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HOW TO FIGHT UNEMPLOYMEN

LANCASTER : Cleaners win! / Workers’ Control / Bolivia
VENFZIIFI A : The ctniaale far enerialiem




UCS: the crisis continues

The collapss of Rolls Royes, the erisia in the steel industry,
and now the eollapse of Upper Clyde Shipbuilders Lid.
prowe, in the most dramatic fashion, the diagnosis that
British copitolism s not just in a temporary recession buk is
undergoing a deep strioctursl crisis, the roots of which go
back to the relative position of British {mperialism vis-a-vis
Euwrnpean , American and Iapanese imperialism, since the
Izst war. The Geedes Report on Shipping, for instance,
reported thet Britain’s share of world tonnage built

between 1950 and the present day declined from 45.6% to
6. 5% As we reported in The Red Mode (15t June 1971,
Britain s export of steel has remained static for two decades,
while overall production of steel between 1954 and 1970
moved from 13 mil*on torm to only 25 milbon tong while
Japanese steel rose from 8 to over ) milfion tons, ond
American steel production now stands at 115 milllon tons.
At the maime time, with the present recezsion in airline
markets, it is the British aircraft construction companies
which suffer closure. 11 is plain thut British capitalism is
poinE to wilisess many more orises in the primary sector of
industry, It is equally plain that the Tories, s witnesed by
their anxiety (o gt Britain inte e Common Market and
their deliberate closure of UCS {the Tories had planned this
for some months), e prepored to sicrifice whole ndustries
in the primary sector in their efforts to create an investment
boom, in increasing covperation with Ensopesn capital
where necessary | in those sectors of the economy with a high
growth rate omd a high depree of capital intensiveness. [C1,
for indance, are ane of the major presaure growps for entry
into the Commaon Market, and Courtonlds has just com-
pleted 8 massive two-vear programme of takeovers and
capitalistion. Should British copitalism cver recover from
this erigis, it i clear that the shape of British industey will
be radically different from whaoi i is ot present, and that
the British working class will suffer massive unemployment
and drastie reduction in its living standands,

That the Tories are quite propared o run down British
shipbuilding # quite dearly demonstrated by an annoumnce-
ment by the Chamber of Shipping kst week that the demise
of British shipbuilding will in ne way affect the shipping
limes_ British shippping in no way depends on an indigenows

building indostry, and the Chamber was quite adimant it
it did not regard irself a8 responsible for the financial health
of British shipbuilding. Like the steel indusiry., the ship-
builfing industry is enormously undercapitalised, and is
shared by a series of comparatively small firms with inade-
quate working copital and outdoted ficilities. A survey n
1964 found that over 306% of the machinery in John Brown’s
vard was over 40 vears old. Obviously, in o five vour period
which hass seen oil tankers grow from 90000 o over
200,006 toms b & nocm, Britlsh shipyards are quite incapable
of competing on warld scales.

Under these circumstances, the demands placed on the

CRI and the Torles by the TUC for a reflation of the sconomy

and for the creation of an investment boom ape not only
utopinn bul incredihly dangerous. The Tories can only
creste an investment boom by corrying out the anti-
working class policies thut they are carrying out already. An
“investment Boam™ is not going to recreste the British ship-
building indusiry. The Lobour Farty, when it wasin power,
proceeded in an optimistic fashion. [n 1965 the Labour
govermment gave Fairficlds £2% million to save it from
bankrupicy, and in 1967 to facilitate the merger between
the severnl Clyde shipbuilding firms, £54 million was pro-
wided by the Lahour government, followed by a forther
gramt of £9 million in 1969, Now the Tories are prepare]
to pay £5 million to keep the UCS yards turning over while
the liquidator winds the business up. It iz clear however
thai the £6 millivn needed by LICS could have heen provided
by the banks. What the Tories have done in effect is to pay
£5 million to wrep up UCS.

The immediney of the threat on Clydeside has prodsced
a massive response by the Scottish working class which
should st the (one for future sirugples by the Britich
working class. The unions, with the exception of DATA,
hove sllowed over 25% cuty in manpower since 1968 (and
rises in produectivity of 87%) so there is little room for
defensive demands. In additien 1o that, the blatant obyious-
mess of the Tory steategy on UCSE and the high level of
unemplovment on Clydeside provide the backgrownd for o
militant confrontation with the Tories. Moreover, the
Clydesiders mined a clenr intimation of the Torv desons

on UCS when the profitable Yarrow vard was broken from
the gronp earlier this year.

The response of the Clydeside working class hus been th
uneguirvacnl slogan of oceupying the vards, Tt iz clear that
the Seottish TUC, the Labour Party and even the Provost
of Glasgow [representing of course sections of the Scottish
bourgeoisic who will suffer very seversly by the closures)
are trying Tard to regain control over the rank and file
workers by sending vigomes delepations to Laondon, none
of which however have made any headway with the Tories,
Wedgwood Benn, making a hid to increase hiz power base
inside the Labour Party, has annonneed hds “plan™ to
nutionalise UCS, He has received a stormy reception from
the Scottish working cluss who demanded to Know why he
didn 't natienalise when lie was bos of Mintech and pro-
ceeded to dole ont millions of pounds to the shipping mag-
Antes,

The workers of LCS have mode it quite clear that they
will necupy the vards as sson 23 the first man is loid off,
The Clydeside working class hos pledged its support for this
The T&G tugmen (who fought for seven weeks back in
19642 to brezk from the Mational Union of Seamen) have
declred that they will hladk any attempts made by the
Goveriment to move ships from the vurd before comple-
tion. The one danper, to which the UCS workers are alive,
is that the plans for UCS will be announced by the lguoi-
dator during the coming threeaveek Toliday period in July,
thus making a mahilisation in response diffs .ult to organise

The Red Male supporis the Swottish working class in its
fiaht aeninst the British hoorgeoisic und their povernment.
A vietory over the Tory povernment | which they are in mn
excellent position to win, will be a victory for the English
worklng clss mosement in its present state of confusion
folbowing the sell-out by the TUC, An occupation of the
I8 shipvards will resurvect the militancy that was shown
in the intention of the GEC workers to accupy their
factories in Merseyside in 1969, und which was so teagically
absent from the response of the Rolls Rovee workers, Whot
is abstr clear Is that the srorkcing closs of Clydeside is prepane
to reaist any move by the Tordes to heing i the British arm?
from Belfnst to break the occupation.

UNEMPLOYMENT: An Acid Test

What hapgsened at UCS is of course important

im itself for the thousands of workers involved,
Bast if similar situations to LUCS are to be
gvoided, then it nesds 1o be understood that
what happanad at LCS is not an isolated
gxample, but in fact that the dtustion created

in UCS only reflects the national siteation
creatad by the last Labour government and the
poliches of many trade unions, 18 is the question
of unamploymant above all others that can be
sean g8 towchatone for the shostsightedness and
stupidities of various political and union policies.
Future genaration: will look aghast at an
eoonomic systnm which, in a period when
povarty was increaging, whean hodasing was
detariotating and when the hospital system was
dacaying, could parmit hundreds of thousands
to be foreed out of productive work. But tha
poople who realise how absurd this situation was
will also be astounded at the thortsightedns:
and wrong pollcles carried out in fighting against
the crippling problam of unemployment

THE LABOUR PARTY

Unemployment waent up just s leit under Labour
as it I3 doing raaw . S thony Wedowood-Bann,
wehn 15 now trying to stake his claim to be the
Labour Party's next leader by talking in hypo-
critleal terms to the workers of Uppar Clyda
Shipyards, whose plight ba is |argely responsibis
for, sat in & gowarnment which in the spacy of
five yaears spw the rate &f unemploymaent
increase by 1609 An extra 350,000 waorkers
weorkers thrown on the dole was Labour's
cantributlon to salving the proklem of unem-
plagrnent .,

It wwould howeesar be wrong simply to believa
that it was tha mera fact that Wilson & Co. were
opeonents of the working clas which caused
the Labaur govammant to act in the way it did.
This is the belief of Michaal Foot, Eric Hetfer,
MNorman Atkinssn and the othar Labour “lefts™
I nly Tribune and nothing else had besn in
cantrol of the Labour Party, all would have
bieen wepll, the Tribunites balieve. In fact the
policias of the Leoour “lefe” ére no more realis-
tee than those of Wilson because they totally
ignore the ree! ecanamic causas of unemplow-
el

Thea enderlying roat of the problem of

unemployment, and of inflation, is lack of
investmegt in industry, Over the years 1864-70
thera was no real incressa at all in investmant
oy private industry, Imthe first half of 1871
investaent al:tuu"'y fell, anc in the kq."f aren of
machine tools the fall of the last yvaar has biéon
ouer 40%. Tha way that lack of invastment
ciniges the problems of unemployment and
inflaticon is very straighttoneard,

In tha ceose of unemployment, if no maney
Is investad in new factories, machinery, e,
then unemployment |5 incressed in two ways.
Firstly production in basic industrias such as
rrachine tools, steal, ete. 19 cut back end there-
fore man are thrown out of wark in these
industries. Sace dly, a situgtion whara there is
no increass in investment means that there |5
n really significant growth in the number of
geods praduced In the sconamy. [0 ather
wards in the economy & 8 whola the amount of
producthan s not incressing. In & perbod when
rmachines, nms methods of working, time and
rotion study, etc. are cutting out men’s jobs,
and all large firms are negotiating productivity
deals, this means that the number of jobs avail-
able ever in those industries whilch de ot
produce directly for investmant is falling. In the
last few vears productivity per head of workers
has baen rising by at least 3%, |1 expansion of
the econoimy does not take place st 3% 8 year
and the trade unions do not really fight unem-
pleyment, than the number of peopla
unemployed will not only not decresse bt it
il A tnally Imereass,

Tha Labour Party and the TUC are therafora
quite correct in sesing the need to axpand the
apanoy as the anly way of solving the prob-
lem of unamployment. They are alsoe right in
seairg that the only way this can be done is by
greathy incragsing invastment. Where they ars
totally unrealiztic, however, is when thay believe
that this will ba done by private emplovers

Privata employers only invest far profit; the
caze of UGS makes this only too obvious. The
Minister of State for Trade and [ndustry, John
Denies, wes being honest lor once when ha said,
"The pursuit of profit is the primary stimulus
of industry ™, The reasen why industry has
rafused to incraase its investment aver the last
o' wears is bacause it is demanding &s the price

of doing so that it profits are increased by
government attacks on tha working class. This
wras the reason for the Prices and Incomes
policy, the July measures, the savage attack on
the seamen, and frr Place of Strife, introduced
by the Labour govarmmant, and it is what lias
behind the sttack on the postal workers, the
denationalisation propaosals and the anti-unicn
letees of the Tories. It 3 the employing class who
nat mmerely have not increased their investment,
but who have Been directhy respansibla for tha
aackings leading to unemployment, When
Arnald Weinstack sacks 15,000 men end than
is given a knighthood bya Labowr gowemment,
then teo things are revealad. Firstly, It reveals
the way [nowehich Wilson & Co. weere otally
eynical in their attacks on the working class
and, unilike previous Lebour |8aders, did not
eyiEn Lry very hard 20 disguise their intentions.
Sacondly, it shows that the Labowr Party doss
nat have an ounce af realism left in it The
raasom why Wilson & Co. try-to butter up men
ITee Weinatock is that they belioe they can et
them to coopamte with Labour. This ides
ahways was stupid. Weainstock and other
emplayvers naturally have no objaction to
Labour cooperating with GEC and othes com-
pankss, brat they are much too hard-headed ta
ower want to cooperate with Labour when it
poas mgainst the interests of their ovwn coame
panies, But the idea that they will cooperate

5 redueid to the leval of stupidity when the
Labour Party and the TUC proposa a plan for
the expansion of the sconomy which lesves
eosvtral of Investmeant in the hands of the
employers, What the Labour Party and the TLIC
now baliews is that the problam of unemploy-
ment can be solved by cooperation with the
sarme ermplayers whose refusl to invest causad
the problem in the first place. The only weay that
the problem can be sobeed is to take control of
investmant out of the hands of the private em-
ployers. This means that whar the TUC shauld
b preparing nose is not an impractical seheme
fior expending the econormy with the emplavers
taking all the key decisions, but a plan for
axpanding the economy aftar the control of
indugtry has been taken out of the hands of the
armpovers by widesoread natianalistions, It is
anemployment which clearly reveals the oally

unrealistic vimw of the Labour Party that it s
possible to reforrm capitalism.

THE TRADE UANION EEADERSHIP

Duering the last fewr years of the Labour govern:
ment, it became incressingly obvious that the
anly section of the working class maement
which was really fighting against the attacks on
the living standards of the warking class wis the
trede unions, While the Labour govarnment
attacked the Health service, cut the housing
programme @nd increased the number of
unemplayed, it was the trede unions which
really fought back. 11 was anby the lamoe wage
ineroases which they gained which praserved
the living standards of a large saction of the
wirrking class, But there were of courge bl
problams in this, First of all, sections of the
working class outside the trade unions—for
exarmple the ald, many women workers, efe.—
did nat share fully in these banefits This is why
it is completely comrect for a union-such as tha
T&G ta campaign an behalf of Old Age Pen-
sioners. Such activity nesds 10 be extanded. The
living standard af the work ing class cannot be
protectad simply by trade unicn sction, bt if
such action is extended to fields wich as educa-
tion, housing, pansions and o an, then 8 great
dagl more then | being done at the morent can
b achigsed, But the protilen of how far this
potantial is to be realisad —which is inkad to
guite a lot of thingswhich happened undear the
last Lebour powernmant—lias in the type of
policies which the tweda unions are going to
s,

Croer the last faw years wage increases have
baen high. But In too rmany instances, & in the
casg of UES, tha trade union leaders have bopn
content 1o dign agreemeants which kept up wages
but at the expensa of sacrificing comd itions or
of pranting redundencies. This systam of pro-
dhuctivity Bargaining was bad enowgh at a time
of ralative sconemic prosperity, but it becomes
absolutaly fatal in tha presant period, Dvar the
last few years trade unicn laaders both right”
and “left"" have accepted the principle of men
Insing their jobs so that those still in work
cauld maintain their standerd of living. By daing
this, thasa laadars hawe led many men o



baliaye that this practice is & part of responsible
trade cnionism, Thiz is bed erough in itself, bui
itis mow ue-a'[ing a situaton whera the men
wha losa thair jobs have no hope of finding
another ane. This is anly too obwviously the coss
in @ city like Glseow, where there are roughly
24 men out of work for evary vacancy which is
awvailabla, but it is als true in All aregs of the
country. The existence of this pool of unam-
ployed creates & situation where thos who are
in work are dcared to use their trade union power
Thus orce egein wa can 582 how unamploymant
isan acid 1, The short-sightad policies of
productivity bargaining not ondy have hilped to
create the present probiern of unemployment,
but in doing so, thay hawe nos even falled n
thair uriginal gim of koeping up WEgEL The
greafest singhe threat to strong trade unions,
wihich are tha most basic tools in kesp@g un
tha werking class’s liveng standards, s now the
very unemployment which productivity deals
hirlped 1o create.

WWhan it comes to dealing with the prohlam
ol the already unemployed, the inadequacies of
trada union policy @ also shown. 11 s a very
Important step forward that sections of tha
trade unions, such as districts of tha T&RG, are
e rofusing 1o sign productlvity dealz which
inwoived unemployment, but i gquite o tew
cases this |5 shatting the stable door after the
horse has gone, & huge problem for the Trede
unions is how to organise the presently une
ployed. This is a kay question and ona ywhich at
the same time shows all tha short-sightedaess of
the trads unicn bureaucrat.

There are many reasons why trade union
siministrators prefer not to have to org@niss the
unemployed. &1 the crodest poasible level, there
is the point that the unemployed do not pay as
miuch duns as dao members In ampioyment i la
the unemployed do not fit into the nice tidy
catsgories which many Tulltime union ofganisars
prefer 1o daal with, Thay wranot all in ong
place, they are not eady 1o deal with, their prok-
lems are frequentiy of a very individual nature
wihich means he cannat fit them into his sot-like
mind. Mast mporiant of al, however, the
unemployed ara an explosive section of the
populathon Thei problemd =re s acuts that in

Ty camas it is obwiows that appeals 1o “resson

“oirrenan Senie, Cmodersikon”, stc. will not
b acoegried. AfTer ol the bedwed that Descally
ous presenyd socwrty i all night might weem true
if vou are doing o EX5-s-wesk job in a factiory,
poolbest i seewns moch less reasonable if vou are
hawing 1o live on £8 a weak on the dole. Becauss
the probilems of the unemployed are so soute,
and the only solulsons Lo thes preblems e o0
drastic, the trads unson Dunssscrat, who mong
than srything wishes to haee 8 guist lite, prefen
o reoid the guemion of oganing the unem-
ployed. This means that urions do ROt =T up
special sections to deal with the orgenisation of
their enemploysd members, they do not abho-
cate money and tulltime organisers 1o deal with
the unemployed, and on organisations mich os
Trades Councils they formally refuse to atlow
the unemployved to be represented, This may

suit the trade union bureaucrat but unfortunataly

it ls fatal Tor the work ing class, Ones again,
unemployment becomas an acid test, We can
jlacge the exctent o which 3 unian’s policies e
decided by the interests of the working clas and
howee much by the desiras of the trade union
administrators, by sesing to wehat ex tant that
umion sericu sy undertakes the task of orgenising
tha unemployed.

