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DUFEY- MUBERY KITSON: stiust: the géncral ststt of the trsdle union movement mobilises — to sink the strike

JOHN HARRIS |

L R e ST B0 o by Alan Thornett

BL WORKERS have been sold out by their
leadership. |

Last Tuesday morning, 3rd, as BL workers
prepared to vote on the 3.8 per cent pay offer.
every national newspaper gave prominence to'
AUEW president Terry Duffy's call . for
acceptance.

I am backing England”, said Duffy, who
had called an emergency meeting of the
AUEW Executive to endorse his back-to-work
call. Appearing on television after the vote to
return to work, he seemed to see himself as
a part of BL management, saying, ‘‘We do not
intend to gloat”’.

BL workers had been absolutely solid on
Monday morning when the strike began, with
virtually every plant 100 per cent out and
heavily picketed. The workforce was willing
to fight. Yet they had clearly been shaken by
the collapse at the top.

The prospect of entering into a major con-
frontation with the government with their top
leaders openly against them proved too much
for most of the plants: and the mass meetings
turned the original 8-to-1 majority for strike
action into a 25,000-to-19,000 vote to accept
the deal.

The sell-out began last Saturday, 31st,
when Edwardes appealed directly to the gen-
eral secretaries of the 11 unions with memb-
ers in BL. A meeting organised by ACAS, .
with Edwardes and the general secretaries and
Len Murray, went over the heads of the Joint

Negotiating Committee.
The urge to escape confrontation stung

these TUC leaders into united action such as
they have never organised to support workers’
struggles, or their unions’ policies against the
four per cent limit.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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“REJECT!
DUFFY oOuUT! DUFFY
OUT!” chanted hundreds of
BLL workers as convenors
gathered in the Birmingham
AUEW hall on Monday to
discuss the “improved’ offer
being put forward by the
General Secretaries. |
Three coachloads had
come up from Cowley and
hundreds had made their
way into town from Long-
bridge. They vented thelr
fury on Alex Kitson, the
Acting General Secretary of
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popular Cowley convenor,
gave an assurance that he
would move a motion for
rejection of the deal.
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previous few days—Sell-out
merchant! Scab! they

- shouted.

AUEW chief negotiator
Ken Cure—the most open
advocate of  surrender—
wisely avoided the lobby and
sloped in round the back
way. »

The lobbyers burst mnto
‘the main hall and refused to
leave until Bob Fryer, the

 the TGWU, who had It was a show of rank and
{ managed to face both ways  file involvement that con-
| at once throughout the  trasted sharply -with the

behind the scenes negotiat-
ing that had taken place over

the previous days.
The lobbyers waited out-

side for three hours before
they finally heard the out-
come of the meeting—-a
recommendation for rejec-

Bob Fryer

worker
stand outside with no infor-

- tion. S

As one angry Cowley
commented, ‘“We

mation while they talk. In
Poland there’d be a loud-
speaker out here so we all
knew what is being said.”

Jim Denham reports on t'he.Longbridge'miliita-hts'wverdic’t -

ON Monday at Longbridge,
the ~mood. after the close

like the Mirror’s headline
“Go back to work says
union boss Duffy” made it

Bob, a TGWU steward
from  the  experimental

the '- files ‘and documents

" from the plants proves that™.

Billy, a Sheet Metal

vote  .to accept  the department, joined the dis- | | _

improved” offer was bitter. worse. But the weakness of  cussion: “You.can’t blame Workers’ steward from the
Most vyorkers-, including  Duffy and XKitson Wwas the members. They showed  West Woiks, gave his analysis
those who’d voted for accep- decisive. Kitson and the  their willingness to fight at “We haven’t yet got an OIg-

tance. headed straight home,

glum faced.
Some bravely returned to

TGWU were if anything even
worse than the AUEW.
Duffy was at least honest.
But Kitson never made his

the first mass meeting. It
was when the General Secre-
taries stuck their noses in
that the members became

anisation in the plants cap-
able of taking an initiative
independently from the off-
icials. But the events even

the picket line refusing to

accept defeat until the  position clear. It makes me  discouraged and confused. after the general secretaries’

convenors’ meeting later that sick to read the front page - intervention show a substan-

day. of the TGWU Record saying Ph.l . tial minority is developing
they’ll support all those who ilosophical who are willing to fight on

Most ‘gathered in the
‘stewards’ hut’ to drink tea
and carry out a post-mortem
on yet another defeat.

fight the 4% limit. We should
demand to know why they
didn’t apply that policy at

I think Kitson and Boyd
are scared of a fight with the

regardless of the officials.
Unfortunately, the maj-

ority are still geared to offi-

cialdom. We give the Duffys

| BL.” Tories.”
: A finisher in CABI The only dissenting view  and the Kitsons a power
Leadership agreed. “We lost this time  came from Dave, a TGWU  they should never have.
because of the national steward in CABI who Logically, we’ve now got

~“We’re sick as pigs,” said
Pat, an inspector from the

leadership or lack of it. No-
one thought the new deal
was any good. But after all

belongs to the Communist
Party: ‘“No, that isn’t true.
You could blame the leader-

the ingredients for building a
strong rank and file move-
ment in the plants. What’s

AD1. “Lack of leadership
was the number one reason the secret talks and wheeler ship last year, but not this lacking is political answers to
for this. The media campaign dealing over the weekend, time. You can’t lay the  the closure threat™.
| people -obviously felt con-  blame anywhere but with
fused and demoralised.” the members. We know -
- | New layer

owley women angry

Steve Akers and Rachel Lever report from Cowley’s picket lines
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we re going to get some-

thing we're not. Bonus
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‘“We have got to make
a stand, because Edward-

said Ken. “"our governing

- zve Deen moTe reassuring

”-'I'here should be more
pressure by the TUC on

break the unions. I we

got to stand together and
fight together. Picking us

to know if they are going to
settle for four per cent.

JOHN HA RRIS

Bring to order '

had changed his views over
the last few weeks. “‘I wasn't
a militant in the past but I
do care about a decent job

makes me a militant, then
so be it. What we’ve got to

Duffy’s no good, but the
members just didn’t have the
bottle when it came to it.”

Pete, an AUEW steward

East Works. “I’m obviously
very disappointed, but it's
not the end of the struggle,

ly frichtened by the militan-
cy that the blokes showed.

Les, a T&G member from

the West Works, echoed this
view:

ials. We’ve got to be willing

. : : from the West Works,
active pickets at Longbridge, attitu § > . drawn a lot of previousl
a T&G steward from the P y

apathetic people into action,
and opened their eyes. The
picketing on the West Works
gates was fantastic all
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miThe 7 = s Dot 3 e TE DT TESIGEITE TOT ] It d wanttohavea ’ and a living wage. If that lsfc; ;hg d?:agrl(rilgs vgas obvious- through Monday, including
4ge. the night time, and into

Tuesday morning.
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| Trev tolé us what they nmg & s Wz wEDl woTEETY TESSQO — s iner betrayal must never be for- h Ifot%e w&' t}:Iink thiI; er that means fighting the
E thought of the so<alied money on che hasy rELS. 4" I e TacpezeC = _ ' gotten.” that. © Bd lierﬁt for more police on picket lines, or
? offer: ~'Nothing. nothing.  and that's what the ofoc- wod foroe mE EIVETD- Acc X oy AUEW and BOtﬁa };agtf: n’dgbet'cer think fighting the officials in
E* .-\;1 management want to 1als Shou.ld be nego(- mep! Sa.!'ﬁlg:: AWAV 0 1m i E ) uaifl ' %f’- the); try anything ‘ union meetmegs. L
io is make us believe that  jating’’. twice about DX SeppitE - T-¢ mumers thrashed ifge’ll'be out again without Now we’ve got to preven
| in'’ the guvernment. I'd hke fail” - these people becoming de-
| Akt > moralised and lapsing back

into passivity. That means
building a real grass roots

deals! We Cankinprotiluce es has taken on the unions e TUC o Zomley b . cen
100 per cent working there, - and weakened them at e government , Stale Gormley  has  set e more optimistic - Skl
E and we'd stil get nothingin  Cowley’’, said Alan. ‘‘Over another picket. ‘I dont{  miners review for later this “people put their faith in n}llovem_erll:t 1z:mc:1 expznd}ng‘

| 4 k,ow why there hasn’t month. He knows it could princes, or in this case offic- E (fmmit'te?’/ an ction®

the end.

the past four years we've

be dangerous if the miners

-All we get is empty seen it on the lines. Man- been’". , s . , :
promises in this place’’. agement tactics have been There was bitterness and ~ came out 1In support, not to fight alone in future.
5,_. anger that Edwardes’ only for us, but for their

? scheme! 43 pence!’’ t ta . , LLACR R

N Don't spend it all at g::)tion"? téke stronger and T&G members in solid- abl.hty 1{1 }h:l Labpur Party

t** laughed the others. « o 7 anty. — in political parties’’, said Edwardes this far is some-
vl gh The  others around ‘imhat’'s what should  Ken. “Well, you've got to thing. They’ll think twice -

Another woman joined
gs: “'Last week I got 43
pence out of the bonus

-] was going to send it off

to enforce policies without
evén consultation with the
unions. The officials have

agreed. ‘‘It's the people at

bullying was aot met by
the leadership with prom-

ises to pull out all AUEW

havé- happened in the first

wepmment's  aim- is to-

claim as well’".
““Everyone talks about
democracy and account-

ratk about democracy in the

Initiative

-But even challenging

. before trying this again. The
- management’s got-the wind

to a charity . | ' the officiale - wha D e - bt i :
4* De:misy' Kilgation toild - t*he. top, the officials. Wt yjgce™, ~seid Ken. *“The unions as well. It goes-ih’ " - " oot e Wit
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Committee

Most of the general secre-
taries agreed to the ‘revised’
offer put by Edwardes.
According to the press this
included George Guy of
the NUSMW, a member of
the Communist Party: when
Socialist Organiser phoned
the NUSMW, Guy was un-
available for comment.

Alex Kitson of the T&G
refused to make a
recommendation.

Since the offer could be
rejected only on the basis of
a determined struggle against
Edwardes and the Tories,
this silence meant support
for the new proposals.

Sir John Boyd (acting for
Duffy), along with Frank
Chapp
wanted the strike called off
while the ‘offer’ was con-

‘gsidered at the. convenors’
conference on Monday and -

the mass meetings on Tues-

~day.

Murray said he supported

the deal because it was “pre-
mature to take on the gov-

ernment’®. Boyd said he
would have nothing to do
with any fight with the gov-
ernment.

The Joint Negotiating

(of convenors

ETRAYAL!

le and Len Murray,

Tuesday.

and full time officials), who
had been kept in the wings
for 12 hours, rejected the
deal and . insisted that the
strike went ahead while the
meetings were held.

But Edwardes had got
his foot in the door. He
had got fresh mass meetings,
which he had been calling
for all week, and now he had
the general secretaries on his
side.

The senior stewards met,
with the plants at a stand-
still and mass pickets on the
gates. Their meeting was be-
sieged by militant pickets
from [.ongbridge and
Cowley.

- Under this pressure they
voted 210 to 13 to reject the
offer and recommend the

continuation of the strike.

Their decision was an
important principled stand,
but in the event was not
enough to nullify the effect
of the general secretaries’
betrayal. '

And in the big Long-
bridge plant, convenor Jack
Adams gave a very weak call
for continuing the strike at
the mass meeting on
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BL. workers have there-
fore returned to work
betrayed but not defeated.
They are like an army who
got half way out of the
trenches, but were ordered
back by their generals before
the real battle could begin.
Edwardes has once again
been saved by the intervent-
ion of the trade union

leaders.

The sell-out formula is
actually worse than the
original offer, since one of
the ‘concessions’ agreed was
a commitment to negotiate a
new procedure agreement —
the one Edwardes has been
trying to get in for the

past year, which contains
far-reaching no-strike
clauses!

- Despite  their victory,

which has serious implicat-
ions far beyond BL as far as
Thatcher’s four per cent pol-
icy is concerned, manage-
ment was shaken by this
strike.

At Cowley they were
panicking so much they sent
managers to leaflet the mass
meeting at the gates. And
Edwardes had put back the

.
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claim adopted and then to help develop the strike.
‘Niwiit will be working to draw out the lessons
¢ayal-and organise to prevent repetitions.
antict: Leyland Action Committee, 194
y Oak, Birmingham 29. ~
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—from front page

sacking threat for the second
time.

But that is little consola-
tion to BL workers facing
low wages and harsh condi-
tions in the plants now.
They must very seriously
examine the roots of their
betrayal. |

A new drive must be
made into the BL unions
for democratic reforms
which will tie the leadership
to the decisions of the mem-
bership. A fight must be
waged, despite the commit-
ment to the new procedure
document, for a democratic
negotiating structure which

will not allow itself to be’

pushed aside by the general
secretaries.

The BL sellout also und-
erlines the need for demo-
cracy in the unions, and the
replacement of leaders like
Duffy, Cure, Hawley and
Kitson by those who are

prepared to fight in the
interests of the working
class. -

And throughout the

Jabour movement, the sell-
out of the BL workers by
Duffy and Kitson and the
general secretaries must be.
condemned.

TheLevland Action Committee brought togethér"~
itants from different BL factories to get the £20 -
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BY BETRAYING the BL workers, the union
leaders have betrayed the whole working

class.
The sell-out has an obvious and immediate

impact on the pay struggle in the public
sector.

Millions of workers up against Thatcher’s
4% pay limit had looked to BL as the spear-
head of the struggle to defend living
standards: some might well have been able to
use the BL strike as a means of strengthening
their fight for strike action. ~

Now many will be discouraged, fearing
isolation and similar betrayals at the hands of
their union leaders. S

In the private sector, too, the sell-out will

have an impact. BL had emerged at the fore-

front of claims in the car industry and in

engineering as a whole.

Now the abject capitulation of union
leaders has given every employer the green
light to follow Edwardes’ example and stand
firm on offers well below the rise in the cost
of living. - |
" "But the setback is not restricted to the
wages front. Trade union rights will come¢
under fire throughout British industry. In BL
itself management will forge ahead with- still
more attacks on shopfloor union organisation
_including. a new procedure agreement
involving no-strike clauses. S

“And the labour movement as-a wWhole will
_bear:the price of thé’_‘u’n.ioﬁ‘leadgrs’é?Sélbotag-e‘ .
1:of an.opportunity to mount a siruggle that -
could, by .drawing in other sections, have-

- {-chauenged and defeated-the Thatcher govern:

me I.}‘t’l (o

tdeny,

I LM TE aigra e P e o T
;i 4 hatcher Jerself ‘heard; ot the betrayal at ..
Bl..\ghu&;pyt\ting the finishing touches to her . .

'.'n‘ » -
. . < - £ ot K
s w et A .- L0 . }‘

vy 4 “' T '..".-., LY MR - ‘.E‘\ ' ._-. . e
‘Socialist Organiser, Thursday 5 November 1981 Pag

speech for the reopening of Parliament t
(Wednesday).

At the forefront of the latest packa
anti-working class policies tabled for
session of Parliament are savage new
against the unions.

Queen’s Speech

The Queen’s Speech is expected to o1
plans to open unions up to claims for dar
for losses caused by strikes; to step upr
to break up the closed shop and inc
compensation paid to workers sack e
refusing to join a union;.and to legalis
wholesale victimisation of “disruptive g
of workers™. |

The BL mass picketing in defiance ¢
provisions of Prior’s Employment Actv

- demonstrated that action by the W

class can sweep aside such legislation: bt
betrayal of this struggle will spur o1
Tories and employers to legisiate and tc

sider using their new anti-union laws, re¢

on the same timid union leaders to hold

any resistance. ,

Among the other Tory plans are
shackles on council spending, attack
nationalised industries and an assault o

rights of private tenants.
On top of this will come a new barr:

spending cuts. S

Such attacks could have been halted:
still can be halted by mass action of the:
ing class. Even Edwardes was forced to
draw his most extreme threats in the fe
the BL strike. ... - L

.....

The BL.experie cegonflrms that a It

. L

ship -is ‘needed that is, prepared to cor

S S X

and . defeat _the , Tofies: W& -urge It

angered by the seHut 10 juin with us
fight to build such a feadetship. -
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E('E'NTLY , Prime Minister
bert Mugabe of Zimbab-
has tound it necessary to
ion a rally tour of parts of
nbabwe to try to recover
 failing support for his
rernment  and ZANU
V.

 These rallies have iven
pabe the chance to use
the same radical
ptoric which won him such
pe electoral support from
P oppressed masses.

' He speaks to them in
jona, the language of the
pgority of those who voted
him. Previously, when
pgabe and others of his
nisters  have spoken In
a, they have won

ndamental improvements
-the hiving standards of the
ss of black working
ople.

More than once such
ifiant and militant state-
pnts have been followed
otticial government state-
pnts in English, assuring
whites and the bosses
at the government did not
pliv intend to take all the
id from the rich land-
fners, that workers in the
ctories would not immed-
elv get a living wage.

Rhetoric

. We do not know whether
ich ‘corrections’ have also
pen made in Shona to the
jasses. [t seems less than
kely. But whatever the

»toric of Mugabe and his

pvernment, it is precisely
pcause the promises are not
ping translated into reality
hat it is now necessary for
m, not so long “after his
pormous electoral victory,
have to tour those regions
here he could once rely on
ost total support.
' Each day the balancing
ft on which he tnes to
intain his position is com-
pe under greater and greater
hallenge. A government

and to be there to meet all
he needs of the masses, and
the other, promises to
jotect the property ‘and
gofits of the’capitalists 1s
vays attempting to achieve
n impossible balance.
L When capitalist property
»mains more or less intact,
s is the case in Zimbabwe,
bhen the capitalists have

phich claims on the one

Nnews:

.heir own representatives
sitting in the cabinet, when
the forces of the state are
used to proect private
property, then the govern-
ment, whatever 1t says oOr
promises, is a bosses’ govern-
ment.

That always was the case
with-  Mugabe’s bosses’
government.. [t 18 now
coming to be seen to be the
case. Workers and peasants
arc seeing before them a
government which sends out
the police if they strike, the
army if they try to occupy

Mugz o
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land. And at the same tune, .

their daily standard of living
is - continuing at  the same
appalling level without any
sign - of the improvements
which Mugabe and ZANU
promised. | -
Mugabe tries to attract
investment through creating

~and maintaining conditions
-of productivity. He uses the

resources of his government
capitalists
watching that the capitalists
already investing inside Zim-
babwe are reaping profits
from their iInvestments.

And the profits of any
capitalist come only from
the exploitation of workers
—particularly in a situation
such as Zimbabwe where
technology is limited and
concentrated in a few areas

of production, capitalist
profits must mean cheap
labour.

- That is what Mugabe has
really set as his task when
he talks about attracting

invesiment
iIMI‘ loans.

Restricted

In these circumstances,
the reforms which Mugabe
undertakes have to  be
severely restricted and make
no real impact on the stan-
dards of living ot the masses.

