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FAKE BOOM HIDES

TORIES TEST OUT
LEGAL MACHINE

These will inclode delegations from
ihe Cowley car plant, Oxford Trades
councll, Birmingham, London and
South Yorkshire building sites ss well
= delegations from Liverpool and
Manchester. But despite the good
to the picket it & evident
timi many seclions of the Wbouor
mavement have still not understood
ihe vital need fo defend these work-
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CONSPIRACY

The wse of fhe lywy

wome of ihe 24 brings home the tmith

¥

orbed i troduced
Relations Act = a
and 5 Jlaw Lo serve the
interesis of the employers. But the
msgive movement that welled up
sgaingd the wrrest of the Peatonrille
Five showed the ruling class that it
wal noi possible 1o implement ithe
the resistance of the

It took five months o bring these
charges against the Shrewsbury men,
During that period ihe prosecotion
spent s edtimated 265,000 preparing
the case which involved a carefully
compiled - photographie file, There
is oo doubt thai there has been a con-
spiracy — the never=nding econspiracy
of the Tory government and the state
agningt the working closs, But that is
o ennapiracy charge which will not be
accepted in the capltallst conrts,

Thest charges have been brought
sgaingt workers carrying out offieinl
uminn policies. They have (wo alms.
Ome is to artack pickering, the othey
s to force the union to disclplive
ity membership and aci as 0 police-
man for the emplorers. So far, none
al the unions involved has issued an
oificlal cirenlar about the case. Mot
one official setion has been organ-
Emed. Mo attempt las been made to
mobillse the membership to flght
the charges,

BIRMINGHAM

The Shrewsbury cuse eoincides with
the use of the new pnti-picket police
squsds ugninst the Hull dockers, ihe
wrrest aof the London dockers on last
wetk's May Day march, and the
summonses just served on five Bir-
mingham building workers. These kst
allege that on 7 February, 1973,
these workers and an ATV camera
crew Cdid conspire logether witly
other perions unknown 1o enter the
premises of the 505 Empleyment
Boreaw.'

As Pefer Carier, choirman of the
Birmingham buoilding workers' clip

stewards committes, says: "Crar action
was infended o expose the opera-
thons of the 508 which works in
total wiolation of the rolea of the
building industry. We proved that
the building emplovers were using
this agency in violstion of the agree-
ment the frade univns have with the
employers.' The men are dos o
appear in the Magisiraies Couris,
Corporation Street, af 10 a.m. on
11 May when a pheket will be hebd.

This flagrant violation of the general
interpretation of the plcketing laws
ghows that the palice are quite intent
on setting new precedents. Five eloc-
triciams  who are witnesses for
Kavunagh have been asked to appear
specially in court and 1 i undersiood
that ibe police are trying o get an
arder o ‘bind them over for one
yeur." This is despite the fact rhat
they ook no meps whatsoever Lo
approach the lomry drivers,

This stepping up of stiscks on In-
dividual militanis follows the retuwrn
of ithe bospial workers and the
decmion of the miners not (o strike.
It seems falely clear that in the next
period most wiruggles will be local,
shori amed bitterly fought. The nexi
big pay elaim of the EngineeTing

Fawl! Devidem, one af (e arresed Birning.
fam warkerz angd @ member of the IMG

workers does not come up until the
autump. The present attacks on
pickets, the wse of conspiracy laws
amd police frameups ore all desipned
tee take advantage of the ek of big
national sceoggles and sei the scene
for any future confrontations. The
Tories are ftesting out theic legul
maching Enowing Shrewshury conld
be the shape of things 1o come i
they can gecure a favoorshle verdict
thera,

Every sochlist and mikitant must
take up the cnses of victimised wor-
kers, Shrewshury assumes particolar
importanes io thal respect, Financial
aid & wrgenily needed o help with
the mountlieg legal costs and meetings
for these workers should be arranged
in every arca.

In London, wellkoown buliding wot-
ker and CP member Peie Kovanagh is
up on charges of cousing » "breach of
the pence’ after Incidents on the Si,
Thomas's Hospital sife picket. He
protested fo police that four plekets
were being prevented from slanding
negrer then showting derance from
the path of srrikebreaking lorries, bin
0N MOYViEE oFer 1o pe-n:i'u'lly T -
sbrate wilh the drivers be waz arrestod.

ATTACK
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The press, government and employers have all united in a great confidence trick to fool the unions
into going along with Phase Three of the incomes policy when it is introduced in the autumn.

They have been crowing about a 6 per cent increase in production, but neglect to mention that the
balance of payments is in a state of absolute chaos. World food prices went up by 56 per cent last
year, and the Ecomomist calculates that home prices will soon be up by at least 10 per cent more.

Britizh capitalism has been able o in-
cremse its exports over the last year
only becaums of the expansion of the
wirld economy. Warsening inflation
iii the USA and Germany means cot
backs In their sconomies and this is
happening throughout. the capitabist
world,

The British economy, already weak,
will therefore be operating in & stag-
nant world market, In this grim
situation the British capbtalist cles
can only survive by tightening up ils
incomes policy and starting the hig-
gest attack against working class
livimg standards snce the war,

Un the wages front the sitoation s
getting worse. ln 1972 ihe itremen-
dows struggles of (he minees and
other milifant ssctbons of ihe working
class ‘meant thet many group of
workets got increasss in the region
of 15 per cent. Theae advances have
over the laat year enabled people to

stave off the worst effects of-infle-
tiom. Buot simce the trade ondon
leaders abandoned any pretence of @
strupgle over Phase Two things havs
gome fapidly downhill

The Phase Two formula of £1 plos
4 per cent means in practice a celling
on wage incresses of eight per cent,
After tax and deductions this means
a2 paltry slx per cenl. Since  last
Movember when the ‘freeze” was
imtroduced prices have gone up by
sight fo ten per cent. The scceptance
of the wages ‘Treeze’ by the union
leadery has not just stopped wags
mcrezses; it heas resulted in 8 signifi-
cant cut io living standands. Such is
the realism of the TIIC,

This can only be siopped by 3 massive
campaign inside the wnions to put &
stop to the negotations betwesn fhe
TUC and the government. Look at
Scanlon. Three weeks ago his union's
niational committee decided by an
overwhelming majorify to press for g

L£10 wage Increass, Before the ink

has dried on the resclotion be s
eogaged In negotiations which will
sell this cliim down the river. TUC
‘realiam’ obviowsly goes band in hand
with certain conceptions of union
Slemoaacy.”

The alicrnative o the TUC raiks &
already being given in the fight-
back by the working class. Every
attempd by the emplovers and the
government to uae thedr vietorbas so
far a8 a basis for new uttucks must be
sltopped, This means & maszive cam-
paign of support for ihe Shrewshury
workers and all other victimised mili-
tants. The engineers’ pay claim end
those of ather workers dus to come
upinthe autumn must be united into
o greal batiering ram to put an end
aonce and for all to the Tory govern-
ment ond its policies. This is the
way that the working class can solve
its peohlems, not by cosy chats ot
Downing Streei.

Attack on
May Day

Scabs

Workers al  the Baleigh Industrics
factory in Nottingham are threatendng

to take sation aguinst two women'

who wenl in o work oo May Day
und refuse to give their day’s wages
to charity, The distoict séceetary of
the women's umion, the National
Sodery of Metal Mechanics, which
has 3000 members among the &,000
workforee st the plant, stresses that
‘our members Teel stronply sbout
this “and it cowld escalate mto a
full-scale strike.”

Similar acticn over May Day scabblmg
haa already been laken by members
of MATSOFA and the NGA who
work on the Forkshive Bvening Frems
[]H“‘..-' are demanding the remaoval
ol cards from two mes who oon-
tinued to work, as well as ihe sacking
nf an AUEW supervisor who not
only worked against union instrog-
tioms but broke the printers” closed
shop and crossed theie pickel lines
to dio their wark, The paper, one of
the most Teactionary in the country,
failed to appear kst week a5 a result
of this aetion,

Such actiongshow the detericaatog
of those who strock on May Day amd
Upair understanding of the need to
present o united face to the rubing
clags whatever the differéncss and
Tadlures wilhin the moviement,
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The pleket phae clvsed ¢ ford hus depor o May Day

Particularly important were the types
of Local indtiathves which took placa.
In niford, for instance, the Trades
Council held 8 meesting beforehand
of all shop stewards aml workplace
representatives in the area to plan
and eo-grdinate petion. On the day
ilsell there was an extremely sucoeas-
ful flying plcket, which among ather
places cloged the bus parzge alfer
the drivers thers had voted o work
but not (o crogs plcket lines. Afier
pobice atlacks on the picket lines
had besn bealen off, - the picket
voled to aliow, out special buses to

giv;'.}: up nurses and handicapped chil-
ram,

Thanks to the sabotage of the trage
union leaderships, we can handly
claim thar May Dy was & gresl vic-
tory for the warking class, But the
actions of sections which in many
cases’ struck againat the orders of

thedr exscutives -miners, electricians,
poat office workers, ete. —showed the
wiy forward in the coming pariod.
Ingction can po longer be so easill
juatified on the groomnds of “caution’

when that inpction opens the door to
confuekon and enemy attack.



FOR
'II'IEACHERS
CONFERENCE
SET-BACK

Miktants in the Mational Umon of Teachers
suffered & severe set-back at the ualon's

Easter conference in Scarborodgh after o series
of manoeuvres by the Executive and president-
elect Max Mommis, 8 member of the Communist
Party.

ASSOCIATIONS

The major defeat wes the passing of a resolotion
remowing Lhe right af the local Associations

{ Destrict Committees) to take independent
stnke action. This right has existed sincs the
beginning of the century, but was seldom used
until the recent London strikes when several
Amocabions ook independent action afier the
Executives failure to extend the campaign for
ihe London allow lL‘!E_im:I it combing il with

S 5 LT presmions Mox Mosru

n gl for the union’s aetiona] clzim. It was
e fallure of the Exccutive to lead any sariom
fght wnd to link up with other workers in
struggle which robsequently lzd to the scenes
ut & mrion rally in Central Hall Westminstoes at
the end of February, when hundreds of angry
tmnchers took over the plytform from the
Executive. The Exccutive haa reacted by load-
ing 8 witch-hunt of membars of Rank apd Fil=
im the Wandsworth Assccigtion

More recently, several Associations in the
London area have tnken other independent
mitiatives io develop the siruggle. A number
sponsored the recent Londan Conference
Against the Freeze and the Government,
althoogh the cxecutive tried Lo siop this by

Tl RE "‘# o A BV o =

claiming that it was against the ‘aims and
ohjectives’ of the union, And five Associstions
voted tostride on May Day in deflance of
official NUT policy.

The Executive, however, held two trump cands:
the fact that the conference is dominated by
the le=s militant rural branches, and the failure
by the militants to prepare the mase of teachers
for the struggle after the inftroduoction of Phase
2,80 that even London teachers were -
prepared for the sellout when it came, The
Exzcutivewas therefore able to rally the bulk
af conlerence behind fi® attacks on the
militants.

In this it was aided and abatied by leading
members of the Communist Party, Max Moo
led the way in his presldential addreas with
altacks on (hose whose aclivities were ':I'r.u'eign
to genuine trade unionism. And even the one
CF speaker who opposed the Exccutive’s
proposals, Joe Finch from Lewisham, wsed
marst of his time to attack the “maverick ultrs-
laftis® whe had “wrackead® the Central Hall
meeting.

. ll-|"'.'l'

This open alliance with the right s however
producing certain straing within the ranks of
the Communist Party teachem, who are tom
betwesn defending their clectoralist gains on
the Executive and their coedibifity 25 mnk and
file mllitants. The pressing need now.is for &
upited front on the gaestion of loeal
asgocialion eutonomy and unlon demaoctacy,
particularly in defence of the Wandsworth
teachers and any others who may be victirnized
for actions such as taking part in the May Day
strikes, Failure o take up thess questions will
pave Ehe way for & complete burcaucratic take-
over a5 in the EEPTU - and CF members mws|
be well aware of the hkely comeguences of
this,

COMING STRUGGLES

The lefi has not besn decevely defeated,
although it has met with a gerlous ser-back. The
union will soon be commencing negolialions
over the 1974 pay claim, and the mistakes made
this time by the militants muost not be
repeated.

