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_Emjpurtm af the f.aq:npaign against property speculators Prebble's picket the court last Friday. The
judge ruled that 2// pickets not directly part of a trade union dispute are //lega/, no matter how peace-
ful and orderly they may be. So what will happen on Saturday, when supporters of the campaign

intend to mount another picket o Prebble’s offices at 108/109 Upper Street, Isli _
830 am and 17 30 om? : 09 Upper Strest, Isfington, between

THE HOUSING
GAME

fYq:I_ another nail in the coffin of whatever was left of the right
to picket’ — that is how one group of lawyers described a
ruling of the High Court last Friday.

The Court had decided that the picketing of the property dev-
clopers, Prebbles, by the Islinglon Tenants Crusade was ‘unlawful®

and a ‘criminal conspitacy’.

What this deciion meuns is (hat alf pickels not directly part of 2 trade
anion dispute. no miter how orderly aid peaceful, are dlegal The judpe
benl over backwards toorsike this elear: “Chere i no such Hlung i law as
wnfettered freedom ol E'Emrgh:h___[h{' r]gh“ o b on the J'I.igl'l'\‘-"al'_\.' [ ﬁl.ll.'lj'.‘:l'l.
tor (e Biws relating (o highways', be said.

I other wotds we have the fresdom tospenk o minds pmd prolest

a5 long a5 no one can dig up a liw hat makes it ilkagal. Aml the ruling
¢lass have heen digging up those laws with great enthusiasm over the past

faw manlhs.

First, the Shrewshury workers and the trade union movement got kneed
i Lhe grom with theyl 875 Conspiracy Acl and the conspirdacy laws, Mow
warking people wia ey to protest about the rolten conditions o political
problems they fuce -::-u[h"\uJ-:“ the workplace have been kicked in the teeth
with snother siring of Juws and preced ents.

Int case anvone had doubes ahoul the politkal meaning of this ruling thi
judge haminered home Lhe point: “Jusl becanse aetion may dot buve been
taken aminst some of these demanstrators, pethaps, for instance, because
the oceupants of 10 Downing Strset or the Soviet Emhbusey feel oL politic-
ally imexpedicnt todo so, il is quite wrobg Lo argoe thut such conduct bac-

omes clothed witha legality,,.

S antlich your slep next thoe you plan a demo outside Downing Strect

ur soie ather hulding

vou'll be acting “aolawiull” and be pan of =

teriminal conspitacy’, just like the Shiwwsbury workers.

and whit has the Labour Goverament dene about thast? Nothing at all
it comndinues Lo defend every dot and coma of the capitalists’ laws, #ven
when ey are being used to deprive the working class of their most hard-

won rights
One Labhaour MP

Arthur Latham

has taken up this case, and is

calling Tor the repeal of the 1875 Conspiracy Act and olher antk-picket
Laws. Thik demand musl be taken up by the entire labour movemesnt and
el be wadded 1o the demand Tor the immediate releass of the jailed Shr

gwsbhury pickels.

Dnly & massive campaign of action by the labour moyement, including
slbcut strike sclion, can firce Labour to acl against these threata. and
safeguirrd 1he right fo picket for ali working people,

£30 IS NOT ENOUGH?

— say hospital workers

ANCILLARY WORKERS in the
Portsmowth and district group of
hospitals have rejected the claim

| being made by the joint union

negotiating body for a £30 mini-
TN Wl g

instead they have called for L340
far 35 hours, together with a nil
norm threshold in the form of a
puaranteed 60p increase for every
ona per cent rise in the cost of
Irdinp.

Ron Peason, MUPE spokesper-
won for the branch, explainesl: ‘1
sugpesied £35 for u 35-hour week,
Hut the members threw this ool
and wnanimousky voted for the
£440 clalm.”

Hospital ancillary workers deamanstrate etk

Thee anciilary workers have also called
For lsamediate equal pay, and foee 24-
hair nersery Tacilitics at all ploces o
worke Whee such facilities are ol
pravided then ey m&ist 2 paymeant
must be anade by the hospitad monape
miznt equal to the chusges made by child
minders. They recognise that without
wch provigions the ability 9] the wo-
men Lo ackioye cven 4 mcdicum of
enuality ot work iz virtually nil.

The workers wlia want shill aliow-
ances o be based an a perceniage of
ihe basic race and the abaliton of the
areseal #ading stnecbure. They have

= ¥ o .
& the Deparimant af Health im London

called For g delegbe conberenc: o dis
cuss Oue pay claim in mid-Moveniber,

lnizat an net letang discussions on
the claim dSmply beconke a mater
hetwesn the anion beeders #ne the s
1al manapement, Portsmaeeh RUPE hawe
demanded that all beanches ke infarmed
af the answer be Uit cladom immedionely,
Tluls will allow it 10 he fufly discussed
und purmil dne micenberehlp to mandate
delegates nrcending the conference ta
disziga ncceptance or otherwise ol the
affar.

Thi cdaien and the resolution will
nomw hie taken ta Uhe wnoflicial meggonal
junl shux stewards” commities which
mesls o 13 November, The sieaards
an: secklmp a pegional mandate for their
rescdution, and wanl Lo thrash sata

plan of action to sght for the clsim znd
whie aiher demacnds,

MU PE members in the Beaok Hospi-
fal, Londan, have alan pejected the
afficial £30 claim, They have decided io
puih for £55 far 35 hawrs,

The shop atewnrds say that thes will
naw be taken to the WLPE divisonal
coangil which mests an 11 November,

The sctions af the Poclsmoully and
Braak workeie 3zl the wey forsand o
ancillary workérs natbenally. The next
frEp i5 to ensure thal the rank anid file
seondlnate ther action st both local
mmd nabional levek



New mass protests

The report we ;I'ml below iﬂ:nh our rish an tha Bevolutitnany

Marxist Groug describas thie becond series of muss autions by the anti:
Usionist foroes during the ourss of the past three weeks. :
These actions have brought a hysterical response from the British army,

The fevel of repression of the Catholic
Bratish: srevey Rhits oot Hlow s wiisimid

thos is unprecadented & thﬁ 2

This resction by the British anmy has lh;cm &ifFi by the i o m:
terian killlnig urbeashied Ggainst the catholics over the pest wasks™ 1o
soften wp the ante-Lnionsts in time for the Cnmmu.rum Eup\lmtlm

dhue to be colled in the spring.

Thie ondy relief to the bafeaguersd minority wilf b the comgplat rermo-
wad oof the British troope. Cnly with the complete diserediting of any idea
that the rosd of imperialist salvation Ties thigaoh handing over Lo the
Loyalists will the barbaric concentration ceomp systemn be terminated.

The mounting opposition inside the workers movement s 1 be orgs-
pised and given s focus. The prajected “Troops Out” demo schedulad to
commemarate Bloody Sunday on 26 Jenuary has 1o be made 2 priority.
The crisis of imperialist perspectives is now S0 grave that we can now hive

2 rend frpat on vents

Following ihe killing of Hugh Comey,
8 Republican prisoner, on Wednes
day, & November, and the wounding
of many others ai Long Kesh concen-
tration comp in Northemn Ireland,
protesis have aken place all over
the Marth

The shooting came during an at
tempied mass break-out from Long
Kesh A tunnel 195 feet long had
been dug from one of the camp com
pounds (o the perimeter fonce,
through which aboul 30 prisomners
escaped. Hupgh Coney was shot in
the clvesi rom an observation past
by troops gusrding the arca 55 he
mn from the camp; by the next
manmimg the remaiming escapers
bl oo rounded up.

Im ihe 24 hoars Tollowing the
shoating, the IKA refaliated by
sholing desd two Britizh soldicrs
and bloweng wp (wo more with &
baaby-irap bomb.

In Coney’s home town of Coal-
mland all faciories, pubs and shops
closed for the day on Wednesday,
o [ housands ook part in o sil-
end protest march. In Belfase, 3000
marched through the Falls in o torch-
B procession. All over the Morih,
emrs, lorries and buses were hijacked
end get on fire, and rosds blocked
by tracks containing bomhs

The Belfast United Workers

called a one-day protest
sirike for Friday 8 November, and
Belfast University students were
sioned by Lovalisis as they march
o e City Hall.

After ibe attempred break-out,
belicopicrs with searchlighis, troops,

and trecker dogs were thiown inlo
the hung for the escapere. Az the

troops moved imto the cx M, they
atiscked the prsoners wilh C5 gas,
b tormes and rubber bullets. & priest
called in to give the lasd riles saw 15
men spresdespled apainst barbed
wire belng beaten by sobdiers

The desd man, 34-vear-old Hogh
Coney, was Lypical of mamy of the
detainees in Long Kesh, Arrested on
suspicion of planting a car bomb, he
was held on remand for 11 months.
Although acquiited at o jory trinl in
Beliasi, he was resrmested, tormured,
interrogated and detained; singe then
he hnd been held withoni trlat tor
18 monihs

The Troops Ouwr Movemman? S o)
Co-ordunating Comrniliee met last
wend pnad in Sorrmungham and solopded .
FRONTALEY CTAOHT P dpr fhe el
vt :
The mar project gwar e mesl peniod
watll L e bediaing of a fabowr movement
conferamos on tiwe solie of e Laboor
(howarrirmant i frefand, and what the
frifst fabowr Mot ey to do o
T aealarirg stiraiion in the Sie
Cownties. This confarames ool e
cafled 22 @ propegends comnterblast fo the
profected Const ErTions Do W firi.
Laclimg i Po By Eleere ol Be o
whode reves of lpcal corforenoes baesod
o tine labaoire moarveraent, Alrsady, it wos
PR TaT, covt fevences are projected (a1
Glargow, Birawagham, and Wesr Livacios,
In i mesnrime phaca daly e devrics
calied an e graviversary of Boody
Swvigley i Jamwary. These well be bt
thrrragh ad hoc molWlising Comminiees o
tive same broad-laeed basis ar the 27 Oct-
b aEiG

.

All over tha North vahsicles wers hijscked and set an fire in provest st Coney's desth
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WORKING
WOMEN'S
CHARTER

Fart of the audience at last Sunday’s Women's Charter conferenca in Brant

TASS ‘token

support’ for
women members?

Uwer 100 women attended a schoal
twice as many as kst venr—organised
by AUEW (TASS). In the workshop
discussions many of the women felt
that althouph TASS has done more
than other unions in laking up some
of the Bsucs iffecting women, we
are still a long way from the situation
where women members are able to
pay an equal part in the aciivities of
the umiso.

Although TASS is keen 1o recruic
women, it often lgnores them or makes
e prowision for their special peob-
lems in garting 1o meatings or foc
¢hild care doring meetings. [ronically
there weré no creche facilities pro-
vided For women attending ihe school

One major dquestion which the
sehoo] tackled was, given the inade-
guacy of the Bgual Pay Act, how do
wa pel real equal poy? [t wea clear
Trom experiences quoded that (he
usefulness of job evaluation is far
greater to employers seaking Lo avoid
cqual pay, than to wommen Fighting
for it. A rule of thumb for asesament
was sugpested: "What would a man be
paid for this job® which, i1 was
dpfeed, 15 no renl mmawer in jobs main-
by oceupied by women, ax @ man’s
wags would simply be pulled down.
Cieneral rules of thumb, it was ar-
peed; can leave as many loopholas
a8 the sct isell, and 1he only peaple
whi can decided what ig equal pay
in 4 piven situation are lhe women
invedsed, [Lis thecelore balind rhep
decisions that & wdon niust puol &S
waighl

Thz peed o link equal pay with
ithe charmcteristic low poy of Women
was sbressed, which means a fgl fora
aubstantial minimum wage for all work
ere, wat b ancaubosnatic sliding scale of
increases {0 defend real wages apsinst
inflation, One sister objected thoi
this interfered with the principle of

free coltective hargaining, Bor whatl
can B more of 3 principle [or Lhe
working closs than saving: “50 long
a% we do nol rule society, we will
not pay for the cconomic crlals of
those who do; and s long 0s some
sectinns of the labour movement arce
srronger than others, we wunl Ltheair
victories to be applied to the whole
of the class.”

If the scheol-had limited itseif
to the rraditional trade unicn prov
mce of wages and condilions, il
would not hawe been particulacly
nactul. What it was able to do instead
was to bepn to look at women's pos-
ftion in the home and family, which
largely deternmnes e |.Il3:‘i-.“|:||l 111
Lhe rest of socely

TOKENISM

Bl to what extent 5 TASS sup-
pori for the strugeles of women
oiefe Lokenism? All-our gupport for
the AUVEW swommen who struck far
equal pay at Salford Electrical In
strumente wauld hawe dlone more
good Lhan ten Mational Schoaols
The union buresucracy did not
even ask its members if they were
prepared to contrbuts fo a Financial
levy, or enpage in blacking and other
solidanity aciivities

This is mot an dsalated ingden
which the union “overlooked'. Why
5 it that TASS has made nn moves
to ke thal suppor meaningiul
by backing the Charter Campaign:
The importance ol Lhe campaipn i=
that it gues hevond the narrow of-
Licinl chonnele of tiade wnitcn ac
ivity, vt TASS and ocher unions tre
to place 1t squareiy back within thai
Irmmework, thus blowing up the
Brdge betweaen the women's liber-
abion movement and miliiants in
ull nnions wlose comhbined strenprh
is thie key 1o a real Tight apsinst ©le
oppression of wamen.

Fiona Fredenburgh

A call for the lecal nbour movement
to give its full suppert 1o the sirp-
gles corrently poing on at Standard
Telephone and Chbles in North
Landon, and at Hoover Motoss in
Perivale ceene Trom the first confe-
rence of over 150 people held last
Sunday by the Erent Working
Womiens Chorler Compaizn.

Tave Loncewr, Secrelary ol Lhe
Joint Ehop Stewards Comoliies ot
ST, speaking in g personal capacity,
spoke of Lhe neeessity of the Charter
Camparign rallying beliml {he wes
micn &b ST0 where o wajor part of
Lhe strugghe 16 an-eqeal pay

Marpiret Thompson GEMWL shap
sleward askad Lhe Confetence and 1L he
Charter Campaipn toosolidarise inan
aclvwe way wili the Hoover woikars
T 00 of whior hawe heen Taid ofr,
aceording Lo the manngement. b
cause of | 80 men in the foalroom
cormdmg, ol on @ gay dispale, Moy
ol Ihe Mnever workars Toel that the
toolroom dispute is Being made an
prcuse for nuss bav-offaaane of
which may furn ool (o be permanesnt,

CALL

The Ceonferenco added it vodee 1o
the call, which has afecs i Eroen riade
frovm che ali-Londens Charter Confe-
rence, for a Mational Charlor
Conlerence, and siressed the need
for Lhe Brent Ceapeeien loomake
links with other prowps in London
warking aroumd the demands ol Lhe
Churter.

AL & Jocul leved plans have been
made to organise a teade union
recrititment drive pmongsl waomen
in thee gres, this to be copplad with an
Papu] Paw Campaign. A speaker from
Brent Trades Council pointed aut
thal male {rade unicnisis hod foiled
owel Live Years to adeguately ek up
women's strupgles, apd stregsad that
the '.r.uJu wounil would be .1-'ai|'|g_||'l'
1 ..l||||_...-1 an II|I:~': I wrier wilh o
speaker Troen the Brenl Charoor
Canipudzn.

