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BRITISH CAPITALISM AND EUROPE

The attempt by British capitalism to enter the
European Economic Community has reached
i news stage. Undoubtedly the recant Inter-
national monetary erisis played a part in
shifting the attitudes of the French in particular
and gaining partizl agresments on some of the
disputed terms. No one shauld be surprisad if
the arginial terms demanded by the British are
substantially modified or abandoned. The
British ruling class is in 8 hurry: as far as it is
concerned entry into the Common Market is &
make or break busingss,

The attitude that the labour movement takes
1o the Common Market is crucial for the
success of the manosuwre. The function of
peaple like Wilson to the bourgesisie is to
deliver the working class at the appropriate
mament ta the bourgeoisie in support of what-
gver policy they decide on. During his term of
office Witson was one of the enthusiastic
supporters of big capital’s Eurapaan ambitions,
His equivocations now do not represant a change
of heart. They simphy reflect the divisinns
within the Labour Party itself, In fact, emtry
into the Common Market is radicsfly opposad to
the immediate material and the elass interests
of the abour movement.

The pro Common market MPs include the
mast power ful right wing members of the
shadow cabinet led by Jenkins, Crosland and
Hualey. They argue that “the caves of social
democracy, warld peace and economic advance
i both the developed and underdeveloped
countries would be strengthened”” by entry.
Their socialist rhetoric however conceals a
palicy which can only lead tn a severs set
back for the labour movement.

A eounterlist of 119 MPs published in
Teibune hung their opposition raund a hoow
af Commons motion which read ...this House
balieves that entry into the European Com-
munity on the terms so far envissged would be
aguinst the interests of the country™, What
their position kecks it & prain of socialing
e epponton. To oppome the Common
Warket solely on “economi st” terms of the
st ol Bving and to talk in terms of the
imtarests of the country rather thao the work-
g class misses the whisle point of the capitalist
ohen's strategy. It plays into the hands of
matisnalist flagwavers and undermines workers
International co-operation both nowe snd in
tha future,

A CAPITALIST SOLUTION TD CAPITALIST
FROBLEMS

The EEC isa capitalist solution to capitalist
poblems. It is & response to an intensification
of the cancentration and centralistion of
Capital under the rapid capitaist EXpansion

since 1945, and the increased level of pene-
tration of US capital in Europe. Today the
costs of imvestment are so huge that they
cannot be fimanced within the confines of the
national state. The anly way that the Europaan
boargeoisies can meet the challange of
American imperialism is by the interpanatration
of capital an 3 European scale. If that process
were 1o be successfully accomplished a super-
national European state would begin 1o take
shape. Howewer, the nationalisms of the varigus
Eurnpean bourgenisies cantinually threaten to
thwart this process . Now that the lang boom
years have ended this threat losms larger still,
The next period will be the test of the
Common Market.

THE BRITISH BOURGEDISIE AND THE
MARKET.

The British bourgeaisie itself does not have 8
COmMman inteérest in going (nto the market,

For many small firms it will undoubtedly mean
liguidation. The competitivamss of the average
sized firm is at present very much in doubt
As has recently been demonstrated the rate of
profit has fallzn from 7.9% in 1968 to 3.2% in
1968, a decrease unparalleled in Europe. For
thess capitalists the attack on the working
class through the reduction of the power of
the trade unions, cuts in social services, wage
freezes ete assumes a paramount impartance,
The Tory Government will be able to maintain
the unity of the bourgesis camp just s lang
a5 it can sustain a successful attack an the
warking cass. If it fails, then the fears of some
sections of the capitalist class conld develop
mito 8 movement of oppasition to the Common
Marhet. The ideological expression nf this
tendency is already to hand in the shape of
Enoch Powell.

The hankruptey of the Labour Left lies in
the fact that they conceal this essential process.
A principled socialist position is always basad
on the independant interests of the working
elass. |n this situation we neither support the
batkward-petty bourgeais who fear entry —

that would he a utopian protest against the
nature of capital itself - nor do we back the
by bourgeoisie in their entry attempts, We
fight to raise the consciousness of the work-
ing clas by advancing positions based on its
independant interests.

The Trade Union Ieadership are duivncating
on the Common Market just as they equivoc-
ated on the trade union legislation, It is not
the ohjective conditions that have been re-
ponsitile for a lack of socialist internationalism
in Europe byt a failure on the part of the
bureaucratically led labour movement to live
up to (15 responsibilities.

It is somotimes argued that entry to the
Common Market by abolishing national
Frontiers will automatically bead to a rise in
the consciousnes of the working class. We
should he aware of this type of argument,
Waorking class conscigusness will only be
raised through independent strugghe. 1f the
only alternative posed against the EEC is
the purely nationalist solution offered by the
labour left national prejudices could be re-
inforced rather than weakened, & struggle to
demaocratise the organized labour movement
in the spirit of socialist internationalism
st in the end be the answet to equipping
the warking class to combat the supernational
COTpOrations

FOR A SDCIALIST ANSWER

The sxtension of the struggle ageinst the
antiworking class policies of the Tory Govern-
ment et an international level is the found -
gtion of a socislist snswer. The reesnt Ford
etrike showed the trend of working class
strupgle against intermational companies
What wee should coll for in the trade unions
is for a generalisation and systematic orgenisation
of international finhs batveeen workers in
different countries battfing against the same
companizs. The co-ardination of wages policy
Afainst international companies is 8 minimum
step to destroy the international wage differen-
tials within the companies. At the same time
we have to demand an international congress
of workers' delegates to work out strategy
far combating the capitalist offensive inter-
nationally.

Above and beyand these tasks there is
the guestion of giving int2rmationalism a real
political expression. Here the building of

revolutionary parties and a revolutionary intar-
mational are crucial tashs, The formation of
this revolutionary vanguard i a priority if

the objective apportunities for overthrawing
Euvropean capitalism which will come preciszaly
45 & result of its attempt to reconstruct a
continental capitalist ecanomy, are not to be
missed. The more clogely the economies of
Eurspe became integrated, the more thess
upsurges in the class stropyle take on an
international character, and the more it will

be necessary to respond successively in BVarY
country to the situation.

The question of British entry into the
Comman Market has been on the agenda of
European capitalism for more then ten years
now. Whatever the urgency with which the
Taory government is trying to pet into the EEC,
it cannot be stressed enough that the British
bourgenisie has approached the question with
great reluctance. Faced with a declining
market for its exports in the ‘Commomveatth®
Eritish imperialism i forced to face itz indus-
trial competitiors in Europe including the
Commaon Market countries, The specific
features of the present stuge of inter-imperialist
competition leave British capital no choiee
but to seek g solution in the EEC if it hopes
to remain as an independent eompetitor in
world capitalism. This is the dilemma of
British imperialism and its outcome is by no
means a foregane conclusion,

Every hesitation and divisian within the
capitalist cliss gan weaken its chance of
success. Since the existence of the EEC national
capitalist rivalries have more than once
threatened tu break up the market. IWhat
stops them from breaking outin a bitter
strupggle is the alternative: a defeat at the
hands af the Enropean working class,

Every obstacle the workers can place in
their way—by defeating the trade wnion
legislation, the attempt to cut back wages,
and the cuts in Bving standard; by throwi
this Tory govermment out of office: by huild-
ing international working class C0-0pératinng
based on a perspective of joint strugple against
Eurapean capital; by giving life to g truly
revelutionary socialist international—is not
only & major step Lowards overthrowing
cipitadism in Britain, but also a step towards
raalising that victory in the Socialist United
States of Europe,

Beny domenh

NO THE COMMUNE IS NO

e w'est guun debod: continuons le combat. *
(This ix only the beginning, keep up the
struggle). That was the message which thundersd
out of France in May 1958, lia confident
rybthm and defiance set the pulse of the cwtire
miemational bourgenide ricing.

Now, jusl three years later that ecy is tnken
up again by 35,000 Ewropean militanis, re-
grouped. arganised determined. The occadan
was the 100tk Anniversnry of the thar first
‘Bepinning”, thar firer taste of workers' power,
The Paris Commune.

The demonstration und the meeting before
it was organised by the militants of ihe Ligue
Communiste [the french section of the Fourth
Internationall and called in conjonction with
Lutte Guvriere. This demonsiration of such
size militancy and discipline come ar 3 moest
apt codlj unclure—in the middle of the Benauld
strike and gecupation. {2ee the article nn
Kennult in this lssue Cor o move detalled ex-
posure of the French CP. and its partial dis
imiegration). It was a visible sign of an accebarai-
iy process o France during the past veonr and a
half —the growrh of che Ligue at the ox pense
of the PCF,

MNearly 3,008 militants poured into Paris
freem the French provinces. Frery bus bad been
stopped ot least ones: by cthe police A thousand
mare from the Ewropean seactions of the
Fourth [nternstionnl swelled the march mnd
gave it o druly intermalicnalist charseter.

The French bourgeoisie afd the French © P,
both did their wtemost oo the one hand o
create difficulties for the organisers, on ths
other to try te discredit the aims wnd re-
volutionry evedentials of the militancs In (be
eves of the muassey,

The French C.P. for imstance had earlier

leatlered every house on the route of the
march sdvisimg the inhabitans io tock and
balt their doors because on Sunday a gang of
hoodlums would poss cher way smashisg
windaows and nssnulting old people.

Instend, the march passed aff withiout
incident, without nne arrest, Dne thowusan:d
“Bervice d'Drdre” (stewards), helmeted nnd
urmed, protecied the rowie of the march
from a threslened fascist commter demonsiation,
possible apent-provocalears, and the police, We
v er Saw ofe policemuon the whole afternoon
(though they were there in thowsands'n
conpls of streeta buck From the route.

As Tor the inhabitante of Belleville; not a
irmce of hostility or fearfulness The Britizh
delegstion could hordly believe their eves,
bt fior the Fromeh tooii was o pleasant
qur price Loosee the countless fisls caised. the
cheers and entlmsiasm ol the inhohitapts of
Bellewille

The mnrch, which took twe hours 1o pass
n piven padnt. waound theouph those sireeis
whete the Communacds made (eir lost stand
nnd down o Le Mur des Federes (the wall of
the Federaks, where the Insl resisters were
stk by the thowmeamd ).

THE ROLE OF LE MONOE,

The bourgecss paper of France, Le Monde,
reported Lthe whole weekend very ex (ensdvely nnd
aobjectively. They eriticiied the PCF for not
differentlating bedween the Ligue and sioilar
oegaisations nnd some erackpal anarchises
wha went on 0 cat-biiming binge in the Latin
CQroarter after belny relused entry to flhe Sa0r-
doy evening's meeting. But most infucaling
for the PCF, Le Monde devoted bt den lines
{“Fust tew! " sereamed L'Homanite the next
day) te report 0 festival of same 10,000

iy =
peaple oppanised by the two newspopers of che
Young Cootemuniss.

But all this was not done becaise Le Monde
loves Trotsk ylats. It crevded the pocfect
oppoctunity for the Stalinizis to padnt Lheir
finpers nnd cry in L' Humanite T he United
Front af Prowyosi-Fauver-Krivine & o class

fromd” [Prowmeost and Fauwvel sre editors of
Lo Fimges and Fe Monde respectively. Ya'vine

e R

is a lesding milivane of D Ligue Comgauwisre )
The amnlgams of the “30% hegin again.

Memicors Prowvost ond Fawver can chuckle

ul the imitind success of Lheir divisive tactles

Nt amid eeic smiles mod the Sislinisd sereame

we will comdinee (o remember: Never rus(

the bourgecdsie; never trust the bureaucracy

either.

— 1 =




| -

Elmvan yaars sgb we muds the 1.‘.!||E"|'i:'-|]_
anabyzit of the international sconmic fitustion

In the e of declining capitaleem the State n
fored worth @ choior betwesn crisis and inflation
It cannot avoad one without making the other
waorse, Thus the moderating influsnce of the
State ower the ecostormic cyele is prosentad with
an lmserreoun hls obsiacle the capacity of

LY PEbnlncy wbach by defindtan o i
et o Lrme.  The contradacion beteesn The
dofler & B anticychc metrurnent asd the doblar
% & monry Of account on the worbd market has
become insuperable, "’

Events hive not contradicted this analyvss. |t
gxpresses a dilemmea that most bourgeos con-
maniators on the presant monetarny crisis do not
el ssam able to understand,

The Permanent Crisis of the monetary syitem

The international monetary system which was
sat up at Bretton Woods at the and of the second
World War is maw i state of almost permaneni
crigis The first Blows fell on the pound sterlinn
than on the Franch frenewhile the dollar itsalf
ssirrriod out of danger, because of US qold zales,
Thiz tima, haweser, tha dollar itself has besn
dragged into the storm. The “daollar standaed”™
camdemned By Some 853 permancont dealn so
tha richas of capitalist Europe has not even
lagtedd oo vears.

Bourganis experts an this side of the &tlantic
peretend to befigve that the US balencs of poy
ments deficit i at the roat of all the evil, 1F only
the LS would put its howss in order, scervthing
weould ba for the best n the best of all possibie
weorlde What the falwmly naive protagonists ol
this thaory ovarlook is that i 17980 with -
recard military budeet snd a 6% rats of
monetary inflation, 25% of the productiva
apparatus was ldle, They forpat, in other wards
thit the roots of tha evil are not 1o be found in
inflation but in the internasl contradictions of
the caplitalist system.  The absurd scrvival of
private owsnership of the masns of production
and the commodity charsctar ol prodocts
maans that thess products cannot resch “owery
last consumes” wnlgss they are sald and furthar.
more snld at a prica which realizes the average
rmata of profit for their owner.,

This inflation iz in the last snalysis nothing
miors than the result of this permanant ifllness
wohich is rotiing away the Foundaticons of decli-
ning capitatism: tha wider snd widar divergence
Detwesn the productive cepacity of sociaty and
tha buvying powesr of the workars, The
forrmidable pyremid of infletion was erecied
(well befare the Vietnarm war which nsly
acceferated its growthl in order 10 bridge this

-

Karf Bchiller with the Presidant of the Bundesbeng  Kar! Klasen

ploved i the US The EBEuropesn ankers advise
Washington to siop the infiation but where
wiulbd the Europesn capitalin sconomy be i
thete were 12 oo 15 million unempioyed in the
sy

Mo less naive howeser grg those on tha other
gide of the Atlantic who pretend notto undes-
grang gl these domestic upsets They consoie
thermseives by thinkmg that "' just 8 questitn
of speculation.” HesllyT In a socety which is
based pn private property and thus on compe
tition, the richiwhather thoy are businessman,
benkers industrialists or landlords) will get rid
of any monay which systernatically depreciates.
The dalblar is inocrisis not onlby bacause itis
dopreciating bt above all because it is depreci-
ating faster tham any other currenoy | lor & star
the Deutschimark andd the Swiss frans). 115 not
speculation but the unegual rates of inflaticn
which have brought aboat the break-up of the
system of likad exchange rites st ugp at Sretton
W s,

The rmost remark akde aspect of the whaola
affair is that the mualtinational comgpanies, that
s s all the gian! Smerican corporaliong
which hava many firme abroad, are the main
avthard of this recent spaculation. |t is the
American copitalists wwho are speoulating against
the pound just as it was the British capitalists
whe speoulated against the pound five years ago.
Capital quite clearly has anby ana allagianca :to
the maximum profit made in the quickest
pedsikale tima,

They are facling both teamsabees 6nd
their public hecause they she only ane part ol
a reslity which iz based on the insurrmountablie
dilermma ortlined abewe,

Wast Garmany's supramacy will not stay
uneonteated

Toehay the German Fegdieral Hepubslae has an
absolutely preatar guantity of exchange restries
than the LS, The sgrgational rebieth of Wast
Serman imperiafism fo a dommant pasition in
cepitafist Europe, which tha rolp of the Bonn
catrinat during the last monetasy cricis already
damonstrated, s today openly declared, Garman
bankers decided all on their cwin to devalue 1he
deliarthat's the degpar significance of las:
weak s rrisis The Tact that they can play God
gl o~ their tven, tha Fact that they can carry it
thirough:that’s how much things hive changed
in the capitalist world in the Lt six yaars.