In preparation for the coming struggles two
campaigns are essential, 4 campaign agaimsd
the repressive messures-Being taken withir the
union and in soliderily with other groups of
workers facing represion from other arcas
such as the State (Shrewsbury buwibding warken)
and a campaign on the question of the sive of
clasyes, including mobilising teachers (o ke
action on this question and taking it into the
working class.

By taking up these two campaigna it should be
poasible to show peachers Lhal their intereses
lie with the rest of the working class mowe-
ment and not in some paoaces of participalory
scliemmas,

Rank and File Teacher is well placed {6 provide
this lead bt it neads Lo prove to many
militants that it i not @mply a front organiaa-
tion of the Intemational Socialism Groop, To
this end it would do well to reverge its declsion
not to co-opt members of the MG, whose
docoment received the support ol dne third of
the B&T annual conference, onto the leading
bodies of the orpanisation.

UPSET FOR EPTU RIGHT

Maobions to disciss May Diay at Lest wesk's con-
ference of tlie Electrleal and Plumbing Trades
Union were voled down in line with the aim of
EFTU leader Frank Chapple and the right wing
tor mes the conflerence (o push for @ deal with
the Tories over the snmmer,

Chapple used the occasion to repew his attacks
am (ke TUC, garnishing them with anti-
Communist cracks: I find it difficuli to
mndertand why a TUC General Council can
gznd a delsgtion halfowey acrosa the workd to
wisil 4 Russian trade onion orgenizstion — &
safrap organisation — and vel will refise to go
to Downing Strest, a bos ride away, smply be-
camee this i 4 Tory Government we don't liks,

Chapple's contempt for the working claza
movement 8 coupled with cynical bussaucralic
abuse of his own members. Motions (o maks
him tuke up the presidency of the union
which he won last year, go leaving the post of
General Secretery open for elaction, were de-
feated umder the pretext that no elections fad
sach posts should take place while the possi-
bility of 3 merger with =ither the AUEW or the
GMWU cxisted.

After the delepates had spent a good half of
the conferen ce discasing comtifutionnl
questions - during which they voted theom-
selves an BO% Increase in conferencs expenses
— the guestion of the Industrial Relations Act
came wp. Here there was an wpesl for the

right.
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EPTL beader Frank Chapple

Chapple wants the TUC Lo endorse registration,
biud tor dex this he has to avoid any hesty repis-
tratlon of the EFTUL When his own base pre
sefted motions clling for a ballot which they
thoughe they could fix in favour of registration
Chapple tried o gl conference o paes both
these and others supparticg a tougher line
rgrings the Act, so leaving him with a t'ree hand.
But only those opposing the Act wers carcled.
arll, mot to worry. Chapple explained ofter-
warde that “the EC stil has to govern the union”
and a ballot enuld not be ruled out,
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RENT
STRIKES
FACE
LEGAL
THREATS

Although rent strkes in support of the rational
Gronts Campaign ore still continwing in over 40
colleges, the lack of central ¢o-ardination and
leadership by the National Union of Students is
beginning to have ils effects,

In & number of colleges students are now facing
legal and other forms of intimidalion from the
Vice-Chancellors, those peaple who were put
forward by the NLUS leadership as sludents’
allies in the campaign. At Reading the adminis-
tration has attempted to withhold grants from
those still on rent strike, although the Students
Union is-challznging the lggality of this throogh
the High Court and soome of the students affec-
ted are frying to obfain a wot of manderms
with the backing of NUS to enable them to
“seiza” their grants, At [undee, things hove gone
further with an attack on the sutonomy of the
Students Undon throuwgh the suspensicn of i3
comstitution.

The sttects this intimidetion can have were
cleaely shown at Keele, where the thresr of begal
achion hrought nboul 8 mpid end to The rent
strike on 8 motion from the Commundat Paroy
lasl Muonday week I:‘,"Ili_:l Apritl, At KEent fooa
mofion to drop the rent arike in face of legal
threats wad narrowly pushed through with CP
suppart last Monday after Dighy Jacks of NUS
had personally intervened in favour of it, On
Tussday, however, realiging that this mowe had
baft tham absclulely naked and powerless to do
anything to push forward the campeign, there
was 3 rethdnk and it was decided Lo withhold
this term’s rent while paying in last teros, But
such confusion can onlw opsn up the way for an
all-out national attack on the rent acrikes.

LEADERSHIF

The BLUIS leadersmp has s far shown no signs of
Ccoming fo'prips with this gituation and giving a
i in actlon to defend those militants undes
attack. One woy torward was shown in practios
this week by atudenta at the Morth-Eastern Poly-
technic in London who organised o 48-hour
oecupation-sirike of the adimin. block at their
Barking precinet, Tlsele aim was 1o wee the occa-
palicn as a focus bo explain the purpass of 1he
campaign to the mass of the students; to force
thelr povernors and Academic Eoard meimnhers
I dnke d public stand oo Lhe campaign, and to
show the NUS that eccupations and similar
zctions can be used to take the campaipn for-
waril,

It wag in order to begln (o centealse such experd
ences [hal Lhe IMG tonk the mitiatiee at the end
of 1ast term in calling for a nationsl Grants Coo-
ference, The conlerence should atlemp! lo pm-
vice some definite serics of measwres which can
b co-ordmated by N UG and taken ap by all
militanis in the Grants Campaign, in order to
provides a sharp generalised defence of the fent
sirikes and the campaign.

The KT8 Executive is sending alomg tao consul-
tative representatives to che conferenes, which
takes phice in London (his Satorday, 12 May,
The International Socialfists are backing the con-
ferenece, and n nuimber of CP students ure EXpELs
ted to attand as delegates, The conferenc: will
be npen to delegates ebected from students”
unions or Grants Action Committess, and o
non=viating observarg, and will take placs in the
Old Theatre, London School of Economics,
Houghlon Streel, Londan W2, Regstration
begins gt §0.00 a.m. und the gonference will end
il 540 pom. Al cormipondancs too Andre Gros,
Thames Polytechoic Stodent Uubon, Welllngton
Street, London 5 E 18 (01-854 3162},

LAWRIE SWIFT

Trade Deficit - a warning !

From the Tory government’s point of view the
naskiest resurrection this Kastes was that obd
spicire, the balanee of pavments problem, The
March trade deficit of £197 millions was the
worsk ever,

Of eovuree, as Ministers alwavs say, you can't
prove much from one moenkh's figures, The
troable is that the longer term looks little
better. There are oo pariicular exewsss for
Lhese eatastrophic tigures; they are simply the
continuation of two years of steady and *
masive deterioralion in the balance of pay-
ments. The ‘current aceount' {trade in

and serviets plus overseas profis) showed a
£1,000 miflion surplus i 197 1, more or less
broke even in 1972, and in 1973 is catesring
towards a deficit which those tnsted econemic
psbrodogers, e Mational Institwte of Economie
and Boecial Research, currently lorecast at
LR00 milllon.

PRICES

The mnin cause is ol the pmourt of goods
being imported aod exported. Indisirial

e pansion iz pushing up the emount of imports,
eapecially mdwstrial raw materisls. Bot thie
volume of exports is ako climbing, and

British capitalizts in recent months have post
about chung on to thelr share of world trade,
The main rouble & prices.

In the months of monetary turbolenee sinee
June 1972, slerling bas gob devalued by shoul
12 pex cont. This means that, thowgh some
exporters have puahed up thelr profit marging,
mosk Brilish goods are now chesper in fomeign
curreney; the eomplement of that s thai
prices of Brilish imports in sterling hare risen.
Bot the major cawse of soaring import costs (=
the workl-whide sxplosion in the prices of raw
miateriaks, especially wheat, wool and copper.
Raw material prices have gone up over 60 per
cent since January 1972 {more than In the
famous Korean inflation of 1950-61) and are
stil] climbing. Azide from the trade sliuation,
the balanee of payments is aggravaled by g
continuing heemorrhage of capital overseas.

I the Tories can't sobve this problem, theyr face
ancther major sterling exisis. The weapons at
their disposal, boweser, pre very fimited.
Direct import controls or tariffs are virtoally
outlawed by Common Market rules Against

a speculalive ablack on sterling the gold and
Torripn cormency reserves, if the Torles ussd
them, might oot last long: during the Jone 1972
erigis, which led bo the foating of the pound,
nearly one thivd of the resecves disap peared in
a single week. A further devaluslion, ur down-
ward float, would probaily encounter leree
resetance from . other cupitulist governments,
cach strugeling to meintain ap exchange rate
which permits its exporters to make profits ot
cormpeelilive prices, and could well ignite the
minit world monetary crisis. In addition, by
forcing up lmport prices, it woukld mean &
further politically provocative squeens o
workers' living standards

WORKING CLASS

But im any case Lhe Tories eanoot solve the
problem without sharpening the economis
allack on the working clas. Another way this
could bappen (8 through deflation - seducing
imports by cutting back {through credlg
controls and hipher taxed) the present growih
in proetion snd roising enemployment

ngaio. The Tories must try to sveld this sines

it Is only growing produstisn, alsng with

Phase Il wege control which gives any BELluds
for restoring some of British ipital's still hard-
syuekeed profilability.

With so little room for économic manseurie,
the Tories will be forced to answer the balanee
of paymenta problem largely in the way Lhey
answer the profilshility orisis from which it
durives — by maintaining direct bepal conteol
of wages [n an effort to keep down codts, keep
up eompetitiveness and red uee purchasing
T over imporks.

‘The aslouwndingly basl trade lgures, (borefore,

are ng eberration, They resalt from ongolag
eponamic trends, and they should serve a8 4
clear warning to the working class of Ehe Tory
government's intenlions for Phase 111 of i
attack on wages, { Michael Price
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Next weekend the Anti-Internment
League is holding a conference on the
rile of the troops in Ireland. Here
GERY LAWLESE looks at the latest

ARMY

THE BRITISH LABOUR MOVEMENT
AND THE BRITISH ARMY IN IRELAND"

Corway Hall, Red Lion Square | Hoiborm tuba),
Baturday 19 May. Details from Anri-laracsmént
Lexgoe. 85 Bostyn Rosd Lomgan N 15

British Army recruiting is expected 1o main-
tain a fall over the vear of more than 30 per
cenl. This is despite ihe expenditure of an ad-
ditional £5% million since the begianing of the
year bo boost it, 53 well as the pensions increase
anmnounced on 2 May, which ralses some bene-
fits fo ten times their previous level

When the recruitment figures for November
1972 showing a fall of 43'% were assemsed at the
Miristey of Defence, punic action was Laken in
un attempt to arrrest this decline by the month
of May 1973

May was picked with the hope of pulling off a
muajor morale boost. 1t s treditionally the best
month for recrudting in the Brtish Army fo
cxamphe, in 1972, deepite an overall reducation
iver fhe year of 33%, Army recroitment weat
up in May by 17%. The British Misistey of
Defence hopes to pepeat this for May 973,
THREE AREAS

The extra £53% milbion allscated for this puc-
pose wis directed fo three main areas,

Firplly if was intended Lo incresse the number
of potential officer recruits 1o balance the
servoun fall in (he type of rocrudt, and the even
preater fall im re-enlntment figures. The ser-
¥ices of a senior Mansgement Conseliants firm
to adviet on the attitudes of tniversity Gnder
gradusfes fo the army were employed; on

theis advice mamive one page slvertisements
have regulirly been placed in all the gualify
BEWERA P

The object of this exercise is not so much that
thve mdverts the mselves should pain more re-
cruits, but that the placing of the adv=ris
should éncourage a more “reaponsible™ attitude
by the press. In plain English, they are a
“bribe™ 1o the newspapers to play down the
“problems” affecting army recruiting, the role
of the British army in Ireland,

A quidck perusal of the quality press, weeklies
and daifies, revenls thelr new responsible at-
titude

'!'he second main uge for the extra money was

in i campaign in selected off-centre greas of
Britain to entice Career Masters and Youwth
Employment Offlcers to fake a more poaitive
attitude. This drive is being resnforced in

even more carelully selectad areas by. using Boy
Seout | Cutward Bound Schools, and Church
Youth Clubs — including Roman Catholic
Church Youth Clubs — to orlentate theip youth
towards an Army career.

