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Will Labour’s weakness on women
cost it the election?
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Action

Right wing
“continue to
- sabotage Labour

THE MOST bitterly humorous intervention
of the election campaign so far came last
Monday with Eric Hammond's speech. to
the EETPU conference. According to Ham-
mond he has blazoned the way for victory
against the Tories. |

- Speaking  to the conference Hammond
declared: ‘A growing -constituency of opinion
supports our policy of one member one vote in
the Labour Party for the leadership and for the
selection of members of parliament. Recall the
fight against Militant. Initially our view was

SO FAR the Labour campaign, given what could have 1
happened, has been better than one could have ex-
pected and than very many party members feared.
Naturally it has nothing to do with a socialist cam-
paign, but at least the leadership has not been commit-
ting disastrous own goals. The result is that unless
something catastrophic is done in the last week of the

- campaign, there is every chance that Labour’s vote will
be significantly above the level of 1983. That will be an
important element in the relation of forces. Every
worker in Britain will feel more confident if, on 12
June, Labour has significantly increased its positionin
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biasted. Now hardly a voice is raised in their sup-
port. Even the office of the leader of the Labour
Party correctly warned the London party that
their support for “peculiar causes” was offen-
ding Labour voters.” @

- Hammond's acolyte, EETPU president Paul
Gallagher, went further. He claimed credit for
- the struggle against: ‘the perception that far too

many .pggjple had of the Labour Party, a party
dominated by fanatics, committed to extreme
policies, catering exclusively to the most bizarre
minority causes, the advocacy of homosexuality,
of inverted racism, of discriminatory feminism.’

Hammond went on to attack the call by Ron

Todd, general secretary of the TGWU, and John
Edmonds, general secretary of the GMB, for
Labour’s campaign to concentrate on traditional
working class issues such as unemployment, the
health service and schools. This call was made at
I‘:\Ihe( height of the witch hunt against Sharon
-Atkin. | o
_ ‘What were the trying to demonstrate? Their
influence? Don't the know that Neil Kinnock's
tough independence of mind is our bi

asset. Neil has almost single handedly brought |

our party back from the brink of oblivion...The
last thing he wants or will need is pressure from
trade union leaders with little experience of real
elections.” -

We must judge from this that Hammond con-

cludes that concentration in Labour's election

. campaign on its proud record of expulsions, or
its failure to support lesbian and gay rights, is
the way to political success. |
It is therefore worth making a balance sheet
of the contribution of Labour’s right wing in the
last four years to Labour’s possibility of victory
~ in this election. The single most important con-
~ tribution of the right wing, of course, has been to
sabotage every mass struggle — the decisive
events that could have turned the relation of
forces against Thatcher and best deprived her of
the possibility of victory at the election.
- Hammond was the bitterest foe of the
miners. He led the opposition to the councils
holding out against rate capping. The EETPU
organised with Murdoch against the print unions
at Wapping. It was victory by Thatcher in these
struggles that, more than anthing else,
strengthened her government against the
labour movement. B
Secondly Hammond led the opposition to
every move that would have extended Labour's
support. In particular the EETPU has opposed
every move to strengthen Labour's women'’s
organisation — and also led opposition to adop-
tion of the policy of the national minimum wage.

Thirdly, as Hammond accurately claims, the
EETPU has been in the forefront of promoting
the witch hunt. And all the evidence is that every
time the witch hunt has been put in the forefront
. Labour has slumped in support. Even Todd and
Edmonds call for a ‘bread and butter’ campaign,
which Hammond denounced as insufficiently
right wing, -is more electorally popular than
Hammond's witch hunting — as has been seen
so far in the campaign. -

The balance sheet of Labour's right wing in
the last four years is clear. They have set back
every single struggle that could have weakened
Thatcher — and which would thereby have aided
Labour. They have cut off Labour from the key
new areas of support, in particular women,
where it could have expanded its appeal. They
have thereby not only weakened the whole
labour movement'’s position in the country but
:yorsened Labour’s chances of winning the elec-

ion. |

In the last tour years the Labour right, with

Hammond as their most extreme represen-

tative, has been the best ally of the Tories within
Labour’s ranks. | |

~the poll.

Events so far have also
decisively = answered the
question of
framework of campaign
Labour should have been
running. The most fun-
damental of political
lessons, that the party
which sets the political
agenda wins, is actually be-
ing to some degree applied.

- Take what was happen-
ing prior to the election.
Labour accepted an agenda
dictated by its opponents.
Walworth Road  was
thrashing around trying to
prove that it could bash
Black Sections. Before that
it was doing its best to con-

vey the message that it

wasn’t really a party that
supported lesbian and gay
rights. It was the same tactic
as when Kinnock went out
to show he could ‘bash
Militant’ at the 1985 con-
ference, and as at the con-
sciously right wing 1986
conference.

What was the result?

Labour entered the cam-

paign in a disastrous posi-
tion. At the end of April, as
the NEC and Kinnock were
in full cry witchhunting the
Black Section and Sharon
Atkin, Labour’s support
was down at 29 per cent. It

- was third in the polls in one

survey. -

Speech

[t was the same follow-
ing the 1985 conference,
and Kinnock’s ‘bash Mili-
tant’ speech. Labour’s lead

- over the Tories fell from a

five per cent lead to no lead
at all following that
performance,

The same occurred with
the 1986 conference and its
‘I will die for my country’
speech — and the general
‘bash the left’ tone of the
conference.

- Labour went into the
1986 conference leading the
Tories by four per cent. By a
month following it Labour

was three per cent behind

the Conservatives — a
worsening of Labour’s posi-

tion by seven per cent in two
months. |

The facts show that the
witch hunting, bash the left,
line 1s unpopular in terms
of Labour’s standing in the
polls. There is simply no
factual doubt about it.

- The reason .for this is
not that Militant, for exam-
ple, 1s popular. It is that the

‘working class community

regard such an issue as

essentially irrelevant. The-

poll taken in Liverpool this
election, showing that only
two per cent of the popula-
tion considered that Mili-
tant was the decisive issue in
the election, compared to
more than fifty per cent
who said that unemploy-

what.

- to try

ment was, illustrates this
point perfectly. If Labour

~allows its opponents, or the

Fleet Street press, to dictate
the political agenda, the
labour movement loses.

Point
The point was shown

perfectly clearly as the elec-
tion started. As soon as the

election was announced,

thank god, Labour dropped

all the ‘bash the left, expel
the black section, denounce
the gays’ emphasis. It in-

“stead began to pump outan

unremmitting stream of
material on the theme of

“‘save the health service, cut

unemployment, save our
schools’. The result is that

Labour rapidly soared in
the polls. By 13 May it was

up to 33 per cent. By 27
May it hit 37 per cent.
Apart from inserting
part of Kinnock’s speech at-
tacking Militant into the

first TV broadcast, which:

bluntly didn’t affect things
one way or the other,
Labour, for once, stuck to
what Bryan Gould explain-
ed in Labour Party News:

‘Our opponents will be lob-

bing hand grenades at us
throughout the campaign,
trying to distract us from
the issue on which we can

win. We are just going to
have to discipline ourselves

and keep plugging away at
our central themes ...
developing our campaign in
a properly thought out
fashion rather than just

responding to what the

other parties are doing’
Labour, in short, began
to set the political
agenda. That is why it
began to recover rapidly in
the polls — because it was
dealing with issues which
really affected working
class lives. |

- Reason

The reason that Labour
iIs not within striking
difference of winning,
however, shows up just
what 1s the weakness of
what 1S conception of
‘working class issues’ is.

The single biggest
weakness of this entire
campaign 1s Labour’s
failure to win over women.
The national polls show
Labour only 3 per cent
behind the Tories among
men. But 1t 1s 12 per cent
behind among women.

The figures in London
are even more shattering.
The Harris poll taken in the
middle of May showed
Labour 4 per cent behind
the Conservatives among
men and 23 per cent among
women. The beneficiaries
were the Alliance — which
stood at 15 per cent among
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~men and 22 per cent among

women.

. To give some idea of
what that means if, on the
national figures, Labour
were running at the same
level among women as it
were among men it would
be four per cent higher in
the national polls — and
breathing down the Tories
neck. ~ ~

Yet Labour has easily'

the best policies for women
in this election. The
introduction of a national
minimum wage is the single
promise in this election of
any party that would
benefit women most. The
demand for a Ministry for
Women 1s supported by 64
per cent of women. Yet the
words ‘national minimum
wage’ have scarcely been
mentioned in the campaign.
There was an initial press
conference to launch the
campaign for a Ministry for
Women but since then little
has been heard of — so
little 1n fact that polls show
that the majority of women
thought that the proposal
for such a ministry was a

“policy of the SDP.

By = emphasising

health,

......
- -

‘traditional working class

issues’ — jobs, housing,
education ~——
Labour has recovered from
the absolute disaster it faced
on the line of ‘bash the

blacks, abandon the gays
and lesbians, we can bash
Militant’. But it has only
recovered to a level at which
it 1s still not winning the
election. The steps which
are necessary to win, to
overtake the Tories, will not
fit into the framework
pushed by the leadership.

Single
- This framework started
long before the election.

“The single biggest crime of

the Labour leadership in the
last four years was its failure
to support workers who
were engaged in struggle
with the Thatcher
government. Fatlure to
support the miners, the -
rate-capped councils, to

‘really back the NGA and

SOGAT at Wapping,
allowed Thatcher to deal
the blows against the labour
movement which allowed
her to even have the
possibility of winning the
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- Labour’s policy — but
that Labour’s overall sup-
port had not been dented
by late last week.’

Among the  four
reasons Kellner gave was
that ‘those who say their
loyalties are swayed by
defence tend to be non-
Labour voters already’.

By the morning of
Tuesday 2 June, TV-AM’s
rolling poll, registering
opinion from Saturday 30
May to Monday 1 June,
showed Labour down by
only one percentage point
— well within the four
point margin of error for
this poll. .

Meanwhile, CND last
week published the results

Unilateralism
put to the test

" 'AFTER A WEEK of unremitting pressure over the
- “defence issue’, Labour called its first London press
.. -conference of the election campaign on Thursday 28
= ‘May. Polaris would be scrapped within a fortnight

. of Labour taking office Neil Kinnock said. Nuclear
. deterrence is ‘unnecessary’, he said. First because 2
" Soviet occupation is not ‘feasible’ (which is
" nonsense); second because the Soviet Union has no
- _“intention of invading Western Europe (which is
= . true). Despite thehue and cry that followed — and
2. . despite all predictions to the contrary — Labour has

= . “nonsense during a TV in-
< -terview with David Frost
- +~the previous Sunday,
.+ Tories and the Alhance,
.- backed up by

_* mot fallen in the polls.

In the wake of Kin-
‘Dad’s Army’

the

the press,

“+ 'have done thelr level best
&+ " 10.keep the pot boiling on

the . Sov1et threat.
o 0T since that initial
~-.1ng, the Labour leadership

But,
plllory-

~has held up better. It has
“"done so by refusmg to shift
~its’ ground and- abandon
umlaterahsm

- Despite headlines like
the Independent s ‘Kin-
- nock spells out

nmlaterallst approach’ of

Fr1day 29 May, Labour
“-has maintained its change

- of emphasis on the defence

“issue — including for the
first time, by denying that
- the Soviet Union will in-
" vade Europe and by put-
tmg nuclear disarmament
clearl Continuing to do

throu hout the rest of
the electlon campaign 1S
“the best way of avoiding
- further 1tfalls on ‘the
defence issue’.

Should Labour revert

“to pushing its conventional

~-arms policy, the opposi-
tlon w1ll inevitable be able
to exploit all the contradic-
tlons of Labour’s position.

Even this limited
change of direction has
- already begun to

- ‘demonstrate that a com-

e __mxtmcnt t® getting rid of
_nuclear weapons from Bri-

e election and after

- Labour

tain is not the election
loser that opponents of
this policy believe it to be.
If the real issue, that the
‘Soviet threat’ is totally
bogus had been purused
over the last few years by
the Labour leadership, the
party would have been in
much better shape going
into the election. |
Since Kinnock’s

‘Polaris will go’ announce-

ment, the media have

-desperately sought splits in

‘he party leadership. Even
1ough everyone Knows
1e right completely rejects
anilateralism, the pressure
of the party ranks deman-
ding unity and success in
the election, has kept them
in line. |

‘Tories home 1n on
nuclear split’ trumpeted
Today on Monday 1 June.
It turned out that Peter
Shore ‘was quoted as say-
ing’ he would be concern-
ed about the decision of a
government to
scrap Polaris.

Alongside that non-
story appeared another:
‘Union’s bomb plea.’ But
it was hardly news that
electricians’ leader Eric
Hammond is opposed to
unilateral nuclear disarma-
ment.

Hype aside, Today’s
leader writer - was angrily
forced to conclude: ‘Mr
Kinnock has weathered
the defence storm well.
His gaffes and false

EVERY CANDIDATE will putting the Labour
Mamfesto before the electorate, making it absolute-
]y clear that the commitments in it will be the policy
“of an mcomlng Labour government. That is our job
-and given the enormous urgency of defeating Mrs
Thatcher and substituting a Labour government,
- that is the information the electorate must have. But
-in facing the challenge of tactical voting, which is a
strategy of destroying the labour movement and
" socialism, Labour candidates will inevitable be
* stressing the long-term commitment of the Labour

Party to a better life for our people.

~ From the point of view

-of the electors, the election
... must be about their own
-..=-lives and prospects. Prac-

+ «.tical matters like an end to
. the dole queues and the

- “restoration of full employ-

‘" the need for

g~ .ment; an end to.the hous-

ing - crisis and a major

.5:‘-7'_'..-bmld1ng programme; an
.- 'end to the cuts in the

health service, its expan-

.. sion, and the restoration

-of its basis free of charge;
hfelong
education on a com-
prehensive basis; the im-

. portance of giving retired
. - people dignity and a full

- life based on a living pen-
< .~ sion; the ending of low pay
- against women and black

of discnimination

ople' and of course, the

-{:endm -of the arms race
'--_-WhICh is bankrupting us
here

| leading to
millions of deaths around

-~ and

= the world.

~Labour candldates will

-be listened to if they ad-
£ - dress their arguments for

- change around the linkage
 between those demands

and the changes that

By Tony Benn MP_

would have to be made to
realise them.

Labour was set up by
the trade wunions and
others to fight for jobs,
homes and schools, for
good health, pensions and
peace. And when we speak
of representation it cannot
be limited to parliament.

The NUM was represen-

ting the miners during
their struggle, and so were
SOGAT and the NGA.

The labour movement
has come to learn that this
task of campaigning is not
solely confined to electoral
campaigns but  must
develop around struggles
of people to meet their
basic needs. That has cer-
tainly been true over the
last five years, when the

left began to get stronger

in the party, and it has

arguments over nuclear
issues have not done him
as much damage as his
supporters feared. But he
is still not a man who
deserves to. be - prime
minister.’ |

Alongside all the garish
headlines and searchmg
for the right wing split’,
the faithful bourgems
press have struggled to
find statistical proof for
their  assertions  that
Labour will plummet if it
emphasises getting rid of
ﬂclle bomb. They have fail-
e

‘More voters worried
by gap in Labour’s
defences’ claimed the Sun-

day Times last weekend.

‘Labour’s greatest liability
in the election campaign is

-now its defence policy, ac-

cording to this week’s poll
conducted - for the

helped to build a network
of support and political

education around the
country.
| Therefore when the

| election 1S over, whichever
ministers are in power, we
know that that struggle

will need to be sustained

and developed. Not least
because if Labour is in
power, the IMF and the
EEC, NATO and the City,
M15 and M6 will be trying
to destroy it. A necessary

part of our campaigns

then would be to sustain a
Labour government so
that its policy could be im-
plemented and also to
campaign. to prevent
-others that might blow it
off course.

