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THE ARREST OF 376 FASCISTS AT THE BLOODY SUNDAY COMMEMORATION CONFRONTS THE LEFT WITH
THIS CHOICE: WE ACCEPT THE DEATH OF THE ANTI-IMPERIALIST MOVEMENT BY INSTALMENT OR:

WE MARCH IN EDINBURGH

CONNOLLY COMMEMORATION SATURDAY 5TH JUNE 1933

n Saturday the 30th of January
Troops Out Movement led

the annual Bloody Sunday
commemoration from Hyde Park to
Kilburn. What distinguished this
march from similar marches along the
same route held in previous years
was the amest of almost 400 counter
demonstrators, prior to the march
even leaving the park. One of the
march organisers told Republican
News that the failure of the fascists to
attack the demonstration ‘was a viclo-
ry for all those struggling against
racism and fascism in Britain.”
According to the chief steward, the
“axtremists suffered a humiliating
defeat”. This account carried without
comment in all the Irish papers is a
distortion not only of the facts but, in
addition, an Orwellian distortion of lan-

guage. By what criterion is victory or  security

defeat now 10 be judged? The simple
fact is that for the first time ever, the
numbers marching behind the moder-
ate banner of the movement for a
British withdrawal were almost
maiched by those who rallied to the
banner of the right wing ‘extremists’
v;: call for the military defeat of the
I
ere are two principal reasons
for this. One, the march itself is
now smaller than at any time in
its history. Secondly, in contrast the
influence and confidence of the extra-
parliamentary forces on the far right
has grown appreciably over the previ-
ous twelve months. (The nearest polit-
ical equivalent was the counter-
demonstration against the IFM march
in August when the BNP/NF, mobili-
sation numbered about 100) Though
many on the Left, like the Troops Out
organisers continue with the pretence
that the opposite is the case are clear-
ly fooling nobody but themselves.
s it really a victory for TOM to be
forced to rely on police protection to
march and rally in an Irish area like
Kilburn? Would it also, be regarded
as a victory for the Republican
Movement to require RUC protection
to march through West Belfast to rally
in Anderstown? I, in addition, one of
the principal speakers had congratu-
lated the police for their co-operation

\bove: The Brideeton Republican Flute Band who, along with others from the Scortish Bands
\liance. are determined to march in memory of James Connolly in Edinburgh on Sth June,
I'he SBA are fully behind the political stand of this year's organiscrs, the Connolly Society, (o
challenge on the streets the pusition of hoth the council and the police who have repeatedly

caved i, or used g

would he have been ? Isit
not bad enough that after over 20
years of campaigning the Troops Out
Movement, is now feeble enough to
need police protection? Even worse
is, rather than be forced to do so from
simple expediency, it appears that the
‘guarantee’ of police protection is
preferable to any real attempt to
mobilise sufficient stewards from with-
in both the Irish community and
indeed anti fascist militants on the
Left.. After all this being an annual
event the organisers have a year o
do so. Is there now in fact a tacit
agreement between the organisers
and the police? Is this agreement
based on the mutual understanding
that the police will arrange adequate
security regardiess of cost on condi-
tion that the organisers arrange for no
ity?

m‘uk before the march, The
Irish World under a headline
PREPARE FOR

BLOODY SATURDAY, announced
that the' NF had distributed thousands
of leaflets over the preceding three
months'. It also disclosed that “the
fascist British National Party is plan-
ning fo send squads of East End hard
men info North London” and in addi-
tion “a number of organised soccer
hooligan squads,...are expected to
take part in planned attacks on the
march”. Furthermore in what it called
‘a sickening twist to the spiral of plot-
ting' surrounding the event “that Left
wing groups like Red action have
been holding secret meetings over the
past several days planning an
ambush on travelling members of the
National Front”. (it may seem a litle
obvious, if such a secret ambush had
been planned, it is unlikely that RA
would announce it in advance!)
Nevertheless, regardless of the
source the information was (suspi-
ciously) accurate and would have
been confirmed by Anti-fascist Action
or Searchlight, had they been contact-
ed. No such contact was made, either
formally or informally to AFA either in
the months before the public disclo-
sure of this information or even in the
week after.

ration what is, in effect, an indefinite ban.

@ respons-
es of the
TOM to

these disclosures
were typically
bland, a spokes-

inditfferently
“They've [the NF)
tried this type of
thing before and |§
they have never
really been able to
command the
support. People
aren't interested in
their madcap poli-
tics".In AP/RN,
Niall O'Connor
(Chief Steward)
suggests that
rather than casti-
gate TOM for

crit

icism “could be
more  uselully
directed at the
major anti-fascist
, in light of
[their] failure to
organise agains
the biggest fascis|
mobilisation in Britain in recent years'!
He then adds for good measure “it's a
good thing we don't rely on them!"
Indeed why rely on the likes of AFA
when you can as Niall O'Connor
seems to believe you can rely instead
on the Met!
f the forces of the State can be trust-
|ed‘ then the question any anti-impe-
rialist organisation that is by defini-
tion anti-State must ask themselves is
this. Why can they be trusted? Is it
because the TOM is perceived by the
state, 1o have so much influence that
it feels it must concede to its demand
for police protection? Or is it regarded
by the state as important to continue
to grant it protection precisely
because in its present form they
recognise it to be perfectly harmiess
devoid of, and incapable of gaining
any influence? While it is true that the
police arrested 376, fascists/loyalists
prior to the march, they were arested
nol because they had already caused

a pretext, the threat of loyalist/fascist violence to impose on the commemo-

Despite the arrest of hundreds prior (o the march, fas-
cists still managed to mount a number of attacks.

8 (0 @ were charged) but in
recognition that they the potential
1o do so. Had the police not done so,
then the demonstration would have
come under concerted attack and
may not have reached its destination
In 1979 with the support of the Liberal
Party the march attracted about
10,000. The '93 estimate was less
than a tenth of that number. That is
stark reality. It is self-eviden! that the
police are no friends of either republi-
canism or anti- fascism. That they
choose to mount such a massive
operation, means only that the inter-
ests of the organisers happened to
coincide with the political agenda of
the authorities. This year. Next year
their attitude may well be different
is has certainly been the expe-
rience of the James Connolly
march in Edinburgh. In 1991 the
1200 strong demonstration, was con-
fronted by a BNP/Loyalist contingent
of about 300. There were twelve
arrests, all fascists
The Edinburgh march
had a high working
class composition and
was heavily stewarded
including a contingent
from "Hibs casuals’. In
other words in strong
contrast to the Bloody
Sunday march it did
not need protecting
from the police.
Nobody from the
march was injured or
arrested, nevertheless
itwas the march rather
than the counter
demonstration that
was banned by the
police, on the grounds
of public order in 1992.
Obviously the unapolo-
pgetic Republican nature
of the event and the
tangible workingclass
support mobilised, in
the end simply proved
unpalatable. That the
authorities' motive for

the ban was unde
niably exposed as
M being for political
rather than public
order reasons
should be recog
nised as a tribute
10 the commitment
and courage of the
organisers

ile the
Troops
0O u t

Movement might
with some justifica
tion point out, it
now has neither
adequate stewards
nor popular sup
port this in itself
hardly constitutes a
basis for back slap-
ping and sell con
gratulation! They
may well claim
their right to ade-
quate protection
next year, however
the police are
under no legal
obligation to provide
it. That the police
expended considerable resources this
year was as the chie! steward
acknowledged “down fo them
Indeed should the decline continue
and support for the fascists increase
the TOM would presumably be pre
pared to concede 1o the police the
option, based on a rudimentary grasp
of arithmetic, on just who they consid-
er constitutes the greater threat to
public order on the day. A provocative
IRA march that can't defend itself, or
a counter demonstration that they
can't defend the march against? All
logic, legal, financial, tactical and polit
ical for a ban on the commemoration
of the Derry massacre would in such
circumstances weigh heavily in
favour of reaction. Over the last twen
ty-four years the Republican move
ment has paid a high price but in the
process eamed a deserved if some
times grudging respect for its integrity
Primarily this is because as a revolu
tionary movement it accepts that truth
and reality are companions to be
embraced rather than adversaries to
be vanquished

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
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Dear Red Action

This is a letter from Beigian com-
rades framed in the jail of
Venviers.

Before we speak about our per-
sonal situation and about the sit-
uation of the other Belgian pris-
oners, it's better to explain briefly
about the situation in our country
$0 &s this will be understandable
for

increasing repression inside -
and outside - the jails. Of course,
this repression isn't new but this
time it's really worse than before;
worse because of some events
that occurred last summer espe-
cially. It's not our intention to
make an analysis about these
events but rather more to look
closely at the consequences of
one of them - this one has been
especially terrible.

During the summer in 1992, two
young people aged about 25
savagely killed a young man and
his girtfriend - after having raped
her - and these two murderers
also committed several aggres-
sions in our country, One of
those two criminals was on
parole for a few,

everyone.
1992 has been the year of -

month of digging a hole
blood and sweat - but we'd lik

seven and a half years on 18
and since 12 years on 15 (1))
This means that (theoretically
we could be paroled since
months - even many years in
second case. But in one case
well as in the second, nothing
been given 1o us yet: neither
“one day out” nor a parole! All i
always refused. We don't d
the facts why we're in jail as
as we don't deny the facts
we're framed but we strongl
protest against the length of
one. Normally (but what's no

months and th

aggressions 1
committed ha
hardened public|
opinion

jails through an
almost systemati-|
cal denial of all
requests for parole|
or for a “one day

out", This obstruc:

tion of liberations -
ton o westos Atemiative Libertaire

ers’ families and in

the jail population some big
deceptions and breaks all hope
for an anticipated freedom

The effect of such a situation is
defined by an increasing “elec-
tricity in the air* of all the jails
where many inmates have been
sentenced to life, 10,15,20 years
are framed. The situation is real-
ly bad lived by many (most of)
prisoners: some of them get
depressed or try to commit sui-
cide or try to escape. It is in this
special political context that we
want to talk now about the last
events that occurred with us.
During the month of December
we decided to assert and define
our political militancy in a new

here?) jail is done to be expiato
(we wonder how!) but here it's|
not “expiatory” anymore; it's
becoming eliminative!

For our escape, we've bee
placed in a punishment cell and
we're now in something like a
maximum security unit, but we
don't care. The struggle contin-
ues, everywhere, everytime and
by all means necessary!

Send messages of support t0:
Boris Dumont and Serge
Mandelier

Prison de Verviers

81 Chaussee d'Heusy

4800 Verviers

Belgium

mainly via Stalinism and
labour reformism, | have never
wavered for an instant that my
class will, eventually, emanci-
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complementary
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allegience, it did not. | was
under the false belief that the
Communist Party was the only

The former, since dropping

my
better I'd be out there giving a
helping hand.
!.ooﬁinumld to your next
issue.
John M.
Fite
Scotland

Dear Red Action,
| am a member of the SWP (recently joined)
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in the Labour Party, Militant and the
Democratic Left and | really didn't know
what eise was left. It seemed anti-statist and

put up a few against mill-
tants to the left of vanguardism. (Those
now 1o be incorrect now

of the dictatorship of the instead
of the immediate abolition of the state)
Dear Red Action

ought to be defending all this

My problem is that I've been too
the past to be liberated by people who know
best instead of working things ou

ism” on the front. Now | don't trust anyone's
opinion except my own. But | need all sides
fo an argument before | can make my own

they think! (The degenerated

| have been aware of Red Action
but never come across any of
your publications. Recently | got
hold of an old copy of your paper
with an article in it called
“Trotsky: The False Prophet”. |
read this with some interest hav-
ing had my doubts about the
Trotskyist method for some time
now.

For me, there are two great prob-
lems with Trotskyism as | see
and experience it. Firstly, this
idea of the degeneraled workers
state - | find it almost impossible
1o bring myself to defend this
idea. It works lovely in the world

planned properly,” after what
Stalinism did to those countries.
It's a theory that has no material
basis and | thought that was
what Marxism was all about.

I'm also beginning to think that
this all throws back to the
Leninist-style party with the
whole centralist deal leading to
suppression of democracy
Although your article touches on
this, I'm still very confused.
Secondly, a major problem of
Trotskyism (and of the left in
general) is a complete misunder-
standing of what the working
class is actually about. For all it's

workers state thing proves that!
Tell that to the average bioke on
the street and he'll tell you to
stick it more than likely!) Your
paper seems to cut through all
that, which is a refreshing

change.
| don't want to sound like some
big theory bore, but | want to get
this right. I've been in a total of
three left groups now (Militant
and SWP before this) and
sussed them all . | don't want to
get caught again. I you could
send me some more stuff about
and what you reckon
1o us, Il be really grateful. Hope

TRUE CONFESSIONS?| 7ouer

a shot was discharged. Fearing a

armed its occupants, moving them
[some point later the two soldiers

200 mourners and spectators
have been arrested and ques-

the prosecution, were directly
invoived in the shootings. Three of
those serving life - Pat Kane,
Michael Timmons and Sean Kelly,
were not even at the scene of the
soldiers' deaths. The convictions
rest on an alarming interpretation
of the legal doctrine, Common
Purpose, only hitherto seen in
apartheid South Africa. Normally in
the case of murder, this doctrine
applies 1o those who have formed
a prior criminal plan which results
in an unlawtul killing, all the con-
::mmmmu

Clearly in these cases, seil-
defence was the motivation of
those who went 1o the car. The
mourners were acting in the not
unreasonable belief that they were
under another loyalist attack. No
one could have predicted that the
occupants of the car would be
killed. While none of the Casement
Park accused have been charged
with actually shooting the two sol-
diers, it is obvious that this is what
they are being punished for.
Common Purpose is therefore
being used 1o criminalise those
who attend Republican funerals.

Other disturbing features from
these trials include the use of poor
quality video film from an army
helicopter (the Heli-Tele) as a pri-
mary means of identification. The
exercising by Sean Kelly of his
right to silence was cited by Mr
Justice Carswell as a reason 1o
help justify his conviction. All of
these dubious legal practices are
being played out in the Diplock
Courts which function without
juries and so have a special
responsibility to interpret the law
with great care. They seem
instead to be playing ducks and

way. As revolutionaries, we of “theory” but doesn't existin the  wittering about “being the van- 1o hear from you soon. drakes with due process to the
real world. | couldn't go up to guard” the left doesn't seem to Cheers great detriment of those who end

FRAMED some bioke in the CIS or wher- appreciate how ordinary people BD up in prison as a consequence.
ever and say, “Oh yeah, you live, what they care about, what Cardiff A Justice for the Casement Park

Accused Campaign has been

established 10 raise these and

Dear Red Action, Quinn, without either participant making  that bloodied hands had been placed inside  despised by the police. ‘

In the early hours of Christmas Eve 1990,  enough noise 1o alert nearby police officers.  his shoes which had then been used to pul A cullure of violence reigns al Hammersmith other issues. They can be contact-
Patrick Quinn, aged 55, an Irish labourer  Kennedy had then presumably fallen  boot-prints on the victim's body. police station. Recent incidents involving ed c/o Green Ink Bookshop, 8
based in London, was found battered to  promptly asleep again. No motive for the  The eflect of the ewdence from the ‘hidden’  officers from the station include an assault Archway Mall, London N19 5RG.
death in a cell in Hammersmith police sta-  attack was established witnesses suggests thal the officer involved h on two

In his defence, Kennedy alleged that he had
been woken from his drunken stupor by the
sound of a police officer severely beating
Quinn, who had also been arrested for

resul that Kennedy was found guily of mur-

der and 10 life impr
Following the trial, it became clear thal

One interpretation of the forensic evidence
concerning Kennedy's blood-splattered
clothing suggests that blood had been delib-
erately flicked on Kennedy's trousers and

:
i




Red Action are
the most contro-
versial group in
Britain, hated
and feared by
the far right and
among elements
on the far left.
Here's why.

f late, Red Action has
in for unprecedent-
ed attacks in a host of
publications which have
spanned the entire political
spectrum from the far-left 1o the
far-right. While in public, at
least, the Trotskyist movement
has lamented recent splits with-
in Anti-Fascist Action, in private
the fascists have gloated.
Internal documents that have
come info our possession, con-
firm that within the far-right, Red
Action's particular contribution
1o the anti fascist struggle is
recognised by the fascists as
being unique.
different reasons, RA
are also regarded as being
unique by the left.
However, though approaching
the subject from necessarily dif-
ferent perspectives, both are
agreed that RA are indeed to
blame. According 1o the Right,
RA are to blame for the exis-
tence of AFA. Whereas for the
left it is RAs own existence
rather lhan AFA's that is the

first cover 1o denouncing
Red Action as THE GOON
SQUAD and a “criminal organi-
sation"The Revolutionary
Sl
the fact that "AFA is dominated
by the thuggish and anti-
Leninist RED ACTION...” On
the other hand the Free
University Forum insist that Red
Action are "LENINIST boot-
boys"The League Sentinel jour-
nal of the League of St. George
refers to Red action simply as
‘gangsters”. While the
Campaign against Fascism in
Europe, which has recently
gone domestic, detect ‘a strong
atmosphere around Red Action
of sexism, homophobia, and a
complete insensitivity to black
".81C.
FA was re launched by
RA in London in 1989 on
he principle of physical
and ideological confrontation. It
is our refusal 10 deviate from the
founding statement, or 10 allow
others within AFA either affiliat-
ed groups or individuals to do
s0, that has caused much
gnashing of teeth. Physical con-
frontation or, 1o put it in plain
English, poliical violenc and its
uses is what lies al the heart of
the matter. Our aftitude towards
confrontation, which is well doc-
umented, determines the atti-
tude of all others towards us.
Some are blunt enough to say
80. According 1o a group that
goes under the name of the
Workers  Internationalist
League, AFA is dominated by
the “sectarian and squaddist
politics of Red Action and the
Direct Action Movement. Red
Action in particular has virtually
reduced anti-fascism fo a ques-
tion of physical force pure and
simple.” Needless to say the
WIL, firmly wedded 1o the cause
of platonic anti fascism are not
in AFA. However the quotation
though small, is a near
illustration, of the attitude of
contemporary Trotskyism
towards militant anti-fascism.
ugh the political mes-
lﬂl is no less repugnant
the uncharacteristic hon-
esty is almost refreshing.
Regrettably few others seem

NO ONE LIKES US..

WE DON'T CARE!

prepared to confront their own
position on the subject without
hypocrisy. The Anarchist
Communist Federation for
instance, insist, on the contrary
that AfA's commitment 1o actual
physical confrontation is pre-
cisely what makes them
ing”. ‘Sadly’, as a united
front made up of Anarchists,
Trotskyists, Red Action, Labour
party supporters; AFA contains
50 many supporters of capital-
ism that it has never claimed o
be a revolutionary
It can only deal with
of fascism whilst leaving the
root cause - capitalism -
untouched. Needless to say the
ACF are not in AFA either. For
the WIL, AFA, is too militant, but
for their anarchist fellow trav-
ellers AFA is not militant
|
third accusation, lev-
elled against RA, is that
we are sectarian. This
charge is levelled by Workers
Power who were in AFA but
who, having decamped, now
speak of AFA in the past tense!
Which merely confirms the long
held suspicion that what made
AFA unigue in the anti-fascist
arena was, for Workers Power,
not its militant example but the
simple fact that they were in it.
Rumour has it that they are now
sniffing around ARA. This would
be, if true, entirely consistent.
(WP like another organisation
called The Leninist were slightly
startied 1o find themselves mak-
ing up the moderate wing in a
militant organisation. So when
the opportunity presented itself
they jumped ship and joined the
Anti-Nazi League, and were
instantly transformed from being
conservatives within a radical
organisation info radicals within
a conservative one! WP though,
bound by their previous public

regardiess of who iy
Nevertheless the arguments
that (due principally to RA's
influence) AFA is (a)
Squaddist, (b) reformist, and (c)
sectarian or a combination
thereol, represent the approxi-
mate positions of the following
organisations. Militant, SWP,
RCP, Workers Press, Socialist
Outlook, Socialist Organiser,
London Class War and others
even 100 miserable to mention.
In other words this combination
serves as a collective justifica-
tion for all those groups stand-
ing outside the anti-fascist
arena as well as those such as
the ANL and ARA remaining
passive within it.
aturally it follows that, as
their criticisms are so
similar, the theoretical
solutions are almos! identical. In
all cases, the formula is entirely
abstract. Reality is expected to
adapt to the ‘plan’, if not, so
much the worse for reality! This
begs the obvious question; why
if our critics are all agreed on
the need for a militant anti-fas-
cist united front they don't all
just get together and form one?!
ere are two main rea-
sons. The first being that
none of the charges are
true. The second is, that unlike
all other campaigns in which the
Left make themselves busy,
anti-lascism as an issue is
unique. Primarily, because ‘the
enemy’ is real rather than imagi-
nary, the problems are entirely
practical rather than abstract
One other factor that conditions
individual response is the
knowledge that the price of fail-
ure may well be the cause of
not only visible political embar-
rassment but instant personal
regret
et's for the moment return
Llo the central allegations.
Number one: ‘Red Action
has reduced the question

‘HAPPY HOUR‘ at
"Enkel Arms."

of anti-fascism to physi-
cal force pure and sim-
ple’.It may seem a little
obvious but anti-fascism
is by definition a negative
concept. It cannot set its
own agenda except in
response to the politics
and strategies of the fas-
cist opposition. How and
where they conduct their
offensive must necessar
ily govern any effective
operation of defence

January issue of
British Nationalist,
outlines their

immediate and long term
objectives.”A party like
the BNP must first win
power on the streets f it

Taken from Target'

utterances on the ANL, may be
looking to fulfill a similar function
within ARA.)

e allegation constantly
repeated by Workers
Power since the London

regional conference is that RA
argued for the boycott of any
initiative by any other group.
Quite simply this is a lie. What
RA argued against, was the WP
proposal that AFA commit itself
in principle to support EVERY
initiative by EVERY other group!
("AFA will attempt to mobilise
for every anti-fascist event

is o achieve power at

the ballot box; it is essen-

tial for the BNP to possess
strength in numbers if it is to
avoid being pushed around by
the...REDS.” As a statement of
intent, it is unequivocal. They
should be congratulated. Power
on the streets is the first step.
Who then has reduced politics
1o a question of ‘physical force
pure and simple'? As the ltalian
communist Gramsci put it; Yas-
cism is an ideology of national
unity and an organisation mod-
elled on the army in the field".
Now that it's established who
started it, 50 to speak, the ques-
fion sharply posed is this: what

are we prepared o do about it?
If possible, the popular argu-
ment represented by the ACF
i.e., that militant anti-fascism
only deals with the symptoms of
capitalism is possibly even less
literate. As previously stated,
anti-fascism is a defensive
struggle. A rear-guard action. A
regrouping to recover lost
ground following a temporary
retreat. In ideal circumstances a
united front of the entire lef,
(more realistically, the enforced
unity of the worthwhile elements
within it) under physical attack
from an identifiable common
enemy on the far-right. Certainly
fascism is a symptom of capial-
ism, but so is communism,
indeed so is the working class
A crisis in capitalism will beget
fascism only when the actions
and arguments against the sys-
tem from the Left have failed to
convince.

n 1923 the veteran German

revolutionary Klara Zetkin,

made precisely this point
“Fascism is in no sense the
revenge of the bourgeoisie for
the revolutionary advance
Considered historically and
objectively, fascism presents
itself much more as a punish-
ment on the proletariat for not
having ... acted vigorously or
aggressively enough.” In other
words the Left is forced to fight
physical battles, as a result of
already having lost significant
polttical battles. it is by captur-
ing the constituency of the Left
that fascism becomes a mass
movement. This is a result of
people losing faith not only in
the reformist parties but in
socialism itself. Fascism is a
consequence, not a cause of
the Lefts political failure. Dove-
like serenity in the face of fas-
cist aggression merely com
pounds the previous failure

e anti-fascist forces will
contain revolutionaries
within it, but it is not itself a

revolutionary forum. The cry for
‘unity’ is not the battle cry of
revolution but a plea for help
Agreement therefore is needed,
but because it is a strategy of
defence rather than offence an
agreement resiricted very much
to the basics; how to strike,
whom to strike, when to strike!
Only a sect whose immaculate
principles put it outside the anti-
fascist struggle dare sneer at
the militants within. Outside the
anti-fascist movement is where
Workers Power, now (who
maintain that AFA is sectarian,
as a consequence of Red
Action) clearly also belong. Free
at last of responsibility, their
productive energies can be
devoted to the drawing up of
fantastic blueprints for UNITY
whose principle attraction is,
that they will never be imple-
mented in practice.

Tha call for ‘unity’ is of
course the last refuge of
every sectarian. In

October WP declared: "that

London AFA is now an obstacle

fo the construction of the unifed

front”. On their way out they
issued a "call fo any member of

London AFA o join us in the

fight for real united action

against the BNP". In favour of
an imaginary united front these
people of principle did their best
to ruin the only  existing one.

This remember in the month
just after Waterloo. In the
February edition of their paper
the method behind the mad-
nessis at last revealed. WP
point out that the largest party
on the Left is the SWP that
claims 7500 members up and
down the coun-

politically smug) and no popu-
lar support in lny waorking

age member has no appetile
for street-tighting. Because
the SWP are unable to deal
with external threat,
are equally reluctant to deal
internally with the political
incrimination of a revolution-

ary organisation, being unable
o dn %0. In the uniikely at the

dividend for the anti-fascist
movement would be, in
future, 1o allow a limited col-
laboration to reducing in
importance future disagree-
ments within anti-faascist circles
from the level of the theoretical
1o the level of the tactical.
left are not the working
class, and consequently
you orientate to one at the
expense, invariably, of the
other. In 1989 we tumned to the

try. Apparently,
one of the most
notorious exam-
ples of RA's sec-
tarianism was
when the SWP
(all 7500 of them
presumably),
“tried to mobilise
for the defence of
a paper selling
pitch in Brick
Lane, and —
Red Action
abstained”
(Incidentally, its
probably worth
pointing out that
neither Red
Action nor AFA

At the extreme end of the market are the
Pasionarias of Anti-Fascist Action,
who specialise in "Rent-0-Kill' anti-fas-
cism. AFA is made up of the anarchist
Direct Action Movement and Red Ac-
tion, a ‘squaddist’ by-product of the
SWP's last anti-fascist binge, and is also
linked to Gerry Gable's anti-fascist
monitoring organ Searchlight. AFA is
British "anti-facism’ at its purest. Com-
prising confused refugees from the radi-
cal Left, who are unable to understand
the nature of the Left's failure,
have decided that politics itself is to
blame. AFA therefore concentrates on
the uncomplicated business of pest ir-
radication and control.

they

were even invit-
ed). Still ‘tried’
being the opera-
tive word should
have told them
something

Undaunted WP insist the only
way forward is “a well planned
patient and persistent campaign
addressed fto the SWP/ANL at
all levels for joint committees
and joint defence, coupled with
a continuing policy of putting no
Pplatiorm into practice. This does
not for a minute express the illu-
sion that their leaders will freely

n analogy with the situa-
ltion between the
ommunists and the

Social Democrats in the
German Wiemar Republic in
1933 is put forward as the basis
for the proposition: “If the social
democratic leaders relused, [the
communist appeal for unity|
they would display their unwill
ingness to fight and the commy-
nists would be a tremendous
pole of attraction to those SPD
workers who could see the
threat the Nazis posed.” It may
only be coincidence but isn't this
precisely the same failed strate-
gy adopted by WP since 1974
in relation to the SWP that they
now urge AFA to adopt in rela
tion to the ANL? For ‘commu
nist’ read Workers Power. For
Social Democrat read SWP
Only then does the slightly
squalid ‘party building' rationale
for this particular wet-dream
become clear. In any case, the
situation in Britain is different in
any number of fundamental
respects, chiefly that even the
right wing Social Democratic
Party had its own paramilitary
units, was to the left of the
SWP, had a membership of
hundreds of thousands, and
enjoyed the support of millions
of genuine workers. By 1933
even the notorious reformist
Karl Kautsky, was forced to
admit, albeit belatedly that “Acts
of violence, ... cannot be pre-
vented by voles and editorials,
or prolest meetings”. The SWP
may have seven and a hall
thousand members but it still
operates as a sect. It has few
working-class members (due in
part to a long standing orienta-
tion towards the financially and

The traditional view of Red
Action from the Left - from the
Trotskyist magazine "Analysis’.

Left out of expediency. In
London at least the Left
appears 1o be wrung dry, and a
turn to the class is a simple
matter of necessity. In 1873
Engels offered a general view
on the question of tactics and
propaganda. "Our view, which
we have found confirmed by
long practice, is that the correct
tactics in propaganda are nol lo
enlice away a few individuals
and local groups here and there
from ones opponents, but to
work on the great mass, which
is not yet taking part in the
movement ... One must not
allow oneself to be misled by
the cry for ‘unity’" Those who
have this word most often on
their lips are the ones who
cause most of the discord, who
have provoked all the splits

clamour for nothing so much as
for unity, [The RIL and now WP
are in this category.] These
unity fanatics are either namow
minded people who want 10 stir
everything into one nondescript
stew, which, at the moment it is
left to settie, throws up the dif

ferences again but in much
sharper contrast because they
will all be in one pot, [i.e. joint
RA/SWP squads?| - or else
they are people who uncon

sciously, (like the Hackney
Anti-Fascist Collective who
complained bifterly that AFA
was “nol lesbian friendly”. When
asked, whether the proper crite-
ria for membership should be
support for militant anti-fascism
or sexual preference, they
offered no reply.) Or conscious

ly (like CAFE who set up a rule
or ruin operation within AFA and
are still one of the great bawlers
for unity) want to adulterate the
movement.

e final comment from
Engels on this matter is
one everybody in Red

Action would heartily endorse:
"Nobody in our lifetime has
given us more trouble and has
caused more quarrels than the
shouters for unity”. In the long
term perhaps AFA's greatest
achievement so far is, that in

3



credit AFARA as a
symbol of resis-
tance. For
instance, after the
Battle of Waterloo,
one deservedly
obscure little sect,
ingisted that due
1o lack of organisa-

were further casti-
gated for their
“utter incompe-
tence, stupidity,
and criminal

neglect for failing

an attempt to be effective; 1o
deliver on its founding state-
ment, it has eschewed sectar-
from the bottom up. From
Glasgow to Exeter, to be suc-
cessful it has also been forced
to operate outside the custom-
ary left-wing orbit. AFA has as a
consequence broken the trea-
sured Trotskyite siranglehoid on
left- wing initiative. Waterloo
happened despite the

Trotskyites, rather than because
of them. Now as a mirror to
their own inadequacy, and an
actual alternative 10 them in one
area of work it is rightly per-
ceived by some to harbour a
challenge 1o the status quo in

... lo deleat the
police! in contrast the fascist's
organisers, Biood and Honour,
blamed “drugged up commu-
nists” for tming the event inlo
“a battlefield”, and acknowl-
edged that in future “arrange-
ments will be made to ensure all
our supporters make it fo the
venue”.

t is certainly true that the fas-

cist publications devote far

less space, though in no
sense less vitriolic, 1o attacking
AFA/RA, than our ‘allies’. In pri-
vate however it appears to be
something of an obsession. The
general tone adopted is both
dismissive and reassuring, as
the purpose of the reports is not

by the fleeing Communists.
Seeing this the Nationalists
organised an immediate collec-
tion and handed the woman
nearly one hundred pounds.”

"AFA is in serious trouble” the
BNP magazine Spearhead
announced a month before

and of course insanity is long

as the natural haven
for those unfortunates whom
‘communique’ from the paramili-
tary group C18 “we are the peo-
ple, the Tory scum fear not you.
You [Red Action] are the

doubt, having been twice

, chased from demos by

Nationalists. Once from the

the Nationalist Combat 18."
, when something
actually does occur that passes
muster as victory, including
some that do not, it instantly
fransforms into fascist fable.
The following is an account of
such an incident carried in TAR-
GET, the Right's answer to
Searchlight. "On Saturday the
8th of August, the day of the
annual Troops Out march in
North London...about 12 mem-
bers of Red Action were having

sub-title WE HIT THE JACK-
POT was a little more lurid with

had a chance to face us mob lo
mob; instead they fled into the
pub and cowered inside waiting
for the police to come and pro-
tect them. Just like at The
Weavers pub a few months

, before, Red Action proved to

have no bottle." (No bottie?

As | recall lack of bottie(s) was
not a problem on either occa-
sion. Indeed their ready avail-
ability meant that the BNP were
reluctant to try to turn their
undoubted numerical advan-
tage 100+ at The Weavers into
anything more tangible than a
few gums and the odd remark.)
In the League Sentinel under a
headiine, RED ACTION ROUT-
ED, they announced ‘that sev-
eral members of Red Action
were badly injured in an attack

anti-fascism has clearly
announced, that it is not, and
does not expect to be regarded
as a serious movement.

n political terms it might

appear Red Action is almost

totally isolated. The attacks
from the Right are clearly a trib-
ute to our effect on them. The
denunciations from the Left
increasingly shrill, as the strug-
gle sharpens, have no effect on
us, and are for the same reason
equally weicome. Nobody likes
us...? We don't care!

STOP PRESS

It has come to our attention
that the Blood and Honour
band, English Rose, have a
track on their latest albumcalled
simply "Smash Red Action®.
Perhaps they should release it
as a single!

THE 43 GROUP

The 43 Group by

"The posi-war fascists were
an intelligent, disciplined
organisation led by a charis-
matic leader supported by a
structure of capable lieu-
tenants. Most were excellent
orators. They knew exactly
what they were doing. Their
initial stage was to build up
their stormiroopers, the street
thugs, to protect their meel-
ings and intimidate opposi-
tion.

It was these sireet thugs that
we made our targel. In 19478
they were picking up new
members. Our relentless non-
stop attacks where we deliber-
ately out-violenced them, is
what really beat them."
Anti-fascists will find this book
very interesting because it cov-
ers a period - 1945-1950 -
which rarely features in present
day anti-fascist literature.

The idea that fascism was
destroyed at the end of the
Second World War is well and
truly buried. The fascists were
holding public meetings in
London even before the war
was over, in fact as early as
1944,

Men and women who had
spent the last few years in the
British armed forces, suppos-
edly fighting the fascist threat',
retumed home to see the fas-
cists active on the streets,
unchallenged. “Going from a
cinema showing newsreel of
piles of Jewish men, women

and children being
bulidozed into limepits
in the concentration
camps, and then
passing an outdoor
fascist meeting or
seeing swastikas
whitewashed on
Jewish homes and
synagogues affected
these ex-servicemen
with emotion ranging
from choleric anger to
a cold hard desire to
kill the perpetrators.”
The inactivity of the
Board of Deputies of British
Jews led o a great deal of
anger and frustration in the
Jewish community and, finally,
after four young Jewish ex-ser-
vicemen smashed up a fascist
meeting on Hampstead Heath
in February 1946, a meeting
was called a few weeks later
which, “agreed to set up an
organisation to fight the fas-
ciste. This organisation will be
apolitical - anyone who wants
1o fight fascism and anti-semi-
tism, regardiess of their political
views will be welcome.” The
meeting also agreed, 10 lobby
parliament to lllegalise racial
incitement and make il an
offence punishable by impris-
onment.” There were 43 peo-
ple present - hence the name
of the group.

From March 1946 to April
1950, the 43 Group comman-
dos waged a merciless war
against the fascists, attacking
up to 15 meetings a week. The
original 43 were soon joined by
many more, the Group achiev-
ing a membership of nearly
1,000 by 1948,

Tightly organised commandos
(squads) attended virtually
every fascist meeting with the
sole intention of stopping them.
They were largely successful.
The only time they were ever
‘run’ was when a hired gang of
Maltese hoods ambushed
them in Romford, attacking
them with razor blades embed-
ded in . Fascist
sellers regularly had their

A

bookshops, of which there
were quite a number, were
raided and their contents bumt.

just as important and just as
effective, infiltrating virtually all
the fascist groups. Even one of
Moseley's personal body-
guards was a member of the
43 Group!

After the war, the various re-
emerging fascist groups
realised the importance of not
being openly associated with
the recently defeated fascist
powers, so the word ‘fascist’
rarely appeared and Jews
became ‘aliens’. To counter
this, the Group published a
magazine called 'On Guard'
which exposed the real nature
of groups like the British
League of Ex-Servicemen and
Women and the British
People's Party.

The Group's position on
Zionism is interesting and is
similar to Anti-Fascist Action’s.
Both AFA and the 43 Group
are/were single issue organisa-
tions and political differences
on other issues should not be
allowed to smash the unity and
effectiveness of the organisa-
tion. The fascists were using
the situation in Palestine to
whip up anti-Semitism as the
Zionists clashed with the British
army of occupation in that
country, often resulting in the
deaths of British soldiers. The
43 Group said, “Palestine is
Palestine, and Hackney is
Hackney.” They quite rightly
accepted that there are other
forums for these debates.

The main criticism Red Action
would have of the 43 Group
would be their political strategy.
We now have laws forbidding
the incitement of racial hatred
which they thought would solve
the problem, but fascism is still
very much on the agenda
today. Without a class analysis
they never got to the root of the

problem.

This book is a good historical
record of the activities of the 43
Group and the numerous anec-
doles mean it never becomes
a dull academic affair. For
example, two 43 Group mem-
bers went 1o liberate some files
from Jeffrey Hamm's office.
Hamm was one of Sir Oswald
Moseley's right-hand men and

had an ex-SS bodyguard. “The
German opened the door, but
blocked it with his body. The
Iwo commandos snapped to
altention, gave the fascist
salute, rapped out two ‘Hail
Moselys!' and said they had an
important message for Jeffrey.
Then, shoving the bemused
German aside, they shot up the
stairs. They found Hamm in his
office on the fourth floor, Jack
snatched League files and
books, and ran back down-
stairs, Martin, meanwhile, ook
care of Hamm - it was no con-
test. He left Hamm dazed and
bleeding on the floor then stan-
ed down the stairs.

“‘On the second landing, Martin
stopped. The German was
waiting for him, crouched in
combat position and cluiching
a length of rubberised lead pip-
ing. He stared at Martin and
raised his arm into a striking
position. Marting yelled out as
loudly as he could, ‘You fuck-
ing stupid idiot! Why didn't you
siop that Jew bastard who ran
down the stairs? Now get out
of my way and let's get after
him!

“This outburst so confused the
German that he momentarily
lowered the cosh. That was
enough for Martin. He jumped
the last
six stairs
straight
onto the
landing
and, with-
out break-
ing his
siride,
bounded
straight
into the
German
a nd
caught
him with B
two all-in-
wrestling
forearm

later said these should have
put the German down, but he
was strong. He just staggered
back against the wall. Martin
then linked his hands and
brought them up full strength
under the German's chin -
even then the German stayed
on his feel. But, disorientated,
he dropped the cosh. Martin
picked it up and later dropped it
down a street grating. He raced
down the remainder of the
stairs to find Jack at the bottom
holding the street door open.
‘What bloody kept you?' he
complained, ‘Did Jeffrey make
you a cup of tea?' Martin's
reply was unprintable.”
While the book does mention
other anti-fascist activities by
the trade unions and the
Communist Party, it doesn't
comment on the different tac-
tics used or compare the
results. Red Action totally sup-
ports physical confrontation
against the fascists but also
siresses the importance of hav-
ing a wider political agenda to
prevent clashes between fas-
cists and anti-fascists turning
into gang warfare which is
detached from the rest of the
population. It is vital to explain

why these clashes are impor- proved

tant politically and win the

backing of wider progressive
forces to prevent the militants
becoming isolated. Being iso-
lated makes it easier to get
picked off, either by the state or
the fascists. However, the
experience of the 43 Group
clearly explains how effective
physical confrontation has to
be carefully planned. Even
when you can mobilise thou-
sands of people to support
confrontational activities, you
still need tightly organised
groups to take the initiative and
direct the course of events.
This is not elitist or anti-democ-
ratic, but winning the battle for
the streets is not the same as
winning a vole in a meeting.
This book about physical con-
frontation against the fascists
couldn't have come at a better
time as the debate about effec-
tive anti-lascist tactics
becomes more and more
important. The groups who
believe ‘No Platform' means
standing behind a barrier wav-
ing a placard would do well to
read this book. But more
importantly it is encouragement
fo genuine militants that we are
part of an on-going tradition
and that this tradition has
successful.

Fascists meeting in East London's Ridley Road, 1948
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LABOUR PAINS

hile never expecting

any radical policies

from a party with
aboslutely no radical tradition
even cynics were surprised to
see the speed at which the
Labour Party emersed itself in
the perks of political oppor-
tunism. In true Irish political
gombeenism, as the coun
losing thousands of jobs
priority of some of the top
people in the Labour Party,
luding its leader, Dick
ing, were ensuring that
family members were sel up in
nice cosy jobs. Even in its hey-
day of political fixing, Fianna
Fail would never have been so
biatant.

Labour's lack of political sincer-
ity was obvious early one in
when they refused
fo recind the 12 cuts in social
welfare made by the
Minister for Social Wellare,
Charlie McCreevy. At a time
when the recommendations of
the Commission on Social
Welfare have still not been
implemented six years on,
these cuts hit the most vulnera-
ble once again. While in oppo-
sition, Labour were only too
willing to attack McCreevy's

€333§

During the election campaign,
the Labour Party argued
against as an eco-
nomic way forward. Now, in
government, Labour have
agreed to sell-off the state's
remaining shares in the Irish
sugar company, Greencore.
The sell-off of some of Aer
Lingus state-owned assets

seems to be a distinct possibili-
ty. In a country which has the
highest unemployment in
Europe, at 21 per cent, to fol-
low an economic policy which
is guaranteed 1o result in even
more job losses is cynical at
best and criminal at worst.

With housing waiting lists and
homelessness a national dis-
grace in Ireland, the Labour
Party, in the me for
Partnership in Government”
negotiated with Fianna Fail,
aim fo build 3,500 new houses
in the 26 Counties. The fact
that there are approximately
10,000 on the wait
list in Dublin alone puts this
ridiculous figure of 3,500 into
perspective. The knock-on
effect, in terms of employment,
of the government atiempting
to build a realistic number of
houses to seriously tackle the
problem of housing would at
least indicate that the Labour
Party were serious in their
efforts 1o create more jobs. The
much publicised “Employment
Creation”
be a non-event. During the
very week of the Budget over
1,000 jobs were lost in the 26
Counties.

As with all previous budgets
those on higher incomes stood
to gain most. To cap it all,
another one per cent levy on

ing everybody above an
income of £9,000 a year. Once
again, working people are
being penalised for

ate more jobs.

Another issue for which Labour
Party practice is the opposite of
Labour P: is Section
31. Darling of the Irish left,
Michael D Higgins, with his
admirable support for far away
liberation struggles such as
that in El Salvador,
South Africa etc, has, in his
role as Minister For

ship of Section 31 but in his
present position with the power
to repeal Section 31 he has
neglected to do so. Even the
left of the Labour Party has
shown itself to be as untrust-
worthy and opportunist as the
likes of Spring, Quinn,
Desmond etc.

The fact that the majority of the
‘revolutionary’ left in Ireland
called for a vote for Labour
exposes these ‘revolutionaries’
for the directionless sham that
they are. These people are
equally as guilty of creating the
illusion that Labour can in
some way solve the problems
of the country. With the media
in Ireland launching vicious
and relentless attacks on
Labour for their “indescretions”,

- public opinion is rapidly turning

against Spring and Co. All this
just further adds to the world-
wide disillusionment with the

the govern-  left

ment’'s and the employers’

inability or unwillingness to cre-

Due to the appathy of the Trade Union leadership in
Ireland, Red Action invites all progressive groups and
individuals to organise a commoration of the
80th Anniversary of the 1913 Lockout.
If interested contact PO Box 3355, Dublin 7.

(above photo: Ruairi Quinn)

“Sell your own soul if
you want, you won'’t

sell mine.”

The above words were recently spoken by
Bernadette McAliskey, civil rights activist
and former MP, when she outlined her and
thousands of northern nationalists' abhor-
rance at the
ernment abandoning them through the
deletion of Articles 2 & 3. She rightly
summed up the feeling of many people

the

thing to be used as a bargaining chip in an
attempt to appease unionist politicians.
The deletion of Articles 2 & 3 will, in the

have never used Articles 2 & 3 as a justifi-
cation for the armed struggle. In fact, this

to loyalists will further alien-
ate the nationalists. The only remaining
claim will be Section 75 of the

abandoned by a Dublin
constantly ignores the roots of the conflict
- the lack of justice and equality in northern

Red Action do not share the narrow the
nationalist views of other groups defend-
ing Articles 2 & 3. We do not believe in
petty flag-waving around and sectarian jin-
goism. We believe in a 32 County socialist
republic and all that this entails - not a
country that replaces British capitalism

gov- 8 1o retain their powerful status. Parasites

with Irish capitalism. The only way to
improve conditions for all people is to
change the system thal breeds inequality.
A system that favours the rich while ignor-

have both sutfered under capitalist mis-
rule. Working class unionists have been
used as pawns in an attempt by their boss-

like and Molyneux don't care about
ordinary unionists. Power and what they
can gain from it is their sole motive.
Equally so, on the nationalist side where
Hulme swans around Europe playing the
statesman (and making a good living at it)
while ordinary nationalists face the daily
threat of loyalist gunmen, British raiding
and RUC harassment.

Northern Ireland is a sectarian state.
Loyalism and the mentality it has bred
must be broken. The bosses on both sides
live off the backs of the people. At a time
when Dublin is considering abandoning
the nationalists, the Confederation of
British Industry and the Confederation of
Irish Industry are talking about closer links.
The plight of the working class is irrelevent
to these bosses’ organisations. War or no
war, they survive and prosper. This fight
should be a class struggle, not a sectarian
or territorial one. Articles 2&3 are a legiti-
mate aspiration. They are a step in the right
direction. Contrary to the reasoning behind
the aquiesence of the southern neo-union-
ist establishment, to the abandonment of
Articles 283 more northern nationalists will
rely on the IRA to achieve their aspirations.
NOTICE

Due to the apathy of the trade union lead-
ership in Ireland, Red Action invites all pro-
gressive groups and individuals to organ-
ise a commemoration of the 80th anniver-
sary of the 1913 Lockout. If interested con-
tact PO Box 3355, Dublin 7.

The Bottom Line... The Bottom Lire...

nce again this years Sinn Fein Ard Fheis was a boring rehash of old poli-

T § \ and speechs about SF's right to a place at the 'mythical’ peace talks.
fred "ﬁ'w.h ::M""'"“'MM ! Unfortunately things reached rock bottom during the debate on a ‘womens
'%h wmwﬂlﬂm | rights to choose'’. The controversial intervention of Gerry Adams was deciding fac-
! in Ireland not tor coupled with the bizarre speech from the male skibereen delegate who made

veiled references to people “saving trees and not babies" and who seemed bewil-
dered that women could get “emational” over this subject. Warse still was the fail-
ure of prominent women activists within SF to even convince their own Cumanns
(branches) to support the motions. In their frenzy to deny women their rights they

rejected this motion (see panel). Al this from a party that promises us a

Free gervices;

Dick Spring, the new minister for
foreign affairs is apparently the
best man for this sensitive job
according to his brother Arthur.
Arthur once told and election rally
that "Dick has worked like a nigger
for North Kerry". With a recommen-
dation like that who could argue?!

WE MARCH IN
EDINBURGH

CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

attitude as we are all aware

is far short of being universal. In
Britain the anti-imperialist
movement is in deep crisis, without
unity or direction and under dual
threat from the fascists/loyalists on

@ one hand, and when
necessary the state on the other.
Where there is sufficient working
class support not to need the police,
as in Edinburgh, they are banned.
Demanding police protection, as was
done in London does nothing more
than illustrate a lack of sufficient sup-

at is to be done? In the

long term, a genuine anti-
imperialist movement will

have 1o be built. In the short term the
political elements already in exis-
tence need first to survive if such a

even
New Ireland, and SF wonder why they're not gaining support. Sad!

renaissance is ever to materialise.
The TOM claim that the
BNP/NF/UDA, mobilisation was “a
dismal” failure. It is unlikely that they
will see it like that indeed heartened
by the turn out they may well re dou-
ble their efforts next year. In any case
their next target will be
the James Connolly Commeration
March in Edinburgh in June.

s now an obligation on the
entire Left, to at least match
the commitment of the right. In
London the police were forced to

arrest 400 fascists to keep the
Troops Out Movement on the street..
In Edinburgh we should be prepared
to force them to arrest similar num-
bers as the price of keeping the
Connolly Commemoration off the
street. This is a national march that
now more than ever needs a national
mobilisation. This is not a mobilisa-
tion that can be limited to republicans
or socialists or anti-fascists, it is in the
light of recent events, also a demon-
stration for freedom of speech and
the right of assembly. In Edinburgh
we will need individuals from every

party and no party. Unlike London in
January, the forces of the right will be
united in pursuit of a common agen-
da in Edinburgh in June.

t will not be easy but this is a fight

we can win. Moreover it is a fight

we must fight. The question now
posed fo all who call themselves rev-
olutionaries, anti fascists and republi-
cans is this. Are we prepared to
match the determination of a united
opposition? If we do then we beat the
ban and we march in Edinburgh.



he parties of

the conserva-
tive left all
identify with the

Leninist model of

organisation, primari-
ly based on Bolshevik

theory and practice as
it developed after the
1917  revolution.
There would be noth-
ing remarkable in this

if the same parties did
not at the same time
claim to be Marxist.

Yet the theory and practice of
the working class organisation
developed by Marx contradicts
that of the Leninists. It is a case
of either/or, not both.
Occasionally consciousness of
this fact rises to the level of
deliberate intent within the
of the Leninist par-
ties themselves. As Ale
Callinicos of the SWP declares:
"It was left to Lenin and the
Boisheviks in Russia to develop
a different conception of the
workers' party, one closer 10 the
spirit, if not the letter, of Manx's
thought...Lenin urged that such
a party should combine a firm
commitment to revolutionary
principles, excluding all those
who did not acoept these princi-
ples in word and deed, with con-
stant and active involvement in
the life and struggles of the
The SWP should be commend-
ed for at least acknowledging
that their organisation is con-
structed according to principles
other than those outlined by
Marx himself. Most Leninist
organisations simply refuse to
address the point.

This interesting commentary

first, thal Lenin's
conception of the party was “dif-
ferent” from that of Marx and
Engels'. True. Callinicos, realis-
ing that everything Mrax and
Engels wrote and practiced in
relation to party organisation
(the “letter”) contradicts Leninist
principles, invents a metaphysi-
cal category, (the "spirit”) in
which Marxist practice is some-
how ‘realised’ in the Leninist
conception of the party. This
Leninist party exclused all those
who do not accept [revolution-
ary] principles. Marx's single
minded siress on class compo-
sition and the form of open
recruitment that it implies, is
ignored, to be replaced by a
self exclusive ideol-
ogy. The forms of working class
organisation that Marx and
Engels fought all their lives to
develop, “in word and deed", are
overthrown in favour of their pre-
cise opposite. it is only adding
insult to injury to then say that
this is being done in the name of
the "spirit” of their philosophy.
remains nothing more than the
rebuttal of what Marx and
Engels did write, by what they
did not.

While there is no

developed theory of the party
and its role in the

transformation of society in
Marx's writings, in the same
sense that there is a systematic
theory of capitalism. The funda-
mental principles of a Marxist

of Marx's own political
] , the exis-

tence of the International
Working Men's Association.

TWoRKiNG SASE

arx was consistent in his

demand that the
sation of the ng
class had o be of
or

any interal class
collaboration:

“collective appropriation can
only proceed from a revolution-
ary action of the class of produc-
ers - the proletariat - organised
in an independent political
mmmh
founded on the proposition that:
“the working class cannot act,

day it must - and Marx and
have advocated this ever since

1847 - form a separate party
distinct from all others and

clearly and consistently pre-
scribed as the first condition of

its existence, and this was
explicitly the case with the
International:

“When the International was
formed we [Marx and Engels]
expressly formulated the battle-
cry: The emancipation of the
working classes must be
achieved by the working classes
themselves.”

This was precisely why Marx
saw the International as an
advance
‘What was new in the

the contemporary
class struggle in America, for
example, Engels stressed:
“The first step of importance for
every counlry newly enlering
into the [labour] movement is
always the constitution of the
workers as an independent polit-

isation of workers
around il. The political move-
ment of the masses must be

“their own movement - in which
their own mis-

they are driven ‘
takes and leam irom their expe-
rience.” When Engels consid-

ber of lefties gettng together o
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political conditions all serious
success of the proletariat
depends upon an organisation
that unites and concentrates its

forces”.
Capital exists as a “concentrat-
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International operated
spiritorial and authoritarian
agency:

“to talk of secret instructions

!

5

Even in the context of a workers
revolution, Marx indignantly
rejects the idea that the mem-

TS B S T ST i YTTENS S G o w

MARX AND

hammer out a programme for a
‘new' vanguard for the class.
Nothing ever comes of it. On the

and through a specific class
fight. For example, it is well

These forms of organisation
therelore both directly arise out
of the ‘spontanecus’ struggles of
the class and develop only in
association with them. It is in
minate sense that party organi-
sation flows from the social
cohesion of the class in specific
struggles. Some measure, ‘a
certain degree”, of political
organisation is nevertheless

- @essential

“The constitution of the working
class into a political party is
indispensable in order lo ensure
the triumph of the social revolu-
tion and its ultimate end - the
aboliton of classes”

with For Marx, the term ‘party’ has

ered possible
‘radical bourgeois” parties,
saqou oonoo&d that he wl‘:
them, but insisted that in any
such alliance, “the tarian
Chlflfdf'pf.gf ';:o harrm not
S reby.

hie Is the absolute iimit.-
(RA's emphasis)

FORM OF THE CLASS
STRUGGLE

{ course, it remains true

for the class 1o act as

a class and not merely as

a formiess group of individuals,
it needs to be organised politi-
cally, as a ‘party”. Manx's con-
ception of political organisation
itself, however, rests upon the
notion of a general class move-
ment rather than an exclusive
party organisation in the Leninist

As he defines the matter:

“every movement in which the
working class as a class con-
fronts the ruling classes and
tries fo constrain them by pres-
sure from without is a political
movement. For instance, the
atternpt by sirikes efc., in a par-
ticular factory or even in a partic-
ular trade to compel individual
capitalists lo reduce the working
day, is a purely economic move-
ment. On the other hand the
movement fo force through an

none of the Leninist connota-
tions it carries today: the work:
ing class party was composed
simply of “centres of organisa-
tion".

NO AUTHORITY OVER
THE CLASS

at Marx does nol con-
ceive of the working class
‘party’ as anything resem-
bling the disciplined party of
‘professional revolutionaries’ as
it came 1o be understood in the
context of Leninism, becomes
plain as soon as we examine
the constitutional basis of Marx's
principal achievement in the
reaim of activi-
ty - the International Working
Men's Association. The branch-
s of the First international were
lo serve, says Marx, as mere
“cenires for the militant organi-
sation of the working class".
Marx saw the function of the

working class - the
“centre™ as a facilitating one;

ed social force” ranged against
the workers as individuals. Even
though in a majority, the workers
remain relatively helpless
against capital unless they
themseives become a ‘concen-

Yet it is clear that Manx did not
envisage the centralisation of
political and ideclogical

in the workers® organisations.
The necessary centralisation
was rather of an executive and
co-ordinating kind, adjusted to
the promotion of working class
unity in specific areas of
action. In a letter to Engels in
which he describes the inaugur-
al meeting of the International,
he outlines how,

“It was decided to set up a
‘Working Men's International
Association’, the General
Council of which should have its

Kaly, France and "

The role of a centre as an ‘infer-
mediary”, in order Yo link the
various working men's move-
ments and combine them”, is
very dillerent from that of an
authority over them. The inspira-
tion of the International was a
form of international trades
union solidarity; Marx did not
‘invent’ the International; he was
not even a founding member.
“The Association has not been
haiched by a sect or a theory. It
is the spontaneous growth of the

Marx goes on 1o record his
alarm at the prospect of the one
function superseding the other.
He expresses his alarm at a pro-
visional ‘declaration of princi-
ples’ drawn up by a sub-commit-
tee which,

central government of the
European working classes.”

of
religious sanctification of the
‘Central Committee’ or of ‘what
Lenin said’ as it appears in the
Bolshevik party, and later
clones, is uncannily accurate.

plain that he wrote at the
" of the Council (with

the International, including the
most thorough development of
his political principles, the “Ciwil
War in France", was first sub-
jected to the approval, by a vole,
of the Council. When a bour-
geois paper (The Times)
referred to Marx as the ‘chief of
the International”, Marx was
bothered enough to put the
record straight:

‘the General Council of the
International Working Men's
Association, will, | am afraid,
continue o transact its business
without the encumbrance of
either a ‘chief or ‘president.”

The deliberate lack of any per-
manent bureaucracy, of an insti-
tutionalised leadership, is made
very plain:

“In the rules of the International
a president also figures. But in
reality he never had any function
other than chairing the meeting
of the General Council. At my
suggestion, the office, which |
lumed down in 1866, was abol-
ished completely and replaced
by a chairman, who is elected at

retary is the only offi-
cial, because he performs a
The very role of leader’ that the
‘scientific’ Marxists of today are
80 anxious 1o supply for him,
Marx himself contemptuously
rejects, as an ‘encumbrance” 1o
the political organisation of the
working class!

Marx is equally emphatic that,
50 far from political direction pro-
ceeding from a single individual,
it is totally to misconceive the
nature of the International, to
suppose that it directed by a

Committee.

e ammee
SWP rally salute the Ce

Marx’s anticipation of
‘Central Committee’ or
Bolshevik Ml W lﬂkr

It is noteworthy that when the
French government tried to
throw the responsibility for a
series of strikes on the machina-
tions of the International, Marx
responded:

it was nol the International that
threw the workmen into the
strikes, but, on the contrary, it
was the strikes that threw the
workmen info the International.”

He outlines the real process:

‘the flower of the working class
in ail civilised countries belong-
ing to the International, and
being imbued with its ideas, they
are sure everywhere in the
working class movemenis to
take the lead.”

Such elements ‘are sure fo take
the lead"” because of their con-
sciously independent class situ-
ation: not because they are

Political authority was conse-
quently conceived by Marx as
flowing from the bottom up
rather than from the top down;
as a direct consequence:

‘il is in accordance with the pnin-
ciple of the Intemational lo leave
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fo each section the responsibility
for its own programme. "

In a letter to the Lassallean
soclalist Schweitzer, Marx
observes that,

precisely as he prescribes
the working class political

archy and authoritarianism,
“above ai”. The other side of the

The emphasis on integration
with the actually existing strug-
wdhhhm
“It is the business of the
International Working Men's
Association to combine and
generalise the spontaneous
movements of the working
classes, but not to dictate or
deoumsm
whatever. The Congress should
therelore...limit itself 1o the
enunciation of a few
principles.” [Emphasis in the
So far from the politically exclu-
sive vanguard from the
top downwards, Marx insists
that those of the “working men's
party” should work within the

The assertion of the primacy of

WORKING CLASS
% THE LETTE

of the quasi-religious
or of ‘what Lenin said’ as it appears in the
ter clones, is uncannily accurate.

‘party”. Again referring to
Schweitzer, Marx insists that:
“His lmhcrl-‘ and sectarian
whally opposed
fo the historic and
organisation of the working
class.”

As is by now apparent, Marx
saw the “historic and sponia-
neous” isation of the class
precisely in the broad class
alliance of the International.

The nature of the ‘centralisation’
by Marx in the con-
text of working class organisa-
tion is further illuminated by his
of the powers of the
General Council (of which he

governments

‘the Hague Congress [of the

saw the appropri-
aleness and necessity of
extending the powers of the

Council and isil

all actions for the coming strug-
gle, because these acmms

Precisely in reply 1o Bakuninist
accusations of “authoritarian-

ism", Manx countered,

‘Does the General Council have
a bureaucracy or an armed
police force to compel obedi-

sanctification of the

laid before the branches of the
International, are obviously
intended to facilitate, not to limit,
its democratic operation.

Marx then contrasts the ‘centrali-
sation’ of the International with
that of bourgeois governments
who would be powerless “with-
out an army, without police and
without courts”. The histories of
the Politburo and the Cheka
demonstrate conclusively how

was from that of Marx himself,
While both Marx and Engels
famously insisted on the neces-
sity of force in relation to bour-
geois attempts to overthrow the
political power, once estab-
lished, of the working class, this
loree was at once sanctioned

and constituted by the majority
of society itself - in the form of
the proletariat. It did not depend
on an army or a police force - or
a Cheka - standing over society
in the form of an arm of the
slate.

Centralisation of the hierarchical
and authoritarian kind,
reserved for “secret societies”
and “sects”. The forms and
methods of centralist organisa-
tion are counterposed o those

to the independent
political orglmutlon of the
working class. The class organi-
sation, it is clear, must organise
in & form that is opposed 1o hier-

of its operations will be illegal.
Even ater the establishment of
aworkers' state, the use of force
against remnants of the capital-
st will be inevitable. Yet
it is evident that the political
organisation of the working
class in achieving even its

un: must, in its con-
stitutional , incorporate
the social rolalinn;hip: ol a
communist society that form its
ultimate objective. In the famous
words of the Communist
Manifesto:

“The proletarian movement is

the self conscious, mlundn

movement of the immense

mapmy in the interest of the
immense majority.”

NO PROGRAMME

uniting principle of the
International was the com-
bination of working class
aclivists in common practical
objectives. The International
had a number of immediate
aims common 1o all belonging to
the “working men's party” as
Marx termed it. Initially, these
were. the reduction of the work-
ing day; the elimination of the
exploitation of child labour; the
amassing of statistical materials
relating to the condition of the
working class; and the promo-
tion of co-operative ventures
and the politicisation of the
Trade Union movement
Propaganda, support for strikes,
and the formation of defence
committees for workers arrested
by the police, were prominent in
the International's activities
Naturally, in the course of one
hundred years, particular priori-
ties may have shifted; yet the
emphasis on immediate aims
and practical activism remains.

The criterion of ip of
the International was conse-
quently participation in the class
struggle and not conformity to
particular es or

In Marx's own words, *
International does not put forth
any particular creed.” As he
wrole 1o a correspondent in rela-
tion to the programme for the
London dalagalts at the

's first

“l deliberately restricted ll fo
those points which allow of
immediate agreement and con-
certed action by the workers,
and give direct nourishment and
impetus to the requirements of
the class struggle and the
organisation of the workers inio
aclass.”

spreading
. over the world of labour... The

common action by the class,
and the

of the a programme, is repeated
In a slightly different context:
“The of action called
into being by the International

the direct discussions at the
General Congresses will by

organisation's application 10 join
the International, Marx added,

‘It is not for us to analyse
whether or not it is a genuine
expression of the
movement. All we need o know
is that it contains nothing

To hammer home tho point,
Manx
it is part of our principles to

I leave each section free lo for-

mulate its own theoretical pro-
gramme. "[RA's emphasis).

CLASS MOVEMENT

and adapted to the existing
movements, interests and cul-
ture of the class; its aims there-
fore, “should be comprehensive,
80 as fo include
every form of
working class
activity.” This

approach
to political

organisation -
even under
conditions of
iegalty - was
exemplified in
every stage of
Marx's career
as a political
activist. The
Communist
Corresponding Committee he
established in Brussels, was
designed to unite different ten-
dencies within a broad move-
ment of democratic commu-
nism. As Marx was to write
many years later, in 1877,
“When Engels and | first joined
the secret communist sociely,
we made it a condition that
everything lending fo encourage
superstitious belief in authority
was lo be removed from the

dcgrmwhforlhomul Rules.”

workers' movement a common
theoretical programme too.”
Most notable in this and other
such passages is Marx's convic-
tion that the role of the party is a
subordinate, almost informal
one; of facilitating the unity and
consciousness of the class as

which historically culminates in
the authority of the party.
Through the open and democra-
fic i of ideas
different groups of workers
involved in a “community of
action”, a definite body of theory
and programmatic substance
emerges. The programme con-
spicuously is not handed down
from the party centre.

The conception of the political
programme as the vehicle of the
collective ego of the party,
designed o be imposed on the
class, is therefore unambiguous-
ly repudiated. Marx accordingly
did not at any stage propose
that the International should
adopt a centrally devised and
imposed Marxist (or any other)
programme. The International
was explicitly not in the business
of ‘dictating’ to the class on
either programmatic matiers or
the subject of organisational
form

“The Association does not dic-
tate the form of political move-
ments; it only requires a pledge
as lo their end. It is a network of
affiliated societies ing all

International does not presume
lo dictate in [these matters] and
hardly lo advise.”

Again, the entire tendency ol'
this “network of affiliation”,
counterposed to the diiuplma
and authority enforced by the
Leninist party monolith. Article 1

“all working men's societies aim-

ing at the same end, viz. the

protection, advancement and

complete emancipation of the
ing class.”

In respect oi any proletarian

The Leninist oomopmn of the
authoritarian Central Comume

tific’ formulas for the passive
consumption of the workers
could hardly be more alien to
Manx's own practice.

party The organisation and methods

of the Intemational were, on the
contrary, be directly opposed o
both the hl‘m and the spirit of
“in with the fantasc
and mutually antagonistic
organisations of the sects, the
International is the real and mili-
tant organisation of the proletari-
an class in every Thus
the rules of the International
speak only of workers' soci-
elies, all seeking the same
object and all accepting the
same programme - a pro-

gramme limited fo outlining the
major leatures of the proletarian
movement, and leaving the
delails of theory to be worked
out as inspired by the demands
of the practical struggle, and as
a growing out of the exchange
of ideas among the sections,
with an equal hnrmg given to
all socialist views in m Jour-

nals and

There is nothing here of the
exclusivity or ideological rigour
of the Bolshevik party. Just the
opposite

In stark contrast to the Leninist
left of today, Marx takes the con-
ception of open political activity,
of internal democracy and
socialist pluralism, interpreted in
terms of common practical
objectives, to an extreme. There
is no indication that Marx
believed that the forms of plural
ist democracy should ever be
suspended. This point is aptly
illustrated in the brief history of
the Commune itself. Although
wholly marginal during the revo-
lution of March 18 itsell, the con-
spiritorial Blanquist faction
sought to convert the ‘primitive’
democracy of the Commune
into a dictatorial committee of

‘public safety’ - naturally with
themsieves in the place of dicta-
tor. Democratic forms they
argued, had fo be suspended for
the duration of the civil war,
Eventually, as the situation of
the Commune deteriorated, a
majority of Commune members
voted for the dictatorship of a
Committee of Public Safety, by
4510 23. One of the members of
the Majority called for “Yull pow-
ors which may even be used
against members of the
Commune.”

There is no need to elaborate
how well these developments fit
in with the theories of the leninist
parties today. The Minority
issued a Declaration denounc-
ing the Committee and its new

powers:

“it will have the essential effect
of creating a dictatorial power
that will in no way contribute o
the strength of the
Commune...the creation of a
dictatorship by the Commune
would be a ventable usurpation
of the sovereign rights of the

Who were the individuals who
constituted the democratic
Minority? All the members of the
International belonged 1o the
democratic Minority. Moreover,
those few individuals elected to
the Commune who had a a
clear connection with Marx him-
sell, were also, all members of
the democratic Minority. In the
very centre of the heat gener-
ated by a situa-
tion as it erupted into civil
war, all those closest to Marx
and the International unwa-

stood for the democ-
ractic dictatorship of the
Commune, and against the
Committee's dictatorship over
the Commune.

Naturally, neither Marx nor
Engels imagined that the First
International could be resurrect-
ed in exactly its firsf historical
form”, In particular, it is clear
Marx felt, in the conditions of the
1860's, certain programmatic
adaptions had 1o be made (o the
constitutional prejudices ol the
existing Trades Union move-
ment. Further experience
showed that the anti-democratic
manoeuvres of the anarchists
led by Bakunin had to be guard
ed againsl, together with the
activities of agents provocateurs
whose ‘overwhelming zeal look
the form of sefting up new sec-
tions of unparalieled radicalism”

The First Intemational then, pro-
vides an unsurpassed guide to
the practical direction of Marxist
political principles. As the
International developed, the
General Council was given the
power 1o refuse admittance of
any new branch, but only sub-
ject to the confirmation of the
next Congress. Similarly, the
General Council could decide in
the case of a conflict between
two branches, but only until the
following Congress, “which
would decxde definitively” These
powers existed in the context of
an unconditionally democratic
structure. The General Council
was, “from the first”, nothing
more than the Association's
“executive arm’. The regulations
of the International expressly
stipulated that “The General
Council is bound to execute
the Congress resolutions", and
this was its ‘prime duty"

(emphasis in onginal)

There is therefore, not a shred
of evidence to suggest thal Marx
or Engels believed that the
working class composition, the
open democralic structure, or
the onentation towards immed:-
ate, practical struggles of the
class could ever be superseded
Just as the closed vanguard
form of the conservative Leninist
parties belongs to the past, so
the First International remains
the model for the socialist organ-
isation of the future.

F. GORDON



Though uniikely to cross Ihl
paths of many Red Action
readers, these sociopathic bul-
foon figures include Auberon
Waugh, ‘Peter Simple’
Telegraph,

‘Beachcomber' of

and new recruit, sell-styled
‘young' fogey A N Wilson in the
Evening Standard.

The function that these
columns serve Is slightly per-
verse - 1o express the bigotries,
prejudice and hatred native to
the bourgeois and petty bour-
geois mind, that when
expressed in cold print are so
inane, seedy or blatantly fas-
cist, that they have to be
defused or disowned in some
way. Hence the satirical tone:
outwardly, these columns are
for ‘amusement’,

One of Wilson's recent
columns was of particular inter-
est. Under the witty headiine,
‘Is there a role for the prole?
he complains (they always
complain);

“Ours is the first age in history
in which the plebs, or the prole-
taniat, or whatever polite word
you conjure up for them, have
no function in life.”

He reasons:

“Nearly every function which

NO ROLE FOR
THE PROLE!

bourgeoisie - capitalist pro-
duction without the working

used fo be performed by proles class.

can now be done much more
efficiently by a machine. Apart
from a few rudimentary clean-
ing jobs, there is aimosi no
function in today's worid for the
urban prole.”

The working class, except for a
few rural pheasant beaters,
cap doffers and the sprinkling
of urban olks needed to clean
the houses of toffs like A N
Wilson, is socially redundant

Mr Wilson regrets that,

“In @ decent world, the obvious
‘eugenic’ solution - fo sew Up
the wombs of Sun readers’
wives - cannot be contemplat-
ed. We, the bourgeoisie, are
too gentle and kind to admit
that there is a whole category
of being ruining our country
and who we would be so much
better off without. "

This is where the ‘humour’
comes in, for although Wilson
and his type poke fun al lefties
who accuse them of being fas-
cists, he knows as well as any-
one else that the logical and
historical solution to his com-
plaints is a ‘eugenic’ one as he
says, albeit ‘in fun’- the forcible
sterilisations and extermination
camps of the Nazis,

He and his middle class audi-
ence cannot comfortably admit
fo themselves that they are on
the same level as Borman,
Mengele and the chaps - yet at
the same time, cannot let go of
the fantasy of a purified capital-
ist society and the logic it
entails. Their reactionary poi-
son therefore expresses itself
in the peculiar form of a class
snobbery that amuses itself
with the deeply disturbed fanta-
sy of stitching up Sun reader's
wives.

Of course, in his lucid
moments, Mr Wilson knows
that his presumably rather
agreeable house was built by
‘urban proles’ and not by a
Mitsubishi house building
robot, and that the millions who
drudge their lives away in fac-
tories are there to make the
profits out of which Mr Wilson
Is paid, and not simply because
the boss likes to see someone
busy about the place. But he
wighes with all his soul that this
were not the case - he cannot
help fantasising that everyone
could be middle class. He is
reverting to the very essence
of the age old dream of the

Glimpses of reality feed into
this beatific vision; the middie
classes on whose behalf
Wilson lets out his bile, are well
aware of the fact that they live
in a country where millions of
working people are reliant on
stale benefits and are without
any realistic prospect of work.
This annoys the bourgeocis
mind intensely. They are also
dimly aware that these large
‘armies’ of the unemployed or
underemployed are somehow
permanent features of these
societies. Recognising that full
employment is not compatible
with the social order, it seems
to them that some form of
‘elimination’ is the answer.

Mr Wilson says so straight out
for his ‘function’ - like the royal
jester in medieval courts - is o
say out loud what it is impossi-
ble for others to speak. It is
then but a step to imagine that
whal is true for a part of the
working class might be true of
the whole. Instead of a part of
the working population being a
‘surplus’ population, the entire
working class is imagined to be
surplus to the requirements of
the modem capitalist economy
(except cleaners - the middle
classes love their cleaners).
But precisely how is the bizarre
bourgeois fantasy that the
working class is ‘redundant’, an
excrescence on the healthy
body politic, or Wilson's
phrase, that there are 'no roles
for proles’, connected with real-
ity?

Marx sets out the answer to
this and related questions in
his monumental analysis of
capitalist development, Das
Capital. He concludes that,
“The working population pro-

duces both the accumulation of
capital and the means by which
it Is itself made relatively super-
fluous; and it does this to an
extent which is always increas-

ing.
Marx does immediately warn
us that:

“This is a law of population

powlmra!hommsfrmda level of

of production; and in fact every
pamcu!ar historical mode of
has its own special

laws of production, which are
historically valid within that par-
ticular sphere. An abstract law
of population exists only for
plants and animais, and even

then only in the absence of any
historical intervention by man.*

Marx identifies two forms of

unemployment:

‘the more striking form of the
extrusion of workers already
employed, or the less evident,
but not less real, form of a
greater difficulty in absorbmg

The Tories for example, have
recently made some play of the
idea that the number of jobs
has remained steady (i
that the rate of employment
has really remained stable!),
but that there are just too many
new people coming onto the
job market and that therefore
yment is somehow the
fault of the birth-rate. Nature,
not society, is to blame.
Presumably the solution is for
polential parents to assess the
state of the job market in eigh-
teen years time and exercise
restraint (or have it exercised
for them). This is part of the
logic that Wilson adopts in
advocating the ‘eugenic’ solu-
tion that he is of course, almost
100 nice 1o mention

It is easy to refute this idea.
The absolute level of popula-
tion during the Thirties for
instance, was considerably
lower than it is now; but the
same high levels of unemploy-
ment existed - and despite,
contrary to Wilson's argument,
there being a far lower level of
mechanisation. Therefore it
cannot be the number of peo-
ple in a country (or the level of
mechanisation alone) that
determines whether people
can find jobs or not. Similarly,
while there has been no
increase in the absolute level
of population in this country
over the past two or three
years, the number of unem-
ployed has rocketed. If, as
racists argue, immigration were
responsible for

then the number of extra immi-
grants over the same period
would correspond to the num-
ber of unemployed. But in the
Thirties, the level of immigra-
tion was negligible and the
was sky
high, while in recent years,
unemployment has shot up,
but the level of immigration has
fallen dr . So immigra-
lion cannot be the cause of

ment.

Marx argues that because

human beings produce the
means of their own subsis-
tence in a specific mode of pro-
duction (for example, slavery,
feudalism or capitalism), it is
the nature of a given society,
nol nature itself, that fixes the
appropriate level of population.
For example, under capitalist
conditions, there may be plenty
of food, but if the worker has

- no employment, he will have

no money 1o buy it. Therefore:
it is the means of

and not of subsistence which
put the worker in the category
of surplus population”

, the existence
ofa ‘lurplul' population
above a certain level is a
social not a natural fact.

Marx argued that the laws spe-
cific to capitalist development
as enforced by the existence of
competition between different
capitalists, meant that the level
of labour productivity, i.e. the
qQuantity of goods produced by
a given quantity of labour, must
always increase. Within capital-
ism, the principal way in which
productivity was increased, in
addition to the intensification of
labour or the extension of the
working day, was by the intro-
duction of machinery

Marx concluded that not only
would the mass of the means
of production, plant, machinery,
buildings, elc. increase as pro-
duction increased, but that in
relative terms, the amount of
labour employed would
decrease. More machines
meant fewer workers.

“partly by placing af the capital-
ist's disposal a new strata of
the working class previously
inaccessible to him [Marx
means women and children]
partly by sefting free the work-
ers it supplants, machinery pro-
duces a surplus working popu-
lation which is compelled to
submit to the dictates of capi-
tal.*

Moreover, he argued that the
increased use of machinery
would occur not merely in step
with increases in production,
but at a much quicker rate.
Thus if the production of cars
increased from 10 to 100 this
would imply a greater than ten-
fold increase in the mass of

inery, eic. involved, but a
less than tenfold increase in
the number of workers
employed. When the produc-
tion of cars is increased from
100 to 1,000, the rate at which

the mass of machinery
replaces human labour accel-
erates still further.

Because the scale of produc-
tion is larger, more wage
labour than before may be
empioyed in fotal, but steadily
less in relation to the quantity
of production. Marx cmdwl.a

population,
Mechanisation and automation
therefore create a permanent
tendency for large sections of
the working population to be

made redundant in the produc-
tion process. Other factors
determine whether or not they
can then be re-employed in
other branches of production.
Marx gives reasons for suppos-
ing that under capitalist condi-
tions, a large proportion of the
working population will almost
always be without work.

Marx immediately emphasises
that this “redundant working
population” is ‘surplus’ only in
the sense that it is “a popula-
tion which is superfluous to
capital’'s average requirements
for its own valorization®.
“Valorization”is the name Marx
gives 1o making a profit: he is
saying that due to the intemal
mechanics of capitalist produc-
tion itself, a proportion of the
available working population
cannot be employed by the
capitalist class 1o make a profit.
But since capitalists only
employ anyone if they can
make a profit from their labour,
then in a capitalist society this
means that this proportion of
the working population

Marx was writing 130 years
ago: his ‘prophecy’, i.e. his
analysis of how capitalism had
been obliged to develop in the
past and would therefore tend
to develop in the future, has
been vindicated past all argu-
ment. The strength of his
analysis might be put in per-
spective by imagining a con-
temporary writer attempting to
identify the determining eco-
nomic and social tendencies of
societies in 130 years from
now - in say, 2120! The same
observed tendencies, in the
terms in which they filter
through to common middle
class bigotry, results in the
opinion expressed by profes-

trary, the army of the unem-
ployed is essential for the
fullest of produc-
tion under capitalist conditions.
Marx argues that if large sec-
tions of the working population
were nol unemployed, i.e. able
to serve as potential workers,
the levels of capitalist produc-
tion would actually fall.
Paradoxically, in the typical
capitalist economy, the exis-
tence of large numbers of
non-working

ist accumulation, indeed it
becomes a condition for the
existence of the capitalist mode
o -
So far from being a hindrance
to capitalist production, Marx
clmrns that capitalism would
were it not for the
existence of significant num-
bers of the unemployed. The
surplus population,
“forms a disposable industrial
reserve army, which belongs to
capital just as absolutely as if
the latter had bred it at its own
cost. of the lim-
its of the actual increase of
population, it creates a mass of
human material always ready
for exploitation by capital in the
interests of capital's own
changing valorization [profit
making] requirements.”

The real key is in Marx's
phrase referring 1o the “mass of
human material always ready
for exploitation”. Capitalist pro-
duction, says Marx is “cyclical”
In contrast to the stable levels
of production of previous soci-
ebes

“The mass of social wealth,

with the advance of
accumulation and capable of
being transformed into addi-
tional capital, thrusts itself fran-
tically into old branches of pro-
duction, whose market sudden-
ly expands, or into newly
formed branches, such as rail-
ways elc. or the computer
industry today] which now
becomes necessary as a result
of the further development of
the old branches.”

But where these conditions
obtain,

‘in al such cases, there must be
the possibility of suddenly throw-
ing great masses of men inio the
decisive areas without doing any
mbmmam



IPLO. Although

situation within its ranks and blamed Brown's death on “a
had stolen IPLO weapons and colluded
with loyalists”, the people of Belfast were aware that the
five psychopathic-led factions who had united in an

tion” when it was leamed that their past crimes would not only be for-
given but that in future they could carry out the same crimes at the
point of a loaded gun and with the IPLO's blessing and protection.
Woe betide anyone who stood in their way. (The perfect example of
this was when four drunken members of the IPLO were expelled
from a Belfast nightclub for abusive language and violent and

ing and jostiing for power within the IPLO. Many a door was kicked
in, many a member was beaten with huri, baseball bat and iron bar
and many a member was pistol-whipped and even shot as a result of
the power struggle. The ordinary person on the Falls Road comment-
ed many times on such and such who lived beside them who was
driving a new car or motorbike and sporting designer clothes when
prior 1o joining the IPLO they had nothing and were always bormow-

ing.

There were bets taken by puniers in bars as to how much of a per-
centage from an armed robbery and IPLO member had 1o give 1o his
“organisation”. Even when money from armed robbery and extortion
was handed over to the finance officer” there was no guaranitee of
where it was going. The Belfast Brigade OC who took over when
Martin ‘Rook’ O Prey was shot by his loyalist drug-pushing allies, was
purported 1o have absconded with a sum of money in excess of
£5,000.

Such was the amount of beatings, bickering and shootings handed
out over misappropriated funds that Jimmy Brown had to step in to
try and cool the situation. Brown, rather than see his baby, his dream,
his own organisation, disintegrate, acted like a modern-day Al
Capone and spiit Belfast among the emerging warlords. Each would
be responsible for the armed robbenies, extortion, drink and cigarette
hijacks in their own areas.

Two years ago a gang of drunken IPLO members in Divis flats physt-
cally and sexually assaulted, tortured and raped a young woman for
a number of hours. Local people who heard the young woman's
screams were 100 frightened to help her when they recognised her
torturers. The outcry which followed led to a march of the Falls Road
by women's groups calling for the disbandment of the IPLO. The
IPLO responded by, supposedly, punishing a few of the eight mem-
bers responsible (let the lads get drunk, slap a few about a bit, and
graze a couple them, and call it knee-capping).

The attempt by Brown to appease the bickering warlords worked for
a while, it gave the illusion once more of harmony to the onlooker. In
fact, it worked too well. Since its inception, the IPLO have been
responsible for the execution of one member of the security forces, a
policeman shot on the Ormeau Road in 1987, and a failed blast-
bomb attack on a manned sangar at Queen Street Police Station,
and camied out by a member who had spent the previous four hours
in the City Centre bar drinking heavily. Since these two attacks, the
IPLO had not carried out anything which could be considered 1o be a
military or legitimate aftack, all their actions since bore more resem-
blance to the Italiar/Amencan mafia
than to an Irish Republican
Liberation Movement.

Jimmy Brown had always been a
devious character who made sure
that no matter whal muck was
thrown none of it stuck to Jimmy
Brown. At the end of the IPLO
attack on the RSM when Gerard
Steenson, chief warlord and leader
of the IPLO factions, was executed
by the INLA, Brown, knowing his
time was running out, arranged
peace talks
through two
Catholie

priests.
it has long
been known
and is well
established and
documented
fact that the
IPLO in their
drug-running
racket have

had meetings with both UFF and
UVF members in bars and clubs
in the Village, Shankhill Road,
East Belfast and City Centre
bars. Brown once again showed

in the Orange Cross Club, a
known UVF establishment,

" the IPLO hitlist. Seawright agreed
and Brown, pushing his luck a bit, asked Seawright to speak to the
UDA/UFF about getting his name off their list as well

Brown then, in his wisdom, aware of what the ordinary working class
person was saying, understood that unless he made a radical move
and got his members fo hit a ‘legitimate’ target, his movement's mask
of ‘republican socialism’ would siip entirely. He dispatched an IPLO
hit-squad to kil George I you believed in the devil it was
better lo make a deal with him than the IPLOI!

In 1991, someone leaked a story to an Irish Sunday paper stating
that the IRA, who at this time were waging a war on drugs dealers
and pushers, had an intelligence unit investigating IPLO/UVF/UFF
collusion in a major six-county drugs ring. Within a week of the story
being leaked the IPLO shot dead a “loyalist paramilitary” on Belfast
Tates Avenue. The man shot dead was as described by the IPLO a
loyalist activist but what the IPLO failed to point out was that the
same man was a link-man between the UFF and the IPLO. Forensic
evidence of the murder shows that the security reinforced door was
opened from inside (he knew those who called??).

The IRA intefligence unit, along with local drugs users tell us that a
delivery of marfjuana, hash, grass, had been delivered to the flat a
week prior 10 the shooting and that at least one member of the gang
who shot this mand dead had been to the flat four or five times since
the delivery.

Was it the fact that the IPLO fearing of proof of their links to loyalism
and drug dealing thal made them shoot dead one of their onerous
allies? Or was it that this man held back the biggest par of the con-
signment for either his own organisation or his own profit? Or was it
just the fact that a certain paper let them know they (the IPLO) were
under invetsigation by the IRA? Whatever the reason, they entered
an ally's house and broke the pact yet again. (Later inquiries from
IRA and INLA inteligence units found that not only did they shoot an
ally but they litted an unspecified amount of money about five thou-
sand pounds worth of drugs). Not a bad night really, silence some-
one who might incriminate you, money and drugs to boot.

Due to a few members (founder members) of the IPLO looking for
membership of and being accepled by the IRA (there are rumours to
the fact that Brown himself applied to join Sinn Fein after the rape at
Divis Flats when ex-gunmen from the IPLO fried to leave enmasse!)
Brown decided once again to get the IPLO's *war of liberation” into
gear. What resulted was a blatant and inexplicable attack on the
protestant religion. The shooting dead of a teenager working in a
video shop was followed by the murder of an old age pensioner in a
North Beltast bar. In the early days of their existance, the IPLO were
heard 1o tell the youth of Ardoyne that they were the CRF (Catholic
Reaction Force) responsible for such sectarian attacks as the attack
on a gospel meeting in the Armagh parish of Darkley. They deliber-
ately targetted the youth of Ardoyne (a nationalist enclave surround-
ed by strong loyalist areas) in the hope that such an area, attacked
time after time by loyalist murder gangs would be so bent on revenge
that the youth would rush 1o join their “organisation”. Such was their
modum operandi in an area terrorised by loyalists they preached sec-
tarianism; in an area where the IRA had crime under control they
preached “criminal” socialism and in an area where the INLA were
preaching socialism and workers' power, they preached anti-social
behaviour and personal gain.

Brigadier Frank Kitson, one time GOC for the British occupation
forces has written many books on counter-insurgency. His main plan
(as used by America, Israel etc) was 1o use a native group within the
war zone 1o give the impression that the liberation struggle being
waged as either a civil war or that a group of communist-backed “ter-
rorists” were terrorising the indiginous people. The IPLO, without any
prompting from the British army or RUC (unlike the Peace People,
FAIT etc who are and always were British sponsored) became such
a group

From their inception they were recognised by all sides in the Irish
conflict for what they are, a counter-revolutionary organisation. All
factions of the IPLO have members within their ranks who were
either expelled or not accepted by the INLA or IRA as suspected
informers.

The fact that these warlords and their cohorts have BritRUC inmuni
ty to carry out their crimes dales back to 1987 and is imefutable. The
fact that they were able, during their attempt to annihilate the
IRSP/INLA, to drive through, without being stopped or on some
occassions having been stopped, to carry on and mount armed
attacks on leading members of the R.S.M. one such attack took

place within ten yards of a heavily fortified BrivR.U.C. base and
directly in view of a manned sangar, even so the two gunmen Gerard
Steenson and Rook O Prey were able and confident enough to stay
in the house for five minules having fired upwards of ten rounds from
the weapons they carried, left the house in a car registered to an
IPLO member without the Brits/RUC having fired a shot or even see-
ing the car registration number.
When the last Bellast brigade OC decided to retire (five grand the
ficher). Brown gave this well sought after position 1o a lad not long
out of Long Kesh (an ex-provo who had been dismissed from the IRA
because of his instability and disinclination to take orders and general
unreliability. Brown was rubbing his hands with glee, his
had suffered quite a few defections to the provos of leading IPLO fig:
ure since the Divis Flats rape, now he had an ex-provo, albeit an
expelled one, as his Bellast commander. The unpredictability of his
new commander, which led to him being thrown out of the IRA, ws to
be fatal to Jimmy Brown
After months of in-fighting and bickering over the sales of drugs
money. Each faction was flexing its muscles stealing weaponry from
each other, beating up rival members and even mounting attacks on
each others headquarters. The Belfast Brigade IPLO visited a city
centre bar in Belfast used by a rival IPLO faction to push thew drugs
They held the staff capture and hi-jacked a drinks delivery to the bar
Things were coming o a head. Members of the various IPLO group
ings started running about in gangs and many of them were even
carrying firearms for their own protection.
Brown, who had moved his base to Dublin, returning to Belfast
occassionally to collect the proceeds from armed robberies extortion,
prolection rackets and drug-pushing. was asked by the other factions
to come North and tell the new Belfast Brigade commander to toe the
line or things would get out of hand. At a meeting on the 17th of
August there was a healed argument between Brown and his com-
mander. Brown was not used to having his authority challenged,
Brown always got things his way. The commander on the other hand
had to protect his new found power. Threats were issued by both men
and they were not the best of friends when they parted
The foliowing day Brown and a colleague were returning from a
mediation meeting with the provos in the Clonard area when thedy
spotted the Belfas! Brigade leaders at the botiom of Cionard Street
Brown, as brash as ever, pulled over and screeched to a halt beside
him to issue some more threats. The commander, who had armed
himself after the argument the day before, believed that Brown and
his colleague were either going to abduct or shool him. He produced
his weapon and despite Brown's pleas not 1o shoot he was hit a
number of times in the head and died instantly
In the denials and rumours of a feud situation which followed, an
IPLO spokesperson claimed that the same 'drugs gang' responsible
for Brown's death had also colluded with the UVF in their shooting of
Rook O Prey. It was alleged that an associate of the commander had
unlocked O Prey's back door to aliow entry to the UVF gunmen. In
the days following Brown's shooting, there were a few attempts by all
sides 10 shoot rival members. When Hugh McKibben was shot on 27
August, allegedly by the commander himself, i was obvious to the
onlooker who was getting the upper hand. The commander and
members of his Belfast Brigade faction were in hiding, venturing out
only to mount an attack on his rival factions and then disappearing
again. So frustrated were his rivals at not being able to hit any of the
faction directly they resorted to a tactic first used by the IPLO during
its 1987 attack on the RSM. If you can't hit an individual, hit a relative
or friend of that individual. So a murder squad was dispatched 1o
shoot Michael Mackdin, an unconnected victim, who they claim drove
the getaway car after the McKibben shooting. This was a blatant lie
but they were clutching at siraws.
The attacks on these factions by the commander's faction was cost-
ing the IPLO dearly. As well as the fact that many of their men were
in hiding in fear of their lives, the Belfast Brigade faction were visiting
known haunts of their rivals and warning people 10 steer clear of and
stop buying drugs from their rivals. It was obvious that there were
very few funds in the IPLO coffers. Three local social clubs and a
Falls Road pub were robbed by IPLO members, whether for the
“organisation” or to line their own pockets is open 1o speculation. One
thing was certain to the IPLO, the commander had to be removed by
any means necessary.
As | have said earlier in this article, it is a well known fact that all fac-
tions of the IPLO have been infiltrated by all sections of the ‘security’
forces. The ‘security’ forces know the background of the ex-provo
running the Belfast Brigade IPLO and would clearly love to get him in
a shoot-to-kill position. Many believe that the commnader was meant
fo be shot dead by RUC/Brits on a previous occassion but that due to
his personal security procedures they failed in their attempt to murder
him. The commander and a colieague had received information on a
meeting of IPLO members in North Belfast, so armed with a Czech
Skorpion machine-pistol they set out to aftack this meeting. Rather
than blunder into what was a carefully set RUC/Brit trap, they parked
the car, leaving the weapon behind and set off on foot 1o eye up the
situation. The result was that both men were arrested a lew streets
from the car and its contents. Had they driven into the street where
they were arrested there is no doubt that both would have been shot
dead.
With the commander off the street, the IPLO were free to resume
their criminal activities but before doing so they had to
once more justify their existence by attacking a ‘legitimate
target. The target they chose was a gay bar in Belfast City
Centre. In the words of the person who set the device
which gutted the bar, “| have a bomb for your queer bar."
Obviously, a highly political Republican soldier!
Just as a footnote to loyalistIPLO collusion, it emerged at
Belfast Crown Court this week that six men found in pos-
session of drugs in a flat in a predominantly loyalist area
last week were all members of the IPLO believed by the
RUC to have been involved in the internal IPLO feud
EPILOGUE
On Saturday 31 October 1992, the IRA launched a mas-
sive operation involving over 100 volunteers against
drug pushers In the West Belfast area. During the
operation, a leading member of the IPLO was execut-
ed. Others, members of both factions, were also tar-
getted and wounded. In a statement, the IRA
explained: “The involvement of so many IPLO mem-
bers in drug dealing meant that it was inevitable that
resolute action by the IRA against drug pushers
would, as a by-product, call into question the contin-
ued existence of the IPLO itself. At midnight on 2
November 1992, both factions of the IPLO disbanded.
Michael Colling
Belfast.



SEIZE THE TIME -BOBBY
SEALE

cultural nationalists, on the
campus who used o project all
this cultural nationalism. They
were so engrossed in all this
cultural nationalism, they just
hated white people simply for

Seale himself had been associ-
ated with a group of cultural

nationalists, “the so-called
West Coast RAM
(Revolutionary Action

Movement).” Realising that the
RAM were not about ‘action’ at
all, Seale broke with them and
took up with Huey Newton, a
local hood who had been
impressed with the writings of
Frantz Fanon and Mao Tse
Tung. Together they broke with
another cultural nationalist
group, the SSAC (Soul
Students Advisory Council).
“Malcolm X talked about organ-
isation and doing things... The
cultural nationalists, on the
other hand, wanted lo sit down
and articulate bulishit... This is
the difference, the line of
demarcation in fact, between
the revolutionaries and those
who are jiving in the confines of
the ory walls, the ivory lowers
of the college.”

Rejecting the cultural national-
ists meant rejecting their social
base, the college educated
black student

“Huey understood the meaning
of what Fanon was saying
about organising the lumpen
proletariat first, because Fanon
explicitly pointed out that if you
didn't organise the lumpen pro-
letariat and give a base for

organising the brother who's »

pimping, the brother who's hus
tling, the unemployed, the
downtrodden, the brothe:
who's robbing banks, who's noi
politically conscious...the
power structure would organise
these cats against you.”
James Forman, a leading
activist in the civil rights organi-
sation, SNCC (Students Non-
violent Co-ordinating
Commitiee), commented:

“The emphasis on recruiting
streel brothers, young people
from the | |, rather than
college students, gave it a
large base and eliminated
some of the class tensions
which we [SNCC] had experi-
enced.”

Huey and Bobby started from
scraich. They wrote a ten point
programme,

“A programme that relates to
the people. A programme the
people can understand. A pro-
gramme the people can read
and see, which expresses their
desires and needs at the same
The idea was to connect direct-
ly with the immediate concerns
of working class black people
inthe ndghhoumood

“This is what the shit boils
down fo - lo what the people

- says,

, within a social

nationalists,
LeRoi Jones,
want, or some
jive-ass under-
ground RAM
motherfucker
wants, or what
some jive moth-
erfucker in
some college
studying bulishit
talking
esoteric shit
about the basic
social-economic
structure...s0
that no black
man even
understands.”
Organisation

layer that the
conventional left
barely contact-
ed was the aim:
“Huey P
Newton knew
that once you
organise the
brothers he ran
with, he fought
with, he fought
against...once
you organise
those brothers,

With Bobby as chairman and
Huey as ‘Minister of Defence’,
they were up and running, as
he says, ‘Just like that”

They were asked why the pan-
ther became the symbol of the
Party:
*The nature of the panther is
that he never attacks. But if
anyone aftacks him, or backs
him into a corner, the panther
comes up fo wipe that aggres-
sor or that attacker oul,
absolutely, resolutely. wholly,
and .

So the Black Panthers were
the "Black Panther Party for
Self-Defence” (BPPSD). Other
cultural nationalist groups who
traded on the Black Panther
name, “paper panthers” Seale
calls them, began to organise
Their tactic was to “print some-
thing that was an attempt to cut
us up intellectually.” In practice,
they approached the working
class elements of the BPPSD
to “provide security” at events.
For the cultural nationalists, the
“house niggers”, the BPPSD
were the “field niggers”; (rather
as Red Action were regarded
as the field niggers of the left
by Leninist groups). Despite
talk of armed struggle, the cul-

"NIGGERS
WITH

GUNS!"

'SEIZE THE TIME'.
THE STORY OF THE BLACK PANTHER PARTY

Huey Newton in 1968.

along with other people. We do
not fight racism with racism.
We fight racism with solidarity.
We do not fight exploitive capi-
falism with black capitalism.
We fight capitalism with basic
socialism.”

How was the concept of a
“nation within a nation” to be
approached? Seale relates a

class, not race:

“All of us are labouring-class
people, employed or unem-
ployed...so that in essence it is
not at all a race struggle...in
our view il is a class siruggle
between the massive proletari-
an working class and the smail,
minority ruling class. Working
class people of all colours must
unite against the exploitive,

BOBBY SEALE.

money for guns by selling
Mao's Red Book to college
kids. This was the way it went:
“We'll protect a mother, protect
a brother, and protect the com-
munity from the racist cops.
And in tum we get brothers in
the isation and they will in
turn relate to the Red Book.
They will relate to political, eco-
nomic, and social equality in
defence of the community.”

After a number of confronta-
tional incidents, the media
began 1o show a predictably
sensationalised interest. The
whole thing took off with an
armed demonsiration at the
California State Capitol, in May
1967. The Panthers were on
the front page of the London
Times. The first heavy arrests
were made. Twenty-four
Panthers were charged with
that old favourite, conspiracy.
For Seale, “the Afro-American
lumpen proletariat had become
the vanguard.” Police persecu-
tion was intensified, to the point
that Huey Newton was arrest-
ed after a gun battle in which
er badly wounded. Huey in jail
became a potent symbol of the
struggle of black Americans
against the racist state, and
membership of the Panthers,

"they approached the working class elements of the Black Pamhers to "provide

security’ at events. For the cultural nationalists, the 'house niggers', the Black

Panthers were the 'field niggers'

- rather as Red Action were regarded as the

field niggers of the left by Leninist groups."

tural nationalists consistently
failed to produce armed ele-
ments on the street that could
withstand confrontational situa-
tions with the police:

“They were just trying to make
guards oul of us, for some art-
work shit around there. They
were frying to give us
orders...That became a real
thing in distinguishing the
brothers off the block and
those who only talk, those who
have their intellectual posses-
sions in pawn lo the man, the
power structure of this racist,
capitalist system."

Relations were broken off, and
the cultural Black Panthers
faded away.

The ‘nationalism’ of the ‘Self
Defence' Panthers was under-
stood in the following way:

‘We...see ourselves as a
nation within a nation, but not
for any racist reasons. We see
it as a necessity for us to
progress as human beings and
live on the face of this earth

conversation with Yippie (a
yippie' is a ‘political’ hippy)
Jerry Rubin in which several
factors are combined

oppressive ruling class. So let
me emphasise again - we
believe our fight is a class
struggle and not a race strug-

“When | told him that we gle.

wouidn't be defining ourselves
as a nation within a nation
based on colour alone, that we
would be defining ourselves as
a nation within a nation based
on the existing economic status
of black America, Jerry under-
stood this. Our geographical
location here in America, that
we are in fact second class citi-
2zens, and that we are scaftered
in wreiched ghettoes and rural
areas in the thousands and mil-
lions...also the language of the
black community as it is direct-
ly related to the ecolonised sit-
uation that black people live in,
the oppressive conditions that
we are all subjected to; all of
this, from history o now, is the
foundation for our psychologi-
cal make-up.”

The basis of organisation
therefore, is explicitly based on

The activities of the embryo
party began with the basics. In
America, the apen carrying of
weapons was a constitutional
right, but not one that blacks
were expected 10 exercise. As
foday, the primary fact of life for
those living in black ghettoes
was police harassment in its
most extreme forms. So Huey
and Bobby got hold of an M-1
rifie and a pistol and, “ficated
around the streets, and we
patrolled pigs. We followed
pigs.” They established an
office and began 1o recruit.
They held meetings and politi-
cal education sessions. The
nucleus soon built up to around
40 members. A Black Panther
newspaper was started, at first,
a simple broadsheet. “And from The
there what did we do? We just
patrolled pigs.” They raised

rocketed from around 75 to
over 5,000 over the next few
years on the back of a 'Free
Huey' campaign. Initially, the
cultural nationalists tried to take
over, attempling to replace a
white lawyer with a black
lawyer, etc., which Seale
rejected as sheer racism:
‘Black racism is a fault of a few
within the black community.
Black racism is a very selfish
thing, it is definitely not a pro-
gressive or a productive thing.”
He also noted that some of the
people calling for an all black
legal team, simply wanted the
work for themselves.

The real work was done by
working class blacks.
“A lot of brothers were flocking
Io the party. There were a lot of
brothers, a lot of party mem-
bers who worked doing leafiet-
ting, ummmm
m»ynufuﬁﬂw
mhnmadum
alliance” with a predominantly
white group, the ‘Peace and
Freedom’ party, and ran Huey

*Alliances bom-n poor
oppressed peoples work out

readily. It is the poor oppressed
who have to dictate

their political desires and
needs, and explain what
should be done and what
should not be done.

relate to. We even have a
problem with black students
sometimes because they tend
to have a detached under-
standing of the realities in the
biack community.”

At the same time, Seale
wamed:

“We are not against intelli-
gence. The Party is very intell-
gent and we read the same
matenials that the college stu-
dents have. But it's different
when cals like Huey Newton
and Eldridge Cleaver write and
talk, because it comes out of
experience. It comes from the
guts of their souls.”
These differences showed up
when the Panthers formed a
high profile “working alliance”
with the most radical civil rights
group of the time, SNCC.
“A lot of cats down there were
college students. They couldn't
see it when we told them that a
lot of their ideas were black
racist and that we couldn’t
operate in a black racist
thing...Black racism is not overt
in most people in the black
community, but its the way a lot
of those cats in the colleges
think. They think about their
own selves being free, and
they think with the sarme racism
that a lot of white people pro-
Jject on to them. And you're not
going to end racism by perpet-
uafing more racism."
The “working alliance", which
was effectively with SNCC
executives, Rap Brown,
Carmichael and James
Forman, eventually split apart.

Seale says that the cultural
nationalists, “projected a puri-
lanical concept of blackness.
They relate only to the purity of
blackness, of being a black
person.” This is a concept
taken directly from the ‘puri-
lanism' of the white suprema-

cists. In a telling analysis,

Seale asserts that:

“black racism, and cultural
nationalism were ultimately
the tools of the power struc-
ture [RA's emphasis], and that
they stagnale the people’s rev-
olutionary struggle for needed
change in the community.”

The reality is that:

“We know about the brain-
washing of black people, but
this is not really separate from
the brainwashing of the prole-
tarian masses
America...One must tell the
true history in terms of the
class struggle, the small ruling
class i and -
ing the massive, proletarian
working class. When | say
working class, | mean those
that are employed and unem-
ployed, living below subsis-
tence and at subsistence
level.”

and murder of prominent
Panther activists hotted up.
Prominent activists Bobby
Hutton and Bunchy Carter
were murdered, Eldridge
Cleaver and David Hilliard
were arrested. Other activists
were 10 receive the same treat-
ment, John Huggins, Fred
Hampton, Mark Clark and
Tommy Lewis, were the best
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Seale concedes that the
Panthers’ suffered

organisation
from a number of problems
that it brought upon itself. Its
paramilitary origins corre-
sponded to what James
Forman
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gun.” Political activities that
didn't directly involve armed

a position of secondary impor-
tance.

The situation became serious
enough for the Party 1o institute
a purge of members in January
1969. The CIA and FBI had
previously had considerable
success in infiltrating touts and
agent provocateurs into the
Panthers' networks, causing
considerable disarray. The
purge appeared to solve the

upon the key leaders and
organisers and co-ordinalors of
the Party throughout Los

. About 50 members,

i

the key ones, the ones who But

were leading and organising
other groups of people in the
community, were amested over
and over again. Ninety percent
of the charges on all those
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image of the
a of criminals
reverse racists. The role of
in all this was
finally revealed when he
walked into a Grand Jury court-
room through the back doors,
escorted by the FBI,
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f Despite the inevitable difficul-

ties the Party encountered in
sefting up as an armed organi-
sation in opposition 1o a racist
stale, a socialistic programme
began to gain definition in the
midst of the struggle.

“The Party's community pro-
grammes are the peoples’ pro-
grammes, that we define as
revolutionary, community,
socialistic programmes. A lot of

tics of these
programmes...They're not
reform programme; they're

actually commu-
nity programmes. A revolution-
ary programme is one set forth
by revolutionaries, by those
who want to change the sys-
tem to a better system. A
reform programme is set up by
the existing exploitative system
as an appeasing handout, to
fool the people and to keep

“When we have community
socialistic programmes such as
these and move to them to a
level where people actually
begin to receive help from
them, it shows the people that
by unity, by working and unify-
ing around such programmes,
we can begin to end the
oppressive conditions.”

This work was reinforced by
political education classes,
demands for the freedom of
political prisoners, and union
work,

“We want the workers to
understand that they must con-
trol the means of production,
and that they should begin to
use their power o control the
means of production lo serve
all the people.”

But always, the flesh of the
community and political work
was held together by a skele-
ton formed by the uncompro-
mising insistence on the right
to sell defence. Seale
explained the Panthers’ policy
in these terms:

“We aren't hungry lor violence: Panthers

we don't want violence.

against our people by the fas-
cist aggression of the power
structure; and self-defence - a
form of violence used to
defend ourseives from the
unjust violence that's inflicted
upon us.”

The Panthers also advocated a  black

decentralised police force
under the control of elected

councils, who
would have the right to hire
and fire all police officials,
including the very highest
ranks. From their experience in

- ary spirit and practice exhibited
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manner
?IMI of armed
as famously in Los

countable
police,

trol of police is that those peo-

ple living in those neighbour-

hoods will actually do the hiring

and firing of the policemen who

patrol that area, and those

policemen will be from those !
neighbourhoods...All the facii- il During

ties, all the cars, all the equip- Jlj November

ment for the police that the city Jlil 1992, Red Action members
now owns, will be in the hands [l travelled to the Basque coun-
and in the control of the people [l Iy (Euskadi) and met with
inthe 8 activists involved in the strug-

gle for Basque national libera-
tion. One of these activists, an
ETA ex-political prisoner
agreed to be interviewed for
diate re-election by petition, [l Rled Action.
Naturally, such a system of
control couldn't exist in isola-
tion: this demand would

For security reasons he pre-
ferred not to give his name
but is a 31 years old man who
was born on a farm and was
released from jail two and a
hall years ago after serving
11 years in prison.

the demand for a consistently

democratic &tm * WHAT WERE THE CONDI-
TIONS THAT LED YOU TO

Of course the Panthers failed [l JOIN ETA? ,

to conform to the absiract ideal [l The conditions for which peo-

of theory and practice demand- [l ple join ETA at the present

ed by armchair Leninists, They il time are the same as when

this political armed organisa-
tion was born. By this | mean
the total lack of democratic
freedom for the Basque coun-
fry and therefore the denial of
even the most minimal histori-
cal rights that belong to it
These rights are denied by
force of arms by the

Spanish army. To-gether |

grew from within an environ-
ment marked by extreme depri-
vation, violence and repres-
sion, and the Black Panther
Party’s ideology and practice
inevitably bears the marks of
the social conditions from
which it emerged. But rather
than induige in “intellectually
cutting up” the black revolution-
ary movement as it grew out of
the struggles of sixties
America social

we must not forget the per-
sistent practice of system-
alic forture in the arrest cen-
tres (there have been more
than 120 cases during 1992)
and the constant repression
of the right to express oneself,
demonstrate, etc.

| joined ETA after the death of
the dictator Franco, a time in
which a so-called ‘democratic
system' was established. A
new constitution allowed the
Spanish state to fundamental-
ly deny the universally recog-
nised right to self-determina-
tion as previously recognised
in Item 8 of the Spanish con-
stitution. The referendum con-
cerning this constitution was
rejected by the Basque
Country but the political sys-
tem didn't take any notice. As
a Basque citizen, | felt the

ists woﬁld do better to learn
from the genuinely revolution-

in the narrative of Bobby
Seales' contemporary record.
For British socialists in particu-
lar, there are obvious lessons
near to home regarding such
issues as northern Ireland and
the fight against fascism.

The litmus test for any revolu-
tionary organisation that claims
to stand for the overthrow of
the capitalist state, is the
viciousness of the stale's reac-
tion to the threat it is perceived
1o present. There is no appeal
from the verdict of MIS's Peter
Wright that the ‘revolutionaries’
of the SWP were "about as
dangerous as a pondful of
ducks”. The state is according-
ly happy enough o accommo-

date them as a safety valve. [l Only organisation which
Judged according to the same [l defended our collective and
test, the Black Panthers should [l individual rights was the
be considered to have been a | @med organisation. That was

threat of the first order to the [l the reason | joined ETA.
Amaerican ruling class. The
entire mechanism of repres-
sion, from the police in the
slreet, on up through the
CIA/FBI security networks, o

* CAN YOU GIVE OUR
READERS SOME IDEA OF
THE SORT OF PEOPLE
WHO JOIN ETA?

obviously with a higher politi-

tured by the government.”
cal commitment due to its

James Forman's own conclu-

sion is well justified: clandestine methods of oper-
“The call for resistance issued [l ation

consistently by the Black

Panther Party is a heroic effort. Jll © WHEN ARRESTED, HOW
Its attempt fo win the minds of fll WERE YOU TREATED BY

many young black people

toward political and military

struggle stands as a hallmark

in the resistance struggle of
peaple.”

ticipating in militant armed
struggle, from the very first
moment the treatment |
received was humiliating and |
immediately suffered long
periods of torture inside police
stations. At nights | was taken
to the mountains and there
they simulated mock execu-

Seize the Time, The Story of the
Black Panther Party and Huey P.
Newton,

Black Classic Press. 1991

tions. This lasted for
many days during
which | was kepl in
isolation and
denied the right
1o a lawyer and
medical atten-
tion.
My trial also
turned out to
be a forced

is important to note here that
the court and its judges are
not the regular ones used for
any other process but a spe-
cial one located in the capial
(Madid) of the Spanish state
under the protection of the
central power.

* WHAT WERE CONDI-
TIONS LIKE IN JAIL?
Conditions within the jail are
historically determined by the
conditions of the struggle and
50 these conditions are used
to blackmail the movement.
For instance, a few years ago
the Basque political prisoners
were held in two jails within
the Spanish state. After the
break in the first political talks
between the Spanish state
and ETA, prisoners were dis-
persed throughout the whole
Spanish prison system, isolat-
ing them by denying commu-
nication. The prisoners also
suffer beatings, ill treatment
and systematic harassment,

with the political-judicial :“" nigh{s I was taken ’,o the

framework being violently | mountains and they simulated | 1 .c" -7 al AN
imposed upon our people | mock executions
------------------------------ 4 COMPARED

* HOW DID YOU ORGANISE
YOURSELVES WITHIN THE
JAIL AS POLITICAL PRIS-
ONERS?

As on any battleground, the
organisalion adapts itsell to
the conditions. Within a few
years of our prisoners being
dispersed, the collective
eslablished some information
courses. Also, despite the ter-
rible mental and physical con-
ditions our organisation is
reflected in our political contri-
butions to the problems faced
both inside the jail and outside
in the Basque country. In
other words our behaviour is
characterised by the way in
which we seek 10 resolve our
own individual situations and
the seeking of an overall polit
ical solution reflected in the
demand for a Political
Amnesty

* HAVE YOU SEEN CONDI-
TIONS IMPROVE FOR
POLITICAL PRISONERS?

On the contrary, because the
government has proved pow
erless in its fight to combat

the judicial apparatus sitting on [l Just like any other ___________________________ - revolutionary
top of it all, pulled out all the 9'°'-'°h°’[°“"'"'- ETA | The relationship between our peo-| amed organisa-
Stops o crush the Panthers. As it © 5 “18/81008NS0US | ples is ome of solidarity as both are | 'on has repeat.
Seale notes in his 1991 intro- | Organisation and it can (77" . ; he ! ©dy made clear
duction, “there are still [l be said that its mem- | R@lions with no state, but at 1 €l 0 both the
locked away in pris- [l bership is a reflection | same time oppressed by two states Spanish state

ons across the country doing [l ©! any group of people b= === === == s e e * with whom they

. hard time on manufac- Jll Within Basque society but the armed struggle of ETA, it have already held some offi-

attacks the ‘next best thing' -
the collective of Basque politi-
cal prisoners. Through the
brutal cruelty of living condi-
tions (beatings, humiliations,
isolations etc) they try to
blackmail both our organisa-
tion and the Basque liberation

° movement as a whole

* WHAT EFFECT HAS YOUR
TIME SPENT IN JAIL HAD
ON YOUR POLITICAL OUT-
LOOK?

It has clearly influenced me by
strengthening my politics in
every way and I'm
convinced that the path |

- caled and the 2,000 refugees,
- 50 deportees and 600

adopted was the right one o
follow.

* DO YOU THINK THE
ARMED STRUGGLE OF ETA

place are still there and
there will be no justice until
those reasons are eradi-

Basque political prisoners
come back home. So, |
believe that until there is a
successful resolution there
will be no peace.

" WHAT IS THE RELATION-
SHIP BETWEEN ETA AND

THE REST OF THE
BASQUE LIBERATION
MOVEMENT?

ETA is an armed organisa-
tion. Although it shares a
common strategy with the rest
of the organisations within the
Basque National Liberation
Movement, its methods are
more specific and concrele

* WHAT IS GAL?

GAL has been used as a tool
of the state in its campaign
against ETA characterised by
the fact that although it is a
paramilitary organisation it
has been closely linked 1o the
police to the extent that in
reality the Spanish police and
GAL are in elfect the same
thing.

* HOW DO YOU
1 SEE THE
1 STRUGGLE OF

| PEOPLE AS

TO THAT OF THE BASQUE
PEOPLE?

The relationship between our
peoples is one of solidarity as
both are nations with no state,
but at the same time
oppressed by two states - the
Spanish and the French
However, there is no organi
sational relationship

" WHAT PROSPECTS DO

YOU SEE FOR THE
BASQUE LIBERATION
MOVEMENT, HOW

STRONG DO YOU SEE ITS
POSITION?

The coherence and strength
of the Basque liberation
movement and as an integral
part, Herri Batasuna has
proven dunng these years of
resistance agains! repression
that the violence of the state
has been unable to hinder the
strengthening process of the
movement

* WHAT PROSPECT DO
YOU SEE FOR ETA AND
SOCIALISM IN THE
FUTURE?

ETA as a Basque socialist

cial political talks and the gen-
eral public its own perspec-
tives to solve the conflict
which can be summed up as
a wide process of political
negotiation after which the
basic rights of the Basque
country and its people will be
established. ETA as an inde-
has proposed a framework
from which the Basque coun-
try can decide its own future
regarding both our own politi-
cal and judicial framework

1



months and moved the venue to a remote outpost in  barricade themselves in a pub when they came under attack
Lanarkshire. The main reason for the change of date and move  from three anti-fascists! In other incidents, boneheads from the
away from rallying either in Edinburgh or Glasgow was not  sicks, out for the day in the big cily, have been advised to dress
because, “the police disrupted last year's rally” as they claimed  more carefully as a result of meeting irate members of the public,
in British Nationalist, but was, in fact, due to the fact that their  keen to display their hatred of nazis.
1991 Scottish Rally was physically smashed by a militant anti-  In Edinburgh a group of concerned football fans smashed up the
fascist mobilisation organised by Glasgow AFA. Trees Pub, favourite drinking den of the BNP and Hearts casu-
In addition, several incidents during 1992 served notice that the  als. As a result of this incident, the brewery sacked the manage-
BNP were literally “under the cosh”. Fascists have found that ment of the pub and the bar staff who had been exhibiting sym-
even their safest watering holes are not immune from attack. pathy for the fascists. Hibs football fans also stumbled upon a
Two BNP members were ambushed while out stickering and  BNP leadership meeting in Glasgow as they passed through the
pursued into their pub where furiher meaningful 'debate’ took  city on their way back to Edinburgh after a Hibs match against
place. Such was the terror created by this incident that other fas-  Motherwell. The BNP contingent included Steve Cartwright,
cists in the pub sat quietly walching one of their maes taking a  Scott McLean and Warren Bennett (all leading organisers in
beating, whilst the barman vauled the bar and fled up the street  Scotland) as well as visitors from London. They were immediate-
never 1o be seen again. ly set upon and ended up barricading themselves in the pub’s
their In another incident in Glasgow ity centre, six fascists had to kitchen before being given a police escort 1o safety.
No ROLE are not therefore deter- or intensification of “The condemnation of the economy, he was || with fascist skins and casuals at the Madness concert in
mined by the variations labour because of the one part of the working voicing the same spec- I Livingstone in January. Initial reports in the press claimed that
Fon THE of the absolute numbers knowledge that some- class lo enforced idle- trum of views, in the | the violence was indiscriminate, however
of the working popula- one withut a job would  ness by the over-work of more tactful public voice § that several of casuals and skinheads had united under
PROLE! tion, but by the varying accept if you refused? the other part, and vice- of the establishment. He J the BNP's leadership in order to cause as much disruption to the
proportions in which the “The degree of the versa, becomes a was somewhal inadver- § gig as possible and to take on the Hibs casuals. A source close
CONTINUED FROM  working class is divided  intensity of the competi- means of enriching the tently referring 10 the Il i the action telis us that all hell let loose at the gig with the Hibs
PAGE 8 into an active army and  tion amongst [the work-  individual capitalist and main pillar of the Tory § boys coming out well on fop.
E a reserve army, by the ers] themselves accelerates af the same party's social and eco- | The biggest public humiliation for the fascists in Scotland came
Although written at the  increase or diminution in depends wholly on the time the production of nomic strategy. Seeing I at the end of 1992 when anti-fascists clashed with BNP mem-
outset of the history of  the relative amount of pressure of the relative the industrial reserve the balance of class § bers before, during and after the annual march against racism
capitalism as a world  the surplus population, suiplus populaion.”  army on a scale corre- - power slipping out of the § and fascism in Glasgow. In all, seven BNP members required
wide phenomenon, this by the extent o which it Wages and conditions sponding with the traditional systems of | hospital treatment - the most notable being Richard Fawcus,
pattern discerned by is alternatively absorbed are always variable with-  progress of social accu-  control during the sev- § one of the BNP's English leadership and Stuart McLean, a local
meﬂbs!mme:alldv and sef free.” in certain limits accord- mulation.” enties, most notably dur- I organiser.
recognisable. The absolute number ing 1o the relative bal- Marx himself remarks ing the ‘74 miners’§ The political equivalent of shooting grouse out of season?!
Unemployment is of any given workiorce ance of forces in the that the levels of over- strike, the ruling classes
ineradicable not is for capitalism, irrele- class struggle. The des- work are so great that if consciously decided to
because politicians ge! vant: the essential fea- perate conditions and the amount of work violently restructure the
their sums wrong, but ture of the working huge numbers of the undertaken by each economy 1o restore the
population whatever ‘reserve army of unem- available worker were traditional balance.

“Modern industry's
whole form of motion
depends on the con-
stant transformation of a
part of the working pop-
ulation info employed or
semi-employed ‘hands’."

For any capitalist there-
fore, the possibility of
alternatively increasing
and decreasing the
numbers of workers at
his disposal is an
absolute condition of
continuing production.
For the capitalist class
as a whole, this is only
possible where there
exists a permanent
reserve of workers
without work who may
be employed or made
redundant as the
movement of the
economy as a whole
dictates. When the
economy enters a
phase of expansion, the
unemployed workers
must be immediately
available to supply their
labour to meet the
demands of the higher
level of production and
at such times, Marx con-
cludes, the reserve
army may be virtually
eliminated, but “only
momentarily”. But as
Marx says, it is crucial
for the well being of all
capitalists that process
of expansion proceeds
without ‘doing damage
fo the scale of produc-
tion in other spheres”
Otherwise, bosses will
simply be poaching
workers from each
other, which ultimately
would have the effect of
stifling the ‘boom’ at
tition between capitalists
for a limited supply of
workers would have the
inevitable effect of dri-
ving up wages and mak-
ing the projected
increased level of pro-

duction unprofitable.

The reserve army of
unemployed therefore
has a second function:

“Taking them as a
whole, the general
movements of wages
are exclusively regulat-
@d by the expansion and
contraction of the indus-
trial reserve army...They

its size, is its division
into the employed and
the unemployed.

The level of wages is a
major factor in determin-
ing the level of profits:
the more paid out in
wages, the less left over
for the capitalist. To
ensure the level of prof-
its, and so the very pos-
sibility of production,
especially, but not only,
during a phase of
economy must contain a
mechanism for continu-
ally exercising a down-
ward pressure on

wages:

“The industrial reserve
army, during the periods
of stagnation and aver-
age prosperity, weighs
down the active army of
workers; during the pen-
ods of overproduction
and feverish activity, it
puts a curb on their pre-
tensions. The relative
surplus population is
therefore the back-
ground against which
the law of supply and
demand does its work. It
confines the field of
action of this law fo the
hmits absolutely conve-
nient fo capital’s drive lo
exploit and dominale the
workers.”

Although Marx main-
tains that the general
level of wages is fixed
according to the costs of
its reproduction within a
particular society, this
level is free 1o fluctuate
between certain limits:
this is the area in which
Ihe existence of the
army of unemployed is
decisive:

“Taking them as a
whole, the general
movements of wages
are exclusively regulat-
ed by the expansion and
contraction of the indus-

Who amongst those
looking for work, has not
experienced the threat,
explicit or implied, that if
you do not want the
work at a certain (low)
level of wages, there are
plenty who do? Who
among those in work
has not felt obliged to
accept poor conditions

the capitalist machines,

ployed ensures that the
balance is set in favour
of the capitalist and at a
level that ensures a
profit.

This pressure con-
tributes to a secondary
effect. Since many of
the costs of the capitalist
vary according o
whether a greater or
smaller number of work-
ers are employed,
(since extra tools,
ines, factory space
and facilities, etc. would
be required as the num-
ber of workers
increased) the capitalist
always seeks o compel
a given number of work-
ers to work harder or
longer rather than
employ more workers.
“It is in the absolute
interest of every capital-
ist to exlort a given
quantity of labour out of
a smaller rather than a
greater number of work-
ers.”

The larger the enter-
prise, the more com-
pelling this motive
becomes. This process
then yields a double
benefit to the capitalist:
the immediate costs of
production are cut, while
a greater number of
workers are kept out of
employment, increasing
the pressure that can
profitably be exerted on
those that are
employed
“The over-work of the
employed part of the
ing class swells the
ranks of its reserve,
while conversely, the
greater pressure that the
reserve by its competi-
tion exerts on the
employed  workers
forces them fo submit to
over-work and subjects
them to the dictates of
capital.”

Thus in Britain today the
number of workers
obliged to work massive
amounts of overtime to
keep the job or make a
living wage is balanced
by millions of workers
with no work at all. it is a
situation engineered by
and for the profit of, the
capitalist class:

restricted to a “rational
amount”, “unproductive
workers™ (servanis,
police, eic,) would have
to be tumed into produc-
tive workers just to
maintain the current

level of production.

Naturally, the working

class resists this pres-

sure with the best

means at its disposal:
ediee

combination

the effects of competi-
tion:

“Thus as soon as the
workers discover
that...the degree of the
intensity of competition
amongst themselves
depends wholly on the
pressure of the relative
surplus population, as
soon as by setting up
trade unions elc., they
try lo organise planned
co-operation between
the employed and the
unemployed...so soon
does capital cry out at
the infringement of the
elernal and sacred laws
of supply and demand.”
Hence the simultaneous
passage of anti-irade
union legislation in har-
ness with the conscious
imposition of a mass
unemployment econo-
my during the Thalcher

years

The views of the satinst
cum bigot of the working
class as unproductive or
redundant must there-
fore be understood in
the context of a genuine
political currency. In
saying that proles are
useless in modem fech-
nological economies,
the bigot disguises the
fact that as capitalism
develops, 50 it requires
higher and higher levels
of unemployment as a
condition of continued
profits. It puts the
blame on the victim
(useless’ people, par-
asites, vermin) and
diverts it from the sys-
tem that victimises
them.

When Norman Lamont
famously remarked that
high levels of unemploy-
ment were “the price
well worth paying” for
the overall prosperity of

This decision corre-
sponded o an inevitable
degree of restructuring
as crisis replaced the

economy of the
fitties and sixties. The
only mechanism avail-
able to capitalism in cn-
sis, outside of overt
totalitarianism, is mass
unemployment.
Whereas

in post war Britain would
fluctuate according to
the strength of the econ-
omy, falling to as littie as
1 of 2%, the Tories now
decided to build an
economy on the basis of
permanent mass unem-
ployment. Only through

they felt, could the over
confident working class
as a whole be brought
to heel. We have seen
how Marx exposes pre-
cisely how the mecha-
nism works.

Consequently, even at
the height of the eco-
nomic ‘miracle’ of the
Thaicher years, no one
pretended that mass
unemployment would
end - the essence of the
miracle itself was to
maintain current levels
of production while mak-
ing large sections of the
workforce redundant.
The Thaicherite compa-
nies of the eighties had
abandoned the project
of increasing production
- they sought instead to
maintain existing levels
of production with fewer
workers. No current
economic forecasters,
whether they claim to
$0@ recovery or contin-
ued stagnation, pretend
that unemployment will
do anything but rise.
Counted on the pre-
Thatcher system, it
already stands at over 4
million - not counting
those in casual or part
time work, the underem-
ployed. The present
recession is a
vindication of Marx's
conclusion that unem-
ployment is ‘the
absolute general law of
capitalist production”.

RED ACTION

Ultimately, the choice faced will be government without consent or
social revolution.

Laninism, which decrees the interests of the working class ane subordi-
nate 1o the will of one revolutionary party, is the decisive influence on
the far left. An apologist for the authoritarian state, it advertises the lie
that dictatorship (ie minority rule) can be progressive, This betrayal
mocks the theory and practice of Marx and Engels and any notion of
independent working class infiative. The surmender of the political high
ground fo the opponents of lotal social change has paralysed the work-
ing class

Internationally.

Sectarian division on the left continues 1o be a comiort 10 a system
which socialism promised o replace. Factions, whose immacuate pro-
Imﬂubmmmmhwﬂdpﬁwb
themselves, contribute nothing 1o the real movement of the working
class, except 1o help delay its political renaissance. In all essentials
reactonary, they are the sociakists of the previous generation.

Anarchism, which claims to be a libertarian alternative 10 Leninism,

exercise of any authority. Accordingly,
cy would be regarded by anarchism as authoritarian as it means the
imposition of a social decision by @ majority on a minority. The answer
1o bureaucratic authority is democratic authority, not the abolition of

authorly.
We must start afresh.

In every country the working class possesses one striking advantage
over the capitalists - numbers. However, numbers without unity and

10 the position of the ruling class. To transfer political power from the
minority 10 the majority.

Unconditional democracy is the sole political form through which the
aspirations of the majority can then be exercised and made secure. A
| revolutionary organisation must always and everywhere represent the
interests of the movement as a whole. It must be working class in
instinct, composition and orientation. It must be built in a democratic|
manner from the bottiom up, rather than by decree from the top down.
Direct democratic control by working people over their own organisa-
tons is the necessary preparabon for the future rule of working people
over thew own countries.
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