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INTERNATIONAL

THE NEWS on this page may be out of date by the time
you read it. Nevertheless it will still present a more
complete picture than the typically fawning Fleet

Street.

On this page we bring you an eyewitness report
phoned through from Tehran at the weekend;
RICHARD CARVER pieces together some of the
other events in this crisis week for the Pahlavi dynasty;
and, most importantly, you can read what progress is
being made to build the 17 December solidarity

demonstration.

Shah flees

toisland
retreat

EVERY layer of Tehran
society, from the court to the
street, is nearly certain that the
Shah will go in the next week or
50.

But if he manages 1o ride the
present crisis he will be
considerably strengthened, if
onlytemporarily.

The Shah himself is aware of
the fate which awaits him.
Sources in Tehran inform us
that he has joined his family on
the Gulfisland of Kish —asmall
rock covered with casinos,
luxury hotels and brothels,
which is an-apt symbol for the
Pahlavidynasty.

Tehran sources report that a
group of generals visited the
Shah last week to try to get him
to relinquish.power. Now there
are indications that a regency
council has been formed which
will take power in the next few
days.

SHIFT

Certainly something is afoot.

Ardeshir Zahedi, the ambassa- |

dor to Washington who is | ot gt
= -ty | the religious calendar of Shia

widely regarded as the go-
between for the Shah and
Carter, has returned to Tehran.

Some big policy shift is on the

cards. The last time Zahedi was |

in Tehran martial law was
declared!

Probably US imperialism has

by propping up this blood-
stained maniac. Better to give
ground now than lose the lot.

The reason the governmental
crisis continues, as shown by
our eyewitness account, is the
strength of the masses on the
street.

SLAUGHTER

The first salient factabout the
last few days, typically
supressed by the British press, is
that possibly thousands of
people have died in a slaughter
even bloodier than ‘Black
Friday’.

But the second is that the
fighting spirit of the demonstra-
tors is only getting fiercer. For
the first time there have been
exchanges of gunfire — in other
words the people are shooting
back.

A police officer died in one of
these clashes on Monday.
Barricades have gonme up in

| explains the masses’

"I\
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sections of Tehran, which is
moving to virtual civil war.
Part of the reason for the
determination of the opposition
is. the religious month of
mourning, Moharram.
Moharram is a crucial part of

Islam, which is dominant in
Iran. It is the commemoration
of the death of Imam Hussein,
the grandson of the prophet
Mohammed, at the hands of the
precursorsof the Suni Moslems.

' DEADLINE

decreed that it can no longer |
afford to jeopardise its interests |

In a religious ceremony
unlike anything else in- the
Moslem world, Shi'ites enact a

month of self-flagellation, chest |

beating, passion plays, and
latterly, scarcely = disguised
political demonstration.
Religious dedication partly
readiness

| to defy the military govern-

ment’s banon public manifesta-

tionsof Moharram.
But, more to the point, they
sense that their political

| objectiveis only days away; the
tenth day of Moharram (11 |

| co-ordination

December) is widely touted as
thedeadline for thedeparture of
the King of Kings.

The essential factor is the
between - all

| sectors of the opposition. As

| Western

indicated in our report from
Tehran — and contrary to the
press the oil
workers’ strike continues.

We also hear that power
workers are taking selective
strike action. When the troops

If you agree with these principles and want
to be involved in activities by Socialist
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At about 9pm last
night (I Decemben
large crowds of peo-
ple, wearing white shrouds,
started coming out onto the
streets in the poorer southern
districts of Tehran.

They began demonstrating,
shouting ‘Death to the Shah’.
The number of demonstrators

[
|

rapidly grew as they were joined |
by people who had gathered in |
mosques for ceremonies mark- |

ing the beginning of the month
of Moharram.

Truck loads of soldiers and
jeeps equipped with machine
guns rapidly appeared on the
scene. Army officers addressed
the crowd through loud-
speakers in an insulting way,
telling the peopleto ‘get lost and
go home or- else we’ll start
shooting’.

Thedemonstratorsrefused to
disperse and the soldiers began
firingintothecrowd. As soon as
people in other districts of
Tehran heard the sound of

gunfire they began coming out "

onto the streets and demonstra-
ting.

The demonstrations reached
their peak between 10-10.30pm
in Shahreza and Hedayat
Avenues. Demonstrations were
attacked by helicopter gunships
and many were killed.

The demonstrations contin-
ued until about 4am. Through-

out thistime automatic firecould |

beheard.

Once the demonstrations had |
subsided after 4am fire engines
were brought in to wash the
blood off the streets.

It is believed that at least
2-3,000 people were killed. One
of the reporters from Kayhan
saw an armoured car open fire
on demonstrators in Sarsabil,
killingmany.

The official casualty figures
broadcast onthe radio are seven
deaths and 35 injured, but
Kayhan reporters have counted
up to 800 bodies in the city
morgues, while many bodies are
believed to have been taken to
an unknown destination in
army trucks.

Early this morning people
started to come out onto the
streetsonce more. They have set

up barricades to prevent tanks
and army trucks moving
through thestreets.

At 10am the sound of gunfire
can be heard throughout the city
once again. In several parts of
the city people have begun

| religious processions in the

streetsin defiance of the martial
| lawauthorities.
Tehran and Shiraz refineries

| are on strike. There is a partial

strike in the southern oil fields.
A full strike is expected to start

today. Many shops, offices and | giowards have invited a speaker

allschools remainclosed.

10.30am: a large demon-
stration is taking place in Sa’adi
Avenue. Troops have opened
fire, killingmany.

11.30am: Tens of thousands | speaker to a Trades Council-

ofdemonstrators have gathered
in front of the main entrance of
the bazaar carrying placards
saying ‘Death’ to the Shah'.

They called on soldiers to join
them. As they approached
troop carriers an officer put
down his gun and greeted

the demonstraters.
He told his soldiers to
dothesame.

move into an area to attack
demonstrators after the curfew
the power workers simply pull
the plugs, allowing - their
comradestogetaway.

Ironically, * the regime’s
anti-strike laws have only |
stimulated the workers to more
imaginative actions. Workers
are generally obliged to clock
on, but they then work to rule or
implement elementary workers’
control.

LIST

The power workers’ action is
one such example. The many
workers who have held political
discussionsin company time are
another. And the oil workers’
decision that they would
determine who did and didn't
getfuel wasathird.

But the most explosive
example has been the bank
workers’, who drew up a list of
the 200-odd top official swho
were smuggling capital out of
thecountry.

The official inquiry set up to |
investigate the allegations will |
be a whitewash and nobody !

takes it seriously. The main
topic of conversation in Tehran

is rather who is on the list'issued !

by the workers.

SENTENCE

Top of the list is Hojabr
Yazdani who is responsible for
salting away some £40m. The
strange thing about his name
being on the list is that he is
supposed tobe already servinga
six month sentence . for
corruption — a case in which
Nassiri, the former head of
SAVAK,isimplicated.

It is the presence of so many
military names on the list which
most embarrasses the govern-
ment.

CODE

But most interesting of all are
the large sums of money
remoyed from the country
under a code name. The
workers, who know that the
culprit is the Shah himself, have
demanded that the Central
Bank releasethereal name.

Thecrucial factorat this stage

of the Iranian revolution will be
the impact of the mass
movement on the ranks of the
army. Discipline is beginning to
crumble.

Qur Tehran correspondent
reports how an officer greeted
demonstrations at the weekend.

| Another eyewitness tells of how

an officer broke down in tears

when his soldiers refused ‘to

disperse a picket of striking oil
workers.

SHOOTING

And we have heard that
shooting has been reported
from inside the major Saltanat
Abad army base in north-east
Tehran. That could mean a
number of things — but none of
them bodes well for the regime.

With the mass movement at
its present pitch the prospect of
an orderly stabilisation of a
pro-Western regime to succeed
the Shah looksdistant.

If the army collapses it will be
non-existent.

All out 17
December

A CAMPAIGN of meetings,
postering and badge selling is
sweeping. the country in
preparation for the 17
December Iranian solidarity
demonstration.

One of the biggest meetings
was a gathering of several
hundred in London on Monday

night.
But perhaps the biggest
breakthrough has been in

Liverpool, where the dock shop

from the Committee Against
Repression in Iran to address
their quarterly this Wednesday.

The dock shop stewards'
committee will also be sending a

sponsored public meeting on
Thursday [7.30, Red Star

| Social Club, 39 Shaw Street,

Liverpool 5],

There was another break-
through in Birmingham last
Saturday, when for the first
time supporters of the religious
opposition in Iran joined a
500-strong demonstration cal-
led by the Committee Against
Repressioninlran.

In Plymouth, where ‘Dr
Death’ Owen has his [marginal]
constituency, 150  people

- marched through the city centre

on Saturday to attack British
complicity with the Shah.

And, perhaps most impor-
tantly of all, CARI is in touch
with shop stewards at the
Vickers plant in Newcastle,
where they make the Chieftain
tanks which are propping up the
Shah.

Readers in those areas where

| there hasn’t yet been any action

should take the initiative: try to
invite CARI speakers to your
labour movement organisation,
for example. It doesn’t matter
that you won't be able to
arrange it till after Christmas—
solidarity will still be needed
then.

Get the new CARI badge to
sell, and posters for the demo
from Box 4, 182 Upper Street,
London N1.

DEMONSTRATE!
Sunday 17 December
1.30pm, Speakers Corner

Chur socialism will be infinitely more democratic than w

Britain todax, with full rights for all parties and .
2 do not take up arms against the socialist state. The Stalinist mod

suciglism’ in the USSR and Eastern Furope hasve discredited

in the eves of the millions of workers throughout the world. We are oppe
them and will offer full support to all those fighting for socialist democracy

Challenge supporters in your area, fill in
the form below and send it to us.

* | am intetested in more information
about activities in my area.

+ | would like additional literature and
enclose 50p to cover costs.

Capitalism is in crisis. The leaders of the Labour Party and the trades unions
offer solutions that 2re in the interesis, not of the workers, but of the capitalist
class
Socialist
revolulipnary

* To build ad-based class struggle tendencies in oppo:
class-collaborat m in the labour movement. These should be non-e
in character grouping together militants holding a wide range of political views.

* To begi fight for the creation of a unified and democratic revolutionary

socialist organisation which can, through an application of united front tactics,

begin to be seen as an alternative by thousands of workers engaged in struggles.
Such an organisation should be based on the understanding that:

3 The interests of mlrImFr\ and capitalists are irreconcilable on g wo I'|||
Challenge believes that the two vital tasks confronting ;
sis are:
unity will in the long run he dm-isi\c in deleating huth r||.
imperialist regimes in the West and the brutal dictatorships they sustainin Latin
America, Africa and
In Britain it implies dem.mdlng the-immediate withdras sl +i_Bfifishdroops

from Ireland and letting the Irish people determine their own luture,

[Delete if not applicable]
* NAME

o R R TR

The Communist Parties in E € ure in crivis.  Meithe
‘Euro-communist’ nor the pro w wings hase any meaninginl
strategy for the overthrow of the capitalist state. “ew revolutionar
socialist parties are more necessary than ever before. Conditions i
are more favourable than over the preceding three decades. But such part
only be built by rejecting sectarianism and seeing internal democracy not
luxury bul as a vital necessity. is - means the right 1o organise fuction
tendencies.

The struggle for socialism seeks to unite the fight of the workers against

the bosses with that of other oppressed layers of society — women,

black people, gay struggling for their liberation. This socialism can

only be achieved by creating new organs of power and defeating with all
necessary means the power of the capitalist state.

: Send to Socialist Challenge, 328/9 Upper
St, London N1,
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Unions lack strategy
in press shutdown

The proposals of Times Newspapers management have met almost
complete opposition from its ¥orkforce, but the shutdown of the
presses still finds the unions on the defensive. Leaders of a major
print union seek a compromise settlement, while a work-in remains
the best hope for a united struggle.

Work-in would meet
management’s challenge

By Geoffrey Sheridan,
Labour Staff

The shutdown at Times
Newspapers which began last
Thursday has had the beneficial
effect of concentrating minds,
such as those of the journalists
on The Times who on that day
unexpectedly voted 1o reject
management’s proposals.

So  brazen ‘has ‘been' the
management plan to lock out its
4,300 © employees until a
quarter of them agree to accept
redundancy, that it has not
found wholehearied support
evéen among its Fleet Street
neighbours

Editorials in the Guardian
and- Daily Mirror have
questioned the value of such a
confrontation.

But the virtual unanimity of
the unions at Times Newspapers
in opposing the plan has vet to
be matched by any agreement
on how to fight back. Indeed,
none of the unions involved has
so. far come up with a
counter-offensive.

For the past week a phoney
peace - has reigned, with
management s last-minule con-
cession of allowing its
printworkers 1o remain on pay
for a fortnight and other
employees 10 ‘work out’ their
normal periods of notice.

This policy has all the
hallmarks of divide-and-rule
tactics, and the largest union
involved, NATSOPA, has told
its members that they should

stayonuntil their various notice
periods expire, contributing
part of their pay to a lockout
fund.

Thedivisions that thisis likely
to create will be further
enhanced by NATSOPA’s
proposal to place locked out
clerical staff in temporary jobs
elsewherein Fleet Street.

The National Graphical
Association, whose members’
jobs are most directly

threatened by the introduction
of new technology, plans 1o
raisea £5 weekly levy from all its

Fleet Street members, and is
prepared to shut down all
Thomson's regional news-
papers.

But the union leadership has
made it clear that it is willing to
reach a compromise. While it
insists that only NGA members
should set copy, and not
journalists or clerical workers,
it accepts that this would still
mean alarge loss of jobs.

As Mr William Booroff, the
NGA London regional secre-
tary, explains: ‘Our members
areasing the new technology at
Mirror Group Newspapers,
where Reveille is already being
produced on the new equip-
ment, together with several
pages of the Daily Mirror.

‘This has meant a third
reduction in jobs in the
composing room. A substantial
loss of jobs isinvolved, but what
we want is progress in a phased
way."

A number of the Labour MPs

and union leaders who spoke at
the 2,500 strong rally held by
NATSOPA last week spelled
out the implications of micro-
electronics for both newspapers
and industry as a whole: the
devastationof jobs.

Yet the newspaper unions
have not raised the kind of
demands which can ensure that
technology improves workers’
lives — the 35 hour week, for
example, longer holidays, and

carlier retirement; not to
mention higher pay.
Much was said by the

speakersat the rally — beforethe
audience was sent off to lobby
MPs — about the lack of press
freedom and the absence of any
mass newspaper putting for-
ward labour movement views.

They did not, however,
advocate a work-in at The
Times, which would be the most
powerful means of confronting
the lockout, building support
forthe unions, and revealing the
bosses’ press freedom for what
iis.

All of Fleet Street will gain if
the printworkers’ chapels are
defeated at Times Newspapers.
Siopping their presses now and
producing a workers’ paper for
the duration of the lockout
would concentrate a great many
minds.

The all-out strike b
provincial journalists whic
began this week (see page 4)
emphasises that need — and
opportunity.

Unions produce alternative paper in
Canadian press strike

From our Foreign Staff

WITHIN 48 HOUKS of the
start of asirike ontwo Canadian

newspapers, the Vancouver
Express was launched —
published by the six unions
involved.

This was at the beginning of
last month, and since then the
new paper has been appearing
three times a week, with 38

pages and a print run of
110,000,
Despite attempts by the

Vancouver Board of Trade and
the Emplovers Council in
British Columbia to boycott the
paper, it has received lots of

commercial advertising.
Members of the Canadian
Newspaper Guild and the
Printing Pressmen's (sic) Union
walked out of the Vancouver
Sun and the Vancouver
Province — the largest daily
newspapersin British Columbia
— on | November, when
management attempted to
break contracts over staffing
levels.
Inordertohavea free hand to
sack printworkers as new
technology is introduced, the
company wants to rewrite the
contracts which determine the
number of printers required.
Management has offered

over a hundred printers $5,000
each 1o buy back the right 10
determine  work schedules.
Withinminutes of thesirike, the
fourother unions involved were
locked out.

The 1,400 press and
printworkers are now prepared
for a long Dbattle. The
publication of the Vancouver
Express is seen as a way of
winning public support and
helping to boost strike pay.

With no other newspaper
being published in Vancouver,
sales have been brisk, "and
management was obliged to buy
aquarier-page ad to publicise its
offer to the strikers!
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Loss of literary supplement
only slightly disturbing

From Francis Mulhern,
an editor of ‘New Left Review’

On the face of it, the Times
Literary Supplement is a review
of serious books. But if you
compare it with a formally
similar publication, such as the
New York Times Review of
Books, you see its real
character.

It’s an academic trade paper,
composed in the image of
those who write and read it.

Traditionally the TLS has
combined pure academicism
with frivolity. The books

reviewed are like so many
Himalayan peaks — climbed
simply because they're there,
andreadinthe same spirit.

The supplement’s former
policy of having all its articles
unsigned provided light relief
for its readers. In every
academic common room,
Friday was guessing game day
— ‘Who’s the bastard who
knifed my book?’

Under its present editor, John
Gross, certain changes have
occurred. The policy of
anonymity has been dropped,
and the paper is more

attractively designed.

It has also become politically
harder, shiftingtotheright.

Marxists are virtually un-
known on its pages, and recent
books by British Marxist writers
have been subjected to very
deliberate hatchet jobs. Chris-
topher Hill and Terry Eagleton
aretwocasesinpoint,

The loss of the TLS will
disturb  British  intellectuals
more than its contents ever did.
It has always been so dull and
conformist that it never
disturbed anyone.

THE FIRST (now late) Lord Thomson at the presses with the

newspaper he purchased in 1961. He described his stake in TV as a
licence to print money. The second Lord Thomson, who heads the
lockout, is riding high on oil. Profits this year will be more than

£100m.

NGA leader says ‘Let’s talk
about press freedom’

By George Jerrom
Executive member of the NGA
As told to our Labour Staff

‘The agreement at the Mirror
Group Newspapersis being held
up as magnificent, but while
there’s no compulsory redun-
dancy there the fact is we're
working new technology with
fewer jobs.

‘Times Newspapers is putling
a lot of money on the line to buy
out jobs — as much as
£20-30,000 to individual print-
workers. And those who are
being wooed don’t need much
wooing. They're aged over 60,
in the highest earnings bracket,
which means the redundancy
paymentsare very high.

“The class position should be
total job protection. If the
system is quicker, let’s have
more ~ free time. These
dimensions of the argument
have yet to be aired to any
degree.

‘If we said we want a
sufficient number of jobs for all
our needs — for all those in the
industry — then it would put a
stop to the fight over who does
fewer jobs and where the
demarcation lines should be.

‘There is a natural desire on
the part of the NGA leadership
to do a deal and compromise.
It's written in to the. union’s

rules, which say that officers
should aect-in a conciliatory
manne_r.

‘Wehavetolink theindustrial
with the political. When
management says the confron-
tation is about freedom and
democracy, we should say:
*“Yes, itis. Let'stalk about press
freedom”’.