Irene Bannan rem the Federntion
of Tenante Asaociatiens spoke of the
pressing need for piose, bebter and
ITee nursery facililies both on hons
ing carates and at places of woerk.
Creches at factorles however had Lo
be controlled by the women weEng
them o provent emplovers creating
nutserizs in i sirniar wiry o the Led
coltage, asan excuss o give low pay.

This was achoed by the sistes
Iram Hoovar Moelode who pointed
not thit the nuracrics must have ex-
tended hours Lo suit work ing mothers
il they wers to be of real use tn Far-
Loy workers,

Asupport sub-conmittes of the
Brent Chorder Campaign is £ be se
up be co-ordimaie wWonens strugples.
Thiz will bopefully inchale wide
rapreseniation of the local labaus
v el

Al irterested in partici panineg shoubd
srtene tha next meating of the Charter
Campaign Committes next Toeesdey,

18 Movember, at 138 Minai Avanus,
Laenglan, W0,
Imarid Faiconar
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SHREWSBURY PICKETS

WHY THEY ARE
STILL IN JAIL

AND HOW TO GET THEM OUT

N THE MINERS STRIKE OF 1972, FLYING PFICKETS WEHE UsED ON
an uitprecedented scabe. The power stations were choked aff, and victory for
the sirike was ssured. The Tory Government's wage policy collapsed like a

pack of cards.

Later that yesr the hated Industrial Relations Act was ground into the dust

an theussnds of wodkers rallied to free

pi] building siies ground to 3 hale. The capitulist law was shrugeed aside by a
the imprisoned-dockers warz

mighty heave from the workess” movesneni

relessed

Adber these struggles, the trade
union lesders desperately hoped for
a return 1o “normal . The smplovers
wore more realistic. They Knew thatl a
return 10 normsal’ menni breaking the

power of the working cluss and smash-

i The meass pickels, |1 ihe JR Aci
wioizid pol serve thal purpose then
some law had 1o be found that would.

by
Bob Pennington

I eirfy |
Ing workeds were clarged under the
VETS Conspiracy Acl with alleped
offences arming out-of the bullding
workers sirike which had tuken place
in Uhe siiminer oF 1982, The raling
clas intended Lo strengihen the
jevweer o Lhed coiirks Lo deal walh
stiik g workors. Thes
o e [ o0l moes n
thow workérs s 2 mescams of intims
pilalimg amd demoralising ol ber
workers faced with heving io chall-
enge Lhe law.

The arrests should have aroused 8
righly respusnse Thom Cha Lrade wnion
mevycangil. Pendubville had shown
Bevw Lo desl with seech ik Mo
such response was loriheoming

The leaders of UCATT and the
TGEWL wantod Lhe men Lo plead
fuilly Lo Uhe "|eser charpes”
awaull, obsiruction, efc.  hoping
Lhat the proscculom might drop
Lhe onnspiracy charges, The enlire
empleiss was on d fegal defence
gid The dnpm leaders slubhornly
resisted an open dircet challenpe
o the law.

HESITANT

T'he Cosnmunst Party, @ number
of whose members were being charpsd
ol first appesred (o be stranpely kesil-
anl aboul lunching a campaign.

Crver the Pentonville Five, there
wis wisléspread opposition to Lhe
i Acr. As soon 25 The dockers were
urrestad this oppostiion swelled over
inda & mass movament pulling in its

dlsn Pl

led oul 1o

STC WORKERS FACE LONG, HARD STRUGGLE ?

On Friday, 5 Movember ot Standard
Telephone & Cables Lid, NMew South-
mte, London, the worlers came
ool on strike fora substantial Jaim,
which includes the extension of
threstiokds, the abolition of special
women's grades and totzl equal pay
for women,

When the joint shop stewaris
commilige originally submitted
the claim, the management offercd
£3! In response fo this, the undons
threatenad a sit down until 8 new
offer was mude. Befom the sil-down
was dug [o-begin, the managament
rupidly came up with a new atfer.

This pea wlfer was dressed up to
lonk good, 6 30 for sermi-skibled
and £5.50 for skilled, Howewer, of
conrse, Lthe manmagement had done
nothing on the pay and arading of
the women, they had refused o
contloneg thresholds, and provoc-
atively, renaped on a previous agree-
ent; o pay Lhresholds throwghoul

173, 24 Shrewshury build-

the Penfomville Five. Factorics, docks,

hoto: JOHN STURROCK: [Repert)

chose Lhe latter courss,

It was therelore the small forces
af the revodutionary fefl, independ-
enl militants and groups of the CF
rank and file who had to mke up the
Shrewsbory case. [L was they wha
arganised awost of the speaking lumgs
for the Skrewsbury Defence Comm:
ittee. It was they who organised local

al the Shrewshary kads. The Communst Party refused to make their action the foces o
a national campaign, and imtaad cling anto the cost-taili of the trade union burasucrals.

wiake whole secthons of (he Irade
unpnn burcascracy . Even Lhe TLIC
hsd o anmanos 1l was calling a one
iday general sirike

The Commumnist Party could
ek by places iteelf at the head of
the rank-and-file movement becanse

even the trode union bureaucracy dare

ol oppose [hat sirggle

‘NORMAL"® LAW

The Shrowshury mrrests ware
different. It was nol the hated TR
Art under which the workers had
been chafped, nstead it was the
‘mormal” bourgeois law. The mass
of the working class were confusaed
on the issue, which meant that no
HLags SpoRianeous opposition o the
L8V Acl sprung up.

There was no movement which
the CP could ride. It cither bad to
come oul moopposition 1o the trade
union bureancracy and bepin the
independent crgamsation of Shrew-
shury Delence Committees, or rely

on pulling pressure on the trade wndon

lesiclers,

Because the CF saes the haildmg
of an alliance between wself und the
leade umioen amd Labowr [l as its
way to power in Britain it naturally

Al & mas meeting, this offer
wils unanimously rejected, and the
negalialing commitiee was manido
ted ro sk the manppement for s
better nfter by the next morning.
The management refused to budge,
sir the scone for the strike wis sot.
The managerment had uniil Tuee-
day o come up wilh something
bedter. I they didn’t, of if they
came ug with something which was
still inadequate, the workars at
ATC were to meet 2gain (o decids
whal 1o do next,

It ruighl s2em a forepone conelu-
sion that having struck: over the
aoriginal offer, there would be
further astian if the manapement
Failed 1o meet the demands of the
workers, However, al every stape,
the majority of shop stewards
have been reluctand io taks any
action whaticever, They have only
done so becavse 1o bave done anv-
thing els: would heve discredited

them in the cyves of the mass of

mictings, leaflebed faciories, pul ap
the posters on the building sites and
sl up the ocal Shrewsbury Delence

Commitiess. It was mainly because of
the revolutionary lefi and the Defence

Commillees that pickets nnd demon-

strationg were hald outside the couaris,

The CR ansious not bo ot itself
2dfift from the union burcoucrats.
refused (o wse its forces and its infl-

wence in Lhe |:|I||.hl:||‘|5 trade o organses

all-out sirike action on the sites. o
one would claim thst o read y-mads
mavement exiled av il did over the
Pentonville 5. But the CP refused to
fight for the building workers, most
af whom were educated over Shrows-
buary, a8 & spearhead for a tolling
sitike movesnent when the First

aof the Shrewsbhury lads wese impris-
anal. In facl they mhotped the
decision of the Birnttngham UCATT
shop slewards commities o do just
that.

BIG INTERVENTION

The CF had only staried to make
& big inlervention in the SRrewshury
Campaign when il heman to fear {hal
lack of involvement mighl mesn the
loss ol infloence to the'revolutionary
teft, But s inlervention was mads

slewards are waiting for & few more
crumbs from the managemant in
the hope thal they can per away
with selling out.

Historizally, there hos been
something very rotten in the ynions
al 510, There has been a Joong tradi
tion of racism at the factory, and
the ETE hae consciously been he
organising tocus for Lhis rocism.
Liftle wonder that the same shop
stevwards who a vear agn tried to
oppose the uperading of bisck wor-
kers, are today reluctant to fiehi
AgaLet Lhe oppresgion of women!

Im spite of this rght wing domi-
nation on the shop stewarde commi-
tter militants hove mapped oat o
vourss of action o initiate the clyim
and ter luke the steps already
described.

I is witadly impodtant that this
struggle is supporied throughoat
the labour moverment,

All messages of support to Dave-
Landau, Boeratary of the Joint Shap
. o o -

_____ R R S

* * * * Kk * * K * * K K K * * T ¥ * * * *

b

{INgH

working class—except nasty ones,

bankrupicy.

the first casualty.

for induscry,

for one purpase: tn stop any indep-
endent sction, and to make sure the
Shrewsbury Campaign did not come
into opén conflict with the bureauc-
rals.

LOST

The end product of this policy is
only oo edsy [oses, Warren and
Tombinstn went (o juil, They lodt
iheir appeals and have now gone
back to finish thelr sentenoes.

The failure of the CF 1o maant
4 réally svitemntic camipaign of stiike
nition heas helped the state to blunt
Lhe tight af the workers Lo OTEATSE
maiss pickets. Furthermore it has
meant fhat a real opporfenily Lo
ecdicads the working cles on the
necd Lo uppose o capitalist laws has
been by-pasaed,

AL lust weck’s Tally George Smith,
genoral sacretary of UCATT, made
it clear that be and hia righi-wing
exesulive have no intention of arg-
unising any mass movemnent Lo foree

ANOTHER BOSSES'
BUDGET

Fver since Latour first took office i 1924 ihe budeel of 115 respective
Chanealloms of the Exchegoer ave not held any surprises for the

Snowden, Cripps, Dafvon, Callaghan, efc. have all prostuced Tudgets
which hove haid as their aim the shoringe up of the capitalist system,
Healey's budget is pot vet in as we go to press, bul it will not be any
diTfereni,. Inleraslingly enough all the hyateria snd-innuendo about
‘Marzist influsnce in the Labour Parey" whilch was such a feature of the
press reporiing during the dection compaipn has now virlually stopped
2% fhe same press swiils Healey's budget,

Given the role of British social-democrucy asan important grop of
the capitalist syslerm in this country, we can be sure that Healsy will
offer a number of incentives (o the City, Price contrala will be relaxed.
Money will be doled out for industrics tottering on {he verze of

Whal her Healey uses the skeleton of 8 Maticnal Enterprise Boarid
{which might soothe the Tefi’ Tehunites) or Harold Lever’s Bank
st heme makes little differeace. Some of the more sophisticated indus
trialiste—like rhe tosses of ¥COF and British Leyland—doa't mind wader
what flog indusiry is boosted, provided that che prebloma of "cash-flos
are resclved, Mo matier how Healey trics to comer it up, this s going fo
be g Borres’ budeer, Tens of thousands of workers whio carvasged sod
worksd bor the Lahour Pasty in the |ast electiona, and the peopls they
conviieed, will react Indignaotly. The “sociul contract’ could well be

Aller all, Arivish capiralism & not going throvgh just any old cosis,
It s the most serious in i entire history, and Labour politicians who
seek soluticons Lo i al the expense of the working class will not be ensily
forpetien. The massive cuts in social expenditure (housiong, health,
educalion) are being made precigely in order to make resonrces available

Mptionalisniion of 1he leading indwetrlal monopolies, starting with
thivae that try to throw workers oul of jobs, would be a first step to-
warils denling with the crists in the interests of the working class bul
there won't sven be i whisper of thal in Healey's budget.

Those wha will erings with pain will not be the capitalisls, bot the
millions of workers already wagkng an uphill strugple to maintain theis
living standards. It is they who musi start to work oul plans for dolving
the crisla—for Labour’s plans are not for them.

US
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the Labour Government oo free the
Shrewsbury 2, Again the CP hove
resiricled the actions to token steikes,
a3 they hong.on to the coat tails of
the buresigcrats,

And ggair, Lhe CF solated a proup
of workers who did take all-out uno-
flicial sirike actiom — building workers
in Liverpool, whose decizion was ign-
ared by the Hormieg Stor und not
mide the foos of & patlonal canipakgn,
Thezir return to work for lack of supp-
ork cailside Liverpool wes of course
fully reported in the Star.

Cince again, the indtative falls o
those who are prepared Lo push ihe
strugele ['-::-rw.ard, e REirer wilyrr rhe
bureruensds do. [n every possible area
commitdess must be sel up o fight
for and organise indefinite strike
srtion to free Warren and Tomlinson,
It iz a hard task it will invalve a hard
and dilficult slog, bat it s mecessary
if the interests of the working class
are: ta be defended.

B
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~ FRENCH WORKERS GO
INTO ‘THIRD ROUND’

One of the speakers at the Red Weekly Rally last Friday was ALAIN KRIVINE, who stood as the
Trowkyist presidential candidate in the French elections earlier this year. Martin Meteyard inter-

wiewed him afterwards about the present situation in France,

Afier Giscard d'Estaing’s victory in
il secomd round of the presidential
ghections in May, you forecast a
*third round” in which the muss of
worien would move mio siruggle
ta achieve their demands. [t now
e fo have bepum,
e —

Y=, wnd there are basically thros
L T

First of sll, there i the question of
pcs imcreascs. [nllation is now ranning
ol m bewel of 15-20) per cent, one of the
hmpnesl e i Burogue.

Secondly, there is the question of
umempoy menl. Hundrods of mmall and
mediwr-aired Arms are now clasing
prly a3 resull ol coodil restrictions
imsposod by the Government, And in
e hig firms, more and mosn: wockers
&rn now being pul on short time, A maj-
writy of worken now understand thal
e jobes ame st sk,

Thirdly, the majorily of warkoms now
tebieve (hal there & o politice! solution to
the present orisis thirough the coalitian
Between the Commwnist and Socialisd
partem. Although this is parely an sectord
guopect, in the consciousness of the work-
ey at the presest stage il playve a corlain
e im pushing Torward and raising the
bevel of those max sinaggics,

———r

How have the Communist Party and
ihe trade union federation it domin-
sles, the CGT, reacted to these dey-
dopments?
RS TR e s e e
W iz important to recognise that Lthe
CF snd the OGT have chanpod e laciios
of mragge in recenl months. 1er sxample,
im the present strike of 4,000 postal
woriven there are Lthiee demandd s, all of
which arr complstely enaccepiable 1o the
cupiudinis

The postal workers are demanding an
myos-the-board monthly increase of 200
Penney [aboul E4 a weok]; 2 mindmum
meomikly wage of 1700 francs (£33 per
woik |, which is fatally impoessible for
the Ccovernment; and ihe incorporation
o 100, D080 auxiliary workers inlo the
repular workforce - which the Govern-
mend can L agres (o wilhout being, [oeced
to dio the same For the teachers and all
the ather growps in the public soctor
wisere this sysiem operates

The CGT and the CF contimie to
mpporl these demands and ploy a leading
part in this strike. Ondy later will they
ey 10 the workers: “You have seen with
your own eyes that we have fought os
hard w5 posgibbe, bul as vou can sec the
Lewummienl won'l agnoe te oar demamts.
Howeyer, it ir the Governmend &0 we
will have to negniiaie apin with iL" And
ihea oy will lower the demansds

Bat at the same time they will explaim
that the only sobution now i poltriesl —
that the workers Bave (o dedeal this CGov-
smmenal, and then prepare [or elections,
And it is clear that though thers will be
some discontented demenits, the CF
won'l appear to the ourrees os having
sald-aut — because they are able to pui
farward this political salution al the same
time s they betray the economic streggle,

It's lkcly now that they il put fo-
ward the e of 8 ose-day gemeral strike
in France, s a way of showlap that ey
are peady (0 fighl. Bot when it's onfy one
day, then when the day 2 over thai’s that
S0 AF ther is a one-day penemi striks
prohably ot the end of November — we
will Oght for ils cantinuotion,

There seems to have been increasing
tension between ibe fwo major
pariies in the Uinion of the Lef

the Commuist Party and the Social-
id Party — in recent months, What
lies hehin this?

