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By Gerry

£2 is. about what Norman
Fowler earns in five minutes.
For millions of pensioners
and low income families it’s
what they have to feed them-
_selves in a day.

£2 a week, average, is what
the government intends to
claw back from housing bene-
fit claimants. It will affect
two million of the worst-off,
tipping some over the knife-
edge between poverty and
destitution.

Inside:

Pages 6-7: Why millions
are starving in Africa.
Centre pages: Tamil
women in Sri Lanka:

a double oppression.
Page 3: What the Police
Bill means.

Page 14. Hospital
occupations call fight-
back conference.

Page 15: The NGA’s
road to defeat.

Page 2: Left unity.
Plus: reports, reviews,
letters...
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Byrne

Some low-paid families
stand to lose as much as £8
per week in benefits.

And the Tories show no
shame. Brazen as ever, Mar-
garet Thatcher accepted the
accusation of robbing the
poor without a blink.

She agreed that what the
government gave with one
hand it took back with the
other. She did not dispute
that it was the worst off who
would be hit by these pro-
posals. She blamed high
taxes!

The new housing benefit
system has been a disaster
since its introduction. It was
made clear when the system
was brought in that no extra
money would be made avail-
able to set up the new admin-

~ istrative machinery required.

Indeed, one of the bonuses of
the scheme for the Tories was
that it would lose 2,400 Civil
Service jobs. |
Claimants who previously
got money towards their rent
and rates from the DHSS
would now get rent and rate
rebates from their local coun-

cils instead.

But no new jobs were to .

be created in local authorit-
ies, who took on responsibil-
ity for running the new
scheme. The extra work-

load was to be foisted on a
workforce already cut to
ribbons by the squeeze on
local government finance.

The results were predict-
able. Millions of tenants were
wrongly put into rent arrears
by the failure to process
housing benefit claims quick-
ly enough.

Council tenants didn’t fare
too well, but at least the
result there was usually a
problem for different local
authority departments to sort
out between themselves.

For private and housing
association tenants the pic-
ture was Dbleaker. They

‘weren’t getting money from

the DHSS — nor (because of
delays) from the council.

The National Federation
of Housing  Associations
found that the number of
their tenants in serious rent
arrears (over eight - weeks)
rose five times over in the last
year.

Nobody knows how many

tenants, often elderly, have
gone hungry and cold because
they made it a point of
honour not to run up rent

arrears.
Another pernicious aspect

of- the scheme is that it
removes a substantial slice of
claimants’ income from their
direct control. When you’re
on the poverty line, the
ability to juggle bills is essen-
tial. Suddenly, along comes
housing benefit and a third or

a halt of your income is taken
out of your hands. Instead of
getting cash from the DHSS,
you just get a reduction in
your rent and rates.

The pay-off was supposed
to be that the poorest people
wouldn’t run up huge rent
arrears to pay off other bills.
What has actually happened is
the bills don’t get paid and
tenants find themselves with
huge rent arrears which aren’t
their fault!

And now, to cap it all,
even that money they can’t
get their hands on is cut.
Norman Fowler has said he’s
prepared to consider other
ways the axe can fall — so
as not to alienate Tory back-
benchers.

But the £230 million cut is
not negotiable. |

So for five minutes of Mr
Fowler’s time, two million
people can choose whether to
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Who needs 19847

Neil Kinnock made a
speech in Parliament against
the benefit cuts — but that, it
seems, is about the end of the
official labour movement
fight against them. Labour
MPs will continue to be a
‘loyal’, cooperative opposi-
tion in Parliament; the TUC
will continue to talk to the
Tories. |

Socialists should step up
the fight to turn the labour
movement round for a strug-
gle against the Tories. Recall
the TUC to reverse the
capitulation to the anti-union
laws — and demand the
TUC breaks off its talks and
collaboration with the Tories.

Labour MPs should
obstruct Tory business in
Parliament, using Westminster
not as a debating chamber
but as a platform .from
which to mobilise action.

'NUPE had authorised

members.

action — the only effec-

CANMRBDREW MONORE

January 24. 20,000
marched against the
Tories’ plans to abolish
the Greater London
Council and the metro-
politan counties, and
many more struck.

NALGO, NUT and

strike action by their

Now the campaign
has to continue. The
unions and the Labour
Party should start cam-
paigning for industrial

tive means of fighting
for local democracy and
local services.
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he conditions
for left unity

LEFT WING unity is very desirable but very hard to create.

Socialist Organiser is.for unity. Indeed, Socialist Organiser
actually initiated the only successful work of building left
unity in the recent history of the British labour movement.
The paper itself has, of course, grouped different tendencies
together (though some have left us). We initiated the very
important broad unity of the Labour Left around the Rank
and File Mobilising Committee in 1980-1. Without the colla-
boration of Vladimir Derer, Frances Morrell, and others, we
would not have got it off the ground. But it was Socialist
Organiser who saw the opening and moved to take it.

But unity cannot be created at will, or just by ‘demand-
ing’ it loudly enough. The conditions have to be right.

Because unity is desirable the cry for it is popular and

bestows popularity on those who raise it. At any given

moment, many who would like left wing unity don’t under-
stand how difficult it is to achieve, or haven’t given much
thought to the problems of creating it, or are not acquainted

“with the history of attempts to secure it. This means that

there is usually a receptive audience for demagogic cries for

unity.
So the cry for ’ umty can become a sectional catchcry —

a way of prosecuting the factional war ‘by other means’. Per-
haps because unifications — let alone successful unifications
— on the Left are so rare, the cry for unlty IS more often
than not just such a cynical catchcry.

One grouping — the organisation that used to be the IMG

— specialised in a type of appeal for unity which they knew
privately as a ‘unity offensive’. Peace is war! |

- Such operations”inevitably tend to poison the political
“atmosphere and devalue the whale idea of unity. |

The recent Labour Coordinating Committee appeal for
unity belongs essentially to the ‘unity offensive’ school. The
LCC, which was one of the first to break with the Rd®k and
File Mobilising Committee is attempting to use unity as a
club in the cause of the Kinnock leadership. They are attem-
pting to exploit the widespread labour movement desire for
unity to kick out the Tories to bludgeon the serious Left into
disarming itself politically and falling meekly into line behind
the Kinnock-faced version of Wilson’s, Callaghan’s, and
Foot's Labour Party. | |

There must be unity in action to kick out the Tories and
put in a Labour government with everyone in the Labour
Party, not only with Kinnock, but with Dennis Healey too.
But to accept internal party unity, and ideological unity with
the Kinnock leadership, is to abandon the struggle for a
socialist Labour Party, and, ultimately, to abandon the hope
of the labour movement developing a basic and fundamental
alternative to the Tories and Toryism.

That is why Socialist Organiser agrees in general with
Labour Briefing’s response (in its February issue) to the
LCC's ‘unity offensive’.

The authors rightly say: “... There is no basis for unity in
proposals that give uncritical support to the present Labour
Party Ieadershlp, a leadership which is still witch huntlng
socialists...””

- They then list five points (each expanded in more detall)
as a political basis for unity: -

1. We stand for a working class socialist Labour Party,
committed to fighting for a fundamental transformation of
society, which would take control of the economy and the
state out of the hands of the bourgeoisie and into the hands
of the working class. »

2. We stand for an internationalist Labour Party...

3. We stand for a Labour Party committed to fighting
oppression of women, black people, lesbians, gay men and
other oppressed groups...

4. We stand for a democratic Labour Party and labour
movement.

5. We stand for a Labour Party which is relevant to the
lives of ordinary working people... |

It is unfortunate that three of the four in the working
party writing the platform (John Bloxam of Socialist
Organiser beipg the exception) voted to include in it a British
nationalist position on the EEC {smothered in international-
ist phrases and good wishes for working class unity). To call
for withdrawal from the EEC cannot in political reality mean
anything other than proposing an ‘independent’ capitalist
Britain as our alternative to the bourgeoisies’ fumbling
efforts at European integration.

But that only goes to emphasise once again that an
zssentia- part of working towards left unity — of preparing
ne gro- nd for it— is the organisation of serious political
2 scussic i on the issues that divide us.

By Jane Ashworth

FIRST Mark Thatcher’s dodgy
Mid-East contract and now
revelations of a racket in the
Department of Employment.
Things aren’t going too well for
a would-be pristine pure govern-
ment.

Details of a Scotland Yard
investigation into the activities of
one Reuben Davis are emerging.

Davis seems to have been
running a ‘service’ for people
wanting to move to Britain but
forbidden by the racist immigra-
tion laws.

Davis,
“aid - to foreigners who couldn’t
understand the complex 1mmi-
gration procedures” would,
alleged, forge documents and pass
them on to his hired help in the
DE who would then authorise a
work permit. Davis 1S now in
America and the police have
spent 18 months looking out for
his accomplice in the DE.

CLPD AGM’ ,
nock’s shadow

1In Ki

THE outcome of the CLPD AGM
will not be finally known until
after the third part of the AGM
has been held in Scotland on
February 4. But at the London
AGM — the largest of the three
meetings — the forces of the left
were much depleted this year

“and the EC looks set to maintain

its control of the organisation.

It was sometimes difficult to
gauge the views of the 150 or so
members and delegates at the
AGM. All votes had to be recor-
ded on a ballot paper by each
individual so that the votes of all
three AGMs could be added
together for a final result.