The third use was in 2 massive adverlising
campaign in, and-a PR job on, the local preas
it certain argas.

WIVES

Side by side with this, inside the Army, preat
efloris are being made Lo aplift the morale of
serving middle-codre elements, and particulurly
the morale of the wives [n married guarters of
NCOs, pnd long serving soldiers. This ineluded
the setting up of special connselling services in
all married quarters to deal with the problems
of Army wives, and establishment of wives®
cluths, with pressare on officers” wives 1o |oin
thise clubs and shim it with the Other Ranks'
Wives

The pew peamon boost announced on 3 May
by lan Gilmour, Minister of State for Defence
Procurament, is also aimed mainy it service-
men's wives, To spell it owr, the wives are
being givén o finangal interest in the possibie
death of rhedr men,

MORALE

Despate the éndeavorirs of Procorer Gilmour,
however, morale indide the British Army con-
tinues to plummet. In particular, the strain on
the 15t and Znd Battalions of the Parachute
Regimeat has led to the return to action in
Ireland of the 3rd Batwslion. Previows Army
folicy bad been to organiss the regiment so
that o]l doubtful morale or security cases were
placed in the 3ed Battalion, which was nal in-
tended to return to Ireland.

But before going, replacements had to he
found for some 40-0dd NCOs who were al-
rEaI'J:f' in the process of 'h-l.|1.'1115: their way oul.

The “Girious” Glvucesters marek through Bristol last year in an etiempt fo boost flagging recridiment snd morale,

The replacements for such n erack unit coold
oy come from another crack unit if they
were ol to dilute the sapric-de-corps,

The reinforécments were Tound from the
Special Air Bérvice. In many cases they were
withdrawn from Oman and seconded to the.
Patas; this followed one month’s *valley™ leave
duning which the officers, but aol the Other
Ranks, were glven an extensive course on the
history, politics and social structure of |reland,
The (Hher Ranks, denled this orentution
course, have been belaving as they were lrained
to behave in Oman, i.e. any suspeci [RA man.
or someons Who looks like g suspect IRA man,
hag been shol on sight

The effect of this has been Further to muck up
Whitelaw's policy, reinforee public support for
the [RA in the areas concerned, and hardan
reslance to Whitelawism, 41 has therefors
made the task of the British Army much more
diffleult. This has led in turn (o thea [lrlsm'l:-]]”:].'
of an even further decling in the morake of the
British Army, and certainly to a spread of the
problem from the regalar iroops to anits ke
the SAS.

The elfect of this can be seen in some pubs in
the Herefordshire ares, where members of the
SAS, who heretofore have displaved an slsost
Puritan atritude to drink and associated prok-
lems; are now being banned from pubs Tor mis
behaviowr. Many too are under threats from
their wives thet etthar they leave the SAS or
their wives will leave them:

BLACK PROPAGANDA

In an attempt to arcest this potential distote-
gration of 4 crack regiment, Beitish Acmy

Irish Command iz bringihe its Black Propaganda
axperts to play onany journalist who as much
as aske questions aboul the SAS,

When the frizk Times on the 24th A pril pub-
lished & factual article on the morale of the
AA5, Army HOQ in Lishorn altempied to pet
the Ministey of Defenee to igsue a deaial of the
slory. When the Mindsiry of I}E‘I'l,-:n' e failed to

de this, that old friend of the Brodsh Army,
Erigadier W.F K, Thompaon, defence corres-
pondent of the Deily Telegraph, pitched Lo

with an attack onthe sk Times arlicle,
amalgamated this with a phatograph of a
British soldier, which he claimed was a fake
beenwse it showed the soldier carrying an
Armalite rifle, This claimed the brave Brigndier
was not 8 British Army rifle.

He

However the British Army admitted in the
early summer of 1971 that the Eoyval Green
Tackets were now tmining with the Armalite
rifle. Moreover, less than a week kater, the
British Arvmy issued & stateman| admitting that
i Thompson gub-mackine gun which a Para
Officer had been charged with wsing i an
attermnpied murder case was ‘officially held und
agcounted for agan item of Arny =ouipment’

The willingnzss of the Bripadier to pud his credi-
hility ot stake and of fis Army friends to bring
it into queation only o week later i directly
conneced with thy deapoerate arfempt by sup-
porters of the Brgish Army-in Ireland to turn
the tide and stop the fzll insrmy recsuitment,
Much has been staked on achisving a similar up-
turn in recruitment Mgeres in May 1972 as was
achieved in May 1972, If this can be pulled off,
then Hie pessibility exists for building on thix
to stop the hacinordiage in the British Army’s
ramks.

CLEAR LESS0ON

The tesson (rom this for opponents of: the
British Army in lreland is clear. Al medsuras
necasary must be used in this crucial month
and beyond to bring home to the British labour
moFement {he full implication of the role of
the British Armyin lreland. By these mears i
will be possible to surround the Atny in it
present role with a sea of hostility which can
further congribute to the decline of Army re-
cruitment and hence aid objectively the Ieigh
national Uberation strugple.

This underlines the importance of building the

Anti-Internment League conference on 19 May
o1y the role of the troope in Iraland.

NEW CHARGES FOR COVENTRY 6 ?

The six people held since the police raids in
Coventry on Friday, |3 April. came wp sgain
in court on Monday for their fourth remand.
Alimcal J00 people, the largest number yai,
maunted 8 picket outslde

Al Lheir previous appegranse, on Monday 30
Apnl, the police prosecutor indicaled that
further charges, powibly indhuding possession
of explosives 'might be preferred against (he
gix. It seems unlikely, however, thut three
waek i alter Che urrests the police have suddenly
reafisedd that thev fonnd explosives.

AL the saiie time, the police are continuing to
intimistnte Irish people in Coventty, partice
larly those active in defemiing the six. Wine
merre pespls have beon arcestod, eieht of whom
are bt on bail. The police at firss attempred
fo use conspitacy charges here too, bul fheéy
have now heen dropped,

WHITE PAFER

Thess artacks bave come just o few weeks

afler the publication of the Government's
White Paper cos Ireland, which whils it will
charge nothing may for a shoro perled confuse
the cathaelic population in the Morth and, moee
importantly, peopls in this country. This
breathing spoce is being wed by the Tores to
physically intimidate Kepublicans and socinlists
in this countey and at the same time Lo increass
pblic lvararia spainst the bish strupgle.

But there is aleo anocher side te the mids and
arpekle. Theeconomis erisis of British impec-

1

Farg af the .LII'-:'J:-FF e My,

ialisun has despened over the past five years.
This Forced the ruling class into aftacking the
working class hroesgh all poasitle means,  The
Coveniry frials arz alea patt of this process.

Jailing Irish activists i3 posaible at a time hen
Lo fail Eracds tmionists woold provoke o mas
response. Coventey is an el setting because
of the TRA bomb in 19239 which killed five
peoples In. this senee thers is s rend trial
going'an in Covenley. Hut it is not a trial of
Lhe six prisoners — it 5 a trial o Irish militants
and the revolationary efl, Foilareto mount
an effective deferce of the six caa anly open
the way Turther for o massive attock to Belaie
and smesh ! politien] opposition in Britain,

DEFENCE COMMITTEE

A defence commities has Bren set up with the
support 8 participatoan of many of the Tela-
Lives unel foends of the prisoners, The aim is to
get the midest possitle publicity for rhe case,
Regualr bulteting are belng ksued explaining
the polithcal malure of the trial and petting sup-
port for pickers outsids the court every fime
the six come up, A spegker from the defence
committer also spoka ai a peeling of over 100
peophe last Friday in Manchesier, where arresls
have alzo followed the police raids. There too
zlenye petivitiea including a picket of the
COUTT ate . being arranged.

BELFAST 10

The weekly p.iu:?:e! aulaide Brixlor prison in
sipporl of the len people arrested aiter the
London eor bombinga & haoine a ‘posilice
effect’ on-the morale of those inside, reports
the Belfost Ten Defenee Commitioe  The
Plekets arp keld every Salorday fram 2 tod pr

Lrepembing the pickets, the commilize savs;
Wi wssemdile oplside the enfrence o the madn
Safe and distribute leaflols aned dispiey pheards
etk the anmaes of the fen, who ore keld fnafdo
in solitary corfinement withoul he peual
Facifitivs eceorthed remand prisorera. Three of

| the ten @ne wamen: s i e first fime in

history that women hece boen held in Brivcton”

Thay'odd thal: Upeally the picket-ends up i
o rurrel round the prison fo the book, where
wht usually shout elomons and &ing songs and
axy o feor woeds fo Dhe people inside. We gat
them shouting back, and las? Selurday they
asbed we pol fo go ooay

On Bundny 20 May, the doy before commital
Dracevdings for the ten stort. Hhere will be g
specind rally at Clophern Common of 2 pom
foflowead by & merch fo the prison, Tha! even-
ingd there Wil be o folk caneert af the Swan
publie house, apposile Sfockwell ibe atation,
imand of the defence eomrlos,

The Coventry Prisoners Defence Committes can | All enguiries, doenations, eic. shoald be sent to:

be contacted at 27 Foynes Lane, Coveniry
(0203 389911

| Belfast Ten Defence Committes,
| 86 Roslyo Road, London M.15.

Aed Wieakly 12 May 1973 Page 3

il



= ther lani e of ttee years the British
by movement has increasingly been
broughi [ice io face with s old troth of
working clam politics: that forms of
atruggle and organisation which seemed
sdeguaie 1o schieve the immedate aims of the
workiom {or many yeam guite gquickly become
bmpuiTicient through & new turn of crenta, a
ﬁ.rprﬂr. of the sncial crisis or an escalntion
of the forms, of artacks by the eapitalist class

Where the working clsss is involved in srruggles
aguinal individuoal groops of employers oves
sy and condifions ol em ploymani,

sipecially in periods of economic boom, the
frmde unions sre very effective tnstrumenta for
puccessfully carrying Oof the fight. Bul in
periods of acoie social crisis like the present,
pinies for higher pay myvolve g sErugels with
wery much more than employers. All kinds of
ittt fons which in tines of soclal peace may
bave appeared quite neutral in the working
clem’s fight for 8 decent standard of lving
puddenly become the main obstacles to
wiciory: the povernment, the capitalist prees
i police. the courts and lagal system, aven
ihe army. And correspondingly, crganisations
Sased upon bargaining over the price and
conditions of sale of labour power — trade
Emions - though still vitally necessary, become
insdeguate to the tasks of defemling the
mierests of the working class, even on Lhe pay
front. Stll wider forms of organisation heve to
be extablished.

