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Daily Express pay-off to
Healey — £8,616 a year

DENIS Healey, the deputy leader of the Labour Party,
receives a substantial ‘retainer’ from Express Newspapers,
publishers of the rabidly anti-labour Daily Express.

For the benefit of his services — a few articles a year — the
Thatcherite newspaper group pays Healey £718 a month,
amounting to an annual remuneration of £8,616.

Benn interview pages /-

The bankers’ friend
has disclosed this informa-
tion to the London Free-
lance Branch of the Na-
tional Union of Jour-
nalists, which he has ap-
Ellied to join. For years

ealey has been a member
of the anti-union Institute
of Journalists, whose
members regularly scab on
NUJ strikes.

The Express group is
headed by Victor Mat-
thews, who was raised to
the peerage by Thatcher
for services to her party.

The latest contribution
by the Daily Express to the
Tory cause was its rub-
bishing last week of the
People’s March for Jobs,
with the headline: ‘How
the spirit of Jarrow is be-
ing trampled shamelessly
underfoot today’.

It was vicious enough
for the march organisers to
demand — and secure —
the right of reply.

It was the Express
which led the media
trashing of the TUC’s Day
of Action last year, coin-
ing the ‘Day of Shame’
label, declaring that “The
unelected Lenin (sic) Mur-
ray and all the Bully Boys
must be stopped from
manipulating the people
just for political aims’,
and finally taking the print
unions to the High Court,
in an effort to stop them
striking on 14 May.

And, of course, the
Daily Express resolutely
supports Healey against
Benn.

Given that the scale of
Healey’s retainer bears no
relation to the fees nor-
mally paid for articles, his
back-hander from Mat-
thews is tantamount to a

ay-off from the Tory
arty itself.

Last Sunday he at-
tempted to address the
150,000 people assembled
in Hyde Park to join the
People’s March, and when
they jeered him he attack-
ed ‘the handful of people
trying to divide the
movement’.

The unemployed will
be pleased to know that
coming on top of his
parliamentary salary of
£11,750, Healey’s Express
retainer gives him an an-
nual income of over
£20,000.

In the Register of
Members’ Interests, pub-
lished by the House of
Commons, Healey lists:
‘Freelance journalist,
writer, lecturer, broad-
caster’.

He has yet to disclose
the thousands he no doubt
receives from these other
activities — none of them
undertaken in the interests
of the working class.
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ARTHUR Scargill stole the thunder at
the People’'s March rally on Sunday
afternoon with a triumphant call to
occupy factories to protect jobs.

The battle against the Tories would be
won in the streets of Britain, he told the

jubilant crowd.

The demonstration
which greeted the People’s
Marchers was an over-
whelming  success not
simply because it was the
most enormous gathering
since the rally against the
Industrial Relations Act in
1972, reaching over
150,000 at its peak, not
simply  because  every
group of workers which
has atiempted to stand up
to the  government’s
monetarism was there, but
because the climax of the
march showed that a mass
movement can be built
now to bring down the
government. However, the
500 marchers still return
home this week without
jobs.

Argue

Tom Macafee from
Gardner’s recognised this
when he pointed out that it
was no easy task to argue
for an occupation against
redundancy with such
odds as the CBI, the
Engineering  Employers
Federation and the Tory
government arrayed
against you.

But it was vital to argue
for that action. Macafee
argued in order to turn the
tide against unemploy-
ment and take on the
political arguements that
are raised on the shopfloor
when  redundancy is
discussed.

For too long people
have ‘run away from the
political arguments’, he
told the massive crowd.

It was a message the
People’s’ Marchers had
been waiting to hear since

welcome, gave us oranges and apples on the street — offered to take us

l Paul, one of the marchers says ‘In Southall, Indian workers gave us a big

home and feed us.’
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the send-off in Liverpool.
We had demanded that the
march went to people in
struggle, like the UG Glass
factory in Peasley, St
Helens, the Laurence
Scott workers in occupa-
tion at Manchester — to
give them full support.

We, the marchers, had
said that we wanted those
fighting unemployment on
our platforms, such as the
Ansells workers who had
been locked out in their
fight to protect jobs, and
not those like Roy Hat-
tersley and Dennis Healey
who when in power pur-
sued policies which cut
jobs.

The crowd warmed to
the People’s Marchers’
view. Denis Healey rightly
got a rough ride in Hyde
Park as had Roy Hat-
tersley in Birmingham.

The organisers, the
North-west, the Midlands,

P

By Valerie Coultas,
People’s marcher from
Liverpool to London

and the South-east regions
of the TUC — backed
strongly by the Com-
munist Party had original-
ly stressed the non-
political nature of the mar-
ch, but the massive swing
to Labour in the council
elections made it obvious
to many that our argument
was with the Tory govern-
ment.

Backing

When workers take a
stand and fight unemploy-
ment they need the fullest
backing of the official
movement. That means ef-
fective action to prevent
the movement of all goods
even if it does challenge
Jim Prior’s employment
legislation — unlike the
Ansells strike where of-
ficials refused to enforce a
boycott.

But above all the TUC
has to give a clear lead to
all those threatened with

redundancy and
unemployment. Only such
a lead will unite all the
unemployed in action —
black and white, male and
female, young and old
with all those in work.
The TUC has had
policy calling for a 35-hour
week for years now. As
Ken Gill general secretary
of the technical engineers
union, TASS, told the
crowd last Sunday; if Mit-
terand can win an election
promising a 35-hour week,
it’s about time the British
TUC led a real fight for it.

The People’s March
has proved that the
workers have the power.
The TUC leaders should
use that power to get Mag-
gie out or step down for
those who are prepared to
use it.

Dennis Skinner,
Labour MP for Bolsover,
made his viewpoint crystal

clear when he pointed out
the differential effects of
the recession on the two
classes in Britain.

‘There’ll be no reces-
ionoon 29 July,” he told
the syiupathetic  crowd.
‘Of course this is a
political march’, and ‘I'm
not prepared to allow the
Tories to trample over my
class for the next five
years,” he added.

In many ways Tony
Benn. Dennis Skinner and
Arthur Scargill outdid the
march organisers with the
demagogy of their
speeches. They certainly
wid the crowd what they
wanted (o hear, but it has
to be remembered that it’s
the TUC that holds the
trump card.

What next

It’s the TUC at the mo-
ment that determines how
the power of the working
class will be used in the
fight to defend jobs and
force the Tories out of of-
fice. But what will they do
after the march?

The South-east region
is calling for a mass lobby
of parliament when a new
generation of  school-
leavers hits the dole queues
in July. The TUC is talk-
ing of a march not of hun-
dreds but of thousands to
highlight further the plight
of the jobless.

Unemployment centres
are being opened in
various towns, although
TUC restrictions on their
activities are cumbersome.

All protests and ac-
tions against unemploy-
ment must be welcomed,
yet some are more useful
than others. The unem-
ployed themselves have to
be allowed a voice within
the trade union move-
ment, so that they do not
become isolated from
those in work as they tend-
ed to in the 1930s.

B Lee Jeans — ‘They set an example to us all’




Ellen Monaghan; Lee Jeans: ‘We’re here to fight
unemployment. Think the turnout is marvellous — just what’s
needed to bring it home to the Tory government.’

» : ; . s * ¥ Arthur Scargill, president of the Yorkshire miners says, ‘Tr.s
Pt demonstration is part of the process of bringing to the nario=
¢ b . the plight of unemployed. The next step is to win the fight on :he
— ‘ :' . — - streets, to campaig,n to force a general election to get rid of :5¢
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Union militants say:
now the march

Davies on ] the
People’s March

Phil

Post office engineers

IS Over...

Phil Davies, Convenor
at Schreiber's in Man-
chester has been on
short-time for a vyear
and now faces the
threat of compulsory
redundancy. He is an
executive member of
the Furniture, Timber
and Allied Trades:
‘From the very start of
this march we realised it
was a political march
because  unemployment

can only be solved by
changing the government
and getting a government
in power that implements

vote with their feet

T-E Post Office Engineering Union’s conference
s week failed to debate a resolution urging sup-

czrt for Tony Benn,
“With 700 delegates at-
:-2ng a fringe meeting
-~~~ 32nn and only 200 at
:1ing with Denis Hea-
'~¢ union executive
the conference
on the deputy
-ship issue. All mo-
on the Labour Party
= :-z zalked out and the ex-
=i was  forced to
*""ITaw its proposition
1o cwerturn the Wembley

2on.
.OCK CAMPBELL,
wrznih osecretary of City
:h of the POEU and
mzrperson of the Na-
-2~ z. Broad Left spoke to
~:lzast Challenge after
=-: onference debate on
©o¢ _zbour Party.

U the light of impor-
:2- decisions facing the
Lot wr Party, the POEU
coiorship did its usual
oz oact and made sure
0oL «¢ did not reach the
:v o orrant issues — the
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Labour Party deputy and
the Wembley decision —
that most delegates wanted
to vote on.

‘The two  fringe
meetings with Benn and
Healey  obviously in-
dicated to the leadership
how the delegates viewed
the importance of these
issues and in the tradi-
tional manner of that
elected body they failed to
face the issue.

‘As far as I’'m concern-
ed it is essential that we
mount a campaign
throughout all branches of
the POEU giving them all
the facts on these issues,
and asking them through
the democratic procedure
of their branches to write
to Head Office to inform: it
of their decision on how
the union should vote at
any future Labour con-
ference.’
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proper socialist policies.

This is why I think the
fight for the deputy leader-
ship of the Labour Party is
important and the policy
debate behind it. Even
though many people are
still working, redundan-
cies and short-time loom
over their heads.

There’s a tremendous
feeling of resentment in
the country — we’ve seen
that as ordinary people
have come out of their
houses all the way along
the route to support us.

It needs to be harness-
ed into a mass movement

to bring down the Tories.

I'm going to have a
meeting with all the mar-
chers when I get back to
Manchester and we’re go-
ing to put pressure on the
trade unions to organise
the unemployed. If the
pressure is not kept up on
the TUC and the Labour
Party leaders after the
march it’ll all come to a

Sull stop.
It’s one thing to talk
about unemployment

from behind a desk in
Congress house but it’s
quite another to get the
TUC to spring into action.

£f15m for Rover’s

— a joke,

but a

dangerous one

By Patrick Sikorski

THE £15m offer for Rover Solihull BL car plant
from a consortium of Midlands’ business peo-
ple led by the Conservative MP for the Birm-
-ingham constituency of Yardley, Mr Gilroy-
Bevan, is a joke in terms of the sort of money
needed in the car industry these days.

But if this consortium
is serious it can only mean
bad news for the Rover
workers. This offer either
means buying up the
Rover name on the cheap,
massively rationalising the
workforce and producing
small numbers of luxury
cars or pure and simple
asset stripping.

Pave

Involvement of the
Rover unions in talks with
alternative buyers will
pave the way for more
redundancies. One of the
most famous fights against
job loss proves the point.

In June 1971 a consor-
tium of four shipbuilding
yards called Upper Clyde

Shipbuilders declared
itself bankrupt, having
failed to get government
money to prop it up.
Victim

1t was the biggest vic-
tim of the Heath govern-
ment’s ‘lame duck’ policy.
The 8,449 workers oc-
cupied against the closure
and began a work-in.

The stewards called for
nationalisation or failing
that, for a private buyer to
take over all four yards
without loss of jobs.

But when a Texan busi-
nessman Wayne Harbin
put in an offer for the
Clydebank yard the

stewards pushed through a
separate deal creating the
Marathon yard. The other

5

I’d like to see one-day
national strikes starting
with the miners, railway
workers and then the
power workers to bring
down this government.’

three yards were later
formed into a company
called Govan Ship-
builders.

The private speculators
got a bargain and the
workers picked up the bill.

Cut

Within a year of the
end of the dispute the
workforce had been cut by
25 per cent with the loss of
2,449 jobs.

Under the deal signed
by the shop stewards with
Marathon all unofficial
strikes were banned for 4
years and a system of bind-
ing arbitration was in-
troduced resulting in large
loss of earnings for those
taking action outside of
procedure.

At the Govan group
the shop stewards agreed
to a 120 per cent increase
in productivity.

At both Govan and
Marathon  demarcation
lines were smashed and
despite having already suf-
fered a pay freeze for 18
months a pay deal of only
half the initial amount
demanded was agreed.

Rover workers have no
interest in putting Mr.
Gilroy-Bevan in clover for
the rest of his life but every
interest in saving each and
every job at Soilihull.

UCS: one of the last Tory

government’'s “fame ducks

Neil Ward, unemployed
executive member of
the National Society of
Metal Mechanics, from
Birmingham:

‘I‘m going to talk to my
local Labour party in Er-
dington when I get back
and NALGO, the local
government union, which
sponsored me, and tell
them about the march.

I want to set up an ac-
tion committee to bring
our sponsoring trade
unions behind the unem-
ployment campaign. I
believe if you walk for a
month and go home and
do nothing you’ve failed in
your object. You may as
well just have stayed at
home for a month.

I don’t think the TUC
are fighting hard enough.
It’s about time they got off
their backsides and did
something. I'd call a
general strike against the
government if I was in
charge.

The 14 May Day of Ac-
tion last year wasn’t pro-
perly organised. If they
really got organised at the
TUC they’d get the back-
ing of the trade unionists.
The Tories are holding the
working class to ransom
and they need to be shown
they can’t get away with it.

S AR

Laurence Scott

Mark Shaw, unemploy-
ed seaman from Liver-
pool who marched all
the way:

‘I think the march has
brought home to people
how serious unemploy-
ment is. It’s made people
more aware of the plight
of the unemployed espe-
cially down south.

1t’s made people on the
march more politically
aware. I've joined the
6/618 branch of the
Transport union on the
march and I intend to get
actively involved in that.

I think there’s a lot of
people who might get
home and not bother. It’s
going to be hard to get an
unemployed workers
union off the ground but
the unemployed have been
ignored for too long.

We’ve been on the out-
side looking in and it’s
about time we came in
from the cold and made
our voices heard. I want to
see an unemployed section
in every union_for a start.

It’s only now that
employed workers are
beginning to show an in-
terest in the unemployed
because they realise it can
happen to them any day.’

occupation

Frank Stubbs says on behalf of the Laurence Scott
Electromotors’ shop stewards: ‘We collected £1661 on the
People’s March. Sfor our occupation and want to thank Socialist
Challenge and its supporters for all the help they gave us.’

