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Unmoved by the pleadings of Labour fromi-
benchers, fiberal leader writers and the Natioaal
Councll for Civil Liberties, the Tory povernmenit
has decided to expel Rudi Dutschke from
Britnin. Whether the decision was taken an the
resull of o departmental cock-up or whether it
was coolly caleulated is no concern of ours,
What is importznt is that the Heath regime wis
nod prepared to make any concessions to the
liberals and admit thit & mistake had been
made, if indeed it had. Quite clearly the capiti-
list povernment feels more edpy, more insecure
and more threstened today than i did in the
lzst century, when Comrade K. Mary wis not
barred from engsging in political activity by Mr.
Maudling’s predecessors, Indeed, historically it
has always been the Labour government which
has adopied 0 more repressive policy towarda
political exiles. The fact that the Tories are
beginning to lose their sense of confidence and
are embarking on a McCarthyite binge reflects
more than anything else the changed nature of
British capitalism. when the sun hardly rises on
the territories dominated by British eapital.
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are facing what could develop into a fairly ex-
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part in revolutionary politics in Britain, They

plosive situation. The coming industrial struggles shoold confine themselves to the niceties of

frighten them. Even though they are perfectly

Tory, Lebour and Liberul Clubs at universiies,

aware that the dynamic doo (Feather & Wilson) But the trendy writers of letiers to Tie Tinaas

will do their best to deflect these struggles and
defuse them, they still feel edgy, and they are
of course guile right to be so. Dutschie was a

seem bo be unconcemed at this. Nor have “jefi"
M_F= in the House of Commons seemed to be
too upset, nowr for that matier has the Natonal

convenient scapegoal whe could be used to show Council of Civil Liberties protested too strongly,

the toughness of this regime which wasn't pre-
pared to tolerate any nonsense from foreign
{and Cerman | agitators, At the same time,
netions like this teid to ceale an aimosphere

These pathetic liberals who depend on the bour-
geoisie and form part of its liberal suppaort,
didn’t want to sse thelr “pood" publicity over
Dutschice harmed by the “bad™ publicity regard

of hysteria and xenophobia in the country, and  ing Hoch. It exposes their hypocrisy betier than

this is precisely what the Tory government
Wants.

anything else.
The real tragedy is that the revolutionary

Panl Hoch's deportation wis o comparatively segment of the student movement has so far nint

simpler affair: he had taken part in a wiodens
political demonstraition in Britain against the
rucisl regimes of Southern Africa. An example

been able to act and respond to these measures.
The fact that Dutsclhke did not conduct 3 prin-
cipled Marxise fight at his trial and seemed to

had to be made of him to deter other foreigners pander to the Bberalism of his supporters is irre-
who came to this coumiry disguised as students. levant, What is crucial Is that militanis in the
Hence Hoch was expelled. For the revolutionary universities act immediately to protest agsinst
movement, Hoch's expalsion represents an even  the expalsions of Hoch and Dutschke, A siudent

more serious threat to civil liberties, because it

Clearly the Tory politicians understand that they implies that foreign students should not take

Bombs apart, January | 2th went off quietly
The number of workers on strike wus cartainly
no mare thin on the December 8t day of
profest called by the unoificial London Com-
maties in Befence of Trade Unions. In London
one might almost say there was a flop; else-
where there were some very large demonstra-
tions in medium-sized indusirial towns, and, as
ugual, Scotland and Merseysids were to the
torefront in terms of numbers on strike, What
picture emerges from the mass of confusion?
Une thing, shove all, that was demonstrated
was the complete inability of the TUC 10
mobilise or enthuse. And how can one expect
them to do =0 On the very day of the demon-
stration, the Financlal Timer in itd lead editorial
noled that the “fundamental attitade [of the
TUC] is probably not so different from that of
the CBI. . . Its readiness to negotiate with the
Crovernment can be read betwesn the lines, im
reterences lo the need for higher productivity
end for wage negoliations which put the empha-
55 0 security of incomes and employment ™,
The differences, the paper added, were mainly
about whether or mor unemploviment was
desirable in the process of ending inflation und
ensuring muore rapid economic growth, In othes
words, all the TUC proposes is an alternative
capilalist steategy $o that of the Torles, The
expenence of the Labour Govesnmeni's failure
shows that such an alternative is not possible.

Secondly, it was shown that there are hig

mavement which is incapable of defending its
ownt militants is nol likely to be too successiul

Iefts of tha teade union leadership did not

seclions of the working class which will respond  emerge at all as an independent force. Mo one

to u militant lesd. The London Committes for

wiotild know thal there is supposed tahe a

the Defence of Trade Unions slmost disappeared minority in the TUC which is in favour of more

after December 8th, and vet hundreds of
thousands of workers responded to their vague
call, made over a menth ago and not encrgati-
cally reiternted at all, for industrial aetion on
January |12th. This waz done in spite of all the
ippenla by the leadars of the TUC, supposed
tenders of the fight, not to stiike, Indesd . one
can sy thal there was an almost instinetive .
response by very leree sumnbers of workers,
Accurding to Tomm Jackson, seeretary of the
Linien of Post Office Workers, his members are
ftehing for a Bight againat the Post Office Corpo-
ration which has made an “insulting offer™ in
response Lo the union clam for 15% wage
ILETERES,

Thirdly, it was clear that the militanis have
not baen in the least deceived by Wilson's sud-
den eanversion to the defence of trade unions.
His treatment at the hunds of the selected ticket
holders at the Albert Hall rully was indicstive of
a far wider moed, This was confirmed in the
negative sense, too. Nowhere did workers carry
dlogans calling for the return of 3 Labour Goy-
emmeant. Al present the memories of Wilson's
piongering atrack on trade unions looms larga
in the memories of the activists.

Fourthly, we must say that if the right didn's
do wery well, neither did the loft. The so-called

militant action—where was it? How did il ex-
prags itsel? The Trobunites and other an-called
Labour lofts have noindependent existance
whittsoever-they are squeszed _|]t_':h'.-'$-:::r.| the
trade-anicn buresuctats on the one hand and
the CP_on the other, The Communist Party iz
catkght bebween its instinctive desite fo forma
popular fronl with the TUC (hence the type of
thing like the Becles cartoom of January 1 3th,
which is an insult to any militant’s intellipence)
and the prassirg of the militan ts wan ting
uetion. ltainstrument, the London Committes
far the Defence of Trade Uniong, did not even
have an independent existence an the day's
activities. It completely missod the oppartunity
for announcing further plans for action—the
weakness is clearly political, not organisational,

As Tor the left groups, their nterventon s
still limited to the propaganda level—not one of
them could comtend for leadership. Neardy all
brought out leaffels, special supplements oo
their papers, ate. But even the “first duily Trot-
skyist paper” could not decisvely Influence one
major demonstiation, let ulone o real indusirlal
siturfion,

50 whit can one do? At this stage, the major
rale the revedutionary left con play is that of
helping to give a strategy to the movement. To
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i linking ap with working class struggles. The
advanced workers have only contempt for thos
students who are not capable of protecting the:
o rights and at the sume fime bleat londly
over the rights of workers. The lack of o centro
lised revolutionary student organisation, the
inability of some political tendencies to Fight ir
the universities, has bed to this impasse. The
Spartacus League which was set up a few mont
ago is still in the provess of acquiring roots in
many universities, but despite its infancy iy
attempting to coordinate the struggle in the
aniversities. Its national conference in February
will be discussing a strategy for socialists in the
imthversities in some detail.

Tt i essential that the revolutionary left
attempts to mobilise students in sppaort of
Dutschke and Hoch in the coming weeks so thai
there is no repetition of these sordid depurta-
tons. The demonstration on Sunday 17th s
odwiously a start, but militants have to ensure
that actions are continued in the universities
and that Tory M.F.xand Ministers mre reminded.
when they visit universities, that the revolution-
ory Left still exiats.

=

leave the soruggle against the Bill in the hands of
the TUC ond Cornmunist Pacby is o invite &
humibiating and demombsing defeal. To confine
one’s intervention to make propaganda, expos-
ing the tght wing and Stalinists, ete., whilst i
hias valuz and mst be done, s (o abrogite e
ponsbility.

From the start of this strugele The Bed Mol
and the Ferernertiong! Mersiss Grosp have made
a call far all-inclaslve action comimittess with an
offensive propramme. We believe that one

should combine this with making o cail for the
TUC, Laboar Party, ate, to take action, We are
fuor the bropdest unity on this; providing ““Towest
cogrmiod denomimater ™ polities de pot prevail.
I the action commitices thare must be | cony-
Biried sirugple for o socialist prosramme and
greater and more coordinated actimy. The
natiimal committees, for example the Landon
Comimittee for the Befence of Trade Unions,
musl have elected committees and be construc-
ted on a delegate bagis. Politics must be brayght
o the fore. Seclariandsm which seeks 1o confine
the commitiees to supporters of one particalar
tandeney miust be vigorously fought. Bohiness
and audacity in action and programme must be
che aim.
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in the et two isues of the Mole we have baan
reporting on the Landon night-clesners cam-
oaign for wiion recognition and batter pay ard
conditions At a fime when the Tores are trymag
o take away all the protections warkers f1ave
puiit up for themseives throwgh seif-organisation,
we mve all suppart fo this fight faor their rights
by the women of a traditionally unorganised
and supar-sxplaited industry. The campaign is
now fn the process of becoming nationm as
cleaners in other parts of the country hear about
the | padon cleanars” fght and start carmaaigr-
ing om thalr gwn Sccoun s
«Here wa intenvew May Hobbs, whe has
worked ag & night-cleaner for 12 years and has
now besn biacklized by alf the cleaning con
tractors for her militancy. Despite this victimiss-
pian, May has carried on with the fight and' st
up the Claamers Action Group foensure
immediaie milltant action against any furiiter
Wictimization of wormen wihao stamd up for them-
s/ vag
The inetiad difficulty of reaching the wamean,

who gre scattired & over London in differen t
buiidings, n the firvt place, means. that heip
from aif quarters (s warmly weicomed., and
parious women s groups, including the London
Soclalist Women Group, and student organisa-
tions efc, have consigiently bean griing the
eleaners direct support. I you would like o
haip, please et us know,

—~How did the campaign start?

it really started about B years ago, whan & growp
of us didn't like to se the way we wers treated
snd the conditions, sowa joined the union—tha
TEG. The troubde staried when they sacked this
coloured girl—we went on strike and said wa'd
gy out 1ill she was reinstated, and sventually
the supervisor responsible got the sack and he
girl was rainstated. |t went all right for 8 couple
of weeks and then they started picking us off
and sacking us one by one. So the campaign
collapsed and it afl lay darmant un_til niow, A
group of us thought it was about time some-
thing was done to hetter our pay and conditions
iry that Inclustry, aspecially as we had got hald

of the profits of the different companies, so
with the halp of 8l these different groups of
paople who provided leaflers and forms, etc. and
want out round the buildings at night round
different areas, we got sarme girls into the unian,
and they're stlll coming in fantastically—we've
got about 200 cleaners to date in it.

—~How does the contracting system actually
vk 7

Wiall, if wou take a building like Shall-Mex,
instead of emplaying their own cleaness, they
contract out to have it cleaned, To save the
worry. They pay x amount of money a wesk
to the contractors, and the contractors take on

nen cleaners campaign

woirnen 1o do-the work at £12-13 8 waek for
a 40-hour waek —that's working el night from
10 ta G,

—Can you T8l us whit sort of work the woman
have to do, and also what sort of women you
get dolng this job, and why they do it?

We hava to get through about 40 to 50 officas
a night, with the stairs; toilats, ermptying the
bins, sweaping, dusting, hoovering: sometimas
we have to buff up the foors and alse do bras
work on some bulldings. We have 1o doall this
i an B-hour night. The wormen that do this are
wesally wiomen with childran—their husbands

might alrsady be on a low income, so they go to

work to supplement that ineame 1o et &

reasonable living standard. The contractors want

wou to think we're golng to work for little
gxtras and holidays and that, but t's ot tree,
we hanve o go 1o work just to live ressonally.
Mo fool of a woman would go out B hours 2
night if thiey didn’t have to. Take a woman with
four kids, if sha poas out towork during the
day, she has 1o pay for the ehildran to be
loaked after, which means paying out all hes
wiges; 1 she works 5t night, her hushand can
look after the children so they can keep the
couple of shillings she earns.

=What are you Rghting for in this campalgn?

First of all, 1o get the woman unionised; then
our dermands are for £16 & week mimimean,
holiday maney, adequate staffing on all
buildings, cover monay=—if a girl |z off sick and
sameone has to cover for her, they re-antitied
o a whole nlght's monay [they only get sbout
heif at presant)—the confractors are gatting paid
tha sme amoiunt for the job and wa're entitled
1o the money for the work wae do,

=What particular difficultiss do you hawe?

Wall, the conditions of isolatkan these women
are in, it's hard 1o get hald of tham; vou can
only da [t betwsen certain howrs of night,

—What sort of help have you had from the TEG?

Well, at the moment they're trying to negotiate
for recognition, but the employvers are refusing
1o meat them, 55 | think thet the pressera the
wiamen themasalves can bring to bear as they get
groanised is very important, to back up the
umion,

—Has thers baen any reaction from other
arorkers—what shout the womaen's hushands,
for axample?

Wall, they're right biehind them, pspecially the
eoloured men (thers ard a lot of coloured girls
desing night-cleaning, and the coloured and
white women have been coming out on strike
together], in fighting for better conditions and
wagas. Of courss, they don’t like thelr wives
having to work niphts-they get the back lagh of
thair wives heing so tired and 5o on, @nd often
the only real tima you can see each other s :
Friday or Saturday night, but very oftan thists
the only work the woman can do and there’s no
choics, 5o their husbands are supporting tham.

—What about the people who've bean halping
from outside, do the cleaners rasent this st all?

Ma, not at 8ll, uniess they just come oncs and
never coma back. The people who've been
halping regularly, hatetting amd giving seppart
of pickats and 20 on, the women are t!-aglnn!ng
to know amd talk o them, snd baginnimg to
trust them=—including students, which they
never wsed to, They think, if they're going to
put their time into 1t like this, they must be
intarastedd in pecple like deanars, at last some-
ona’s taking an interest—because peopls tend to
ook down on cleaners—antd also it enciirages
thom: they think, if people are going to come
and talk to us and picketwith us, it really must
ba werthwhile, otherwise they wouldn't waste

thair time, The cleanars are changing thair image

about these people, they think they can’t be
just tha "'troublemekars” they thought thery
WIGTE,

—How have the empioyvers reacted so far?
Wall, thay'ra not very enthusiastic, to say the

Iegst. | think you can draw your cwn conclus

ians from the fect theyve been sacking glels whi

joined the unicn—though we'va got them rein-
srated again by now.