However you look at
it, this election must be
seen as a part of a long
process and not a question
of ‘democracy for a day’
after which we revert to a
mere fan club  of
parliamentarians waiting
for the signal to do it all

~over again. It is this depth

of commitment — the
historical perspective and
the idea of a manifesto of
demands — that will prove
to be the answer to the
shallow psephological cal-
culations associated w1th
tactical voting.

I am sure every Labour
candidate will be wanting
to put socialism back onto
the agenda through seeing
the process as a continuum

Observer by the Harris
Research Centre,’ the arti-
cle began.

‘After last week’s row
on nuclear disarmament,
defence has jumped 10
points, from third to first
place, as the reason most
commonly cited by Tory
and Alliance voters for
not voting Labour,’ it con-
tinued (our emphasis).

But arguments like the

Sundav Times one have

already been refuted by
their own opinion polls.

analyses.
Peter
unilateralist, summed this
us, writing in the Indepen-
dent on Monday 1 June.
“This weekend’ polls
present a conundrum,’ he
began. ‘They register that
defence has become a-ma-
_jor election issue in voters
minds, that most dislike
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from the early days of the

movement to the moment

when we shall secure a ma-

jority for the transforma- -

tion of our society. One
factor above all is helping
us in this, and it is the new
hope for an end to the cold
war which has emerged as
a result of the Gorbachev
initiatives in disarmament
and the evident changes
taking place inside the
Soviet Union in the direc-
tion of democracy.

British socialists have
long seen the need for
democracy in the USSR
and the socialist countries
but we may have been
slower to see that it was
that same refreshment of
democracy that we require
in Britain to deal with the
crisis symbolised by the
Social Democrats who

now present themselves as
a challenge

Kellner, no

- of a survey conducted for

them by Gallup between

8-13 Ma on support for
policy. Overall, only 45 per
cent of respondents approv-
ed of Tory policy, while 41

per cent disapproved and 14

per cent didn’t know.

While there is wariness
about Labour’s position
there is not support for
the Tories defence policy.

Events of the past week
all go to show what
nuclear disarmers in the
party have been arguing
since 1983. Promising to
get rid of nuclear weapons
from Britain i1s not an
albatross for Labour.

But, like all other
p011c1es which are so
viciously opposed by the
ruling class, the popular

- majority which potentially

exists for nuclear disarma-
ment among the electorate
of this country has to be
fought for and won. That
can only be done by a con-
sistent policy that starts
from pointing out the
truth. |

If Labour does not win
the election the right wing

will undoubtedly launch a

massive campaign deman-
ding unilateralism is drop-

ped. The evidence of the
campaign is clear. Not on-
ly 'is unilateral nuclear
disarmament necessary if'

‘campaigned for, does not
lead to Labour’s support
falling.

It is significant that the
two main targets for the
Conservative attack since

.they came to power have
centres of

been two
democratic influence: the
trade unions, democratic-
ally reflecnng |
membership; and local
government, democratic-
ally reflecting the com-
munity. If anyone had any
doubt about the creative
power of democracy the
fact that the Tories have
tried to cramp it, confine
it, and in some cases
destroy it should be proof
enough of the direction in
which we should be mov-
ing when the opportunity
comes.

I am quite sure that if

these considerations are in
the minds of Labour can-
didates, the appeal we
make w1ll be one that com-
mands a majority support.

their

Alliance

Shows
its true

colours

ONE OF the delightful

things about an election
campaign, like any ma-
jor political event, is
that it forces political
positions clearly out in-
to the open. Where peo-

ple and parties stand in
the political process is

cruelly exposed. For no

person, and no party,

has this been more true
at this election than the

role of Owen and the
SDP.

What journals such as
Marxism Today have been
trying to cover up, that the
role of the SDP is to sup-
port Thatcher and That-
cherism, has come out
more clearly in this elec-
tion than ever before. So
much so that even some of
the Fleet Street press are
forced to express it.

The Sunday Express
put it rather well on 31
May: ‘All those who heard
Dr Owen’s passionate
speech on  defence last

~week will understand his

deep contempt and
loathing for the party
(Labour) to which he used
to belong.

‘They will understand,

too, why his greatest fear

has been that he might
split the Tory
allow Labour to sneak into
power through the crack.
“Today he can begin to
breathe a sigh of relief.
For he sees the Tories
holding rock steady and
only the Labour vote
‘wavering towards the
Alliance. , -
‘So ... this morning, at
least Dr Owen has one
blessing to count.
Although he himself will
have no say in the running
of Britain 12 days hence, it
looks as if he has help ed to
ensure that that d1m
dangerous, posturmg
shadow-puppet, Mr Neil
Gordon Kinnock, will
have no say in it either.’

Simon Jenkins, writing

vote, and

In the Sunday Times the
same day, put it even more
accurately: ‘His (Owen’s)
historical achievement is
to have let Mrs Thatcher

- dominate Britain with the

smallest poll percentage of
any modern Tory leader.*
This message is even
getting through to SDP
members. The SDP agent
for the marginal seat of
Nottingham North quit on
Saturday declaring he was
‘absolutely disgusted’ with
their campaign, and that it
had demonstrated they
were clearly ‘second class
Tories.’

The newspapers have

“been increasingly full of

reported complaints even
from Liberals that Owen’s
open pro-Thatcher stance
is costing them votes.
Before weeping tears
for the Liberals however it
is worth noting the nifty
Jfootwork Steel has been
doing to avoid publicity
being generated by some
of the activities of the local
Liberal parties.
notorious has been his at-
tempts to keep the glare of
publicity away from the
role of the leeral con-

Most

trolled Tower Hamlets
council.

On Monday 150
Bangla Deshi families

demonstrated outside the
National Liberal Club in

‘London against the racist

policies of the council.
Tower Hamlets  has
declared members of the
Bangla Deshi community
‘intentionally homeless’ i

~order to avoid providing

services for them and
fulfilling the statutory du-
ty to provide them with ac-
comodation. The council
argues that they have alter-
native homes — in Bangla
Desh!

Following the
Alliance’s daily press con-
ference Steel was bundied
rapidly into his car to

“avoid being photographed

near the demonstration.

He would not speak to the
demonstrators or hear
their case.
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Militant not an issue on

Merseyside

- THERE are lies,
“damned lies and

opinion polls — but
not always, especially
in key marginals like
Liverpool’s
Broadgreen.

Granada TV
commissioned a special
poll among over 800
voters in that
constituency last week.

According to the

national media, Militant

1s the issue — because
Labour MP there, Terry
Fields, is a supporter
But the poll showed
only two per cent of
voters thought Militant
of any importance.

The overwhelming
majority believed jobs
and low pay were the
main issues. And there
was no confidence in
the ability of the Tories
or Alliance to deal with
them. :
The poll also showed
Labour w1th 48 per cent
of the vote in

Broadgreen. The other
two parties are so far
behind that no tactical
voting campaign on
earth could save them
from defeat.

A similar picture is
seen across the Mersey
in Wallasey. The local
election showed Labour

- neck and neck with the

Tories in this ‘safe’

‘Conservative seat. A
full canvass of the

whole constituency

-shows Labour pulling

ahead and all set for a
victory.

- Hundreds of local
Labour Party and trade
union workers are
helping the Labour

- candidate, sacked

Cammell Laird worker
Lol Duffy, defeat the
Tories Lynda Chalker, a

. Thatcherite health and

transport minister who
has overseen the closure
of four Wallasey
hopsitals and the
privatisation and
deterioration of local
public transport.

Labour swing in

Manchester margmal

WITHINGTON, a
key marginal and the
only Tory held seat in
the Manchester city
area, seems likely to
be won by Labour
according to a recent
poll by Mori for
Granada Reports.

The poll gave
Labour 46 per cent,
Conservative 31,
Alliance 22, and others
1 per cent. The results
indicate a 15 p%mt lead
— and a swing of 10 per
cent to Labour’s
candidate, Keith
Bradley. ‘

The figures represent.

~ a huge switch since the 7

May local elections and
a boost for the Labour
campaign in
Withington.

“According to Keith
Bradley’s election agent:
‘Labour Party canvass
returns back up the
Mori poll published by
Granada Reports which
shows that the voters
are turning to us as the
only viable way to get
rid of the Tory MP,
who is little known in
the area yet votes for
policies which harm our
health, education and
local services.’

This swing to Kelth
Bradley, a prominent
member of Manchester
City council, is
interesting in the light
of the progressive
policies associated with
the council which have
been lambasted locally
and nationally by the
press, and the h1 hly
unpopular 20 per cent
rates increase.

Support our fund drive!

'SOCIALIST ACTION

urgently needs the
financial support of its
readers. We have
resumed weekly

publication in the elec-
tion period but this re-
quires a big increase in

income — much bigger .

than can be covered by
extra sales. That is why
we are asking every
single reader to make a
contribution, no matter
how small, whatever
you can afford, to our
election fund drive.

Readers in Newport
have the right idea. They
have produced the fund
raising T-shirt we show on

this page. All profits from

this will go to Socialist Ac-
tion’s fighting fund.

Not every reader is in a
position to organise a ma-
jor fund raising initiative
like this. But we ask every
reader to make a donation

— no matter how large or
small, it will help get out

our newspaper.
Please send contribu-
tions to Socialist Action
Fund Drive, PO Box 50,
L.ondon N1 2XP.

® Unity is  Strength
T-shirts, available at £4.50
each or £3.75 for bulk
orders of tem or more,
from Geoff Holmes, 4 St
Woolos Road, Newport,
Gwent. Make cheques
payable to Soclallst Ac-
tion.

- Party

It 1s no coincidence

that there has been a big

-increase in racial harass-
ment and race attacks as
unemployment grows and
welfare services deterior--
ate.

The black communities

are at the bottom of every
pile: jobs, housing, health,
education.

Take education. Our

schools system has come
under a massive attack by
the Tories. There is a shor-
tage of teachers, a lack of

text books and other

equipment and recently we

have seen an onslaught by
Kenneth Baker on anti-
racist education.

. Look at the response to
Brent which has started
the process of developing a
currrculum which centrally
includes anti-racist educa-
tion. Under a Labour
government Brent and
areas like it will be able to
pursue that sort of educa-
tion policy that benefits
the black communities and
other oppressed parts of

~ this society.

Labour is also the only
party where black people
can lead a fight against
racist immigration laws
and for the democratic
control of the police by
local  authorities. No
government but a Labour

one will even begin to-

change things in the in-
terests of black people.
Black people will get
nothing from the Tory
. And the Alliance is
the Tories in disguise.
We’ve seen that in Tower
Hamlets where they are
evicting Bangladesh1
families — we’ve see their

racist colours i1n Tower

Hamlets.

work to

FOR THE LAST eight years we have had a savage
Tory government determined to drive back the gains
that the working class have made — and black peo-
ple have suffered most under the Tories. Those at-
tacks must be reversed. We need a Labour govern-
ment committed to revamping the economy and
creating jobs, committed to funding the health ser-
vice, education and local government, so that work-
ing class people benefit. About 90 per cent of black
people in this country support Labour. They should
be voting for a Labour government on 11 June.

A vote for Labour is

vital on 11 June, but it
-~ isn’t enough. The Labour
Party Black Section argues
that black people should
also join the party and join

Black Sections so we can
ensure that
Labour is committed to
anti-racist socialist
policies. Those policies
will only
addressed by the party if
we work and organise to
bring them about.

By Kingsley Abrams,
Secretary,
Black Section

It is important that the
black community builds

alliances with other sec-

tions of the working class.
Only by being active in the
Labour Party and in the
labour movement can we
build the alliances that will
allow us to lead the strug-
gle for the elimination of
racism in society. .

The Labour Party
Black Section has already
played a fundamental part
in that. We have not only
increased the profile of
black people and raised
the necessity for our self-

organisation in the Labour

Party, but the Black Sec-

- tion has also played a vital

part in beginning to forge
such an alliance, by its role
in Labour Left Liaison,

the umbrella organisation

which brings together the
different campaigns
within the party.

Tackling racism and
sexism is fundamental to
LLL, as well as supporting

Party.

- Section has

be consistently :

anti-imperialist campaigns
and struggles, and fighting

for democracy and ac-

countability within the
party and against all witch
hunts. Alliances like that
are a vital part of our
strategy.

The Black Section aims
not only to deepen our

roots in the community,

but to make sure that the
self-organisation of black
people becomes an impor-
tant part of the Labour
| Eventually Black
Sections will win constitu-

tional recognition in the

party.
The concept of black

self-organisation has a
long tradition. The Black
‘developed
within the Labour Party
what was already happen-
ing outside.

Since then we’ve seen
an increase in the represen-

tation of black people.

There are now over 200
black Labour councillors,
the majority of whom sup-
port Black Sections. There
are three black leaders of
councils. And there is a

high probability that after

11 June there- will be at
least five black MPs.

All those developments
come about as a result of
campaigning for black
representation. At the
same time we have seen in-
creasing involvement by
Black Sections in the cam-
paigns of the black com-
munity — from Broad-
water Farm to the Kenure
Plastics strike.

The alliances that the .

Black Section wants to
build benefit the Labour
Party and the labour
movement as a whole.

They are in the interest of

working class com-

“munities as a whole.

Black people have an
important part to play.
They should start by

casting their vote for a

Labour government on 11
June. But they should also

join the Labour Party and

the Black Section to carry
out the fight for anti-racist
socialist pohc1es that will
fundamentally change this
society.

Why black people should vote
Labour
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WHY on earth did you
choose to publish that
terrible photograph of a
CPSA/SCPS picket to

“illustrate your article
‘Civil servants step up
action’ in the 8 May
‘editton of Socialist
Action?

The photograph I am
referring to shows male
members of the union
standing in the
foreground, holding
their placards, smilmg at
the camera — the
women members firmly
in their place in the
background (without
placards) huddled
together. One can only
picture the scene —
‘Right lads, grab a
placard, let’s get our
photo taken — out of
the way, please, ladies’.

I realise that this
photograph may

Hattersley’s credibility gap in Birmingham

MR ROY HATTERSLEY is not having a good elec-
tion campaign. Despite his promment role as deputy
leader of the Labour Party in the usual round of
rallies and TV and radio programmes, the local and
national press have carried regular reports of unrest
in his Sparkbrook constntuency, among what he

- members

once contemptuously called ‘my Asians’.

Two weeks ago the
disputes appeared to come

to a head. Mr Mohammed -

Yousaf, chair of the
Sparkhill ward, resigned
frorn the party after ten
years. He alleged neglect

- of the constituency’s hous-

ing, social and educational
problems, adding
when Hattersley did' attend
constltuency meetings it
was to ‘whip the Asians in-
to line’. |
He went on to urge
Asians in Sparkbrook to
vote for the Tory can-
didate. Other  party
followed in
Yousaf’s wake in a damag-
ing display of discontent.
Outside .
many assumed that they
‘were watching the depar-

‘that

- Sparkbrook

ture of yet another dicai-

fected Hattersley man. But
thmgs are rarely what they
seem in Sparkbrook.

In fact,
identified with the broad
Hattersley opposition; his
position  as chair of
Sparkhill ward had been
won with the left’s sup-
port. So what drove
Mohammed Yousaf and
the others out of the
Labour Party and into the
‘Tory camp?