Sessions

Results will not be known
until after the third session. Reso-
lutions will be voted on and dis-
cussed over again at the second
and third session!

The left challenge began
immediately with proposals to
refer back the Secretary’s

report and the EC statement to -

the AGM.

Moving reference back of the

EC statement, Walter Wolfgang
rejected the suggestion in the
EC statement that members on
the left of CLPD had themselves
been responsible for the set-
backs suffered in the fight for
a2mocratic
years by refusing to compro-
mise when the tide began to
turn. -
Replying, Vladimir Derer
benignly argued that it was
necessary for CLPD to ‘‘learn
from its mistakes’’. -

The debate on reference back
typified much of the day. The
left did most of the debating,
while the EC members and their
supporters held back for a final
reply, safe in the knowledge that
they would win the vote. And
win the vote they certainly
seemed to do. Both motions to

refer back were lost on a show of
hands.

Benevolent

Consequently, the EC did not
whip their supporters into a
frenzy over the threat of an
‘ultra-left take-over’ (as they did
last year) and many rank-and-
file members seemed more

willing, as a result, to listen to
the points being made by the
left.

Vladimir Derer assumed the
role of a benevolently chastising

exposed

self—advertised as an

it is

reform in recent .

Alex Lyon, a minister in the

Home Office in 1975 first soun-

ded the alarm bells about Davis.
He thought he was a danger to
immigrants.. But it seems no-
one, certainly not Roy Jenkins,
the then Home. Secretary, was
very interested. Now that corrup-
tion in the civil service is involved
the case is being taken up.

Davis does seem to be a
racketeer, his running mate Hill
appeared in court last week and
told how Davis never had a per-
manent office and would run his
business frem odd telephones and
other people’s premises. Hill said
he believed Davis’s story that he
was trying to Keep down his
client’s costs. Hill got a year’s
probation.

Unfortunately the inquiries at
the DE will involve chasing up
permits which are thought to be
fraudulent, which means harass-
ment of immigrants, some of
whom have been charged up to
£10,000 by Davis for the privil-
ege.

Ian Swindale reports

father pointing out the errors of
his ultra-left’ chlldren

Priorities

The motions on priorities were
based on the EC’s assessment
that no attempt should be made

at present to push for further

democratic reforms within the

Party with the exception of

greater democracy for women.
Instead, the priority should be
defending gains already won.

The logic of the position
argued on this and other issues
at the AGM was that since con-
frontation was now out of the
question, compromise and ‘‘give
and take’’ were the order of the
day.

But as Socialist Organiser

- supporter John Bloxam pointed

out, it has historically always
been the Left that has been
expected to do the giving. The
right wing never give anything
away unless we fight for it. If the
CLPD had started out with the

attitude that it was necessary to

compromise and give and take
on the issue of Party democracy,
we would not even have made
the modest gains that we have
so far achieved.

Lenin
Inevitably we were all told in

reply about the need to know

when to retreat. (Lenin was cited
as the source of this wisdom on
this particular occasion).
Islington Socialist Organiser
supporter Nik Barstow moved a
resolution on the witch-hunt
which sought to commit CLPD to
campaign for the right of Labour
Party members to organise and
sell papers; for the right of
Marxists to be Labour Party
members; for CLPs to manage
their own affairs; and for the
immediate reinstatement of
those expelied by the purge: The
motion further sought to commit
CLPD to support those CLPs.
that had already refused or
might in the future refuse to

- comply with the purge.

The EC sought to amend Nik
Barstow’s motion to prevent
CIPD committing 1itself to sup-
port CLPs that might defy further
decisions to expel socialists from
the Party.

The EC meved a resolution
opposing the mlsleadmgly

- named campaign for ‘one mem-

>

ber one. vote

The heavily-reported issue of
the voting strength of CLPs at
annual conference proved to be

~another contentious issue with

Pete Willsman moving a com-
posite motion supporting a
greater share of the vote going

‘to CLPs and instructing the

EC to determine the exact
proportions on which the CLPD
would campaign.

Threat
The EC opposed this proposal

~on the grounds that it would

antagonise trade unionists and
that the real division is between
the PLP and the rest of the
Party, not between the CLPs and
everyone else.

Finally a motion moved by
John Bloxam argued that the
Labour Party Campaign Com-

mittee represents a threat to
Party democracy because it is

not under the control of the NEC

and therefore the Party confer-

ence. The motion called on
CLPD to oppose this develop-

ment and argue instead for the

Campaign Committee to be a

sub-committee of the NEC. The

motion was lost in the show-of- |

hands vote

Bribe-taker Reuben Davis -

John Bloxam

In 1983 CLPD declined in size
for the first time in its history (88
fewer affiliated organistions and
122 fewer individual members).

And in contrast to last year’s

hard fought battle at the CLPD
AGM, this mood was clearly

reﬂected at the 1984 AGM
But it would be wrong to write
off CLPD. The fight must con-
tinue both for democratic
reforms and for socialist policies
if we are not %o be pushed back
by the Kinnock leadersth to a
Labour Party of a previous era.
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Newham
Eight

win
half a
victory

SIXTEEN months after the
event, the trial of the Newham 8§
18 fmall over.

Last month the elght were
found not guilty of possessing
offensive weapons and causing
actual bodily harm. But four
were found guilty of making an

affray and were sentenced at the

Old Bailey last Friday.

The guilty verdict could have
prompted a heavy sentence. But
the weight of the campaign and

- the transparency of the police

evidence has resulted in a com-

paratively light sentence: the

four have to do 150 hours of
community service.

Lord Gifford, who defended
Vipun Pathek. and Helen
Kennedy, defending Gurgit
Hunjan argued that the case was
crucial to black people in

Britain. Gifford explained that

the incident happened in an
atmosphere of racial hatred in
Newham and Helena Kennedy
that there were many groups
and publications which would be
only too pleased to see the four
sent to prison.

So in a sense the sentences
represent a victory: once again
the courts have
found against the police and
reaffirmed the verdict on the
Bradford 12 — self-defence is no
offence.

THE POLICE Bill means:

*The police holding peop-
Jle for 96 hours (four days)
without charge,

*Police road blocks round
whole areas with power to
search everything that moves,

*Police power to search
innocent people’s homes,

*Police power to conduct

‘intimate body searches’ of

anyone arrested,
*New and wider police
powers to arrest people,

*Police power to use force
to fingerprint and take ‘non-
intimate samples’ from any-

one they arrest,
*Police power to use force
to finger-print children of 10,
*New and wider police

powers to stop and search

people in ‘public places’,
*New pohce powers to

search and seize confidential

information given to doctors,
journalists,

lawyers, priests,
social workers...

N S L' Pt Uxbndge Rd, London W5

effectively

.........

RS

The Home Office is pulling
out all the stops to convince us
that there is nothing new in their
Police and Criminal Evidence Bill
for innocent people to Worry
about.

This is like an officer In charge
of a firing squad telling those ab-
out to be dispatched ‘not to
worry’ because (a) it’s all perfect-
ly lega, (b) his squad has done this
sort of thing in the past with few
complaints from the victims after-
wards, and anyway, (c¢) some of
their bullets are blanks.

The new 1984 police-state

powers will mean-
* The police will decide the

guilt of suspects. They will have
the power to keep people 1n
custody for 96 hours without
charge.

The so-called right to silence
would be a farce. Only people
trained to stand up to interroga-
tion will survive four. days in a
police station without confessing
to any crime the police want
them to. Even after four days the
police will be able to get magi-
strates to send people back to
police cells so that interrogation
about  ‘other matters’ can

continue.
* People can be held in cus-

tody for four days or more if sus-
pected of a ‘serious arrestable
offence’. The way the government

‘Labour’s Options for
Defence’: a day school
organised by Labour
CND. Satarday January
28, from 10am at Sheffield
Town Hall. Credentials
£2.50 from K.Edwards,
| Hammersmith CLP,

2 Greenwood House, 446

|
!
]
!
!
;
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defines this gives. police officers
discretion to decide that quite
trivial offences fall within 1it.

* The police will be given new
powers to stop and search innoc-
ent people all over the country.
Their power of stop and search
is already oo great and much mis-
used.

* Innocent people will be
treated as guilty. The police will
have powers to search premises if
they have any connection what-
ever with a suspect. It will not
matter that the person whose
home 1is searched is not even
suspected of any offence.

*The police will have the
power to. harass and pressurise
whole areas by throwing road
blocks round them and searching
everything that moves in them be-
cause of the alleged ‘pattern of
crime’ there.

The areas where black people
live are the clear targets of this
new power.

Seizure
* Whole areas of people’s lives

are to be subject to state defini-

tion and police search and seizure.
The information we give to our
doctors, priests, lawyers, solicitors
or journalists could be read,
searched and seized by the police.

* The police will have the

power to conduct what are called
‘intimate body searches’ by force.

This is not the same as the
power to ‘strip search, which the
police will also have. This power
refers to forced searches of
mouths, vaginas, and anuses by
police officers. It will legalise
humiliating and dangerous police
assaults on people.

* The police will have greatly
increased powers to arrest people.
Minor offences like dropping
tter in the street will cause

people to be arrested if the police

decide they do not accept the
name and address of the otfender.