—\What do you think will hapgen in futurs, how
do you ses the campaign developing?

We want every cleanar in the unlan, twill be a
long hard struggle, bt ['m almost postiva wa
aré gaing to win in the end, and esentually the
contractors will have to e it our way and
reCOgni Ey us,

—\Why do you think the campaign’s suddanly
got off the ground after 3o fong?

Eight vears apo we rover fad the help, and the
paople helping us, thet wa have now. All sorts
of people hiave been helging from all different
araas—even influential people. The cleaners
have ahways wanted a ‘uhion, but we never had
the changs to really organise that wa've got
rcnwy, Al with all the othier strikes thers hawe
hearn—the more struggles there ara, the mora
mifitant they get.

—What about the Tory Bill—how would it

gifect this campaign? What do the cleanars
generally think of it?

Wa wouldn't be able to organise In the way we're

doing—the people going out leafletting would
be liable to prosecution, if we think we're
getting a raw deal we couldn’t take any indus
tridl ection, which is the anly way We're going
to get our pay and conditions righted, We as -
claaners will defy the Bill. Cleanars are tha same

as hausewrives, thoy're toa tired and they havan't

gal tlrme ta read right through the Bill, they
only know what they've got time for; all we
know I3 that if wa come out on strike to better
aur pay and conditions, we'll gat fined and all
the rest of it. In our eyes it amounts to black-
magil, We'we never heen blackmailed in our lives,
and wa don’t intand 1o be blackmalled by a load
of strangars we don 't even know.

—Finally, how can papars like The Sad Wode,
and its readers, halp?

By giving us publicity, and alsa by helping us
with the leafletting and gansrally helping, which
you are alrasdy doing, And of course we nesd
meaney wery urgently, so that when we take
action wa'vé got something behind wa. We raally

do need this sort of help.

Money and offers of help should be sent
to:

May Hobhs, Cleaners Action Group,

13 Middie Lane, London N.8 {348 2817)

ot contact Londan Soefalist Woman
Group, 40 Inverness Road, Southall,
Middx. {574 7407).

(interviswed by Felicity Trodd)

TEACHERS: The anti-Tory struggle

On December Bth over 2,000 London
teachers participated in the political
strike which was called to demaonstrate
workers” opposition to the Industrial
Relations Hill, The call for action did not
come from the Executive of the NUT

{ National Union of Teachers) which made
guite sure that all members of the union
knew that it did not want any such
action, but from the ILTA (Inner London
Teachers Association) council. Several
achools closed down completely, and in
others many children were sent home. It
wagk this action of over 2,000 London
teachers demonstrating their solidarity
with workers as workers which has given
any real meaning to the decision of the
NUT to join the TUC.

Within the NUT wider discussion on the Bill
amonget the rank and file only started when
there was a possibllity of taking action against
It. After the proposals of the Tories were pubi-
lished, thelr myths and Hes were revealed. This
Bill was s=en by many teachers nob Lo be an
attack on the “irresponsible” and the “wildeats"
but g blatant attempl to smash any effective
rank and file contyol of the union and conge-
quently b shackle any effecfive nnion.

How would this affect the teschers? Over the
past Bwo or three vears there has developed In
the WUT & conscious rank-and-file movement,
Many young lenchers have found themselves
entering 8 job with very rigid hisrarchical stroc-
tures and & unlon that often reflected those
structures, (The young teacker = at the merey
of the headteacher i both the school and, often
equally 50, In the unlon), Critigues of the edu-
cation system have been devaloping and also a
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beads and deputies, Whe jmbooshy puend their
positions and -bave mo desire Lo incorporate Into
the structure any fresh blood, leave alone the
rank and fbe. Chir criticisms of the union have
msde iE quile clear that the executive of the
unlon is really & caullous appendage of thess
eitdblizhed educational structures, and has no
desire or ability to lead the teachers in struggle,

Rank and Fils Pressures

What hns also become apparenl over the past
two years is that the executive can be pushed
olo action; an example of this being the demon-
ixation in London of July 1963 by Landon
begrhers in support of thelr Interim Pay Award,

This strike was the first sertous pressure on the
pxecntive by the renk and fbk: in support of Ghiel
elalm, This led to the seties of steikes through -
the winter of 1968-70, and the award of £120
pir annum. However, with the Tory Bill, chere
would be posgibility of such a campaign; the
union would be fred for hreaking & djned
agreonment; strile actions called by bodbes
other thun the executive would be Ulegal, and
agitation for such a strike would maks indivi-
duals lakle for personal fines, The Bill would
alan sontain the ingldbous clause which gives the
government the right Lo dletate whal the rules
of the union should be {in the leaclers case it is
tlw Fght of the employer). Even the NUT
reilisos that such a clause 15 unlikely to *streng
then the woion o ensurs that its structures ar
more democratic™, (As the National TInion of
Soamen's rulebook is often cited as the deal by
the Torles, it s worth noting that Rule 32,
clanse B, says Lhat no one can wrile & document,
man!ifesto or paper about the union withaut the
authorretion of the E.C.—ie, Ui onion bumsd-

craey !

tesichers fooght for supportiog the Dec. d3th
atrllce, Within ILTA council, the two maln
groups opposed to each other were the [ILTA
offleers supported by the C.F. on the one
hund, and the group eround the journal Kank
ard File In addition to other milltants, on the
other. The ILTA officers and their backers
fodrght the resolution on the prounds thal we
shoubd wait for the NUT executive and not
indulge in politice] aetion, ele, ete. The CF,
fought iton the grounds that we were over
estimating the consciousness of the leachers
and were running abead of our membership,
"The leschers should follonr the TN recom-
mendation and have-a lobby, after work. [They
ignored the fact thal when a lobby was called on
the burning issue of comprehensivisation, of
which thousands of teachers ane both conscious
and desply concermed nboutl, there wene les
than a hundred teachers ot Westminster. ) The
C.P. voted against the strike with the right-wing
sorial democrats, but they loat, 40 to 25, (The
end of the sagn corme when King Streal heard of
what happened and instructed the C.F. teachers
e work for and nod agalnst the lne on Dee. Bth,

(A5 o resull, some of them came out on Dec.
Bih}.

Erecmm Bth was important for us insalir
that it revealad the increasing politicalisatlon of
teachers; it wos praceded by a clariflcation of
Lhe: Issues and very importanthy by an educatbo-
nal campaign in the local sasociations. In these
lpeal discussions the myth of the “a-politlea”
nature of the schook and the education system
is gradually being eroded.

The Bill being fought at the moment is
ueually labelled Care's Bill, bul it could easily
become the biggest weapon that Thetcher will
ever wield, The MUT i ol the moment engaged
i oo P lka and Hhe amelovers with Thatoher,

basic seale payment that the leachers monlve at
the moment, These new scabes will allowr ampla
opportunity for the government to dissect the
tespchers” unban by affering differential pay-
ments to different seales; plums For Ehe top
and peanuts for the rest. Mot only would this
causs problems of Aghting for a higher safary,
butit will allow the Sec. of Stale Lo be more
gfficdent In her proposals to cut the rate of
intress in sdueatfon expendioure, most of
which goes oo teachers' sularies. Evidencs of
by preceecupation with this is the news that
he is plunning bo reducse the oumber of
tesschers belng trained, and increass Uhe expan-
ditum on educational alds. She apparently
envisages teuchiers as master techoleians, {The
allenation of the American college student in
closses of bundreds wilh oo pessonal contagt
with teachlng staff will be imported into the
Eritish primary clases} For teachors whe are
atill coplng with classes of over 40 (under- 105},
the increpsed expenditume on mechanteal sids &
no help. Ther want a drastic reduetion in the
number of childmen they are sxpeeted to “teach™
.. elasses of leag than J end more personal

work with individual childsen, not fesa But then
thiz = prealsely what the Tories want to ovoid.
A the crisis of bouneois idwoloiy Intenaifies,
the leas contact the teacher has with the pupll.
the betbor,

However, attacks on the teachers vie Cacr
and Thatehsr ame oot the only ones that we
musk fight, the whole Tory ethos, typified by
Eelth Joseph-and hie aftacks on the social
services are part and pureel of our batile. It i=
essgntial that all teachers realise that we miest
consolidate the gaing of the working class which
have been won io strupgles over the last tundred
vairs, It I8 neorssary that teachers begin bo
themselves s part of the strugghes which the



The campaign against the Tory Bill in
Birmingham has clearly highlighted what
the rank-and-file militants are up agzinsi
~both from the Government and
employers and from the Labour Party
and trade union leadership.

December Sth and the Trades Council
When the action on December 3th was
annoumced in November, the Trades Council
eounfer-acted by calling a strike on January 15,
It was obvious that this call was made to divert
ihe struggle and take it out of the control of the
rank and file movement. January st had no
political significance as had December Bth ithe
day the Hill was published } and more important
it was a day of traditional high absentesism {not
that workers shoold not be “sizing” these extra
holidays, but it helped o confuse the iscue as 1o
exactly who was on strike and who was still
recovering from the previows night—a confusion
that the mass media took advantage of). The
Trades Coumal also stated that it had decided
to call this demonstiration so that sction

against the Bill would be “orderly and respect-
able™,

Stoppages om Decemnber Sth were probably
simtilar- to that in the rest of the country gener
ally. Bui the only demonsimation and meeting
planned was that of the students of Aston Uni-
versity. Although the demaonstration was small
{about 400) the action of the students was
welcomed by those workers who were on i,

The Decermbrer Bth action was important in
showing the workers how some so-called “left"
trude union leaders reacted o sech & situation
With January 1st and January 12th actions,
which were both "official™ actions, these “left™
leaders were in a pood position to weaken the
“unofficial” action by wrguing for support for
the other dates—in the interests of “unity™ of
cionarse in the labour movement.

The Sifux [vde Affair

Uiz very imporint event resulted from Dec.
Ath widch showed up the official ladership and
glzo showed, in o Timited way, the eriss Bringh
capitalism is in at the moment. A small firm of
sheet metal workers, Silas Hyde  employving
about 100 people, "sacked” 70 workers who had (926 over 5,000 workers {not even the press

gone oul on December Sth, 1L wos declarsd o
lock-out by the unions concerned—the fitst in
Birmingham for many years. In the wesk before
Christmas certain facts about the state of the
firm come §o light which were piven o fair
amount of publicity. Sifas Hyde wasin the ed
to the bine of £9%6000, The remaining
employess hod been given notice and the firm
announced that it was either going into Hepueda-
Hon o was hoping someone would by it up,
o now the ssue was no longer 3 lock-out boi
of receiving rédundsncy money —the employvers
inssting that the suckings were entively coinci-
denital with ihe financial position of the fimm,
since then other information received has
shown the complete mismanzpement of the
firm. Until three veass ago, Silas Hyde was o
firm that was making sheet metal. It was small
but the business was quite successful. However,
a new boss came on The seene who didn’t know
too much sbowt the buginess and decided that
buses were more profitable. 1t didn’t matier
that the workers dida’™t Enow how to make
buises or that they didn’t really have the right
equipmen i—huses were the thing. And from
that time Silas Hyde made a steady loss {Mewer
wiis there 3 more obvious case for opening the
books and workers' contral ).

But despite the important struggle thaf
these workers are involved in and which raises
many important ssues; despite-the official
backings of the unions, the Trades Council has
done nothing te help: which makes it all the
more hypocritical of them to call the Jan, st
action against the Bill, when they cannot even
defend workers who dre in o position many
other workers will ba in if and when the Bill
Becomes taw.

But any militant who was at the meeting on
Japuary st will knoow the Trades Coungil are
not interested in action thal s effecnve, The

demunstration itself was tremend ous and much
bigger than anyone had expected, h was the
largest demunstration in Birmingham since

dared call them students this lime )} marching
through the city cenire. Morale on that demon-
stration wis extremely high, and riphtlv qa,

for (in spite of the original reasons why the
demonatration had been called for that day)
Birmingham, traditionally known as g reaction-

ary city, had produced one of the biggest actions

s far apgainst the Bill,

The meeting in the overflowing Town Hall
was g3 expectsd with Harry Urwin (on the
General Council of the TUC) and Eric Heffer.
Although we were promised thet Urwin would
tell ns what setion we could take aguinst the
Bill, all he talked about was the implications of
the Bill -something evervone knew. After all,
that's why we were all there. Haffer made a
typically demagoeic speech and for thowe mili-
tante who had perhaps been encouraged by the
'ilI:]'.I'l-!:ll'litra.ti|'|r|r it may have seemed dissppoint-
ng to hedr the thunderous applause he
recaived, especially when le talked aboot
fighting the Bill in the committee stape in the
Howee of Commons. He did mention the need
to work outride Parfiament. but he didn't go
into detals, and he also implied that this was for
the rank and file mevement. snd not for (he
likes of him who would be “struggling” in the
House of Commons—a typical load of Parlia-
mentary bullshit.

The “Popular™ Front

Ihe most sgnificant event of that mesting was
the ohvious and crude alliance betwoen the
Labour Pasty and Communist Party, Dick
Etheridge, Austin convenar, member af the
CP. and welldenown Dec. Sth seab, called fior
the setum of a Labour Gavernment—just that
with no conditions posed. Although thers was a

litthe hostile reaction when Echeridge came on
stuge (o make an appeal for money, it was sad
o see how shorl the memory of the Birmingha
working clags was, a5 they responded 1o his
1okes, oppeals ond speeches. £1 300 was collec-
ted for' the Trades Council te be used in potion
gaingt the Bill (rumour Tas it that £600 will by
used 1o'send conches down to Londor an Feb.
215t to hear Wilson in the Allsert Hall},

The Need for an Action Commiliee

All these factors makes the sttmg up of a rank
and-file action committee extremely wrgant. 11
is impartant that the movernent is oot left in
the hands of the burcaucracs and C.P -left
Labour alliance,

The maiter is becoming more and more
wrgent every day. The threat of redundancy is
previlent inall indwstries in the Midlandsz. The
gas torbine shor at Lucas is beimg closed doomn,
and there huve been redundancies. 1n Coventry
redundancies at British Lesyland were announce
o e ap,

It is esmential that these events plus Tocy
policy i general (such us cuts on the social ser-
vices, incredses iy prices. efc.) are wen as an
infepril part of the Tories" policy. Onbe in this
way will acticn against the Bill broaden out int
4 general anli<copitolist one, which it has to do
if the Tory Grovernmient is 1o be smashed. But
this cannot be left in the handsz of “left™
bureaucrats. The rank and file must form an
wlion sommities calling for the wads union
lzadership io lake offensive sotion, and if it
dogsn’t do o (a8 seems tughly likely} then it
must Lake on thut responsibility itsell.

Although the strugpbs in Birmingham looks
i% [heuph it has been defused by the T.1,
leadership, Tan, Lsi will serve as inspiration to
the working class az shat the rank and file can
achieve in spile uf and oot becavse of their
“leaders”.