THE HISTORICAL USE OF THE WEAPON OF
LNVEMWPLOYMWENT

In the worst days of the 18308, ovar 2% million
mean were unemployed. Neardy ane man in five
weas without & job. In some towns over 50% of
tha labour force wes on the dols, Thess wora
the darkest days lor the working class this
century. Mot maraly those out of work suffered
For thaose in wvark things wara little better. The
tracde union organisation of the wordng cliss
was snashed, Trade unlon membership had
fallen by a half in only twelve years. If you

look at & usion like the Engineers’, you can

s thad their membership, which had stood at
407 000 in 1920, had fallen ta a mers 135,000
i 1833, This decling of working olass organiss-
timn was shown in & 10% fall in wage rates which
occurred betwesn 1924 and 1934, In Euroos
the situation sas still worse. In Germany in
particular, the refusal of the German trade
unions to organise the unemployed workers
resulted ina sitestion whera, instead of the
waorking class umiting against Hitler, ha hiad been
albowed, with the backing of the hune German
induatrialises, to come o paovvar, Once in
gewerrmant, the first paoplea he ectad againg
weere not the Jows, Bet the trade unions, The
smashing of the organisations of the Garman
working cles had baen tha reason why industria
hats had backed himn, and he had o oy out the
tusk thay had decided far him, It i the persecu-
tion of the Jews wi @re taught about schoal, but
it was the smaghing of the trége unicns which
wis his real aim.
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mination gravw ugp in the warking class that
nathing like it would aver happen again. The
pawer of this datermination wes recognised
even by right-wing Tories. For exampla,
Quintin Hogg, now Lord Hailsham, said in the
Mo of Commuons in 1243, i vou do ot
glve the people reform they are going to give
youu revodution,” Since 1045, every stngle
governmpnd, whether Tory or Labour, has
dectened that it wifl maintsin full employment
Y1 when the working class organistions
formed their detarmination never o relum
the situetion of the 1930, they failed to
smalysz wehat were the lessons of thet pariod.
The trade unions failed 1o analyse thar it was
e refusal of the German trade unions to onga-
e e unemployed which created the condi-
tions for the: Fesciaty 1o do |1 themsebaes, They
fusled 1o redlise that it was only the refusal of
the trada wnions to launch & wigorous fight
against unemployment which allewad Maosley's
browmanIrs 1o spread with some degrae of
sapcoess their racialist, anti-mmitic end entl-trade
union propaganda, Most Impartant of all, thay
did not analyse that it was cagdtalism that was
responsible for unemployment. By not cem-
pizigning on this basis. and by not peintng out
this lesson 1o the waorking elass, they left tha
field opan Tor alternative ex planations of
unampboymant - the most dangerows af which
is of course that it e high wages which create
unemplayment,

This explangtian of unsemployment in tarms
of high wages is cnewhich the povernment i3
trying to spread with avery means at its disposal.
The Chancellor of the Exchaguer, Barber, said
in tha Howse of Cammons on Boril 7 15t that,
“I'arn in mo doubt whatavar thet thee majod
cause of the [nereas i wnempolovmant is the
ikmuret by high Fewal of many of tha pay sartle-
reents which we have experienced since the
autumn of 1968 Thic line of angument is t=ien
up and thumdeied out millians of times every

cdey i every single major newspapers. [n reality,

of coursa, this argurment does not have a vastige
of truth in . In fact, if we look at things
historically, unemployment normely
accompanies low wages, The unemplayment of
the 18230: followed a wholde period of wears whien
wages had been fallfing. The reason why high
unemployment and low wages always go together
is, of coursa, that high unemployment is designed
to destroy the povear of the trede unions toowin
g wage incrasses. This is guite clearly undar-
stood by the representatives of the smpioying
class, and in fact the waapon of wding unemplay
ment ta hold doswn wage increases is an old ona
The businggsnan's journal The Economisz, for
grampde, quite opan by said that, “We rmust rely
on unamgployment to destroy the milianay of
the trade uricos.”" T take just one other
axamply, the soonomist Professor Peish ergues
in his pamphlet Aise and Fall af Woames Palicy
that "I ncormes must never again be allowed o
rise as fast relativaly to output as in the last few
vears, and this, in torn, megns Bal the mangin
af urnded procductive resoences and tha feesf of
urtgm et must be highes than it has baeen
ginge the war,"”

Barber's and the capitalists argqurments arein
fact a0 stapid et i s ety o refute them auan

Tha numberof peopls in wark is of course
anormously affected by the number of goods
wehiich con be sold, The smount thot can e sodd
igin turn decided by how much money & eeail-
abde to buy them, and one of the most impor-
tant things in deciding that is how many pecpbs
are getting paid weges and how high thoss
wiagas are, By cutting wages and incraasing
wnemployment, o raising the number of people
ol receiving a8 pay packet at all, you are
asctuslly decressing the amount of money mail
able to buy goods. This will cut the sale of
ponds and therefore increass unemployment
Iri Fesct, 1o increas the numbar of good's that
cary be sald, and therefore cut anemployment,
It is necessary to greatly increase wages In any
sansible economic system that is what woold be
done to increess employment. Unfortunately
ours i not & sensible sconomic system

Tha stupidity of Barbers srguments ame undes
gtood by the TUC. They quite rightly say that
the way to cure unermployment is 10 o pand
the economy and not to actually cut the amount
that cén be sold by holding back wages The
TUC has argued that theway to cure tha prob-

lern af unemployrment is to espasd the economy.

& rate of growth of the econamy pf B% would
cut unernployrment by 200,000 ina year and
weoule prowide an extr £1,000-millien-sarth
of goods, howses, sarvices, schools, et Wat
desprite #ll this—the stupidity of the govern-
rment's erguments, the fact that the solution T
tha poanamis prablem in terms of growth is so
obwious, despite the fact that the entire working
chass mesrement weauld fight wath 2l its
afanTous strength against any raturn o a8
19305 typeer situatlon, the TUC remains pare-
lysed. It fails tosea that the orablemn of the
19308 was caused by capitallam, and that to
avid that type of situation capitalism needs to
be destroywed and not tinkered with, You can-
not skin & bive tiger inch by inch. Capitalism
iy b chanoed (s face, nesw-men may be
running it, it may hava bean forced tomake a
s concegslens in the fonm of welfare sarvices,
bt it 5till remains capitalism, and wihen the
greet god of profit demands a sucrifice in the
shape of hundreds of thousands of unemployed,
then s long s capitalism resnains, its demands
will ke carried out by any govaernment, whathier
it b Tory or Labkoue, By feiling to campaign
on that basis and instesd trylng 1o parsusde the
same men who creste the prohlem of unam ploy-
ment 1o solve it, tha TLIC showes its idass to b
completely unrealistic and utopian. As lang as
it is propared (o ey o inhpa the |.|'l|:|l:l|EI'|"- af
unemployment within capitalism, then the
goweimmant can ahways point out that in order
ta axpanc the sconomy, employvers demand
greater profits, and thet means hobding tack
wiages. Also by trying to solve the problams
of unamployment within capitalism, [T mesns
thiat the TUC will not rasolutaly resist tha
gerearnmaent’s productvity and Festructuring
sahernes which are what helps to craate the
problem of unempleyment in the first placa,
Because in the past tha Lobour Party hiss
besan rasponaile for not fighting unemployment,
or has actively crested i, and besacss for their
uwr reasons the trade unions have not wanted
1y arganise the uramployed, the tosk ot
biilding craanisations of unemoloyed workers

fallen on political arganizations and on renk and
file action. Unfortunately this situation still
muists todsy. The votes of the UES men to
ococupy the yards if necassary sets the pace, but
throughowt the country many simillar fights,
even if on & smallar scala, need to ba fought
Many peaphe are dodng 3 ramendous job in
Claimants’ Linkons and similar organisations, bul
this work cannot be carried through sucoes
fully wnless the official sections of the trade
union movamant can be forced Into asthan,
Certain sctions in situations like UCS can be
taken o1 ance. These include bans on overtime,
bams on productivity deals, worksharing But
thase can only be shor-term meassured | o he
Iung run, only measures of nationalisat o smd
workers” control will safeguerd the situation for
weorkers on the Upper Clyde and othears in
similar situations. Thasa con only be gelned By
rmeasshve frace unicn ection, which necessarily
means forcing the backing of the otfickal sections
of the trade unicn movement, and through
political action, Here little is to be expecied
frann the Lebour Party. What is neaded is for tha
trada unions thomsehres to draw up & scheme
for a planned expanding economy, This is tum
cart oniy be done ance control of Investrment 8
tekien out of the hands of the capitalists and is
placed vunder wworkers” control

&5 far the work of organising the unemployed,
because of the refusal of the official trade unions
to do it, organistions like Chsmants Linions sre
doing most of the work, 11 is vital that this work
is continuad, But thes: arganizations musi not be
qeen as perfect just because they are somehow
“outsida™ the cantrel of the undoan afticlals. On
the contrary, work in these crgsnisations is not
a substitute for work insice the of flcial moee
mient; it Is 8 way of ensuring that the maximum
possible leverapa is exerted insick the afficial
moverment, Every trade uricnist can see the force
of argumants for the unemployed oo be represen-
ted on Trades Councils and for the trade wnions
ta ellocate funds and manpower to organisEng
tha urermplaped, Thess facts are so abwious
that militents will wage big fights sgainst trade
unian officials to get these things sceeptad.
Urernpfoyiment is-an issue in which the inachs:
guacy of refarmist trede union leadars can ba
sean not ot seume high leved of absraction but
on a matter of day-to-day strugghe which is a1
the same tirme a matter of life and daath for
trade unionisrm, In the 19304, the Communist
Party undartook the tag: ol building mowve-
ments of the unemplovad. Now it is too
enmashed in parliamestarinian ad retarmist
trade wnionism to do so. The small revalutionary
qroups can now meEke 0 mpect inoa straggle
which Iz cantral to the neads of the working
class, A5 Trotsky sald, lving in a revalutionary
epcch does not mean that you can ignoses e
day-to-day strugale of the working class; what
it doas masn, howevar, is that sven the day-to-
day strueggle can be carried on within a resolu-
tionary parspactive, In the case of unemplioy-
rment, weir can go Turther; what the whole
ex parience of the period since 1846 shows is
that gvely those with a revalutionary parspec-
tiva can carmy an sucoessfully the day-oo-day
work of the struggle against unemployment,

Tha opportunitsas are thane I only revolution
arias ran aresn thiem



Alan Tones" article on Lokacs in Fie Red Mole
of June |5th, despite a nwmber of gensrally
correct criticisms, does not furnish an sdequata
gaseeament of Lukaca’ work on g nomber of key
questions. Thus Alan Jones writes of Ligkacs:

"His book on Lenin is thought-provoking, and
its concept of the "actuality of the revolution® is
d key ong, but unfortunately the boak is marrad
by being based on a series of statemants which
are stralghtforward lies - such as for example that
Lenin was inftially alome i npposing from Uhe
first the First World War from o revolutionary
defestivl position,"'

Lukacs' femin deserves batter than the book
reviewer s feebile aceolade that it s “'thought
proviking’’, The book is in fact far and away the
best account we have of Leninism as o theory,
{The Afterword writien by Lukzcs over four
decades knter is. of course, & quite different
matter), The concept of the Tactuality of the
revolution”, though given intriguing expression
in this work, is perhaps gt most problematic
single 1hesis since it does not concentrace the
attention of revolutonanes on the necessarily
gonjuncturial nature of any revolutionary
situsticn and allows Lukacs to ploss over the
debates oround the thasis of the permanent
revolution. The statemeani that the book con-
tuins “a serics of . straightforward fies™ is
wildly Inaceurite and umsubstantiated. The
specific example given of such & hies shows
this. Lukacs arpues that Lenin's insisience that
the imperialist war should be tumed into a
civil war was an origmal ind ootstanding con-
inbution. both theareticslly and politicalle, to
the revaluticiiary movement. He is quite correet
to do so. Consider the following acenuat of the
LZimmerwald Conferance to he found in l3azc
Deutscher’s The Prophet Armeed:

A minority, grouped around Lanin, whe for
the first time now eame foramrd us the proago
nist of an milernational and mot merely of a
Blussian trend in socizlism, wged the conference
o sdopt a defeanist aritode towards 2l warring
governments, 10 coll vpon the proples to “tum
the imperinlist war into o civll war”, and 1o pros
chaimy the nesd of & new Intemational. This the
majority refused todo On most points Trosky
wai in agreernent with Lenin, although he would
nol endorss Lemin's revalutionzry defeatism,
It was, he wrote, in the interest of socialism
that the war should and “arathout victors or
wanquished ") He held. moreomver, that thess dif-
terences shiould be transeended soous 1o enable
the confersnce pnanimously to condemn the
war. In this evervbody conclrred, and Trotsky
witd asked 1o drow up o statement of principles
which was soon o become femmes ag the
Zimmerwald Manifesio .. Rouzing though ic
wis, the Manifesto was vague in its coneligions
It did not eall For covil war 10 put an end 1o the
imperiafisi war;and 31 did not envisagz a new
International. The Confarance adopted the
Manifesin unanimously, bul Lenin's zroup
placed their reservations on record ™ [ Thee
Prophet Armed, p. 226}

Of course, o great deal more could be writlen
about the precise positions adopted by Lenin and
other leading revolutionaries on the wvar bt
nome of its would jstily deseribing Lukacs®, or
Deuischer’s, account as a “seeaichtforward e,

There are oblter maues vaised by Lukaos' work
that Alan Jones trzats rather too summanly.

Lukaes did indead fumish theoretical cover to
the Stalinist verson of “socizlise realism™ but i
ulso worth pointing aut thar the only book he
ever devoted tof Sowviel wuthor was his recent
Solzhenitsyn where he argees that the latiar was

the supreme Hving exponen) of “socialist
resafisen s Tn itself, of cowrsz, this judgemant on
aoplmhenitsvn does not make the aanificant
political reservations it s necessary fo muke
abaut Solzhenitsyn, hut 1t connet simply be
wiitten ofl 3z “intelf=ctual decay sod eompromise
with Stalin™ as cun much of Lukacs’ earlie
literary coticism. Alan Jonos artacks those who
“garify his { Lukcaes™) undoubed intellectusl
achieve rents whils ignonng his political
activities”. This is quite correct but Alan Jones
does et reler toany of Lukses' politizal
activitizs before the mid-twenties, Price 1o this
time Lukacs had been e of the foundars of
the Hungarinn Communist Party, 8 Comundssae
im the Hungarias Commune, and lator. in exile,
one of the most giftad exponears of 1he ullre-
lett of the German Communist Party. 1f oue
asgzasment af Lukncs docs not cover these epl-
sutdes then we miss muchs that is most interesting
im Lukacs' political develapment, nat because
Lukus was ot.all corraet in the positions he
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wdupted during this period, Tt because he did
pose & number of vital questiong at this rime
which were fater (0 be ignored, not least by
Ludaes himself: his text “The Role of Morality
in Communist Praduction™, for example,
spazks of the danger of bureaucrstic degensra-
tion of the revolutionary stte snd envisages the
necessity of o political revoletion to check this.
Croe should certainly bewara of constrocting o
myth that Lukees™ political activities were
blameless wntil his entlorsement of “socislism in
ane counlry " ginee his thesas on political
questions in this penod were often extremely
imcorrect! ey, his position on the role of the
Commurist Party during the Hunearian Com-
mune ot his later thesss o Parlinmentarism.
Bie just o Alan Jomes justly indicates that in
the field of philascphy Lukaes had an abilicy to
pose correctly questions that be did not answe
correctly, 5o this is also the case with sonw of
his earlier political writings. Die reason why it
i3 important 1o acknowledge this is thet it
strenprhens Alan Jones' own criticien of what
luter became of Lokacs. His early writings
auggest that be could heve mada'a mijer conl-
buticn to the revolutionery movement on the
politieal as well 25 philosophical level. The Gact
that Lukacs became a laading luminary in
Stalin’s peace campaigns and abandoned revoly-
tionury politics then becofnes an'even greater
indictment of his own pact with Stalinizm. The
diverss deviutions espoused by Lukavsin the
course of his loag lils form o complex unity
which must be understood as a whole, relating
hie political o his theoreticul work without
false shorl cuks

The theme of Alan Tones” article wzs that
Markism should alwaya Know how 1o exiac
any eoticad or seientific elément in bowrgecis
thought and restructurs it in the contest of
revolulionery Mamae theary, We must also
leamm 1o pectorm this epemtion on the works of
those weriters whoss thought was distorted ar
stuntad by Stalinism but still has some genuine
Muraist content,
Rt Blaek i

ALAN JONES REPLIES:

Fubin Blackbuam has racler (e sdyunlage in that he
can ek out one or e poinis wherees §had to
arteanpd 1o give & rough sketch of Lukaces” work In
1,50k wwrds. This Faidly obvioualy cannod be done e
everyane's atisfaction, Also, ghven the limited space
mvnilahbe, | capnal take up, much os | wold ke 1o, in
Order be strengthen my case, e minor poinls concem:
ing Solzhenitavn, Lukacs' varly puelitical netivicies and
i “actuality uf dhe revolution™,

The main point € de Blackbum fecks is important
conciing Lukacs” book Lendn, I we eoambne the Book
Legndi clearhy, we will find that it Jas 3 whole series of
curknsitien hoily i whal is emphasi=d ond, more
Imipartantly. in what is left oot OF course any writer
must chaose ard seleet his mateddal. but when sslection
amul anvission formd & cohereat patiern, them we ebgin
T thitik that seanething mare Hhan iseee compression
Tor the purposes of publication is invabred. Funthey
maag, When the sims of amiesen and commisson are
sten Lo assume exoctly the gane fonm o those of the
edicts of those oo had an interesd in crenting o false
Horchodexy™, then we can begin fo do tallier more
than merely surmiss of whal B going on. A good
cxampbe of (s 15 Lenin and Trotsky™s position on
e Firsd Wourdd War.