‘We have to break the
economic stranglehold that the
present owners have over the
press, with their = papers
subsidised by big business
through advertising. It allows
the Sun to publish 32 pages and
sell for 7p, while the left’s
papers are a lot more expensive
thanthat.

‘We need some kind of
government intervention that
will allow left and community
papers Lo be competitive on the
newsstands. « The  Labour
Party’s proposals for a national
printing corporation are help-
ful. Such a national facility
would open the way to
municipal presses. If books are
available on the rates through

libraries, why not local
publishing facilities?
‘It doesn’t look at the

moment as if we're taking any
initiatives at Times News-
papers. Perhaps the battle lines
will show themselves at a later
stage.’ -

Journalists on
throw off fear

By Jake Ecclestone

NUJ father of thechapel at *The
Times’

As told to our Labour Staff

‘I was absolutely ecstatic at
the decision of the chapel to
reject management’s proposals,
by 142 to 92. It gave many
members of the chapel the
tremendous realisation that at
last they’ve thrown off the fear
oftheunknown.

‘The debate at the meeting
last Thursday went on for three
hours, and in a curious way
most people realised that in the
last resort they would not be
saved by pursuing their own
narrow self-interest.

‘The chapel for the first time
has rejected management’s
blandishments; that this time we
won’t take the money and run.

‘The vote was to maintain
NUJ policy, whichis that we will
not take NGA jobs unless they
agree 1o give them up: and to
reach pay parity with the
journalists onthe Sunday Times
by July 1980,

‘I think  management’s
deferment of sending workers
out the door is not a concession
but part of their overall strategy
— a careful public relations

‘The Times’
of unknown

campaign. But the unions will
be encouraged because it looks
likemanagement is backing off.

‘If they now offer to
completely withdraw the threat
to sack journalists it will put us
in a difficult position, because
we've argued that journalists
are no different from anyone
else. Wegel the same treatment.

‘To be frank, I'm not sure
what an offensive strategy
would be at this stage. The level
of co-operation between the
unions at TUC level is abysmal
and there still isn’t enough
co-operation inside  Times
Newspapers, although it is
growing.

‘People who never did talk to
eachother havestarted to do se.
Journalists who used to be
snotty about talking to other
staff now realise they’re just as
expendable. It’s been a very
educative experience.

‘Provided the NGA keeps its
nerve | don’t think that
management will win. They are
hung up on the American
experience of a big confron-
tation with the unions in order
tobring in new technology.

“The unions in Britain won’t
stand for it. Management will
getabloodynose’.

Shutdown is
industrial
vandalism

From Dennis Potter, TV critic
of the ‘Sunday Times'.

I don’t want to work for that
management again. It's only a
small, individual gesture, which
will cost me a great deal, but
now they have closed the papers
I will never go back.

The management is beha-
vingabominably.

‘If the problem of British
industry is to move from one
kind of technology to another,
and if management attempts to
do that by confrontation, then
they are putting machines
before people and amplifying
every fear of the unions,
especially thecraft unions.

I don’t assume thal
technological change is unnece-

ssary, but the way Times
Newspapers is behaving is
antique and stupid. It’s

industrial vandalism.

With all their *editorials
pontificating to British indus-
try, their present response
shows that they are more
capable of preaching than with
dealing with an industrially
complex problem.

I'm disappointed that the
journalists on the Sunday Times
have accepted management’s
proposals. 1t would have cost
them nothing to have rejected
them.

Untilthelockout it may have
seemed that the unions were in
thewrong. Now it will be clearer
who the villains are. 1f the NGA
sticks it out and if people
support them, many more will
begin to see what management
hasdone.

Management
wants '
‘secretarial
dogsbodies’

From JeanSargeant,
Researcher to the
Times’ Travel Editor

‘Sunday

Management first made their
lockout threat in April and then
at the end of Oclober supplied
my union, NATSOPA, with 22
detailed documents to negoti-
ate. It was only thee days before
the 30 November shutdown that
we  were informed of our
proposed wage structure.

Many of the proposals are
incredible. The document on
our duties says it applies to:
‘secrelaries, research assistants,
and copy typists — hereinafter
referred to as secrelaries’.
That’s characteristic of the tone
of thedocument.

It gives management unpre-
cedented rights over our time.
When we take meal breaks
would be at their discretion.
They want short notice shift
changes, so that they could tell
us on a Friday that we have to
comeinon Saturday.

And just aboul anyone in
NATSOPA Clerical could be
asked to do anything, including
making the tea, of course.
They’velisted over 30 job tasks,
and then said they reserve the
right toadd tothelist.

In other words, we're
supposed to be all-purpose
dogsbodies.

The leadership of my chapel
has handled the issue well,
encouraging full discussion at
every stage, and there hasbeena
closing of ranks in NATSOPA
between the clerical and
machine sections.

But there needs to be unity
between the unions. We should
be facing management with a
common strategy, and take this
opportunity to open up the
whole  question of press
ownershipandcontrol,

It"sadiscussion that’s needed
throughout the labour move-
ment.
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Gamers day of action, 8 December

‘We'llkeep fighting
weve got no choic

CATERING workers at Garners have been on strike
for over ten months. Standing on the picket line in
Central London is never much fun — it’s boring, and
you’re subjected to harassment and abuse from
prospective customers and from the police.

With the second winter of the strike now setting in,
the strikers face one of their worst enemies — the cold.

Cyril Margolis, Garner’s boss, is depending on the
freezing temperatures to kill the strike, but the strikers
who spoke to MICK GOSLING and JUDE
WOODWARD are determined not to givein.

Zahir Haq, treasurer and
secretary of the Garners strike
committee, talked about how it
felt 1o be on strike after nearly a
year.

‘Although the pickets are
determined to carry on, they are
a little bit baffled by the
situation’, heexplained.

“We see il as an elementary
right of the worker to be in a
trade union, and they are
surprised that employers like
Margolis can get away with it.

“It”s scarcely believable. The
other thing’, he added, ‘is that
weexpected moresupport. [f we
could just have five or six
pickets on each restaurant over
lunchtime the strike would be
over.'

STONEWALL

The main problem of the
strikers has been maintaining
moralein the face of determined
stone-walling by Margolis, and

| General Workers.

The strikers each receive £6 a
week strike pay, and it's quite
simply notenough. *We spend it
just on transport getling in 1o

| picket’, Hagsaid.

VOLUNTARY

The TGWU says that it is
bound by its constitution and
cannot pay more. Nor can it
institute a compulsory levy on
the branches.

This may be true, but the

' union can strongly advise its

with little back up from the |

union — the Transport &

branches to take a voluntary
levy for the strikers, which
requires more than the routine
circulars that have been put out.
out.

Two branches are taking a
voluntary levy, the 616 branch
and one of the building
branches. This would be done in
a many more branches, if
the union leadership made its
point stronglyenough.

The strikers have sent
speakers along to the branches,

greal

y

| usuallygetting a good response. |

Scene from the last Garners solidarity demo

and organised meetings

A 5p a head levy from the
biggest and best organised
branches — at Ford, in the
docks—could boost the strikers

| payand finance other members
| of the union to take time off
work and help on the pickets.

Despite the lack of support,
35 of the 84 Garners workers

| who walked out are still actively

involvedinthestrike.

Some of the problems of the
strike stem from the nature of
the catering industry. Workers
at Trust House Forte and at
Metropolitan Hotels fought
hard for union recognition —
and lost.

Haq pointed out that the

| catering industry is growing,

not declining. ‘Growing, we

| of catering workers, who are

mainly immigrants.
‘The industry is one of the

| most low-paid areas. And it's

not just the pay — the hours
people work are unsocial hours.
They have no time for family or
sociallife. They are slave hours.

Haq continued: ‘It is hard to

| organisethem, as many come to
this country on a work permit |

believe, due to the exploitation |

to call an all-out strike.

£ Local journalists lobby last Friday's NEC meeting, which decided

basis which- means they can be
sent out of the country if they
losetheir job.

‘Often they don’t have trade
union experience, British law is
completely new to them, and
languageis a big problem; often
'IhL‘_\ cannol even \'(‘TT]TIN!I'IIICS.IC
witheach other.’

Although trade at the
Haymarket branch is down to
less than 20 per cent of normal
turnover, Margolis seems to be

holding out. He has offered
more to the scabs, but he has
refused to discuss recognition.

Some of the strikers cannot
help feeling that Margolis must
be getting help from outside.
There are powerful anti-union
interestsin the catering industry
who are very concerned that the
Garners strikers do not win — it
could be just the tip of the
iceberg.

Muhammed Mahboob, on
the picket line at- Haymarket,
wasn’t happy with the TGWU’s

attitudetothestrike.
‘The officials made an
arrangement with the police

that the pickets would be limited
tosixoneachrestaufant, and we
weren't even told’, Mahboob
said.

*And the police aren’t on our

NUJ demands £20rise

side. We 1ried 1o serve a
summons against one of the
directors who attacked a picket,
and rhey said they wouldn't do
it. Then we got a summons from
the same director saying we had
attacked him.’

Margolis’s wife received £25
for assault last month, for
hitting one of the pickets in the
eve, which is now permanently
damaged. Mahboob was fined
£25 and bound over for a year
for “threatening behaviour’.

PARTIALITY

The courts and the police
have displayed their usual
partiality. Mahboob told us:
‘There was one 15-year-old
black youth coming down here,
and the police said they would
do him for “‘sus’’ if he hung
around.

‘The boy had a letter from his
mother, who also used to come
down, saying that she knew that
waswhere hewas.’

A day of action has been
called for Friday 8 December,
when all Garners' steak houses
will be picketed. .

Militants in London shoul
make it a priority — not simply
because another defeat like
Grunwick would be a tragedy,
but because both these battles
for union recognition reflect a
fundamentalaspect of racismin
Britain: that the lowest paid
jobs are reserved for blacks.

PICKETING

Itis not surprising, therefore,
if black people in Britain judge
the workers’ movement by its
support or otherwise for strikers
like Garners.

The pickets believe that with
adequate picket lines each day
thestrikecould be won.

The Transport Union has
always COI}lp!elcl}' opposed
mass picketing, but particular-
ly during the Christmas period
this could be the way to take the
strike forward by stepping up
the pressure on Margolis.

* On 8 December turn up at the
Haymarket restaurant between
12 and 3pm and from 5.30pm
onwards,

All-out journalists strike

onprovincial papers

FOR THE FIRST time in its history, the National
Union of Journalists has called out on strike its 9,000
members working on provincial and local newspapers.

The dispute, for a £20 increase, promises to leave
much of Britain with only the national press — what’s

left of it, thatis.

JEANGRAY, secretary of Journalists Charter, told
Socialist Challenge how this battle against low pay is

shapingup.

The NUJ executive voted 14
to 7 to call out all provincial and
local journalists from the
beginning of this week. It was a
surprising decision.

Sanctions have been in
operation in most offices since
10 November and in a number
of areas journalists felt they
could do more damage to
production being on the inside
than going out to a picket line.

But the weakness of the
argument that we should simply
maintain sanctions was that its
advocates provided no strategy
for actually winning our claim
for a £20 pay increase,
amounting to 20-30 per cent.

LUCRATIVE

What's more, management
has kept completely silent.
There have been no new offers,
and my guess is that with the
lucrative pre-Christmas issues,
which are fat with advertising,
they were hoping to hold on
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until this periodis over.

What helped to persuade our
union executive to suppori an
all-out  strike were  the
journalists on half a dozen local
papers in London who had
already taken to the picket lines,
including my own, the Camden
Journal.

'LOBBYING

A hundred of us lobbying the
execulive also  helped to
concentrate their minds, and

. there was an unexpected speech

| years

from John Bailey, the NUJ
treasurer.

He said that he’d been
coming along to execulive
meetings for 15 years, and for 15
he'd heard the same
arguments against a strike on
the local and provincial papers.

“It’s time to end this seandal
oflow pay,’ Bailey argued.

The minimum senior rate at
present is £60.92 a week, which
is all that many long-serving

journalists receive. The offer
from the employersis9 per cent,
which amounts to £2-3 before
tax.

Qur concern now is to stop
scab papers being brought out,
The executive has instructed the
journalists at the Press
Association tostop work, which
would freeze the copy that goes
into newspaper offices on the
teleprinters.

But editors can still bring out
many paperssingle handed, and
in a number of offices they can

‘outside interference’ on their
pickets, even from other
NUJ members, so we have to

i explain that we need all the help
| weeanget.

PAPER

Journalists Charter has just

| produced a 4-page paper on the

depend on scabs in the Institute | A : !
to say we're a special case. This

of Journalists.

Much will depend on support
from the printworkers, which is
why solidarity with the NGA —
whose members are directly
affected at The Times — is so
important.

Strike pay is a problem, and a
lot of our time will be taken up
with fundraising. We might
receive £10 a week from the
NUJ, but that’s only if an
interst-freeloan canbe obtained
from anotherunion.

COMMITTEE

In Londonwe wil be picketing
the main printing centres, the
distributors, and wholesalers,
and an action committee has
been set up to build the strike.
Hopefully this will be done
elsewhere.

Journalists often don't like

background to the strike, and
will be organising local
meetings.

The employers, whose offer
breaks the 5 per cent, want us to
gowiththem to the Government

is a load of rubbish. There are
many others as appallingly paid
as us.

Itwould bea very good idea if
all those with claims against the

| Spercentcould gettogetherona

local basis to co-ordinate
propaganda and activity, as
Hackney Trades Council has

done with its pay actlion
committee.
With such a  general

shutdownin the press, it’sworth
considering the possibility of
producing an alternative news-
paperto back allthestruggles.

Donations and offers of help
to: Newspaper Society Action
Committee, NUJ, 314 Gray's
Inn Road, London WCI. Tel
01-2787916.

Photo: G.M. COOKSON [Socialist Challenge|




Bakers and the police

Striking along the Mersey

THETWO chief characteristics of the bakers’ strike are
the militant determination of the workers and
increasing use of the police to smash picket lines.

TONY MEEHAN reports from Merseyside, which
offers one of the best examples of police intimidation
and how itis being successfully resisted.

Two hundred bakers at the
Long Lane Mother's Pride
factory in Aintree have been out
from the beginning. They have
won support from the drivers,
members of the United Road
Transport Union, who have
agreed not to cross the picket
line.

But the management has
encouraged scabbing by offer-
ing commission of one week’s
pay if the drivers take out just
twotraysdaily.

The bread has been baked by
management themselves, and so
far they’ve managed to get two
van loads out courtesy of a
massive police escort. The
bigger the picket laid on, the
bigger theescort.

EXAGGERATE

But management have tried
to exaggerate the impact of the
scabbing. Along with Sunblest,
they have been transporting
bread from Scotland at
considerableexpense.

They hope that bread
appearing in the shops with
Sunblest and Mother’s Pride
wrappers will demoralise the
strikers.

They haven’t succeeded. At
the Scott’s Sunblest-producing
bakery in Netherton, the 600
strikers arecompletely solid.

Regular mass meetings have
involved the workers in the
running of the strike. As one
picket putit: *Scott’s has always
been 100 per cent solid but the
way the strike's been run has
made it 101 per cent solid!’

OPPORTUNITY

The mass meetings have
provided the opportunity for
reports back on the latest

developments. Collections have
beentakentohelp finance flying
pickets.

Merseyside bakers have been
as far afield as Chester,
Warrington, Colwyn Bay,
Manchester, and even Cardiff.

The militancy has won
support from the local labour
movement. Dockers have
started to boycoit grain and
flour lorries.

Transport & General Work-
ers Union flour lorry drivers
haveioleavethe depots to avoid
being sacked, but they are

refusing to cross picket lines.
They'vealsoreceived support

T st o s e b

from the General & Municipal |
Workers, the - International |
Food Union, and the shop-
workers’ union, USDAW. A |
mass meeting of striking social
workers last Friday took a|
collection for the bakers. |
Liverpool Trades Council has |
distributed collection sheets,

NALGO strike spreads

Social workers reject pay deal

SOCIALWORKERSin 12local authorities are now on
strikein their battle forsalary regrading.
Last Friday, social workersin Cheshire and Islington

were called out by their union, NALGO,

to join

colleagues who have been out for four months.

Theescalation follows an unprecedented climbdown
by our union leadership, reports PETE CRESWELL,
secretary of the Liverpool strike committee.

NALGO'’s national policy is
to abolish the national social
workers’ salary scale and allow
local negotiations. This deci-
sion was taken after it had
become clear that the national

scale was artificially holding
downwages.
Despite this, NALGO’s

leaders, headed by Mike Blick,
entered negotiations with the
employers on 25 October with
the aim of improving the
national scale rather than
gettingrid ofit.

LUDICROUS

The outcome of these talks
was a ludicrous 5-level pay
scheme which was rejected by
social workers across the

country.

At the crucial meeting on 29

November, Blick found that 11

| of NALGO’s 12 districts had

| rejected the deal. He also found

| that 1,500 social workers from

all over the country had turned
uptolobby the meeting.

| ALTERNATIVE

The leadership had no
alternative but to throw out the
deal. So they are now proposing
to call a special group meeting

— a conference of all local |
government branches — in laie |

January, to try and force
acceptance of the offer.

They’re also making noises
| about reducing strike pay.

{ NALGO, it should be noted, is |

| supposed to be one of the richest

NOT content with undemocratically ousting the:
left-wing executive committee of the civil service union, |
the CPSA, the ‘moderates’

in the union now seem

determined to sabotage the re-election campaign.
The methods they haveresorted toin order to prevent
the left getting its views across to the membership

amount to straightforward censorship, as JUDE
WOODWARD explains.

The whole executive was
removed from office after an
enquiry into the elections at the
union’s national conference last
May.

A technicality meant that the
election of CP member Pete
Coltman to one of the
vice-presidencies was declared

void.

| also declared void — even
|ih0ugh Coltman was qu1te

| prepared to waive his rights in |

As he had not gone forward |
for election to the executive, on |
the grounds that he had already |
| been elected vice-president, the |

election of the whole NEC was !

PICKETS at the Scott’s Sunblest haer_v in Netherton have faced poli} harassment.

but hasn’t yet mobilised for
mass picketing. ‘This is going to
have to change’, as one picket
said, ‘so that we can sew
Merseysideup.’

The strength of militancy has
meant that local management

have tried to divide of f the most |
| militant strikers by settling their

claim locally or firm by firm.

DIVISIVE

This has already happened at
Rathbone’s in Wigan. Here the
union leadership has not
followed the old adage of ‘one
out, all out’, and has given
permission fora return to work.

SOCIAL workers lobbying NALGO HQ to stop a sell out

unionsin Europe. |
This climbdown comes after |
the most concerted demon- |
stration of rank and file power |
in NALGO’s history. Social- |
workers have refused to be |
ordered around by the official |
‘strike operations committee’
which does not contain a single
social worker. |
Instead we have formed our

this matter.

The whole affair came about
as a result of pressure from
well-known right-winger Kate
Losinska, who was beaten by
Coltmanin the vice-presidential
election.