Tesws wan Grelderen
Hirrun gharn

—_— e ————_—_—_—_—_——— e
Spartacus League prepares conference

Which Way the Wind Blows

After decades of relative social peace, this
saciety is moving with increasing speed towards
an open conirontation betesan the working
clads and the capitalists. With its back egainst
the wall, all other tactics having falled, tha
ruling class has no slternative but to launch
vitious attacks on the labour movement, on the
weskest and the most oppressed sections of the
populaticn,

Irt the last few moanths we have had a taste of
what is in store: slashing cuts in the social sar-
vices, tax concessions for the bourgeoisie, red
baiting during tha minars’ strike, a frenzied cam-
paign to slander the power workers, measred
day work and productivity swindles, vicious
repression of black people and Irish militants,
peans to sell off profitable ssctors of nationalised
industry, plans for more recist immigation
legislatian, the povernment bill to smash the

shop-floor organisation of the working class . .,
tha list of anti-working class measures could be
extended andleshy. 2

The capitalists” problem, their nightmara, is
thie fact that workers show no sign of wrning
aried running in the face of these attacks, Strike
aftar strike has demonstrated the temendous
poweer and determinstion of the labour move-
ment to defend s class interests,

Smash the Bursaucracy!

But repeatadly we hive sean the sickoning
burasucrats of the labour movement—the
Wilsons, Castles, Feathers, Painters, Chapphs,
and even so-called leftawing leaders like Jack
Jones—pleading with the govermment to calm
donwn and have the patience to let them stab
the workars in the back. 1t is the existing
leadership of the working class whieh gives tha
bourpeaisia its greatast hope for success.

Our Responsibilities
I tha next months masy thousands ol WaLIng
paople, students as well 83 warkaers, will be
tound at the front of the battle. Here, asin the
rest of the warld, young militants must learm
the harsh realities of the cless struggle, not
simply in libraries but en the streats. s the
confrontation despens, much will depend an
the dedication and fighting spirit of the new
generation of revalutionary militants now
erterng the factories and collagas, or still a1
schoal, The eynical burgaucrats ef the labour
maovement have a hearty loathing for the reva-
lutionary youth and we must ensuie that their
fears ara mare than justified |

But the struggle we are fighting canmot ba
won by revalutionary enthusiasm alane, Wa
miust also heve cloar political perspectives and
o gani sation, Without the first we will not knoe

where we are golng and are quite as likeby o go
Iry efrelies as any athar direction, Without the
second our anergies will be dissipated In frag:
mantary strugyles,

Spartacus League

It s wi th thase considerations in mind tht
the Spartacus Leagus, o ravolutionary youth
organisation, was founded last simmur, by
maembers and sympathisers of the Fourth Intap-
naticnal. Ageinst this background of sharpaning
struggle of class against class, the Spartaces
League (s holding b first conferance sinca its
foundation.

Al wehio are seriously dedicated to the owvar-
throwy of capitalism and are in Brosd sympathy
with the programme of Trotskyism and the
Fourth Intemational are welcame to attend this
confarenca.
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Introduction

The headguarters of the Rotax Company &t
Willesden, which makes afreraft componenis
and fe a subsidiary of Joseph Lucas, i threatr-
gnad with closuere, The staff and workers thers
are united and determined te fight the closure.
We interviewed Nm Cooney AELY, who is
covivenor &t Rotax, Willesden, and also chairman
of the shop stewards Combine Cosrem e
which repregerts the 20000 workers on the
preraft side of Joseph Lucas: and Ernie Scar-
brow (DATA), who fson the DATA Office
Commitiee [roughly squivaient o a shop
stowards cormmities) and Secretary of the Com-
ine Commities.

This is what thay told us:

in the last few years, Joseph Lucas has bean
systematically taking over its competitors. The
company claimed this was o “augment™ its
production, But sctually the point of the taxe-
avars 15 to get rid of competition. They have
made sure that whatoever aircraft work is avail-
able, they-will get. They were giver a grant of
E3 million by the Labour Government’s Indus-
trial Reorganisation Corporation; Lucas stoted
at the time that they would continus production
in the present plants, sithough the 1RC, and the
Labour Government, did not-ask for any
guarantess that there would be no redundancies.
What happered was that Weinstock decided to
sell off the aincratt accessory part of his busi:
paks, which waes in direct competition with
Rotax: Rotax bought out AEL at Coventry;
English Electric Special Products at Luton,
Bradford and Netherton; and they alss bought
Watric and Hobsons of Waolverhampton, Within
four months they had reduced the labour force
gt AEl's factories in Coveniry from 2,600 to
about A00; in other words they bought the
factorias to clom them. They have announced
that two of the EE Special Products factories at
Bradford will be closed. and their factory at
Luton is threatenad, They bought up Premier
Precision Products, and said the reason for doing
50 was o take the overflow of their work; a
manth later they closed the factory. When they
bought Hobsons, Hobsens had just bought wp
and closed down enother factory: so it wasa
case of dog eat dog. Mow they are threatening
to closa us at Willesdan, And they have recently
announced thet there is to be a 25% reduction
of the labour force throughout the Combine;
which means that 5,000 jobs are threstensd.

*Lucas slready hold a monopoly in the
car industry . . . now they want a mono-
poly in the aireraft industry . . .
The paint ks that it's not &5 though the campany
are haed up. They are not coming to us and
waylng we're sorry, wa'te hard up, and there’s
nothing we can do about it. They are getting
bigger and bigger and more and more powerful
In September last year, o manth before thay
announced the closure at Willasden, they
bought sight pages In the Financial! Times in
preparation for the Farnborough Alr Show,
telling everybady how profitabla they wara, and
that they weare the biggest manufacturars of
aircralt autsde the United States; and they
bought §,000 copias themeelves to distribute at
the Air Show, When they bought EE Special
Products, this maant they alsa bought a 37EH%
imterast in @ French aireraft company; and they
have formed two other companies in Garmarny.
Josph Lucss already hold & monopaly in tha
car industry for certain componants; now thiay
want & monopoly in the aircraftindustry. Rotax
has thres guarters of the merket outside the
Unitexd States.

e say that the plant at Willesden could be
kopt open, Ata meeting last Monday, which
lastad for six hours, v tald the compans that

available, complete jaks, They were not interes-
ted; they made vague excusas that there was
not enough aireralt waork o go rownd the
group; we argued that there was, and we give
tha example of CAY Acton, which iz part of the
Lucas combine, sending oot big contracts to
CINTIRArnS oulsids [h[‘rgr’nup.

The sora point at Willesden is that they are
the parent cormpany; the avarags workar at
Willasden has had 25 years with the company.
They are the peopls who made the money
which made it possibde for Lucas to take over all
the other pleces. Vatric was bankrspt when
thay took it aver, bul they're keeping that
factory opan. Evar since the company wont
public after the war and its profits were pub-
lighed, the profits of the two Rotax fectories
at ‘Willesden arid Hemal Hampstead hive niver
bean less than £'% million a year; EE Special
Products, with five factories, made no mare
profit, So the people who built up the com
pany are being chucked on the scrap-heip:
that's bow they reward long years of loysl
servioe.

The Road to Hemal Hampstead

The company say there are 200 jobs at Harmel
Hempatesd. Thers are BOD of us here,
including 250 at another Rotax factory al
Chase Row. They went us to vproat our homes
and just go to Hemel Hempsteesd, just bacause
the cormpany happans to want to do its waork
somawhara gise. They want 1o ransfer the
know-how an the Harrler WTOL aircraft gas:
turbine startar anging to Homel Hempstosd.
Thay're not going 1o get thls We have said we
will oppose the trensfer of know -how and
miachings, physically i1 necessary; and we are
not sllowing anvthing to be taken from the

factory. Twelve planas with this engine heve
bean sold to the United States for £50 million,
although the United States had spent EBOO mil-
fion, unsuccessfully, on trylng to developa
similar type of plans themselvas; they handed
theen the planes ona plate, and they're negotis-
ting to sall the rights to produce tha plana in
the United States; which shows how patriotic
they are. But thara i sl an order for 100
Mark || Harriers which they have to praduece
the starters for here, and that's why they want
300 o meswe 1o Hemeal Hampstead. & month
before they announced the clasure at Willesdan,
wa got 3 "Oussn's Aevard™ for tha gas-turkbine
starter on the Harrier; we had Sir Gerabd Temp-
lar, Cusan's Equerry of something, down to
rmake the eward snd all,

This is why thay are 50 anxious ta get us to
aFes o go. We have refused 1o go; the factary
iscompletaly united. The company said we had
milgled the men on the guestion of going to
Hermel Hempstead, and they said they wera
offering good conditions for the transfer; thay
ware arranging coachas, and w3, the coaches
warg to be in our own time, mind you, and
iy 'l beave &t 6 in the morning; it was as if the
codmpany was asking us to start work an hour
garller, with no extre pay, Snyway, the company

krmarFoed e eciia 9 rtetarneas® Sidtine theeir saen

therm in the cantern one day, and then we tore
the statermant to piacas in front of all the
workers, They rejected it unanimously; | have
s seen the factory s0 united. Mext they
triad sending letters to-all the workers indivi-
dually; thay snt three sorts of lettars, ane
saying that they offered & job in Hermel Hamp-
stead, one saying they'd offer a job if 5o and o
pgraed to go, and ona saying there'd be no job
aftar such and such a date. They ware irying to
divide us. But it didn't work. Al the men
trought thair latters in to us; we'd prepored
typawritten sllps saying that we didn’twant to
negotiate individuslly with managament, the
men signed these, and we put tham in the
latters and returned the whole lot to the manage-
mierit, They can't divide us between thoss who
get offerad jobs ot Hemel Hempstead anl those
whao don't; who wants to uproot hirmself and his
farnily and go to Hemel Hernpstead # The com-
pany at first said vaguely that housing and
accommadation wauld ba arranged at Hermed
Hempetead; but we contacted the local housing
development corporation oursebas, and thay
gaid o more houses were belng built for rant;
wo the aompany offered £2860 settling-in allow-
anoes to warkers who sobd their hauses hara

ard rnoved out, At our last masting, the penny
dropped, and they understood that peaple
weran’t going to rush ento those busas at 6 in
the moming: 4 they offersd another 41 jobs at
the Chese Road factory; that was just a sprat Lo
cateh a mackerel; thay nesd m gat the tools and
tha knowe-how transferred, and they hoped @
split us. They can plan nothing wntil they know
hiow many will go In the kong term, na matter
what the battle is {and we'ra prepared to wreck
the factoryl, there is a feeling that they have
given their lives to the factory, and they are
baing thrown on the scrap heap,

Cartoons on the wall

Insichy the factory thare are all sortsof cartoons
on the walls: somebody produces one and wi
maka 50 or 60 coples of it and they're stuck up
all ower the factory, on foremen’s doars and
everywhara, The foremen are all with us. Once
the management surdmoned the superyisary
staff to come up and talk 1o them; we told them
not t go, and they dida't. But they come to
our meetings. Tha management bought shred-
ding machines 1o destroy confidential d ocu-
ments: byt it's no use to therm, beciuse the
gacretaries arg on our side; One day somabody

wolkd gata £5 or £6 cut in wages: this is one of
the reasans why they want 1o fight. Sorme of us
get £30 @ week with no overtime. In Willesden
woa've cantrolled overtime very siriethy; all owver-
tima work is negotiated through the stewards:
we don't aocapt tha 30 hours a menth recog-
nised a5 a maximum by the unions, wa sy 10
haurs shotld ba tha maximuem. All aur member-
ship turn up to meatings: we hold two-hour
Iunch-time mestings. When wa've wan a dispute,
wa have the practics that mmervbody puts the
firat weak 's risa Into union funds; last tima avary
body did it, without our asking them to,

This Iz the real reason why they want to closs
s dowen. We'va bean @ tham in their side.
They've kept open Vatric, for example, which
was bankrupt whan took it over; it's not coinci-
dental that there's no organisation there, |t's
alsa the reason why they're giving so much work
ie sub-contractors; they are unorganised, thay
have rio “labour prablems’”, and they work all
night. Even within the Combine, there are soms
places where thay do'a lot of overtine, whila
thay staree usout of work. But wea are defar-
milred to oppose the shutdown, physically if
necessary. The dandger |s that they will hive off
anvthing that is not too difficult, starve us
deliberataly of products, 20 evertually we will
havie no work . This will ba the dangerpoint; we
miust gat things moving before them. Wa hawve to
face facts; on our own as a factory, we will not
sugcaed. But we can succeed if we gat ancugh
presaira throughout the Combine, and this is
what wa ara trying to achieve, We have o mest-
ing of thi Combine Committes in Sheffield on
January 23rd, and we plan ' go on from
there, We alvesdy have a ban on owertime and
sub-contract work whidh s being operated
thraughout the group, by workers in all the
unions, including AT A, AEU, CAWL,

Cfficial union backing

For the momant we have official backing from
the wnions, DATA have supported us all along
the lne. We are fortunate that three sembars

of the DATA Expcutihve work in tha Combine
Mike Cooley, whao is VicaPrasidant, works st
Willesden. DATA, the AEL and CAWL are
supporting us offlcially now; there was a meating
in Birmingham on Decamber 29th betwean
managemant and the unlong, with membars of
the AELY and CAWL Exacutives and Geonge
Doughty, the President of DATA; they stated

to Michal, General Manager of Lucas, that they,
including the AEL, afficially opposed the
clozara of YWillesden . But we'll have to ses

wihat thay do; theres many & slip betwaen cup
and lip, When the closure was announced, DATA,
wrote immediately to the AEU; but they took
six wenks to angeer, and then only besause we
sent them a telegram asking what theny were
doing when wa had a one-day strika. The crucial
point |5 whether the AEU will call & delegata
conferanes of Canvenors in the group, a5 we
have asked tham to; DATA have already done
this, amd Dowghity and the Executive sanctloned
it, so that anything we decided would be official.
I the AEL call 8 delegate conference, this will
reen that the rank-and-file would attend, and

took down the Queen's Award Hag, which they'd g ducision would be official,

put ta flv over the factory; they've gone mad
looking far it, but they"ve naver found 1. We
took a photograph of two blokes holding it,
wearing masks, and stuck it up all over the
factory; they've besn trilng hard 1o recogni s
them, but without muccass,

| think we have this unity becauss the statf
have soan, over the years, the benefits of balng
organised, Willesden has been ane of the fore-
runners in organisation. We are rasponsible far
setting up the Combine Committes, and we
have helped wark ers In other factories, Even s0,
they have not nearly reached our lavel, The

We don't know whether e unions wil
support us officlally in the long term, and we
are running our own campaign. We have bean in
tousch with MJP.s, not that we put much faith
in tham; Pavitt hes raized some guestlons [n the
House of Commans. We hava nir own plans in
mind a5 to how the campaign will be conducted.
vou should expect to e some things happan-
ing. Wa came out on December Bth, in spite of
all the ather things on our mind, Partly ea
protest against the management, end partly
becausm wi realised that if the Bill went through
we wouldn't ba abde to do what s are doing




T manifestations of Amerlean Imperialism
egan Lo appesr a5 early o5 the nineteenth
semiury, relative to Latln American countries.
a4 later in the Pacific zone (expanslonizm
rowards Japan. conguest of the Philippines).
sitwwt the beginning of World War 1, American
mperalism bas extended iself on a global
acabe. Thus, in the framework of Interimperial-
# competition, American imperalism appears
& the greal victor of two imperialist word
vonflicts. In point of fsct, it s the only victor
whose military and economic forces gained
from Lhese bwo wars. All of the principal
competitors were enfeebled by either one or
both of these conffiels.

It ks not necessary to examine in delail he
vauses of this superiority of American impetia-
listn over ber competitors. The principal ressans
arg well kftown: immense richness in raw
materials; greater equilibrium between industry
and agricultare: broader torriborial and demao-
graphic bases, which permitied the enjoyment
of iImportant economies of scale in matters of
industrial mass production; the absence of smi-
feudal vestiges, which allowed the expansion of

o purer capitalism than that of the other imperia-§

list eountries, etc.

It must be aceen binted, however, that the
ascont of American Impedalisn owards the
position of the first power in the waorld repre-
sents a dialectical process during which the
contradictions of the rest of the world have had
a tendency Lo breed, even In the midst of
American society. The imperialist Amerlean
bourgeoisle cannot enpage in this expedition
towards world domination without af the same
time assuming the leadership of the enlire
capitalizt world. In that position they are
cotifronbed by anti-capitalist forees which each
day grow more numerous and powerful. Because
of this fact, American imperialism iz aften
directed in its decisions by the political impera-
tives involved in the global defonce of the
internationsl capitalist system, 8 system which
at times may enter into conflict with the parti-

eitlar histories]l interests of Amaricon imperialiom

itself. The Marshall Plan has to be interproted

in this light, Far from being an entorprise of the

pastorglisalion of Europe or of its submisslon to
Lhe will of Washington, historically the Marshall
Plan was the initial ghose in the reconstitulion
aof &n aulonomons foree in Westorn European
imperialism—that s W say, precizely the menea-
tion of & forop competitive with that of the
United Stakes.

_ This decislon was nol, however, |reatlonal. [t
simply reflects a choice between two evils, bath
of which Washington had to face following the
second World War: either assist in the collapse
of West European capltalism, or permit the
mappearance of @ pows rful competitor. Atmeri-
can imperialism chose the keserevil, by its
lights.

These peefatory remarks are pssenlind in order
Lo avoid falling into economism, and to prewent
too simple an interpretation of the sconomic
roots of American imperlallsm,

L. Surplus and Export of Capital
TIW principal economic root of Amerloan ime-
perialism remains the one classically defined
by Lenin for the whole Imperialist era: the
existence, in Imperalist countries, of a surplus
of caplital which is poured Into other parts of
the globe in search of superprofits. The only
modiftcation which should be applied ta the
Leninist definition s the conclusion that, n the
actual historlcal context of the peviod following
the Second World War, this surplis of capital
was oo longer directed exclusively, nor even
principally, Into colenial or sami-colonial (i,
underdeveloped ) countries, but was sproad
equally and In increasing proportions among
other industrially developed imperinlist lands,
This important vardant of the Leninist theory
can be explained by the following facteors:

1. The significant difference in technology and
productlvity of labour between American I
pEtiaiI_ﬁm on the one hand, and that of Lhe other
Imperiallst powers on the ather,

2. The difference between the military and
poditical power of the United States and that of
the other impetiallst powers, a differstes which
l# even more pronounced than that in the eco-
nomie sphena,

3. The increating insecurity welghing upon
investmenls in colonkal and semi-colonial coun-
tries, in which there is 0 growing profusion of
mevolubonary liberation movements.

4. The contraction of the geopraphic aren io
which sarplus capicsl may atill be invested with
praflt, a conteaction resulting notebly from the
osetthrow of capllolism in an axpanding porton
af the warld, 1

Tha end result of these divers: tendencies is
that the differencs betwesn e mte of profit
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tion of capital into other impennhst countoes
diefinltely more appealing than investments in
underdeve'lupad couniries when gn:tt-l.-r | et -
rity neutralises the attrection of an even higher
rate of profit.

Certainly, ns American capital gradually dls-
covers gutlets in the world, © a procesg of egual
distribution and the levelling off of the peoduc-
tivity of labour and technological developmenl
will progressvely ocour between the United
beates and the other imperialist countries. Such
o process will reduee Lhe differonce In the mate
of profit between them, and will “revalorise™
the underdeveloped world as the only ansa
whers important superprofits may be acguired

in the same way, an evenlual prolongatdon of
deternte between the United States and the
Soviel Union will open possibillties—althdwgh
very modest anes—of investment of American

capital in countries with a soeinlist economic
base, similar to that alresdy pchisved by Flat
and Renault In the automotive Aald,

Hul all of the investment possibilities eannot
change the fundamental fact that during the last
quarter of a century the esentiol direction of
the investment of exporied Amerlcan capital
has besn Inbo other impedalist countres, rather
than to the rest of the world,

It must be remembered that this expaort of
capital admirably suils an economie neorsity
inherest In the copitalistic avetem of mono-
pofies, It represents s rosponse to 8 doubb
menace: the decline in the average rate of profic
expericneed in the principal imperialist oitadel,
and the massive accumulation of enpital which
cafnok be invested In that citadel without
endungering the avernge rate of profit with a
new, serions decline.

2, The Growing Role of the War and
Armaments Economy in the 1.5,

The aceumulation of i growing surphis of
capital which can no longer be profitably
invesled in the normal sectors of the economy
nol only encourages its expuort but also
increases research in new fields of nvestrent
where capital will vield an sverage profit from
the monopolised ectors of the Eronomy with-
oul Threstening the rate of proft from the
monoplsed svcibors of the economsy withoul
threataning the rate of prafit from the entine
svabarn of monopolistic capital. The produeton
of armaments (and itxextension into space
production ) eonstitutes a smilar “substitutive
field of unparalleled investment ito use Rosa
Luxembourg’s phrase).

The advartages of the realisation of monao.
pollste sapital in the area of armaments pm
obvious. [ does nol reduca the scope of caplial
already invested in the rest of industry, On the
conleacy, it markedly stmulated the peoduetion
of heavy industry and certaln apecilie rw
iateriils, It does not boedrme o substitute for
other products nommally produced. On the
contrary, it ereates merchandise whose sole
putehaser is the State, and whose onby value, in
Lerms of consumplion . is the strenathening ol
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Llhe Amercan economy against & miurn ol o
catastrophic crisis gimilar Lo thet of 1920 [with-
ol the power, however, to prevent the appoar-
ance of perlodic recessbons which ane: not,
flially, any less grave than the average crises
which capitalism hes known throughoul 115
hisbory ). IE brings an sutomatic puarantes of
prodil bo monopolies in & growing nomber of
sactors {all those related to national defenes).

Thi Increasing Importance of arms produe-
Lo in the American economy s Ddicated
above &l by the préponderance 1t acguives in
expanding seclors, such as electronbes, alreralt,
nnd chemisiry, It results in a double ssmbiosis
which stimulates the imperielist expansion of
American capifal by producing a double seii
prerpaebuiintbon.

L. The symblosls of eertain aress of the mono-
polies, ond of the production of armaments in

these nreus, developing a "vested interest™ in the
malntenance afid expanson of arma production,

£, The symbiosis of certain positions of autho-
rity in the armed forees and in the machinery of
State, which gives these positions s “'vested
interest™ in the malnlenaners and expansion of
Lhe military bodpet at sn astronomical level,

This double svmibiosis is all the more dinger-
ous sinee ik tends 6o reproduce itself in forelgn
countrles, following the establishment of Ameri-
csin bases pbrond, the military misdons
foreigm countres and the military “ald" to
friendlv " governments menaced by “internal
subversion” or by "extemal Cotntunat aggms-
glem. !

Even fonmer President Eisenbower, as con-
servEtive as he was at che end of bls Presldency,
publicly expreased bis frars about the formidable
growlh of the industrial-military-political estab-
lishment. That establishmernt lises on and pros-
pers essentdally ftom; the continul incrsse in
arni eEpenditires, and it requires nternational
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conflicts in ordar to justify this expansion to
the Amerean taxpayer,

Bevertheless, it would be foolish to eomsld
the important rale the produetion of armamen
plives in the beurt of the American economy s
dmply the rmesult of manoeuvres by this perbcn
Loy Mefie io the centre of the large American
betrgialsig. The entire bourpeoisie is condemn
to practize the politics of permanent rearme-
ment, confrontad es it is with a permanent
revolition on A worddw!de scale and with the
imdusrigl end militery growth of eoontres
which have already overthrowo capitidism. The
goal of every one of the disammament confer-
ences i& not actual disarmament but the attemp
o rafionaliee the cowras 'of arfamer L, to rendp
i supporiable by the budpets of the USA and
he UssR which are not, after all, unlimited,

In & world divided into two profoundly
antaganistic camps. genuine dissrmament ia
ubopian. Sl more wbopian i3 the idea thal
monapoly capitalism could motient the sixey o
sarvanly billion dollars it annoally epends on

¢ anms production to felds of public werdos,

education, health, sod sid to underdevaloped
countries Such o redirection would flest of all
eequire the conversion of the bourgeoisie, the
yery clas devoled to profit motives, into a glas
working for the good of the hiirnan species: An:

(diffudon of mases of capitel outside the areas

of disarmament woold rapidly menace the
inwestrwn b of “civil” capital and the mte of
profit, It will never bappen.

3. Bupply of Strulegic Raw Materials
Unlike most of s competitors, American
imperialism was charecterised by the fact thai
It fewind within its own borders the essential
maw materials for modem industry. Even in the
perind Immediately following World War I, the
importation of raw materials remained funds-
mentally sondane-mbber, silk, sugar oF tin,

; products eazily replaced by ssmthetios

However, the formidable expansion of
Amerean industrial productlan at Lhe end of
World War 1T chanped the situation, Today the
USA must import increasing gquantitios of oy
materials as essentinl as petroleum, iron ore,
bauadte, copper, menganess, and nickel. Move-
o, Amerdica’s own mesources in these arees st
rupidly diminishing and, i the case of pelrol-

e, colld be exhausted by the end of the

century, America depends entisely on Imparts
for cheomium, cobalt, and columbarium, indis
prensaldy Lo iron production, ]

In othey words, three-quarters of a century
behind its principal competitors, the 1S4 mus
now launch & delve for new sourees of ew
mabirlals in the world; for petraleum, in Lats
America, the Middle East, and Nigerla; for iron
ore, in Latln Amesiea and West Afvien; for othes
minerdls, in Canade, Austrelia, and Afrlea, ete,
In this search i€ will collide not only with Jibere:
thon movements n varous colonial and semid-
eolonial countries, but with the competition of
ather imperdalist nations like Grest Britain,
dnpan, France, West Cermany, Indeed, aven
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Dften the appropristion and pessession of
these souress of e materials involves polltical
conflict, coups d'etel and loeal war (notably in
Weat Afrlca In the Jasl few years). It may
imvolve the establishment of missions, perhaps
American mililary bases, The need for new
sources explaing the tenacity with sshich Ameri-
can lmperialism clings to countides Hke Vi
zueln ond Brazil, for thiy have beeome preciselr
the sourees of supply of vew materlals indispen-
sahbe Por Big Business In the United Stages

4. Inter-Imperialist Competition in the
Heart of the Thind Worl

-




mperialism?

ndel

Althoogh the export of Amerbean caplial into
under-developed countries has been of less
valume than the same X ;'H:-rl ko olher impp]'i.a-
st countries, nonetheless it has not been
lll'g_llugjhll'. When L conoerng 1rr'.|pu:|rL.'| nt counbries,
like Indooesin or Brazil, or countries of enor- ‘#

mous, scarcely apped potential, ke the
Longo, the export of American capital resulis
in growing interference by American imperia-

Isim in the internal sffzirs of these semi- e
eolonial countries, Conflicts develop with other

imperinlist powers, particulerly the former
colonial powers which American imperiafism

is gradually replacing.

I the last twenty years, the maost typieal
examples of Lthe way in which American capital
ha= taken over from former colonkal caplal am
s domination of Intdonesia |'1'|'-]'.-|.'||-ing atch
cnpitalj, Moroceo (replacing French capital ), and
Iran (English capital ). Without & doobt, In the
Congo we are witnessing the debul of a similm
replacoment of capital, in this case Belgian,
although at this moment it = reflected bess in
capltal Investments than in the reorentation of
foreign trade

All this imperialisl substitution was nof
echieved simply by manosuvring behind the
seones. It produced acute national and interna-
tional conflicts; often accompanied by blogd-
bnths. From the overthrow of Mosssdegh to the
Essassnation of Hen Harka and the ascent Lo
power of Moboto by ncoup d'efat, the course
ol Liels s bstitontion was marked by murder.
conspiracy, and oppressve operations & hoso
wictims number in the handreds of thousands.