Inflation is rising -pres-
entlv at more than 207%.
The unemployment
Smith remains more or less
anchanged.

The redistribution of the
iand. a2bsolutely  central 10
\M.zab2's sppeat 10 the muss
At meaole without lund or
FRSaE i the ~ural a7Ras,
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~ship continues

and search for
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whether unused or even
land used by big
landowners—and defy the
attempts of Mugabe’s
government to move them.

For  thousands who
fought against Smith, for
" millions who listened to.

- Mugabe’s promises of radical

change, the fact that their
own.daily poverty and hard-
( creates a
climate of growing confusion
and dissatisfaction.

Crawl

climate makes it
turn for the

This
possible in
rejected
opportunists of yesterday to
crawl out of their holes and
try to pose as the champions
of the masses ~ against
Mugabe’s government today.

Muzorewa and Sithole,
who joined Smith’s govern-
ment, have both been greatly
increasing their  political
activity over the last few
months.

But for the moment, at

least. Nkomo, with his
ZAPU party holding a
minority of cabinet seats

and himself owning ¢nor-
mous amounts of land is
probably too wedded to
both to take the great risks

of any real attempt to build

the growing  opposition
against Mugabe.

The bosses sitting In
Mugabe's government and

controlling the
view the developing political

instability with a great deal

of trepidation. Mugabe has
never been the first choice of
the  imperialists and  the
capitalists.,

Hix election, over therr
*noured  stooges, was A

~:#»v blow to their direct

1 1 ) |

reactionaries and

economy -

MUGABE'’S REGIVE
IGHTENS SCREWS ON

el

control. He still remains in
their eyes, far too easily
able to mobilise a mass base
against them again,

They will try to keep
their options open. At the
moment, there is at this
stage no real alternative for

the imperialists to promote.

But in a sense there is no
need for them to ftry to
promote any alternative.
For, since he has come to

power, Mugabe has been able -

to do what Smith and
Muzorewa could never do
for the capitalists. He has
disarmed the guerrillas.

He has renewed the state

of emergency imposed by
Smith. He has banned all

demonstrations and marches

without the permission of
his government and the
police. He has made sure
that some of Smith’s cabinet
ministers are still sitting in
the cabinet today. |

He has appointed one of
Smith’s generals to head the
army. His ministers have
warned workers that strikes
will not be tolerated. And
over the last week, it has
been Mugabe who has sent
Smith’s old police to arrest
hundreds of strikers.

Threat

Mugabe argues that the
repressive measures he has
taken are necessary to guard
against the threat of reac-
tion—both from the right

~ wing inside Zimbabwe, and

the South African army on
the border, and the South
African agents operating
inside.

He is correct to se€ a
threat from these SOurces.
South African agents have

- fought, -

JIM FARNHAM looks at the developments in
Zimbabwe since Robert Mugabe’s landslide

election victor -

just murdered an ANC leader
in Zimbabwe. South African
troops are terrorising parts
of Angola, South African
troops occupy Namibia.

The generals who sit in
the apartheid regime of the
South African bosses are
ready to use any measure of
brutality and barbarism to
protect stability (i.e. capital-
ist rule) in Southern Africa.

Stretch

But the Southern African
rulers are not ready to
further stretch their army,
whicti has enough to do
already and®is faced with the
growing development of
struggle by black workers
inside South Africa.

They would be reluctant

to take on the still militant

and relatively mobilised Zim-
babwean masses.

~ Of course it remains a
real threat, and will become
more real the more desper-
ate the South African rulers
become.

But there 1s only one
way that this threat can be
only one force
strong enough to destroy it—
the strength of the workers
of Zimbabwe, united with
the peasants and ‘drawing on
the strength of the black

workers of South Africa.

Shoot

Mugabe talks about a
‘mass militia> of armed

. workers and peasants. But

how does he act to arm
against' reaction? He sends
Smith’s army to disarm the

guerrillas with the help of .
British ~ imperialist

troops,.
and gives them the right to
shoot on sight any worker.
or peasant with a weapon.
His actions create exactly
the confusion and growing
dissatisfaction which make it
possible for the reaction-
aries to start looking for any
kind of popular support.
Mugabe is under enor-
mous mass pressure. He can
not ignore it if he is to main-
tain his position. |
This makes it possible
that he will zig-zag from

increased repression to new,

limited reforms. But while
capitalist ~ property  and
profits are being protected,
the scope for reform is
minute. |

Marxists will support any
progressive measures forced
on Mugabe, but at every
point promote the indepen-
dent strength and organisa-
tion of workers, necessary to

defend any gains and extend

them so that human needs
are met.

Topple

At the moment, the reac-
tionaries have nothing like
the strength necessary to try
to topple Mugabe. The big
capitalists do not have the
political will and confidence
to move in that direction in
an effort to re-establish their
direct control of the govern-
ment through the Smiths

and Muzorewas.

Mugabe and some of his
Ministers now speak more
and more openly of the
possibility (sometimes the
‘necessity’) of a one-party
state. There is no doubt that

they will try to present this

as a measure to clamp down
against the forces of reac-
tion. a

In the same way they

have already presented their -

recent moves to clamp down
on meetings, demonstrations

and rallies as being aimed at

- campaign, to

the Muzorewa and Sithole

- right-wing.

But the reality has
already become unmistak-
ably clear. Hardly had new

- measures of control been

announced than they were
being used against strikers,
with several hundred being
arrested. |
The nurses and teachers
on strike are amongst the
most articulate and organis-
ed in Zimbabwe. Their strike
represents much more than
their own anger at the lack
of improvements in their
living standards  under
Mugabe’s government. It is a
sign of the deep under
currents of anger and dissat-
isfaction building up right
throughout the working class
and amongst the peasants. |
Mugabe’s recent measures
to tighten control have also
included the formation of a

‘new crack police unit, under

his direct command.

' Poverty

“
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- The situation is not
getting better. The nurses
and teachers face real
poverty and hardship, but

they are not the most
oppressed or poverty-
stricken people in Zim-

babwe by a long way.

There is a real danger
that they will be portrayed
as the rich and fat of the
cities, trying to get more
for themselves at  the
expense of those in the
countrysitde  who gIow
poorer and poorer. -

Through presenting suc
4 distortion of reality,
opportunists can use the
current situation to rally
support in the countryside,
directing it against urban
strikers. .

" It is exactly the condi-
tions of scarcity and confus-
jon which are develdping in
Zimbabwe today in which
the oppressed and exploited
can be turned against each
other—those in the country-
side against those in the
towns. Only a bold political
unite in
struggle the workers and
peasants of the rural areas
with those in the towns can

 remove that danger.

If they fight behind a
revolutionary programme
“which will draw the peasants
into struggle behind their
leadership, the workers of
Zimbabwe can move forward
to carry their gains already
won in struggle through to
the struggle for the only
solution which can meet the
needs of the masses—the
defeat of the capitalists and
the bosses government under
Mugabe, and the building of
socialism and a workers and
peasants government, as part
of the Southern African and
world revolutions.

To move in this direc-
tion workers need their own
revolutionary party, based at
every point on the indepen-
dent strength and interests
of the working class.

- This means independence
from the bosses, to whom
Mugabe is trying to tie
workers in ‘participation’-
style collaboration commit-
tees; independence from the
petty bourgeois forces who

_lead ZANU and ZAPU and

act to promote their own
careers at the expense of
workers; independence from
the forces of the state which
Mugabe presents  as
defenders of the masses, but

" uses against workers and

peasants in struggle; indepen-
dence from the bureaucrats
who are seeking to €stablish

"'a trade union bureaucracy

from above.
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THE Presidium of Solidar-
nosc has called upon its ten
million members to immed-
iately cease all strike action

“The economic situation
is critical. On the one hand,
numerous problems continue
to remain unresolved and
lead to injustices and provo-
cations which only heighten
public indignation. On the
other hand, there are protest
actions of a  wildcat"
character . . .

“Wishing to salvage all
that we have gained as a
trade union and to safeguard
the possibility of carrying
out actions which are not
contrary to society’s
interest, we therefore call on
the members of Solidarnosc
to cease immediately ail
s:trike action.”
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- TT WAS revealed last week

The three-hour general
strike called officially last

Wednesday by the Union’s

Presidium, has not quenched
the desire of the rank and
file workers. In fact, of the
49 provinces, 23 either still
have strikes or are planning

- some strike action in the

proximate future.

Continuing food short-
ages, the breakdown of the
distribution system and the
shortages of fuel and other
heating materials, which will
become more and = more
urgent as winter comes into
its own—are sweeping apart
the last remnants of the
Polish workers’ and farmers’
patience.

One of the main justifi-
cations for the new appeal
to the union’s membership
is that the union risks

Spanish troops
out!

ise capitalist control over

“losing the support of the
population: the realisation
of the wunion’s political
objectives will become com-
pletely void of all meaning.”

On both accounts the
“justification” for the call to
end unofficial action 1s
erroneous. |

The wildcat strikes are
an expression of dissatistac-
tion with the moderate,
compliant politics of the
Walesa Jeadership. Rather
than popular anger becoming
dissipated and sapped, a new
deeper and fiercer wave of
protest and anger is sweeping
the country, threatening to

explode.
The riots in Katowice

and Wroclaw, the continuing
strike in the Jelenia Gora
district, ~demanding  the
replacement of a local Com-

Peru

LAST WEEK Peru’s Inter-

~ Solidarnosc

that the Spanish govern-
ment has sent 1000 com-
~ bat troops to Egquatorial
Guinea, which is a former
Spanish African colony.
The Spanish government,
and the bankerg and bosses
behind it, were involved
in the military -coup that
toppled the bloody dictator-
ship of Macias Nguema in
1979. -
The new military regime
under ILt-Col Teodoro
Nguema set out to stabil-

- FSLN

this impoverished country.
As the sending of imperial-
ist troops shows, this task
of disciplining the oppress-

ed masses, of crushing

resistance to terrible (and
worsening) poverty, cannot
be left to the neocolonial
puppet regime alone.

For the Spanish working

-class, the task is'to mobilise

the maximum supporting
action to help the working
people in their courageous
struggle. |

jails

ior Minister resigned from
the government, and Pres-
ident Belaunde  Terry
carried out a major cabin-
et reshuffle. This crisis in
the top ranks of the bosses’
government reflects the
underlying crisis of the
bosses’ rule in Peru.

The world capitalist crisis
is having a devastating
effect on the economy -—
inflation is at least 80%,

and rising; manufacturing

industry is suffering a

trade unionists

THREE bosses’ leaders
and four trade unionists
were last week sentenced to
seven months’ jail in Nicar-
agua for ‘undermining the
economy’. |

The policy of trying to
balance between the class-
es followed by the Sand-
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‘mass

inista leadership every day
weakens the position of the
working masses, and opens
up opportunities for the
bosses. This leadership was
swept to government by the
uprising of the
oppressed against the
bloody Somoza dictator-
ship — and then pro-
ceeded to act in defence of
the private property of the
anti-Somoza capitalists.
Mass pressure has forced

- the leadership to approve

some of the real reforms
that workers and peasants
have brought about
through their actions and
organisations. But all the
time it has remained tied to
an alliance with the bosses.

Action
While ' the government

“has been forced to take.
action against the more ..
‘open capitalist right-wmg-

ers, they have at the same

I B
L

time directed their main
force against the militant
workers and organisations
who seek to carry the revo-
lution through in the inter-
ests of the oppressed — to
the smashing of the capit-
alist system of profits, and
the building of a planned
socialist economy to meet
the needs of all people.

Emergency

The year-long state of
emergency recently declar-
ed by the government was

presented as a weapon ag-,

 ainst any sabotage of the

economy by right wing
forces. In fact, as the law
banning all strikes ({(‘eco-
nomic sabotage’) shows,
the main target is the work-
ing class.

- Many militants

Sandinista

sharpens, this repression
will escalate.. '

" resistance  of

have.
been arrested since the
leaders came- -
to power. As.the struggle

end strikes -

munist apparatchik and the

louder proclamations of
militants like
Jurczyk (runner-up in the
Solidarnosc leadership elec-
tions) of the need to pull out
of the Warsaw Pact, all
point in the opposite direc-
tion from Walesa’s prog-
nosis. | |

The union’s objectives
and political/social aims, can
only be those which the
rank and file desires to argue

.and fight for. Right now,

the rank and file in its hun-
dreds of thousands are
voting with their feet against
CP control in the factories

‘and farms and against the
deprivations they are daily

suffering—and, no doubt,

“against the plans the bureau-

crats, the Church and the
Solidarnosc moderates have
for dumping the burden of
putting the country back
together again on their

Crisis
severe crisis  of profits,
which has already led boss-
es to lay off thousands of
workers {one 1In seven text-
ile jobs have already been
destroyed).

Mounting

The anger, militancy and
, working
people is mounting. Union
leaders have been forced to
threaten the government
with = national = protest
strikes. Guerilla fighters

have stepped up their att-

acks on the army.

It is clear that many
other struggles and devel-
opments are not being
reported in the capitalist
press. In their increasingly
desperate efforts to control
the masses, the govern-
ment has already declared
martial law over some reg-
ions, and launched a wave
of repressive attacks.

Opportunist

The Interior Minister
resigned after the murder
of a student by police,
declaring that the ‘incident’
had ‘caused repugnance to
my democratic conscience ",

This opportunist, who has
long been happy to serve

the bosses in government,

now senses that the tide 1s

flowing strongly against

" Belaunde’s regime.

The working people can

never rely on such bosses’

politicians — no matter
how ‘democratic’ they try
to appear, their first con-
cern is always the protect-
ion of bosses’ rule, which 1s

~ the root of the poverty and
‘oppression forced on work-
ingpeople. -

Jim Farnham
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government, has
linto ministerial posts, the
head of the small Democra-
tic Party, Edward Kowakzyk -

- workers’

shoulders.
In a new government

reshuffle, General Jaruizel-

ski, trying to create a
“broader social and political
consensus”’  around  the

who will have the unenviable
task of sorting out.internal
trade, wages, etc; a leader of
the PAX movement, and
other assorted technocrats.

After months of angling
for a broad National Front
type government which
would have sufficient moral
authority as well as physical
muscle to impose order on
the country, the Stalinists
have had to temporarily
settle for this rather less
grandiose  “‘raprochement”
with soctety.

Refused
So far, the increasingly
independent Sejm (Parha-

ment) has, in exchange for
Walesa’s appeal, refused to
ratify Jerzelski’s request that

a statutory ban be imposed

on all future strikes and
industrial action.

Walesa’s appeal was
bolstered up by threats to
resign if it was not accepted
by Solidarnosc members,
and if Solidarnosc’s National
Commission—a much more

radical body than Walesa’s

virtually hand-picked Presid-
jium—was not prepared to
discuss disciplinary action
against leaders_of unofficial

strike actions.

Policing

The Presidium is openly
becoming a policing agency
for the bureaucracy within
the workers’ movement. The
victimisation of militants
would be a disastrous and
morale-destroying enterprise,
giving the initiative to the

bureaucrats and their
Moscow paymasters.
The Polish workers’

movement must reject all
such attempts by Walesa,
and tell both the bureau-
cracy and the Parliamentar-
ians that any passing of anti-
strike legislation will be met
with the contempt it
deserves. |

However—and this 1is
‘undoubtedly the gravest of
all problems—the wildcat
strikes and the new militant
wave must be channelled and
geared to the construction of
a durable, combative
power, taking over
the production, distribution
and maintenance of industry
and services.

Salvaging

Only by the eradication
of bureaucratic parasitism
and irrationality can a
workerss economic plan
provide the possibility of
salvaging the economy and
preventing the degradation
of our class.

So far, the power of the
workers has been like a veto,

- checking all initiatives taken

by the bureaucracy, and
levelling to dust their most
‘well laid plans.

If Poland is not to be
taken down the road of
bureaucratic salvation—
shackled in perpetuity to the

IMF and the World Bank,
this powerful veto must be

into an organised

turned ]
democratically

power,

" running society from local to

national government level.

e —————

Due to pressure of space, the
third part of John Lister’s
series of articles ‘Marxism

. and the Polish Revolution’

has had to be postponed.

co-opted
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‘Turkish cops in ¢

Turkish
- fascists

relieved

THE TRIAL of the leaderss
of the fascist National
Action Party (NAP) has been
one of the most sensitive
issues for the military junta
headed by General Evren.

Prosecutors have sought
capital  punishment of
around 300 fascist leaders of
NAP.

Also on trial were around
300 leaders and mihtant
members of fascist front
organisations, bringing the
total number to around 600.
- This combination (the
official party leadership tried
alongside militant fascists
who “are responsible for
murders and massacres of
workers, leftists and demo-
crats)
that heavier charges were
laid against the official party
leadership as well as greater

‘political discredit for the

Party.

But it didn’t go this way.
After the first sessions of the
trial, during which the prose-
cutor’s 1,000 pages of docu-
ments were detailed, the
judges decided that the 2835

fascist killers should be
excluded from the NAP trial.
Happy

Cumbhuriyet (a pro-RPP-
Ecevit paper with bourgeois
radical views) reported that
all the fascist leaders were
quite happy with this
decision.

Turkesh, the leader of
the fascist movement then

‘spoke in his own defence
prosecutor’s

against  the
document and claimed it was
prepared from a ‘“Marxist”
viewpoint.

He went further, and

~ threatened the prosecutors,

saying: “There is a
tomorrow of today” and “I
would not like to sacrifice
the prosecutors. And I don’t
think that these views are
their own product. 1 think
that this documentation was
prepared under pressure.”
These words amount, in

THE

SOCIALIST
REVOLUTION
LEON TROTSKY

| '30@p' from Socialist'Organiser,: ~
:28_Middle"Lane,' London N8 2

fascist

should have meant

TRANSITIONAL
PROGRAM FOR

terminology,
death threat. And it
understood as such. Ir
following session two o
judges resigned.

The fascist leaders
delighted by the resign
statements and cheerec
judges by saying ‘‘That
well done.”

This was obviously
as a victory for Turkesh

" the junta. But two V

later came a shock dec
by the Generals to
down the imajor right
newspaper, Tercuman.
But it was not onl
right wing which
attacked for criticising
Generals. |
RPP leader E
produced a critical rep
Evren’s speech introd

the decree to ban all po!
parties.
Ecevit now face

certain charge for this
ment. |

Meanwhile the jt
High Court of Arbitr:
which decided on all
tions of wages and wa
conditions has swung th
at workers’ living stand:

Referring to the j
phony figures for infl.
the court has cut the
increase already conced

The cuts range |1
much as 50%-—and in
factories money alread)
will actually be taken
in some instances W¢
face increased tax payi
for wage rises they wil
never receive!

As the Evren
balances between the |
of the fascists and the j
of the working class
plain that the main
are Turkey’s workers
peasants.

A revolutionary I
ship is needed to mc
these forces in the st:
to oust the junta, and
throw  the  crisisa
system which the Ge
and the fascists see
defend. |
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out, the police forces
ngland, Wales and Scot-

y executing attacks on

en and lesbians. :

[0 some extent this is

. surprising. Being gay
s {(at least partly)

2 sex. The police see

F job as exerting the sort

think it should have.
_ tlwo activities are incom-
. .