. LSE workers are stepping up their fight for jobs after talks
with management came to nothing.

file name caps

AND RALLY AGAINST
UNEMPLOYMENT
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By Geoff Bell

ACCORDING to Margaret Thatcher, speaking
in Belfast last Thursday, the Provisional IRA
has a ‘discredited cause’ and is playing ‘'what
may well be its last card’.

Thatcher is, by all accounts, something of
an optimist, and in making these pronounce-
ments she is following a long line of British
politicians who have over several years
declared that the IRA is as good as dead.

Any balanced assess-
ment of the progress of the
cause of the Provisional
IRA would have to con-
clude that its campaign for
a re-unified Ireland, free
of all British interference,
has rarely looked so pro-
mising.

An example is a front
page ‘news analysis’ in the
International Herald
Tribune last Friday which
was headlined ‘Britons
Again Questioning Role in
Ulster’.

It reported the opinion
polls in Britain which had
supported withdrawal of
troops; Tony Benn'’s state-
ments on Ireland, and ‘the
Sfuact that Bobby Sands, the
Sfirst of the hunger strikers
to die, was elected to parli-
ament during his fast was a
major blow to the That-
cher government’s con-
tention that the IRA guer-
rillas have no widespread
support among Catholics’.

There is no point dis-
guising that such develop-
ments have been some
time in coming. An exam-
ple can be taken from the
very firsi issue of Socialist
Challenge.

This reported, exclus-
ively, information about
the career of one Tim
Creasey, who had just
been appointed the British
army’s General Officer
Commanding in the north
of Ireland.

The story disclosed
that while commander of
the Sultan of Oman’s arm-
ed forces from 1972-75,
Creasey had been accused
of overseeing the wide-
spread torture of political
prisoners, accusations
which had been testified to
by the Middle East equiv-
alent of the Red Cross.

If such a story were
released today it would at
least get a mention on the
front page of the Interna-
tional Herald Tribune.

 Certainly, it would receive

considerably more cover-
age than it did in 1977.
Ireland is no longer the
200th  issue, either in
British politics or in the
priorities -of the world’s

media.

In one respect it was
Margaret Thatcher herself
who testified to one break-
through. This concerned
the talks she had in Dec-
ember with Ireland’s pre-
mier, Charlie Haughey.

Many different inter-
pretations were placed on
these talks, on what was
discussed and on where
they would lead. But the
fact that they took place
was the first open acknow-
ledgement by a British
politician for many years
that the situation in the
north of Ireland was of in-
terest to the southern
government, and that a
search had to made for
new ‘institutional struc-
tures’ which at least paid
lip service to the fact that
Iretand was one nation.

When Labour’s Roy
Mason was in charge of

Nationalist youth have led the struggle against British imperialism

the British regime in the
north of Ireland the em-
phasis was on a ‘military
solution’. The lie was that
the fighters against British
imperialism in Ireland
were mere ‘criminals’ and
‘godfathers’.  Although
Thatcher has repeated
such nonsense over the
hunger strike issue she and
her north of Ireland
secretary, Humphrey
Atkins, have not left it
there.

Interviewed in  the
United States on 6 May,
Atkins said: /7 believe
everyone who is concerned
about the future of Nor-

#

The funeral of Francis Hughes brought out tens of thousands of mourners

thern Ireland ought to get
together and really it
down and think how we
can find a way forward to
the problems that have
been here for 60 years.’

~Such statements are
evidence that despite
everything Britain  has

thrown at the fighters for
Irish  self-determination,
these last 12 years — from
the SAS to internment;
from murder to torture;
from a compliant British

media, to in this country,
the Prevention of Ter-
rorism Act — the struggle
for Irish national libera-
tion has continued. It is

now pulling British society
by the scruff of the neck,
shaking its complacency,
and demanding attention.
The credit for this goes
— without reservation —
to the anti-imperialist
movement in Ireland.

Socialist» Challe
IRELAND
TORTURED

" Sereamat loudas Youlike-Erope won't listen

The Provisional IRA
which started as a right-
wing political grouping,
now proclaim themselves

revolutionary - socialists.
While the H Block cam-
paign has been inspired by
the heroism of the in-
dividual  prisoners, - its

-political clout has come¢ -

from the mass nature of
the campaign.

For the world at large,
the 100,000 people who
took part in Bobby Sands’
funeral procession, silent
though they were, spoke
louder than the mightiest
bomb which has been
planted in the north of
Ireland.

This is not to suggest
that the IRA should now
dump their guns. The
memory of the civil rights
movement and how it was
batoned and shot off the
streets by the Unionists
and then the British army
should never be forgotten.

The fact that Thatcher

allowed an elected member.

of parliament to die shows
what scant regard the im-
perialists have for the
democratic process when it
goes against them.

It can also be said that
some of the spectacular

L)

= Som -

© military achievements of
o

the IRA have made the

o British sit_up and take
m notice, and that the ma-
U jority opinion in Britain
wm for troop withdrawal, as
r reflected in many opinion
O polls, does stem from a

P sense of ‘war-weariness’.

> But a military struggle,
m by itself, will not free

Ireland of - imperialist
t» domination, even though

it might persuade Britain,
as it has done, to try and
limit its own military in-
volvement by transferring
some responsibility to the
Ulster Defence Regiment
and the RUC.

These points are not
made in an attempt to
preach from the sidelines
of the British left.

Action

It should be acknow-
ledged that through the H
Block movement the Re-
publicans have taken part
in a campaign which has
consciously subordinated
the armed struggle to the
masses in action.

Whatever the outcome
now of the H Block issue,
the way it has been fought
has reactivated many Irish
militants and has political-
ly educated thousands of
Irish people, especially the
youth who were not
around during the mass
campaigns of the late
1960s and early.’70s.

~The Irish Trotskyist
organisation People’s
Democracy, in alliance
with Bernadette McAlis-
key, has argued for this
strategy for some years.
The thread of this ap-
proach can be seen runn-
ing through the Coalisland
conference against repres-
sion in 1977, Bernadette’s
European election cam-
paign, and the Burntollet
Commemoration march.

Bernadette is interna-
tionally respected as the
leading figure of the H

Socialist (i
Challenge

-
B3

il

Block campaign, and her
considerable political in-
fluence has -been a vital
factor in the successes of
the campaign.

The recent election of
two PD members as coun-
cillors in Belfast illustrates
the respect in which they

are held by importan: ::.-
tions of the Catholic
ing class. Fergus C
also a member of -
tional H Block Cc;
tee, won no less tha
per cent of the nationz..s
vote cast in his arez
Itiseasytozals - .-
ning points’ bu: -
doubt that the I
gle has reachez - .-.. ¢
phase. For muost o0 0 2o
issugs,  Socialist  Cr:
lenge’s Irish covera
concentrated on = o
alerting our readers 1.z
simple fact that a war . =
going on in Ireland. :-:
that the British a2 -:
villains in that war.

never disguised the f
that it is firmly on the sid:
of the anti-imperialists.

That is why we reiz-
half-baked notions such =+
the deployment of U™
troops in the north:
means asserting mors
forcefully than ever tha
neither Tony Benn, nor :
partnership of  Thaic
and Haughey can decic:
the future of Ireland. b.-
only the Irish people the -
selves.

No one can now
that the opportunities
spreading the accepiarn.:
of such principles in =
British labour movem:~:
are not there. Althou:-
the words ‘Sinn Feir® z-:
translated as ‘oursel::
alone’, the anti impe-:-
alists in Ireland must no-
be seen to stand alone -
the coming weeks anc
months.

By fighting on for
the years they have, in
spite of setbacks, con-
fusions and the world’s
disinterest they have
emerged from the dark-
ness. Now, it's time we
did our bit.
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Bv John Berger

~-~¢ gates are locked and the dogs

s<-'| guard their property.

T-an each year for an instant

—=n after the long shift

z~¢ the unwrapped wage

w-ich is never a present, )

w2men in waiting rooms

s~d the workshops of towns ‘i

«nich no longer resembie

-~¢ drawer of postcards

z-d first love letters,

-~en for an instant

—en and women taste again

zs in the childhood of summer

«~z first radishes

c-zen onions

=~1 stolen strawberries,

<-=n for an instant

t= and tongue

.rn those paid by the hour

tree in a park or book

~-nse leaves were numberless.

- 5 is why in many languages

<~z say smiling:

-~z first I've eaten this year
~azke a wish.

O

F vear the seasons return
:nereby the docketed hours

Where you
Sacialist C

Siuﬂaﬂd Fargate 10.30-12. 3pm.

STOCKRORT:
. zilabie ai Boom- day, ipm.,
;< For more info

delivered wee

Predeil ectin,
Paris, May 1981

Sold every Satur-
.19'%\' Way,
kiy: phone 483 8909

uniform weeks

and implacable centuries
are counted.

9/5/81.

The white face of the clock
is never frightened

and only for an instant
does the first fruit

permit a wish.

But there are plants

whose skies are subterranean
neon above benches their sun
postponement their rainfali.
They grow from seeds sown

before the last concrete was poured.

Never do the fruit of these plants
ripen twice in a generation.

For those paid by the hour

the winter of history is long.

10/5/81.

We are picking the fruit
which has ripened.

Our breaths smell of it.
And on our shoulders
we are carrying our wishes
out into the open
where they are flairing
like a dancing skirt
over the years to come
not for an instant only.

can buy
hallenge

NEWHAM: SC sold Sat llam to
naon, Queen’s Rd Matker, Upion

Can be Park.
PADDINGTCOM: SC sold at Por-

M
elec

The election of Francois Mitterrand is an im-
portant event, but not as important as occur-
red in France in 1936, ‘44 or '68. For the
time being it is only an electoral shift rather
than a wave of mass struggles as happened
on those previous occcasions.

But it indicates very clearly a shift in the
mood of the working class — a strong rise in
its self-confidence. Further, from the point of
view of the relation of forces between the
workers and their reformist leaderships, the
situation is more favourable than it was in "36
or ‘44,

In the
since Mitterand's clection,
this has expressed itself in
several ways. There s
definitely an indlux of new
members into the unions
in most sectors of in-
OUSIF\’

There has already becn
an initiative in the fac
torics by the workers.
They have raised the ques-

first fow davs 100 far -— business musl
remain as usual

So Mitterand is caught
between thie needs of the
warkers and those of the
capitalists.

Giscard

The potitical change in
France has a ELuropean-
wide meaning, and coming

itterand's
tionvictory

s.zlabie from
N «ide Boots,
- -+ - 23 30pm, Sat

s sold  Thur
- S:ation. St. An-
: ~ottom of Waverly
11.30-2pm East
i:0 available from
- Better Books, For-
: ~<o on local activity
Boy 6, Ist May
maker Row.
les every Thur/Fri
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(evening}, 236 4905 (day).
SWINDON: SC on sale 11-1 cvery
Sat, Regent St (Brunel Centre).
TEESSIDE: SC on sale Sat lunchtime
in the Cleveland Centre, and in
Newsfare, Linthorpe Road, Mid-
dlesbrough. and outside Woolworths
on Stockton High Street.
WOLVERHAMPTON: SC sales on
Thur/Fri at Poly Students Union
from noon-2pm and British Rail
4.30-6pm; and Saturday near Beat-
ties, town centre from {lam-2pm.
YORK: on sale every Thursday, dole
office Clifford Street, 9.30-11;
University Vanburgh College 12-2;
Saturday at Carey Street 11-1.

London

BRENT: SC sold Willesden function
Thur 4.30pm.

EALING: SC sold Thur,
Broadway tube, 4.3(-3.30pm
ENFIELD: SC at Neisons newsagents,
London Rd, Enfield Town.
HILLINGDON: SC  sold Py,
4.30-5.30 at Uxbridge tube siation,
Sat 10.30-12.00 outside Woolworths,
Uxbridge shopping centre.
KILBURN: SC salex every Sat, 10am
in Kilburn Square, an¢ Thursday
8.30am at Queens Park tube.
LAMBETH: SC available from
Village Books, Streatham: Tethric
Books, Clapham; FPaperback Centre,
Brixton; Oval tube kiosk. Aise sold
Thur and Fri evenings and Thur mor-
nings outside Brixton tube.

What's Left

RATES for What's Left. 5p per
word or £4 per col. inch. Deadline:
noon Sat. prior to pubiication
Payment in advance. Phone
01-358 8180.

Ealing

BOOKS tor Southern Afric
urgentty needed —
Books tor South
S0, London N1 2\P

T-SHIRTS: ‘Solidarnosc’ symbaoi,
red on white, *Jobs not Bombs’ red
and black on white or yellow — allin
smal!, medium and large. Women's
symbol red on vellow, black on red,
Fourth Jniernationai symbot, red on
white, red on yellow, black on red —
medium and large. Aif aboe £2.99 in-
ol p&p. "Fight racism’ small only, red
on white - on"v £1.50 incl '\&n
Orders to SCD T-Shirts PO B(‘
“ondon N Chieques payab
\&cck'. Buix oraer prices on rcque'\h
BADGES: Make money -
organisation or branch. Hu -
tions on anti-racisi, {rish sohdarity,
s badges i mory
"o. lisie !

&, Funds
eques, POs 10
n Afica, PO Box

mg

s PO Bon 300 L oudor W

ROCK againse Racism, Fri i2 June
Spm  UMIST  Swdents U
Harlem Spirits, The Hoax plus disco
£1.20 entrance {75p unwaged).

CENTRAL lLondon TOM benefit
film show. ‘Ireland’s Hunger Strike’
and *Mau Mau'. London Film

tobello Rd market Sat at noon.
WEMBLEY: SC sales Fri 6.45am at
North Wembley BR Station.

Bookshops

BANGOR: Rainbows, Hollyhead
Road, Upper Bangor, Gwynedd.
BRADFORD: Fourth Idea
Bookshop, 14 Sandgate.
BIRMINGHAM: Other Bookshop,
137 Digbeth, Birmingham.
DURHAM: Durham City
Bookshop. 85a New Elvet.
ILFORD: South Essex Bookshop. 335
Ley Street.

MILTON KEYNES: Oakleat Books,
109 Church Street, Wolverton.
OXFORD: EQA Books, 34 Cowley

Co-op

Rd.