The project of the Union of the Left
renkasng e same, bul [hess tensiom
moluect the difTerent rature of those (we
nparties, | her lmka with the working class
arg of m EilTenent nalure.

The Communiat Perty is recognesed by
Ihe working cias it & workers party; b
now has to explain by Lhe boargeoisie thal
it s nent ghout to nueke the revolution, that
thire i B feason to be almikd of lelling
thiem dnta the Gevernment, and so on. Thai
i why they are now making « right tumm {if
that™s possabie), trying 1o Uk wp with the
v lists wilh the c2ll for @ kind of noieg-
nal umicin,

Fap the Socialnt ey, howerer, (he
problem & the apposile. Thur gemoral
meliability has long heen accepred by the
bourgeoliee, bl dnoe the war ey have
pover had amy real implangadson in the
warking class

5o they've now adopied o *toll” lang-
uzge and progrmmme which serves ane
Enaediale i Lo baild the pactly o the
working class. Then they will be able o
sy [0 (he bourgeoizie. "now we ang
useful to vou as well as relmble, hecousz
we hgve influence in the workiog class’,

The curreni dispute between the CPF
mndl the 58" & really a Tubse one. Since
they adhere 10 the sgme programme, the
LF fas bo Fiod some olher way of teking
ils distance. Hut what's very funny i that
whzn (b CF Lalks aboul the 8P possibly
betraying the comimon programme, iF's
the keIt and ol Use dght of e SP thal
they attack. They say: ‘Some peaple in
ihe 5F arc tafking sboet eovialism and so
o We don't agree with this, All that's
PRy & Lo apply the Coammon jimdyper-
mmme — and na mare”,

We've talked guite a hit about the
prowing strike wave, but we kavea’t
&0 tar mentioned another importeni
development in the cliss struggle in
France — the emergence of 8 move-
menil in the army.

O course iL"s nommal for revelutionaes
o intervene in the army, eapecinily when
i's a consceipl momy. 1t's abso lnked ta the
prusent pofitical stuation - the expenence
of Chile shows once agaln that yoeu have 1o
sfart work in the army before there is 2
revolutiomary sitmotion ar a big apsures
of the masses,

S0 we launched this petition - which
was jusl aboul elementary democratic
rights, but hecaase even sa it wes <L
illegal it hed & fantaslic subversive impacl
Thiz pelition has mow been signed by
i, MK} conscripts and same KOs, and
adsn some career soldicri.

We abso called on the soldiers to
arganize themselves in underprosnd
GHmEtiees an thi basis ol this platfoom.
These cammittess now exist in many

brpmckes. O course :hﬁ dan't involve

CONFERENCE ON ARRICAN LIBERATION
e EE———,——— L ————————  —— — — —————

THE Commiltee for Freedom in
Mozambique, Angola and Guine
ICFMAG) is organising a natioso)
defegnte conference in London on
T December nnder the tille “Portug.
&se” Africa: Liberation and After’.

The organisers av: "The confer-
ence will be Jooking ar the process
of decolonisation and the current
situation throughout Souctiern
Abrca. There iz dlsag g session spec-
ifically dealing with the role and
strategy of multi-national corpor
stions and Brtish Imperialism.., we

masny soldices bocaseil's vory dangerans,
lut as the dersirals of dhese compettes
are democtatle demards, thes are able

fo have a muss influence whencver they
CrgRNEE aetions.

Thal explains whit happenod iy Drag-
wiman, when a4 a result ol the aclivity
af such o committee vou had & demsitral-
poey f 3000 soldicrs in the slroels.

As Tar the CF, they have now been
fowcod B0 lasmh Lhoir own pedition in the
army, which is Tor the domecretisation ol
the areny, dn auppor of ths Unioo of the
Lefl, and 3o on,

Bul they bave i beea dalflanked o
bal, teccawmss the quostian that is now
ramed i ihe i-.'||.llf|'H|II'¢|J|:I-\.II| af the sald-
1eE it Uhe bartckd This asn't st alll accept
sblc ta the CF, which says that all inc
iTicery maisd b Eersuaded (o g i
Umion ol the Lelt, and sccept the commaon
programamye, and thet we miss] gvoid eny
divisiom boiween (he comséripd sedibcrn
and the oficors.

Nt of course there gre many young
P izl who signed (he arigitas
pelilion and are now ready te build arder-
grondd cammittees ard thinps like thar,
e e ]
Mext month sees the founding cong-
ress of & new organisation of the
Fourth Infernational in Frunee, the
Front Communiste Revolotionnaire
(FCR — Revolutionary Commumnisi
Fromt). Could vow sy why this is

s0 importuni ¥
=3 =

Yoes, we have now resched @ now
shape in building tha party. We'rne mo
langer o grauplet of shudents and high
selkoolers. Wi ars new boginning to e
1 peal implastation in the working class
Thal™s car main dgim. 5o naw we have to
l\.h:I.'IL'I.' out whiole method ol working Lo
tako acomnl ol {his and transform the
arganisation inte & real workers” orpan-
LI GTE

Secandly, this means we cannagd he
satisfied with the genecal palitical answ

Threa reembers of tha Argentinian
PET la sympathising orpanisation ol the
Faurth Intermational] were shot dead by
armed fascist gasgstors in Buernios Sires
last wingk.

Jizan Carkos Miswas, 23, wes o rank
and file trads union delegate [squivalens
af & shop steward| of vhe Mestle factory,
whibe Auban Dario Bossas, 20, wis »
membar & the PST vouth organisation.
Tha third wictim, Cesar Robles Urquiza,
wn oo of the PET's delegates to il
Tenth Werdd Congrass of tha Foairth
Intarnatians in February,

Thu attacks wore chrrisd out by tha
Argentine Anti-commumnist AiHance
[AAAL & nscist group with polics links
vitio hawie bsen operating with impunity
tad tha last year thraughout the eauntry
Only recently they killed a well-known
bettowing leader, Silvia Frandiri.

Up till nowe noi a single foscist thieg
has been arrestad. On the contrary, the
palice havo been en-ordinating actiorm
designasd 16 créevte o wiichhuni atmosp-
larein the maln indusirial centres of

the enumtry.,

ers wo gave in the nest, Now we g
lorced (o give concrede ropcaals Por

the strugghs in the erm ol demands,
lorma of argaidsalicn o Lhe stnupple etc.

Sa the discusslon we are laving
Trie grond twe main questians: anahss
ol ibe present political sinzation; and a
dethnde an what kind of crmnizatian we
afe ablempling to baild, and the kinds of
mass campaigms we shoald prafect

Begause tha dabate 5 listeresting and
theote s no danger of a split, we have
devided for the Gest Gme to make il
puabdic, Each wook in onr paper Socee
there are twa papes sl aside for the
leadencies (n this discassion where
they can cxplain their positions fo the
vanzuard,

The inpact of this hes been veey poed,
and {he Stalindses are even & Hile ofrard
- the-conseqguences. “Yaw must have a
split’, they say, “wtheradse vou couldn’t
possibly have such a dehate”, Soin this
wap ware piving a real exanple ol how
demacrafic centralisin can operats in an
erganisation, amd we think this & very
Impariant in educating the working class
ubout the value of workers’ domoorzoy,

=

Franco lashes out:
Solidarity
committee set up

ALL ACROSS SPAIN the hosecs

hope that delegates Trom all sections
of the labour movement and from all
alher orgniaiions who have Supfor-
ted the compaign ppinst Portugese
colonialism and che collaborationiat

CHRIS BALFOUR

rolz ptayed by Britain will be present
il Che conference so as 1o lapd hese
diszussions to g conceets and realistic
tasds for aclio.

Mans For butlding the conference werd
diecuased ar a-Matkangl Yeorksbhop ol the

e
have heen laonching attacks un

militant groops of workers, des-
igned to brenk their new spirdl of
strugple,

In Batcelona, 18 000 workers
in the Seat car factary. and 2000
workors fram five cextile and mach-
ine-goci factories hnve been Jocked-
otl for staping partial scrikes.

*in Madrid, 1000 workers wha had
cooupied two girplone Tocrores hawe
seen lorcibly evicted by armead
police.

*Workers [rom the Fasa-Rensult
factory in Yalladalid, have been
fired for lawnching a one-day sirike,
28 hawe workers Crom o machine-tocl
faclory in Biscaia.

“This new nffensive oy the hasses
amiveed i rive .

CIMAG o 2 Movembar, altonded by
lacul groaps from Keele, Marcheater,
O dond, Birmingham and Lomdon.

Che workshop alsd discussal the geed
ler vemiinuing medical md ta the farmer
Portuguese territarios, ool the possibiZily
o halding a lokhy af ths manch's Laboug
Party Cenference 10 ke up Labour's
nokicv towards Sauarhizrn Afrken.

Furtes deladls ol the conlerers: pnd
applications for delgate credeniids can
he abenined feoen: CFMAG, 12, Little
Mawperl Street, Longdan 'WiC2H T1)

(tel QE-TI£-9541 ),

o ey LT e A B e o

FASCISTS MURDER

ARGENTINIAN MILITANTS

Far instanee, haadguiriars of the CPF
ard PST have been raided and aetiviass
im the CF affbes wara vicicowsly attacked.
Dy of the CF members, Tia Clalla
Hidalgo, dind as 4 resuly of the beating
the received at the hands of tbhe polica

Tha growiih of fascist oaganisstions,
thair links with the state apparas, and
the sharp Fight-wing tum of Peronem
which was fully carsummaoted with tha
acceszion te powar ol lgabel Peron, are
#ll indhcations of the decisive Banibes
wihiichi lex ahaael.

Dhamocratic rights in Angentina are
not gaing to e protecied by corstant
appiali and axharstions to the Peronist
burgsucracy, but by populsrising ansd
imitioting veorkers' eall-clafunce guards
nnd commitides of sulf-defence in the
working class localities

Apart fram aetually smyving the e
of miliiants of all the warking cles
eripEnisations, these united front defance
groups could feach the brosd masses
T4 thad betrar e cisie willl have to e
Foaugit in the noar futsra,

L —— ——————e

ef the fghbwing in te Gavernmest, and
makes cleat the dedermination of the
Spalaish ruling class (o rothlesly repness
ol warkers’ itrupgres

A Coanmiteee of Solidasity witk the
struggles of the: Spanish working clos
agamnzt the repressive Francao regime bas
boen st up in Londan in respionss b
a call from Spanish militan (s in Britsin,
The feunding meetingof the Cammities
whe allended bor teprosentatives from dhe
Litbernaticnal Socialists, Interma onal
Murxist Cereup, Salidarity, Assacintion of
Lomemunist Warkers and the Labour Party
Young Anclalists.

At th: meeting the Spanich militants
I-'Z"l.r:l.l“l.ESL'Il cheir coneem abnar the ince
casifg mepression i Spain, especially tae
savRps tneatment of political prisoners,

The Conmmiites discwssed e need
ta Bk o campripn of salidarite amanese
Lritish warkars 1o support ard assise the
strupbes in Apain as they develop, and
sereeil o produce an mfacmation bulletin
Pailblicdsing the Ixrest develapmicals,

The Committes naw plans i hald
woskly mectitgs. A parmanent venue
b net you been fixed, huar aarone
vmitle deesils of meeting ot firther
infermation skould concnes S Mo,
r5ecoviury of the Spiriss Salidaricy
U iriees ot Id - 380 1 400
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st g e L o L ” ‘It’s like a giant chess game, but none of the pieces ever go off
T miflion by 8.2 per cent of the dwelingi | wfg w the board — they just get moved around.’
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S5 b ik e «mh _ Heusing Action Committee member on the Salford housing pakicy.
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. mﬂmwiﬁﬂmﬂdwﬂﬁn jﬂﬂ ?ﬁ ninty dweilings for sale '
- on the market. At the ssme time that hous i:wi mmﬁﬂwa mﬁﬁﬁﬁwwmm
ﬂ%ﬂwsmﬁ@*mmmﬁmmﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁﬂﬁi a;@iﬁ*@w percent
mﬁﬁtm 1972, -::i?:r::;:z:f:::::=<<~iz:z::z;;m : a0

‘Eor millicns of people ﬁwnﬁmkwﬁﬁ ‘:4:'3
Hﬁmﬂwwﬂmﬂm fights for its own soltution to the Hous

L m ...... ] i .-c:-:-c++?+:<.Efz?;;f:i::ffv:.,? i : .
The aim ﬂf‘tﬁiii‘?ﬁﬁﬂ'ﬂﬂﬁﬂf '&mm&;i 10 digcuss what s_ﬁg& ass minement can take , ;
mwimmﬁtm ution 1o the orisis in housing.: = 3 it iaEuasiin :

That's how areas like Salford's Lower Broughton have been descr-
ibed. One third of Salford’s housing has been officially condemned

-“'-'\--ﬂ--ﬂ--h e

as ‘unfit for human habitation’, as was Lower Broughton almaoxt 10
vears ago, Yet B0O families suli have to live theral
Last week BBC TV's ‘Man Alive’ programme gave the Lower

Broughton residents a chance to speak out. This is what some of
them had to say:

in Europe

1My sons have to sleep with me: two at the bottom and one at the top

with me. They sleep there to keep warm at night time. I can't leave

them upstairs in the cold. One is 14, one 12 and one 9., It's not

right but it has to be. The Gnrparatian don't have tc lie in the
bed and worry that my children might be eaten alive by rats.!

¥t

‘For the last twelve months, every night from 9 o'clock till 11 o'clock bricks
B e thrown at the door all the time. We can’t ever leave the hbuuse tugether- Hal-
idays are nil. We used to go away for 15 days every year , but now we're too

B frightened to go, We've not had a holiday for three years.”

Ratired railway man, Bill Morristn and his wife Edna. They are the anly

in habitants in an otherwise emply TETTace,
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“You come home and vou sit here at night on your own while the kids go out and
play in the strects, You fook around, and you think “How did 1 ever come down to
things like this ?™ ..

_ Margaret Hinging, divarced mother ol vhrae, She hat lived In L|.:|w-;:r Broigh-

ton for B years, and her elactricity has bees cut off for the past 6 manths,

Recausa of damp only ber kitchen and Hwing room ane usakale,

‘We've got to wail uulll the conncil decide they are going to move us, If the
couneil said to me: *you can go into standard-property with hot water and a
bath™ 1 would definitely pay 1!1:‘: rent arrcars. But while they say to me: " You'll
stay in swbstandard property”, they've got no chance al all. I'm not bringing my
kids up to live like thisand to know this all their life.”