These new powers of arrest
also extend to actions which a
police officer says are likely to be
an ‘affront to public decency’
(not in itself an offence). This is
clearly directed against -gay men
and lesbian women.

Home Secretary Leon Brittan
has also fired oft a volley ol noisy

. —— T A Yt piimm— 4 wi 4 % s a aee s

blanks:

- * New draft codes of practice
governing police behaviour. They
are no better than the codes
which permitted the shooting and
pistol-whipping of Stephen Wal-
dorf in the streets of London.
They will be totally useless in a
court of law, and therefore no-
one will get any protection from
them.

Tape-record

* A promise to tape-record
police interviews with suspects in
their custody. When?

* A promise to set up a Police
Complaints Authority. But this
new quango will allow the police
to continue investigating them-
selves.

* A promise to hand over pro-
secution to a new authorlty
When?

*Pohce-commumty consulta-
tive committees... like the one in
Brixton which agreed to the
police bulldozing the Frontline in

1982.

Such proposals simply distract.

attention from the abuse of exist-
ing police powers which day-to-
day experience and each new re-
search report confirms: from the
new, dangerous, police-state pow-
ers in the Police Bill mentioned
above, and from the ways. in
which the Police Bill seeks to
legalise police lawlessness. -
Alongside the Police Bill, the
state is tooling up a whole new
machinery of repression.

Irish

The government has decided
to make the Prevention of Terror-
ism Act run for period of five
years instead of one, and to make
it apply to other national com-
munities living in Britain... so that
they will suffer the sort of harass-
ment heaped on the Irish in Brit-
ain since 1974. o

.New riot laws have been pro-
posed by the Lane Commission.
New. anti-union laws are being
pushed through. There has been
a massive re-arming and retraining
of all police forces in Brifain since
1981. with new riot squads going
under the names of [nstant Re-
sponse  Units,

" e mdm—— 'Y e e c— Al e s *

Distiuct Support
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T housands marched against z‘he 'Polzce Bill in London on Saturday 21 et

at the Police BiII means

Units, etc.

The police have experimented
with water cannons, and acquired
stocks of CS gas and plastic bull-
ets. We see reinforced police per-
sonnel carriers on our streets.

Under the so-called multi-
agency approach, the State
increasingly tries to make social
workers, teachers, DHSS workers,
and rent officers perform pohcmg
roles

Police forces
There has

1979, and a big increase in police
pay.

The Police Bill has as its
central purpose the creation of
the legal framework to control

been a massive
growth in police numbers since

those groups and individuals who

- mount legitimate resistance to the

attack on our democratic rights
and our standard of living.

What you can do.

* Join the National Campaign
against the Police Bill (c/o 5(
Rectory Road, London NI1¢
7QY) and get your organisatior
to affiliate,

* Set up a local campaign
hold public heetings, get speaker:
to local community and labous

movement organisations, plar
street leaﬂettmgs and fund-raising
gigs.

* Contact your MP and loca
councillors and get them tc
oppose the Bill. |

(Adapted from a leaflet from
the National Campaign Agains
the Police Bill).

10.30 to §.
for details phone 633-8523.

6 EH.

Nottmgham
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Your diary

Saturday January 28. Liaison Committee for the Defence of Trade
Unions conference, County Hall, London SE1. starting 10.30am.
Credentials £2 from 148 Glenny Road, Barking, Essex.

Saturday January 28: national seminar on "Labour Party workplace
branches, County Hall, London.

Saturday January 28: Campaign for Labour Party Democracy AGM
. part 2, Digbeth Civic Hall, Birmingham, 11 to §.

Saturday J anuary 28. London Labour Committee on Ireland day
school, County Hall, 10.30 to 5.

Sunday J anuary 29. Bloody Sunday commemoration demonstration
Assemble Carlisle Street, off Spitalhill, Sheffield, 12.30 p.m.

Saturday February 4: Campalgn for Labour Party Democracy AGM
part 3, North British Hotel, Glasgow, 11 to 5.

Sunday F ebruary 5. Islington Socialist Organiser day schoéol, Thorn-

- hill Neighbourhood Pro;ect Caledonian Rd/Copenhagen St.,

- ———— — — © —— - —

Sunday February 5: London Health Emergency strategy conference,

Saturday February 18/Sunday February 19: Youth CND conference
Saturday February 25. Health Fightback 84 conference, Commun-
ity Buildings, Bradford University, 10.30 to S. Open to all

health workers and delegates from trade unions, Labour Parties
and Health Emergency campaigns. |

Saturday February 25/Sunday February 26: National conference
for CLP delegates, County Hall, London SE1. Credentials £3
for first delegate, £2 for second (who must be a woman), c/o
Islington South CLP, 295 Upper Street, London N1.

Saturday March 24: Broad Lefts Organising Committee conference,
Sheffield. Open to delegates from all trade union bodies, creden-
tials from George Williamson, 11 Sutton Place, London E9

Saturday April 14. Next Socialist Organiser delegate meeting, in

= — p— camems o
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TWO councillors on Stoke City
Council, Jason Hill and Arthur
Bough, have had the whip
withdrawn from them by the
ruling Labour Group. The two
councillors had opposed a pro-
posed rent increase.

Both councillors are now
banned from attending Labour
Group meetings, so in effect

- Elitism or struggle

THE soft left’s attitude on
the rent rise has been most
instructive.

At the November Group meet-
ing the soft left responded to the
5% proposal with a proposal to
adopt the ‘‘Sheffield system’’.

This proposal was moved by
Mick Williams, a leading soft
left, in accordance with the
policy of his branch, Hartshill.
The  intention of the
"‘Sheffield system’’ is to achieve
a rent freeze for employed
tenants by increasing the rents
of those receiving Unified Hous-
ing Benefit and who thus would
not have to pay the increase
anyway. ,
Because of the massive right
wing majority in the Labour
Group (about 45-12) this pro-
posal was rejected. But instead
' of then supporting a rent freeze,
' the soft left proposed an
' increase of 2v2 % .

In the case of those coun- .

- cillors from Hartshill this was
' clearly . against their branch
~ policy of supporting the Shef-
- field system which is designed
~ precisely to have the effect of a
| rent-freeze. '
z{ The 2%2% increase proposal
{

. was also supported by another
' long-standing soft left, Jean
. Edwards, who represents the
same branch as Councillors Hill
- and Bough (Burslem Central).
. Yet the branch has a long estab-
lished policy of opposition to
'cuts, and of mandating its
councillors to vote against them

£
f
E at all times.
:

When even their 2v2% pro-
posal was defeated, the soft left
- surrendered completely. Mick
. Williams recommended a vote in

Housing Chair had stated that it
would be a maximum of 5%, and
this left it open for the Housing
Committee to agree on a zero
Increase. .

Arthur Bough was absenf
ifrom this meeting which left
Eason Hill as the only person to
ote against. |

In fact, the Housing Com-
mittee subsequently voted to
increase the rents by slightly
ore than 5%. :-

. The scene of the dispute then
phifted to Burslem Central
Branch. The Branch Secretary
moved that all the Councillors be
psked to oppose the increase in
full council. The soft left then

roposed an amendment that

e councillors oppose the

crease, but walk out of the
uncil meeting rather than vote
inst. This amendment was
ied by one vote.

A further amendment was
ied overwhelmingly = that
r the walk out a press state-
nent would be issued saying

——

“**westand
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Two pamphlets tor 45p,
including postage, from Social-
st Organiser, 28 Middle Lane,
London N8. |
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 favour because he said the .

they have been expelled.

The council’s finance officers
proposed an increase of 11v: %
— an average of £1.36 a week.
The right wing majority in the
Labour Group proposed instead
an increase of up to 5%. It is
possible the finance officers’
proposal was a ‘bargaining’ ploy
to make the increase which they

By Alistair Scott

why they had walked out and

‘'why the branch opposed the

increase. -

A few days later, however,
councillor Jean Edwards wrote
to the branch saying she would
not carry out the decision — a
decision she had voted for!
This from a member of the soft
left who until then had been
berating the right wing for lack
of accountability.

At the full council meeting
Councillors Hill and Bough
carried out the branch’s
decision. As a result they were
disciplined by the Labour Group

at a specially convened meeting :
on 9 January. Again, the soft

left showed their true colours.

There were only five votes

against the Group’s action.
Leading soft lefts like Mick
‘Williams not only voted to
suspend, but spoke in favour of
it. -
Only a couple of years ago
some of these same soft-left
councillors themselves walked
out of a council meeting in
opposition to cuts. So whLat has
changed? The answer lies in
both local and national develop-
ments.

On the one hand these soft
lefts acted as uncritical cheer-
leaders for Kinnock in the
leadership campaign, and acted
in a crude bureaucratic manner
to prevent opposition to Kinmeck
and support for Heffer being
presented.

They have collapsed politic-
ally into Kinnock’s project of
building party unity by watering
down Labour’s policies. As a
result they are opposed to any-
thing, including seriously chal-
lenging the Right, which
appears to ‘‘rock the boat’’.

Secondly, the soft left have a -

naive, and mechanistic concep-
tion of everything in the party
moving inexorably left. This
view has been strengthened by
the removal of the right wing
domination of the DLP, and
partial removal of the Right in
the Stoke North constituency.

They have a simplistic idea
that in the next few years the
Labour Group will automatic-
ally be won over to the left. |

The implications of this for
the soft left are two-fold. Firstly,
sit-tight now, don’t rock the boat
and wait for a ‘‘left’’ majority
on the Labour Group.