During ghe Farst World War then: was noi
srmply, as Stalinlar my thobogy would have s
belleve, 4 aplil between the chauvinists and ihose
wher sught 8 revolutiosaey end lo the war, Actually
amamg the revolationere liteena tionalists then were

o Beast bwo main currents: one consating pelmarily
of Lenin and finevier and the otdher nrl'!lgmld}- amil,,
wdudlly, Bukharin, These came into violent conflict at,
for pxample Eimmerwald, becana of Trotsoy's totally
Imeoarect view on the wvolulionary parly. Trotsky's
hagic view ot thue time was theot @nder the pressure of
evenits the Monshevike snd otlbers would be Farced da
al im a revelulivanary way and thercfore when It came
i clrafting the Zimmeryald Manifesio, 8 Deadscher
rolates wikal be fided b do. in Bine with his bpsic
mezthod of this pericd, was o try (o find a foomuala o
which &l could agree in dhe e that when it came to
the crunch a revolutionery interpeetlon would e put
om bt, Trotsky himsalf admited dhis loer when he
wrole comcernimg dhe war that ™ Lanin ooubd never
endura @ny half statements or unclearness 1o was
mght in desling dooble and triple hlows vl a pobiti
cal thought semed to him lnoomplele oy
equivocal ” Given this position of Lenin’s, Ir was
ofcourse inevitabie that he gioold clagh fercely
and Frequently with Troetsky. However as Trotsky
absi comments, there is a sharp cupisare between
smch pobimical blows and the appraisal of the main
aspecls oof o palitical line. As regards thal political
lime, what Trotsky polemicised aganst was the postinn
hitiadly adopied by Lenin, slibough later quietly
menafified . which althoagh superbly revolutionory,
wal (heoretically incomect.
‘When Lonin, in the inltisl Bolshevik munifesta
o Ulse war, raiwed the slogan of Rassia®s dofeal
being the “lesser evil™, o¥en his supporiers wemn
farced 10 point oot ikt this postion was smbiguous.
Trotsky aptly raised the guestion: “Lessr evil than
what? D it inean that the defeat of Bnssis was o
Resser evil thn the defeat of Germany? Lenin, ofoourse
nevar meant thai for one instance, had his formualation
i clearly ambigusus, eapeecially wiedn coupled with
views such &8 “Crankin i a hundred fimes worse than
Kakserim."{ Lemin do Shylspnikor, Ger, 17 1914)
Trodsky ogreed with the concept of the “beaser ovil'™
oy provicded fowas underseood mrowided chat It was
miale clear thot the only cotrect and sclen lific concepil
of it semeesl efunt i “lesger evil™ was defeated rother
than e cessation of revolutionany struggbe This
pasition was speltout in Octolser 1414 and is what
Dhentschicr refacs o when he writes nhout Trotsky's
refierences that the wor showkl ond wifiour “riviors
or vunguished”. This was sor 8 pavifit aspiration,
bt 6 mefeinder B0 Lenin's thearciscally incorm et
pudition, Trotsky never budged from ghis position
As lofe s 1938 in enphasising the necessity For
aevplotlonary defealism in Workd War 2, he wrone
ihat: “Revolationary defeatisn senifies only thal
ini its class struggle the probetacken parly does moi
st st “poirioic’ conilderations, since defeat of fis
awn Imperilist geeernmenl, Brought nbout, or hasiened
ey the revolulionary movement of The masses is an
incumparably lemer evil then victory gaimed a1 the
jpeice of nadiomal wnity, thl i, i
of the pmiletariae,™ It s posdbbe thal Cde Bk burmn
will eonckide from this that ol thet has been dhomo
& thai Trotsky maintained hia lncorssct view ol
whnt wevohitionsey defeatism right up fo his deatie
Thia seems rather implusible considering that e
Fauarth Internafional waa tes omly Marisi argui-
sation which did nof suzcumb to chomvinism durlig
ihe Secoml Waorld Waor, hut itis possible, Let o
examine Lenin's vipwe on (he subieci aswe know
that eyl ted all half-clear and anelear statements
Lenin wrote: ** Booim the begiandng of the Imperiakist
wr, (Trofdy b ook 2 clear-cod internotionalisi
posiliom, " Lol The Sealin Sefood of Folalforiian B 3).
Ti s necessary 10 medtorale fhese fools ioday,
bt bn 1924, when Lukacs wrode his ook, It wss all
common knowled ghe despite flve Bact that 8 Galin's
fuction bl started it campaign of distortions and
eyifemalic [alsifications To helieve that Lukacs,
an e pert an Temin, 8 men with a persona| knowledge
of many of the leading persmalitics of the Comin-
fern, who bved inoo perind whes e events be was
desexlhing were fregh in dhe mind; and who bisd easy
access to all the material on Che suldect, was not
amare of fthese digpeites @8 o sirain-oor cedubicy
beyand belisd. This becomes clearer whan wea
exnmime lhe ather aberrations contatned in the
bk, Wt |eewe spe (0 discwss ondy pne of ©hese
Lukscs entithes Chapter 2 of hia book, * Tl
Prolelariat as the Lesding Clas ™ Here he comrecthy
empliagises hat te basss of Lenin’s strogghe sgeinar
opporiumism inside the Risssion poarey was his nidec-
standing fhai the proletariat znd aot the hosnpeokle
wonald fead the coming Fussisn Hevolu ton However
it Is soumendiat curieds G0 pot El mildly . no discission
in this Chapier of the Fact that antil 1917 Lealn beliovet
thar dhe Russinn Revolution woukd be a boargecis
revdlution. Thus Lefin bl written that ithe revolat-
wn vl nod wesken, bai will stmagthen the
iwmination of the hourpeobale™ or that becouse ' the
poobelarial constifules @ mimority ™ therefore “enyone
wiwr stlemipts (o achieve weinlisme By sny other roule
without passing through the stage of pobitical demauvnicy
willl imevitably arrive of the moal absund and reacdionary
coacipsions bith eaoatamic and polifical”™’, The reason
why Lukacs canmol deal with this not omingpercait
positon of Lenin's prior to Aprd 1217, 65 odcourse
hecouse to have daee soowosld hive iveant dealing
with Trodsky who during the eniine 13-year polemic
bedween himiel and Lenin, hod been comest (and
Lenin wrong! b regording the role and objectives of
thie warking ¢l m he Bussian Revolution Wowever
by [924 to have deale with this debade in o oscsentifc
way would hove menne braaking wills the griw ing
Sovier “eridd ony™, This Lukacs as we discmssed 1n
the Bl article, was olally unprepenad to da, .kg:a,l,.-.
thiz argument ahowl the role of the prolefaral was
et sometlibng widlch can Tave “escaped™ Lukacs”
allenon Just as in dhe cose of the attitads (o war,
lukacs was trimming his ideas fo 7it " orthed o™,
althonigl &l this fime he was not grovelling before it
in-the way he was fo do later.
What we in fact find in ferie, and these are other
examples than those meationsd. is 2 swscemnfi:

ON THE QUESTION OF LUKACS

amission and distartloa 1f Cde Blackburn i very
ooncerned wilh derminobogy, peraps “svatematic
dizterton” will offend fewer mendtivities amit B camn
have such 2 verbal vicoorye §f he likes, bar | think
“atradghitforsand lis will il the Bl ncely, Lukacs'
Lenin remains o great work but & fundamenialhy
Nz ed ome,

Perfipps, however,  mosd imporand in Cde
Hackbuarn's leeter is the method he sdopte in desling
with Inrelbecruals Hke Lukiacs i ix intetestmg to
comirast il ti that of Lenin (s outlined for sxamples
in Caliecged Woeks, Vol 42, p, 325, reganding defeat-
igm and Uie seclion of Bhat &v & B doge an lnbelles
tualsl

Lonin adopbed a completely differemt acriuds in
wrdinary wewkers wha hebd false ar eyen rmﬂum-
political ideas than Jwe did to lafeBéciualy, no matter
how brilBant, who share the sime idess. When the
wirkers and pousants of Russin wers for defenclsm,
this waa becanss of 8 confusod fone oF e Kaised, ihe
ovierpeweting inlluence of the Russian Orthodox
church, the cult of the Crar, cte. Thale pogtion of
defemeisn was fotally diffecent fo thad of an intellec
Tual wh had ample oppartunity o weigh op the
argaments, fects, ete. o all sides ned d0 come fo a
well-worked-aut conelusion, For the worker or
peasant Lenin wonld never hive arged snything
arfeer than endiess persuaaion, [lestration of svenis,
arpumenis, et For the intelbsctunl howewer tlee
aituatinn was fofnbly difforent. Hepe the only aeaver
WK T ous imtelbsctual war, Lemin's greatest contri-
brtiom o the Heory of serolutlonary organisolion
was his insdstenoe on Fierce podemic amd struggle
ngainst oven the dightest of wrong formubitions, kel
alouve comphetely wrong postions The reason for this
was mat necidental, bat was comphletely thed up with
Lenin's conveption of theory as smsething of vital
and immedinte practicnl impecrtance, snd nof gomething
L e plaved aeuid with in the manner af an intelles
tual dilettange,

When il comes to the question of Stafindsm, the
position is exactly the gme 3a fhat of the attibules
durimy the Firal World War, For a worker, the aeopp
tence ol the positiens of Stalimism may heve bean dis:
ta instlnerhve hinteed of sapdtalian, tealistion of ihe
necessity for bughiness in the strugghe againsd tos
Broirgeo e, shople confusion o any one of o hondred
ather things. Mone af thess chings nnkes Sealingam
e intn bess sounter resolutionary as an ddeodony,
bt it dove means thal the nsethod we use for dealing
with it ix that of patient argument and perennslon For
the intellectual the situation is fotally differenl Tust
as Lendi oould later, a0 wase, praise Flekhanoy's
philosophical writings as the finest on the subject but
dlilk nidt hesatate far ane momeent i nmﬁ.g him
remnrselessby for his aocial pacrbotiam, w al s we
iy select Mose seclions of Lakacs which ane valuable,
bl thad in nd way allers cur tenind polidicel nssezs
ment of Loksis By 1924 Luksos was snd §emaindl,
an enemy of the g cluss Tt is 28 sach be mun he
ereated. The faet that he wag alse one of (e o
hiEllant mweit e 10 e amociated with the commuznist
mewement most make us mone harsh withy him, not
lirsa,

Dear Comracdes,

We are working on o long overdue
project—eompiling a aeglection of revolu-
tionary sonps for publication. We are
anxious to et material from any country
depicting workers' struggle or movements
for national liberation, together with
background information or anecdotes (o
illugtrate the political points,

If anvone wanta to help us in this they
should sxnd material (words/score)
information /recordings, ete. ) to the
addrezs below. We nesd to have a wide
range of material to be able to make a
goied selection, and at the moment we
are very shiorl of sonpgs from France,
Germany, Spain, Translations would also
be useful.

Venceremos,
Graham Jones,
18 Lavatt Street,
Stafford.




| ancaster: Student-worker Solidarity

O Manday 15th Jure, the cleaners at Lancaster University
bsegan = series of token strikas for one hour daily, picketing
the administration building and leading demonstration s of
students around the oniversity. Previcusly & very passive,
disorgamised secion of university workers, the clesners have
takan such a militant stand after constant procrastination
by the adminlstration in the consideration of their demand
for frae adeguate transport. The university has treed to
maintain & reputation of Being a libaral institution and a
modal employer; however, the political work of the Socialist
Woman Group has shown the relations bebeaean the univer:
sity and |ts employess sre extremsaly bad. Mot anby the day
cleanars but also tha male night cleanars, the catering stalf
gnd the porters have racently axpressed discontent over
their conditions. This disatisfaction found expression in the
university neswvelettar Scan, in the locel press and, particularly
in the cases ol catering staff and day ciéaners, thraugh the
Lancaster Socialist Women Group,
In December 1970, the Socialist Waoman Group, compiling
infarmation for @ pamphlet on working women in
Lancaster, began to talk 1o this clesriers abowut thele '-'-'ﬂlrkll'lg
canditions. From these talks it soon bacame spparent that
the cleanars held a common dissatisfaction with the transport
arrangemants. The university bus servies i3 provided puraly
for the benefit of the stwdents, and while the university
workers are allowed to wee 11, this means that there 15 no
transport during the vacations. Their complaint is a justifi-
ghla one in wigw of the fact that the university was built
three miles from the town ek, an the top of a steap hill.
Conseguantly, the staff are forced to use tha Burnley-
Lancaster bus service, which i3 invariably full bacause of
day-trippers to and from Morecambe, Apart from these
Inoohveniences, the staff ware left to walk the final hatf-
miide up the hill. However, undarlying all thess quastions was
that of the cost. The cleaners have 1o pay between 10%-20%
of their wages in Tores, all the year round, with fares being
highar during vacations on the Bumley-Lancaster srvics.

LUWCH HOUR MEETINGS

The Socialist Women Group arrarged mestings of the day
cleaners onoes 8 week during thelr lunch houwrs. Thus the
cheaners not onty formed o wary qood relationship with the
Group and through them with the student body, but—and
meie importan i—their seif-confidence began to prow end
they siarted to reslise the benefits of uniting together 1o put
forward ther complaims. A3 hes already Dbesn wiated, the
cheamers were prewiously very diorganised. Each cleaner is
soigted in 8 particular collage bullding, her anly contact
boing with the supervisors who can therafors interpret the
rules totally erbitrarily. The cleaners wene in fact unsurg
avan alxout tha maagre rights affordad to tham in the terms
of thelr employment, For example, they were 1ald by thair
suparvisors that they were obligad to work eny weekends if
requibred; this was not in the terms of the contract, There
wiae simitarly confusion about taa-bresks. Onee the cleaners
woape ablle to meet aod discuss thelr weorking conditions, a
rumber of grisvancas, headad by tha transport prokdam,
were listed. In this weay the clesners realised that it was not
simply their individual work situstion, but the whole system
al relationships, wwhich weas at fault,

Furthar maetings, on ocoesions with militent trade
unbanists such as I'l."IF.u'nI Hukabs and Sudrey Wiss, led the
cleanars to drawe the further conclusion thet it is necessary
Im any strugale against the managerment 1 galn the support
of the trade union mowemant. Consequently Mrs. Lancaster
‘was elected shop steweard and 22 out of sbout 30 clesners
joined the TEG, which had slreedy organized the night
cleaners.

“FHE LIBERAL UAYWERSITY™

Far five yiars the aniversity hos refused to racomnise the
unions right to act in negotiations. The dniversity admin.
Panes, Riowaver, set up thair own particular system of nago
tiation in order o bypass the union. This the Joint
Conaultative Committes, which is aofficially said o
promate the free flow of idass between management end
amployess " In faet it quite Blatanthy intimidates its
employaes, as can be sean in the intarview below, and has
anly advisory status. AT this mesting the Jeint .0,
apparantly arrived at a “'decision” —although no wota wes
Tekan—agalnst e pravisian of free transpoet Tor the
cleaners. Thiswas in March, ang by rmid-Jane, with the
appraach of the vacation end transport no nearer to being
provided, the cleaners, backed by an amergancy meating of
their TEG branch, decided ona series of token strikes and
pokets, Even thiz small action had immediata results: te
university verbally recognised the union as the sole
nagotiatineg body for university workers,

Lancastar Socalet Woman Group has supported the

the ex ploitative mature of the university, which, although |t
spitomisas the bourgenis idesl of a “libaral™ institetion in
its retationship with the students, has no scruples in explol-
ing the probdems causad by the axtremely high unemploy-
ment in this ares. Thus the university workers are in a yery
wulnerabla position, and support from the stedent body was
sbsolutely eswential to presenst victimisation of these 22
olated cipaners. On Wednesdey 17th June, after a graat
deal of propagandising, the Socialist Woman Group propossd
in & Federation |Students Unioni meeting that thera should
be an ocoupetion of the university administration building
umntil the cleaners’ demands had bewn saticfactorily met, The
unlwersity wiis affectively brought 1o a standstill and
although the administration had pravicwesly refused to mset
the cheaners until thay stopped industrial action, by the end
of the first day of eccupation they were willing 1o da so-
provided of course that the students withdrew their solidarity
action, Obwviously both of these expedisnts—withdrawing
stuciant suppart ar industrial actisn—would wesken the
warkers' bargaining position, Therafors the mass meeting
af the occupation, after hearing an address by May Hobbs
of the London night cleanors, wha called for their con.
tinued support, voted 10 remain in occupation, in spite of
tree threats of Injunctions and victimisstion of individual
students, until the cleaners were satisfied in thair demard.
The militancy of tha cleaners and the ungualified solidarity
sction by the students combined to create a force which
coukd not be broken by the repressive and underband actions
of the university suthorities—such as the narming of indjvj-
dual students in @ cowrt injunction and the calling of
“union”™ meeting by the management ta which non-union
cleaners and supervisors wene specifically invited, Indaed,
within a few days we wore able 1o expose that the liberal
VETEET Wak simiply @ cower owver the university's reprossive
wore, We were sl able to expase the role of the *"Left"
buresucrsts of the NUS who hastensd 1o send up a FEfIFE-
senlative 1o give “ungualified support’ —the hollowness of
wiich was revended whan an sppeal for legal sid, the
tollowing night, was in proctice rejected and the stsdents
wara Tald that they were “om thair own ™.