LONDON: Central Books. 37 Grays
Inn Rd; Coiletts, Charing Cross Rd,
W(2; Paperback Books, Brixton and
Chariotte St; Kilburn Bookshop,
Kilburn High Road, NWé; The
Bookplace, Peckham High Si, SEIS;
Books Plus, Lewisham: Balham
Food Co-op; Housmans, 5§ Caledo-
nian Rd, Ni; Compendium, Camden
Town NWI: Owl, Kentish fnwn,
New Beacon, Seven Sisters d, N4:
Bookmarks, Seven Sisters Rd, N4;
Centerprise, 126 Kingsland High St
1ig; Ditlons, QMC; Page One, E15;
The Other Bookshop, 328 Upper Si.
NI; Reading Matters, Wood Green
next to Sainsbury’s,
YORK: Community
Walmgate.

Books,

Makers Co-op Cinema, 42 Gloucester
Ave, London NW1. Adm 75p (50p
unwaged).

Anti Royai Wedding
Badge.

Red and biack on wiiite

20p each plus sae. 15p for

orcders of 10 or more
ipostage included;
From Toast the Rova!

Couple, c/o Birmingham's

Other Bookshop, 157
Digbeth, Birmingham B5
6DR

Cheques payable to Bir-
mingham’s Other
Bockshop

International Marxist Group notices

ANTI-RACIST fraction. Sunday 14
Tupe, 1lam, ngham.
Report on perspectives, Defence rk.
The lessons of Depiford, Brixton and
Coventry. The Nationaly  Act and
deportations.  Building  the black
workers conference, For more details

ring Davy 01-359 8180 or Steve 01-359

8371,

IRISH fraction jointly with Revolu-
tion Youth. Now on Sun 31 May at
national centre.

NATFHE {raction rmeeting at Na-
itonal Centre, Sat 6 lune. ipm

é.

Revolution Youth notices

CRUISE Missiles sub-cttee: Sar 30
May at Revolution Youth National
Office. Tei 01-359 8371 for details.
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TRADE Union sub-cttee: Sun 31
M

Gifice. Tel 01-359 837) for details.

;. at Revolution Youth National

tion of a ban on new sack-  on top of what is happen-

ings. ing in the Labour Party

In some of the larger and the trade unions in
engineering and auto-  Britain, means thal in two
mobile factories there were  of the largest European
redundancies to be countries, while the work-

declared in the first week ing class 1s still
after the election, and the economically on the
bosses stopped them —  defensive, it is preparing
they took the threat of the  political counter-blows
workers seriously. which might take the rul-
- ing class off balance.
Freeze In France, until two
It is possible that the weeks before the elections,
government will intervene

the victory of Giscard was
assumed to be certain.

and order a freeze on new

redundancics.

Mitterand’s  win means
The Mitterand govern-

that an important, more

: " backward section of the
ment will have to make
some concessions 1o the

working  ¢lass  which
workers. but Ihey will do it

generally does not vote
) v was mobilised to vote for
in the least costly way for

. Mitterand.
1 ] ©
: \Pﬁl Lh(i"ipvlédlll(:“ma%len &E:*%l The other phenom-
cubstantial | concessions,  ©hon which is indicated by
U5 1t 1CCHLHIANE i . - -
- ; > this vote is the continua-
rom redundancy, N .
apart fro edundanc tion of a big

reCOMpOsi-
tion of the labour move-
ment.

-
Unity

From a political point
of view the most signifi-
cant part of the Mitterand
victory was ! m capacity of

and the most likely thing is
an increase in the “national
minimum wage.

Both these things will
mean a reversal of the
trend to a decline in wages
in the national income.
That reversal of course
threatens the bourgeoisie

at a ume wnen NS ke workers i overcome
economic crisis s Sl he deep diviviens caused
growing and when every- hy the Communist and
thing they want to do goes  gocialist  Pariy  jcades-

in the opposite direction.  yin.
So  the  economic

Ernest
Mandel

By

Mltterrand gets some adwce

This victory for unity is
all the more amazing
because up to the last mo-
ment both the CP and SP
did everything possible to
increase the division — the
CP especially by concen-
trating its electoral cam-
paign on aitacking Mit-
terand

Joy

On the night of the
election, in the explosion
of joy which occurred in
the Place de la Bastille and
in many provincial towns
— maybe 350,000 pcople
were on the streets that
night — among all these
people the desire for unity
was  absolutely  over-
whelming.

The secretary of the
CP, Juquin, spoke at the
Bastille saying it was im-
possible to oppose the uni-
tv  sentiments of the
workers.

One couid say that this
unity weaikens the CP -
making it clearly the
minority current 1in the
workers’ movement, in its

pressures on the
bourgeoisie to threaten the
Mitterand government are
rather formidable. On the
other hand they undes-
stand that th=v shouldn™
over-react, that they
shouid  give  Mitteranag
some time,

Franc

But the contradiction
between  political reasor
and their economic seif-
interest is obvious. In the
first few days afier Mit-
ierand’s victory, economic
sabotage, the flight of
capital, drop in the stock
exchange, and 2 run on the
franc all occurred.

It's been kept within
certain limits, but it in-
dicates that the capitalists
are giving a certain warn-
ing to Mitterand, that they
will not allow him to 2o

Celebratmg Mftterrana’s victory at the
Bastille

weakest  position  since
1936.

But we should be
cautious. This is only on

the terrain of electoral
results. It does not reflect
organisational strength —
trom ihe point of view of
membership  the  Com-
munist Party is still at least
twice as strong as the
Socialist Party — and it
especially does not reflect
mmplantation in the fac-
tories or unions, where the
CP is much stronger.

The CP militants will
ask: how did we arrive at
this situation? Why did we
suffer this defeai? At the
same time the SP will find
it very difficult to imple-
ment reforms. So a whole
number of CP and SP
militants  are likely (o

distance themselves from
their  respective leader-
ships.

Return

What will happen in
the Socialist Party is likelv
to be determined by the ac-
tions of the Mitterand
government. What hap-
sens in the CP is more
structurally determined —
it's likely to be a return 10
Eurocommunisii and  af
attack  on  the divisive
policies of Marchais,

The bhig facwor
deciding whether there will
be a CP-SP government is
whether there will be an
election agreement  bet-
ween  the  fwo  main
workers parties, I there is
no aguemcm. then 1t
seems likely that the
parliamentary representa-
tion of the Communist
Party could be drastically
reduced — trom 90 to
around 40 deputies,

In that situation Mit-
terand could govern rely-
ing on the left radicals and
some  C‘left’  Gaullists,
which will make it much
easier t0  manoeuvre
against the workers.




From fighting the Torie

b

to winning socialisn

Why are you standing for
deputy leader of the Labour
Party? What have the suc-
cesses of the campaign
been so far?

Officially it is to elect a deputy
leader. It’s the first election on
a wider franchise and people
fought very hard to get a wider
franchise, to get greater ac-
countability. We arrived on a
wider franchise which [ per-
sonally supported, 40-30-30,
and I think that is a good fran-
chise.

It’s testing that mechanism,
but the real advantage is two or
three quite separate things.

First of all it is opening up
policy. Policy is being discuss-
ed, primarily at union con-
ference, where it isn’t alwavs
discussed, because thev have a
choice to make. Secondly, the
constituencies now there is a
focus for the discussion of prin-
ciple party policies.

Next, to some extent it an-
ticipates the Clause 5 Manifesto
meeting because if the party

‘Blowing out some
of the smoke from
the smoke-filled

rooms has been a
good thing’

really does go for implementa-
tion of conference policy
through its choice of deputy
leader, it will be extremely dif-
ficult for anyone to veto it.

I would be very surprised if
the ripples of this vyear’s
democratic exercise within the
trade union movement didn’t
spread far beyond the confines
of the deputy leadership.

It has also exposed what
many people had suspected,
that there is a body of opinion
in the upper echelons of the
party who actually agreed that
there wouldn’t be an election,
who didn’t want an election.
Blowing out some of the smoke
from the smoke-filled rooms
has been a good thing.

Given Clive Jenkins’ state-
ment about the leadership
battle, you must be very en-
couraged by the decision of
the conference of the
Association of Scientific,
Technical, Managerial and
Supervisory Staff (ASTMS)
to support you.

[amreally. It’s logical, because
ASTMS supports the policies in
my election platform. As the
union conferences progress,
you're getting better decisions
on policy as a result of the
political agitation and discus-
sion. For example, USDAW
came out for unilateral nuclear

Last weekend at a meeting of the right-
wing Labour Solidarity Campaign, Leo
Abse MP accused Tony Benn of having a
‘lust for power’ and that he was challeng-
ing the sovereignty of parliament. This
theme is, of course, amplified by the mass

media.

The Observer’s political correspondent
made a more sober assessment on Sunday.
Describing Benn'’s call for Labour govern-
ments to be bound by conference deci-
sions as a ‘seductive and appealing
message not only to the constituency
activists but also to many in the unions’,
Adam Raphael added that Denis Healey
‘looks more and more like a great whale
stranded on a hostile beach’.

The Observer’s headline asked: ‘Is the
Benn tide unstoppable?’ — a remarkable
turnabout from the derision which greeted
Benn’s decision to challenge Healey an-
nounced barely two months ago.

The large majority of socialists have en-
thusiastically backed Benn’s election cam-
paign, without necessarily agreeing with
his policies. In an hour-long interview,
published on this and the following two
pages, PHIL HEARSE and BRIAN HERON
questioned Tony Benn on major aspects
of these policies. On pages 10 and 11 we
publish our critique of Benn’s positions.

disarmament and APEX came
out for national executive con-
trol of the Labour Party elec-
tion manifesto.

So the union contribution
to the debate is being radicalis-
ed by the discussions. In some
cases, because they have to
make a choice on the deputy
leadership question.

Trade union militants are
thus getting involved in the
internal struggles of the
Labour Party, particularly to
push forward the fight for
democracy and to support
your campaign. Don’t you
think that leaders of the
Labour Party, particularly
leaders of the left, should
get involved in supporting
the industrial struggles of
workers? Don‘t you think
that leaders of the Labour
Party should be calling for
industrial action to fight the
threat of ungmployment
and redundancy?

Well, if you say involved in in-__

dustrial struggles, then I have
all my time. I was up in the Lee
Jeans factory the other day,
I’ve just sent a message to the
Laurence Scott workers —
from UCS, to the River Don,
right the way through.

I’ve always regarded that as
the function of a Labour MP
— I’m a trade unionist as well.
But I don’t think it’s for the
parliamentary leadership to tell
people what to do.

It’s very easy for someone
who’s not directly involved in a
dispute to call on others to
make great sacrifices. 1 think
they have to determine that,
and the role of the Labour Par-
ty is to support them.

As a leader of the move-
ment as a whole, don't you
think there is a place to
make an appeal for action to
take on the government?

The People’s March for Jobs
was important because it came
out of the North-west; it wasn’t
even demanded by the TUC

General Council — they came
in rather late.

I don’t think it would have
been helpful if the NEC of the
Labour Party had issued a call
for a People’s March for Jobs.

I think the role of leader-
ship is to analyse, to explain, to
encourage, to support, but not
to order or call in that sense.
That has to be done by the peo-
ple directly involved.

Otherwise if things go
wrong, the people who are ac-
tually engaged in doing it are
doing it under instructions, and
they’re not doing it out of their
own discussion and motiva-
tion.

I think that is, dare I say it,
an elitist illusion of the left —
the idea that you’ve got to look
to the top. On everything else
the left says the rank and file
has the primary role, but on
this question we expect you to
give a call. Now there’s a cer-
tain dilemma here...

Can we put it the other way
round? At the base there are
many militants who think
that a national lead at this
time is absolutely essential
if they're going to have ef-
fective action. For example,
at the Rover plant they are
prepared to take action,
they have decided that of-
ficially in their resolutions,
but they are very well aware
that isolated and alone they
don't stand as much chance
as if they’ve a national call...

Well | agree... but then you
have to...

...and then they look to the
national leaders...

Then you have to make connec-
ting links across. The tri-partite
arrangement between coal and
steel and transport is useful, as
are joint shop stewards com-
mittees, but if in the end you
are saying we should replace
the government by industrial

‘That is an élitist il-
lusion of the left —

the idea that you've
.got to look to the
top’

action, my own opinion is that
without winning the argument
you can’t build socialism.
Because that is done by a coup,
and coups can never build sup-
port.

So whereas I would be
strongly in favour of a general
strike to defend a gain, the idea
that there is a short-cut to
socialism through industrial ac-
tion is one of the great illusions.

When a Labour govern-
ment is elected with a radical
programime, enormous pres-
sure will be put on it by the in-
ternational community, by the
bankers and so on, and unless
you can rely on the over-
whelming support of working
people, you won’t be able to
stand the strain.

This short cut to power via
industrial action is, 1 think,
revolutionist talk, it’s not
revolutionary. Here 1 might

disagree with Socialist Tha.-
lenge, but my own view is tha:
you have to do it by conser:.
and support people in struggis
but not try to establish a leader-
ship role which tells people vou
go on strike, you defy thz
government over local govern-
ment finance — that 1s quizz
wrong.

But don’t you think people’s
ideas are changed through
action and not just through
argument....

Yes, but I’m not arguing

against action.

But the miners’ strikes
which took place recently
had the potential of bringing
down the government, if the
Tories had stood out against
them, that was a real
possibility. Do you think
that was a good thing or a
bad thing, do you think it
should be supported? Or put
it another way. In 1974
there’'s no doubt that the
miners’ strike did bring
down the government and
created the basis for the
government being defeated
in the general election.
Don‘t you think that should
have been supported by
Labour MPs?

Well, 1 did support the miners
in 1974 and 1972, but I think

continued on next page
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b vou are seriously deceiving peo-
8 ple if there is revolutionist talk,
when only a minority of people
! in this country have got hold of
a socialist analysis.

They get it through action
and struggle, that is not the
same as telling other people to
2o into the battle to replace the
electoral system, in the hope
vou could build socialism —
vou'd end up with Stalinism.

You mentioned that the next
Labour government elected
on a radical programme
. should attempt to fulfill the
1974 Manifesto, including a
fundamental shift of power
and wealth tc working peo-
. ple and their families. Surely
this is going to put you in
massive conflict with the
banks, finance houses, IMF
and so on. And although we
can see the point that you
will need massive popular
support....