Lilly Parker, wife of a builders' labourer, and mother of sevan. They were
moved into Lower Broughtion 4 years ago — it was their second slum hieusa,

The Parkérs were ong of 88 wenants who took Salford councl to court and
ahrained an order reguiring therm teo carry out repairs. The council has apgr
aaled the decision. p

Last surnmer one of the Parkers' childran was injured when an upstasrs
window — which thay had contineally asked to be repaired — fatl out of its
frams and struck her an the head,

1 knew it would be bad here but 1 thought “its my own house™, | went to use
the todler, and there were no pipes, Pve reported that Lo the -;.uuuul seven Lines
and they've not come to fix it

‘What I'm waorried about is the baby. | can hear the rats scratching at night,
Thev've vnly gut to gnaw through that wood, and that'll be it,

"The council think “you're an unmarried mother —we’ll shove vou where we

“A lit of lads go in through the rafters and just go in and rob the houses.. Lme
night there was sume rupe hanging down from the ceiling and 1 was culling it,
because she wanted a skipping rope, and it just blew up- it was electric wire..,
You got nuthing to do, do you, you've gol lo go into these huuses,

LL

want ta shove you™, They give vou no choice becanse vou're on your own with

i baby. But until they mend the toilet, lve no intentions of paving my renf’, %
o . - . 1 r3 -

Pat Cook, an unmarried mother recently moved fntoa rat-infasted Ldwar - Lower Broughton kids, whose ‘playground’ is the mare af condemned holses.

Broughion houwse e
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They call it
‘Alcatraz’

MOSS SIDE ix s band new housing estate in Manchester. When it was built
three years ago it was supposed to be a ‘planners dream’. But instead it has
twrmed out to be a tenants” nightmare.

Local residents have o nick name for one df the blocks of flats that pretty
much sums up how they feel about the place, They call it *Alcatraz’.

Ferhaps a5 many as three-quarlers
of the women who live on the estate
have been driven to dependence on
‘tranguiliser’ drogs.

And it"s no wonder, Hawing to
spend their days among the vermin,
disrepair and poor social Tacilties of
these ‘concrete bog huts”, as oo
Moss Side Neighbourhood Council
placard describes them, would he
enough to drive anyene (o despair

Perbaps thai's the reason why Cor
poration officials can't believe that
these people have any fight left in
them, and why the old ery of “oul-
side agitalors’ was raised when Moss
Side tenants statied to fight back,

Certainly, the Corporation didn’t
hesitate to resort to the classic irck
of "blaming the victim', According
to the Housing Manager, the plague

of bugs on the estate has nothing to
do with the construstion of the
houses, but is caused by the purchase
of second-hand furndture - and thus
enlirely the faull of the tenanis them-
sedves! Similarly, if ane of the local
Labour councillors is io he helisyed,
it i nol the houses themseives that
are a fire-risk (even though two lormy.
loads of siraw were Lzken from the
walls of a house which an official
Corporstion report admitted had
been 30¢% gulied in just seven mintes )
but the polystyrene that is used in
modern furmiture

When these “subtle’ methods of
l_r_-.rinz to prevent any organised re-
aisEance by the tenants to had hous-
ing fxil, the authoritiss have no
qualms about falling back on open

JOHM STUMNROCE | Mesori)
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repression. The latest case was when
a peaceful ‘pramcade’ of women and
children was viciously set upon by
the police,

The Maighibowrhood Council then]
sponsored § meeting between Moss
Side's tenants and their ‘repressntat-
ives” on the Manchester Council, La-
bowr councillors Fadpett {vice-chair-
person of the howsng commiiies)
and Talbot faced 60 irate tenants
who spelt out their message loud and
and clear: *We want rehowsing mnow’.

The lenants told them that the
Muoss Side flate are dangerous (a fire
prodection officer has described
them as a “fire hazard'), vermin-inf-
ested (Padgetl admitted that Nats
uznally had to be fumipated two or
three times—in lact one woman has
had her flat sprayed [2 times?), and
unlealthy (lenanls described how
flocding in one flat seeped down
through the walls and light sockeis
through all the flats below, right
down 1o the ground floor),

Faced with such overwhelming
evidence, councillor Padgett cop-
fessed: “The flats on the whaole are
not suitable, due to their constroe-
tion, fora family’, (In other words,
5% of Moss Side's tenants are in-
adegquately housed —singla people,
presumahly, being ireprool, water-
proof, immube to vermin. )

But the councillom refused Lo
suppart the demand for immedi-
ate rehousing This beat they could
ofler was Ual they would think
about if.__in four years' time!

By this time the tenants were
fed up to the tecth, and the fol-
lownmg resalulion was adopded:

‘If the elected representatives
of the Moss Side counacillors do not
support the demand, and press fod
irnrmesliate rehowsing for the Moss
Side tepanta, then in the nexl coun-
cil elections the tenante will not
wole for the Labhour eouncillors bl
will, instead, stand their own candi-
dates

They alss resolved to fight any
aliempts at victimisations {through
arrests or attempls al eviction) and
to step up the fight until victory =
achieved.

Some suppart has alrendy baen
fortheoming from outside the estate
especially from local students, whe
have also been engaped in strupsles
O%eEF dccofnimadalion, i

Moves are also under way to make
conbact with other fenants and resi-
dents proups. Ther is 2 precedant
lor thiz, At the time of the Housing
Finance Actl, when the Laboor-con- |
trofled Corporation showed *grear e-|
sponsibuity' wnd capitutated to the
Tory law. the Grester Manchester
Tenanls' Federation came into being
and extendive renl sirikes fonk piace
throwgbioul the city,

I'he capitalist ayvatem &5 unable
b mcet the smmgiesl needs of work-
ing prople. Instend it is crealing
‘Moz Bides™ and 'Lower Broogh-
terns” from ome end of the coun-

Ley 1o fhe other.

Hur it is plso creating millions of
discontented lenands and warkens
who, if they stand up and stand un-
sted, cun forcibly wring their eighis

Jrear-ndd unmarried mother wha has z

out of the copitaliste’ pockets,

Islington and Clay Cross are bath Labour controlled councils,

The Islington coamcillors were so devoted 1o capitalism that they
decided to implement the Tories’ Housing Finance Act. Now they are
dumping the burdens of London®s howsing crisis onto the hacks of the
workers and tepants. Clay Cross Councll, in contrast. was devoled (o
the working people who elected it. They have have esmed the hatred
of everv capitalist, every ruling class hack. and every traitor to the
workers’ movement for their couragesss stand. As the social problems
thrown up by the capitalist crisis mount higher and higher this is the
chobce that every elected representative of the worker’s movement will
face: to follow the road of Clay Cross or the soad of Islington.

A tale

of two councils
ISLINGTON

lslingron hizs mare homeless p=ople than
any acher borsaps in London &nd i
treaty dhoem Llike dirk

Most councili—eyen Labowecantoml-
Iz pnes liee ldimptom —expect the hame-
bz o coowd an cher Dellics and be grate-
ful fer pny miseeabsle hole-in-the-aall that
the authagitics are prepared to give them

That is why they hate squatters =0
much - hecsuse squatisrs act on the ‘sab-
versive' idea that people are entitled 1o
decent bhousing ay o ekt

Blingtom is ame of many boreaghs
that have declared war on squatbers.
A5 part of this pelicy, perfectly gond
lscdases and Macs which have besn aken
oweT by the: council and aro awaiting e
develapment” are ‘garted’, Floor boards
arg cipped up, toikets emashed, wnd wie
dows and docas sealed with corrugnted
iron. The aim of thess oreies of destruc
tiom 15 to pecvent squatiers cooupying
15 proporties

In many cassa atleonpis hove heen
inads o “pul’ properties which ane ac -
ally inhabited by sguaticre But recent
I3 the Islington Council has reaclsed an
all-tigne o dhew have faken 10 gaitng
Jouses which are oocupied by honoless
familizs placed there &y tke cowencdl anid
iy revef o it

"TERRIFY NG

The Fuardion moported o typical case
ol dhis laxt week. Swaan Willlanid 3 8 23

CLAY CROSS

(H 2l the cowncils which apposed the
Hawsiapg Fingneg &t e ploce ol honaar
cloarty poes to Clay Crass.

The Clay Uross councitlors lought a
camipaipn which lasted just over rwa
woard, And wlal g contiast it provades
with ths zotions al ather Labrur-zonival

hip disorda, and requires the wse of ceul-
ches toowalk, Twa voars ape she was evicl
ed Tram & syusl, and maved by lgington
cowncil inta an unoscipisd 3al, for ohich
she pays 150 2 wenk,

On Monday 4 hovember, lslioeton’™s
giting souad padd & visit e the house in
whieh ber Nzt s wtuated, She told the
Lepiittction: “The fizat | knew oF e gt
was whes | sgw o demaolition wan aurside,
| bz Ul snashing af glose a8 one of
them got in Ehrough 3 basemenl window
anil then Ehenrd sher dpping wp doar
bizards They twoweht T was a squatber nnd
100k Lhe daar aff the only foikzr [was
cernilyine,’

Tl pulling aperacions nre Garricd
oul by lump laboay hadding coilescions
wlie are nodorious Dor their chuegish
isthads, Just recently a mem b of
the slington law centre wha dared 1o
201 io their way was punchad in the Feoo

This is the sorc of barbarity thot a lacal
coilne] Sy b stoop ta once ir decides Lo
iry amif faisk capiralian s hoasing crisis an
to-ihe backs ol the working elass




ko councils!

In Clay Cross the councillory took
their responsbilities to e warking peo-
ple who slectod them (for the Laboar Po-
riy burcaucrata, fow scriousdy | Ulay Crom
decided that it was ool poing 1o implemeni
the proviions of (he Housing and Fimance
Act mo matter what presares were broag
hit- 1o bear and it reslsted dight 61 e very
eml,

If Laboar copncils e and down ithe
couniry had faflowed thair exampbe, the
Act would have been o dead better and the
Taores compefled (o retrel from eeir on-
slaipht on tepanls

The Chy Cros counsil, apart frem e
using to charps [ncreased mois, carmied oat
other mmsires in the same vein,

This council, in stanling contras Lo
maogl Labour councild, dished cul Gec
midk [o sehookchildoen, employed ex-
miners on workars sacked afler partick-
paling i strikes, disiribuied free TV sels
o cld-age pensionses, and incroxsed the
imoney availabic for old people’s wandens
It moguiarly orgnised meetings where §i
discussesd and defended its actiony, and
thets miined Lhe support of the entire
Lo

RIGHT WING

That is why the Labour ity righi-
wing has boon 36 hoalile bo the acthons of
the (lay Croas 1]

While not daring to launch a frontsl
ansull on the coureil, Environment Soc-
redary Anthony Crosland has ponedbhe
bt e lviscd 1 ML the serchirges levied
agingl the caincallor.

Inntead he has arpued 1hat the Labour
Pariw and irde unions showld leunch a
speciad fund drive, Why? Because it the
expinple af the Clay Cross councilllars
caupht on, i would ssriously embarrass
the Labour Gowernamonl, and all these
who ane Irying to make the wotkers pay
for capbtalism's crisls.

Puter Heathfield, the Derboyshire Area
secretary af the MUM, told Red Weckly

I am exlremely concemmed at this
hackpeddiing by the Labour Gavesnment,
Iy are openiy faating the decision
taken by the 1973 Labour Party confer-
ence, Are They now saving that the Hous
ing Finanee Act should hawve been socepl-
ed hy the Labour Governoment?

Former Clay Cross councillar Daavid
Skinner has appealad to constiiuney
Labour Parties and Lrade unions not ta
Pl & sngle penny indo the cofferes of
[ BLate.

The fight over Llay Uross is nol over,
and further oxplosions can be eapecied
al the Labaur Party conference in & few
weeks' time,

il
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SINCE FEERUARY the Labour
Government has forked out
abouted £850million to try to
‘stimulate’ more housebuilding.

It certainly needs it! Despite
an increase in homeléssness —
there were over 15,000 home-
less families in London last
year, a third more than the
¥ear previous — private house-
building is at its all-tirme fow
for the past 10 yvears.

This is pecaus? if is not housing
need that decides whether the prop-
erty bovs are going to build of sot,
but profirabilicy. As recent figures
show, profits in the building in-
dustry have been falling off, and
it this which explains the total
failure of the indusiry 10 meetl
the country’s housing needs,

London Brick Company's

profits fell fram £5.6 miliion in the
first hall of last year to £1 million
in the same half of Us year, British
Land made a logs of £398 000:
Stock Converdon and Investment
Trust's profits were down (rom
L1,784,000 net to £1,789 D00:
Wimpey's cut down their howse
bwiltding by 25 por cent on lasi vear's
total, anid inersaged their profit by
investing their cash elsewliere,

BRIBING PARASITES

I'his makes clear the meang of
Labour's foan of £500 million to the
building societies and £350 million
eranl to local authorities bo stimulate
more budlding. 11 amovnta to litlle
mte than using the taxpavers’ money
to bribe these anti-social parasites of
the private building industry to incre-
use Lheir outputl?

The homeles aren'l the only ones
te suffer from these cuthacks by the
buibding tycoons, Aeilding warkers
now expecl unemploy menl in the
il sty to pe up to 00,000 this
winter.

The solution is mod Lo hand out
mare cazh (o these moncy baes, but
id b be found in the oppesite dircel-
ion, The building indvsiry musl be
tuken out of privale hands (and let's
not talk ahout compensation 150
Years of profit making is more than
chdugh compensation), s placed
under the control of the working clas

All new bullding should be planned
by the organizutions of working
people themselves - the people wha
have the maost toogain by abnlishing
homelessness and unemplormeant.
That’s the way to st ahoul salving
the housing crisis,

RENTS

Labour's *lreere” on rents s ulseo
totally inadeguate for fhe g job thal
needs doing on the kowsing prohlem,
This “frecze’ comes after & period
during which rents rose even fister
thao olndr elementa In the cosd of
liwing. Kead reduciions are aeeded,
neven mind 4 Troexe’;

Bur how cea rents be reduced oo
level that working poaple can afford,
when even a tempasary rent Freeze’
hars landlerds elosing down thed
rented propercy and salling to mor:

HOUSING

POLICY

How can council rents (now scan-
dalously high in some areas — £30
wioekly for four bedrooms in *caring’
Camden) be brought down, when
this sum hardly covers the (nlerest
on the money the council borrowed
to build the dwelling?

LAND

Labour's election manifesto prom-
ised to nutionalise development land

and &nd “the expensive disgrace of
land speculation”,

Bul, as the recent Government
white paper Lond makes clear, the
fine print in this pledge reads rather
differently.

Bosically, Labonor's scheme
i b have local councils by yving

up lamnd that the present owners
want to sl at “existing nae value
(i.e. not what it might be worth
if plans for development — Build
ing offices of homes on il - are
allowed for)l,

The couneils would then sel)
thiz land o the developers ot mrark-
ef dafur,

The Labour mopesals would
thus cloge the door to the private
properiy racketeer, only to apen
it apmin to Lhe capitalist stats,

Land will conlinue to change
hands at market prices, and tenants
will continue to pay rents based on
those prices. Home buyers will also
hawe to pay the market price for the
land on which their house has heen
budle,

Mor s there any reason to believe
that the profite made by the stati-
Lurmed-speculator will acorue to the
benefil of the working class, Like
all "public’ sconomic operations of
the capitalist state, chis one will be
used fo subsidise the capitalists.

FINANCE HOUSES

Apart Irom the expropristion of
all rented housing, tomether with o
aeeded for developmeni, the working
clase wedil have bos turm its atienlion to
Lha Honanciz! instilulions, The banks.
mortgsge companies, and buoilding
societices hold both nrivare and counel
bitilkling in & stranetehold,

Cine of the reasons that tent s 5o
high is because af the anarmons
amounts of inferedt that ate sxcted
by the finance howses on capdial mads
avdllable for building.

Thess institetions mustbe broughl
under the control of workers orginis
alions, = that thelr dccomuelated
weslth can be aui to pood usa.

Thie morewe ehoii B Fa fr e rmd s

working people, according to a dem-
ocratically decided plan, in essential

building such as housing, schools nnd
hospitals,

PARLIAMENT

Huw can such sweeping and nece-
S8ary measures be carried through?
The nature of those messures that
the Labour Government is able to
legislate in Parlament for im plemen-
tation by the state machine already
give some indication of the useless-
ness of depending on Parliament and
the slate apparatus oo salve the proh-
lem.

These bodies were created by cap-
italism in order to pretect private
property. l'o sofve its housing proh-
Lems the working cluss has to attack
private property and privilese, ool
collaborate weich i,

Mo wonder, tnen, that the Libour
mensures described above, sucl as
Lapour's claim oo be tuking develop-
inent il into “public’ ownerhip,
are ot at all what they may at first
appear Lo be,

&0 what 15 the purpose of Labout’s
proposals? In pace, of course, they
reflect the impact inside the Labour
Purty of the strupple against the
Tores” Housing Finance Act pare-
1cularly around Cloy Cross-—as well
a5 2 howt of local housing strugsles
in Britain's deciying cities,

But thelr niain significance is as
part of Labour's answer to the grow-
ing militancy of recent veara—the
socinl contract.

In an effort to dampen down
wages milicancy, and so rake the
heat off the capicalist class, the Lab-
nur leades Bave been forced o orn-

K A ALl P T

s
ol
4

mise 3 wide variely of social retorms
relating fo howsing, education, the
health aervice, equal opportunities
for woanen, and 50 oa—in retum for
“woluntary' wage restraint,

This has some short-term o dvan-
tuges for them. It cnabbes them,
instance, to- portray thase siriking
for pay incresses as salfish and
preedy—"We are fighting for soclal-
imm, but all you want 8 more mon-
ay’,

But in the losger term it can only
backiire in their faces. This emnphas-
i8 o the "social” elde of (he contract
will tend to open up a debate on
such questions in the bread ranks of
the labour movement, And the utter
inadeguacy of the Labour Governs
ments’ propozaks here make it pos-
gible to begin very quickly the fight
for an elternative programme.

EVICTIONS

The way ahead lies in developing
thoas struggles that workers them-
sebves have already begun to take up
—for instance, the strugple against
oll evictiond, such as those being plan-
ned by the Labour-controlled Greager
London Council against 250 squatiens
nd {enants in Maida Hill.

If swecesclul, these evictions will
involve the wanton destructions of
dwellings and other amenities 1o
make way for ‘redevelopment”
schemes which have never been dis-
cussed or agread to by the local work-
ing class or lenants.

This alsn means taking up vigor
ously the defence of those artacked
by the property speculatars, auch
a8 the lslington tenants who have
be=en hauled before the courls Tor
picketing the premises ol =state
agents Prebble & Co, And it must
tmclwde solidarity with homeles
prope and students who occupy
(o7 their own use, good houses Teft
shamefully empty inall our major
cilies,

WAY FORWARD

Home tade wihion members are
already beginning to asmociale hem-
selves with tenanis and squattors.
Recently, local firemen refused to
colipborate wich the police in an
eviclion 1n Camden 1own, London,

Howewer there is much Ca g
ing and organising to be done before
there will be sufficient unity and
dgleement on the necessary measures
e, forward in this article
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Pickets and

barricades
at St Pancras

In Angast 1959 the United Tenants
Associgtion in the London borough
of 5i. Pancras =ei in motion the hig-
et mss rents stroggle since the end
ol the war.

O 29 July the new Tory majorily
el Lhe Counctl imfroducesd a differ-
entml rents scheme which would have
Soubled or in some cases even Lrebied
EnEting renis.

WILDFIRE

Dpposition and resentment 1o the
Teary rent scheme spread like wild-
Bre. Commitiee: of (enonts were set
wp I every biock. More than 25 ten-
mmty” gmsociations were form ed, and
ol sffilimted to the UTA.

iU | Sepiember, 4 000 {enants
Beoaged the streets of 5t. Pancras
= & muledong procession from Ken-
il Town to the Assembly Rooms
ai 51 Pencran Town Hall,

Sasses of prople were imvolved
om 8 day-do-day baam. Al one time
e UTA were sending out as many
m &} women every nighi banging
oa ithe councillon” doom. They abso
put out leaflets up to three imes
» el

The rent scheme was supposed
to et on 4 January 1960, In the
ety sixpes B0 per cent of the
4200 tenants affected withheld
Eheir imcreases. The chief Tory
spoerman, Councillor Prior, went
frastic and warned that .. 'unless
there are speclal clreumstances o
temant who gets in orrears 35 linkle
1o be evicted.'

A8 January wenl on the pumber
of tenants witholding the increases
Sumpdd. Some of the lacal Labaooar
Farty leaders amongst the tenants
crawled sfomg Lo the rent office and
paid their rents—a mowe given mix-
imum publicily by the press and the
Tonies

FIGHT

The tenanis decided to fight the
ewiction threal by concenimting the
struggle around two tfenants. CHher
rent strxers paid up their renis anad
ewerything was built around defend-
mg Don Cook and Arthur Bowe,
who faced eviction.

Barricades wers thown up arcen:
ihe flats, Plaps were made for a 24-
hour picket of both flats. . workers
all aaver the borovgh pledged suppore

At fiwe o'clock ooe moming 800
podice and Lhe baililfs swooped. A
desperais two-hour defence was
mounted. Cil was poured over |he
sdvancing police und bailiffs.

Buit the mass of the pickets could
not reach the beleagured Don Cock
and his Eamily, as the police blocked
of [ the approaches to his flat in lines
three deep. Cock and Rowe weare
cncted,

From then on the opposition be-
gan o grumble. The State had slep-
ped up the violence, The working
clags movernent had oaly twe all
ernatives. either it could work for
& wvictory for Labour at the nexl el
schions of furn (o the beoed workine
i movement foc solidarity strike
e
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Fhito: JOHN STURAGCE { Rmpartl

Fhe Communis Farty, scared of
the consequences of an opsEn con
frontatbon with the Stabe opied for
the position of returming a Labour

¥ - N W ' the ! 1
grew richer, the building companiz= raked in the cash,
and the big owners of land enjoyved o bonanza. The slums festessd, rents
recketed and the nombers of the homeless continwed to grow,

Mow, in a period of decline {or capitalism, the housing situation must
inevitably grow worse,

The working class is faced with a stark choice, Either il can patiently
wait until Labour has helped British capitalism to perform its ‘miracle
of recovery', In the meantime homelesness will increase, propesty will
fall apart, and the shims will spread like n cancer,

Alternatively, the working class can reject the ‘solotions” of capitalism
and fight for ils own selujion to the howing problem,

In the localities strong tenants” sssociations must bz formed which
seek to gel affiliations from the trade union movement, women's groups,
student unions efc,

Where evictlons are threatened the example of Elgin Aveooe should
be followed and anti-eviction puirols set up, Al every slage, atiempis
must be made fo pet frade union action (o support howsing stroggles
and physcally resist evictlons — including mass siriloes.

In the areas Housing Commitiees shoald be formed consisting of all
the locsl tenants” associations, squatters’ gronps, trade union bodies, ele.
These Commitiees musl organise occupations of all empty private prop-
eriy with the aim of forcing the lecal authorities o 'immediull.-h-' rmunic-
ipalise these dwellings,

The Housing Committess should fight for the local authorities to peg
all renis ai pre-Housing Finance Act level; end all interest paymicnts to
the money-Jenders — the records of (he eouncils should be made available
fur public spection; and exiend the public works departments o cary
owi 8 papid programme of repairs and building

Il local firmes try (o sabaoiage boilding progrommes by withholding
materials or frying to charge high prices for them, then the Councils
shanld encourage the workers to accupy the lactories and purchase the
mnteriaks directly from the worken' commlittess.

A campaign must be organised right through the working cluss maove-
menl for the nationslisation of the building indusiry; the building supply
industry; all the land — except that owned by owner ocoupiers; and all
the bauilding societies and nsurance companies.

All people displaced by re-development must be adequaiely re-housed,
Councils mest be forced o submii all re-developmeni plans to conferences
of the labour and housing movement,

Housing must be provided for all, based on people’s needs at rents

maparity in the London County Counrr relaied to their ineomes.

cil elections
CAPITULATED

From the streets 1o the ballot
boxes became the new line. A Lab-
our Council was elected, Bat the
faw refaling o council rents was in-
terpreted and enforceshie by the
District Auditor with authority to
enforce surcharges on councillons.
The mew majorily meant nothing
85 Labour capitulated to the Auditor
and enforced the increases,

The tenants of St Pancras waged
an heroic struggle. But herosEm is
nof enough. In these strugeles il s
vital to place no reliance in the con-
Etitisinonal machipery and (hose La-
bour lesders who so fervently bel-
e jn it

By proposing such a siluation,
the tenanis” leaders dug their own
ETR¥ES,

the whole city
belongs to us’

linlinn workers have been in sirupgle
almaoal conlinunlly For five years now

nnd houwsing has been an of the
major issues involved,

an 1

=

In response to incresed rents,
LEnants bove Tormed their own com-
mitrees on fhe calates. demoeeratic-
ally elected by muss mestings. These
cumimit lees have orpaniged thelr own
rent eolloction — inatead ol paving
the fatesi increpses, the commitices
collect rent an the bass of 10 per
cent of the teiants' incomes pnd
thiew pay the whole lof in.

L o

Auch o strupgle is particnlarly
impectant o Duly, whece many
wirkers - fike those ut Fiat in Tarin,
for example = live in propery gwned
by Ll Fint emplavers, 1 foils 5 reg
ular tactic of the emplevers, which
5 to jack wp rents immediately foli-
owing a successfil wapes strugale

In Britain, there has tended (o
be a sharp dividing line between
reind strikers and squntiers. Bul in
[eaby, mass squats, ar “vecapafions’
have ofien been organized by ihe
spme esta e ol Lees, wilh close
tigs to factory workers nearby.

B 1973 0 Tarmnto, |81 families
aceupicd council Ants. The police
came to thross them out, buf were
farced 1o leave wien handreds of
workers feoon Halsider, the nearhy
stee] plant, joined the squnttess,

Many of these strugples have been
organised fo cnswee el as many
prople as possiide are invalved.

Ment sitikes have been arganised
block by bloek, and landing by
lzmading, with regular mass meetbnes,
newaletiers, leaflets and demonstr-
atjone,

Anti-eviction squads have been

at home

“There's nothing vwee con do - You
can'l fight town hall'. That's the re-
action of many temamis (0 suggesi-
ions that they should fighi bock ay-
alnat the rorten housing tiey have
been saddled with,

Bt in 1915 the working class 1en
ants of Clydeside did fight back. not
jusd agminst town hall”, but against
Padiament as well - and they wan
hands dewn.

By 1915 the slanghter of the
Buropesn trenches had provided Br-
itish capiralizin with @ booming ec-
omvamy . Move and more workers
were polring mio afeas like Scol
land s IZI:_'_l.'n:lzxi-:lu 1'-"_j1:'ill the mush:
reoming war induasities.
Aceommodation was scaree and the
lonekhrds tried to take pdyvantoyge of
the situatinn (o inck up rents

In Moy 191% a body colled the
Women's Howsdng Assacintion resp-
onded by calling Tor & rent strike ag
ansl remd increases. This movenicnt
had its sfrongest support among Che
wurkm_g cluss nrens arowmnd 1he ship
yarcs, and by Juee it kad Torced the
withdrawul of rent increases in the
Govan ores of Glasyow.

The movement then spread throu-
ghout the cipy.

Rent collectors Townd themselves
Irei.ug regularly plustered with flowr.
and phyvslcally ejectied from fensm.
enis, Allogether some 20,000 ten-
ania ok parl i the rent strikes,

A natwork ol commiiiees, and
regular mass meeings in lenements
buck coords ond the sirects kepl the
strikers solld and preventied evicrion
threais being carried out.

In O tober & rmass denvonstrytion
against the rises was held in the ciy
centre. By this time rend strikes had
broken out in Morthampron, Birin.
tnghane, and aress of Londoa - inel-
uding o thawspnd tenands i1 Edimon-
fon

The Clydeside luindlards  replicd
by kauwnchiog a legal offensive 1o
huve rend arrears deducted Trom
wirkerns” wages, On 17 Novemhber
18 ammundtbons workars were
hauleel wp in cowrl for rent atrewrs.
But they didn’t have oo sit in the
dock und face the “majesiy of the
law’ alone - they were poined by
10,000 fellow workers, who walked
ol the job and demonsdrated owd
sidde the court house.

Linder the chairmanship of the
greal Secttish revolotionary, John
MacLean, the woarkers leld o muss
meeting pnd mmanimasly resalved:
Thut this meeting ol Clyde amont-
ione workers request Lthe Governm-
anl po clefinilely siale rool boLler
than Saturdny Firsi, thot it forbids
any meredae of rent during the per-
ol of war and that, this failing, 2
peneral swike will be declyred on
Muonday Frst, 22 Movemhber?

The Government didn © quile
meet e Clyede workers' deadline -
it resok e wntil 25 Movember
to rtrodwee g hill inte Parddiameant.
Hul the contbination of 4 militant
and solid renr strike, hocked up by
sz brnclisirial solidarity action,
forced from the Governnent a Law
which [ruze renls acros Lhe
countey &t their pre-wuar bevel,

The Clvde workers had thus waon
an impartant wiciaey for e work
ers ol the endive counlry.

fotmed ond woskets n nearby
fuctorics alerted 1o thwart e
Intenticrns of the rent-callectar
und bailiff. Women plaved & part-
scitlarly impoctant cole, gunrding
the catales with their kids during
the day

Such strupgles are not waged by
st a hindful of people. In Milan,
during one serics of secupations,
the tenants lawnched 3 demonsti-
ation of over 3000,

I the battles to come this
wimter, the links Topged belween
leman s anc the orpailsed workers®
movement — gnd the actinn they
have tnken - will be invaluable in
targing a wnited movemendi ol the
whole working class,
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The Dizereel Charm of Bowrgeois
Democracy i the title of a film
produced by the Agitprop depart-
mesit of the FUR { Revolutionary
Communist Fronl — French Section
of the Fourth International) to
explain the nature of fascism and
of hourgeos democrcy

The film, whose dubbed English
wersion Wwak [irsl shown al the Hed
Weekly Bally in London last
Friday, hat been shown in France
i lens of thouwsands of workers
and students

IMMIGRANT WORKERS

Two themes am laken up and
illusirated throughoul the lilm. The
firsl &= the special character of fascivm
us 2 capitalisi tendoncy .

The French lascesis, like the
Malional Front in this country,
concentrate their fire on the immig-
ranl workers { prediamimantly [rom
Mortbern Alnca), organising mess
altacks on (hear homes and shops,
Severa| doven bnnigrant workers
were Killed in France in 1973 by

Basingstoke

The Basinpstoke Anti-Frascist Comome
ifle ( AFC) has waged ane of the most eff
ective cam palEns i the couwnley over the
Lagl ysar

During the recent electiona, the 4R
picketad a lagt-minate press conlerence
arranged by the Matiomal Pront far Iehn
Tymdall, who was then Chairman of the
M.

AntkTasciar militant, Peter O 3ulkivan
was arrexled in the cowrse of this znd
charged with *threatening behavkour” and
"pinsdssing an aflensive weapon™, The
“offensive weapon’ was a i Lb. bag of Oour.

fascidt commando groups,

The decline of French imperial-
15m, 1o whose former *heiphts”
Fremch Mascism would like te return,
15 ptiribuled to the nmigrani work
ers who are “responsible for the
diecline of Hving standards’,

ANTI-SEMITISM

Together with this goes the
strong sircak of anli=emilism which
heas alwiays characterised the French
Right. An amuzing sidelight in the
film & nn intervicew with a French
fascist “intelleciual’, whe denies that
he = am anti-semite bo one sentence
only to reaffirm his fears that “there
afe Loy many Fews holding high
affice in France' in the next.

The anii-semitic sirain &5 (uriler
siresed by a leader of Ordre Mo
ezl [ Mew Order) ul the mally on 21
Jupe 1973,

Thus modern Frevch fascism & able
L wrmile ik ald themes with its new
precccupationg.

SMASH IT NOW
The Freach comrades of the
Fourth Inlernmational argned that

T Lrial of gammde OFSullsan tkoes
place in the Baslinpstoke Mapislrates
Courl on 25 Mowember, ng 194, 30am,

A aseond allésapl 2l harassment of
the Basihpstake AFC is, however, inore
semious A leatbel produced by the A1°C
Nias been forearded to the [Ricctar a1
Public Prosecutions lallowing a complaing
from the Matiannl Front ta e eeduming
afficer at the clection.

The KI¥ complain that che l=afled had
i mildress |0 mere overiehin); and that
the NI cambidate, GGoodall, was being
lihelled by innuendo basuue: the loaMet
Imiplicd that be was o nasty fascist like
Tyroafafl and Webstor, 1n facl Coodall is
& tvpleally thindrats populist-racise like
many ether MF members,

The palice have alse sent a dasser
they have campiled om the AT'C o the
OPp.

Furthermeens, e NI hove lodesd 2
furilwir comiplaint claiming that they
ware assaabied by cight yeathe, that
NI ageni Bames fad his spoctuches
broken, am (hal vamoeus mivdles (inclod-

ing road lamps Jwere thrown at thein,
The AFC denics charges ol wssault, bui
AVe T three of its members “vigorousy
heokled' five Mscosts a8 the later were
retuming 19 thein car.

The AT activities ardaubtedly
played & pare Jin Lae bad M1 cexulls in
Basinpstoke, and che Cammiries fecls
tar the M3 recowrse Lo law is to
‘el even” for the =MMective ant-Tasciad
work carried oul during Lhe elections

The investigations by the polies
and the PP (a0 the allzire of the
AFC are likely to last several moiths,
and in the event of a prosecution, the
larges will he laid hefare Wincheatst
Crowm Courk

and Bolton

e Bedion AP also organised a
picket af 3 meering in rhe pre-gloction
petiod where Ludels | leader, Tyodall,
wus spEaking. Fourteen anrsacs were
g aval ol Tines Lotal aver £2000 A
appil tooall trade unianists, sacizlists
mndd andi-lascises has been launched to
welpy pay Ol fing. Readvers wishing to |
contribute foheqaes pavohle ta Halton
AnteFascast Caminltres should send

The

- discreet §
chorm of #
bourgeois
democracy

these tendencics bad to be smashed
amil destroyed belore they had a
chance Lo grow. [he strupgsle wiilch
they waped on this question on the
wighl of 21 June led fo theair hanming
by the Fresch Government.

This in turn =aw the eatire
waorking cluss movemeni in France
united po demand ther the ban be
lifted. The raditicon of 1he Resistance
meanl thal Che Ligue Communiste's
witions found & very decp ccho

ingide the Fronch workers” mosemen,

IFearing even more vignTous Tesponses
from-a broader coalition, the Gover
niment decided to ban a whole series
ol Tacist meelings, imclnding one
which had been planped to celebrate
the wictary of the Chilean coup,
The lilm alse shows that in Ttaly
too, the fascits of the M5 draw on
Cheir old irnditions. They speak
quite openly of their aims, which
atetn destroy materializm, fomim-
ism and maoarxisgm and delend the
nation’, In cuse (he Frdhhal still
emtterntnin some doubis, the M5
gungsier spetls out his perspective:
W would ke (o phystoally exter

-I.-

minate creey member af The Halion
e
STATE APPARATLIS

Tl szeond theme stnessed by
the film is the absurdity of the idca
that Lhe glate apparaies con be ‘dem-
aeratised” and ‘newtraleed’ Fooiage
from Chile demonstrates the bloody
resull when such'a view is taken to
itg logical conclugion,

The project of the Enion of the
Left in France, which is bazed on a
shinilar muodel, would rn inlo exac
i1y the same sort of probloms. Bue
juat @s the late Allende used to say
that *Chile is nod Brazili..we have
different traditions’ so today Lhe
French CF leader Marchais declarcs
that *France is nod Chile.,, we hava
differeni fraditions’.

T the strengthening of the cap-
itahiat state - % shown in the very
detniled training gven to groups
guch as the CES (a4 more sophisi-
1caled versaon of the SMGE in this
countryl — the reformists” reply is
to make more concestions and as
Lhis process conlinees it demcbilises
the working class.

Fascism: the

dilemma of

British Jewry

In & previous article Tom Cameron looked at the refationship between
Fasciam amnd anti-sarmitism. This west Bob Slansky mmeses the various
Feactiang to Fascism, both past and present, which have developed within

the Jewish conmvnaniiy.

In the 19305, moast natably ot Cable
Street and Ridley Strect, mass work-
Ing class action drave Mosley's Brii-
ish Union of Fascists out of the
Eust End of London, In these anti-
fascist mobilisotions—whose acale
and militancy left the police power-
less—the local Jowish community
played an lmporunt role.

‘The militant spicit of the 1930s,
hiyweser, stunds in stark contrasc to
the conservalive response of the
Jewish commuinity to the pew fus
ciats ol the Mutional Front. On the
day betore the 7 SBeptembear NF
marih, the dewish Chromicls repor-
ed an agpeal by the Chairman of the
Derence Committea of the RBritish
Board of Jewish Deputics to 'seav
away’ froni the march aod ifs andi-
fascist counterpart.

THREAT TO BIGWIGS

Fathing, ¢ would seem, haunts the
higwigs of the Raard af Deputics maors
Fhiam The seecise Gl Iess sl tnvalveermne st

Muibonnl Fronr and the powerful trad-
itions ol anti-Guscisen amoemg, British hea's,
the peed For aa allisnce with the social
ist lefl is becoming an increasingly strious
threar 1o the positions of these bourgeais
vomonunily leaders,

Their posttion roday is almost the
same ax il was im the 19305, when they
Lziedd gimitar appealy o the Tewish pop:
wlatian af the Easl End to stay al hoipe
and avesd mrovhle. Then, Fortanarely,
their appeals fell ol deal cars; loday they
reflect the ardicude of a-whale gencraticon,

Whil Bas changped®

POLITICISED

The vaee majority of Aritain’s 454,00
Fows are Gesconded Inam Easl Eucapean
immigrants wha fled fram anti-semitic pec-
sepulion in Fussia and Palasd st the turn
of the century. . These Jewish immigrnis
foreed proderarian and semi-praletarinn
comamunitics anpleved maindy in Jzbout-
intensive induastries (auch as texriles) and
heavily cancenirated in cerlain pares ol
the major urhan centres [like the Fzsi
Fnd af Lardan,

Fram the bezinning of Tl ceniury,
Jows played a prominent role in the Bri-
tish working class movemenrt, hat it was
glaewe all thes event: of the 19%0 - Hitlagr's

The lascests of Ordre Moussau prepace to
‘defend the nation” on 21 June 1973

In q_'l.mi'r;u;i -|.|:b {his approach, the
sections of the Foarth Intesnational
i France and in Spain are making
propopanda for sorkers® salf-defence
a5 Lhe besl safeguard apainst both
legal and extra-legal repression, In

s oing they are carmving ouwt the
line adopted by 1he 10th Waoarld
Congress of the Fourth Inrernaciomnal

"The most eifective response to ths
danger is to revive the refesas of salf-
dhofanes and praparation Tor workemn”
militins on the besis of waorker and stud-
ot sivike pickets. Bun iy hes siready
;_Iw-d_ll:ullpumm in Bpain and Franen
for the revolutionary organimtions them-
silvim to tike initiatives in solf -defence.
This may b the case tomoerew in other
Euiropssin coumnbriss,

“Such imitiatiees M e aoncaivad
und sxacubed in such o way thet they will
be understeod and endorsed by the wark-
#rs, fink up with the workers” crpanisstions
traditions of s -dafence sgainst fescists,
anif garve as enemiplary strongpoint 1o
ETROOHU FagE imeiEa iREive Tor s of salf-
défénce on the part of the working clees’.

C; Howard

which gave mse 10 g desp pollticisation
inside the Jewish ghetlox

Since the 19308, a combimtion of
evinils b Bad 2 deep de-politicizing
effect an the Jewish communitye, The
mais exlernination of European Jewry
By v Mazis and the cynical indifference
ol the Western ruling classcs to their fate
alaywed Fionism to besome a powerful
Force: b Jewish Hfe. Stunned by the chik
ling; details af the concentraticn camps
and shaken by the weetched fale of the
sureiviors of Dachau and Anschwitx, Tews
almost everywhere turned towards Fion-
15, seciog i the establishment of the
Izraeli seote o guarantes sgainst futire
PEEECCLIL LT,

Izrmel’s afignment wich smjrialkam
agalnet the Anb peoples hes led to o
steady rightward drift in Jewish opinian—
d drill whih his aceelernted sinee che
FB0T war, after which 18 was increasingly
diffseult o syuare support for Zionism
with socinlist principles.

ILLUSION

Today the ataciuts failure of the [
tacl elats Lo solve the Tewish predlem,
comhinad with the re-emergence of Las-
clgt proups i counlres where stzahle Jeus
ish cummuonities exist, i1 beplnalap apais
to challenge the srrangohald of Lionism,

FParticularly amongst the Tewish vauth
Lhenz ix an inclination to join with the left
in the fight apingt faacism. Thds could po-
temtially teay apast Ui olficial conservat
e inslitutions.chat were boilt up during
the post-wor years, when the Jees could
enjay an Ulesian of indefinite security in
the West wilh Iszael as a sort of inswrance
policy,

Buatlding unilsd sction against the fas
visls with seceians of the Jewish commun-
ity will thus depend 90 4 real Gght aguinss
the ideulopical hald of Zinnism, This, in
turn, makes it vital t9 copose all attempis
Lo pyuate the anti-Ziamism of the reval-
whicnary ki with Uie anlisemitizm of
Lhes rigght,

Omily by fiphtlbg againsd every case of
rasism and anti-semitism will this eguation
he given the e The comparison between
ot mecard af consistent ano-fescizm snd
anti-raziem gnd the refusal of the Elonists
1 B o v anedd conbrort anse-semeism
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omén and {
Revolution S

| thaught your orherwise excolient article
o the Russian Revelution in Aed Weskly
17 Movember], omitted to mentiken one
hpEtant sapest — the major part wamen
eyed m the vivolutionary wphsawal

Trowky, in his Mistory of tfhe Rusian
Resndution, attributed the Beginning of
the February upmurge to the decigon of
waneran fExtibe workses o arike on beber-
raiiomel Womin's Day.

Im fact, the wass of Sndustrssl arrest
g Tivn dliy carlier when wor kers in
& sction of the hugd Patiboy enginsering
tactory | probalsly then the terges tectory
wn The world) went GnostTiEe Tor a wage
e Tenrs ol Hhying pickets ==t out iy
s Putilow  worksss then brought other
mgpratring tactories in Patrograd 1a a
dmncitill,

But the situstian aaly boegan (0 inke
o @ claar-cut palitical sheps wahon The
mrrwey Dl ihe wor kers decided o com
mwrmarati |nternational Waomen's Day by
wedichar iy stiikes with the Putiloy waekairs
el ras demurniralinn

I wms this decision thel brought The
merkeri onid Gnto the streets, and ssw
the ermargence of political siogars agaic
i Tearist tyranry, lof & respiutionary
gesrnenmn, and against the vwar

Mgy Wimman — not just wormeEn
ey bt working-class houseanves
m wll — joined the demonstrstiong
wrosenad The glogan W Want Bread’ and
Eemive rwndved in the revolurionary
.

T presery of mch rge nambery
of sutemw EERy e deTTaiad (EEDTE AL,
= parn, 80 wrporme facior in cawing
P Br0gE T heortate belonn opening
Brw oo tha coossls. This allowed dernan-
pErmioes 10 St discussing with rank-and-
Biie soidiery prad win thomn over.

Dt ol thee moet ewill allacts of the
oopremien af wamen is The way in
wbmch It cuts them off fram thi colbective
mctions and poditieal ideas of their cles,
Bt wihen the social crisis of class society
e 1o ek through The well-peddad
mmiby of the family ard tss Pome, women

BUREAUCRACY
IN THE NCCL

| The following iz &0 exoerpt from o fedmor
W Baie recedved conoenming the dinmissal
o Mprtine Loviey s Gomevdl Secretsry of
e fatiomal Cowural? for Ohal Liber ries
(NCCL) in Jure ehix year - ed.f

Llmsgier the terms of the constitution s
wpoial General Meeting can be called if
recpeistad by Tifty members. | veas ona of
the people who signed such a request for
& PG Lo Bnguire ivbo theE circamstan-
ces of the General Seoretary's remoaml,
This rredting wes beld in the Carway
Hall.gm 19 October.