However, the cleaners’ morale was further boosted by the
rmessege of soliderity brought up to Lancaster by May Hobbs,
The following interview with Mrs. Lancaster, shop steward
of tha day cleaners, and May Hobbs was conducted on
Thursday, the fourth day of the token sirikes and the
sacond day of the solidarity student action:

£ Yowng: The administration have repeatedly said that
wour damands aré not clear; (s there any confusion about
them?

A Lancaster: Mo, it's quita simple; we want a bus to run
betwean Garstang and the cniversity and another betsaps
Maorecarmbe and the university.

=Amd would this be just for tha 22 cleaners who had
fought for it?

AL Well, it's us whao's fighting for it, but if they want to
carey on werking and then to come inowith us aftar-weell,
that’s up to therm. We're not going to pressurise theer,

=D ywou think your claim is justified and how eonfident
are you that you will win the fight?

AL | know 1t's justitishbla, | have to pay 32%0 every day,
that’s 20% of my wages. The Bursley - Lancaster bus that we
have to use in the vacation is very unrelisble—a few timas
woa v Bad to wait frem .30 until B o'clock far & bus that
isn't full. Sometirmes the girls who five in Galgate (about
three miles awey ] have o walk, We're all guite confident
thet we'll get snmmwhare—you heve to be | think wa're so
canfident becausa it's besn made into o big issua now, it's
not just us and the manegemant. We need the pubdicity,
The students are gatring mest of the publicity but they're
doing it on behall of us,

—What do you think of the students’ support?

AL | just can't 3ay encugh for them; wa wouldn's hawe got
this far withaut them Some peopis say that studants don't
really care ahout workers and that they're anly massing
absut, but theyve really been good for us, We would have
tried to stick It autl without them, but we wauld have been
forced te back down in the end.

Aap Hobbsl 1T was the seme in London, with the students
s the Socialist Woman groups. They put such & lat of
work imto it.

A L. Yus, thay'va been running abssut here for us, arranging
maetings, writing leaflets and latters to the paper—ee appare
ciate It very mugh,

~What do you think about the way you've been reated by
the managament?
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diddn‘t want any trouble but their pig-heededness forced us
inta it. Take the mini-bus, at the beginning of this fight we
wiould have besn satisfied with 8 rminl4us-that ran up and
toywn the university hill during the vecations—we wara
willing even to pay some of e cost. But they sald it
couldn't ke dong—it's funny but the first day of our wkes
strike a free mini-bus was running up end down that hill,
Mow wr've got more confidence in oursalves and we can
stick together, we're determined to demand the best
Before we started having mestings we used to be scared, just
as some of the ather university workers are now, When we
eornplained to the Joint Consultative Commities shout the
canditions, one of therm askod why wa worked here, One of
us, although we know now it was stupid, said it was becauss
there wore no other jobs, 5o the managament of ficlals sabd
that if we didn't like the conditions we could lesve, | said,
"What, all of us?'" and he sald, "Yes, all of yvou.”” We're
mopra confident now and we realisa that it's better not to
ma ke compleints on your own. Like, & couple of weaks apo,
i girl who had to clean out acollega aft on her cwn went 1o
see the administration, and she wag again told it she didn't
like it she cowld leave, Now if only she had come to me we
cauld mive done it through the union ...

—Have the union official: been halpful in this cempaign?
The sdmirdsiration claim that they have in fact confused
yoaur damands.

AL Well, ot first they were a dead los, we were gatting
novhare, but letely they e baen getting better,

MWk i you push them, like you've done thay have to,
don't they?

A, L: ¥es—well, wa've been pushing Mr. Taviorson all the
time. At the beginning they mesed thinge up becauss twa
otficials, him and Mr. Page, put in 5o diffarent demands—
slthough we were quite clear what we wanted, OF courss the
management wouldn’t listen to us—they said tha* a latiar
héd to come from an officlal, Mr, Page eventually withdres
compietely laaving only Mr. Tavlarson wha kept wstalling for
a while. constantly asking us what we exactly wantsd,
although we'd mada it quite clear we wantsd tha two free
birdest, | think he was ho ping that if he ssked long ervouwgh
wee'd back dowen. Anyway in future we're going inio mestings
wiith him, We'ra all going in tomorrow, We ussd 13wt Quiet
im mestings but we've been puthed shout so long that ea're
not frightaned.

M.H; Yes, you've really got to make the unions for you, It's
no goond waiting for the officials to move while YO just sit
thara peyving in your dwes.

AL Well, none of us have been involved |n this sort af
thing before—I just used 1o send in my monay sach wesk
and didn’t know what | was paving for,

The following day after this Interview, with the strike and
accunation still solid despite the intimidation by the
authorities of the students and an attempt o manipulats

8 union meating, the administeation was fareed to corfcede,
Although the cleaners did not get their exact demand,

L8, the two free buses, they agreed to what they con-
sidered to be an equivalent: |.e, 2 travel allawance af 120D
i weeek. Lnder o written guarantes that this weuld form the
asis of furthar negotiations betwean the clesners and a

i committee, and & writtan guarantes against

victimisation, both the token strikes and the nCCUpation
ware anded,

Although the univarsity sethorities have, in face,
managel to awoid agreaing to the principle that thay shauld
prowvide transport for their staff (an sdmission which would
have led to their baing flooded by demands for transport
from other sections of unlhwreity wark BTEL, Gne can stifl
consider this campaio a victory for the deansrs and students,
Mot anly have tha claansrs gained self confidence in tha
face of the administration but they have alsa lrarnt that by
rark-and-file organisation they can make the unian and
union officials work far tham, Thils has ancouraged other
sections of unlversity workers who hive shown sollderity
#red are lraming of the enefits of renk-and-fis arganisation,

Thae studante, by forcing the Yice-Chancellar's hand,

making hirm resst vielently in a totally enconstiiutional
manner \over-riding the decisians of various commitiess
and afficielzl have expossd tha true natura of the UnivErsiLY
SErUCTUTE, alarming even the modt consarvetive academics
on the staff. Finally, by thair sslidarite. srodents and
vearkers have managed to score 3 victory and have bean sasn
to score that victory in a dramatic way sgainst one of the
Institutions of bourgenis society,



Venezuela
and the Socialist
Revolution

“Thev sav Lhat Venezuela is a rich countev, thev
fill our mouths with the mythology of riches and
progress. In reality we are a country of the poor,
the wretched and the sick, Exploitation and
plunder have gone to inconceivable lengths, Vene-
zuela is in the hands of the big foreign manopolies
and of-a few families who act as stonges far these
monapolies, Our entire economy ensures the grave
disability of dependence and every day our people
suffer more from economic und gocial extortion
and violence,

“Every dav the paor get poorer. Every day the
monopolies gel ticher. Where does the sweat raf
vour forehead go? Who are you working for? Why
are vou so poor in such a rich country? Why do
vou poor out your blood and vour life, and those
of vour children and grandehildren? Why is there
no education and culture for vou? Why are there
no more hospitals, no sanatoriums, no convalescent
homes? Why will vour old age be a time of
insecurity and waiting for death? "hy is vour
vouth a time of bitterness and frugtration? Why do
you not have the right to be a Man, free, self-
respecting, full of opportunity?

“Recause we are & country in the grip of the big
monaopolies and of a small group of multi-
millionaires. Because we are a country which is
dependent, humiliated, insulted and plundered.”

Editorinl Letter to the Reader, Ves ¥ Les, April 20,
1971,

By Latin &merican standards, and 10 tha exclusi benefit
of the explaiting classes, Yenazuela is a rich country, Like
st other Latin Amerdcen countries, it is heavlly
dependent on one product, and ofl accounts for 93% of i
exports. But world oil prices, unlike the pricas of other
commodities, have bean steadily rising In recant years. As a
result the econamle arisis in Vanezuela has been less acute
than that in other Latin &merican countries. Nevertheless
tha qrowth 1ate has slowed down and the rate of capital
formation is almost stagnant. Between 1968 and 19603 the
Ievel of axports actually declined by 0.2% and capltal aut-
flows have baen higher than from most other Latin
Arerican countries put together.

The ail Industry emphays Tess than 1% of the active
populatien. But nil revenwes have produced o relativaly
karge parasitic middle class and bureawscrecy and swollen
sarvice industries. Today in Caracas all the visible signs of
the Smerican way of 1ifs are present but the superficial
charactaristics of progperity hid a tramendous peverty,
300,000 people live miserable axistences in packing casas
g tin boxes an the hills that surround the capital. Many
of thesz so-called “'rmarginal” people are Immigrants from
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migjority of the population lives in the cities. The origing
af this immigration are not to be found in urban industria-

fisation but in the failure to conduct sgrarian reform and
to Irest in ferming, indeed, mare of the people attracted
tn the Eitias still maintain a wemi-peasant existen ce whilst
ineraasing the great numbers of unemployed. Change has
brought about a social disintegration such that as many a8
1% of childien born in Venazeels today haveno kenowes
ledqe of their father.

The present strugple against the Christian Mtemocratic
ragirme-of Caldara isa continuation of the movemant that
auirthraw the dictator Perez Jimenes In 1958, This poputar
revolt resulted In the reign of Betancourt &nd his Acslon
Pemocretica party, 1T was during Betancourts role that the
guerrilla struggle bagan as the reactionary neturd of his
gowsrmmant becams clearer, Under the influence of tha
Cuban Rewohition premure for changs grew and demonstra-
thons were met with snege repression, Aocion Democratice
split and the MIR (Movimente de f2quierda Revolucionaial
was formed and set up queriilla fronts in the Esst of Vens-
zuels. The Communist Party had supported Betaneourt but
eventuslly i1 too davaloped & position--albeit wmporarily —
af support for the arrmed strugghe, By 19682 guerrlila warfare
was under way. Remnants of tha Patrictic Jurta that had
avarthrowen Jimenez, Douglas Bravo and Luben Petkoft of
the Communist Party, and elemants of the MR anoaged in
a struggle which was soon w lead to the formation of the
FALM |Fuormes Armadis oe Libaracion | and the FLN
{Frante de [iberacion Necianaly. At this stags the Commu
nist Party was in favour of the armed struggle, althaugh its
suppert ¢an be explained partly by its fear of baing out-
stripped by the MIR in this respect. Later it was to adopt a
pasitlon of complete hostility. At the OLAS confarenca in
1967 it was publicly condemned by Cadtio for its treachany.

In 1966 Qouglas Bravo broke with the Party. in 1966
Fabiricio Ojeda, largely responsibile for tha Patrlotic Junta
that had cverthrown Jimenez and chivl of the FLN, was
amsasginatad whilst on @ visit'to Caracas to didouss fora last
time with the Commurnist Party, Oouglas Bravo took over
tha leaderehls of both organizations, By 1967 the Commu-
nist Party's degeneration was completed, symbolised by the
telegram of condolance they sant to the family of Dr. Julio
Ibarren Borges, wha was kidnapped end axecuted in
raprisal for revolutionary leaders murdered by tha govern-
ment, The guerrilla fronts have continued their activitias in
the face of sctlve opposition fram the PCY, who fraded the
release of their members from orisen and freedom to parti-
cipate in elections as the price of their diafaction. Thay
claimed that in 1962 a revolutionary situation had existecd;
bt in the ensuing years it = difficalt to see what has
changed beyand increased rapresion and the PCY defection.

Ingvitably, the process of decay has continued. Vene-
ruela has not knows a Maoist party or inceed 8 Maoist
faction of any dimension_ The form of the latest split which
tonk place at the end of 1870 has been the formation of
of the MAS (Mowirmienta al Socirileme] with Teodoro
Petkoft & one of its laaders. Petkoff originally supported
the armed struggle Jalong with his brather Luben | but then
condumaed 1t whilst in the PCY. Now the MAS has taken &
pasition, not of armed sruggle, but a5 a more liberal variant
of the PCV_ Tha MAS has positive aspeotd. 1t opposes the
lvesion: of Crechablovakia; it claims to oppose the “theary™
of stages, Above s/l it is a reaction against the party maching,
tha lack afintarnal democracy, the dominance of Moscow

of some support for the electoral road and does rat identify
with the FLM/FALN. 11 isin danger of beina all things to
all pecple and eneompasses a brosd membarship from right
and left of the old POV, It claims o place as a Marxist party
and has arganised its own trade union, the CGT, but its
sommitmeant to reeolutionary srugghe 5 not dissimilsr fram
tha PO, It is rew ead has yet 1 awmlve, At the moment it
fsa “Better” PCY, But ongé Venezuelan comment was:

when a piece of shit is divided In half, vou get two pieces

of shit.

The Caldara Chrlstian Democrat regime, which defeated
Arcion Demperatica in the 1269 elections, Is the most
“mrogressive’ variant yet producad by irmperialism, Meyer-
theless, it is in continual erisis and far from being able o
abandan the weapon of repression. On taking office it
introduced a programme of so-called Pacification, designed
tn Incorporats revelutionaries into Weneroela's democratic
ey of life, | twas a kind of semi-amnesty: If revalutionaries
cami dewwn from the mountaing they might not be gaolad,
gapacially 1 they provided useful information 1o the repres-
shim spparatus. in fact, It wasa menoewvre o sweaken the
laft and aat Inte its foroas, |twas akeo designed so that
ravalutionarias came out into the open ta be countad in
preparation for the definitive clamping down of the repres-
glan. And, perallel to the Pacificetion, the shootings ard
arrests continea, Mars than 15 students and demonsTatons
hase bean kilked in tha veo years of Christizn Damocrat
Pacification and many more peopla have been indiscriol-
nataly arrestad | sometimes meraly far “Investigation”, often
a muphemism for torture. There are sorme 200 palitizal
prisoners, The repression affects not anly student damon
stratlons, but wiorlers and above all, peasants, 55 Ved y Lea,
tha magazine, explzins, “the differencas [between Aocion
Plasrineratica and tha Christian Damocrats| are superficiel,
since in the background the hidden thrasds of the same oli-
garchic and prodmperialist [nteres*s continue to operate.
The diffieranca is one of “style’”, Whila Gopei (Christian
Democrats) and AD [Azeian Democraticel polamicise on
the respectiva merlts of Pacification and Reprission, in fact
the two pariies are reinforcing thair collaboration to suppress
the masses and the repregsion iself is in full and vigorous
wxpansion, The differenae in style produrss apparent
anamalles, It means that & magazine such as Vee |© Lea,
which reports interviews with Doyglas Brisve and has 3 hig
Trotseyist Influenoce gan exist and 5 on sale 8t most straet
kicsks: and meptings ean be held at which calls for the
armed struggle can be made. But thos: who participate in
such activities live in & state of permanent insecUrity, liabbé
to arbitrary arrest at any momeant and with the thraat of
death end imprisanment constantly with them, such that
some of them fael that they would be personally mare
secure iF they were up in the mountains with the guarrillas,

O May Day wour corfespondents participatad in &
pounter-demonstration to the treditional govemment-
patronised festivitios. Afterwards o march of 200 set off, led
by 8 hamner bearing a portrait of Che, with na clear purphse,
bt merely, it seems, to svoid straggling off to their houses.
Aftor abeut a mile they peased a houss Inowhich there was an
Inspector of the Matropol [ten Police, He came out shoating.
He killad & 23-year-old worker, Benjamin de Jasus Taran
Fuis, with a buliet in the head. And he woundad seweral
ather people. This Inspector was reported o have bagn
taken for questioning and then rewrned o duty. The next
day, after attempts by the authorities to hawa the burdal
immedistaly in order to prevent demaonstrations, G0 peopla
wera arrested &t the funeral and in the cemetery. All this
made little impact an the Caracas newspeRers.