You sure will.

Surely you will need
something else as well,
which is your hands on the
actual power, the money,
the finance the big
monopolies, the key levers
from that point of view? In
@ other words, surely the first
R step is to take these things

o]
<
@
X
N

Then you’ve got to argue abouil
the policy of the Labour Party.
1's no good me saying that it’s
got 10 be that way, I've got to
nersuade the Labour Party.

But you yourself stand for

~
>
Q
gt
~J

1 support Clause 4. I think that
the process by which you bring
about Clause 4 has to be first of
all the persuasion of the Party
of the relevance of socialism,
B and for thirty years no one has
talked about socialism.

On the whole T think
R cocialist ideas are probably
stronger now, a lot of socialist
agitation has gone on in the
country over the last few years.
5 The experience of office will

-2 create the demand for radical
change, and if you say, and |
think vou’re right, that the in-
rnational firancial communi-
1y might trv to bring enormous
pressure upen a freshly elected
i.abour government. you then

“1f you're saying this.
is the Allende ques-’
tion.... | call-that
revolutionist tittle
tattle’

have to rely on the support of
the trade unions, the Labour
Party and the public who voted
for you.

But if you’re saying that
this is the Allende question,
then T wouldn’t be bothering
® about any of this policy making

E | would be out in the fields at

night drilling. I call that revolu-

tionist tittle tattle.
If one abandons persuasion
M for the pursuit of arms then
Bl \ou’re talking about a different
B ball-game.
. The difficulty for the
B8 cocialist analysts is this: they
B have to analyse where power is
[ER — the banks, landowners,
B military, civil service, media,
BRE uitinationals, Brussels.
) But you mustn’t use their
analysis of the centres of power
B on the other side as an instru-
ment for spreading pessimism
Bl 2nd hopelessness among peo-
8 ple....

On the contrary...
...because actually there is the
M power to win, of course there’s
B the power to win.
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Fromfi
0 Win

But let’s take that point. It
was a major battle for the
1945-51 Labour government
to nationalise steel. It was a
major battle that was lost
even to nationalise the Tate
and Lyle sugar campany.

Is it not the case that tak-
ing over sections of the
commanding heights of in-
dustry and finance, to im-
plement your progamme, is
going to put you at log-
gerheads with those
people?

I think it is. But I think a deter-
mined government with public
support can carry the day. If
there was an attempt at a
military coup against a military
government trying to do what it
was elected to do, then I think
the case for industrial action to
restore democracy would be
overwhelming.

This whole argument — are
vou a reformist or a revolu-
tionary, are you parliamentary
or extra-pariiamentary is a
highly theoretical area, with
very little real meaning.

What is presenied as revolu-
tionary is really, T think, a criti-
que not of reform having been
tried and failed, but reform not
having been tried.

But surely the difference
hetween being a revolu-
tionary and a reformist, is
that the revolutionaries
think that a test of strength
between a government
which genuinely wants to
carry through what you
would call reforms, what we
call revolutionary measures,
and the capitalist class, is in-
evitable and that the
capitalist class won’t give
up its power, the big
monopolies, the finance
houses and the banks...

...without violence

...without violence, without
attempting to use its state
apparatus.

I’m not sure about that. Wasn’t
it Marx who said that the
United Kingdom was one coun-
try where you might bring
about socialism by peaceful
means? ’

Only to reverse it later.

Maybe, but that was a first
stage, and | think the in-
evitability of violence which is
really what you're saying, if |
believed it, and 1 don’t for a
moment, it would lead me to
abandon politics and gct out
my old tin hat and find a se-
cond hand riglg and go out and
drill.

If you did that you would
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1¢ was the elactoral process which brought Heath down’ —

above: the miners’ picket at Saitley Gate

enormously  strengthen  the
right. It wouldn’t be scrious,
Hut it would be serious enough
to frighten people.

It would divert the Labour
Party and the trade unions
from their real task. Where the
trade union movement is very
strong, as you said before, it
played a part, not in destroying
the government — this is a
great mistake that the far left
and the Tories both make — it
was the British people who
defeated Heath, because they
were not prepared to back him
in a conflict with the British
working class movement.

If Heath had won the elec-
tion, do you imagine the miners
would have been in a strong
position — not at all. So it was
the electoral process which
brought Heath down.

The election of Mitterand in
France is tremendously en-
couraging. One of the things
which he’s promised is the
immediate introduction of a
35-hour week.

Do you think a Labour
government should legislate
for a 35-hour week, and
don't you think that this
would again put you into
conflict with the bosses?

Well let's be clear. Everything
that we wanted to do in our

maitifesto is going to bring us
into conflict with the Pen-
tagon, with Washington, with
the bankers, sections of the
civil service and so on, so vou
can take that for read.

We fudged it in the '79
manifesto; we said we were in
favour of a 35-hour week but it
would have to be on a Euro-
pean scale, which was another
way of saying that we wouldn’t
do it unless other people did.

The pressure now for the
shorter working week, for work
sharing, as an element — not
the dominant element — in
dealing with unemployment is
of great importance.

| couldn’t tell you with any
authority what the next Labour
government will do about
anything, because so far we
haven’t succeeded in dealing

with the problem of the
manifesto.

That’s why we’re spending
s0  much time on party

democracy. Until we’ve sorted
that out there is no knowledge
until three weeks before polling
day what commitment there is.
and there’s no certainty that
what commitment there is will
be implemented.

For us, the 35-hour week is
important both from the
point of view of solving
unemployment, and also as
a means of driving against

UESTIONING
“TONY BENN

g socialism

which
imply an alliance between
sectians of the trade unions
and the employers.

import  controls,

I don’t think that import con-
trols would solve the crisis in
Britain, any more than de-
valuation or wage controls. |
have never said so. But 1 don’t
find any socialist theory which
leads me to the belief that the
free movement of goods and
capital is an integral part of in-
ternational socialism.

We have import controls at
the moment — a poor person
can’t afford to buy from
abroad. And the planning of
trade, and production seems to
be perfectly logical.

The left critique of import
controls, which I fully under-
stand because I'm an interna-
tionalist — that you use it to ex-
port your unemployment,
depends entirely on how you do
it. If you plan your trade in
such a way that you return to
full employment, world trade
rises. But it you do it in such a
way as to export unemploy-
ment, vou arc damaging the
French or the Japanese or the
Souih African working class.

{f you have nationalised in-
dustry, with workers’ control
and compensation according to
need, some multinational com-
pany can bring in cheap goods

to destroy that industry under

the guise of free trade — and
when it’s been destroyed it can
raise its prices again.

the context that

Surely
you're talking about is one
where there is generalised
workers’ control — a plann-

ed economy — while the
context in which many of
the trade union leaders and
many of the leaders of the
CBl are raising the demand
is quite different.

case let's talk abouw:
what 'm talking about, and
not take the view that trads
protection will solve the crisis
Some of the critique of the rolc
of trade planning in the Labour
socialist  industrial  strategy
secems as il it’s just what the
CBI might argue, but it’s not.

One of the points in the five-
point programme you have
put forward for your eiec-
tion campaign is the idea §
that we should not accept
Cruise or Trident missiles.
and that we should have &
non-nuclear policy.

This implies that we
should stay in NATO. Do
you support the resolutior
carried at the ASTMS con
ference that Britain shoulc
withdraw from NATO?

H

I am basing mysclf on cor-
ference policy. The conferenc.
rejected a request to leav:
NATO, but said that we shou':
have a non-nuclear policy, lik:
Canada’s. That is a perfect.
possible position. The Labou~
Party’s present position ¢
NATO is that we should aim ::
dissolve the alliance and th:
Warsaw Pact and create :
European security system.

1 don’t think that nuclez
weapons are really a defen::
strategy. The Tories ac:
destroying the navy to produ:
the Trident, so we are seein:
defence reduced in order
produce a weapon which cou:
never be used without t
destruction of our country. .
think the non-nuclear defen::
strategy and being a nor-
nuclear member of NATO is :
perfectly logical position.

Maybe the Labour Par
will go beyond it and say w2
should leave NATO. I think it’
unlikely, because there arca i
of people of my age-group wr
remember the pre-war yea o
when the attempt by the left:
set collective security again
fascism led to the attempt -
maintain the League of Natior
and all the rest of it. 1

In that
t

My generation couldn’
possibly sit back and  sg
whatever happens anywher3
else doesn’t concern us ar
more.




.

Isn’t there a forceful argu-
ment that being a non-
nuclear part of NATO means
that you base yourself on
the nuclear part of NATO for
Britain’s defence — in ef-
fect, on the United States?

The Daily Mirror com-
mented on the Labour Party
decision that it made no
sense; that once you aban-
don nuclear policy, you
abandon the basis cn the
NATO alliarice.

Rubbish. You could put it 0
me the other way. If I'm
against nuclear weapons, why
am | in favour of high ex-
plosives » h.Ln kill thousands of
people? That's another argu-
ment tha! s used; that anythmé
short of pacifism is illogical.

We have to try to work out
what is the most sensible way of
resolving the choices open o
1s. 1 am in favour of defence
and of the idea of collective
defence. I am not in favour of a
nuclear defence strategy, and
[’m certainly not in favour of
the United States power system
converting us into a colonial
airbase.

| think a iot of peoplc are
now coming to this view . If we
move towards a nucicar-free
sone in Eurone we reajly could
turn the iide. which would
otherwise lead 1o nuclear war.

In Britain and internationally
over the past few years
we've seen a series of at-
tacks on abortion rights.
What can we do to stop
these attacks?

Do you think that Labour
MPs should continue to
have an individual right of
conscience on the issue, or
should they be obliged to
support Labour Party policy,
which is for free abortion on
demand?

I support the conference
policy. I think the women’s
movement quite rightly puts
control of their own bodies
very high on their list, and not
being dominated by a male
parliament on issues which are
fo. vem.

I’m not in favour of expell-
ing MPs because they may on
individual matters find it hard
to go along with party pO'lLV
The great characteristic of the
left — as compared to the m.hl
when it dommalcd the
is that iU’s not always
blood it evervone doesn’t come
into line.

I have an element of per
sonal tolerance in these matiers
towards othere with whom |
disagree. Ulimately, as on
evervthing else, vou've got (o
win the support of people. The
Italian  referendum  shows
that’s possible.

the Cam-
paign for Labour Party
Democracy argues that in
any reselection lista woman
and a black candidate
should be included among
those put forward; that
there should be positive
discrimination. What is your
position on this?

It’s a difficult one. 1 am in-
terested in socialism and if 1
were obliged to put a right-wing
black and a right-wing woman
on the list and select them
against a left-wing man, I
would find that difficult.

The women’s movement
and the black movement
should affiliate to the Labour
Party and have people at every
selection conference. They
should see that the rights of
women and of the black com-
munities are represented in the
party when the selection is
made.

i think atfiliation is what we
should e¢o tor — just as the
miners are affiliated. We don’t
have a quota for miners.
Miners are there in parliament
‘because in arcas where the
miners are strongest and they
have a strong delegation on the
general committee thgy put a
miner in. In areas where the
blacks are strongest vou'd ex-

Among others,

pect a black to come in, and in
areas where the women’s group
is strongly oranised you'd ex-
pect a woman to come in.

I don’t rule out a quota, but
| think it’s a by-passing of the

‘If | were obliged to
put a right-wing
black and a right-
.wing woman on the

list and select them
against a left-wing
man, | would find
that difficulit’

real issue, which is how to get a
united, autonomous working-
class and socialist movement to
express itself institutionally
through a single political party,

linked to the unions, in the
House of Commons and
elsewhere.

Do you think the far left
should be affiliated to the
Labour Party, and if so, is
there any practical possibili-
ty that this could occur?

Theyv can join the party in-
dividually, but I don't think
vou can aftiliate a group that
puts up candidates. You can’t
have people who are in the par-
ty but at the same time, it they
don't like a person who has

been put up as a candidate,
fight an ¢lection.

The rule  about  non-
candidatures is an important
one, but there are a mass of
eroups and tendencies in the
Labour Party and there’s no
problem about it. There's not
even a problem about their hav-
ing their own papers. Look at
the ILP; once they abandoned
their role as a political party
and c¢ame under Labour
publications, they reaffiliated.

Many of the far left groups

axgqédweg aneq] :oiqu

came into being and grew in .

strength  because  of  the
manifest failure of the non-
socialist years of the Labour
Party, from 1951. It was a
judgement by a generation ot
socialists on the Parliamentary
Labour Party during the years
of revisionism,

1 think it’s significant now
that there is a coming together.
If the left joins the Labour Par-
ty, as it were, then the influence
of the left for socialism within
the Labour Party is stronger,
and I think that is the right way
of doing it.

Why haven’t you come out
in support of the struggle of
the prisoners in H Block?
After all, the fundamental
thing they say — that they
are engaged in a political
struggle — is manifestly
true, even if one doesn't

always agree with the
methods they use.

What do you think of
Don Concannon’s action in
going to see Bobby Sands
when he was dying, to tell
him to abandon his hunger
strike?

[ won't comment on another
colleague. My argument on the
prison issue is that it is a way of
narrowing the argument,

If all that we are allowed (o
discuss on Northern Ireland at
the moment is the prison
regime, the supposition is that
the future of Northern Ireland
will continue to be one where
the prison populaticn wil! con-
tinue in its present torm, and
that the key question is how
they dress and what their status
is.

My own opinion is that it’s
a political quesuon and that
one of the incredible tragedies
of the present situation is that
the labour movement has not
really been allowed to vote on

freland.
The Labour Cabinet bardiyv
ever discussed Ireland — 1

think it discussed it during the
Ulster workers’ strike. [ tried to
get a discussion on Ireland in
the Cabinet. including the
prisoners  guestion, without
success. When we discussed the
manitfesto we were told it was

‘The L bour Cabinet
-hardly-ever.discuss-

. edireland’

100 late for us to sayv anytrhing.
<O il wasn'tin.

When we set up a study
group, we  had a  smali
preliminary group of members
of the NEC, and I and oihers
got an agreement that the ob-
jective was to bring about a
united and independent
Ireland. That was ruled out in
favour of a whole range of
solutions. When Tony Saunois
(the Labour Party Young
Socialists representative on the
NEC) brought his resolutions
on prison conditions, which
were not limited slmplv to the
IRA prisoners, it was defeated.