But their victary is hardly rosssuring for the
capitaliats beyvond the Rhine. They have Failed
toget thair associstes in Listla Evrope’ fo
azhipvs monetary consslidation, Even the past
Gaullists are saving a.Lttie too latethat it

...... e e e el R i, e -

whera Britain counterbalances West Germany
than a “'Little Europe” under the constant grip
of Franklurt and the Rubr, This i the most
svere orisss the Common Market has knawn.
T plany for monetary and indusirial
imtagretion -which wwas 1o allow the crestion of
# Eurcnean currenay taking owar from sterling
and, wio knows, maybe ako the dollar, &8 an
internations ressnde Surrency-Spems seriously
cormpr o]

Im the maneétery aiarm going on, &t this very
initial staqe reached in European capital inter-
panetration, each monetéry criss starts off

alaEsic reactinonsof scred eqgoism ™ eo
characteristic of regimas of private praperty,
e il cuata again wwhat we wrote, this tima
iry THEE:

“If inflatior, as long as it remalng moderate,
nod incormputiBle with the more or lass normal
functioning of monopaly capitalism  in tha
main irmperialist countries, 10 incrssingly
prowokes 8 srious cnsis in the intermational
manetary systermn throwgh the inflation aof the
international rasanse currencies. Thisis the
stae that bhas now opsned o the history ol
nac-capitakism. The impanalist powears will
search for and apply partial remedieg, sach
raflecting besides the dasive 1o reform the
system itself, particular intarasts at each
specifie stage. Inf lateon il will net ks
halted™

I e Freneh capitallsts whea Bad already
prafitad from tha devaluation of the franc to

DOLLAR IS GETTING WEAKER Ernest Mandel

batter their postion on the market-above all

in Germarey-hope 1o enlarge their outlets yet
again, thanks to the fixing of the perity of tha
franc. This is a shortsighted calculation. The
purlicy af monetary stahibsation desidied by

the Bonn cakvinat-through pressure from the
banks-righ s Lurming sl @ recesaon in Garmny_
&nd a Garman racassion Mesns not an expan-
sion of French esparts But 3 decline,

“THE WORKERS MUST PAY "

The whole stabilizing manoeusremuch more
fragile than in Autumn 68 and B2 has basically
cne aim:to makea the  working class, especially
the American and West German working class
pay far the costs of the stroggle against
inflaticn: But inflation ig the causs and not tha
cansgquenco of wage dermands, although thess
are taken & the privilems=] targets of the
“stahilizars”. Cn this point at leest the Mixan
administretion, and the regimes of Pompidou,
Husath and Professor Schillar are unanimausly
agread: ' The Uniens must moderate their
dermands”

The monetary origis eombined with 8 sericus
shom inig chowvn of pconamic grenvththres maj.::.r
cupdtadist countrias ara in recession nowthe
U5SA, Grest Britain and lraly, and & fourth,
Japan, is drawing clocar], narrowes down the
roam: for manoeuyre of “social conciliators™.
Hence the cpen attack on the right to strike in
Grast Britain. Henee the scarcely veiled threats
at a similar gtrack in the US. In Garmany the
social democratic leaders will go cn the offensive
in the naxt few wasks, in arder tn “bring 1o
reasan’” the trade unionist who is caught
betvearen oo fires: the "maderating” prassure
fram Bonn and “radicelizing™ prassure fram the
baselwildoat and token strikes in Autemn §9
and Hutuinn AO)

It s wsrful to keap in mind that the
Tunctioning of the capitalist economy is not a
simple result of auvtomatic mechanisms. The
class struggle and the revoluticnary strugple
plfect its course. The eritit it not just @ result of
tha axhaustion of ressnas or the growing
Intermal contradictions of the system. 1t also e
flacts tha haradic strugale of the Vietnamess
rmasies which has cost imperialism tens of
thousands of millions of dollars, 1t also reflect
the resolutionary upsurge of May 68 in France,
Italy’s hot autumn, the wildcat strikes in Ger-
many and throughout much of Europs; the
groaving militancy of British workers throughout
1970, it reflects an aconomic and social systam
wihoss very foundations are challenged maore and
more.

The long period of neo eapltalist axpandion and
prosperity is over, Thin cows are replacing fat
ones And if fat cows souldn't stop May 68 thin
cowns will have & faw othar surprises in store for
us. "The worker will pay?™" But the westarn
working class is not preparcd o pay. 1t's not
demigralised. 1t hasn't suffersd big defeats The
decling of the dollar apens the road ro an
increase in the strugoles of the working class,
including the American warking class. Tha
worsaning intarngtional monetary criss iz a
serlous invitation to oppose the intarnational
strupgls of the workers to the international
speculation of capital.
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COATES, VISHINSKY AND RED MOLE

Deesr Cormrade,

On the Bth March 1971 the Red Mole pub-
lished & story, which it had invenled, claiming
thet The Spokesman, of which [ am adilor, was
“reputed to be™ the “martage-broker™ between
“decrepit reformism and senile stalinism™, in the
shape of a "more or less formal merger between
Triberer und the Morming Srar™

I protested that this story was untrue,

Mow, in the zsue of Bth April, the aditor of
the Red Mole, after publishing my chort letter
of protest, far from retracling and apologlsing,
offen o “reply™ seven or more times longer than
my complaint, which repeats the ariginal slan-
den and descends to even deaper lovels al
dishonesty and misrepresentation

The reply it headed *“The Proletarian Revo-
lution and our old friend Coptsky ™ by useof
widch subtle rubric, with characteristic modesty,
the Reod Morle polemicist implies not only that
be sces me as the inhentor of the old German
socal-democral, but also that e & himsel the
suthentic reincarnation of Lenin. Which of
these identifications i= the more amusing may
be left w the reader to decide.

The Mole s editorislist goes on 1o deny that
be ever accused The Spakesmon of being
“engaged in the technicalities™ of a merper
between the Moring Siar and Tribung, bii
“merely implicd” that “the politics™ of The
Spokesman aimel to-produce that effect, Ta
paraphirase very slightly, the arpument runs
“The Spokssmun has never been actually proved
B0 have adminietersd ground-glass 10 the rice-
puddings in the works canteen, but since iis
Poltics are & they are, obfecrively it is guilty of
posdiing the workers™. The List time | was
tried im such 3 way (You're puilty ] of course,
slthough we Know you're Ffar too wicked to aver
furve 2ciually dome anvthing wrong) it was by
the old-guard right-wing oF the Lubour Party,
hesded by Sars Barker. But the style does have
s fode-runness in Bossian hsiory: ot in the
wark of Lenin, but in that of Andrei Vishinsky,
The fiest point that Vishinsky always made was
that his victims, whatever they hod donz or
fatled 1o do, were objeciively very wicked
ke

What is the objective state of the case? | have,
i fact, written several arficles in The Spokes-
muen gnd elsewhers. urging a fight Tor (e formal
ending of all bansand proscriptions in the
Lsbour Party, [ have appealed for the afiliation
of aff tendencies of socialist opinion to that
party. In doing so, T have not only named as
relevant the communist party, butl alio, quite
specifically, the Soctlist Labour League. the
International Socialists, and the Intematianal
Marxists, My appeal has, in short, been for the
right of svery tendency 1o participate, with full
rights, openly and unimpeded, in the affaivs of
the Labour Party. To represent this nppeal as a
eall for a Tubon betwean the communists aad
the Labioar Left is not only crooked but stupid.
Even in the Med Mole remaing totally disinterested
in the raising of the bans and proseriptions, the
existence of the Socalisl Labour Leapue, which
15 greatly more serious in its arganisation and
considerably more numersus in its membership
than i the [M.G., prarantess that at least ons
miajor Trotekyist grouping would benefit Meom
SLCCEss in such a campaign. And this means that
the victory of the campuign | proposed eould net
hmve the effects supgosted in the Red Mok at
all: 1'm sorry, comrade Vishinsky, bul “ohjec-
tively™ things ure otherwise than vou clxm.

Inatend of discussing the politica of this issue,
and the fight to npen up the Tabour Party to s
serious atlempt at socialisc development, the
Fed Mode puts up s smokescrzen of invective
aginsl anvone who secks o raise thess jsees

When it comes to analvsing my ean witings,
this prevaricalion beeomes visible. My formula-
ticns about the meaning of “revelution™, for
instance, combains pothing whatever that could
nol be found in ar leastz dozen key statements
of the Socialist Workers' Party, io the United
States, froan The lime of the ssoond aarld war
onwards. My article in the Lisrenar (published
in fuil in the Facizlizt Leader] sivs nothing that
I ded mot say, just as explicitly, in my eszay in
Towerds Socielism, once praised by many of
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the Mele's contribulors, and now wliowed (o po
aut of print because its editors appear to be
ashamed, not of whal | wrole, but of whal they
wrate thamselver But the Mols guotation from
my article docs me the favour of omitting a fow
lines, which are themselves quite revealing: what
| really wrode in the Listener included the
fullowing words deliberutely left out of the
Muoie's mehagh:

“We have insisted from the beginning that
people cannid be “thcked ™" or monipuluted intoe
exercising greatet dernocracy, but that they
must develop, themsalves, both the individual
| Feonfidence and the collective authorip
which con eneble them ro fesive upon the changes
which are necessury.”

Mod only dods commrads Vishinsky quote
selactively, but he also resorts to 3 famous
device: that of amalgem. In this case, he quotss
a long extract from a lerter by Ken Flzet, who
is a left-wing Cathelic, as if this automaticully
representad my o view. This letter said,
amangst other things, that the majonity of IWC
mnembers were nol merists, No more they ore.
Dioes the Ked Mode really think that all che
hundreds of thowsands of TEOWU membaors
alfilinted to the 'WC are “marxists"™? Would the
Hed Male have the IWEC reject their membership
witeil thay comfommad? In Get, the [WE makes its
o policies without benefit of the help of the
Red Male, and it unites people of many tenden-
cizx, wha ars able to work topether for mitsd
purposes, and to discuss general issues in o
Mrarermal way.

Finally, the Bed Mole scoffs af my ¢laim that
none of the liberal eriteria of democracy would
he invalid if the media were self-manaped in 2
selfmanaping seciety, These criteriz wers
admirably expressed during the English Revalu-
tion by John Milton, in Arecpasiiioa Which of
them, precisaly, i ivalid in 2 soctalist socieny?

Of course, Comeads Vishinsky isn't terribly
keen on democracy anywhers, eave alone o the
press. But hasn't the Red Maole, forall ils
developing narrowness, a wider view than that?
Doesn"t socialism offec wider freedorms than
|_:;|F|1I::,1|'isr|'|':' IT it dosst’r, then yon can connt me
out. More important and more decisive, vou
can count the working clags out, too.

Yours fraternally,

Ken Coatas

REPLY TOHKEN COATES

It is grrod 1o see Ken Coares back on form agarn
—wlny i1 4 that e can find @ clear and forceizil
tfyle dn replving ro the Red Mole which seems
guite to esoape im when e iy replving he
Charles Winrowr, editor af the Evening Stan-
dard it the pages o) the Listener? Hur if the
sbivle of Cowles "arvacks on the Def¥ Fas ¢ clarify
ard force missing from s edtaoks an Hhe
Hight, the mme cannar be sald for the political
confent,

Readers ' memmores of whal we originall)y
vrete abour Ken Cowies may have been ol
b Conies” yebseguend glosras gnd BFerrela-
feang, 5o Rere it izl
Afrar peporiing e rumowred prodwciion Heup
benween the Morning Star o Tribune, we
potited our rhat the wider strafegy way "

[formal application by the CF o affiflals oo

ke Lalour Porey. Mareigge-broker for the
alliance of decrepi! refirmism and senlls
Sralinizm i1 reputad fa be aone other thaw The
Spokesmun rapezine which wie helleve s
soma cosnecian with ¢ Mr. Ken Confexof
Mogsinghgm "

Wiy iz a! tieke frere 15 tie pofiticel fine pur-
snieed by Cempran dn thie THC, fthe Spokesman, ond
f hiz fetters do the bodirgenis press W pre
cerfainly ageiit bans oo proscrprions of the
Leff openated By ohe Labawr Perey and we
Aever crificiied Cowler argeoreen! for fnng
thewn, Mawe that Cogtes iRERTons if, we wasdd
profet gt char the Labour Paroy Rag from i
fnoepiton woughs o exclude revodiboaary
Marxices and the Bursguchels wha fuoee siwa)'s
controlled i are wlikely fo charge THEir mumd'z
ar the Bohost of Cootes and R friends. Owly o

FErO Oy M MCIEIReNT af wrkeny
wartld Fre alele o Bread (iy bureaucrgiic grip,
aricd sl g moveRtent migh! fave morg Wrgear
rasks te cowfrond, Perhaprs (7 05 heesiene fie
kews thal revolutiomaries do ner fast loag i
the Fabour Parcy thar Coates haz e suocessiudly
wought 1o yied Ry resaletiomnory past. Be
s if ey, Coades st axpeet fo be fudged on
iy public statemenis and actions. For some
fiane o fhese iave Dipled that there can be
somie porrllarrentory poad fo socladism—it i of
conirse precisely chis ilfusion wiich wunles the
Labour Left and the Cormmunisr Parip. {F
Cogres does mor balieve in the Parligmerntory
poed, pirer it i5 very curioeus that e does oz
sqy 50 gnece e astures iy e does not believe
that people an "be ‘trioked " or manipuleied
Iite exercising groufer democmcy ', Chie af the
moat devinve dividing lines bebween revolutio-
nary Marcinty amd all varleries of veformist and
rewizionisr in the knowledee that the beetdogrions
af bowrgecis democrcy, heamse ey excluds
the maszey by their very notre and wre smifed-
dhed e b copivallsl gtate apparatuz, canrnol be
dized by the working olass io bring about the
franaifbon fo sockelives. To ermncinate fexelf
an all opprested grovups the workers smuse
clesirry the hotiow democracy of e hour
geoiie and estaklivh o dictalorship of the profe
torrat based on aawers or oo urcils of woerker
and alf other-oppresied and exploited groups,
it whieh the Bourgeols concepiion of politics.
with s sepaeation fom evervdey B aned ey
clivision of cxecufive and degiclative is com-
pletely ravscsnded. OF coirse ravolutiongrics
canmal sl lgnore bourgeois parfiameniary
instircions and whers ey sl dosgnete the
polifteg! consciousness of the mumses they
shnieledd by prepared frwasrk within them ro
expuke them -but they should make it clear
tht thix s precizely what they are dothp.
Cialas " racent proncunderen’s completely
fack dieis clarites thar i wiy we drew: aizeniion
fo thewy Onee the parliamentery mogd o Socia-
Uz has been embraced, i i3 perfectly logical
i rafional to encowrage closer Unks batween
the Labonr Leftand the Communiz: Poriy, end
o promare the batver v effilisrion 1o the Labeour
FPrrpy, Our belicf that thiv iy whar the Spokes-
man and TR are engeeed i derives purely from
a seruiny af whar they sap g do, of whois
fhe tovalee god whom they exelude, af whom
they fatter and whom e more Suecfin
serliny sugEests thar Cogler prefers aztablivhed
Bereguerars end s Rengers-on fo mast mcve-
ments No doult thix & ong of the few poines
on winich Cowrdes will find Rirewelf in agreemient
wirh e Socialiet Lalaur Leggies consider that
bagh withdrewr seppdrd frong e Victagm
Sefidarity Crmpaien ax it develaped fnfoa
srlitgredly o i-imperialise mrays morement of
youth, consider thaf doh ferlehivtioelly repaed
the Ladowr Porvy gy still the exseniial political
expression af the working clas, ok soeoiirgee
fhvestons alour the Tabonr Lefi ard the possibi-
fitiez of @ Lobowr government commitied
sopdalier, madicies. However whan I conres (o the
Commrudad st Pariy and ite rode (v Brivivh vorking
cfosz politios, Coaler ar best murinuss @ few
diteraet pazeprvations whitle the SLE soreams
sectarige gidoe, What i lookine ie borh iy a
privcipled and comradely dehate wich those
e yers of adfwnced workers wihic are PiiTuenced
by the Commtise Partp

{2 cochepr gquessions raised by Coates fuse
zame brief conents.

A Dyoes Coarer really heficvg fur g progduciion
e Bgvween Tribune and the Morning Sear i
coriparalie to adultaring che Hee prekfing in
the works canfeen with ground plass? Sownds fo
uf miore ke sdulterating rice pudding with roe
Prcdalieg,

2Tt ds gt the Red Mobe whe her smalgremated
Ken Pleer with the FWC nar was 1 W0 relipiong
Uleiis wig Wk gerstoveng et rather ex officio

stadements fke the folmeifg:

U The IWC) Influence vo fir ab 0 et
expresses (itelf theough the catalihed orgmiis
giary af the Lafowr Movemeane, Tt ix the funciior
of these bodiss fo carry workers control o
gffectand the fstitute furs o wish f s

these funetions '

Cheite simply shivisa hewraval of the groar
Poencial of the workers coniraf marement oy
g fircus for the devalopraeny af & rgss mave-
meertd o The s peditans workers rather than
g paper coalinion of esrebilthed organiaiions
o the Lebowr moverens " thet £ s o
Devame,

I One Kberat principie thar any sociafize Faso-
Tutiean woidd Rave f0 vlalate fs that af the
smciiny of private properiy—if Coatas doadss
the centraliry of thiz dme b closvieal Bberal
politieal philosephy he should st By ool
ing C & -MocPherson s “The Politioel Theory
of Posvescive fndividhiaiism ™' or even resd womme
Sy Loalka

4 The Red Mol editor who eantalburad fo
Towards Socialism gavres wy thee far from
Deing auaeed of RS estap 0 that vl hie
It plenring to republisi I withowr substeriiva
alrergiiang

A fs there no trace of the araimam teckalgus -
i Craras "reraarks on e supposed iaram
af "Comrade Vishingo! ™7 Rowld, for gepmple,
Commede Fishingky fave publiched Cogtas”
lefrars!