Secondly, Labour Group
decisions must be obeyed now
because when the left wins

-control, Group discipline can be

used against the Right.

There are a number of things
wrong with this. For one thing

‘there certainly is not going to be

a ‘‘left”’ majority in the Labour

‘Group for some considerable

time. At most two right-wingers
could be replaced this year, and
then there is a two-year wait for
the next round of selections.
Meanwhile real political life
and the immediate struggle
against the Tories must goon.
Secondly, as recent events

‘have demonstrated, the term

“left”” is an extremely vague
and inadequate term. It is not at
all unlikely that some of today’s
“lefts’’ will be tomorrow’s
Right. This is all the more likely
the less things are seen in terms
of leading a socialist struggle
here and now over issues like
rents, and the more they are
seen in terms of winning Labour
Group majorities in the future.
This last point is the main

'weakness of the soft left. Their

actually intended appear more
reasonable.

~ Councillors only received the
statistics on the Housing
Revenue Account two to three
days before the Labour Group so
it was impossible for the coun-
cillors to consult their branches.
Nor was there any attempt to
have the matter discussed at the

attitude has shown them to have

an elitist, administrative view of

socialism — give us a Labour
Group majority and we’ll create
socialism for you.

Of course, when the actors in
this play don't carry out the
parts the soft left have drawn up
for them, they have to be
brought into line. |

At the moment it’s only a
matter of controlling two coun-
cillors, but what when it’s the
working class who don’t conform
to the soft lefts’ plans. In
essence this view of socialism
links the soft left to the right.

Serious  socialist politics,
however, requires a principled
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District Labour Party, which is
supposed to be the body which
determines policy.

Fighting _health cuts and rent rises in Stoke

The decision of the Labour ' |
Group was therefore, right from B\ |
the beginning, undemocratic. - | , |

Both councillors are appealing
against their expulsion from the
Labour Group.

stand at all times against
attacks on the working class and
a focus on and attempt to give
leadership to today’s struggles
rather than subordinating them
to some vision of a ‘socialist
future which will arrive miracul-
ously by some means other than
a working class struggle.

. Socialists can never see their
role as administrators of capital-

alism. Whether in local or

. national government, our job is
to use these institutions as a

platform from which to mobilise
the working class to struggle
‘against — and ultimately over-
throw __ capitalism. That is the

conception of socialism com-

rades Hill and Bough have been
fighting for.

..............

' -.?-—— hospitals _
threatene

324 jobs and four hospitals
are to go in the North Staffs
District Health area, making

it the worst hit area in the

West Midlands in the current
round of government health

cuts. | .
The area is already £8 million
a year under-financed. Now they
call for a further cut this year of
£691,000!

Just how poor health care in
the area already is was brought
out in a recent report by a DHA
wourking group. Wards in the

- City General Hospital, they said,

e

of defending the working class
from these attacks has been to
print 25,000 leaflets advocating
that petitions should be sent to

- the District Health Authority!

The Party leaders bluffed and
shammed for a while, but it was
plain that they don’t want to
fight back. -

When Socialist Organiser put
out a leaflet advocating occupa-

ee 9
We don

'THE STOKE Labour Party’s idea

tions to fight closures, Ron
Swann, secretary of the Labour
group, went to the press and de-
nounced SO and its politics.

“In particular the [Labour]
party should not be associated
with recent comments made
about hospital occupations™, he
told the press.

A week later the City Coun-
cil’s policy committee came out
in support of the District Health

Authority’s proposals!

The official Stoke Labour
Party campaign has been shown
up as crude and empty anti-Tory-
ism. They have no intention of
fighting the Tories..

., Like all the soft left’s politics,
it 1s geared to winning liberal pub-
lic opinion to moral indignation

‘at the Tories. And nothing more..,

Soft left flops on health cuts

ONE might have expected some-
thing better from members of
the local North Staffs Labour
Briefing. Indeed at the Decem-
ber meeting of Briefing there
was general support for the idea
of a special meeting to discuss

the Briefing intervention in the

NHS campaign.

At the meeting SO supporters
proposed moving discussion on
the NHS to point 1. After all,
that was what the meeting was
supposed to have been called

~ for!

At this point, Councillor Terry
Doughty, who must have joined
Briefing by some mistake, given
his open cringing support for the
right wing on the Labour Group,
said he didn’t know why it was
on the agenda at all! After all,
he said, Briefing was there to
produce a magazine, not organ-
ise campaigns. He obviously
hadn’t read the constitution.

It soon became obvious tnat
the soft-left majority had

- caucused since the December

meeting and decided” against
Briefing having an intervention.

After all, it might end up criti-
cising their official campaign.
The item was kept at number six
on the agenda, leaving no time
for a proper discussion. -
In true bureaucratic manne

- reminiscent of the old right wing

which = dominated the local
labour movement until a few
years ago, they interrupted and
harried SO supporters from the
Chair.

Even so, they didn’'t have
things all their own way, and an
important proposal was won to
organise a meeting, and invite a
speaker from one of the hospital
occupations.

SO supporters had made a
number of proposals for action
by Briefing: |

*Lobbies of the DHA.

*Aproach health unions for

joint meetings.

*Production of a broadsheet
outlining our strategy.

a) Support for occupations.

b) Build a national campaign
around the February 25 confer-
ence in Bradford.

¢} Offer practical support to

groups like Friends of West-
cliffe. .

d) Circulation of model reso-
lutions for Labour Party and
trade union branches.

*Organise a meeting with
speakers from hospital occupa-
tions,

Every proposal other than the
last was defeated. |

Clearly feeling themselves
under - pressure, the soft left
have now announced that the
official Labour Party committee

will meet on 6 February — just

one week before the next DHA
meeting, when the reorganisa-

tion proposals will be discussed.

It is important that everyone °

in Stoke who wants a serious
fight against the cuts attends the
meeting on 6 February. The soft
left should not be let off the

‘hook. But it is clear from the

experiences se far that they will
;xoft fight — except against the
oft. .

In which case SO will be
spearheading the campaign with
future lobbies of the DHA, and
attempts to link up with local
hospital militants.

- overall

were ‘‘seriously sub-standard’’.

The report says that mental
in-patient services are currently
deprived of about £1.6 million .
revenue. At the main hospital
handling mental patients, St.
Edwards, that 70 mentally
handicapped patients
scattered in various wards, and
it urgently recommends that
they be moved to more approp-
riate facilities. '

Oppusition to the cuts, clos-
ures and re-organisation began
on 16 November, when the
“‘Friends of Westcliffe Hos-
pital’’ launched a campaign to
save the hospital.

Westcliffe is an old 146-bed
geriatric hospital in the north of
Stoke-on-Trent. The DHA says

~the hespital is in poor repair,

and that closure will save
money. But ‘a state of disrepair’
is an argument for making
repairs, not for closure.

As the Friends of Westcliffe
say 1n one of their leaflets, *‘If
better care can be given, by
spending money on - fadilities
which will take five years to
provide, why not spend some of
that money now at Westcliffe.’’

The hospital, besides being
in the local community,.also has
pleasant surroundings. As their
leaflet says ‘‘why spend hun-
dreds of thousands of pounds on
almost rebuilding old buildings
at the City General Hospital
(where the patients are to be
transferred)? Why, when the
best that money can buy at the
City General will result in beds
for only 100 patients, who will
look out of the windows at
brick walls. No gardens and
views, as at Westcliffe.”’

The DHA’s proposals for
"‘reorganisation’’ would result
in the loss of four hospitals —
Biddulph Grange Orthopaedic
(84 beds), Lymewood Geriatric
(36 beds), Westcliffe (146
beds) and Leek Memorial
(21 beds). |

In each case patients are to be
transferred to the City General
Hospital or other hospitals in the
city centre, taking health care
out of the local community

(which for old people is import-
-ant). In return for these clos-

ures, they propose over the five
years to provide just two
additional geriatric beds.

Yet, as the Friends of West- 3
cliffe point out in their leaflet,
“there will be a 13% increase

~ every ten years in the number of

retired people, and many of
them will need care.’’ *

Leek, whose geriatric beds are
to go, has the oldest population
in Britain! |

At the other end of the age
spectrum, there will be an
reduction of eleven
paediatric beds. Amazingly the
DHA are passing off these pro-
posals as an expansion of health
care in the area. -

4/

Official badge of the -
*Save the Mole’ cam-
paign. 25p or £2 Tor

ten, from N.Barstow

165 Liverpool Rd,
London N1.
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Labour front-bencher says

GET OUT OF NATO!

SUPPORT for NATO has always made the unilateral-
ism of most of the prominent Labour Party unilater-
alists somewhat incoherent. Yet most of them do

support NATO.

The public repudiation of NATO by Jo Richardson

MP, the Labour front-bench spokesperson on wom-
en’s rights, is therefore an important event. It will
help clarify the minds of many Labour Party mem-
bers who are uneasy about Labour’s commitment to

'NATO.

It will help build support in the party for Labour
to adopt the demand: Britain out of NATO.

It underlines the need for CND to campaign boldly
for this demand, as its December conference decided,
rather than downplaying it, supposedly in order to
‘appeal to the ‘middle ground’.