Yousaf was

B{ Mick Archer o
- In the first place
Sparkbrook’s right wing:

the Sparkhill ward is the.

sole remaining base of op-
position in the Spark-
brook constituency. As

such, it has been on the

- wasn’t

receiving end of several at-
tempts to ‘whip it into line’
— expulsions, intimida-
tion and disruption of its
meetings have all played a
part in this. |
Mohammed Yousaf,
as the chair of the ward,
has been a target of regular
abuse at ward meetings
and was recently accused
of assault by one right
winger after Yousaf step-

ped in to prevent a fight.. -
| He was also facing possi-

ble disciplinary charges for
allegedly describing con-
stituency  officers as
racists.

It was a Dby-now
familiar pattern of in-
timidation aimed at driv-
ing him out of the party
without burdening the Na-
tional Constitutional
Committee  with  yet
another case. Not surpris-
ingly Sparkbrook’s right

~ wing were ‘ecstatic’ when
| Yousaf decided to go.

But Yousaf’s decision
simply due to
pressure from the party’s

right wing. The deepening

discontent among many

Sparkbrook constituents
— black and white — i1s
very real.

Sparkbrook boasts
some of the worst housing
and unemployment in the
West Midlands. There is a
growing credibility gap
between Hattersley’s cam-

paign against Black Sec-

tion and against the left,
carried out on behalf of
‘ordinary folk’, and his
lack of campaigning

~around any of the issues
- that actually effect them.

- In this year s local elec-
tions Labour’s share of the
vote fell from 68 to 55 per
cent across the three wards
in the Sparkbrook consti-
tuency, whrle the Tories’
share increased from 18to
30 per cent. This brought
the Tories within 356 votes
of taking one of the seats.

Now several Muslim
religious leaders, or Im-
ams, have expressed public
support for Mr Nazr

Khan, the Tory parhamen-

......
''''''
-

................

represent the reality of _.
civil service which have a:
predominantly female

“membership (over 70 per ""

cent of CPSA members
are women) but whose
full time officers and

‘national officials are

mostly male. But thereis
another reality, which is
that there are a lot of
women playing an actxve
role at a grass roots level .
of the union.

There are women
organising pickets and

standing on picket lines -

during the current

disp ute Couldn’t you = "

have published a
photograph of them?

- And if one wasn’t

available couldn’t you at. . ;
least have censored this

one? I really did find 1t

offensive. o
* Paula Wilkes, CPSA_t | -

Equal Opportumtles
Comrmssmn Branch

tary candidate. What nn- ‘i
pact this will have ‘on
Labour’s vote remalns to_-,-‘
be seen.

But for S arkbrook” oy
right wing there are bigger
fish to fry. Not content

with dnvmg members out”
they are now
talking of ‘restructuring’
the Sparkhill ward: and, .

of the party

of course, Sparkhill might = -

not be the only ward to-"-l

suffer this fate.

As Kevin Scally, ncrw
Sparkhill ward treasurer.
after his successful cam- .

paign - for rernstatement
explains: ‘Clearly,

if we

lose the eneral electlon‘;.

the left w1ll be blamed. =
There will be a crack down..
on left wing wards and i in- -

_dmduals

~ ‘The closure of a left -
wing ward in Hattersley’s
constituency would be a;_{ :

signal to other right wing

dominated constltuen(:les;f;{*.--;-i_ ,_

to do the same. That’s why

the whole of the Labou *;_;
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 Ireland will be the vote of Sinn Fein — the only party
- campaigning for British withdrawal and a united
~- - Ireland. Britain’s entire policy over the last two years

- has been directed to the goal of eliminating mass sup-
- port for Sinn Fein. In the general election they had
. hoped to see this reflected in a collapse of Sinn Fein’s
. vote and, above all, in the defeat of Gerry Adams by
. the Soc1al Democratic Labour Party (SDLP) in West

" ON 11 JUNE the test of British policy in northern

.. Belfast.

Sinn Fein’s campaign

27" was launched around a

~ manifesto
~ Freedom,
.. Peace’. This argues that the

‘For
and

entit}ed
Justice

only democratlc solution to

| the war in Ireland is British
"~ withdrawal and Irish self-
- -determination. Within this
. framework, Sinn Fein sup-
¢ ports every possible step to
=" improve the living stan-

end the

dards and

+ . discrimination suffered by

the nationalist population
in the six counties.

Sinn  Fein takes -up

'- .spec1flcally women’s rights
- ..and also demands anend to

““discrimination against the
- Irish langupge and culture,

that the six counties be
T -recognised as a bilingual .

... The Irish Times on

Monday 1 June reported on
the start of Gerry Adams
campaign in the Ballymur-
phy area of West Belfast as
follows: ‘In this small
republican enclave, which
boasts wall to wall IRA
graffitti, new murals urging

Vote Adams and Adams X

cover the gable walls. The
street pavements echo the
same message and every se-
cond house has its own
brand new Adams poster in
the window. He didn’t have
to canvas — just showing
his face was enough to con-
firm the vote.’

Study

Of course not every area
is as solidly republican as
Ballymurphy, but nonethe-
ess, Sinn Fein reports that

its initial canvas returns

P R a2t - s 2 - a2 e

.....................

show it is holding and even
slightly increasing its vote.
It 1S gaining support
amongst young voters on
the register for the first

time.
Action

The SDLP’s appeal in
the election was to have
been based on the benefits
the Anglo-Irish Agreement
was to produce for the na-
tionalist community. But
these have not materialised.
The SDLP’s promise of
steps towards disbanding of
the notoriously sectarian
UDR and reform of the
RUC have been exposed as
completely false.

The RUC and UDR
treatmenti of the nationalist
community has got worse
not better since the agree-
ment was signed —
something exposed by the
ruthless harassment and in-
timidation at  recent
republican funerals.

So, the SDLP have
shifted their tack somewhat
to attack Adams for refus-
ing to take up his seat at
Westminster. They argue he
has failed to represent his
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‘Millar 1s the

constituency and win
material concessions. Sinn
Fein’s responds that what

- concessions the nationalist

community has extracted
from Britain have been a
result of mass campaigns
and the republican struggle,
not the SDLP’s lobbying.

® @

Opinion

Sinn Fein do take up
seats in the Dublin parlia-
ment, Leinster House, but
they do refuse to attend the
‘Westminster  parliament
which has no legitimacy in
the nationalist community
and in which, 1n any case,
representatives of the na-
tionalist community can
never constitute more than
a minute and insignificant
minority.

So it appears that the
main chance the SDLP
have of defeating Adams is
to persuade
Unionists to vote ‘tactically’
for them to keep out Sinn
Fein. This is precisely what
Joe Hendron, the SDLP’s
candidate means when he
says Unionists ‘may well
feel that a vote for Frank
Millar is wasted’. Frank
general
secretary of the Offical

- Unionists and their West

Belfast candidate.
Nonetheless the SDLP
receive major support from
the Westminster and Dublin
governments.

Left

Alongside the efforts to
politically undermine Sinn
Fein and build up the SDLP
there are more sinister
developments.

Election workers in
West Belfast estimate they
have 6-8 cases of election
workers being harassed in
various ways by the security
forces — abuse, searches,
arrests and so on — every

- 24 hours. This has included:

Martin McGuiness, Sinn
Fein candidate in the Foyle
constituency, being held by

the RUC in Newry; Gerry

ST TN T AR AT e T T WL e
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O’Hara, chair of Derry
Sinn Fein, being held by the
RUC for the best part of a
week; Eamon McKenna,
having his nose broken by
British soldiers whilst put-
ting up posters for Sinn Fein

“1n North Belfast and so on.

More worrying, 1s the
way that Sinn Fein workers
are being made the targets
of sectarian assassination
attempts. Normally, loyalist
assassins gun down ar-
bitrarily selected catholics.
But in these cases they are
specifically targetting Sinn’
Fein workers.

Enemy

Alex Maskey, Adams’
election agent was shot at

his home and is still serious-
ly 1ill in hospital.

Alex
Quinn, a Sinn Fein worker
in North Belfast, was shot
by men in RUC uniform,
when he refused to open his
front door to them.

‘Another Belfast Sinn Fein

worker, Brendan Davies
was shot in a shoemakers’
shop. '

There is strong evidence
for collusion by the security
forces in these assassination
attempts. They were all car-
ried out by professional hit
squads who had detailed
knowledge of the move-
ments and habits of their
intended victims. That type
of information cannot be
gathered by loyalist
assassins n strong
republican areas. The only
people in a position to
gather that type of informa-
tion would be the security
forces.

If Sinn Fein succeed in
holding their vote with the
entire apparatus of repres-
sion, the Dublin govern-

‘ment, the British govern-

ment political party in the
six counties against them it
will be a colossal victory
and a major defeat for the
entire strategy of British im-
perialism in Ireland.

rub my hair and ears

and like an animal I
=~ have to lift my feet so

~they can inspect them

.
5

+-- ween their introduction in

- November 1986, 2000 strip
", searches were made of
~ women in Armagh and
" later in

. .demonstrations

That’s how  Ella

A 'O’Dwyer now in Durham
.~ prison, described her ex-

perience of strip-searching

-~ while on remand in Brix-
. ton,
S avera{‘g]e stnpped 50 times a
. mon

where she was on

In the four years bet-

November 1982 and

Maghaberry
prison. There were never

.- more than 30 women held
= at any one time.

They are ]ustlfled on

grounds of ‘security’. In

* - all that time only one five

- pound note and one phial
—-of perfume were ever
- found on prisoners.

"Now systematic strip-
searchmg has been stepped

~ wpin British prisons. Irish
.+ women in British jails, are

immediate targets, but

" others have been subjected
.. to forced strip-searching:
" black women, women ar-
- rested at Greenham and

Faslane after disarmament
and

Support the strip-searc

‘1 HAD to stand naked
" while they checked my
_‘_;(:lothes. Prison officers

miners’ wives.

Anne Matthews, leader
of Southwark Council,
recently visited Ella
O’Dwyer and described
the security methods:
‘Durham H wing was
originally used in 1961 as a
special  security  and

. punishment block for male

escapees. In 1965 the wing
was converted for the ar-
rival of the train robbers
and the Kray brothers.

‘The conversion In-
cludes dog runs, electric
surveillance and other
forms of maximum securi-
ty. I had gone through
four sets of electromcally
controlled doors, in-
numerable other locked
doors and gates, guarded
all the time, been
photographed, been
checked over with a metal
detector, then stared at by
two warders during every
minute of my visit with
Ella.” Yet she knew that
Ella would be stripped
when she left.

Strip-searching is
designed to produce the
maximum stress, anxiety
and fear through what all
women who have suffered
it have called ‘humiliation’
and ‘sexual violence’. It
has resulted 1in severe

weight loss among women

prisoners, migraine,
menstrual problems and
other stress-related il-

Inesses. -
Many groups and
organisations 1n Britain

and Ireland have stated

their opposition to strip

searching. Peopie such as
Peter Barry, Irish Minister
of Foreign Affairs and
Cardinal O’Fiach have
called it degrading and in-
human.

In Britain many trade
unions have policy against
it, as does the National
Or anisation of Labour
Women and the National
Union of Students. So has

“humane

the  Labour Party,
although again it under-
mines its whole argument
by the kind of statement in
1ts election manifesto. “We
will replace present strip-
searching practice with
more effective and accep-
table security measures’.
Although many of the
arguments - against = strip-
searching have been won,
the practice goes on — and
with increasing frequency.
It is vital that this in-
treatment  of
women is stopped.

e a1 University Students Unjon, Mew Etvet, Durhan

7 OPT

demo!

The
organised by the Stop the
Strip-Searches Campaign

in Durham on Saturday

June 13 at 2pm 1s a step
towards this.

Passing policy by itself
will never do anything.
This demonstration, and
all others like it, should
have the support of all
those who want to stop
this assault on women. -
For more information, in-
cluding tickets for coaches
and speakers contact the
campaign c/o 01-609 1743.
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Socialist Action

‘Women students i in
conference

THE WOMEN’s campaign conference of the
National Union of Students met last weekend
in Newcastle. The women’s campaign of

- NUS has greatly increased its power for the

By Polly Vittorini,
Delegate, SOAS

first time this year through the creation of the
post of women’s officer as a full member of
the NUS executive elected by women. This
parallels the demands of WAC in the Labour
Party and is in itself a victory for women in

NUS.

Of only two candldates for the post, both were
Labour Party members and supporters of WAC.
However, Julia Grant, who was elected, was the

only one of the two who supported the creation of

the post of women’s officer at last . NUS
conference. Most of conference was taken up with
this election, and anti-imperialist politics were
entirely absent from the agenda, which dealt with
sexual harassment, access to education and a
‘Charter for Women’.

Arguments for the charter, which was
proposed by ‘Soclallst Students in NOLS’ called
for the women’s campaign to ‘go back to basics’
— tampon machines in toilets, better lighting,

childcare and access courses — on the basis that

this would involve as many women as possible.
Perhaps next year we shall hear demands for-a
campaign for women’s toilets on all campuses as
the way to involve a/l women! =

- Conference mandated its elected represen-

tatives to prepare such a charter, while campaign-

ing against strip-searches was not discussed
because of lack of time! Meanwhile, motions for
campaigning against racist and sexist immigration
laws, and for supporting women fighting apar-
theid in South Africa were not prioritised. The
situation of Palestinian women was mentioned on-
ly once throughout conference, in a lmstmg speech
by a Campaign Student supporter, and it is in-
dicative of the true situation that both candidates
for women’s officer support the continued ex-
istence of the Zionist state of Israel.
Another resolution calling for a Labour victory
in the general election in the interests of women
was also not taken for lack of time, even though it
had the wntten support of half the delegates.
Clearly women’s conference is not prioritised by
NUS and it needs more time and resaurces. |
- Conference also voted to introduce a system of
electing the women’s committee by reserving
places for black, Jewish, lesbian, Irish, disabled
women and women W1th children who would be
elected by closed caucuses. ThlS means that the
number of candidates for women’s committee will
be greatly reduced and roughly two-thirds of con--
ference will not-have a vote on eight places out of

nine. This will limit not extend democracy and

political clarity of conference.
At present the National Organisation of

Labour Students do not stand a slate for elections,

and no candidates apart from those of Campaign

Student stand on a platform of support for
Laboar.
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HE most important issue at
this election is the Thatcher
government’s assault on the
strength of the labour movement
— against the trade unions, the

. ®
support of the Labour Party, and '
against Labour’s use of local | |
government to oppose govern- | | ,

ment policies.
Previous issues of Socialist ®
Action have looked at the scope |
of Thatcher’s attack on local
government and the Labour Par-
ty. But for eight years the centre
of the political stage has been oc-
cupied by Thatcher’s assault on
the trade union movement. The
defeat of ASLEF, the defeat in
British Leyland, of the NGA at
Warrington, of the NGA and
SOGAT at Wapping, and of the
miners have marked that
offensive.