[t isn’t simply a question
v sex being illegal in
ordinary circumstances
h is the case), for
fish (and thus Welsh) law
ch that almost any act
be seen as illegal. The
enge to the police is
best to secure convic-

.- DisapprOVe

n this respect at least
| police don’t discriminate
fnst gays any more than
pnst other sections of the
pmunity of whom they
pprove.

At times it scems that the
} finds the prospect of
> gay sex so disgusting
g it may only take place
ween two men over 21 in
iplace where the most
»rmir.2d “member of the
plic’ cannot  possibly
21 without using a pick-

'For cxample, men have
bn convicted because they
sex in a locked- hotel
g — for hotel rooms
regarded as “not
wate” enough for the pur-
pe. 31t even this is not a
Je enough law for zealous
Icepe :0NS. .
Rec: :tly there have been
seu 'ons brought under
p 2 lic Order Act, which
s oposed to deal with
.scist demonstrations
. 1930s.

Lesbians -

' And pretty much any-
jng you do can be seen as
pehaviour tikely  to
pasion a breach of the
ace”, .particularly as there
no legislation which specif-
v restricts lesbians.

% Organise the left to beat back the Tories’ attacks! No to
defend the picket-line; no state
No to any wage curbs. Labour
jving standards and

' attacks on union rights:

finterference in our unions!
 must support all s_truggles for better 1

b conditions. |

 + Wage rises should at the very
L increases. For a prge: mn

l organisations, as the basis

Y DAY, week in and

are preparing and occas-

ntrol over society that

dex calcula

ist Organiser, Thursday 5 November 1981 ‘\Page 6

The Report of the Work-
ing Party on Community/
Police Relations in Lam-
beth*, on which I worked,
found evidence of police
harassment of gay people
which is typical of the cases

which gay organisations
come across.

For example, one gay
man told the working party:

“In October 1979 1 was
walking along Streatham
High Road in the early
morning with my lover. We
were holding hands as we

often do.

Walk

A police car went past us,
then stopped, and three uni-
formed officers jumped out.
They came towards us, and
one said ‘What do you think
you’re doing?’ I replied that
we were just going for a
walk, and he said ‘No, what
do you think you are doing?’
I repeated that we were
going for a walk and he said
‘Fhat’s against
obviously referring to our
holding hands. ’

I asked him which law it
was against, and he got a bit
flustered and said ‘Never you
fucking mind, don’t come
the cunt with me.’

' should apply to state benefits, grants and pensions.

= Fight for improvements in

for the unemployed.

= Defend all jobs! Open the

en closure or redundancies, . .
iers and bankers, to elected trade union committees.

occupation and blacking action to halt the closures. For
compensation

nationalisation . without

management.

= Freeze rents and rates.

= Scrap all immigration contr
racsor k<. The labour movement [
fxarists off the streets. Purge racists {

. and financial institutions,
. maierest burden on council

the social services, and against

cuts. Protection for thode services against inflation by auto-
i matic inflation-proofing of expenditure.
. supporting strike action to d

P g

> End unemployment, Cut

books df those firms that threat-

along with those of their suppl-
For

under

= VMake the bosses pay, not the working class. Millions for
hospitals, not a penny for: ‘defence’! Nationalise the banks
without compensation. End the
housing and other public services.

the law’,

least keep up with price
ted by working class
for clauses in all wage agreements
b (o0 provide automatic monthly rises in line with the true cost

of living for the workimg class. The same inflation-proofing

For occupations and
efend jobs and services.
_ hours, not jobs. Fight for a 35
L hour week and an end to overtime, Demand work-shan:ng

without loss of pay* Organise the unemployed — campalign

i for a programme of useful public works to create new jobs

workers’

ols. Race is not a problem:
t must mobilise to drive the
rom positions in the

—

going on.” |

But the police know that
this is one place where they
can get easy convictions and
they regularly drive across
the common searching for
gay men. One witness whose
home overlooked the com-
mon and didn’t know or
care about the gay sex said
of the police: |

“They would come punc-
tually at one o’clock, with
the searchlights beaming
across the common, going
pretty fast they were too.”

Priorities

So this was one of the
priorities of the Lambeth
police at the very time that
the SPG was being drafted
into Brixton to deal with
what they then described as
a large increase in crime.

The Working Party found
that generally—and particu-
larly in the case of black
people—the police attack on
the streets was complemen-
ted by their complicity in
attacks on the home. That 1s,
the police were reluctant to
take action on crimes com-
mitted against those whom
they harassed on the street.

“We walked on . . . about
5 minutes later the same
police car came down the
road and followed slowly
behind us . . . The car caught
up with us and one of the
policemen called out, ‘If you
don’t fuck off home where
you belong, we’ll give you a
good hiding. We don’t like
queers around here.”

We also had a reportofa
lesbian who had been
detained and harassed by
police at Waterloo Station
because she was wearing a
badge with a lesbian libera-

TWO RECENT = decisions

sexual rights into the news,

tion sigoan. and give hope that the issues
‘But the main police  may finally be being taken

attack is on us gay men who  seriously.

meet and enjoy sex in more *The FEuropean Court

has just ruled that Britain 1s

public places such as toilets. : : .
violating the rights of homo-

It has to be stressed that
such police activity is hardly
ever the result of a
complaint from a member of
the public. As one gay group
said of Streatham Common
where gay men meet to have
sex. . |
“You could walk over
that common at night and
never notice that it is going
on ... you can walk along  of !
official paths and see cigar- ists, led by lan Paisley and
ette lights almost like fairies his campaign to “Save Ulster
disappearing in the dark. from Sodomy™.

You wouldn’t notice unless
you really know what 1s

ual acts are illegal there.
When Britain imposed
direct rule over the province,
legislation was drafted to
bring Northern Ireland into
line with' British laws on
‘homosexuality. But the law

Vhere we stand

labour movement. Organise full support for black self-
defence. Build workers’ defence squads.
* The capitalist police are an enemy for the working class.

Support all demands to weaken them as a bosses’ striking

force: dissolution of special squads (SPG, Special Branch,
MI5, ete.), public accountability, etc.

*Free abortion on demand. Women’s equal right to work and
full equality for women. Defend and extend free state
nursery and childcare provision. | -

* Against attacks on gays by the state: abolish all laws which
discriminate against lesbians and gay menj; for the right of the
gay community to organise and affirm their stand publicly.

* The Irish people — as a whole — should have the right to
determine their own future. Get the British troops out now!
Repeal the Prevention of Terrorism Act. Political status for
Irish Republican prisoners as a matter of urgency. | |

* The black working people of South Africa should get full
support from the British labour movement for their strikes,
struggles and armed combat against the white supremacist
regime. South African goods and services should be btacked.
x 1t is essential to achieve the fullest democracy in the labour
movementi. Automatic reselection of MPs during each parlia-

ment and the election by annual conference of party leaders.

Annual election of all trade union officials, who should be
paid the average for the trade. |

* The chaos, waste, human suffering and misery of capitalism
now — in Britain and throughout the¢ world — show the
urgent need to establish rational, democratic, human control
over the economy, to make the decisive sectors of industry
social property, under workers’ control. The strength of the
labour movemeni hes in the rank- and file, Our perspective
musi be working class action to raze the capitahist system
down to its foundations, and to put a working class sociahist
alternative in its place — ralher than having our represent-
atives run the system and waiting for crumbs from the tables
of the bankers and the bosses. -

There was evidence that |

have brought the question of

sexual men in the North of
[reland. All male homosex-

was not introduced because -
pressure from the Union-

| It was the Labour govern-
ment which drew up the

text-book

this was precisely the case in
their dealings with gay
people. One gay man told
us that he had invited
another man, Steve, whom
he had met in a pub, to go
back to his flat.

Coffee

Whilst he was making
coffee Steve let two more
men into the flat. All three
then attacked him with a

knife, stole his money and

smashed up his flat.

He told us:

“There was blood all
over the place. The police
came straight away . . . (the
following day) 1 described
what had happened to me
and said I wanted to make
a statement.

. . . In answer to their
questions 1 stated explicitly
that there had been no
sexual contact between
Steve and -myselt. I was
asked how old he had been,
and [ replied that he was

20ish. (The Detective Con-
stable) then suggested that I
:should reconsider whether 1
~actually wanted to press on
with my complaint, which

surprised me. :

"He said that poofs were

all the Same, it was probably
a lover’s tiff and I could be
prosecuted  for  wasting

‘police time. He also said that

I ran the risk of being prose-
cuted if Steve was under 21.

The policeman who was
with him suggested that I

‘put it down to experience’

and told me that ‘in five
weeks time, when all your
injuries have healed up, then
you won’t be so mad about
it. Do you really want to
cause all this trouble.”

The police refused to
take a statement that day,
and indeed had only done
so when a witness went to
the police station with a
legal advisor. By that time it
was almost inevitable that
“Steve” and accomplices
would not bescaught.

Attack

In a separate incident,
when a drunken man had

“made a “murderous’ attack

on the houses of gay people
near the Railton Road Gay
Centre, the police detained

seven of the victims and

allowed the attacker to
return later to the same
house, this time armed with
a hatchet. This attack, and
others like them, was only

 SEXUA

hen even holding hands is
against the law™”

This week’s column from the Labour
Campaign for Gay Rights comes

from Chris Beer.

resolved by a group of gay
people finding out where the
attacker lived and threaten-
ing him with violence.
- Although these examples
are all culled from the Lam-
beth Report, they do not
reflect only the behaviour of
the police and gays in that
Borough. Gay organisations,
particularly the Gay Rights
Committee of the National
Council for Civil Liberties,
have files of similar incidents.
from many parts of the
country, |

Some cases are far worse
indictments of police
attitudes to gay people: the
cases in this article show the
general pattern. Next week
we will analyse the nature
of the police attack on
lesbians and gay men.

*Report of the Working
Party on Community/Police
Relations in Lambeth, pub-
lished in January 1981 by
the London Borough of
Lambeth, London SW2.

B e
Con"tﬁict Labour Campaign
for Gay Rights, c/o 61a

Bioom St, Manchester M1
3LY. |

‘OPPRESSION

legislation and then dropped
it in an attempt to get a
pact with the Unionists.

Of the four out of 19
judges in the European court
who voted against the
decision, one was the judge
from the Irish Republic
where homosexuality is also
illegal.

It certainly seems like a
illustration of
James Connolly’s prophesy
that the partition of Ireland
would lead to a ‘“‘carnival of
reaction” both sides of the
border.

*An industrial tribunal
ruled last week that Julie

Bigot FPaisley

S S L B

Hyatt, who gave up her

job because of her boss’s
persistent sexual advances,
was entitled to compensa-
tion for unfair dismissal.

This is the first decision
which recognises that victims
of sexual harassment at work
are entitled to legal protec-
tion. -

*According to a report

by the British Association

for the Study and Prevention
of Child Abuse and Neglect
at least four children are
sexually abused every 24
hours. Their figures explode
the popular myths about the
subject:  “Lolitas” and
strange men.

Three quarters of all
abuse is committed by rela-
tives and close family

friends. 40% of the child
victims are under 11 and
13% are under the age of 6.

~ Worryingly, the Report
points to the reluctance of
social workers to intervene
or even acknowledge the
situation. Their reluctance 1s
probably understandable,
though not defensible, in the
context of glorification of
the family and the overriding
need to “keep the family
together” which' clearly con-

flicts with the rights of
children to be protected
from assaults by their

fathers, uncles, etc.

The report also finds that
adults who had been sexual-
ly abused as children found
it particularly difficult to

form relationships which
combined attachment with
sexuality.

This seems to confirm a.
claim made by author
Andrea Dworkin that there
is a direct correlation
between incest and child
abuse on the one hand and
women going into prostitu-
tion. She claims 75% of
prostitutes surveyed were
incest victims. ,

Even if the figures are
open to dispute, the conclu-
sion of the reality behind
the “happy families’” myth is
pretty devastating.

*What civilised folk they
have at the Beeb! Dr Robert"
Burchfield has been investi-
gating BBC English and
advising on correct pronunci-
ation. The acting programme -

organiser of Radio Carlisie
‘object%d\% some of his

verdicts: “If we pronounced
everything the way suggested
here, our Northern listeners
would feel we’re a bunch of
poofters”. Never mind the
accents, feel the bigotry!




N - - B y 3 - . — " < - —— - - - —— - - —ro— ., D o e o SRS
W W T R e TITRNRETT T AT g VT Pyl TN - fo b e s WS e STV A T T L W v e ¥ RN T ey ey - gt Ve T Wremveae -
- - -V A D Sm— et - o o o

Socialist Organiser, Thursday 5 November 1981 Page '

~Labour Party————

IASS SUPPORT VERSUS

re

ORRIDOR POLITICS

-

Jeremy Corbyn
continues the
debate on

. whether anew
' ‘campaigning Left

demands to the trade AR
unions. | .

A Labour . Government e
will only be sustained in
office on massive rank and
file trade union support,
and that support cannot be
won and kept during a
three week election cam-
paign. It has to be sought
now, and this means taking

alliance is needed the ‘Rormel orbits * and
in the Labour O e “tione cant
party after the Hleii'vof:s eahgml?g: flla:;
Brighton lec helr delogations @
rence.
conference. d | politics because they felt

THERE CAN be no doubt
that the Left suffered some
setbacks at Brighton as a
result of massive media
coverage of the Right’s
activities aided by lavish
campaigning and resources
from their apparatchiks.
- The contrasts of the
Brighton results are clear to
see: Tony Benn’s near miss
in fact represents a massive
achievement for the cam-
paign — to lose by less than

one per cent after an unpre-

cedented media hatchet job
shows what support there is
in the labour movement for
a leadership determined to

carry out our policies.
e new NEC member-
ship amply demonstrate the

results of right wing corri-
dor politics and the farce of
‘left’ unions voting for right
wing candidates to get their

Right-wing on -
" the offensiv

BOTH the Labour right wing
and the new Foot-Kinnock

<centre’ are staking out the
ground for their strategies
after the Brighton Labour
Party contference.

The Manifesto Group of
55 right wing MPs sent a
deputation to Michael Foot

last Thursday (29th).

Many readers tell us
they think Socialist
Organiser has improved
greatly since we went
weekly. And our circul-
ation has improved,
100.

But it could improve
a lot snore if some of
the many readers who
like the paper, but only

take one copy for
themselves began taking
bundles.

We're offering

bundles of b each week
for 80p post free, and
bundies of 10 for £1.50

SUB

favoured person on.
However the constituen-

cy sections of the Confer-
ence voted 83 per cent for
‘Benn and solidly for many
of the policy changes —
much work still has to be
done in building support in
an organised way in the
constituencies, but the
priority of work and organ-
isation to get a leadership
that will carry out the pol-
icies must be in the trade
unions.

--The activities of umion
leaderships can be amply
demonstrated in the role of

They said they were
writing to Labour’s National
£xecutive demanding that
Pat Wall should not be
endorsed as candidate for
Bradford North-on no
apparent grounds other than
- Wall’s left-wing views. They
are calling for a purge of
‘Militant’ supporters from

post free. That's £9.60 {.ane, London NB8.
for three months for Please make cheques
bundies of 5, and £18" payable to Socialist
for bundles of 10. Organiser.

Regular subscription
rates are £4 for three
omths £ for six NAME....civerinrnrrases
months, and £12 for a Address....cceeeeeeninnans
year. |

From: Socialist
Organiser, 28 Middle — ercereseremnnsmmemmnemenes

SCRIBE !

the unions in voting for

" nuclear disarmament and

then supporting a candid-
ate for deputy leadership
who has promised not to
serve in a Labour Govern-
ment committed to this
policy. Quite clearly a large
number of union conferen-
ces took policy decisions at
their conferences and then
allowed their General
Secretaries and delegations
to cast the vital votes for
both the NEC and the
deputy leader of the Party.
The ¢rucial question is,
where do we go from here?

the Labour Party, and of left

wingers from NEC sub-com-

mittees.

Future

Manifesto Group
treasurer Ken Weetch said he
wanted ‘‘clear signals .

showing that the party was

r-————-—-——-
Ip us make our
circulation JUMP!
Take a bundle
of SO to sell!

If the polic

~altering

Party are to be carried out
and Labour voters are to be
given any confidence that
the Party means to elect a
Labour Government com-
mitted to fundamentally
, ownership and
distribution of wealth, we
must campaign for changes
in the PLP constitution and
in NEC membership.

A new campaigning body
is needed that will harness
the energies of all the
groups who supported the
deputy leadership
paign and will transfer the

Shore

going to be more, moderate
in future.” The right-wing

- MPs want “an accommoda-

tion”— ie. a watering-
down—on issues  like
unilateral disarmament,

incomes policy, and EEC

withdrawal.
Peter Shore—who owes

his tattered ‘left-wing’ repu-

gains of the

cam-

The first objective of any
campaign must be to gain
agreement on seven cand-
idates for the CLP section
of the National Executive,
twelve for the trade union

- section, and campaign for
the alteration of PLP rules

to end the position where
they are in effect above and
beyond the party.

The election of women

members to the NEC is an-

insult, where the union
block votes were used to

‘dominate this section with

members who show no
allegiance to the policies
of the women’s conference
and, with one exception, no
determination to even att-
empt to represent them.

The other objectives
must be to extend our
campaigning "and involve-
ment to all the groups who
became involved in the
deputy leadership cam-
paigh who had hitherto
not been involved in Labour

tation solely to nationalist
anti-EEC demagogy —follow-

ed up | _
demand _to ‘turf out the

Prots’ and an attack on -

‘organised subversion’ (1.e.
conference delegates voting
for policies Peter Shore
doesn’t like?)

There are a lot of signs
that Michael Foot is willing
to go along with “an accom-
modation’”’ on policy. He
and his co-thinkers, however,
want to couple that, not
with sweeping purges, but
with a cooption of the Left

into. the watered-down
consensus. .
Thus the support by

Foot, by general secretary

the next day with a

it was not relevant to them
— women’s groups, eth-
nic- minority organisations,
gay groups. This calls into
question the role and state
of Party organisation that
restricts affiliation . to a

 strictly limited sphere of

trade union and Part
branches and a sm

number of socialist
societies. |

The purpose of such

campaigning must be to

win people to the Labour
Party to enforce the carry-
ing out of Party policy by

electing leaders who are

prepared to do that.

Mass support for the pol-
icies of the Party and a det-
ermination to them
out will not be achieved
by wheeling and dealing in
conference corridors but
only by a thoroughgoing
campaign at all levels.

[°¢ This article previously
appeared in the November
‘London Labour Briefing’]

Foot

NEC majority, for keeping
Tony Benn as chair of the
Home Policy sub-committee,
and for changing the sub-
committees’ make-up only
slightly. | |
The two policies can, of
course, mesh together—the
‘centre’ can offer coopera-
tion in the NEC and the

Shadow Cabinet in

‘exchange’ for accommo-

‘dation on policies.
Minimum

Everything will be done
to brand firm insistance that
conference  policies  are
carried out as extremism.
But in reality that insistence
is the bare minimum the

Ron Hayward, and by the , left must fight for.