The article appeared in the February issue of the
Labour Briefing national supplement, available from

23 Leghorn Road, London NW10.

THE LABOUR Party’s posi-
tion on NATO is quite clear.
Annual Conference has so far
rejected calls for withdrawal
from the organisation. |

As a Party member,. and a
-member of the National Execu-
tive, 1 accept that decision, but 1
am entitled as an individual to put
forward my personal, long-held
unease at Britain’s membership.

I am not one of those who say
-you cannot have a non-nuclear
policy whilst remaining a mem-
ber of NATO. It i1s perfectly pos-
sible to remain with a convention-
al arms policy. Canada does, and
there is fast-growing support for
- a nuclear-free zone in Europe.

My objection is a different and
a less technical one, and it is an

objection which extends not only

to NATO but also to the Warsaw
Pact

Firstly, 1 do not believe that
the Soviet Union is intending to
invade Britain — or any other
Western country. Their build-up
of nuclear weapons is as indefens-
ible as that of the Western nat-
ions, but it’s based on fear rather
than on expansionism.

Secondly, it could well be that
the debate about NATO and the

Warsaw Pact will become academ-
ic, because there Tas been a grow-

ing alienation of the satellite stat-
es of both the United States and

the Soviet Union from the domin-

ation of their leaders.

Romania 1s virtually out of the
Warsaw Pact. Poland could hardly
be considered a reliable ally. Hun-
gary has been distancing itself for

some time from Soviet policy.
“And Czechoslovakia’s adherence

to the Soviet Union is threatened
by underground opposition.
There is dissension even in the

German Democratic Republic,
long held to be closest to Kremlin
policy.

On the Western side, American
reliance on NATO and on LEurope
1s threatened by the growth of the
peace movements.  Although
Cruise and Pershing Il missiles are
now being installed, the US was
shocked at the intensity of
opposition within a number of
NATO countries to the installa-
tion of the missiles, and that
opposition is growing.

Even the West German govern-
ment — hitherto always a com-
pliant partner — has not been
keen to play along too readily.

There is an unwillingness
throughout European NATO
countries to increase their contri-
butions to the Alliance; and there
are growing policy differences
between the USA and her Euro-
pean allies — on the Soviet pipe-
line, on Central America, on Leb-
anon, and on relations with the
Third World.

All this could lead to a consid-
erable erosion of NATO and the
Warsaw Pact.

I want Britain to have a non-
nuclear, non-NATQO  defence
policy. Regional military pacts
increase the danger of war, and
cause confrontation. They also
increase the possibility of acci-
dent, since there 1s no clear line
of responSIblhty

We have always depended, as a
nation, too much on the United
States and latterly on Reagan,
who would use us cynically for
his own ends. .

‘Women’s conference CPers

THE first conference  of the
Women’s Reproductive Rights
Campaign was held in Cardiff on
21/22 January. The campaign
grew out of an understanding
that there are many isses con-
cerned with reproduction and
fertility control that need to be
brought to public attentian.

The view developed during
womens’ involvement in  the
National Abortion Campaign
(NAC), where through the years a
number of women found that
abortion was not the central issue
for all women. They feel that it
needs to be placed in the context
of all women’s experiences of
fertility control and reproductive
choice.

Over 150 women attended

- from all parts of Britain. Work-
- shops were held on Sexuality,
Abortion, Contraception, Mater-
nity. NHS cuts,

Alternative

Pamphlet S0p plus postage from

Turkey Solidarity Campaign

gM Box §965. London WCIN
XX,

* The closing

By Sarah Bryant

- Health, Older Women’s Rights,

Young Women’s Rights, Black
Women and Racism, and on the
Sunday, on the focus and organ-
isation of the campaign.

The main discussion in Sun-
day’s plenary session centred on
racism in the NHS, where abor-
tion is sometimes only allowed to
black women when sterilisation
or an IUD is agreed to, as well as
the racist attitude of some stafft.

The wider issues
women’s involvement in cam-
paigns like WRRC and racism

within the women’s movement

were also dlscussed

Young women’s right to confi-
dential contraceptive advice also
came up.

It was clear that many of the
issues on the agenda need full dis-
cussion. Many have not been
taken up before and the politics
of each strand of the WRRC
needs full airing.

There was discussion  on
getting affiliations from the
ldbOUl‘ movement but no strdtegy
was agreed.

It seems clear to me that if
the WRRC 1s to be effective,
the - issues outlined need to be
taken up and that the main focus
of . attention should be on cam-
paigning ‘among working class
women, both black and white.

{t is clear that the involvement
of trade unions and | :bour Party
1s essential. Because ot the depth
of discussion needed, the con-
ference will reconvenc in Liver-
pool on 25 Iebruary. Contact:
WRRC, 374 Gray’s Inn Road,
London WCI1. Tel: 01-278 0153
for further details.

date for resolutions
for Labour Party women’s confer-
ence this year is February 10. The
conference itself is May 12-14.

of black

fall
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By Jane Ashworth

FOLLOWING last week’s four
expulsions and a  suspension,
foment in the Communist Party
continues as the Executive Com-
mittee have demanded the resig-
nation of Tony Chater and
David Whitfield, ‘tankie’ editor
and deputy editor of the Morning
Star.

The battle for the Star is the
most public expression of the
deep division in the CP. The
hardline Stalinists are in control
of the paper, but the Euro-
Communists, supporters of
Marxism Today, are the majority
in the Party. Until now, the Party
has maintained a harmonious
relationship with the once nomin-
ally independent PPPS who
actually own and produce the
Star.

Now with the clash of ideas
between: editorial staff and the
Party’s committees thc PPPS s
asserting its independence and the
Party is fighting back. In tuct the
PPPS arc trying to ensurc their
control of the paper by tund
raising to buy their own printing
press. At present, the Morning
Star is printed on the Party’s
press.

Last week’s exputsmns threc
for refusing to accept that they
were wrong to circulate an alter-
native election slate at Party
Congress and the other tor pub-
lishing a critical pamphlet outside
of the normal chiannels, are part
of the Executive’s clampdown on
the deteated and troublcsome
minority.

‘to bring

Rugby Club

Socialist Organiser, 26 January 1984. Page

Workers at this small Bzrmmgham engmeermg plant were Iocked out after they gave notice of industri
action to improve a 5.5 % pay offer. They were then furious to discover that their boss, Mr M. Webb had give
himself @ 48% rise in 1982, when they received 4.5%. PHOTO AND STORY : John Harrzs

THIS conference was organised
by a small co-ordinating com-
mittee consisting of Paul Cos-
grove, Alan Kelly., Lol Duffy and
John Ledgerton, representing
three workplace branches — the
GPO, Cammell Lairds and Dista.
The' aim of the conference was
together workplace
branches from all over Merseyside
and anybody interested in form-
ing a branch, for an exchange of

‘ideas and to explain the role of

the industrial branch within the
Fabour Party.

Tony "Mulhearn, in opening
the meeting, explained why there
is a need for workplace branches,

. and how he saw their future. He

also read out an apology for
absence from Cammell Lairds
workplace branch secretary Lol
Duffy, who was attending a
Combine Committee Shop Stew-
ards meeting (Shipbuilding).

‘Geoff Dickson gave an
informative and very entertaining
speech on what was happening in
London workplace branches, the
problems he’d encountered and
how he’d overcome them.

He recalled how their per-
sonnel director was an active
member of the Tory Party and
did not take kindly to the branch
using the name of the company.

Geoff explained the need to
liaise nationally and is in fact

compiling a directory of work-.

place branches with a view to a.
national conference in January.
He said his branch had becn

very successful in recruiting mem-

bers, finding that pecople were
more ready to join the Labour
Party if they knew somcebody —
a friend or a workmate - who
was already a4 membet: |

This was on¢ arca where the
workplace branches could help
the local ward purtics.

Mary Greenslade, treasurer of
the Dista branch, spoke next on
finance and fund-raisine, and said

how helpful the Coop Bank had
been. Her speech had its humour-
ous moments as -she explained

how at thc inaugural mecting of
the Dista branch. they had diffi-
culty finding a venuc and cnded
up in the changing room of Speke

TN R -
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the fastest maug- -

Labour workplace
branches meet

This Saturday, 28th, at Camden Town Hall, Londor
there is a national ‘seminar’ on Labour Party work
place branches. It follows a conference on the sam
theme in Liverpool last November.

John Ledgerton reports on that conference, whic
brought together experiences of organising for social
ist politics in diverse workplaces — factories, pos

offices, shipyards...

‘ural meeting on record!

The meeting also heard how
newsletters could play a useful
role in reaching the shop floor.
Dista’s first issue had been 12
pages.

Terry Fields spoke on - the
broader issues of the problems
facing the working class under
capitalism. He called for the

- democratisation of the Labour

Party and the trade unions and
emphasised that the Labour

Party in its present form could

not help the working class unless

the full 1mpl_ementatlon of Clause

4 was taken up by the Labour
Party.

How could the party be try-
ing to help the working class on
the one hand when, with the
other hand it was pandering to
*h("h‘ﬂf’ri*'}]ictc

--------—----— mSIDE-,—!'-——"—’"? |

Terry went on to say th
the creation of workpla
branches was an important ste
in taking politics to the shc
floor, a move that can only 1
applauded

He finished by readmg a pre
statement he had prepared callis
for a 24-hour general strike
support of the NGA which tl
conference endorsed.

