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The manocuvring arownd the isoe of the Heath-Lymeh tnlks
i5 & reflection of the desperute orisis in wiich British imperia-
[E5m and its Irish agenis Gnd theonselves.

The pres=nt situntion @m anly be understood m terms of
the overnll aims of Britizl imperiaben. Beguiring to restroc-
ture thedr relationships with the lrish boorgecis. MNorih-and
South, they have in the lasl len years besn atiompiing to
draw the Free Stale inlo some form of siable federation
(Earmal or imphicit ) it which they could take advantage of
Frelanal's cheap agrzcultune and labour-in the BEC. It wax
Lhis wideh pave then: the spur o apply pressure to the
%l povernment ta “likers " the Six Coonty regrme,
This upset the precarious balance of the artificial six
comniby state, fragmenied the Unionist bloc, and led o the
fgst three years of constoat crisis, Om the one hand the
oppresed Catholic minemity geined confidence, and pressed
for greater concessions, on the other hand the plehean
elemen's in the former Umioniel monobith, seeing their
geonomic mlersils threalenad by having 1o give Catholcs
an equnl place in the queses for jobs dnd hoases, and
B ildeped by the Chalerpe to thelr reaclionery niystical
Meolagy. reacted against the regline. and tlsreaivned it leom
# right-wing positon

T'he conrredictions set e traln explodad la August "B,
Barricades went up aid the Stormont goverament tottered.
I wos saved by the intervention of the Labour Government
wha, frightened thar the attack oo the Cathobics would lead
B i mass upsuerge i the Sauth, sent in Brtish iroops and
imdulzged in & political mpaign teomake if ssem as if they
were going 1o speed up the pace of “refarm’, Large s=ctions
o 1he mdnoaraty, under the tetelape ol thein lEaders, belipwed
that the role of the troops was fo profect them from s
pogrom

TEMPORARY STABILITY

The strategy of British imperialism from thea on bag been
1o Iry Lo gef some kind of temporary stahility from which
thew could hawe afother slab 2t achieving o lang-term soli
tion to the frish grobleny. Every arempt has faled Lo
pitaim éven b small measure of stability, pnd the contrsdic-
oo have been devsloping in gromstrical progression. In
oreer fo esen The prospecis of armed con{mcl, the British
Army began trying 1o disarm the Cathobcs, This tncreasingly
aliennted the Cathofics froms the Army, and in Tuly 70 the
Falls carfew and arms raid destroyved the laze sheed of theis
illusions. This s tarm laid the hagis Tor the resurgsince of the
IRA as the aroost vanguartd of the Catholics” resistance,

INTERNMENT

[mbernment was introduced os the nesull of an attempt to
strengthen the Faulkier teginze by making concessions 1o
the extreme right of the Unioosl Party, it seams fairly
cladr that the decition f0 itefn was 4 concession ko make
the tanning of the Apprentics Boys" welk palatlakle Lo Lhe
Unbonisl right. The indicntions are that it was intreduced
aghinil the advice of the Army brass. & kading Six Counly
jourtialesl speaking an TV just befone 18 mizoduction
reported thal Turo end sther Army comumandera dad not
think that it would sssist the situntion, Having deeided o
miern, imperialism had te use the Six County state machine.
giy Lhat if there were nny alans (o make inlernmeant apply
fosomne of the LIWF thieps they wiere effectively sahataged
Intermment parked ofT o mass wpsurge. the like of which
the HBritish and Six County governments bad not bareained
Por. Withoul same assistans fror n onisicle fnetors they can-
ot fiape Lo get some Kind of remtegration of the minority
inta the state. and return ta some kind of precarioss halance

LYNCH AND HEATH

It i= this which bies behind Heath's ofler of rripurite ralks
to Lynch (ust s week or taoafier e led Lold Lynch that
svents in fhe Mol of breland were pope of bis besinesk 1
by some mirack: he could gota bass for agree ment with
Lynch, the Fres Stote Premier mitpht be abbs 1o poll soame
cheatauts oul of the Fre Far hime Lyneh i onby foo willing
rochelp out, provided the Soul bern hourgeatsic can pet
sovmiething oue of i, bur be bee certain difficaltes. namely
the rezction o internment L tie South

FlaNMA FAIL

o pragp Lynch's problem, if i néccasary 1o anderatand
sonyetiing ot Ficnna Fail. This party, which waz
dascribed by Sean Lemass in 1528 o5 3 “sliphtly constitu-
cinnnd parey™, §s of couse complelely hourpeois; hewew
s raats are in that section ol the krish kanrgearsiz which
degited Lo use the [rich national aireeels (o sguees= the
larpear possitile concessions out of British inperizlism, and
t0 achiese e largecd posible megsine of ¢eonomis und
political freedom of action For Trish capitatise. Finng Fail
wis created ag 8 splil Crom Sinn Fein, it crterad che Dail,
and uniisr De Valees's leadership became 2 mnss party
whose sirength Iny in Dey's boacdpactise skill i balancinge
befween conlficting intarests, and drawing behin:d Finnmon
Fail not caly the sapport of an linporlant section of thee
Free State caputalist cliss, but sections of Lhe working olass,
the smeall facmers srad the pecic bopreeoksie,

[ts nhibey o do this desiwed Tidm Jia attackment o the
Republican tradition, and 105 dempgogic claim to catry on
the sradition of those who resisied the sellour in 1921, Tts
suppart to this day reliea heavily on those aditions, In

OLIDARITY

WITH THE LR.A.

Fazr the sweoess of Fianna Fall o contalning the resstunce
of the Irish paople Lo the partition of Irelond stems from e
ahility por diverl that Bepublican trndition. This has drmportand
conssquences lor e prosent policy of Fianna Fail, the
evaris o Lhe Noreh aré doy by doy washing sway [ix bapof
supoart ag the gepredatinns against the nalionalsl minorily
i the Narch increass. The recent Arms scandal, invoiving
‘Wessrs, Blaney, Haoghey and Boland, was the result of o
aplit hetween the Lynch wing which winted o refrain
frem doing any thing which would make it more diffical
far Bratish impéecinlism, and those w'ho desired o take
advantapge of Britesh: inperialiam s crisis to sSerew bigges
corcessions for ihe southern bourgeoisie, Lynch was ahle
w3 defeat the my within Fisnne Fall, but their “Mew Repub-
lican Pactw™ hins been growing dayv by day, with cumarn
after enmmnn of Fianma Fail seceding

In addition to his problens within the soathern bowrgeod-
<= anid Fianna Fail, Lynch has Lo [oce g growinyg concern
abait the Horch amcngst (he waekers in the South, athizh
sprpasses anything yet sten sinee partinon, Neoacly cvery
cricle pniop kranch in the Fres State has pussed o resnlution
dpainstinl=rnmenl, &5 has nearly every anil of the FOA
iFree Srate Termitorial Army, which 5 very much areer in
proqartion b Che populstion than ite Britsl counterpart),
An indicaticn o {le deptie (o wlilsl society hins Been
sirrral wad e recent demonstration in Dublin of deaf
mut=s in L;,:-Iiilﬁl'_-.' with the deal mule shol deasl by British
suldiers,

Clzarhy the possibility of Lyncls beingable oo pet a deal
From Ieprh wehizh will reintepeate Flanna Fail's base of
suppart, and ol the same thae keep the Profestant extreimists
Aappy, 15 =0 elim as fo be negligible, This explaing Lyach's
Footshufflrg myes cripartite Lalks, and bis esiligr artacks an
rke Rritish governmen:.

IMPERIALISPN'S MARECTIDN

But if nepatiaticns with Ernch Gl whal will Bricesh imperm-
limn da? The evidence 5 overs e lntisgly In favons of the
view Lhal they will seek o etarmn the Narth o ite nbd base ol
supporl. b comple e sepression ofF Phe Car botics. 2ml
reantegratian 0of the Urionist Blas, Dering the fehting whiclh
faliawed nternment . the British Arma® gase Cree pgin 0o Che
UWE, allowing them tooartack Cob haloe areas, amd UL sonie
cuses govine them covering [ire owliile ey sefrensd op
s, preor Lo g Britisl Aoy siback. RS represents more
bera miklary fxcii, ib iomdwcales the: w lale dirscsion in
which Aritish irnperalism s stralegy o3 podig.

)

It 15 true sl Wikson s propossla pressnt a viable altarna-
Live strategy Tor Beittsh leperialisn, awese subtle fn coneep-
Lion than Heath's naked sepression. But it scems wmlikely
that the Toricewill go for this, since it would seem ke 2
climbdoswn and would sncournge the Catholics to press
their demunds Turther. Bven if this stmtegy were to he
implemented by 8 new Laboor governmend, it could only al
besl smelocle the steation l=mporrily, and sould lead
the Labéour government (ull cirele back 1o Ui saioe situalion,
and oo the dame tactici as Lhe Torkes.

ARMED STRUGGLE THE KEY

Bf the sitoation |5 recurned to che old arder and the Cacholice
ore defeated, the whole development of a revolutionary
struggle in Trelimd will b= set hake, It waos the existence of
Ll slalemate aver Lhe Morthem nuesiion which fzoze Irish
pialitics for ity weacs: theee 18 a dangs: thal they could e
recnst in that repctionary mould apoe more.,

1L is o this reasom that we maise the slopan YVictary 1o
Ll TRA The wlhele Fulure of the striggle in Irelznd
deponce o whelher of nal Lhe walonle=rg af The Odfcial
and Provisional ITRA con reslst British doperkslism, and cag
prevent them from imposing their strotegy on the Morth, [c
15 the acised tesistance Lo Lhe Brtish Army which is the ey
to the development of the strugels. 1F il Tails, British
imperizlism will smash the possibility of any inde pendenl
aulitizal action by the nationalist muncrity, This would
prevenl Lhe dewlapmens of oy leadershep emergiong whisl
Wik superior o Le presenl lepdership of the TRA in abkility
b devekop g vorrecl revolulionary siTategy,

Far thiz reason i1 & necesm ry for Britich revolutinnaries
Fa it seppart Ior the FRA in the forsfronl of theiragitarion,

amd pod foespecunit T the pressure of Lhe bourgenis press
and Eritish "pobhic opinfea ™, We niust sesolutely ex pose the

Les aboud the staation in Irelaad | we aiest seek e itler Lhe
LrisLirthrowgh to the Bricssh working class, and toy ta mobi-
Lig rlie langesl aumbers positle in demongtrations, plezes,
et Apainst Lhe brutal policies of the Tary goveriment
PR s Lesland, aoel in suppoct of the THA

- Eah Purdie



e e e R S Y T T_llg news in brief

Trial of Rouge

For over o huidred vears Marxisis have defined the police ax
o hand of armed men in the service of the crpitalist class,
This sutumn. Rowge, weekly poper of the Commurnise
League, French secfion of the Fourth International, goes on
trial foe having demonstrited this smple truth (o too many
people. But on trinl is more then Rouge or any other reve-
Intionary paper. It is the fresidom of the press that is on
trial in France, and British revolutionsries must draw the
lessans froum the struggle.

Charles Michaloux, editor of Rouge, is indicted on five
cournts for “injuries and defamation of the police and
public administration ™. The five articles concerned are all
sccomts of police brutality towards demonsirators of
innoceni hystanders, of police collusion with the fascist
thuegs of the New Order, of false evidence given by police,
el

The trial is pari of o planned atiack of Marcellin, Minister
of the Interior, aminst the revolutionary press—the trials of
the Maoist papers, L fdior Drternadions! and La Cause du
Peuple, the amrest of Sarire, the beating of the journalist
Jaubert, etc. The immediate abject m atlacking Rouge B
clear; Marcellin hopes for a fine large enough to prevent
the paper from appearing. The stakes are high, for the
Commumist League & the Brgest and micst impostant revo-
luthomary Marxist group in France,

The Leagus have set up a special subseription of support
for Kowuge, a3 well ns collecting hundreds of names of
French notables condemning “the gradual Installation of a
police state in France ™ and offering to witness st the trial in
Rowge's defence. More importantly. the Leagoe intends to
use the trinl to accuse the ncenmrs, to denounce “the
repression that Marcellin aind kis police direct against revolo-
tlonary militants and workers and against a press which they
want to totally control”, The postpobement of trial umtil
this nutumm is a big victory because the trial can become a
major issne when the universties open.

British revolutionzries should be aware of the possibe
repercussions of this trial, and an anfree French press, in
Britmin, The OZ trial is no joke, but rather » premonition of
wiorse (i come. s particular, the mction of the Industrial
Relations Bl that sufbws press sapport of unofficial
strikes could, if enlorced, prevent any coserage of most
industrial stroggles —or s the keast could provent revolution-
ary papery fross e
dewmm are abowe fe overall relatca of chre forces. When
bomrpean sty Timds it difficalt o mames b and
order and the economic and climate deteriorates,
the ruling class does not hesitate to serifice even the obdest
nad “most cherished ™ of her historie gaine. The attempred
suppression of the Penlagan papers in the 11.5., the OF

tral, the trisl of Zouge - militants would be anforgrably
s fuighvted fo Bemk Bt ~it o't happen bere ™
Readiors of The R Mok willing to give their sgpmetone
andfor thelr mosey for the defenor of Roupe should con-
taci the follorwimg sddren:

ROUGE DEFENCE,
132 Pentanville Rosd, London M. 1,

Crisis in Race Relations Industry

The capitalist strategy towards black workers is based on
twi principle and coanplemantary components—repression
amd the race relations ndustey. The first 5 tepified in the
blatant racializm of the Immigration Bill and in police
brutabity. It is underpinned by pross build-ups for muscslar
Apyan heroes like P.C. Pulley of Modting Hill and with
orgesmic thritler stories about the hunt-for illegal irmmi-
grarifa. The secomd strand is the race relations indusiry
arganisesd around the Bace Relotions Board, the Community
Relations Commsssion and the Institore of Race Reltion
These two components, lke twin bookemds, blinee esch
orther i confining and aviempting Lo contral the Biack
communities. To couelerbalance repressdion and pure fores,
the Rape Relations Industry artampts 0o fnregrate the
Blocks into capitalist society. to emasculate and buy over
sections of the Black leadership ond 2o channel the maponss
of the Blacks to reelsnt into relormism, The militancy of
1he working class ecoromic of fenaive and the prow ng
pobitical swareness of e Blacks has disturbed the equili-
brium between the hard and the 2o cop. Tt is the soft cop
of the Rocs Relmions Industey whao is showing the stedn.
The Newlam Commumity Relations Officer, Jerey Weatall,
ot imie frouhle sehen he reported Mandling o the Race
Ralations Board for publishing the Immigration Bill, He wis
fimally sacked For alleging thot the Natiomal Front was
attocking Blacks in Stepney. A Further crisis oceurred in the
:i:IdIJ!I:I}' when Bobin Jenkin: was sucked for n:_-'i1_i|;.~jgi|_'|5I the
Inztitute of Race Felations in 2 paper delivered 1o the Bricish
Socioalagical Association. The paper and un analysis of the
response Lo it have been poblished az a pomphier, D
Production af Kuowiedge ar ehe Instinete of Rece Relotions,
The most striking thing in the pamphler 5 the s of
council members of the IRE ond theis interegrs, Ohil of
Iwenty council members, anly seven are soclal scientists,
They are eadily cutwetghed by the sight membors whe have
bLsiness interests in Africe—more particularly South A,
There are four members who Beleang 1o the Africa Privare
Entotpaise Group, including the organiser of APEG, Coigo-
rate subscritiers to the |RR include Barclays Bank, Anglo-
American Corporation of South Afres Lid, Filkingrons
astd the Rhades Trust, Dppenheinie sits ou the cooneil
ifirriantinnn Mia Aoore and tka Daed Fociecrin.

The manay b finance tlee [RE comes fraimn these
ceanpanies as well as from the Ford Foundation and the
Guibenkizn Trust which is controlled by the Portuguess
Ciovsrmiment.

The IRE has for the pest six yesrs cammied out ressasch
imtc race relations in Britain. So far the major work o
emierge from the IRRE hus been s bulky tome clled Cirlour
aad Cifizenship by Bowe sod Deakin. Jenking argues Thoe
this soudy and the others like 2re it 5re mot scientific works
b the manpufaciuring of bourgeols ideclogy. Deakin
explicitly attacks Marxizm {or “nihilism™ 25 he prefers 1o
call i) and s2ates tha “the present difficoltics cam ba
resolved withoul compromising either the cultural integrizy
af o gociedy or the values that animate it.” The other
mafor smuntption is that Britsh socety is domnated by a
surge towards equality which is stextily eroding differences
im wezlth, OF course, there are cerialn precomditions for the
susiaining of thiz happy state of affair, 33 Deakin pocs on
L paint out: “First. for the economy to work effectively
im the shorcrun, it onst have @ degree of dack, made up
parily of physcal capacity and partly of homan capacity.”
After stating this well-known scientific fact, be continues
*To the extont that this stack i made up of immigrants. it
will not be made up of the home populstion.”™ With liberal
“frienels” like this, the Blacks don't need enemies,

Jenkins then deals with the work of the IRR on preju-
chice, Deakim has dealt with this topic. He starts off by
explaining that in Britain there is an “ethic of faimess and
embedded in aur culture and system of law™ This extra-
ordinary propositton is then bolstersd up with an arbitrary
and dishonsst division of the research smmple into foor
iypes—tolerant, tolemant-imclined, prepudiced inclined und
prejudiced. These in the smple who f=h that the “autleo.
ritles should refise housing to colonred bensnts even if they
had heon o the waiting list the reguired time™ are placed
in the catepory *“toberant inclined ™. By blstant tricks like
this am< more refined conjuring with bivariate analyses and
spurdows corredntions, we ane lefi with a rump of 10% who
orz prejudiced. This small minority are obviously rrational
deviants with “undermined personalities™. By a creative
leap imperinlist ideology, bad housing, usemployment, the
need of neo-capitalism for & subproketarisd, ete. are declared
treelevancies. The way hay been cleared for 8 eal sttack on
racism by means of fsceor analveis on the bresstfeeding/
undermined peronalities svndrome.