THREATS

She threatened legal action if
steps were not taken, and union
president Len Lever finally
bowed to her threats. The
sacked members of the NEC
have now  begun = their
re-election campaign, deciding
to let the membership judge
rather than try to take the issue

own standing conference of
strike committees. It is this
group which organised the
lobby last week, and over the
past months has organised
lobbies, pickets, and even an
occupation of NALGO’s HQin
anattempt tostopasell-out.
Thestage is now set for along

| and bitter continuation of the
dispute. The local employers !

tothecourts.

But  there was more
to come from the full-
time officials. Viv Lacey,

one of the ousted executive
members, has not

In the document distributed
to all union members, Viv’s
name appears with a statement
that her manifesto was not
published ‘on legal advice’ —
because 17 out of 472 words
wereallegedly libellous.

OUTRAGEOUS *

However, a libel lawyer
acting on Viv's behalf waived

had her |
election manifesto published. |

will be hanging on until next
month in the hope that we will
then be forced to accept the
national deal.

We are equally determined,
however, and social workers
will be taking action to force the
union to strengthen the strike.
We want the strike spread to
other districts.

CPSA elections— manifesto axed

his right to fees because he
considered the alleged reasons
for cenmsoring her manifesto
Wwereso outrageous.

CHALLENGE

But Viv's manifesto is still
being circulated to large
numbers of the membership.
Broadside, the journal of the
CPSA Broad Left, has
published itin full.

And the left members of the
NEC have publicly challenged
any members of Kate
Losinska's moderate group to
debatetheissuesin front of their
branch.
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PHIL GILLAT

THE elghteen month old fight 7

for union membership at E
Sanderson’s fork-ift truck = =
plant in Lincolnshire came to 5 2
a victorious end last weekend. 3

Sandersons agreed fo recog- s
nise the Transport Union and &

reinstate all the s[rih'ng =
workers.
The strike began when o

Sanderson sacked Phil Gillat 2
for attempting to recruit to thc s
UI’]I()I’I

After his sacking, 43 ulher B8
workers walked out. They ha\.rf.-E
been picketing the plant ever
since.

The strike has been won
through the determination of
the strikers to break through,
and by the support from other
Transport Union members.

Supplies of engines to the
plant were boycotted by the
union and the firm was
prevented from having stands at
the commercial vehicle and
agricultural shows.

Now Sanderson has agreed in
principle to give the TGWU
bargaining rights. He will also
take back all the strikers,
including Phil Gillat.

Students
censure
executive

JUST a week before their
ordinary conference, sindents
met last week to discuss
student union financing and
aulonomy.

What lies at the reol of this
discussion? PAMELA
HOLMES reports.

The basic question is whether
student unions should remain
independent of the state and of
the institutions of higher
education.

The Departmeni of Educa-
tion & Science proposals which
jeopardise this have been
rejected by virtually all sectors
of thestudent movement.

So the NUS executive look on
the job, and have produced
what has been named the
‘elusive’ compromise. It puts
forward a different structure
but contains the same inbuilt
attack on the autonomy of local
student unions.

Not only were their proposals
rejected at last weekend’s
conference, but the executive
was censured for failing to carry
out its mandate from the NUS
conference last Easter.

Its commitment to student
union aulonomy is such that it
failed to draw up an autonomy
charter, to organise a speaking
tour to explain the issue, and to
initiate an autonomy campaign.

The basis for a campaign for
autonomy must start with a
strategy 1o eradicate the
anomalies of the present system
that prevent unions acting
independently of the siate and
itsinstitutions.

The confusion sown by the
executive needs to be overcome
if the student movement is to
tackle the issues up for
discussion this weekend.
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BRIEFS

‘IMMIGRATION LAWS —
What They Are and How to
Fight Them’ is the topic of a
day school this Saturday (9
December) organised by the
Campaign Against the Immi-
gration Laws (CAIL). It’s from
10.30am to Spm at the Institute
of Education, Bedford Way,
London WCI1. Admission £1
(50p non-earners). Phone Colin
on 01-226 0571 for details.

THE Gay Socialist conference
on ‘Homosexuality and Power’
on 25-26 November, attended
by about 200 people, saw much
discussion on the need to
re-examine and re-evaluate the
ideas of the gay liberation
movement. A newsletter is
being launched to continue this
discussion — if you would like
a copy, write (with a donation
if possible) to: Dai, 16 Newton
House, Union St., London
SEIL.

SINCEthe ANLwasfounded no
NF meeting of importance has
gone unchallenged in Devon
and Cornwall. Most recently 60
supparters from Plymouth,
Exeter and Exmouth picketed
an NF meeting in a bingo hall in
the Devonport area of
Plymouth addressed by NF
leader Andrew Fontaine. Since
then there has also been a mass
leafleting of the bingo hall to
try 1o stop it from being let to
the NF again.

THE latest issue of CARF, the
anti-racist, anti-fascist paper, is
now out. It includes an
important editorial on the
present state of the movement
plus articles on  police
harassment and immigration
controls, BASH, the East End,
a run-down on recent fascist
attacks, and lots of local
reports. Price 15p plus 8p p&p
from CARF, Box 35, 182
Upper Street, London NI1.

A BENEFIT for the Hackney
and Tower Hamlets Defence
Committee and the Defence
Campaign for those arrested in
the defence of Brick Lane takes
place this Saturday 9
December) from 8pm fo
midnight at St Hildas, Club
Row, London F2 (off Bethnal
Green Road near the top of
Brick Lane). Belt and Braces
are performing and admission
is £1. Food and bar available.

THE occupation of Hounslow
Hospital ended on 28
November after failing to
achieve its aims of winning the
immediate  re-opening of
Hounslow as a community
hospital, But in a statement the
occupation committee noted
that this could not be won
without a greater development
of an anti-cuts movement. The
occupation was an important
symbol in aiding this, but the
committee  feels that its
continuation now serves no
purpose in the absence of a firm
date for re-opening from the
Area Health Authority

every day, noon to 3pm and 5.30 to 11

5p per word. Display £2 per column
inch. Deadline: 3pm Saturday before
publication. Paymen! in advance.

DEMONSTRATION against the Naz
British Movement on Sat 12 at 11am in
Mold, North Wales, by Daniel Owen
statue. Organised by Merseyside ANL.

PICKET GARNERS: Main pickets
pm at 399 Oxford St., London W1
(opp. Seliridges); 243 Oxiord St
(Oxford Circus); 40-41 Haymarkel. 56
Whitcombe St. (Leicester Sg.). Mass
picket every Saturday at noon, 399
Oxford St. Donations urgently needed
as strike pay is only £6. All donations
to Garners Strike Fund, ¢/o TGWU,
fm B4, 12-13 Henrietta St., London
WC2, 01-2401056.

NORTH LONDON ANL. David Volpe
leads a discusson on fighting Fascism
inHackney inthe 30sand its lessons for
today. Stamtord Hill Library, 8pm on |
Tues12Dec ;

‘FIGHT RACISM' T-shirts. Good
nality white cotton with red design.
Jap sleeve or regular short slesve.
Medium or large (sizesare on the small
side, if in doubt order a large). £1.50
from our offices, or £1.75 inc. p&p. !

ANL trade union conference

Chance missed

to debate issues

LAST WEEKEND’S Anti Nazi League trade union
conference attracted 511 delegates from union
branches, stewards committees, 29 national union
executives, and a number of workplace ANL branches.

RICH PALSER reports.

Welcoming the delegates in
theconferencehallat the TUC’s
Congress House was Bill Keys,
chairperson of the TUC equal
rights committee and leading
spokesperson for the General
Council on racism.

Other speakers on
platform included Terry Mars-

land of the Tobacco Workers |

Union, who warned of the

threat to women’s rights which |

the fascists represent — in
particular the right to choose
whether to havean abortion.

The united message coming
out of the conference was ‘build
the ANL in the workplaces and
ontheshop floor’. The presence
of Bill Keys and other union
leaders can help to make that
task easier.

But beneath the apparent
agreement were many unspoken

Call fo

BY AVYOTEof52to 34, the Anti
Nazi League leadership suc-
ceeded in defeating the call fora
conference at the ANI
‘Working Council’ on 26
November.

COLIN TALBOT explains
why thisisasetback.

Only a few minutes at the end
of a four-hour meeting were set

the |

differences. The question *build
the ANL inthe workplaces to do
what?’ wasnever debated.
There are many different
ways and means of organising 1o
stop the NF. Bill Keys put

| forward one — strengthen the

aside for discussing the many |
resolutions put forward to the |

meeting by rank-and-file ANL
groups. The rest of the time was
largely taken up with exhorta-
tions for ‘moreof thesame’.

Major reports were given on
‘Football Against the Nazis’
and the Rock Against Racism
Roadshow. Both of these are
obviously excellent ways of
taking the campaign into new
areas, but the emphasis on them
meant that some presenl
political problems weren't dealt
with.

Discussion on workplace
activities and the trade union
conference also failed to
grapple with the political
debates which are being raised
by anti-Nazi activity in the
unions.

And the report on *Work in

IT 1S with deep regret and sadness that
socialists in Nottingham announce the
tragic death of their comrade Mick
Moran. Mick died suddenly and
unexpectedly on 2% November after
beingadmittedtohospital only sixdays
betore

Mick will be particularly remembered
forhistireless work arcund the strike at
Stantoniron worksone year ago, for his
energetic opposition to racism and
tascism. his honesty. warmth and
devotiontothecauseofhisclass

Hewill begreatiy missed by his many
friends and comrades o! all poiitical
views in Nottingham. We offer our
sincere condolences to hisfamily.

DESIGNER required to work
Socialist Challenge/F| Litho. Must be
palitically committed. Knowledge of
printing and production techniques,

| especially platemaking, an advantage.

Apply in writing to Fl Litho, 328/9
Upper St, Londen N1 or ring 01-359
B8288.

SOCIALIST CHALLENGE now has a
stock of attractive hessian bags with
two designs; in black, fight racism; in
red, women's liberation symbol. Cast:
£1 from our offices or £1.25 by mail
(inciuding p&p}
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Race Relations Act, implement
the Public Order Act, and if this
is insufficient change it so that
the police do more 1o protect
black people against fascist
violence.

Reg Williams, vice-president
of the civil servants’ CPSA,
explained that a campaign had
been launched to persuade
union members to remove
fascists from posts as union
branch secretaries. Others, we
think mistakenly, have argued
for banning members of fascist
organisations from union
membership.

the Asian Communities’ hardly
touched on the political issues
which arose afterthe Brick Lane
events.

Themajor criticisms raised at
thecouncil were that the League
is failing either to mobilise
adequately against the Nazis
themselves or to take up the
anti-racist issues which have
been posed by the successes of
the ANL.

VIOLENT

With the fascists turning to
more openly violent and
intimidatory  policies,  the
ANL’s attitude towards self-

| defence against fascist violence

isaburningissue, :
A1 the same time, sections of
the ANL like Teachers Against

| the Nazis are already beginning

to confront the issues of racism
on which the Nazis breed. Yet
the ANL leadership stubbornly
refuses to allow these issues to
comeoutintheopen.

The ANL s failure to provide
for adequate defence of Brick
Lane during Carnival 2
symbolises for many militants,
inside and outside the ANL, its

WOMEN and ireland are holding a slide
show and discussion — Women in the
lrish Struggle — at Centreprise,
Kingsland High Rd, (Nr Dalston
Junction BRstation)at7.30pm, Thurs 7
Dec, :

SHIT-throwers benefit — John and
Yana were fined £100 with £101.50
costs gach after throwing horse shit
intothe Houseof Commons last July to
publicise conditions in H-Block,
Caxton House, Holloway Rd. London

Bar, Disco, Belt and Braces Band. 8pm
til late on 22 December. Adm: £} (60p
wageless)

COMRADE from an African country
(political refugee) desperately needs
own room to rent in London. Contact

Richard Carver at SC. 01-35% 8180
(oftice. hours and Sundays) of Jon
01-986 4045 (evenings)

MANCHESTER Revolution showing
new anti-racist film, Divide and Rule —
Never! Sat 9 Dec, 3pm, Mosside
Peoples- Centre, Mon 11 Dec,
lunchtime. South Trafford FE College.

§

MANCHESTER S5A: Divide and Rule |

— Never! Mon 11 Dec, 7pm,
Manchester Poly, foliowed by
discussion.

SPARTICIST League public meeting.
Workers must rule lran! Down with the
Shah! Down with the Mullahs! Wed 13
Dec, 7.30pm, at Co-op Hall, 129 Seve
Sisters Rd, London N7 ;

Which policy should ANL
workplace branches organise
around? And how should the
ANL organise to confront
racism within theunions?

These issues could not be
debated at the conference
because no amendments were
allowed to the declaration put
forward for wvoting. ANL
leaders Ernie Roberts, Peter
Hain and Paul Holborow all
justified this practice, which all
of them have opposed at other
conferences.

Paul Holborow argued that
the prime thing was unity in
action, and that meant building
workplace ANL branches. But
unity in action around what
objectives? Only the fullest
involvement in democratically
deciding the objectives and
methods of that action can

1979 Anti-Racist Anti-Fascist Anti-Nazi Calendar. 13 stunning
poster-size prints — 17ins by 24ins — on historical, international,

and contemporary anti-fa:

st and anti-racist themes.

Get yours now. £1.50 [plus 36p p&p]. Ten or more copies, £1
post free. Rush your order to: SC Calendars, PO Box 50, London

NI 2XP.Cheques to ‘“The Week’

ensureaunited movement.

Ernie Roberts argued that we
must not split the movement.
But proposals which would
havethiseffect can only be dealt
with by arguing against them,
not by suppressing them.

It is equally true that some
may walk out of the ANL if they
do not agree with a majority
decision. But it is far more
difficult for them to do so when
the 50,000 paid-up members of

K. i BE7K

the ANL have democratically
decided policy by majority vote.

Many speakers took up the
campaign by the press to isolate
the ANL, pointing to ‘famous
people’ who have recently left.
The best defence against these
attacksisto be ableto show that
it is the membership which
decides policy, while the two or
three ‘notables’ singled out by
the press represent only
themselves.

CHRISTMAS shoppers in the Islington district of North London were treated to a 500 strong
anti-fascist, anti-racist demonsiration last Saturday. The march was in protest against fasc
violence and the presence of the National Front in Islington's Chapel Market.

weaknesses.

These have to be brought out
into the open and resolved in a
democratic fashion, otherwise
they will fast become festering
sores. And for the hundreds of
thousands the ANL has
galvanised against the fascists,

MIDLAND RED Theatre Co. are looking
for new members. We are a part
time/unsubsidised collective touring
Socialistand Feminist playsaround the
West Midlands. Experience of theatre
work is -not essential though
commitment is! Contact us ¢c/o 17a
Carlyle Rd. Edgbaston, Birmingham
16

ISLINGTON Women's Voice Group
present tha film Salt of the Earth at the
Cinema, North London Poly, Holloway
Rd, London N7 on Mon 11 Dec at 8pm.
Adm: 75p (50p wagaiess)

SOCIALIST translators needed for
material in Spanish and Portuguese
from the Latin American left. Please
contact: LAF, PO Box 50, London N1.

EDINBURGH Revolutionary Commu-
nist Group. First in a series on monthly
public meetings. Which way forward
for Communists? Edinburgh Trades
Council, Picardy Place, Wed 13 Dec.
7.30pm

FASCISM and Sexuality: a Big Flame

day school. Sessionson: Marxism and |

psychoanalysis, women in  Nazi
Germany, masculinity and fascism,
women and the NF. Workshops,
Creche. 9 Dec, 10am—4pm, at
Birmingham University Union

| THIRD

that would bea disaster.

For the black communities it
would also be a disaster,
removing the only united mass
opposition to the Nazi goon
squads.

Every ANL group, every
TAN, SCAN, SKAN and FAN

ICAR MEETINGS are every two weeks:
27 Nov, 11 Dec, 8 Jan, at 374 Grays Inn
Rd., WC1, 7.30pm.

international meeting of
International Campaign for Abortion
Rights — Paris, 9 Dec. Contact ICAR,
c/o 374 Grays Inn Rd.. WC1

THE NATIONAL ABORTICN
CAMPAIGN needs a naw office worker
to coordinate the campaign’s work, run
the office, organise activities, demos,
etc. Office  experience useful,
commitment to women's liberation
essential. Hours 10-5 with some
evening and weekend meetings. Salary
approx £160 per month after tax,
Please apply in writing giving previous
work and other experience to: NAC, 30
Camden Rd, London NW1.

FEMINIST Review Christmas Bizarre.
Sat 9 Dec, 1tam—4pm, Drill -Hall,

Chenies St, Londen WC1. To raise
funds far Feminist Review: a new sell-
financing journai. Events include:
jumble and nearly new, agit prop, book
stalls, home made food, crafts, tilm
show, auction (12 noon), things for
kids. special appearance of Mother
Christmas, Action Space health food
cafe. Adm: 20p (5p wageless,
accompanied kids free).

should demand that the Steering
Commitiee organise a national
conference for the spring to
debate out these issues, elect a
democratic  leadership, and
ensure that the ANL goes into
the coming general election
united and prepared.

RCG public meeting. The Waorking
Class, the Crisisand the State.
Speakers: 5. Palmer and P. Newman,
Tues 12 Dec, 7.30pm, Conway Hall,
RedLionSquare, London WC1,

HACKNEY Committee Against Racism
and Tower Hamlets Movement Against
Racism and Fascism joint benefit. Sat 9
Dec, Bpm. Bell and Braces Band and
disco. £1 at 5t. Hilda's East, Club Row,
London E1. {off Bethnal Green Road,
nearthetopendof Brick Lane).

ANGOLA discussion meetings. Fri 8
Dec: The politics of the MPLA. Fri 15
Dec: Angola's Foreign Policy. At: The
Mozambique, Angola and Guine
Information Tentre. 34 Percy St,
London W1 (01-636 7108) 7.30pm.
Adm:50pinc. light refreshments.

NAC film benefit on 10 Dec at 3pm.

Scala Cinema, Tottenham St. Shirin's
Wadding — an excellent lilm about the
two-fold oppression of a  Turkish
woman, as an immigrant worker in
Germany and as a woman forced to turn
1o prostitution. Plus: Home Movie
(short) — home movies of growing up
and coming out as a lesbian. £1.60
{£1.10 wageless). Further details from

NAC:-01-2780153

Photo: G.M. COOKSON |Socialist Challenge]




CHINA

THETEXT we publish below was first published in the official youth
publication of the People's Republic of China, China Y outh, some
weeks ago. A slightly modified version was reprinted in the Peoy
Daily on 13 November. This is its first publication in an English-
language periodicalin the Wes.

Wehave been forced. for reasons of space. to delete a few sections.
We must stress, however, that these excisions in no way change the
character of the article. h

The importance of this text lies in the fact that it reveals the severe
contradictions now erupting in the People's Republic. They reflect
the undemocratic and bureaucratic character of the regime: the total
lack of any institutionalised links between the state paris
apparatuses and the masses; the difficulties created by this absence
tor the bureaucracy in running a country of 800 million are obvious.

These problems are not new. They have existed in China since
1949. There have been periodic efforts to grapple with them. The
‘Hundred Flowers” campaign in the Fifties and the ‘Cultural
Revolution’ in the Sixties both represented attempts to involve the
masses, albeit in a manipulative fashion and essentially in order to
use the weight of mass mobilisations in order to resolve debates
within theapparatus.