In the end, American imperialiam will not
achleve wortd domination. 'The dream of an
“American Century’” lasted, in fact, only fiw

L S a
properly called, strong areas. NOTES. certaln Fass mgthrads svnlved in the following manmes
That 1& why an analysis of the global, econo- 1 ap inusstigation by a firm of maragement camsul- i1 2rme of peroentage of thelr prodisetien i the
mic moving forces of American imperialism can  tanes in Chicago in 1960 revealed that 35 larga Amer)-  HHiTed Btates.

o T come to only one conduslon! to be effective can truste hae o net race of profit (corparate prafits 193735 1966 -l
mars, from 1945 to 1950, The dream was EIEL : b ; ; ” H P
:EHE'E-E'-'E-E ik Ll:'lj"r by the atrengthening of anki- arlﬂ-i:ﬂpll.ul::-.l. forees must OppeoEs the intesrnatio- ofter I:-u_ue:l o '__:I.EE‘- im the US& and 14.2% abroad. Iran Cra 3% 4
capitalist forces on a world scale, bat tE the Jaw 08l counter-revolutionary strategy of Big Capleal (5.8, Newsand World Report, | Jan. 1962, and Vews  Copper 1% la%
o Ern - ' J r ? " wesk, d March 1965, arrived at anafogaus canalusions.] Laad 0% 131%
of unequal development which functions inexor- :jth & corresponding, world-wide global strate- ole o ;5 NG > Finc % 140%
aby n the hede of the mparalit world snd AL isoalyt b S TV Y >
| = o ] | B | 3 4 5
does not permit any sequired posltion to Last 1963 and 54 4 biflian i 1966, Petraleum —a%

for wvwr, In comparison with the 1945-50 period,
the principal competitors of American imperia-
lkmm (with the exception of Great Britain) have I

3. Accarding o Harry Magdatt, Armancan impores of

strenglhened, not weakenad, their positions CAMBODIA 7
relative to American imperfalizm. The nter it
imperislist competition is more aciate than
before. There will be no super-imperialism, but
rather & continoal struggle of imperlatist forees
Lo shift the revenue of power in their favour,
Howaver, the battle of inter-imperialist com-
petition = taking place in a new global context:
Eha Inss Lo Capital of a thivd of the world; the
consiant extension of new revolutionary forees
and movements that threaten to wmsl new
cointries away from Capitol. In these conditions,
imter-imperialist competition will dissolve into
inler<imperialist sobldarty before the vital
threats which weigh on the total syvstem. Stalin's
hope of seping the outhreak of new inter-
imperialist wars birns out bo bein valn (assum-
Ing one disregards local con ficts botween various
pawns of lmperfalism in Afrfea, Cvprus, and sls-
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&, The Defence of General Conditions in
the Realisation of Capital

Une of the economis motives appropriate to
American |mperinlism is that of defonding the
caonditions of realieation of invested American SUMATRA
capital whon those conditions seem to bo !
deleriorating, or when theoy ame exposed to
threat. It & precisely in this sense that the coup
o ezl in Guatemals, in defence of the invest-
ments of United Fruit, must be understood; o
the militory misston to Yenezueln defending che
investments of Creole Peteoleam; or the Inter-
vemtlon of the CLA in the milltary coup o eiof
i Brazil in defence of Uniled States Steal Cor-
poration inveetmonts, The same interventlon in
ths military coup d etel in Gresce permitted
America s Litton Industries to make huge
investments of capltal under exceptionally .
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However, it would be false to see this “This nap 'llil'_'ll'.l.Dl'IE-htﬂT.-E.'s with extraordinary vividness the bL‘IHﬂII:I]-E_E-E E".-'Iffem of the competing oil companies.
imperialist intervention in too restrcted a way, way in which the giant international oil eompanies have Expectation is that South East Asia will become the oil
that is as merely the defence of capital already bought South East Asia, and carved it up among them-  3rea of the world in the 1870s. The Dutch already knew
Invested, Additionally, imperialst interventlhon selves. The precious off-shore oil, which could have been Bbout the potential riches of the area in the lafe 1930s
i a question of preserving future vpportunities used to provide the energy and proteins to raise the Despite their self-regarding secrecy, the news leaked out
and volding the danger of a chain resction living standards of the peoples of South East Asia, has  £0 the Americans. This greatly strengthened their
which would menace strong pesitions in one been cynically hawked to the highest bidders, so that ~ 9etermination to have South East Asia at any cost—

counity by events in another,

Forexample, direct investments of American
capital In Saith Vielnam sre very modest. Bul
Lhere are more important (nvestments in Thai-

they mav keep these two cars in the American middle-  eluding wars in Korea and Vietnam. For both Vietnam
class garage on the road. The nil men swarm all over and Korea were key defensive points in protecting
South Fasl Asia today. Singapore, without oil itself but S0outh Fast Asia. Both, incidentally, have also recently

land, and eanaldershly more important ones in the hub of the administrative and servicing side, has been shown to have offshore oil—a fortunate bonus for
Malaysia, in Indonesia and Indla, By intervening almost a hundred oil or vil-velated companies resident e Uniled States of America. Words cannot convey the
with & nounderasevolitionsry war of aggression in its boundaries today. The emplovess demand—and tragedy of all these heroic people who have died in Asia

in the civil war in Vietnain, American imperial- get—all kinds of “amenities”, which violently outrage for their land and their future, murdered by the

ism covers capltalist positions in all the neigh- the loml culture, Bufl the local elites have eause for mercenaries of selfish imperiatistsa whoe cannot imagine
bonuring countries and attempts to presseve ils rejoicing: Singapore makes millions s month from life withoul a Chevrolet or two powered by the of l
future *’—"Pt—"ﬂrtu?J?llc:s In the eastern part '2"1 the providing everyihing the business man wants, Pevtamina, fobbed from the poor of the earth at the point af a gun.
Agan qondnent, Today, the imperialist strategy the Indonesia oil monopoly run by corrupt Gen. The ey year in realising imperialist aims was 1965—

is unavoidably 8 global one. Mecessarily, the
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Sutows, charpes ludicrous fees amanntine o millinne of Whel Amercs invaded Vietnam in focee. and overthrow 1
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SPAIN

Despita the retreat involved by the govarn-
ment in eommuting the death penalty on the
s|x Basque revoluthonaries, the repression
continues in Spain. This is directad particu-
j@rly against the leders who launched a strike
movament in the Basque province the day
atter the verdict. Many of them heve bean
prrsgted,

Thus the government draws the lessons of
the recent events. Sware of the process of
radicalisation taking place amaong broad kayers
of the Spanish cless, it takes adhantage of its
gnly trump cerd, namaely the organisational
weaakness of the workers movemant, I
practises & selectiva repression, simed espe-
clally at the workers vanguard which has
developed with the mobilisations ove
Burgos, thus hindering coordination of the
whaole strike movement.

In Fact, the Franco dictatorship knows
well that that is only @ temporary solution,
The politicisation of the workers struggles as
wall as the instability which lies in the heart
of the regime itsel points towards a dark
future far the Spanish rulirg class.

Franco's “mercy”” and his end of the
year speech

In refation to the crisis of the regime, Franco
wanted 1o present 8 less trogic ploturs of i1

to the population: thus both by his “mercy”
arid in his speech at the end of the year ha
tried o go back to the politics which the
Spanish bourgeoisia hes preached sncs tha
beginning of the 1880s. In other words, to
gontinue to use the “hard” wing 1o get things
ready for the “technocrets” who would
pursug the politics of opening the country to
foreign investment; that doss not prevent the
"hard” politics from coming to the fore
whanever social tensions put in jeopardy the
projects of big business.

Hence the maobilisation of the Falangists
ta give Fasoist sslutes at tha time of tha
recent upheaval was sccormpaniad at the
smie time by & measure of “clemency’, and
Franco's claar atfirmation of the inevitable
integration into the Ewropean and American
mearget

Ini fact, only this blend of politics, resting

after Burgos,

i

This drawing of & flring squad is by an imprisoned Basque militant. |t was smueggled out of
Spain and was first shown on the BBC programime Pamoramas,

on the complemantary natire of the o
wings of tha gowvernment can temporarily
delay the final agony of Francoisn. But tha
picture is not the samees it was at the begin-

ning of the 1960s, sither from the sconmic
point of view or from that of the workers®
gtrupggles, The optimistic panorama offered
by European capitafism at that time has

* the struggle continues

changed unfavourably for Spain. On the
ather hend, the mobilisations over the Burgos
trial ware In many ways a dress rehearsal for
the fairly wide and militant strikes in the
coming months.,

A1 this shows that the crisis of the regime
will cantinue ta gat worse, Therefore the
eonservative Catholics and various reaction-
ary forcas pursse their criticism of “techno-
oratic” ministers and damand to be allowed
1o take part at oned in & ne governman L
It iz obvious that thess forcas behind the
damand for'e governmental reshuffle dan’t
for a moment find an dudience among the
leading circles of the big bourganisie, which
seas itself bettar served by the "Eurcpeans™
than by people wha hive reservations regard-
ing integration into the Common Market,
and about overtures ta the Eastern European
countrigs, It would only be in the last resort,
and with the aim of strengthening its alliance
with other sctors of the bourgesise that
hig business would accept a new political
changa.

The Politicisation of the Workers'
Struggles

The strike taunched in the Basgue prousnoe
the day after the Burges verdict, just like the
continuat oo of this same strike in the face
of the arrest of several of its leaders, is the
clearest example of the degree of radicalisas-
tion that the workers mavement is moving
towarcls,

‘The retreat of the gowermnmoent over the
Burges trialconstitutes 8 first victory over
Francoism ! the Spanish working class, used
i subjection by systernatic blows for so
reany ywears, sees for Heelf today that tha
struggle pays off, and that only this struggle
will ellow it toobtain new victories,

That iswhy wa must antlcipate in the
months 1o come new strike movemants
which, in spite of reprassion, will push far-
wiard the proces of reorganisation in the
wiark ing class,

It is with this parspective in mind that tha
construation of the revalutionary party,
whose absence has bean brought into brosd
daylight with the recent evants, constitutes
the central task towasrds which the ravolutio-
nary extreme keft should work.

Gerardo Farrer

ﬁ

The turning point of Roger Garaudy?

The Turning Point of Socalism,
by Roger Garawdy, Fontana, /-

Garaudy was for many years one of the
leading intalbectuals of the French Communiat
Party, in the best Stalinist wadition, and the
initiator of its recent dialogue with the Church.
He was 8 member of the Central Committes
until 1968 whan e was expelled from it on
aceourt of his opposition to the Party's
attitude to the Crech Invasion-- in particular
he demanded that the Party should use the
pecasion to open a debate on the guestion of
Stalin and the nature of the Soviet Linion. His
increasingly indapendent profouncaments
in the subseguent year finally lod 1o his
expulsion from the Party [tself, the prataxt
being the publication of his book Ths
Turming Point of Soclalizm.

He begins this book with the statement
that " the Interpational communist movemeant
iin a etate of crizsis” and goes on to analysa
its canses and possible solutions. The ded@ye
staga in modern history has now bean reached,
sooording 1o Garaudy, by the conguest of the
thres ‘infinities™ The infinitelr small {atomic
emargy ), the infinitely large {apace expioration’)

e kP

comes cloas to thar of  Baran and Sweezy.
It inzists on the dominant role of monopaly
capital in the American economy. From this
analysis and his initial postulate, Garaudy
deriwes his theory of the new ‘historic bloc'
berween the blue and whita collar woskers,
the latter now cutnumbering the former.
Thit bloc is making démands of a new type,
an example of which is the recent MIT.
technicians strike waged over the meaning

of their week and not gmply economic demands.

He doet not, howoyer, make any sttempt o
discuss the passible influence by the campus
students on the typs af demands made by the
strikars.

Clairing that the specificity of Amencan
soriety is its ‘Trontier' formatian, with the
{ronmtier extended o include South Amerca
eewell.) Saraudy goes on to endorss the
'"Mew Frontier' policy of Kennedy with all

its rarnlfications. Instead of Munecican capitalism

waging wars in Viemam and slsewhare, ke
would weloome g capltalism bent om a wir
againat poverty at ‘nome’ and an industriali-
satiom of the Sauth. Such-a capitalism he

calls ‘purposeful capitaliem”. It is this which
exposes the fragile base of Garaudy's Marstdism.
He cannct qrasp the inherent anarchy of the
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Liniern is only & transitional form of sodiaty
instead of predicting the Scviet masses and
thair ability to carry out a political revelution,
he =il places hiz hapes on a palace rewolution
2 la Khruschew. His amsessment o rather his
cutrilative ignorance does not allow him to
pnderstand the dynamics of the bureancracy
trying to walk the tightrope of sconamic
reforms without undermining the presant
political balanca,

There is & heief discusdon of Duboek-style
reforms, The fact that his attempt to give
more power b the factory mansgers meant
glso upsetting the politeal halance internally
ftoore political fresdom] and externally
(Soviel interests) is hardly discussed. Likewise
his roadal af socialist society, Yugoslavia,
pachanged bureaueratic control of the economy
for control not by workers' souncils, but by
factary and ad miniztrative managets. [n
aralting the Yigosly sducatiomal system
nowhere doas hw mention the Belprada student
strike af 1968 or the criticises of Yugoslay
sardety made by revolutionary Yugoslav
students st that and subsequent dmes (cf. Tha
fed Mole, Vol:1, Ho: 10), He believes that the
high growth of the Yugoslay economy since
1965 [ustyates the thesis that workers control
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bock, the ssction dismusing Feance, that fus
GasimEnt: ", i Communist Pacty in an
sconomically and technalogioally advanced
society cannat adopt the same crganisation form
as thosa very justifishly advaneced by Lenin."
He totally rejects democratic centralism. Obaia-
usly an effect of decades of being a hatchet
man for French Stalinsen. His programme for
tha future iz both utcpian and pathetic
shawing his total bankruptey: ** What can be
done heee and nowr is to press, in the United
States, for a form of capitalizm that bap hurnan
goals: m the Soviet Union, for the democrat-
isation of scaialism; in the Third World far the
dizmowary -ut" new criteria and methods of-
developmeant.™

[5 thiz absierd hope simply & stepping
stone in Garaudy's evolving conscinumagg
on does it represent the last and pathetic

outcry of & Stabiniat-tuened -liberal. &

naw versson of the disilhosicned Stalinists
of the THirties wha tursed to capitalism
fer new hope and prostituted themselres
and thelr “talents’ against Marxism.
Garaudy's evolution has not been as smpls,
but his end will be the same if he coptinues
to maintain his present beliefs,

Faul Fetris



MNew Palish Marxist Vanguard

A factor, of which little ks vet known. is the emer-
genee of a pew revolullonary Marist vanguard in Poland,
Thik has oceurred since the lading of the post- 1956 [fher-
Algation and the reformist illusions inspired by the de
salinlzation, The firsi major sign that & new revalutionary
furrent was developing was the appearance of Kuron and
Modeelewski's open leiler §o the party and Comemuanist
youth organizations of the University of Warsaw

This document was the first rounded Marxist cEithque
of the Bureaucracy 1o appedr In & workers stafe alnce (he
pxinrmination of the Soviet Left Opposition In Stalln'z
purges.

Student Radicolization

In March. LUEH, extensive studen) strikes and dem onsira-
Hons took place in support ol démands for implementation
ol workers democracy and the principles of Marxism.
The protesters at one school issued the following mantfesio
i the workers:

We' students of the Warsaw Polvischnic |nstitute lnforms
¥ou that a sit-in is in progress in our school. Ti i fo ex-
Press our protest agains! wviolations of article 71 of the
constitution |providing for freedom of speech’ which o
yourseives established. We protest because only in condi-
tions of complete democracy can solutions be found fo
pol our . socinlist economy in a healthy condition. In an
atmosphere of distrust, suspleion, and denunciations, ptudy
of economic probléms is Imposaible :

"Long Live the Working (1qss' "

"Long Live Socialism!