But beneath the surface other
shifts, with profound long term
consequences, are taking place.
These will continue to operate
whatever government is elected.
JOHN ROSS looks at the trends
in the trade unions linked to the openings. Most are linked to the develop- tom 10 per cent of earnings have seenan  launch the union’s ‘link up’ campaign,

growth of the ‘dual economy’. ment of what has become known as the  increase of income of 6 per cent since  aimed at organising part time and tem-
dual economy. The changes involved are 1979. Those on the bottom quarter anin-  porary workers, also correctly described

extremely radical and demand a clear, crease of 9 per cent, those on average ear- the new realist strategy p,f t.he EET-
and new, strategy from the labour nings an increase of 13 per cent, those on PU/AEU: ‘Business unionism is a short

| movement. the top quarter an increase of 20 percent, ~ step down the path. The single union
E HE Il scale of sethbacks suf | | and those on the top 10 per cent an in-  deals, the sweetheart approach, follow as
5 overall sca’e o1 SCIhacks St - O understand the tasks facing  crease of 25 per cent. Two million night follows day, and you end up in a
" fered by the trade unions since  J the trade unions today the first ~ workers have been forced into poverty ghastly parody of the old craft unionism,
E 1979 is obvious. Membership has  fact which must be grasped is that,  throughunemployment. crossing picket lines, selling out the jobs
| fallen .frf)m !3.4 million in 1979 to despite the defeats, the fall in union In addition to the differentials pro- of thousands of your fellow trade
'i 9.5 million 1986. Days lost In e < el 3 P unionists to  boost our own
F -5 million In . Days 10s membership is still, as yet, limitedin  duced by the direct increases in wages, .. bershin.’ your
| strikes fell from 29 millionin 1979 —  Britain compared to historically  Thatcher has sought to consolidate these Edn g : : -
. ioh ficure. to 2 . : L e monds, in April 1986, could also
an exceptionally high figure, comparable periods of recession.  €conomic divisions through other means .
A~ . | par : : g correctly draw out the trade union 1m-
million in 1986. The number of while th le and lencth of  — inparticular subsidised sales of coun- ... L R
strikes fell f 5 400 to 1.050 ile the scale ana lengih O h dsh The aim of this h plications of new realism: ‘Business
strikes 1ell from 2, 0 1,090, unemployment now  exceeds ' TOUSES At shares. 1heamm 01 RIS a5, hi6ni5m is the epitome of . . . sectional

Loss of membership in the strongest . . ‘s . been not only economic but political — . . )
unions is as high. In 1079-86 the TGWU gnylt.hm.g seen in British h'ﬁ?"".y’ tl.‘l‘i to reinforce the position of a relatively “l%daih“tré‘r‘l’d’;‘ignd . ;e;?;?f ﬂll‘énsgcfafl b
lost 31 per cent of its members, the NUR ~ Go¢ 1€ 1 BT membership Is stl prosperous section of the working class Py . b he socld
28 per cent, GMBATU 23 pe; cent. the not as severe as in the recession of the that will vote either Tory or Alliance. 1deo:qglcal V"‘t‘ltu es the tra(tigz utlll:on move;?
AEU 20 per cent — the last figure being 19208 and 1930s. | This strategy has been relatively o oot o And vou miight
a considerable underestimate. Only the Between 1920 and 1928, the firsteight  politically successful — aided by the ;0. eqhardise a few civil rights in the
big public sector unions NUPE and - years of the inter-war recession, the trade dreadful record of the last two Labour eali‘ti mp for example. the ri ght o strike
NALGO — together with COHSE, have =~ URiOns lost 42 per cent of their member- . governments. In 1979 and 1983 three %y . el,“ ‘o be r ep reés ente c%i‘n the'way
maintained their membership. The only ~ ship. By 1933, the trough of the inter-war ~ million workers, the great bulk of them He b P 4 Ye way
major unions - which have increased  period, they had.IOSt 47 per cent. The27  skilled or living in the more prosperous you want to l‘f repfrpsente . You are gIv- !
membership are BIFU (Banking, In-  Percent decline in trade union member-  south of the country, stopped voting i“g u;l)l_.somet g undamem%! m‘;’lrdg" S g N
curance and Finance Unidn) in the ex-  ship_since 1979 is therefore, as yet,  Labour and started voting Tory and V‘;}i‘;g‘:,v € a very narrow sectional ac- Ty

- andine financial services sector and  significantly less than in previous periods  Alliance. .

- %ASS °_ the latter mainly through of recession. The absolute level of trade This developing structure of the New realism is a strategy to attempt

union membership is twice that of the  workforce, and the divisions inside the O Protect the most privileged sections of
< the working class — and the unions that

inter-war period — and, apart from the  working class that are being consolidated | -~ - .
19770s, still the hlgheSt level in British by other means, eVIdently pose tremen- contain them‘ It 1s prepar(?d to accept,
history. dous strategic problems for the trade and requires, the destruction of other
" But the most important new, and  unions. First how to organise and main- ~ S¢CL1O1S of the trade union movement —
" long term, developments flow from the  tain traditional trade unionism among 3;:’;?15, 322}’;“ ?tt:g %’é’%}%&‘lﬁ;n tlt1e tone
restructuring of the capitalist economy. teOre — 1 : ' un of . . AS a stratcgy
| 5 b 4 the ‘cor¢’ — in particular among the new it involves selling large numbers even of

amalgamations.

The most serious anti-trade union
laws this century have been imposed. The
right to effective picketting, to boycott
goods produced in workplaces in dispute,
to take immediate industrial action after
‘mass meetings, have all been removed.

| i ve developed the con-  Ihisisthe tendency developinginallim-  jndustries and those sections of the . 1arge
Eggngg utrgs\ seize the asslf):ts of major perialist economies today, to restructure working class where Thatcher has con- i]t.s %wn men;berijobs llln Qrder to secuﬁe
: he N the workforce around a core of per-  centrated on creating relatively pro- « e WaBts or those that rernain — the
unions — such as the NGA, TGWU, strategy of the EETPU in the power

( tly employed workers, in many ditions. Second how t
SOGAT and NUM. The new package of Lo oo vl oas KeS, sperous conditions. Second how to
anti-union measures In Iihe g1”01"y cascs well paid, and a periphery o f part organise among the ‘periphery’ — the
: : : time and temporary workers with few | £ d part ti

‘manifesto would enshrine the right to - . new layers of temporary and part tme
scab, ban high turn out workplace ballots rights — with the gap between the two workers. - Finally, how to recreate the
in union elections, and replace them with sharply increasing. This development,  relative unity of the working class that

i the ‘dual economy’, is the characteristic ~ has been broken by the dual economy

supply industry and John Golding in BT.
~In line with their social base new
realist unions vote most determinedly in
the labour movement against the
demands of low paid workers, women

{ower turn out postal ballots, and ban the £ : . : and black people — and against workers
| 4 eature of the recession. th olitical offensive of ¢ peopic — and against WOrkers
closed shop. o The trends towards a dual economy f;,?g tcher?sm P in the public sector. They are the chief L
The number of victimisations has . pritai lear Since the depth of th ' opponents of unilateral nuclear disarma- oy A
significantly increased. More than 800 . .ccion “in 1981, the number of full ment, the strongest supporters of NATO 7% > » ONC UNIoN dcals,. auy
| ‘ mlg;(crs \;/)ere ksaclléecli) ‘during thg NARM time workers has decreased from 16.6 to HE development of the. dual etc. They are also the unions which have E?é‘élc?lACl?“aborﬁ‘[f;lon Wlthdt'.he_’:;_g}.-f
¢ strike. Dere obinson an an ot : been most prepared to enter into contact iberal Alliance. 1he second is an-d
15.6 million. Simultaneously the number economy has undoubtedly with the S-II))P.p ' . gressive traditional unionism of

| - Thornett were victimised i British ¢ 551 ime and temporary workers has  helped reinforce the development of

Leyland. A less publicised series of vic- - "o cod from 7.0 to 8.1 million. The politcal problems in the core sec- ~ ASTMS-TASS type. Socialists, as

‘new realism’ in the umions. The (o in particular its expanding sections, their strategy in the unions, must- g

| timisations has taken place in other S : _
‘ industries. o s I e ok one gy Skilled unions — the EETPU, AEU,  explains part of the significance for the  Strong SuPPort (o fhe TASHAT
Entire industrial sectors such as steel  ,or cent are men and 31 per cent women. NCU — with their main base among trade union movement of the TASS- ~ MeI8er — while fighting to correct:

have been decimated. The printing in- ‘A 1 on0 part time and temporary workers the ‘core’ workers, are the centre of ASTMS merger. Despite drawbacks, con- ~ W'°f8 positions we have outlined. .

dustry is going through a revolution (. hortions are nearly reversed — 38 the mew realist trend. | centrated in the undemocratic practices = | s
| - which is severely weakening union power. o, gen?are men and 62 p)ér cent women. The social base of ‘new realism’ was 0f TASS’s Morning Star dominated FE secondl kcey de:;:gll:m
| Pr%vatls.atlon lsl-alSO a major threat to the The economy, in Short, is being aCtually accumtely described by John leadership, and 1ts backward po!ﬁicies on ) .a mg’ p ace R g
, unions in sectors such as healthand local ... - ctructed around a core of full time ~ Edmonds, general secretary of the GMB, issues such as women and racism, the periphery — and_. m.
‘ government. male workers and a periphery of short .in Contrasﬁng it tO developments among pOliCieS of the TASS-ASTMS merger devel Opments in the pe npheryw

; decrligggdar%ig 1‘111?;%2:1 :)S? ;C:Ilul:;ss%lgo - term and te'mp'orary, .mainly femz.tle, the working. class as a whole: findustrial, represent fO_rm gf traditional aggressive = COr€ of the_ labou_l' ll:lovemqu;

| stewards .i  manufacturing fell frorg workers — with the periphery increasing demographlc. aqd technological trepds trade unionism in the core sectors — an un@erstandm_g the . eveo;;
d 130,000 in 1981 to ] Og 000 - 1083 in size compared to the core. Ou't51de point to a shrinking of ... well-orgamsed 1mport‘ant coungerv,velght.to Fhe pohgnes takmg place.hgre requires a. AA.:. 3

EOzlm?& er cent fall in the number of  Sven the periphery are 12 per cent of the sectorsand the growth of a new class of of the ‘new realists’. While it organises  perspective it is worth outlining..

: shop § te\?var ds compared with a 33 per workforce who are unemployed — on the ¢xploited workers ... New jobs are being overzvhelm.lglgly : a%ggg Whltg. cqllar The reformism of the Bl‘itish' la

| eent fall in manufacturing employment understated official figures. | created only in private services, and these ~ WOTKCTS, WILA OTL'Y stretching Into  movement, based in the power of Br

E ' Within that workforce itself major  Jobs are primarily for part-time women the manual sectors, nevertheless a = jmperialism, meant it historically

i

The total number of full time shop  pifs are taking place — with industries ~ workers ... TASS/ASTMS merger would providean  gressed itself primarily to the topms
eriod fell from 8.000 to 2.000. ~ such as steel and mining in decline and I cannot . .. see much appeal to these hat b At - layers of the working class — 1gnor
p _. m 9, ’ , the private service sector and certain high ~ workers in the “market” or “business™ That is why both the Tories and the SDP  the most oppressed. Trotsky put ‘i
; " If these defeats were the only tech sections of manufacturing expan- unionism promoted by some commen- haveset the task of trying to preventthe  point very well: ‘opportunist organisi
: developments which had taken place  ding. The number of white collar tators and unions. This model seems MCISCL , ., - tions by their very nature concentig
under Thatcher then, indeed, the situa-  workers is constantly rising comparedto ~ geared only to a small part of the Among the new sections of ‘COr€  “their attention on the top layers of
tion would be bleak. However beneath  the number of manual workers. workforce (generally on a secure inside ~ Workers, in particular the high tech in-  working class.” The majority, of ‘&
| the surface important shifts have taken ~ The differentials affecting these two  track).’ | | dustries, there are only two mass roads - working class movement collaborated
f place which pose not simply great threats  parts of the economy are rapidly widen- Bill Morris, deputy general secretary ~ today. The first is the open class  the international policies of British:

to the labour movement but also major  ing. Those on the boundary of the bot- of the TGWU, at the conference to  collaborationism of the new realists — perialism, it failed to take up
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emands of women workers, it actively
omoted racist policies, it failed to
prganise youth.

.. The price paid for this backwardness,
venr-in the most immediate terms, let
onethe crime it represented against the
sppressed, and the historical conse-
fruences for the labour movement, was

AP

gnormous. Taking simply the electoral

R
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Eonsequences, for example, it condemn-
4 the labour movement to 16 years of
ry government between 1951 and 1974
=~ Labour defeated the Tories in the vote

mong men at every general election
rom. 1945 to 1974 but the Tories appeal-

L
s

.over the heads of the male working

Y
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.

ass to women to win the elections of

51,1955, 1959 and 1970.
“The significance of the present

levelopment is that the labour move-
gentcan no longer allow itself such lux-
ities. What is involved in the attempt,
nd necessity, of unions to begin to
rganise in the ‘periphery’ is a reversal of
he entire historic trend of British trade
gnionism: -

- Some implications of the necessity of
e unions to start to organise among the
seriphery’, where the overwhelming ma-

ty. of workers are women — and
ny black, are beginning to penetrate
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the trade union movement. Some were
spelt out by Bill Morris in Tribune on 23
January discussing the ‘link up’ cam-
paign: ‘First, the trade unions will have to
come to terms with their own history;

their own failure to represent the very

people who are now being pushed into
the secondary labour force. Most tem-
porary and part-time workers are women
... child care has in the past been at best
a marginal issue for trade unions, as have
many of the other central concerns of
women workers. That was never right,
but now it could be disastrous.’

Edmonds also spelt out some of the
implications in terms of his proposed
strategy for the unions: ‘We have got to
put together a strategy that does
something for all working people ... A
system of legal minimum rights, in-
cluding pay and hours guaranteed, unfair
dismissal guarantees on day one for any
service, any length of hours.

‘We have got to campaign for such
changes, which above all ‘will help the
unorganised. This will put the trade
union movement on the side of the op-
pressed and disadvantaged, which 1s a
side of the argument we haven’t actually
been on for some time. It also puts us on
the side of women, which is good
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because we have tended to be on the side
ofmen...’

Edmonds actually doesn’t have a
strategy $0 deal with this situation. But
the pressure on him, shown in his
remarks, shows the new situation clearly.
It is also beginning to show in new
policies being adopted by the unions.

The first step, one decisive for the
future of the labour movement, is sup-
port for the policy of a national
minimum wage. Adopted as official
policy by the TUC and Labour Party at
their 1986 conferences, it has, however,
not been pushed by the Labour Party.

The NUPE membership, the union
which led the fight to get the minimum
wage policy, has reaffirmed it is not going
to give up the fight for it. NUPE’s 1987
conference adopted a policy of deman-
ding a national minimum wage be set at
two thirds of average national earnings.
This would mean a minimum of £120 a
week — as opposed to the £80 a week
which has been mooted by the TUC and
Labour Party.

Equally significantly, the NUPE con-
ference rejected tying the introduction of
a minimum wage to wage restrictions on
higher paid workers — by voting to op-
pose any wage restraint measures under a

Labour government. Maintaining both
positions is vital to have any ability to
unite the working class. If a minimum
wage is tied to support for wage controls
higher paid workers will simply vote Tory
and Alliance and support the new
realists. The policy of the minimum wage
is decisive itself because it affects the en-
tire low paid section of the working class
— the entire periphery. |

The second development is the shift
in the unions position on women. With a
tremendous delay the huge increase in
the number of women in work — up
three million since 1950, is working 1ts
way consistently through the unions. At
its 1987 conference NUPE became the
first major union to elect a majority of
women to its executive. GMBATU has in-
troduced a system of reserving one
quarter of its executive places for women.
Without developing systematic policies
in support of women workers it is quite
impossible to organise in the ‘periphery’.

he third development has been

the extension of struggle,.and
political development, into new sec-
tors. The period immediately prior
to Thatcher’s election saw an un-
precedented wave of struggle by
public sector and health workers —
the winter of discontent. Following
this 1982 saw the longest ever strike
in the National Health Service. A
year later, 1983 saw the first national
strike in the water and sewage in-
dustry. This year has seen the first
ever national strike in

telecommunications. | -

Most significant of all however, has
been the struggles waged in the last two
years by the teachers and civil servants —
the first serious campaigns of industrial
action ever waged by these groups. Fur-
thermore the political fund ballots saw
not merely every union vote to retain its
political fund but new civil service
unions, the IRSF and CPSA, voting to
establish political funds. NALGO will be
voting on the establishment of a political
fund at this year’s conference. Another
important campaign among white collar
workers is that to unify the two TUC aft-
filiated teaching unions — the NUT and
NAS/UWT.