. ’ ¢ .

BRADFORD North Labour
Party GMC has registered a

‘sizeable step forward with

the ousting of arch right-

-wing MP Ben Ford.

Connected with a string
of reactionary dictatorships
and sporting a wallet full

‘of business interests, Ford

has held the seat for 17
years. |
The GMC delegates
voted 35 to 28 in favour of
recommending Pat Wall,
president of Bradford
Trades Council and a lead-
ing Militant supporter.
This setback for the
Right comes at a time when
Bradford West MP Edward
Lyons has already desertec
Labour to join the SDP,
along with a small numbe:
of old-time reactionaries
The remaining right wing
are beginning to clof
around Councillor Mahor
(of buy your own counci
house fame) in a newly
formed ‘Democratic Group
whose prime aim is to hal
the influence of Militant.

‘Squaring
Ford, ever master of th
understatement, comment
ed that the result was ‘no

entirely unexpected’
presumably squaring to the

reality that only six trad

union branches or Labou
wards supported him, com
pared with around 2

. supporting Wall.

Delegates were doubt
less motivated by Ford’
cynical  disregard  fo
accountability, his vote fo
Healey despite GMC views
and his continuing suppor
and membership of the all
party group on Namibi
in the teeth of public de
nunciation by the GM!
from its last meeting.

Despite his long associa
tion with the Right of th
party, Ford was able t
begin his contribution b
waving a letter from Mich
ael Foot testifying to hi
‘good works’ in the Comur

ons over the years.
Sheaf
His twenty-minut

speech, meticulously res
out from a sheaf of note
paper, was an A to Z «
reaction, extolling th
‘Englishman’s character
defending. the realm, d
crying mandatory resele
tion, and, of course, callin
for a united party.

Since the selection mee
ing Ford has announced h
intention to appeal to ti
NEC against the decisio:
and the right wing Man
festo group of MPs he
signed a letter calling @
the NEC to refuse !
endorse Wall. It is essen
ial that all socialists defer
Bradford North’s selectior

BARRY TURNE
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Hungarian workers’

1981 marks the 25th Anniversary' of the
uprising,

which was

brutally suppressed by the tanks of the

Kremlin bureaucracy.

| JII_VI FARNHAM looks at the lessons of a
heroic struggle which has served as a land-
mark of the post-war fight for the revolution-
ary overthrow of Stalinist rule. B .

THE POWER struggle in the
Soviet Union following the
death of Joseph Stalin In
March 1953 was more than
a simple matter of succes-
sion: it marked a crisis of
political control  which
reached an agonising climax
in the Hungarian revolution
of 1956.

- Militant working class
opposition - to Stalinist
oppression grew throughout
the early years of the decade
and it found more space as
divisions within the ruling
bureaucracies became
clearer and resulted in vacil-
lating contradictory strate-
gies within the Stalinist
states.

The bureaucracies of
Eastern Europe were totally
dependent on the USSR for
their power; inevitably they
were demoralised and weak-
ened by the purges and para-
noia which followed the
Yugoslav bureaucracy’s 1948
bid for independence from
Moscow.

As the Soviet bureau-
cracy struggled through the
crisis of this period (partic-
ularly on how to control the
working class—whether
through a continuation of
Stalin’s terror or a pro-
gramme of economic and
social reform) the satellite
rulers were made particularly
‘vulnerable. -

When Moscow sneezed,
Budapest and Warsaw caught
a cold—were in -danger,
moreover of succumbing to
pneumonia. The conflicting
signals from the Kremhn
made them confused and
irresolute.

And the working class,
which had no need of
Kruschev’s - ‘secret speech’
denouncing Stalin to make
them aware of the truth of

his three decades of dicta-

torship, were showing every
intention of
changes beyond anything
dreamed of by Kruschevite
reformists.

Berlin
strike 1953

The first unquestionable
—zxor signal came three
—.-=~<»z z°ter Stalin’s death,
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prutally crushed uprising.
But the reformist wing of
the Polish CP, under Gomul-
ka. better organised and
prepared than their Hungar-
an equivalents were (O

ve, was able to come to a
deal with Kruschev and to
abort the threatening Polish

claiming -

_

revolution with a combin-
ation of reforms and repres-

" slon.

But in Hungary it took
the military might of Soviet
invasion, many months and
tens of thousands of lives
to destroy the workers
revolution that began on the
streets of Budapest on
October 23, 1956.

In a liberal echo of the
S-3—ist lies that the Hungar-
T T ooEiTicn Was an antk

-
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Termceee 3t e mops eentiafly
: —owemaen: of the Hungar-
1an intelligentsia and
students, reaching for ‘intel-
lectual freedom’ and the
other ‘freedoms’ that decor-
ate bourgeois democracy.
Many . intellectuals and
students did rally to the
revolution; for the most
part, though, the intelligen
gia had rallied to the grow-
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Toppled statue of Stalin—-symbol of workers’ struggle

ing Opposition movement
incorporating reformist ele-
ments among the bureau-

cracy—centred on Imre
Nagy. i '
Before October, this

Opposition was the loudest
and most obvious symptom
of resistance to oppresssion,

acting in the space created

by an irresolute government
and an increasingly militant
working class.

But during and after the
strugeles of October most of
the Oppositionists were left
in the ante<hambers o7
Parliament—bewildered and
indignant at the revolution-
ary reality which was rising
above their plans for an

orderly reform of Stalinism.

October ambks November
saw a genuine working class

revolution, originating in the

misery and oppression of the
masses. It was born in the
factories and mines, and

fought by workers on the
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streets and in the indepen-
dent councils they created.

- Student
demonstration

Y et the immediate, defin-
itive start to the revolution
was made by the students of
Budapest. Their meeting on
22 October included a
resolution that went beyond
the timid reformism of the
Writers Unwoon and the intel-
aotual Pero: Circle.
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fighting: an INUTEINT

The enormous slatue of
Stalin, glowering over the
city, was toppled—but only
when workers arrived with
acetylene torches.

That incident 1s in many
ways a sufficient illustra-
tion of the revolution and its
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essentially proletarian

nature. |

By the following day,
Budapest was a theatre of
war: Soviet troops entered
the city in the early morn-
ing, as they were to enter all
the industrial centres of
Hungary as the revolution
spread.

Workers and  youth

. armed themselves from arms

stores and barracks: the
Hungarian army, from the
earliest stages, seems mostly
to have handed over its
w22p0ons when it was unsure
-7 11s -obke. Increasingly, the
<xdx-: »ould come over to
-z @i o7 The mOTKErS.
Fenims tends soaeasad
the Soviet tanks and the
loathed political police. the
AVH. in the stre®ts. More
or less organised, inadequate-
ly armed, these bands had at
their service a determination
and 1 courage born from
the strength and solidarity of
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a class fighting for 1ts human
needs.

One commander recalls
a tram conductress in his
fighting group, who kept her
hand grenades in the pouch
used for carrying tickets
and money. She lobbed
three grenades at a Soviet
tank and missed. “Then she
must have got mad. A
Russian officer appeared in a

turret for a moment. She

ran forward, clawed her way
onto the tank, but to make
sure she waited until she had

‘almost reached the turret

before she blew up the tank
—and herself.” |
- The Hungarian bureau-
cracy brought to power Imre
Nagy (pronounced Imreh
Noyj)—the darling of the
reformists, and a man whose
large personal  prestige
among the masses was to
diminish steadily in those
bloody revolutionary days.
Nagy promised much—
on condition that the
workers ~would abandon
their weapons and bring to
an end the general strike that
had halted Hungary’s

factories. The government

even recognised the factory
eouncils—it hoped to restrict
them by bringing them

under the influence of the -

bureaucracy’s trusties. .

But the workers were .

reachinz for power, though
they were only beginning to
realise it, as#the national
insurrection grew into a prol-

etarian revolution. Workers’

councils in the factories had
proclaimed workers’ control

there.

Hungarian demonstrators burn portrait of Stalin

Workers in the streets |
were fighting to control their |
lives, learning that this
meant control over govern-
ment and all political
matters as well as over the.
economy. Their delegates,

~they knew, were not in

Nagy’s coalition cabinets of -
‘National Unity’, but in the

factory and regional
councils. |
Dissolve

Parliament. .

From the most militant :
of these came the response '
that was to be the expression :
of the general mood: Nagy
would be supported—-to the-
extent that he adopted the
workers’ programme. The:
‘National Council’ of the
city of Miskolc, as well as
demanding the withdrawal
of Soviet troops, and an
economic programme 1o
satisfy the demands of
“workers, students, miners
and soldiers”, demanded
tha: |

‘The government must
propose the formation of a
Revolutionary National

" Council, based upon the

workers’ councils of the
various departments and
Budapest, and composed of

~ democratically elected dele-

gates from them; At the
same time the old parlia-
ment ritust be dissolved.”
Nagy, always the prisoner
of his own Stalinist buareau-
cratic politics, now became
the hostage of the révolu-

tion. As a reformist, he was
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¥ adequate to the revolution.!

‘But also he was forced to go

far in his promises in order!.

‘to distance himself from the
Soviet overlords: to the
Krenilin bureaucracy, too,
he was inadequate.
" On Sunday 4 November,
-after some days eof peace
when the streets had been
' deserted by the tanks and
the workers were being
- advised by their leaders to
end the general strike, Buda-
- pest was attacked for the
~ gecond time by Soviet arms.
| Stalinism came with as
great a ferocity and savagery
as counter-revolution has
been able to muster from
the putting down of the
 Paris Commune onwards; it
came with tanks blazing
phosphorus and shells, with
artillery and bomber air-
craft. Over the next four
days Budapest—above all the
working class districts—was
reduced nearly to ruins.
Many of the rank and file
- Soviet troops, enclosed in
~ their tanks, had thought at
. first - they were in Berlin
 fighting fascists. But the
fighting now was too deper-
ate to allow for any frater-
nisation—which must have
 been . the bureaucracy’s
greatest fear.

In. fact, after the first
Soviet attack, there had been
aibstantial. moves towards
fraternisation.  On 25
October, Parliament Square
witnessed what an American

journalist called ‘the’ most
joyous fraternisation
between a populace and
' foreign troops I had ever.
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Kruschey

seen.”
The joy had been ended

by provocative gunfire, prob-

ably from the AVH; and
rumours of massacre and
betrayal fractured the fragile
coming together of the com-

batants. The f{resh, misin-.

formed troops of the second
allowed no

wave were
chance of learning, with the
Hungarian people, of their
true common enemy.

Janos Kadar, formerly a
leading reformist in Nagy’s
government, now came to
power, astride a Soviet tank.
He called his regime the
‘Revolutionary Workers and
Peasants Government’—but
the Hungarians were only
tooc aware of the bureau-
cracy’s lying abuse of lan-

guage,

A striking factory respon-
ded sarcastically to Kadar’s
lying accusations: “The

forty thousand aristocrats

and fascists of the Csepel
works strike on!”’

By November 8, the
ruined remnants of revolu-

- tionary Budapest were occu-

pied by the ruined remnants
of the Red Army—which
Trotsky had once built in
defence of proletarian revo-
lution.

But the workers’ struggle
continued. They had entered
the insurrection unorganised,
with no vanguard political
party to lead them. Stalinist
rule had d€stroyed the
workers’ trade union and
political ~  organisations,
replacing them with the
monolithic bureaucratic
institutions of the deformed

_ -~ . R
40 years after the Bolshevik revolution had given pow
Stalinist tanks crushed the power of workers’ councils in Hungary
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workers’ state.

And the leadership which
had emerged spontaneously
as the workers established
their control over.the indus-
trial enterprises, was tested
again and again in the fire of

struggle and of proletarian

democracy. -

Often when leaders were
found inadequate to their
task, or used«the strength of
the workers’ councils as a
basis for compromise with
Kadar, proletarian demo-
cracy saw to it that they
were replaced,

Inevitably, with the
working  class groping
towards full awareness of its
own strength, the limits of
spontaneity began to have
their full effects.

Process of
Revolution

No proletarian revolution
is simply the result of some
mystically-raised class con-
sciousness, of the workers
having perceived in any clear
way the roots and conditions
of its social, political and
economic oppression, and
from such a perception pro-
ceeding to take the necessary
counter-measure—revolution.

It is a process in which
the . proletariat  gathers

together all its forces, mental

and physical, and transforms
itself, as a class, into a power
which can govern the social
reality which had until then

seemed to implacably govern

it.

Marx spoke of this

"In  October

process
Ideology. |
“Both for the production-
on a large scale of this com-
munist consciousness and for

in The German

-the success of the cause
itself, the alteration of men
on a mass scale is necessary, .
an alteration which canonly

take place in a practical
movement, a revolution, The
revolution is necesssary,

-therefore, not only because

the ruling class cannot be
overthrown in any other
way, but also because the
class overthrowing it can
only in a revolution succeed
in ridding itself of all the
muck of ages and become
fitted to found society
anew.” | - |

Marxism offers a
programme of action

" through which this process
can be carried through, and

it is only the active interven-
tion of a vanguard party

based on the perspective of.

Marxism that such a pro-

gramme can be carried
through.

- As it was in Russia in
the months - between

February and October 1917,
so the process of developing
the seeds of a new society,
particularly  through the
soviet-type bodies of prolet-
arian democracy, was begun
1956. The
Hungarian workers’ councils
were to become, in the
months that followed, the
embodiment and expression
of the workers’ struggle, the
site of growing workers’
power. o

From

the strikebound

- questions

factories, mines, etc., came
demands—for democratic
rights, for the break-up of

~ the monolithicism of Stahn-
~ist rule, for the immediate
‘withdrawal of Soviet troops,

for the replacement of
bureaucratic administration

" of the economy by a system

of elected workers’ councils
which would have power at
all levels.
~ “The most  pressing
demand in our free life is
the building of effective
, councils.
members, workers and
young people, will know
how to heal the wounds of
the past. Let us show that
we can manage things better
than our former bosses.”

Denouncing the Stalinist
lies, they emphasised that
their goal was not capitalist
restoration, but genuine
socialism:

“We repeat, we will not
return the land to the great

. landowners, the factories to

the capitalists, the mines to
the barons and the direction
of our army to the Hortyite
enemies of the people.”

- Efforts towards coordin-

ation and joint action
between workers’ councils
had been made from the
start; regional councils were
re-organised and extended
when fighting died down
after the second invasion.

The Central Workers
Council of Greater Budapest
(CWC) was formed on 14
November, with delegates

from all the major factories

and districts of Budapest.
Already on 31 October a
Parliament = of

for the whole of Budapest,
in recognition of the need
for more centralised organ-
isation and direction.

Political
power -

Some of the authors of
this thoroughly socialist pro-

"~ gramme refused to accept

that it could be realised and
defended only by the
councils taking into their
own hands the political pro-
gramme implicit in
revolutiofi: they tried to
restrict the councils to ‘pure-
1y economic matters’ as far
as possible. .

Yet they were all the
‘time dealing with a wider

and wider range of matters—
of food distribution, power
supplies, transport provision,
etc.,—matters
being understood by the

mass of workers as being not

merely technical, but
political, insofar as they
were revealed to contain the
“Who controis
such things? In whose inter-
ests are they run?”

Sandor Bali, the general
secretary of the CWC,

opposed the most radical

section of the Council: “We
know quite well”, he
declared, ““that the workess’
councils cannot be political

organisations.”

Yet the councils were the
organs through which the
political as well as the econ-
omic thrust of the revolu-
tion moved. It was the role
of a revolutionary leadership
to develop them as such, to
their ultimate potential.

In the general strikes
which were the backdrop to
the growth-@f the councils,
the question of power was
continuously posed. But the
revolutionary answer to the

- question was not given by

those in leadership.

Many, in fact, acted to

Their

Workers
- Councils had been convened

the- .

~which were.

-

turn back the tide of general
strikes, in favour of negotia-
ting with Kadar’s govern-
ment. The leading regional
councils had, after all, pro-

posed to end the strike, -

only days Dbefore the
invasion of November 4.

Under the influence of
the Compromisers, on
November
again called off the strike,
primarily to facilitate nego-
tiations with Kadar. (After
making this decision, CWC
members came close to
attack from workers and
provincial delegates gathered
outside. One recalls that
they “were called all possible
names: scoundrels, traitors,
etc.”)

Two days after the return
to work, delegates from
throughout the country

assembled in Budapest to

 discuss convening a National

Workers Council. Soviet
tanks surrounded the venue
and rumours spread that the

delegates had been arrested.

Within hours the workers
were on strike again. Only
days
had called off the strike
because, they claimed, the
workers were exhausted, it
was forced to recognise a
48-hour protest strike.

Irresolute
leaders

But the following day,
the Csepel regional council,
now committed to compro-
mise at all costs, condemned
the strike, pleading the need
for avoiding collision with
the government. Proletarian

democracy swung  into
action—-Csepel workers
immediately sacked and

replaced the Council.

If anything could exhaust

the workers it was an irreso-

tute leadership which could

offer no perspective for
victory; which could not

- make clear to workers the

tendencies of the revolu-
tion; which had insufficient
faith in the proletariat’s
strength. - |

Only much latex—too late

—did it become clearer to

the majority of the CWC

‘that even if they were willing

to negotiate and to attempt
to placate Kadar by surrend-
ering the workers greatest
weapon-their control over
production—Kadar himself
was not willing to negotiate.
"~ On the contrary, he was
looking for every sign of
weakness—then he would
attack. By November 27 the
CWC was convinced of this
and ready to declare:

“We can categorically
state that the real interests
of the working class in Hun-
gary are represented by the
workers councils, and that in
addition there is no stronger
political power in existence
than theirs . . . We have
received our mission from
the working class and we
shall work with all our might
for the strengthening of the
workers’ power.” |

But  throughout the

period of negotiation and

indecisiveness, Kadar was-
rebuilding the repressive
apparatuses of Stalinism,

particularly the AVH police,

and using them to attack the

councils.

~ Occupying
army

‘The bureaucracy was
growing stronger and getting
bolder as the revolution
failed to ‘move forward. It

i6, - the CWC.

after the leadership .

power

was only the taut mobilis-
ation of workers throughout
the country that prevented
him—for ' a
taking decisive action against
the councils. - o

while—from

But a state of extreme

tension cannot be main-

tained for long. And always

there was, blocking the revo-
lutionary road, an occupying
force of 3,000 tanks and

200,000 troops. For success

it was-vital that either those
troops be won over or at
least neutralised, or that the

revolution should spread to
the other Stalinist states. |
" On 9 December, Kadar
found the signal for the
bureaucracy’s definitive
assault in the delayed inaug-

- ural meeting of the National
Workers Council. That meet-

ing would finally have
unified the struggle on a
national scale—at a .time,
moreover, when - fewer
workers’ leaders had any
remaining illusions in the
road of negotiations and

_compromise.