&, Far from Capnon agresing with Cogles’
Foard g atitide o the Labour Party here is
wiliar e weore el i i Fob 1048 g hiy
reporlon Blecrimm Policy to the National
Crmetee of e SR

“But then the queation s raised - the foicd
that the question is ramed shows some confu-
siom an the question of the Labir Par
comrades ask: “Well. what is the British Labed
Party?™ T o jusdgs it by composition alenz, wo
must say it is 8 workera’ paroy” for in s
squarely hased on the trade union movement
of Gread Brituin. But this dedgnation “warkers’
party’ must be put in quotacion ks as soon
A% we examme Lhe prosram and practice of the
purty. T be sure. the farmal progmm and the
holiday speeches of the leaders mutter some-
thing abroul socialism, et in pracocs the Brinsh
Labvor Party 15 the goveming party ot British
Imperialism. It is the strongesr pillar upholding
this edifize. Thal makes it o bourpeois party in
the cesence of the matter, doesa 'l (17 And sines
1914, buven't we always congidersd the Social
Democratle Partes of Furope as bourpeots
partiess |

O feeedamen ol attituds towards such
partizs is the zame a5 our aftitedes towards a
bourgeois party of the classical tvpe . - . that is
an atricide of irreconcilable oppositicn. Bur the
compasition af such parties give them o cortain
distinelive character which enables, and even
requires. us o make 2 differanl fecriosd approach
o thern, If chey are composed of worlas and
ewen mcre, i they are tased on the trade unions
and subject to their control, we affer o make 5
uriced frons with them for a conceebe strorsle
against the vapitalist, with the aim of promn.
ing our program of: ‘clags againat cluss”, We try
to passh thern into class actions agoinst the
bourgeoisie. But we donol paint chent a3
genuine organs of the sarking elass in the poli-
tical senge. That would be u preat miszake . ..
[amphasis in original]

Az thiv exchange is clparly overpilfing rhe
ixarerpaclence colinns of the Mole ond sy
rawe e cloged i ffese prages, we would bie
R o pnEape Coages in g pubdic disonssion
ol fhe polifical saves favolved or continue 5
weritfen debare (n the pares of e over

“hraad i " Spokesman,



STEEL . THE BACKYARD FURNACES OF BRITISH CAPITALISM

1. Nationalsation & Capitalism

With the axception of Labour's attempls to
nationalise the steal industry in 1950, the bour-
menisie va naver sarioushy opposed nationali-
eaticn measures. The recent nationa leation of
Holls Hoyes, though in part a rather smart
“lagal™ manoeuvre to deprive Lockheed al any
compiny to claim compénsation against foliowm-
ing the decision to end the REB211, [Hustranes
wery clEarly that nationalisation movas ara anly
made against companias of industries thet are

in savarad economic difficalties and which are
fy langer profitabie for the boumeaisie to run
But their nacassity 1o the physical structure of
capltal refmaing, hence nationalisation is
imvariably followed by inteasiva investment
programmas financed by the taxpayers’ momey.
itk bestefits to capdial than accrue: costly
techmical developments are undertaken by the
State and then handed out 1o private capital,
prices of nationalissd products ar sarvices arg
stabyilised! becauss they are fived cutside of the
frae market arena, revitalised parts of state
property arg thrown onto the market at a later
date, and 5o on, Matloaalisation, for from
arodding the power of the bourgeoisie, actually
eondgolidare i1, The bulk of nationalisation has
occarred in either the i nfrastructure”™ {raiboays
roEd Erangport, saoma airline sarvicas) or in basic
fuels [coal, electricity, gas). Stability of price
#red production in thes sctors provide 5 stabrle
base on which bourgeces procdoction as a whole
san rast, and frees the bourgaoisia from the
burdan of sectore that Bawee teveloped actus
problems of profitability

When Labour nationalised sieel in 1950,
however, the bourgeaisie did not wish (o give it
up e the stote hald it nominally for only &
vear. The postwar reconstruction and armarments
b and later the consumer boom of the '50s
created peofitability in meel, 3 profivabiliny that
conoexled the fact that siesl was doomsd the
mipment The oo slackensd off

2. The Backwardness of Britith Steal

The output of stsel s clearly dependant on
the rate of investment in the other sactors of
capiisl iz, the volume of new machinery
regierad 17 ihe sconaeny B & wiobs wackens
Fomth, & ot ded 8t the begenong of the
uETE, TN o reee e T Becn e
suparflusos. Siesl production therefore plum-
mats and profits plummat even Fastor bacaurse
i. The high cost of overheacs romains flced
2. Private steel firms  board a skilfed labour
force even in limes of recesston, and 3. Large
amounts of capital are standing idle. The
altermative is 1o contlinus production and
‘dumgi’ the product abroad. Linfortunatedy
tor British Steel, Britain's share of the werld
markat hiad shrunk so rapidly in the face of
U'S", dapanees, and European competitian
that this apticn was not open.

The nationalization thet tookplacs in
186E/67 wat not total nationalization, The
dritish Stael Corporaticn acauirad the Bl of
Paaay steal production with same share'in
cormpanies predusing more profitabile steals
i2.0. stainiess steal] or engeged in processing
{20, cartain anginearing concernal as wall as
ome outright takaovers in three areas. 10 was in
thw traditiongl heawy steel production that the
situation was most criticel. This was the tach:
nical base of the stesl industry, which had ot
Been radically overhauled for decadas, Unlike
tha stmel plant in Europe or Japan, it hed not
aen physically dastroved dusing tha War. This
physical destrustion proved sdvantageousin
that fresh capital implemeanted the most moderrn
techniguas | for example, oxygan plent instead
of ald high cost apen Pernacash and new econn.
mies of seale. Consistently high rates of capite-
lieation during the 505 are reflested in the
griveeth of productivicy per man hour and in
tatal putput of ateel, In these countries.

Tha profitatdlity of the steal industry in the
Bocm pericd prompted tha Tories to desaltiona
lise in 18581, This was (o prove catastrophic for
British cepitalism over tha long-ter . A privataly-
owened stael industiy with a backward sachnical
base with production fregmented betwesr o host
af “small” firms, producing “small™ quantities
of steel, with no incentive or means ta invest in
wrhstantial quantities of sew pland, all this
provided an inadeguate price basis for British
cepitalism facing increasingly stiff cormptition
frarm other imparialisms Mot anly has 3«iain
been unabde 1o export steal in significant
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guantities but its axports generally have baen
urdercut by impesialisms whosa steal base in
partizular can prodoace more steel, mare guickiy,
more efficiantly and comperatively mora
cheaply, In the 19705 far axample a stael works
has to produce 10 million tons annually to be
an goonoime propostion—that is the eguivalant
of anly 3 major plants for the existing valume
of British owtput

Tor surny up Then, the redistance to nationallea-
tion of the steel Industry by stasl magnates
anpoying short-tarm supsrprofits rasultad n the
mErpetuation of & ligh and inflesible price basa
for British goods and this contritsated to the
tailwre of Britigh goods To Fermusn comipsatitive
= i world market. Thin m turn prodoced in
tha 80 & crivis of capital investmant that created
recEsson in the steel industry, who themsslves in
turn had been unable to influsnce this evermuality
by earning profits sbroad Bacause they wirs
totally unable to take adventame of the enceimnus
gxparsion in wold stesl damend in the "B,
Mationzlisation of steal would hie amelicrated,
though in no way resobied, the presant crisis of
British cagital. The best that could be done ta
save the situation |n the 605 was to #llow Sritish
manufacturers access to imoorts of cheapar
foreign metal praduects The LK. ariff an
metal imparts wern dropped from 20025% in
1957 to 8%% today with EFTA and the Cam-
rmorvseealth free

3. Finally —Nationalisation 195686

In rheir attempts o cure the ills of British
capitalisn, the Lebour Party nationalised

steal in THSG/ST, The long-term interests ol
Hritish capital could best be wreed by the com.
piate rebuiiding with tax pavers’ monay of tha
steel Industry under the BSC so that privats
cepital would Find available & !:r“.ﬂ?“. E.Ffi:-i,an[l

competitive stesl industry &t its disposal should
it antricate itself from recesion, This raquired
a numtser of things. The Benson Report of 1965
recommended that by 1975 the British steal
rdustry showid produce 38 million tons with a
labour force of 200,000, In 1965 |t producad
26 million tons from 315,0001 B5C alsy intends
to close doraen the ald hearth stael wworks and
build e ouvgen plant or extond oy isting
anyvqen plant, most of this new investment Being
acuncentrated on Teaside amd 5, Walas. The older
steal plants of ¥orkshire, the [idlands, the
Marth Wast, ars being run down in favour of the
ceastal positions (Common Markeat, growing
impart of aras, coke, ete.l. Rationalisation
through redundaney and productivity dealing is
to be gerserilised throughout the industry; e
rontil integration @ economias of seale ara to
be cerriesd out, The stesl mdusiry has baen
nationalised in grdar 1o spend in tha region ol
EG,000m henween 1866 and 75 making aver
100,000 mgn redundant building 4 modarn steel
industry available to capital in the evert of Ts

“recovery . Sacondary intentions inchude hold-
ing dowvin the prlcs of stesl the'oagh strict control
aver BSC, 1o aid British capital through it
critizal parioc

4. Tha Crunch Comes

Hoswewer, tha crisis in British capitalism has
Dacome deeper since 1588, The first four months
af 1831 s 0 massive slump in steel production.
Tha recessions in engingenng, machine tooks,

b itding, ship building, ete, have resulted in &
lack of capital investment in thosa industries.
Steel stockists hove clearad their shalves and

fews arders are corming in to BSC The expected
£130m profit for the 1870471 financial vedr has
turmed into a £20m loss, despite £27m on the
cradit Bde arising from grice increases at tha end
of 1870, Thess were the firgt big price rizes the
grrsernmant has alloweed BSC since nationalisation,
In March this pear 830 put in for a 14% prics
tiae - wehizh would cost orivate capital £140m).
This has triggared off a rapid chain of events
sinee the encd of March,

Davies, Minister of Technology, has suspen-
dedd investmaent grants to 850, formd BEC 1o cut
its price rise dewvry 1o 7%, and set up an enguiry
1o determine the future of 355 E4,000m.
invastment plans: BSC havs kad no chojce but
tio reise thedr prices by only 7% but as B5C has
peintedd out, coal and electrieity hiove Been
allowed rizes of 18% amd 12% ressactively. The
Tories gre Blatantly using steal to subsidize
prwate industry but slloewing coal and alactrieity
prcies To rise becauss thess chiefiy hit the popu-
lation 83 8 whaole, Tha respanss by BSC 1o thes
Tory moves has besn 1o resd tha nassare lowd
and claar: — rationalise: pronto or the £4,000m
will ot corme vour wiy, Since the baginning of
April, 850 has speaded up (24 redundancy pro
grammg obadiently, Over 100000 ~edundancies
have been announced over the last twa manths,
Individwal plants are heing oot rathar than
phased out—a.g, Irlam is to close, resulting in
4,300 redundancies, saving £7 millicn a year.
BSC's eriginal plan wss to rus down ald invest
mant whila making investment in new. The
Tories have made the secand a condition al the
tirst

The future of the £4,000m. is stifl wrcertzin,
kit tha Torias have announcod that private
capital iz nowe froe to entar the speciel steels,
chermical and enginearing divisions of BSC, Parts
of B3C are to ke “hived off~, while any new
private stael develaprent will b wealcomed
whather Britizh or foraign capital ‘s used, Car
tainky tha long-term aim of the Tories is o
ratum a “healthy ™ steel industry to private
#rlerpeise but this cannot be done yet—British
private capital will ot imvestment in newe plant
of 10m tons capacity, in its prasant condition,
What the Taries may weadl do s taintroduce
fargign mapital under Common Market aoree-
man s (the Outeh and tha Germans have had

Hinrniesinne with BEM shic vinae an -
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for Foulnassl. With foreion capital being in-
wasted, tha £4,000m can be eut eonsiderably.
What is more, the Tories sea no future ina
nationg ptael industry 0 the long-tarm. Within
the framework of tha EEC multi-natianal cor.
porations would be s logical developmant, The
pattern of world steal production moraover is
now changing in such & way that chasp trans
portation of ords means that 11 pays to set up
production it the markets rathar then axporting.
(Fin. Tinwes, Jan, 4 19711

BISAKTA {1 the biggast urion In the steal
industry with just over 100,008 menbers The
Matinnal Craftsmen’s Coordinating Commities,
‘most of whese rmembers are in the AEF, has
22,000 and the Mational Unlon of Blastfurnsce
man has 19,000, In addition the T&G and
G herea small bases in stesl, Thers has been
little coordination betwenn thasa unions, much
lesz & cohorent strategy against BSC, BISAKTA
and the steel craftsmen |AEF members) have so
far negotiated risas saparately. BSC's refusals
may well drive them topether inta united sotion
S0 far BSC has been able to treat its members
with contempt, This becomas camprohonsible
whan a little of BISAKTA s histary is known.
Cin the sarme day in January 1859 us thi Corpo
ratian announced 40,000 redundanziss,
BISAKTA met to discuss whether to teka (s
first industriad action for wears—to refuse ta
take orders from staff and supervisors who
would not join BISAKTA! |Trade Union Ragis
fer T8G9 —o. 1791, This has bean BISAKTA's
cantral concem since 1067 —unianising the
wiministrative and clarical bu regucracy that has
rmushroomed since nationalisation, At the
same time the MUB hos bean fighting & possibie
merger with BI5AKTA—with some justification!

BISAKTA i distinguished by having no
annual delegztes conferencs, by tarbidd ing any
uncilicial action, and by having its officials
appointad from abeove, This strccture s a hang
ower from the pre-nationalisation days whan a
s#nlority system developed in an industry whees
workers ara highly skilled, where armall firms
took B parernalistic approach to industrisl rels
teans, where payment {bafora the War] was By
“butty™ system (senicr men given a lump sem
which he distributes to the men baow in wagesh,
whara “promotion” and huge wage diffarentials
still persist. Mo militaney was abls to devalap in

this stmosphere and todey BISAKTA is such
thet it could agree to the Grean Book productic
wity ceal in 1968, (| am relying hasyily for
material here on the article on tha Steal |ndustry
in frrtwrnariona Mo, 2, Sept.-Ocr, 18700, Despite
the Benson Repaort, 8154 KT A, witheut comsul-
irg the rank and file, agreed to a deal that gave
the workers 8 B% increass (1o which BISAKTA
hes tied itsplf for threr years, despite inflation),
an gxtrs week's holiday and a S-day working
wesk guarantae, in return for method study,
time and matian sludy and job evaluation! This
is axactly the framewark BSC wants far
ristionalisetion and radundancies

e prasant situation is axtramely dangerous.
BISAKTA hes put up ne fight mvar the redun-
dancies s far. The presnt Uneartain by carries
the danger that the steel workars will become
mera fragmantesd than unified, The local
buresucracies in BSC have attarnptad in the
prast to fine up weorkers in sippart of their
parochisl claims to priarity in natioral devalap:
TNt progeamimes AL the mdsnent BSC has
plens for “greenfield plant of 12 millian tons
capacity, The vances sactions of SISAKTA
a8 v puiting in demsnds on B5C to siie this
in theiv areas. This plavs into BSC's hands of
course-the local spctions cool down any mill-
tancy o incrasse their eredibility with BSC,
This atrmosphere of mistrust and intrime in the
midelly of massive redundancy ennouncements
i hardly eonducive to a natfonal strike over pay
rates. la adddition to this, steel worers hiaee, In
sorme argas, tanded o acoept redundancies with
docility becauss of substantial redundancy pay-
mants

In the present atmosphere of uncertainty and
insacurity (Davies” inguiry will raport 8t same
irdefinite tima imthe future), it is vitsl that resk
and file steel warkers build maticnal links, that
thesy fight for democratisition of the unfon snd
that a strategy 1o fight redundancy is svokved,
The altemativa is redundanoy, large cuts in
aarnings following from short time working and
masane demoralisation. The Aed Mple declares
salidarity with all steel workers fighting the
Tories and the BSC,



The combrination of the increasingly right wing
policies of the Labour Purty and the tremendous
decline in working chyss involvement in that
party have led some revolutionaries, and even o
certain number of worker militants, to believe
that the working class will now bypass the
Labour Party in any strugsle. They have
sdwanced the wew that the entire working closs
has somehow “seen through™ the Labour parey
mnd regards it in exactly the same light as the
Tory party. This has led io suggestions such as
calling on workers to absiain in any General
Election, organising the breaking up of Labour
party meetings, ond so on. While such sttitodes,
prticularly amongst worker mulitants, ane an
ritrresely weloome sga of incr=ased poditical
radicalmtion, nevertheless they consiitute
recipe for political disaster. No matter how
much the organiztional kold of the Labour
Pariv over the working class las dectined., as
lomg as there exists no credible aliernative to
the Labour Pariy the working class will still be
dominated idealogically by thot Farty, This
dominstion may express itsell elther inan active
form in terms of involvement in the Labour
Pariy or even in the negative form of refusing to
undertake certain courses of action beciuse
they see no alternotive (o Lalour,

To understand this domination vou simply
hawve to consider for example what would be the
effect if prominent members of the left wing
of the party weore expelled, Even if workers
still refised to take s partin the uffairs of the
party., it would still be the cose that esary
waorker would be aware that there was a political
dispure, and would in o vapise sense know who
stood for whai. Such an event would paliticese
certain sections of the working class ina way
that, Tor example, the mass exodus of members
from, and crisis in, the Communist Party in
1956-57 never did. For the mass of politically
conzcine workers politics still mewns the
Lahour party, and that fact is not altered in the
alightes: hecause they may Mollow shop stewnrds
whr are Communist Party membsaes, or take
part in und even Grpanise political strikes which
are viclently condemned by the Labonr Party,
The rnosi that the changes thal have taken place
oneer the Last 15 or 16 vears can sipmify is thai
the taetics for dealing with the Labour party
miy change. In nn way Rowersr can these
tzctics be raised o the level of 3 principla. The
principte still remaing that the working class
will only brzak with the Labour Party in the
coiirse of a srrugale against (e leadarship and
bursauczacy of that parcy. It will not simply
bvpesa that party,

Without 2 sorreet understanding of the role
ard natora of the Labour Pacty it is inipossible
to make 4 meaningful bitervention in the wock
wiprkers movement. Untdl o really credible allec-
nativie cxists For workers, politically advanced
omes will alerass vote for Labour cather than
Weath & e, [n this the Instinets of the working
class arg perfoctly cotrect. & warker whn votes
Tory is a bachward woordoer, & person who
refuses 1o vote Labouar when the grely alternative

5 the Tortes s ajding the Torwa. He isvoling
for an oxplizitly class class collaboratise policy
As fung s this sifwation continues rews| BrisHaries
il afavy tell weorkers b wole Labaus

Bt mcrely to say vole La bosiee cather thnm
Tory is nel nearly sufficient. [Fworkers wore
to virbe Labiour in the belief that o Labsils
povernment wili aciually solve the problems of
uniemployrnent, housing, inflation, ez, then
they would suffer o comgplete demozalisat e
and hessree apathetic when they fnd that this
iz not the cose. This means chat atthough revo-
litinnaries ox plicitly fell workers 1o voly
Labour, nerer cmder @iy circimmatinees dio they
fewe down Hgir orlticism of that pariy. On the
conirary the task s 1o explain at all Lmes tha
in order 1o solve its problams the working class
will have to fight not nnly the Tories but the
Labour Party as well, The correct attitude to
the Lahiour party is the one cxpressed at the
Fourth Congress of the Comintern, “Vole fud
it, but prepare to struggle againgt 17 1t nol
sifficient howewver tosuy simply that it'is
necessary to fight the Labour Party, Tt i
necessary to fght fir something as well os
aguinst something. 11 is-at this point of deciding
what demands and policies i1 i8 necassary o
put [orwnrd thet Markists part compuny with
every type of relormist.