In short, while severe setbacks have
been suffered in traditional sections of
the working class, industrial action, and
serious trade unionism, has been
spreading far more. widely than
previously. '

The concentration of much of this
struggle in the public service sector 1s
perfectly logical. The development of the
dual economy creates a highly produc-
tive, highly paid, manufacturing sector
which is serviced by a low paid service
sector. A large part of the most vital of
these services are in the public sector.
While the government can privatise in-
dividual industries such as telecom-
munications, gas or steel, it cannot, in
the present relation of forces, dismantle
the health service — the largest single
employer in the country, the education
system, the civil service, or, despite 1ts
best efforts, local government. Even the
process of privatisation in sectors such as
health and local government, while
viciously anti-working class and anti-
union, is still limited in its scope.

Combine this inability of the govern-
ment to dismantle large parts of the
public sector with its constant attempts
to undermine spending on it and you
have a recipe for prolonged conflict in the
public sector — not simply in the tradi-
tional industries, which have been sub-
ject to vicious rationalisation, but also in
the public service sector.

" The trends we have seen over the last
years in the public sector are therefore
not an aberration. How rapidly there will
be an upturn of struggle in the ‘core’
private sector almost certainly depends
on overall developments in the interna-
tional economy — an upturn of output
and growth would be the biggest stimulus
to a revival of struggle in the private
SeCtor. ‘ | |

What the trends of the last eight years
represent is clear. The development of the

dual economy, under the impact of the
recession, is not just dealing severe blows
to the trade union movement. It is also
transforming its character. A greatly in-
creased weight of women and the public
sector is accompanying the development
of strong right wing trends in sections of
private industry — and in shortly to be
privatised industry. Such trends hate
been seen in other countries — notably in
Japan, which has the most developed
‘dual economy’ of all, and where for_
years the trade union movement has beerr:
dominated by a division between right
wing private sector industrial unions and
more militant public sector ones. |

The net effect of the Thatcher years
on the trade unions must therefore be
understood in a complex way. The
defeats which have been suffered are very
real. The trade union movement IS
weakened and on the defensive almost
everywhere.

But at the same time the impact of
Thatcherism, and of the dual economy,
has politicised unions. It has spread trade -
union action into sections of the working
class that have never experienced it
before. It has pulled hundreds of
thousands of women workers into strug-
gle — and forced even hardened tradi-
tional unions, and their leaderships, out
of sheer necessity to reorient their unions’
activities to winning women workers. It
has made the public sector a chiet
battleground. |

If Thatcherism has pushed back the
most advanced points of trade unionism
it has also enormously broadened its
range. How quickly, and how
thoroughly, there is a recovery in the
‘core’ sectors depends probably more.on
the economic situation than anything

else.

-~ All of this indicates the underlying
- trends of the situation — the direction
trade unionism is being forced to take.
The second Thatcher government saw, in
the miners strike, the most advanced
class struggle, and the most advanced
leadership, in peacetime for sixty years. It
took quite a different type of leadership
to develop a strategy tying together the
miners not simply with trade union
solidarity but with women, black
workers, and whole communities. But-
the miners, and their leadership, were
able to achieve this only because they
drew on  smaller, ‘molecular’,
developments which had been taking
place within the working class. The
miners gave the first central leadership to-
this profound development taking place
within the working class — but they did
not create the process itself.

These developments indicate the task
which the left faces in the unions in the
developing ‘dual economy’. Inside the
core there is the fight to defend even
‘traditional’ trade union principles and
politics against the onslaught of the-new
realists. Here there is a necessity of united
action, and organisation, with the Com-
munist Party, straightforward social
democrats, and others in the traditional.
Broad Lefts. This is an absolutely
necessary alliance in the fight against the
‘Hammonds, Lairds and Goldings.

The second fight is to organise in the
‘periphery’, including large parts of the
public sector — where demands for
women, and black people, are absolute-
ly central and the new realist forces
relatively weak. In the public sector, ina
number of cases, the fight is against the
Communist Party and ‘broad left’ forces
with which, in other unions, it is
necessary to unite to oppose the new
realists. This situation differs from union
to union. There is no common tactics
although the basic forces — the ‘class
struggle left’, the Kinnockites, and the
realists — operate, in different relations
of forces, in each union. But what is

beginning to emerge is an agenda of

common problems stretching across dif-
ferent unions — one whose chief feature
is the consequence of the rise of the dual
economy. |
Developing the basis to unify these
concerns and struggles in the face of a
deepening offensive by the employers, is
the chief task of the left in the unions in

the coming period.

.
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8  Soctalist Action 5 June 1987

IT HAS TAKEN many years of

- struggle to reach the point at which
‘we are today. In that period, tens of

thousands have been killed, injured
and imprisoned within South
Africa. Thousands of others have
suffered a similar fate in Nambia.
The rest of Southern Africa has
also seen enormous numbers of
people die, economies forced to the
verge of collapse and social pro-
grammes brought to a halt.

Precisely that scale of destruction
has only served to confirm the view
among the victims of apartheid
violence that they dare not give up, but
have to fight with everything they can
lay their harids on, to end the system
that has brought about so much suffer-
ing. It 1s that resolve and determination
by millions of people which guarantees
the defeat of the Pretoria regime and
the hiquidation of the apartheid system.

And vyet there are those in this coun-
try who doubt the certainty <f our vic-
tory. These calculate that ithe racist
regime 1s so powerful, and the white
minority so steadfast in its commit-
ment to the maintenance of 1ts domina-
tion, that the oppressed are condemn-
ed to a futile and self-destructive batter-
ing at the ramparts of the racist for-
tress. These positions have resulted 1n a
policy which amounts to appeasement
of the apartheid regime.

By Oliver Tambo

In terms of this perspective, it i1s re-
quired that this regime should gradual-
ly reform the apartheid system out of
existence. To do so, it is considered
necessary that the supposed reformers
should work their wonders in a situa-
tion of stability. Consequently, it is
viewed as a sine qua non forghe aboii-
tion of the apartheid system that the
forces that are fighting against this
system should be kept in check by
repressive means.

The major western powers have not
departed from their old pesitions. Ac-
cording to these, the white minority
regime 1s seen and treated as the
defender and guarantor of the perceiv-
ed interests of these powers. We, on the
other hand, are viewed as a threat
which must be dealt with in the ap-
proprlate manner. The decisions taken
in the various capltals to relate to the

ANC, did not in any way imply that

there had been any change of attitude

towards our policies, strategy and

tactics.

Issues

On all major guestions pertammg
to the issues we are discussing, the coin-
cidence of views between the Pretoria
regime and the powers that be in most

of the West, persists. Where the racists
describe us as a communist front,
Western governments go so far as to
order secret investigations of the ANC
to establish the extent of this alleged
communist domination. Pretoria calls
on us to renounce violence. The West
calls on us to lay down arms. When the
sole aggressor in Southern Africa talks
about so-called regional security, the
western powers condemn ‘cross-border
violence from all sides’. The white
minority regime conducis a vigorous
campaign against sanctions and is join-
ed in that campaign by the western
DOWETS.

We can go on ad finitum and speak
even about the questions of formula-
tions and terminology. For example,
our armed struggle is never that, but 1s
either terrorism or violence. The hmpet
mines we use are never simply limpet
mines, but are either of Soviet or com-
munist origin. On the other hand, the

guns and planes that Pretoria uses with

such relish are never of British,
American, French, Belgian or West
German origin, but are mere guns or
planes. The conclusions to draw from
all this are obvious to all honest people.

As things stand, the Pretoria regime

knows that it can continue to ignore the
call for negotiations because the
governments of the major western
countries have undertaken, almost as a
matter of principle, that they will not
act against the racist regime despite its
continued failure to respond to the
universal demand for an end to the
apartheid system and its replacement
by @democratic social order. It was ob-
vious from the very beginning that Sir
Geoffrey Howe’s mission to South
Africa, last year, would not succeed,
precisely for the reason that both the
British government and the EEC were
commitied to avoiding any effective
sanctions against apartheid South
Africa.

Measures

If the key to negotiations were In
our hands, we would long have used it
to open the door. Such measures as
have been proposed for us to adopt,

namely, the cessation or suspension of

our armed struggle or the unilateral
proclamation of a moratorium, will do
nothing to bring about negotiations.
The Pretoria regime is refusing to
negotiate not because there is an armed
struggle, but because it is unwilling to
give up white minority domination.
The source of violence in South
Africa, Namibia and our region is the
apartheid system and the racist regime.
What must cease is the violence that

arises from the administration of apar-
theid. For that to happen, the system of

white minority domination must be-

brought to an end. It seems to us
strange reasoning that we, the victims
of violence, should be asked to respond
to the continued terror of the Pretoria
regime against the peoples of Southern
Africa by committing ourselves to cease
our armed resistance, whether tem-
porarlly or permanently. The Pretoria
regime has blocked the path to negotia-
tions. The recent whites-only elections
in South Africa have contirmed PW
Botha in his view that white South

‘Africa stands with him in his_deter-

mination to resist all change and fur-
ther to entrench the apartheid system.
The governments of the Western coun-
tries that awaited the results of this il-
legitimate electoral process now have
their answer.

This places the western powers in
the position in which they have to
choose either to work for the total
elimination of the apartheid system or,
in fact, to connive at its perpetuation,
as they do now. Sooner or later they will
come to realise that there has emerged

“an alternative democratic power within

South Africa, an indigenous product of

struggle which holds the future of
South Africa in its hands. The West will
then have to decide whether it takes the
side of this alternative power and the
rest of the anti-colonial and anti-racist
forces of the continent of Africa made

up of nearly five hundred mllhon peo-
ple, or whether it ties itself to the doom-
ed course folldwed by far less than five
million Africans of European origin. It

18 no longer possible to run with the

hares and hunt with the hounds.

The broad perspectives of our
country’s democratic power are spelt
out in the Freedom Charter. Organisa-
tionally, it is represented by many for-
mations which recognise the leading
role of the ANC in the struggle for a
united, democratic and non-racial
South Africa. Whether or not they sup-
port or engage in armed stuggie, they
are at one with us in seeking this out-
come and are active in the struggle for
its realisation.

Peace

I should staie here that when we
say we are fighting for a united,
democratic and non-racial bomh
Africa, we mean what we say. It is very
clear to us that unless our country
becomes such an entity, we shall know
no peace. To propose any so called solu-
tions which fall within the parameters
of the apartheid system is no more than
to prepare a recipe for a continuation of
the conflict which has already claimed

too many lives. As longs as this system

exists, whatever guise it assumes, SO
long will the Front Line and neighbour-

ing states be victims of aggression and
destabilisation. For all this to end, for

emerged a

‘Africa is being increasingly isolated m—-"-?:i-._--

could ever imagine.

these erimes to become a thing of the ;.
past, South Africa must become
democratic country, with guaranteed:
liberties for all citizens, with-equal
rights for everybody regardless of COF-
Oour, race or Sex. EE
Given the changing balance of J :
strength in our country and the shift 6f
the strategic-initiative into our hands;
there is a sense in which the apartheid
forces are becoming the opposmon t& '

recent white elections demonstrate thm;_i__..
point inasmuch as the Botha reglme

of opposition to the ANC. | z 3
- The boycott campaigns, from the if -
inception in the late 1950s, were aimed
at the total isolation of apartheid South "
Africa. This objective is inviolate and: =
needs to be pursued with even greater ..
vigour. At the same time we must take
into account the changes that have ¢
taken place over time. In particular, as ~
in almost every other field of human.
endeavour in South Africa, there has™
definable alternative -+
democratic culture — the people’s ..
culture permeated with and giving ex-. =
pression to the deepest aspirations of*

our people in struggle, immersed mf}%_-,--.

democratic and enduring human
values.

Power

As in potlitics, trade unionism;.
education, sport, religion and many
other flelds these developments at the
cuitural level both contributed to and-
are part of the emergent alternative:
democratic power at whose head stands
the ANC. Without doubt the develop-:
ing and vibrant cuiture of our people i
struggle and its structures need to be-:
supported, strengthened and enhanced. .
In the same way as apartheid South

ternationally, within South Africa this..:
people’s culture is steadily isolating the
intellectual and cultural apolog,lsts of f_
aparthexd . L

The moment is upon us when we‘f
shall have to deal with the alternative .
structures that our people have created: -
and are creating through struggle and. <
sacrifice, as the genuine representatives.
of these massés in all fields of human- -
activity. Not only should these not be .~

boycotted, but more, they should bef

the democratlc counterparts w1;“ ir
South Africa of similar institutions.and
organisations internationally, This' ;2
meansthe ANC, the broad democratie.
movement in its various formations§ -
within South Africa, and the interna--
tional sohdarlty movement need to acf

‘together.

Everywhere in our country, and
after a year of national state. of -
emergency, the democratic forces are at -
work to expand and strengthen thelr
ranks and to raise the level and intensity -
of the offensive against the apartheid :
regime to new heights. For its part, thls
regime prepares itself for more -
atrocities, for the campaign of repres-
sion of which PW Botha boasts —.as -
though to shoot and kill children, ‘-to"
imprison and torture them and their-
parents, to carry out one outrage aftef
another against independent Africa, .=
were the worthiest activities that one

A terrible collision betweea
ourselves and our opponents is. in- -
evitable. Many battles will be fought -
and many lives will be lost throughotit
our region. Yet the outcome is not i~
doubt. Having reached the crossroads;
the masses of our people have decided
that our country must advance: as::
rapidly as possible to the situation:

‘where they, black and white, will govern <.

themselves together as equals..
Whatever the cost, there is no doubt
that we will win.

The above are extracts from-a -+
speech made by Oliver Tambo, presi=:+
dent of the ANC, on 28 May in Lon-. -
don. He was speaking at the Canon
Collins Annual Memorial [ectum
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Behind the violence
in Sri Lanka

THE Sri Lankan government has launched an all-
out military offensive against Tamil militants in the
country’s Jaffna peninsula. More than 8000
government troops have been employed in the

THE following are extracts of a speech delivered in Lon-
~.don by ALEXANDRO BENDANA, general secretary of
" the Nicaraguan foreign ministry. He was speaking at a
.. “‘Blood Money’ rally orgamsed by the Nicaraguan Solidari-

.ty Campaign.