‘The speakers then took tur
in answering the many questio
from the floor. The consensi
was that the creation of wbdr
place branches was the sing
most important happening in tt
labour movement for many
year and it 1s up to party activis
to promote the idea in every fa
tory and office throughout tk
country.

Paper of Socialist Students in NOLS. 10p plus
postage from Andy Bennett, DSU, Dunelm House,

New Elvet, Durham.
-.--------------------I
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By‘Algex SinipSon

NEWS has reached the West of
the formation of two new inde-

pendent peace groups in the

USSR. ‘
The cities of Riga and Kiev
join eight other places in having
a small collection of brave
individuals ready toc run great
risks as the price of organisa-
tional independence in the
struggle for world peace.

No details as yet are known
about these two latest groups,
but the public declaration alone
of their existence is a great
encouragement.

It testifies to the fact that

despite the enormous obstacles
placed in the way of indepen-
dent peace activists the Party’s
desire to maintain a total mono-
poly on the question of organis-
ation with the official Soviet
peace committees has been
frustrated. | |
The same optimistic prospects
for survival and growth seem to
be at work in Moscow. It is the
home of the original and much
perpetuated independent
group. The Moscow group has
sustained the arrest and impris-
onment of several of its original
members and a near. intoller-
able level of harassment and
intimidation against the rest, yet

owing

has managed to attract some
new recruits. |

The fear of some sympathis-

ers in- Western Europe that the
peace group would be isolated
to a small, isolated and ever
dwindling band of beleagured
individuals being picked off one
by one has most fortunately not
been realised.

The Soviet authorities have
been forced to grudgingly tol-
erate the group’s existence at
least for the immediate period.
It is restrained from the option
of wholesale liquidation of
Moscow’s group and correspon-

~dents in other cities because

the Russians are aware that the
eyes of the Western peace
movements are upon them.

Solidarity

It is only the limited inter-
national solidarity of Western
peace activists that has enabled
our Soviet comrades to keep
their heads above water in the
precarious and = persecuted

existence they lead. _

The independent Soviet peace
movement has demonstrated
the ability for survival and even
growth and we must correspon-
dingly step up our help and
support. o

24 African nations face severe
famine this year, said the UN
food and Agriculture Or-
ganisation in a report pub-
lished last week.

Because of a continuing seri-
ous drought, the 1983 harvest
of staple crops in those countries
was 8 per cent down even on the
low level of 1982. Food pro-
duction per head in many African
countries had already declined
drastically between 1969-71 and
1979-81: 15% in Ethiopia. 12% in
Mali, 13% in Zaire, 35% in Somal-
1a, 27% in Mozambique, 26% in

Ghana... according to the World
Bank.
Many thousands of people

are already dying from starvation
in Ethiopia, and hundreds of
thousands or millions more could
die before the drought ends.

Also seriously affected by
five years drought and food
shortages is Brazil. In its ten

north-eastern provinces, where
average mmcome per head is only
one-third the level in the more

developed south, many people

face death.from starvation. ‘If
rains do not come this month or
next, people will be dying like
flies’, a Red Cross official has
said.

Rats and lizards are hunted
as food, people eat cactus to
lessen the hunger pangs and
women walk more than 10 miles
to fetch water from a truck which
might be there on-e a week.

- But nature cannot take the
major blame for these horrors.

LES SecouRS ARRIVENT !

T'AaS RIEN COMPRIS
C'EST (ES RENFORTS
PouR E TcHAD !,

The stagnation of agriculture in
Africa is cagsed by the policies of
‘ lonal capitalism and of
local govermments — which mean
that resources go into cash-crops,
bureaucratically botched ‘devel-
opment’ projects, and into mili-
tarism, instead of basic subsist-
ence agriculture.

Even now, according to the
FAO, it would need only 1.6 mill-
ion tons of food and £91 million

aid to solve the immediate prob-

lem of starvation. That’s small
change in terms of the resources
of International capitalism. But
the millionaires have other prior-
ities... | |

STARVING AFRICA

“To‘ give food aid to
countries just because

people are starving is a
pretty weak reason”’.

Dan Ellerman, US Natiimal
Security Council.

‘‘Food is a weapon. It is
now one of the principal |
tools in our negotiating kit’’ |

Earl Butz, US Secretary
of Agriculture.

Why South Africa
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ments for [the war in] Chad’. From Lutte Quvriere.

A MAJOR factor behind the
recently announced job cuts in
Leyland Vehicles was the loss of
markets in Nigeria.

During the oil boom, Nigeria

set about massively expanding
its industry and infrastructure.
It became a big market for
machinery, equipment — and
trucks. - | - S

Imports grew 18% a year be-

tween 1970 and 1981, and the
share of machinery and equip-
ment in those imports almost
doubled. -

Now, with the debt squeeze
and the slump in the oil market,
Nigeria has slashed back
imports drastically.
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Issue no.17 out now: This month’s Class Fighter’s full
page on the government’s Youth ng Scheme includ-
es an interview with John O’Brien, a ‘trainee’ from Peck-
ham, and coverage of how the government wants to con-
script youth onto the schemes. | |
We’ve found a new story writer, Jackie Nory, who in
"Footloose and Skint’ describes life on the dole in a small
town. |
Grahame Smallwood and Peter Crawshaw write about
how their Youth CND group in Scarborough is getting on,
and Jimi Somerville of the Bronski Beat talks to us about
his experience of the Warrington picket line: “They
thought I was a wee boy”’.
Our intrepid concert-goers Simon and Dave finally make
'it to a Damned gig, only to find that their heroes still
didn’t play Anti-Pope, and that it’s impossible to get back
from Oxford to London in the middle of the night.
International correspondent Clive Bradley, who is just
back from Egypt, tells us about Syria’s part in the smash-
ing of Arafat’s section of the Palestine Liberation Organis-
ation, and Patrick Murphy from Stockport YS writes about
Bloody Sunday, the day when 14 people were killed by the
Paras. | -
The back page explains who we are, ready to sell at YS
regional conferences. - |
Finally, we are pleased to announce that we have a new

treasurer, Beatrice, a young hedgehod who is bristling
with indignation at our shortage of income.

SOUTH  Africa’s Iatest
- offensive
_probably the largest to
date, has been described by

- its UN representative, Kurt
~von Schirndling, as ‘pre-

into  Angola,

venting the infiltration of

SWAPO ' guerillas into

Namibia’.

But in reality, South Africa
aims to prevent the indepen-
dence of Namibia, which would
by their own admission bring
SWAPO to power; and to bring
about the down fall of the
Angolan government with the
ultimate objective of replacing it
with the proxy South African
force, UNITA.

In the same Reuters report
juoted above, Von Schirndling
went on to say that ‘South Africa
has no desire to control a single
centimetre of Angolan territory.’

In fact, South Africa has occu-

pied parts of southern Angola

since August 1981, using as its
springboard its massive army
presence in Namibia, which it
occupies illegally. Time and
again it has used force to terror-
ise the Namibian people and the
people of southern Angola.

The present Reagan adminis-

tration has given the South

African regime confidence that
its activities remain uncriticised
either by the White House or
by Downing Street. In Reagan-

- resources.

\ inVaded Angola »

speak the US has ‘constructive
engagement’ with South Africa,

which is backed by Britain and
other major Western investors

involved in the illegal plunder of
Namibia’s abundant - natural

The Reagan-Botha axis has
given birth to the so-called
‘linkage theory’ — which makes
the withdrawal of Cuban forces

from Angola a precondition for -

South African readiness to
implement UN Resolution 435,
i.e. the Namibian independence
process. On the basis of ‘link-
age’ South Africa was able, on
15 December 1983, to propose in
the UN a ‘mutual force disen-
gagement. on the Namibia/
Angola border as the first step in

- a peaceful independence settle-

ment for Namibia.’

The proposed ‘truce’ would
begin on January 31 1984 and
would last for 30 days or longer,
in the words of South African
Foreign |
the resolution of the problem of
Cuban forces in Angola’, a
precondition he described as
‘irrevocable’ (Reuters 16.12.83).

He went on to zay that South

Africa had ‘from time to time,

conducted operations within
Angola’. ~
-When the UN Security

Council passed a resolution on

December 20 severely censuring

South Africa’s military occupa-
tion of Angola and endorsing
Angola’s right to reparations,

Minister Botha, ‘upon

5.' -t
T
7R
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»

" “The forces ﬁghz

South Africa itself”.

the United States abstained. Its

UN representative, Jeanne Kirk-
patrick, described the South
African proposal as ‘a major new
step in the arduous process of
trying to resolve southern
African problems peacefully’.
Thus the US ‘would do nothing
that would jeopardise this deli-
cate and, we believe, hopeful
process’ (Reuters 20.12.83).
This position has been endorsed
by Britain. |
However, as Reuters reported
on January 4, ‘South African
officials have said privately that
even if the Cuban troops were
sent home, South Africa might

- NIGERIA'S CRISIS

Cancellation of Nigeria’'s
debts would benefit both the
people of Nigeria — suffering
because food imports have been
reduced — and Leyland Vehic-
les workers, at the expense of
the interndtional banks. (It
would also benefit the corrupt
and vicious Nigerian ruling
class: but the answer to that is
action by the Nigerian working
class). R

What did AUEW leader Gerry
Russell say? He said the job cuts
were wrong because they meant
that in the event of a further
economic upturn (coming from
where?) “‘we’’ would lose
markets to ‘‘the French, Japan-
ese, Germans. .. foreigners’’.