[ think we now have to go
for the whole thing; that the Six
Counties were born out of
violence — 75 of the 105 MPs
elected in 1918 were in favour
of independence, and partition
was brought about by violence.
[’ve always concentrated on
this aspect. 1 think the rest is
too narrow. It doesn’t get to
the real guts of the problem.

Yet the prison issue is the
focal point of the campaign
to establish that it is a
political struggle.

I understand that, but my job is
o transmit that message; not to
getinvolved in the trigger to get
that message understood.

I did strongly urge the
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policy. I didn’t make much of it
publicly, but I put it forward in
the Shadow Cabinet and in the
Tribune group, and got no su
port. At that stage, when tﬁe
man was dying, it didn’t seem
to me to offer anything im-
mediately, but it did highlight
the fact that the British policy
was totally inadequate.

We say to them you can’t
shoot. You shouldn’t starve
yourself  to death. You
shouldn’t stand, and if you do
stand in an election you can’t
serve. The whole blanketing
out of a political breakthrough
was highlighted.

I pointed out that the whole
of British imperial history was
littered with people who began
in British prisons and ended up

‘The real question is
" how do you break
out of a situation of
which at least a ma-
jor part is caused by

the presence of
British troops, who
are alleged to be
there to solve the
situation’

as prime ministers having tea
with the Queen, including
Mugabe, the most recent exam-
ple, who went from terrorism
to statesman via an election.

That argument didn’t carry
much weight with colleague:
because thev didn’t want
face the real question, which i~
how do you break out of a
sttuation of which atleastam
jor part is caused by
presence of British troops wh
are alleged 1o be there to solu
the situation.

Perhaps the first step in
breaking out, as you put it,
is to break from b/
partisanship, at least at the
level of suggesting that
there is an alternative
policy. The leadership of the
Labour Party rapidly moved
to shore up the bi-partisan
policy.

I don’t want to comment or.
other people. Undoubtedly the
election of Sands was extremely
significant, apart from anv-
thing else because it was in-
telligible internationally, Peo-
ple saw it as the deaih of a
British MP in protes: agains
his prixon conditions.

The fact that the sceretar:
general of the United Nation-.
Mrs Ghandi, the Pope. and the
European  Commission  of
Human Righis came in began
the process. I think my inter-
view, my speeches, and the
Labour Committee on Ireland
meeting helped to break the
shell.

One can see the whole thing
on the move. It takes a little
time for that deep feeling to ex-
press itself, not only in the
Labour Party. You mustn’t
think nothing is happening — it
is happening. By the end of the
year, maybe by this conference,
you’ll find Lagour Party policy
totally different.

The struggle which has
gone on in the Labour Party
has made positive advances
and looks like making more.
But surely in the end that
depends on the organisation
and support of millions of
working  people. Those
fighting for democracy have
to reach out and identify
themselves with the strug-

gles going on.

If you put it like that, I'm with
you 100 per cent of the way.

[ don’t want my argument
about revolutionary language
against reformist language to
confuse the fact; we cannot
build socialism in  Britain
without the solid support of
millions of working class peo-
ple. When we have that,
nothing on earth can stop us.
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SOCIALIST CHALLENGE supports and has
championed Tony Benn’s campaign for the

deputy leadership of the Labour Party.

As he rightly points out in the interview, the
campaign has opened up a debate on policy and
democracy in the Labour Party, and especially in
the trade unions. This can only be welcomed.

But we believe that Benn’s programme is
quite inadequate, either as an immediate way
forward for the British workers’ movementin the
struggle against the Tory government, or as a
long-term plan for achieving socialism.

Support for Benn’s campaign has to go hand-
in-hand with criticisms of his political pro-
gramme. The interview makes clear the deep
gulf which exists between Benn’s brand of left

reformism and any form of

socialist politics.

The role of working
class leadership

Benn explains that in his
view the role of Labour leaders
is to ‘support struggle’, but not
o ‘order or call’ it. Leaders of
-he movement, he says, should
‘analyse, explain, support’, but
not directly call for mass action
of the working class.

In our view this is a travesty
o7 the role working class leaders
<hould play.

To say to workers faced
aith Tory attacks and mass
-zdundancy: ‘Do your -own
:hing, if you take action we’ll
support you’ is inadequate.
The movement has to be given a
‘ead about what kind of action
can actually defeat the ruling
slass attacks.

Workers in a factory faced
with redundancy are much less
likely to take militant action
such as occupying if no one else
in the country will take similar
action. The Labour Party and
the trade unions can play an in-
valuable role in generalising
and popularising the most ef-
‘ective means of struggle.

No one, of course, should
order a group of workers into
action. They will only take
mass action if they are convinc-
ed that this is the best way for-
ward. But if the Labour leaders
were going around the country
hammering home the case for
such action, the role of mil-
itants who want to fight, who
want to mobilise against the
Tories, would be immeasurably
strengthened. :

It is the working class which
has to have the power and
sovereignty — not parliament.
Allowing that sovereignty to re-
main in the hands of the
capitalist state — even one with
a socialist government at its
centre — is to put the power of
life or death into the hands of
your executioner.

Winning socialism

Tony Benn’s suspicion of
mass working class action as
the decisive motor force of
socialist advance is reflected in
his positions on how to go
about winning socialism.

First, he 1s extremely reti-
cent about nationalising the
monopolies, the: banks and the
finance houses as the first
crucial step which a Labour
government committed to
socialist change would have to
take.

It’s good that he supports
Clause 4 of the Labour Party
constitution, which pledges
control of the commanding
heights of the economy. But
then he says ‘the experience of
office will create the demand

revolutionary

for change’, implying a more
gradual strategy.

Previously Benn has been
associated with the notion of
planning agreements with the
big monopolies. This would in-
volve a Labour government
working with firms to plan in-
vestment, but it would stop
short of full nationalisation.

The overwhelming impres-
sion is that he considers that the
nationalisation of the decisive
sectors of the economy would
be a prolonged and drawn out
process. But this would be a
disastrous strategy. To create
full employment and to plan
the economy it is necessary to
have control of industry and
finance from the beginning.

The ruling class and the
multinationals would take ad-
vantage of any delay to use
their continued control of the
economy to sabotage the ac-
tions of a left government.
Capital would flee the country;
an investment strike would take
place; the multinationals would
transfer production to other
‘safer’ countries; the building
societies and the banks would
refuse finance for investment.

More importantly, all these
forces would use any hint of
delay to launch a tremendous
counter-offensive to politically
de-stabilise the government and
try to overthrow it.

The only way to keep and
build mass popular support —
as Chile showed — would be to
make sure that gains for the
working class in terms of rising
living standards and more
equality were registered rapid-
ly. It would imply a strategy of
centring power in the hands of
the workers’ organisations.

The view that it’s the role of
the workers to take action and
the task of the Labour Party
simply to support them is a
classic repetition of the old in-
dustrial/political division that
has plagued the movement.

In other countries the
workers’ parties often organise
directly in the factories — why
not in Britain? Together with
the unions, the Labour Party
could set out a programme of
action to mobilise the move-
ment against the Tories.

Industrial action
to bring
down the Tories

Tony Benn argues force-
fully against industrial action
to bring down the Tories. He
says that it would amount to a
‘coup’ and that we have to rely
on persuasion and ‘mass sup-
port’. The implication is that
we should wait for the general
election in 1984.

Benn is settinf up a false
counterposition. If it were to
threaten the Tories, a wave of
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industrial strike action, poten-
tially leading to a general strike,
would involve hundreds of
thousands of workers. It would
have to draw in millions more
to be effective. Political ideas
would rapidly advance in such
a dynamic situation. This is
quite different from a ‘coup’
carried out by a small minority.

The Tories are now facing a
wave of almost unprecedented
unpopularity. They are hated
by millions upon millions of
workers, resulting in crushing
defeats in the county council
elections. They have no man-
date to carry on with the
destruction of British industry
and mass unemployment. They
have no mandate to rule.

Benn’s argument is effec-
tively that industrial action us-
ed for political ends challenges
the norms of the political game,
the rules of parliamentary
democracy. .

But he himself makes the
point that the ruling class does
not primarily rely. on parlia-

ment and elections. So why
should the workers abide by the
bosses’ rules?

In Tony Benn’s account,
the mobilisation of the workers
becomes subordinate to the
constitution — the ruling class’
state machine. Bitter ex-
perience, from Saltley to San-
tiago, has shown that the
workers have to rely on their
own organisation to carry out
socialist measures, be they in
the battle "against the Tories
now or in the implementation
of the laws of a socialist
government.

Unless such action were
taken, the ‘experience of of-
fice’ would create alienation,
confusion and disorganisation
in the workers’ movement and
give the initiative back to the
right wing.

Tony Benn’s arguments on
the state also have major
weaknesses. In the interview
Socialist Challenge pointed out
that any left government trying
to carry out socialist measures

]
Above: The battle of
Saltley Gate in the ‘72
miners’ strike —
‘Workers have to rely
on their own organis-
ation’; left: ‘The
movement has to be
given a lead’; below:
import controls in ac-
tion — American
workers wreck a
Japanese car; right:
Polaris — ‘There can
be no socialism in
alliance with im-
perialism’.

would inevitably face a show-
down with the existing state ap-
paratus.

Tony Benn says this means
the inevitability of violence,
and if he believed that he would
give up politics and ‘drill with a
rifle in the fields’. He counter-
poses ‘mass public support’ for
a ‘determined’ socialist govern-
ment. This scenario gets
everything upside down.

In Chile in 1973, the
Allende government undoubte-
dly had mass public support.
Just eight days before the coup,
a demonstration of 12 million
workers took place in Santiago
to support the government
against reaction. But despite
this mass support, the govern-
ment was easily overthrown by
the armed forces.

For revolutionary socialists,
the inevitability of a show-
down with the ruling class —
which, as Benn says, rules
directly through its control of

c

decisive institutions (army,
police, courts, monopolies) and
not just through parliament —
means that the workers must be
prepared beforehand for this
inevitable confrontation.

Tony Benn says he would
support industrial action to
restore democracy against a
military coup. But by then it
would be too late.

Preparing for a confronta-
tion means organising workers’
control of the factories right
from the beginning. It means
breaking up the police force,
the army, the courts, and the
civil service. If this is not done,
these institutions will obstruct
socialist advance every inch of
the way.

And it means organising the
workers to resist any attempted
coup, with force if necessary,
as an integral part of socialist

strategy.
A ‘decisive confrontation’
doesn’t necessarily  mean

massive violence. In'Brtain the
armed forces and police
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amount to a total of about
250,000 people. The working
class numbers million upon
million. No coup could be suc-
cessful if these millions were
mobilised to use industrial ac-
tion, huge street demonstra-
tions, and if necessary force (¢
stop it.

But none of thess {orms of
resistance could or would occur
if the working class 15 toid hvits
feadership that such things are
unlikely or impossible.

They can and will occur if
growing pubiic support for a

left-wing government is
translated into self-
organisation and mass

mobilisation. Without it, the
most massive public support is
sunk. The answer 15 to use niass
working class support to
mobilise for power and to
employ workers’ power to
throw back the resistance of
capital

Import controis

It is a useful step forward
that Benn rejects trade protec-
tion as a strategy for solving the
crisis. But there is an ambiguity
in what he says.

He argues rhat trade plann-
ing should be used to protect
nationalised  tnausiry. We
agree, provided it’s clear that
this means a siate monopoly of
foreign trade under a socialist
government i which  the
decisive sectors of industry are
nationalised under workers’
control.

1f he rejects import controls
under capitalism, fine. But he
should make this plain to the
trade union leaders, who quite
definitelv rely on an alliance
with the CBI and the bosses to
win import controls. Otherwise
the sliding over from one con-
ception of import controls to
another is opportunist.

We believe that the alter-
native to import gontrols is
work-sharing and a 35-hour
week now.

NATO and
nuclear weapons

Nothing in Tony Benn’s
argumentation is more illogical
than his position on nuclear
weapons and NATO.

If Britain were a ‘non-
nuclear’ member of NATO, we
would still be effectively under
the American nuclear um-
brella, just as Canada is. It
would be impossible to break
with the ‘American power
system’ if we were still in
NATO, whether we had
nuclear weapons or not.

There’s a major issue at
stake here.

NATO is an imperialist
alliance. There’s no question of
a joint alliance between a
socialist Britain and US im-
perialism’s international police
force. Even if for one moment
it were desirable to have an
alliance against the Soviet
Union, which it isn't, it would
be impossible to have it with a
force which is anti-socialist and
anti-working class in its whole
intention.

A socialist Britain could on-
iv survive by developing a
socialist internationa! policy,
which would have to include ini-
creased trade and a completely
new relationship with the
Soviet Union and East Europe.

If anything, NATO forces
would be used to threaten and
crush a socialist Britain. There
can be no socialism in alliance
with imperialism. There can be
no socialism which plots with
imperialism against the Soviet
Union.

We support the opposition
to Cruise and Trident, and the
demand for the withdrawal of
American bases. But we oppose
root and branch any idea of a
‘non-nuclear defence policy” if
this means an alliance with im-
perialism. A socialist defence
policy would be aimed against
imperialism.

Positive action
and abortion

We strongly disagree with
Tony Benn over positive action
and abortion.

He says that although he
supports party policy for free
abortion on demand, he is not
in favour of taking any action
against MPs who on an ‘impor-
tant issue of conscience’ vote
against it in parliament.

This is in contrast to the
view of the Campaign for
Labour Party Democracy,
which put forward the vote on
abortion as one of the key
issues for re-selection. We
stand for the view that abortion
is a class issue, one of fun-
damental democratic  rights
which all Labour MPs must
stand for.

in Italy the recent referen-
dum on abortion became a vital
test of strength between the
workers’ movement and right-
wing reaction. In Britain, any
equivocation in  the labour
movemen: c¢an only lead 1o
disastrous divisions through
which the united strength of the
movement can be dispersed.

Abortion  comes under
regular attack. Last time the
TUC led a huge demonstration
against the Corrie  anti-
abortion bili. The policy of the
labour movement should be to
defend and extend the ’67 Act
and fight for the necessary
resources and facilities that do,
genuinely, mean a woman’s
right to choose.