CRUCIAL LESSONS

In esence these problems are not et all new for
i working class movement, The workers in
aiher countries have many times faced and
everoome the inadegquacy of relying upon

ot mal official trade union organisations and
pocial democratic political parties to
secoessiully carry forward Lhe ciass siruggle,
And gven the historical expenence ol the
Britiah working class movement — though much
more backward Lhan thal of the Ruseian,
Spunith or German workers — provides many
eruczil lessons for today

b B anmazal report to the Dockers’ Unlos
eenderence of 1912, Ben Tilleft summed wpa
s wsiion not very different from the ons we
e eniering today:

“The seqisence of evenils forf 1912 followsd

e ususl course: claims for inoreases and
meoognition [elieed by refusal and consequent
wiriices, efforts ot mediation, negolalion and
conciliation; Board of Tesde effort, polics

Etmbdaton, cosroian, bBrotality, 6 pdisanment,

P Benent demb and soguiescent, Labowr
Pty impotent where not indifTerent, struggle
wnall el of e, in somne cases with
isdantrinl pains . In the F912 sirikes we had
o [ight Parliament, the forees of the crown,
ke judges of the bw _. We had the Press of
bl parties and ibe capitabists against us; the
police were incensed by the employers and
rewarded [or every act of violence, the
mmported paolice being axs usual the worst of
the brutes .. Capdtalism |5 capitalism as o tiger
ina tiger; and both are savege and Eitiloss
fownnds fh weak,

s the strikes of that period; and in the years
altes the First World War, the working class
hq*_.m ti dc'.-'c:l_n:up pew weapons lor hithing back
sgairat the many sided attacks from the
sapitalist class and the state machine, And in
the General Strike of 1926 sections of the
Bbour movermenl demonstrated that when it
came [0 3 showdown between the classes,
whatever the bourgecisie bad to throw against
the workers conld be returned a hundredfold
when the labour movement was unjled and
effectively omganised.
BASIC ISSUE
Increasingly today, working class mibitants are
wiewing every pay strike as part of a general
siruggle hetween the capitalisis and the
workers, which will only be resalved when
one class decisively deleats the other, In 1926
it was very clear to class conscious workers
theat the Genersl Sinke was jost sucla
decmive struggle. The hasic proctical guestion
posed by the atrike was whether, and how, the
bbhour movement could defeal the anlirs
apparatus of the state, which was being thrown
against it, & local ‘plan of i:ill:lpilig_:ll' adopted
by the Durham Trades Council just befors the
pimike storted pul the issue in a nothell, It
dectared
Objective — we must defear the Clvil
Commissiarer and all bis serike hoeaking
apparaius Thal is Lo sy, theee will e eon-
centrated sguinst the strikers in the Region
thi whoale of the Ciwil arx] Militat ¥ fnacitutions
that are unider cenidral contral; and alo the
civil institations usually claseed as Logal
Gowernment.'
To win, the whole of the workisg clags had to
be mobilised in unsted action. And wet through-
gl the strike the General Codncl refsad 1o
maks this call. It even spent its Hmie urping the
demobilimiion of thoss who had stopped work,
s bullatin, The Sririsk Worker, announeed:

The Gersbral Council sugpeésls (hat bn all
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districts where lange fumbery of worker pre
idle, sports should be'ompamsed and entertain-
ments armngad. This will both keep a number
uf people busy ared provide amuasement for
many mar,”
And in case this had not sunk home, the
balketin sdded these choice remarks:
‘Keep smilmg ... Beluse o bo provoked. Gel
inkp your garden. Look ofter the wile and
kiddiez. i you hive not got s garden get inta
the country, the parke, the playgrounde. Lo
nat hang ground the centre of the Gy’

This was indeed sound advice for somenne
wanling lo sabotages Lhe sirke. For lts outcome
wag precisely being decided in the céntre ol the
city, and every aveikible worker had 1o be
mobilised for action thers

The first task wae to estabiish ceniral organis:-
tion in every ares o direct the entire opemtions
of the working class. Ingeneral, this wirk had
to he done from scrateh. through focal
improvisation. The only mafional foros  which
had some notion of the type of organisstion

req uired was the Commumst Pariy. Even (e
Erasp was marred by a wrong understansding of
ihe political problems facing the movement in
the General Serike. MNevertheless, in the
preceding menths it had cam paigned for
workers to draw on the experience of 1920
and Tarm Councils of Action in every town. At
the start of the strike, the most advaoced
seclom of the moverment followed this line of
action and were thereby able to most
affectiveiy push the movernent forward
towards victory. Withoul such organiabions Lhe
activities of the strikers were hopelessly
Iragmented and wasted

FOOD AND TRANSPORT

Where all-embracing organisalion exisled, the
enormows potentizl power of the workers
could be Fell almosi overnight. In Durham, the
local Council of Action made its Tirst prioeity
ihe Tight over Tood and transport. [t passed a
resofution stating the following.

Whaever hundles and transpocts food, the
same person controls food; whoever contrals
Taad will Tind ke “neutral’” part of the
population reliving to their sde. Who Teeds
the people wios (he glrke .
The correctness ol this was shown dramatically
within two days. A meémber of the Couneil
reported:
“Altes 44 howrs of the gemecal stoppage.
i Kingskey (the glate afficial in charge of the
whale region [or the povermmmentd e by
night to eegotiate personally with the
committée. Sixty howrs efier the sivike began,
Sir Kingsley, accompanied by Geiral Sir
Ken Monlgomery, wene snee mare af srike
hesdquarters making a plea for “dual contral™
of the teanspoct of food. Thia propoasal was
immediztely rsfected by the committe:
“we Enmol ageee 0 our men "ﬂ-’!’kll'ﬁ ander
any fdren of dual control ™’

This was merely one of the first of {housands
of humiliations which the gencerals, kniphts and
other slave drivers of the capitalist class had (o
suffer at the hands of the Councils of Action
a5 the strike movemenl rolled forward.

Some of the mosl ef fective organisation to
control transport was sehieved in London. For
cxample, in West Ham and Poplar all motor
traffic on streets was prohitfited by the kol
Councils of Action excepl for transport bearing
the sign "By Permision of the TUC

Bl the Counclla of Action did nol restrict
their work To gassively blocking the usa af
transport facilitivs. They actively mobilised all
possible yvahicles and orpanised their use at the
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COUNCILS OF

Further articles will include detailed material on thE exj

This article is the firsi

wervice of the strike mevenienl. n Bolton the
Coungil contralled 37 motoreyeles, in Covenlbry
9 carg and 60 motorbikes, and ot Methil In
Fife, 3 cars and 100 motorbikes.

An even modd Urgent problem in many arens
thamn that of food and transport was the
organisation of mass picketing to crush the
blacklegs crganized by the government. This
work could nod possibly have been carcied
through effectively if left to the individ oal
unions, In some greas the Councils of Action
pehieved miraculous fents of mass picketing.
For expmple, in Bolton, the Coungl organised
no ek Lhan 2280 pickets owver o pefiod of bwo
days, whila in [oncadier a force of 1,000 was
continwously operational on Che pueket lines,
ench man doing asteetch of four hours on, 20
hours off

Huof it was in this field that the strike movemant
faced one of §ls most erucial teste: pDL‘ict‘
attacks apainst the strike, In Doncaster, for
example, the picket was kept going but al Lhe
cost of B5 arrests during the sizsike. Livsome
arens he pobice wers trying to crash the mave-
meanl with armad wiolance.

The attitude of the rade wnion bursgucrals 1o
the question of workers” self-<lefence was the
saume during the General Strike as it has bezn
today in, for example, (he building atrike or
the hospital strike: a policy of trying to averd
their gaze where possible and copitulating
outright to the state where ascessary. During
the General Stelke, the TUC declarsd that the
idea of 8 Workers” Defence Corps was “both
umwise and impracticable.” Thi. view was not,
fiowever, universally shored by the Rowval
Constabulury. Ton Methil, Fife, in particular, the
pollce Jearnt to respect the Councll of Action's
Waorkers' Defence Corps. A member af the
Corps feported;
'After palice charges on mass plcksts, the
Delenos Corps. which 150 workers had”
joimzd ar the outset, wos e-organisel. 1Ly
rumiboers rase o 7L of whom 200,
commanded by workers who fiad been MOOS
dursng the wat marcked in military
formatian throwgh Lthd Losen (o project
Lk picker, The pelice did not interfece ajpin.

T Middlesbhrough, the Cooncil of Action be-
carme g0 authoritetive during the strike Lhik it

- THE
FIRST
COUNCILS:
WORKERS
DEFEND
RUSSIA

Plasga, festar werkerr gefead e w foivs

e

Follraing the Oelober revolution and tle crengken
of o workers' repulilic in Bussta in 1917, the British
ruling cliss and those of the other mzin impiialied
prraers began io.opanise militery intesventien o
crush ihe Rusisn workers state.

In TS 'Hands O Russi® commil tess 1isd besn
established throwghout the Labour méreement, and
the working chigs was wotching every move by Liowd
Genrge, Cuccon and Chuschill toovards war. Enable
o Bawieh w Fall-scale Aritish militacy oivasion of
Rlussm, the povermmest (el 0o push ferwand ygnes-
sion via the Polish regime, which atlacked the Soviet
Repubbiv in Apil R0, A the Daily Herald pro-
claigned an 4 Aprik "The marsened s are in Warsaw,
bt the sdriggs aee pulled from Lendon and FParis,"

(in 10 May, London dockens (oading @ ahip calb=d the
Jolly Ceonge bowmd For Polond discovered crates of
mndtions and oiker war aferial, sod releed et
1he cargn was imiended as ail [or the Polish vason
of Busia, 'They tmmedincebr struck and relesed (o
albera thie ship Tosail.

Al Firar the Foles advanced mpidby. taking Kiev, tlee
capidal of ihe Likesdoe, on 12 June. But by the ead

af Jupe the Polish armees lad been thrown back  inte
hiad long retrent, Druring the simmer the Bed Armics
chased e Bolish forees vight to the gates of Warsaw —
aroaging irememdows cnthisasm thmoghiat the
Kurgpean working class movenent.

4t this moment ithe s silence of the British giw
ernment % i hroken and Lloyd George's peal policy
became chear. U B2 July he send 4 Note b Russia
gaying the Britieh government “would feel boand fo

azaist the Polish nation todefend its exbstence with
all e mesna st their disposal”. When dockers in
Drangig struck, refusing lo hed munftions for the
Pobies, British troops from the Babtic Mest wére sl
in o camgh the strike. On 3 Asgust, Lord Corzon,
the Foreign Seceetany, gent an ubimaiom b the
Hovie prevernment threatening war. Diid Auguak
pwernmeni posives appearsd ontlining mifliary and
taval preparations nnd announcing (it o il w38 10
b muadle Tor 2RI volunieers. The Dedy Pelagram
declared that Britain was once aenin af Awgust 1914,

Hot there was one importaint d fference hefwesn
Britai do 1914 amd in August V920 the working
clnss mumemend wax pemdy b0 uanch crughing mags
avlicn agalnst any war move,

WHAT ACTION?

What pould the working class da B stop militacy i
tervenbion! There wos o clear clooics: whether o6
nol b accepd Ui benngeoiale's political ks baok
anl aflone the matber do bo sorted out (n Parlinment
— the dption of writing ketters to MPy, lobbying
Farlimment. hokling soino protest demonstrubins
and hoging that Lingd George and Charchill wiould
‘be reazonsble’ and aceepd the ferling of public
opinken, In odher wonds, boobey the law, respect
parlameniary demoemey ard terelip allow e
interests ol the internatiois] working class mavemeni
o ke tramphed under fool as happened i 1994 and
MRy L% s,

But In 1920 the working chs movement decided
1o kick aghle the whole Frsdubent parapbernslis of
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ACTION: 1926

several on dual power.

jence of dual power in France, Spain, Italy and Russia.
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eecured the withdmewal of all mounted police
and special constables from the streets of the
city “in the inlerests of order *!