This clearly involved dangers. The mass movements could get out
of hand. In both the above campaigns an independent dynamic did
develop. It was stifled by the party bureaucracy in the Fifties and
crushed by the army backed by the party in the Sixties.

Nonetheless the verv fact that 2 number of partv leaders and. in
particular, Mao himself were ready to use the masses indicates two
facts. First that the relationship between the party and the masses in
post-revolutionary China was not exactly the same as that of Stalin
and the Russian masses; secondly, a constant appeal to the masses
meant amuch higher degree of primitive politicisation than existed in
Stalinist or Brezhnevite Russia today.

Itis in this overall context that we have to view the current debate.
Wehave many disagreement with the dorument. In particular it fails
to explicitly call for the right of other political tendencies and parties
or independent trade unions to exist in China. But it nonetheless
reflects serious divisions emerging within the apparatus. For it was
not crafted on to a wall poster in central Peking, but appeared in an
official journal of the party. These divisions are not unrelated to
mass pressures as revealed by the recent wall-poster campaign.

The decision last week of the Chinese leaders to trv and halt the
wall-poster campaign and clamp down on criticisms of Mao and Hua
is the clearest indication yet that they fear a revival of mass politics in
the country as a whole. Whether or not they will be able to stop the
campaign forsocialist democracy is an open guestion. If it spreads to
the provinces it could re-open many of the wounds inflicted on the
party apparatus during the Sixties.

N

TURMOIL

democracy
into full

jplay

Fditorial Board.

| 36,000,000 people put off guard and . &
I | made prisoners without resistance by | 4
L three well-dressed swindlers?’ (Selec-

p.608).

In other words: the viewpoint that |
advances and setbacks in history can |
all be attributed to or blamed on
individuals cannot stand up.

History cannot have occurred in
vain. We have paid a high price but

hyisitnecessary today to put

forth the issue of bringing

democracy into play and
consolidating thelegal system? People
often consider: has the Chinese
Communist Party not led the people in
overthrowing the three great
mountains of imperialism, feudalism | learned what we didn’t know before.
and bureaucratic capitalism and in | Wehavecomeio understand: the gang
establishing the People’s Republic? of four’s emergence in the land of

|
ted Works of Marx and Engels, Vol.1, ’
|

and
Li Yin-Ho

Has our democratic revolution not
been  successful? Have  great
achievements not been made in our
socialist revolution and construction?
Is it not clearly understood that
people’s democracy exists under the
socialist system?

Thedisaster created by Lin Piao and
the gang of four has made people think
once again. With feelings of deep
suffering, the people cannot help but
reflect: how could the gang of four
have run amok in such a way over the
past several years? Why were the
Chinese people tolerant of them?

They were obviously the most
wicked criminals in Chinese history as
they frenziedly damaged inner-Party
democracy and people’s democracy,
vehemently trampled upon the legal
system, wantonly persecuted revo-
lutionary cadres and people, and led
socialist China onto the path of a
counter-revolutionary comeback.

However, although the gang of four
and their followers seized surprisingly
great power, there were only a handful
of them. Why couldn’t the hundreds
of millions of our people have exposed
and overthrown them in time to
prevent such a disaster and safeguard
therevolutionary fruits of our decades
of bloody sacrifice?

Speaking of the counter-revolu-
tionary coup d’etat of Louis
Bonaparte, Marx said: ‘What the
French people have said is not
convincing: That their nation suffered
a sneak attack...Why was a nation of

China had deep social and political |
roots and was a product of history. |

The incompleteness of our laws, the
imperfection of our legal system and
the absence of reliable organisations
and systems to safeguard socialist

democracy gave Lin Piao and the gang |

of four opportunities to exploit.

When the democratic means-of the
Party and people were seriously
weakened and undermined, the small
number of careerists and conspirators
who had come into power were able to
dowhatever theyliked. They donneda
‘left’ revolutionary cloak, waved the
signboards of the Communist Party
and thedictatorship of the proletariat,
and fooled and incited some of the
masses, particularly naive young
people.

The vast numbers of Communist
Party members and the masses of
people at first did not consider and
could not possibly have acted to
exercise supervision over them; later,
they were powerless to stop them and
were without the. legal means to
sanction them,

This was an extremely deep, painful
lesson which history taught us. The
revolutionary people cannot help but
remember this lesson and seize the
weapons of democracy and the legal
system. The people’s will and rights
should be protected by the
Constitution, laws and judicial
departments; to carry out this protec-
tion and prevent it from being under-
mined we must rely on struggle.

Only when the masses of people can
truly make the final decisions on state
affairs and really control their own
destiny will our nation no longer need
to worry — like children who cannot
support themselves — that they might
become orphans with no one to turn to
because their fathers and elder

|

brothers have left.

When that time comes, the
proletarian political power of our
country will really be mature and
consolidated.

Stimulation of the Chinese people's
tremendous enthusiasm and creative
spirit in carrying out the general task

for the new period and building a

powerful and modern socialist
country this is of pressing
significance in discussing the issues of
democracy and the legal system today.

Thisisthetide, the will of the people
and an important sign of the new
period of Chinese revolution.

The fight for Socialist Democracy

Contined on next page
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any centuries of autocratic
rule caused the labouring
peopletoloseeven their right
toliveas human beings and forget their
own wisdom, talents and confidence.
They dared not believe in their own
strength butaske dmrheiptmm God’
and attributed to God's name all the
good, great and noble things which
were really human.
Bourgeois scholars of the age of
alightenment were the first to

disseminate democratic ideas, but it
was the subsequent proletarian
revolutionary movement and its

soretical manifestations that really
epresenteds the labouring pmpk >
dum\m[u interesits.

Lenin pointed out: it is not
its own vital interests but al

interests of social de\eluw asa
whole that the proletariay :

the most radical, most tHoroughgong
wing of the bourgeoif W
revolution and has fing

direct leadership in thﬁw 10
overthrow feudal, dumgslm

According to the
development, demc
necessary stage and p
achieving the emancipati
kind. To .be sure, onlye
revolution can really brin
people’s democracy.

Socialist democracy is nq.-i]lus_ion.
Nor is it people’s goodwillsSitsi
objective requirement ofiifies¢
economic base.

Marxsaid: ‘Ec
\\orkers b\ those who m

forms of

poverty,

political | ~ (Collected
Works of "ﬂ‘l.‘“ Elgeh VDLlG
p.15). ;

The }
working class
people and common possession
of the means of production form the
foundation of socialist democracy.
The workers® real ownu;h:p
economic field calls for co

democratic rightSinthe
The proletariat’
“that the superst
to the economi
achieve fully soc
Conversely, in pl
no democracy, isn
look for the econom
where people’s de
innameonly,isn’
ownership in t
name only toods
Lack of denu
field inevitably
production a
and hinders
development §
This has been
The idea
embodies the |§
history is mal
people. Our §
administratives
cannot decide §
as they please!
‘After all, w
the oceanamong
and we can m
correctly expre
in mind.' (Select
Vol.4, p.651).
Thatistosay,
the masses’ expe
through democrafig
workout a line, pri
in the people’s int
Chairman Mao W

| the ruling Party,
| direct criticism from the masses more

CHINA IN

JTURMOIL

| that ‘running water is never staleand a
| door hinge is never worm-eaten’ (o
| explain

vividly the importance of
democratic life. Since the victory of
the revolution, we, in the position of
need democracy and

than at any time in the past.
Practice has shown that, in any
place, once democracy is abolished no
one will dare to tell the truth and lies,
boasting and empty talk will bury and
deceive us. With no one expressing any
more opinions, we will be surrounded
and corrupted by people who flatter
and fawn upon usand sing our praises.
Party organisation in such places
will unavoidably become divorced
from the proletarian base and the
organs of political power will turn

@gainst.lhe masses of people.

The mosi

Ost advaneed and loyal, the
cream of -

nation, will be
suppressed and
16 d and resentful,
while society’'s most backward and
reactionary forces will rise to the
surfaceand run wildfor a time...[New
China News Agency ellipsis] and the
resultcanonlybe thefinal forfeiture of
‘our cause.
‘Concerning the issue of disputes
within the Party, Engels held that it
roprlatc to arbnranlv
ose of opinions oppoaed to one’s
He said: ‘Criticism is the vital
‘of the life of the workers’
How can the workers’
self avoid criticism and
isputes? Do we demand

|"‘1:|lhcrsuapv£1;15 the freedom of speech

only for the putpose of suppressing
free speech among our own ranks?’
(Collected Works of Marx and Engels,
Vol.37, p.324).

- Only the political parties of the
cxplomng classes, which are at the end
of their tether, are afraid of the truth
and people. Chairman Mao said that

nly the Kuomintang was afraid of
and that the Communist
‘was not afraid of criticism to
r ranks to avoid beeommg
-and always remain vigorous,
and to let the masses of people
supervise the leading Party and state
organs and prevent the transforma-
tion of these organs from being

| ‘servants of society’ into ‘masters of

saemy it is all the more neussarylo

_ practise democracy.

|  Usingsuch methods as speaking out
freely, airing views fully, writing big-
character posters, holding great
debates, and staging parades and
demonstrations is necessary even in
dealing with bureaucracy, and
certainly all the more fair and just in
dealing with ferocious class enemies.

In the spring of 1976, the Chinese
people courageously rose up to the
strains of the ‘Internationale’ and
wrote an extremely heroic, sad and
moving page in the history of the
| Chinese revolution, fully displaying

the power of people’s democracy.

The incident provided an unprece-
dented education to the people. It
taught us that using the methods of
| extensive democracy to expose and
criticise careeristis and conspirators
like Lin Piaoand the gangof four is the
people’s undeniable right and sacred
| duty. Could it be that our people have
followed the Communist Party in
revolution for decades only to have a
bunch of new ‘overlords’ sitting on
their backs?

The masses of people ardently hope
to revive and carry forward more
successfully the Party’s fine traditions
and work style of seeking truth from
factsand taking the massline. We have
not the slightest right or reason to
disappoint the people.

Lenin’s words are worthy of our
consideration again and again: ‘If
socialism, which has won victory, fails
to practise full democracy, it will not
be able to keep the victory it has won.’
(Collected Works of Lenin, Vol.23,
p.70).

Although the victory of the Chinese
revolution has long since changed the
| Chinese people’s historic destiny,

traditional _ideology still often
_entangles the i like a
lingeringbad dream, and many people
still cannot lift up their heads and
stand up straight.

When the Chinese nation was in its
darkest period, Lu Hsun bitterly
pointed out: the Chinese people are so
‘lifeless’ wunder the system of
dictatorship. Only revolution and
socialist democracy can fundamen-
tally change the mental outlook of the
people of our country and stimulate
and mobilise the entire nation.

Marx cited a cautionary passage
from Paris Revolutionary Weekly that
was printed during the French
revolution: ‘Great men look so great
because we ourselves are kneeling.
Stand up!’ (The Complete Works of
Karl Marx nnd Friedrich Engels, Vol

We should feel that any cadre whowidl. p.104).

* does not have a democratic work style

disqualifies himself from leading

work. This is because a leader who is
despotic, unreasonable and practises
personal dictatorship cannot possibly
win the trust and support of the
masses.

Therefore, it is basically impossible
forhimto do agood job in the work of
adepartment or locality. He may even
bring great harm to the masses there
and cause losses to the revolutionary
cause.

Chairman Mao meéntioned some
persons who felt that since they had
become rulers of the country they
could practise bureaucracy, pay no

~ attention to the people’s sutfering and

G

‘toncern over the people s
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f | experichees.

Chau‘manMao repeatedly pointed
out: don’t be afraid of pfﬁfessors,
Marx, Gods and foreigners and don't
learn fro_m Chia Kuei, This statement
refers to the people’s mental outlook.

Both Chairman Mao’s and Marx’s
views are consistent. Democracy, as
the uncompromising enemy to the
power of God and dictatorship, arms
the people with the weapon of self-
| determination and pride and calls on
| the people to stop kneeling before any
God, stand up and smash all mental
and material yokes.

The enemy’s power lies in the
| people’s ignorance. When the people
{ stand up, theenemy will perish. It was
precisely in the fierce struggles against
Lin Piao and the gang of four that the
Chinese people greatly heightened
their political consciousness, streng-
- thened themselvesand gamcd\aluable
in. striving for and
‘defending people’s 'democracy.

. Democracy is a great school. In this
eat 5chool ,the people will ::venLually

el e i M R iy

or quite a few years people

have formed the habit of

linking democracy with the
bourgeoisie and felt that by talking
about democracy they would associate
themselves with capitalism or
revisionism. They have confused
proletarian democracy with bourgeois
democracy and distorted the idea of
the dictatorship of the proletariat.

Dictatorship and democracy are
two functions of a modern state. The
democracy of the ruling class also
implies the dictatorship over the class
to be ruled.

Leninsummarised the Soviet system
as ‘the system of proletarian
democracy or proletarian dictator-
ship’ (The Selected Works of Lenin,
Vo.lV, p.568). He correctly and
clearly explained the equivalent
relationship between proletarian
democracy and proletarian dictator-
ship.

Proletarian democracy is enjoyed
by the labouring people and is an
extensive democracy that is not
comparable with bourgeois democ-

<Y

=
B

racy. He thus refuted the view t
democratic dictatorship is incons
tent with proletarian dictatorsh
Therefore, why shouldn’t we, inste
of the bourgeoisie, hold aloft the gre
banner of democracy?

Politics serves economics. Basl
on this understanding, we can seet
democracyis a means to achieving t
goal. How, then can dictatorship
the goal?

The mouthpiece of the gang of fa
openly said: ‘The only goal
proletarian democracy is to consg
dateand strengthen thedictatorship
the proletariat’. (Study and Critici
Issue No.1 of 1974).

It merits our attention that s
open anti-Marxist propaganda
not aroused the people’s attention &
was foralong time considered natu
Here we don’t need to talk about
‘dictatorship’ of the gang of fo
which is now well known.

The issues that need to be clarifi
now are: first, the state is merely
instrument for class suppression @
therefore, is a historical conceptio
The dictatorship of the proletariat
merely a transitional period
reaching the extinction of all clas
and entering a non-class society’. (
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Selected Works of Marx and Engels,
Vol.1V, p.333).

Second, both dictatorship and
democracy belong to the super-
structureand serve the economic base.
Neither of them is the final goal.

Third, democracy and dictatorship
and inter-dependent and complemen-
tary. Those who consider that
dictatorship should be higher than
democracy are absurd, both in theory
and practice.

When we have completely built
socialism and eliminated classes and
differences between classes, the
dictatorship of the proletariat will no
longer be required and will end
becauseby thenit will havelost its role.

If we don’t clearly understand or
don’t understand this at all, we are apt
to consider dictatorship as absolute
and sacred, and may wantonly expand
the scope of our dictatorship and
reduce the main body which enforces
dictatorship.

This teaches us that those who ‘had
an obsession of the dictatorship of the
proletariat’ and clamoured ‘enforcing
an all-round dictatorship’ while
banning people’s democracy were
precisely the most vicious enemies of
the dictatorship of the proletariat.

~

o safeguard socialist democ-

I racy, legislative and judicial

work must be strengthened
and the class enemies and all
transgressions of law and discipline
must be resolutely sanctioned in order
to create the environment and
conditions under which the people can
enjoy the law’s protection.

Among the various people’s
democratic rights stipulated in the
Constitution and law, the most
important are the people's right to
vote, dismiss and supervise the
personnel of the state’s executive and
administrative organs.

Frequently, something like the
following occurs: a certain unit’s
leader is highly incompetent, and even
abuses his authority and does all sorts
of evil things. But the masses can do
nothing to him, not even after writing
reports to the higher authorities
exposing his deeds.

This big burden on their minds
cannot be taken off until the higher
authorities decide to replace him.
Cases like this have greatly impaired
the prestige of the Party and the
government among the people.

Lenin  repeatedly said that
proletarian democracy is a million
times more democratic than any
bourgeois democracy and that this
‘higher class democracy’ is expressed
‘in the election processes and the
constant opportunities of elections as
well as in the conditions of re-electing
and recalling the representatives; for
the workers in cities and rural areas,
this is much easier and more
convenient than the best bourgeois
democratic style’. (Selected works of
Lenin, Vol.111, p.743).

The people’s rights to vote, dismiss
and supervise have not been effectively
exercised foravery long time. It is now
imperative to implement firmly the
measures that call for electing the
people’s representatives through
secret ballot and to adopt measures to
rectify the situation in which the
masses haven't the slightest know-
ledge and understanding of their
representatives, still less how they
work and what opinions they present.

A recall system with legal validity
should tablish

required percentage of people of a unit
needed to recall a leading person and
aneffective procedureset uptoeffecta
recall so that the people have the right
to recall in reality, not in name.

Itis also necessary to encourage and
mobilise the masses through mass
organisations, including trade unions,
the CYL, thewomen’s federations and
the various other mass bodies, to
exercise supervision over the leading
organs and leading cadres.

At the same time, exposure and
criticism of major administrative and
management defects and mistakes
should be published in papers and
journals to facilitate timely correction
and provide the cadres and masses
with education through example.

Thus, major issues, such as the
implementation of the line and
policies, and minor issues, such as the
examination and publication of a piece
of literary work, are all subject to the
people’s supervision and decided by
the people’s will.

TRADITIONS

Today, nearly 30 years after the
founding of New China, the issue over
socialist democracy and the legal
system is once more being placed on
the work agenda — this is determined
by our national history.

Marx said: ‘People do not create
their history at will, not under the
conditions of their own choice, but
under the existing conditions directly
confronting them which they inherit
from the past’. (Selected works of
Marx and Engels, Vol.1, p.603).

Just as babies cannot possibly
choose their mothers, people cannot
possibly choose their own historical
traditions. The organisms of our
new-born motherland, though full of
vitality, bear the birthmark of the
feudalistic tradition of thousands of
years.

In past generations, our social
productive forces developed slowly
within a narrow and natural economic
structure. Peasants formed an
overwhelming  majority of the
population, but lived an isolated,
secluded life.

To a very great exlent, their
existence did not rely on social
intercourse. Lack of common contacts

rendered them unable to protect their
own class interests, necessitatin :

need for someone else to represent
them.

‘Their representatives were invari-
ablytheir masters at the same time, the
authority towering high above them
and the unrestricted government
power that protected them from
encroachment by other classes and
bestowed rainand sunshine uponthem
from high above’. (Selected works of
Marx and Engels, Vol.1, p.693).

Such a backward mode of
production was the solid foundation
of the feudal autocratic system that
reigned our country for thousands of
years.

In the course of world history the
aristocracy shared power with the
monarchy, religious authority sur-
passed the authority of the monarchy,
‘humanrights’ during the Renaissance
challenged the authority of the
monarchy and finally the political
power of the bourgeoisie negated the
power of the monarchy.

But in China there never was a class
or areligious authority strong enough
to dare dispute the ‘absolute
authority’ of the monarchy betore the
1911 revolution. In the orthodox
minds of the people there had to exist a
‘genuine son of heaven’ — the
Emperor.

It never occurred to them that there
could be other kinds of political
systems. The Emperor’s will was law,
and all other laws were subordinate to
him. There was no such thing as a
subject’s personal rights; there was
only the Emperor’s infinite authority.

The 1911 revolution established the
republic in name only: actually,
dictatorship by feudal warlords of all
descriptions reigned throughout the
country.

Although during the period from
Yuan Shih-kai to Chiang Kai-shek the
title Emperor was changed to
President and the term Kingdom to
Republic, the Chinese people not only
failed to enmjoy what is called
democracy, but also suffered under a
feudal and fascist domination which
was even darker and crueller.

Chairman Mao made an incisive
analysis of those autocratic oligarchs
wearing new clothing: ‘What’s the
difference between them and the
autocraticemperors? Theconstitution
and president they are talking about
are all sham... I'm not attacking them

i i What I'm saying is well
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grounded: They are talking about
constitutional government yet they
don’t give the people the least
freedom.’ (Selected works of Mao
Tsetung, Vol.2, p.694).

The Chinese people have lived too
long under an autocratic system!
Feudal tradition has put too heavy a
burden on the people!

The pernicious influence of feudal
ideology in our country persists
because it has existed for over 2,000
years and because the power of the
monarchy, unlike that in Europe, was
never questioned.

The influence of feudal ideology
also continues to persist because the
new social system was directly created
from an extremely inferior semi-
colonial and semi-feudal state, and
more importantly, the ideology’s
influence continues because the
conditions for its survival still exist in
the present society.

Today, China’s social productive
forces remain very backward, manual
labour is quite extensive, agricultural
yields sent to market are low, and
socialisation, division of labour and
specialisation in industrial production
not highly developed.

This is why the masses still have a
backward standard of living as well as
why feudal ideology frequently crops
up under the guise of ‘socialism’ and
continues to exert its poisonous
influence. Weren’t the ‘theories’
advertised by Lin Piao and the gang of
four and the policies they pushed
heavily feudal-socialistic?

Even today, it is still common that
people abruptly fall silent whenever
they hear such words as ‘democracy’
and ‘freedom’, deeming these termsto
be ‘heresy’.

Therefore it is imperative to launch
anewmovement of enlightenment and
mental emancipation in order
thoroughly to liguidate feudal
traditions and ideology. Our Chinese
nation has great potential,

Following the epoch-making
victory of the Chinese revolution in
1949, the victorious smashing of the
gangof four — which has attraeted the
attention of the whole world and is
equally epoch-making — brought
China into a new period of
development.

Despite its detours, socialist
democracy and its legal system have
radiant prospects.




INTERNATIONAL

Bahro congress resolution

‘Socialism and
democracy are

indivisible

THREE THOUSAND people attended the congress in

defence of the imprisoned East German Marxist |

i Berufsverbote and other forms

Rudolf Bahro in West Berlin earlier this month.

They unanimously approved this statement, which
was drafted by the following political organisations:
the Italian Communist Party, Italian Socialist Party,
the Spanish Socialist Party, the Fourth International,
Listy, Il Manifesto and the Socialist Bureau.

The participants of the First | and political
International Congress for and | produced by a critical Marxist
about Rudolf Bahro, held in | and communist.

Berlin (West) between 16-19 His book The Alternative
November _l9'-"8 renew their | has made an important
protest against the sentence | contribution to the attempt to
imposed on Rudolf Bahro for | present socialism as a real

his opinions at a secret trial |
@tthout an effective defence. |
And we demand his immediate |
release. |

Rudolf Bahro tries to apply |
the Marxist method and Marxist
categoriestotheanalysisof East
European societies, and he tries
to show the path of change
towards socialism.

THESES

Regardless of whether we
agree or disagree with his theses
and individual positions, his
book is an important scientific

perspective and to the attempt
to develop steps towards a
practical change. Therefore he,
like Robert Havemann, repre-

in the East and the West.

We demonstrate for Rudolf
Bahro and discuss his work
because we want socialism.

Socialism and democracy are
indivisible.

Solidarity with Rudolf Bahro
means for us solidarity with all
political prisoners and those in
the East European countries
persecuted for their political or

Israel steps
in where
the West
fearsto
tread

IT MAY have surprised many of our readers to have
learned from last week’s issue that Israeli troops took
part in the Black Friday massacre in Iran.

Or that Somoza’s National Guard suppressed the
Nicaraguan uprising with Israeli-supplied weapons.

Israel’srole as animperialist ‘policeman’ in the Arab
world is well known, but her involvement elsewhere is
much less publicised.

PAUL SAMUELS looks at the evidence.

‘Israel’s Global Role’ was the | enormousconsignment, especi-
subject of a recent talk in | ally of small arms.
London by Dr Israel Shahak, | Television coverage has
head of the Israeli League for | shown the National Guard
Human and Civil Rights. | armed principally with Israeli
Shahak explained how Israel | weaponry, especially the Galil
supplies weapons and other | automatic assault rifle.
services to countries in Consignments are known to
circumstances where the United | have been shipped as late as the
Swates and the West would find | end of August.
it embarrassing to do so. Nicaragua is only one of six
Examples fromthree continents =~ Latin American countries, the
illustrated this theme. majority of whose weapons and

2 - military supplies (eg kit and
Latin America

| uniforms) comes from Israel.

| The others are Ecuador, San

The US officially stopped | Salvador, Guatemala, Mexico
sending arms to Nicaragua in | and...Chile.

about April, after widespread | Chile is a characteristic

protest about the Somoza |rccipicm, The majority of its

regime. In May Israel sent an

contribution, |

| religious convictions.

But as the many cases of

| of limitation of democratic
| rightsinthe Federal Republic of
Germany and West Berlin
show, people thinking like
Bahro also have difficulties in
this country, in spreading and
standing up for their ideas and
conceptions of an alternative
social order.

Therefore it is natural for us
to oppose any kind of political
repression and to fight for the

{ realisation of social and human
rightsand for a general amnesty
for all political prisoners
throughout the world.

PARTICIPANTS

t. - The

sents the hopes of many people |

participants at this
| international congress — trade
| unionists, communists, inde-
|pendem‘ socialists, socialists
| and social democrats from the
| different countries of Western
| and Eastern Europe have, in the
| last three days, discussed the
i work of Rudolf Bahro in an
| open dialogue.

Despite our

day to day

b

i role 1o play.

differences we have tried to
provide an example through
| this congress. Out of this
discussion and through the
| exchange of experience here we
commit ourselvesto further and
to strengthen the solidarity
work in our countries.

OPINION

Rudolf Bahro hoped that his
book would be treated critically
and would be discussed. We can
only pass on this wish and
appealtothe political and moral

| responsibilities of all left-wing
organisations.

We ask democratic inter-
national public opinion, especi-
| ally the wvarious political,
| religious and trade union
| organisations, to mobilise all
| their efforts to increase the
pressure on the GDR for the
release of Rudolf Bahro.

| This will be possible only if
| this congress is followed by
other international initiatives.
Here the international trade
| union movement has a special

| Advocatesof ‘Israeli socialism’ |

| might care to ponder that the
| Chilean army’s helmets are
 manufactured on the ‘leftist’
i Kibbutz Mishmar Ha'Emek.
i The uniforms are made in a
| private factory.
| Israel also supplies a valuable
, propaganda service. In July the
retired Israeli Chief of Staff —
! Mordechai Gur — visited Chile
| and Argentina. As well as

ISRAELI premier Begin (centre) with military advisers

Asia

Israel’s role in Asia is
concentrated in four countries
— Taiwan, Singapore, Thai-
land and Iran. Taiwan is known
to receive missiles and scientific
| knowledge.

The ‘Singapore Connection’
is one of the longest standing
and deepest of Israel’s overseas
mvolvements. The Singapore

| publicly congratulating* BOthsd-army was practically founded

armies for being victorious in
| their  struggles, he ~was

| photographed with Pinochet.

{ This was widely used for
| propaganda purposes, in both
| Chile and the USA.
|
| In a bulletin
Israeli-Latin America Chamber
‘ of Commerce, we can figd
| advertisements for the Wesi-
|
]
|

wind Aircraft. While this plane |
i is advertised in the US as a |

‘business’ man’s plane, in this
| (Spanish language) bulletin it is

| promoted as ‘easily convertible |

into an anti-guerilla craft’.
| Swap the cocktail bar for a few

| army supplies come from Israel. | machine guns and presto!

of L-hey

by Israeli officers and is still
i advised, if not commanded, by
! them.
1
i Thailand is a more recent
\ “enture. The connection started
after the 1976 counter-
revolution (when a liberal
~government and its supporters
were ruthlessly crushed in a
bloody coup).
Israel  began
weapons,

supplying

| and is still doing so. In spring
1976, only one year after the fall
i of Saigon, it would have been

| politicallydifficult forthe USto |

| ship these arms itself.

| especially infantry |
{ and anti-guerilla equipment,

EAS GERM\ gurd: keeping the workers behind bnr.

University staff
back Bahro

BARRY WILKINS reports.

A general meeting of the
University College Cardiff
branch of the Association of
University Teachers passed the

| following motion earlier this

month:
‘AUT supports the call for
the immediate release of

Rudolf Bahro from imprison-
ment in the German Demo-
cratic Republic and upholds the
rights of intellectual freedom
for citizens, including the right
Lo publish views criticalof their

The links between the Savak,
the Iranian Secret Police, and its
Israeli counterpart, are already
well known. Israel has helped
Iranin other ways, notably with

the ubiquitous ‘agricultural
missions’.

Oneof the main grievances of
the Iranian rural workers is that
under the guise of agricultural
reform the Shah hascreated vast
estates of confiscated land.
These have frequently been
handed over to multinational
companies.

Hired landless labourers are
kept in conditions not unlike
concentration camps, (sur-
rounded by barbed wire from...
Israel). It is in creating such

conditions, arguably much
worse than the previous
semi-feudalism, that [sraeli

missions have helped.

Africa

Israeli involvement in Africa
has changed since 1967. Aid to
Ethiopia has diminished after

society and its government
without fear of reprisal.’

This motion now goes
forward to the council of the
AUT (a national delegate
conference held twice a vear).

The Bahro Defence Cam-
paign would be strengthened
significantly if the AUT can be
committed nationally to sup-
porting the demand for his
release.

Therefore all Socialist Chal-
lenge supporters who are AUT
members should raise the
Bahro case in their branches
and try to ensure that the
Cardiff ~ motion will be
supported by their delegates at
the Council meeting.

recent events. Today there is a
strong military connection with
Kenya (readers will remember
therole Kenya played during the
Israeli raid on Entebbe).

LICENCE

But it is with southern Africa
that Israel’s links are strongest.
The main Rhodesian Army
sub-machine gun is the Israeli
Uzzi, manufactured under
Israeli licence in Rhodesia (and
known locally as the Ruzzi —
Rhodesian Uzzi).

A feature of recent military
supplies to South Africa has
been communications equip-
ment such as walkie-talkies,
These are manufactured by
Tadiran, who (justly) publicise
them as having had long
exposure to field conditions.

A large consignment was
bought by South Africa
immediately after the Soweto
riots at a time when no other
imperialist country could have

| openly shipped such supplies

without at least some protest.
Other equipment includes
powerful projector searchiights
and other anti-guerillamaterial.
Isracl has also recently supplied
and installed an electronic
barbed wire fence on the
Namibian/Angolan border.

STATUS

However, the most important
service rendered by Isreal to
South Africa is probably not
military, but economic. South
Africa is excluded from most

| commercial trade agreements

— it receives neither favoured
country status from the EEC
nor preferential treatment from
the USA.,

Thus South African goods
are imported to Israel and
re-exported as Israeli produce,
using lsrael’s considerable

| customs allowances with the

EEC andthe United States. This
is especially significant in the
case of iron and steel.
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OPEN FORUM

Since August the Iranian masses
have been irving to overthrow the
Shah by a mass wuprising or
insurrection. In a remarkably
organised, intelligent and sustained
fashion they have set out to win over
therank and file soldierson the streets,
trying toinduce them to turn their guns
on their officers and join the
insurgents in tearing down the old
regime.

Thisiswhy they threw flowers at the
soldiers, kissed them, urged them not
to fire on the people, and so on. Some
soldiers momentarily mutinied, broke
down in tears, some even committed
suicide

Insuchcircumstances, the slogan of
a constituent assembly cannot be the
central axis of agitation and
propaganda assome haveargued.

If next time the masses come on (o
thestreets in Iran, they finally succeed
in inducing the bulk of the soldiers to
mutiny, then the masses will take over
Tehran and the other major cities.
They will overthrow the government,
open the jails, arm the workers, bring
SAVAK tojustice, and so on.

Powerwilllicinthestreetsasitdid in
Russia, Germany and Spain. This
means that the victorious workers and
popular masses will, in that moment,
hold the future of the Iranian state in
their hands. At such an hour, the
question of power is posed absolutely
point blank.

At the moment of victory, the
religious leaders will no doubt call in
the liberal bourgeois leaders to form a
government and take power, just as
the Mensheviks and Social Revolut-
ionaries called in the Kadets in
February 1917.

Are we in favour of this? No, we are
not.

The Iranian people face many tasks.
Theseinclude such democratic tasks as
giving the land to the peasants, the
right of self-determination to the
oppressed nationalities, the liberation
of women, religious freedom,
freedom of the press, universal
suffrage, independence from imper-
ialism, and soon.

But a bourgeois government will
accomplish none of these tasks. 1t will
only return the country to monarchy
r mi v dictatorship after first

nd demoralised the

people.
In that casc, who should take power
ontheday the masses liberate Tehran?
There is only one answer: a workers
and peasanis government. The
demand for a workers and peasants
government must be the central axis of
agitationand propaganda.

Only a government of the workers
and peasants can carry out the
democratic tasks in Iran, leave alone
the socialist transformation of urban
industry desired by the workers,
because all these tasks require the
suppression of the [ranian bour-
geoisie.

During the next wave of the Iranian
insurrection there must be sufficient
workers leaders — people whom the
masses have come to trust in the recent
struggles and would accept in
government
need 10 aci decisively the moment the
soldiers mutiny in large numbers and
the insurgent masses break through.

These people must without delay go
and arrest the present government,
take possession of the governmental
apparatus, and declare a provisional
revolutionary  government.  This
should pass decrees on all the major
political questions  within  the
first forty-eight hours — without
waiting for a constituent assembly —
and follow them up with serious
organisational work.

But what about the problem of the
revolutionary party? There is no mass
revolutionary party in Iran today.

Thecondition of the workers parties
in Iranis weak. The Tudch party does
nol appear to enjoy the confidence of
large numbers of workers. A newparty
needs tobe created.

All those declaring themselves in
favour of a workers and peasants
government should be invited to form
a new party (as in Peru) and the
Trotskyists should bid for the
leadership along with other tenden-
cies.

However, we should nevertheless
call upon all the workers parties to
seize power and form a workers and
peasants government out of the

IRAN:

A CLASSICAL
REVOLUTION

‘CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY’, ‘insurrection’, ‘dual power’, ‘soviets’ - all these
terms have been used in recent discussion in Socialist Challenge about the situation in

Iran.

Situations like these always demand considerable precision from revolutionaries in
the way they pose the question of power. Such precision has not always been the

hallmark of recent debate.

In a personal contribution, DAVE BAILEY argues that what we are witnessing in
Iran today is a classical revolutionary situation equivalent to that which existed on the
even of the February revolution of 1917 that overthrew Czarism, the November
revolution of 1918 in Germany that overthrew the Kaisserreich, and the revolution in

SpaininJuly 1936....

who understand the °

uprising. Only practice will really tell
who is equal to the tasks of the
revolution.

Providing the masses are agitating
for a workers and peasants
government, then even people known
to be reformists can be forged to take
the reins of power during the
insurrection and form a provisional
government (as in Germany in
November 1918).

Of course, if reformists did so, this
would not be a genuine workers and
peasants government. But the workers
will be able to replace it with fresh
leaders more easily than they would a
government of the bourgeois parties
— particularlyif it is made responsible
to workers and soldiers councils (as
was the Eberl-Haase government in
Germany in 1918, and as would have
been the case if the Mensheviks and
SRs had formed a government in
February, Aprl or July 1917, as
demanded by Lenin).

Having tried to set upa provisional
revolutionary  government, and
having ensured the relative security of
the capital, the next task is for the
masses to elect a central assembly of
the workers, soldiers and popular
organisations of thecapital.

It would be helpful if such a
revolutionary parliament, or soviet,
could beset upbeforethe insurrection.
In 1905, the Petrograd Soviel
functioned for nearly two months
before the uprising (which took place
in Moscow in December).

But it may be that the Soviet cannot
be created in Iran much before the day
of victory. Repression might rule this
out, except in some individual cities
which are temporarily liberated (e.g.
Tabriz).

However, the absence of a Soviet
before the insurrection need not prove
decisive. In most of the great
European revolutions, the Soviet has
usually been set up only on the day

after the victory of the insurrection.
T'his was true in Russia, Germany and
Spain. It is however vital to propagate
theideaofaSoviet, so that setting it up
after the victory becomes easier.

Whatever happens, a Soviet
must emerge on the day of the victory
— or at least the day after — and
assume  responsibility  for  the
provisional revolutionary government
(or lead the-struggle to overthrow the
bourgeois government, if that is what
emerges from the uprising).

When does the slogan of a
constituent assembly assume prac-
tical relevance, and what does it mean?

If a bourgeois government is
unfortunately born out of the
uprising, then the struggle for a
constituent assembly assumes consid-
erableimportance.

Trotsky once said that if the
Provisional Government in Russia
had been compelled to call such an
assembly during the spring of 1917, it
would have hastened the downfall of

the bourgeois government and the

transfer of power to the soviets.
Genuine constituent assembilies are

normally empowered to decide alle-

aspects of power — unlike
conventional parliaments  which
function under a  pre-existing

constitution. They decide not only
which parties should be the
government, but also what form of
governent the country should have
(the constitution) — theoretically they
can decide for a parliamentary
republic, constitutional monarchy, a
soviet republic, and so.

Like Lenin, if we should find
ourselves fighting for a constituent
assembly under a  bourgeois
government, we must use it to help
organise the overthrow of this
government and its replacement by a
workersand peasants government and
asovietrepublic. :

However, we must also avoi?
constitutional fetishism. The Bol-
sheviks overthrew the bourgeois
government in 1917 as soon as the
opportunity arose and did not wait for
theassemblytobeconvened.

On the other hard, if the workers
and peasants manage to set up a
provisional revolutionary government
—  whether one composed of
reformists or, better still, a genuine
workers and peasants government —
the constituent assembly acquires a
differentsignificance.

1t would probably still be necessary
inacountrylike Iran, wherelarge parts
of the rural population might not
immediately understand the need to
join the council system, The elections
to a constituent assembly can then be
used to draw them into the soviet
system. b

But, historical experience shows
that the question of timing (yet again)
isquitecritical here —even lethal.

The German Revolution of 1918
provides a salutory lesson here. The
Ebert-Haase government created by
the November revolution looked like a
workers government. The Berlin
Soviet was the sovereign power in
Germany from theday it was set up (10
November), and the government was
responsible to it. The government was
composed purely of soviet parties, the
SPD and the Independent Socialists
(USPD).

But Ebert was a reformist who had
no intention of carrying out a single
revolutionary measure. Instead, by
secret agreement with the German
High Command, he immediately
sought a constituent assembly from
the workers’ councils,

The USPD sensed the danger of an
early constituent assembly (the
German countryside was relatively
backward)and correctly demanded its
postponement until after the proper
consolidation of the revolution.

But Ebert got his early constituent
assembly and ¢lections to it took place
on January 19th, 1919. As Ebert
hoped, the bourgeois parties got a
majority. Ebert formed a coalition
government with the bourgeois parties
in early February, and then, while the
constituent assembly at Weimar, with
its bourgeois majority, set about
elaboratinga bourgeois parliamentary
constitution, the new government
used the Freikorps to liquidate the
formerly sovereign soviets. This took
place during the bitter civil war of
January-June 1919.

In Russia, following the October
revolution, Lenin went over from
demanding the immediate convocat-
ion ‘of the assembly to advocating its
postponement. He wanted to give the
country time to absorb the meaning of
October.

Unfortunately, the  assembly
elections went ahead as planned, a
mere two weeks after the October
revolution, and before the split in the
Social Revolutionary Party (the
peasant party) was reflected in the
electoral lists.

This produced a counter-revolut-
ionary assembly, unrepresentative of
popular feeling. Instead of adding thi
weight of its authority to the soviet
republic, it opposed the soviet power.
Asaresult, the Bolsheviks were forced
todissolveitin January 1918.

A classical revolutionary situation
exists in Iran. It calls for classical
revolutionary solutions.

Yictory to the Iranian Revolution!
Yictory to the workers and peasants of
Iran!
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Women fightin the South

Contraception bandefied

CONTRACEPTIVES were sold openly in a shop in
Dublin on Tuesday 28 November.

Such an event in London, Paris, Berlin or any other
European capital would be as newsworthy as the sun
shining on a summer afternoon.

But in Dublin it hit the headlines. The reason is that
the open sale was illegal, reports GEOFF BELL.

It has been an offence for
anyone to buy, sell or advocate
the use of contraceptives in the
Southof Ireland since 1935. The
Tattivists from CAP (Contra-
ception Action Programme)
who have opened the shop in
Dublin face a possible fine of
£50and/or a jail sentence of up
tosixmonths.

Although the law forbidding
the actual use of contraceptives
was recently ruled unconstitu-
tional by an Irish court, the state
authorities continue to harass
and intimidate those who try to
distribute devices.

LOOPHOLE

In two police and customs
swoops — at Dundalk in July
and Dublin in September —
£10,000 worth of contraceptives
were confiscated.

Thedecision to open the shop
wds taken because of the
imminent introduction of legis-
lation which is expected to
further tighten the law.

At present family planning
clinics can exploit a legal
loophole — they don’t actually
sellthe devicesand pills, but give
them away free and then ask
customers for a ‘donation’.

Even this limited availability
has been challenged by what
Ann Speed of CAP described as
‘the Catholic Church and a
small _minority of right-wing
reactionaries’.

HYPOCRISY

Ann, who works in a family
planning clinic, explained to
Socialist Challenge: ‘We want
to expose the hypocrisy of the
law, to show the growing

demand for contraception, and
to alert people to the danger of
the government removing one
set of restrictions for another set

| of restrictions’.
The fear of CAP is that the
Fianna Fail government will
introduce legislation restricting

| contraception to  married
people. In this they would be
reflecting the views of the

Catholic Church, which in a
recent statement complained:

RESTRICTION

‘The present situation is
indeed unsatisfactory. Contra-
ceptives can be imported

without legal restriction. They
can now be obtained in many

places, by young unmarried
people.’
Referring to the ‘genuine

evils’ of freely available contra-
ception, the bishops went on:

‘Societies in which contra-
ception has been generally
accepted and widely used have
experienced a lowering of
standards in sexual morality.

‘Marital infidelity has in-
creased. The stability of family
life has been weakened. A whole
new attitude towards sexual
relations has developed. Pro-
miscuity has tended to
increase.’

DEMAND

But figures produced by the
Irish Family Planning Associa-
tion show that the demand for
contraceptionisexpressed by all
age groups and by both married

| and single people.

Of those who visited two
IFPA clinicsin Dublin last year,
nearly S0 per cent weresingle, 11

per cent were aged 19 or under, |

and another 40 per cent were
from 20 to 24 years old.

‘In this sense’, says Ann
Speed, ‘any restrictive legisla-
tion would not only be an attack
on democratic and women'’s
rights, it would be a specific
attack on vouth who are to the

fore in calling for contracep-
tion.’

Majority support for full
availability has been shownbya
number of opinion polls, while
the demand for the facilities
provided by the clinics is
reflected im the 54 per cent
increase: in their ‘talfers’ last
year.

Such backing for CAP’s
stand is part of a growing fight

French magazine revealed that
women are more discriminated
against in the South of Ireland
than in any other West
European country.

The most dramatic response
to this was Dublin's anti-rape

| demonstration in September, in
| which 10,000 women took part.

The opening of the
contraceptive shop presents the
government with its most direct
challenge so far.

Whether Fianna Fail falls
into line with public opinion or
pays more attention to the
Catholichierarchy, the fight for
women’s rights in the South of
Ireland has been well and truly

by Irish women for more rights. | joined.

A recent survey carried out by a |

WARNING to all readers in the
South of Ireland.

This advertisement is illegal.

Contraception available on
request.

For sale at:
Street, Dublin 2

17 Harcourt

Fusion conference:
PDis born

WHERE WERE James Daly, a leading member of the
Irish Republican Socialist Party, and Sean Mac

Stiofain, the former chief

of staff of the Provisional

IRA, the weekend before last?

Nowhere else than observing and bringing greetings
to the fusion conference of People’'s Democracy and
the Movement for a Socialist Republic.

Another visitor was AILEAN O'CALLAGHAN
from the International Marxist Group. He reports.

The prominent figures of the
anti-imperialist movement
attending the conference —
Mac Stiofain actually intro-
duced one session on ‘cultural

imperialism’ — were evidence |

of the widespread interest
caused by the fusion.

For more than twelve months
the two constituents of the new
organisation, to be called
People’s Democracy, have been
gmagaging in joint work and
hammering out agreement on
the fundamental points of a
common political programme.

Consequently the framework
shared by all members of the
new organisation includes:

+ an understanding of the
centrality of the national
question;

* an emphasis on the leading

| roletheIrish working class must
playinresolvingit;

* an appreciation of the
importance of the autonomous
women’s movement;

* above all, a commitment to
| buildingamassparty basedona
Marxist strategy.

PD is also internationalist.
This was demonstrated when
the conference called unani-
mously for the immediate
withdrawal of Irish troops from
the UN’s ‘policing’ force in
Lebanon, and passed another
motion pledging solidarity with
| the Iranian masses.

Theneworganisationisnot at
‘ this stage part of the Fourth

International, although- the
MSR was. Discussion on
whether to affiliate to the F1 is
something members of the new
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organisation have to look
forward to.

In the meantime, People’s
Democracy has been invited to
participate in the Inter-

national’s forthcoming world

| congress.

Compared with the larger far
left groups in Britain, PD is a
relatively small organisation.
But it is probably the largest
Marxist group in Ireland, with
branches already established in
Belfast, Dublin, Cork and
Limerick.

PRACTICAL

With members strongly based
in the resistance movement in
the North of Ireland, in the
emerging women’s movement

| intheSouth, andintrade unions

both sides of the border, PD is
well placed to elaborate a 32
county programme for com-
pleting the Irish revolution.

In fact that task was begun

' when joint work was agreed in

October 1977. The 700-strong
Coalisland conference in
January this vear, for which
PD/MSR built in collaboration
with the Independent Socialist

Farty, was a  practical

demonstration of how the
resistance could once more be
rooted in the life of the masses.
One comrade divorced from
the debates at the conference
was Denis Murphy. Denis is
presentlyin prison in the North,
convicted of possessing arms he
was holding to defend his area
from Loyalist attack.
Sentenced to isolated from
' the fusion process and the
internal life of the

. the measure, and an assistant

| tion was Energy Minister Tony

| he was not to be found in the

new |

I organisation by a six year jail |
| term, Denis nevertheless sent |

enthusiastic greetings to the
‘conference.

His incarceration serves as a
reminder to British socialists of
| the harsh realities of revolu-
| tionary struggle in Britain's
| vldest colony, a struggle which
| People’s Democracy will now

wage with the utmost vigour.
% A fund for Denis Murphy

' has been established. Contribu- |

tions can be sent to the Denis
| Murphy Defence Fund, c¢/0
Connolly Bookshop, Avoca
Park, Andersonstown Rd,
Belfast.
| % Subscriptions to PD’s
| newspaper, Socialist Republic,
| can be obtained from the same
| address, price £2 for 12 issues.

MPs revolt

inextra
seatsrow

TWO Parliamentary Private
Secretaries who voted last week
against the Labour govern-
ment's plan to give the North of
Ireland six more seats at
Westminster resigned their
positions on 29 November.

The two, Ivor Clemitson and
Bruce Grocott, were among 38
Labour MPs who voted against
the proposals the most
significant parliamentary revolt
so far against the government's
Irish policy.

Liberals also voted against

Labour Whip, Jock Stallard,
was notable among a large
number of abstentions in the
350 to 49 vote. .
Another intriguing absten-

Benn, who voted in an earlier
division on the Bill at 10pm —
with the government and
against a Liberal amendment.

But in the main vote, which
took place just 15 mintues later,

votinglobby.
The government has played
down the significance of the

revoll.
Whip who refuses to support

Normally an assistant

government  legislation s
immediately sacked, but in this
case no formal disciplinary '

measure will be taken.

Nor is Tony Benn to be
quizzed on his voting
behaviour.

The opposition to the extra
six seats was based on an
assumplion that the move
represented a further integra-
tion of the North of Ireland into

the Westminster  political
system. The MPs also knew that
most of the extra seats would go
to Unionists.

The Labour MPs who voted
or acted as tellers against were

Norman Atkinson, Norman
Buchan, Denis Canavan, Neil
Carmichael, Lewis Carter-
Jones, Ivor Clemitson,
Maureen Colquhoun, Robin
Corbett, Martin Flannery, Ted
Fletcher, Bruce Grocott, John
Home Robertson, Russell Kerr,
Arthur Latham, John Lee,
Eddie Loyden, Alex Lyon,
Michael  McGuire, Kevin
McNamara, Joan Maynard,
Bob Mellish, lan Mikardo, Stan
Newens, Maurice Orbach, John
Ovenden, Christopher Price, Jo
Richardson, George Rodgers,
Paul Rose, Neville Sandelson,
Renee Short, Dennis Skinner,
Leslie Spriggs, Ron Thomas,
Stan Thorne, Alec Woodall,
John Ellis, Tom Litterick.
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socialist
Wales Y FANER

A NEW Welshsocialist paper, 'Y Faner Goch’, has sold
out ofits 3,000 print run within days of publication.

TONI REES, a member of its editorial board,
explained to us why such a paperis necessary.

What policy does Y Faner Goch
stand on?

Westand for the creationofa |

Welsh Socialist Republic as the
only way to end the cultural and
economic exploitation of our
country.

We see the struggle for a free
Walesand asocialist Walestobe
one and the same. From this
standpoint, our ultimate objec-
tive must be the creation of a
free socialist Wales within the
wider context of a socialist
Europe.

The columns of the paper are
anyone who feels
themselves to be a socialist in
Wales. We have contributors
and supporters from all left
groupings and many who have
never been activeinany political
organisation.

At the moment the Editorial
Board is an informal group of

open 1O

comrades mainly in Plaid
Cymru. Why did you get
together to launch Y Faner
Goch?

There were two main reasons.
First, we felt thereé was an urgent
need for the left of Plaid Cymru
tobeheard.

This is the only way to build
up support in the industrial
areas of Wales and to reactivate
the great socialist traditions of
those areas where Welshness

THE CHARGE that a jury was
politically vetted, first made in
the ABC case, has been repeated
inanotherstate trial.

This time the two defendants
were not as fortunate as
Aubrey, Berry and Campbell,
and were jailed for six months.

Nordid they achieve the same
publicity. Which probably has
something to do with the fact
that they are Welsh, and
fighting for Welsh rights.

Dafydd Wynfford James and
Gruffydd Rhodri  Williams,
former and present chairper-
sons of Cymdeithas Yr laith
Gymraeg [the Welsh Language
Society], were convicted at
Carmarthen on 24 November of
conspiring to cause criminal
damage (o television trans-
mission installations in the
course of a Cymdeithas
campaign for a Welsh language
TV channel.

INTERPRETERS

But after the trial, at which
evidence was given in Welsh,
Wrexham MP Tom Elis raised
the possibility that Welsh
speakers had been deliberately
excluded from the jury by
government legal officers.

Ellis said he was ‘worried at
reports that a large part of the
jury were listening to the
evidence through interpreters
— a proportion far higher than
one would have expected in a
Welsh-speaking area.’

and socialism are inextricably
combined.

|  Secondly, we hope this paper
| will bring together the socialist
and nationalist currents within
Wales.

| What role do you see the paper
| playing?

It is not intended that its role
should be simply passive
reporting. It is also going to be
an active campaigning paper
taking upissuesof allsorts

Forexample, inthis first issue

we have started an active
campaign to support the
Nanigarw Coking Ovens

workers in the fight against the
closure of the ovens.

The referendum on the Wales
Assembly will closely influence
future political developmentsin
Wales. Whatis vour position on
this?

The Assembly is not in any

| sensea matter of principle. Itis |

| weak and nothingtodowith any
of our principles. Yet it is,
tactically, of immense impor-
tance.

First, of course, it does in
| some strange way recognise the
existence of Wales; but more
important, it will undoubtedly
lead toademand for more.

Its very weakness, its right to |

talk and not to ask, makes it

potentially the most important |
development that has come our |
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way.

| What type of Yes campaign

should and

Marxists carry out?

revolutionaries

I think it would be very wrong
to_allow ourselves to become
identified with these proposals.
After all, they only came into
being as a result of nationalist
pressure, and as an attempt to

efuse this and to destroy the
movement
tion.

These proposals are the very
antithesis of the right to
self-determination.

but also to make the point that
this is not going to be enough.

Can vou briefly outline Plaid’s |

economic policies?

Plaid Cymru has already, at |
| previous conferences, outlined

its position as one of support for
free collective bargaining. This
year one of the motions passed
committed the party to fight for
the creation of a socalist
economic framework for
Wales.

Socialist Challenge and Socia- |
list Unity both stand for the |
right of the Welsh and Scottish |

people to self-determination,

| formulatea iolic\' on?

| *problem’tobesolved by people
for self-determina-
| you come to see Wales in its

We there- |
fore have to fight fora Yes vote |

i justice.

Language activists jailed

power

TERENCE LAWLOR, the
tyrannical consultant psychia-
trist at Normansfield Hospital,
has at last been fired.

But the SW Thames regional
health authority, which for
years ignored the appalling
conditions at the mental
handicap hospital, has declared
that it will not take any
disciplinary action against two
of its officers sharply criticised
in the inquiry report.

MICHAEL WARD, a
member of the health authority
and a former Labour councillor
in Wandsworth, spoke to
GEOFFREY SHERIDAN
about the RHA's response.

A lot of people feel

“ that the action of the

Confederation of
Health Service Employees
members at Normansfield, who
went on strike to demand
Lawlor’s suspension, is totally
vindicated.

My impression is that the
consultants and doctors are
fighting a ruthless rearguard
action to defend their privileges.

Lawlor had locked up three
women in a room and fed them
on a diet of gruel, He called this
a research programme.

One of the inquiry’s recom-
mendations is that research on
psychiatric patients should be

for a Yes vote in the
referendum, and for Assem-
blies with real powers.

Building on this, what do you
think are the most important
issues we should discuss and

The most important point is
to look at Wales as a unit from
inside, as it were. We are not a

outside.

Only when you do this will

totality as a complex of inter-
locking problems — cultural,
social and economic.

For example, the language is
not an isolated problem
requiring only a pat answer
outlining support for *minority’
languages and cultures; it is
inextricably linked with all
other problems. None of them
can be considered in isolation
andseen for whatitis.

All socialists working in
Wales must look in detail at its
history and development, at its
present economic and social
structure, anddecide ontactics

3 : - 50 benefit to the patients
inthelight of these. e .

concerned.
A leading consultant in the

This is no battle for abstract
r ADSIAC B RHA declared that this was

idealsbut for real economic and
cultural freedom and social

treated as an expression of
personal opinion by the authors
of the report.

The vote on the health
authority not to discipline two
of its officers was 14 to 4. A
group of us wanted to further

Ten out of twelve jurors are
understood to have used
headphones,and only one had a
Welsh name. A very strange

‘random  selection’, which
makes nonsense  of  the
prosecution c¢laim that ‘the

Welshlanguageis notan issue in

WYNFFORD JAMES (left) and Rhodri Williams before the start

this trial’,

The thoroughly political
nature of the case was further
emphasised when four demon-
strators who tried to expose this
farce in the couriroom were
jailed foramonth forcontempt.

But Cymdeithas is not

investigate critical remarks
made in the report, but the
majorily view was to give a
blanket assurance of no disci-
plinary action.

A TRADE union conference on
nuclear power was held on 25
November in Oxford. JOHN
BORAN reports.

The conference, organised by
the Socialist Environmental
Resources Association, discus-
sed nuclear health and safety,
the effect of nuclear power on
employment and trade union
rights, and the alternative to
nuclear power. Over 100 trade
unionists were there, from all
themajorunions.

The attack on trade: union
rights comes from the operation
of the Official Secrets Act. For
example, a worker sacked from
a nuclear site can be refused a
tribunal hearing on the grounds
that secret information would
bedisclosed.

The claim by bodies like the

of their trial in Carmarthen

downhearted. Acting chair-
person Wayne Williams an-
nounced at a 400-strong rally

after the trial that the campaign § Atomic  Energy  Authority

for a Welsh TV channel would § (AEA) that nuclear power

now beintensified. creates jobs was also put in
perspective.

Nuclear power creates fewer

strictly controlled and only |
authorised if it's likely to be of |

outside the terms of reference of |
the inquiry and should only be |

Normansfield
Hospital:

the tingods
holdon to

While relatively

junior
nursing staff are recommended
for the sack by the report, the
conirol over doctors is very
differentfrom that. In my view,

they should have a tighter
contract of employment and be
subject to firmer disciplinary
procedure.

I'm in favour of breaking
down the hierarchy in the health
service. Managing hospitals
under workers’ control would
be a way forward, but that
doesn’t deal with the immediate
situation we have in the
hospital.

When health workersgoonto
the existing manage-
ment bodies they can ,
simply be sucked into «
them.