A majority of the Buda-
pest CWC was arrested, the
CWC itself was declared
dissolved. Around - the
country brutal and often
bloody repression  was
stepped up as, yet again, a
general strike broke out.

The final decisive battles
of the Hungarian revolution
took place. The government
declared a state of emergen-
cy—and disbanded  all
workers councils above those
at factory level. The bureau-
cracy’s managers re-entered
the factories—protected
there, in many cases, by
occupying troops.

Armed clashes, strikes
and demonstrations
recurred, to be beaten down.
The government extended
the death penalty to striking
or inciting to strike. |

Later it was further
extended: - the so-called
Revolutionary Workers and
Peasants Government had to

be immune from all criticism

—especially that of the

- workers and peasants.

Enemy of
revolution

Nevertheless, throughout
1957 sabotage, passive resis-
tance, even occasional strikes
and demonstrations contin-
ued. But the Hungarian prol-
etariat had been decisively
defeated—though it was net
until November 1957 that
Kadar felt able to decree
the final dissolution of the
last remnants of the factory
councils.

Forty vyears after the

Bolsheviks had fought for:

“All power to the Soviets”,
the ruling bureaucracy of the
degenerated workers’ state
had sent all its might to
crush the workers’ councils,

- the workers’ revolution, in

Hungary—decisive proof yet
again, that the Stalinist
bureaucracy is the betrayer,
the outright enemy of
proletarian revolution.

The Hungarian workers
never attained in 1956 the
achieved by the
Russian Soviets in 1917, But
the faith and determination
of Lenin, when the Russian
Revolution was also endan-
gered by counter-revolution-

ary invasion, was redeemed

again in 1956:

- “We may not be “able to
hold out for long, so let us
do such things during our

brief tenure of power that

the working classes of the
world will remember them

for ever.”
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| This weelf we are Agiving exten’ded space to

a letter received from a Palestinian Trotskyist..
The Workers League of Palestine is affiliated

Reanrs, . 4 Mt
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I AM a member of the
Workers’ League (Palest-
ine), a Trotskyist group
struggling for class organ-
isation and national libera-
tion, writing iIn my person-
al capacity.

I receive your paper
from our comrades in Tel
Aviv, and find it useful with
the reports on the class
struggle in Britain and the
world. | ~

I would like to use your
paper in order to throw
some - light on some mis-
understandings which exist
in the international work-
ers’ movement about the
basic facts of the class
struggle in Palestine.

pression of the Palestinian
people. It also hides the
basic facts about the break-
ing of every workers’
struggle in ‘the only demo-
cracy in the Middle East’.
For that, they misuse all
the names used by the
workers’ movement.

The biggest bourgeois
party is called the ‘Israeli
Labour Party’. The biggest
industrial concern is called

that the attackers were not
members of the fascist
‘Gush Emunim’ or ‘Kakh’

"Ma’arakh = criticised
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erate’ party — all through

the election campaign the
the

e ety o e

Daily brutality against Palestinians trapped in racist state of Israel -

order to create a Jewish
worker class (to work after
the expulsion of the Arabs).

on a basis of competition —
which means that the Hist-
adrut is trying to get the

F biggest profit possible —

the lowest pay to the

with profits running to the

capitalists’ pockets, and not
Histadrut -

a cent to
members.

Membership in the Hist-

adrut is not according to
workplace. Histadrut mem-
bership includes workers,
petty bourgeoisie, and fact-
Ory owners. |

lronic

For example, Horovitz,

to the Fourth Internationalist Tendency.

- &

LT A

talk %nd from the fact that
less than 60% took part in
the Histadrut elections. (It

was a lower percentage

among workers, as the gov-

The Histadrut elections
are general elections every
four years, to a general

. assembly, for political part-

ies {as in the parliament),
and are not based on work-

places.’ |

The ‘trade union’ depart-

‘ment takes less than one-

tenth from the Histadrut

budget and it is subject to

- - ) '- ," i Ce o me
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Most of the strikes don’t
get this recognition, and
even the few that get it,
don’t get strike money, al-

‘though it is collected every

Zionist pr |

| ! ﬁm ?tt Il)t Soetl);igtzngﬁedgz: workers. . | - ernment and Histadrut month (part of the organ-

' and slanders designed to - These factories are in co- . bureaucracy, the kibbutz-  isation tax). : |
hide the murderous op- ownership with private im settlers, and the petty = | -

| P local and foreign capital, bourgeoisie, voted!) Breaking

The Histadrut is not a

trade union but a state-like

institution (which preceded
the Zionist state itself and
played an important part
in creating it). It specialises

~in breaking évery attempt
- by the working class to

the decisions of the gener-

ally elected ‘executive

organise itself independ-

~ ently to protect its rights.

3. The Ma’arakh dep-
ends to a certain extent on

a ‘trade union’ (the Hist- movements, but people overnment from the right It dropped them in slums e s . nds to tal _
adrut). The second largest  from slums and the w?)rkglg (gopposing the retreat from  and in settlement areas the former minister of fin- cogu;uttee ’.v:htl.c his ? (t];;f- ,.the kibbutzim’, where 1t
bank (with the lowest-paid  class (which generally  Sinai, for example). called ‘development towns’  ance, an owner of invest- gf) ; eptieis en g l’if © the “gets more than 90% of
workers) is called ‘The  hatesthe Ma'arakh). | _ urban settlements which = ments here and in South aaegri" f)f'an“‘bm‘;’r‘ eoig | ﬂ;ehvoteS- It is very proud
Workers’ Bank'. | It's true that racism Hlusi ‘were built artificially, with-  America, and until a month gtate - © y g ottt hem" , i

The institutions designed  exists in the slums and the usions out an economic or social  ago owner of ‘.Ter}e-N’Oga’, The workers’ committees 70/T ef %Lbb‘}tm!lhafe ?ﬂa y
to outlaw every strike are  workers’ neighbourhoods, base, near the borders, for  the second dairy in Israel, . "4y 0 "roctories (the only tiot;l ,0 bute af:w;aubps(i)giseci

called ‘Workers’ Councils’,
and the pioneers of the ex-

but from my experience itg

own difference from the

The last illusions, if any- |
were

one still had any,

‘defending the country’
and near kibbutzim, to

is a member of the Histad-
rut, and led his private list

in its elections last spring

bodies elected by the work-
ers themselves) are very

more than any other part of

~ the population (besides the

propriation of the Arab  racism of the petty bour- broken by Mota Gurr, an provide cheap labour power _ _ prin, Limited — the electi : o3

peasants and colonisation geoisie which emigrated ex chief of the general staff, for their factories. These — @ hst‘ with. the ironic u‘;“je,. the aezi: of tf: iﬁfﬁ reglt‘;ﬁef;ht;z)? urlaggglssles)éolen

are called ‘socialist com-  from Europe (which votes when he shouted at some  towns are 70% slums. aame, ,LISt of Israel - adrut, which has the right  from the Arabs, more than
for Ma’arakh) is that the  ‘Oriental’ people  that This authority is hated by ~ Workers . - to disperse them. Many  anyone else. They have the

munes’ {(kibbutzim).
I would like to give some
examples of this system of

Europeans are also racist
against the Jewish working

disturbed a Ma’arakh elect-
ion meeting, ‘‘We’ll fuck

most Jews, as it oppresses

them as workers and as

Everyone can be a Hist-

"adrut member if he pays

taxes. The reason almost

times representatives of

the management win the

“best

education network
here, and are not ready to -

lies by showing the reality. class, which is mostl ou just as we fucked the ~ ‘Orientals’. | i . com- ‘deve-
Attacks on eglectiOn me)t;t-- Oriental — from Asia angi )};&rab]s. L 9 The Histadrut. It is  all the workers are Histad- g?tizg:? ba the  com ?:cr?etn(;;htlilgvrgg' ﬁgvxl?erge:l’?e
ings of Ma’arakh (Israeli  Africa. | | ~ Really, the Ma'arakh supposed t6 be the local  rut members is that 1t 1s Many of the committees SCII)IOOIS are on & very low
Labour Party plus the ‘Uni- The Ma’arakh is not  represents: trade union, but it is the  the owner of the biggest  _ .o afraid to do things ag- “lovel in  the k?l;butz
ted Workers’ Party’, which identified with the Arabs; 1. The ‘European’ auth- second biggest employer in health insurance scheme, ..ot the orders of the Hist- schm;ls 30 as ‘not to dam-
 decided, last week, to buy the Israeli ~Communist ority. (Most of the bour- the country, after the state  (health Insurance by the  _grut. (The law says that. age the level’ | )
an American bank) have  Party is identified with  geoisie in Israel is Euro-  itself. = state does not exist), and  {ho  ypion that includes .gIn the kibbutz factories
been described as express- them, and its meetings pean). This is the authority Its factories are not not because they think 1t . of the workers is the the work conditions ' are

ing Nazism. |
It’s important to mention

were not attacked.

Nor is Ma’arakh a ‘mod-

which  brought Oriental

" Jews from their countries in

under any kind of workers’
control. They are directed

- represents them. You can

see it by the way people

only legal representation
— and most of the workers

- country

join just to get the health

some of the worst in the
All the foremen
and privileged workers

e « T I Il insurance). _\ come from the top — from
o ‘ ' At times of struggle,  kibbutz members — and
action committees are the workers cannot ad:

A God-awful

Writeback to
Socialist Organiser
28, Middle Lane
London N8

sometimes built against the
Histadrut, and these are

" the only committees that

really struggle. By law, the
state itself takes-an ‘org-
anisation tax’ from most
workers who refuse to join
the Histadrut and gives the
money toit.

Only the strikes that the

Histadrut permits are legal.

vance. i

Profit

Besides, the foremen

" ‘have a straight interest in
- the factory profit — so they

oppress their workers more:
than usual. From the other.
side, the Histadrut doesn’t.
give them even the forged
defence they give others.-
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~ The Ma’arakh isn't even
a reactionary party of the

leaflet!
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; -=s:2 is zoing to be one. Its and his refusal to receive the made me feel quite 1 1o working class. always taking you will go to a wonderlu should not defend one or
Zm theme was trust in Lord, i‘Ollf)W God or obey 1hipk that anyone coqld money from the people. place called heaven. other part of the Zionist
G- follow a few simple His word.” believe 1n something quite lrj mediaeval times thg - Ch. like the bourgeoisie, or call for con-
~-=uctions and you will be . so  low and  unbelievably church 10(.)k a tenth ol foo fhe cnuich, w fall- ciliation between the PLO
o Sick stupid. _ from starving people in order capitalist system, 1S NO : -~ ond Zionism. |

T . Throughout history to make itself rich. | ing to pieces. Instead g We have to fight for inde-
17 the people would Just The lcatlet ended with religion has  been used ANt .told them was }f }whevmgl in it nglim?}ge@ pendent trade unions, and
? ---n to the Lord and repent  the most sick paragraph | against the working class. they were good a place y people are DeEg for a democratic workers’

could imagine.

How people can say God

“would be saved for them in

question it. -
This leaflet was trying 1o

- Jewish working class, as 1t

B party of Arabs and Jews

»< their sins and ask for His iy o . tnds for | d peace  heaven

i faroveness. He would lift “Then even if you can stapnds tor love 4n ace : | . : , ithout an connection

;%:“ci?sess and remove the dodge the nukes or the when more wars have been If anyonc opposed the sell God like a falI-Quet | ~$ith Zion)i’Sm. “These

2 nale thing. but they won’t. kooks, He can protect you, fought under his name than church, it murdered them, shelter. I the .vs{)ar Camh: things, unfortunately ‘do
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1 WAS asked by Socialist
- Organiser to prepare, oOn
- behalt of London Labour
Briefing, an article on our
strategy for fighting Hes-
gitine’s proposed legisia-

tion of the collective Briet-
ing view is contained in
- Frank Hansen’s arlicle
in the November issue of
London Briefing, and we
are pleased to submit this
to Socialist Organiser.
The essence of the pos-
ition outlined is based on
. the following:

1. On the understanding
that the old routinist meth-
~ods of running local govern-
' ment are quite clearly at
~anend; and, |
| 2. on the basis of a deter-
. mination that this time

round, it will be necess-
ary for the Government 10
be put on nstice that they
 will be able 1o rely o the
represeniatives of ol
| moevemaent to carry threugh
. their pelicies. - -
Rather t

- B we peesem =
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cils implementing the cuts,
means a commitment from
them to collective disen-
agement from office, con-
rontation, and a pledge 1o
| use their majorities in coun-
cil to vote down all budgets
imposing any cuts.

Z:_'. : :.._ -

......

| ocal supporters’ groups

{ want more information
Organiser supporterts

| I
.

tion. The clearsst exposi-

han Labeur tﬂn-' |

| addressed a workshop
on these issues at the
Workers’ Socialist League
rally on October 10, and
was asked why Labour
councils should disengage

from office rather than

allow themseives to be
thrown out by the Tories.
This is not a fundamental
divide: but 1 think that
disengagement has two
important advantages Over
what is in effect a bank-
ruptcy strategy.
1. it can be coordinated
on an all-London and nat-
“jonal level, rather than
allowing Labour councils to
go bankrupt one at a time,
and, |
2. it means that we can
fight from a position of
defeading ail existing serv-
ices and jobs, which would
not be possible once a Lab-
our ceuncil had been forced
inte bankruptcy. |
Finally, | must make it
clear that Briefing suppert-
ers are stili carefully cen-
sidering all the optiens.
Criticisms will be carsfully
considered and discussed,
and if sent to Briefing will

of course be printed.
GRAHAM BASH
(Briefing  address: 158

" Thorold Rd, liford, Essex).

.' ® ® o
l Socialist Orqaniser Alliance
To make Socialist Organiser a real campaigning paper that

I can organise the leftin the movement, it needs its own

organised activist support — and money.
have been established in most.

big towns to build a real base for the paper.
Supportersare asked to undertake 10 sell a minimum of

Six papers an Issue and to contribute at least £1 a month
(20p for unwaged). S0 becoming a supporter helps build
our circulation and gives the paper a firmer financial base.
If you like Socialist Organiser, think it's doing a good

job, but realise that it can’t possibly do enough uniess you
help, becomea card-carrying supporter.

* Fill in the form Celow and send it to: Socialist Organiser,
c/0 28 Middle Lane, London N8. '

/1 wish to become 4 Socialist
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THE LONDON
Party's special conference
on December 12th will

face the difficult but vital

task- of formulating an
action programme
unites Labour councils,
trade unions and the labour
movement 1n general, In a

united campaign against

. Heseltine's law and the

massive cuts which the
Tories are determined to

- oppose.

One thing is absolutely
clear: the all-out confronta-
tion with central govern-
ment which has been loom-
ing for the past two years
can no longer be postpon-
ed. Thatcher's summer
Cabinet reshuffle which
ousted the ‘wets’ (now
affectionately dubbed ‘blue
chips’ by the media)
represented nothing less
than a declaration of war on
the local government public
sector.
~ With Tebbit
ment), Joseph (education),
Fowler (social services)
and Heseltine now firmly at.
the helm, local authority
workers now face a streng-
thened dose of the monet-
arist medicine which has
already been inflicted on
the industrial sector (BL,
British Steel etc.) Hundr-
eds of thousands of redun-
dancies and drastic cuts in

living standards are now
the order of theday. . ™
Thwart

Some Labour Councils
(not the majority!) have
managed to thwart the Tor-
ies’ plans 1o ‘slim down’
the local authority sector by
the defensive option of
large rate rises. Thousands

price in terms of middle
(and working) class aliena-
tion from Labour has tend-
ed to escalate.

Time has now run out.
The Tories have given up
the attempt to coax
push the recalcitrant Lab-
our
scale cuts. They have opted
for the big stick 1n the form

" of Heseltine'slaw. :

Fven without the new
legislation,
rate rises sufficient to avoid

 cuts would have been astro-
nomical. With ceilings on
commercial rates and local
plebiscites coming into
force next year, the rate

Labour |

which

(employ- |

and

Councils into large-,

the level of

rise strategy will .n'ot just
. be politically undesirable,
it will be redundant as &

means of halting cuts.

Labour Councils now
have a clear choice: fight
back and challenge the
Tory law, or buckle under
and implement Heseltine’s
diktats.

Since the Lothian exper-
ience represents all our
tomorrows, it 1s important
that we absorb the lessons
of that defeat.

Firstly, Lothian showed

that it is possible to mobil-
ise widespread support
among public sector work-
ers on a ‘no cuts’ platform.
However, once the council
stepped on to the slippery

slope of ‘minimising cuts’,

support waned and event-
ually evaporated.

Crumbs

While the Heseltine law
provides an opportunity to

unite the movement, its

implementation will un-
Joubtedly be selective.
Heseltine will try to buy off
weak Labour councils by
offering them crumbs.

Secondly, there may be
pressure from trade union
bureaucrats to retreat to an
illusory ‘second line of
defence’, such as no re-
dundancies’,
redundancies’, Or
ever.

This pressure can only
be overcome if Labour
Groups and local parties

forge a firm alliance -with
rank and file trade union-
ists on the basis of no cuts
in jobs or services.

 10n8,

M ¢

Graham Bash of London Labour Briefihg

explains the ‘majority

opposition’ policy for

L abour Councils against the cuts advocated

by 8riefing

.......
..............

Above all, Lothian dem- .
onstrates that it is extreme-
ly difficult (although not in
every case impossible) to
fight a central authority on :

an isolated, local level.
Unity in action is the key -
to forcing the Tories to
retreat and make available
the funds they have stolen
from us. |

 Challenge

Only when they are faced
with a challenge which
threatens their power to
rule will they make the
slightest concession.

So where does this leave

us in London? »
We have the GLC, and

after May 1982 we will
probably have a few more
radical Labour councils.
The problem is that we
can't wait until May 1982.

- Existing Labour councils
must be forced to act. They
must refuse to draw up the
‘gavings' budgets which
Heseltine 18 demanding.
If necessary they should
immediately disengage
rather than endorse cuts
budgets, thus challenging
the local Tories (or Social
Democrats?) to do their
worst, and then voting
down the budget they pre-
sent. -

This will provide the Lab-

our Party in London with
the opportunity of mobil-

ising the working class now

against the Tory plans.
Moreover, it will clear the
decks for an election cam-
paign based on no cuts/no
rate rises and a confronta-
tion with the government.
Of course, there 18 no
guarantee  that existing
labour groups will Dbe
bound by the disciphne of

the London Labour move-

ment. Nevertheless we
must bring maximum_ pres-
sure to bear.

" Otherwise the election
will be utter confusion,

with Labour councils
imposing cuts and rate
rises, while their local

parties campaign against
such policies.

What happens after May |

19822 Clearly at this
point we can only outline

the bare bones of a
strategy. -
The first priority is to

ensure that, immediately
following the May elect-
the London Labour
Party conference is re-
convened to allow the full-

est possible discussion on
tactics to take place.
The essence of the

" policy, however, can be

formulated already: it

B inyol,\;gs " councils acting
‘together, facing up to the

threat of surcharge, refus-
ing to make cuts, and sett-
ing an all-London date
_ notified clearly in ad-
vance — for collective dis-
engagement and confront-
ation.

Following a specially-
convened meeting of the
Briefing Editorial Board,
this ‘Fighting to Win’
strategy (outlined in earlier

_contributions to Briefing)

was amended and clarified
through the tabling of two
model resolutions for the
December ~ 12th  special
conference.

The first is designed to

apply to existing Labour
- Groqps . while the second
h apphe;stoin-cominggmups

following the elections in

May. Wording from either

~ resolution can be used to
- amend the EC statement to
be presented to conference.

-

The text of the model resol-
utions is in the November
issue of Briefing: 20p plus
postage from 158 Thorold
Rd, liford, Essex.

‘No to—
referendum
gimmick

HESELTINE'S  proposed
law to stop business rate
rises
supporters of rate increases
to change their policy.
While still arguing that

rates have been a form of

wealth re-distribution to
working people,’
ingstone of the GLC and
Lambeth  Council
Knight have now come out
with a policy of ‘No cuts —
freeze rates .

An emergency motion to
Labour Party conference,
moved by Knight and
carried against the NEC’s
recommendation, called for
a mass campaign against
Heseltine’s legislation and
for Labour councils to
refuse to cut in order to
balance the books.

For such a policy to suc-
ceed, council unions
tenants must be mobilised.

E xercise

But Ted Knight has

responded to Heseltine's

call for local referendums
as follows: ‘‘Labour Coun-

cils would stand in a refer-

endum of our own, on &
clear policy of no cuts, 8

freeze on rates and more

government cash. This

would reduce the refer-
endum to a straight ‘ves’
or ‘no’ vote’’.

Turning Heseltine’s
referendum gimmick up-
side down is not the best

“way of answering it. Refer-
prove

what the people who set the

endums generally

has forced many

Ken Liv-

Ted

and
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Our
London
culs
-motion

Socialist Organiser 18
suggesting the following
draft resolution for the

London Labour  Party
conference: |

“This Conference calls upon
the existing Labour coun-
cils in London to resist.
Heseltine's legislation on
the following basis:

* No cuts whatsoever to-
be made in jobs and serv-
ices, no matter what the
circumstances, -

e 1982-3 budgets to be
drawn up on the-basis of
defence of jobs and serv-
ices: a freeze on rents and
rates; and the fight for a
full restoration of govern-
ment grant; .

e Organise now for the
backing of community

_groups and trade unions for

this stand, including indus-
trial action in the event of
Tory commissioners and/or
surcharges. Press for the
1982 local government
workers’ pay claims to be
met in full, and give com-
plete support for any indus-

~ trial action invo veq .

 the necessity to fight the

T‘ﬁ@" ernment.

~ Party EC 10 ‘'organise now

for the above, and for the
implementation of the Lab-
our Party Conference’s

decision for the reimburse-

ment of surcharged coun-
cillors’. -

question want them (o

prove.
In practice, Knight's
proposed referendun

would probably meet ar
effective boycott from loca
Tories and SDPers.
" Rather than trying to org
anise their own pseudo
democratic farce to counte
the Tories’, Labour coun
cils should be organisin;
labour movement confes
ences and meetings {0 T0C
their anti-cuts fight firml
:n democratic - accountabi
ity to the local workin
class in the factories an
offices and on the estates.
The task is not to ‘pros
our case’ with a cleverl:
staged voting exercise, bt

‘to mobilise local worke!

and tenants in struggle
defend  their service
jobs, and living standards

CHEUNG SIU MIN
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THE unacceptable face of . o
Communism  (CPGB-style) - | '
was well in evidence at the = ' |
AGM of the Anti-Apartheid |
Movement on 1 November. . ‘ | |
A motion from Oxford | |

Trades Council and SO sup-
They spoke as if hun-

porter Bob Fine and other
members of the Socialist
~dreds of shop stewards inten-
ded to try and fly into South

TRAAT TIPSR Y e S ATy AT Y TR

¥ VAT SATY TATTY T

Joan Lee reports on
the Anti-Apartheid
conference.

TEAWMUOT AT e nm Iy T ATEus ATty e o m
- O

Forum on Southern African
Solidarity  (SFOSAS), a
discussion action group for
Trotskyists and libertarian
Marxists, as well as a variety
of Militant-inspired motions
so alarmed the CP-domina-
ted National Committee and
Executive Committee - that

O R
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R o A i S St ol et inCe el S MEECEMRA M conhied

A National Usnem-
ployed Workers'
Movement was estab-
lished at a conference
in London last week-
end (31 October/ 1
November), attended
by almost 200 people
from 40 different
unemployed groups.
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they packed the meeting
with members from the
London area who could be
relied upon to support the
line. - .

Links

Central to the day’s

struggle was a motion put
by Bob Fine and other

SFOSAS members <king the
AGM to resolve chat the
Anti-Apartheid Movement
should encourage the forma-
tion of direct fraternal links
beiween all independent,
non-racial trade unions in
South Africa and unions in
Britain: to encourage the
exchange of visits between
active trade unionists In
Britain and genuine, inde-
pendent, non-racial unions
in South Africa; to support

non-racial trade wunions In

resolution arguing that the

Africa. They tried to draw
parallels between shop stew-
ards’ visits and the proposed
visit of Sirs and Duffy, play-
ing down the fact that Sirs
and Duffy have not been
invited by the workers them-
selves.

Vote
Even with the support of
Militant, the vote went 116
to 48 against the original
resolution 14 as put up by
SFOSAS, and for the Execu-
tive amendment which
showed the extent of the
Anti-Apartheid Movement
platform’s voting strength.
The EC and NC of the
Anti-Apartheid Movement
organised the day’s business

to suit their own purposes.
Before taking resolution

JO THWAITES - the invitation of trade union- ‘14 they brought a leading
reports. . ists from the independent | | -
¢) that international visits SACTU comrade onto the

. -
o

S

Hamlets have made a special™

ing them and supporting the

South Africa to international
combine meetings and that

AAM should encourage trade -

union solidarity work 1in

are often treated with sus-

picion. The statement did

platform to make a strong
attack on the proposal for
direct links. |

effort and reported that . their strugele B AAM should make every Britain along the lines of the not specify whose inter- TR o .
| afternoon classers) in how the fglgifsi’rkgg\;’;régs’ sacfﬁlg effort to receive report-’pqcks AAM’s National Committee  national visits and whose tio I?a&ngan(zlefﬁltggke?ﬁll?e
ON THE first day the trade benefit system works had threat. from those who .v131te-d statement of 27 June. - suspicion. stuffing out. of Militant, the
upion workshop was the proved very successful. The This conference gave South Afr}ca on. t(]il}s basis This had been put out in | | Slatform got e meet—ir;g e
biggest. | UWM has to make a point of  potice that the unemployed and publicise all findings noif: response to a proposal from { eaflet vote that three more resolu-

In many._places the unem- trying to go to- where won’t be hived off into a pIeJUdlClal to the Sec_ul'lty O Coventry_ .SOuth_Eagt CLP | tions be referred to the
ployed groups have been set unwaged women are — nicely structured file in TUC | the South Afncan_ umons.E at an Antl-Apartheld Con- National Committee’s next
up with the help of the local mother and toddler groups, HQ, but will link up with So crucial did the EC ference in March. SFOSAS circulated at meeting. = .
Trades Council, and have community centres, laun- eml;loyed workers at the consider the defeat of this | The statemept.had con- the meeting a leaflet docu- These  included  the
received money and support drettes and shopping centres. rank and file to fight resolution that they went to firmed the existing AAM  menting the strength of the oojution from  Oxford

from trade union branches.
Many groups also had repres-
entation on their Trades
Council, though not always

- with a vote. | |
The workshop opted fo

the name ‘movement’ rather
than ‘union’ after activists
from Liverpool described the

- women’s

And all groups should
provide creche facilities.

A charter for unem-
ployed and unwaged women
drafted by the previous day’s
conference was
approved by the workshop
with a few amendments
added, including support for

.closures and campaign for

the right to work.

the lengths of putting for-
ward a complete substitute

'Reaching

line of support for South

Africa trade unions solely
through the South African
Congress of Trade Unions
(SACTU) which " is, of
course, an underground
organisation, and follows the
same ideological line as the
African National Congress.

- The

‘overground,

statement rejected

independent,
non-racial trade union organ-

isations, such as FOSATU,

whose affiliates include the
unions active in Leyland
South Africa and - SAAWU

which has been leading the

Rowntree struggle.
" Bob Fine reminded
members that both FOSATU

Trades Council , calling for
direct links, for British
workers to open their bosses
books, for full blacking

‘action and for nationalisa- -

tion under workers’ control

of all companies and banks

involved in South Africa.
Not much imagination is

needed to envisage what the

experience of the old - . | .

Tr%)umph Speke TGWU Ehoem?igfeaelgl}o?y at h&;‘;ﬁ;ﬁ‘; - totally the Coventry SECLP  and SAAWU as well as  NC would do with this reso-

branch (6/612), which has  Rioht to Work for a national ~ {)equest for _bgiirect .lml.<t_.s other overground 'trlgdg " lution. | | S

continued after the work- ' i | | | etween. combine commit- - union organisations involved = S

Slace was closed down. demonstration on the issue. ‘ . L teesand factories in the UK in the recent wave of A il of AAM
The Shotton ISTC C d. mned | | and South Africa. It did so  struggles have asked for ro ram?rjle iIs) for compre-

branch has done the same. ‘Londe on the ground; ﬂ}_ﬁf ) agy direct visits by UK trade Eengsive- sanctions againstgthe
Such union branches Rachel Lever from the \Iglrsilttisshttoradseo::ltaionist?s\?oulg Eg;gglssts in related fu.ms and ¢ th African government

must be brought into the

. e W [
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Tower Hamlets delegates

Action Committee addressed

166 High Holowmm. L2 o

‘Region

AIIIaCt WOMmES IO Dl FS

or unemployed cenires.
This was one of the prob-

lems that a meeting organ-

women

black women sre a2 Lhe
bottom. The Charter com-

inevitably endanger South

The Executive’s amended

by the British (i.e. Thatcher

unemployed movement. not . - , 2 : SO E
>voluded or put a2t 2nir3 d}:e ut‘L;ltlbgo nfe‘l;_ear;c?t S0 ituhset African trade umomstsf; b) resolution was principally gov;;gg:::tt. speakers Who
- byt -' i ) . -“': N - . - -
N R e = IIIRS - EETE T that all information irom d hr : :
Sk of officiad VIRHMITET poypad oo those women at . MANY WOMEN who are  support for any mltlatl:ﬁs t?e?de unionists’  visits to rEe;s(ztrgiliqnegndeSCPS gzrealﬁzralts explained that neither sanc
=, th2 mowSTATI RTIMITTE B S in : ’ R + i
£ e s o Siawws unemployed or unwaged faken by women o e goup Africa, be they by  He and his supporters  piii™ compuner from
S -;:-.h T Tl don © g9 anywhere near e movement to set up wom- . Bill Sirs and lerry Duffy  played the ‘danger to South South A—friczf could be
Stri IR icim el re en's unemployed "and un- with management’s blessing  African trade unijonists’ card achieved within the frame-
trict - =" LTI R e . or by British shop stewards  gsirongly and also claimed Ty
R T . waged groups and child- RSP f South - work of capitalism were
- - s at the invitation ol >Sou that such visits would also :

— R T e Tl . ThETT 1T care provision at every . ork : ¢ hissed and harassed at the

TTe TToT e -t LTy s - - WM . 4 com- African black -workers 1 endanger the British trade AGM. |
i —Gote s 0T T DiaxTIm o SRNaEs ol iC v+ M meetng. an . struggle, are UunNNECessary:.  ynpjonists who took part. It emereed that the AAM
il Ll T T e 2T o e T - ~u; e it o ILs Lh‘e l-.“—.\'l o Camp-algn t.t t. g . l

e mam wim: Iacoer i o T for provision for child care democratic. The AGM does
e TmIoTaTTA T Ta T - Lot i ot Uk at dole offices and against mocratic. 11
o5 ot e e S P T S i bene not decide policy but merely
, n= TmE TR I ITIIT s he e - ot & rae T I aKM0N - : ,
ST TR mEEeE s gie cm WA S T recqmmends it to the
U et ibatthe  quamens x SeATe mlus ol anniie taton National Committee  of
$TUIEE A M0 SHIRT ARdU T e which 30 members are

elected at the Conference
and over 30 co-opted from
affiliated organisations by
the existing NC after the

-eporied  that  they had The conference adopted  jged by women from Isling- ~ mits the UWM to fighung AGM. |

-rouble getling representa- 5 constitution and elected @ (o and Southwark unem-  sexism and racism. South African solidarity
mon of women unemployed, - Natjonal Co-ordinating Com-  5j5ved action groups tackl- The Charter calls for is of paramount importance.
sgmoe the Management Com- mittee of 15 members with ed on the day before the free and safe contracept- Not only do we have to

decide how best to deal with

mittee was so stacked out  proyision  for  additional : i d abortion facilities
«i<h ¢ : . " national unemployed work-  ion and abortion laciities. _
with councillors and trade representatives from each zfs’ movemempcoflference. and demands a minimum £ 5. - % T Trewens o LS F . ol the problems of the AAM
SN bureaucrats. regi&n_ loved We also discussed a income for women based on -Oligsrchty, blltk also = what
~ Many unemploye ' and the average male worker's solidarily  Work =W call
charter for unemployed . undertake outside Anti-

Change

Many local groups don’t
2ave
irvolved, and the workshop
on women discussed how to

Sfhange this.

women from Towel

very [many women

groups are active in support-
ing employed workers’ fights
to maintain their jobs. Edin-
burgh Unemployed Associa-
tion took the opportunity to
visit the Staffa workers in
East London, and o
ence passed resolutions back-

confer-

unwaged women, which
commits the unemployed
workers’ movement o
recognising that women are
oppressed in all areas of
society.

It calls for measures like

wage.
The Charter is central to

building a genuine unem-
ployed workers’ move-
ment, as women are losing
their jobs at-a much higher
rate than men are

’

.

Isolate db;;fhez’d g

the AAM leaders say

_and they use as an

evouse to monopolise contacts between British. workers and

" South African strikers {above).

Apartheid. |
South African solidarity

" work should be discussed at

SO meetings and shouid
come up for full discussion
at SO delegate meetings:

’’’’’’’



shifts in policy.

AT ITS conference last
weekend, Provisional Sinn
Fein made some important

Firstly, the congress
agreed to contest local and
parliamentary elections in
both North and South. Al-
though they maintain their
previous position on not
taking seats in the West-
minster and Dublin parlia-

‘ments if elected, Sinn Fein

will allow members to take
seats on Northern Ireland
local councils (whose power
is next to nothing anyhow).
This shift can be explain-
ed by the effects of the
campaign waged during the
‘hunger strike. The election
of Bobby Sands and Owen
Carron showed the political
value of elections; a polit-
‘ical campaign in support of
the prisoners brought
thousands onto the streets.
The SDLP, which has pre-
viously dominated the
‘Catholic community elect-
‘orally, was severely isolat-
ed by its refusal to take a
clear position on the hunger

~ strike.

One of the main motiva-
tions given at the confer-
ence for the shift was the
belief that Sinn Fein can
now beat the SDLP on their

own ground.

Failed '

Although many delegat-
es emphasised that this
political campaign was

not counterposed to milit-

SRS

wELL OF COURSE,

O CONTEST
ELECTION

by Bruce Robinson

ary action, there must be
'some in the Provisionals

who see the political cam-
paign as a diversion. The
bombing campaign In
Britain indicates that for
some the political campaign
failed with the end of the

“hunger strike, and other

means are now more
important.
The other main shift was

that Sinn Fein abandoned

its policy of a federal Ire-
land,

with  assemblies
based on the four provin-
ces of Ireland (Leinster,
Munster, Connaught, and
Ulster), in favour of a more
centralised government.
Federalism was a key
policy in the Provisionals’
programme, ‘Eire Nua’,

.........
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AS ALL PRE-BaMD
SUENCE YOU MNOW!

by Les Hearn

CERTAIN  themes keep
cropping up in this column.
~ This week it’s toxic wastes
time again, folks!

It’s the Hyde Park dioxin
dump. and it makes Love
Canal* look like the prover-
bial picnic. -

First of all, it’s-not our
Hyde Park—it’s near Niagara
River, a few kilometres
downstream from the Falis
(and from Love Canal itself)
in New York State, and it
contains hundreds of kilo-
grams of dioxin! _'

Compare that with only
14 kilogram which was all 1t
took to cause the Seveso
disaster.in Italy.

A single spadeful of the
dioxin waste would be

- enough to kill all life in Lake

Ontario, a stretch of water
50% Dbigger than Wales,

\\\\\

which Niagara River empties
into. The dump contains
four times as much chemical
waste as Love Canal and
there is now evidence of
leakage through fissures in
the underlying rock towards
the river. 3

This information comes
(via New Scientist) from
“The Ravaged River”, a
report issued by the Public
Interest Research Group
PIRG), a US citizens group.
PIRG accuses the US govern-
ment of lying to the Canad-
ians (who  own the other

bank of Niagara River and

half of Lake Ontario) by
covering up the extent. of
industrial pollution. .

- About 2000 million litres

of dangerous waste water is

dumped in the river every
day, posing a serious hcalth
hazard to the 400,000

- people who get their drink-

.....

" Road, London SE15.

and also was the main way
in which they sought to
win Protestant suppeort in

the North for a united Ire-.

land. But last weekend
one speaker condemned it
as a ‘sop to Loyalism’.

LCl
CONFERENCE
CALLED

THE Labour Committee on
Ireland, together with the
Committee for Withdrawal
from Ireland, are organis-
ing a major labour move-

- ment conference to take
« place on February 27th,

1982, in London.

This conference aims to
present the case for the lab-
our movement to support
British withdrawal. Trade
unions and constituency
Labour Parties are asked to
sponsor the conference, to

‘make a donation, and to

agree to send delegates.

Details from the secre--

Labour Movement
37 Carden

tary,
conference,
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ing watér from it. Part of the

cover-up was the conceal-

ment by the US of the

breakdown of a waste treat-
ment plant after only 6
weeks operation.

Canadian tests found 24
chemicals from the US
government’s list of
“priority”> pollutants 1 the
outflow from the “treat-
ment” plant into the river.

Both the Hyde Park and
Love (Canal dumps ar€
owned by Hooker Chemical
and Plastics who have made

a secret deal with President

Reagan's new-look Environ-
mental Protection Agency.
‘This deal would involve
clearing up 90%
dangerous = waste (says
‘Hooker). ‘But. the 10% left
would still include tens of
kilograms of dioxin alone
_enough to Kkill off Niagara

"""""
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~ Rent-a-million

A NICE surprise for quarter

of a million people. A fat

cheque should be coming

for them in the post.
And that’s just in Britain.
Another million folk all

over Europe should also be

happy recipients of same.