. s

g for freedom... in Namibia and the very heart

.’f,%_'._. ,

not agree to a settlement for
fear of having an ‘‘unstable

SWAPO government’’ on their

borders’. -

~ For all its Western backing,
the tide is turning against South
Africa. It will continue to pro-
mote the idea that the Front Line
states are launch pads for acts of
‘terrorism’ against it. While
remaining blind to its blatant
acts of barbarity, South Africa
must one day realise that the
forces fighting against apar-
theid, and for freedom and
justice, live not outside but in
Namibia and in the very heart of
South Africa itself.
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‘South African military

- that

Food riots in Morocco,

ACCORDING to the Span-
ish press, 40 or 50 people
were killed in the riots ag-
ainst food price rises in
Morocco last week.

Machine-gun fire from- heli-

copters, as well as from ground

troops, was used against the

demonstrators. The towns
mainly affected are now being
patrolled by tanks and thous-
ands of troops, with security
road blocks round the working

class districts. |
The agitation began on Jan-

uary 5 with student protests
against rumours of increases in

‘their fees and further food price -
rises (on top of the 13% or so

announced in August).

It culminated 'in a demonstra- .
‘tion in Morocco’s main city,

Casablanca, on January 22. A
few hours later King Hassan an-
nounced on radio and TV that he
had ordered the government to
drop all plans for price rises.

In Tunisia the government has

been forced to reverse food price
' rises.

After repeated street
demonstration in whrch some 50

pe0ple are reported to have been .
killed, President Habib  Bour-

gmba repealed the rises for
three months.

Increases of 70 to 120% in the
-~ prices of bread, pasta, and

semolina had been decreed in
late December. |

Behind the pnce rises in both

THE SOUTH  African

invading force consisted of

nine battalions or around
ten thousand troops, four
units of heavy artillery, and
tanks, supported by some
100 fighter bombers. |

. It was probably the largest of
the four mounted by South
(although

ry actions

Africa since 1975

have been almost continuous).
South Africa’s operation

began in earnest on December 6

1983, but the current fi htmg
can be traced back to Augu

1983, when a large UNITA
force attempting to take the

Angolan town of Cangamba was
rebuffed by FAPLA and suffered

extremely heavy casualties
(UNITA, South Africa’s surro-
gate force in Angola, has failed
to capture a single important
settlement in Angola).

In August 1983 South African
troops began attacking front-

line Angolan troops under the

pretext that they were sheltering
SWAPO guerrillas. On Novem-
ber 4, a statement by ANGOP

. (the Angolan press agency) said
UNITA’s continued set-

backs ‘forced Pretoria to come to
defend its protegees (and) use
non-conventional weapons’ a
refernece toonapalm and chemic-
al .weapons- employed by the
South Africans.

Only after a black Namibian
soldier of the South African
army and considerable quanti-
ties of South African equipment
were captured by FAPLA did
Pretoria admit its forces were
deep inside Angola. According

to General Viljoen they were.

engaged in ‘hot pursuit and pre-
emptive raids’ against the

Namibian liberation movement _

PHOTO: ROUGE

.....

Tunisia and Morocco stands the
International Monetary Fund.

Cutbacks in such ‘distortions of

- the free market’ as food sub-

sidies are part of the conditions

it imposes for its ‘assistance’ to

debt-stricken states.

In both countries, the regimes

combine a brew of populist
demagogy (rather more sub-
stantial in Tunisia than in
Morocco) with repression of
independent working class org-
anisation. Tunisia has a power-
ful trade union federation, the
UGTT, but it is Under heavy
government control.

Pretorla suffers losses

SWAPO.

But there was repeated bomb-

ing and shelling by South Africa
- forces of the towns of Cassinga,

“adventure has proved extremely ‘

Caiundo, Cahama, Mulondo and

Cuvelai.

South Afrrca has drscovered to

its dismay that its latest military

‘costly. Its offic:al casualties are

now 27 dead:; at least ten aircraft
(including two Mirages) have
been. shot down; numerous
armoured vehicles have been

destroyed, and one of South

Africa’s newest weapons, the
mobile 155mm G-5 cannon

- (developed with US technology)

was captured by FAPLA on

December 29.

South Africa’s claim to have
killed 324 SWAPO, FAPLA and
Cuban soldiers, made on Jan-
uary 7, can be safely dismissed.

A SWAPO press release
coming shortly after the South

African announcement of the

‘destruction of SWAPOQO head-
quarters’ near Lubango, states:
‘Contrary to the claim of the
South African army, the area is
definitely not a SWAPO military
headquarters. There was neither
a single Namibian nor any
SWAPQO anti-aircraft batteries

‘as claimed by Constand Viljoen

.News Briefing Special).

at . his press conference.’-
(SWAPO press . release,
29.12.83).

South Africa’s generals have
found themselves involved in
battles on a scale they had not
anticipated from which they will
be able to extricate themselves
only with considerable difficulty
As yet the main burden in terms
of human life has been borne by
the Angolan civilian population,
for which Pretoria is directly
responsible.

(Abridged -from  Namibia

‘result of capitalis
Tunisia

That — together with the fact
that very many workers are un-
employed, semx-employed or

casually employed — is why pro-

tests take the form of street
fightmg

~ Over the last 10 or 20 years‘
Tunisia has been one of the fast-

est-developmg countries in the

Tunisia’s pou ist dictator, Habib Bourguiba.

Third World. Manufacturing
output grew 12% per year be-
tween 1970 and 1981, and 32%

'~ “of the workforce was in industry
by 1980, as against 18% in 1960.

But that ‘development has

‘gone together with growing in-
_ equality, leaving the mass of the

people little better off than in

o Morocco.

STARVING AFRICA

ew danger

from aid cu ts

REAGANOMICS has already
left two million people destrtute

and charity food offices booming

across the US.
Now it is going to spread that

- devastation much wider.

The. US government has

forced a big reduction in the

funds of the World Bank’s
International Development

Association, a major organiser

of international aid.

IDA needed $24 Dbillion
between now and 1987 to main-
tain its previous spending
levels. Its officials
$16 billion from the contributing
governments.
US, would go at least as high as

$12 billion. The US forced the |

figure down to $9 billion. .
International aid was already
stagnant. Aid from the advanced
capitalist countries (OECD) was
0.5% of their national income in
1965. Since the early ’70s it has

gone down to about 0.35%.

Britain

Britain’s overseas aid has
gone down from 0.52% of
national income in 1979 to
0.38% in 1982.

In the mid-’70s, aid from oil-
exporting states boosted the

total — but that, too; has now

beguntodecline.
For many of the world’s
poorest countries, the effect of

further aid cuts may be disas-

trous.

In the poorer countries of
Africa, during
covered 40% of all mvestment

and 20% of all imports. And the

international debt squeeze

means that those countries are

already in trouble with their

asked for
All, except the

the 1970s, aid

nnport bills
projects. |

This aid, at the best of times,
was far from pure generosrty
‘Aid as imperialism’ was the
title of one book, and that
about summeditup.

Most of the aid was not

and _investment

~straight grants, but just long-

term loans on easier terms. In
return for those loans the big
capitalist states got fat export
orders.

According to the Observer,

‘British companies got £1.40 in

export orders for every £1 the
government put into IDA.

Profitable

The projects financed by aid
were by no means always the
most useful for the people of the
country being ‘aided’ — rather,
the most profitable for the
multinationals. And aid was also
used as a political weapon to
prop up pro-imperialist govern-
ments in the Third World.

But then public sector invest-
ment within the advanced
capitalist countries was never
socialist, either. The -cutting-
back of it has still had devastat-
ing results.

Overseas aid is being cut for
much the same reasons as public
sector investment: the capital-
ists, stricken by crisis, have cut
back projects offering a long-
term return and gone all-out for
short-term profit.

Millions will pay the price in
malnutrition -and starvation.
Socialists should be demanding
that the rich capitalist govern-
ments give millions, not so much
in aid as in reparations for the

damage they have done in the

past, to the Third World.

Socialist Organiser, 26 J anuarv 1984 Page

Police raid on

Irish socialists

IRISH Militant is a clone of
Britain’s Militant,  with
identical politics. |

One of the special tenets of

| Militant is the behef in the po

sibility of a peaceful soclahst
revolution in Britain — and,

presumably, in Ireland, both 26

Counties and 6 Counties.

Militant is a very legal-mind-
ed organisation. The Irish Mili-
tant, like the English, is extrem-
ely hostrle to Irish repubhcan-
ism.

Irish Militant supporters in
the 26 Counties are members of
the Labour Party, junior partner
in Garret Fitzgerald’s coalition
government,

Last week the offices of Irish

Militant were raided by armed

26 County police, carrying sub-

- machine guns. They said they

were looking for a fugitive but
refused to name him. Some
reports say they claimed they
were looking for Dominic Mc-
Glinchey.”

Irish Militant put out a state-
ment on the raid which said:

““For the past 12 years Mili-
tant Irish Monthly and its sup-
porters have always made clear
our opposition to acts of indivi-
dual terror. It is our position that
activities of this type do not ad-
vance the struggle for socialism

one iota.
""This well-publicised position

*of Militant is well known to

all political activists in Ireland,
and throughout the labour
movement’
raid as a ‘‘gross act of harass-

‘ment by the State of left-wing
- members of the Labour Party.