The eructal festure of the Councily of Action —
whatever the particular names that they went
under — was the fact that they possessed an all-
embracing character, with the authonty to
speak For the enfire working class movement
locally, rrespective of trade or political stand-
point. The sole common denominnior was
suppert Tor the sirike itself. Just how mixed
the compasition of the Councils could be was
shown in the ane at Blasngarw, Wales. The
Secretary was 3 member of the Commms
Purty and it had representatives, not just from
the unions and ithe co-op, but from the Brtish
Legion, and even the loeal Conservative Clubl

The exact orgensatonal forms of the Councls
of Action were rarely idenfical inany two
places. A number conssted of little mors than
the members of the previous Trades Council,
but in most casce the sheer scope of the
orpganisztional work made them very m wch
broader. Mevertheless it was unusual to find one
which was constituted on (he bagis of alacted

Briow: May Day, 1928

representatives of sivike commitie=, =i alone
an the bass of mags elections by the strikers
themaselves, Both the traditions of the official
labour movement and the extreme haste with
which they were formed tended to make
them weighted on the side of local digmatones
ol the uroona.

But what made the Councils of Action a
revodutionary break [rom tha past was

precisely the combination of their afl-embrac-
ing character and the nature of the funchons
prshed upon them by the fasks of the Gonoral
Strike itself. The main functions have nlready
been outlined sbove, apart from the crucially
important job of prodocng local strike bulleting
organising mass mestings and other propagamta
zclivities, In addition, in different dreas a whole
host of ofther tasks were tnken up: priso Ll
zid, collection of finences, intelligence wark, In
Dartford, the Coungil of Action 380 wp 2 special
committee to cheek local prices. In 5t Fancras
i special sub-commities was sat up to conduct
speclal meetings and propapanda for woman. In
many areas special entertainment commitiess
were get up.

In p number of areas; loca] cinemas were taken
over for the holding of mas mestings. In
Stepney, where Lahour had a majaricy on the
local borough council, the Council of Action
took aver all manicipal buildinps and veed them
fosr the strike.

As the srrike developed increasing eftorts

were made to lnk ag the local Councila of
Agtion on a reégional level, On the fourth day
of the strike s conference waa held in the north
east ot Trateshend atanded by 28 Councils of
Acoion, fifoy-two strike commitszes, four
Lahour parties 2nd three Trades Councils.
Simikar moves tonk place in the Eost Midlands,
Kant and the London area. But the sorike was
called of T before any national fink up could be
eatablished

I vy town the Couneils of Action operated
immore or less conlinuons Session. mestng 4t
l=ast every day, with emergency commal leas
frequendly. operating during the night,

DUAL POWER

As the strike propressed, the local capicalises
ware incregsingly forced to recognize the
anthority of the Coundls of Action. The starl
was being made lowerds a complete overturn-
ing of the sstablished relationship between the
working class and the bowrpeoksie. Thia
gxperiznce wos put in a mst=sh=l by o sheel
metal worker mamber of the Councd] of Action
inAshton. He reported:

‘Employvers af lnbour were coming, cap in
band, bepging Uor pensission (o do @rtan
rhings ... Most of them were turnad smpty
pway alier o moal Bumilslieg sxperience,
fior ope and all wen: put through 2 stern
yueslEeaing ikl 10 maks them reablee that we
und not they were the sall aof the sarth 1
ilsougiar of the many oecasions when | had
Been turned empty away from the door of
game workehop in & weary strugghes o get the
muans 1o purchass the cssentials of lifs ..

This issue — which class is fo go cap in hond ta
wlich — g the central one in the clase strugsle,
bur in the General Sicike, it Becime the 'I‘.'I.1|:.|'li.r:|[1
practical gquestion of the day. Was the working
class (o asmert ks rube over the capitalists, or

was capitnlism going fo emerge victoriaus and
strongthened out of the General Strike?

Then a5 mow, the bounzeoisie tried Lo obscure
the msue by calling for the defence of parlis-
mentary democracy against an imrepresenialive
minosnity. Bui for all save the blind, the General
Sirike placed the institutions of ‘British
Parllamentary Democracy” {or onee in the

light of day. The Thrham council of action
tock (he trodble to list them one by ong:

1) Lol and sational Gevernmenkofiiclaks

{21 The orgenisation for the meintenzeos of
suppice (DMS).

i3] Variows other strike hreaking bodies,
composed malnly of middie-class parsons.

4} The Fascisis, oneof whose pepanisabions
haz entered Into an 2rrangement with the

OME,

{51 The Spedsl Constabulary, in which it &
likely many of the Fasclsts will enral,

{6} The Specal Civil Consabulary, a body of
armezd men with stesl helmets organisad
suloly foi the purposs of coping with
the sErike.

[} The regulay County and Bomoagh police
lir i,

(R The Army, the Mavy and the Alifopes,
squipped with tanks, machine guns
submarine, torpeda hasts and
acrophuses '

Wie comld agree thal Uhis list s not encicely

complete, The forces making up the camp-
followess of Parliamentary democracy would

pu.rl.i.l.ruunl’.lr:" Mnﬂcnq'-‘ the: Eucs ot ghake were too
important io Ise gorted owt in any parkiamentary
paniomine On Sonday 8 Auguet 8 epecial issue of
the Deily fierzid appezred, with a barmer headBoe
sugmim ing up the stfnd of the waorking class move
ment: Mol a Man, Mot a Gun, Mot a Soul’. Moaths
of broad agitation by the ‘Hands (4T Russia® Com-
mifilees were rapidly beanng fruld, and on that day
Tandreds of meetings took place throwsghowt the
countey oganised by Labour Partfes: Trsdes Cooncls
and ather lrade union budies. Earliec in thé sumener
i the JTeme Labour Party’ Conferenee m maotion by the
Il had proposéald the nmediste summoning of @
matienal conference “having for ke object the organ-
isntion of & genem] strike that shall put an end Gnce
and Tag all o the open and covent porticlpacion of
the Brtish {rvvernmeni in allacks om the Bovial
Republic', At obat time, in June, the motion was
heavily defeted, being opposed by, amuong otbers,
Ernie Bevine But by August the demand for soch
aotion coull nd longer e resisbed by the Labgur
lendersivip.

i S Angast 8 special meeting of e TUL Parkamen-
tary Committen, the Labour Party MEC and the
Parllameniary Laboor P'only passed a resolistion which
wialed thal war was belng preparsd sgnirst Rosia and
declored ihal ‘such 2 war woulkd be s intoleroble
erime egainst humanity . . . the whoke lesduatrinl
Pt of the organised workers will be uzed Lo do-
feal this war; ihe Execntive Compittees of alTilineed
crganisoiicing throughout the conatey mwst hold
thensebyed regdy to procesd immediately 10 Loslon
for a & afienal Conderemes; they are pdvised b in-
strucl thedr members @ 'down tools” on ingmactions

From the Nationad Conlersnee; and a Councl af
Acction should be Immedintely constitubed 1o taks
such steps a3 may be meceseary to fmy the nbove
decisions into effect.’

A Tilteen man Council of Actlon wng organised
immediately and in o matber of days soane 3540

bocal Councils of Aciion hed been formed throughoul
the couniry. On 13 Augusi (s Nationsl Copference,
with 1,044 delegater, met in Lombon and passed a
resolution instructing (he Counclla of Action to ne-
main in rendiness until ke governamend had ety
backed away Trom appressive plans

Lioyd George immiedintely backed down in ihe face
of this threst of crushing mads actitn. He trisd to
claim thai the government hol never infomd<ad inbe-
vention and thai the working class 6 making a fuss
abaud noching. T he cpitalist pres was outraged,
with the CAbserver sneering: “The methods of
‘Labour and i Councils of Action, ore bmibastic,
hysterical and ridirulons What they theesaten 1§ 0o
miake @ pevolution in order to fosce an open dooe’
For a brief momeni the Lobour right was carmd away
by e goeal movement, with Ramasy MacDoeobd
deedaring for once correcthy:  "There was A0 Gpen
dioar 6l Labwir appased before ic” and 1TH
‘Thomas was even maeed b make the [olbowdng
sccursbe siatement:  'Dnrleg fhe past few weeks

we have gone throngh what &, perhaps, the most
micibond peried of tiwe Trade Union and Labsoar
Mrvvemeent im aur heng higtogy; a pertod which fonmd
for the first time a onited and determinesd workiog
chigs eftiort to clallenge ihe existing ceder of
parlamen ury government,’

also have to include the judges, the prison
sdministration, and some thousands of
individunl capitalizds and their families. And we

might also mention, st bul nol least, Jimmy

Thomas, Ramsay MacDonald, and the other
Fenthers and Wilsons of the Labour leadership
of the 1920,

Those were the renl forces of the Parlamentary
democratic state in the General Strike, as they
are todey. And they were straining every sinaw
in {hoge nine days to crush the action of

milllons of working ¢lass man and women
siruggling Lo defend cheir living standards. In
this context, the Coungily of Action took on &
naw significance, well beyond the immedinte
practical tpsks of nrewnigsing the surika Tor
which they had been creared: in however im-
proviged and partinl 2 way, they alons could
claim io represent the interests ond needs of
the millions of waorking people.

And every day the strike lasted, they came Lo
fulfil this role more and more, They were
coming into existence totzlly independentiy
and cutside the coniml of any of the estab-
lished Inscitutions of society, including those of
the nfficil rrade unlon channels, Tt was this
more than snviling lse which ked che TUC
fradership to call off the sirike. Soma of (e
leaders ware frank cnoupgh to admit this, Dukes,
leader of the General and Monlcipal Waorkers,
declared :
‘Fvery day that tho sirike procieded e con kool
and (e guethority of chat dispute wos passing
aue al the hands ol responable eecutives nto
the handa of men wha had no avikority, oo
cancral, and were weedking the  mowemant
feoin one end o the ather.”

These men with ‘no suthortcy, ao control’ who
were nevertheless taking comirol aof the mave
ment were poite-olhes than the mass of the
strikers themselves, organised in the strike
committess and Councls of Action up and
down the country, Thomas, the chial

architeel of the Genedal Couneil’s betraval,
apolt owt his cwn motives equally cleorly in the
House of Commons on 13 May, che day after
the strike had pesn called off:

Ahnt [ dreaded aoboor this sinke mors dhan
asyihing elie was thig: if by chanee it should
have got out of the Bands of thoss oo seull
nz ahle 1o exercise some concrol, every oo
mar Knows what would have happensd.”

How topical thess thoughts muost seem bo Yie
Feather and Co! How well they muat have
summed up his Teelings as he trifted dnand
out of Downtong Strect during the last months
of industrial confrontations, political strikes
and flying pickets!

A BEGINNING

The all-embracing organistions theown up
loeally Ly the General Strike were only first,
improvises sfeps powards fully fedped orpans
of working class power. In some areas thay
were litetle more than very active Trades
Coungls, Soma of them wers made up lasgely
of the loeal union and Labour Party afficials,
while the more advanced centres like 51
PFancrns deliberataly inviled represantatives of
the strike committees to form the Cowncl of
Action, therehy turning it much further along
the road lowards democratic warkoers councils
like those created by the Fussian workers
during the revolution.

In peneral, even among the militants thesds was
wery litile understanding ot the potential of the
Councils of Action as embryos of class power.
Theidea of repularising de mocratic representi-
tion of the mass of workess oo the commitiees
wag ot generally grazped. An indication of
this i given in o odikiant’s ceport of the maza
democracy pricticed In one of the most
advanced areas — Mansfisld, He wrote:

In a town mbjocent to Marslicld a perhaps
nevel method was =mplayed 10 get 2 sriks
commitces Emctioning A mass meeling of
sreikers was cabled , and a serike commitces
elected by i1 cares being takem b Have dach
sucticn of worksrs represented. Whntever moy
b snid abeut this methed, il vertainky
spcired represenintion of the rank and Gl

The crucinl political importasce of such dema-
cratic imealvement of the mass of worlkens was
gruspad by o Communist Party militan:
arganising on Tyneside when he catlined the
plan of camgign o chat area

“The intention was thal the secilng up of the
councils af action would 2aable the ahol:
heatie of war Team Tweed o Tess 1o e
coverisd with & nefwess of tocal cowngils, From
these would arise o enace pévalu Becnaty kadee-
ahip. &5 things developed, than was possiola
[rien the fapies of Weal ot distict cfficils of
trpde unions (who howis s, found themashies
sratitpted ag the lendsrs ol their menibérs
called oup em acellel,”
The experiance of the Councils of Action in
the General Strike provides vital lessons for Uhe
working class movement today, helping it to
find a path Foreeard oot of the refosmiat dead-
end which the present leaders are still affering
as they did in 19246,
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‘on The Family

Cries of ‘poofs” and ‘get back to the kitchen'
greeted several revolutionary sociulist men and
women whed they got up to speak ai the
recent conference of the Lisison Committee
for the Defence of Trade Unions. These jibes
revealed very cleary some deep-rooted idess
aboud the family, ideas holding back otherwise
very politically advanced militants.