That’s if Robert Moss of
the Daily Telegraph and the
CIA is to be believed
(though why he should with
his record is another quest-
ion). He has uncovered a
devious Moscow-gold plot
to flood the streets of
Europe with unilateral
disarmers. :
" The Reformatoris Ihg-
blad,
newspaper (well-known to
Hitchhikers' Guide devot-
ees as creator of the world)
reveals the ghastly details.
Vadim Vassilevich Leonov
(who sounds like a dyslex-
ic’s identikit Bolshevik),
posing as a correspondent
for the TASS news agency
in Holland , was expelled
as a KGB agent.

The said leonov, in an

unguarded moment, let it
 slip
(surprise, surprise) church

out to an unidentified

activist that his real role

was to orchestrate mass

anti-Bomb demonstrations

according to instructions

forwarded from Moscow via

the top-secret telex in the
KGB Referentura inside

the Soviet Embassy in the
Hague.

Confused? You won’t be
when you hear Leonov say:

River and Lake Ontario and
a few more besides.

Nothing less than remov-
ing all the waste and burning
it will remove the danger.
But this would cost Hooker
$200 million—their plan
would only cost $10 million.

By the way, previous
studies have already shown
1Lake Ontario to have the
highest concentration of
dioxin outside of Vietnam.
The Great Lakes area seems
to be the most polluted area
of the Western World.

*} ove Canal
York State was the site of a
secret dump of hundreds of

‘barrels of dangerous chemic-

als. A working class com-
munity living on top of it
finally had to leave after

‘years of suffering mystertous
ilinesses and high rates of |

miscarriage and deformity.
% sk %k k %

a Dutch religious

“If Moscow decides that

in New

take to the streets in Holl-
and, then they take to the
streets. A message through
my channels is sufficient.
Everything is organised

 with military precision. ..

‘‘T should know because
not only am I involved in
these clandestine activities
on a daily basis, but I am
also one of those who
transmit the orders coming

from Moscow’’.

So there you have it,
clear as mud and twice as
pretty. All those multi-

millioned anti-nuclear war

protestors summoned to-
gethor by a few wires and a

telex tip-tapping away In -

secret rooms in Soviet Em-
bassies across Europe.

Marvellous what modern

science can achieve, even

if it is a bit of a fragile basis

on which to build a move-

‘ment. What worries me and
the other comrades in the
‘secret Socialist Organiser

code room somewhere in
North London is, where’s
our pay-cheque?

THE FOUNDING confer-
ence of the National Left
Wing Youth Movement
of the LPYS will be held in
London on November 21st-
22nd.
This

conference will

~ thrash out our policy docu-

ment, expanding on our
basic ‘Where We Stand’
debated and voted on at

the June conference where
the nucleus of the NLWYM

first met.

Since June we have held
meetings up and down the
country and produced two
issues of our paper Class
Fighter, as well as a special

issue on the riots.

We had a contingent

"of 50 youth at the YS

summer camp, where we
made a big impact.

We ran a workshop at
the Workers’ - Socialist
League rally at the beginn-
ing of October, where a
discussiion was started on
organising  black
defence and the links be-
tween youth culture and
music. That’s a discussion
which will be continued
at the November confer-
ence.

‘Nuclear
shuffle?

50,000 demonstrators must

self-

DAVID Miller and Simon
Los are both students and

both have got themselves

into a spot of bother with
the law for youthful excess-
es. But there the resembl-
ance ends. S

After serving only five
days of a four-month jail
sentence for throwing two

lighted fireworks into a hall
in Queen’s College,
Oxford, and causing

£20,000 worth of damage,
David Miller had his sent-
ence reduced to a £250 fine.
He is a final year maths

STAND BY for more back-
stabbing in the Tory Cab-

_inet. They’'ve now got a

material interest in it.

In answer to a Parlia-
mentary question from Lab-
our MP Frank Dobson,
Home Office minister
Patrick Mayhew revealed
that 17 places have been
allocated for MPs in
nuclear shelters. All are for
ministers, who will be
appointed sub-regional
commissioners.

But there are more than

17 in the Tory Cabinet.

Watch out for fireworks.

et organis

We’ll be having sessions
on unemployment, YOPs,
fighting racism and fasc-
ism, youth culture,
women’s and gay libera-
tion, and lots more. There
will be films and exhibit-
ions, and we’ll be electiug
a new Steering Com-
mittee.

There’ll be a gig on Sat-

urday night. Food and
accommodation will be

P 9 .
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~ Blind justice

student and hopes to get a
first class degree, the
Appeal Court judges heard.
Simon Los, a student in
Nottingham, was jailed for
three years for giving out
200 leaflets headed °‘An-
archy for the UK’, which it
is admitted nobody took
any notice of. So much for
freedom of expression.
Judges, it seems, are
more prepared to tolerate
the dangerous pranks of
the young of their own kind
than ideas, however ineff-
ectual, aimed against the
system. -

Mason

to take

over?

ALF Robens, Richard
Marsh... ex-Labour right
wingers always seem to

" make the most ruthless
- bosses
- industries.

for state-run

And, according to the
Sunday Telegraph on Nov-
ember 1st, former North-
ern Ireland minister Roy
Mason is set to follow. Ex-
miner Mdsen may become
the next head of t-e Coal

‘Board this summer.

Mason has reportedly
already said that he will not
stand again for the Shadow
Cabinet. If he wanted to

stay on as MP, he would

face a big battle for re-
selection in his Barnsley
constituency, where left
wing miners’ delegates are
strong. .

ed

eft-wing Youth

available both days.

All this for only £2, if
you have a job, and 50p if
you haven’t or are on
YOPs. You can’t afford to
miss it. -

‘Write in now for confer-
ence documents, registra-
tion, and details of trans-
port from your area, to
NLWYM, BM Box 5277,
London WCIN 3XX.

New issue of Class
Fighter, paper
of the National
Left Wing

. Youth
Movement,

10p, plus
postage, from

'BM Box 5277,
'London WCIN 3XX
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Oxfordshire County Associa-
tion of Trades Councils

| conference: Ireland — where

does the labour movement

| stand?

Saturday Décember 12 10-5

at West Oxford Commumty_

Centre Binsey Lane,

Oxford- Delegate’s credent-
ials £3, observers £1.50 (un-
waged £ 1) from Marie Camp-

bell, 167 Walton St, Oxford.

Greenwich Labour Party
DAY CONFERENCE:
IRELAND-A WAY
FORWARD?
Saturday 28 November
9.30-5.30
Goldsmith’s College

Students Union ~
New Cross, London SE14
Creche avallable Lunch

provided. Registration £2.50

Details from Greenwich
Labour Party, 32 Woolwich
Road, London SE10

LAMBETH LABOUR LEFT

has called a meeting on 28
November at County Hall
at 7.30 for all those on the
left in the Labour Party in
London who are taking a
no cuts, no rate rise stand,
in order to hammer out a
policy to confront the
| Tones. |

‘Camden Socia].ist Organiser

meeting: ‘Smash the 4%
wage limit’, with speaker
Alan Thomett (TGWU Cow-
ley Assembly Plant, in pers-

. § onal capacity). Wednesday
_ November 11, from 7.30 at
- Camden Labe’m Club,

Carol St.

Campaign for Nuclear
Disarmament Conference
November 13-15, at Queen
Mary College, London.
Detalls CND, 11 Goodwin
St, London N4.

St Mary’s Hospital, London
W9: support conference for
the struggle against closure.
Saturday November 21,

from 11am at Porchester
Hall, Porchester Rd, London

W2.

South West London Social- |

ist Organiser meeting with
John O’Mahony (Socialist
Organiser EB) plus a BL
shop steward: Tuesday Nov-
ember 17, from 8pm at the
Fox and Hounds, Upper

" Richmond Rd (near Putney

BR station).
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-Industrlal News

'NALGO knife
typists’ strike

AFTER five months on
strike for a regraded pay
structure to give female
office workers equal pay
with their male colleagues,
400 Liverpool City Council
typists now face defeat —
not at the hands of their
employers, but at the hands

“of the NALGO national

executive. -
The typists’ dlspute is
on the verge of bringing the

city council to a standstill.

‘Suppliers are not being

paid and are threatening to
cut off deliveries, contract-
ors are threatening to sue
the mayor for non-payment
of bills, and hundreds of
thousands of pounds in
rent are not being collect-

"~ ed. The city council is now

being run by a seven-pers-
on emergency committee.

Knighthood

Liberal leader Sir Trevor

Jones (I wonder why
Thatcher gave him that
knighthood?) had arrog-

antly refused to negotiate

Tyists on the picket line

.|Rolls Royc

the council’s original and
inadequate offer. Now,

| suddenly . he wants to talk.

But what happens? In-
stead of pushing the full

claim, the negotiators take

the noose from around
Jones’ neck and offer him
arbitration. Breathing

- audible sighs of relief, the

condemned man grasps
this welcome reprieve and
accepts.

~ Return
The typists, however,
are not so delighted. Arb-
itration may take up to
12 months. Meanwhile
they have to return to
normal working and take
the pressure off the council.
And of course there is no
guarantee of a suitable
settlement at the end of

it all.

Many of the typists feel
they have been sold out.
They didn’t make sacrifices
for five months for it to
end like this.

What then made a major-

- LI D G SR

Liverpool Socialist Organiser
meetings: -

Thursday at 7.30 at the
Swan Hotel, London Rd.

" Nov.5: The Russian revolu-

tion, the rise of Stalinism,

and Trotskylsm

Nov.12: Benmsm and the
need to orgamse the Left.
Nov.19: What is fascism?

Oxford Socialist Organiser
Marxist classes.

Oxford Community Centre
Wednesdays, 8pm at 44b

Princes St:
Nov.18: The Russ1an Revo-

lution

Dec.2: The crisis of the 4th

International .
Dec 16: The nuclear threat.

The Campalgn for Democrat-

| ic Rights in Turkey is organ-
| ising a conference for Satur-
day Décember 12, from
1 10.30 to-Spm'at NUFTO
‘ ’:';;-Hall Jockeys Frelds London
WCLe s

I B T amsat- :
=} Labout, movemen;f 15 deserved all along.

tely '*aﬁ‘er “ the
it ~6Fighe M afﬂ.l‘qxral;i

~. Y

ions are 1nv1,ted o write to
the CDDRT . 29 Parkfield St,
London N1, for credentials.

Delegate’s fee is £3

~which began
Tuesday 20 October when

“kind of

fight bac

“YQU can get punched on
the jaw so many times
before you punch back, you
can only be hit so often
before you take a stand. And
that’ S what has happened
here.”

~ This is how one of the
shop stewards at the Rolls
Royce plant at Hillington
(Glasgow) summed up the
background to the strike
there on

management cut by an aver-
age of 7Y%2% the standard
times allowed for ]obe on the
productxon line.

‘Recent years have.seen a
succession of speed-ups, min-
imal wage increases,

general worsemng of‘

_~ working condltlons a* the

plant

its. luck once.’ wo

T

‘freatment it ll

Immqﬂ

announc
ups, the production opera-"-

-twes held a mass meeting

- Notices

. Cut- ‘
- backs in the workforce and a

" But now management has
pushed
-:f-often and’ is recewmg “the

where they voted over-
whelmingly for strike action
and walked out stralght

away.

Management has reacted

~ to the strike by adopting the

Michael Edwardes approach.
were posted up
around the factory claiming

that the strike was endanger-

ing the factory’s future and

- could lead to its closure.

Denounced
Mcl ean,

f 1ghtback as:
contemptible

b

. money”” and

~at Hillington to tattones m .

England

. éigstinounced in Septem-

pipa oﬂ;gaals workers
are. grabbing redundancy
‘money while it is still on

fffff

head of Rolls
Royce operations in Scot-.
land, denounced the workers
“A mean-and =
demand - for

threatened to - Tis€ (assuming

" transfer all work being done. - f.g-actually ‘offer a rise) until

the strike to push- 7=
. . hadbg SO0 rtdundinues‘f

they wa,mcd

of any .
: nlead fmaﬁlhﬂe -gonvenor or

offer.

~workforce. It

ity accept arbitration at a
mass meeting?  Quite
simple — NALGO national
officials said accept or we
withdraw all  support,

including strike pay, and

the local branch officers
recommended this solution
to the meetmg

It is not clear at the
moment why
officers made this recom-
mendation. They and the
typists  have already
learnt in this dispute that
sometimes you have to
fight the union as well as
your employers. Only a

few weeks ago they secured

strike pay by picketing
NALGO national head-
quarters. This fight was
obviously necessary again.

Morale

The typists’ claim could
and should have been won

- in full. The employers were
~ cracking
among
arising. Support from other

while morale
the strikers was

‘trade unionists emrioyed

If management Ifs SUCCESS-
ful in pushing through the
7%% speed-up, then it will
inevitably lead to even more
job losses, since a smaller
workforce will be required
to produce -the same amount

of work being done at
present.
“They can’t change the

times and keep on the same
will mean
another loss of jobs and
that’s what we’re fighting
about.” a shop steward told
Socialist Organiser.

Bosses at the plant are
also refusing to begin nego-

tiations about this year’s pay
they -do

“the. stnke isover.’
}ust ‘as last month

Management 4Te Lymcal-; .__.f‘;".f.were saymg they - WOUld not

Ty < begin-negotiatjons until thcy_"’“'-"f
'ﬁhmugﬁ the 500 redundan-

78o{he strike is not jus!
a:b'out ‘the latest speed-up;

- ll»ls ‘inseparable from thlg_@

year s'pay clatim.

the branch

they

“ment —theylre o still

‘This.anakes ail the rﬁur@
manng “fhe attitude of local ™

R

by the council was increas-
ing the pressure for a just
settlement, but the NALGO
national officials didn’t
have the ‘bottle’ for seeing

‘the fight through like these

women had.
Dump

This story of betrayal
by those paid out of our

union subs to serve our

interests is a familiar one.

- Out of this betrayal, how-

ever, yet another group of
workers has learnt a very

‘valuable lesson.

Unless we take seriously
the fight to dump these

.wellfed, union-car-driving,

200- gumea-smted para-
sites, and replace them
with a leadership account-
able to the members and
with the guts to fight our
battles with us to the end,
Thatcher and her friends
can sleep easy in their beds
at night.

I suspect, however, that
NALGO national officials
cannot. Liverpool typists
bave long, long ntemories.

SUE ERSWELL

AUEW full timers and of the
shop stewards’ convenor
and Communist
member George McCormack.
AUEW full-timer Gavin
Laird reacted to the walk-
out by lining up with
management. In an open
letter to the workers he
claimed that management
was
r1ghts under the terms of last
year's pay agreement to
implement the speed-up.
Instead of working to

bring the rest of the factory

out in support of the 1500
strikers McCormack was
quite prepared to let them
‘carry® on working, so that
stockpiled productlon could

be sent out

the ~work:s Out
gals ‘over then we're “out

fﬁn With=fhe last job. We’ re" '
“‘%’m}ng g endr@ut on: they a,’[l}g{g}layt. Jthex
jﬁeet"ﬁﬁt“e%fmappem S DRIV
ight: “‘avwell go- ther . the stpk

Party

perfectly within its

ThlS made an eventual'
”flock-out inevitable. o
““We've only been kept
" ofr’ Because .it-suits manage-
gettmgf:,;.-;
But orr'oe?'-:

Strike call

BARKING and Dagenham
Council has forced its Edu-
cation Committee to plan
cuts of £2.7 million from
the education budget over
the next two years. With
last year’s £1.2 million cuts,

this constitutes the largest

proportional cut in educa-
tion spending in the country.
The Education Commit-

tee have themselves admitted -

that there are no grounds in

- terms of falling rolls for

these cuts and that the
education of children in the
borough is certain to suffer.

Clubs

The borough is likely to
lose some 150 teaching jobs
in schools. 200 ‘dinner
ladies’ are to go, 10 Further
Education jobs will be lost,

. and 15 nursery assistants and
- five

youth clubs
disappear.

Most mmd-bogghng of all
is the plan to cut the educa-
tional unit of the borough’s
Assessment Centre. Unless
the council plans not to edu-
cate children in this unit at

all, they will have to go to

Tocal junior and secondary

schools, adding further prob-

lems to an already over-.

worked school system.

Protest

Teachers in the borough
are officially operating no
cover action and have with-
drawn goodwill as a protest
against past and future cuts.

-Children have been sent

home in some comprehen-
sives, but the effect on
primaries, where no cover
could be devastating, has
been minimal.

Stan Crooke explains the issues behind the strike
of 1500 production workers
Hillington (Glasgow).

at Rolls Royce,

hole hog and come out on
strike as well”’ said the shop
steward only days before the

" inevitable lock-out
happened.

Last Wednesday (28

October) management

announced they were laying
off the 2,500 workers not on

strike. MoCorm ack didn’t

‘seem to be perturbed by the

lock-out. Hours after the
announcement he was meet-
ing with management and
AUEW officials (the very

" ones who refused to make
- the strike official) to try and

engineer a return to work.

Overwhelmingly'

But msplte of the lack of

y lead from McCormack, |
- m sptte of the refusal of the: B
AUEW to make the strike cfioersii e

.....

. offigial, and m “spite of the
v.;;wﬁchmunt

by .the
omedia, - the. stiikers
-refused to. hacﬁ aown Atar

‘INAES ¢ MEeting “held - la§t
#ain vote&
coﬂtﬁ'nw

......

- against
: Barking

by Chris Giles

will

- sure that

= ed 3R <+ ‘
Tt . < .

A 200-strong march on a
council meeting signified the
start of an alliance between
the NUT, parents and other
workers in schools, notably
those in NUPE. In some
schools, joint union groups
have been set up and a
borough-wide  inter-union
committee has been set up
to organise opposition to the
cuts among the borough’s
workers.

All this sounds very
hopeful. The seeds of an
effective campaign have been
sewn, but it is widely felt
in the schools that the
‘action’ being taken is totally
inadequate.

Unlikely

~ The local NUT Associa-
tion has proposed ‘rolling
strikes’ as an alternative;
this would result in the
orchestrated - closing of
schools in rotation. The
NUT Action Committee, on
past form, are very un]ikely
to back this. o
Since these cuts seem to
be the largest in the country,

it is up to them to make a
“test case of Barking and act
now to coordinate a cam-

paign of industrial action
which will close schools and
bring home to the council,
parents and children ahke
the opposition of workers
in schools to their plans for

‘the next two years.

“Workers in Barking and

AD enham often forget that

then' employer is supposed
to be a Labour Authority.
‘Socialist’- councillors are
carrying out government
policy without a whimper of
protest.

~ Unified

They would do well to
follow the example -of
Waltham Forest council,
who have made no cuts at all
in public expenditure.

- Councillors in . Barking
should take notice of their
oomrades in other boroughs
and join in a unified cam-
pangn against . the govern-
ment’s plans to undermine
state educational provision,

‘health and social services.

- NUT members in the
Labour Party should make
motions urging
this approach are sent from
their CLPs to the forth-
coming Regional Council
Special Meeting on 12
December.
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Fhe labour movement’s leaders have
"

‘ ' !)een silent about the carve-up, victim-
: B ~ isation, and prosecution of 48 trade
| R , _. | ' unionists in Scotland. Stan Crooke

reports.