Benn hedges his support for
positive action with qualifica-
tions that there are, after all,

right-wing blacks and anti-
abortion women.

Obviously there are. But
that misses the point.

These sections of society are

structurally discriminated

against. Their coming to the
fore in the Labour Party will
express the radicalisation of
that party. More blacks and
women won’t mean a more
right-wing or anti-abortionist
party, but a more radical party.

ireland

The question of political
status for the hunger strikers
concentrates all the issues pos-
ed in the struggle in the north of
Ireland. But Tony Benn does
not back their demands.

Support for the hunger
strikers has demonstated to the
world the political nature of the
struggle, and that the Rep-
ublican inmates of Long Kesh
arc prisoners of an  army
fighting for national bberation.

The six-county Northern
Ireland state, created by British
imperialism, is rejected by a
large number of its citizens,
who want a united Ireland.
That much is evident from
Sands’ election and the voting
in the recent council elections.

The future of Ireland is thus
a question to be decided by the
Irish people themselves. The
British state has no right to im-
prison Irish freedom fighters,
to occupy any part of Ireland
with its troops, or to send in
troops from anywhere else, in-
cluding under United Nations
auspices.

The silence of the British
Labour left on the hunger
strike, and the open support of
the Tories by the Labour
leadership, is a major scandal
and disgrace.

It’s good thar Benn has
taken issue with the bi-partisan
policy of his party leadership.
His record is better than many.
But he still fudges the vital issue
of supporr for the key aspect of
the struggle going on in the
north of Ireland and the fun-
damental question of the right
of the lrish people t¢ decide
their own future.

March separa e!,.
strike together

While  Socialist  Challenge
agrees with some individual
points in Benn’s programme, it
is clear from what we have said
that overall we think that it is
wrong. Yet Benn’s campaign io
deputy leader of the Labour
Periy has the inestimable merit
of taking on the right wing, and
of organising a fight by the left
1o democratise the Labour Par-
ty and the trade unions.

This campaign creates ihe
bes: conditions jor debating
socialist policies and winning
the whole movement to then.

Ir the bartlz against the
right wing, against the agents of
capitaiisin in the movement,
we'll  stand  shoulder  to
shoulder with supporrers of
Tony Benn. But if we are (o go
beyond defeating the right
wing, towards socialism. we'll
need a very different strategy to
that of Tony Benn. Taken by
itself, his is not a strategy which
will defeat the Tories or put
socialism on the agenda.

We’il need the programme
of mass action and socialist
revolution. That’s why
Socialist Challenge will strike
together against the right wing
with Tony Benn, but march
separately under our own ban-
ner and programme.

Selling your
way to the
300thissue

MANY of Socialist Challenge’s readers
are strongly committed to the politics
that the paper stands for.

On the occasion of our 200th edition, we
want to encourage a!l of these supporters to
sell the paper, even if it is just a few copies.

At the moment, we sell around 6,000 papers a
week, including sales through shops and subscriptions.

While sales of the paper remain at this level, we
have to subsidise it through fundraising and donations.
As production costs continue to soar, we can expect
this subsidy to mount unless sales expand.

Supporters’ money that could go towards improv-
ing the paper has to be spent on simply keeping the
paper going at the present time.

Is it possible to keep sales expanding to the point
where we can do away with the need for a subsidy
altogether? We think the answer is Yes!

On numerous occasions, sellers have demonstrated
that there exists a much wider audience for Socialist .
Challenge than we are presently able to reach regularly. e

On the national CND demonstration last October; .
on the unemployment marches in Liverpool and
Glasgow, as well as on the People’s March, hundreds
of extra copies have been sold. :

It was the same story during the national sales day S
and the sales week organised earlier this year. =

Special features in Socialist Challenge have always
produced new buyers.

The 4-page Post Office workers’ supplement sold
over 200 copies at the POEU’s lobby of parliament.
Recent coverage of the hunger strikers’ campaign has
brought support to the paper from the Irish communi-
ty in this country — Brent sellers have sold as many as
70 copies in one evening in local Irish pubs.

We have to try and find ways of reaching this
number of new readers every week. One immediate
way to reach more readers is to have more people sell-
ing Socialist Challenge — in workplaces, the unions,
Labour Party wards, campaigns, and to friends.

If you want to make sure that Socialist Challenge
reaches its 300th edition, start selling the paper now!

Contact Yvonne at Socialist Challenge on 01-359
8189, or by post, to place a sale-or-return order, or for
details of your nearest supporters group.

SUBSCRIBE TO
SOCIALIST CHALLENGE

For new readers we are offering TEA ISSUES of
Socialist Challenge for the incredibly iow price of £2
(real vaiue £3.15!)

With 12 month subscriptions we are giving away a
FREE COPY of The British Economic Disaster by
Andraw Siyn and John Harrison, published by
Plute Fress (usual price £2.95).

Camptete the form below and rush vour order to:
Sociatist Chzllenge, PO Box 50, London N1 2XP,
Chegues and POs pavable to ‘Socialist Challenge’.

SPECIAL OFFER -

12 months: £14

plus free copy of The British Economic Disaster

6 months - £7

10 issues for £2 only.

Overseas: 12 menths — Surface mail & Europe air mail
£17.

Other air maii £24.

Delete as appropriate.
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By Sophia Silj

political, economic and

Three cabinet members
were among the plotters,
as well as 30 other mem-
bers of parliament. All are
said to belong to an ex-
clusive Masonic lodge,
Propaganda Due, or P-2,
the aim of which; accor-~
ding to the magistrates
who exposed the clique
was to ‘destroy the con-
stitutional order of the
country’.

Some British media ac-
counts of the scandal have
tried to suggest that P-2
was little more than a
mutual self-help society,
through which members of
the sect would assist the
careers of fellow-mem-
bers, something which
Masonic lodges through-
out the world specialise in.

Villa

But it is obvious that
much more was involved.
One indication is the type

Above, and opposite, the scene at
Bologna railway station after fascist
bombing

The g

By Davy Jones

IT'S not just in Italy and the USA that
the ruling class plots to hang on to
power and eliminate socialist op-
position. The past weeks have stark-
ly revealed how far the Spanish state
apparatus is riddled with right wing
sympathisers of the old Francoist
regime.

Following the unsuccessful attemp-
-=d military coup in February, led by
Lieutenant-Colonel Tejero, the far right
~ave multiplied their provocative ac-
-ions. The recent Barcelona bank siege
~as now been confirmed by the Spanish
Prime Minister as masterminded by ex-
reme right organisations.

Each member of the bank gang was
promised 5m pesos and a one-way ticket
:0 that haven of democracy, Argentina.
The gang’s job was to demand the release
of Tejero, and the publication of a com-
muniqué in two major newspapers.

More worrying was the attempted
government cover-up of the whole affair.
While hostages released from the bank
have claimed that the assailants were well
armed and spoke in military jargon, rein-
forcing the idea that they were members
of the infamous Civil Guard, the
Minister of the Interior originally
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of people who were mem-
bers of P-2. According to
papers seized from the
country villa of the lodge’s
‘grand  master’,  Licio
Gelii, these included
Justice . Minister, Adolfo
Sarti, Trade Minister,

reat Spanish
cover-up

asserted that they were ‘delinquent
elements with obscure motives’.
The government has also denied that

there were as many attackers as originally -

claimed, supporting the thesis that the
police may have ‘failed to capture’ cer-
tain mgmbers of the siege gang: the Civil
Guard members, perhaps?

Just as the government was trying to
put the lid on this right wing scandal
came a new revelation. A large tunnel
was found under the road -where a
military procession was to have taken

THE ruling ltalian coalition government was
forced to resign last week, amid revelations
of a secret conspiracy involving nearly a thou-
sand leading personalities in the country’s

military elites.

Enrico Mancha, and
Labour Minister, Franco
Froshi.

A host of high ranking
generals were also mem-
bers of P-2, including
General Rafaele Giudice,
former commander of
Guardia di Finanza, the
paramilitary force special-
ising in border control and
a.nti-smuggling opera-
tions.

Fled

Giudice was already in
prison for tax evasion
when the latest scandal
broke. His former Chief of
Staff, who had the mem-
bership number 482 in
P-2, has fled the country.

Among others named
as lodge members are the
head of the Defence Minis-

are said to have been in-
volved in P-2.

The outgoing govern-
ment is the 40th ltaly has
known since the war. The

try’s military  security reason for the rise and fail
organisation, the chief of of countless coalitions is
the Interior  Ministry’s  the refusal of the bour-
secret  intelligence and  geois parties to include the
security service, and Communists in govern-
General  Carol Dalla ment.

Chiesa, one of the top The Christian

Democrats by themselves
have 38 per cent of the
seats in parliament, and so
are forced, to maintain
themselves in power, to

generals in the Carabin-
leri, Italy’s prestigious
police force.

Altogether, about 20
officers of the Carabinieri

place last weekend, presided over by
none other tham King Carlos himself. Itis
clear that the tunnel wasn’t there to make

sure that someone got a good view of the
march past.

Needless to say, the conclusion from
these outrages drawn by Prime Minister
Calvo Sotelo is the need for stronger
anti-terrorist laws. These will be aimed
against ‘extremists’, and implemented -
by... the army, the police and the Civil
Guard, the very forces who lie behind the
latest intrigues and plots.

Masonic lodge, P2, was linked to fascist terrorists

look for allies among the
smaller and often even
more right wing parties.

The Socialists, led by
Bettino Craxi, are par-
ticularly right wing social
democrats, with the result
that they only have around
10 per cent of the seats in
parliament. The Com-
munists have 30 per cent.

It is the strength of the
Communist Party and the
prospect that eventually
they may be at least part-
ners in government, which
helps to explain the forma-
tion of groups such as P-2.

Although the Italian
CP has repeatedly watered
down its politics, the
military, economic and
political leaders of Italy
obviously feel in need of a
‘guarantee’ in the event of
their - interests  being
threatened by the
‘democratic process’.

The links that P-2 ap-
pear to have with Latin
American  right  wing
circles suggests that essen-
tially the organisation is in
the business of implemen-
ting a ‘Chile solution’ in
Italy, if or when the
bankers and generals feel
such a step is necessary.

Licio Ge
What has been exposed

in Italy is not some
harmless Masonic lodge
whose members indulge in
the peculiar rites
associated.  with  such
societies: what has been
revealed is a classical
capitalist conspiracy.
Several leading capital-
ists have already been ar-
rested for their member-
ship of this secret society.

Bank president Robert
Calvi is among them, as is
Carlo Bonomi, the head of
one of the largest invest-
ment companies in [taly.
Gelli, P-2’s boss, has in
the past given some indi-
cation of what his gang of
bandits and parasites were
up to. Two vears ago he
said: ‘lialy’s political par-
ties and institutions just do
not do their jobs, we need

good people to work
together to  straighten
things out.’

Control

The Milan magistrates
who exposed P-2 declared:
‘Gelli’s strategy has been
1o bring under his control
a large number of power-
ful and highly placed per-
sons and thus to break
down the separation
between political, ad-
ministrative, and military
and economic spheres ...
Gelli constructed a very
real state within a state.’

Gelli himself is wanted
on charges of spying for
the right wing junta of
Argentina, while his seized
documents suggest that
P-2 also has links with the
Saudi Arabian regime and
various right wing
organisations in Italy and
throughout the world.

In this context Gelli, in
a secret message to the

Italian Prime Minister,
Arnoldo Forlani, warned
that if the P-2 list of

members was made public
there would be ‘serious in-
ternational consequences’-
In the event, Forlani only
agreed to the publication
of the list when the mag-
istrates who discovered
it threatened to publish
with or without the Prime
Minister’s permission.
Forlani also resisted
offering the resignation of
his government, although
three of his ministers were
among the plotters, until
forced to do so when.the
Italian Socialist - Party,
who are partners in
Forlani’s Christian
Democrat-led  coalition,
withdrew their support.




By Tom Martin in New York City

IF YOU'RE a criminal then you have
certain rights. But if you're a ‘subver-
sive’ — forget it. That was the blunt
testimony of former FBI agent Arthur
Greene in court here on 15 May.

Greene had been called
as a trial witness by the
Socialist Workers Party
and Young  Socialist
Alliance, who are suing
the United States govern-
ment and its agencies for
$40m damages in compen-
sation for illegal acts
against them. The Trot-

skyists are also seeking an 1940, makes disclosure of government and who’s  Edward S Miller were par-
injunction to bar further membership lists com- not . . L doned by Reagan after be- b ‘ mwm
illegal government activity  pulsory for any organis- _The implications of ing convicted of illegal ’ %E%MM
against them. ation with international  this are staggering. Itisno  break-ins in the early NKE !
) affiliations; as a result, the  secret that only a quarter  1970s. . ~ FRIEND OF THE

Greene’s job was to  SWP does not pay dues to of the American electorate The official statement [D[N'[g SA
break into the YSA nat-  or cast decisive votes in the voted for Reagan. Polls pointed to ‘their good D OF MINET
ional and local offices in Fourth International, show less than 20 per cent  faith that their actions "

New York. In court he
openly admitted to carry-
ing out between 75 and 90
such ‘entries’ in the period
1960-66.

But then he ran into a
problem, because Judge
Thomas P Griesa insisted
on a little background in-
formation. Which
methods were considered
proper, and which im-
proper? Didn’t you need

ing to throw bombs,
organise kidnappings, em-
bark on sabotage or
similar activities?

Well, said Greene,
‘one of our highest objec-
tives was to establish
whether the SWP was in-
violation of the Voorhis
Act’. This Act, passed in

although it otherwise col-
laborates to the fullest
degree possible.

Eye

Greene’s story about
the Voorhis Act keeps
cropping up whenever
government agents take
the stand. And the judge
feels he’s being taken for a
ride. When FBI attorney

war with its peop

when he explained that the
FBI ‘wanted to . know
who’s on the side of this

support for Washington’s

. intervention in El
Salvador. And the latest
budget proposals, which
include cuts in retirement
benefit, are cutting into
Reagan’s limited support
further.