B 'The dream was not
-~ merely to turn out the dic-
. _tatorship,
. - merely to establish a new
- course for the Nicaraguan
people. But also to take in-
" to account the frustrated
~aspirations . of peoples
everywhere in Latin
America, who also had a
. dream and were struggling
‘for their freedom and for
* their self-determination.
~ Wedreamed that it was
poss1ble to move to the
<. eradication of the illiteracy
':i_ rate of 52 per cent, of the
‘malnutrition that claimed
~ ‘the lives of 2 out of every 5
- children before they reach-
- ed ‘the age of 3. And yet
~  within a framework of
+ commitment and the prin-
= - ciples of political
L plurahsm of a mixed
.. economy and of a foreign
- policy of non-alignment.
o The Reagan ad-
'mlmstration from the time
+.of its own Republican Par-
-ty platform proclaimed
- that the  Nicaraguan
.- .revolution had to be
. reversed. And it gave the
%, Contras a job to go about
- executing the objectives of
 American foreign policy
— to destroy the San-
dinista revolution, to
march into the streets of
Managua.
.. Well we are happy to
" report today that they
-+ have not marched through
- - the streets of Managua,
= that they will not march
- through the streets of
o Managua that they are be-

‘beaten, first and
;foremost not only because
. of . -the Crisis in

r“'Washlngton not because
.. of the decomposition of

on account of the armed

Nlcaragua. -

- That battle is still being
- ,waged, the war has not
o stopped. And in fact it
. - may be entering its most
_dangerous stage, because
. - the Rcagan Admmstratlon

s *Ba_va‘dra.l

. It takes place against a
background of mounting
. _opposition to the new
= government. Sugar mills
. scheduled to start crushing
*.“~.cane a week ago remain idle
& as a result of industrial ac-
= tion. Fields have been burnt
. and many shops are shut in
.~ a show of defiance against
" the new regime.
. . The huge wave of pro-
. tests has caused unease
. _amongst the governments
- of New Zealand, Australia
- and the US who are, with
- ‘Britajn, keen to maintain a
pro-Westem stability in this

“and it was not

“-the contra leadership, but

':"struggle of the people of

ALMOST eight years ago a small country in Central
.~ America  dared to dream, to dream that in the
backdmp of one of the greatest military powers on
. earth independence would be possible. That dream
- _‘began to materialise in 1979 with the victory of the
~:Nicaraguan people and the insurrection by the San-
dmnsta Natlonal Liberation Front.

is not convinced that it
cannot overturn the San-
dinistas. Notwithstanding
seven years of struggle, the
Nicaraguan people con-
tinue to be hopeful,
because we happen to
believe in the American
people as we believe 1n
people everywhere.

Why have the Contras
failed? Could it be that the
steady stream of atrocities
would not find the sym-
pathy of the Nicaraguan
people?

We would hope that
the Reagan Admmstratlon
will think twice; will listen
to the voice of the Latin
Americans and bargain
with Contadora and their
supporters which say that
there 1s a way out, which is

called negotlatlon That it

is possible to reach a
political solution in order

to end the bloodshed.

We would hope that
the Reagan administration
will heed the orders of

“the World Court, 27 June

1986, when in effect it con-
victed the United States of
waging state terrorism
against Nicaragua; and
ordered it to desist in that
oppression, ordered a
cease-fire, ordered it to
pay reparations.

- We would ask the
United States to listen to
the voices-the world over
which are demanding that
Latin Americans be given
a chance to solve their own
problems, that the prin-
ciples of the United Na-
tions Charter be allowed
to apply in Central
America, because the
peoples of
America will not accept se-

cond class citizenship, we

feel that those principles
will apply to all of us or
they will apply to none.

The principles of
respect for the self-
determination of the peo-
ple, of non-intervention in
the internal affairs of
state, of non-resort to the

. Britain backs

LEADER of last month’s coup in Fiji, Lt-col Sitiveni
. Rabuka has been placed in command of the country’s
~.armed forces and promoted to the rank of colonel.
- . This honour was bestowed on Rabuka by the Queen’s
- representative in Fiji, governor-general Ratu Sir
‘-Penaia Ganilau. The move provides further evidence
-~ of British government support for the overthrow of the
“‘democratically-elected government

key region of the South
Pacific.

By Jon Silberman

The US was strongly
rumoured to have master-
minded the coup following
the visit to the islands of
General Vernon Walters,
US ambassador to the
United Nations and an in-
dividual with a long history
of - links to CIlA-backed
coups. |

- Now the US has joined
New Zealand in cutting
economic  aid.

Central

of Timoci

Other

Nicaraguan people demonstmte thezr determmatzon o survive

use of force in interna-
tional relations, the
peaceful settlement of
disputes. We believe that
these principles must be
allowed and they must,
they must apply to the
crisis in Central America.

Those voices I’m sad to

.say are not being heard.

Every indication is that the
Reagan administration re-
mains obsessively commit-
ted to its objective of over-
throwing the Sandinista
government. We need only
to listen to Reagan and his
speeches. The policy and
decisions of trying to
destroy Nicaragua are

- responsible in great part in

getting this administration

into the morass that it has

sunk into.

The implications are
that the voice of reason
will not be heeded; the
Reagan administration
continues its inordinate
military build-up. At this
very moment there are
over 5,000 American
troops in Honduras. There
are warships parked on
both of our coasts. Hardly
a day goes by without spy
overflights and now we
hear that the largest
military exercise there’s
‘been in Central American
history is about to take
place: 50,000 men — air-
craft carriers — and a
practice invasion landing
— for what?

What we denounce to-

day are the actual prepara-
tions for direct military in-
terventlon in Nicaragua. If

the Reagan administration
does not change its objec-
tive and if the Contras
have failed 1n ac-
complishing - theirs, then
there is only one road left,
and that is the road of
direct intervention.

The pretext would bea

simple border incident
which wouldn’t even ap-
pear on the international
news — a clash between
Honduran and Nicarag-

- uan forces, as there has

been — or an appeal by
Honduras, or an appeal by
Costa Rlca, to its great
neighbour to the north,
against the ‘Sandmlsta
communist invasion’.
American military troops,
American military advisers
with the consent of Con-
gress, are being sent to less

than 20 miles from our

border.

They have already
begun to prepare the Con-
tras in American piloted
helicopters. What happens
if one of those helicopters
with American personnel
strays over our border. We
will not hesitate to defend
our national territory and
our sovereignty. And if

these Americans were to

get killed, we could have a
new ‘Gulf of Tonkin’.

The Nicaraguan |

government will spare ab-
solutely no effort to reach
a political accommoda-
tion. We will back Con-
tadora, we have backed it,

~and we will back the new

initiatives that are being
put forward all in the

Fiji coup

economic measures taken
include insisting that all Fi-
jian trade is paid for in ad-
vance in hard currency. The
imperialist powers fear a

collapse of the Fijian dollar
as a result of the economic

problems associated with
the decline of tourism ad-

~ ding to the industrial action

against the coup.

There 1s now open talk
of an external military in-
tervention, possibly by New
Zealand. New Zealand has
major trade relations with
Fiji and established the
country’s army in 1949,
with which it mamtalns
close links.

No externally imposed
solution — be it by the
Queen’s representative in
Fiji itself, or by the govern-
ment of another impenalist
power — will answer the

demands and aspirations of

the Fijian people for in-
dependence, democracy

~and the right to determine

their own government.
The main imperialist

‘powers active in the region

— Britain, US, France as

well as Australia and New

Zealand — have launched
an international campaign
of lies and hysteria designed
to mask
intentions.

Press reports of Libyan
and Soviet ‘interference’
have been the backdrop to
the announcement by the
commander-in-chief of the
US Pacific fleet, Admiral
James Lyons, of an armada

of warships being sent to ex-.

ercise.in the Pacific, the likes

of which ‘hadn’t been seen

in more than a decade’.
Despite the rhetoric, no
evidence has been forth-

coming to justify the

claims of ‘interterence’. All

that has happened 1s that
the Soviet Union signed the

Rarotonga Treaty — bann-

‘ing nuclear operations in

the South Pacific — and

their real

name of avoiding an im-
pending disaster. .

We will do so in
defence and on the basis of
the defence of the
Nicaraguan people’s
cherished right to self-
determination; we will
respect whatever the

general interests that other

parties might have, in-
cluding those of the
United States — but they
can never be considered,
or allowed to be con-
sidered legitimate, in the
legitimate interests of any
party, the death and
widespread destruction of
the Sandinista revolution,
because that is simply
unacceptable and we will
fight to the end.

Nicaragua will survive.
It may take further pain,
further suffering, but we
will survive because we

believe that this battle we =

are waging is not simply
for the future-of our own
people, of our own
children; we know that
there 1s a beacon in Central
America that is being wat-
ched by people the world
over, and that that light

‘cannot be allowed to go

out, because it represents
the 11 ht of hope, the light

.of freedom the 11 ht of the

possibility of self-
determination for small
nations.

We have the historical
need, we have a historical
duty to people everywhere
which gives us the strength
to continue.

has been prepared to buy
local fish at more just rates
than the imperialists have
been prepared to tolerate.

Meanwhile, Libya has
~ established diplomatic rela-

tions with the government

~of Vanuatu. The impenalist

powers are seeking to
pressurise the government
of Vanuatu which is trying
to break free
economic dependence on

- Australia and New Zealand,

and its former colonial
rulers, Britain and France.
They are equally trying
to prevent the emergence of
governments like that of
Timoci Bavadra in Fiji, a
product of the breakdown
of racial divisions amongst
workers and farmers, whose
stated intention was to join
Vanuatu in becoming a
member of the Non-
Aligned Movement, and to
itself police the Rarotonga
Treaty. |

from

biggest ever raid involving land, air and sea activity.
According to the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam,
the heavy fighting has to date claimed the lives of
over 1000 civilians, as the government aerial
bombing raids have targetted residential areas.

In the following article abridged from the 8 May
issue of the US socialist newsweekly, The Militant -

- MALIK MIAH explains the background to the

present campaign of state terror against the Tamils.

THE LATEST violence in Sri Lanka must be seen in
the context of the struggle of the Tamil minority to
end decades of ethnic discrimination in jobs, educa-
tion, land distribution, and other spheres of life. Sri
Lanka is® tear-shaped island with a population of 16
million people. It is mostly flat or rolling except for
the south-central plain where mountains and the
large tea plantations exist.

A British colony until 1948, Sri Lanka is compos-
ed of two major ethnic groups: Sinhalese and Tamils.
The Sinhalese are 75 per cent of the population, with
a majority supporting the Buddhist religion. The
Tamils are 18 per cent of the population, with most
following the Hindu religion. There is also a smaller”
Tamil-speaking ethnic Muslim community — 7 per
cent of the country’s inhabitants — who are
descedants of Arab traders. | -

- Tamils

The Tamils are divided between Sri Lanka Tamils
(those who first migrated to the istand over 1,000
years ago), and Indian Tamils who were brought to
the island as labourers by the British colonialists in
the 19th century to pick tea. The Sri Lankan Tamuils
(12 per cent of the population) are mainly concen-
trated in Jaftna Pemnsula the Eastern Province, and
Colombo.
- Since the 1950s a majority of Sri Lankan Tamils
have favoured autonomy for the north-eastern area
- of the country. Since the late 1970s a growing
number of Tamils, especially the young, have
demanded ‘Eelam’ — an independent homeland.
The roots of the current civil war go back to the |
post-independence period.
During the struggle against British colonial rule
both Sinhalese and Tamils fought together in the in-
‘dependence movement. A central demand of the
struggle was to end the privileged status of English
and make Sinhala and Tamil the national languages. .
But soon after independence the main capitalist par-
ty, the United National Party (the party currently in
office), pushed through parliament three anti-Tamil
laws. These denied Indian Tamils their right to vote,
which they had had under the British, as well as the
right to citizenship. Many were told to go back to

India.

Sinhala

Sinhala chauvinists, led by the Buddhist clergy,
pressed for a Sinhala Sri Lanka. {The country was
then known as Ceylon.) By 1956, parliament

‘adopted the ‘Sinhala-only’ language law. Few Tamils
speak Sinhala, and even fewer Sinhalese speak Tamil.
This chauvinistic action by parliament led to protests
and riots by Tamils and other supporters of
democratic rights. Even Tamil capitalist pohtlclans
came out for autonomy.

From that point on, Tamil parties pressed for full
equality. A fully—fle_dged guerrilla war, however, did
not break out until 1983. After a military clash bet-
ween the army and guerrillas left 13 Sinhalese
soldiers dead, anti-Tamil pogroms resulted in some
2000 Tamul deaths. Tens of thousands of Tamils fled
the country and thousands of youths signed up with
the militant organisations.

Since 1983 at least 5500 people have died, most
of them Tamils killed by the army or ‘Home Guards’

- — the mainly Sinhala paramilitary outfits. The Jaft-

' na Peninsula is essentially a liberated zone under the
control of the Tigers, who recently set up a parallel
administration. The eight army bases are surround-
ed. The army’s main fort in Jaffna City, for example,
is only accessible by helicopter gunship or sea. A

- government blockade of the region over the last five
months has been basically ineffective. -

While the Sri Lankan government claims it is for
a negotiated settlement with the rebels, its real policy
has been state terrorism. Since 1985 the army has
doubled its strength from 11,500 to 24,000. Nearly 15
per cent of the budget is for the mlhtary — 15 times
the amount spent on the armed forces 10 years ago.
The government gets military aid and training from
such countries as Israel, Pakistan and South Korea.
Special ‘anti-terrorist’ training is also provided by a
British security agency, Keeny Meeny Services.

Despite this fire-power, the Tamil militants con-
tinue to grow and gain support. This reflects the
broad sympathy they have among the Tamil popula-
tion, mcluding an mcreasmg number of Indian
Tam1ls
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held up as the new gospel of the Labour right. Its in-
fluence can be seen in many aspects of Labour’s elec-
tion campaign. COLIN FOSTER reviews Hattersley’s

book.

[t 1s an interesting comment
on the way political
pressures have built up in
! Britain that the Labour

pelled to spell out a political
philosophy. As Hattersley
himself remarks: ‘The
Labour Party has been anti-
intellectual not so much in

became a Benthamite
movement which insisted
that 1ts members could
recognise human happiness
when they saw it and did
not need any theoretical
justification for arguing in
favour of its extension.’ In-
deed Hattersley points out:
‘during Harold Wilson’s
leadership ... pragmatism
was clevated into a major
socialist virtue.”
~Hattersley claims that
this was a grave weakness
because it gave credibility to
what he terms, in a typical-
ly generous and tolerant
phrase: ‘the army of
political riff-raff who in-
filtrated the Labour Party
in the late sixties and early
seventies.” Hattersley has
therefore explicitly set out

for the Labour right — in
the way that Crosland’s The
. Future of Socialism provid-
- ed one in the 1950s and
- 1960s. How does it measure
up?

Reviews

Actually, it must be
said, the first six pages of
the book are extremely im-
pressive — living up to the
rave reviews from Labour
right wingers printed on the
cover. Hattersley smashes
into what he terms: ‘the
nineteenth century view of
liberty: the fallacy that it is
no more than the absence

of restraint.” Hattersley
rightly ridicules this tenet o*
liberalism — and its classic
expression by those who de-
fend the bible of 19th cen-
tury hiberalism, John Stuart
Mill’s On Liberty, by the
claim that. ‘liberty 1s no
more than the absence of
coercion.’.
Hattersley  correctly
makes the pomt that
freedom only exists when
there is a positive possiblity
to enjoy it — without that it
1s a hollow sham. He writes
of the reforms of the 1945
Labour government that:
‘We ... had not previously
been denied the right to
- health, education and de-

cent housing. There was no
- statute which forbade us to
- live In a proper house or ac-
cept adequate health care.

| war we had simply been
enjoying such advantages.
- It was because of that prac-
tical experience that I came
to regard the idea of
negative freedom — liberty
as the absence of coercion
— as a cruel joke.’
% On the grounds of the
- falsity of purely formal
. ‘liberty’ or purely formal
- ‘equality’, Hattersley assails
. the old 11 plus exam: “To-
. day, it seems impossible
that anyone ever honestly
believed that children from
the slums — badly housed,
badly fed, badly protected
from disease and enjoying
little or no acquaintance
with books — could be said
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right currently feels com- -

theory as in practice. It

to provide a 1980s ideology

In the decades before the

- unable to afford the price of

“to have acquired any sort of

equality with their well pro-
suburban contem-
poraries, just because they

took the same examination

on one or two mornings of
their mutually twelfth year
... Jean Flood, when Prin-
cipal of Newnham College,
Cambridge, described the
situation  witl® proper
scholastic clarity: “Social as

well as aeademic.selection 1S
- at work in schools.