Robin Jenkins dows not metedy sccuse the IRR of produc-
tng bourgeais ieological rubbish. He szes an imporiani
role for the IRR in acting s o walchdog and spy on the
Hilacks, so that capitelism can more effectively manipulzte
thern, Fenking ends his pamphlet with the folfowing ndvice
... Iemigrani cemrmsnitics will have 1o form Uieir own
ofganisations to profect their own mtereste. In arder 1o do
this they will have 1o wrdp their communities in o protective
secrecy that makes them noccesible to manipelation and
cantrol. When researchers for the IRR come knocking on
their door for information they will be well advised 1o 1]
them 1o fock off ~

—Julian Atkinson

UCS: YCL-SL Debate

Thesr who alled for the UCS work-in 1o becone o sit-in
whrike, for the extension of the strugsle oulside the vords,
and for the necessity of 3 General Stdke, kad » “pailronising,
patermalistic, and contempituous approach to the working
chss,” maid Young Communist League speakers at 2 delote
with the Spartacus League in London on Friday 3rd Sep-
tember.

THE Y.C.L. CASE : CAPITULATION TO REFORMIS

Tony Mekally and Beian Filling based this an the conten-
fion that the conscinnsness of the warking olass is refoarmiat
and that in MeMally's words, “We move hehind the warking
class™ The demands which the Troskists were putiing
Forward would lead to the isolition of The UCS workert and
woilld alienate the soppars of the trade wnion burssacezey.
Brian Filling saw thes last ag particularle impartant; since in
his view the reactionary tatine of the hureauerucy had
not hing fo do with their social peslticn bul was simply &
pfitical reflection of the refarmism of the worklisg clas.
The YCL's other main contentinon was that “the vards
an be mads viable within tle ramewark of capicalism.”
A Lrineral Strike mipht concelvably T2 on Lhe cerdd event-
ally, bat the stroggle conld be won beCore Dien, The answer
loy in forcing the Government 1o chanpe ils policy —for this
reason Brian Filling atiicled The geod Mobe s Clvdeside
brnadsheet fon ils emphass on the ootiong open Lo the
working ¢lass ratber than an the demands that should e
made Sothe ruling clzss

THE SPARTACUS LEAGUE REPLY

e reply, Dave Bailey ipd Alan Freeman of the Sparracis
Lesgue painted cut the exentially euphocic approach of e
YUL speakers, whickh contained oo rexl analvsis of the
sttualicn. One had 1o gtazt by lookice at DS 56 the context
of the peaeral crisis of British cazitalism and examining the
Tory atsatepgy inthie Ephi, [n the contes! &F the decline of
Lhe British cconomy tand pazeicularly such idustries as
shiphuilding]in face of increused competition in Lhe world
market, andl the resullant meedf Tor the reling ciics Lo r=sliore
its profits by smasliog O nilitan sy of the warkice clis
arkl cuteing their real wiapes, D is cleas tha? the verds sukros
B wiahic under capitalism—znd to cRin that the preklem s
O ol sranage e n e, Hhat the warkers could run Che vards
-_il‘: A prefil, isa highly Tallacious arpument which coestes

The 5L comrades deall al snme lengrh with tlie Tory
sirategy, whizh he asw as being bwo-pronged. First, they

are guite content oo allew e work-<in Lo continue for the
moaenl, becnuse nlthough i 8 having o big propaganda
cffect on the working cless it orherwise Tuns directly
parallel 1o the intersste of the Igiddator und the bosses—who
Atust Be delighted at the massive increases.in productivity
siinct the work-in started! The Tovles realise thor what can
only be-a protest acrion & being presanted by the O, a5 a
Atrategy; the stewards are now heving Lo devote all their
crerems bo keeping the work-le going because cthey hese na
allernative strategy to offer the workers. The UCS leaders
refise to ke any acton which would invalva pracrions
agaeel the tuling class, such 28 a sit-in strike, berause they
elill ook roethat class for = golution. Thus they apen un the
way tor demaoralisation anoneg the workers iwldch csn
&lready be seen in the numberd volinteering for redundan cias),
felkawed by nepntintions, followsd by a sell-out.

Bailey alse analysed the Toriea” use of the trade uninn
hareaucrinsy in the strogghe, notuie liow it is Feather ind

M elrzrvey Tather than the UCS wockers whe are now

domng maost of the negotiating with the Covernment, The
lick &l &y long-tarm strofepy bad sllowed the loces of
powel To skift away from the workess. He pointed 1o
Trofsky's analyvsis aof how the union burezucrecy s wsed hy
the ruling class. The Caommunist Party, because il regards
the upion burcancsacy asa sleppinpstone into tee Lell wing
al’ Social Demoeracy, leawss the way apen for them Lo

take over the initintive frond the mass of 1he working class,
The {25k of pevolulionary Marxists mst always be 1o pose
Lo the working class whal s seorsmary (o win their siruggls -
Decause alberwise they will be defeated wirbsur Loowing
Wiy and will have 0o bagis o continuing the sripgle by
leaenlog From past defonts,

The dlebare was wid oubiedly a success in providing & real
chrification for Sparracusg League members of the differance
hetween o revolitionary and a refasmig approsch to politics,
Vinforrenare by the ganie canool he sid for ¥YOL members
simce hardly ane turacd wp o the mesting. A precondition
for anv such further mestigs muast be the atfendance of
runk-and-file membera of dorh arganisticns, which can
only he ensured by adequatd internal and exeermal publicity

by the ¥l
—Jokn Marstan

BAC Redundancies

For mme time now, the British Airernfo Corporation (BAC)
kas been dn trowhle. Vs commercizl planes, designed anid
bmils i the | 9808, sre enly being sald 3t 2 trickie in the
worbd market This is due 1o bath fierce American competi-
tiom and the deepening ceiis of British capifalsm, While
BA T 1118 are still being cansreected, the VOTO ix no longer
being huaili, [n this sicantion it was only Concorde that
ponld save BAC s commercial divisivn. which consists ol
Filion {Brispall and Wevbaidge, The latder town has alead s
experienced redundancies and roday resembles mare and
more & ghosi town, The futore of Filtom is wedded firmly
to that of the Copcorde. The survival of Concorde depends
an how long the Tories think it is palitically aselul, buai
they are alio dedermined Lhat az litide money as possible is
apenl oo an wiprofitable project. That is why they lave
demanded that the BAC commercial division sack 1,200
men, BAC i so deeply comminted 1o the Concorde project
that it has no plang @ the momeni for apy fulure aicerafl.
Thers ts only vagoe ralk of & “shorr take-of 1" comeensial
plane,

REDUNDAMCIES AND THE UNIOME

On Bept, 1gr BAC apnouniced 1,200 redundancies 1o its
e resal divislen, to come into eflect by the eod of
Ocrober, 857 men are do be made redundant 5t Filton, oot
of o tocal of T 000, The majority of these nre white-collsr
slalf workers

The uninons nt Filton kave rescted ro this annoomesment
oy initinling & campaign of lightning strikes and demonstra-
Tons: Already tlere have been three walk-ouls, nne kErding
to 1,000 workers besieging the Enginsering Employess
Axguciation offices wlere (e bosses were mesting the anions
The obfect of the camipaign 3% iwaolokl. First to fght the
redundancics themse lves aind secendly o force the bosses
o recognize the joind works-araff redundsincy commodites
meade up ol abop stewards Trom each department, wiich was
given an overwhelming vole of contidence by 0 mass meoting
al abaut 3000 warkers the day alier redundancies were
avmalmced, There hos nlsa heen an overd lene il gince the end
of July when the unions were first told thar BAC wag in
Lecimble,

MO REAL CLARITY ON HOW TO FIGHT REDUNDAMCIES

Bt the redunsdancy committes hnsnat yer taken 4 clear
stmad on the redundancies—ihe committze has besn instrie-
ted to seek ways of avelding sackings or demanding more
SEILEMFUS COMPEnSAtion paymeats. [ was lefi 1o indivddual
miililants, mcluding n AT 4 shopsteward, o steess that
reclundancies ore nor negetiable and that the commities
must fighl redundnneizs uneampromisingly. The gelting up
of & joint works-stall redundancy committer |3 a step
Torward in the Clght, especially as the company oeeds 1o use
the old divide and rule doctic to pash these redundancies
through.

Howewer theee are problems. Less tham $05% of the swalf
are umionised and if Bag 1o be involved in the fight spaknst
these redundancics as they are undoubeedly onby the Tlesi
dep belore further mckings whicl will definitely he
apnounced in the near foture, Already the avertime han la
hitting the Coneorde programme. [ must be strengthensd
by workaharing. intraducing a shorier working week, et=,
The strugele itsell most be deepened by involving all 7,000
warkers at Filten, through regolsr mass meetlngs exercising
demacratic contral over the redumdoney eommiiies.

—Andy Matealfe,
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The Plessey Occupation

Al Hime of welting (Seplember #th) the strupgle
aginst redundancy at the Plessey electronics
factory in Alexandria {Dunbar tonshire } hugl
reached a crucial stage, The 200 workers whao
had oceupied the glant plant sitce September
Jed were warned by the munagement, I you
don’t allew our mamlenice workers b come
in we will take strong netios.” The warning
came after the workers hod refused to ol
he manngentent (o bring in outsiders @
maintuin machinery, They zaid they would
gil and clean the machinery thomsebves. How-
gver they insisted that the firms security foroes
thould come into the plaot,

e, Bdward Melafferty, the convenar of the
shop dewards, explaned why: “This wit 1o
sl :!;;u.rd parseves against allegations af
isachines heing damaged by oor men, But the
management refused to aliow this,” Thedemand
{or the maragement’s men to be allowed into
the Factory came Gt o meeting on 5¢piember
ELh, belween the shop stewazds nnd represenia-
pives of the firm. The convenor sdded, "The
manspement sgain bold us that we were TIespas
ging, and warned us thai they would take
sirong actian il we refised 1o bt their workmen
intda the factory.”

MAMNAGEMENT'S THREAT COUNTERED
e CCOMFRONTATION"

A nwss mechng Loday conaiderad the ultinsaraim
aind the workers responded bo the masagement™s
threat hy elarliag 8 campaign o enlist suppart
from Fornser employess toasdist them in the
pccupation, Anpouncing the workers' rection
of the ultimarum, Mr. McLalferty eaid, "Any
maintenancs work carried our inside the factocy
will Be dones by us . thiz coubd Tend o0 conleoen
Lation,™

The strugpie against 1he chosure started in
earnest on Fridoy, Seplember 2rd, shen the last
of the Tstong work-fores received their pey-
off motices, Shop stewaids put into apesation
thair threat ta occupy, A mecting next day of
A0 workers urnandmoosly decided that rraflic
entzring or beaving the factory would have 1o
pet permission M pickets They also aeresd Lo
comtinue ta coattol the pates and foceluse o let
the company move the machipery oul.

A manage ment spokesman denisd that thens
were nny immediate plags to move machinery
out. However, cne D, lan Martin from an catfic
culling itsell the &340 Greap Metal Company
cliimed Ut the machinery wos his perscazl
arcperly, He bad the nudacity to ssk the men's
coupetation I removing it

Shop stewards fram.cther laclories i the
acea, incloding the nearby Burcoughs computer
workers, bave arganized gupport for the pickels.
The workers have received manetary support
from local reaidents, incloding old age. pengloners,
and local traders have heen supplying feod,
Friends and relatives have brought blankets and
slee ping bags For Lhe oocupless. It bas been
extirnaied that the complets closureof the plant
wolld lead toa 15% rate of unemployvment in
thi area. The main srgament of the woskersid
that it Is government policy and the ralionulia-
tied plapg of the Plessey monagement which
are pespongible for the proposed closure. Thesy
zladm that Plesaey bas sub-comtracted enougl
wiazk to keep the Alexondria factory in produ-
tion for po indefitite perind. Testaad, 1he
manageent prefers to transfer this work Lo
Plegeey's Tour Hiord factorizs- a dypicalexample
ol the governnent-cncournged concept of
concentrithte production regardless of socal
CORNSEUE Do s,

PROFITSE BEFORE JOBS

The factory ugsd Lo be the Eoval Mavy Torpedo
works, 1L was bought by Plessey for whae leading
Seollish newspapers have described os “a hargain
prece™, after the foilure of the Mark 24 forpeda.

the creation of 000 wobe at keast. However, the
workers are convinesd that Plessey never hod
any intention of developing production there.
All evidence indicates that (e fifon saw instesd
an easy opporiunity o buy modem equipment
on Lhe chienp

The Akizndria shop siewirds have oentacied
Plessey workers n of her parts of the couniTy.
Shop stewards at The THord factonics declired
any machinery from Alexundoia biack, At Lhe
giant Plaisey works in Beeston, Nottinghaoy
shop stewards have pasacd a resolution slio
duclaring the machinery black, This reEolution
is to be cireylatedd Lo all Plemey workers and
callé for o nutional campaign of solidarify with
the A lexondria sceapiers, Thers is to be 0 com-
wine mesting of ghop stewards fo consider thds
campnign. Motlingham execative of the TGRAL
has instracted 15 members i read haufge not
fo tiks eguipment from Aleandria- the cssol-
tian will Be cleoulared o oller branches of the
T,

POLITICAL FIGHT AGAINST REDUNDANCIES

AlLbouph ovesshadowed by the LICS strugghs,

ihe fight by Plessey workers is an extaemmely
impartant ene and is in mAnY ways on o higher
paliticsl fevel. Some idea of the workers alti-
tuite 15 given by £he hups haneer they bave put
round the enlanes to e works mhich reads
“Tinder Mew SMapagement!” They hawe not Sesn
so pentlemanly ns repressiiativesad the UCS
warkers Lo instance Lhey have indstind opon

the right of pickets to sracsh those management
and £tafl ears which kave been allowed in and

aut of the works, Tlhelr slogans hawe been much
nore politiza® whea taking pasL in demonstralicad;
4 Tact thal has Bronpht them oo conflict with

the UCS slewards who wanled 1o ™' keap palitics
b of Ul Tipht againsd redondancies,” [ peneral,
they have dong more Lo sprend the sizugple tather
han freers sofidariby action al the level of ool
coting money.

The Pleswey srrupgle Likes place sginst 8 back-
geoupd of mounting redundongies and shorttime
woeking in the Wesl of Seotland eoplneeTing
iadustry, Ome of the latest snnounsements affecis
50 men oul ofa total worklorce of 2500al the A
P, Mewsll divigion of GEN at Possilpark, Glasgow.
Om Monaday, September 6, about 30 men at the
Cumiberaauld Faciory ol Rubsry Owen & Co. were
put ca shorrtime working, Cumbernauld, with an
une mplovment rate of ot [0%, hosaleeady been
severely Wit by crespme redundincies al Burroughs
Machkinea Ltd, [ of, THE RED MOLE. 27 and
further sackings vre in Lhe offing

Speaking ra the GLASGOW HER ALDGe p4d
sMe Alex Ferry, Glasgaw disteict spereiary ol the
AUEW commented: Ao company in Celasgpbw
aditised racenily Tor two fime-served Filles.
[hey got 330 npplicatioas, Thers are alresdy wetl
oaer | skilleil engreeing workers on our books
out of waork anid umiblz 1o geo o joebk”

THE NEED FOR SUPPORT AND LEADERSHIP

Developments like Ue Plessey streegle—
whatever their Cinal outcame- are wery much to
b welcamed, Allheoph the LU struggle hag fesn
fragen af the level ol the “work-dn™, it has gupg-
eeted 2 new Torm ol combarting redundaicies,
Warkers have respoaded o plonned closines of
plants by e factls of cccogation w2 gumber of
cases, Thee Bl danper, howewer, i3 that thess
steageles will Fres defear theongh bod feacerslipe
and lack af n naticnal stratepy, Mo iwolaled secti-
ons of workers, no stter how mititant aod beroi.
ran defedl the Boases backed by the capralisg stafe
insuch struggles. Collsctians for UCS are goosd hat
infinite by more lppormnt o political canpaign Lo
win the orgamsed strengeh af the labowr mee
meni in U Tight 2painst redundaacica, The Messer
steruggle ceold bz won oF che stoanpths of ziani
uniors Ske the ATEWY and TGWL was used
Herwever, sueh a dewelnpnzant would either
Force Lhe emplovers o climb dowis of o sacil
strugels of [ai-reaching comsequences would be

unians are sesred o th prospect, which = why
they diverty the struggle into harmless chanqeis,
such 88 Simday demensisarions,

Ga another front; the stroggle zgainst the
conzeauences of upemployment i being waged by
Cluimants” Unions, They ase playing an cxmomely
penportent robe in sssisting the umemployed to ger
Lhetr full sncial security entitlement dnd by acting
as-a focus for presamming the trade-tlon Mo
mieat 10 Lake of jis pesponsability for veganising

the unemployed. Revolatiomiry sociglists, notahly

aiilicgmes of the IMG snd the Spastacus Losgue,
are doing an esseptial job in assisting the format
bion of Clatisanis” Unines in Uowns Hke Clvdebank,
Cumbernaukl, Edinburgh and Fullkirk. This
petivity pesiene the wider sirupple of mobilising U
Tahiur movement (8 a general fpght agsinst unes-
|y ment

Pat Jordan

Women on Strike at
Cleaton Moor

URGENT .. INDUSTRIAL DISPUTE

Warkers of Bramnans Lid . Clearor Moot,
Cumberiand, the majoriiy of wham are women.
have heen on sirike for |4 weeks over a dsipute
caused by mansgement ...