ON TUESBAY | October 13 The Hunterston dispute Ina mlhtary -style opera- o em ;.)l(')}rment”.

C e
i
P

A

fines totalling £300 on five
others. |

The 46 are members of
the Boilermakers’ Society,
arrested and charged with
‘breach of the peace ' in
September of last year
during the Hunterston oil
‘rig yard dispute.

" Two other members

pleaded not guilty in Kil-
marnock, and are due to
reappear in court in mid-
February..
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luird’moves in

-~ LAST WEEK Laurence Scott
boss Arthur Snipe failed to
reopen his Openshaw factory
with a management-selected
workforce and the loss of
500 jobs. | |
This week, after an emer-
‘gency board meeting, he
announced that as far as he
was concerned, the dispute
was finally over.
"~ The factory will remain
permanently - closed, he
stated because it is impos-
sible to reopen it in working

order. He claims that ‘van-

dalism® by the strikers has
caused thousands of pounds
worth of damage.
~ Snipe is an accomplished
exponent of the philo sophy
that if you are going to tell
4 lie. make it a massive one.
His contemptible inven-
tion so far off beam as to be
Jaughable , has simply
strengthened the determina-
_tion of the strikers to see
‘the dispute, now entering its
~ eighth month through to the
~ bitter end. o

“constitution
decisions.

union democracy.
On Thursday August 28

last year, the yard walked

out in protest at the unsafe
working conditions.

But union officials met |

the bosses and issued a
joint statement accepting:

¢ no change in working
conditions ‘until
appropriate time’, .

¢ automatic sacking for
anyone who struck without
going through procedure,

¢ no payment for ‘time
lost’ due to the walk-out.

Rejected

An official recommend-
ation to return to work was
overwhelmingly rejected by
a mass meeting of the strik-

ers on Thursday Sep-
tember 4th.
AMC, the yard’s owners,

sacked all 900 strikers.
Phillips Petroleum announ-
‘ced that they would have

the platform towed away
for completion in Holland.

The union leaders threw all -
their energy into smashing
the strike. And the police

went into action against the
pickets.

FRESH from trying to sell

out the workers at Rolls

Royce Hillington (see
facing page), AUEW offic-
ial Gavin Laird this week

the dole queues. The AUEW
Executive’s refusal to pass
onto the final appeal court
important papers relating to
the dispute meant that the
court felt it was unable to
adjudicate on the workers’

claim that the Executive
were in breach of rule m

making the dispute
anofficial and withdrawing
the District levy.

The courts passed a
motion of censure on the
Executive. This is the third
time in the last 12 months
that the Executive have
totally ignored the body
which has attempted to
provide a basic safeguard

for members against Execu-

tive disregard of -the union
and NC

It emphasises yet again

- Duffy and Boyd’s contempt
for their membership. The

problem is that despite
protest - resolutions . and
censure motions, they have
got away with it.

the

‘labour,

.-V-Aer_al
GMWU issued a call for

bureaucrats to force their
members to return to work. .

- Lemmings'

The new conditions for a
return to work agreed by
them and the bosses now
also included: cutbacks In
the workforce at the yard,
the use of sub-contract
and individual
reapplication for jobs by
all who had been sacked.

On Monday September
29, ‘a mass meeting of
GMWU members voted for
a return to work, but the
Boilermakers’ mass meet-
ing voted to continue.

‘““The boilermakers are

acting like lemmings and
complete anarchists’’,
raged Scottish GMWU

regional secretary Jimmy
Morrell. <

Scabbing

The Boilermakers’ gen-
secretary and the

X P

organised scabbing: ‘‘it is
_imperative that our - joint
* membership

r-es_pond to

this directive and apply

chaired a joint committee
of shop stewards and offic-
ials to discuss Hoover’s
job-cuts plans.

-~ Hoover want to shut their

NIPE’S BIG LIE

mittees. |
It is an ironic comment

on the anarchic workings of

" the capitalist system that, as

260 Scotts workers fight for
their jobs in Openshaw, the
Aurora Group have declared
the intention of closing their
factory at Ecclesfield in
Sheffield with the creation
of over 100 extra jobs in—
guess where—Opensahw.

The Scotts strikers have
no intention of benefitting
from the misfortune of other
workers. This move is being
fiercely resisted by the
Sheffield stewards and these

jobs “should be blacked by

the whole Manchester labour
movement., |

For the Scotts workers
the realisation now must be
that only picketing and
blacking. can. take therr
dispute forward, helpful
though resotutions and mess-
ages of support may be.
~ It is the organisation of
this kind of action which
should be made the central

lost,

organisation was smashed,
sub-contract  labour was
brought in and strikes were
effectively banned.

But the bureaucrats had

not yet finished their dirty

work. After the Hunterston
ex shop stewards organised
a meeting in Glasgow on
Monday November 17,
attended by over 100 trade
unionists, in order to publi-
cise the betrayal by their:
misleaders, and to carry on
and broaden out the fight,
Scottish TUC general secr-
etary Jimmy Milne denoun-
ced it as an attempt to
break up the STUC! .

And the Hunterston
stewards were barred from
addressing the annual
conference of Scottish
Trades Councils secretaries
and chairpersons and -the
STUC convention against
unemployment last
December.

We need to build a cam-
~ paign in defence of the two
trade unionists still to be

tried, and to make sure that
the lessons of the Hunters-
ton dispute are not lost.

Perivale (West London)
plant and cut hundreds of

jobs at Cambuslang (Glas-

gow) and Merthyr Tydfil.
Laird said that the unions

would back the Perivale

workers if they took action

to resist the closure, and

stewards from Cambuslang
and Merthyr said that they
would black the transfer
of work if Perivale took
action.

But Cambuslang and

Merthyr are planning no

action against their own

job cuts. And Perivale has

initiated no action either.

Instead of meeting a firm
commitment from the

unions to take action ag-
ainst any job cuts, any-

where, the Hoover bosses

have been able to trade on

the relief of Merthyr and
‘Cambuslang at not being

shut, and the despair of
Perivale.

| the more militant
- workers were sacked, union
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. 41 trede wunionists were began as a fight for safer ‘tion carried out on Wednes- On Monday October 20,
| week the High Court in agement had sacked all he @rrests was a fresh bosses'
Edinburgh had imposed 900 strikers, and for trade attempt by ~the unmion ‘ent]

Three months on the picket line while the officials do nothing but fuss about tribwemals

Glencroft faces

SO SOO
- —
,

'union sabotage

THL ¢
strike at Glencroft Knitwear,
Glasgow, for reinstatement

and union recognition, now
face the threat of their union .
~ withdrawing official support.

At a meeting on Friday

October 30, national offic-
jals of the NUHKW told
them that the union would

continue to pay strike pay
for the next three weeks, but

would then review fthe situa- -
depending on how

tion,
much support came in.

But so far the unioh off- |

icials have often done more
to hinder than help support.
Before the women can speak

STAFFA workers in
East London are still
picketing their plant
to save jobs after

being evicted from it
by 300 police.

Mass pickets have
been called for each
Monday morning,
from 7am to 8am at

fifteen women on

~_airport.

anywhere, for example, it

has to be vetted by union

officials. | |
Events the women have

~been told not to- attend
“include the Laurence Scott
support conference on Nov-

ember 14 and last weekend’s
demonstration commemorat-
ing the Jarrow march. |

And the blacking at air-

~ports, generally assumed to

be in operation, is in fact
non-existent at Glasgow

“The TGWU full timer
told Socialist Organiser that

the correspondence he had

received from the NUHKW

Argall Ave, London
E10. ,

The workers are
also calling for black-
ing of Staffa products,
and messages and
money can be sent to:
Staffa AUEW strike
committee, 39 Somers
Rd,  Walthamstow,

London E17.

(the Glencroft workers’
union) had been passed on
to the shop stewards at the
airport, but he did not know
what was happening about

it. |
‘Blacked

‘Our members will be
looking out for Glencroft
stuff®, he said. ‘And it will be
blacked if thev gpot any. But
really seen so busy
with 3 lem’ at British
AirwayP*ui.. it hds taken up
all our time>. ™~ |

No-one at the freight
terminal at the airport knew
anything about the supposed
blacking. TGWU members at
the British Caledonian, Serv-
isair, and Lepair depots said
‘that they had not even heard
about the dispute and did
not handle Glencroft prod-
ucts anyway.

At the KLM and SAS
depots, cuts in manning
levels have resulted in office
staff (in APEX) handling the
freight. Buf they too have
never heard of Glencroft.
‘The British Airways people
might do that kind of thing
(i.e. blacking) but it’s not
the kind of thing we go in
for’, an APEX-member at
SAS amiably remarked.

But at the British Atr-
ways depot it was the same
story: the shop steward had
heard nothing about the
dispute. And although Brit-
ish Airways used to handle
Glencroft products, he said,
it was years since anything
from them had passed
through the depot.

Depots -

Other depots at the air-
port  are run by cowboy
firms, and non-unionised.

What has to be done
now, and should have been
done a long time ago, is
establish just where Glen-
croft products are shipped
out, and implement effective

~ blacking. If they are going

through non-unionised dep-
ots, this would mean getting
CPSA members to black the

" customs and excise forms.

The other thing that has
to be done is build support
for the . picket line. The
NUHKW officials should
spend less time preparing for
the industrial tribunal, and
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DRAMATIC new develop-
ments have changed the
nature of the struggle at
St Mary
Road (London)

. The last week has seen
the occupation of the sector
administrator’'s office, a
raid on Ward 2 with the

aid of the boys in blue, and -

the suspension of two
workers.

The new stage in the
fight has come from the
clash between the ruthless
desperatlon of the admin-

istration and the deter-

mination of the workforce
to save the hospital and to
Iput an end to their harass-
ment and intimidation.

's Hospital, Harrow -

by Dettie Clinton
The key figure in the

build-up of confidence and
willingness to fight was

Rita Maxim, T&G shop
steward and a
orderly.

Browbeaten

- She refused to be brow-
beaten by yet another call
to a disciplinary hearing
for her refusal to do the
work of others. ‘‘There are'
80 many wnthout wor
she said, ‘‘it is wrong for
them to expect us to do the
work of two or three
people’’

She would not accept the
vahdlty of the meeting with

Nettal,

ward

" FIGHTING FASCISM
SLINGTC

. Nembi 5
.q.}er‘l\e’ ?it){)
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the. administrator, Julian

officer.

“I would not sit down
with them. I told my union
district officer, Mr John
Newe, but he wanted me to
take part in the meeting,

as they could decide to -

sack me anyway without

- me being there.

‘“But I said no.

‘I went into the meeting
with Mr Newe and Mr
Beckles, my branch secre-
tary. When they told me to
sit down and talked to me
like a naughty boy in front
of the teacher, 1 got very
angry and told them they
were not my judge and I

by Anna Sullivan (organiser, Islington Anti Nazi League)

CHAPEL Market is a large, -

busy market in the south of
Islington which is open all
day on Saturdays and until
one o'clock on Sunday. It
is placed in a part of the
borough where the popula-

tion is predominantly white

working class. For fascist
groups like the National
Front, it is seen as breeding
ground . for their extreme
racist and fascist policies.

Although the National
Front took a real beating at
the
election and the GLC elect-
ions, and suffered tremend-
ous disintegration because
of their faction fights, they
have used the present polit-
ical climate of economic
slump and mass unemploy-
ment to regroup and
rebuild, mainly among

youth.

They came back to Chap-
el Market a year ago on
Sundays to try once more

to put across their filthy

politics as the answer to
everything. The Islington
Anti-Nazi League organis-
"ed once more to oppose
them.

We produced leaflets
exposing their policies for
what they really meant.

.

Conference for action
against rdcism and
fascism in Islington

Sponsored by Islington

Trades Council, Isling-

ton ANL, and Islington
~ Labour Parties.

Sunday November 29,

from 10.30am at Caxton

House 'St John's Way,
London N19..

. — the borough have also been

'Pubhshed by the Soc:ahst Orgamser Aihance 28 Mfddle Lane Lon

Organiser Alliance.

polls in the general

They at first tried to put

on a respectable face. This

didn’t last long. They laun-

ched one attack after an-

othér on members of the
- ANL, -<the Other Book-
shop (where a woman in
the shop was injured so
badly her skull was fractur-
ed}, and an arson attack on
the Community Press.

- They have sworn to get
rid of any opposition to

‘them by any means avail-

able — and we all know -

what that means in fascist
terms: wolence and intim-
idation.

“Streets

The people of Islington
have made it quite clear
“that they do not want them
selling thelr filthy litera-
ture, and we have collected
1, 000 signatures from the
local shoppers stating their
opposition to the sale of
NF literature at the market:
However the Nazis have
made it quite clear that

they are determined to
smash literally, any
opposition to them.

The ANL has the official
support of the Trades
Council and many union
branches in the area, also
the support of the local
Labour Party wards. We
still need, though, the
support on the streets on
- Sundays, to -show visibly
that there 1s a strong
opposition from the labour
movement to their pOhthS
of genocide.

Stabbed

The isolated Asmh fam-
_ilies who live in the south of

under A‘attfacik and harass-
ment for a long time, and

we have to say and to show

loud and clear that we are

not prepared for this situa-

tion to go on any longer.
Two weeks ago a memb-

er of the ANL was almost

stabbed to death by a fasc-

‘ist lunatic. In other parts of

London there have been
attacks by fascists on blacks
and Asians that
resulted in death.

We have to form a strong
" united front to fight this.

threat to our community,
and show that we will not
be intimidated.
Islington ANL ask for

support at Chapel Market

on Sunday mornings from
10am, on the corner of
Liverpool Road and Upper
Street.

£150 from Leeds and Bradford and smaller extra .

and a personnel -

~ intimidation
. were dropped’’.

have

The

would not stay to hear

‘them. I walked out.

““My supporters outside
walked into the room and
refused to move until the
disciplinary ' charges and
against me

24 hour

- After Rita left, the 35 or
40 other workers, domest-
ics, porters, nurses and
lab assistants, gave the
‘judges’ a hard time. Mr
Nettal went out and was
then not allowed back into
the room. The other great
man ran off like a fright-
ened rabbit.

In a long discussion on

“the next thing to do, the .3
link was drawn between the -

harassment of Rita and
“others and the rundown of
the hospital and closure of
wards. It was decided that
the occupation needed a

~ permanert office to coord- -
~ inate the fightback all over

the. hospital and - where
someone could always be
contacted with informa-
tion, questions, or prob-
lems.

A vote was taken for a
24 hour occupation of the
office. That has been in

operation for the last week.

Nettal has had to camp
out in other offices since,
with only a bleep to keep
him in contact. He has been
‘pushing silly letters under
the door statmg he gave
no permlssmn for -
occupation and pleadmg
for his flhng cabinet back,

and trying to harass the

switchboard staff into

cutting off the phones.
Axeman

Tlus more pathetic plct*
ure of Nettal, however, 18
only one side of the axe-
man of St Benedict’s hospi-
tal, where he opened the
gates ' to the scab

ambulances. -
His more vicious self

amounts from London, came in this week in response
to our call tor money to help the work of Socialist
Organiser and the Leyland -Action Commuttee for the

BL strike.

Now the strike is off. But work must continue

to organise the militants who came forward in the N
“strike into the Leyland Action Committee and to
ombat demoralasatton That needs money, too.

. ~ '
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this
~occupation office, and by

SUPPORT ST MARY'S HOSPITAL!
Labour Movement Conference

Saturday November 21, 11am to 2pm, at
Porchester Hall, Porchester Rd, London W2,

Kila Maxim

Making a pomt at Monday s mass meeting

was soon to be displayed.

- Two days later, on Fnday.j
~ 31st, he orgamsed the kid-

napping of patients from
Ward 2 under the watch-v, |
- ful eye of the police. -

Suspended

With the help of the
Head Porter, two admini-
strators (Allsop and Ala-

' baster, the former said to

be ‘a NALGO member),
and Miss Morrell, the dis-
trict nursing chief, he took

control of the ward and

wheeled the patients out.
Word came late to the

the time a picket could be
‘assembled to stop this
atrocity only one very sick

woman was ‘left. These

‘brave’ specimens then

locked themselves into the

ward with this

unate patient.
They had earlier iIn the

unfort-

day changed the lock to

ensure no slip-ups.
One trick they pulled,
however, backfired on

them. A patient who was
taken to X-ray suddenly .

found herself bemg retum- |
“ed to a male ward. (The ad-

ministrators. now call it a
‘mixed ward’,

on being returned to Ward
2. She was

getting more and more
distressed and unhappy.

This sight would surely

be enough to make them

see reason and relent? Far

from it! Instead, Miss

Morrell, with the help of
- a police inspector, wheeled

her away and suspended
two of the workers, a

porter, Mick Woods, and
a nurse,

act.
Police
" The police were again

used to clear away the pick-
ets so that the last patient

e need money
to fight back

~ And the basic £2,000 a month, for our regular
bills, is also vital. I1t’s no good complammg about the
role of Duffy and Kitson unless we put the necessary

resources — including money -- into the work needed

‘to replace them with Ieadershlps prepared to stand up

" to Edwardes and the Tories.
-Send money to Socialist ‘Organiser, -
London N8 (cheques payable to Socnallst o
x Orgamser) o A

Lane,

''''''

~ constantly

. since putt-

ing these hijacked women

- in there). |

| She bravely refused to
cooperate, and insisted

| eventually
brought back — but left -
locked out and unattended

for more than 20 minutes,
- statement.

““going ‘round the h
- ‘has been well supported.

Adrian Herz-
-mark, for refusing to go
along with this heartless

meetmg

. 1 . .
? - -

L

Her husband, who was
his 86 year old wife, said,
“1 have seen- thmgs like
this before — when I was
in a concentration camp’’.

These actions have m-ade
the workers and their
supporters more determm
ed than ever.

A deputation of nurses
and others demanded

Adrian’s immediate rem-
The -

- It is reported that the
locks on the other wards

‘at- the side of

have. also been changed. =

prepare too. Any hint-of an

again must be met with an
immediate

" But the workforce must

‘attempt  to clear a ward

stoppage - of B

work and a-mass picket at |

| the door of the ward.

Each group of workers

“must begin to prepare their

own work rotas, to be able

to do away with the super-
visors.

Any compromlse must be

rejected — such as the offer
to reinstate Adrian, while
mvestxgatlons and in-

quiries are carried out, at -

St Mary’s Hospital, Praed
St, W2! _

Su ort ‘must flow in

from outSIde bodies.
conference in Porchester
Hall on November 21 is
designed to build that
support and decide what
action' other
workers can take to back up

The .

groups of

this vital fight.
Pickets are even more
urgently needed now,_

including some to stay in
overnight.

 Support

- The London Ambulance
Service workers have form-
ed a close alliance
St Mary’s, and :keep the

 occupation committee in-
'~ formed of who they are

28 Middle

bnngmg in and out.

And the local Trades _' :
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