2%

This 1s another way of
putting the famous phrase
that: ‘the law is open to all,
just like the Ritz hotel’. But

- 1S an absolutely correct

point and a most central
one of socialism — it was
criticism of purely formal
definitions of liberty and

freedom that led Marx to

become a Marxist.

Formal

Against the false, purely
formal idea of negative
freedom Hattersley rightly
counterposes a: ‘positive
view of liberty — freedom
to work, freedom to be well
housed and educated.” He
correctly argues therefore:
‘Rights ‘are not, In
themselves, enough. They
must be accompanied by
sufficient economic power
to give their theoretical ex-
istence a practical
meaning.’

Hattersley then pomts
out that these goals can on-
ly be achieved by the in-
tervention of the state
which, alone, can give the
resources to health, educa-
tion, protection from pover-
ty — which can make
positive liberty real: ‘The
true object of socialism is
the creation of a genuinely
free soclety in which the
protection and extension of

individual liberty is the

primary duty of the state.’

Idea

What Hattersley has
taken in here, of course, 1s
the idea of the ‘enabling

- state’ pioneered by Shef-

field council and the GLC
— the correct point that the
role of the state i1s not to
restrict but to provide the
material resources with
which individuals can ex-
pand their choice and
liberty. |

Why then does the book
so lamentably fail, and why
are the following 240 pages
so crushingly boring —
after an excellent first six? It
is because Hattersley has
such an incredibly narrow
view of what ‘inequality’,
his central target, is. He
makes the extraordinary
claim, for example, that:
‘The achievement of a more
equal distribution of wealth
and power, and the resul-
tant increase in the sum of
freedom for the community
as whole, 1s the principal
goal of socialism. Socialism
1s about the nature of socie-
ty and — since it is concern-
ed with a social and
political system — there are
some subjects about which
there i1s no intrinsically
‘socialist’ position. There is,
for example, no such thing
as socialist defence or
foreign pohicy.’

Really? What greater
inequality in the world
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THE FUTURE FOR DEMOCRATIC SOCIALISM

could there be than the im-
perialist system -— the
system of exploitation of
the majority of the coun-
tries of the world by states
such as the US or Britain? It
i1s worth quoting on that the
theses on the colonial ques-
tion of the Second Congress
Communist
International:

‘An abstract or formal
equality in particular is in
the very nature of bourgeois
democracy. Under the guise
of the equalrty of the in-
general,
bourgeois -democracy pro-

claims the formal or legal.

equality of the property
owner and the proletarian,
the exploiter and the ex-

ploited.’ Socialists in the in- -
also:

ternational - field,

‘must base themselves on
an equally clear distinction
between  the oppressed,
dependent and subject na-
tions and the oppressing;
explomng and sovereign na-
tions’. In reality in the pur-
suit of ‘equality’ nowhere is
this more applicable than in
the international field — in
the struggle against
imperialism.

Equal

Similarly, in the field of
economic exploitation Hat-
tersley puts forward an ex-
traordinary position. Talk-
ing of equality he claims:
‘The same rule applies in
the labour market, where
... an ’equal bargam
depends on ... the com-
bination of working men
and women to create a
countervailing force to the
strength of even a single
employer.’

But this is not ‘equality’
at all. That is simply the
right of a trade union to
limit decisions that are not
taken by employees at all
but by capital.

This takes us to the core

of the issue. Marx made the
point that inequalities in

distribution, which is what :

Hattersley deals with, are a

- products

product of ‘inequalities’ in
production: ‘Distribution
according to the most
superficial interpretation of
.. But before
distribution becomes
distribution of products, it
1s ... distribution of the
means of production ... It
Is evident that the distribu-
tion of products is merely
the result of this distribu-
tion, which 1s comprised in
the productlon process and
determines the structure of

production.’ It is capital, -

private ownership of the
means of production,
which constantly generates
inequality in income.

Demand

As the second congress
of the Communist Interna-
tional put 1it: ‘The real
meaning of the demand for
equality consists in it being
a demand for the abolition
of classes’ — something
that can only be secured by
the public ownership of the
means of production.

- Hattersley’s 1s, literally,
a superficial theory of
‘socialism’ — that is it looks
at the results of the
capitalist system of produc-
tion — the vast inequalities
of income it generates. It
refuses to look at what
generates these inequalities
— the underlying structure
of capitalist society with its
private  ownership of
capital, 1its imperialist
system, its racism, and its
sexism.

That is why the first few
pages of Hattersley’s book
are very good — actually
well worth reading, and
why the other nine tenths

are so crushingly boring —
and wrong.

He is like someone who
‘supports’ bubonic plague
— but regrets that it causes
death. -

® Choose Freedom by Roy
Hattersley, published by
Penguin Books. 254 pp.
£3.95.

TGWU — what policies
for women and black peOple"

ference, the union’s posrtlon"
appears to be broadily
positive, although - ‘the.
preference is for an electoral
college  which - would:
reproduce the union’s bloek:

THE T&G has a substantial membership of women
and black workers. In the wider labour movement
there has been a trend for the demands of these
workers to be taken more seriously. The T&G’s reac-
tion to this trend has been patchy. The greatest impact

ficial

has been made by women.

On the negative side,
traditionalist suspicion and
outright  hostility to
feminist influences con-
tinues to prevail in some
parts of the union. This
may partly account for the
tiny numbers of women
who, even now, gain elec-

- tion to various conferences

and committees. It is an at-
titude which has no future.

Over 40 per cent of the
total workforce, and over 90
per cent of all part-time
workers, are women. The
employers are increasingly
chosing to exploit such
workers. That renewed ex-
ploitation occurs precisely
because of the continuing
oppression of women In
Bnitish society. To confront
the new realities, the union

must deal with sexism in its |

own ranks.

On the positive 51de, the
current big campaigns
‘Link Up’ and the ‘Living
wage campaign’ are heavily
aimed at women. The inclu-
sion of demands . for
employer-provided cervical
cancer screening in national
negotiations and the call for
union Involvement in the
child care campaign also
reflects this.

The union 1s involved 1n
the new wave of struggle

over equal pay for work of

French railworkers take stock

‘We regret nothing about

our strike’

equal value. The AIDS
issue has also forced the
union to deal with issues of
sexuality that  would
previously have been taboo
and to discourage anti- gay
attitudes.

These  developments
prove that the union has
partially succeeded in over-
coming traditional
backwardness.  Pressure
from the base of the union,
notably from groups of
women like the Ford
machinists, has reinforced
active lobbying by a section
of women members. One
result has been the creation
of regignal and national
women’s advisory
committees.

In two regions, Ireland
and the South-West, these
produce their own
magazines, while 1n other
parts less ‘radical’
developments have been
permitted.

The membership of
these committees who are
selected through the trade
group machinery are play-
ing an increasing role with
the recent decision to
reserve places for women in
the LP and TUC
delegations. |

In terms of the Labour
Party.debate over the role of
the party’s women’s con-

.

'THE FRENCH rail strike at the end of last year end-
ed inconclusively. With four unions involved and

half of French rail workers not organised at all, local
strike committees played an important role in the
strike. Following the strike a national liaison com-
mittee emerged out of these strike committees, and it
convened a 200 strong conference in Paris on 23
May. NUR members, MIKE COLLEY and CHRIS
MORRIS, were there and gave us this report.

‘THE NATIONAL
Liaison Committee was
born after the strikes of
December/January. It
gathers together those who
have been in the front
ranks of the movement. It
is the meeting place of all
those who want to defend
and ever reinforce the
main gains of our move-
ment — unity at the base,
fraternity in struggle and

- democracy — as aresult of

which we regret nothing
about our strike, despite
the results obtained.’

So read
resolutions adopted by the
conference, the first of its
kind.

Although all unions
representmg rail workers
were formally invited to
attend, only the CFDT
(the wunion federation
associated with the
Socialist Party) sent of-
observers. The
leadership.of the CGT (the
federation led by the Com-
munist Party) opposed the
conference.

The liaison committee
made clear that far from
wanting to pose as another
union,
courage maximum unity.

‘All the unions were in-
vited to the meeting
because we want to finish

one of the.

it wanted to en-

with sectarianism and the

divisions which  have
already caused such
harm’. -

The morning session .

discussed the nature of the
economic offensive now
being prepared by
management for the
railworkers. The French
national railway company,
the SNCF, wants to break
even 1n 1990. To do so it is
planning massive redun-
dancies, privatisation of
certain sectors of the in-
dustry and productivity in-
creases.

- International greetings
were given by railworkers
from Britain, Belgium,
[taly and Spain at the
beginning of the afternoon
session, the bulk of which
was taken up with
workshop discussions.

There were workshops
on uniting the different

unions; on the crisis of the

workers movement; an

assessment of the strike

committees; 1nternational
links; a workers’.plan for
the industry; and perspec-

- tives for struggle and tac-

tics.
Following reports back
from the workshops, a

resolution was adopted

unanimously to send.
greetings to COSATU In

conference.
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.mment

for the contmued exrstence

~istence of two nanona.i",.

vote within the wornen_ S
It is noticeable that the'az;;
same level of awareness on' -
racism and- the needs of .
black workers has not been
seen so far in the T&G. Bill:
Morris, who must be con-:
sidered one of the most pro-
black trade
unionists in Britain, has led.
the union in hardenln its 2
stance against Black Sec-
tions in the Labour Party. L
Apart from the occa-
sional pamphlet or Asian-'
language leaflet, there has- .-
been nothing comparable to o
the publrcatlons coming- 4%
from the women’s adVlSOFy
commlttees : ~

The union was clearly-z”""’
conscious of the: .o
significance of the dispute’ g
involving Chinese cater‘mg
workers at Wheelers in.+
Brighton. Nevertheless the:
union generally prefers not 7
to acknowledge the specifi¢’
issues of relevance to black' .
people, or to follow the ex- .
ample of unions - like’
NALGO or NUPE. The_r__e 15
not even an advisory coms--
mittee network comparable. 715
to that existing for women;' e
members. b

As a result the union 1s
much more poorly equip:-
ped to deal with the tide of
racism which contmues te
threaten us. et

e
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South _Africa_expressing
solidarity with the strike of -

and protesting the murders
of the six strlkers o

of the national liaison %
committee and local strike -
committees, the produc¢-=
tion of local papers and
the estabhshment of a na«

ment opposmg the ex--

strike committees durmg
the strike was added.-
The major probfem
facing railworkers —-m-
France is their d1v1s:on m- =
to the various unions and -
the resulting large numbet
of unorganised workers;
The . conference "
demonstrated ' the de31re
for unity and the con-:
tinued combativity. of the
ratlworkers.
Although the 'furll-f?f
demands of the strikers :
were not won, the morale
of the workforce remains -
high ‘and there is a strong
conviction that with “this
greater unity and organisa-
tion, next time round thc
railworkers can win.. &



) strlke earlier this year.

g;« The first all-out na-
tional strike in the union’s
+history  ended  when

‘= members voted by two to

=& . one to accept a leadership

= . return-to-work recommen-
. ~cdtation following BT’s revis-
“~ed. offer of 12.7 per cent

..+ .volved productivity strings,
<+ including substantial
- “changes in work practices,

i f:'-:«;"'Strongly resented by

-{f_to the union’s national ex-
“.orgcutive  announced - last

“week already showed that
- the union’s membership
" had given a big ‘no’ to the
<“course pursued by the
- leadership during the strike.
- Many right-wing leaders

"of the Broad Left and ‘non-
;aligned’ members, and the
previous overwhelmmg
‘2 -right-wing majority on the
‘. executive  has been
.~ eliminated, becoming a
f‘": “hung’ NEC.

course of the leadershlp

R

~-over two years. The deal in-

Results for the elections

- were replaced by supporters -

“This rejection of the

'~ - i oS L SRR ' " R 1y . ) : . . ' .v'- . . R
.. NCU members demonstrate their opposition to strings during their strike earlier this year.
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S[‘HE ANNUAL conference of the Natlonal Com-
‘munications Union, meeting in Blackpool this week,
~~has been dominated by the fall-out of the nauonal

around Feneral secretary,
John Golding, was deepen-

ed during the conference
itself. The union’s key

engineering group voted by
76,672 to 35,262 to censure
the executive for its handl-
ing of the dispute; and by

62,708 to 50,686 to call for

Golding’s resignation.

The clerical conference
also voted to censure its
executive.

The resignation calls did
not simply come from the
traditionally militant areas
of the union, but also from
branches previously

_associated with the right

wing. -

- Speaking to the motion,
Geoff Graham from Carli-
sle said that he had a lot of

- respect for Golding -as a

political operator but that
Goldm had failed to ‘live
up to hlS pre-election pro-
mises to provnde leadership
for this union’.
With traditional right
wing areas voting with
those dominated by the

T PHIL PAXTON, in last week’s issue of Socialist Action.

. DECISIONS of
- ASTMS conference
- omn issues other than

“  the merger with TASS

. were largely routine —
- 'reflecting the concern
- of delegates on
employment and trade

- union issues and look-
- rri_ng to the election of a

* ~Labour government to
solve these problems.

\~-"_“

) The conference voted
to support the TUC
policy for a national
~minimum wage, to fight
agamst the growing trend
- towards short fixed-term
“contracts, for greater

O A
........

- “.-_In the following article, Phil Paxton, a delegate from the
= -union’s 3 divisional council, writes in a personal capaci-
“v ty on other issues debated by conference.

control over multina-
tional companies, and
for the expansion of in-
dnstry An emergency
motion sought to build a
campaign against the
government’s latest
green paper on the trade
unions.

The union, which has
many members in uni-
versities, declared its
total oppostion to Tory
proposals to replace stu-
dent grants with student
loans in higher education

and instructed the na-

tional executive to cam-
paign against these pro-
posals. Other motions
sought to protect the en-
vironment, extend public

il

.......................
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union’s. Broad Left, a
humiliating rebuff was
delivered to Golding’s, and
the right wing executive’s,

role in the strike.

Golding 1mmediately
made it clear he had no in-
tention of  resigning —
despite his repudiation by
the conference. But the

- vote, together with the ex-

ecutive elections, was a
thorough going vindication
of the campaign mounted
against Golding and the ex-
ecutive. It shows the
possibility to step up the
fight against the union’s
leadershlp It also shows the
openings to strengthen the
position of the left in the
union — and the necessity
to organise it, and deepen
its politics, against the
Golding leadership.

The second key issue
discussed. was that of
victimisations.

Despite a ‘no victimisa-

tion’ clause in the return-to-
- work agreement, a number

of key union activists in the
strategic City of London
district have been victimised
by BT. There have been
suspensions, engineers be-
ing moved off their tradi-

tional jobs to isolate them

ASTMS in conference

;’f THE annual conference of ASTMS was dominated by
== the proposed merger between the union and TASS. We
.= .carried a full report on this, by conference delegate

housing, and redress the
balance between military
and non-military resear-
ch.

On international
issues a speaker from Im-
perial College received
considerable support
from the conference for
ASTMS members who
are refusing to work on
Star Wars projects at Im-
perial and other colleges.