WHAT POLICY FOR REVOLUTIONARIES!
[he hasis from which the L=hour Party 2nd all
reformists seart their thinking is that it is peasinle
{a solve the immediate problems of the working
cligs withoot destroving capitolism. They heliave
that Socibism is 2 good theory but in the share
tetm capitalism can be reformed (o snive the
problems of unpemployment, rising prices, eoc.
All their energies go into trving 1o reform
capitalism. This means for example that they
put forward plans of ecrmriime growth (o core
unemployment which rely the investment 1o
creale the msans to cnrry them ool on the same
capialists who are throwing people out of wurk,
Ir Fuct the destruction of capitalism 1= nof some
diszant dream but is the only way of solving

this immediate, direct, everyday negds and prob-
larns of the working clas. Without the ending
of capitalsm no government would have the

g EOMONGC s to carry (Ul 30y progrianine
af measares in the renl interests of the working
chass

Frorn this simple Fact it follows that the
domanils and polictes which revolutionanes
st advance are those that dirsetly challengs
capitalist ownership of the egconomy . Simply to
advoeate 4 o1 5 reformist demands not including
the ending of capizatisc ownership of the
epanomy, is to iry o get the winking class to
fight for o policy which will not salve its prob-
lerns even if that policy wreve carriel owr. Such
a policy is a recipe for disiljusionment. and
darnoralizarion, pot for sEccess.

But if the policies which need 1o be fonsht
fowr are soeiufisd and not eeformist enes, this
doesnat salve the preblem of where the people
t fiehit for them ure to come from. 1138 at this

point that the deeling in working class partica-
paticn in the organisations of the Labour

Party does begin to-come in, This decline in
ivolvement does nod alter the general principles
us regirds the Labour party, namely that workors
will not sienply By pass it in strugale, but il dipesx
ilizr the tastics and strategy that need o be
prirsacil

THE GRGANISATIONAL DECLINE OF THE
LABOLR FARTY

As g nesule of the pulicies of the lase Labour
goverianent, and gven more beaiusg of the filure
of the “lef1™ wing of the Labour party 1o

really oppose them, there has been a catastrophic
fall e the memberabdp asd organpationsd
strength of the Labour party, For exarmple since
1966 aver 36,000 individual members have Left
the Labowr Party. Artendance ai ward maetings
has slumped eeer more, Largely due 10 this rapid
fall in membership and setivity the organization
of the Party is in a state of completa distepair,
The nwmber of full tims party ngénts 15 o
devwn to 144 comparzd 1o a figure of 2% in
1451,

[t iz worch looking at the changes in party
membemship and eompare it to sy 1951, In
that vear thera was no doubt that what political
activity thero was in the working class ox pressed
itz in the Labour party. Bvery single revolu-
ricnary organistion carned out serious work
inside the Labhour party. In that year individual
membership of the Labotr pary stocd at
T 000, Tn tha General Election of thal year
althouph it lost the elaction: il soll recsived
AR B ol the wote.

The situation now i changed bevond belief.
Puraly in terms of votcs (probably the worst
incliziter of the wroring classs interest in the
paziy ), in 1951 the Labosr Party received
| S00.000 more votos than it did in 1970 and
caal despite the Fact that in the meaninmne e
fmber of eleciors his rigen by 3 million.
Memkrship has fallen by neacly 200,000, and
from 376,000 it now seands at 60,000, Thas
figure itaclf is pribubly o prows exapgeration of
the nurmber of mambers. This exagmeration
spongs fram the fact that na pomalitisen oy
Labour Pariy can afliliate on less than 1.000
iwermbers. This means that if only § people
petend rmeatings and only 2 couple of hudred
iy any subscription, this stiil goes down in the
fimeres as 1,000 people. It is difficult o fnd out
what the real figures are but there are nly S0
comslitperiees which have over 100 members.
All the other 500 o7 3o huve less than that
figured 2} Dnaaurdey which may show just how
exazperated the fzures fur menbership are was
one in Biomingham which found tha: the averape
membershog of the 13 constiluency parmes 19
thi city was 390 1T these Mawres were typical of
the entire cnintry then the Latoor Farly wnuld
onty have semething like a third of its claimed
mambership, The decline of interest and perti-
cipalion in party affairs i even greater thun
tha decline in membership. For example last
vear | 72 eonstitnzney and horough porlies did

nat pven hother to send representatives to the
Party's enmul conferance [3)

Although the pobaies of the Wilson govesi-
ment ware an open afwck on the worldng cliss,
and were seen 25 such by muny workars, thia
peed not necessurily hive produced such a Gl
in purbicipation in the Lobowr party. €n the
eontrary if the Tribuenites and the general “left™
b pust wp real fight many wirkers would have
ininad in the activilies of the party as a way of
tiphiing Wilaan, What reatly condemined tha
Labnur Party te ils present stace way the refusal
of Michael Font, Eric Hefler, Stan Mewans, etc,
Lo wage any sort of Fight apainst Wilson's
policies. This was complelely in fine wiith thesr
CELIEEL O [HesIOus positions sich as the 196G,
Lzhour conferences dzciston calling for Britain
to ahandoa the H bomb, In the nams of “unity
the s called el winger steadfastly refused o
weapge 4 real campaign agoinst Wilion, They ane
pearinning this policy @ven now by, for exampl
withdrawing thelr motion ggains! the Industrizl
Relarinis Bill in the interests of “uricy™ with
Wilsom amd Castle As loag s no reul fight s pu
ap inside the sonstitucney sectinn of the Labon
party.worlers are unlikely 1o rajoin i sigriali=
curtt nigmbers and the Tribinires hive already
shown thot they do not intend to fight. Tr can-
pol 0f enitrse be ruded cul thar i the future
there will et he a revival of activity inside the
Labeur Party constitueney parties, but for now

he Forzes v fight nguinst fhe policies of the
_aboer Party and apainst the Tories mnat he
soneht elsowhere,

THE CLASS NATURE OF THE LABOUR
PARTY

It is st this point that the decling in parlicipg-
tian of the working clas does begin to determi
tretioy even although it does not alter the
peneral principle eonzerning the Labour Party.
Y Althereh in social ferms the Labour @ity
draws its support from the working class. in
palitical terms it defends copitulism. It thereto
is, o5 Mantists e always recognised., a
hourpenis party ($). In fuct in certain situation
sich as 1931 nnd 1945 it plays o role that in
defending capitalism o cther party ¢o
play.

However just begunse Lakour is politically
speaking o bowrgsois party it is not the case
that revelutionaries have the same attiluda to
such o pariy as they do e for exarmple the Ton
pirty. On the contrary although the Latous
party is vot 8 workers party in @ political senag
ir g8 party of the working clas, An organisa-
ticar pun be a parcy of the woiking class on o
least two courfs, Firstly, it can be such a part
if fts pragrmme. s ot leusl nontinally oppuased
for cagitalism. 3.2, @ sncialist one, ur it can be
one Because the parcy resis on the organisation
ol the working cluss. 1t i new chiefly on the
spcond of thess tero counds that the Labour
Partv can b consdered & party of the woerkin
oz,

But becuuse an orpanistion isa pai ty of th



IT IS AND HOW TO FIGHT IT | *

working class it does not follow that somabow
the workers can loks control of sich & party,
Chi the contrany it i an slementary principle of
political analysis that the Labour Party i3 nor
reloemable. It is a totally bureawcrat iscd party
whaose leadership maintain their poweer by any
itiesna posmible. There is & riporous system of
bans and prescriptions on members ofthe
Labour Party, In times of challenge (o the
kendership these sre rigorously enforced and
strengthencd, 1F we look simply at the |96y
we cint see that the decade opened with the
expulsion of many of the leading members-of
the Labour Party’s Young Sockalisis. Further-
more the first year of the decsde revealsd in
practice once again, ai the Scarborough con-
ference, the simple fact that the leading
members of the Pariy are in no way under the
contral of the supposedly highest arganizationg
of the Party such as the Annual Conference. [t
does not motler whether the Party is in oppog
1o, as in the case of nuclear disarmamant in
1960, or in power, 25 in the s of Incomes
Policy, a8 in 1970, the leadeérs of the Labour
Party waill always obey the dietates of capitalism
ruther than the wishes of their members and if
their memBers ehject (oo strangly ar systemals
cally then they are simply-expelled. This con-
trol extends down also (o the selection of candi-
dntes, An exampde oF this was the refusal of the
Labour party to allow John Palmer to stand as
o candidate in a Croydon constituency despits
the fact thit he had been sehected by the lnecal

party.

Endiess cxamples-could be given of the
burenucratie nature of the parsy. A Tairly
typical example of this would be the expubsion
from the party of the Secretary of the Haringey
Action Commities for Teasnts bocame of
pctvity im opposition (o the GLC s rent mses
This followed the expultion from the Laboar
group of councillons for action they had taken
on housing, The type of action they had to put

ep with before they were expelied was for example

expmpls Lhe pefomal of Hringey boeoiagh coanell
of Two oo i 1967 1o eoeiee 3 delegation
bringmg a petition from the tenanty’ committees
Although at that time the-council had 51 Labour
and only 1'% Tory councillors, the motian to
recemve the dalepation was refused by 27-23,

This voie was determined by the leaders of the
Labour group of eounailiors threatening to

ex pel anyone who voied to receive the delega-
tion. To rake just one example of bureancracic
control at a higher kevel, we might consider the
1963 LPYS conferenes, Here @ threat 1o the
lendership was solved by simply rigging the vital
standing orders committes by remaoving tha

only left winger from it Even in the unlikely
gvent of unv revaelutionary Endancy siviving
inside 1he Lebour Party for long enoogh to pain
the support of the national conference, this
would still solee nothing. The real leadeship of
the Lakour Party, the parliamentary members,

gre gquite al iberdy foognore any decizions taker.

In shoer the Labour Party s totally unmeform-
able. The only question Mcing socialists is how
ta destrow its influence ower the working class
(51,

BESTROYING THE INFLUENCE OF THE
LABOUR PARTY

The Labour Purty & oot reformable, bur that
daes not mean that there is no point
carrying on a sorugple fnside i1, On the con-
trary it is only by o widespread strusgle inside
the entire working class movement including
inside the Laboor Party that the working class
will b repoliticised. The qualification on that
however is that it is not possible to wait antil
such a struggle has occormsd and the working
el hirs become more political before com-
mencing the siruggle. On the contrery 1o wiil
until then woold be fatol. It is necessary to
orgunise the working class for indepeadent
action ripht from the beginning. This poaine alse
interlinks with a postion en the consiifuency
Labour Parties.

During the 1920 and 19305 3 a worker left
his cunstituency Labower Parte, i1 was wad oubi-
cdly @ sign of political backwardness {the only

~eXceplion (o this of course 15 these who joined
the C.E during the 19200 To leve the Labow
Farty then meant o leave an arganisation

which was at least on puper incomparably to
the lzdt of the present Tabhour Pacty, which
activaly contained within its orgamsations a
mass of workers, and which had not vet had &
chance to Teatly show what it wouald do when
i office. Now hiwever o workoer leawing the
Labour Party has a talally differont significance
In many cases it means that they see the
futitity of slogging their guts oot within o
constituency, ward, city party which is power-
less Lo influence in the slightest the policiesof
“their™ party. Ieologically these people are
dill dominated by the ideas of the Lahouor
Party, as we have discussed, but in no way can
lezving the Labour Party bo now equated with
a retreat into political backwardness (zs it
contld umdoubiedly have done in the *20s or
‘30s) On the eontrary it is many of these
militants who had sbundoned work ingide the
constituency parties who have been responsible
fisr the mevement against the Inconies Poficy,
In Place of Stnfe, aguinst the Tory anti-union
laws etc. What leaving the party medns in the
prasent slualion is certainly not that the mass
of wrorkers are an the verpe of joining revolu-
tinary organistions or that they huve rejected
the idecdoey of Laboarism, bue it doas Fre-
quently mean that they have seen the futilioy of
bangizg their heads agninse a brick wall insids

& conatituency Labour Party.

A realisation that the rank and file of the
party canndl chunge anything iz an exireamaly
positive step poventikafly 1T it leads to apathy
and giving up ol pofitical activity it is of cours:
disastrous, but whether thil vecurs depends
entirely on whether an alternative iz seen o
work inside the constitueency partics, The key
to wheiher this will be the caze s work inside
the Trade Unions

The trade urooms siand in @ very different
relation to the working class than doss any
plitical party and especially a party fke the
Labowr Party. A political party such as the
Labour Parfy can become a governiment ol
attack the working class. The trade unions on
the other hand remain defensve vrganizations
of the working clis. The working clasy can leave
ibe organisatiom of 3 political party in disgust,
the continual presure of the cconomic struggle
sguinst the bourgeoisie will inwever keep thess
same people in the orginisation of the trade
unions. In particulsr in 4 period ol intensified
elass strugple the internal life and suthorty of
the trade unicass ean only inerease, In addition
the strictural relation of the laaders of the
trade unions 1o the working elass is differen: 10
the refation of the leaders of the Labour Party
to the working ¢lass

The kaders of trade unions wre bosed on
organisation s of the working class at the poini
of production. These arganisations are involved
in relatively continual stroggles. Any movement
inside the working class is therefore reflected
tuirly directly inside the trade uniens.

The sitwalion of the Labour Party is very
different. It is related (o the working class in
twa wivs. Fimstly directly via 1he constituzneay
Labour Perites, and scondly indirectly wia the
leaders of the trade unionz. What has hoppened
during the 1950z and 196005 i3 that the first of
thess links has shrivelled almost completely. This
means that the only strong ofganisilional link
which the Labour Party retnins with the warking
clas fncan organisationnl sense is via the rrads
urions amd the leadesships (Which is nol the
same as gaving, to repeql (or che nth time, that

the idealngizal relation doos not stll exist)
Given this situstion the people who naturally
emerge as the leaders of opposition inside the
Labwur Party are nor the "left wing' members
of the constinency und parliamentaey parties,
thair base inside the vorkaip clhiss s now eroded
tor that, but the teaders of the Trade Unlona.
This mgkny that now thess mean représen| Lo the
mss of workers nor merely trade union leaders
bt the only really credible prbiead alte mative
for the present palicies and lepders of the Labour
Farty. 11 is men ke Jones and Scanlon who now
possass the credibility. becouse of thenr “lef™
positians, and the base iside the the working
class tadirectly challenpe for the position of
the leadership of the working class. They can
in fael play a dircesly political role il they wish,
Without a complete chanpe in the ertire polizical
sifuaring, it is sxiromely unlikely thar the lef

-

of the constilwency and parliamentary Parties
cagk wimmon either the political militancy or
the arganisational base (o challenge the leadsar-
ship of the Lebour party in the way thar the
trade union lesders now can, Whersas in the
19208, "30s, "40s, "50% and even "bis the key
political struggie inside the Labour Purty was
that betwesn the constituoncy parties and the
leadership (with trsde unions frequently stand-
img 10 the right of the leadership), now the
orgamsational decline of the local parties makes
zisch a conflict extreamely untikely, and its
sipnificance bess even if it does neciw. This point
is confirmed by the whole trend of recent
yezars. I we look merely at the annual conicr-
enocs of the Labour Party what we typically
s2e i3 a stroggle between the constitwency
lnbowr parties, who continoe to cast their votes
fior people Hke Barbara Costle, and the trade
union leaders. Even in the event of a resurgence
of the CLPy, it is clear that the core of oppos-
tion to the party leaders will ramain the trade
urtions. It = in the light of this sluation that
revolutionaries must considar their tactics and
slralspy.

WHAT NEXT?

1t iv of conrse impossible to foresse in detail the
ahort term course of the class strugole in
Britain, What however is clear 1s that theee is no
posibility of British capitolism solving ity
pronomic probbems, This rules oot a period of
reforma graited throwgh Parliiment, 1f there is
u real strugede it will come from the trade unions.
This will continwe the situation where their
leaders are the main alternative pole of atirse-
tion to the preseni Labour leaders.

Thare may of course be a revival of sctivity
nside the constituency Labour pariies, and
partizplarly inside the LPYS, in the coming
period. If this ocours then obwiously some revo-
lutionary forees may have to concentrate their
efforts on these groups. However even il thes:
o revive, the core of any oppozitional move-
ment will be the huge organized power of the
trade unions, The main line of srpument for
revolutionaries would be to srgue that the
Trade Uniony should tmpose their will on the
Labour party conference so a3 to crente a state
of continal conflict between the unions and
the purlinmentary party. This would also really
put pacple like Foot and Heffer an the spot.