Trads unians (0 Venezoels are hald in the grip of the
hourgeois and reformist parties. The largest union, the CTV,
ic controlled by AD, Copei and MEP, a laftish split from
AD. Workers regeed it a5 in na 2snsa a class organisation, 118
leaders negatiate directly with the yovernmant, withoul
regard to the membarship's wishes. The aifleial May Dy
rally iz sddressad by Caldera from the balcony of the prasi-
dential palame. The CUTY is the FCV's union and is beroly
mee militant: it is alse weakar, Most Venezuelan unions are
organised aleng political lines with only @ few independent
Imcdustrial or factory unions, As an article by Dulla Bracho
in Vaa v Lew says: “Most struggles are begun from below,
obliging the Isadership to put themselves at the head of
them ard subsequently creating a contradiction betwesn
tha masses, who press for concrete objectives, and the
fnagers, who at the sama time 2= they parvert the hasic
jesuns of the struggle apply 8 policy of class-collaboration.
Thare are symptoms which demonstrata non-participation i
the unions 90% of the uninn leaderships are slected with
the participation of less than 40% of the treda union mem-
bers. The distussion of confracts takes place with a mini-
mum of participation on the pert of the workers. In the
morg advonced sectors warkers are baginning 1o look for
their own omanisational forms, doing witout the tracll-
tioral wnion leadership™.

It s ganerally recognised that the revolutionary left in
enezusla is wosk and dividad, The big revolutionary up-
surge which lad 1o the ovarthrow of Parez Jimanae andd was
carried on into resistance egainst the betrayats and polioe
terrar of Betencourt and tha AD party petered out as the



vacillsted and degenerated, Tha grmed revolutionary organd
sations broke with their degenerated parties: first the
FLM/FALM broke with the CP; latar the MIR guerrilla
fronts broke with the MIR and set themgelyes up indepen-
dently as Bardera Rora |Hed Flagl and the Crgamizacion

de fas Revoipcionarios (OR —DOrganisation of the Reeolu
gignaries). But thay suffered badly from their isolation. The
FLM/FALM lost mast of s urkan arganization and support
through desartion and betrayal, and &ll of the groups fost
many of their guerrilla fightars from the mountaing ared
countryside. Many of tha best beaders and fighters wera
killed, ard many are in prigon. They still suffer from this
isclation. Because af the savarity of the repression and thelr
ahealute nead to protect thidr cadres through strict clandes-
timity, their activities are very little known even 1o active
revolutionary millitants in the universities and towns, Even
thelr litersture is very hord to obtsin inside Venezuela: its
axistenca is indesd unknawn 1o wome militants, Thesr
influence, in spite of the fact that, in the abstraci, they are
graatiy admired by revolutionarbes, is therefore guite small
in direct palltheal terms inside Vernezuela, Their great and
impartant achisvenent is that thay have maintained the
tradition snd the comtinuity 'of the armad stregghe In Vene-
zuala. Aboee all, they have not abendoned tha streggle, As
Dowsgles Brawvo says, in a message to the Calumas Congress
{see below) | “The war hies begun, the revolution is on the
rmerch, and the obstacles which it has encounteraed cannot
leacd us 1o defeatist positions, We cannot confuse the fallure
of tha rightist lsaderships of the parties which wers ance
called revalutionary, who capitulatad, with the fallure of
thie resalution as a wholes, The war is prolonged, and is part
of the process we are living throegh ...

These arganisations may also provide @ pole around
which new forms of armed streggle will be organisad. In
recognithon of their isolation, the threa main armesd organ-
setions (the FLN/FALN, Sandesr Rofs and the OR) are
markedly changlng thelr political line. All of them claarly
geoept the need for mas work in addition to the organisa-
tion and extension of the armad struggle, To & greates or
| esgar extent, they also aceept the need for the creation of a
revpdutionary party, Banoera Rofa, for exempla, arg attEmpt-
Irig o fink the armed struggle more closely with the activitias
and immediate demends of the peoples; they reject the con-
copt of merely terrorivt activity, snd have vsed their srmed
strength 1o supprt the siruggiss of worken in their
laciow =1 SR The enployers roresareg wae Of NS repre-
ey foroe of the Stme. The OR, which wa badly affected

by betravaly, is itssll End developing its political
line, motably in favour of the Building of a mass revolutlonary
party

Much the most dessloped theoretically of tha thres
arganisations i Dougles Bravo’s FLN/FALN. The FLN/

FA LN heve bssn sccused of foguisma But they maintain
that they never in Eact held this position, 1T for a ttme their
sctivities have been largely restricted to the rursd guerrills
front, this hes been from necessity,. Their ability to main-
tain thair forces in the mountalns for 10 years, cut off from
the support of the CF, even physically betrayed by this
party, ks an extraordinary achievement, 1t is an achisvement
that was anly pomibie begause they had the support of the
peazants. They have nowe, thay say, reachad.a stage where
they can begin b extand their activities towards the cantra;
flzst into maora populatad areas, then into what thay
describe as “subarban ' aresd and minor industrial areas,
and finally into the towns, Like Sanders Sofa, they ses the
nieed to link the armed stroggle not only w the abstract
gonal of seclalisn, but alse to the felt neads of the masses,
Thus, for axample, In their reral sphare of aetivitias, they
have amibushed lorrias with the help of focal pessens, and
distributed the contents of the larres amaong the pessants.
Shoye all, the FLM/FALMN have reached the clear position
that they cannot sxtend the srruggle beyond thelr rural
graarril s Trant cetdags they succeed in creating a mass revolu-
TiOnery party.

O more general thaoretical questions, thair position is
poually clesr, They reject the Stalinist concept of tha
national bourganis revalution and state clearly that their
girn is 1o achieve the proletarian revolution and the over:
throw of imperialien and capitalism; they reject also any
concapt of building sacialigm in ome country, and hold &
strangly internationalist oosition, sspecially 3% regards the
rest of Latin Amarica and Suba in particular. {Douglas
Bravo's supposed “denunciation” of Cuban “betrayel” was,
incldentally, an ineention of the bourgadis imparialist press;
the FLM/EALN are crifical of sspects of the Cuban revalu
tion, notably of its wipport for tha Peruvian military regime,
but hold that amy eriticisms should be meade in a8 fraternal
and comradaly spivit and in the context of menersl support
for the schievemants and hemism of the Cubsan people.;

Douglas Braye states that in Vanezuala the party exlsis
antl that It is the Partido de & Aevaieclan (Party of the
REvolhutiond, mest of whosa mambars and Ieaders are also
members of the FLA/FALMN, bt which has its own intamal
organisation and leading bodies, This party & baing deve-
loped, But tha |saders of the FLM/FALM and of the Pardics
de i3 Bevoleoion are clearly sedare of tha raeed to drde on

mew farces and m work far unity among the scaiteed

ceaded fn reaching agroement 1o sel up 8 Comite de
intmaracion revolueianasis (Committas for revolutionary
integration| with the leadership of Sandera Rafa, at o
maeting held in tha lacter's sphere of operations in the East
af Veneruala, At the end of 1970, on the 4th-6th December,
a rmags meating of revolutionars ook place a1 the so-called
Cuttiral Congress of Cabirras, The idea of the Congress
originated with a group of revolutionary intellactuals at
Merids univarsity. |1 grove into a major mesting of revolu-
tianaries who fundarrental purposs was 1o organise §
unitad fromt of revolutionaries. The Congress rejected the
theory of the traditional parties of the reformise left on the
nead far the bourgeni s-temoeratic rpealution, affirmead the
need 1o struggle for the socialist revolution, supporied
clearly the fundamental necassity of the armead struggla to
owverthrow irnperialism and its Venezoeian representatives,
and called far the sreatleon of 8 rewlutionary workears”
party. The srmed organisations supported and participated
in the Congres, togather with revolutionasy intellacneaks,
wiorkers” and students’ orgenisations, la®t Christian organis-
tions, and Trotskybets: a1 timee thers wes an ettendence of
4 000 people. The Congress led to the setting up of a urited
front Committes sgainst Dependance and Meo-coloniglizm,
which i tunctioning in several parts of the country, and is
beeginning ta Hll the great vaccuum laft in Venezwela by the
absence of revolutionary mass organisations, partioularty n
the citied In Veneroels thers axist numensus smsll revolu-
ticnary groups, many of them of a spontaneist noture, Thaeir
joint activity, i it can be orgonlsed through echiesvements
such as the Cabimas Congrese ared the committes seb up by
it, can heve & big effect on the growth and strengthening of
the Veneruelan lefe There |3 a fesling, widespread among
revolutionaries, that unity in working for the revolution and
the ereation of 8 revolutionary vanguard will not come
sbout by & confederation of small groups and buresugratic
agreements batween their lagders, but through practical
gotivity and [olnt struggle at the base,

One of the groups which participated in the Cabrimas
‘Congress wes & group of Trotskyists whao ere supportars of
the Fourth Internatianal, They [ssued o declsration of
Trotekeyiste who ara sippartars-of the Fourth Imtemational,
Thay sued a declaration of Trotskyist principles, and spoke
opanly in suppert of the Fourth |nternational at Cabimas,
Thig was the first tirme that such an Inltiatlve had been telien
in Wanazuel, where thare is virtually na Trotskyist tradi-
tion. The group itself consdats of & number of individuals
with experienca in the Trotskyist moverment wha begon
wwarking together as a graup enly beo vears ago, They hawe
an influence dispropartionate to their numbers. Thisis, first,
brcause of the objective situstion, 'With the Betravals and
degeneration af the Swalinet parties and glso, to some
axtent, with the discraditing of fogeista theories of quarrilla
wearfare, there is 2 grest receptivity toweards Trotskydlst [deas
armong Letin Armericen revolutionaries. Tha credibility of
Stalinist attacks on Trotskyists a5 “apents of Imgerlalism”
diminishes as tha cradibility of the Stalinists themselwas
dirminishies. The political line of the Foorth intermational
on tha permanant rewslution, on tha armed streggle. on the
feed for mass work s theeation of & rasalutionary
party, i5 coming 1o e accepted by tha main revolutionary
forces in Wenezuata, in particular the FLM/FALMN. Most of
them hayve reached thes: positions independently, but they
are mware of their similarlty with the pestions of the
Fowrth Intarnational, and some have cartainly basn
Influsnced by discussions with Trotskyicts in Venezuela,
The meambers af the Trotsk Wikl group thamialves fesl that
the opportunities for Trotskyism in Latin Amarica are wary
great, and their objectiva is to build a sestion of the Fourth
IneErmational in Yanesoska

The sacond main reasaen for the increasing interest.in
Trostkyism i Venecuels 18 the axistence of the magazine
Vea w Lea, The aditor of the magazine, Padro Mirands, is a
Trotskywist, and seversl ol the cantributors and menbers af
the editorial board ara Trotskyiste o Trotskyist sympa-
thisers. The mogazine is & weekly, and-is on sale s kiosks all
cver Wenezuels; it has a circulation of 40,000; it is presanted
as a popular glossy magazing, with glarmoor pictunes and
film sters, although dacreasingly so. 1t s the only open and

lutionary mowvemerts thit are at abl full or ac «quate, let
alore abjective, and that attecks and agitatas against the
represtiva violenee of the Caldera regime. 1t has been in
axistenca for about 18 months and has becorme prograssivaly
miore palitical and miore redical. As this procass has taken
place, Vea y Lea has lost its advertising income, bt

not its circulation, and the people who woek for it have
become increasingly subject to police harassment. |t i5
therafare not clear how long it will be able 1o survive e an
openly revolutionary magazine, But for the moment it is
important and influential, and is used by revolutionary
arganisations, not only of course by Trotskylsts, to propa-
gate their ideas and o denounce the reprassive activities af
the gqovernmant.

I qeneral, there are signe in Venezuala that revolutionary
activity is on the uptumn, after a low perlod of disunity and
demoralisation. The moves towards unity and the creation
of & new revalutionary venguard ara a sign of this, Warkers
are Increasinghy coming Into conflict with the bureaucratised
political Ieaderships of their unions and hence with the
ADVCopsi control of the state; in this procass, the raformist
nature of the CP feadership is aleo being exposed, Strikes ara
declared illegal by tha government and are subject to mili-
tary and police intervention. The passsnts’ strugales for lend
andd for better conditions sre confronted with the raprassion
of tha Guwarcie Nacianal, The Indisn population is trying 1o
racccuny the land stolan from it by the fxeffendistas and is
meating with persecution and attempted extermination by
the Cazadores, the special elite anti- insurgency forces
trzined in brutality in Panama. The barvios, the clty slums,
#re (nvaded by tha repressive forces. The studamts have been
ir mara or less permanent revelt since the government
atternpted to introduce & Law arding the autsnomy of the
universities and their immunity from police onmiliwns
intarvention, in sarlier student struggles. The natianal uni-
warsity In Caracas has besm closad for six maonths becauss
the governmant & unabde to control the studants and
administar the urdversity with teachers and administration
zhla or willing to operate its Lew, The rebellion has spresd
to the secondary schools, which the governmant is similarly
unable to dare 1o keep open, with the result that formal
education In Venazuela is virteally non-functioning. Tha
opan and vinlent sevolt of the studants is even more
impartant in Latin &merics then in Europe or the United
States, ghnes the students tend 1o retain their links with tha
paople, and since the universities, in conditions of dictator-
ship, have freguently boen the anly places in which revolu-
tionay traditions can be openly upheld. Ac Dowglss Bravo
eeplarinad in his message fo the Cabimes Congress, “There is
thus no demand put forward by the masses, howsver small,
which doas not find itsalf confronted with the repressive
brutality of the Copei povernmsant ... The oppressed classes
in thelr struogle ageinst exploitation continually ciash with
the rilitary forces and the police; in Fsce of this reactionary
violence there is no other alternative than revolutionary
violence ™

Revalutionaries in Vanezusla sre neverthelass aware that
the struggle will be long end bitter, Thare appear b be few
iflesians about a quick victory af the foquista type, or a
repatition of the Cuban experience. Tha imgperlalist forces
are now vary much more erganisad than they wera. In addi.
tion, Yaneruala, becausa of its oll, is of exceptional strategic
importance to imperialism. Yonezuelans say that tha Vane-
zuelsn army is protrbly the best trained and equipped, and
the most experiancad in antiguerrilla sctivity, of all Latin
Amarican srmies, The orlpof reformism on the masses is
said to be exceptionally strong, with a union bureaucracy
integratad into the state and a iich propaganda machine,
Loss still ara thara any illusions, except no doubt among
oppartunists of the GP variety, on the possibility of any
rapetition of the Chilean phenomenon In Venezuala, The
MEP is talking In terms of a popular unity-type electoral
fromt with the TP, MAS, ete, Bur ita leadars are awarg that
its chances of eleetoral success are less than in Chile bacausa
of tha salidity of the AD/Copei pro-imperialist collaboration,
and abowve all that its chances of belng permitted to povern
are minimal, beesuse of the strength and paolitical treditions
of the Wenezuelan army, their objpctivas, it sserns, are
largely education, and they #re also atternpting to craate
popular committess. Thelr effeat, nevertheless, is likely o
b the waditional effact of reformist patties: creating &
cartain confusan among the peopla.