O Thursday Ird Jume, AEUW members with-
drew their labour at the fictory alter
manapemment had mlected certain worksrs to g0
on monikly staff coaditions while continuing
o wock with the tools of the frade akmesdde
ather warkers daing the same work whe had
nol received Uhe smme consideration. Manage-
went have refused (o dsscuss with Linion repre-
seritatives the position of worksrs who ore put
an slaff, Ther have gho ignored letrers (ront
our Uniom Officin] requesting me=Linge, 0 [Ty
to'end this dispule.

We aie all of the opinion that this dispute s
wllinately en sttempt to end union riegotlating
rlghts in Brannans and it took o Gong dme 1o gel
the uabon established in this fectory ..

About sightzen monihs apo some of ou
embers weee: digprosed with mercuzy poison
ing and the Factory Inspectarte gave Brannams
thres manths o bring the factory wp oo s
stundard of safery. The Union & febting thess
cises, Hoth monape ment an:d siokers recogniss
that without as detive Union Lsese sarts of
things will conbifue fo exil. We are deler muimed

I m‘-m . LTI
: %& g-.[&c"r't‘fn! g’::fmr!mm morning until

night thus preventing about Y9E of the velicles
enteritp the Faclore, otherwise, only "hlucklegs™
asid “acnh lbow™ pet ine Inoaddition, we have
codlbacted the Unkons of firms that defiver (o 2nd
from Brannwns i order o eet goods blacked,
Cirikers have begn prevented feom chuniog
socinl secusity unless ihey deglare themehees
premploved, By management telling social’
security LEs groduction o the factory 8
normal. TlereTore, s only souroe ol imeeme

is strike pay. The prse have refused Lo

publiviee our case, caly that of Mr, Brannan,

v The strike has been long and there isna
sigi af an end Lo it S0 we desperately need
penple to know what's going oi, 1o help with
publicizing it, and offering their salidarity ®ith
jTF-H

Please send messiges af moeal and finnncial

supporl lo:—

SISTER MURIEL HILLOMN,

SHOP STEWARD.

34 GREYSTOMNE FLACE,
CLEATOR MOOE,
CUMBERLAND.

ALl Afrer rwa weeke the sraberr of! recelved
feters Trony mangpeieens rieding St (F Fhey

Falled foorefurn bo wark tiey woudd de conm-
déved B0 b ve left emplvprenad of the laefore

Lancaster:
The Storeys Dispute

APPEAL TO ALL TRADE UNIONISTS!

The strlce ot Stoteys, Lancaster, desezibed o
cletail in the last issue, i@ now enierng its
twelfth week. The managemeni are adopting 2
herd line, apd making no coneessions

At the ead of the tenth week, the Strike
Commitlee docided Lo test out the manggement
by making & comprontise offer which would It
thir management off the hook, i they warlid,
withaul copeeding Lhe principle involved. They
foemally sent § lotler stating thal, while they
eonsicered that Mike had acted steactly in
pecondance with Unlon prossdure, they were
prepared to agree that Mike had been sugpen ded
withowt paw dueing the peried of the sloike. as
long ax he cold then selumn to bis jol and
conyenorship, Disoussions & to the cause of the
strike coubd then ke place,

A reply seon came from management fatly
rejecting this offer, and saying that even i the
gtrike wis seliled, workers wolld only be e
employed “'as soon a5 work was aviikuble™, In
{heas rireaimetaness the mass strike meeling

The Struggle Against Redundancies

wobed to stay outs

It &5 with regret that we must report the can-
tinmed ek of solidarity shown by 6/102
Tiranchiin this dispute, Tn spite of the fzct chat
1% mermibers of thair own Union are on offlelal
styike, they ace continuing to operate black
machines, sven when thes: break down and
are repaired by foremen. The leaderabip of this
hranch is a disgrace ta the whole ade nnion
muoverment: the manapgetient fefers to them in
letless ad “ours”, and hai iesoed betters to all
workers putting its view stating that this was
done in full censuliation with the officials of
ke TEAS Broneh! Fortunately the rast of the
Lancastes Trade Union Movement of is a different
stapnp. The Lancaster Trades Council has now
joitied the Trades Unlon Defence Committes in
supporting the ateike, and their lwo banoers are
on the picket line, G/1:4] Branch T&G, the
cquivalent of §/102 in the other big fectoryin
Lhe town, Lonsils, have collected more than
ELG0 for the strike fund, and other TEG
Eronehes have given generous donalions, as have
the Past Offies workers, remembering the
oney the Stereys eralt trades collectad for
them when they were out earlier this voar.

Anolher development s the solidarity with
slrikess at the Cleptor Moor [aclory of Brannons,
near Whitebaven, whn are in thelr seventernth
week of dispute. A group of Storeys workers
apent the doy picketing st Cleator Moor, and
the Brannans stilers ate joining our pecket fne
mext week

Al this has not won e digpule Thers aro
Ewsr areas in which trde unlonists can belp:

1. Blacking, I supplics of fuel oil, DL AP, (4
chemlcal wed in produetiony, or Corvie, an
additive, coald be stopped, the factory would
have to el oo coupls of devs. We call an all
Trade Uninnists to black any products Lo o
from Stomeys, Lancasber,

2, Mansy, We mist have eash io conlinge the
shrike. Repeessntatives of the sirike commistes
ure alvency ravelbng the country appealing for
fundic We call upon all Trade Unlonlscs to teke
collecliong i their place of work. The lssue is
simple—an officiol strile caused by the sacking
of a Convenor aerrying out bis normal dulbes—a
Besic anion princple ls attacked, Send collections
to the STRIKE FUND TREASURER, JACK
FEEL, 61 CLARENCE STREET, LANCASTER.

—F, Mardindale, Chairmon Shake Commifiee
A, Lewthaeaite, Conueror
—J. Peel Tregeuwrer Sinke Commitiee

N P ——

LOCK OUT AT MINTERS, BLACK-
PRINCE ROAD, 5.E.11 OFFICE.

GIVE US ¥OUR SUFPORT

The Bbonrers oo Stage 4 of the sbove sits have
been looked oul sbiee Angust 1Ith 971 after a
dispute auer the bonus rates Afer going hoace
on the 1000 August and alier clocking pot one
hear early before the nonnat fime, the menr faonid
that wien they reported Tor work the aeit any
thes were snoked.

Shtce then Minters lave brosght ie lamy
lohour, saving them £75 cach per day to dothe
fadd’ Wwork, hoping Lo tweak their spirit. The
TaGWL has made e dispure afficial and avs
hlocking lorries o the joh. We ask fellow building
workers and all trade uniomists Lo help s defeal
Minters aned the lump Inhouwrers, sesfixers,
bricklnyers who beve moved onlo the sl

This i% ntendsd to smash T, UL of ganisation
und 85 part af an overall plan Lo smash our
arganigation in London,

HELP US TO DEFEAT THE LUMP

HELF LS TO MAITNTAIN T.L. DRGCANISATION
HELF U'S ON THE MCKET

And by giviing s moral suppore, e
support. O fight s the fight ol every building
worker in London, All donations or help or
infnrmation (o}

22 EDWARD HOUSE. NEWHURN STREET,
LONDON 5. E.11.

#

Russian copy of The Reveluliol
Hetrraved: Tacsimile of the original
rvped by Natalia Sedova and correc-
ted in pencil by Leon Trotsky.
Limitzd print of 300 vopizs.

Price L8520,

Order from Red Books,

1 82 Pentonville Road, Londan N.1.
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ACRMNOWEEDGERHE TS

The plhiorarapiy of deeland 0 she foxd fuine were
puliliched by conwteze ot feish weekdy, This
Week. The cariaon vas peblished &y cowriesd
af fhe frish papor Hibernis.



The Struggle Against Redundancies

INTRODUCTION
I Witkam, Fagex, an area clergeterized lndeccoriolly and
politicaliy by its deck of milifancy, an (niense Srugele i
heing comducted ot GEC Sewi-Condwetors Lol which
coild have fmporfant implications

A firm which fas been “caught in the fekeoser, mevrger
e i Pes o iy e dasd fiwe areaed frome The Micro-
Elrctromics Division of Mareoni Co, Lidl io Mareom Micro-
Eleepronics Lid. o Marcond Elliors Micro-Electronicy Lid,
s iix present GEC Sewd-Conductors Ltd, A4 confldenfin
muriagemens letter fo the wntons, dated . F3ck Marei and
jrr after § 10 redundmcies, that has fellen into o laads,
sated char “the Company's plan §5 120 mainfeln & micng-
alerrronice aerivity of Wirham and Glemroshes, parily
Beoymuane mearked conditions might fmprove in fime, bl slse
ay an jresurance sgaingt the risk that the rystemy mpebility
of the GEC miighir be propardised if the sermicandie for
buviness was clwsed. " In spite of this, the cloaire of the
Sactory way annowiced on Suty Stk fand also, aver, e
plegeere af the Glenrotiies plong |

T a fecrory where anly 1E) of the 330 vorkers are
crparided it uniony (AEUW, DATA, ASTME, and @
bl {n the BT the response ke been o very milifani
e, and i1 dncrenning i milianey as the stngggle demlops
The development of thiv mulitancy vet gaoinet iy Sack-
Fround of pessisty, and ol the snsiing contraliciions, are
exceiiontly ilusirgtod fr (he follvwing nfervew with
Raobin Mallett, Sserenary of the Uninns foing Coovniites
Erfdle the fachiry,

~Can yon give 3 history of the dispaie?

Iri March of this ¥ear we haid o redundancy dtaalion where
the Managemeant Threw oul 25% af the staff which amoonted
to phout 440 af the time. From this we had whal iz termed
the “Boy Scoul” Agreement which was actually o minimise
redundandy for (he future—no recrattment, no overtimi, efe
We were atill haggling about that, in fact, when on 9th July
thin closure wes thres! upon wi This took o g hat aback
hecaime we had jusd been put imlo 8 new group— GEC
Ekcingal Components Lid. The munsgement came tn sl
mude 3 fesmblity dedy (us (hey sand ), Found thet we
conlfnt el & profit, that we were o Rabikly, and decided
boall wa dows with the Clesrothes factory. After the
propossd clogaie s haggied sboet the need tosiay in the
market, We trod all (he Extablshment paths—ap to Parlis-
meanit, M.Fx, Nytional Jolat Consullative Council with fack
Scemp on the GEC side and us on our side. Evervihing was
held of T by the Campany ponding all (ke approaches
witich culminabed in a joint Mansgement-Unios spproach
on August Sth (o Corfield, Mindster for Asro-Space, for
Gowernmend support. This waem't fortheoming end o ihe
Compeny called o in again and wod they had decided 1o
imiplement the chosrs

Agzin, we'rs had a0 sitespt to gt the place down

¥EL, no ssuing of Botion, no movement of equipment. Bul
wiils) we were arguing sbool the closiore ibwelf, the

o emplueiis has swung ower the last conple of wesks 1o a fghl
b et everybody o job. We all want fo work, abvioasiy,

aml having seen what we've seen; prefernbly owtalde of he
GRC, 5o we hawe elected an Employment Committee

imade up of one representative from each of the four ublons,
the Personnel Mannger, snd & iman from the DEP). The Com-
spady chimed that nlthowgh they were glosing the place
dovatin, that Ehere were plerity of jobs i the ares and peoale
would be alltight. We dida’t sctustly call the Company

linrs, h.'-ﬂ we wetun | far short of 1L Anw 5o we 526 ap this
coanmitbee toovet all Lhe jobs the Company “clrimed ™ to be
in existence, to oetablish whether the jobe were genuine nr
whether they were, in fact, sham offers.

-Were these jobs g Withom!

Well, they were all over Lhe place, The Company szid that
wit bad Lo be prepared to fravel“ons docen't el jobs on &
ruml basis gnymore”—and, in fact, they were coming up with
offers of jobs in South A frica dnd New Zealand!

Anypwar, we've subssgquently had U DEF man in. "o
afraid lw got razher B rough ride, ro sy thie lease. He clnimed
that there were umpteen jobe, here, there 260 everswhors,
It appears to us that they have endeawoured o scrape pp
anything rhey could Find, that Ba ane el woukd take. Aol
some af the jobs they've come up witl just nren’t woell Che
papsr they'ne written o guile frankly

- Al way, tifking aboul these smployment prossests,
pravided it worked out satislactorily, wi wers qizifs
prepared to talk about the acderly clesum af the Fstocy
and the terms on which people wauld po our the sdonr,

We bl m Wosrks Conference about fwe woeks spa where

we reached verbal agreement on practicalby all the point:
eelaling fo pavmenty, ength of notlce, ele., gt We differed
on Lwo hade pointe, These were firstly the cetention bongs
for tleose who were remsining to run U plree down. The
Company were srmpatbetic to the idea, and sgrecd 1o il in
principle, but wanted to talk aboul the amount we gaked
1} weeks per moath of sorvice. We also ssked that people
should be paid'znex groriy pay ment when they leave, 2nd
ragard less of whether they wock fheir astive sut or pat, 1o
b paid this peymen For the stardtory [our wesks’ nodice
plus the supplementary notics we negstisted, which can
amaenit up Lo lousleen weeks" pay mnxioteos The Company
audd they dide™t aee owech pospect of pgreciog %o thet, bul
that they'd goaway and fhiak aloul i,

We had o Warks Confereace last wess which we thasght
woitld st ply be o discwss these fwo points, whersupan
we'd bave an ngrecment, The Company, in fact, tabled a
completely freah document: (Thaw said Lhey'id ridigd op™”
U Mazeh sgresment, bul Lhey came back nol only Sidving
it ap but completsly rewiiting it7h Soowe tobd flweo 1l Uhis
wign load of rubhish and ta gel it off the toble. Tz Uhey

: Inter

4 ARSI ha
Eearriah Ht'.'ke_-':-.'r'nnlll-'u'rdrl'ﬂ;ﬂnl'ﬂ F
carian for-pirmnteg s 1 degperahely meeded
refised Lo da, go in Fact we tabled ihe “fsilure fo agree™ 10
2o toa Ipcal conférence,

Im view of [l tightening aititude of the Campany. the
picker dutics which we had been undertiskimg—up until now
Lhey have sinply been lo sop the plant from belng dis-
manthed foom the factory -~ hive heen inlenmficd and now
we groa not only anyehing (hat’s goimg oot bat anything
that®s golng i, coo. The Royal Mail's not coming in; the
Compeny miniboses ate not comang in, British Rail won't
codie In, and in Tacr, =e turned back a gas loery last Friday
(though that was subssquently amoggled in through the
back pates by the Company ). Weare niocw picketing ali the
pales, nol judt the minam one, nngd that s just eboul he stsle
S0 Hpe pressntr (1ms,

—What abowt widening the strugghe, contscts with ather
unions, and contuets with Gleanothes?

Well, Glenrothes are following the dispute skong the same
Lines a3 we are, although they are smphasising the Righ
unemplovment rate in ool bhod & an sdded point. 1'!'ruug,||.
we are in contoct with e Dhey are, in Caci, about two
weaieks behind us, «ill follow mg the Establishment paths

A Far s other establislimen s go, wr have had & domon-
stration i Witham wikich insoled members from other
firms, particalurly DATA peopl from Marcond in ©Che Ims-
ford, and there wis p delegetion from 24 far sfield as
Caventry.

In respect of DATA, we had o Netiohe] Combine meoling
fioar weeks ago in London Tor the sovihern half of Britain,
and GEC, AEl snd FE companes fogether have decided to
have 3 day of protest, provimonally fixed for the 15th Sep
tember. This will take the form of o maes relly in London,
wilh national speakers,

ASTMS are endeavonring to get & Natbona! Cambine
und they also pot ot a call 8 while back for national action
againsl GEC

~What yuvu're miying, then . is that there is 3 real need o
extend the struggle beyond the gates of GEC, Witham?

Vet definitely. We've miade the polat seversl tives, thai
while we stand divided plant by plant, GEC will pick them
off, Thev arein fact picking gwite a few off, slthough we gre
widely scattered so there & difficalty in petting actbon
betwesn the plants. In fact, the DATA nem@ers from
Chelmsfard coming on the march was the fest thme another
sibe hos come fo the aid of 8 GEC aite being closed. So
althaugh it’ez bit larg in the doy, we hope tht 18 will Bulld
up dsr Lhe nexl period.

W are also in touch with other anicns, On the nationsl
scale; we ane in Mact sending off 2 letter tonight o Jack
Fanea, Douphty, Hogh Scmlon and Clhive Jenkins ar the T
in Blackpool. asking Tor mare national ncton and the
blasking of imports of fureign materinls, On the local side,
we hive the Trades Counctl, theough which we had delega-
Hems Tram other factocles be the arez on the march, They
arg, al coarss, sepporting us Noercilly throogh the Trades
Counet] (e reambiuiree wzpes lost hrough pickst duties),

Flzmecver, weente in touch wich the LFW to black 1he
Company s tail ) and aearhy all the lorries are Lurmag back
Thriugh contact with the TGW

~That does huve implicetions, though, if the managemeni
slecide to take the omchinery out of the factory.

Well, first. the seclion responsible for dismantliag the plamt

ol shiaging will poutt-blaek sefse to toueh in, And anyway,

i we gel wind af them tivite Lo mave (e st oul of the
factory—we don'y belives they will vel - then weI1 start
gerting reatly stroqpy s we'rs thinkiag bt terms of barricading
Lhie gates with-cars, vlaining the gotes together wich pad-
loeks, ind thicsortof thine:

—~Has there besn any suggestion of an accupation of 1he
Toctory?

I8 been theighe of, In faor, The sccapation of the factors
winld be to keep the mandgentent aut, What wed rather see
i the matagemenl coming 7 2ind tomg whal they're
suppostd to be doing - Eing out and geiling nrders- 5o thal
wee Ean earny o working: There dre ool concrete plans vet
ba necepy the lactory chowph it s 8 consideration,

~What relilinnship do vow see between Witham and the
national diuation?

Wl of conrse iU not onby hnppening ar GEC anyway, |
Tertin, pond e gnl BAC, which is outling hack deaatically.
And Lhev're nol the sy peaple gaing out ite the stresl 5
al courss

I 2 lirpe pellocioon of the abtitude of the Governmeni
with the "leme duck™ idea that's cope gy 2'e s simple
excume Sor offcloading peonle, Wherens in the past. aad
parniculanly when werwore pat ol the Morconi compasy,
the Eogapany Bacdl o girgraal reapeel tor ity ohligations fo g
smploysss, Mow vou've gat peopls cenunedin, ke GEC,
they're choppane out peaple. They're quite free to do #,

..

wanndgaciey e dieg

glven the "lame duck™ principle. I mean the whole of GEC
iz proficable—they made anet predit lagt yoar of £38m.—
sid they could qoite easily iy U bess profitable sections.
The government are, as Tar a8 we're Concernad, jast giving a
cagrte frlancie Lo everybody st to chop out people without
any Tecrimiralicn agiinst cheo, 50 this is why we don'l
pxpect any aupport from shem anyway

—Whnt sort of impact will the ebosure have on Witham itself?

Well weve done same siodbes o wenpleyment fipores, and
wee have, Trom the BPEP quated a flpurs of 8177 warking
peaple. |fwe are added fo the dobe quens, this eauld raise
Lhie tetal wnemplovment figure oo 6. 7%, Floweser, bf you
taxe away the nomber of peaple who don't work in the
town—the lirpe commuter ssction and yau add the people
who armmuie ints ke town, D e ployieent ﬁ;u!rs
wepulel rise b | e —well abave the national averages. and
well abore, inn Fact, Lhe g Tor Morthern Treland .

~Which, of ceorse, challenges the whobe principle of the
right to work [n an ares of your chotes

o O ponrese; of course. We've asked what is their idea of
reasupable ravelling distance. The DEP are wery Inx, toking
e avcount of whether youve got a caror have o use

pubillc transport, As far as the Company are concerned, they
talked in termisof a factory al Wembley, which woull meame
travelling over B miles o doy

Peopic have moved imta this town to five and work within
p couple of miles. A number of peaple in this establishment
beught houses cheaply which are subject to o resale clnse
of 5 vegrs. The people have only been in them 2V 1o 3
wears 0l most, They are tied Lo these housesand they can
cinly sell them hack at the price ther paid for them, in
wwhich cose Thev'll b= subslanlizlly ot of pocket.

i Lop of Lhal, the Less of baying power in thi lown
winnld be substantial We did be Tagl pul & crcular pound Lo
the shop-keepers during the domonatration. cxplalnbne the
los% of purchasing power, and the fact that it's no pood for
Ehem bo e too smag, conthey 'l loge cul anrwayr

—What solution do you see both for Witlam bn parficilar
and Britain as o whole?

A far as Witham iz cancernad, we woild like to see mors
sy ¥ moving inte the town, We have o {usr-c_\:pﬂndl_ng
population, but auitle where people are going in work we
don't know. We'o malntained that nedple coming into the
tomen w5 the anemplovment gueae and this the kower it
k=g 1 be wape rntes.

One company, for instanse. bave brought in peaple feen
London whae came o jobs which aren't all that they 've
cracked vp to e, They're forced 9 chnmge fobe, ar o on
The gk quene, anil the maore times you do that, the bisper
the pond 1he empkoyers have to call upon, which, inturn.
Kewpe the waged down and creates a clintats of indwerrial
qubet Wial dn fael we'd like Losssis o planned cxpaosion of
the fovwn.

Wie'd alsa Lke Loses some lirger firms coming into the
ot both from the Sact thal chey can afford to pay higbuer
Wape rated, and of cowrse, they wil] have the resources ro
airhstand any fininciz] trouhle they get into,

~The moving-in of Erge fiems e the area depends, of

cearse, o0 the natiensl situation: and emﬁc. on the

faed thal larger emplovers are Living-off thousmds of

peuple ton,

Thisig certaialy lews, (s ne thing 4o bring Inrger emplosers -
intothe nren, but vod ve gob fo change the palitizal clinmte
of Lhe same timie

—What about the gereral tendency of British cupital to fry
o reduee the laboor foree and ouske indstry more capical
imlensive?

This is quite true, GEC, in fact, licoessad their profit Tst
wear, yel the Gbour loroe went down . This haa happenad in
suECesse VEars Lone are lhe times when 2 compatiy watild
e dis own capifal L suppert sl when it hit hard tioes,
aod mve secarily fo its employers, The emphess now is
sty ond copited prafitability, percing ag niach 28 they can
For ns litrle &5 thedy have o fock ant for it

—Are your proposals in conflict with fhis Tory government
and the last Laboor posvemment?

Chacle Iranxly, we'rs somewbnt disgmaved by the similnrity
of policies, A change of government, n faet, seems of no
real consequence. The counbry ssen:s to e o nod s muoch
o political liies ag on ecomomic lings, Maney 1alks, 'm
afraid .. Every Lime o government goos Into town, aul come
the conmomic “whizekids™, Even if 3 govesnment does go in
with woniderful ideals they are very snon surtatled . Wilh
Hes Lwen mindor parcses wo've gol mow, [ dan’t see mnch
chance of changing the presoat situation,

Intervimwer: Jonathan Siberman



By ERNEST MANDEL

BRUSSELS, Aug. 24— The July issue
of Quatriime fniernationale earried an
editorial dated July &, 1971, on the
worsening erigls of lmperialism. The
following sentonces are of particular
interest:

“The capltalists will thus follow =
different fack. Their response [to &
recession that threatens to bécome gen-
eral] will be concentrated in two areas,
They will iry io increase their for-
elgn merkets apd to boost the rate
of profit at the expenee of the working
clans.

"Incressing iniernational markeis
means expanding East-Wesl trade,
with the 1.5 jolning in the game
{relaxing embargoes against the
TUBSH, resuming exports to Chinal
Likewise, It moans siepped-up pene-
tration of the markets of semicolonial
couniries and & new sharpening of
interimperialist competition. The ak
termnpt to raise the rate of proflt at the
expense of the working class involves
feying to limit or abolish the only
substaniial right the workers have un-
der the capitalist system, the right of
collective hargaining. The means for
this are 'Incomes policles,’ which wir-
tually all tendencies in the infernation-
al bourgeoisie have begun todemand.”

And further on:

" . . in order W0 strengthen the dol-
lar, American Ilmperialism will eom-
bine increased protectonlsm with a
plowdown in real capiml outlows nnd
a pew effort to retool American indus-
Y ot

Bix weeks later, these forecasts were
borne out by the decisions Nixon an-
nounced bo the world August 15,

The Marxist analysis of the clasa
nature of the American state, of the
fundamenial nabure of the capltalist
sysiem, has been confirmed once
again, The American bourgeoisie de-
fends i class interests — not an ideal
of freedom. This defense la mounted
today not only against the atates that
have broken out of the imperialiat
syilem and against the colonial rew-
olufion that thresiens to ke several
more couniries along the seme road.

It i directed against what s his-

torlcally the most redoubtable enemy
ol Wall Strest—the American prode-
torint. Tt is aimed ai shaking up Wall
Strest's moat precious "allies® that is,
jits most efficient competitors —Japan,
Western Germany. “Freedom,” Inelud-
ing the famois fres trade, in swept
aslde, as is always the case when the
syatem founded on private properiy,
that is, competition and anarchy, s
shaken by a serlous crisis.

Disintegration of the interna-
tional monatary system

For three and a half years we have
been witnessing the slow death agony
of the internatlonml monetary aysiem
founded at Bretton Woods under the
banmer of supremacy of the deliar,
This syatem gought to escape from the
dilemma that has confronted the cap-
italist sconomy slnce the beginning of
its historic crisis of decline marcked by
the first world war: either maintenance
of the gold standard with more and
more catastrophic erlpes of overpro-
duction; or abandonment of the gold
standard and a retrent loward aco-
nomic nationalism, protectionism, and
inconvertible currencies, which signi-
fles not less disastroas conseduences
for capitalist International trade.

The solution consisted of basing capi-
talist currensies hoth on gold and oo the
daollar, of maintaining stoble rates of
exchanpe, and of installing flexible rules,
talerating w reality a permonent inflaticon,
ghowve all when a crigis of overproduction
impendsd, in order to aveld a new [91Y,
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The
of the dollar

S0 long as the infiation remained
tnodermte, and the dollar fost is pure-
chasing power mt a alower rate than
the currenciea of the other important
imperialist powers, the system func-

tipned to the satisfaction of all the
Imperialists.

Already ot that lime, 1t = troe, the
arrengement signifled a more and
more mulnous  indebtedness For the
semicolonial countries, the big losers
al Bretton Woods. But that the "great”
should explolt the "small” & the most
natural of all things in the capitalist
world.

No imperialist complained about the

defleit in the U.5 balance of pay-
ments in the fftles —and with reason!
Withoyt this defleil, the aystem invent-
ed al Bretton Woods would not have
boen able to function. The capitalist
expanslon would have died for lack
of dollars ard gold, that is, of means
of lnwroational payment

Things began to furn sour not be-
cause of inflation of the dollar — that
had been going on uninterruptedly for
thirty years. Things began Lo turn
sour when the decline in buying power
of the dollar became greater than that
of other surrencles, when the rest of
the world's haoldinge ln dollars ex-
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A W TR

- e

L

Proio by Ed Weovar

panded out of mll proportion to the
rapldly diminishing siock of gold held
by the L. 5.

From then on It was clear that de-
volustion of the dollar would ocear
sooner or later, The loternaticnal
bourgeaisie — including & good part
of big business in the 1T 5., whether
through the muliinational companies
directly or through go-betweens —be-
gen 1o rendy themselves for this con-
tingeney, In plain language, this is
called speculating on devaluwatlon of
the dollar, And in B market economy,
when many capitalists ready them-
selves for a contlogency, they preelpl-



The inconvertibillty of the dollar in-
to gold — a_consequence of the dispro-
porfion betwesn dollér holdings in the
hands of foreigners and the gold re-
serve ol Fort Knox, which shrank o
the "minlmum sirateglc reperve” of 510
billion — did not begin on August 15,
1971, It has bean the reality sinee the
end of the "gold pool® (end of 1968

From that tme on, the central banks
of the big imperialisl powers have in
reality stopped exchanging dollara for
gold. What was a provisional mutunl
undertaking has now become a definl-
twe rule because of Nixon's unilateral
decision.

The real change announced Auogusd
15 was thus nof the inconvertibility of
the dollar, already In force for thres
years, The real change was the fnctual
devaluation of the dollar, oot in rela-
tlon to gold but in relation to the other
currenclies of the Imperialist world

Depreciation of the dollar

Nixon's decision (o lei the dollar
Moat® signifies In reality a declzlon
to depreciate the dollar in relation to
other currencles. Because once supply
and demand |8 permitied to operaie
freely on the exchange markel, this
outcome |n inevitable in view of the
current atate of inflation of the U5
dollar in relation fo the currencies of
the principal compettors of the Unired
States.

The irony of history is that in thun-
dering against the “international spec-
ulators,” MNixon gave in fo them all
elong the line. Tt was exactly this de-
preciation that they were prepared for.
in affirming that he was oul to defend
the stability of the dollar, Nixon did
exactly the contrary. He scknowledged
urbi et orbi® that the doflar has boen
devaluated. Double talk comes nlbu-

ate. The Gaulllsts, who have spouled
for a long time mgainst the Yankees
lor buving “our® factaries, are decidied-
l¥ Inconsletent In their kdeas, Yester-
dava complaints are forgotlen In ex-
change for the new complaints. Today,
what is invalved above all is 1o pro-
tect "our® forelgn markets and o sell
four” gooda. If not, unemployment will
riee in Framnee and along with it the
threat of n mew May 1968 at the
door, . .

The different resctions of the vari-
oug Emperialiat powers s tied in with
thelr particular interests and their re-
apective levels of power. The Wenl Ger-
man caplialksis, who are the sirong-
esi, do nof fear & new minor revalu-
atlon of the dewtsche mark {an In-
eviteble comsequence of floating ex-
change]. The Bgitteh, whe are the
weakest, are secking to profit from
the confueslon and carry out a dis-
crest new devalusation of the pound,
The Mailans, the most threalened so-
cially, wish above all to avold any
change in the lira.

Am for the French capitalists, who
beneflted from the effects of the de-
valuation of the franc durlng the West
German boom, they would like to kesp
their cake while eating it. Their “two-
tier exchange" means that Fremch
exports would profit from s lower ex-
change rate for the frane, while the
movement of French capltal would
profll from the lower exchange rate of
the dollar.

Such & system, possible in & small
country for & short Hime, quickly be-
comes Impractcal ln a more lmpor-
tan! imperialist power. i opens the
way to all kinds of epeculation, gam-
bling on the stock marked, Olici? irad-
ing amd outright frauds (but perhaps
that is why the pew Sociékd du Dix
Décembre, which was already up to

Nixon’s ‘price freeze’ is a fraud
Thease price exemptions directly offecting the cost of living have been
approved by the Office of Emergency Preporadness {OEP) since Nixon's

Aug. 15 “"Skabilization Order.*

I. Consumer items on which prices con go up by any omounk

All unprocessed food, pockoged or unpockoged, such as eggs, Fresh
fish, uncul chicken, fresh fruits and vegetables

all imparied goods
All interest rates

State and local taxes

2. Consumer items for which the OEP has approved price increases
that hed been announced but not put inte effect before Aug. 15:
Insurance premiums on the majority of casualty and liability policies
on homes, outomobiles and other property

School tuition

In oddition, prices car dealers may chorge for new 72 models can be
higher than the discount prices prevailing for new ‘71 models in the
J0 days prior to Aug. 15. However, the '72 model prices are not sup-

posad to exceed '71 in‘cas charged lasf fall.

rally to the American bourgeois poll-
ticlnns just as it does to the gangsters
of the slar-apangled r{-];lu_hl;ic,

In Furopean capitalisl c¢leeles — be-
Elaning with the GGaullists in France —
the devaluation of the dollar s belng
denounced as & serious blow against
trade for Evrope and for Japan, It ls
certain that Mixon's Immediate alm is
proteciionial in nature. [f 15 deslgned
to help Ameriean exports amd make
Imports to the United States more difE
flewlt

Hut these samo circles forget that in
the capltallet svatem, money is not on-
l¥ & means of exchange but o means
of payment, [Dollars serve nol only
for world rade; they also serve for the
ekport aof capital. What Amerlcan capl-
telism gaina ln the "commodilies” col-
uran, bt loses in the tapitnl” column.
From now on, Amerlcan capitalism
will meed more dollars o buy o fmec-
lory in Euwrope. And a Cerman or
Japanese caplialist will be able to buy
a factory in the United Stotes writh
fewer deutsche marks and ven.

That ls why American imperialism
long realsled the fempinton to devalo-

its neck in the affalr of les Halles
and the Gerantie Foncitére, plinged
Inte the new siwation with delight;
these pentlemen thieves have long
knlves, particularly when they are in-
dide the government! ). Just who Is (o
compel on exporter (o repairiate his
deutche marks in & "eomm odities” col-
umn when he can obtain a Inrger sum
of francs In a “caplal” column® Jusi
who B o check up on fictifioes fm-
porte  designed. o obtain  dewtsche
marks &l a good price o be resald
al a higher rate of thoe "free market"?

The fact that after tweniy years ol
upanding internationsal rrtp]rﬂ.'Hpt
trade —which, it should be noted, had
only by 18965 brought per capita ex
parts back up o the level of 1913 —
complete anarchy, nsecurlly, and dis-
arder apaln reign says & lot about the
insoluble historic crisis shaking the
svatem  thal  survives in the Weal,
thanks to the traditional labor leaders’

Behind the monetary screen

Murx llked to repeat that monelacy
phenomens were ooly reflectiong of the
economie life, and whorver sought o

explaln crigss egsentially by these phe-
nomens, was mistaking the appear-
ance for the reality. This obsérvation
remains ua valid as over.

When the dollar is depreciated, when
the international monetary system set
up at Breflon Waoods goes clown, this
iz mbowe all mot because of wicked
speculators, of oo imprudent credib
ors, or too prudent bankers (eapecial-
ly in other countries!), It is noi be-
cause money B “badly managed” or
because the advice of Professor Ruefl
has not been followed, or becawse one
has mnot gonoe bmck to the exalted
philmophy of the French peassnots
and kept one's sAvings ln B sock, or
hidden in & weshing machine, in the
form of gold colns. It e because the
Stonombs system 88 & whaole bs sick,

The fundamental cause of the lnfla-
tion Is the |lndebtedness of goveéern-
menis, bosinesses, and consumers.
This indebtedness has been mush-
rooming since 1840 (that of the gov-
ernments since 1914 ). Without this In-
debtedness and this permanent infla-
ton, expansion, full employment, eco-
nomic growth have become impos-
gible in a capiiaiisl system in decline.
The armaments cconomy i the basls
of sme indebledness. Abpormally
swallen credit s the basis of private
indehtedness. For thirly years, nege
capitalist “prosperity” has ridden on
an ocean of credit. Soaner or later
waves of infllation were bound to en-
gull the ship, The collapse of the dol-
lar has shown that the “stabilizers,”
constructsd with such pain, were no
longer able to reslst the smashing of
these ever more powerful waves.

Caphalist proaperity depends on two
conditions — & rising rate of profit and
an sxpanding market Ths logic of
capitaliem I8 such that these conditions
colocide only at certain moments.
When they colpelde temporcarily, this
in imell creates the conditions for their
subseguen] separation. The two coln-
cide momentarily during the cowrse of
each economic eyvcle and perlodically
on B more general and durable scale.
Since 1966, we have enfered a long
period in which the colnciding of the
two is being undermined more and
more.

To emerge from the recession that
has been hiting the American econ-
omy for the past iwo years, Nixon
requested Congress fo give & tax cred-
it on lnvesimenis and o repeal an
exclse tax on automobiles. The indus-
trimliste and bankers, as well as not
& lew Tliberal” politkcinns, applauded,
What's good for profits 18 good for
the United States. Who would dare
think otherwlse in the paradise of “lres
enterprise”™?

‘Merry-go-round has only
begun’

Right-wing trade-union flgures like
G—enrgt Meany protested onder pres-
sure from the ranks. What about the
freeze on dividends and undisiributed
profits az a counterwelght 1o the {reece
on wWapes? Whaere are the Funrnntees
agninst rises in prices? Where & the
compensation for pest losses in buying
power already sustaloed by the wage
wockers ¥ :

These protests signify that the Amer-
lemn workers are golng to baitle hard-
et for their slandard of living, thresats
ened by inflation, taxes, the conse-
gquences of the war In Vielnam, and
the repereussions thet can be counted
on @s the Amerlcan bosses seek o

BAEwWer internaliconal conm petilicon.
They slgnify Jlonger and harder
sitrikes. Pul not only thal, They in-

valve above all & new contraction of
the domestic American marcket (the
reductions in public expenditures and
the incremscd cost of impored prod-
uclz both sefve o reduce overall buy-
ing power already under full retrace
tion

How s unemplovyment (o bhe 'p.rip-gd
out under these conditionsT Moreover,
don't the bosses al boltom wanf ta
mainlain woemploymen! in order to
hold down woges? But under these

conditons, how can the economy be
Etnuinely started up sgaln (and, In
passlrg, @ssure Nixon"s reelection
next year )T -

The FEuropean capitalists are mot
wlthou! guile, They polat thelr Mngers
af American prodectionism. They have
become the atorneys of free trade.
But at |he leas! evonomic shock, they
oo wlll come out foursquare for sa-
cred self-<interest, They will defend thelir
loreign outlets by devaluyations one
after the other (French franc, pound
sierling } or by stabilization measures
(deutsche mark} which will end up by
provoking unemployment either ai
home or amosg nelghboring coun-
Lries.

With Wnll Street playing some of it
trump cards, the reaction in the Com-
mon Market was every san for Sim-
soff to such a degree that the European
bourgeodsie could not lay out any col-
lectlve defense agalnel Americin pro-
tectionism, Big business may well end
up by compelling it politklans to
act in the wense of closer European
"polldarity” out of fear that Uncle Sam
will export his unemployment to the
aold contlnent. But how to divide the
risks, the |ossesx, and the profits of
puch solidarity? This ks the subject of
the curreni bargaining,

Under these conditonas, 1t iseccluded
that the lofletlion wrill stop. A roces-
aion that threatens 1o become general,
Inereasing unemployment, excess cn-
pacity hittng & halfl doren key indus-
trics cannod be combined with a halt
to Inflation excepl at the price of & new
1829, a price thail no imperialist pow-
gr is remdy to pay. Bui peraisteni in-
flation joined to exacerbated interna-
Honal eompetition aignifies an ecosion
af the international monetery system
that can no longer be averied. This
means that an Interimperialist agreo-
ment on & sufficient new International
rogarve mongy 18 impossible, And that
makes certain the thremt that the
growih of international trade will be
slowed down. The conclusion I8 ac
centuation of the reversal of the 1845-
65 ex pansionlet lendency,

The wiclent perturbation of the del-
lar mesns more than devaluation of
8 symbol and & monpetary ayatem,
The international capitalisi system ne
& whole has emerged from a long
cycle of expansion to begin a long
cycle of much slower growth and
many more crizes.

In reality, #sloce the German reces-
slon of 1966-67, the International cap-
lalisl economy has nofl had a single
yenr of peneral prosperity. There has
nol been a single year without o re-
cesslon or monetary erlsls somewheres.
The meérry-go-round has only bagun.
The long cwcles last on an average
twenty to tweniy-flve years,

Il the workers so desire, f they pro-
vide themaelves with a revolutionary
leadership that is up to the helght
of the historlc task. thia eyele can
give rise (o the victory of sociallam
in the Weat, I their struggles end in
defeats becouse of Inck of an adequate
leadershlp, then capiallm will seek
to resolve s struchiral crisis on their
flesh and bones, as it did duelng the
thirties and forties, The crisis that has
begun s thus both & promise and &
warning.

1. "Ta tha ey (Romal ond o the world® The waords
=ith =hich tha pops larmarly occampaniad banadie
Hans pronounced on the Catholic warld during cerboin
sabwmn church lastivals.
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Im 1838 & new direction for American labour
uniong was leng oswerdue, Tha only union at the
tirms that was capable of leading in this new
direction, the American Foederation of Labour,
was unwilling 1o do so. Ever since the founding
of the AFL in 1888, itz leachers bad » podicy of
organisng only skilled workers into craft
wrnang, Organising workers into cralt unbons
tended 1o Keep therm divided and also, since
orily skilled workers sere allowed in the craft
undang, the reuech lar per number of ok illed
winrkars remained unaorganised.

The attitude that the leaders of the AFL
toak towards unskilled wiorkers was expressed
by one of themn whio ssid, “Wa do not want ta
charter tha riffraff or pood-for-nothings, or
those for whom we cannot make wages or con-
ditions, unlass we am compalied to o so by
other aorganisations offering to charter them
under any conditinn.”’ Thie attituds was rein-
farced by the Tact that the top bursavcrats of
the AFL were sscure in thesr pasitions of pover
ond they intended to keap it that way. They
felt that they would ba ynabls 10 controd a masa
of unekilled workers organisad in industrial
unkong. |6 fact, the “leaders” becamie 5o sEpara.
teik from thea rank and file, and o impressed
weith thair own importance that they pleced
their own personal interaets above thode of the
workars whose intoresTs they wers suppomedly
defemding.

Ooviously if the pokicies of an organisdtion
arent inthe best interests of the membare of
that organisxtion, then the lesders whio st the
policy have toochange it 1o it the needs of the
membgrs or they're golng to find their organisa-
tion falling apart around them.

A.F.L. OUT OF DATE

There is another vary Important reason why the
AF L' eraft unicnism had bacome outmedsd

AT the ume the AFL weas founded, skilled

lateoir §2ill playved an important part in pradhie:
tion. But by the ime the depression hit, rrass
proshucnion on & giganlic scale was being carried
ouf by large corporationd, Very fttle skill is
meeded to master most of the skilks ina factory,
10 the numbar of =killed workers invobend in
production decreased, Whea the AFL made a
half-hearted attempt to organise factory workers,
they fried to do s through the narrow concept
of craft unionism. Instead of organising all the
wirKers in a particular industry into one indies-
trigl unhon, the AFL wanted to divide them,
mvan theugh they worked in the same facrony,
armang all the differant craft unions whizh
claimed Jurisdiction over the type of labaur that
the worker was invedved in, Tha daveloperent

Flint Sit-

History

tha auto industry, an gvent which changed
Lewis’s plans and hod a spectacular influence on
the subsequent develfopment of the IO,

C.LO. IN AUTO

Whan the CH was formed the auto workars
|adranchy had their own indusirial union, The
|United Buto Workers (LAWY had started asa
| tederal bocid of the AFL ., Bt the AW was
| ErpilE wetthy o democratic strocture w0 the rank
| anvd-flle &1 that time had a lot of say in their
| umvion. And what they said was that thay had
| o dieging 1o be dominated by the AFL lsaders
|whao advocstad narrew craft unlaniem and who
|wauld rathar “cooparate’” with the capltalists
| than defand the interasts of the workers. Tha
| Bulo workers sawe no reason why thay should be

dbvided inta craft uniome or why thay should
| cooperate with their bosses on their bosses”

tarmz But how could the workers get the huga
cofparations such as Ganeral Motaors, U5,

Steel, Goodyear, and other manopoly giants,

to cooparate with the workers an the workers'

terms? By joining with thair fellow workers in a

militant and united STRIKE. Just what the

bossas and buresucratic labowr “leaders'” fea
| most. Matwrally the strike played a huge part in
| the development of the C1O. The corporation
bosses fought industrial unlanismn in thair
tactorses with all tha congéderable means of
proeien 8t their disposal, The workers fought
back with the strike, Bt in the organising of the
CI0, @ vary special kind of strike was used. This
wirs the sit-diown strike, used with grest sucoess
throughaut the CIO arganising drlwa. The =it
| dewin gtrike had & number of sdvantages over
| the traditional form of strike, It was impossibie
for scabs to operate the factory bacause the
strikars would oecupy the factory and guard the

machiniry, This in turn heightened tha workar s’

muarali sinco they knew thal nothing could be
| praduced whila they were sitting on tha
| mschinery, It was harder 1o aust the strikers
froem an occupied factory to beesk up s regular
outside plcket fine, The bosses were releotant to
wenn strika breaking wiolence against tha strikers
s they could st eny time destrow millions of
dollars worth of company machinery,

The sit-déiwen strika did have a number of ad-
wantages and when tha Uinited &uta Workers
went aut on strike against the giant General
M otors they neadad afl the advantages thay
could get. They ware fighting the largest manu-
facturing carparation in the world, end this
|eorporation, G, wiskdsd just as reuch poser

in 18236 as it does in 1970, Thie graat LLAW sit-

down strlke against G.M., centred in Flint,

and change af the forces and methods to sroduce. Michigan, turmed oot to ba the decigive strike

things im Amarice had made the AFL's craht
uniomism cheolate. [T was time for a hig change.

In 1836 a big change came in the form of a
mEnt wpsurge of industrial unionism which
Fvept the fabour movamant. By this tirme not all
of the AFL leaders wers committed ta craft
uniontsm. & group of thesa leaders, led by
John L. Lewis, realised the need for a new type
of union, the industrial union. Lewis v that
the steal workers oroanised in @ strong indusirizl
uninn widdld grestly strengthen hic own United
Ming Warkers Union. He also saw warkers in
steel, auto and other basic industries clamouring
3 be oroanisad. He sensed the militant mood of
American workers shown By the number of
stri ke fought ot to a decisive Tinish, Waorkars
it determined to win thetr demands guan if
thoy had 1o fight company thags and spies, the
courts, the police and the Mational Guard,
Which, of curse, they did, John L, Lowis saw
that the workers were fighting mad, that they
wartted 10 be orgenised, that the time was dafi-
nitely right for industrial uninns,

At the 1935 convention of the AFL &
minarity resalutlon proposing the organisation
of industrial uniond in the basic industries was
presented. The resolution was defeated by
dohn L. Lewis and & few athier labour leaders
want ahead with their plan 1o organis the
unorganised. They farmed the Committe: for
Industrial Organisation bt remainad Ik the
AFL. They ware threstanest, sussended, and
finally ewpalied from the AFL in 1936, & fte
thoy ware completely saparsted from - the AFL
the name of the organisition was changed to
thie Congrmss of Industrial Organisstions (CI0),

Lewis intenddad to start his organisstional
drive in the steal industry, Orgenissd labour in
the steel factorias would directly affect his own
United Wine Wiorkers, But an event took placs in

Irt the CIO organising driva, 11 can be said that
{ the LLAW mada the grestest cantribution ta
the orgenisation of the CI0 and to the success
of industrkal wnionism because it tock tha initla-
tiva of orgenising the workers in the auta
industry [in spite of the plans of the of ficial
Isaders of the SO and becausa its strugola
against G.M. was won, In the Flint sit-down, the
LIAW had shown that militancy and solldarity
amang the workers could overcome just about
eunrything the corporations coubd throw agairst
them, Anothar ressnn for the importance of the
Flint sit-chomen strike was that it determinad
whether or not an industrial union could exist
im the sato industry. G, was the key o
organigng the AW among all the corparations
of the auta industry because G.M, was the
larpest and most powerful auio producing
icur:xr:ltim and it was the first to be orgenissd
|E¥ the AW, In one part of the G.M. empire,
Flirt, the agen shop had ta ba abolished ard
anmcd the clasad shop established if succoss was to
come In the rast of the arganising campaign, it
wak in Flint that most of the bedies for all GoM.
cars were manufactured as well as all the angires
for G 's biggest maney-maker, Chevralet,
Alsa, Flint was thargughly controlled by G
It vz probably the mest cormpletely contiolled
company towm In the countey, GM, controlled
mieryhody from the dogratcher o the judges.
G.M. was the |ergest canpoeatian in the
jworld, By 1835 it had gained the repatation of
[baing the “world’s greatess monay maker™. In
that year it net profit was 226 million deliars:
its twn tup officers, Alfred Sloan and William
Fonudsar, wera paid 375 000 dollars aach in
1836, Its seventh vice-president was paid
180,000 dollzrs. The condition of the G
aders wag completely opecsite to that of the
uts warkers, In 1836 the gowernmant declarad
that 1.600 dallars waes the minimumn incame an

Down {part 1

which a famiby of four could live decantly, Tha
avarage suto worker mede 900 dollars. Most of
them lived in foarful insscurity sinee the foremen
corld Fire almaost at will, Thera were layoifs
every yes without ungmployment insurance,
Sut e worsl part was the production spaed-up.
Whan working so hard and w6 fast that by the
and of the shift thay could hardly stand up, the
nuto workers wers more than réady v be orga-
mised,

SHUT HER DOWN

In Jure 1906, the young AW affillated with
tha CI0, sent an organiser indo Fling, the heart
of GoM, territory. When ha arrived in Flint ther
ware only 100 union mambers [ e dity and
rcd of thess were company spies. The organiser,
Windham Mortimer, was starting from scratch,
But with a lot of hard work snd good reputation
(most of the suto workers hed quit the AFL,
whizh had suspended the UAW énd CIO| the
LW was elowly but surely growing. There
wiers spveral work stoppages in the Fling piants
and by Mounmber the men were rescly to strike,
Oy Mewemiser 12th, two men wars Tived from
uhe Fisher Body Mo, | plant for resisting a
speed-up. The AW members organised & com-
mitree tea mest tha plant superintendent and
damanded that the men ba rehired. Tha supser
nave in and rehired the men, This grestly
anhzncod the LIAW's reputation snd workars
were signing up by the hundneds, Walkouts
and work-stoppages were cocurring in UAaw
locals throughout the country, But LAW
leaders felt that the time wasn't right fara
struggle with G, on the national lavel. Mot
until the kay Flsher Body plants in Cleveland
and Flint, where three-guarters of G0, % dies
and chassis were produced, and the Chevralet
Me, 4, whera all of the Chewy engines wars pro-
duced, wern ready to stiike. On Desember 17th,
LAW peeesident Hamer Martin requested
nations collective bargaindng In & telegram o
G.M. management. .M, refused, siying it
wdd bargain only on 2 plant by plant basis,
Thea firit strike ocourred in Cleveland at Flhar
Bedy, but the unian didn't heve the strength 1o
miintin a sit-down strike, Two days lgter the
action shifted to Flint, On Decernbar 30th, the
night shift carms on and Tound that the cormpany
wias mowing diss to other plentsin ordar to
decressn the impartance of the Fisher Body Mo,
1. That was all the provocation the workars
negded 10 “shut her down''. They immaediately
bregary 1o set up their defancss to woure tha
plant against attack. The grast Flint sitdoen
strike was on.
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At the sameo time a5 the Fisher Body Mo, 1 =t
dhowen, the warkers of Fisher Body Mo 2 siruck
This elfectivaly halted all G.M, body production,
By January lat, sl Chewy ard Buick assembly

{ mlants were clossd. On danuary 3rd, a natianal

conferenca of 300 met in Flint to draé up a st
ol demands. Soke hargaining pover for the LA,
rainstaternent of =l warkers firad for usion
marnbership or activity, senicrity to govern ky-
offs, maw waga minimums, a 30chour, G-day
week with time and a half for owertime, abolition
of place woirk, and a slowing down of tha
assarmibily line.