The tasks facing revelutionaries are therefore
twofedd, On the one hand they must of coarse
continue to gut farward their troditional slogans
of nutionabisation, workers condral, ete. which
presenct an alrernative policy for the working
clazs and which educale people as to the nature
uf the leaders of the working ¢lass movement,
But you do not build o reel movernen! simply
by putling forward chunks of the transitionzl
programime al the appropriate me. This s =
vigw of politics which consists of “unveiling”
the programme as 20 instroment of recriitment
and not of strugele. Tt Mils (o understand that
Ihe relutionship between the working class and
it palinigal organisation. especially 2 revolutionary
ong, is never 3 direct one bul is meadiated
throuph a whaole serizs of organisationa, and
that te sav “uald che altecnotive leadership™
sweitlos nothing

Az e neted the moin strugeke in the present
period is poing to be batweaed the trade union
moverment and the capitalist clas snd betwesn
the trade wnicas and the Lahoar Badership: Tn
fiis situation il i no! the task of revalutionaries
to say that workers mus) First go through the
“stapge™ of enzuging in veurs of impossible
steugale inside the constitieacy Labouy parties
On the contrary, the lask of reveltionaries is
e sy, “Yes, we agree thar the teade unions are
at the moment the only argansations actmlly
fichting the bowrgacisie, ol that i is therefors
necsssry |0 work stead tastly within the unions.
But it &5 impossible 1o light capitalism’s aitacks
simnply throwpgh trade union action. IF you
belicve the trade uniors are a weapon of sirugple
then you rmusl see thal they must also become
1 political weapon, Thev muost Impose their
podicy an the puolitical arena. They must become
the core of o political movement against the
prasant leaders uf the working elas. In short,
any anli-capitalist, that is to say, workeers’
pozrnement must base iraell on the trede undons
and lhe trade upions must become the key

wl

instrument in strugefing for such o government. ™
Tt is this erentation that the slogan "A workeps”
porernment based on the trade unjons™ indicates
1t indicates o ine of advapoe and pot;zome
abzrract and immediace call for the distatorshup
of the proletariat. Meither is it a slogan to be
counterpozad Lo g call to vote Labour at any
General Election. Mor is i a substiowte for eon-
crele dernands airoed ot showing the real natore
of the Labouwr keaders. It simnply lays down the
main tine of argument and development for a
real strupgle arainst the present Labour leaders,
and it retains that validite whether thot sirupgle
i conduciod mainly anside or gucside the
Labous Party, T ¢, oF course, in cartain
circumstances become an agitational demand
#nd one counlerposed to the Lahour Party.
Thiz would be the casz if, as cun be by no
means ruled cut, any Mt Eabour poverns
ment entered & coalition with the Toriez 1o
“save the country™, “prevenl anacchy™, ete.
In these cireumstances it hecomes & direct call
o the Trade Unions 1o break ivith the Labour
Party and organise politieally independently of
it I the coming period however its main sig-
niticance ia to define an asentation of mukang
the rrade undons inte the core of 2 stougple
against the Labour leaders. and making trads
mianiats conssious of the fuct that this iz the
(=il

Inn short the position s regands the Lubour
Party i us follows: Orgunisntionally it has suf-
fered a catastraphic decline, This mist however
nol be confissd with an ending to its ideological
domination of the working class. Thiz hold
cannasi be broken withowl a strupgle inside the
labour movement. The task of revoliutionares is
to heighten this struggle by increasing at afl
timmes the tension between the Trade Unions amnd
the Labour Party. Such an orentation is summed
tip in the shegan “A workers government hased
on the trade unions”, It & only by adopting such
im grientation thai socialist demands for
workers control, nationalisstion, ele. ceases to
be mere propaganda and become instruments
of struggle, Without it the anly answer you can
give to o worker who says “'T agree with yoor
policies, how am | (o organise to implement it™,
is to =y “Join us” and that is a formuls for o
sect not i struegle, The azitational demands
which fow from this orientation sy “organise
poebiticolly inside the trade undons, use vour
trade union 85 a way of organising to fighi
for these pelicies inside and if necessary outside
the Labour Party.” It is only in this way that
demands for nationulisation & workers contral
merve out of the realm of ‘exposare” politics
and into the realm of the class strugple.
A Foerses
i11 Ll:u]-':].': ]}l.nk Peview April 1969 {2 There are 8
comatitznzics with more than L0060 nembess, 14
WL rore Cean 201 —{3) AL fgares Tfrom the
“Guardian™, 1H.1.71
(40 Lenin ox pressed this beilliaatly wliea he srobes in
teply fova speech by a delegnee ta the Secopd Congress
ol the Camintern, Mz callzd the Labour Pacty thse
paticlcal crpsnigation of the lrade anion movemant,
znd hiter repeated the s2atement when he =i that the
Labour Parry fe "the polilical expresion of the workers
upanized in trade vmions’ ... the conoepts "pelifics]
deparement of the frade unions' of ‘pelilicsl expression
af the teade uaion movemsnLare ecraneous
course, masl of the Lahaur Parry’s menshers a0e waork-
mg-man, However, whether or nol = party is realby o
peliticel pardy of the warker does nor depsnd solely
apan i membership of workers bul glao upan the men
1Rt b it and the conmtent of its actions and its poli
tizal tactice Omiby the larter defermines whether we
reslly Fave hefores s a political pacty oF the prole
I:z_l.ri.uL B d rom ﬂ]'u:, the only correct, ]mcint af
view, the Lahour Parry iz a chosouaghly Boarpenia
ity (ol 31, n 256
(5} This is wky "“Lahaur ta poweer an n socmiisd pro-
gramme' 35 such ononeeoeions gnd apenly pevlaoie
slegan: |8 appears fo gupposd thal the Labour party can.
presiinzbly under “moss pregsure”, actually sdapr
socialist policies. This is made qurite clear o the kafler
whizh the SLL gave oul al e Livison Comomiltes
mevtisie i Lonsdon earlisr chis year, This sazd that
w_h:n the warking elass epald Farce a general sleake,
“ir wanld he able to deal wic Ui tailors in its swo
fans therolore LABOUR TO IPWER QM A SOCTA-
LIST E'RD[E]-?..:’_';HHE". Apare fram heing the mas
complete revisian of eveeyibding Mardals bave ever
wid alear The Labour Pacly, s Tarpe s such Hetls
idtgs as dbe wxpenisn of 1926 in Dritain, 1961 in
Beleium, | 368 in France, and innamerable afhae sy
accasiani

LI coarsn ool everyamewho advanoes the slognn of
Lzbour fo power or a sacialiss progromme helewes
that the Labaur Party con nccepd a socialis] progcamibe,
ey mearcly believe thar you cen Lol & masshve move
ment ef the warkioe oass ona sla which vou are
sisnublanieswsdy saying it is impassible ro achicove
Unfortunntely far this line of repsoming the working
=laes 18 ot quite gs LUl a8 thess whir gon for thes

Lype of “thouwght™
Baaslo 4 Toma 197F Pase 7



SAOR EIRE wanresto

Earfier thix year {1-15 fan. | the Mole published
dan ipariew r.l'|r|'1 ] J'ﬂlLI'zr:lg mgenber of Saor fine;
T _,fu!ir.-wn! a firrce witch-huet fa h’]e Free
Srate, (v ieluich c.lfn?'rl' kldnappimg plote imealy.
irg Saor Fire wers wred 43 an excuse b0 re-enact
the ﬂll';';.'nfr.: A ilu.in.'.? the State Act, whick
wiran s Phat dissidents can be dnfermed withoud
frkal

S we funve receaned the follouning maom
_féﬂl.'l, i wleleh Boor Eire ctrpnl.-:l:'r:l their P{.u!l'.;'.i.e-;
and methods af serugile, We pubfich fr tn the
belief that f& 15 drmporiort contriaction to Hhe
disewssion oo the way forward for the Trich
revolution.

MAMNIFESTCY

It was England s final and tecal victory which
threw chie mass of the Ivdsh people down intoa
comdition of unbridled clsss slaversy from which
wie have never ver succeeded in fully RGP
ting ourschnce thouph we have never ver and
nevor will- zs the risimgs i exch peneration

1|-'3|:i!:|" Ceass TO =Er IJE:E_;E Wgalnsr that |_l_'|5-_u-.|.n:nr_-r\-r_

Fmperiabisny in liclind must be oserthrown
becaer it leas never meant .|J|=I:|.||||;. bur Foreign
dotmnation and Upprosson of o m_u_,l.:
I!H[hlhu.lun:. ECONGILIE £X L|-::-|..1.|-::-n. .|.r|£
sbnalume subordination ta the mili arv.and
eoonomic needs of the Britizh ruling cliss o

permanent wasting away of the human resources of HM garrison igdesland, and thut only thasg

of the nutinn-and finally the mutilation of par
titinn, imposed by the British Empire and

hrllng.ing with it chronic cuonomic nrag_nul

toth sides of the Barder and the ineri
teed division of the woarking class in gfg
counties It must be sozashed an
sociafisr dbatem which reiincs
madern condittong in e
ecermunial v lues an
ancient Gaelic elb® 500
ot by the successive ad
eapitalit England, T
Marth shows this
political and eg
Free Srate
TREEET

The SarlS R evolition: D9 ures
Posdbilities of Suceesst
The cause of the Failore of the I-M
wodution his besn hasically g i
estion. The argument b
wery genuine and sincers
only we could bave k
would have beei

FIPPOTL arong varios secdions o

comimunity and any real signs of ga
field a: p-l.:lll.|.:|- I1I.IJI|.J.I':,' ' questicng.
been one of the main failingsof the mow n
and ehe reéalizacion ol the ne cossiny For e
tionary policics has resulted in a politica
backlash where taday we have the po®¥ion o
any brand of “sacialist™ politics is berter tham
nong.  Duaring the Civil War the inahilisy af
Republican cause 'tn break ‘oudside the narr
political confines set by the Free State, led 10
rsmiliteey delear Faor exam ple in che weest of
Ireland the land coures. wlich kade beer B
operation Tar same time belurehand,
predestimed the defear of lepublicaniom in the
West arat least the Lack of enrhosiaem Tor the
cause there. When these cousts teok back the
linid which the Jandless men had seteed rh oy
tock back theis “Republic”. Ascvery

acction ol the rll."'.ir\ll ||::|= e oW ELoRaTmiIc
interprezacion of the Republic soalsa had ol
farm Labaurersop there it was land, Te the
wiorkers it was ccannmis Ijuldjng; and prapeitics
al Brivial Imgerialise.

£ we lonkac the o Projrrammaric points of
any naticnal demaocratic resalintion we can sar
that they are basizallp thoee:-
(1 Watlooal Uniey
121 Econonvic and pelitical indsperdence
(30 The land zuestion
These were basically the theee aims of the 1eish
Mational Rovelation and as per they remain o
ko sulved. The Narional Temocratic Rerolution
has vet ro be completad in Irgland. This strugme
hae been waged for fifey vesrs b various paliri-
daul identities. on various tl’..'ll:ll.!.- weithone apy
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resulls and withour any forcsweable successee.
Farties ranping from Fheins Fallin Clskn e
Poblaches te the presens day Sinn Frin have all
songhe, in thelr time and bs their wav, to
coanplete this unhnished revolimion, Tleir
reasons for failure are divesse but it is basteally
vne o politice. They failed 1o undersrimd ol
L ilTI. J.Flrl I‘.il-r il'lli III'|'|J|-i"|;|F [ Hr.ﬁ:l_‘l |_|:||_ -:I.}'I.i
mice of the Irish Bevalution and the incer
r|.'|ul||:|||:F|:p betweren its Socialist and Nazienalist
aspects. Connolly stared “if yoru remove the

English army tomorrey aond hoist the green flap
ovet Dnbhn Castle. unless you ser aboue ghe
orgamication of the Socialist Kepublic your
efforms womld be i vain. Engladd would still rule
you. She would rule vou through ber landlords
through her finanoers, through the whole army
ot commeercial amd mdndduslise fnsrtations she
has planved b thls countey amd watered wrich the
tears of our mathersand the blood of our n
tyrs. ", This pivce of Connally’s writng bas been
relegated to a serics of cliches on the Jrish
polivical scene asd political partiss sre conoent
tn mnuth sich pheases as o substitute for for-
mialiting o programme which weuld show hoss
the changny of praperty relationships is nter-
cweimed wich the vapulion of Hrrigdh Inperilism
For tactically it i & gquestion of iden tifying the
cacny and |Jn.'|.':||:'|'in|; whers che reul cnemivs ol
Irish tndependance: Tiv, ol rualizang that the Free
Lreare mull g clags s oneof dhe 1n1_.-.|i |_'|_|:;|;|_'.|d fams
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This noSggitur at at somg et
Lrish evaBitiarlr will be n #on defe
oureelves sgaitist the forces 4 Fred Siat
[T the p||||‘ri|:.-|| ren|'rr3.- |-3f S - o 1s 1
grasped then we are doomed to Tatliere, DCrazingg
thie last camipaign | 1955-62] chis was precissiv
arve el the va ntrebuting factars to the defeat
af the LRAL Young men whio had risked their
ivag in Border faids wene ordered |‘|1l,' Wl Gppoar
runist lendership to walk mildly oo che Cun Al
canentravion Tamp The political leadesdhip 3
ot tha “official" movemene toddy are wiill no
mearer discovering s political solution. If they
try and make the best of a kad jok and enter the
il aird Stormnnt the svarem they denosncs
will just swallew them vp, Expedionee from
Fianna Fail toClann na Pollichta shows chat
irzelutable. Theee so called laft l\.'ir*bnﬂ 7 are
mare reacrionasy than any so called i wht
wingers™ they mighre have degowd. Eorthp 1zh
they ey incdolps in “socislis ‘phrase mongeiing
EJL"L have divested the Be puh]i:.lr L E L
olits revolurionary pocential by dismantling and
endermining s urmed 1.'.-||1g They taik 4.-.-F+|.-,n
stapes in the lessh revalorion. Flrst we es=ablich
territarial unicy and then we tackle rhe question

of property relations in che 32 councies. Wha
da chey think the Froe Ztate will be doing while
chey are trying o vnite the covmnry 7 There
can bi nodiscinee, separacs scagesn the Ingh
revolution, True these wre stapes but thess
stagos eeerlap cach orher aad the tsks posed
are inter-woven, thus pwing an anincerrapred
revoldtion wilich will deive vut the forces of
British Imperialism and thels agents opoe and
lorr &l traams Irehind. Ualess thas lesson |s gr.l:wrl
by B piiblicans we ure ussigning ourselves bd
endless defears.

Une Method of I'i.:.l_]1 fing

Bused on the premiss of the negessity for
armed seruggle and the need to mokifize and
radicalize groater masses aFworkers, sm'l
furmess und sodents. un cverall seratepry and
programme mitst beddeveloped. To linis the
struggle to'the conlings of purely political
partics ind graopings is to relogare ivte a
proceds of endbess discussions, ineFective
mations, resalutions and dehates and 1o
sidorrack ivinto o polivical whidlpool, There ane
ehoigh parties and groups in existesce at the
moment wha clatm for themelees the leadeschip
of the coming streggle, Trwill nar kel o creae
another such orpenizacion. Action wall sest the

v alJ-lfII.:aI ol each distinct palivical phifosaphy
anid g ol that feadership will be
fra and tactice mosr be
oMk ostion. Flural mienlls
tepopraphy and
ngicy |.:||."|:|:|r.||_:-rr.r7|rs riizer b
its proper contex | and mogg
an the urhan guerrilla. 5
ut the countey, actig
grougs and politic (
usr b rthe ocder
nar v £I.'UIJFII1EH
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i rmovemant that is ane step
il in contact with che propis and
wehich ends rail- E11L‘|.il15 she mass
176 gresent sripe of developmernr.
The ohjective conditinns Fee g revelirion mst
100 be waited npon bur sous: be creared frion
the rmaterial already wxisting: Thie inability a
unwillingness of any party or group and their
luck of success in this field has made it i s
tve to credte snall armed grsugpings who can
Laae an active part in creating these npcessary
conditions, Thare are sefficient diverse political
EruLmngs in exiztencs ac the mamesit and the
crzation af one move will on'y lend furtler
the confusion already existing Thu seeh a
meweinenl must draw foc its supparc aard

man cweer an these same hadics and carey the
steepgle tea higher planie, Thers is no contes-
diction berween the building of armed groups
nnd the |.'pu:|....|11|: ol the masss movemen, Sech
actions as they will carey ous whether they be
armed ibsurrection n sane laboor dispare; the
redresssing of a sociul evil oratracks on S
propecty of its servants, will sthow o che ]'.hh'|'1||,
rh. it there 1510 existen co -'| o coeans and r-..¢

v e meEnf

methods to combat and defear a bereaucraric
capitalist state. Such actinme will Feeps e
attencicn of che Fl('ﬂPlL‘: b | TI]I_‘WWH:JHES u|||:] Py |
that exisz in cur sovie tv and will o puse the
dictatarial character of the sate maching in i
it il ingnuess w0 abrogare e privileges, |

{ ]

I theary ut beass, Repoblicaniam o nearer 40
this correct tactical appreach than thie more
u.lupl.-rl Encialist proupings 101 not zhe
guarcity of Macy digesced that makes 5 revale
tianary but the ability to prepase lur, cake par
incand ke the revalurion tht rmatse sl Sy
foctalist groupings, foe various subjectd v
reasois: hild en the belich that the nisstal e
penple muss he 'Juh[h'...]".:,. canssinng s Lol
rhi obfective conditions must be iipe befors we
start b maks this revolution Soch amridedes
will condemnn theee ta eddless Jiscusstom, the
contmnual snalyeis of actions afesre the
cvenbially v politicul exrinction
What elewates the actions af Snor Fiee 1 a
serious revolutionary plicforin is the RELEITRT fC
hEIl.‘I |.'|'||.I ‘,l-'.‘lh‘l{“uj and m|]|t1r1,' 5I_"I|F|_J|_ |p|_|_| 1M
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mud bandies’!, "eriminals™,
Witk chis form of . defamatng
conimun with the revolurion-
QETHES.