‘Militant Irish Monthly says

‘that the raid is connected with a

proposal by the leadership of the
coalitionist Labour Party to bar
supporters of Militant from

- membership of the Party.

As Britain’s Militant puts it:
‘... it is more than a coinci-
dence that the leadership of the
Irish Labour Party are at this
very time trying to start a witch-
hunt agamst the Marxists in the
party...

This will not sound too biz-

arre in the 26 Counties, which

recently lost a minister of justice
in the following circumstances.
His brother-in-law was due to
appear in court on a traffic offen-
ce. The minister of justice had
the chief witness detained by the
RUC as a very dangerous man

during a visit to the Six Coun-
ties, so that he could not get to
: court to testify! |

It is not self-evidently 1mpos-
sible, therefore,  that the raid
was as Militant says inspired by

leaders of the Labour Party to

create an atmosphere which
would help them purge Militant.
But I'm not convinced. The

Irish Labour Party purges its |

anti-coalitionists pretly frequ-
ently. What do they need the
pohce for?

And who would beheve Insh
Militant was involved in what
they call ‘individual terrorism’?
Certainly no-one who knows

’. It denounced the

~cording to the

By Paddy Dollard
them — and the Labour Pa
members do — would credrt
for an instant. |

So far the raid has help

Militant Irish Monthly mtl
the Labour Party rather th

harmed it.

In response to the charge tk

the raid was harassment link

to the proposal to expel the:

Labour Party leader Dick Spri

said he was now against goi

-ahead with the expulsions, a

that action agamst them WOV
be deferred. |

Accordmgly , at the meeti
of the Party’s Administrati
Council last Thursday, 19th, ti
motion to expel Militant ‘w
was not reached’. So the inexp
cable raid has brought Milita
Irish Monthly a (probably sho!
reprieve.

“What is the most likely exp
nation for the raid? The pohu
mind works in strange ways, a
maybe someone was working s
principle: if
seems utterly improbable, the
maybe there is something in it.

Militant, with its strange mi
ture of ferocrous dogmatism ar
quiet propagandist routin
combined with support for tl
expansion of Stalinism, which
considers progressive, by mi
tary means (in Afghanistan

.does take some getting used to

- It is not impossible that som

~one could. become convince
‘that there is more to it the
‘meets the eye, though in fa
thereisnot.

Or  maybe someone m 1

~ around the government did s
“up the raid, and Dick Spring -
- sensitive to the recent scanda

such as recent. prime minist
Haughey’s use of the police |
interfere with critical journa
ists — has thought better of
and is covering tracks. -

Messages of protest should t
sent to the Taoiseach, Garre
Fitzgerald, Dail Eiream
Dubhn

Become a supporter of the Socialist
Organiser Alliance -- groups are establi-
shed in most large towns. We ask £1.50 a
month minimum (20p unwaged). contr|-~

- bution from supportars. ~

I want to become asoci'alist O,r'gan- |
“iser supporter/ | want more inform-
ation.

NGME ...eeeeeeeerececceveeeeeeeecneeeesponansese

Address

SUNDUS RSP ASRESEATEDISIYRURUDIS '..'ll'lll......l...l......

Send to Socialist Orgamser 28
- Middle Lane, London-N8 8PL.
------------.----------i
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Rajes Balasubramanian (with her son Seran)

“If you trace the history

back, there were two Kking-
doms in the island — a. Tamil

kingdom and a Sinhal king-

dom.

But when the British came in
the 19th century they unified the
island into one state structure.
They also brought in indentured
labourers, who were Tamils from
the south of India, to the
tations. First it was coffee, and
then tea. | :

So you had the traditional

plan- -

Tamil areas in the north and east,

and the Tamil plantation workers‘

in the Central Hills.

When independence came (in
1947), the British transferred
power to the Sinhala elite.

- This elite built up a Sinhala
ethnic consciousness. The first
thing they did was to disenfran-
chise the Tamil plantation
workers. And then they started
state-aided colonisation of Tamil
lands. In 1956 Sinhala was made
the only official language.

There’s been 35 years of
national oppression — discrimina-
tion in education, in employment

‘But the Tamil people started

’,

Two pamphlets
summing up the
ideas of Socialist
Organiser.

‘Where We Stand’
- 20p plus 16p
postage. ‘How to
fight the Tories’

- 10p plus 16p
postage. Or the

Socialist
ORGANISER

How to fight
the Tories

dom struggle of

people to gain theijr right to
self-determination.
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VWaking up io the fact they were

oppressed just because they were -

Tamil. They started with non-
violent protest. At first it was leq
by the Tamil Federal Party, with
an ideologically conservative,
bourgeois leadership — the leader-
ship of the middle classes.

But against these non-violent
struggles, the state unleashed
military brutality. People were
killed, burned alive . . .

As always, the oppressed go
through non-violence, and the
oppressor uses violence.

Then in the Tamil Stuceni
Federation some of the activists
started saying that non-violence is
useless against an oppressor who

uses violence. I think it opened a
new era for the Tamil people,
who were always told to be law-
abiding — always licking the boots
of the British and licking the
boots of Sinhala, |

In 1972 there was the birth of
a movement called the New Tiger
Movement. In 1976 they re-
named themselves the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam. They
started a guerrilla struggle.

In 1977 all the Tamil middle
class parties went into the
election in a coalition, called the
Tarpll United Liberation Front,
asking for a separate Tamil state.

All the TULF candidates were
returned.”

Free Nirm

Nirmala Nithiya-Nandan is a
teminist and writer from
Jaffna 1n Tamil Eelem, aged
thirty. .

She was arrested on Novem-
ber 18 1982 by the Sinhala
armed forces and has been held
iIncommunicado ever since,
subjected to indignity, harass-
ment and possibly torture.

Nirmala is one of the latest
victims of the infamous ‘Preven-
tion of Terrorism Act’ which
2203eS tnal Dy vury and atows
Sonizssons extracted by torture
23 aGmissible evidence.

Nirmaia supported the free-
the Tamil

Hoo

She wrote

and produced

ala

plays, translated literary
political works. Her translations

introduced the national and

socialist struggles of the Latin
American and African people.
One of Nirmala's primary
concerns has been the emancj-
pation of the oppressed Tamil
women. To this task she dedi-
cated herself fully in actively
organising and participating in
women'’s liberation campaigns.
The Tamil Women’s League
asks for letters demanding the
release of Nirmala and the
repeal of the Prevention of
Terrorism Act to be sent to

President J.R. Jayawardene,

President’s House, Colombo, Sri

Lanka, with a copy to ‘Repeal
PTA Campaign’, 42, Sickert
Court, London N1 2TE.

- Marxist, [

WHAT is the situation of
women in Sri Lanka?

Tamil women are oppressed
because we are Tamils. We face a
national - oppression which the
Sinhalese women don’t face.

In all the communal riots
since 1956, our women have been

‘raped, burnt alive, persecuted
because we are Tamil. '

- We also have the oppression of

cultural norms within our own

society — male domination, the
dowry system, the caste system.

- We have to struggle in both

these spheres, and these struggles

have to go together.

What scope do you think there is
for common s
Tamil women and Sinhalese
women?

Sometimes you feel the
Sinhala women’s groups have

- more in common with the Sinhala

men than with Tamil women.

Until they come out, without
any reservations and ‘buts’ and
rationalisations, and support
Tamil self-determination, we
would rather develop our struggle
ourselves. , -

That’s why we have some
problems with  the Sinhala
women’s groups. Of course, they
campaign for the Free Trade
Zone women workers {who are
almost all Sinhalese]. As a
know that those
women are oppressed, but 1
cannot 1dentify with them
because they do not accept our
position.

Rajes: In Sri Lanka, in the south I
could walk on the streets. Of
course 1 shouldn’t wear my sari or
anything like that — I would have
to lose my identity and dress like
a Sinhalese woman. But I could
walk on the Colombo streets. -

[ couldn’t do that in Jaffna
[a Tamil city in the north). As a
Tamil woman I could face the Sri
Lankan army any time.

For a Tamil woman in Jaffna,
her own home is a prison.

The Sinhalese women have a
job, at least, though they work in
dreadful conditions. In the Free
Trade Zone they have to work 12
hours without a break on the
night shift, standing up in the dim
light, on assembly work. The

employer won’t give them a stool

to sit on in case they fall asleep.

But Tamil women mostly
don’t even get a job.

Wouldn’t you be in a stronger
position to get the Sinhalese Left

10 support Tamil self-determina-

tion if you were able to unjte
with them.on common issues of

women’s rights and workers’
rights?
We are a separate nation.
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LAST SUMMER there were pogro
— a quarter of the island’s 14 milli
The right-wing ruling party, the :
even organised the violence.
The Tamils have suffered disc
only from the right wing. Sri Lank
‘socialism’ has been identified with?
of the Sinhalese and Buddhist majc
The socialist Left used to defen
them later bent under the pressures
Tamil women suffer a double ¢
women. The Hindu religion domimn
fies many oppressive customs.
~ Mary Corbishley and Martin 1]
manian and another member of thé
Their personal opinions are not 1
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