Dinie T L1 Biest thirngs thay Jigd v
worte o exclude the press. A set of standirg
ordars P Doan degwn wp aapemsly Tar
this mesting which none af us had seen
previously,

When we arrived the Chasrman ard
Wice Chairman, Henry Hodige and Ben
B ralsrg weere i the platform — both
wery much irvolwed in the affair and
thernfore hasoly impertial, Hodga than
proctsdad to tell us he would be chairirg
the merting. . Amendments 1 rhe
mution put farsard by Thage wbhe laa
colled the meeting vware propossd and
ERerd wis sorne desuliory discussion, abirs
updly out shart by the manipulation of &
peocedural raotion from the floor in call
umiian with the chair. It wes breaming app-
srent that |t had Baan arcanged befors
fand thal everythang must be done o
PEEVETE 1NE MOCAans Coming 10 3 yote..,

| corsidered It a waste of [ime Lo
remain andd 2Ty he ball. However, autside
I fgund there were a arge ramber of
others indignant a1 the way thay hed en
deprieed af the elementary demporatic
raght thay Mad come (0 aasrgisd, g we
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The Women's Battalion’ —amaong the last-ditch defenders of the Winter Palsce in 1917

begen to realise pust how daep Thaer naad
I |Ebsdratican Troun capitalesm s,

Thus weomen can rapedly Bseama 1he
il cletirmyirssd and militant of resalut
ionary fighters, For example, in both the
French revalution and the Parss Communs
Witk webrd in Lhe wanguord of the oppe
expad masses who rose against thelr mast-
BT

Thir Ruissian Revolstion alvo offers o
refutatson of thowe wha look ot the opore

essian of weomen in fesmnis’ tArene s
stnugnie of ‘women' against ‘rnen’. Fos
arnong T lagt-gfreh detenders of the
Winter Palace and the copitalist Proseis-
lanal Governmment n October was the
Women's Bettalian'

These middle-class worman, arma in
handf, certalnly broke free fram the trad-
Ptitnal peErls society had them playving
but in arder 10 better serve the Toscss of
counter-revolution, — Efic Geddes, London.

adpourned 1o andthar fodm b conssier
il amy Turther action wes possible ar
dessrabie wathin NCEL,

Dwiring the descussion an ‘intermediary’
carre fromm the maia hal! and ssked s to
eetuen, This we relussd to do unless we
were albossed the chance to vote an thie
T,

The outcome was that i1 was sgeord
Lt mcticns wauld be taken from the
floce. ‘Wéhen we returned Hadpe had been
repianodd an rhe cheir By Ban Birndsera wb
hasiily pushed through two of the amind-
ments to the original motion as substantine
Maniang,. Thaga waes inoetuoui 50 Far ag
Tha Chair and Executive ward cancerrsd
arid really left matters much as they were
before, with the same authari A& se1- L,
and A mandato m do the sanme again whan-
T T

| am sending this because | am argry,
digiitugionad and think that it might be
a gaod ldea for Fed Pkl to take s
claser lopk at the BOCL and snme of I
executive, —Keith Burden, London

RED WEEKLY
GETS THE BOOT

Soveral weels aga three comrades
pelling Aed ek iy on a pedestrisn
precinot in Sheffiald wers cautionsd
for ohetmiction, A the wame time g
graup of Morris dancers complotoly
hlockad the precinct — snd were ignorad.

Ehattiald leraneh of thes INYG ool i
that thew were not gotng to allow such
Iintimielntian, and bEpan & campaign b
ixtablish their night to seil the newsp-
sipRr,

A peition was started to gat the
Trades Council to take vp the issun
and B meis aale was argandsad, A the
same time a formal complaint was
Indged with the podice alleging harmass:

FTIHAE .

This hat csumd them some embarr-
mament and led 1o slsbarate wisiie-
washings af the coppar an tha baat
by tha aupariniardent. During the
couirse of an interview with one comrade
[ower & formal complaint] tha inwestig
ating superintandant suddenly produced
& fwy comcdpt, Apparently the police
can decide that the ‘public’ will not
imanad baing abtructad — Tor ingtancs
by Marris cancars and sellars of the
capitiists press — bud might alsjact e
alfial &bl ristions,

The R Wawkly has been sold in iha
e plata Tos mara tharn § yesr with
no complaants. The implicetions af an
axtenslon of this practses dhimild ba
abvious to snyone.

On Sacwrdae 19 October, two Aed’
Mookty medlarg weRrd wrrasbad and
chainged with obstruction (one develngad
& bruia alvar thed arreedl. Just before the
arrests another comrade ad bean 1old to
FEHIE O,

Tha Sheffield |MG are lealletting
and patitkaning trade unlonlsts, studants,
and people in the streets, ebe. They ara
alsp asking trada wimon branches to P
rasalutions demanding an sl ta this
harsmment, - Shettiale LG,

Scotland - ‘oppressed nation’ ?

Morman Easton's letter in Red Weekly (23 October] raises & mntril_ﬁrﬂhtm
for revalutionaries — what role ean the Scottish working class play in the
presant rise of the Evropean |amnd winrld) workers’ mu-_.-arruznt':-'

From the very start he nparates frorm 8 wrong political basis, Le. that
Crotiand i an 'oppressed nationality” and that ravoluticnaries must iniegrate

the national question into the class strugdla.

This tzils to distangaish bEtveann
reticnad dpalivical) oppressian andes an
rmiperialist stala, and The disnscraus
pifeois of decaduer of reagional unodss
deenlopment, aggravated in the naw
contaxt ol Gil expladstion,

Ine speeific probeass of the Scattsh”
reapan — high unemplayment, |G
waipes, high migration, decaying housng,
crumbling social Tasilities — ara resi
weterial problems which the Scottish
workinaclass has to eantrant, We thing
thiat the idoaes in receng wiuss ot Qe
Wik iy — the idan af o workers' anguiry
it sacial expenditure, of an aillaace of
public sector workers, of derocratically
organmed dtruggles, of the aena Aalisation
ol thaoid and oil relased industries, of 2
Warkers' fusambly in Soottand linked to
the British trade upion movemenl — &
wiRit to poss the pessibility of & worken’
codppio 0 Lhe probleme of Sootland

Hui fe ghnse probiems, comraos
Casian stibatiiuiad rather o miystical
anet — the sa-catled neticaal opgrEssion’
ol thi Seottish peopie. Wha esctly i
This ‘mational’ that is Lo say speciiaally
prlithea) oppressian af Seotland by
England?

11 iz clear snoiegh in the Bascue
country 1Spmnl ar in Chichoo {Canacdnal,
net Lo rrantion the Tarmsee colonaal
counirigs whine the bourgecis TEwosution
nas not been sccemphished.

Mhat particular gapects af their “nel-
ipnal' appression should the Genttish
working class ke upt Should thény rake
uis the tight for freadom a8 ‘natianal
cultera” lsupposedhy suppraisad oy
English imgupiakism) 7 Should they lead
o Fight against the suppresseon ol L
Scottish tanaunge? Shauld Thiy argue
againzt the brutal wipprsssion of Seottish
plitical iraritutbons | 147 yeare agal?

Im other words, what exacthy ars
thase democratic tasks which The
Geottish laid, of courss, the Britighd
wneking class maserrAnt wais tako up
2% ‘an intsrat part of the class struggla®?

it miay well be thet e, Easton, like
thes Boattiel Masianalsse Party, sotually
tinks that o bourgaais Parliament in
Edinbiergh weoild be a huge step fawards
paluing the prablere Tazing thn Scottish
warking class (iorry, ‘peaole’] Decsindy,
it canfusian between thi speciflc sacia
and sconamie prablems in Scotland-in
relation to world cagitalisan, and same
sappoied ‘national cppression’, Teads
himi tooa bizarre soaclasion; that the
SHP ‘gppoan imprrialismt]

i facs the SMF s & thoecaghly
reictitnary perTerourygesis Tormatifa,
wibiich actuzily wenis Io form an Jhrance
wii 1y wanrld | miperia s, dspacial e tho
oil moncpalrg, A Ve we have niot
nacicsd the SKP irading ary ‘anti-impar-
inlsan srrugples aminst BF Shell oF RMaro
than. Howaeer, in the romartic o isme
larid s ede, Easton, gresumably all 5
passible.

Comrade Eastan calls tar the "pragr
wygins naTipnatisation’ (By wilm? P
umably b is cpposed o nationalisstionr
by the Brisish state) ot inckistrice... incl-
uding ‘Scors warkers” ail,

Porantally. the oll off the Scatosh
coant could playe signilkaset rale in
e af e1erey nneds for the weoris
waorkrng class mawerrent, which i 1he
starting point af owr poalitics, At ieast,

I trying to encaurage inssda the
wenrking class, balief in the reactionary
nansgnse o (e NP, that the oil i
‘mairs’ not "theirs', code. Easton adopss
the positicns ol ganlotad grag 1y -G o

satianalism. - Colin MeMhersan, Glasgaw.

Hevalution and Counter-Aeval-
ution in Spain — Faelix Morrow
|Pathilincer £1.25)

A new paperback edition of the
st authositarive amaiysis ol tha
Spariish Revalution and Sivil War
Wt to amargs Togam the Trogskyist
mussment. A a bonus, this edition
abo includes Marrae™ Brilliang
mwrnghlet, Tiee Civi Rar in Spedn,
Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels
Daved Riazganoy (Monthly Roview
Prass £1.50],

Arpthar book whickh has been oot
of gring for yvears, Riazaray’s aalitical
bicgraphy af Murx sod Evgels rem-
iris @ masterpiece of papala” weining
Written while ha veal dicasiae of he
Mlara Engale bnstitute 55 a serigs af
lectures for Savict working-class
atichcers i1 s a0 prasably the
bt introduction to Marcism aeail
alble,

The Genaral Strike — Chriscophar
Farman [Panthear £1]

Packed waith informakion el Guot-
ateons trom ches igwolvad, 1hig boos
4 apgential rending. Altficugh the
authar tries toremain irepartial’, the
real lessorg of The Generg! Sticke ara
plai= Tar &l te disconesr,

Arabia Without Sultans — Frad
Halliday {Penguin Books £1)

& Marxis? analysis at the rala al
imparialism in the Arap Middle East
and the dyramics af popitar remigt-
ance. A bit long, and lacking sufficient

dlNew from
liRed Books

97 Caledonian Road, Eosdon N1 9BT. {id: 01-278 9518).
Open: Weekdays: 10am to 8 pmi; Ssiordays: 10030 am to 530 pm.
i Mail Order: Add 15% p&p 10 ail orders under £5. (Minimum 15p)

~

arglyaie &1 the rale af the workars'
stazes, but eszential rapding for any-
ang interested in the Arab resalute.
YWomen's Rights: A Practical
Guide — Anna Coote and Tess
il |Penguin G0p)

Penguin Books bava finally gsan
i1 o reanint this excelient catalagus
ol thie ways ir waich wiiren ars -
rasgend undes capitalism and how they
can fight back. Snap it up balare thay
lan i1 g ot of print again
The Ecomvamics of |mperialsm
Michasl Barratt Brown |Peanguin
Educational £1.25})

Carcan=aling maialy upon hMarxist
theories, but also cornsidaring tha
appreaches of classical and Kevnesian
ecorgsried, Barratt Brawn has proeduced
a useful guide GT ey gaingl o kigt-
arica! an presant-day debates on
Iriperisligm.

The Union BMakes U Strong —
Tory Lane |Arrow Books T0p|

A st Hee wak analysls of Brith
trage yrianism which manages,
hownuer, to draw together guite a
st Gl restdr @l and cortEire SO
irtaresting cnbervises with trods
wininn hissiaeracs, While he correctly
e that 1heir rola in capetalibl society
tlows from their socal position rather
than snnate ‘traschery” Fra gLape Just
wilers his analysis should begin.
| & aralysie which devcalopes from
thes paint is 1a be faund in Mandel's
{n Houranecracy - IMG Pubs, Z5@.).




Solidarity

wins out
at
Lianwern

A mass meeting of craftsmen =
the Linnwern stee] works decided last
Sunday 1o end their official sirike,
Although they voted to sccept the
British Steel Corporation offer, the
crafismen have still not returned o
wiar.

The crafismen have decided 1ha
ihey are not prepared 1o cross the
pickel ling st up by membais o
I ASS who have been on stnke for
five weeks, The TASS workers are
otit afler fwo WOAT 5 nepotiations ovear
job evaluation and pay Fed come (o
nought

The decisson of the craltsmen to
accepl the new BEC offer made af a
maxss mecting of 1600 workers was
only carmied on g 60-20 vote,

OFFER

BSC have made a8 new olfer wlkch
imcisdes 8 L5 a wesk femporary pay
ment in-order (o enable negotiations
[ open on o megsured incentive
scheme. This = simitar 1o the scheme
rejected by the NUM executive

When work sluidy hdx been -'ﬁ||:|,|_:-
ehed and the incantive scheme introd

uced - or rejecied — the 5 will be
withdrawn. B5C claim that & paymeni
of L3 1o L7 8 week will then be subst

ituted wivich is based on the new inc-
sntve soheme. Many workers wre vers
seeplical about These figures

Despite the scceplance of (he inc-
entive schieme the craftsman have got
a lipniiled viclory ia cagh Terms,

Maore imporianily they have taken
the trade union solidarily position of
refusing to croas the TARS nickel Gne
The effect of the crafismen’s stow al
molictarity imade the BSC management
mnki their firsd moves to come'lo
terms with the TASS sirikers. On
Sunday 10 Movember the manape-
matnt dgreed fo have 2 mesling will
the TASS officials. However on Mans
day |1 Movember — probably at the
instigation of the real hgh-ups--1he
offer was withdrmwn.

I Golightly, Mewpori AUEW
destrict secretary, told me: “We are
informing the mansgemeni that we
have accepted their latest offer and
are reedy o resume work, but pot 1
IL means the men possing the TASS

R o W Tt wehes e ]

works until the pickets are withdrawn

SOLIDARITY

Sharing the same picket loe has
incraazed The class consciousness ol
the workers involved in both disputes

Az g TASS official said fo me: '.':'.im':r,u

(he craftamen’s sinke the greatest
solidarity has developed belwesn the
Iwo groups of workers and there =
more than the bsual amount of E¥ITLp-
athy amongst the preductbon work-
crs.”

Im afl sections of workers there is a
growing feeling for the removal af
whal they describe as the ‘incompet-
ent BSC managemcnt’. As one milil
ant asked: “If stesl is nationalised
shouidn'l the bosses be responzibla
to usand not che bloody car industry,”

Llsnwesn is omce agiin beginning
lo fight back against BSC. The craft-
soien are backing TASS, The TASS
wodtiers obviously feel strengthensd
by this support and are morce solid
tham ever, O Tuesday all the prod-
uctiop workers will be Laid off and
rhe 518 A —micldie management
bave ararted a work-to-rule

Thiz sltustion is a prelude to big
struggies at Llanween and the steel
industry in general. The way forward
it being shown o the need far the
saftingg up of joint TASS- craftsmen
and production workers' commitiess,
ot just ot Llanwern but throughout
British Stee?

JOHN CONMNOR

miners’ ballot

The Mational Cool Board is pulling
out all the stops to get the miners
to swallow the new productivity

deal,

John Cown, the Scottish area
director of the MCH, has warned
that if 1he scheme is not d_:_':_'.l,:pmd
3 000 jobs wall e ost in the
Scottish coalfield.

Invoking Lhe socral contract,
Wilinid Miron, another member of
Lhe Tkl Board, has slammmed into
what he describes as the *katoer-day
Lemng . Miron Lalks about “sahoteurs
of the social contract’ wanting to
pyartirow "Che country & orderly
way of [le”

FREE

Lol News, Lhe mouthpicce of
the MCR_is being given oul free 1o
miners—even Lhose who do not
narmaliy get the paper—so as to
build up 1'IG pressure lor o vole of
scceplance

The rght wing ol (he MUM are
lending a willing hand i the sl
the deal’ campaign,-Len Clarke, the
Mollinghamshire MUM president,
has genl an open bedter to &
calling on him
breal,”

This is an absclule breach of
discipline by Clarke—as 8 momber
of the NUM executive he is nol sup-
posed o campaipn againgt Lhe
exccutive's decisions, Clarke necd
lave no wornies Inthat respect

argill
to give Lhe scheme a

however. Frank Smilh [rom Leices-
ler, wha opznly aitacked the onion
majonty in Lhe last sirike, still sits

of the executive and doobl]os
virted [or Le new productivily
deal,

VENDOM

The NUM right wing are s
deeply commitied te Labours
social contract that their venom is
fegerved for the left who oppose
the deal, not for Clacke whe vio-
lates the mpjority decisions of Lhe
uaicin

The NUM paper, The Miner, has
devoded throe of its four pages
explaining, in whal the Guerdian
coeacribes as ‘fairly moderale terms”
whit the scheme will mean. Gorm-
ley in & Troni papge message slrikes
i low kevnote against the NCB
proposals which is clearly
designed to dampen down opposi-
Lecay Lo the deal, Mo wonder that
MCB officials are said (o be pleased
wn T e o The YU,

Miron's open witch-hunting
intervention has caused Cormley to
le=l a little uncasy. He has pleaded
“Usat =l cutside bodiss should get
out of our hair and et 25 get on
wilh oor joob,” 1t &= one thing for

International
Marxist Group

1British section of
the Fourth Intor-
national]

London M.1

 wontd Sike maore Information about
ehe (G sna s aotivities

MNAME ....... Fa sk e Mo A AT
ADDRESE - i 0 ek vy e

67 Calechanian Rd.,

A word from the
Mimor fo 250,000
miners..

y
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BRITAIN
BREAN !