A goodd illustration of these ideas was'a picture
on ong of the Yorkslire colliery banners at the
Wakefiold Miners Gatn. It showed 3 family
mband, wile, son and daughter — mounting
band in hand & flight of steps on which were
written Family Allowanoss" “Pensiors’, erc,
AL the lop was an archway, inscribed wilh (ke
word ‘Socialism’, beyond which a green and
pleasant kand swailed the family

Y

washers, and there is no place for homosesxaals
i this small tighthy-knit unic. The family wnit
is to be defended and improved, not challenged
and analysed. Even the Communisi Parly sees
the family a5 o boat sailing across the choppy
sy il cppitilism, propelled by the breeze of a
nsing standard of living and expanding welfare
services into the safe harbour of socinlsm (e
Women! the Roed o Fyuafity and Socielizm,’
by Rosemary Small, 2 CF pamphiet)

But this cesy picture has been shatlered 2 the
economic crigs hag lad o cuts in state welfare
provision, rocketing prices, and forced more
womemn fo go ot to work, It ds at such times,
when the safe vessel' of the family begins to
spring a few leaks, that the forces of reaction
rally o its defence, An example of this was
the big anti-abartion demonstration in

Beewmt gmitabortion relly in Mancheirer deew :E:u'u f S0, 000 peple

Tha sum up an understanding of socialism
wisd domarune the Brniash bbour movemsent
= thal there will be o gradual. steady, peacaiul
peogress until capitalism & scenehow finally
Iegsslaied out of existence. The family is seen
& playing an exential role in this process; lo
i viaw the place of women is in (he kitchen.,
Borwever well equipped with fridges and dish

T DONT

WolE —
;|.-"p-|Iill oMLY

CONFERENCE ON

THE FAMILY

LEEDS POLYTECHNIC UNION

SATURDAY 12th May
HIETORY OF THE FAMILY
Sheila Pawbcrtham ane Linds Smith

THE FAMILY UNDER CAPITA LI5M
Margarer Coubion, Lee Sanders-Coemar

SUNDAY 13th May

THE FAMILY IN PEST-CAPMTALIST SOCIETY
Mera Lorgus

Each sprimion wll be folkowrd Iy wedkshop distussions
wnd planary stmions. Final sinary session with panel
of speakurs and closing dscussion,

Papers will bé duplieated for distribution at ihe oon-
fermnc if subenitemd on A4 slencils by May 1st. 15 che
widdnecy belaw,

Them will ke Facilitees for children {3 creched as long
RS WE AFE gQivan numibads, The gonlferance is organoed
by Leeds Paly. Women's Lik, but o almsesf ar all therda
Farndld and male wha s thd impartance af chis suls
et o our podifical undesacanding,

Details fram: Val Jones, 69 Bagby Ad, Loeds 2
Prcote: 083227337
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Manchester a few weeks .q'.».J arganised by
supporters of the Festival of Light and other
similar right-wing advocates of the Christian
family and the Jove of motherhood”,

I reality, it is the uapaid work of the wife s
the home — cooking, cleaning, beinging up the
children — which provides the capitslists wich

u labour force, the heshand, and & futore
labour force, the children. The capitalist takes
no respongibility for the provision of the lhboor
force he exploits, for whenever the economy
runs into problems it's the family that carries
the burden; through increased prices, lower
wages, cubs in socinl expenditure, bad housing,
urremtl!ci-:rmum. et Through the family, the
ceonomic dependencs of women on man gives
rise to the myth that women wre inferior, to the
spxual repression of women, and to their
freguent condervatizm (which the emplovers
and the bourgenis press are guick to use

Epinst men on strike), not to mention the
various aspects of (bt oppression of children,

SOCIALIST REVOLUTION

A socislisr revoldlion opens up snormous
pmmbilities for change in this pattern. Afoer

the Russian Revolution, for example, women
were given full political dnd lepal equality. Even
marg important, the fisst steps were taken (o
free womeon frofm the ‘shwt-in petty entecprise”
af the family. Muofseries:, creches, communal
laundried and restpurants for all wers s=f up,
releasing women fram the treadmill of doorestic
lebour. Lrreal gdvances worcanade in providing
Abortion facilities; ete, But most of these gaing
were taken back in & short while by the
Stalinist bureaueracy, The hourpeols revalution
that freed pepsants from their gl of land aad
grantad them democratic rights hae 21ill nul
been fully extended to women, either in
capitalist countries orin the workers® siarec,
Dromeslic libour remalns & cotage induacry.

Many questiong sbaout the exact role of the
family bave vet o bz fully answered. What s
the relationsiup betwesn domestic labour and
wage labour! Betwern the family ard the
Stabe’! What changes hove ocourred [n tha
family in eocieties whers capitalisn: has been
overthrown! The Loeds conferences an the
family this weekend, 12713 May, will not
provide sasy answers 1o these ymi othe:
relabed questions, Bul it can play a wital sole in
developing an ongodng discussion of what & ane
of the esaential props of capitalist society

VAL JOMNES

|

WORKERS’
CONTROL
UNDER
CAPITALISM?

Workers' Controlby Ernie Roberts
(George Allen & Unwin, £4.25 hard,
£2.25 paper) [ Alf Jenning

‘Workers' Control” fs 2 subject much shrouded
in mystery, and the term is used to mean many
different things: Atrempts at elariflealion ure
therefore extremely welcome. But unfortunate-
Iy Ermnie Roberts” book fails in this respect,
Rather than attempt 1o give o precise answer
tex the problem of what exaetly workers'
conbrol might be, it evades this crucial theorst-
cal problem by a simple device: every stap
forward in the class struggle is “workers'
contral’,

The fight on the shop NMoor, the strupple o
dermocratizs the unlons, te fight for inter-
nabicnal trade wnionism, worker directors, the
accountability of the Parliamentary Labour
Party to conference, the bartle apsinst redun-
dancies, ocoupation taclics, and the very
existence of the shop stewards movamant
this and much more is ‘workens' contral”,

FIGHT IN INDUSTRY

The most conerete sections of the book are
those dealing with the Tighi in industry. Boberts
examings some of the many woekers' control
schemes which have been pul forward orer

the vaars in vaous mdustries — cars, aircraft,
steel, mines and che docks. The common
demand is ‘worker purbicipation in manapemmsnt
al all leveks in the process of decidon-miking .
But this raises the guestion: don’l the inlerests
of the managerment and the interests of the
workers confler?

The way Roberes deals with thie problem iz
highly unsatisfactory. For example, he readidy
admite that the worker directors in steel are 5
frawd. But aceording to Roberte the trouble is
that they are not directly elected and account-
able to the workers, Leaving aside some curious
remarks - slips? — elsewhers in the book

(p. 1750 that worker directors should receive
the sume salary e other directors (not
guaranteed 1o go down well on the shop floar],
Raoberts hebieves that dicecl election will save
the worker ditectors from 'corruption’:

"Workers should heve the right o withdizw
thear reprceerlative: il he Fuils fo prodect thesr
interests to the full extent of his poeers axa
direeion’
But dan't his ‘powers 08 a directol” mean lhat
regardiess of his wishes he will come imto con-
flict with the shop foar?
Thiz probiem is neatly sidp-stepped by linking
workers' participation with demands oz
nationalisation. Hecause then, as the BEA
workers believed Cp 1730 “the workers gre the
Corpotation, ond their intersts must coincide,'

Mationalised industry i&-somehow immune from
ihe capitaitst mode of production, and in soch

a neuteal areng ‘{ndustrial demoersey” and
‘workers' control’ ehn fleurish. But this doesn'l
salve the difemma ac all, a5 miners and steel-
waorkers have discovered to their cost.

Proposals lor workers' co-manapement wes
attemprs to substitute something cilled
indusirial democracy’ for the class sirugple. To
sanclily this ns ‘workers' control’ oaly helps
the cnemy: The democradic lucade hides the
reil problem: which clazs really conrrels which?

The Hull dock-aarzer group who poblished
the Hamiberside Foiee in 1965 had the rght
idea. Roberts describes kow they believed ‘no
workers could remain uncormupred, onee
clected to a place oo the board.” Folloging this
healthy instingt, they shaped theis proposasls in
such a way that they avedded the trap of co-
minngement, despite mwlian ecnsly demanding
nationalization of the ports. They demanded
the establishment of Portworkers Councils with
powal of coptinuous supervision over the
Mational Fort &othoricy at both national snd
lzeal levels. These Councils would hove na
direct representution onthe NFA, but woulkd
have scceas to meetings, iminules, pooognts,
abe, and power to report to Parliment their
criticiame of the MPA.

Mow Koberts objecta that this acheme is
insufiicient Because it offers “ne sy for the
dock-workers in the original formation of
decasions’ (p.177). Bual the dockers undestood
very well thal working class power couwld naot
be [owmd in the management office. [ lny el
whero, Beforo they could exercse effestive
pawer over cipital and its operations, thay
understood the need to orpanise the ahalition
af the decracy surrounding the MP&s affair,
To pet pooess to the affaie of the NPA they
necded legal powers. In other words, in“order
Lo prepare the ground For any really effzctive
and lasting control over the operations of
capdtal, certain precordiions in the sare had
tohe met, They could only pet accass by legul
auchonty, and would only exercise effective
control by means Of 8 state apparatus which
would intervene directly in the declsionz of
the NEA following their discovedes. The ermar
the dockers oid moke however was in thinking
that the existing copigiin? state could be sl
tor breskl through the class nuthority of the
capitalists

DUAL MOWER

Lenin and Trowsky, whose ex cellent work on
this puestion we recommend Lo By, Roberis,
linked workers' control teo duwal power L the
state, The lepal anchority for access bo the
books, the stute foree nesded o intervens
apninst the bosacs, bankers and linanciers, the
commisions which would work out the
glements of an cconomic plan across the
cntire econtomy - these things would et be
granted by the capitalist siate.

The working class should take advantape of
any laws passed by a Labour Government
relating to commercial secTecy, factory
councils and 5o forch, But to make control a
reality, the workers would have to craate {hedr
oW giaie authomly Lo tuke thess b e H
suviets, workers councils, ete. Fhese coganiso-
tions would take the workers from 2 positlon
in which they simpiv react and prodest against
changes o capiizlist organisation (b atrikes,
ele.) ter o position of controd. This is the He=art
of the matroe.

It will b= inceresnng to gex the reaction of the
Inatitute for Workers Contral, of which Robesis
itk leading member, whenand if the British
bourpeoisic inteoducs the co-manapement
schecas devaloped in Germany: uader Bhe
banmer of “workers” coittal” of course.

Ernest Mandel
WORKERS CONTROL
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JamesCormay TH0 RATTONS DOGKA
" TheBuilding of
Revolutionary Parties
in Capitalist Europe
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The sew formaet Internatianal & o S ot lrmbarnat:
wnal ¥ol 7, Ma, T {Rpviog 1573 iz the first iosae of
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CARA IAShATA & e arhios by Srnest Maaoal
L0 wrkers’ control ang workary” Bawar (i e
CRSIE 88 AN Faviuhitiacy garbies In cagitak
it Edrpes parsee’ by the Decambier MEF2 Idevid-
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Palestinians Under Attack

Prime Minister Amin al-Hafes resigned on Toesday

= the Lsbansss Army continued s drive 10 cruih the
Palestinian resistance movemaent, Tl i the third
e that the A my has ignored agres ments betesen
gusrrilli laadaer Yamair Afafat end 1ha Prirma Minsgtor,
The anby affect of thew was to lull soctions of the
Padestirian mavamant into @ falss senes ?I ATy,

The prasant fighting @ Bairu? is The haaviedn inee
TEEE. After {ha hugs damanstrations which marksd
ihe snaszination of guerrifls Medan in Bairut by
bl commandos, the Lebaness reg me again scled
1o waskan the influence of the Pélestinusns, Provoom
thony wars organised, culminating in the seizurs af
fiwe milinants from the mest fedical group — the
Democratic Popular Front for the Liberetien of
Palasting, Whan the DPFLP respondad by ssazing twa
Lsharmss widditers Thr army swrrounced the Sabira
mifugsa camp — the main DFFLF bass ~ and began a
bt b ant wBileh sprosd rapidly to ather camps,

The mationslis! regimes in 1ha other Arab couniries,
Wil sTtempt 10 uss support for the Falsstinbang asa
sabaty-valve lor the political and social descontent of”
i massas, are haavily smbarrassed by the fighting.
But thay have failed 1o miervens in suppart of the
Palestinian forgas, while Tel Awv radio has msde clear
that this would ot in any coess ba tolsrated by Israel

Bg far the mesigtarcn has beoen limited to delensres
military opsrations from the refuges camps, and this
wall wndeubitadly continee to be the case until 1he
Palsytinion foross are transformed into o revolutionary
mowsrmant opeaky chalionging the Lebansss ruling
ghams Tar the support of the Labanom masses.

A N T Iy i i S s

Test for Campora
in Argentina

'If & meamber ol parlisrmant vores for the freedom of
& asgasin, | ghould think eserything possitle shoubd
e dane 1o gt that resnbar of parliament put
twhinid bars.' This statement, by Pdar Adrmiral
Moracio Mayorgs, notariaus for his defence of the
Mavy's condisct In the massacre of révalulionarss ar
Trelews last year, is the clesrmit dedaration’ af war
sgainal The eknocates of armesty for the political
prisoness in Argantina. Thie in the guesticn which is
becoming 1k flrst open test of the relations betwssn
the military and the incaming Peranist rag me,

Megotintions betessan the military and the Peronist
Presidani-alact, Sampora, continue price 19 his
Inauguration on 5 May. Campora’s staiement last
wank — to the attect that the melitary must ba
subordinated to the civil suthorities — & ovidence of
the prassurs he 51 uncks, aspecially fraom the powssrTul
army garrsons of the interior ard from the nawy.,
Follewing a number of activites by left-wing
guerrifias — ncluding the execution of Admiral
Dudjsds by members of the EAP |Prople’s Revolu-
ponary Asmy| — the gowernmeet hag introdessd a
Brate of Epwrgenicy In Hoenas Aires and Tive other
pravinoes, with the right to uss tha death penalty.

Aooording 10 some pres mports, Campora may haw
poen wammed that the military will v [he rer@ining
time before his insegueation, |f not 1o stage a coup, &t
lesdt 10 lawnch a manhunt for mvalutionary milltants,
in particular mambers of the ERP. Not daning to
denpunce the sctivitiss of the gaarrilaros for fear of
losing rass support, Campora him 50 Tar chosen oo

mé iy alian,

Masriwhile Peron himsell hos besn busy 05 Tha
dipormatic Tront, He has flown 1o Paris 1o meat
Prusident Echewerria, whese regme added o itz
mecord af bistchery of Mexican workars and youth by
misrdering twd studants in Puebla an May Day. Visite
@re planned to Mexico, Chile and aven Brazil, with the
snowcad aim of developing ‘united anti-imgperialis
action." Among the lirst countres 1o &xtend an
irdtation wias the Peopie's Republic of Chins,

Franco’s Regime Prepares New Wave of Repression

Against Workers” Movement

0w May 1 & policaman was killed in Madrid in an
witsdk on & left-wing damonpiration. Well aver 100
deemnyraton wery prrredistsly siized and are sHlE
ko darEn ion while resction his come 10 @ haasd
ey Ve pohdl il B Thare haws bear ks
‘dwmongtralior of paiics and fescirts in the meger -
cition, dirscted sgainst the Minimer of tha intersor and
ke Dpus Dail organssation, and callng for the
anrertricted e of Tirmarma sgainst the ‘reds.’ Already
by & May the government had 0 relrses L DORITHON,
by promeEng 10 suppdy e foroes of law snad order’
with il the mesna they reguins for the “defencs of
secEty " tha lisenes 1o kil & restored.

The Msy Dy svants followed 3 new upturn in the
ol wiruggle during the praviows month afer a
weoviesr had bsen ssassingted by pofica in Barcalona
diring & wirike organked by the FECSA Workan
Commissian,. The rasponse wall & siriks mavamant

Mudrid; fazcistr Dmk ormy with pladnclerhes polfce in demongrrgtion wgng roginge fo nep wp represaoR.

throsghout tha country and sspacially n the
Barcelona sria, wharn wofoers demonstrated in &
muassive display of soliderity . defended by the wse of
wirang poken, Thes kind of sif defence is more
than #ver nacessary in thi lacs af Tha new wam of
riprEsgion now baeng prepared by the regirme, and n
particular by the polics and army,

The proapect of '‘social peace’ held ot by the Opas
Dimi organisation, which réquires eapitalist *stabdliss-
tion” and mrngrhened links with Europs 0 st
guard the fugurs of capital in Spain, grows
imoremsingly remote for the Smnish regme in the
facs of workers' struggles 1o which it canmot affend o
maks concasions. And the perspactive of & ‘Pact for
Fraadair® with ssetions of the bourgacisis ard
srenad Tarce, offersd by tha CF, s mom and more
cloarky revealed m imacharous iluslon for tha
workesrs' move mani.

"

BELGIAN

GUARDS BEAT UP WOMEN IN LONG KESH

Two women delzinses i Armagh Jail in the
north of Ireland were budiy beaten up by,
ummirds 6 25 April during & bearing of Lomg
Kesh imternment camp.

The iacident started when Marparet Shannon.
whi ig 18, appeared before the commissioners
and wos tobd that an Informer had cluimed thai
she was o member of the Provigional IRA, The
alleped informer sinried to speak from behind
o sereen and ghe recognised the voice of a
Lientenant Ball of the Rowal trreen Jnckels, a
man noariods in the Andersonstown aren of
Belfast. She then attempied io pull down the
sereen and confroat ler aceuser.

A letter sent to Red Weekiy by one of the
other women prisoners in Armagh Joil tnkes

up the story: ‘immedistely a mals prison ward-
er pulled her to the pround then dragpped her
aul of the room down a leng corrider. The
warder had her in a siranglebold ond she wos
unahle tor bresthe. Ann Walsh heard the com-

miticn aml she ran ow (o aid Mias Shaonom,

More prizon wardens nshed onioe the seene
ancd Miss Walsh wns Clung sgaingt the wall and
ong of the wardene banged her head against it
a number of times. Al ths line Miss Shannon
was lying on the gronmd unconscinus.

“When both of the gitls areived back at the
prizon they were not allowed lo enter the

wing “in case they upaet the ret of the ginks”,
Eventually when they did get up the rest of the
women prisoncers found them in a stutenf
gevere shioek, Medical attention did not arrive
until a few hours atter.”

The letter concludes: “This is not dhe firs

timpe iyt hjng of this matore bas taken ploce.
Ouwr women have suffered constant larassment
cach time they hove heen tpken io Couris This
was ofe of the mast recent and terrif ving
exanples of British tyvanny i the north of
Ireland.'

B, iy Sy

By ROBERT MOSSGEIL

The striking dockers of Ghent aud Antwarp
have openad up a new period of class struggle
in Belgium,

Orriginally atarting in Ghent over questions of
waprs, hygiene, lack of medical faclitics and so
on the strke rapidly spread to Antwerp. At
firat under the leadership of the CP the
struggle has cacalated, even forcing the Belgian
Socalist Party to give £5,000 to the dockers
girike fund. The strike is rapidly becoming o

st of slrength between the workers and the

reactionary umion BOreslcracy.

While in Ghent the strike js completely solid,
in Antwerp conditions have been more difficult
hecaise of the split between the casually and
the replardy emploved dockers, and bacanae of
the greater weight of {he reactionary trade
union burepucracy, When on two occsions the
workets demonstrated al the ualon head-
quarters for the strike to be made official they
found nob dimply that the doors ware shit but
akio that police had been called to puard the
building

Instead of support the bupaucracy declared
that they couldn’t act because the strike

wasn't sobid and, in any case, it had been
provoked by outside professional agitatoms! The
burcaucrucy then procseded to attack the
police for not procecting the *rght® of dockers
to scab on the stnke,

Iin this situation the lmportance of soldarity
action and of organising o strong stragpls
against the bunsnncracy is vital. The Ligus
Revolutiennaiee des Travailleuss, Belgian
aection of the Fourth International, has infae-
vened both to gain solidanty for the strike,
publicisinig if on- the traditional May day
demonatrations and mikng funds, and in the
strike Liself to catablish strike commlitees and
General Asmsamblies. [n Ghent a strike com-
mittee and a twice weekly assembly has been
esinblished but in Antwerp the reactionary
gctions of the buresucracy make any develop-
ments more difficalt. The Ligee is also
promoting, through the sections of the Fourth
International, the distribution of material
such as thai bolow, calling for international
support for the strke,

DOCKERS
APPEAL FOR SOLIDARITY

o ¥
St soon GYNDIKALE

Leatlat for international distribution
put out by LAT

Gomrades,
in this Balgian porre of Ghentand Antveerp the
Agekers have aunched unofficisl prikog

Thay are demanding v

— A& rise-irwagas (wegn increases in Balgium as in
all ather countries are Fallirma Bahind the imereasing
past of vimal.

— & ghange in the conditiones ol ampley rent Hogk
work isstill on & casual bass),

— An improsement in salety conditiong |the fempo
af winrk at Anveerp is ane of the fastest inthe
winrld, with a recard nurmbse of indistrial injuries),

3o far the union lkadership has ot supporied the
gtrikr — it consders itself bound by tha CORTIecTE
waith the bosged, The strikes are-therefare baing
Tun by striks committess in the ports. The bosses
ota arlAm@ring ta wwabd the eflects of (ke atrike by
diverting shigs 1o other ports,

Tha dockers of Balgicm need your solidarity!

BLACK THE SHIFS DIVERTED FROM GHENT
AND ANTWERF

Ly Van Sau, & representative of the Provisiona! Revalutionary Govemmeni of South Vietnam,
leads the way in lost Safurdey % demonstretion to the U5, Embassy end then to the Cambodian
Embaossy. Alihough milying only about 700 peaple the demonstration, colied by the Indoching
Bolidarity Conference (18C), succraded tr drowing af least minimal support from growps like the
NLE, OF Sludent Committea, the British Peace Committee, I8, efe. Future initintives must seck to
traneform what is often only Ioken support info a rizecble movement which ean foke effective

eC o,

Mame:
Address;

Oecupation:

INTERNATIONAL MARXIST GROUP

( British Section of the Fourth International)
IEZ Perioaville Boad, London M.,

I would like more information abodl the IMG.
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THE FLOOD

GATES OPEN

As the Wetergate affalr reverberates
through American society her capi-
imlist allies gare with dismay a8 bour-
geols demoeracy: and morality takes
one hammer blow alter anather,

Bui Watergate itsell I8 now small
change. The rmal Bsue is the ex-
psure of the crooled dealing be-
tween MNixon and his aldes with
Amencan hig business,

HARD CASH

Edward Nixon, brother of the pres-
dest and former Attomey General,
John Mitchell, were Both involved in
raising B200 000 from Robert Vesco,
head of the Investors Owverseas 5Ser-
vices Ltd, This donation delivered in
hard cash was in retum for the drop-
ping of legal charges agalnst Vesco
and 41 associates who are accused of
‘milking’ §I14 millioa from their
company. Cmnly the threat of 32 mas-
sive scamdsl stopped the deal and
made the Mizon group hastily returmn
the money.