' prinang e have used reve-
oEar tack the interests of rhe
i cl lbsm in Dreland. Itis unly
h revelution warfare ther the F'r”i.-"'“'
veill truly achive the goal which his
ta= tning corupiedly cver the rnany
af unguenchabls atruggle-and
edarm. Republican Trehand has
b the Fres Stare sinee 105 cevaticn
@ been ceaselires hat ne treaties
it in the et too-distant forsoe
cessary 0o take up thic sirggde again

Al
i

Blien ab
| el

it
CLEsNARY

Sgor Lirg— Free Ireland {pronousced sey-or ayre
Eree Arate - the 26 county vegime b tlhe south
af Prebind ahich was ariginally called “Sacrstat
Eifrewmim™ {Trish Free Seare), Repu!:-k._m_l_c refase
tor recogiise ir ay the Republic,
Epﬂlf_‘gu.‘—a‘l:’rl.l.'r:_'..' Terder,
Mallowes - Livn Mellowes Repubiican ale vas
mardered b_'l-' the Free State c‘h:rl'n‘gr thee il
War, Hirwrirings from pricon seressed tie need
Tor @ soeiulist goal for the Repubiican struaple,
.Ein.llLli:L.[ﬂﬂ -the prEsen gaverning parly in the
Free State: initiared o @ split from the Repol
e meoromen ||_| Dip Falenz i |,:||1£H.:a|'..|'_~_,r
Ahirgan cuith Repx?:!qun phms.e.;:—l'r_:g} fraaf 15 mo
a divect pent of Beitish fegperialion fi Trelod,
Clawn g ,!i:ﬁ,lh;nf-n anather split from Repnb
deaniism, ol first even mose demagorically
Republizan Fher Bt Fail, bur ar the firss
-f'-r_'lr_lr."l‘l'lmll'l- it srewd fREO 4 Peac fll’-“m; '-."-'-HIH-"!LIH
gpaveremeat, abd proceeded fo persecie Rrpub-
Jlbu‘?‘iﬂ'l'tlr.:-u::'r_:, J'rlnurl.-;l-i':efl],l RO e Ear
2 betn - the polifical :.rll:l:g af the frish Repach
lican Macemeni; it splic lest year, ancd there are
Nowe P perriey callfg theaisshios Sing _Feéu,
the Officials ‘Gardiner Mace] and the Prowisia-
#als “Keyin Sireet).
Hoarse  Madvaip Pearse, owe af the main leaderz
of the Easfer Rising of 19754,



THE YUGOSLAV WORKER IN TRANSITION
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Lagreb Televizion recently broudeast the resulis
Oof o public opintion poll conduetad among the
inhabitanis of the Republic of Croatis (s repre-
sentatve mmple of twe thowsand | in which
they were mked o siate thelr opinion & 10 the
mokt wrpen! probiems aomg the Yugoday
governement todyy. The resulis are fisted here in
the ovder of importanos:

cmigration of Tabow I 5.B%
L uwsempheyment o
3. exmmence of privileg
undeserved high wages, personal
enrichment 122
4. pap between government
promises gnd their execution 9.3
o. contrast in the security of wages
of the civil service and the insecuricy
of workers carnings 5%
6. irsafficient conirol ower political
leaders and afficials 5.0%
7. ecomomic soundness of the pres
dueEive uners 57%
&, nutional inequalities 4.53%
2. insqualities in the division of
ravennaz, irvepulariies in self-
minigement J.8%
1L imsufficsent Republican powers
in relation to the faderal centre 2.0

1. militzry readiness of the army

and givil s2rvice ) B
12. wida powcrs of haiks anid
reexpariers [special type of bank) 2%
15, no problems 0.9%

The remaining 13.3% wore “don’t Ksow™ and
“nod sutidently informed ™.

The answrer no. 7 s raluted in paee, to one
of the more important problems endamic in the
Yuposlay cconomy today. (More information
will be found Rorther on.) In the aftermath of
the Fust devalization of the dinar | L9G5], e
economy has overaxtended itsell and many
projects have Been started without financial
rEsourees necesary to complets them. This hag
meant cutting down on and gwen abandoning
investnent commuitments [ for axample, the
building of Touisl infrastructure along the
coast ) which has resulted o enemplovment
and wage reductions. One furthar feature of the
table above iz the relutively low rating of
prublems deuling with the qusstiom of 1he
Republican independence from the ledarl
centre and with naticaal inecpealities, this b
somewhat tnes pecled given the recent resirpe
of 1he national sentiment in Y ugaslava

The mors imporiant answars can be illustrated
with references to the recent vicissitudes in the
Yugostay standard of living and to the problem
of labour &migration. The soocessive devaluation
of the dmer (65, "68) has not had the expected
beneficial eifect on the evonomy. Trede [igures
for the first three months of this yeéar show an
ingrease af the already larze deficit of the
balance of pwymenl, In eodanpasizon with the
tirsl q.;arl.-::r of the ksl year, exporis have
remained stationary while impaorts have gone up
by 45%. Comparing March with February of
this vear, imports are up by 44%—showing in
relative valucs a n:p:tﬁi-:m of the kst wear's
foreign trade pattern. The galloping inflation
lias hardest hit the lowest income mrowps. Alras
Already in the first quacter of this vear the eost
off Living 15 wp by 4.5% on last December's,
iteelf rizen bevond the level pradicied by the
povernment economis experis, The food prices
oy have gone up by 0% The Yuposlar trude
unions are wpdn srms s the seanomie difficul-
pes, cotiplad with the pralicical mnesctainty . has
macde the material conditions of the Yugoslzy
worker's Iife pracarions, to say the least
Threars of general strikes have been writcudafed
within the inide mion movement as well os in
ihe Federal Assembly, The secretary of the
Trade Union Federmtion Councal, Mustafn
Pjukirc, has recently declarad that the Yigoslay
popubation isnol sharing the burden of the
soonomic refornm Do the same degree bt that
the already privileged lavers ore actially pro-
tected from carrving this burden to the detri-
ment af athers. He save 1wo examples he had
in rninsd. While the prices of basie lnodstuffs
us wall as ol domasie ol @nd electrcity e
rocketed, the consumer goods ypacal of
“higher standard™ are sefling a1 hardiy ulterzil
rates. At the same time, rents of subsidised and
chrap fluts hive pone up considesably when
thnse of more [ewciows apartmends are petuslly
being subsidised against the increase, and “we
knnw who lives in them™, The effect of the
COOnOIEC Srisis % even worse in the agricwliural
seerar wheny at 2ny time 6075 of the employed
cnijov an incoms considerably heldw the Yepo-
slav srandaped 4 belowe 1,000 s 1, 200 dinars a

momnch). This haz forced the Federal Exaautive
Counsil fo consider the waes of stabilising prices
but the sugpestions considensd are weeally of cthe
Phoarstrap™ kind : fixiae prices for ggricol il
products "selective e reduction, supplos trom
foned reserees, ete. This means o bleak prospect
fur the Yugoslay worker —in particular as From

Fanuary Ist ol this vear ne economic develop-
ment plan exists, The old plan was supposed fo
be revised buf doe to political uncertaintbes
{dismantling of the federzl state sppeared to be
i podsibility ) nothing wis done

As for the export of labour, one million
{out of twenty million ) Yugosisvs are at prosent
wearking nbromd © mainly in Frunce and West
Gerntzny. The exndug of wagualified Buoc also
badly nesded quulified labour kas reached such
proportions that the Federal Governimsent has
been conmidening ways and mesns Tor sttracting
back some of these “foreign workers™ < withoui
prodocing an gvalanche of raturns. [n cthis
progess Lhe complex relutionship of the pheno-
menan to the Yugestay political and ecoarnmic
lifz has boen highliphted, A formula of
00000 errzudation iz thaught to B oplmun
for the ceonomy, According 1o this formula,
!'?'f'ln_l-ll'lﬂ o ers il rer 1Tl ._-r||| | I-_I'UII:II-Iﬂ
lzawe snch vear. There are difticultics howewer
First of all, the “forzign™ worker w4l retusn
anly if thers s g place waiting for him and 1t is
not easy to find 100,000 jobs in Y ugoslavia
today. Then there is the probiem of hoew o
aitract only skifled labour (greviously rained ar
wpitly skills learmt abroad ) This could be aceoim-
plished by economic incentives but creation of
o preferential category of this Kind would w0
reflect well on the Goveminent™s pelitical imape
Fven if jobs and materind benefits could be
guaranteed, this policy wotld come in eonflic
with the sconomic caloulations of forzien
povernments, Wesl Carmmn in particeler. Tt s
clezr that a West German emplowver, having
triined o forenm worker, sl wan! (o keep him
as leng as thers 9 the shortzge of loeal laboa
angd weoulil naod Be heppy with unceriainties
that would e a necessary cavse ol sush o
mzasare on the part of the Y eposlay Govern-
neEEnd.

An bmportant dimension oF the labour
irpmagration is the rols that “foreign ™ workers®
agvings plas i the Yuposlay trade balance. It
=is 1o be one difficolt to dspense with, as

without this influx of foscim currepey, the
holangs of puyrnents wonld Be at least twice a3
noEative as ieois today. On the other hand. it the
Yugoslay ceonomy i o stahilise at 4 relavively
coanpetitive level ir will nzed toined [aba.
The Cangrass of selt-Managers, which took
plae one 5-Ath May, oes qopposed 1o discuss
These urasnl questions in The pressnce ol 46

cizaates from shraad attending the Congross
with Tell voting righls

According o Lo Mondy, and o the momen-
rary ahzance of Yuposlay press reports, the
Conpress proceeded in a most critical (one.
Attacks were voiced not only against bureas-
crats and technocrats (according 1o some
delepates eorrupted managers should be
removed at once) but against the politicsl
leadership whose disagresmeics, some feit, has
apgravated the cconomic crisis. Delegates
mgisted on & more egalitanan divigion of reves
nues, improvementsin the fiscal systam, strugge
geainst “efatist”” elemenis. help for agricultural
]'nl'ldul,.‘l&ri. ete. The material insEcurity i3 e
lonwe-paid workers was contrasted with the
personal enrichment of some, The President of
the Federal Governmant, Mrtja Ribitchich has,
in fuis turn. called the attention of the Congress
o "the serioisness of the economic situation
aid the possible danper of social conflice™.
According (o him, “Sofation, and instability,
and desatuation of the dinar are the warat
enermies ol the working class,”

iz address ended with gsomie gecnomic
argurmients which arg reproduced here,

1. The number of enterprises that were incapable
af Fulfilling their financial obligations in 1970
has gone wp by 69% on the asme period of the
wear belore,

2. Tha loss surfered by vamons enter prises
reached lazi vear a figurs of 4,552 milion dinurs,
anly o quarter of which has been balanced.

1. Tha foseign trade defic bas pome up to
27940 million dirars, Our of 67% contralled
enrarprises, 237 will be culled (o agcount for
illegal realisation of H40 million dinars,

4. The state has lod 33 million dus fomds-
managzment in a number of enterprses 22
millinn of this hus pone to the banks which are
suppEaaed (o contml the eesnomic genintag of
L cnterpriscs

In conclusen he pleaded for preater “legalicy
and govizl discipline™. Whart will follow iz diff-
cult to predict in particulor as no detailed repord
on the urgently called meating of the Y ugosiay
palitizal leadership which {ook place 5 fow
weaks agn al Briond (Tiro's summer cesidense )
iz availakle, It is significant that the Congress
did net approve lepilisation of the right o
sirike ag had been genernlly azsumed by the
Yugashav press before the Boou mesting, The
tirures preseoted here give only 2 partizl indi-
cation to the economic backpround of the
Yool intemal politieal dynamies,

Ravloie Horm



The Labour Party has 8 desperata need of
mythe. 1931 and the batrayal of "a lew rene
gacies” finds s necestar y complemant in rosy
mearnortes of 18945 and the “bloodless ravolu
tion”, Imagas af Charchill’s Rolls leaving tha
Palace 1o make way for Attles’s Standard 10
smiling miners chalking “peopla’s coal” on the
smams arel gratetul pensioners trying on theer
spectacies all appear to form a justification for
the Labogr Party—past, presant and futore

It weas far from certain that the Labour Farty
would break from the seartime Mationegl Coali-
thon Government after the war, Attles saw nb
prassing naed and wrote of the coalition: i
harve very plessant memoaries of working with
my collesguas in ihe Government. [ was seldom
that any Party issue arose to divide us.”" But
theare werp 1argn_=lr forces at play than the wishes
of Labour leaders. The working class had bean
radicalised durinﬂ tha wwar and wone cerfain that
they wiould not have back the old Tory gann
They wanted & radical chanos, [hey Ihu-_lg.hl
that the Labour Party would carmy through that
change; This prassure was reflected in the
Dacamber 1344 Annual Conference of the
Latsour Party whan the debagates insisted ona
pedecy of large-scale natoneisaton 1o be
“democretically controlled and operated in the
matiorial interest, with representation of the
workers angagad thergin aed of consumeans -
There could be no coalition and it was only
Harry Pollltt and the CP thet calied for 8
government of “national unity ' including rep
rsarvbabives of all Fartes supporting the deci-
wons af the Yalta confarance

After the election—the new era in industry?

Labour wwon by a landslicle. Larmge sactiors ot
the working class expected socialism, although
Ry weara @ Bittle hary a5 10 wiial That meant.
Certminly some Tories thowght s0. The morning
witer the poll thets was a rush an Wimledon
Fost Diffice, m response to the wictory of the
Latour candsdate, by frightensad Torieswhao
wished to withdraw thair mondy betare the
rewaluton began,

It b5 true that the Labour MPs sang the " Hed
Flag ™, or a1 much a8 they could rernember, at
tha first maeting of tho new Parljarment, but
wodsa than that the Wirnbledon Tories did not
Baen 1o sufier

Britizh capitalism had come out of the war in
& wvery bad state. In 1938, its foreign invastments
Fad goined a net profit of £175m But this had
fallan to E30m by the and of the war, bnvisibls
Cesrmings’ had faflen from E332m to & mings
guantity, Half of the pre-war export trade had
Deen lost to LS imperialism. One third of the
marchant nawvy was sunk. The coal industry,
which had not been really profitabbs since thie
First World War, weas in 8 bad state of repair and
s production wis dovwn S0m tons an pre-ear
figures. The railways and gas industry wara on
thair last legs. The slectricity industry could

only fupply haplf of the demand, [t was precisely
these infra-structoral sactors of the aenomy
that hed ta be renovated it British capizalism
weas 1o get ot the ground, Britain was, after the
wear, thg world's lergast debrtar nation, & miracls
wias nagdad 1o praseree British capitalism, and
its fame was Clemant Attles.

Woodrow Wyatt was correct o point out,
that the Labaur Government had not deslt any
rereniutionary blows at the capitslist class in its
first pedad in afficn, But reforqrms ware intra-
ducad in the early months the first moves wara
made 1o repeal the 1927 Trades Disoute Act, o
rationalise the Mines and tha Bank of England,
to astablish a Mational Health Service and
matiomal insurance schame The msasures were
nat in fast substantially anti-capitaliet. The 18708
Sankey report had called for nationalisstion of
the rrimes, In reality, it was essantial that such
industrigs, that weera no longar prafitablie, should
be nations lFaesd and subsidised if British capits-
lisrrvas & whele was to recover, Bnd, of coure,
thars was ra quastion of naticnalisation under
workers' concrol. The nationalisations were
bureaucratic and they did not In any way arode
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dustry that was potentially prafit-misgking and
that was on the natiomalisation “shopping-ist™
was [ron and steel. This was the very industry
that o attemipt was made to nationalise inthe
first period of Labour rule.

Furthermore, ex tremety gensrous compessation
was paicd Lo the ailing firms that were nationa
lisec, Tha “exprogrinted”’ capltalists waers com-
penzated 1o tha tune of a1 leass C3,000m, which
they then reinvested in profitable grawth indus-
trigs. This bonus of Fguid funds played 2 major
role in nursing & sick British bourgesise back to
naalth. Bul this radical period ol Labour Govern
Ment was 5000 1o come to an end. In June

1846, Herbert Morrizon told the Labour Party
Confgrance that, "The Government is as far Left
9% i5 consistent with sound measor and the natio
nal intorast.”