Ciormley to put the case for thie
emiployers, bul it i ratlver embagsas-
sing for him to be openly associated
with altacks on the Lnion by Coal
Bonrd officials,

DIVIDE

It & the Gormlbeys and the
Clarkes who have opeoed the way
for Lhe Cowane and the Miroms
By raising the red bopey they have
ahiowed the HCE and the capitalise
prees to attack the militanis and to
try und divide the miners.

In Bouch Wales 20 miners' Jodpes
have called for Miron's resignation,
(hix movement must be stepped up
throughout all the coal fields, Mem-
bers of the NOB who allick the
rdners must biz glung off the Board
andif the Labour Governiment
reluscs bo Luke such action Lhen the
MUM musl introduce o policy of
non-cooperalion with these officials,

Members of the NLUM mist
refuge o attend meelings where
people ke Miron are preseni, they
musk refuse to accepl decisions
mdde by Miron and company, and
il this fails to fofce ihe Government
to sack [hese people then strikes
should take place uniil they are
remoyed,

RIGHT WING
Insgicle the NUM, Gormley,
Clarke and their friends should alio
be brought to hecl.

WORKERS
DEFY
TOFFEE-
NOSED
OFFICIALS

For the fiel tima in its history the
Raowntree Mackintosh factory in Yark
Hras hoen hil by 2 moss st ke of produc-
s wolkers: Thousands of werkers
volial at o mass mesting lust Monday Lo
g om unoffickal strike HH their domands
were el

The workers, who noe: recoive & Basic
| owapo ol L2118 week, hawe trested the
manngenicil'sulTer of a E3 increase a8 an
InSElL They have demanded-a 33 per
cent aeross-Like-boand drcresse, with no
BT altuchel

nat knowe Tor its esperness (o dufend the
living standnrds of 11s members. Uniosn
affizinlz lave annesd gpxina shop Aone
mestings unid hive nefused 1o plve the
runikennd-flbe any of the necessary infor-
MRG0,

AL the miass meeting e ol Tecials triesd
b podvend the sivike, but fafled, Their
plea For “peacelul negotistions” was
atsvwensd by a sy wellk-out, The wor
kers are denanding thal e strike he
tade olTicial Innswdiately,

The ctisisin the wipar industry nalghi
pravide Rowniree's with the excuse far
ray-oils and redundancios inthe coming
mocths, To oo lor thiv we will have to
stragghe Cor. work aharing ne lom of paw
fnd naticealisailon without compensation
and under workers” goniel,

L, Becketl

The HCB productiaty deal is
designed boosplit the unity of the
miners. The actions and words of
the tight wing in defiance of [he
14: 12 excoutive vole help the NCB
dchieve thal aim. Pit head meetings
of the mingrs ghould carry reaolu-
tions censuring Gormley and Clarks
and insisting that o new ballar be
held for their positions fn the wnion,

High stakes at issue in

with cash lures

The MUM i at the centre of
the stage in o bip battle hetwesn
the Government, the emplovers,
and the working clss, The stakes
in this batlle are high. Only a
determined fght by the lefi—a
fight éntailing a sirupsle agninsd
the enemies within their own ranks
CAn CR&WPE 3 viclorye.

Hab: Permington

The wnien iz the Getory i the GMWL,

Seanbon jumps off the fence, but an
the wrong ssde. The Prasidemt af the
BAUEW was Nasing Trom office wor
kers picketing his own undon el
O T
Two hundred and fifry members of
tha staitt balonging vo APE X have bean
on Hrike 1o demand o £200 Lorebon
Futbmgmion, i, e, el BAVER.,
which, & en smployer of janior stall
treais its workers no differesily from
capitalist Ffirme, refused to negotists
sarioushy with its office salf. Hanca
the strika,
& plekot todd Red Wesk ity ' Maost

LOMDON RED FORLUMS: Eunry
Tuesday ar Bpm in tha Ganeral Pc-
ton pub, Cabedonian Road K ings
K tube). Tuestday 19 Movardeer
‘Whar & 0 Revalution? '

INMG GAY GROLIP: Contacy J,
Milis, 153 Woodhouss Lare, Leers,

"BRITISH LEY LAND—An Econg-
pamphiet on ke hack-

mic Aeport’,
yround 1a the prasant erisis irmide
e BLMC, 10p par copy, sead

cash with order 102 72 Candr idge
Fioad, King's Mesth, Birmangham

‘HATIONALISATION or Expro
pretion’, second edition of pam-
phiel pradicad in 1973 by tha
Ligue Cammuniste, Frareh saction
af the Fourth International. 10p
per copy, mod cakh owith Grges §o:
T2 Carmbradye Road, Hmn}": Hewilr,
Birmingham

SHEFFIELD RED CIRCLES:
Every Wednesdsy, Lion Hotel loor-
mer o The Wicker and Murseiy Sui
at 7.30am.,

Scanlon jumps wrong way

ot tha baft press have besn very friend-
I, burl for some reeson the Maralog
Star has ks conepleusis i its lack
of support.” The reason is simple:
whan it favawrite loft trada Wision
bureaucrl crommes the pecket line tha
Star his some didfleuity in o i g
il résmsons: bahing this to vk -snd-
R R R SR e —,
rve beimself amd other beders 5 20%
W Ecrse ot 50 long ago.

And it i=n’t sesy to desoribe tha
AUEW staff as “ultrs-bafi” when one
of 1hee |sading mélitanis in the strike is
the Labour Party sgent For Hornsey)

5.E. ESEEX RED I:IH_[:L-E! Thei
Warking Womes's Charter’, Weds
20 Movember, 83pm, at 39 Kennel
Lana, Billeoricay, Eimx.

CHILE SOLIDARITY: Hakney
Festival meaning of missic, Nl
arel poery, Friday 15 Nowenber,
Bpm at Centerorise, 136 Kingsiand

High &t, E.8. Film 'Companeros’
with i nraduction by Chilean
spoakar . Admission free

BIAMINGHAM Hewalutionary
Corwrurnist Group poblic rmeeting
o [nflarian, Speaker Cowid Yafla,
Sustialia Bar {cormer af Hurst S5
and Brounspowe 510, Friday 232
Navember a1 7.30pm

COMRAADES |3 or more) wek
chéup wil-comtained 181 howse
South/ceniral London o ederred
Phane Val, 837 B554 (day)

JUMBLE SALE ar "Paverrdsin® § Falons
Rosd, Londen, S.W.11 o0 Saturds V.

V6 Mowember, 10 & . AN procesds o
Rt Weekly Fund D




CHILE

LESSONS OF THE COUP
WHICH WAY TO
WORKERS POWER 7
f_n-r:m::

g (including p&pl

2 new pamphlets
from the IMG

3 FaAsCISM

HOW TO SMASH IT

15gp (including plp)

from RED BOOKS, 97 Caledonian Road, London N.1,

WEAK OF ACTION

IF THE LEADERSHIP of the Mational Union of Stud-
ents hod had their way, the present student “Week of
Actionl” would lave died a quick and painless death,

Thankfully students in the colleges do not ace ir in
fquite the same light. They cannot escape from tiie
reality of inflation. higher prices and rents, and discr-
etinnary awards,

Petitions and token scenpations will win students
kind words, bat kind words don’t help it your rent is
pidng up by 30%. Students op and down Lhe coantry
hnve ignored the polite recquests of their leaders and
taken action into their own hands. Instead of five-a-side
foothall aod enting in other collepes’ canteens, they hove
orgamsed area demanstrations. pickers, Tull scale ocenp-
atigns, and days of sction on ispes like the discriminn-

e againsl wonen.

From Mewenstle to Newpord, where homeless students
ate squatting empty property, from Swansea to Sussex,
gtpdents hpve respondad with direer action against the
cuts end victimization, It is these colleges — along with

* the ather filly which have taken setion lilkes refectiory

bovenits, repts sirikes and ocenpations — that have gren
the peal lead this term,

If the “Week of Action' la fo be a suceesss, it muwst be
as A springbeard forn fulore canspalgin on the demands
of the prants camppign and agzinst the curbacks,

By demanding the dropping of price and rent inered-
sex, the dtudents of Susex Universicy have most recenily
shiow the way to Tighl, Beloe B &l Beekly inferviews
REDMOND O'NEILL, chairperson of 1he Sussex accup-
atiom,; on the actions and Tessong of thei grants campaign.

UNION SUPPORT FOR
VICTIMIZED STUDENTS

Srmdents at Swansea University,
who last week occupled Singlelon
Abbey, ihe college’s main admini-
wraiion building, lave come under
& mumsive altack from the Universi-
ty aulhorities.

The occupation was decided on
by Ihe Students’ Usion in prodest
againsd ihe viclimisa fon of five phil-
canply students

The Associstion of Unversity
Temchery |AUT), which represenis
somme of the lecturing stafl and the
college mansgement has called Tor
srilie action ggainst [he studenls.

OCCUPIED

Last week the Sludents’ Union
iction Forum occupied the South
Asts Building, which contains the
philesophy depariment. This was
i response Lo the dispuled
cxamimation results where five out
ol seven philosophy students were
Lalled when Lhey Look their exams.
The AUT then threstened Lo strike
because scademic life was being
dimrupded.

The right wing leadess of Phe
AT are now caMmpRUuEDIng amongst
the ol her undons on CompUs UTENE
i{hat they also take strike action.

Subscribe

The AUEW has however given a
sharp rebull o the scabbing tactics
of the Ylearned’ AUT members: It
has rejecied the AT call with a
proper trads union response and is
supporting the Students' Undon,

The college puthorilies are busily
stoking up a backlash agsinst the
siudents. They are refosing to re-
register studenis who have not yet
glpned up. They also are insisimg
Lhal sludenis cannol gt & pint in
the bar unless they produce their
new card,

CHANCE

The BWUS Week of Aclien prves
students naticaally a great chance to
show solidarity with the Seansea
students, Messages of support and
donations should be rashed 1o the
Students’ Union (Occupation Fund)

Emergency maotions should also
be sent to MUS Conference meael-
ing in Marpate dext week.

The Regional Studenis Associa-
tion is akeo holiling o Rally in
Swansees on grants. Speakers from
the occupation will addres the Tatly
and a batile 18 under way o get the
demonstration re-ronated Lo Lhe
Swansea CRmpils,

to Red
Weekly !

SPECIAL OFFER FOR 1 MONTH !

£4 per yeur.

DOMESTIC: E5 per ysar

£2-50p for 6 months.

FOREIGN: £9 per year surface mail.

£12 per year airmail.

Write to AED WEEKLY [distribution},
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Bled Weekiy

182 Pentonville Road,
Londan N.1., England

One of the daily mass meetings in tha Sussex University ocoupation

S

Whint is siribing abowi this eccepation
is Lthe maes support which has been
penerated. What doyou put thnt
dovwn (07

Weell, there are suvieral resen The
fizst  whiclh sparked it all off - was the
olgtingey of the aulhorifics in tha e af
the drop io sludant ling stasdands.

Sugsey sludents, 10 all studumls, have
teen kit hagd by influon amd the culs in
sihacstion sponding, whick mean Ghe adis
imixtralion pars np prices and renis In
fonr mndd hall moonhs of nogotmtiong,
the preat white libemd ViceChancclba
Az Hripes pranied os rothing. He jel
us wilh no optien, inech 1 the annay-
ance al the Brogd Left osecwiba wha
Lnsghit visiLs 10 the herovalent Brijes
would solve our protibens

When we propiscd dires] seibon at Lhe
sturt of the Leean, thie execoutie anjeed
apsmsr i A aek falcr they changed Lhels
minds. Vifteen wecks of wheeling and
denling ir vvor smatler cimcles lsally
copvipced cwen Llwim

Having devided to occupy, how
huve you kept everybody invobved?

| thimk thal the oo meast imporknt
lussiens B dite have bieen The facties we
lave usod and 1he demnocratic ermnisalion
al The strogge ilsall.

Wilh Ui cash crisiz kel colbemps v

sigiak Inbooeven &b this showspiece uniwcrsity .

Uit alil foken sib-ine aro nid uss

Ait-puts wotild e the right word? Bal
it wonldd R the andhoritics whao woeald do
the sitling, leaving us in here 1o dig of
sty

Insboze] ol Deiwe insil thae :II.'I\.'.I'_.lll.i:\.lI'l
ar 2 beae fram wchich to mench ather ac-
rians. Wi have token lightising actians,
apaingd varions olher ollices amwl The e
nhine daclangy, Mo importastly e
carenided the arcupation 1o the whosle
ailaline willt one coeepltion.  Lhe ellices
slenbing with thy callops warkers’ woges.
W howe noquarrel with the stalt. They
face the same probleing as we do,

You mentioned the democratic org
anisafion of the strogple - can wou
explain how that works?

11§ thee peaple whi zre Laking 1his
aotior who baose the g tosloside the
tacties. Sooovery day wo DEVE s meet
inps. The azsupation commiltee i clecied
by, and recillanle i, these mastinge.

W ke ma mell-proataimed leaders,
Fwory Hime o cleck peoples 16 poand

nepntiate with Ass or o ga e waplain o
caee factrade unienlabE, they have fo 2
f full repert back to tho cexl meeting I
the mectings don't ke whid thoy heat,
dhen e can b sane They wan’t go aesin,
The siriking Seotish teachere have
st ghe same el of demecracy. Thse
are sxam ples mat just L stusde nis ar
Jrachiers b Fer the whale tadsanian
and student movemenl,
Why do vou think vou have received
such preat trade union support?
Woll, tor g sEart e campas v iisns,
ASTMS and BA LG lave hath hud wap
agreemunts brokan by the callepe aurher
Lies regantiy: But eelatiens hetwoen sted-
coies and warkers [ alwars been oo
hege, divthe past U snindeads huwe given
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Red Weekly Rally
boosts Fund Drive

Cur Fund Drive received a magnificent boost last Friday.
Mearly 800 people packed out Conway Hall at the Red
Weekly Rally organised by London IMG to mark the 57th
anniversary of the Russian Revelution; and our Fund Drive
profited by more than £400 as a result,

So now we're well on the way to reaching that magic fig-
ure of £2,000. Indeed, if tha rest of the country can match
London's effort, we should go well over the top. Lat's see
just how far we can push it — rush donations to: RED
WEEKLY FUND DRIVE, 97 Caledonian Rd., London N.1.
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