What is more, the op-
position to the administra-
tion is increasingly coming
out onto the streets. Every
demonstration, whether

tongue. Just days before
the SWP suit opened, FBI
agents W Mark Felt and

were necessary to preserve
the security interests of
our country. The
record demonstrates that
they acted not with
criminal intent, but in the
belief that they had grants
of authority reaching to
the highest levels of
government.’” Which is ex-
actly what the SWP/YSA
suit is all about.

search warrants bqfore Charles Mandigo took this its focus is El Salvador, Reagan’s statement ex-
breaking into  private line the previous day, nuclear power, the racist plains that ‘America was
premises? Judge Griesa could hardly ~ killings 'in Atlanta, the  ;¢warin 1972’. That is not

conceal his impatience: gqual }}lghtiATendmerLt, formally true: no such bill
Powe rs Nobody could ever e rail cutbacks, or the o4 ever passed Congress,

Green replied that, yes
when investigating crimi-
nal matters they were told
that a search warrant was
required. But he ‘didn’t
recall any such instruc-
tions’ in relation to
domestic  security. He
understood that the FBI’s
authority here came from
the executive powers of the
President, starting with
Roosevelt in the late 1930s.

This was pretty serious
stuff. So the judge asked
what evidence of illegal ac-
tivity had been un-
covered. Did the FBI find
that the SWP was plann-

contend that you would
have to have a 40-year-
long surveillance of the
SWP and YSA to establish
whether they violated the
Voorhis Act or the Foreign
Agents Registration Act.
It is quite clear that the
FBI didn’t have the
slightest interest in this
subject — they never pro-
secuted anyone.’

But if events in court
sometimes resemble high
farce, what lies behind
them is deadly serious.
Former FBI agent Greene
spelled out what the
government means by
‘subversive activities’

miners’ strike, becomes a
general outburst against
the way society is ordered
today.

Action

Even the union
burcaucrats are being forc-
ed to respond: the AFL-
ClO federation has just
announced a national
march against the budget
cuts, its first such action
since 1975.

All these people are
‘subversives’ according to
Greene’s definition. And
other developments con-
firm this was no slip of the

nor had the American peo-
ple voted to go to war. But
it is true in one important
sense: the  American
government was and is
waging war on the
democratic rights of its
people.

As opposition develops
to its policies the White
House is stepping up that
war. Today a new ex-
ecutive order — the same
kind of mandate the FBI
used for 40 years to spy on
the SWP — is being
drafted for the CIA. The
New York Times of 14
May revealed that one
source ‘believed the new
draft would permit the ex-
tension of covert actions
to be undertaken by the
agency within the United
States in some  cir-
cumstances’.

One possibility, accor-
ding to the paper ‘would
be the infiltration or
disruption of a political
group consisting mainly of
Americans but that is led
by foreign nationals, or a
group suspected of being
an ‘‘agent’” of a foreign
power. This could include
groups promoting ‘‘soli-
darity’” with or sympathy
for such foreign
movements as left-wing
guerrillas in El Salvador.’

Spying

who run this society, and it

is loval only to them
Every day the trial goes

on is an education in how
cap! class rules -

BigBrother’s
Dirty Tricks

ONE of the most riveting pieces
of testimony yet heard in the
trial was the deposition of John
O'Brien, formerly an agent with
the 113th Military Intelligence
Group in Evanston, lllinois, read
out in court on 14/15 May.

It shows the extraordinary
length to which the state agen-
cies will go to harass socialists,
including direct association with
far-right organisations like the
US Legion of Justice. Below is
an edited version of his court-
room statements.

We had an agreement with a
Chicago police officer who had
penetrated the YSA on behalf of the
Chicago Police Department, and we
would debrief this individual, with-
out the knowledge of his superiors
in the Chicago Police Department...
It's standard procedure, the more
you know about the individuals that
you're working against, the better
you can counteract their activities...

Based on information he cobtain-
ed, we were able to create a marital
situation or create a situation among
a married couple who were
members of the YSA that we even-
tually broke the marriage up and it
caused internal strife within the
organisation...

We precluded a YSA member
who was a high school student from
gaining entrance to the University of
lilinois. We contacted the Chief of

couid to assist the Unitad States
Army. And on one occasion, we
utilised them to disrupt, and another
occasion, we used them as body
guards. They rode their moturcycles
in Grant Park, with guns; dressed in
the ragular paraphernalia, Hell's
type thing...

casionaliy 1 would go on the

P
.
Fa

2.4
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street when a peaceful demonstra-
tion was taking place and I'd maxs¢
contact with the individuals witr
whom | was acquainted as a resulit
of our investigations and through
their files, and | would try to create a
situation of paranoia on the part of
_these individuals; normally they
were leaders within the organisa-
tions.

One of the methods | would use
is { would point out a member of
another organisation, and through
conversation, convince the leader of
one of these sponsoring organisa-
tions that the individual is an FBI
agent.

The idea was to parry one radical
against another, that's all, by mak-
ing one think the other one’s a
government agent. There were
always petitions passed around. Oc-
casionally I’d rip off some petitions.

These were already signed and
eventually got to me. And I'd fold
them up and stick them in my
pocket and walk away. I'd take it
back, copy the copy, and write a
report on it.

| disseminated it to other agen-
cies to see whether or not any of the
names were familiar to them, and if
they were, we’'d gather information
from these individuais and openup a
file, and then we’'d run credit
checks, employment checks, edu-
cation checks; add that person to
the list of people we would watch...

One incident | recall, involved a
member of the SWP. The Army had
determined that this individual had a

with paper...

They contained records from the
offices of the YSA. The men were
members of the Legion of Justice..

During the period from July 1985
to approximately March 1970, U'd say
aimost half of the work done by
Special Operations in Chicage con-
cerned the YSA o WP

P

e e coul Security of the University of Hllinois, .
harg{\l,c beplélfgfr:;. f;i? i Chicago Circie Campus, and we ad- very, very strong military back- )
BRI shetacle to achiev- vised him that an applicant to the ground in the 50s, __mc!udl_ng :
major costacie 0,‘“ university, was a member of the membership in a military ir- %
ng 1t is the SW P/Y,S“‘% Communist Party of the United teiligence unit, and we attempted to 1
suii. Others who had filed States, a member of the Young recruit that individual by saying we 5
legal challenges to the Sociaiist Alliance, a member of just would blow him as a government 5
government's spying about every organisation. | spy if he didn't come around and ¥
operations  have heen Anyway, that the individual was start working for us. , 3

boueht off with out-of- coming to 'the University of Illinois The result was that he was in fact E
5 solely for the purpose of becoming an FBI penetrant, so we iost our
court settlements, But not involved in student activist ac- base...
the Trotskyists. They are tivities... ! had seen them (the Legion of
fighting for an injunction We employed the use of a motor- Justice — eds) on the street many
which would declare all cycle gang, to break up a Hiroshima times observing demonstration ac-
such harassment illegal. Day march at Grant Park that ter- tivities in which the YSA was involv-
The US government, minated the speeches, through a ed. 1 became aware of a burglary
. this trial has show contact that one of the military in- that they were involved in concern-
as this 1n s shown, telligence agents had with 113th in ing the YSA...
tries to trick and cheat the that gang. He introduced him to me Late in the evening, the duty e
people of the United States and | attended one of the gang’'s agent advised us that there were g
on every possible occa- meetings in Arlington Heights. some people to see Filkins (O’Brien’s &
sion. It is the ‘executive They were extremely right-wing direct superior). And we went out E
branch’® of the wealthy few in their political proclivities, and and several individuals started B
A they offered to do anything they bringing in cardboard boxes filled -

You: have got no ightfs
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By Raghib Ahsan

WHEN blacks exploded in Bristol and Brixton,
there was joy and sympathy in the black com-
munities. The state, press and media could
not find a single puppet to disapprove of

these actions.

These events illustrated the anger and
frustrations of blacks, especially youth, in the
face of economic difficulties and the growing
racist harassment by the police and right

wing groups.
After the  Second
"\ orld War, large numbers
“‘mmigrants came to Bri-
= from the third world
- take the jobs that white
sorkers refused to take, as
~us  drivers, = ancillary
-+ 27y in hospitals, in the
- and lehmg in-

v parts of British
itke  Ford’s
~d Dagenham
“hirds of the
~ black. Black
minate the tex-

. the health

_ .o iransport,  and

o engineering  in-

’%ac:sm

T - racist views which
~eite British 50c1€ty
blacks in the
-_al 10bs, or left them
= av job at all, which is
-.rzavingly the situation
-~ voung blacks born in

country.

According to the 1976
‘ al and Economic
62 per

ng Report,
c:1 of black workers are
_~.onised compared to 48
- : 1t of white workers.
ks traditionally look
- :me organisations of the

labour movement, the
trade unions and the
Labour Party, as being ‘on
their side’ although there
is little to show for it.

In 1955, the TUC
elaborated its policy on
race which was used for
the next decade. It called
upen blacks to integrate
with whites.

Twenty years later,
following  the National
Front™c  electoral  suc-

s, the 1977 TUC con-
ores passed  another
esolation, ihis time
agalnst fascism.

As 3 result of struggles
iike the Grunwick and
Garner’s Steakhouse
sirikes in which  black
workers were central, the
TUC set up an equal op-
portunities committee
which devised a model
resolution on race to be in-
cluded in all agreements
with employers.

Unions

But according to one
black trade union leader,
‘This equal opportunity
clause is not worth the
piece of paper on which xt
is written,”

Cynthia Gordon,

Internal Surveillance.

London Immigration Action Group

Public meeting
Deportation

& repatriation
12 June 6.30

Friends House, Euston Rd, small hall
speakers
Nasira
Akhtar, Jaswinder Kaur, Philippino Domestics
Campaign, and Tony Bunyan of State Research on

Begum, Nasireen

R8¢

dr defence oo
R vee donations o
rienis of Nasirg Bes i,

Cynthia Gordon is West Indian and Nasira Begum
is Pakistani — they are both faced with depora-
tion. Support their campaigns to stay in this country.

Demonstrate for
Cynthia and Nasira
6 June Manchesier

Assemble 12.30 at the corner of Princess Rd
and Moss Lane East, Moss Side. For coaches
from London phone Satnam 01-485 6672.

i Vigil- 15 Tune, London, Nasira's appeal will be heard.
ible ipm at the High Court, Strand opposite the
ion Appeals Tribuna!l.

G Seeckport Ko,

LNy

1, §
Manchester 12 TCC, phone 061-225 111, g

“ide. Meanchester.,

tiie Gordon Action Group 14 Gradwe!l Walk,

Moss H
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The Transport and
General Workers Union,
the largest union in the
country, has only five or
six full-time black officers.
There are no blacks on its
elected general executive
council, and there will on-
ly be a handful of black
delegates out of 1,200 at its
biennial conference in
June.

The engineering union
doesn’t have any full-time
black officers and none on
its national committee —

all the posts are elected.
This pattern is generally
the same throughout the
trade unions.

The most significant
move to Overcome racism
in the unions has come
from the London division
of the public employees’
union, NUPE, which has
set up race relations com-
mittees with black ma-
jorities as part of a cam-
paign  which  involves
publishing a pamphlet on
race.

The crisis of British
capitalism is hitting blacks
hard, as marginal and
technologically backward
industries are eliminated
and cuts in the social ser-
vices take hold.

Midlands

In the West Midlands,
unemployment among
blacks has tripled in the
last year.

Birmetals, for exam-
ple, a well known foundry
works which employed a
large number of blacks has
closed all its plants except

one which 15 operating
with a reduced labour
force, concentrating prc

duction at a single modern
wlam :n Duh\

U lack ©i

cons eq em

nii-racism

Black workers
will he in the-:

forefront

Some industries, like LyonsTeIey have a majority of Asian workers

And the crisis is forcing
black women everywhere
to take up ‘home work’
which, according to one
estimate, pays on average
less than 20p an hour.

In earlier centuries, the
merchant and landowning
classes, supported by the

Lyons Tetlsy workes reet“ Peopl ‘s March in West London

churches and the courts
denied the humanity of
black people in order to

justify their enslavement,

Deport

Today the same torces
headed by Thatcher send
armed police into factories
to look for ‘illegal’ im-
migrants, try to deport
black women like Nasira
Begum, and turn a blind
eye to constant racist at-
tacks on blacks in the
streets or in their homes.

They try to make the
white worker blame the
black worker for the loss
of jobs.

In this they are aided
by the labour leaders who
see the British working
class as white and male
and don’t fight against
racist and divisive ideas.
views.

Black workers, by the
very nature of their double
oppression as blacks and
as workers will be in the
forefront of coming strug-
gles against this system.

Strike

T
e \xr“.m N

Increasingly, blacks
are taking action on a
variety of issues which af-
fect them as blacks and as
workers.

The Black People’s
Day of Action which was
supported by over 15,000
during a working day

showed the anger of black
people over the racist
murders of the 13 black
youth in Deptford and
about racist violence in
general.

There have been other
demonstrations  around
issues of immigration con-
trols. police harassment,
African liberation days
and solidarity actions with
struggles in their countries
of crigin.

Black workers have
joined with white workers
on the big demonstrations
against unemployment in
Liverpool and London.

The black movement is
in transition. Blacks, par-
ticularly the youth, are
breaking from the refor-
mist misleaders of their
community. They are re-
jecting the attempts of the
state, through its Councils

I won't

for Racial Equality to co-
opt and strangle the new

militancy.

So far, this new
militancy has not found a
political leadership

although components of it
are to be found in various
groups and campaigns.

The building of a black
movement that can pro-
vide answers to the
political issues that con-
front black people, lead
them in action and develop.
the fight against racism

and fascism will depend on
the industrial
black workers.

muscle of

As one black writer
said recently ‘consider the
effect of black workers
closing down London
Transport and key
hospitals every time the

racists attack black
people.’
It i< by linking the

struggles of the communi-
ty with the workplace as
well as with the labour
movement that such a
movement will be built. It
must be led by black
workers.

Socialist
Challenge

REVOILUTION.

industrial
Workers
Conference

London 27-8 June

Entry by ticket only from PO Box
50, London N12XP

The Socialist Chal-
lenge/Revolution in-
dustrial workers con-
ference will discuss
the role of black
workers, the fight

against racism and
how white workers
can solidarise with
their struggles.