STRIKERS ORGANISE

Pt disdn’t take long for the workess inside Fisher
MNa, 1 to organise an extremely el ficient strike
apparatus. Aftar securing the plant a mass maeting
was hald and a comm ittee of stewards and 5.

rran strategy team was electad. The eammitiees
weere ofganised: food, police, information, sani-
tation, health, safety, “kangarco court”, anter-
tainmest, educstion, and athlatics, Twalve
Fumdired workers stayed insida tho plant while the
rest beft o perform outsice tasks. On the ingdde

ewvary worker had & spacific Job for & hours o
‘day. They wmre on duty for 3 hours ard of f
nina, on far 3 and off 9 in sach 24-heur period.
The plant was kept spotlessly clean and care was
Laken with the handling of all plant property.
The strikecs wsed car cushions for Matteses and
car floors for bads. Thee was recrantion sich as
calisthenies, mugic frem radios and phono-
gephs, ping peng, checkers, cards, and the

weior krs gven had their own 1 2-piace band,
Thera wias a poat of fice, daily visits by strikers”
fernilies, and labour class=s in the history of the
labour movarmant held daliy.

Thes crganisation outside the plant was just
as Impoartant = that inside. Committess for
food preparztion, publicity, welfare snd religf,
pickating and defence wero organised. Becauss
of the graat organisation of the strike-both insida
end out the workers Telt that they had bullt an
impregnable fortrass agalnst attack, The first
mEEn 't long in coming,
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White Terror in Bolivia and
the Beginning of Civil War

In the shoet history of Bolisia sinee its independence from
Spain there hove een g::tin-g o For 200 COUE. I1 is the
regulur way bn which governments are changed. Many aof
these eoups had o clessde “elean” outling, sudden changes

of povernment with little popular involvement o hifoodehed.
But the fescist takeover thot has just occurned and s con-
sodidaring ltseif, the white terror Usat & beiog ualeashed and
the civil war that is to follow have g scale pnd spniltcance
different from an ordinary coup, Whilst the right has carrled
o4t a coup, it has had moss popular resistance and it has
imvobaed civilian Dasclet groups 25 well as the bulk of the
nrmy. Starting in the right wing stronghold of Santa Crue
ot the Trantler with Brazil, the fighting repidly spread to
other civies and fHnally $o La Pay where the government was
overthrown: after bloody stresl Bghting. Becauss both the
coup and resstancs Lo it hkas invalved—on both sides;
although 1o very uiiegual extents—civilian groups, the
Fuiure struggle will be widely based involving all classes unid
Rk,

[t i & continuation of the coup aborted last Dciober
when the army tried to replace General Ovando with
Ceneral Mirandn. Dinthat accasion 1t falled owing o the
mass mahilisation which produced the compromise of
Geeperal Tormes, s “kefi-wing™ reformist military solution
which has been steadily losing ground 1o the workers and
peasants, whin have srent these last months deseloping thelr
pobitical organisations, in pert through the Asembler
Papuler (Popalar Asscmbly ), and beginning the process of
arming themsslves, {-::-rnl:inl.l; peasan s’ and workers' militins,
and prepamng for the coup.

N SURPRISE

For no cnpe was taken by wrpnse i Bodivia. The nghi has
wlrmply bapn waiting foe the best time to strike In June ot
the vpening of the Ammblo Fopuwler & state of emerponcy
was culled. by both worken” crgsnisations and the Govern-
meent. Bait the right did not sct. The sophisticaied rght,
same AmeTicant. may have boped thet a miliiary reformist
slsilion, more or ks of the Perovian type, would prove an
sligrmative o the lﬂtpﬂl.luﬂ of a ferocious Brasifian wyle
represmion. Bul the Bolivien ivwobstion has been (oo (2
advanced and hay followed its course indepeadently of
Tormes, undercotting his position, malking kim s increasingly
passtve agent. 1t was clear to the right that it could walt no
bonger: the degrae of organisation of the warkers, the Torma-
tlon of armed units, would soon hove produced for them on
erretrievable siuation

The right scted becsuse it had (o In sddition there were
rexl upms of deaffection in the pmy ., ncludeng the formation
of revoluticnary soldien’ groups. 1 s reporisd i Chile
thal a group of junio officers hed Sormed an organisation
thal they described &5 3 peoplhe's army. The right, already
in o postion where part of the srmy supporied Torees, faced
the prospect of a left wing curmend in its ranks. An indicntion
of the speed with which events were movig in Boliva can
be zakved from. the fact that in July, when we were in La
Paz, this new devebopment wasnot ot all apparent; [ was
outside the scheme of the revalutionary left 2nd constitutes
an wnexpected development. Bul by Aupust, accounts of
saldiers” revedis and manifesioes were beginning o appear
anc may have provided the immediate impetus for the
actiong of the right. It i3 concetvalde that this is a product
of a récent campaign underiaken by the ELN (Natianal
Liberation Army—formed by Che Guevarak Directed at
pattiotic and antiimperialist soldiers, ELN pamphlets
produced a clis analysis 6f the snny and appeabed for sup-
port for revolutionary strugpls.

THE FIGHTENG

Fighting in La Paz, Oruro and Santa Crue has been lerce,
Chroreoweas taken by the fescists whe were then threatened
by miners marching in feom the big mines shich susnomind
Clruro. Peasants and other miners marched 1o Ly Pae Radi
staticms were lost and mtaken, The battle wagad by the
students’, pepsants’ and woikiers armed sroups has been
heraio, against aneven odds Many were armed with ald
weapoms, relics of the Chaco war. Holed up in the Univerai
of 8an Andres, studenis suffered the sombined anstaught of
iznks, Mustang fighter bombers ond intantoy. Eventusily
they were mussacred, many of them wnarmed aad wounded,
Mear the end, when Lo Paz spgeared o be the cnly town
in which the srmy remnined loyzl to Turres, army units
SWIUNE Berois 1 the right, leaving only o single regiment in
La Fax led by Muajor Ruben Sanchez, and the armed Atliden s,
workers and peatants, to facs the combined mipht of 4
MOECER Army &k &ir Torce, 3

Torres, porhaps to the surprise of soms, thres in his ot
with the workers and called For mass maohilisilion and for
the workers to "t their factorics into trenches”, He mado
aspeech tfoom the baleomy of the Palzee, anly honrs before
ranks tock aver the city centre, promising the mass audicncs
that he was with them and that vnited chey would win, His
eliience was greeted with erigs of “Arms, arme!” He
proarised dooarm the workers; the extent to which this took
rlace l4 unclear By mow his own forees bod deindled, Thers
are aczounts of 2300 wrms being fanded aur and o radic in
the hands of the revolutioaries celled on stadents and
workers to po oo the Mivaflores barracks, which e lelt was
trving @ storm, i erder tha! urms could be distribueted. Bt

what arms were actuslly handed out, if any, wee too little Torrds

and too late. For ressons on which it i only possible 10
apectlatz, Reque Teran, Commander in Chiel of the Army,
who was nctually captured by the revolutionary forpes. was
later released (in exchungs, perhapd, for o promise that
Torres could scek refuge in the Peruvian Embassy), This
contrasted with the behavioue of the nght stho were already
shonoting their prisoners, students”, peasanty’ snd workers®
leoders, When the end came, Torres took refugs in the
Paruvian Embassy. Nothing @ known of Major Sanchez,
Sanchez, like Arpuedas (the ex-Miniter in the Cabined
which ordered the murder of Che and who b now in Cubs
hewing been reaponsible for saving the diary, hands and
death mesk of Che) represents the crisks of the Bobivian
bourpecisie, He fought Tiercely against the guerrilla, fo the
extent thot Che coanmented oo his military valour; he was
cuptured by the puerriils and later released. having, some
say, come under the gspell of Che™

THE EXTREME RIGHT 15 NOW IN POWER

There is:no doub that this military regime & fascist and
will unleash 3 terrible represion It i wot, = aften in the
past, a mere chanpe of militery dictatorshipe Tt s the
coming to pover of the eateeme right, the Falangists and
the most riglit wing elements - the MNE (Revalutionary
Mationalist Movement ) It is succoured by, and will ape,
the Brazion goriflas. 1t will only be able to govem by
Lerror, by thonsands of arrests and posubly the phydcal
lbgquidation of workers”, peasanty’ end students’ leaders.
Gossmmment will, howewer, nol be ensy, tiol 80 =23y 2% in
Brazil. The condclousness of the masses, thelr combagivity,
preclode snything but il war

Bait the mght has won thes battle. The cowp was successiul
quite simply becouse the armed workers” ooganisations which
were betng formed were insaTiciently developed, inodequately
armed and sill esfentially embryonic. The Government,
backed By the Comminize Party. was urable o agree 1o the
armning of the workers before the coup because to have done
g0 wold have mennt bringing on ihe revolution, deopening
the processes at work and gobng bevond the stage of come
promise represented by Toree Insend Tormes opted for a
policy of pacifying the right msd the lefi-an impossible
balancing act given the strength of the workers' numwemeni.
Although the 4 seablag Popider had soted for the formatiion
of militins in Juse and the COB { Bolivian TUC) repeatedly
caulled for mikitins, the discussion cn thelr sctua) organisstion
wan tragically and Fatally delayed —partiol sespaonaibility Tor
wlkich lies with the C.P, s opposition to any discusion of
Lhe queation in the Popular Assermbly, coupled with the
tactieal support il recsived from the POR {Lora) with its
retaphysical "one-day, some-gay the workers will e and
find the means™ thesie Their beliel io the futuee of ovalu-
tion by insurteation meant leaving the workers defenceles
texlay, O il woild havwe done had the wiorkers listened, [0
was a recipe (o innctivity,

THE POPULAR ASSEMEBLY

But the Asemddes Porsciee Kad resolved on the formation of
militins and there is no doubt that peasants, workers and
studeis were aotively engaged in this process. Althouph
Torres” peelod of rule afforded many opgariunities for the
left to organise legally, struciure jtsclf and recruil, swveral
grotps abes saw the need not o emerge totally from clan
destinity and they partdcipsted gartiolly or very indirectly
in the Aseribier Popeelar. These were the ELK, the POR
(of Hugo Goneales Moscosa—Bolivian section of the Fourth
Intemational) and the pro-Chinese grougp 0f Oscar Zamor
They concentrated tn their militany developmeni, The
POR, whitst making succesdil use of the apportunities for
legal work, maintained its cloindestine arpanisation ard
worked both to prepara o Revolutionary Pecale’s Army and
to actually carry sul the COB and Popular Assembly polioy
uf extablishing woakers' and pegsants’ milicl

Hal even gpart from the ditect activities of political
groups, the workers and peasgarits themielves were arming,
In July we went 1o the Altiplano with revilstionary
stidents enpaged in Marxit edwcation and carreing out
asakstance with irdgaticn and other projects in o peasant
community. Arms wers taken and the students trained them-
selves for the coming Tight, Al the mme time. the poasants
wilnted guns, and they mals arrinpements fo buy puns
which the studens would procwrs in the fown,

W wenl 1o the mining town of Hianeni gnd met the
comrads secpomsible for arpasfizing the Huaneni workers'
arrmy. which will lizve marched on Oruro to fght the
Tascist s, The Bolivian ta nrners hove leame the leson of
previous masspcres. Experts dn the skilled t2sk of fighting
with lighted sticks of dvnamice, they hove traded sxplosives
canfiscated Troan the rpines for fdfes ohalned in Lo Pox,

This 1= what ferced the right to set. [ did suwhile it was
sl presitle, 25 the revelulimenry keft knew it would be,

BANIER AFTIR TAKIOVER

for it to oecupy the main toeans i 48 howrs, Bot it canoot
pacity the coumiry.

Eevalilionzry workers”, prazanes’ snd sodents’ organiss:
P hawe reached a stape of organisation and conscinemeis
that meais that the Joog strupgle iajust beginning. Thaugh
the mvement may be decanitated by the repression, the
iesistanice il e ferce. 1t will be multiform, Thers will be
no immecdiate debaie on the pricrities of wiban o rucl
gucrrilla, of peasant armies o workers' milietzs The stougele
will take plocs in the town ard in the seba and an the attl-
plune. Al methods will be usid becanse the steupple will be
wingzid by JiTerent groups throoghaut the sountry. Pighting
as They can, developing small armice and sabotage proups;
arpaging in commando opeations and holding areas of the
country, Mo one expects aquick vigtory, Armed organis-
tions still have to develop, to test themselves in struggle, The
leng war hos began

ARMED STRUGGLE |5 THE DMLY RODAD

Above all, this Bolivian expericnce shows thal the key poal
of the revolutionory mosermenisis o develop thelr own
ariy, to destroy the bourgcoks srmy. Whether this steategy
is applied @ the aonditions that will prevad now under a
repressve reglgne or whether it i apphied in the context of
shari-tived |'.'||!E'Il:l|.1| openings dliewhers, there can be no
short cut, The revolutionary somy, developed From amall
beginnings, bas ultimately to destroy the bourgeois army.
thie wltisnate sirength and expression of L':Ipir.l-llrﬂl'l anil
imipetiatism_ In all Latln Armerbean countries, the develop.
ment of this army, sde by side with the developrmeant, 1o
the zxrent that conditions peemit it, of mass revo lutianery
orgatisations, committed to the anoned strappks, I8 nocessary
T e wictory of the revolution,

The impligations of events in Bolivia have = wider signi-
Fieance extending to all other Latin Amerlcan count riss,
in particalar for Chile and Peru, potentially for Uruguay,
and possibily for Argentima if the detenie with right wing
Peroniam appedrs. 11 represents a sirengihening of o porilla
postion. T abews that el or military reformist TRATES
wiill pre weay 1o Blinel sepression under the suzeessfol odwanae
of the workers” movement. Chile, thosgh seporared by i1
northem desart and the Cordiliers, has now effectively pot
the Braziliam gonllas foe nelghboirs. Inoaddition, ihe
problems facing the revalotionany 1e0t in Chile are thoss
thial existed in Bolivda. Desplite i "damosralic™ traditions,
the Chilean boargeaisié and its army reauaing Intact. Tn
Clale the-awarenessof the lef! of the need to prepare o
flght is eloudy and prepaciions appear to be minlmal. [n
Uroguay. the possibility of the Frewte Ampfic (Broad
Front, smilar te Popuko Uity in Chile) winrcing the elec-
tions later this yesr poses precisely (he same problems and
the Bolwvian experionce shows e need for the Topamaros
todevelop to the point of destroving the Uragiavan army,
even though this coeld signal o Browban insasion. In
Atpenting, with & more iemoie posdbilive of eleciions and
i dletenbe with official Peraalsin, (he Troskyist and
Peromist armmed lorees will again confront the naed 1o smash
the bourpenis state, whatever temporaty, “democratic”
openins mny be grantad or wen, In Pere, the so-called Teft
nibitary regime. eszentizlly gimilar 4o the Torres povermnmeant,
can leak forward to the sams Tate i its reforms oravel
beyand 1 cerlain point ar iF the workers” movement under-
SO0S an upditige,

The Bolivian expericrce deatcoys the illusion that there is
a pezcefil road, [t destroys the Ohusion yet apain for those
who still need to have this illugion destroyed, And it shows
the need o struggle noy , independantly of the currens com-
enion of the government, and to contivoe unil final
wictory. It shows thiit if mass afpanisation s and Tevoltionary
parties merely have o policy of growlng and waiting for the
iy when they cim taks power by mass insurrsction and up-
rising. the dght will not wait idly by,

Terasz Hayter
Bob Gregory,

August 1971 writing from Havana

SPOSTSCRIPT : Sanchez is now in Peru, Extructs from an
interview with him, in which he onalyswes the remsons for the
defeat of the revahitionary Fovces, and crticses Torres, will
sppeir in s future isve of the Mo,
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BENGAL