The real prossact is of a progressive extension and
broadening of the current disparsed forms of armed struggle
and confrontation with the repressive forcas, into a popular
war ageinst imperializm and its local represantatives and for
the proletarian revolution, The Political Declaration of the
Cahimas Congress stated : “The sociglist revolution, as tha
arly valid altermative for Latin American end national libera-
tion, maasns the resf firmation of popular revalutionany
wialenee 83 the only cartain way to lberete oursalvas amd 1o
succead in building the future sockalist society, Tha armed
struggle nat only has the strategic characteristic of the
unevoidabla path &nd denocement of the socilist revalution;
it alao has existad and exists today &5 8 ganuing praces, in
which its tactical, practical and concreté character is.con-
tinuoudy confirmed, in opoositien to the behaviour of



INTROOUCTION

Recant'y /n an atmosphere of increasing mili-
twncy, the fsswe of workers” controd fas been
reised sgadn by the Labour movement The
arteidiances af the Workers Confrol Institute
Conferemces shows thar shap-sfewasras and
e worRErs are rmang Iriteresied o0 e fesue
than ar any Hae since the 19204 The olyect of
s article i to oxavming, i the dafbtof the
massve Tory 8ftscks being moun fted on the
warking-class, the years of highest iV tancy in
order o draw oot the most imporiant sspects
off the sxperisnces for our use foday,

Webh, one of the first reformisr socalics to
drscuss the subject, divdled “workers” cantral™
irvto three parts; festly control over decigons
abaut what, when and where to produce;
secondly control over decisions about whar
methiods io use and how o produce, and
By contrnl over decisnans alweut ier wihas
conditions to progduce, These thres divsions
are wselod because by showing Wt diwsian
@ particelar organization or grovp s fivterested
i, W ca ore gasily explain Hs refation to
ather groups snd 1 revalutionary politic in
generpl. The trade waion mowerment bas rad)
tronally bean intmrested in g@@ining some condrod
OVEF deisiomt alhauT wWares, WerRing cond fors
# working Rowrs. By demanding incresses in
WEges, &fe., frade wiions are dersadicg a right
ro decice what @ worker should be paid—which
eroies B poveer of the hoses or owrner within
the factory. The trade unfons achisve thig simall
area of cortrol anlly through strugele, and these
sctions relair to the third divsion of Waebb's
fohemwe. The first ares of control autilined by
Fieht wowdd obrwioualy heve o include the
matianal scomamy (n ite soape. Fo ersurs phiy
sort of control saiziee and main erance of
clazz power mugt be achieved—auch & political
ofyect would be the alm of a revalutionary
party, {n tha sarly part of the period TRT4-23,
hawever, the mogt common fyge of “control™
desiraet fy the vrious wierkers’ movernes by was
of the secomd sort, controd over production
levels, afc, Often this control was meen within a
framework of capitalizm (33 for example the
friiners” plans far faint contea! af sheir Indusery
submitted to the Sankey Commission on the
frdnes in the el 2080 Bt o there of the
pernd i3 the growth of the idea, and working-
clast orgaiuseiions, et saw dre second an
third fypes of contred 35 Wtimanly impozsible
for chesrl vt wwittonar St paking the quesiion
of the cwsrall political power of the state

THE ECONOMIC BACKGROUND

After 1900 & decline in real wagas set In, The
official figures shows that retail prices hed risen
by 16.6% from 120013, while wage rates had
only incrassed by 6.5%. The decline in real
weages wad anly slightly offset by marginally
graater job-sacurity than in the 18305 So tharm
wias & real feeling of 8 drop in living standards,
partheataly disturbing bécauss it oecurfad in g
pericd of good trade, and when unions were
rapidly incraasing their memberships snd
improving their organisations. The pericd of
Warld YWer | saw an incresse demand for armat
ments and mads state intervention a Teatem of
British capitalism. This weant hand in hand with
atternpts to "dilute” the skillad Tndu str s with
chwaper, bess o e labour, The “dilution” isue
was particularly important in the anginaering
industey, which was the stranghold of the shop
stesrards moweemeant during and after the wear.
Thig better farm of local arganisation ws a
rasponie to tha threat of the new unorgani==d
sermi-gkilled influx of workers, &tter the war, a
short boom providing full employmeant meant
that 18¥H-21 were poak yeers of working class
militency —however with the clump in 1921,
dafanding workers' Jobs and conditions became
isuas and weorkers' control was dropped from
tha positicn it had held as prima concem of the

Labour History

Workers' Control

THE POLITICAL BACKGROUND

The “mew unionism’™ movement of the 1880s
and “90s reflected the increasing tendency far
“prafrs” po give way more and more to mass
prociuction techalgues, The preassure creatad by
the Mew Unions was initislhy for political
represantation for the working cless in Parlia-
reent. [T was to that end thet the Labour Party
was formed. The failure of the Labour Party to
do anything but tail-and the Liberels, up to
1913, directed attention awsy from “the paliti-
cal” to “the induwstrisl” as the apparent place to
make gains for the waorking class. The grip of
syndbealism was very stroeng, and militants

wrare faced with the need o creata a new
leadership glving expression to thedr militascy
within the factories and trade unions. The
rank-and-file committess end shop-stowards’
MvEment arising batwesn 189714 and 1821,
especially In englneering (the creft undar most
pressure from dilution) became the backbone of
the movemant for workers’ control —es it
msumed more and more importanca in tha
factory relations with the employer,

FOLITICAL THEDRIES B WORKERS"
CONTROL

Guild socialism was cesstred around the Natiomal
Guikis League—whose influsnce reached a pesk
betwesn the years 1914-18-and was the most
important and widely held theory of workers’
contral, 11 had members in the mining, railway
ard erginesring unions, s wall as in the buliding
and Post Difice unions, Their impest can b ssen
in the detailed plans both mining and railway
anionsg drew up for commitiess of “joint
gantral” In their industries. But the Guild
sotialists wese strongestin tha growing shop:
stewards’ movement in the engineering Industry,;
first in the “Amabpamation Committaes™ and
then in the shop stewards and Workars Com-
mittea Mowamant.

Guilkd socialists were &s critical of the beader
ship of tha unions as their brothess, particularly
in the ASE, Thelr ieas wera to transform
British society peacefully, by creating national
Guilds or Industrial Unions (including whiite-
collar weorkers and the unemployed ). Industrial
self-government would then be achieved If &
palicy of “ancroaching contral™ weara followead,
and anly when “the commaunity'’ had contral

ower the mssns of production. "'Tha Community*

wiould then hand over indwstrial affairs o the
Guilds which wauld pay & rant for theml
Encroaching centrol wis the graduel transform-
ation of trade unions into industrial unions,
which would press for grester and greater shares
of decision-rneking in industry, These [deas deal
in a completaly undatisfactory way with the
problam of nationad contral and locsl control,
Thiz can be saen in practlce In two ways; firstly
Guaildl soclalists participated in the Gowernment's
Uioint control" experiments, in thea Whitley
Councils, in the Counsils to spread dilution, and
i the case of the miners natiomally, campletely
excluding the local pit-eammittaes excapt in
narm. Secondly, whan the shop stewards in
enginearing began 1o move sweay from Guild
soclalism under the influance of the Russian
Revalution®, the failura of the miners” propo-
sals in the Sankay Commission, ard the
strengthaning of the employvers by the creation
of railway cartels, left only the building and
Peost e workers” unions as strang bises af
Guild socialism. Hobson's Guild expariment in
the bailding Industry |a cooperative bhased in
Birmmingham) completely collapsed in 1823
One qualification (s needad, howavar, Despite
Guild socialism's reformism and Utopianism, it
could with certain uses and in cartain situationg
amsume almost ravalutionary Implications—as
indicated by the Clyde Waorkers Committee in
19716, Evermnually, the govarnment had 1o deport
leading militants frem the Commitiae to prevent
snymore Clyde-wide strikes.

"Industrial unionism”” and its ideas about
workers” control, represent a British version of
the theories developad by thinkers like Da Laon
i the United States. The Internntional Workers
of the World had its much smaller British
counterpart in the Soclallst Labour Party [a
gplit from Hyndrmen's S0F in 1903), and its
industrial wing in the Industrial Workers of
Graat Britain—intended 35 a recruiting unian,
On the decisive day, workers would vote politi-
cal power to the SLP and would, in thair
imdustrisl unions, lock cut the emplioyvers s
take aver Bl industries, The Socialist Parlia-
mientary majority would then adjourn iteslf, and
control would pass to the unions. Thay viewad
other unione 22 & bulwark of the capltalist ¢las,
Workers' control was a slogan that they wused,
biit wikeh remalned wuodiscussed in their progpa-
genda. Thair contribution-to the waorkers’
control mowement in general was most obvious
in their suppost for the 55 and WEM-—greatedsr
on the Clyde and in other Scottich areas—
particularly batwaen the years 1816-17. Tha
immediate fallure of Industrial unionism e
build a basa in Britain, especially in the
workars' control movernent, was because they
chel not appreciate that for British tracde unjonists
tha guestion of control, becausa of the govern-
mant's wartime measures, was an immedigte ona.
The peecise reason why the complicated plass
of the Guild soclalists rmet with immediate
aiceess wis hecarse advanced workers wanted
control immediately, and therefore saw the nead
for operational plans. Again Industrial wnianists
did not deal with the guestion of owverall political
powar, which reduced thair influence when e
stowards’ commities realisad the importance of
the state, and the model of the Soviet Revolution
in Rusda became evailabla to them.

Sl,'ndi-[:ali;m by 1874 had “shat its balt™,
althowagh Tam Menn becema prasidant of the
ASE as late as 1920, It too regended polivical
action as a weaste of time, |55 anormous succeses
of the pre-war period were not repeated in the
ripw wave of militancy during and aftar tha war,
WWa can say; however, that ims success was due to
the Immensa practicality with which it spproachea
industrial politics In this it was dist|rguished
from the small and sectarien Marxist partias and
from the SLP. The syndicalists’ policy for
contral, Based cn natéonal industrial unions ancd
the Trades Councils of different districts, wes
howeewer not so useful in a situation n which
increasing milicancy hed mobilised the sate
in attacks on the work Ing clas—although some
gyndicalist base was maintained in the Amalga-
miation Comittees in tha anginearing unions
batwaen 1913-19,

PROBLEMS

Wihat wara tha problems of thes competing
theories of workers” control in practice? The
political failura of the Labour Party for the
working clas (it only passad Clauss 4 in 1518}
togethar with the attacks mads upaon the
working clags by the govarnment {in dilution,
the Munitions Acts, deportation, sic,| wers
underlined by the sconomic stresses of tha
irnperialist war. In a sense these pressures
lespecially the lever used by the governmant
that strikas “harmed the wareifore™) hald back
the cuthurst af militancy until 1818, When it
did oecur in full Hood in the years 1813-23, the
rurmbier of stoppages jumped from 730 in 1818
to 1,165 in 1915; 1,362 in 1920 and 1,607 in
1921 —surpazing the recoed 1513 total of
1,459 The number of working dayve lost in
gtrikes paflact the incressing fight back of the
capitalist class after the amormous 1822 1otal of
wearly 86,000,000, This peak is not anly the
maost warking deys lost before 1926, but was
also the watershed of the labour movement's
offansive struggbe. From 1822 onward (despite
the Minority Moverment) the demand for
workers control was dropped in favour of a

urdu_rl'mu!.:l By unemployment, wage reductiang
and cutbacks on the dole. Tha assential failure
of the movement for workers' control up to
1922 was that it had not yvet fully developed
into-a form which could challengs state power,
at lesst potantially, An impase had been
reached in 1821 in which only a consolidation
or obstroction of capitaliem could oocur. Mora
of the organisanions sseoclated with the theee
stranda of theory discussed could make the leap
to the essantial workers’ control, the political
seizure af the state, Only by the 15208 did the
shop stewarde gnd wworkers” committes mova-
mant even mops tovards a nathonal eommittes—
eyen then it had [ttle poveer.

COMMUMNISN

Thue flrial stage in the workars' contral movemant
of this period was the gradual realizatian by
wirpuard warkers” groups, in the light of the
Balshauik rewolution, of the neod for 8 rewvelua-
tianary party. The affects of the rethink that tha
S5 and WCM undertoak in 1878 acsurring even
b ywaars previously ara impossible 1o caloulate,
Ewen 40 the schames advancad by The Worker,

a Glasgow paper of tha maoverrent, centred
around tha notion of workers' cantnal through
dligtrict baded waorkers' social committess
Although Gallachar (President of the Glyda
Warkers Committes) end Campobell finally
rajacted gradualism and reformism in the name
of thelr maverment, they still mads no mantion
tas yetl of any agency of national control,

Povwevar werubd floss 1o the working ¢lass “because
of their powar of numbersin industry™. The
sacil commitiees dict at least rEtr.'ngniﬂ A nan-
industrigl dimension of workers' struggle,

desgite the fact that their constrecton wes s
failure, The class relstionship of forces not firted
to a dual-power situation, thea soviet flavour of
thase committoes was then s empty one By

the 1920 conference “joint-control’ schames
were called cless collaboration. In 1521 the
conferersce callad for the dictateeship of the
proletariat, and that the Industrial movement
wias only part of, and shouwld serve the wider
political strepgla, 11 had fallen under the
influerce of the Communist Party formed in
19200, it weas Lanin wha finally convineed the
British shop stewards' movement, et the
Comintemn, to form a British G.P. Unfortunately
the esteblighrment of a fully revolutionary mowe-
ment was started in increasingly hostile condi.
thons,

CONCLUSIONS

I sum, it was the practicality of workers'
participation and later comtrol 85 & next step
which attrectad militant workers. But o puarely
woarkers’ movement could not generate the
Tully fledged theary of Leninizsm, It coukd not
every make the essential link-up of the pofitca
nature of industrial struggles and work from
that, The result was witirmately that “workers’
contral” submerged ontil these important
palitical questions had been faced and mat,
“Warkars' control’ s again being ralsed by the
militants. lm some way the revolutionary ten
dencies muat converge with this vanguard IF
“wworkers’ control’ is ever to Become anything
more than a slogan,

Erian Horon

MOYEMENT FOR THE DEFENCE OF
QUEBEC POLITICAL PRISONERS
Help dafend the Cuebec citizens recently
arrested under the War Measures Act sobely |
fur their political views. 43 of those |
arrested lost October still await trial, The
MOQPF ia the major fund in English
Conacla and Quehec formed 1o pay the
legal exponses of these politicn] prisomers.
Send money order or cheque to MDOPP,
Dr. Scrpge Mongean (Secretary),

EIARE D howols @ Hubort (Minshers |



BENGAL

An open letter to the Arab peoples
on the situation in Bangla Desh

Dear Friends,

As vou undoubtedly know a terrible war is at the moment raging in what
was once East Pakistan, now Bangla Desh. The war way unleashed on March
25, 1971, by the military dictatorship headed by General Yahyva Khan and

the Pakistan Army has carried out a reign of terror, resorted to mass killings
of hmdreds of thousands of unarmed civilians in the cities and villages of our

war-torn land.

It is only too sasy these days w wse the word “penocide”, but we can indfoom vou that
the massocres in Esstern Bengal more than justify its wse, Unarmed men, women and
children have besn mowed down in eold Bood by those who talk in terms of “Muslim
brotherhood"™, Thelr only crime was that they were Bengalls, In Daeca, the capital city,
the Army kitled 10,000 students, teachers and workers in an attempt to destroy the paoli-
tcal heart af the H&ﬂph natianal movement ; d||1'i1|!:|_ irs Nirse attack. Thousands mnre have
dizd since then, while millions hove besn driven out of Bangly Desh and are dving teday
of cholers and starvation in refuges camps in West Bengal, We do not need to tell you,
friends, of what life in a refugee camp i3 like. The expariences of the Palestinian Arab
mdsses after ther expulson by fionism bear eloquent lestimony to the reality. At first
the Army tried to concenl its brutalities feom the eves of the world by imposing o strin-
pant censorship and expelling all the foreisn correspondents, but &s terror-siricken people
began to flee the country, the news of the widespread massacre was revesied, Today in
the eves of zll those who haie oppression, the perpetrators of this unparalieled tragedy,
the Yahva Khen militery dictatonhdp b gudlty of crimes sgaimt humanity.

Froeada, allow w to brisfly sxplain o you the background to the present crisis. A
gance at the ¥ of Pakistan will show you that the people of this country are living
in two different parts ssparsied from each ather by 1 000 miles of foreign temitory. OF
the entire population of Pakiztan, aver 56%a total of 75 million penple, predominantly
Muslims lived in Eastern Pakistun. They had agreed to » separate Muslim homeland only
on the basis that it would be a loose fedemtion of teo aulonomous states, but from the
very begnning the Bengali nation was discriminated against, both politically and economi-
cally. The entire politicel hisiory of Pakistan has beery domunaied by a congpiracy hatched
by the fewdsl lindlords, big business interests and the Army in Wast Paidstan, to prevent
the Bengali people from exercising thelr rights. Time and time agxin the BO.year-ald
peacent leader, Maulana Abdul Hamid Khen Bhashani, who has 8 fantastic record of
siruggle againat British impenalism, warned the West Pakigtani leaders that unless they
mended their ways the East Pakistani masses would explode, These warnings were dis-
regirded, The Muskim peasiniz who were promised that Pakistan would be 8 “poor man’s
paradise” discovered that a small cotene of landlords, newly<merging industrialists and

bureaucrits dominated their entire existence,
In 23 wears of its existeno: the vast waalth of the country came to be concentrated in

the hands of 32 Wesi Pakistani familics, Today they contm) 85% of banking, SFE of
insurance business. Trade and commerce are larpely contralled from the Weatern wing,
The merchant navy has its headquarters at Karachi and the rescurces of East Bengal were
usad to fimance imdustrial development in West Pakistan. Till 1968-69 more than half of
Pakistan's cx ports were dependant on Eagt Benpal and vet of the total Foreign aid reczived
by Pakistan, 805 was used up in West Pakistan

Ag the economic disparity prew betwsen the two pares of the cowntry, the actitude of
the Bengali people in the East began to harder. They realised thet they were no longer a
free people and they understood that (0 free themselves from dhe colontal regime They
would have to strugele. Yahya Ehan’s army junta has rescrted to bullets, bombs and
napalm to suppress the voice of the 75 million people wanting their ibermtion, We can
assure you that we will not be intimidated and will fight to the [ast tll the invaders are
expalled. The liberation struggle in East Bangnl is now part of the great revolutionuey war
that is being wazed in Asip. Africz and Latin America.

Friends, we know that the Yahya regime has resorted to malicious and false propa-
zanda, ],J.arrrl,:uLLr]:,' o ts mesEapes 1o Arab govemments, inoan atlzmpl o divert the
attention of the people of the world from their oppressive military operotions in East
Bengsl. We are confident that youw will not be deceived by thess lies. The Pakizstan Army is
part of the Imperiafiat-backed SEATO and CENTO pects, which are directed apainst the
revaluiionary movernenils in the Middls East; the sume Army has participoled in the oos-
sacre of Palesunian comtmandes in Jordan 2nd today helps the reactionary rules e tha
Arab Guif to oppress the pesaml maesses in thal megion. S0 in esence we ars ficing o
commen enemy and are part of the same strupgle,

Recenﬂy the militanns E-n,p,aged iy the -.1r|,|.g|5|e formed o Wational Lib=ration Front,
hzaded by Muoulans Bhashani, o unite the peopressive forees waging the war of likeration.
In the name of this Franl we appeal fo vou {0 extend the solidarity of all oppressed
peoples and support the struggling masses of Bangla Desh.