This year's courses inctude:

Women's politics: A Century of War and Revolution: Debates
within Marxism: The Labour Party. Modern Writers: Mapping
for the State: Introduction to
he Mass Media: The Politics of
Black Liberation: Sexual Politics: The Anatomy of the
Revolutionary Left; Advanced Economics: Literature - Women
and Writing: The Fight for Socialism in Eastern Europe:
Imperialism and Revolution Todzy: !reland

the Missile Madness; Workin
Marxism; Classical Marxism;

mr ‘ur hef 'i&m

Bigger and
better!!

Seven days of
Ideas, Discussion

and Debate.

Book now to make

sure of your place at
the Socialist Worker
Student Organisation
annual summer i
school.




Abortion Rights

Dehating
our |

future

By Judith Arkwright
TONY Benn is quite right when
he says it's not enough to fight
the Tories and bring in Labour.
We should all demand to know:
Labour back to power for what?
We women would like to know
what Tony Benn thinks a future
Labour governmen' would do for
us.

ostablishh a

coohoose both in law

clear i [
womar s righ
and in practice.

The Labour Abortion Rights
Campaigzn is putting forward mo-
tions {our this year’s Labour Party
conference, which will begin to
commit the party to this alternative,
A Facilities Bill which would oblige

LARC: fighting to commi a Iabur govér ment to free abortions on the NHS

local health authorities to provide
abortion facilities is due to go before
parliament in this session.

The Campaign wants a future
Labour government to take over all
private abortion clinics and to pro-
vide all abortions free of charge on
the health service.

At a time when the decrease in
availability of NHS abortions is
pushing the cost for a private abor-
tion up to £200, this demand is vital.
LARC is also arguing for abortion

day care to be provided by law in all
areas of the country.

[f a doctor’s ‘conscience’ means
he or she would baulk at women ex-
ercising control over their own
body, they would be required by law
to refer women to a sympathetic
doctor.

Supporters of LARC also argue
that abortion should no longer be an
issue of conscience for MPs voting
in Parliament.

What right do they have to deter-
mine women’s lives? Like the rest of
the left in the Labour Party, LARC
wants a party which implements
policy passed by conference.

The first major discussion on
these issues within the party will be
taken at the Labour Women’s con-
ference on 14-16 June, where LARC
is holding a fringe meeting. An
emergerncy motion is to be put to the
conference demanding support tor a

hu]%e campaign around the Facilities
Bill.

The crucial question is how do
we fight to achieve its aims? If
LARC’s proposals are adopted by
the Labour Party conference it
would herald a massive campaign
that has to be launched throughout
the labour movement: in the trade
unions, in the women’s movement.
and out on the street,

The experience of the camrz i~
against the anti-abortion Corr:

showed us that this is where 1=z
tles are really fought and won

MPs should be picketed ‘¢z
street meetings held, and resolu-: -
of support for the Facilizies =
should be put to labour w2z
bodies. We need a campz o
will take us forward to o-
woman's right to choose ar -
trol our own lives.

National Abortion
Campaign

National
Conference

Saturday/Sunday
13/14 June
UMIST Students
Union, Manchester
Discussion on positive legislation contraception and in-
ternational situation
Details from: Manchester NAC, 9 Birch Hall Lane,
Longsight, Manchester 13 OXJ

Sorry,
we
don’t

ladies

employ

Ms A GUEST is taking a
complaint of sex dis-
crimination to the In-
dustrial Tribunal,
scheduled to be heard
on 3 June.

She had applied fora
van-driving job only to
be told the firm, Alpine
soft drinks, does not
employ ‘ladies’ as the
job involves lifting
heavy weights, dirty
work and working long
hours even at
Christmas.

They said it would be
physically difficult for
women, as the jumping
in and out of the van is
not suited to the female

build and the lifting
would cause back
strain.

This firm does not
seem to have heard of
the Sex Discrimination
Act which states that

women must not be
treated differently from
men when applying for
a job.

Claim

‘Obviously some
men and some women
are more capable of do-
ing this type of work,
but to categorise it into
male or female is
unlawful,” said Ann
Sedley, women'’s rights
officer for the National
Council for Civil Liber-
ties which is supporting
Ms Guest in her claim.

Ms Guest herself
points out that no one
— male or female —
should be asked to do a
job which causes
damage to health. ‘Ten

20th
June
Edinburgh

sponsor us with
£ Tenners Against the

Festival for Women’s Rights against
Tory attacks

years after the Sex
Discrimination Act was
passed, it's a scandal
that this case sort of

nuing.’

discrimination is conti-

The case

financed by the Equal
Opportunities Commis-

is being sion.

Scottish anti-nuclear
youth plan activities

By Doug Maclean

CAMPAIGN for Nuclear Disarmament
organisers are expecting 25,000 people
on the Faslane to Glasgow march this
weekend but some think it could be as
many as 40,000, such is the support that
CND has in Scotland.
See overleaf for ltinerary
The endorsement of unilateral disar-
mament by both the Scottish TUC and

Labour Party has contributed to the
build up.

CND branches are already planning
their campaign to get thousands to the
24 October demonstration in London —
beginning with Hiroshima week in early
August.

Published by

¢,

oFor anuclear-free Europe:
eJobs not bombs
oStop Trident

oNo Cruise missiles

CAMPAIGN FOR NUCLEAR DISARMAMENT
11 GOODWIN STREET LONDON N4-TELEPHONE 01 263 4954

The Silent Killers

IT NOW looks likely that
chemical weapons will stand
alongside Cruise missiles and
Pershing missiles as battlefield
weapons. These weapons are
like nuclear weapons, in-
struments of mass murder.
They aim to kill the maximum
number of people in the quickest
possible time without destroying

of armies. They are human insec-
tisides.

It is not difficult to imagine
how the increase in the number of
battlefield weapons — Cruise

bomb, and now chemical weapons
— at the generals’ disposal, in-
creases the likelihood of war.

The ability to wage ‘limited’

buildings or hindering the approach

missiles, ‘mini-nukes’, the Neutron

THE SILENT KILLERS

NEW DEVELOPME 4= BY DAVID BAYS
IN GAS AND GERM T
WEAPONS =

From a new CND pamphlet:
The Silent Killers — New

Several Young CND branch are
flourishing in Scotland. The strongest is
in Edinburgh with 50 youth coming to its
weekly meetings. The weekend of ac-

tion against the missiles planned for
27-28 June includes a march, a Rock
against the Missiles concert and a Scot-
tish YCND conference.

nuclear/chemical war now appears
to be NATO’s goal — but there is
no such thing as limited nuclear
war. All would be destroyed.

Developments in Gas and Germ

Weapons. By David Bays.

Available from CND, 11 Goodwin
- St, London N4.
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Our Fund Drive -

8 months on

N October we launched our most ambitious
Fund drive ever. We asked for £100,000 to buy
a centre for Socialist Challenge with a

modern
bookshop.

"% ¢ merged our regular
©nz fund into the
© %0 drive. This helps
our campaigns and
er. which relies on
rv  contributions.
ed local supporters
- -2 £20,000 of this
-: . znd sought £80,000
z.onal activities and

1y direct to our

-Lle

drive has been a
¢ o vour dedication
--= growth of social-

- .z~ jocal activity and
Z2: . nationally. Pro-
— 2. 27 285,000 next year
~_- _+ = reach of buying

Secured

-: -~azve we been
PR Z-) First of all
- . .z.ur2d the lease on
and com-
- o :2 .27 half our reno-
.- orogramme, in-
o .. i ziurity protec-

T .. 7o owith new
that’s

ing.

- .+ zguipment,
e £11,000.
Sl nk we can pur-
=< building for

1+« — of which we

2.7 s.oport a mortgage of

£40,000. So we

000 more, and

230w complete renova-
-- znd buy an office

JITDULer.

We've also put £7500

-* - e printshop: it needs

z- :2her £2000 to stabilise

We've brought out a

-: .+ and very popular edi-

- -~ of our theoretical

2 _rnal International at an

- 22zl cost of £800. It will

== ;oming out bimonthly

‘- now on.

Stock

Our major weakness is
-z nookshop. We’ve put
- 2300; but it needs at
:z:1 another £2000 for an
:zzguate range of stock to

printshop and a

well-stocked

- Tony Benn for Depu-
* ty — ‘The fastest sell-
ing badge on the
People’s March,
(Morning Star, 1
June). You too can
have a copy of this
hot property for just
20p (plus 11%p
postage}.
Give-away bulk
rates also available.
Write to: lIslington
Research Group, c/0
PO Box 50, London

R

N1 2XP. Hurry,
before stocks run
out!

run a proper socialist
education service for our
local activists.

Our fighting fund has
eaten up more of our
reserves than we expected.
Printing the paper alone
now costs us £350 more
each week than in October
— only partly offset by the
price increase. We’'ve
taken bold initiatives to
boost the fight against the

SOCIALIST CHALLENGE BANKER'S
ORDER FORM

Sorting Code........... 30-94-57 .

Amount to be paid..........

= rst Paymentdue...........

Signed....

...And on the same date
in the month thereafter.

2egistered as a newspaper with the Post Office.

2 _.tlished by Cardinal Enterprises, PO Box 50, London N1
=-ntad by East End Offset {TU) iLtd, London E2

Tories: we were the driving
force in both the Labour
Movement Conference
against the Missiles and
the Women’s Festival
against the Tories.

Placards

We’ve tried to ensure
that your paper and its
policies have a fighting
presence in mass unem-
ployment demonstrations
in Glasgow, Liverpool and
London — our 3S5-hour
week placards alone cost
us over £500.

In spite of having to
cut back on staffing at our
national centre, we’ve had
a full time organiser in
South Wales for a year,
and we’ve opened three
local offices and a new
bookshop in Birmingham.

But most important of
all we’ve tried to turn our
paper into a weapon for
socialism, able to reach
out to new left-wing forces
in the factories, the
Labour Party and the anti-
Cruise movement.

All  this has cost
money. We aimed to
spend £9000 in campaign-
ing expenses between Oc-
tober 1980 and July 1981.
The final bill will be nearer
£12,000, but thanks to you
we think we’ll cover it.

Cash

Our £100,000 fund will
stay open until March next
year. We need a minimum
of £12,000 — and it’sup to
you, our local supporters,
to make sure we get it.
Without it we’ll start to
lose all our hard-won
gains.

But we also need cash
for our campaigns and our
paper. In July we’ll be re-
opening the fighting fund.
In addition to our regular
subsidy, we want to ex-
pand{ We need at least one
more national and one
more local organiser.
We’re looking for a total
of £6000 extra every
quarter.

That’s why we’re ask-
ing you to think very
carefully about increasing
our income. You’ve put us
on the road to expansion
with  your donations,
whether 50p or £5000.
Why not keep us on the
road with a regular dona-
tion?

Extra

Our most consistent
supporters, in the IMG,
each give us between £5
and as much as £30 each
month. From them we’re
looking for an extra £1000
every month. But we're
also asking our many
thousands of independent
readers, to think about
their  contribution to
socialism. A fiver a month
from two hundred readers
— that’s all we need!

Why not see vour local
Socialist Challenge seller
and make an arrangement

-to hand over a regular

sum? Or better still, fill in
the standing order form
below and send it to us.
Keep our Challenge go-
ing with a fiver a month!

H BLOGK

PRISONERS
STANDIN |

IRISH
ELEGTIO

By Penny Duggan

THE issue of the H Block prisoners will
dominate this month’s elections in the south

of lreland. The National H Block Committee is
standing the four hunger strikers and five

constituency

Leaders of the major
political parties had hoped
this would be a normal
‘bread and butter’ issues
election. And Haughey,
long considered the most

National H Block Committee member
Doherty — challenging Haughey in his

tionalist politicians, is par-
ticularly vulnerable on the
prisoners’ issue. The H
Block candidates intend to
ensure that he gets a rough
ride throughout the elec-

other H Block and Armagh prisoners as can-

didates.

The prisoners will
mainly be contesting seats
in the border areas al-
though one is standing
against government Fo-
reign  Minister  Brian
Lenihan in Dublin West.
Other candidates will also
take up the prisoners’
cause. Neil Blaney’s In-
dependent Fianna Fail
Republican Party are
fielding candidates in the
border counties not
covered by the prisoners.

But it has been left to
the revolutionary organis-
ation People’s Democracy
to challenge Prime
Minister Haughey in his
North Central Dublin con-
stituency.

Talks

Vincent Doherty, a
prominent member of the
National H Block Com-
mittee and of PD in
Dublin will be standing
there. In Limerick another
PD member and promi-
nent labour movement ac-
tivist Joe Harrington is in-
tending to stand.

The platform of the
PD candidates challenges
the bankruptcy of the
bourgeois nationalists
over the prisoners, calling
for the expulsion of the

i ,/ ’w’ .
: A

&

Charles Haughey

British ambassador and
breaking off the Thatcher/
Haughey talks until the
prisoners’ issue is resolv-
ed. They will also be
challenging the economic
and social exploitation of
the working class.

PD are hoping for sup-
port from the local H
Block Action Groups on
the basis of their central
involvement in the prison-
ers’ campaign to date. Ber-
nadette McAliskey, who is
acting as press officer for
the prisoners’ campaign,
has already announced her
support for Doherty’s can-
didature.

g A R
yi':; /,t'j:“:fgi

P

nationalist of all na- tion.

—HELPUS —
CHALLENGE
HAUGHEY

By John McAnulty and Fergus O’Hare
The people of Belfast elected us as People’s
Democracy candidates because we stood for the 5
demands of the prisoners and focussed popular
opposition to the British government.

We stood four square against the quislings who
attacked the prisoners. We linked the hunger strike
to the whole issue of imperialist economic and
political domination of Ireland. We outlined a
strategy of mass action which alone can take the
struggle forward.

Now our comrades, Vincent and Joe, are stan-
ding in the Southern election and we will be active
in the campaign for prisoner candidates. Again we
plan to show the mass support that exists for the
pr;’soners and the niass resentment against British
rule.

To do this places a severe strain on our small
resources. We appeal to you to contribute (o our
election fund to ensure that a clear challenze is
made to Haughey at the polls.

Cheques to: People’s Democracy Election Fund
Pay 10: Bank of Irelund. Upper Ormonde Quay,
Dublin 1. Sorting code: 90 06 15 Accoun! no:
49147310.

Send to: 38 Clanawley Road, Killester Dublii 5.