Murmy Chotnier, & close fend of
Mixon snd one of his longest-serving
mides, collected over one million dol-
lars from Las Vegas gamblers and the
Teamsters Union. The money was
pEid over to stop 8 pending law st
being takan out by the Jutice Depart-
menl challenging loans mads by the
Teamsters officials to the mafia coa-
tzolied Nevada gambling industry.

Al a comservative estimate over B0
million was mised by CREEP — The
Committes for the Reelection of the
Preident - for ‘special purposes
funds’. This monsy was so d&rily in
origin thet i had to be sent 10 Wash-
inglon wa & "Bundenag’ operation in
Mexico.

EARMARKED

This money was carmarked for defi-
nife political purpeses, Liddy and
Humt, the former 3 White Howse side,
the latier a F100 a day CREEP con-
sultant were paid from this fond to
organise (he burglary of Lewis Field-
ing's office, psychiatrist to Daniel
Ellsberg. Ellsbarg was ihe man res-
poasible for publishing the Pentagon
papers which blew the *gaff* on the
debacke of US policy in Vietnam.
The purpose of the beak-in was lo
try &nd find dirt which could be usad
tor discredit Ellsherg. Erllchman, one
of Mixon's right-hand men and acting
on his superios’s iestructions, then
offéred Judge Byrne who is presiding
in the Ellsberg caze the directorship
af the FBI,

Determine d that the 'silent majonty’

shoold speak out CREEP officials
forged hundmeds of felegrams in an
attempt to demonstrate a 'spoofane-
ous” support for Mixon's mining of
Haiphong harboor last May.

by Jeff King

CREEF officials also bought 300K
copies of locsl papers In order to load
a TV poll in Nixon's favour, Phoney
telephone calis were organised, letiers
from Friends arranged, all backing US
imperialism’s genocide in Indochina.
Another Nixon man, Jeb Magruder,
operated a prvate cache of CREEP
money which paid the wages of apies,
sipol-pigeons and provocateurs oper-
ating in redical and revolutionary
ErOupE,

OLD HAND

Mixcn is of course sn old and prac-
tsd hand af volestacking and the
dubious use of funds, As TV com-
mentator Sandy Van Whipsnade re-
marked: ‘Mizon hss been in public
life for over 8 guarter of & century.
He haa been a walking encyclopedia
of malodorous politicsl practices, He
ran ning sleazy campaigns — in 19446,
1948, 1950, 1952, 1955, 1960, | 962,
1968 snd 1972 The economist
Robert Graph caustically remarked
of donations to CREEP: /35% went
to TY ads; | 5% for headguaries ex-
penses; 15% for spying and sabotage;
10% for fake telegrams and adwer-
tisements; 8% for entertalnment of
milk producers, Teamaters Union,
Wesco and other campaign coninbu-
tors; &% for hush money (o the
Watergate Seven; 5% to Mexican law-
yers for “laundenng™ illegal cam-
paign fonds; 5% for bogus committees
and hired pickets; and 1% for guards
to keep Martha Mitchell guist.

i

“I per cent o keep Mariho guist

Meither is Mixon a Jdevianl a8 far as
UE presidects go. Harry 5, Truman
wag 8 ereature of “Boss’ Tom Prender-
gxil, who hod a monopoly on all the
crooked poliicians in the Stafe of
Missouri. Prendergast hacked Truman
in hig early political caresr and the
grateful president theéresfier ensured
hais lmmunity from government in-
vestigating commitiees and racket-
tusting commissions. John F. Ken-
nedy, great “white hope” of world Lib-
emtlism and hero of Brtish socal
democracy owed his 1960 election
victory to massihw vote fiddling in
Chicago's Cook County.

COVERED UP

But before, the corrupiness and chic-
anery of the varions presidenis and
governments has always been coversd
up by a united front of the politicians
of the capitaliat partics who have had
a vested interest in maintaining the
myth of democracy. The general un-
animity of ihe ruling class has how-
ever been shattered by deep differ-
ences on fhe conduct of the war in
Indoching and Mixon's sconomic poli-
des af home, Importsnt sections of
the maling ciass are deeply concermed
that the President's policies are en-
dangering the stabilily of American
capitalism and are therelore prepared
to take sdvantage of the Watergate
disclosures,

‘The affair has, however, begun to get
ot of hand, Most of Nixzon's oppon-
ents wanted o stike a2t Haldeman
and Ehrlichman, Mixon's two chief
gides who gained a reputation for ar-
rogant insularity and were considered
too unpolitically sophisticated by the
old-time politicians, Watergats seemed
an ideal opportunity to do this, bat
omce the foodgate had been opened
the whole roften edifice began to
crumhble. Splits began (o Like place
at the White House and Wixon chose
to side with Haldeman and Ehclich-
man ggaingt the Mitchell-Dean group-
ing who fuce likely prosecution. De-
termined not to "carry the can' Dean
has now openly impliceted Nizon
bimself and claims he was aware of
whal was taking place,

The problem now for the American
ruling class is how best io clean up
the mess: whether to protece Mixon
apainal his associoles or o dean oul
the whole gong and present it a5 a to-
umph far the Tree press® and Amerl-
can democracy. That will depend on
how much eore dirt comes ol in the

ngineering |

Barricade Factory

Bason's pymeenor Monty Hulse [eentref and orfr -u-mpﬂru lwl‘#:

From BOB CLEAVER and
PAUL YOUNG

Workers ocevpying the heavily bar-
ricaded factory of Bason's in Stock-
part are currently awsiting the arrivol
of bailiffs empowered o ‘repodsess’
ihe factory by the High Court.

The ocoupation started oo 13 April
after attempts to break the workers'
100% AUEW union argandsation., This
first took the form of direie)
notices to six workers, including two
shop stewards. After s bostile reac-
tion there was a change in tackica,
with redundency notices belng served
on 11 men, including the erginal six
and apother steward, —Buggestions
were then made by some of the
workets about work-tharing schomes
or wolumary redundancies, but the
employers made it clear that they
were out to attack the union by in-
giating that the 11 men must go. The
man then voted For an indefinite
strike and oecupation.,

Bagon's was occupied for ma less
than 16 weeks during last year’s en-
gingeting sitdins in the Manchester
aren, emerging with a settlement well
above the average, As a long=standing
union stronghold in an area where re-
lations between the union and the
Engineering Employers Fedembion
have been wery tense since kst year's
sitike, what i3 actually involved in
thiz struggle s a confrontation be-
tween the might of the EEF and the

AUEW as a whole, A victory. for the
Bason's workers would greatly in-
creass the strength and confidence of
pll engineering workers in taking omn
the employers again in another hird
Fight cover thia vear's claim.

MORALE HIGH

S0 far momle is high, with workers
from other engineering plants includ-
ing Gardiner's, as well ss Stretford
refuse workers {both also in dizpute)

reinforcing the occupation. Mo ball-
iffs will evict the men if such rein-

forcements contious and & round-
the-clock mam picket i: miounied on
the pates.

Bt fwo incidents already show haras
the state is looking o take sdvan-
tage of their potential isolation. The
judge hearing the application . [or
‘repossestion’ pranted the order im-
mediately — once b had been fold
tha! only 40 men were invilved.
And the Social Security, who laat
vear mads a3 whole number of pay-
memts under pressurs fram thousands
of strikers, have 3o far refussd this
time to make o single payment.

In any long-drawn out dispute the
threat of isolation will become great-
er and greater. But action now T
other workers, particularly al the
other engineaning plaots in the arsa
can ensure a quick and overwhalm-
ing wictory which will strengthen the
hand of all workers in the cooming
disputes.

FOREIGMN: L6 per year, L9 airmail

12 ksues for B0p.

MNAME:

SUBSCRIBE!

RATES: £4 per yasr, £2 for skt months

SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY OFFER!

I enelom PO Cheque fmade out o Fed Weekip'|

182 Penvionvilla Aoad, London B, 1.

ADDRESS!

OCCUPATION:

What's On

BECUMRED URGEMNTLY: Fast, accurate typlat
35 hiyur wenk. Floxshilo boarg, veRges rnogoriebla,
Mirind o Berl g F.8, Litha. 137 Peniorei e Fosd .

Loadon N . or phore 01-337 3357

OXFORD & DISTRICT COUNCIL OF ACTION:
Publso confarapcs on 7T he way forward Tor (ha
weia ki) clom”. Spea kara Tromm Trates Council and
|poal trade union branches. Saturday, 12 May, from
-4 gnd 4,30:-6.30 pom, 81 the Carsndon Preis
n&titute, Walton Strest, Oxford, Entrance by 10p
ticket, Erspuiries io D'-c‘!nr!'. ¥ 1 26RL0
RELEASE THE STOKE NEWINGTOMN 5: March
and pratest meeting to support the oppealt on
Spturday, 12 May. Amemblie Speslcers Carmar, 330
fA.m. thén merch 9 Linoodrs Inm Fields. Nesting
.00 pom, w1 Conwsy Hall, Fed Lion 5q, (Holborn
i), Oeqgily tram Salidarary Gommmintes 5
Horcombs Flosl, London M.16.
CENTRAL LONDOMN 8.1 : Forum On the Sritash

whodpls ol repreion in Irelend, Friday, 11 My, at
£pm in the Ganermi Picton, Caledanian Rd., King &

AFTER MAY DAY--WHAT MEXTT"; Hull Fed
Circle 6n Thuersdey, 17 May gt Spracin "The Hose',
Beverlay Aapd

DEFEND THE SHREWSBURY WOR KERSE: Fubllo
e ting 13 Moy ot the MU inn, Deal; st Bpm
Feiskirs! Paul Gmith, Fawl Davidsan (NG

LEEDSE ALl L. Pubiic meot |'\-q Eriday: 11 May, 8pm
ot the Trodes Club., & recenily ralagseg ntarnge
st kg on internment and 1.h= British &rmy in
Marthern frakamd’

TRADE UNIOKS AND RACIEM: Canferoros
called by Marshald Haside y Mty 3900 eormuiies,
1o ba hald &t Dighoth Hall. Birmingham, on- 2 Suhe,
1 1arm o Gom. Delagats cradantale teoand B, Buksog,
20003 Victorin Cenire, Nokkinghaim (tal 483071,

'THE MEED FOR REVDLUTIONARY POLITICS:
Mersevside IMG -public meting. Speaker: Bob
Parir|ngran, ‘Wods, 16 Bay, 7.4%pm in rtha Wirring-
tn Ch-opr Medrting Hall {18mali Bl

CONMNODLLY COMMEMORATION MEETING:
Thn Irish Situstion and the Brinsh Ledt’, Dighsth
Civic Hall, Birrringham, 3pm, Surdey 13 May
Speekers: Eamann Smallen, Pets Cartsr and Kaith
Brait "||M;|I 1, CFthar apaak ey §rained ﬂly nezzd by
Clann rey k'Erisnn

SOUTHERMN AFRICH COMFERENCE: L i argetye
al Kent, Canverbury (Ruthrbosd Collegsl on 18
Mary, 10 308m 10 5 30pm. - Epcaxory from 2AnML
{Fhodeslal, PAC (South &fcical, SWAPD (Nurmiblal,
U ITA |Angole) vt plus Hims

|G RED FORLM: Ssries ol introductory dis-
cuaseng lar thoie in the London afee on the palivees
ot thee Fowrth internatianal. Every Tuwisday, Bpem, ot
th Goneral Pléson pub, Caledanlan Foad 1B mirs
vial& fromn Kiros X tube),
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