Prrsarnt t0 the recent historie ool mid e dirsetive of
Manlang Bhazani, the leader of the oppressed people, i
terivedly carry forvard the Vberation shruggle, D reprotei-
saiives of the Nadonal Awernd Peery funder-the leaderehip
oof Mavdane Bhasenil, Commanin Revolutiomries ' Eaxd
Berpal Coordingtlon Committes, the Camvmemize Party aff
Eaxs Bengal funder the leadership of Deben Sikdar), the
Sheramik Krishek Karmnee Sangha, the Communivs Pardp of
Bangledush (Harlar ], the Purla Bonpme Knzkak Samire, the
Purba Banglas Shramik Federation, Banpladesh Shrampk
Federation, FExsr Pakistan Sheamik Federtion |, and Mhe
Fast Bevigal Revolutionary Studenty’ Union ard other pok-
Pice! armd mrags srpmdseiions met in g conference and formed
the *'Bangladesh National Liberation Strusple Coordination
Committee™, md having unemimonshy adopled the follmwing
declorasion, place It before the people of Bangladest

CALL FOR FORMATION OF NATIONAL LIEERATION
FRONT

Im the gondext of the present situation in Bangladesh we
feel that the people of Bangladesh ghould unitedly march on
to struggle. It is the sscred duty of every political perty snd
ErOrp, mass orgenisation, class onganization and individual
eitbeen, to umitedly pirticipate m the liberation strugple
imdintatning coliesion wnd understanding belween themselvies
and with a vow to fvee the metherland from bondage. For
this is the strupgie of the whole nation_ of the entire people.
Itis lr'1;J-:'isiblr: o come out victorbous o o fight against the
maraeding armed forces well -c-:1mpp-.,1. with modern
weapons, without the participation of the entire peogple. 1t
is fromm this busic realisation thel Maulans Bhasani, the
igadder of the oppressed people, pave his call and directive

in pursuance of which, representatives of severel politicsl
parties. growps, mdividuals, mass organisations and clasg
organizitions amsembled topether on 1at June 1971 and
formed Bangladesh Motional Liberntion Strugele Coonding-
thos Committee. The immedinte abiective of this Coordina-
ton Cormmillee is 1o toke the liferation struggle forward to
succesa ool the hasid of & definile progranmme and line of
action keeping clos: contact and matntaisaeg Ml coordin
tion with Bangladesh Government and all the forces
engaged in the liberation struggle, We believe that 2 well
kbt and wiited netional liberation frond formed themigh
the cooperation of all rlrliln: opininns and individuals i
TNECeEEAry fior the suceess af the natisnal Hherstion 5.tr|_|gs|e
of Bangladesh, It is for this reason that we, on behalf of thiz
Coordimation Committes, sppeal toall Freedam lovisig
political paries meluding the Awami League, ECOALpA, ITESS
argaizations, classbasd organisations and pelrofic indivi-
duale to form such 8 National Liberation Frant.

ULTIMATE AIM AND OBJECTIVE

The wltimute wim ond objective of this Coordiration Com-
mittes s 1o free Banpdndesh from the cluiches of the
maruding bandis and 1o establish on ites0il & free, buppy,
decenl, democratic soctal system anti-impecialisc, s
feudal nod anti-monogely capinl in charmeter—a e
peasinis will be really free from the centuries—old axplois-
tion and oppression of the landlords and tsurers, wheee his
rights over land will be sviablished: whers e warker will
huve the pasranise o live like a human being along with his
wile, sons, daughters angl other memibers of ks Gimily;
wiere the curse of uemployment will not be there; where
the student will have o universal, democratic saten of dy-
cabion based on science: whers fur the intelioctual there will
b the fullest opporfunity to develop his creanive geaius:
where every cilizen will have complete independence in
prolitical, cultural and religions malters, [n this sockety will
b established the freedom and dipnity of women. Undee
this system taking recourse to advanced agrizuliural rethids
anil development of industry, 4 #-reliant economy: a_:-rd;
prosperons couniry will be built, In short, for the mlth‘-n

people there will bs o minimum goaron e of food, clothing,

housing, education, medical facilitis and oifer base needs:
of life, This will be a Bangladesh for the wr ks, pqaunt:
toiling praple, middla-clesses and the patriotic sedon of
the Bourgecis o paople’s Bangldesh,

IMMEDIATE TASKS

The irnmedinle tasks of the Coordination f_-::-m"ai-tm in the
paurse of achisviig the obizctives mentioned beforel would
be 1o pesisr and znnihitate I!v: Pakistani mazzodiste finoes.
This task of curs is grent omd amcheomes Wherspsthe marauder
Farces are redtitarily strong and the peaple ontheother hand
donet possess arms, the Coordination Committeebelioves
that it would be necossary 1o advance throbph Spratract ed
progess b ¢n1];-||,11_-.'i_1|_a guerrilla baotics of wer 'I.:If":I:'I:II'\.l.Ihd_':I-
in our own strength while gradually wieskening the enemy,
Cin the other hand, the Coordinagion Commities i femly
camvinced that the Fu,-:-::-'plu are smire tn ke victorious in Lhiz
weir becase the maravding forceg are slien. harbarous and
numerically nspnificant o comparisen to the 75 million
people of Bapgladesh. This Coordination Committee further
helisves that the sucsess of 2 war ilepends upon the fullzsl
itilisation of Lhe strenglh aml rescarees of Lhe whole
people, Tlis laeration stropgle, toen, will kave to be waged
depending oo the prople’s own goength and mor by depeid-
on any foreion power. We abatl have 1o embark on puerella
war kseping in view che objzctive of orgonising a people's
nrony from amongs the peaple, Pezsents who form the
majority of the peaple will be the meinatay of the people’s
armiv. The overflanked and vast countryside of Baneladeah

“Liberation Counells af’ Use villages 1o punisk Hmwt*lgageii'
Corindachifyg Haoliganism snd other & isocial Betivitics
- taking advartags of the plight of the wupl-m

will be ihe opesating haze for semed guercilly warlare, This
guaerrills war will he condueted in ciose contact and coordin.
thon with the Muktl Faw (Liberstion Forcelof Banglidesh,

Therefore the Coardiration Committes places the fullow-
ing tasks of the present stage of the national likeration
striggle for s Tl before the people:

1. Inevery villupe of Bangladesh an all-party People's
Libermbon Council weth the re presentative part:-::'ipeti-:-n af
warions sections ol the peosle should be formed which
would feke aver politieal, social, administrative and all other
rovponsibilities of villages, organdse and direct Villsge Pro-
teetion Forces and administer justice throagh constitution of
People's Courts,

2. All pavmenl of taxes amd ey rnEnt of beans and wmieres
fo e Miligary Administestion of Pakistan should be com-
pletely stopped,

1. Foodgrins hoarded in excess of actoal nead for making
excess profits would be confiscated by the People's Libera-
tion Counesl of the village for sale among the poor people.

4, Peaple’s Lineration Councils of the villbges wauld com-
pletely put anond to the oppresiol of the mury sysiem
alfecting the poor people of the villages

5. {a) People's Libaratinn Councils of the villages will ssveraly
puenish these coopemiing with, aiding or aoting avsgents ol
the Pakictani ruling cligue inany way and will conflscate

nll their propertizs anid distribute them omeng the poor and
landless peasints

(B In mwial erdestaeding with landlords (fosdars)
who support the Mational Lilseation Strugale. measures will
be taken in order foease the Toomer exploitation by the
Inndlored over Hieponr and l2ndless prasants and agrdculforl
lufiirers,

6. Peoplé's Lilsration Councils of the villages will look aftes
all the properties of those citizans of Bangladesh whi werg:
gompetlod to lewve-the countor,

7. A& seli-relinnt; self-sadTicien) sronomy will kave 1o be

bkl egr in Ehe rrad areas Uerough peoper arengements for o
diEsrifllan, sale arel perchase, increased production and
development of cottzge industries on the basis of “mutesl
wid ond mutual cooperation”,

H. In the sphere ol edication ard culture, national tmags
will he imbued fothe samplets cxchusion of the current
modes of educultion aed inTluence of cormipd culiure.

9. fap Smakl geerrills squads should be organised i the
villages with pessants, worksrs, stidents and other militant
_'.n:;jllEE'r:l 1) ﬁqu.u.hllie darlnted enemies 2l n:'||-|E'r| ali thelr
ArTnidry with ;mk:'u‘lE‘kﬂ'ﬂ!J Frovm thie BTy a8 atvd Wl
it gonpe and apgorranioy arises

() All commdnleations and apply Hoes should be
damaped and disrupted i oeder 1o make it difficult for the
marauaking forees 1o havy free movement, 1o secure supply
o s und amimunitions and to colized and distrbute
shires znd provisions sod niake it impogsible for them o
comlinue gdministration and exploication anhindared.

() In oerder o pain the confidensee and lovd of the
pecple; grerritlas should respect the-people, help the-
paople and projact the peaple.

(o) Stde by side with the discharpe of their military
respanaihilties, guernifla sguads showld carry on pofitical
propagands camprignd ameng the peopke in support ol
maticnal liberatbon stomsnls.

{e) Those people willingly rendering help to'or conperat.
g with the Fakiston Government and fha Baklstan forces
o thelr sgents in gny way = pu]rtmiﬂ;;r nununiﬂ;sﬁh ot
millitarily—shoitkd be treated as nationl eRemics, and after
ihoroagh investizstion they :J'|u||||.]'¢i_[:h:gs e ﬁq’u,:l.fhtfd ar
puniSed i any othes manner on the hﬁﬁs a{'m
diagizion, :
135 St pent measures should-be taion :gﬂﬁnfﬁmu‘ﬁn’
carry on Cumpagns, aver lyar |:|.1m¢1;- 10 ur,dgmgm_g
mwarzle of the propls, .

I Stemest migaswres should be raken ﬂu‘u;]!]tﬁwle i

12, Bewer pum-‘-hmm should be meted out trh-:!rmg who ';'
indizlge sty cormana activitics, g:mmﬁw oF propas
ganda in drder b divide and diseup the Ubeition strygle’

13, In towng dad urben Jrese goeerills serivities based on
“hit-and-ru ‘tﬂ'ﬂ:ﬁ‘,ﬂmdd he cirrisd on to disrupt the

enemy ané kusp: :]'n:e:'ﬁ.tt‘.-ﬂerl Iy engaged in the spell of
dinHeban LB

14, Connectivas with the sdministrative and 2l other sys-
vemis of the military mofzrs shoold be sevesed by all s=ctions
of the poopls.

15, This Coor dinalivm Copmmii ez pivzs the clarien call @

the working class of Bangladesh 1o follow up thels I|:|-:|I'|||n

af struggle and continue the present deadlack n the
conomy now undae the comirel of the ruling cligue.

OUR DECLARATION

[n this situation, betel in 2 juncture of ife ad death,
inspired by owr eomscience 1o do our duties to dear
mextherland and the people, Bansladesh Mational Liberntion

Strimele Unondination Commiliee alaoss the Fallaa e

PROJECTED PROGRAMME

FOR THE NLF

decliration with convietion hefone the paagple of Bangladesh
agalan o all freedom-loving peaple of the woarld:

# This Coordinatien Committes declares its firm reselve

tor establish an “Independent. Sovercign People’s Repablic
of Banglndesh™ resisting and defeating the planned cimpign
to completely destray the Benpoler people through genocide,
loot, arson, rupe: of wamen and forcing ouf the citizens en
mamse from Bangladesh, carrled ot by the marsders of the
fascist military juntas of Pakistan, who are the Bekeys of
imperinfizm, feadalism and monopoly and big copitabists

= This Coordination Committes tukes the selemn phedge

to wiitedly carry forward o success the irmed national
liberation strugelke now poing unin Bangladeah and declares
its oneness with those whoe are participating in this national
liberstion strugple with unfathemoble courage and sscrifice
atwd sends them its wurm revolutioniry greeting.

* This Cooedination Committes takes the wea to defeat all
internal and foreipn conpiracies aimesd ad compromise and
clearly declares that this strugple sholl not cease till the
marzuding forces are wiped oul from the sodl of Bangladesh,
The people of Eangladesh have died and are shedding their
bbrd for every inch of land and for real national freedom
amd they shall continwe to do so in the futwre, too.

* This Coordination Commities pays its deep respect to
thuose who have been martyred and expresses sympthy for
[l whn have been humiliated, tortured and lost thedr
dear tmres and all belongings i the natlonal Kberaton
strisgole of Bangladesh, This Commiftes declares it wesolve
for carrying on the strapgle to secorely rehabilitote in ao
atmrsphere of frecdom ond independenes thoew pesple
whi were forcead to lenve the country afler having had (o
sl fer trermendous bl ere,

# This Coordination Compuites sends its revalwtbonacy
greetings to the workers, peasants, students, youth of
-Bangksdesh, the members of the Bengal Regiment, EP.E.,

Pollce . Anaars, Mujallds and all those solamteers who,

inaplred by patrlotizm, have been taking part in the national
libeeation struggie.

o Thu Coordination Committes expresses its heartfelt
cpratitnde to the Indian poople, particolardy the people of

“Weat Bengal, Tripurn, Assum ond Meghalaya for the help
and cocperntion they extended do the national liberation

“simmpale nnd to the homeles evacoses of Bunglodesh,

% This Coordination Commilies calls e the Sindhi,

wind Punjabi peaple, especinlly to ther
t5 il the tolling masses, to build up a

T _mqngm movement against genocide committed by the
- fascist militnry jonta of Pakiston in Bonglidesh and in
- support of the liberation strugele of Bungladesh,

“* This Cowrclination Commities appeils to ol freedom-
Moving p@h all demoeratic aml Socialist States of the
world, to extend all-sut help to the national [beration
sirimggle of Bangladesh, We have incxhanstible human

resniree all we nesd are weapons, money, provisions,

medical supplies and moral sapport.

* This Coordinntion Committer declares its decision 1o

acurry on unifed)y the notional liberation sirugele torward
i smcoess by muindzining contanct ond coordinntion with
e Government of Bangladesh und all the foroes eogamsd
iin the Mational Liberation Struggle.

* This Coordination Committee sends its clarkon call to afl
political parties including rthe Awami Leagoe, class and mass
azgnnizmilions aswell as to all patriotic peeple of Bangladesh
imvespective of their religion, oreed, language and community
in umitedty Fight and vprooé the yaling chique of Pakistan
frum the sodl of Banglndesh througl a people’s war by
forming o “NATIONAL LIBERATION FRONT™, This
Commiltee is firmly convinced that the Mational Liberation
struggle being the strupgle of the entive people can ooly be
taken forwsrd to n final decisive vietory by o well-comeolidnred
and wnited Natwonsl Libertion Front capuble of fulfilling
thwe hopes and aspirations of the entire people,

FIGHTING PEOPLE OF BANGLADESH!

A denth-defying war—the war of mdependence < is going on
it the whole of Bangladesh. We all have hecome part of this
desth-delying war to do meay with the lnsults suffered by a
humiliated peaple, to free the subject motherdand from
bondape. There i no respite, no stopping of this war till
Bongladesh is independent. Come, lef us prunce with arme

- upan the bandits whe have killed our fathers and mathers,

rothers and sisters, sons el daughters. who hawe defiled

b e chastity of owr mothers and sisters; led us torn o the
renemies with uriing revenge and hatred and decimate
“them o take revenge for our Blood. Oure ds a just war, sur

wvictory is inevitable, The defeat of the mamwding Pakidcan
lorees is inesenpuble, Independence is sure to dawn on
Hangldesh,

LONG LIVE THE INDEFENDENT SOWEREIGN PEQOPLE'S
REPUELIC OF BANGLADESH!

LONG LIVE PEOPLE'S ARMED REVOLUTIONARY
STRUGGLE!

—Bangladesh National Liberation
Struggle Coordination
Committes.
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THE 1971 T_L.C. CONGRESS: A SMELL OF
UNREALITY

It wins dremide that thas vears TUC Congress which
was called upon te deal with the challenge
threwin in its face by the Tory povernment
shruld be chaired by a well-known scab bureaw-
cral, Lord Cooper (of Pilkington fame and the
GMWL . The Indusirial Relations Bill, rizing
unemployment, proposed wape freezes, foond
the TULC lendership totally unprepared and
unmwilling o challenge the Tory povernment,
Certainly the Scanbon/Jones/Daly combination
provided o scenario where beave words were
thrown around quite briczenly, Conference
peessed @ resolution ~itructing” wnieas to
tlesepizsier, st rejecied by @ large majority a
call to expel anions thot refused o do precisely
that. The 1972 Congress could denl with such
cased aid i the neantine the TEGWL leaders
aftitude implied that they woubd not go owe on
n fimb and dercgistration 1o be sucosaiul hod

to be miverslly applicd. The debate an devepi-
strntion provided the peak of the conferen ce
and omce thar was over and the AUEW ond the
T&GWL had obtained the expected nmjority,
the TUC virtunlly packed up and went Lo slesp,
More trade unien harennemes could be seem gul-
sy the conference hall than inside when
aremiphryment was beig discossed, and cven
the Common Market “debate™ tonk plnce before
a half-empiy and talf-asleep chamber.

This sttitude tvpifies both the impotency of
the TUC amd the refimal of the so-called “lefi ™
trade umion lesders to even sttempt io offer o
strategy for fighting redundancies and enem
ployment, With uncmplsyment in Sooilind
running at 5% of ity work force, what is sesded
i a firm resobve on the part of the trade union
MHTREERERL 10 MGIRT 3 VIgOTou CupSien
aprins the Tory governmend by o series of well-
ploned sirikes. demesistrations, cic, Bai the
refusal. may the fear, of ming mdustrind action
afminesd o capitalist governinent colowr the
policy of the TUC and lts componenis. With &
few exceplions the trade uidons have efused to
discis serinesly the question of unemployment
a5 simply 4 bad spot on ity conscience which cin
be cleaned by simply organising a few demonstrs
Bofs As reported chewhere n this s of The
Bed Mode, the methods fo which workess are
resorting in the fight against redimdancies are s
sore rerminder to the TUC and mvore impor tantiy
to the fwa major anisns of the jevels which
rank-and-file miliimey con reach. This militaney.
despite lnck of a clear and coordinated leader-
ship, shows no sign of ebbing ond s bound 1o
hove an effect v the trade anion officials, Thus
the next TUC Congress could in fact be guite
imporiant g8 the sbysmal record of the TUC un
the Indistrinl Relations Act and memphisement
could luy the bass for @ splif inside the TUC
itself, The condition of British capitaliso is far
vour exitical for the TUC fo be able to prt away
with doing nothing while the Tories are carrving
muk A vicious atlack not only da the rights of
Crwbe. umdomizn, biel on the living standards of
the working class s o whaole.

We will disenss fut e developments in the
TUC i some detall in Fofure issues of T 2ed
Mt but there can be little doubt that o split
in the TUC and the emergence of 4 continendal
trde umion structurs wonld vastly improve the
chances of revolutionnry forces being able to
develop insdde the trade unions.

REPRESSION 1M WALES

Bugust 218 saw ancther protest mesting onga-
pised by the militant Waksh presaire gniup,
Comdeithas v laith Gemrseg (the Welsk Lang
uaps Sociaty ). this time on the steps of the
Walsh Offica building in Cardiff, The nocasan
wak the end of & 200-mile marathon walk from
Banger, Cagnarfonshire, dasigned to publicis
the second-ciass status of the Welsh language in
broaccast ing.

500 people took part in the s stages of the
walk from Peatypridd, and & pntitin:m in favwour
of & reonganismtion of radizand TV in Wales was
signed by 10,000 alang the route, as wall as
seyeral thoussrd o other areas The Society
proposss a Welsh Brosdeasting Butherity 1o
paplace BEC and ITA in Wales; with paparate TV
md radic chanmels in the two Janquages, thus
ensuring Fair play For Wg]:h-;peakhq and
English-spesking communitios alike

The refusal of Chrigtopher Chatiaway,
Mintstar of Posts and Telecommunkzations, to
give seriows consideration to thair ]:.]a:ns has
afready led to direct action by the Society, and
more i3 promised. Early in July fve TV masts
were gmultanesisly ooaupied by groups of
protesters, although programmes were not
intarrupted. Thres Soaiety members are an
present on remand at Bisly, near Manchester,
awasiting trial on charges arising out of an {nel-
dent at Granada Telavizsion srudios when
extensive damage to squipment took place.

One of the three imvclved s Fired Firancs,
Secretary of the Society, who is already under a
suspended sentence of twelve months imposed
aftar ha and dx others ware conviceed of
ponSpiring o mmove English-only road signs
When an application for bail was mada in the
present cam, the prosecuting ecunsel mtortad
that 13 grant bail would be Yliks relgasing
prsneds of war”. Ax yel oo date for the tral has
by smt "

Welsh Cifice officials were not available to
accept the 10,000-name petition at tha Cardiff
masring. but had detailed the caretaker of the
building to do so. Refarving to this, Soclety
Chabrman Diafydd Iwan raised & cheor whan he
siated thar the meeting were glad 1o do busingss
with the caretsier, herausy thay wers closer o
bim than to anyone sle who worked in the
building

—Korth Busk Cardiff,

*Of speeial interest a¢ the Avgrst 218t derna
wis oo of the few speeches in English deliversd
by Jolin Owen, He deolared that nothing could
be abtafsied From the Walsh Offfee and that cur
anly hepea lay with the Welsh workers. He
refermd (o Fived Ffrancis as being “in a8 fomign
prsan, in a forelgn land " and it was for people
ltke kim that “we rows carry che fight erward -
Farveard to (e Welsh Ravelution. '

TECHNICIANS CONFERENCE BHOWS
DETERMINATION TO CONTIMUE FIGHT

On Satwedsy Avgust | Lth the pecall conferance
of the AUEW (T&5), previously DATA,
unnnimensly reaffirmed (s decizion to deregiste
movs that the Tndustrial Relations At is k.
The firm stand taken is to be weloomesd, ax
et be the determimation fo make every ofler
uikion Tollow their lesd. The Acl was described
by Gesrge Doughty | General Secretry ) ind
Mike Conley (President) m a pieve of anii-

woor klig cliss begisBtion which must e ssen
and fought in political terms. The Act wasa
piece of calcalated plananing by the Tory
Govermment neceazary (o further subordingle
the working class and its organisitions in this
perind of crisls within capitalivin, with conlinu
inflation and unemplovment. Al for the
Taries o enter the Contiman Markei i was
necessiry beoget rid of the previoaesly lilsern]

code of Industrial Relations amd Eall in line with

the present members of the Common Marker.
The delegates had no illusions as to wlin the

Act was directed of, Thev realised it was not the

Sambons or the Joneses but them, the militants
an the shap Moo,

The imitial comsequence of de-regisiration
for the ALIEW (T&S) a5 8 ainlon with just oeer
100,000 members will result o a loss of
L3000 & vear in fox relicf. The reaction of
conference to this win that s noumien there
could be ao ambiguity, that the Al hod to be
opposed in totality, and that there most e n
continoed defermimation to force the kbour
minvement b continue the lindustrial setion of
March st and 15th. The above, if it is to be
curried throuph (o jts logical conclusion, mis
be for militants in the ibour movement o
continue the struggle for 3 “Ceneral Strike ™
whilch will bring down the Torics and maks it
clear that the British working clas will not be
trampled on. That we are unwilling to accept
once sgatn the *“Jermow Marches™, that we will
aceeft no more productivity deals or redundan-
cies, that we demamd the “riphtf to s job, ™

It wag also inade clenr o the conference tlear
with the defent of the Tories, ne Lahour
Ceovermment with the illsion of bringing in
another fa Fiace of Srife and continming the
present sftack om the working clas throogh
social service cuts, fic,, wonld be seceptalile.
Une of the st delegates io speak stated quite
clearty that the fight agsinst the Industrial
Redations Act and the system which introdoces
such legishition could only be successful if a
revolutionary kadership worthy of the liriish
wirrking chass was budle. We in the Interrational
Marxist Group, Spartaces Lesgue ond The Red
Mole support these sentiments wholeheartedly.

—Alan Hae
AUEW [T&S)

JUST DT

Leon Trotsky—in Bengali.
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A pamphlet containing a short biographical sketeh of

Order from; INMG Publications,
182 Pentonville Anad, Landon N.1.
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THE SPARTACUS LEAGUE

| am interested in getting more information about the Spartacus Leagus,

AN B it 0 et
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S2nd 1 Tha Spartacus League, 182 Pentonville Aoad, London W1

ALL OUT OCTOBER 315t
RELEASE ALL INTERMEES!
BRITISH TROOPS OUT OF (RELAND NOW!

Wars demaonstration and rally in London
on October 3at, called by the Anti-
frternment League. Far more details
phione 01-278 2616

The POR. Bolivian section of the
Faurth International, which had

| warned the Bolivian masses 1goin and
¢ | again about the incoming reactionary
army coup, fought in the front ranks
of the vanguard which tred to stop
the army's onslaught, arms in hands.
In La Paz, at lesst four POR militants
were Killed in fhe battle, among them
[ Tomas Chambi, member of the
Central Committes of the POR, and
peasant leader of the pacty,

Comrade Chambi, who had already
been imprisoned under the Barricmtos-
I | Dwvando dictstorship. led a column
| of poor peasints wha joined in the
armed struggle against the reaetionary
army conp, When his body was
recovered by the masses, they foond
in his pocket o small note in his
handwriting, which read as follows:

“1 am a militant of the Partidn
Obrern Hevolucionario, My party has |
tuught me courage and to strugale for
| a just cause, Forward, for national
liberation, the fimal victory will be
ours!”

The Fourth International will keep
alive the memory of enimrade Tomas
Chambi and of all our other Bolivian
commades who gave their lives in the
atrugele amins! the hourgenis armay,
for the building of a people’s army.
for the building of a workers” and
peasants’ government in Balivia,

“Cuba grows ... "'z a BritninCuba Association
exhibition udmies Cubn's emphasis on educa-
tion to provide 3 technically bused npzicutture
and new men to ke their part in world develop-
mignt,

At the Mational Film Thealre, in nsodnton with
the fiest showing of Felix Greenes Cuba v,

=3 Ocioher.
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SLL

The "Workers Press” and the IRA

The last fssue of The Bed Mols declared that Ireland was
the acid test for Brifish socialists. This is drue. It is the
muost important test which the British revolutionary befl
his faced since the Second World War, In penesal that test
has been miserably Failed. It is in the contexit of this failure
that we will now examine the mole of the Borkers Prevs,
daily nrgan of the Socialist Labour League.

We have mentinred previously the rele of the bourgeos
press; their distortions of the facts and ctass propagands
haree: known o bounds. The teo left-wing daily papers.
Thee Meresiing Star nnd the Workers Precs, could hove played
an bmportant role in exposing the facts. Neither of them
Twave done this. There have been & few scattered reparts, it
is tre, bui no delermined effort to connter the propagands
It is mod even necessary for them to send correspardents ta
Irelind (atthongh this would be an olwvious responsibility
for o serbous paper|: o great deal of material can be ahtoined
gimply bv monitoring the Lrigh bourgeois newspapers, The
article from the frish Tirres reproduced in the bast Mole s a
good example of this. What s the matter, comradies of the
Workars Prors, is vour mambership of the Press Asociation
in danger or somethimg?

And then, when the Workers Prese attacks the IMG and
the Heaf Mole, we cannot pass over their role in silence

A LIE

Aceocding to the Workers Press of fth Seplember 1571,
*_ the sa-called Internationnl Marsast Groug and the
‘state capitalists” of the [nlermational Seciakists welcomed
ihe arrival of British {rowps as o way of defending the
Cathalic workers,” This & a direct lie, the editor of the
Workery Prevs knows thot it is a le, and we challenge him
o furnish one shred of proof that it 1= ot 2 lie, By linking
the TMG with 15, he hopes to-cover T tracks a-bil, bot
gryine who examines te faers will know thae the position
ol INMG o theis bssue was totally ot varinnes with that of
I5.

i Uhe mass demonstration which teok place in Londan
the day after the troops wont in, we issoesd o leaflet headed
“Withdrow British Troops tmmediately™; in fererma o
of My 1969 we had colled for the keli 10 “oppaose by all
[T B pmﬁ.ihl-r ihe !rud'ml_uf Hevtels Lk s [0 Marthem
Irelamed, and the withmawal of those alresdy there ™ (This
proves that our withdrawsl demand antedaies that of the
SLL which cluims to have been the “first ), in Jeicenatonal
of Sepromber 1969, Fot Jordon, discosing the eobe of this
slogan, and the difficullies raised by the opposition to it of
the Civil Rights Movement, and the mass of its supporders
mmongst the [rish community in Britoin, st ressed Chat
Y0t is extremely short-sghied G Lhink b tefms of the
British troups “protecting” that minerty. Inevitobly as the
national srugzle develops, these troops will be used spuingd
the lrish peophe. ” While conceding the difficulties of using
this as & mobilsing slogan while the people involved in the
strugple were opposed ta i, be stressed, “But for revolutie-
naries if ds essentlal to brclude the demand in all their

staterments on the situation. This is the only way that they
cun sirisgghe Tor a correct line on the question; they have,
moreover. the job of helping to clarfy the problems in
Ireland freelf. Far the Clvil Rights movement to confine
itself 1o denminds for the disarming of the I Specink {hy
whaom?), etc., s to doom it te 8 reformist frap.” How can
these statements be presented as “welcoming™” the interve-
thomn of British troopaT Me. Michael Bonda, you are o lior in
ithe tradithoi of Stalin and Vyshinsky,

SL.L REFORMISM

The parposc of this baseless shinder is (o bend cover 1o the
reformist role of the SLL in relation to the Irish strugghe.
The areack is 5 lead into the alleention thad our supperi For
the TRA is “impressionist”; in fact it is the Worters Preo
which is impressionist, In the same editerial they siate that
the "terror” of the Provisionals is being used as g “weapon,
b drive the Protestants behind the CraigPaisley nmalgam,
ml the Catholics reluctantly behind the TRA .. i serves
i drive n wedge between the [rish workers both Catholic
aied Protestant.” In their editorial on 4th September 1471
they viate that .., no socinfist con tederate or defend the
indiseriminate bombings of 1he IRA"”

PROVISIONAL "TERROR™?

The talk about Provisionale’ “terror” is todally impressonist.
A balanced annfysis-of The actious of the Proves, will show
elearly that the main core of their attacks hove been directed
agninst the forces of Hritish impergalism, oned thar their
targets hove heen (e from *indiscriminate ™. It is true that
some actions, ke the bombing of the Mountalnview Tavern
anud the attack on the Electriciy Beard were very foolinh
{although the press refused o print the fact that they gave
sufficlent waming to clear the building, but the authoritics
chose (o seapch it First L AL the same tine we showld be

sery much awnre of e role of the British press which has
been deliberately covering up the sgniticonee of the virious
bombing attacks; a good example of thisis the way in which
g seried of exploalons in the st few menths e been
described as being divected apninst “schoals"™ or “ware-
houses” or, in one instanos, 8 “butcher’s shop in Unity
Flara™. People Tamiliar with Belfast recognised many of
these-ax being firitish Army billets. In other words, o large
number of targets were military , but sy presenbed s
civilian. Mot et hering to make an anadysis of these facts,
the Workers Pres goes along with the bourgeols press
prapgands about “indkeriminate bombinge". Of course
they make the ritual penuflections before the nliar of
“‘defending the IRA ngainst British imperinleam™, but join
ithe rabbile sereaming abuse at their.

MEANING LESS BANALITIES

Worse than their slander of the IRA is their complete
inability to pat forward any viable alternniive policy for the

Reformists and Ourselves.

Irish workers. Thetr policy was admirably suinmed up in thei
Sopt. 4th editordal: “MNefther terror nor cisil disobedienee,
bt the mobilistien of the British and Iish workers in &
comimon strupgle (o exprepriste capitilism and st up the
socialist dietatorship of Teish and British workers. That is the
only road ferwnrd, ™ The counterpesing of thess meaningless
beamalities 10 the caomplex problems confronting Frish revolu-
tlonaries is the esmence of the SLLs methed, and is the oot
of their reformism on the Irish qoestion, From mime o tne
the bonalities receive the hint of 0 concrete demaind, as in the
editgrinl of Sept. Teh. *“The tnsk of British and Irish Marxists
i mt fo separate the socinl and natioond qoestion —as the
reviziemistd do—but to intearte them in a common stroggle
of British and Irish workess to drive imperialisn oot of
Irelnmsl. Tlee fiest major step is to moke the Tory government
resign.”” How precisely di the British workers help to-drive
impetialism out of Ireland? No suggestions from the 5LL;
but they do mmepest that mtil they have thought that one
oui, the Irish workera should all in behind the SLL s pet
scheme, and nske the British government resign. For the
Trish revolutionories to adopl this would be the height of
folly: a) they should make it clear that a Labour govem-
ment wonkd maiintain the same imperialist oppression of
Irelund as the Torkes, and cven if they tried wirald not be
uhle to ket up on the repression; and bl they should be
against a7 3 British grvemment having anything to do with
Ireland, ns n motier of principle.

FACTS

When the SLL talk ahowt & common strupele with the British
workers, and umity of Catholic and Protestint workers, they
tartally ignore fono Important focts

|. The British workersas vet are not prepared fo foree the
withdrawal of imperialism from relimsl; and

2, The Protestant sorkers is yet, far from belog prepared to
unite with their Catholic brothers, are belng polarised
appinest them ond nre being more and more hegemonised by
Paisley & Co. For the Catlslic workers to submir to the
lewel of these wirkers ia to ask them to surrender aod po
ek dor their ald sitaation. [, on the contrary, they press
ahend with their struggle, topple the Stormant regime, pnd
make It impossible for imperialism (o keep a gop on the

Siw Coumties, the mass of the Twenty.Six County winrking
claes will come with them, despite the attenypis of Lynch to
sinash opposition. This strsgeie will anly be enfminn ted by
the Irish worlers taking power into thear oam hands; for them
o doe this, lenders with greater resolutionary wisderstanding
tsan the present TRA leadership will havwe to cmerse. But
the rond do that possilility rms throagh the preent sirupple
of the TRA, Only Irizh revolurionarles who ave part of thet
sirnprle will be capoble of taking it farther, and only Brivich
resolubionories who support that strapele folfil their
r\eur.umn'hﬂit].' i the Irish workers andd to the British wrlrki:pg
class.

=Bob Purdie