Conference sup-

~ported increased sanc-

tions against South
African and building a
solidarity campaign for
Moses Mayekiso of the

Metal and Allied
Workers Union and four
"~ other people charged

with high treason and
sedition by the South
African state. |
The conference also
condemned the killing of
six black South African
workers taking part in
the railworkers strike. A
collection among

made no
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..........
........
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tells Golding to g0

‘and, in the London City
branch itself, two members
— John Treadaway and
John Deason — have been

- sacked.

In a closed session of

the conference on Monday

morning, from which ‘the
press  were - excluded,
delegates considered a pro-
posal to launch a cam-
paign in-defence of the vic-
timised members.

The outgoing executive
asked that the composite
from London City and Met
South branches be remitted.
When that course was re-
jected, the executive recom-
mended rejection of the
motion. In justifying their
position, Brian Harper
from the top table made a
witch-hunting tirade. But he
impact on
delegates who endorsed the
resolution in favour of ac-
tion overwhelmingly.

® Following a request sign-
ed by over 100 delegates, the
standmg orders committee
agreed to propose (o con-
ference that a speaker from
SACTU be invited to ad-

dress conference over the

current rail strike in South
Africa.

delegates for the South
African railworkers rais-
ed over £400.

Anti-Irish racism was
discussed in an amend-
ment to a motion calling
for more action within
the union by delegates to
implement the agreed
union policies and to
support the courses and
work being done within
the union on anti-racism.

The motion was car-
ried but the amendment
to include anti-Irish
racism was lost.
- The Associated
Staffs for a United
Ireland (ASUI) Group
held a fringe meeting at
which 150 delegates
heard John Mitchel
general secretary of
IDATU (the Dunne’s
strikers union) call for
support for a united
Ireland as the only solu-
tion for bringing peace
and progress to the
whole of Ireland.

Socialist Action

Notts miners strike

LAST month, miners at
Thoresby collery in
North Notts staged their
first lightning strike
since before the

“imposition of the

overtime ban in 1983.
The strike, over
payments for working in
wet conditions, united
rank and file UDM
members and NUM
men in action against
management.

Attempts by UDM
members to exclude

"NUM members from a

canteen meeting to
discuss the strike
resulted in an
overwhelming majority
of men walking out in
disgust. NUM members
at Thoresby regard this
strike as markmg a

FOR the second time
within a year,
supporters of the
Conservative trade
unionists organisation
have sought to attack
the union through legal
channels.

Last year, Alan
Paul, a political adviser
to the Tory local

“authority in Wakefield,

complained
unsuccessfully to the
certification officer over
NALGO’s method of
electing its national

executive.

Now Paul has upped"
the stakes. Along with a
colleague, Simon

| Barron Fraser, heis
{ seeking an injunction to

prevent the union
proceeding with its

~ ‘Make people matter’
campaign. |

Thelr counsel is

Senior Colman
 MANCHESTER

engineers are
redoubling their
efforts to mobilise
support for the

strikers at Senior

Colman. The
strikers, who have
all been sacked, have

| been out since

January in defence
of union
organisation.

A major

major step forward
towards bringing rank
and file miners back
into the unity of the
national union.

This incident at

| Thoresby is part of a

whole series of actions
in which rank and file
unity has begun to be
reforged. This growing
strength of the national
union is also reflected in
the industrial ¢ribunal
victories of Notts NUM
leaders Paul Whetton
and Mick McGinty,
who were framed up-
and dismissed by British
Coal for their union
activities.
Management’s
response to these gains
has been to launch a
new round of atiacks on
Notts NUM. They nave

so far failed to set

suh.rmttm that the

campaign — which calls

for investment in
services — invites

~criticism of government

policy, and that 1t is
especially active in Tory
marginals. -
Althou h NALGO
has pohtlcal objectives
within its constitution,
the union has no
political fund. Their
litigation is receiving
advice from Tory
central office.
~ The court action will
doubtless strengthen
moves at next week’s
conference of the union
to ballot for the

‘establishment of such a

fund. Last year, the
CPSA decided on such
a ballot, with an
overwhelmmg
endorsation by the
union’s membership.

demonstration and
rally has been called
by the local district
of the CSEU for 4
July.

A support group
for the strike has
been established,
and its first street
collection last

weekend raised

£200. |
The strikers a
received a major

CPSA elections

CIVIL servants battling
against the Tory

-government for a 35

hour week and a £15
pay rise have elected a
left-wing dominated

“executive in ballot

results due to be
announced this week.

Broad l.eft candidate,

and Militant supporter
John MacReadie has
been elected the union’s
deputy general
secretary. He polled
22,399 votes to 16,524
for the right-wing
candidate Barry
Ainsworth and 11,584
for the CP-backed
Broad left ’84
candidate, Veronica
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Whetton and McGinty
back to work, and they
have suspended Area
Council member Steve
Abbot on another
trumped up charge. |
The local Justice for
Mineworkers Campaign
plans io make the issue
of the reinstatement of
the sacked miners a
major election issue. A
rally in Mansfield in the
run-up to election day is
being planned, and |
prominent national and
tocal speakers are being -

‘invited.

At a recent ‘Justice’
rally in Kirkby some 400
miners and miners wives
heard Tony Benn, Peter
‘Heathfield, Alan Meszie
and sacked Nottingham -
ast PPC, Sharon

~Atkin, speak in support
- of the sacked men.

Torles take NALGO to court

NALGO’s local
government group
conference will also
be considering calls
for a ballot — over
industrial action on -
pay. On 14 May, the
employers made an
offer of 4.75 per cent -
on 1 July anda o
further 2 2 per cent
next February.

The total offer is
worth six per cent — = -
an amount rejected by -
the group conference

last year. The

executive 1s
recommending
acceptance but recent
industrial action,
especially by members
in London and pay
campaigns by other
public sector unions
will mean strong
support for rejection.

boost with the news
that Manchester
direct works unions
have told the city’s
architect to kick into
touch plans to
employ Senior
Colman air
distribution
equipment in 41
buildings being |
planned. The order

was worth £14
million.

Bayne.

MacReadie was the
target of a press witch-
hunt when he won the
last year’s election for
general secretary.
Allegations of ballot
“irregularities’ forced a
re-run in which John
Ellis, the current general
secretary topped the

poll

Ford workers against apartheid

- SHOP stewards at Ford,

Dagenham, were at the
plant gates on 21-22
May collecting on
behalf of striking South
African railworkers.

The collection was
the latest in a campaign

of actions in the plant
which had led earlier
this year to the
company’s decision to
phase out trade with
South Africa. Jointly
organised with Rail
Against Apartheid, it
raised over £200.

Teachers new strike call

IN addition to their strike
action against the Tory
government’s withdrawal
of their negotiating
rights, NUT members in

London are being .
balloted by the national
union for a one-day

official strike on 16 June.

The move comes in

One hundred and
twenty Dagenham
workers attended a
public meeting |
organised by the 1/1107
branch of the TGWU
where local Labour |
candidates spoke on the
election.

response t0 a campaign
for action by the union’s
inner London division

- who are fighting plans by

ILEA to compulsorily
redeploy 1300 teachers.



Will Hattersley cost

the West Midlands?

ON 11 JUNE Labour may well pay a high price for
deputy leader Roy Hattersley’s witch- huntmg attack
on:the Labour Party Black Section. Polls in most of
Britain show Labour advancing in almost the entire
country. The one exception'is.in the West Midlands.
Judging from the local government election results
last month, and according to several regional
snrveys carried out during the general election cam-
paign, support for Labour is seriously dropping in

Hattersley’s own Blrmmgham area and throughout

the West Midlands.

The events leadmg to .
theworsenlng of Labour’s

position started with ‘the
infamous  letter = of
Hattersley and other
right wing MPs warning
Linda Bellos and Bernie
Grant not to come to Bir-
mingham to speak at a
Black Section meeting.
This focussed national
media attention on what
would otherwise have been
a virtually unnoticed
meeting.

The racist hounds were
then unleashed by the
removal of Sharon Atkin
as -candidate for Not-

‘ ‘tingham East by the April

meeting. of Labour’s na-
tional executive. Having
released a racist campaign,
Labour then proceeded to
reap the results in the form
of a strong Tory advance.

~.
-

| left the party with fewer

votes than the Tories 1n
two of the parliamentary

- seats that Labour current-
1y holds.

By Annie Brady

In the 1983 general
election Labour polled 31
per cent of the vote in the
West Midlands, compared
to 45 per cent for the
Tories and 26 for the
Alliance. A poll in April
showed Labour down five
per cent, with the Tories
up two per cent and the
Alliance up three.

Current  polls

survey for Midlands In-
dep endent

the threat of Labour losing

also
- show Labour still doing
~badly in the region. A.

Radio shows

- A shift to the right cost  three seats: Birmingham--

Labour control of the Erdington, Walsall South
Birmingham city council and - _Wolve’rh’ampton
m the local electlons Ithas North East. A Channel 4

PHOTO: George Makin

Demonstrators protest B:rmmgham counczl s decision to

News survey of Dudle)r
West on Monday 1 June
showed the Tories had a

growing lead in their seat

there. | |
- However, far from
running a  campaign

designed to counteract the

roblerns that Labour is
clear‘ly facing in the West
Midlands, Roy Hattersley

and the rlght wing on Bir-

mingham council reacted
to the local government

~ election results by shutting

down the council’s equal

~opportunities and race
relations committee,

John Spellar, who

briefly = held  the

Birmingham-Northfields
seat for LLabour up to the
1983 election, has argued
that Labour must duck ‘a

wave of hostililty centred -

upon Black Sections and
gay liberation’.  This
follows the local elections
where the Tories captured
two seats from Labour
councillors m the consti-
tuency.

,Having' unleashed — °

and capitulated to — a
racist wave with their
witch hunt, Roy Hat-
tersley and the Labour
right in the West Mldlands

-look likely  to  deliver
Labour a harsh blow on 1 1

June. )
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Black survey shows

Big growth In support
for Black Sections

THE LABOUR PARTY Black Section is fast gain-
‘ing ground within the black communities according

to a Harris opinion poll published this week by Bri-
tain’s largest black newspaper group. Support is

| growing despite the attacks the Black Section has

suffered at the hands of the Labour leadership and
from the media. Asked ‘do you approve or disap-
prove of the setting up of Black Sections in -the
Labour Party?’
porters wanted to see Black Sections established.

- This latest poll stands  of all respondents in the

, 39 per cent of black Labour sup-

.newspapers,

in sharp contrast to the on-
~ly other of its type, also
-carrled out by Harris in

1983. Then ony 16 per cent
of those surveyed sup-
ported Black Sections,

‘compared to 60 per cent

who didn’t.

This recent survey,
commissioned by the
Hamsib
- which in-
cludes the Asian, Carib-
bean and A frzcan Times,
was
1007 Asians and Afro-
Caribbeans across = the
country. .
overall 72 per cent support
for Labour among black
people in this country.

This appears to be a
drop on the Commission

for Racial Equality figure

of 81 per cent of black
people supporting Labour
in 1983. However, the two
results are not directly

comparable.
Thirty-three per cent

THE TORY Party in
Tottenham is running a
dirty campaign against
Labour candidate Bernie
Grant. But its main ef-
fect has been to create a
split within the Tories
own ranks.

Former Tory councﬂlor
for Haringey, Michael Con-
ey, and another Tory can-
didate in the local elections,

Sushil Vig, are publicly call-

inﬁ- for - a vote for the
ia

nce’s parliamentary

candidate Stuart Ethermg-.'

ton.

Vig told the Hornsey
.Ioumal last week: ‘I may be
forced to vote for him after

27 years as a Tory to try and

keep Grant out.” Vig has

Jalready contacted Jweml
¥ hundred -Hardcore Tories™ "’

TR e 4, Soh BN 4

- group of

conducted among

It showed an

is.’

Harris survey, regardless
of political affiliation,
favoured setting up Black

Sections in the Labour

Party, compared to 45 per
cent who did not. The pro-
portion for and agalnst

changed quite noticeably

however when Labour

supporters only were ques- -

tioned: 39 per cent
favoured Black Sections,
while 44 per cent did not.

By Carol Turner

- Commenting on the
survey, Marc Wadsworth
Labour Party Black Sec-
tion natlonal chair, said:
‘These results obvrousl
mean that we have majori-
ty support for Black Sec-
tions among black party
members.

“The poll also reveals
that our arguments are
becoming more clearly

~who, he claims, will do

likewise.

But the split among the
Tory Party in Tottenham
isn’t a straight forward case

- of tactical voting. In thelast

election the Tories polled

over 13,000 votes to the

Liberals 6000. o
The Tory split arises
from the fact that the PPC
for their area, Peter Mur-
phy, i1s an extreme right
winger. Coney told the
Hornsey Journal: ‘He treats
people hke dirt. The way he

behaves towards people
there was always goingtobe

a backlash And now here 1t

- Murphy,
more than just unpleasant

Hehasa track—-record as an
. out-and-out racist. SR
During the recent local '-
. elections,. Murphy — who
fdenies he’s a racist - *--CII‘-

‘Farm Estate

however - is :_

understood among

Labour supporters. If it

were not for the hostile
media and repeated at-
tacks on us from key
figures in the labour move-
ment, we believe there

would be majonty support*

among them too.’

The most dramatic
results of all came from a
breakdown of support for
Black Sections on the basis
of social class. Only 14 per
cent of black profess1onals

supportéd their establish-

ment, compared with 37
per cent support from un-
skilled black workers.
~ As the Caribbean
Times points out, this pro-
vides ‘a counter claim to
the argument that Black
Sections are only popular
with the middle classes’.
Marc Wadsworth told
Socialist Action: “This poll
is the proof positive of our

Tottenham Tories in chaos

culated a leaflet showing a

white man being hit on the

head, next to a Broadwater
sign.. The
slogan read: ‘You are about
to be mugged here’
Another of hrs leaflets call-
ed for ‘Dirt, Violence, Filth,
Theft — Gypsies out of
Tottenham’.

- Writing in The Voice of
26 May, Mark Harrison
unearthed some of Mur-
phy’s unsavoury past. In

| 'June 1986 he turned up
~ uninvited to a race equahty

committee meeting and

racially abused Labour"

councillor -and Black Sec-

-tion. supporter ‘Narendra
| Makanp.

Accordrng to MakanJ

| SOllCltOl‘ quoted in Har- -
rison’s artlcle, Murphy said; -
“Your bram comes from the

‘SCWGI‘

You deserve
_.heidi-" |

the Haring

campaign for bla
organisation witl
Labour Party. Th
give the Black Se
clear black . man
continue from a ¢
position than ever

‘The Harris su
plodes the myth th:
Section are the pre
the black middle cl
vindicates our emp
campaigning amg
rank and file - of
workers who are t|
oppressed section
class and who are1
perly catered for b
the Labour Party’,
trade union mowv
power structures.. .

‘We are going
stepping up our ca
for black self-orgai
and representatlon
creased vigour fQ
this . tremendous
This proves that
workers want Bla
tions desplte thy
paganda we’ve hea
certain sections. of C
party.

‘Only black pec
lead the fight
racism is this coun
continutng to ¢
within the Labour
and to build a
across the labour
ment, we will enst
anti-racist socialist -
are at the top of L
agenda.’ -

In May 1977 N
was expelled fro
Wood Green Tory gr
‘disruptive and ur
table’ behaviour. La
same year he wa
suspended from the
London = Conse¢
Association, by a 33

More recently N
was suspended fron
cil meetings after he
cushion at the ‘]
mayor and: - stum
woman coungcillor.
phy’s written ‘apol
ey chief ex
officer sald he was s
didn’t hit the May
and square in the.
where he deserved i

Murphy’s cand

so far has divided tk
' Fories. But, needless
‘Murphy . has - not
'.'repudlated by the m

Tories. -

-