Someoody had v pick up the bBill for the
codt of the welfare benefits, the housing pro
gramme and the rescue ap&ration on British
capitalism. The working class had 1o pay. Indirect
teees wara rased all round, Statford Cripes was
qiven tha job af dealing with the uniong and
impesing a wage fraeze. In Fabruary TH3E,
Cripps isswed the White Paper, “Personal In-
comes, Costs #nd Prices”™. THic Ergued that
"I s pisential that there shiould b no Turther
ganeral increasa in the level af personal incomeas
WIthOUT 81 lessl & corrasponding incraass in the
vaslpme of progiuction
sanvices are available for the home market, thera
4 ono justificstion for any general increase of
medividusal maney INcomiEs Such an increass il
migrely raise costs of production withowt making
rmiore goods availebla and a0 can only hawva an
Inllgtionary effect” The mesege s clear and
drearily familiar, Tha TUC, 1o oblige “thair"”
gowemment, called & speciel confarence of unian
e proul iwes wiet agrssd ona policoy of restraint
lon and by their members|, By the end of 1943
rizgal wages woera loeeer thisn im0 7847, Tha Labour
Governmant, 10 & far greater extent than the
subspguent Tory pdministration, vigonoushy
intervened against strikes. Troops were used in
thie 18945 Dack strike and again in 1948 during
the solidarity sctions by the dockers with the
Camadian Seamen’s Union, The sif avoweed loft
winger Mye Beven dragged docker militants to
court in 1957 and Hartbey “eig-ara-the-mastars
row”” Shimucrocs prosecuted. One of the major
foats that Laboor carried oot for British capita-
liem waas o keep tha real rise in wages from
1945.51 down to &% - 1% per wear of Labour

. Umtil mora goods and

el ;

Stesl nationalisation

The nationslisation -of wron and stesl was a key
issea for the Gowernrment. This indostry was
cecisivaly different from those previously o
nalisad. 1t had had farge sums rocentiy investieo
i it and was confidently axpected to bacoma
profitabla again in the nea futore. 11 was slso
a rmanufactanng industey that controlled the
haartland of British incostrial capital, ship
building, motors and enginearing in genaral, It
wiits, tharefora, quite apparent that the Douar-
gedisia would oppose this maasure vigoroushy
and consaquently, if the Laboor Party saricuosly

sl avmda casslenlins amal

P ool S s

Governrment would kave (o foree this nationa-
bsstion through in the sarly years af its office
whille it was strong. As mantioned abowe,
MWlorrison ansured thet this did nat happen,
Ingtead, Or. H, J. van der Bijl wes brought ever
1o axplain how the South Adricen nationalisad
steal industry worked, His jol was to convines
thir British industry that nationalisation was
miat sich a bad thing. that it might bring sdvan-
tages and that particpation on the Iron and
Steel Board o help plan for nationalisation
would be wise move. At the pid af 1948, the
British lron and Stesl Federation agreed to
halp on the Board snd took ovar a series of
leading positions. The Board itsalf did nathing,
brut in April 12947 the Government decided to
ratinnalise during the '37/48 Parliamentary
sassion. As 8 result of this declsien, the chalrman
ot the lren and Stael Federation, Sir & ndress
Duneen, contacted Atthee with a “cormpromise”
farmula. The lron and Stesl Board should have
ingressed power over tha industry. 11 should
taE ower the inforrmation services of Steel
House thome of the BISF}. The Board should
be in & position to recommend that the Goeern
rrant should nationalise any partisularly ineffi-
ciant ar recaleitrant firme The Gowernmant
would have no powers 1o nationalise withouwt
thar Board meking such a recommandation!
Attler was erthusiastic about the scheme and
told Morrison, ... thisschema isgood .. | like
thasa idess very musch, and 1’1l certainly suppart
anmeThirg a||.'|"-g thwse linas, ™ Thy selloat was
toy mrach tar tha Labowr left and 8 subseguent
rewnlt stoppad the deal, The result was a wasta
of time that meant that plans far nationalisation
Fad 1o he sheleed for a Turther wuar

Tha mcord raading of tha Bill took placa in
late 1948, Thea Bill had turned out to be a
mexdest affair in that tho namas, administrative
srructores and hoards of directors of the firms
wrara 1o ba preserved, But the capitalist class
wras feeling mare confident. The Lebour Party
wints cutliving its nsefulnes in office,. & general
cffensive was leanched. The Torles tabled 480
armiencdmients (o the Bill, Tha House of Lords,
wihich had besn very guiet in the early years of
| abanr rule, hegen to impose conditions and
dalayad the aperatian of tha At uatil Setobar
1950 which was after the date of the naxt
general elaction. Labour mangged 1o owin the
claction of Apri! 1920 by a small margin, Tha
Minister of Supply, Strauss, approeched the
|reery ared Spepl Federation for g list of suitable
names from whom ka coukd pick mermoers of
the nationzlised Corporation, The BISF rafused.
The Govermnmant, they replied, had not ootained
a clear majority 81 the polisl Sracs desounced
the staelmasters: 'This is not 8 guestion of &
numbar of people individaally and indapandanthy
orming to & decigicon that they do not want 1o
tgrva on the Corporation. This is concertac
action by a mumbear of peaple far the spesific
purpose of sabhataging @0 Act of Perliament, ™
This of course was perfactly true. Tha British
bourgeoisie tetshice Parliarment for just as leng
a5 is profitabla. Anyway thay wera going to geat
vy with i, since (e Labour Govarnrmenl

do thet to the steel-rmasters, Eventually, a
Corparation Board wes assembled from the
usual collection of businessmen { Hardiar, the
haad af British Owygen, was chalrman), retired
soldiers and carear diplomats |n Fabruary 1851
the steal industry was tronsterred to the peoph
The Torias raturned to power an 25th Gotobar
1961 and had affectively annulled the nationall-
sation of steal by 13th Movember-—three weeks
of resolute action was anaugh to destroy five
wagrs of Labour caution.

Welfare or warfare?

In Home affairs thie Lstboar Governrment could
point to thair welfara raforms and howss build
ing programrne o coser up for their total lack
of socialist direction, But on foreipn affairs thai
record veas totally appelling. The *liberation™
of India was o mere bending 1o necessity with
partition and massscre as an integral part of
Labour's gemarasity.

The

reality wes spalt out by an Amerncen Secratary
aof State wha, in discussing the Potedam Con-
ferpnes, sacd: 'Britein's stand on the issues
befora the Confarance wes not altered in the
slightest, s far a5 we could discern, by the
replacement of Mr. Churchill and Wr. Eden by
K Attles and Mr, Bevin.” &nd that i how the
Labour Govarnment want on. Bavin: showead
himsalf te b ane af the most ferochous cohd
war warriors eithar sida of the Atlantic. The
pro-Meto policy firmly entrenched Labour a5 on
of & marican imperizlism's rmost celiable allies.
From Berfin to Kored, Labour stood tirm for
peace. freedom and profite Ceer the Koraan
wear, Marizon linad up with tha most extrema
of American hawrks and agreed 1o SuppEart 8n

ax tengion of tha war into China. |t was impas
sible ta separate aut an aggresieely right-wing
foreign policy from a mikdly refomring palicy
a1 home A masswve rearmament policy ai the
time of Kares ogicslly led to Gaitskel s hud et
of Spring 1951 and a balance of payments
deficic of owar £400m, The budget raised an
extra E700m in taxation to pay for rearmament.
Dinee again the working-class were soaied, Tha
Mational Health Service was savaged &s chasges
were imposed, Labourism weas not, from that
moment, even wallerism. The high tids of
reformism was over.

What 15 the balence sheet of the "45-51
Labour Gowernmant? I most ksting contribe-
tion was te put a shaken British capitalism back
on its feet. An axport trede of ES30m s 1946
Pl ey @xpanded to E2254m in 19600 Tha
initial work of the Lebour Gowernment in eco-
nomic plEning and even nationalisation wes
welcomed by such influential bourpenis spokes:
man 25 Lord Chandas and Loed Kilmuir. 11 was
riot until the proposed steal naticnaelistion that
the FEI decided that lurther taxation, welfare
ard nationalisation might in any way disturh
the balance of capitalist power.

Tha whole experience of this
peried verifies that thea role of reformism is nat
to weakan but to stremgthen capitalism, It woul
ke vorally falss, hawewer, to imagina that larga
sectors of the working class saw thraugh the
Labour Party. Ire facr woting fagures, admittsdly
rat & wary satistactory messure of conscious-
ness, show that the Labour Party wan 12 millio
wotas in 1948 and 14 millkan in 1951, Thoss
fWlarx ists whn, fatally underestimating the idec-
logicel hobd of Labsourism saw Labouor as =
“Karensky govamment ' that wwould be tossed
atide by tha workess, paid a s price in
tarme al their mgffectivaness and the defections
to the Right that they suffersd, Egualky, the
proposition that the logic of events and long
resslutions feom the wards woulel ex peoase
aoaal-Democracy was discrad ited. Merxists,
wehile rationally and saberly understanding the
strenoth of Labourism, have themselves 1o
combat Social-Democracy by explaining the
rirle of tha Labour Party in specific and non-
abstract way and by leading stneggles that con-
cretely posg g alternativa in practice 1o
refarmism.



DATA CONFERENCE
BLACK CONFERENCE GEALTACHT

THE 1971 CONFERENCE OF IXATA

The 1971 conference of the Draughismens and
Allied Technicians Asscecintion, held at Easi. |
Bourne feom Jed—Tth May, was ome of the most
imporiant union conferences this year. This was
trie nol dmply because of the paliticol
resoloticns that were sdopted at the conference
bul ulso becouse it was the firl conflerence held
by DATA since it became the Technical and
Supervisory ssclion al the Amalgamated Union
of Englaneeriig Workers, This undon simslgs -
matinn can potentinfly e of grent sgnificance
if the addition of DATA delegates 1o shop
Moor shop stewards commitiees can be wsed
to ereate an stmasphere of solidarity between
Telue’ and “white' collsr wirrkers

DATA i nol only aoe of the mos militant
umnicns in the couwniry bt its represantatives
to conference are also amongst the mosl
pobtically aware. The main pofition] power
insisde the Upton is the Communist Party,
topether with o sprinkling of Maoisis and
mdiwiduals from the Intermationn] Socialist
Group and Intermational Marxist Group. The
right wing within the Labour Party have
absolutely no infleence, with the “Tribunelies®
confent to sl their paper.

Because of ity militancy and policical i
swareness the umion i freguently wspgled |
atll by the capitalist clzss ter attzck. A
circular has been picked wp, witch has been
allepedly send roond employers by the
Enmneering W Employers” Fedeaton 1alling
the former that the Fedemtion is oping o
Kitl the union by exhausting its funds’ The
Assocmation 5 cerfainly havinge o dilfecull time
financially i the moment senee 8 300 oot of 4
tatal memiseiship of 11000 ane smeEmphoyed,
It has been estimated that this nedmber will
rige to 20000 by the-end of this yea

With DATA paying out £5 per week io s

‘nemployed members, it i obvices That o grest
finzncial burden is impossd on the Association
It seems chear that the employers will sel=ct
“test cases”in order fo sap (he sirength  of
the orgnrisation. In this situsticn, rhe DATA
Loalgreno declded Lo ruise the kowvel of sub
soriptions and imposs 2 pofitical kevy 1o Belp
i undmployed memibere A ko the rate of
arike pay has been redoced from 809 1o 609
of nett pay, although this figuire s sl the
highest ziute for any wnion in the country,

With this increase in subscripticns, 8
puliticnl levy & reduction in strike pay,
mounting Enempkoyment throughout the
countTyY Leven m areas not usually assacinted
with high unemplovment Le, the Midlnds)
and, a Grovernment hell-bent on destroying
phe Assocmtion, the E'Jh_||_-|_"-|_|-,lg conscioushess
of lhe DATA tembers isin real aeed of an
organigation which will be able 1o formnlate
& prowramme to brivg down the Tory
Govera ineant,

FOLTTIC S AND THE COMMUNIST PARTY
Dre mfluenve that was notably shsene from
the conferenos was the Lizison Commities

for the Defence ol Trade Unions, it never
showed itaell onee ar the Conference, and vel,
Lhe Communist Party bus almost complete
perlitical domiration both inside the Linison
Committes and BATA. Why did the Comimunist
Purty not kold a mesting ootsids of Conference
Bours Ceven if it was not under the suspicss af
the Linison Committes]) to diacess the Gght
agninst the BODE T 8 because they have a “wail
and see’ sl0i0mde™ The showing at Conference
winld certainly sugpest 1his i i0 were not for
the fact that a aumber of Communist Pacry
dzlegates voted [or the call of Genoral Siciks.
It may be that there is n spliv inside he
arganisniion. of they put-on 8 lefi’ fce,
having Full koow ledge that this metion could
be featiivted in the Totare

Revalutionaries of cocre, especially in ¢he

Trotak wist moverend, know st the Com-
munist Porty leadershlp will hald back any
gtrcmgis ot independent working ciass getion
Axthe rapid decline of capitalism is lrecomimpy
CVEI OLOre Appareitl, «o loo gie we ezl
aweare of the pesuve resislance of e Cammunst
Party. AL ths Cotlferanas, the Coonmunist
Pariy delegates were muck moce converned
with internal electoal jugzling, o with
mokilising & zection of the werking class in

a politieal Hzhe agzainsl the Tory Gowernmiens

Becpuse of the obvious ek of diseussion or
apecial meetings held by the Communial Party

3t means mose Chan ever (hol this orpanisation

will noi fead o strugpbe againsr the capitalis
class—this parletic ailitede menns that other
arganiations will have to take-ug the fight
inside AT A and other trade unions in an
allernpi to pressurise the Trade Union Move-
ment {including the Commumisd Marty and the
Ligison Comamittes) inlo more pobitically
effective action

THE CRUCIAL MOTION

The mest importan: mation on the Agenda

vead the deabing with the Industrisl Relations
Bl Bt was o composite motion which read as
follows- “This Kepresenintive Council inscructs
the Executive Committes 1o oppose any Torm
ol anti-trade union legislition by osing the b

rdustrial and potitical strength of thid dnian i

necessiry,. Ther e were seven amend monts o
this motion; two of thes were withdrawn and
tevo where Tost in the vote. The mosl imporian]
amendment wos the $ih, which read. 'add ac
end —“including calling upaen the T,1L0 Tor
penersl strikke nction” This amend men! came
(rom Mewcaslls Wast Branch and the dalegars
who wasan 1 5 member. According Lo Lhe
“Warkars Press' report (who by the way LR

in excellen] covernpe of the Conforence,
altheugh they had no delegats), “The mover

af the cruzial resolution which calls on the
T.UC to crganize (veneral Sirike potion against
the Bill"™ told them “'that the trade cabons
should all pull together to prevenl the Torv glan
lér wrmash the organized working class"" Workers
Press, May 4ih 18971),

175 nice to pot forward such sentiments, bul a
Py they 2re nol pul inid practice] When the
Mewcastle West Branch delegate was approached
the day before the amendment was moved by &
member of the Internstionnl Marx st Groop
who wanled (o second the amendment, the
ariginal mower stated that he had no obicctionz
In oot e aaid that he had mot 28 yet contacied
nnyone o second the amendment? [magine the
shock the |ntemmational Marsist Group delegate
recetved wisen Lhe criginal mover siepped on (o
Ehe rostreem the following day and promptly
asked Tor withdrawal of the amendmicnt!!

Fortunately the Prosident movesd the nmends
ment, £ he Clydebank Branzh delepate, whe
wid an IMG member seconded. and after &
mizmber of specehes the vobe was laken. The
Executive Commitles were apainst the smend-
el becauss it would qur down “the sreaal
Mexibilit v, However. the rank and Uil of the
Conference voted in favour of the amendmest
The subsiantive motion was ag Pollows:-"This
Representative Counc] instrusis the Executive
Commiltiee o nppose any form of aiti-trads
union lemslaticn by asing the industrial and pol
iticaletrength of this wnion in oo useticn wilh
the & U E.W. including calling upon the T.U.C
tar peneral sirike pcticn. “This molion sill ke
submitted to the AU E W, Confereace inn June.

MOTIONS ON INTERNATIONAL TOPICS

Intermarionally there were wo moetions which
aboled Sel the scens for some action within Lhe
DATA membership. One malion soncemed
Indzeldng and the other South Africa. Bolh are
b be submitted to the ALLLE W, Conference and
both call for real action, The motion on Sowh
Alrice wes already being pul into procticos by
DATA membars emploved at fhee Westland Air-
vraft Company. who hoave ‘Blocked” the supply
af axreeall to the ruciulists [ Sovch Africa Let's
hepe thar tn the Dutere, [2ATA members will
tukg aimitlar action on Indochinag. They should
draw inspirafion from che Austiakian tnele
unicnists who refussd o work on a Vigtnam
supply ghip, The scope For such action Ls
Britadn is tremencdons, sines these ace nuwmerous
Cioma Thronghout the length and breadiy ol 1yis
couniry where poods are supphaed direcoly o in-
directly to bndeching which aid TS Linperialiam,
The resalution oo [dochieg is excell=al itszif in
that it clearly cacopmises the necessity of an MLI
vy,

DaATA's NEXT STEF

The next atage o DATA s evolution will he of
vital concero to ol trade uniomste, for, topetlier
wilh the wther secrions of the A LLE. W0 will
be leoked upon as the organization which will

give a clear lead in tee coming strapples,
However, pure trade unioilsm will nod syceeed ;
unless the politics  of the situation is seen we
will just have continual defends like that nflicted
by the March [8th TUC decision. The DATA
decision however shows just how trade unionism
and politics can be biendec.