TR R
The nuclear threat
to trade unionism

jobs, mostly a very highly
skilled technical elite, than the
alternatives: wave  power,
demanding the skills of the
shipbuilding industry; wind
power, linked to the aerospace
industry; and solar heating and
insulation, involving the plum-
bing and buildingindustry.
Finally, Len Dalton, an
Australian  trade  unionist,
talked about the international
struggle against nuclear power.
Many trade unions around the
world have been involved in the
campaign, including the CFDT

. in France, the Irish TGWU, and

the Northern Territory Tracss
& Labour Council in Australia.

In Britain the TUC supports
nuclear power, as do all trade
unions with the exception of the
building workers' UCATT and
the Yorkshire miners. The fight
for a real debate in the labour
movement about the conse-
quences of nuclear power is only
just beginning.
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-~ W H Smith &
‘Gay News’

IN THE light of the Monopolies

Commission Report on the Wholesal-

ing of Newspapers and Periodicals,

which confirmed WH  Smith’s
monopoly position in this field, we
the undersigned wish to condemn in
the strongest possible terms WH

Smith's decision to cease stocking

Gay News after a two-and-a-half vear

‘trial’ period and their continued

refusal to restock it despite widescale

protest.

Despite the liberalisation of the law
on male homosexuality the majority
of gav women and men remain in
isolation and fear, constantly under
the threar of violence, sackings and

" harassment by the police. More
importantly, most homosexuals are
still conditioned to feel guilt and
self-disgust, their only problem being
that they live in a society that hates
homosexuals and denies them all the
freedoms that heterosexuals take for

1 granted.

Gay News provides isolated and
oppressed homosexual men with a
point of contact with the gay world
and a source of news generally
ignored by the mass press. It also gives
a positive image of homosexuality as
an alternative to the demeaning and
stereotypical image perpetuated by
most of the mass media.

WH Smith ignored these considera-
tions in taking their action to ban Gay
News. Smith’s ostensible reasons for
the ban, in terms of the content of

: v recent issues of Gay News, are belied
by the fact that the same subject
{ matter appeared in the newspaper

two-and-a-half years ago when it was
first stocked.

The objections to letters in support

Y of the Paedophile Information
Exchange could equally be made
against nationals like the Guardian,
which is still being stocked by WH
Smith, and the objection to the
contact address of PIE being listed in
Gay News constitutes a severe attack
on the .democratic rights of
paedophiles to at least discuss with
each other the brutality and ostracism
which they undergo in this society.
Smith’s final argument is that they
should be freé to stock whichever
journals they choose, but their
freedom infringes the rights and
freedoms of a large section of the
population.  The principle of

Challinor John §. Clarke

0.75p (£1.50) + 20p post 4
Dewar Communist Politics in Britain

0.90p (£1.80) + 20p post

Goodrich Frontiers of Control
£1.48 (£2.95) + 30p post

Groves The Balham Group
0.60 (£1.20) + 20p post

Groves Victor Grayson
£1.00 (£2.00) + 20p post

Hinton/Hyman Trade Unions and
Revalution
0.45p (0.90p) + 20p post

4

Pluto Press Ltd, Umit 10 Spencer Court, 7 Chalcot

Road, London NWI1 8LH

individual liberty cannot be applied 1o
the acts of large, monopolistic
concerns. WH Smith may have only
400 retail outlets, but with Menzies
and Surridge Dawson they control 69
per cent of wholesale periodical
distribution, and a decision to ban a
particular journal has widescale
effects.

We believe therefore that WH
Smith have abused their position,
committed a  wilful act of
discrimination against homosexuals,
and behaved in an irresponsible
manner which has serious implica-
tions for the freedom of the press.

We demand that WH Smith restock
Gay News and until such time as they
do we call upon individuals and
groups opposed to this form of
censorship tossupport the initiatives
against WH Smith organised by the
Gay Activists Alliance.

Time Out Federated Chapel, The
Spare  Rib  Collective, Socialist
Challenge Editorial Board, Socialist
Worker Editorial Board, The Leveller
Collective, Steve Munby (Editor,
Challenge). Lord Avebury, Maureen
Colquhoun MP, Tom Robinson.

Using the Race
Relations Act

COLIN Talbot (23'November) argued
that the way to. uproot racism in
emplovment, training and promotion
is through the sirength of the trade
unions. He totally rejected the use of
the Race Relations Act.

Despite all its weaknesses, the Act
can sometimes- be used to benefit
blacks, and even minor gains can
increase the combativity of the black
masses. So far the (rade union
movement has totally ignored it.

Normally local negotiators are
trained to use any new legislation by
means of special pamphlets and
summer schools, but with the Race
Relations Act this has not been done.
Shopstewards usually assume thatitis
the property of the race relations
machinery and nothing to do with the
workplace.

This failure by the trade unions to
use the Act is-not because they are re-
luctant to rely on the state in the fight
against racism. Far from it. The truth
is that they think that using the Act will
mean committing suicide — that if
they are seen to be favouring the
blacks, they will provoke a white
backlash. In other words, they are
racist.

Last January I argued at the General
Council of the shopworKers’ union
USDAW that they should support
some victimised Asian workers on the
basis ol the Race Relations Act. The
president, Stan Tierney, a Labour
MP, rejected this out of hand by

Pluto A Press
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saving, ‘weean tdifferentiate between
our black and white members’.
Black workers can hardly ‘rely on
the strength of the trade unions’, as
Colin suggests, while the unions are
frichtened 10 use even the limited
Race Relations Act, never mind
alfirmative action. The danger is that,
by also calling the Aci a ‘non-starter’,
revolutionaries can appear 1o be in the
same league as Tierney and his mates.
RAGHIB AHSAN [Birmingham]

Opportunism
on BSA
R I e e A

| WAS somewhat surprised to find a
review which | had given you over a
year ago printed in Socialist Challenge
(23 November). This raises a number
of questions as 1o the motive behind
the printing of this review. If the
editorial board think that the
mis-education of black children is an
importani subject worthy of inclasion
in the pages of Socialist Challenge,
then why has it taken so long for this
review to be printed?

| and a number of comrades from
the Black Socialist Alliance strongly
believe that it was not an'interest in the
mis-education of black children that
motivated the printing of this review.
We are confident that the Socialist
Challenge editorial board is aware of
the policy of the BSA that we do not
want, at this point, (o give interviews

| or articles 1o the press of white-

dominated organisations.

There are a number of reasons for
thispolicy, noneof which hasanything
to do with anti-white leftism. The
point is that it is disrespectful and
opportunist for Socialist Challenge 1o
adopt the method of printing a review
byme —areview that was given toyou

"before the BSA was even formed —

and prinjing after my name ‘member
of the Black Socialist Alliance’.

You thereby give the impression
that the BSA has made an exception of
Socialist Challenge in its declared
policy concerning the press of aligned
white-dominated organisations.

There is nothing to prevent
individual - members. of the- BSA

writing for your paper or any other -

aligned papers. But if and when they
do so, it is under the strict
understanding that the name of the
BSA should not be used to identify the

writer — they write strictly -in a

personal capacity.

If you have criticism of this policy, it
is your business — but you have no
right to disrespect the wishes of
another revolutionary organisation,
especially onewhoseaims you claim to
support. We demand an apology, and
personally | want an assurance that if
I submitan article you will not take it
upon vourself to add the name of the
BSA, oranyotherorganisation, unless
actually stated in the signing of the
article. 3 :
TUNDE ANTHONY [London]

*Our apologies

Recycling
hippy fantasies
s "o R e e e e e ]

KEVIN Wood's enthusiastic review (9
November)of Burchill & Parsons’ The
Boy Looked At Johnny was only
qualified by their dedication to
Menachim Begin. Why was he not
bothered by the incoherence and
irrationality of this book?

As Hegel once pointed out — all
events in rock culture occur twice: the
first time astragedy, the second time as
farce. B& P spend sixty pages berating
the coke-cannabis-acid scum elite of
the “sixties before boldly proposing
their own master drug — speed!

They seriously inform us that *speed
is- a threatening drug because it
increases the 1Q by an average of eight
pointsand (if snorted and not injected)
is not addictive except in persons
desperate for something to blame their
deficiencies on’, This seems to me a
squalid seventies re-write of the
egotistical, omnipotent ravings of
Timothy Leary on LSD.

And their concept of politics. Here
again, all the most inane hippy
fantasies about music as a force for
socio-political change are re-cycled
and inverted. Instead of endless
nostalgia for Woodstuck, B & P
indulge in endless invocations of
Lewisham. One can only guess their
enthusiasm springs from the fact that

Lewisham was the most violent demo
of recent vears, since it is regarded as a
one-of T moment of glory and never
seenasanincidentinacontext of racial
and political conflicl.

The only justification | can see for
this book isthat B& Pwanted to create
a work as disturbing and unsettling in
prose as the Sex Pistols achieved in
music. But whereas the Pistols
unleashed a wave of energy and an
image ol revolt (surely rock culturecan
never achieve more than that) B & P
busy  their  misanthropic - and
contradictory ideas (enthusiasm for
Zionism, contempt for Rastataran-
ism) in language obsessed with decay
and animal disgust.

Fageot, junkie, turd, scum, leper
and parasite are the most common
critical categories in this book. Is this
really Socialist Challenge's idea ol *a
highlv.  worthwhile read  which
scparates the acceptable from the
unsound’?

MICK GOLD [London SW2]

‘Knifedin back’

ONCE again you have knifed in the
back the six anarchists now facing
charges of conspiracy to cause
‘explosions. The first time was when
the arrests first started and. you
printed a sanctimonious article about
how the International Marxist Group
had always . warned against  the
‘politics of despair’ — and this at a
time when not even the bourgeois
press had convicted the arrested (they
still haven't been committed for trial).

The next time was when you stalled
an article from Persons Unkown
supper! group commenting on this
and raising the real issues. When
eventually you did publish it, it was
with all the bits criticising vourselves
edited out.

Now, in Richard Carver’s article on
the staie (2 November), you add
slander and innuendo to your record
of ‘defence’ for the six anarchists.
You say Persons Unknown indulged
in physical attacks against potential
supporters. When? Why? Certainly
the Persons Unknown supporters we
know are too busy engaging in
concrete material support for the
prisoners, publishing pamphlets and
spreading the word about state
repression, to be bothered with such
counter-productive tactics.

As for criticising the group for
going ‘underground’, Carver ob-
viously hasn’t been reading the
weekly press bulletins sent to Socialist
Challenge outlining the continual
harassment by the police of
supporters. People have been arrested
on their way Lo meetings, houses have
been raided, and at least three people

have been- arrested at remand
hearings.
You complain that Persons

Unknown are in some sort of ghetto,
that they cannot spread the important
issues, but why are you complaining?
It is the kind of attitude that vour

paper reflects that has pushed them
there.

OXFORD ANARCHISTS

® On a point of fact, our first direct
contact with Persons Unknown was
when a group of their supporters
repeatedly visited the Other Bookshop
and abused and threatened members
of theshop and editorial staff if we did
not print their article.

This sort of thing is still going on: a
libertarian supporter of the paper was
recently threatened by a group of
Persons Unknown supporters for
defending the Anti Nazi League.

Such people may not be representa-
tive of the campaign, but the group's
very anonymity means that this is the
face it tends to present to the world.

Doctrinaire
approach
(RN TR O R

READING vour unsigned article on
*Marxist theory and the British labour
movement’ (23 November) reminded
me of an editorial 1 had read on the
same subject in an early issue of Inter-
national Secialism. The fact that |
recalled this so many years after its
publication in 1961, when‘l first read
it, reflects not only the rarity of such
essHys bul alsahie impression which it
made on me at the time, When | reread
it, 1 found a comparison with the
present article highly illuminating,

Compared with.  the Socialist
Challenge article it possesses the great
advantage of recognisingthat thereare
two sides 10 the question — Marxist
theory and the British labour move-
ment — which must be brought into a
dialectical relationship with each other
as they exist in realily, as against the
one-sided and doctrinaire approach of
the author of your article.

The point 1 wish to make is that
unless revolutionary Marxism can
become fused withat least a part of the
British labour movement and its trad-
itions, such as the Socialist Workers
Party, then it can never become an
effective political forcein this country.
Surely this is self-evident, but it is so
often ignored, though it appears to
have been understood at least once in
IS.

If 1 seem to have been suddenly
re-converted tothe ‘IStradition’ (and |
have), this is not because I believe that
their ‘own particular dogmatic
schematism’ was correct — this has
been disproved often enough — but
because of this specific, close and
dialectical relationship with the actual
British labour movement, and what
the editorial called its ‘self-changing
activity',

In this respect, the old IS editorial
still seems to me Lo be one of the best
surviving expressions of what was
once mos! positiveinthe ‘IStradition’,
which we need to reclaim and learn
from.

JOHN STRAUTHER [Liverpool]

No ‘right to be
heard’?

DAVE Laing (23 November) 1s wrong
tominimise thecriticism of Monstrous
Regiment’'s performance of Time
Gentlemen Please in Leeds and wrong
to raise the guestion of the left’s
‘internal democracy and right to be
heard’ withoutarguing his pointin any
detail.

There was some private discussion
during the show about whether to
quietly walk out in protest at the, at
best, mistaken politics coming out in
theshow, or whether to stay and argue
at the end. [ was among those who
wanted to stay and argue, but many
walked out. When some feminists
started shouting their protests, saving
that the show degraded and exploited

WHY PAUL FOOT SHOULD BE A SOCIALIST
The case against the Socialist Workers Party

A recent Communist Workers Movement publication
‘A clearly, sometimes amusingly, written contribution to the debate on
“*socialism and how to get there’.” Time Out.
‘A serious critique of the politics of the Trotskyist tradition... Doing this in an
amusing and readable style (another first for a Marxist-Leninist group), they at
the same time give a clear outline of their own politics.” The Leveller.

A ‘devastating critique’. Undercurrents,

Reprint. Still only £1.20 (200 pages). All good bookshops, or by post from
October Books, 4B Temple Court, Liverpool 2. (25p p&p, trade terms

available.)
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of us were on. z

Theclaimthat theleft hasa ‘right’ to
put over its ideas has to be dismissed.
In my opinion, the oppressed, whether
they be *the working class’, women,
black people, or gays, have a right to
use whatever means they see fit in their
efforttothrow of f the exploiter. There
can be no absolute rights to have your
argumenits heard.

Dave Laing has got it the wrong way
round when he says he is more
concerned about the fact of the left
being disrupted than about the
criticism.- The first question must
always be ‘do these ideas and activities
further our liberation?’ In the case of
Monstrous Regiment, some comrades
felt so strongly that the ideas were
harmful that they had to disrupt.

You can disagree with their judge-
ment of the ideas in the play, and you
can disagree with their tactics — but
you can’t deny their right to employ
whatever means they see fit, unless you
want to deny their autonomy.

Intellectual
bickering?

I AM puzzled (well, not really) at your
publishing the reply by comrades
Manson, Smith and Singh (16

nature can only be Hegel with
‘materialism’ transposed for ‘idea’.
Bernstein’s revision only appa-
rently predates Kautsky's. Their
underlying assumptions were similar.
Kautsky  argues. that in the
‘materialistic conception of history’
the Marxist laws are quite universal
and general; the proletariat is quite

reformist practice. A dialectics of i

aversetoiokes, but where are the signs
of a serious commitment to
investigating the issues of food on the
part of your paper?
Theseareveryimportant to take up.
It isn’t enough to talk dismissively of
agribusiness. Internationalism and
socialism demand an understanding of
what happens to create the ‘food
shortages’ of which we read so much,

protection, the population gave a con-
siderable part of their substance to
their feudal superiors.

Now this system still exists —
technically — in Scotland. Every year.
those who own a house or flat which 1s
not freehold have to pay feu duties.
But for what reason?

The old feudal superiors of my
great great great grandfather’s days at

MAX FARRAR [Leeds Big Flame] November) to Tony Sharp’s letter (2 incidental. Hilferding's argument and also how the beginnings of a | least offered protection to him. The
November). Such intellectual bicker- | that Marxist economics are ‘value | socialist life-style can be found in modern feudal superiors screw cash
I i and comic in-fighting should be | free’ derives from the same | vegetananism. out of me and give absolutely nothing

Local broad-

casting

AT the end of July the government
issueditslong-awaited White Paperon
broadcasting which set out its
intentions for new legislation. I have
waited with increasing impatience for
a response from the left to this
document.

So far as | am aware the only radical
critique of the White Paper (and of the
Annan Committee Report which
preceded it) has come from a
broad-front pressure group, the
Community Communications Group
(COMCOM). This has produced a
policy statement calling for the setting
up of a Community Broadcasting
Agency to foster the development of
democratically controlled, non-

| participate

set aside for the confines of some
theoretical organ (or comic, as the
case may be).

I could only explain the letter as
some less than serious parody. But

they could at least have done it in a

less exclusive way. I presume it was
the letter’s pretentious verbosity and
intellectual gloss which conned you
into publishing it.

That letter is not an isolated
example. Articles and letters of this
nature appear frequently. How the
hell do you want workers to
in the debate about
socialism when the columns of your
paper are devoted to such
intellectually elitist subject matter?

In a vain attempt to sound learned,
I too quote Lenin: ‘The flaunting of
high-sounding phrases is character-
istic of the declassed petty-bourgeois
intellectuals’. So I await your answer

{ with interest — and a dictionary!

philosophical background.

Do the comrades deny that the First
World War would have been a
non-starter if the Second Inter-
national’s position, instead of being
equivocal, had been anti-war and for
revolution? Because of the acceptance
of dialectical materialism as
immutable natural law, both
reformism and later Stalinism were
able to give their crimes a socialist
gloss which is still a quite acceptable
position in the workers movement
today, albeit with the admission of
‘mistakes’.

The Marxian system is taken
exclusively from the standpoint of the
proletariat. It is concerned not with
supplanting bourgeois philosophy,
sociology or history with a new
philosophy, sociology or history, but
with their criticism; it uncovers their
class conditioned ideological charac-
ter. Capital is a critique of political

A few facts, lifted from The Vegan.
370 million tons of the world’s harvest
is fed tocattleinthe West (?) every year
—enough to meet the combined needs
of all the people in China and India, a
large fraction of the world’s
population. Ninety-five percent of US
soya bean production is fed to cattle.

Meanwhile we eat steak, and the
agricultural producers of cash cropsin
Third World countries often starve
because the staples of their diet have
become too scarce and expensive. An
acre of good land used for pasture will
produce 18lb of dry matter protein.in
ayear.Soyabean yield would be 5001b.

Thus, as the affluent, especially
capitalist, countries consume vast
guantities, it comes close to eating the
poor of others. Obviously much work,
both in research and publicity, still
needstobedone to tie these issues in to
the others that we associate with
socialism. However, until now

in return. Why should this be? Just
because his forefathers screwed cash
out of mine by menaces, does that
allow him to do the same with me?

Well, thelaw is on hisside. If 1 refuse
to submit to his will, he can poind
(impound) my goodstothe valueofthe
feudal payments I owe him as my
superior. And he has a whole lot more
power than that.

The feudal superior can appoint me
as the collector of his dues fromall the
folk inastreet. What is more, he does
not have to pay me for doing this. If1
refuse, he can take out a court order
against me, sell my gear to the value of
his dues, and leave me with nothing.

If I get wise tomy positioninthe eves
of the law, and collect. my master’s
dues from his other vassals, and they
refuse to pay, it is no use me
complaining to him. I must take the
offender to court myself, and poind
his gear, until he learns sense and pays

profit-distributing local radio and Let’s not cut the revolution’s | economy, not a socialist economics | resolutely cranky organisations have | up like a good vassal of his feudal
cable TV stations which the Annan | throat, comrades. | textbook! - 3 heid the initiative. SHEETIOE: . 5 :
Committee proposed. S. KERRY (Trawden) ‘ When I say ‘do it now’ I mean that Their utopianism puts many off, Thisis an issue which should be part
3 5 ; | capitalism gives us the conditions for | but if there are no others at work the ‘ of the platform of any organisation
COMCOM sees these stations as a | NI | <ocialism. We convince the rest of our | disillusioned will give up. So why | callingitself by the name of socialist.

potential ‘third force' in local broad-
casting: an alternative to the
establishment paternalism of the BBC
and the populist commercialism of the
so-calléed = ‘independent’  stations
supervised by the IBA. Local people
would be ensured access to the
production facilities of the station and
its governing board; and station staff
and volunteers would be accountable
toa local policy board representative
of community interests, which in turn
would be accountable to the proposed
Community Broadcasting Agency.

Is there any chance that the left will
wake up and start shouting on behalf
of democratically controlled non-
profit-distributing local broadcast-
ing? Or is the prospect of a democratic
socialist form of broadcasting now too
threatening for revolutionary minds
engrossed in millenialist fantasies?

SIMON PARTRIDGE [London N7]

Materialism as

philosophy

THE five comrades who took issue
(16 November) with my first letter (2
November) misunderstand me if they
think I accuse Engels of reformism.
But _he is guilty, while attempting to
popularise. Marxism, of creating a
*materialist philosophy’. This is quite
contrary to Marx’s intention — ‘We
do not wish to command people to
““kneel here”’ to another philosophy’.

Engels commits just this error
whilst attacking Duhring's ‘force’
theory (quite excellent so far as it did
that). But any attempt to make
dialectical materialism a science (in
the bourgeois sense, i.e. detach it
fromits critical class basis) could only
lead to positivist sociology and

class that this is so in struggle,
‘practical critical activity'. Of course
it will take a conjoint political/
economic crisis and development of
class consciousness to realise

socialism. The ‘necessity’ of this we -

infer from Marx’s theory of history.

Could it be, though, that the five
comrades mistake my attack on
dialectical materialism as one on
historical materialism!

| TONY SHARP (Liverpool)

FETr R e e el
Facts on food

YOU’VE done it again. ‘I await the
first case of wholewheat bread
poisoning and grievous bodily harm
done by too much muesli’, writes
Colin Smith (9 November). Vege-
tarians and wholefood eaters are not

tioesn’t Socialist Challenge take the
initiative? :
PAUL HUBERT [Newcastle]

(e
Feudalism lives
—in Scotland

THE Scottish information office has
issued a form on the abolition of feu
duties. This may puzzle some folk,
who believe that feudalism has passed
away in the United Kingdoms.
However, this is just not the case in
Scotland.

Intheold days knights were an early
form of gangster, who carved up a
country into spheres of interest. They
roamed the countryside heavily
armed, offering protection to the
populace. In return for this

OCIALIST CHALLENGE EVENTS

THE DEADLINE for this column is

MOSS SIDE Socialist

Challenge

WALTHAM FOREST paper sales every

HACKNEY supporters

sell every Regent 5t (Brunel Centre).

Let us totally abolish feudal dues.
Whatismore, let them not be givenany
compensation for their loss of this
revenueofextortion. Feudal superiors
aremere parasitesin oursociety. Letus
treat them as such.

H.C. MULLIN [Glasgow]

THE LENGTH of letters printed will
usually be kept down to 400 words in
order to encourage as wide a range
of contributions as possible. All
letters may be cut at the Editor’s
discretion. Unsigned letters will not
normally be published, although we
will withhold real names from
publication on request.

SOUTH EAST
BRIGHTON SC forums fortnightly on

Ring Man- Box 50, London N1 2XP. \he | market) and_bookstall Thursdays at

midday on the Saturday before supporters sell the paper at Mo i Saturday, 11am-noon outside the post | Saturday, 12-2pm, in Kingsland High ivitiesi i -
oubhc;hon. Ce‘:\?re.SaIUruay,1ﬁ1? My office, l-\:oe St, Walthamsiow, Lon:;oun St., Dyalfslonp _ megl outsige ggﬁm&gg”ﬂ:&";%n%cérﬂdgg.ncﬂ?g | fTuesdasi'ls. Contacl Wigky. 08 60308
NORTH WEST ey o S gaaanuy e, Fullmarks, 110 Cheltenham Road, | 'O %'#'S:
HARROW Socialist Challenge sup- | WALTHAMSTOW readers can buy | Bristol 6. NORWICH Socialist Challenge sales
WARRINGTON Socialist Challenge NEWCASTLE Socialist Challenge porters meet regularly, details from | Socialist Challenge regularly from | griSTOL Soclalist Challenge sales every Saturday in Davey Place {opp.
|

group meets re?_uia_r_ly_
details. D61- 236 2352.

local supporters are active! If you want E?;‘ridan's Newsagents, 86 Hoe St,

every Saturday, 11am-ipm in University of East Anglia.

ge offices for to join them, phone Pete on (0832)

‘Hole in the Ground', Haymarket.
29057 s

YORKSHIRE

TOWER HAMLETS Socialist
lenge Group meets every fortnight

Chal-

HACKNEY Socialist Challenge sup- COLCHESTER Socialist Challenge

|
GREATER MANCHESTER Secialist i 17 for ils). | porters group now meets fortnightly |
Challenge. School students who g:foqﬂt?glérissusp?a?':.éer?rand-i:etlllr:\gizngs S e | on Thursdays at 7.30pm in the | yyppERSFIELD SC group meets | :I:f:?sne;rs}on;nasette\remg:laﬂwyilven::;
support the paper and would like to Wed 13 Dec, ‘Industrial Democracy or HARINGEY supporters are showing | Britannia Pub, Mare St, E8. 7 Dec: | fortnightly on Thursdays at the | 2949
get involved in anti-fascist activity, Workers Control' (Tommy Healey). Divide and Rule — Never, theanti-racist | ‘Hackney Girls Project’ — discussion | prandiy & Trades Club, Northumber- )
please contact Chris (273 5947, day) 7.30pm In the Committee Rooms film described in SC as ‘superd’. | led by some of the women who helped land St 7  Dec: 'Women's
or Steve (226 4287, evening), or write | AUEW Building, Mount Pleasant. | !ncludes TRB and Clash at Carnival 1. to organise it. Liberation” and the struggle for
to Msanchester SC Centre, 14 | i 3 Thur 14 Dec, 7.30pm, West Green Soci socialism' (speaker Penny Duggan)
Piccadiily. DURHAM Socialist Challenge Suppor- Community Centre, Stanley Rd., N15 | LEYTON readers can buy ocialist P L SCOTLAND

{Turnpike Lane tube). Adm, 60p (30p Challenge from Patel's Mewsagents,

ters Group. For details contact: Dave DEWSBURY Socialist Challenge sales *

g:rk:gngan blel"’::‘orﬁ:::l:c’lng:[ S:fé Brown, 2. Pioneer Cottages, Low | unwaged). 326 Lea Bridge Road, E10. regularly on Saturday mornings in For informa*'an about the paper or its
Manchester , Socialist GChalle Pittington, Durham. SOUTH WEST Westgate at the Nat. Westminster = Supporters’ activities throughout
s e SRR T R s SW LONDON supporters group meets | Bank, 12.30-2.00pm. Scotland piease contact Socialist
e ar, by writing | MIDDLESBROUGH Socialist Chal- next on Wed 13 Dec, Bpm, Clapham | ISLE OF WIGHT readers can buy Challenge Books, 64 Queen St,

to Manchester Socialist Challenge
Centre, c/o 14 Piccadilly, Manchester
with a view to forming a Salford
Socialist Challenge group.

MANCHESTER Socialist Challenge
Jumble Saleand Xmas Fair, Sat 16 Dec,
2.30pm. Slade Lane Neighbourhood
Centre, 642 Stockport Rd., Longsight,
Micr. Contact SC centre (236 2352) It
you have any jumble—we will collect.

LIVERPOOL Socialist Challenge Xmas
Party, Friday 15 December, Caribbean
Centre, Upper Parliament St, starts
Epm,

lenge sales, Saturday lunch time near
the lottery stand at Cleveland Centre,
Paper also available at Harrisons
(newsagent) opp. McKenna & Brown in
Linthorpe Road.
STOCKTON-ON-TEES readers can buy
Socialist Challenge from Green Books,
upstairs in the Spencer Hall shopping
centre.

LONDON

TOWER HAMLETS Socialist Chal-
lenge supporters sell every weekend :
Saturdays meet 10.30am, Whitechapel
tube; Sundays meet 10am, Brick Lane
(comerof Buxton St.).

HUDDERSFIELD Socialist Challenge
sales regularly Saturdays 11am-1pm
in the Piazza.

YORK Socialist Challenge is on sale at
the York Community Bookshop, 73
Walmgate or from sellers on
Thursdays (12.30-1.45) at York
University, Vanbrugh College; Satur-
days (11.30-3.30) at Coney Street.

MIDLANDS

For details of actwities of local
supporters throughout the Midlands
contact  the Socialist Challenge
Centre, 76b Digbeth High Street,
Birmingham: (021) 643 9209,

Glasgow. Open Wednesday, Thurs-
day, Friday ahd Saturday afternoons.
Phone for alternative arrangement
(221 7481). Wide range of Fourth
International publications. i

Library, Clapham Common North Side
{Clapham Common tube}. Discussion
on ‘The role of SC groups' —and
what we feel about our' group. All local
supporters welcome to contribute.

Socialist Challenge from the Oz Shop.
44 Union St.; Ryde.

BATH Socialist Challenge sales every
Saturday, 2-3.30pm, outside Macfish-
eries. Ring Bath 20298 for further
details.

SOUTHAMPTON Socialist Challenge
sales every Saturday from 10am-1pm
above bar, Post Office, Bargate.
PORTSMOUTH Socialist Challenge
sales, Saturdays, 11.30am-1pm,
Commercial Road Precinct.

SWINDON supporters sell Socialist
| Challenge 1lam-1pm.  Saturdays.

BRENT supporters sell every Saturday,
2.30pm, at Kilburn Sg., Kilburn High |
Rd., London NWE.

SW LONDON szales every Saturday,
1tam-1pm, at Clapham Junction
(Morthcote Rd), Brixton tube, Clapham
Common tube, Balham tube, Also on
bookstalls outside Oval tube, Herne
Hill BR, and at Shepherds
newsagents, Braganza 5t.

EDINBURGH Socialist Challenge
supporters group meets regularly.
Phone George at 031-346 0466 for
details.

DUNDEE Information about Soclalist
Challenge activities from 64 Queen St,
Glasgow. Join in SC sales outside
Boots (corner of Reform 5t} each
Saturday, 11am-2pm.
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THE IMPORTANCE

of the

bakers' strike was

dramatically illustrated again last week.

How? By the continuing and increasing use of police
violence to smash the picket lines.

One Bakers Union senior steward, RONNIE
DRAPER from Scott’s Bakery in Liverpool, described
to ‘Socialist Challenge’ what happened last Friday at

his picket line:
A lot of pickets had
been here all night.
Some of them came
between6amand 7am.
We were all standing here,
round the fire. It was a peaceful
picket.

$e got the backing of the

THEOTHER BOOKSHOP
328 Upper Street
London N12XQ

New books by mail order

| lorrydrivers’ union, the URTU.

Our fitters, electricians and
garage workers haven’t gone
intowork.

There were just 22 scabs who
went out in vans, with the aid of
about 60 to 80 police who used
thebig stick and put the boot in.

The police intimidation was
incredible. They used their
batons — not truncheons, big

| sticks—tokeepusback.

There were three vanloads of

| the Special Squad, Liverpool’s
| equivalent to the Special Patrol

THE ALTERNATIVE

Saturday 13 January, 10am-Spm
Holborn Assembly Rooms, London

Tickets: £1.50 at the door or £1.25 before 1 January,
from: Socialist Challenge, PO Box 50, London N1 2XP.

POLICE BATONS
ENFORCE 5/ LAW

Photo: SECOND CITY PHOTOGRA

IN WESTERN EUROPE

One-day school on ‘Eurocommunism and
revolutionary strategy in the West’

Introduced by ERNEST MANDEL,
followed by discussion

| TOMMARLOWE writes:

The threat to increase the
| picket at Scott’s Bakery was
| enough for management, -and
they have nowshutupshop.

But elsewhere management
and police continue to mount
military manoeuvres to smash
the picket lines.

Bakers Union district officer
Paul Sagoo described what
happened outside Parslows
Bakery in Reading on Sunday:

| *While our  members were

negotiating with supervisors at
the gate, a van drove into the
picket line injuring one of our
members.’

The van in question was a
police vehicle, one of two on the
| scene full of policemen. Two
strikers are now in hespital as a
| result of this attack.

The pattern is obvious.
Wherever mass pickets gather
the police do allin their power to
smash them up.

Foralthough bread continues
to appear in the shops, the truth
is that the strike is having a big
effect.

The large bakeries are losing
custom to the independents,
and with the Christmas season
coming on it is custom they
cannotafford tolose,

So the employers, with the aid
of the police, are doing all in
their power to smash the strike
physically.

Accordingly, thestrikeis now
not just about the 5 per cent law,
important as that issue is. It is
also about the right te picket.

For both these reasons bakery

> : - Group. On the picket line in Birmingham
3 :
gu;i[:::':;?h'f?:‘i;m £330} _1T[1C)i' kII.Ckf-‘d ﬂ%lhg.l}gfh they speak to him and then this | plaint sheet and I'd be inl right. m;rk:grz n:fdms:::'et!‘eh:;"ps?t:
~Michele Roberts £2.25§ ;::i playing at Cardiff Arms | .opner came up and just stuck | trouble if 1 didn’t get things | But I’m not going to be scared ﬂyi-:lg pifkeis sup;;Jr‘ En the

The Alternative in E. Europe

oneonus.

e e R - ] r

cnIT from complaining. And

picket lines are what is'needed

—Rudolf Bahro £9.50 Two of them had a go at Joe, T 2 ! we’renot going to be scared off

The Second Siump STOPPED one of the stewards. They | BAKERS STRIKE XMAS | from picketing: ‘ mtg:. R e T,

—Ernest Mandel £6.50 The inspector had told me to | dragged him away by histhroat. | BENEFIT: Monday 11 Decem- The vans got out today and 8 i PO
-arrested

Political Writings 1921-26

taketwoofthestewardswith me

I said I'd complaig officially

_ber, 8pm, at Francis Shaw

six of were

organise soli-

orkplace, s
#le picket-line,

—Gramsci £3.95 | and speak to the vans. So three | about this. “Social *Club, Corbett St., | and beaten up. To- ity in y i

The Nuclear Disaster \ of us went over by the far side of But another inspector came Manchesler 11. .~ Featuring | morrow we’re going dag?fe::“;;lﬁ ::':::nlc?::?Ch'
—CIS .65 | thegate. up and said that I'd better be | North West Spammer in | toturn out in massive SmashtheSpeoont! -
TERMS: add 10% under £7: £7 The first van was stopped by | sure of my facts, because my | ‘Partisans’ and speaker from | numbers. Victurytoth‘;ebakers'

or more post free.

lan inspector.

I went over to

UN

name would be on the com-

strike committee.

THERE is only one more issue
of Secialist Challenge before
Xmas. But there are still three
weeks beforethisquarter’s fund

driveisover.

And we hope that readers are
going to make sure the festive
spirit extends to the interests of

the paper during that time by

having a fund-raising party.
There will be many social

|evems in the coming weeks, so

why not keep Sociaiis!!
Challenge in mind?
We need it. This week our

total hitanall-time low since the

JOIN IN THE THIRD
NATIONAL SALES DAY

Saturday 9 December 1978

EEEssSsSssSEESEEEEsEsay

= | paper was launched in June
1977: a mere £39 this week.

Each month this quarter we Postto PO Box 50, London N1

q i have set aside a day when we 2XP.
W NOT try your luck in our '
)n:g Iu?len? < The cumulative total reaches | § 8k all S“PP”"I‘I]“ of "";g:p“
For 10p per ticket or £1 a £1161.03,and so the head of the : “"W‘t's" “*: It:: uh “gt"“ — “:ﬁ e SRR Ao Sl Ry
book of tickets, plus sae, you Shah remains intact. If you § streets, a 3 “sj’ opsl .
can have a chance to win one of don’t hurry up the Iranian |} Stations, and on the estales.  ADDRESS .............cccoccuee.
masses will get there first! ¢ If you live in a town where

the following: a portable
12-inch black and white TV; a
case of French wine; an
autographed copy of Ernest
Mandel’'s new book, The
Second Slump; a record token;
or a year's subscription fto
Socialist Challenge, Interna-
tional and Socialist Woman.

! there are no regular sales of the
l paper, just fill in the form
: below and we will send you a
s bundle of 10 on a sale-or-return
- basis to see if you can establish
l regular sales.

hI'I'IIII.IIIlII-I----I---.l------.I---lllIIClIUIIII-III

The pennies haven't been
coming in, but supporters have
helped out in other ways.
Manchester comrades brought | »
in two entire albums of stamps
last week, and just a few days
ago another album arrived by
post from a Surrey comrade.

Please send me 10 papers on a
sale-or-return basis.

R s NSRS NSNS SRR

The draw will take place on
18 December in our offices, and
the winning number will be
printed in the issue of 4 January
1979. Organised by D. Weppler

The Leicester supporter who
spends many hours of his time
sorting through the bundles of
stamps will doubtlesshave more
financial benefits of the paper in |

VIDELA
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b

storeoncethesearesold.

DIET

Bernard Regan, the comrade
who has agreed to a nationally |
spansored diet in aid of the |
papér, has decided to give his
starvation efforts a clear run-of
several weeks.

He will now begin his diet
after Xmas, so there is still time
to send in your pledge saying

of 328 Upper St., London N1.
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Domestic: 6 months. £5 12 moulhs. £10
Abroad: Airmail, £16. 50. Surface, £10 per annum.
Multi-reader institutions: double individual rate

Name how much you will give the
Add pape; for every pound of flesh
ress which -disappears from Ber- o
e PINOCHET
Ourthanks thisweek to:
. o : Arnold Tortorella £3
I enclose a donation for the Fighting Fund of S}r’];ge S £l
Sharon, E London £10 :
Cheques, POs and Money Orders should be made payable to ‘Socialist Challenge’. |M. Brennan s SMITH
Complete and return to: Boltonsupporters £17
Socialist Challenge, 328/9 Upper Street, London N1. H. Kliamis £5
£39

'TOTAL