"Long Live Democrac!

he students in Wroclaw uemmancled ‘FomEksren

tpelica
ticen & the prinelples of «oseiaiism pod gat #a pty Exrelling
ol itscddenls-for the sake of profeding tegltons o i e

in the leadership.”
The Manifeste of the <tudenis o
gaw onded with the slogidns ©i

af War-
v Foland™ “1 i LaiT

the 17 Hiversil

ng |

Live Sovinlizm! ™ “Hickory W 1l Ahsod v 17at!
In 1868 onehalf of the. Folish populat wits pnider
fwenty years of age The majority are now under iweniy

Under the condiflons «f bureaucrptii dictsiarship, 1
tmpossible o judge how wideiv the inflaence of the stwdent
Fadicalization spread. Buail therr are prounds for Belley i
bhat its expanelon could have been very rapid. The
workers, the contemporaries of the reveltio:
Bould be expected o he hardess hit by the “echaoeratic”
refprmis - thal increased the rosl ol housing and the
el uremplovment
I the spring of

!
ey stydents

A

LHTL apparently, * g new appositing

e new vanguai

| Sympathy Voiced in News Media

wf
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Iowrnal appeared  in Podamd,  fekors, the
Grupa Marksistowskao Hewaluoyn | Hevolutionary Manise
Giroupl In its firs: edjtorial L owrate: "or the flrst time in
E:II:'Iq.ln.'d slice Uketober FUsh an ||1d.‘=’|’_‘\-Ej;|_||_—r|| Marxist p|_||:||_i__
ciation will be cireulated and read

"For the first time i several decades this publicalion will |
be the prodoction of a revadulicnary vanguard, 8 theo-
retical organ, the refllection ol revidationars struggles n

nrgan

Folapd and throughout the weoeld, the nrganizer oF &
et
Iskrg gave this evaluemm ol she mmilgenee of (e Warch

shudent strikes

‘Despite the climate of police repression promoted By &
whole geries ol slresdy  announesd and thise In
preparation, there has teen a veneral political awskening
in HPoland since MMarch. The permanent economie orisia )
of the ‘socializt’ eounities g galvanizing the disconfeni of |

ridls

tive peopie.”

Thig igsue of faboe alsee annoeieed sthe clandest ne pabii-
viiion of an artbele by Leon Trossky on the soetal naoire
of he boreaurraey, "The DSSE in Uie War ™ as the firse
Hiblioteka ®Rewolucyimego Markrizmu 15
Sirary aof Revialutionary Marclam)

of ikw meries

The insurgent workers 'n the Baltle coasi ¢ifies raised |
the same demand for access i hooest and romplete ip-|
formation thai the siodenis raized n 1958 A
[or the workers mssuming real conirol of the =tate and
econoniy  thal helong o them
arises naturally in working-class stroggles. apgalnsi the
hureaucracy, Moreower, It represents a poinl of romeer-
gence between [ntellect sl
expression o achicve minimum peofessional divabie, snd

bt CTTRERE]

nstEnsibly thts demand

workers, who moed freednog of

mamaal workecs vk fo comiprebiemd ovd ooemibal chisie )

e plnitation

I the Pallzh Sorisings, a: inthe Ciechoalowak e Sia-
linfzation of 1285 seglinns f the press seem in
vrer iy e slde of the woarkers, The paper Gles Seezecin-
gl Ie ame example. There are algon peports that Polish
wlevigion shiwed scanes ol demonsteating aorkers tnat
ontradicied the propaganda cF the bareade raey .

churness ol lhe bureaueratie
prdrpagadn maclibi stisrl 0f e upcising andoube]
edly gave an added acitenvss o the workers' demands [or

el LA HSFLE

HE ©rdis ;=".IIIC:L'r"' ay

the [avis.

A New Step Forwaord

Facing ihis fotally eninapiring regime, the Polish warks
ers. wre the first working clazs in Eastern Europe to act
80 clearly ngoainst the by reaucracy as a whole They did
nol Eght in supporl of a buresueratic faciion us the Hun-]'

= - il i 5 .

garlan workers did in 1958 orus the Czechoslovak work-
ers did in l!'.I'EE. They moved against the bureaucracy as
o whole. Having thus demonstrated their power in Inde
pendent action, they are not likely (o accept the leadecahip
of a hureineratic hack like Glerak, especially affer their
disilluzionment with Gomulka.

Maoreover, the Polish workers' rebelllon 18 the fesl anti-
burpnucrane upheaval Lo direct opposition o the rechno-

cratic reform thal has been the bureaucracy's only saolu-
livn 1o ils ever more obvious bankrupicy in the field of
S0 nomic management,

Hy their insurrection, the Folish workers appear o have
inmuguratedd a srhole nes higher stage of anttbureancratic
struggle in Easléern Burope— only months after the bu-
reguceacy had seemingly tolally pacified Crechoslovakia,

After repeaied blows — Yugoslavia. the Berlin uprising,

Poznan and the Polish Ogtoher, the Hongarian revolutlon,

the spliting. away of Ching, Albania, and Rumania, the
incrensing independence of the Western Communisl par-
fies. the Fragoe Spring, and now the uprlalogs in the
Polisk coastal cities —the Soviet buresucracy's political
positon seems on the poinl of being decisively under-:
mined,

The first antiburcaucratic rebelllons in the 19508 oe-
curted al a low ebb of revolufionary siruggle (o the resi
of the world, Today the democeatic fighters in Eostern
Europe con find examples and potential allies all owver
the warld, ;

In the 1950s it was relatively sasy far the capitalisi and
Stalinist prese o disturt the nahire of fhese revols. Today
a new generatlon of pevolutionisls bas appeared all pround
the globe prepared o understand and suppord the strug-
gle for workers democracy o the bureaveratised workers
states,

Im the 19508 there could atlll be Ulusions thal these re
voalts wero directed at the collecthvist sysiem as such, 1y
wos sl possible for some Lo defend The idea that peace
ful evalution could remaove the threat to capitaliam repre
sented by the bureaucratle regimes, or reduce the aniag-
onlam: between the capitalist and noncspitnlist systems,
Today the fundamental drive of the anlibureancratic re
betlions, the revolutionary futire they portend. ls apparent
gven from the ceparts in fhe capitalis! press,

In the for Angeles Times of December 27, for example,
Meal Ascherson wrote: "This was not & 'revoll agalnst
communam,” & national outhreak like the mighty risings
which foll through the hilsiory of Poland, [t i3 ceporled
that the ceowds who stormed the poarty hendouarters at
Cdansk were singing the 'Inernalionale,’ and that is the
Rew”

And su, the must astobe bourgeniz abservers Tound lifile
that was encovraging in the Polish vevali

Prominent Signers of Open Letter to Czech Government
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The relesse of Hugo Blanco i an
inapiring victory for the entire Lafin
American revolutlonary movemenl
Peru's oulstanding revolufionary [ig
ure became famous throughout the
continent for his method of going di-
recily to the peasanis and helping
I.'h{'m“ o organize themselves into pow
erful and militant unions, principally
under slogans demanding recognition
of thelr demoeratic rights, paribeulariy
those associated with a thoroughgoing
agrarian relorm

The freeing of Hugo Blanco is like-
wise” a great victory lot the world
Trotekyis! movement. In court, facing
g desth sentence, Hugo Blaneo pro-
clapimed his adherence to the Fourth
Internafional and emphasized thal the
building of a revolutionary-socialist
party represenied the sey [o winning
pew socialist revolutions in  Latin
America following the Cuban revolu-

thon.

Hugo Blanco's release came a litte
moare than seven and one-half years
after his nrrest. He was held for more
than three years in Arequlpa in =oli
tary confinement. before he was (eral-
Iy brought to trial in Tacna

After being sentenced, Hugo Blanco
was taken o the prison siand of El
Fronthn, notorious for iis brutal con-
ditinns.

In both Arequipa and El Fronbomn,
Hugo Blanco staged various hunger
sirikes in protest against the vilecon
ditions under which he was held, or
with other
whose rights were violated

Captured by the Peruvian military
forees, hunted him down as a
guerrilla fighter in 1964, Hlanco was
fwice threatened wiih judicial murder,

in solidacity prisoners

whi

hig |ife being saved in each inslance
only by & massive campeign of inler
national protesl.

Hugo Blameo grew up in Cureo,
where he saw al first hand the des
perate poyverly of the oppressed In
dian masses who conatitute the major-
ty - of the Peruvian population. From
his youth, he spoke Quechua, the In-
dian lanpuage, as well b= Spanish.

[n the early 1850, Blaneo went o
Argentina, where he shod el agronomy
and worked a= an active unlon mem-
ber in an American-owned meat-pack-
ing plant. When he retuened to Peru,
he helped 0 organize the giant dem
onatrations at the time of the visil of
ihe then Vice-president Hichard Nixon
in 1958. Forced to flee Lima, Hugo
Blameo returned to Cuzen, where he
and his comrades began fo organize
peRsant unions-

[n the upsurge of the Latin-Ameri
con revalutlon inspired by the estab
hishment of m workers state im Cuba,
Huge Blaneo became o legendary fig
ure in Peru, Worklng among the land-
less peasants of the walley of La Can-
vencidn In the Cuzen regiom, he or-
Ennized unions to defemd the cighta
of the landless against the lacenda-
goz (hig landowners L

Blanen translated the Trotekyist
program of maes struggle ln aevor-
dance with Peruvian conditions. In
the winter of 1962 and spring of 19643,
the revolulionary peasant unlons led
hy him engaged |n largescale “rocu
perations” of lands legally held by
the hacesdodos.

The landowners responded with ar
my and police atacks, and In the
ensuing batiles, seweral soldiers were
rilled. Hunled by the military, Blanco
was nidden successfuliy by the pes
anie lrom Movember 1962 untld Mav
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Hugo Rlanco, photographed in Lima soon after his retease, The first thing Bloren did wai

rodemand the releans of Eduada Crewr and ol

Jeer militants il in prison. He then went

on to peaffirm and strest his membership of the Fo urth fnternarional and his undping

belief in revolitiongry Marsumm.

Npira, & correspandent for the Lima
dnily Erpresn, described the peasants’
attitude townrd Blanco:

*Fought by the right, his image dis
forted by prestige due to erronEOUSN
reports about him being & guerrilla
lighter, Injured by the silence, [ not
wabotage, of the teaditional, bureau
crate groups of Communism, extolled
by the FIR ‘Frente de lzquierda Hevo-

luglonario— Front of the Revalutlon-
ary Loeft|, feared and hated by the
unorgankzed yanacomas
bound to personal service to the fand
lords] and the hecendados. admired
by the wnion ranks, Hugo Blanco
looms over the whole South.

"This Is the stralght truth, withoul
falsification, of what this man, who is
i prisvner joday ln Arequipn, means
te the peasanl masses
him eweérything,' say the peasants. In
fact every change in Convencion and
clsewhere in the counity was acoed-
prated due to the danger they saw
in the prasants having no. tope other
than hepe in the revolutionary unlon-
lsm of Bianco,

Indinns

"We awe

"Devotion to Blanco 18 el they
don't dare bring him o lelal. [ am
referring o the wnbonied peasants.
He i our chiel,! they say, . . . And
in every peasani’s home there j8 an
emply bed. Ii's the one that wis wait
ing hopefully for the leader when he
was going around the region orga-
nizing or when he was passing dor-
img the nighl, under the stars. flecing
from the pollee. . . .

"Ti the Plazgn de Armas in Cuzco,
the everlng came, driessed in red, Nam-
'.ng The meeting of the peasanis was
langulshing. The erowd, disclplined,
standing, listened, applauded,
jaughed, or yawned.

"Then a student came formard, . ..
He ook fhe mike and shoured Lo Gae-
chua!

"Causachy companeroe cada, Hipo
Hilaneo .

"The erowd awoke and reeponded
with great shonts:

*'Cousachy, cousarhn, cpusoci.

“'Long lve! Long [ve! Long fve’

I saw lhis cepeated throuwghoui the
South. 3o other name BTOR=es greal-
er fervor among the men. in siriped

ponehes who speak the euphonious
{Hiechua. The shadow of Hugo

"l am mnot exaggerating: the unity
of this sgrarian movement that has
no limits, like ‘an immense ocean.
whether in ideology or comporiment,

which ean just &g well turn peacebul
and cooperative as explode in blood
and gunfire, has, nevertheiess, 8 DAME
that wnites  the peoaple of the moun-
paing and the vallevs, of the haclenda
and the community— Huge Blanco.”

Support for Blanco extended into
the urban working class as well, Be
was demomairated by a wenty-four
hour general atrike demanding his re-
lease that paralyzed the city of Cuico
in December 1963,

The Cuban leaders, even though
they were at variance with his tactical
approach, were well aware of the im-
poriance of his work. In 1963 Che
Guevara said of him:

"Hugo Hianee I8 the head of one
of the guerrilla movements in Peru.
He struggled stubbornly but the re
pression was strong. 1 don't know
what his tactes of struggle sere, bul
his fall does not signily the end of the
movement. [t is only & man that hns
fuller, but the mowvement contimies.”

Hugo Hlanco's standing with the
new revoliotionary generation o Pern
con be judged from the following com-
ments by Héetor Béjar in his book
Pery 1965 Notes on a Guerrilla Ex-
periened

", under the Influence of the lef
in aome instmonces and spontaneously
in others, ihe unionlzation of the peas-
antry broadened from 18368 up O
1962, The highest polnt of this greal
wove, because of the political qualily
of its leaders, was In the valleys of
La Convenclon and Lares and. the
mast outstanding flgure was Huge
Blanco.”

This widespread support for Hugo
Blance proved to he a great cmbor-
rasament (o the Communist party. par-
teularly in view of the fact that the
CF had contributed 1o the defeat of the
pessanl movement by withhaolding ald
because of Blanco's Trotekyist affilia-
tiomn,

Hector Béjar desertbes in hils book
the impeact thai Blanco's movernent
had on the radicalizing  Peruvian
vouth, many of whom had been in-

Trotskyvist milliant This fact pressnted
a serlous problem for the lefl. Hadn'
it been sald for many yeoars that the
Trotekyisls were agents of Ilmperial-

iem? Hadn't it been repeatedly claimed
that Troskyism was s counteerevalu-
tionary curreni? The years of Stalin-
e were nol o the distant past, and
in mny case;, even with the idol of
Stalin fallen, the supreme anathema
against Trotskyism had oot been with-
drawn by anyvone; it remained in full
farce.

"Thia, on the one hand, Un the other,
the leflt s & whale did not become
ineprporated lato the peasant
struggle. It directed the organizativny
‘from mbove,' advised the unions, sent
organizers temporarily into the feld,
but Il did Aot lead ‘from within® the
way Blanco did,

"Un the one band, it still exisding
poditical prejodices prevented it from
giving Blanes the collaborafion he
merited, Cn the other hand, ity inerlia
kepl it Jocked within the old urban
molds.”

fally

Hugo Blanco and twenty-eight other
peasant organizers were broughl to
irinl before a milltary court on Au-
gust 30, 1966, Prior fo the frad, ness-
papers reported that the proseeutor
would ask lor a tweny-five-year sen-
fence and tsal the judges would lo-
creass the sentence to death,

Bui although the irial was held ln
the Hny, isoialed village of Tacna,
Blancn's supporiers were able to mo-
bilize sufficient public aflention 1o stay
the hands of the execufioners. The
military judges rejectead thelr legal ad-
viser's recommendation of the death
penalty and sentenced Hugo Blanco
e bwenby-five vears' confinemert Lo the
laland prison of Kl Frooton.

Mot eonteni with this savage sen-
tence, Peru’s rulers soon made o sec-
and  attermpt to place Hugo Blance
hefare & firlng squad. When his Law-
ver appenled the sentence o e Su.
preme  Military Courl in MNovember
the prosecutor also appealed, asking
ithe court 1o order Blanco's execution

For the next eleven montha, the new
slutionery leader’s Jife hingetl oo the
oputcome of the international campaige
in his defense. Demonairations, reso
futions, appeals were launched aroune
the world—Jupan, France, Canada
the United Steies. Belgium, England
Beotland, Greeve, [aly, Chile, Sweden
West Germany, MNigeria, lodia, Mexl
co, Argenting, as well as in Peru

Blanco recelved the supporn of Am
nesty International, Jean-Faul Sartre
Berirand ' Russell. the Chilean MI1
Mowimiento de [zgulerdn Hewolucion
arig— Movement of the Revolulionars
Left, Labour members of parlismen
in England, the Québer Federation o
Labor, the Itallan Genernl Confedera
tion of Labor, the Walloon Workern
party, and numerous other organiza
thone and individwals.

In Mew Yaork, nearly 404 parctic
panis in the Socialisl Scholams Con
feremce signed o petition dem anding
Banneaty.

Bhorily thereafler, the Unbted State
Commite: for Justice fo Latln Areri
can Pollieal FPrisoners [USLA] wa
organized, USLA took onan lhcreas
ingly larger rale In the defemee o
Blapeo, and afler Peruvian Presiden
Fernpndo Relaonde Terry ylelded o
the international pressure and pecmil
ted the Bupreme Mililary Court o con
firm Blanco's origingl sentence in Ch
tober 1967, USLA continued the carm
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Dur Mole reporter went to the TUC “demonsira-
lion™ apningl the Bill at the Roval Albert Hall
fast- week, oxpecting to be bored out of his
mind and to cateh up on some sleep. In the
event I wis quite o jolly evening to start with,
though the natives gol restiess towards the end
when they realised they oo had gone there
wilbroul jusl causs.

We started off with some lovely community
hymb-singing as people found thelr way Lo their
seita [ supposs they were worried about an
Ibrox Park disaster as people fell over them-
salves [o hear the gospel. In any event Billy
Graham would have loved it This emotiomal
eoftening-up wont through some really nice
working class classics, songs of struggle, such as
“Down al the Old Boll and Bush™, “Toot, toot
tookse goodbye™. And, just In s people wers
fepling a little apprehensive sbout being jailed
under the Tories, we had “When vou're gmiling,
voui'me abeays emiling, the whole world smiles
with you”. Ther's nothing ke a bit of inter-
nationalism to give o werm roay glow. And after
the Generl Councll members had taken their
seats, behind the massed ranks of chrysanthe-
mums, we had the strains of “When the Salnts
go Mazschin® In™.

But desplie thess desperate attempts to
ensure that & pocd time would be had by all,
there wat no euphoria when our compere for
the wvening, Lord Pilkington of Cooper, took
his place st the pulpit. Given that most of the
people present were trade union officlals, guests
of the TUC, or just plain stupid to have gone
there anyway, what followed was memarkahle,
From {he beginning the air was punctuated by
eries of “Kill the BHl" and “General Sirike
Now™. Don't believe the bullshit sbout handfuls
of people. No handful of people could overcoms
the microphones and fill the Albert Hall with
eotistruetive eriticlsm. Of the 6,000 present an
extimated half refrained from giving any applavas
to Wilson or Feather, snd of those some hun
dmeds were opposing the platform in an active
fashion.

Wilson's sppch was 8 spiriled defence of
Donovan and on atteck on “those one or twa
of you who have to eome to jeer and are not
trades unionists anyway’ . Ope speech wes
recolved with massive applause: thal of Bill
Wedderbum, industrial law expert, who was
clearly the onty one on the platform o fully
utiderstand the Bill. He distinguished himself
from the others by calling for & socialist sociely
{which brought the howse down ) and eontrasted
with Feather whao bemaanad the 1osz of the
“social revolution" that had takea place under
Labour, Wedderburn did not make n spesch.

He just explained, and for that be got mpturous
npplovss after 8 respectful hearing, Feather
ofter & few jokes was scarcely audible as peopbe
began o vachbe Eheir seats for the comfort of
publie houses. He could dimly be heard reciting
the borrors of life under the Torles and brought
i the emeshing news that the numbers of ald
nge penginners have increased slnee the defeal of
Labour,

There were some brghter spols, Ena Sharples
broupght a messape of solidarity from Coronation
Strept. Of course, Bessle Braddock s dead and,
think God, no one eould reploce her, but the
friendly socialists at Granada aflowed our Ena Lo
tape & message and bor ugly mug bo be blown
up tbousands of times on a giant screen, Amwd at
one point we had a8 vlaltation, Lord Citrine came

back from the desd. Once again the lights were
killed and a searchlight (luminated hiz VIP box
where he stood, silverhaired, looking ke an
ambassador walting to be kidnapped. His recor-
ded wobee told us how the Bill would have to be
drastically amended if it was to be at all work-
able. And a3 the Gghis came up again, be dls
appeared., He left his chauffeur outside.

o)

VOUNG LIBERAL SACEET BY CHARITY
FORANTEAPARTHED RESEARCH
Donglas Marchant, international Secretary of
- the Younrg Liberal moverent and g Viee-
| Chirman of Pbey Youag $ibersls, way
E recerHy sackand from kis fob ax Youtk Offfcer
Jor the Voluntary Commities on (hverseas
| Aid and Development (VOAD
e had recently Been doing research into the
- pofitical implications of the Cabors Bav dumn
| shene in Southern Africe. He received o letter
| fram Mr, F. Lees, the General Secretary of
| VEOAR, explaining that this tvpe of wark
“irfrinped Charity laws ™ and a5 g reselt hiy
REFVICET WEPRe fo toneer regired. e, Marohure i

Aid, UNA, Freedomt from Hunper, etc, The
Chairman of Freedom from Hunper is SirGilbert
Kennie, o former Govemaor-Creneral of Rhadesis,

Ar g meering of acnvisis fo divcuss e sock-
ing, Mr. Marchant said, "T have no dowbi thai
fiee peason behing wp sacking war the ffndings
of my research inte the Cabora Bassa dam
scheme ahd the disclosre of the extent of
imvoiverment of Brifish companies. There are
people ivolved in these charliies who stard o
main from fhe perpetuation of Apariheid. They
dio mold wamt the public to know the detatls of
fhe toheme pnd 05 role [ preserving the whire
minortty regimes in South Africa and the Poriue
el lerrlfories in Soultkern Africa,

“Alvhocgh o will be difffeuly ar T o longer
have the resources [ had ar VOOAB, § shall con-
firiee iy research, §Rope to piebiish o pemphiet
o the soheme i the near ffaee.

Graham Tope, Chairmar of Souwth East ¥oL.s
commeriied, “Thie vickows and wn foir sgcking ie
a1 exgrtpe of the grovang vicrinusation of
activizts imicdved iy the Ani-Apertheid calize,
The firctr that thin type of rescarch was pare of
Dougias v work makes me wonder if thiy iz the
stari of @ campeign fo remove palifically con-
seioia peopie from Charty posiz ™

o

OXFORD WOMEN CLEANERS STRIKE TDO
Mot twio manths after the strike at the Board of
Trads buildings which led to the formation of
the Claoners Action Group by May Hobbs and
other militants {reported in Fed Mode ro, 13 by
Linda Fryd of London Socialist Waman Group),
women claaners went on sirike in the Pressed
Steal factory in Dudford, They came out on
January 15t In support of 2 £4 pay claim, aftar
the manmgemant had offered them precisely 5/-.

Like the London women, Fressed Steal
clesners ars employed through a contractor—in
this case London snd Home Counties. Pressad
Steel Fishar first brought the contractors in
some years ago when the women began to
crganizs imto the TEGWL The first firm they
used attempted to get away with reducing weages
paid from 5/2%d to 3/6d per hour. 100% undon
isation was organisad to combat this. Bat the
cleaners still get only £6 5s for a 20-hour wesk
an evening shift. And negotistion on their
behalf by the union has not always brought
banafits: like the occasion tero vears ago when 2
e contract was sioned for fewwer women—that
iz, the union allowed the managemeant 1o sack
some warkers. Instead of the original 120, 95
wioman are now employed at Prossed Steal,

The present Pressed Steel contract was due
for review this year. In Octobar, it was discov-
ared that at Morris's Britith Levland wara
employing woman directly at £10 Sa. for & 20-
hour week. At both Pressed Steal and BMC
[BMC is contracted at the same rate through
Cleanwell, a5 it pays British Leyland to use
comipeting firma], the women putin a demand
tar parity. The contrector reporied that British
Leyland "souldn’t” pay more than their 5/~
offer on the contract. The contractors of
course cauldn’t give up any of their reke-in—
somam of thesa firms are known to get only 20068
of what gnﬁi to the women! {though BL is
presamed 10 drive a harder bargain than thath,
And of course we all fesl for Stakes & Co. facing
8 hard winter aftéis making only £4 million
profit last yaar. —The fact is that without the
contract system British Leviand would have to
pay |t clesners basic enginesring rates, which
of course it dosan’t want to do.

Tha Prassad Steel cleansrs” strike has hald
solid and despite their isolation they votsd on
January d4th and Janusry 11th to continoe the
strikn. Ona reason for thelr isolation hes bean
the acceptance of a tero-vear desl by tha BMC
woneen, Under this deal they are limited for the
whale period to 8 30/- rise over a year. Thay are
bound by & “flaxibility and mobility"” agresment
under which they can be moved saround and
doubled up 5t the will of the mansgement,

They have alse sgresd to “natursl wastage™ —a
foncy term for permitting the bosses to lay of f
warkers. The pressures on women workers to

¥iTike ofticinl, S0 TET TNE WOmen are recening
ne strike pay: a fairky obviow metnce of dis-
erimination against women workers, the cas
for a strike being 5o clear-cut. Mareover, the
union nagotiator hes reduced thair elaim from
£d to £2 10s,

What is desperately needed for the success of
the strike s support from other workars, In the
case of London, Moy Hobbs said they would
novar have got 5o far without help, and in
Oictord as well support is urgently needed, So
far in Ouxford not nearly enough has been done.

Inside Pressod Stasl, the only gesture of soli-
darity so far has been the refusal of ather TRG
workors to handle refuse bags put around by the
mansgemant, The strikers hope that othar
workers will eome out when the place gats unfit
to wark in. This action s & halp, but it is not
encugh. Mare urgent steps are nesdad. Most
important of all the strike must be made official
&t orrce, IF the T.U. afficials do not hurry to
take action, then that only shenws tha greater
urgency of building Trade Union Councils of
Action to help gain support for woman and any
other workers in struggla.

But the Oxford strikers need support
NOW. Messages of support to: Mrs. Phyllis
Jones, 20 Merlin Road, Blackbird Leys,
Oxford.

o
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EVENTS

WMONDAYS: Birmingham Hed Circse, 7.30 pom, The
Blnck Swarn, Bromsgrove Street, Digbeth,
WEDMNESDA'YS: Swaflord Red Circle, B p.m, Dog &
Partridge, South Wi,

THLURSDAYE: Glasgow Hed Corcle, .30 pom, Christiam

Institubs, Bothws|l Strest,

JAMUARY 19ch: Lafr Forum, Commencal Hotel,
Bathgate, 7.30 p.m—""Why Socialism”, Fraa il araf
poasibia,

JANUARY 20th: University of Canterbury Sacialisg
Socisty, Robin Blasbyrn on "Tha Death of the Mew
Lafs™, 8 p.m,

JANUARY 20th: Chelmaford, Mid-Emax Tech! Tarig
Ali or Resolutionary Socislism, 1.350 pom,

JAMUARY 23rd: “Teachers and tho industrial Rela-
tions Wil Speakers: Jos Flach, Dupcen Haelles, 2 pom
Mutta Hall, Jockeys Flalds, W.C.1. Organised by
"Education Taday B Tomorrow'™ B "Aank & Filo™,

JAMUARY ZErh: Gorky's “The Mother”. Filme-show
by Londan Socialist Woman Group. 8 g, at Chalsa
Paly, Manras Rosd (bheanfirrmed, so check by ringing
B74 7407]. Entranoe 3i-, proceeds 0 night-cksnara
il

FEBRUARY Ind: London Socialist Wamaen Graiip
pubdie rmaating: “¥hat does part-time work do for
women ™ Discussion introduced by Jew Pavier, B pm
Gdang 1 pilih, Pentarwille Raad icorner Curmming
Streatl, {King's X or Angall,

FEERUARY Tidth: & Sed Hole Forwr, Devid MoLal-
lan wlfl fntraduce & digcdssion an Marx"s CrruHadie,

extracts from which will be soon be appearing in oo
farm. Time & ¢hee of mearing va ba snnounced hasar.

MARCH Bch: "Women Unite™ demonstratlion for 4
dernars Ecqual Pay Maow Fres 29-hour Mursaey Faci-
litied: Expnial Education B Job Opportunities: Fres
Cortraceptian & Abortion on Demand. Assmmbles
1.3, Speaxers Corner. Rally Trafalgr Sguane, 4 pom.
Proision tar ehikbeen, Contect: March Gth Ad Hoo
Commities, oo 23 Baalbec Rosd, London M.E, ring
01- R 3511,

MAaRCH 28th: Doy Samindr an "Social Caus=es & Con-

CADE’S
COLUMN
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THE TRUTH WILL OUT, SOMETIMES!

“In the thousands of yaars we've inhabited these
idands, wa've confined ourselves to 2 mars 200
of thair tatal ares,

“Thirt's one.oore.out of sy five. Even so. a
couple of problerms which the Industrial Revolu-
tion brought in its wake have yet to be-solved.

“Namely thosd A pollution and urban
squalour. OF to-pert ix the impolite way, filth and
rottan housing.

"It's the rotten housing conditions wideh
concern the majorty of us

“Out of 18% mijllion dwellings in thid coonmy
nearly 2 milllon are totally unfit for habeetan.

Mot surprising therefore thet & large saction
af the public ks atking what is being done to
scdve thia problem. "

One eould be forgiven for esmuming that the
above war a bit of soclalist propaganda dasigned

!'to disprove the racialists” lie shout overcrowding.
They wiould be wrong, howavar=—it i§ an extract
from the Mational Press, placed by the “Building
Societies Association” of Park Strest, W.1.

The very paople who have amassed thousands
of millions of poundt by battening on the
hausing problam.

o
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SHITHOUEE OF THE FEAR

Moy Feleriewers Aave seen the kind fece and
heard the Romely valcs of the workers” champ
dowt, Mr, Vicwwr Grayson, Kefr Hardie Ferthar,
tor hie friends ploin Vie Feather, pererad secre
fary of the TIC

Linfarfunately too few panple Enow him in
e Fealy -:Jg Tl wrd batlifY. A famiifv of
Somer are EFiCio fram a ed cotlage
avmed by Fic Fearher. -

Mr. Ernest Rogers, 46, his wife and two
yonrg deughters were given g ronth s netle: in
Octaber, Then Mr. Rowers, whe worked ax o
poulfrymn for g Mr. fimamond, o firmer, war
declzred redundant. The cotlsye feased by Mr.
Harirond went with the job.

Mr. Bopers, 7 former member of the ETT
ated the Bollermmakers Union, is refusing o
waceie Hia crtrags,

The Jeudal barom T.UL leader Vie Feafher
Fas wrireen fo Mr, Ropers seving, "7 sorry for
the position you find pourself in. The only
arpgrgernent Fhave aloul the tenancy is with
Mr. Hemmond and when the lase is gy
ﬂewﬂerm:i-:z srirmber of our family 5 wWaithng o
R R

e day bt bhe notoo-disiant fonire, Shit-
house fFeather, the militeny repoliitionery
workers " movement will eFict voee from the post
VM-S0 a8y proRiT e,

Footnote: For socidlive withing to help fight
the evicton, the cotluge i v Fitchmapsh,
Norihants

e
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REDISTRIBITTION

It was rycunlly reported from Cordoba, Argen
tina, a four-rwan guerrlla group held up a lomy
with 2,400 hattles of fresh milk and gave tham
all wway in & nearhy poot aelghbourhood.

THERE'S MOMNEY M MUCEK

Mothing aver escapes the profit-seekers. Brokers
Myars 8 Co. beilava the shares of Fisans, the
fertiliger-to-drugs group, should be bought st
thair prasent laval of J2.

Profis 1or me (85T yesr shonbd corms ot
4 little better at £5 400,000, The Myesrs fren
rackomn, and they say £8,400,000 could bean
the cards far 1971,

The men and women who work in Fison
Fertiliser Factories suffer sbomineble conditions
at notional average wages, With the £3,000,000
increase in profits forecast, thay have every rlight
to demand a B0 wage Feraase,

— T
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The Final Crisis of the Zionist ""Left”

A new stage in an old contest. Conflicting
lovalties to two flags—the banners of
class and of nation—taar at the hearts of
many who are drawn to the new Left
upsurge of today, yet are still exposed to
nationalist propaganda. This battle of
sympathies resounds nowhere so fiercely
as in the anwious and tortured theses of
the Zionist “laft"". Scorched through by
this clash of inner identities, the best
elements to be found inside the modern,
uitra-nationalist Zionist movement—
mainly younger idealists with real con-
sciences—develop doubts, fears as to the
direction lsrael is taking. Made awara of
the Palestinian Arabs’ bitter struggle, con-

Zionisnrs
Red Flags

wai the Bund, the Jewish Sccialist Party a
specifically Jawish sactor of the wides labour
mowemant in Rusla, proposing Jawish auto
namy in & cultural, not a gecgraphical, snse—
“In tha Bund’s programme, we do not find
sutonamitrn “per 32" it is neither districtism’
nor territorialism,. bat national -cultural autono-
mism®’, & The Bunds nationalism, rejected by
the Balsheviks, led the Party 1o alllanoe with
tha Menshaviks and final collapse in 1819, largs
numbers of its members going cver 1o the
internationalism of the Bolshevlk Revolution.
Howevar, 15 qeneral invohement with the
Russian working class aned its opposition to
Zionist emigration o Palesting hid (el rheir
matk . Only when the 8 nd had gone and Sealin
riled the Soviet Lnioneould the kit Zionists
makn majar inroads. Above all, threa of their
leadars fashioned the new programme—Lest-

scious of imperialist financial and political sehinsky, Borashoy, Syricin. Thay producad the

investment in the Zionist state, these
youth constitute a specific and restlass
faction within the Zionist cause. Seeking
to combine both patriotism and humani-
tarian and socialist ideals, thair confusion
lmayves them suspended high in mid-air,
over the yawning gulf between Zionism
and internationalism, in an era when the

basic idealogy ofil=ft Zionism—prakss for the
ichesly of proletarian internationalism as the

ultimate ohjactive, but until after the * 'matioral”™

stage o building & strong Jewish stata in Pabes
ting, The  theoryof stages" today, as when
flest tarmutlzted, maans, in strict order of peiorl-
thi_.'

1. The achievernan: of a Jewish State based on

vigwpoint of the official Zionist lesdership of
eday, a porfect thaory 1o bring eritical, rebel-
ftous Jewish youth back into tha Zionist fold.
And a fine “socialist'” shield to thweart the
attacks of tha revolutionary Left, since sucialisn
is ciearly written into the agsnda—""in the snc”

Revolutionary |magery

This happ caincidance of q;ﬂ[ﬂm l'.E!'n!EEﬂ'IhI
rlghtwing utabhﬁmn:md ruling tha Imnh:t
mavemant and the “Marxist” left Zionists, 83 -
the immediste task of defending the national -
homeland bafars ull other considerations, i4 the
inavitable ronsequance of ;:m':ﬂrfg natianal
waboes first; more than a l:mr;,l after Man;
bt the firstaf many bridges betweer the
wiw k ing clags Gy Emants in lﬂ]{fl'ﬂﬂ'l ﬂﬂm
and contingrts. Thi resdtant mﬂ’fumn Wi
many sigiie s Frummltman YOURNE dews -
sk ing @ solution in any helpiul theory or pom-
promise, Just how conweniant this is to the
Finnigt lasders is olaarly indicated by the con:
siderable and incressing crop of “left’” Zionkt
cormmittees and publications mushrooming in
recant years. Apparently not troubled by finen-
clal probharms, new maua:ﬂnﬂ erd propaganda
appanr, ditfering on many points but absolutely
wnitad o tha sacrosanctity of the moclusively
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nate the Middle East, such o peace sattlemant |:
the ideal assertion of the 'smeius gue’ of con-
guest snd cccupation. A& strangely rapid conyer-
sion to pacifisn from those who, in the ame
bweath, salute anti-&rab guesrillas in tha Sudan-
and claim, in the ssme publications, to comtdng
that pacifigm in the Middle Esstern contaxt with
ardant praiss of grast revclutionary figuras,
applauding Che Guevara oF Lenin's “ruthless
:Eurmlnuﬂ'nn'“h the struggle against capitalism
-and reaction. 8

, The Last Stage
"H"-rumwmnnw Mg-' of stages' hes irarileal:

3 _.1',.|.Tnima H:w:tagg.mfur Zionism, a5 intan-

e, but fr the Zionist “loft” itself, Refusing

tummmlnin Iﬂmml-ﬂvlm settlers’
state, !hwm mdm:ﬁ:l’h-a mara laft cover far

Ty =fhﬂ anmt in ~Tal Bwiv, |t is the last role

 thay can play. The reléntlass exposure of the
reallties nlenﬂtml Iﬂ' the onfolding drama in
the Middla East hits at @ @ yitals, The Israeli
veto an the projected ﬁnhﬁmﬂnn peace visit to
Cairo, the official plan to-wettle 2E0 Jewish
families in Hebran, led l;-n'!;ﬂu firstwiolent pro-
tests by lsraali youth on Bth. April1970.
Sections of the Zionist “lefr split sway, to-
wards incraasingly mFrrunt possitions, Zion lsm,

advancing Arab Revolution has forged a majority of Jawish popalation_in the "spirk
powerful forces on the Left now confron  tusl™ homeland, Palestinn,

ting imperialism and its local adherents 7. Class struggle within thar State, hm.n-.na
in the Arab world. What is the reaction Jewish working class and Jewish ﬂﬁﬁ.ﬂh‘!s.

Jmwlsh state in Palesting, Teeming with Marxist  which catled to its ranks the Jewish survivors of
and revolutionary lanpuage and quotations, thay Nazj infamy, ﬂlﬂ“ﬁlﬁ'ﬂﬁfﬂﬂﬂmwsllﬂn
raprasent the only left opposition known tday  and persecn tion, and:gave them militarism and
which meets with the applause and l1.1||-,ﬂ'ltl:|:m.l'L war in P{mﬁffﬂﬁ'ﬁw mht 2

of the Zionist establishment to this fer-
ment amongst thelr youth?

A Weapon Against the Left

Of necessity, Zionizm as the nationalist move
ment of the Jewish prople; operates organisa-
tionally in the many souniries whers sizeabls
Jewizh communities exigt. This permits con
siderabde insight into the palitical developmeant
of different continents, awider experiancs and
outlook than thoss shared h other reactionary
nationalisms in the modern wosld. Long before
tha 1967 war in the Middle East shed light on
the tragic conseguences entalled in the logic of
Zianist colonisation, one perceptive Zlonist
statesman warnad “The Zionist movement is no
longer revolutionary, at beast in fi8 presentation.
In order 1o secure the lovalty of the more
idealistic alemants of the second gameration . . .
this is 2 very important consideration,” ' The
lesgon was not lost, & “left” sectlon @lresdy
axisted within the Zionist movement —tha old
“Mapam” party and its youth groups, |=reali
Communist Party mambsars within the Lot
framework, dissldent intellectusls and acs
damics, cartain Jewish student unions and
groupings, Mow they would conveniently play
& new robe, as a butfer against the antl-Zionism

of the revolutionary Left internationally, “Some §

delegates are likehy to point out that prﬂ-ﬂ.r&h
propaganda, which has pinpointed [srael as a
bastion of imperialism and reactionary ideclo-

achivy sociplism,

It means, o immediste terms, an outright
assault on internationalism. 1t is & valiiabls
weapan in the Fionis ATTTICHTY.

MNationalism First

In their attacks on the revalationary laft, modern
et Flonists draw frequently an Borochas, @
He was clearer than his successors &8 to the im-
plications of his theories—""11 is fal=: fo acoapt
the widespread fallacy which claims that the
prolatarist has no relation with the national
weelth and tharefore also has no natlonal
fealings and interests | . . Let us forget the flip-
pant and dangerous conceptions aboit this
question weeally entertained by tha progressive
elements , . . As long as the national workplace
is ot secure, the natiosal problem owershadows
thie labsour problam. And as long as the workers
of a given nation Fave not yvet made their place
of ermployment secure, tha probifem of work is
of far greater importance i them than tha
issues of the clas struggle.”” B The red flag is
lecked in tha broom-cupboard for the foreseg-
abrla future, Meamwhile, the naticnal Hag is
Flown fram the highest masthead. From the

gies, hes made some headway among the general

public and particularly among youth. Greatar
emphasls on the social achievements of [srael
and on the positive side of her policy and the
stronger dentification of Zionism with socially
progressive trends could belance the pichura
painted by pro-Arab propagandisi”, wiote a
vary sympathetic raporter at the Britsh Zionist
Federation's last annual conference.  The
entire history of the Zionist laft suits this nesy
function.

Roots of the Conflict

B socializt-inelined faction has exised within
the Zionist causa almost fom its foundation,
and weas bound o do w3, The founders of Zion-
i5m BoUEhl reruits amongst the bitterly-
oppressed Jewish mimoritias in Esstarn Europa,
the focue of Jewish life at the dewn of -the
cantury, Their wery misery, however, wirlded
these minorities into a deep solidasi ty with tha
advancing working-clas movemants adeocning
social ravalution in their towns and cities. With
tha virtual eruption of idess and thearles trig
qered by tha growth of socialist consciousness
generaily, the Jewich ghettoes became the ssane
of intense dabate betwean dozans of factions

agement of the right wing It purpofizto
challenge. Fes from being sttacked by the
leading Eionists, the fatur welcome them,
kniowing that “I1 s furthermore not to be -
urderestimated that In many parts of the.
wioeld it is the Tesctionary, natinnaliss groaps
which have become the !pl;r'lﬂﬂﬂ- and admirers
of lsrael, whereas large parts of the m'l:lqrﬁsflm

world have became disappointed and antagonis s

te to lwasl. 9 It iz simple to outline tha “left"’
Zionists' principal themes in their verbal wer
afainst the real Lafe:

1. Zioniam iz a “national liberation movemant™
soenahows akin to tha Vietmamesse MLF, or to
Black Power i the USA, 7 Mext to tha blatant
and concrata links betwaen tersal and imperial-
ism, this soungds a little thin—""Tha si:-day war
gave some solid sconomic gains to lsrasl, The
victory brought an exire 3300 million of owar
taap capitel irvestmant, mainly from the United
States, so that the 1867 capdtal infiow reeched
a record STHO million™ stated the Times Susl-
aegs e on 27th March 1988. A most onusual
struggla for anti-imperialist lbaration)

2. Paace, before all ather considerations, is o
“socialist priority’, @ Ag lsraeli arms now domi-

-yl-p an the rad banners now seized from its
I:-u!sh:,' ‘Hmr rlghﬂi.ﬂ ﬁum_g r:n ﬂ:ﬁmﬁ-tlr}

2. Fianist WFairs corrsspondun ai the Jewink Chror-
Sy, 3ed Apell 1970,

3. W, Medem, theoratician ai the Burd, from Meenty
Yrars io Medem's Deatk, poblished New York, 1543,
4. Anexample i found in Slorisd Ie Chiesrian, &
typemlly poor throretical” pamphiet, produwoed by
the mow defunc: Vet Thonist “Ad Hoe Comvmiltne
fiwr Prooe in the iddle East™ n London.

E. Dk Bor Borochow, The Setiong! (vesnon ord ihe
Clres Srnepple, weiten 190608, A sedection of his
wagays wak paablizghed undar the sams it in New
Yark, 1937,

6. DOv. Mahum Goddmann, The Feivee of femel, pub
lished in the LS. journal Soreler Ay, isus ol
April 10,

7. Point Mo 1 in the platform of the variges ' graal-
Palaiting Cormnitmmes” atopind in Virton, Bslgium, on
2nd Mowvember 1884,

8. Hasdling in Co-Fxivterce, issue ra. 2, journal of
the “jeft™ Ziomist Yourg Maparm grop ia Britain,

8, Ihid, pp, 4 {Sudan and B (Lenin ).
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