Dopald Waterson

ELACK PEOPLE IN BRITAIN ORGANISE

A witally important eonference took place In the
Alexandea Palace on the weekend of May 227
33red. 11 wus the first all-Britsin conferenos of
Black people. and almed at drawing together
Hlack orpganisiions from all areas and laying

tbe basis for effective action apainst Lhe

racialist Tmmigration Bill, The main tendan-

cies involved were the Black Panther Movement,
and the Black Unity and Freedom Party,

The conference wis evidenes of the growth
and maturity of the Black movement In
Britain. The dewelopment has bean fantastic;
not ondy bas the movement extended much
firmet roots into the blsck communits,
especially amangst young people, but its
politien] anakvss hos deepened, ane It has
grovn in self-confidence and audacicy, At
fired the movement in Britein was, inevitably,
very much influenced by the movement in
the Uniled Slates, but now it has developed
iks own dynamic, and is Tocused around Lhe
problems faced in Britain, The Afro-American
expericnce is of courss, 8 basie factor buot is
part of the general background of the movement,
Man v pilfalls have bean evoidad In partioular
“Cultural Wattonallam,” which has tended to
be a divislve question in the TS, in Britaln
is simply one strand of the movement, it
piays an important mbe in creating self-
confidence and unity, bt ks subsidiary to
the political aspoets of the strogple.

THREE THEMES

The conference md chree main themes;-

11 Bloch People hane a right o be in Hriloin
L5 G0es ol mean 4 "rght’ in che iberl
sense, but i based on the fact that the ex-
ploitation of Black a5 slaves was a

vital part of the accomulation of Capital in
Bricain, which led to industrialisation, and {hat
ak importanl poctures o the history of Britein
ilack people were used Lo provide necessary
cannon fodder, and cheap labour, Thess fols
arg very important for black people who might
be disoriented by the press propaganda that
they are Upeesls” in this country.

iThe struggie of Black Peopie in Britain is part
of the struggie af ke people of the Third Workd;
the strupglos are interdependent, une helps the
other. 1o particolar thor is o vrary dizect ve-
lationship with Uhe struggle in che Carbhaan,
) The Liberation of Blick Meaple can anfy ba
conapmnaled by the orerthrow of eapiielism in
n socinfist revelution In Lhis revolucion black
people will be Mghling side by side with Lheir
while fellow workers, but in that slruggle Black
people will play an extremely important parl,
and right now, becauze of Lheir oppression, and
because af the roformist and resctionaey mysti-
fications that grip the mass of (he srhite working
clazs, black people are going to be vilally im.
porrtant in creating the eonditions for o revolo-
Liomnary steupgle,

SOME GAPS

Imevicably the eonference showed up somme gaps
In Lhe movement; the most serous heing the
luck of any veal parlicipation by Asian organis-
dtionz While the Wast Indians had pulled io o
wide spectrum of their community che handiul
of peapbe from the Indian Sub-Continenl ware
committed policical, militants Beside this the
other things which can be said are relatimly
mirgar. The scrictume of the vonferenos
did not allow the development of oy discusion
from Lhe [loor, again this was practbeally impos
sible in the Ally Paltv, bt more seriously there
was ned o real hammerdng oub of concrete plans
for action against che Trmmisration Bill, LLis to
bier hopeel Lhal Lhe national links formed betwesn
the previously very locallzed Black arganisations
will speedily bring this aboot
MNERSD FOME AT 100N
Finallv, 15 cheee anywhere mow, @ven in Lha
embattled corriders of Clapham High S0, any
~white “revolutionary ™ swohe still holds the liberal
Fabizn notion thal the black movement is
“rapiplist™ Buch people mre going to be ex.

[

posed us the reactionsries they are as the Black
peaple awing inlo attion, Bul also those wha
pay lip service to che impartance of Black
people organising themselves had betier slart
getting involved in some action or they will be
lefl bekind, The Black Panther Movement is
arganksing & demonstralion on Saturday June
Sthat 1.000pm from Handsworth Pack, Birming-
ham. See vou there comrades?

Hh Parelle

BLOW UPIN THE GEALTACHT

Everyone knows nbout the sitmation in the
Morth of Treland, bul British revalutienaries
have virtually fwrored the seruggle in the
Grealtacht, {the 1= eneal o rens of Treland),
while it has ceached new neights of militancy.
Drespate the claims of dee Dionoa Foil govern-
ment, that it & trying to prorect and revive the
Irlsh Banyuape, its economic policies are beacking
to the depapulation of the Gealtacht, Unless
this trend is peversed, in the not too distant
future there will be no native Trish speakers
beft, and Irish will be as dead as Laidin. The
“Republican ™ twentysix coumiy povernment
will thus have consumpaced the ek started by
British imperialism |

The peaple of the Gealtacht ate determined ot
to pecept thelr fare withour resktance. and led
by gehilissisencht Chearta Sibhialia nn Geal
tachis, {(Geslracht Coivil Rights Movement)
have been enpnging in a austber of very mili-
tant demonsiealions.

The latest attnck oo the Gealtacht is the
withdrawal for the summer of the payment of
unempleyment bencflt to slngle males in roral
areny The answet from the Genltacht was irm,
the loeal office where benefit forms were sipned
in Ros Muc, Co.Galway wis hlown up. Despite
the Fact that nll the windows were shattered, the
building was left a shell, and ihe front door wes
blown thirty feet, Incnl people *.wers jisked &
they had heard or seen anyvihing vousual dur-
ing the aight They spid they had not™, {Irish
Times 18,5711

O, and by the way, the office als happensd
ter be the local Garda Sinchonn, {Fuzz)

Station!
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Speakers EOIN O MURCHU
Gaeltacht Organiser for Sinn Fein.
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DERMOT KELLY, NICRA

Parade from Speakess’ Corner (Marble Arch)
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4. 15 pan.

RELEASE THE IRISH POLITICAL
FRISONERS.

Fublished by Clanm,

__:I-'[H Lillie Bd.. Fulbham 5%a,

o

Ploasg sand me THE RED MOLE for tha next
6/12 months. | encloss chegue/®.0. /cash for
£1/E2.

............................

i = 1 T S S .

THE REDC MOLE, 182 Pantonville Aoad,
Landon N7, 0 -837 6954, 01-278 2616,

Foreign subs: Apa/Sfrica/AustraliaMEs
Amevica: £5 per year [alemaill; £3 par waar
(ardinary ]

West Europe: £3 per year,

EENTORIAL BOARD: Teng Ali. Rabin Bluckbues,
Uhenhamen Chimarengwonas, Peter Gowan, s
Havler. Alan Janes, Pul Jardan, Dave Kendall, Branks
Blagars, Metl Midd kton, Bak Purdie.

DFESEGM: Perzg 100

DASTRIBLTION: Debbae Dodpe

Bhlizhod &y Redgockedr for The Bed Mole,

18X Pontonville Road, fovecion A7

O FFT G084, (8208 A0S,

Frimied by T Prinkapo Prece Laf 77016,
IXD Fenronville Soxd, Lordon % 7,

WE RECOGNISE OUR OLD FRIEND,
OUR OLD MOLE, WHO KNOWS SO
WELL HOW TO WORK UNDERGROUND
SUDDENLY TO APPEAR—

THE REVOLUTION, —MA&x



WHEN RENAULT SNEEZES
THE FRENCH BOURGEOISIE CATCHES COLD

The occupation of the Ronault factories in
France s an evert of the arestest siqnificanes
In particular it reprewents 3 raal stees Tarward in
= Erugdle agoinst the French Communist Party
PO

The origingl dispute in the presen: stroggls was
Wi @1 the Le Mans plant where for some months
the workers had been fighting a viciows job
saahuation schema, Mattess tinally came to s
Pl on Thursday April 20th and thewarkprs
o Le Mg ocoupisd the factory. Mestings were
faetdl b solidarity with Le Mans ot the other msin
Fenault factoripsClean, Billancourt Fline Tha
=ansoemant refaliated with g lockout, The site
EDOTwas Theén posed 35 10 whether the wiorkars
waee 80 back down os to heighten the struggle
They responded firgs by SCoupying Cleon and
e Bllsncourt. I the manaperment now wished
B0 sealinue the lock out it would have 1o Tight
# pviched battle to evict the strikers from the
Bactomy. The resylt was the lsrgest fattory Goou
Pt o France since May-Jumss 1968, In Buro
Py b whiat it means is that the Renmalt
WOEReTE are onos again sowiny that the ey
oy Bo defeat the capltalist class is nnt 1o let it
Tsur 1he omiteativa, bot to take tha amiingrrs By
tree thwosl fight froem the start. tn sddition the
Flomssult workers arg onca mare showing this: the
B faiory occupaton is ong of the most affec
Taea dorms of work ing class sirpgyle

The role of the French
Communist Party

Eh French Communist Party Yor owver 30 vears
i commpiletely dominated the political lite of
B French work ing class. |1 s the mast Stalini-
ped Cownimnisnisl Party outside Eastern Europe
t policies-are an obiEct lesson in what |
Smrting creature Stalinism is In

Freach polrtice 11a pem m
Beating and sometimes killing, l=M opponents,
= diiwrming the French veorking class in 1954
i gncling the factary ocoupatons in 1968

' miernEl policies ara neverihelpss mild comio-
e 80 i1 foreign politics, whare at variouos
Eam o has denounced Algerian fighlers against
Eemnch Imparialism as “Hitlerite killers™ and
et massages af salldarity 1o French troops in
lewio-China

Froem the revalutionary events ol Way-June
968 the POF emerged dazed, |15 massive elect
oral cefeat in that wear macls i all oo clear
et of couldd never elain 1o be the'party ol
oeier which it 50 moch wished to be, O the
otfes hano, svair the vagus teft’ noises which it
Sl ke Wi not sufficient 1o prevent 3 rapid
gowth ol revolutiongry oroanisations, partic
wlarfy the Ligue Communiste | The French
Section of Tha Fourth International)

Frowm June 1968 10 tha begirmiing of 1971,
i PLF had attemplad to deal with thess rey
Slutionary groups by declaring thal thay were
cormposed simply of stedents, But this becama
maoie a@nd imore ||4v.'|-::|u5|-,' a e @ tha revolur
snries gainad stronger logtholds insids the
tactorias and became capable of arganising
lprge dernonstrations and carnpagns on key
political issnos The climax of this period of
itruggle came when 20000 demonstraned i=
sipport of the Burgos prisoners threstanad
with death hy the Franco risgpirmae, and in full
scabe physical confraniation with tha Fascists
wihen the Ligee Commueniste end other argan-
isartions decided to break up & election mest
ing af thr Drdre Mouvesy IFrench Fascist Org
snsatonl, This action was sypportad by larps
setions of Sociafist and Communist worcers

Al thess actions oul tremandous saliticn)
presmire on the French CP, But the final stram
cama forit on May 18t on the traditional May
Bay parades. The PCF and the Trade Union
Foderation undaer its contral, the CGT, wried
10 peann t revolunonares marching ¢n thesa
parades. The revolutionaries repliad first by
crganising thair own parade in Pers, which was
attanded ko 15,000 sacales, and shap oy muarch
Ing on the CET demonstration. Mast mportant
al all, the other main rrada wiion faderaticon,
the CFOT, wes camplately split dowen the myidd | s
on whather 1 support tha revolutionarjes e
ot In Paris iteelf, many CFOT mambsers march-

=% haée rhnceEd T

The Bad Mala 1 Tiwa 70% Ao 1A

od with the revolutionarios, and outside Paris,
tn many araas the CFDT insistad on the right

al the revolut cipats in the
parages, |1 wes niow impossible for the PCF 1o
assert That the revalutionaries werns not parst of
the work ing class movement, The PCF there
fore decided to resort o methods of ghysical
viclence against the revalutionaries, 1t fowsd a
pratext in the davbing of the tombs of e ox
laaders af the PCF, Therer and Cachindan sct
almost cortainly carried out by the palice | The
PLF decfared that the revolutionaries were res
ponsitle and that they were ‘fascists’) At Apn.
ault and Lo Coumave, & suburb af Par is, they
organised gangs o sttack the revolutionaries
insiuding members of the Ligee Communiste
and the OO 805 wd th razors, elulss and flick-
knives. Unfortumataly for the Stafiniste
howerer the revolutionaries are no lanqer 5o
tiny that they cannot hit back. In particular, tha
PCF's action has met with & hards of condamn-
ations from within the Franch warking class
mavermient itsehf. In addition the Fourth Inter
sational, sn Sunday May 16th, held & dermon
stration of 36,000 o mark the eentan ary of the
Paris Communa. This did not fit 14 with the
PCF's porirayal of tha revelulionaries a3 a
‘mere handfel’ and densted their canfidanca, The
final straw howover is the Aenault strike.

INAres To gt

The French Communist Party and
Ranault
Ewan fatar the acoepation of the factories, aco
ording to the PCF thase was no strike st Ren-
auty, @nd the fectories were occupied “to peot-
et the progner by of the people of Franoe again-
sb sabrtage. Thes fine wis a Bit much even for
the meperts in doubla talk of the PCF But was
torcad o 11 by tha pravious lies of the Fremch
Commusist Party in Benaull

First of all the PCF took mo sction in SUREOr
of tha worsers ot Le Mans and 5oy than dec
furad thet the threat of & lock out was meraly
o rurour sprgad 20088 1o scare the workers
they 1hen set aboul systematically wahotaging
the strike, :

At Le Mans they used their position ta get
all votes taken by g sacret balls 5o a5 to allow
an 223y timea for the scabs, 7500 workers left
the meating in disgust. At Clean g vote was
organised ot which tharg was a mastha majority
o an ualimited sirika. The PCE, acting
through the CGT foreed a recount. Again shara
was u crushing majority for g sirika, The PCF
quaranteed that thay would inform the maming

shift ot the declsion ard arganiss it for tha
sirike. The naxt morning no reprasantizive of the
CGT sppaared and only the Ligus Communiste
militants were thers o inform the workers of
the actian. At Billancourt, the CET organised

a maeting at which thay dencuenod the ‘lefo
wing fascists” who were urping 3 strke. Thav
declared that the problam was ane for the Le
Mans workers and not for Billancou

Whan e workers went on 1o ignore the
advice of the PCF and Geeupy thair factarips,
the Parey want mad. |t declared it tha ootUgy-
ations wede part of a vast "plot anainet the st
innafised industrias™, it declared the gousrnment
wat hehind the accupations, it dedared that the
strika weould force Fensult to losa its pasitian
inthe car market and evervone would be mads
refunedant,

Unfortusetely for the PCF, the warkers of
Reneult hiwe understood that the strogale of the
workers at La Yans concerns them all. In fact
Fhis is 50 cbwions 5o all exceps the Stalinlsts
that esen mambera of the CGT have distrisuted
lzaflats declaring that "whes 2 group of wesrk-
ers P decided 1o ave o strika, the role of
trede-unionists is not ta pui a bragk on the
movgrmest 00 the cantrary, the tek is to look
for, with the workers, the rmast efficient way of
sichiseing success. Thie most impartant weapon
in thiz is the sweading of the strike wntil it
invabies the greatest mumbsar of workers possisle
Whan the CGT leader Svluvain triad to spaak
agamnst the occupetion he was first hackled, and
than the Billancours workeard followead the ri
olutionaries aod vomed mearadhelmingly for a
strike and acoupation,

AL the fime of writing, the stroggle inside
Hengult has not come 10 a0 end, Thanks ta the
oocupation, the workersare in @ position of

mast important industey, they bave the larmast
Factaries, they arg amongst the maost caelitard
workars bn France and they have the strongest
union arganisation in ﬂmw
to b defested, wen tempararily, on a question
of such impartsnoe in this saction of the French
work ing class iz a fact of enarmous significance.
M weould of tourse ba ridiculous 1o baliove that
tha PCF'S influence will now tollapss and its
place will be taken by the ravolutionarias. On
the contrary, sven tha strongest of thesa groups
together only number & few thousand, But the
Ranault strike raises in an acute form the qrast
queition For the PCF of how it i t0 pravent the
ravohitionarias from steadily eating into the
Party's suppoit, 1t is new no longer aquestion
of @ few ludants but of at least the mest ad-
wanced sactions of tha warking cless, At b
last tha tactles of terror against the Trotskyists
are mol sucoeeding as the PEF would wish, The
great monolith of the PCF is nevwhara near
erEcking vat, but it is beginning to lock

stightly mouldy arcund the sdpes,

The importance of the Resault strike |z by
ni means confined 19 France. On tha Lentrary,
the weorkers of Ronault show to the working
class of eviiy country how to efimduct & el
strugale with the capitalist clas, For the reval-
utlonarias of Evrope the sugnts of fecant manths
in France show thet 1 Stalinism can he
challenged in i3 arastest stronghald In Waster
Europs, then indead & new periad is Cpening up.
At long fest Trotdoyizn will begin to bresk out
of its isolacion an the fringes of tha '..1.'r_|:||:ir|g
Ciass mavenant, and whan that day comes
it wan't just be the PCF whe will be tremibling,

AL

strenath, but the PCF is contiruing to try b |
inhotace the strile. 12 wants the workers to
give up the positian of strength and unity they
harve: achieved thiough the occupation and
instead rely on the CGT regotiators If it s
geds in 1his than the Aeneult workers may be
deleatad, but atheravize thelr position iz
encrmausly strong. Whatseer happens they
have given tha FCF are of its grestest shopke
1 s,

Renault and the French Warking Class

The weorkers of Aenault arg tha vengasrd of
this French warking ciass. They work in tha |

STOP PRESS —[
As this issue poes 1o press the news has

just arrived thad our comrades in the Acpenline
wilth ether revolutionaries oresniqaed in the
Popular Bevolutinnary Army, have {ust
tidnopped the British Ceasul. Red Mole sends
reroliutionary greenngs (o these fighrers apaiasl
umtperidlisen and ex presses i1s solidarity with
their zction, Long ve the Latin Americun
revelution | Forwird to the day when the last
supitalisr consul and all other sucl vermin aie
hooted off the toce of the earih!