LONG LIVE THE SOLIDARITY BETWEEN THE BENGALL AND ARAR MASSES!
LEWGE L1 VE THE NATIOWAL LIBERATION FRONTY

FIOR AN INDEPENTOEANT AND SOVERENGN PROPLE'S DEMOUR A THC
BANGLA DESHY
1T iharsitine Frane in Forana Pasel

(Mozned hiar tHha B Fadach Mlasi

Sevrree weeks ago e Workers Press i s now
inimitobie feshion published a carefully choken
ewcerpd from & Mew York Times aditorsal to try
mid aecelferate their campaien of slander eed
cilifiention wgalnsl our comrede Tarlg AL For
fhe beneflt af readers we are eprinting the
complete editorial so that comredes can gpmne-
ciofe why the Workers Press gets g infadeted, |

Bhye Neiv Hork Eimes

Puiliiked azery day by The New York Thites Compary

‘Bengal Is the Spark

Tarig All, a Pakistanl radical who has been active in
British lefi-wing studeot circles, turned up recently in
Caleuttn, where he wae reported encoursging secessiondst
tendencies in both West Bengal and Easc Pakistan with
the aim of promoting & united soclalise Bengal

“The revolutionary movement has a big opporiunicyy
in Bengal” Mr. Ali told a British reporter. “This is &
heaven-sent opportanity which we should not miss, What
I w=a in the future iz the distinct possibility of Indix and
Pakistan disintegrating—and Benpal 8 the spark”™

Mr. Ali's radical vision of chaos on'tha Imdian sub-
continent cannot be taken lightly. The Pakistan milicary
government’s brutsl crackdown on & popular democracic
movemsnt that sought a [args measure of autonomy for
East Paltistan has set the siage for an Increasingly violest
znd radical resction in the long-neglectsd and much-
abused easiern siate,

A proloaged puerrifla conflict in East Pakistan would
have profound repercussions in the neighboring vinlance-
perone Tndian state of West Bangsl, already shaken by tha
influx of more than three milliom refegees from the Paki-
stani Army's campaign of terror. Prime Mindster Indira
Gandhl is under moumting pressure to intervens to try
to checlk thls threat to Indin's own internal peace and
fntegrity.

It iz obviously in nobody's Intarest to allow tha Bengall
“spark” to explods into a major International conflict,
one which might speedily invelve the major powars,
Mor ig [t wize to parmit the situation in East Pakistan to |
continue 1o fester, lnviting the gradual political disinte-
gration of the entirg subcontinent.

“I'e deprive Tarig Al and his like of their “blg oppartu-
nity™ It i3 essentlal that Pakisian's President Yahya Khan
comé 1o terms speedlly with the more moderate Sheik
Mujibue RFohman and his Awaml Lesgue, which won
an overwhelming popular mandate in last December's
nationel and state elections, Such an gccommodation with
Ezat Pakistan's clected representatives should be a pra-
requlzite for the resumption of United States aid, except
for reliaf” asaistance, to Pakistan.

THE New YORK 1 IMES, WEDNESDAY, FUNE 2, 197]

[ ] u
The West Pokistanls in Solidarity with
Bengol { WPSE} group based in London
{address; ¢'o 182 Penlonville Road, 5.1
s started the regulsr publication of a
broadshest in Urdn, designed to explain
to West Pakistani workers in Britain and
at home the real issues involved in the

sliruggle in East Bengal. The first issue of
the paper, called Jed-o-Jehad (Strugple),
was digtributed free and oopies wrers
amuggled into West Pakistan where they
haye been well-received, The second
issue is under preparation and will be
priced at Sp. All those interested in help-
ing distribute the paper should write to
the WPSB address, Subscriptions can be
ahtained for £2 & wear.

MESSAGE TO THE NLF (E. BENGAL/

The International Marist Groop {British Section of the Fourth International) is pleased to
Iearn that a Matienal Liberatinn Front has been set up in Eastern Bengal to lead the struggle
Tor national and social iberation. We extond to all your comrades our total support in the
armed strggle to liberste East Bengal from the invading armies of West Pakistani capital.

YWe look forward to the establishment of fILF offices and contres in Western Europe in the
near futurs and assure you that we will afford all possible help. =
VICTORY TO THE NLF

FOR A LIBERATED EAST BENGAL

FOR A UNITED SOCIALIST BENGAL
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The Struggle of the Black workers

INTRODUCTION

While somie corgaadufions of Bleek Amerioens
wmare making the headlines af the infemaeiiomal
pres i recsl vears, pof weuck wag R
ghout the political work wiiich waz sarried on
wewte e hlaek workbapr elpss of Detrod -
capital of the world of the automabile—-hy the
League of Black Revolutionary Workers, iz
srpEtEiien ¥ principal toeges which was the
prnditions of bieck workers v the b enter-
prises such o Dodge, Ford, ere., also hed 1o deal
with rhe yallow behour undon Dnited Ao
micshile Workers [LAW wiich—with o black
mrethernlp of 43%—didn T show (nferest for
the ipeciile problemns of the back working

cheni. Already fn May 1968 g group of leftist
ectivis fram the dack commuanity of Degeaiy
piwrfed e Dodge Revaluginonary LDadon
Movverment (DRUM L Afrer having organived
e Bleck workers af that factory, chis orpmi-
wtion vt @bl to niflare o bowr sirike bsiing
Horee danes anied which received Hhe Support

engd participation of S0 af the Blackys enplo ved
&f Dodge. Larer on DRI corntribured ro the
eepmnisnsicon of sinulor proups af different ploces
af work: Ford Revolutionery Unlon Movement
FFRLM ) ared Eldomy Averive Gear aid Axel
Bevolufionary Union Movermens FELRUM),
whilch led ro the creation of the League of
Brvolutivomary Black Workers, witich now plzys
& mpnifico rale in the black community of
Liesroir and o various places of work in the
afeal.
Dhring the visic in Scendimava of ona afits
orpminers, Madison Foster, we had the oppor-
Pty of discussing the sitsation of the black
arriegele i gerveral ar well ar fhe difference of
Epproach and Simiegy witich exist befween them
ol vhe Black Pancher Parry, Mr. Madizos Foarer
e specialiy fo Scandinavia In order Fo mobi
fse pabilfic apinton egwins fhe possibilisy thar
Pl Swedich po vernmenl might code o Amerioan
pressures and refiese political asyplom to oneg af
thetr leading memabars, Me, Glanron Dowede i,
Wi har been aoenved of frend v corneciion
with savings bonds. Faced with shis frame-up
wihiicl the authortlas corganisad in order o
remowe Rl from s polivies! actisies in
Detrair, Mr. (rlanton Dowdell chaze exile in
wrdler tocontinee strugeing for the Uberation
of iy penple aoross Phe Alansie,

“Could vou define the main difference betwesn
the unspecified slogan “Black Power'™ that was
raised 3 few vears agn and “Blick Workers'
Power"” that you use?

The slopan “Black Power"™ that was articulated
by Stokeley Carmichas] and other persons
generally spoke toa feeling of black naticmalian
that has ebbed and flowed among bleck people
ever since the Civil War. The Laague of Ravoly-
tionary Black Workers talks sbout "Black
Warker:' Power” in the sense that Blickssice

explodted 'us Blacks and that the whole feeling

of nationalizm s 3 base for revolutionary
EI'II.",".:I".'I_I'H[S_

—Dkaes that affect your differences with the
Black Punthers?

Mo, not really. The ditference between the
Lzague und the Panthers is hasseally one of
prictics although the Nimdamental analysis of
the Black Commurite put forward by the
Panthers is nor the some o that of the EET TN
Far instance the Panthers state thar the mosd
popidar basy on which 1o raise a revolutionany
movement is the so-called “lumpen-proletariat™.
Wi dizzgree with them We say that empircally
the black communitr i vifnally = workmg-class
community and that tha most revelutionary
segment of the the black sommunity s the
hlack workers.

—Why?

First of all. black workers are the most disciplined
element in the binck community. Black workers
hitve muost of the economic power in the way

that black workers are specifically alated 1o the
miils of production. If one rikes inte congidaras
tion whers block workers are locaied, it becomes
clear that black workers sra nlaced at the masr

In the automobile industry, for example, which
is a pivotal industry . black workers are daing
the mest danperoos snd dehumanising work., Ad
the same time black workers' importanos is such
that if they would refuse toowork, then the pro-
cess of production would céase. We also under-
stand that Blacks are service waorkers; that
Blacks drive buses, trucks and make the mail rus,
Blacks work a1 holels and in hospitzls. What wo
say s that this is & fantastical potential smint
of power which, il organised, will assuredly be
the mceat Torcefil mesns the Blacks have ot
their disposzl for bringing about a redical change
in America, The Black Panther Party talks
about Blacks as if they weare unemployables, aa
if Blacks are sittimg or hanging sroumd o strest
corners, Besides, they contend that the whele
question of cypemalion means that Blaeks will
ha pushed put of the labour force, We do nol
agree with this approach. First of all, even
though oy permation could push all Blacks out
iof the lebowr forse, It would nod eocur for
another decads. [T would be mathematically
impossible to push out all Blacks of the [sbour
force within a decade cven i cypemution fune-
tiomed in this way. Fortunately cypernation
deoes not. | don't think that the Black Panther
Party umderstand: the aconomizs of black
Inbour, that is tosay that Wacks ace essential (o
the '|;|r-::-:1.|_|v;r 10 proceds i America.

—Following these lines your ormmisstion claims
to be Marxist -Leninist and per definition this
means o have an intemationalist position, MNow,
considering the percentage of industiries eon-
pected with armament i the United Stubes, how
do vou relate 1o king care of black workers”
interests without sacrificing your intemational
responsibilities?

This explains cur gttempts ot the League tn
gather enaugh rescurces 50 that we can sustain
a black workers' strike, Therefore we have
presently decided to refrain from striking if af
ull pemsible wnnl sach a tisme. The problem is
that unles one s abbe (o provide for the warker
and his family one cannot sestmn o siike oves
any Jonger perind of time. On the other hand i
vou look gl the factores in Detroit, for instance
2t “The Aviomiatic Tank Commaind™ youw will
fird that approgimately %0% of the workers
thare are Blacks which mezng that if Blacka
stopped work they could paralyse the Tunction-
ing of the factory, —Yes, we do have an inter-
national visw of the world, We contend that
unless one stops Americun impecialiso with ils
appressive expanglonism and militarism one won 't
be able to talk of frecdom anywhere in the
world, We rmostassuredly support the liberation
struggles throughout the world and we think
that the sirugpls block workers weage, say, in the
“helly of rhe beast™ is a key factor in bringing
abrone the downfall of imperializn

—But comnot Treedom be reached through wars
of natienal liberation even though Amenicin
imperialism stlll exists and even though the
conflicts within the country itself have not
reached the proportion that could stop it?

Of cowrse, | am mot saying that it is an eitherdor
situariody —eithas vou do daal with America from
the cuiside or from the ingde, Obviowsdy the
stiuggled poing on in warious parts of the workd
are reloted and connected e the struggle going
on in America and vice versa, My pomt Being
that unless we are able 1o dismantle the capits-
list, umperialist system thar one finds inside
Americi, thare will coatinue o be various Viet-
MATTES, VATLOUS :-Hr‘.q-:tﬂr.':i like the aiies i
Mozambique and Pulesting. Thers fore we con-
tend thar the srrogzles lie the one being waged
by the Eeague of Bevolotonory Black Workers
tn the heart of America are essendial in stopping
the racist, trperialist wars that America is wap-
ing throughout thie worid

—Om the guestion of natienalism —does it stem
feom your condifion as in oppressed minority
in the USA or does it stem from the cultural
heritaze and the feeling of affiliation with tha
Africin Continen !

1 think both fuiors are operating, Fist of all

it is essential to recall Lhe Tagt that Blacks had o
fealing of nutionalism since they reached the
shaores of America. Prior to and after the Civil
War wo have known high and low points of
natinnatizm. The pedod feom (915 o 1524
which was the highest point of bluck naticna-
ligra with emphasic on being a different people
was best articulated by men as Marous Gavey.
e again fallowing the death of the Civil
Rights Movement one finds that Blacks resched
a high point of pationalism. Bot this time we ace
eontending in the Laague of Bluck Revolitinnary
Waorkers that nationelism ig a baae tor change.
Malinmalism is not necessurily o pofitical position
per ke, Therelore our understanding of nationa-
lism is radically different from thot of many
other binck i The nationalism of
the Black Musbims for instance is nol the kind of
paticnalism we hove in mind, The same can be
snid of the nationzlism of “The Repuhlic of
Wew Africa’™ when il speaks of & kind of Zionism,
that &5 a retwrn to Africa or the sreatlos of an
independent black state in the south of the
1ISA. We oppase these fnnvs of nationalism os
we feel that thess organisations (=il to tckle the
real problem. We. on the arher hand, secin
Bluck natienalizm an “esprit de corps™ and a
enhagiva base on which to baild a ravelutionsry
maovernenl inoorder todisrmantie Amancan
cajutalizm.

—Y our organistion is now thinking abour work-
iy polidcally on o national level. Now, how are
the nuthorities dealing with your organizatbsn?

Well, the Téaaue in 2 stnse has already moved on
a national level, Ona might say that we weare
puitled into the national arens. Black workars
lresn plzaoas fike Atlantn, Wew Jersey, elc. come
ta Detroit asking for help and requesting that
we seind teams of workers to the various citis
1o assist them in their organisations| efforts.
Conssguently the League had o respond o
these dermands and in this way moved on the
nationul arzna. In ferins of oppression [ might
nute that fhe League his been engaged in severul
Izl hattles: Wa are presently fighting against a
Senate investigation. | suspect and [ knowr that
as oo move on umd ineredse our orgenjzaiion:
elferts we will have to denl with other fomms of
OPprEssinn.

rl
_Diges fhat have any conmection with your fnp
to Scandinavia to try e giin interpational sup-
port for your political activity?

Yes, T um here in Scandinada Cor severa] reasons,

We realige-in fact that miemational vidbdlity
makes it somewliat more difficull for the U5,
Covernment (o squush our movement, Weane
concerned 1o get some political support but also
1o raise some concrete and nancial support Tor
our movernant. There are persons, progressie
[uines, Swedes and people i Holland whe have
indicated an nleest in our strepgle ag blaci
people in peneral and in the Bevolutionuny Blick
Workers in pacticular

Trterviowers: Eller Brun, Sacguwes Heesh
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Dear Comrades,

SAOR EfRE MESSAGE TO IMG NATIONAL CONFERENCE, 1971

The Irizh revalutionary struggle has developed during the last year not only in the
oceupied Six Counties but abso in the Twenty-Six County Free State. If [mperialism is to be
defeated and & Workers' and Small Farmers' Republic created, it is imparative that the {rish
revolution receives the support and solidarity of the British and internetional working class.

We welcome the active help and involvement of English revolutionaries in mobilising Irish
workers in support of this strugghe and in making the British working class politically sware
of the nature of the fight against Imperialism and its agents throughouwt Irefand,

We axtend our fraternal greetings in the belief that the International Marxist Group, the
British section of the Fourth Inteérnational, can play & constructive and progressive role in
breaking the chains of British Imperialism that fetter the lrish working class.

—PA. Price, 0/C Saor Eire

il



A TROTSKTIST IN THE KREMLINT

An attenthve reader of Soviet jounals will hava
been ludey enough 1o acquaint himself with an
auther whom the Franch and Englizh-language
“Communist" press have chosen to ignora, Wa
ari: speaking of our friend Nathan Weinstock.

Cma might search in vain, in fact, for even
the smallest referenos to his book Ziomism
against Tarael in I Humanite and La Nouvelis
Critigue in France, or Moming Star, Comment
and Marsism Today this side of the Channel

But iff ensorship of Trotsyist publications
still holds sway in the West, the USSR itself is
apparently breaking with the dacread silence.

In the very official [nternaticmnal Life—a Masoow
journal published in Russian, French and
English—a certain L. Madvedko published, in
January 1971, an artlehe entitled “Zicniem and
lerael", which contains in the space of six pages
na less than 27 quatations fram our oomeads's
book {pp. 66 to 70 and p. Y&}

It iz 1o be wondsred why this book which
has "araused & great deal of interest both abroad
and in fsrasl” -we are quoting Medvedio (p.Ge)

has been compbetely pagsed over by our own
Communists. Dught nat wide publicity to be
given to a publication againet which “the ideol-
oqies of international Zlonism have not been
long In starting a well-mustained fire [ .. }
making use to this end of all the weapons af
their propaganda arsenal" and “sparing nothing"”
{p 66)?

Tha Soviet reader wonlbl certainly be most
disrmayed ar this. For he knows Weinstock very
wall! The friends of his friend s are his friends
And “the ides that M. Weinstock wanted to
smphasise ([ ... | isalso the conclusion suggested
to the Iwasl workers by the thesss of the
[lrael) Communist Party ... (p 7o)

5o why not give 2 rundown on this fallow-
wrEveilar?

The anvwer ls eo obvious thas Profesmor Zivs,
who was delagated 1o Belgium at the tima of
the Confersnocs on Soviet Jewry to pot the
B usman viewpaint, was well and oruby Nabber-
panted | im 3 debes &t Bromeh Univerdty,
discover in Weinitock an sbominated Trotdkyist
Wall wadl! Axa regular reader of intermnational
Life, e had bees under the impression that our
comrade wes & supporter of “peace and oo
existance in the Middle East" (p. 76). But he
found on the platfarm, mueh to hiz amazement,
a supporter of the Arab revelution, a mortal
snemy of the Soviat bursaucracy,. and a sup-
portar of tha I‘ilﬂhlﬁ".‘lfRﬂﬂiﬂJ‘l Jews! Who on
garth coukd have predictad that the Kremlin
would be doing publicity for the Fourth nter-
national?

Evldently, Medvedko had besn somewhat
selactive in his quotations. He kad unforrunately
amitted Lo point owut that, from the vary first
page of Zionism agairtsl lareel, refemnos was
mada ta “the stifling of independent Mar:in
thinking by Staliniem"”, that the same chaptex
oontained abour ten pageson the reparcussions
of the Stallnist (and post-Stalinist) deganseration
of the Rusdan Revalution on the candition of
Senviet Jewry, and that the antive work revclred
armund the theory of permanant revolution.

However, Madvedko bad Inserted a subtla
hint in his peview, which ought not to hare
eecaped the well-informed Soviat reader. Quoting
froam Welnstoek g text of Lonin"a on the Jowish
gueston, ha introdoced the passage with the
fallawing comument: VIntarprating in iy awa
wrary tha Marcist vonception of the Jewish prob-
lem ... (p. 58, our ernphasis). It was enaugh to
glve food for thought: to intarprat the Jewish
guestion sfter the manner of Lendn is evidently
to study it in the Trotskyist pecgpective! You
wion't Aoweser be abla to convines the Krembhn's
publiciets that thair conceptione are Leninist!

The Bed Mole 1st July 1971 Pags 11

molehills

"RANK AND FILE™: TY AND CLASS STRIGGLE

The screening of Jim Allen's play “"Rank gnd File "on
Thursduy 20h May twrned into a major political event,
The play itsell was closely modelled on the Pilkington
strike and presented o searing indictment of Trade Union
bureacurncy nnd Lahourism. The realist sesthetic wsed so
successfully in Jim Allen’s previows TV plays, “The Lump”
and “The Big Flame", again drove home the political
points in o powerfully asthentic fashion. The pivotol
character was played by a former industrial militant and
the oiher parls were filled by drawing on the actors who
unally play in working men’s clubs and are quite unlike
the usual phoney caricatures seen an TV or cinema
sereens when shop-stewards ore depicted. The ploy showed
what a waste of time it was to lobly “left” Labow MPs
such as Eric Heffer instend of petting to the root of the
renl indistrial and political problems posed by the srike,
The odious role of the TUC in persnading the men to go
back to work and in dishonouring their pledge to ensure
there wounld be no victimisation of militants was exposed
with nnanswesahle force. However the real political
lessons of the play emerged with even grealer clarity in
the following evenings discussion of the play on “late Night
Line-up™ where Jim Allen confronted Hugh Scanlon, George
Waondeodk and o representitive of the CBL While none of
these sentlemen could deny the accuracy and autheaticity
af the play they all denounced it as one-sided and unfair
ter umieen leadership and management. In troe red-baiting
fashion Scanlon chose (o ignore the serious charges made
against hisown role in the affair by mying that Allen was
jimt a wredcer motivated by “Trotskyit philosophy™ who
wanted to destroy Soclal Democracy and nof improve fhe
eonditions of the men, When Allen calmly and firmly in-
gigted that Scanlon ex plain why he had not acted on a
letter he sent to the mil#ants promising them that they
would be protecied against victimisation, Scanlon replied

that he hod written no such letter. Thereupon Allen
produced the letter from his pocket nond read it out, re-
vealing Scanlon to be o liar 2s well as the betrayer of the
strilee. The play ond discussion were in fact a yvery sdvanced
gxample of the us of the mas mediain the class stroggle.
The only criticism one mould have of the play is that the
subject chosen--the strugole of an inexperieneed and un-
prepared group of workers-suggested too mach fatalism
and defentivm. There was scarcely even an embryonic
political organisation in the factory o the discussions
among the militants on the condwct of the sirke did not
inchad= making real political initinrives or indicating
concrete alternatives. For this reason “Rank and File” was
not like The Big Flomne which developed 3 more ambitious
theme —dodkers take over and tempororily ruai the docks
where they work until the army and the police suppress
them. Hewever by limiting himsell to one specific strike
Allen achievesn different, and equally important, effect
—a greater understanding of how strikes get sabotaged by
reformist union leadership. The only point an which Allen
wad not completely persunsive in the discussion of the
lessons of his play concems the advisability of the Rank and
File Committes breaking from their union. IF such 2 move
would have atiracted the support of the workers invalved
then it s hard to see why it would have been politically
incomect. What was in question vas oot selting up 4 break-
away “Red Unlon™ but switching from one highly cormupt
and bureaucratised union (GMWL) to & somewhat less
corrupt und burescuratised union (TGWLTL Such a switch,
i it comimanded the support of the men (which it is
admittedly difficult to be sure about) woold oot bave
“split the working class” but been o ren] blow against one
siciously reactionary TU buresucracy and a warning to ll
such buresucracies, However at boast this question was
raizad very powerfully even if Allen's own reasoning

was nol entirely clear,
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An Intarview With Huge Gonzalez
R e T
The Current Situation in Belivia

|Hugo Gonzalez Moscoso, leader of
ive POR (Partido Obrero Revalucliona-
rio— Hevolutionary Workers party,
the Bolivian section of the Fowrth In-
ternational), gave the following inter-
view in late Aprl to Jean: Fierre Beau-
vals of the French Trotekyist weekly
Rouge, We have transloted the inter-
wiew from the May 1T Baue of Houge.|

] L ] -

QuesFon: How would pou charac-
terwe e pregent mifuaiion i BodivelP

Answer: Bince Torres came o pow-
er, the situation has been marked by
great inntability. Cvando's exit was &
clear manifestation of the disinlegra-
Hon of the Bolivian regime and of the
only organization still capable of de-
fending the Interests of the local bour-
geoksie and imperiaflem — the army,
or rother the army-party, lnasmuch
ag this is the role it really plays.

Totlly discredited by his dally
clashes with workers amd students,
Dvando bad to be replaced. However,
despite the advice of the American em-

bassy, the military chiefaicould nof
e The suppaort

agree on & subst

djon by the proviote . . . Everyihing
wae directly stage-managed by Wash-
ington and Braailis.

Q. Whai & Tormm's posiiion. toward
e sectors of the army hostle o him?

A Torres Is not a “comrade,” that
iz, an ally of the popular forces, B4
some reformists and, above all, the
Bolivian Communist pariywould have
us believe. Basically he represents and
defends his casie — the srmy — as part
of his job of defending the class to
which he belongs, the bourgecisia, In
this sense, he has had one clear objec-
tve slnce bé came o power — (orewnlis
the armed [orees end, of course, re
anle them arcund himesif. All his
efforis, &1l his steps pursue this aim.
(f course, in the face of & mase mo-
bilation of the workers, srudesits, and
cerialn sectors of the peasaniry, he s
forced to compromise . . . but that is
only & technical step necessltated by

the wenkness of thiz regime, And he:

hopes, once the unity of the armed
forces is restored, to bringthe mass
movement to heel, .

For ouf part, we do ool think that
Torres will aehie

: his objeclive, E :al‘
flesures in the army are t W nhur wg.ﬂ'r ﬂ%ﬂu

Torres cn}u:.red frn the workers snd:

students ens n:l to win out. ’1% ’I‘@q rlght-wing officers and
armed @.m? dean services mre log
nrnuEed the sio-  Torres, who, t

arc now &
factiona, 'ﬁ'r!
msnipul e
end the €3
military M;ﬂiﬂgn On the n:heg

& nationalist wing, which, ne an add
aftraction, -Iﬂ.lll:nl io be I‘t'.-n]uLlnnn.ﬂn

& follow & policy of bour- One thing
grois reform that involves making sec  suppor: Torres a
ondary lons 1o the mass move  exireme right coup
ment, with the evident aim of co-opting  combative 'aﬁ ad
1 the working cls

One Lh.%‘ ‘must be clearly under-
stood, however, Despide fhe o tama
that have weakened it in the m% ;
yEs e army, e militorg
the bourgeoise, mtr.l':
phasis ln
lﬂmp‘!&&g
recen! ove

mual e
aplil in th T
Ar regards
nary 10,%
clear. The i
affair arg nnt-:rrh:lua Cla a:uu“u.

The aboried coup in Santa Cruz is
Interesting, Inmsmuch as it revenled
gome very precise plans worked oul
by the imperialists. The provinee of
Santa Cruz covers more than s third
of the country's territory. Unllke the
other regions, it I8 & zone af plains
and forests extending uninterruptedly
Into Brazil,

The priocipal economic mervity s
carried on by the blg opical plan-
tations, but the mineral and petroleum
regources, unexploited n the main, are
enormous. With the direct pariicipa-
tlon of officers and sgenia of the neigh
boring Hrazllian regime, the mperial-
ists fried to lay the groundwork for s
separatist movement in this provinoe,
B movement that would base Jeelf an
the big landowners,

The Iimperialists were not aiming
for an immediate success. They will
carry out thelt plans i the revalution-
Bty forees ke power in Lo Paz. The
March operation, in which some mili-
tery lemders Imid slege to the provin-
cial capital, organleing demonstra-
tisns of planters and agricultural
workers —who in this type of large
landholding system are bound to thelr
emplovers lke slaves to masters — was
intended to put Torres on notee and
blackmall him with & threat of seces-

+ State :%ég r% I
nd by :mi‘%I Bra r%ﬁ .

the Bolivian crisis, that

%ﬂup. about 4,000 mInBru

of the warker arg

heartedly. In reslity,

Yo
gling to Impose their pwﬁﬁiu

PEAERLEE" Fovernm

., iely and con
rinlist and socialisl.

The history of the

ivia Indicates th

from the minlng
cams In trucka JH
nmﬂﬂWl |
ciglly, they came o
res government, When they arrived In
La Paz, they went, wHll armed, o the
presidential palace and demonstrated
there. They offered n very sirange
type of support.

For seversl hours the miners dem-
onstrated, showting "Town With Im-
perinlism,” "*Long Live Che," "Soelal-
iem Yes, Herayal No” "Long Live
the Guerrillas® , . . Torrea did not
dare come out, s they called on him
to do. Finally he made o speech heay-
lly larded with demagogy, Unsatia-
fied, the miners continued to démon-
strade. At lusi, nfter twenty-four hours,
they agreed, under the pressure of
some of their unlon leaders and
thanks to some "economic” conceaslons
by Torres, to return 6o the mines. Thia
& one example among many indical-
ing the mocd of the Bolivian working
class todny.

Hut we must also take sccouni of
the attitude of the reformist union lend-
ers and the Communist party, They
are supporting Taorres. And all thelr
Betivity §a laken up In mansuvering
te channelize the energy of the masses
&nd the mass movement info suppar-
ing the regime,

This attitude in reflected very con-
eretely In the matler of arming the
workers. This problem is on the agen-
da, and the consciouaness of the warl

_ﬁl palllﬁeq: t;k_hi" u-ntl

that would d

centage of the neau.

ers themselves hes reached the polnt

where they raise it every day. The
forme taken by the demonstration |
have juet deseribed are 8 clear lndica-
ton of this.

The reformist of CF leaders continu-
ally evade thiz queston and ry to
divert this tendency, this demand,
which would be & powerful asset for
the worhers when the tme comes for
them fo impose their own solution
and stop playlng the role of arbilier
between two factions of the army, an
exiremel vy dangerous role and one
which they will not long be allowed to
play, ms we hove seen. In attempting
to carry out their policy, the reformist
leaders have the advantage of not in-
conslderable influence and even a cer-
tain prestige. Let us not forgel that
they were the wvictims of severo re-
presslon in the previous period.

g Much has been sgid obout the
People’s Assembly, which, nobbiy,
woas jormed after the January 10 coup
d'ekxd, What ds the POR s porilfon with

perspectives are extremely limited. An
acule politlcal crisis mighi revive |t
but that s not certain, The POR com-
rades in the People's Assembly, wheth-
er they represent the party directly ar
gome union, hold no Lusioos, They
are using the People's Assembly as a8
forum, as a platform. That 8 all

@ In the preserd sifuaiion whel oo
todifes i the POR corrying on and
what perepechives &2 of following ¥

A In the present context, the pariy™s
waork follows two maln lines. On the
pne hand, we are steiving (o link ouar-
pelveds with the masses and, over and
above this, Incresse our forces. On the
other, we are preparing internally for
future conifrontations, &s & révalo-
Honary party musl do in & sliuation
sach as we hove analyzed and in line
with the developments thal we expect
L0 OOCHLE.

To pursue these fwo tasks at the
smme tine, to combine them, s an
extremely difficult thing, Under the
Ovando government the party operat-
ed in completely clandestinge conditions

RS and was totelly absorbed in armed
My work, Since last November, aflar To-

st bty FERFERL L fres & e power, we have beon able
canfusion al . : e g evelop ow 1 work wimed at
k- WA Sl OFERL N ary nim:l: bui alsf the peasants and

10. Iftended to try to becom

rHsponee to: £

r::me right As early @

such an orgenization n pro-.

wag, In fact

anda work, This i
P% up by many other “&“%{‘E?

attitude. Eventually, he chose totey

%—apt it He took up a series of

ds rabsed by the Feople's A:u-m-

S bly and granted it afficlal recognition.

In the People's Assembly, which In-
all the leftist parties and unions,
p COB [Central Obrera Boliviana —
Bolivian Labor Federation] plays the

Erma

.d%—

pers
along with the
peasants and the middle classes, Fur-
thermaoare, every organization that par-
tieipated In the "People's Command”
set up af the ime of the [ October 1970]
toup detal has two representatihves. [t
must alyo be noted that the People's
Apgembly does not meet regularly
encugh o be able to organize the
popular forees.

In the present sitoation, thus;, is

Jgpey lifile b
: o ihe hasis

orres took Bn extremely di iw-

%uut
i

the U miv gral wherea we had done
frur politcal anal-
we have reglatered

nd increased our
But this was glso

T ber of g
a mlrkud

1 lht gusfrilla [or lqg
he Guevars|.
rough our program G

gelerahip of sgwveral 4?“ unloss of
‘wrbnn workers, Lasi r mﬂ'
line was a.dcr]:-ten:l full I:r:.r' th
Far [lepartment nv:ﬂ! [iTE] EIHK
of trade unjons. ™ ;

This growth ln our ma
I8 reflected In the progress of
licatlona. Dur paper Combate ¢

- declalve role. oul regularky month. We age also
The left win he POR be- = pu 111_,;'-4!. thly student po

. longs, has develope iden that the and™in coming months %

Peoples Ly d ke a body oretienl megazin 5

viously this work ca
1_ 7y lfﬁl on, of have any meaning
¢ long run, cxcept in the fext
g% Dreparing our wnnhnﬂﬁu %
armed struggle In the present unstn
ait'uutl-tm we look on everything as
temporary, The repression thai is to
come will signal the start of & new’
stage of armed struggle on a ;uz!ég
previously unknown here,

This. armed struggle w & highly
diversified one and will SNCOMmp asy
the wvarlous sectors of the Eolivian
population, from the miners ta the
peasanis and including the studenis
+ -« Fundamentally if is this slage we
are preparing for hy teving to take
full advantege of the opportunities of-
fored us by the present siluation, d

WESEAGE TO THE PRT/ERF, ARGENTINA

The 1371 Annuel Confesence of the | ntemational Marxist Group (British Saction of the
Fouerth Intemational] &xbends iis warmest fratemal greetings 1o the comrades of the FRT
{Argentinian Section of the Fourth International) and the EFP, the revolutionary Army they
are in the process of building. Your recent militant actions which have been welsamed by the
Fosario workers and have upset the trade umon buresucrans and the bourgesisie have shown
in & very conerete way some 0f the possibilities which ere opening up for the Foorth |nter-
nationgl. The fect thet the capitalist ofizial you arrested and relosssd sfter your demands
tal bean mat was also a British officiel & nw aceident. 11 shows the very resl links which axist
tmtweozn British and Argentinian capitalism and that is why we ars more enthusiastic then we
woinid normally have besn a1 your action. Comrades, we solidarise with vour struggle, with
your militints wha have fallen in battie, and with all the wictims of bourgeoiz repression. We
are eonfident that you will deepen and s tend the armed class struggls 6l the Argentinian
partners and sgents of U5, imperialism have been completely smashed.

VICTORY TO THE ERP/PRT

VICTORY TO THE LATIN AMERICAN REVOLUTION
LONG LIVE THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL




