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TO
STRIKE

THE LABOUR Party leaders
want trade unions to accept ‘new
rights and new responsibilities’.
Instead of a clean sweep of all the
Tory anti-union laws, Neil Kin-
nock wants new laws that will
interfere with union rights.

He wants it to remain unlawful to
have a strike without a ballot according
to government-prescribed procedures.
But sometimes ballots can make effec-
tive action difficult or impossible. Of-
ten a very quick response by the union
is needed, for example to victimisation.

Democracy

A law enforcing ballots doesn’t help
democracy, despite what Kinnock and
the Tories say.

It looked as if Kinnock had it sewn
up when a TUC/Labour joint commit-
tee endorsed his idea on pre-strike
ballots. But big unions — TGWU,
NALGO, NUPE, NUM, TASS — are
against this new attempt to keep the lid
on workers’ militancy. It could be de-
feated at the TUC congress early in
September. It should be defeated.

We do need democracy in the trade
unions and in the Labour Party. But
real democracy must come from the
active involvement of the rank and
file — not from the law courts. Neil
Kinnock, who last year announced his
intention to defy Labour Party confer-
ence democracy over an amnesty for
the miners, should not try to impose
‘democracy’ on the unions in alliance
with Tory judges.

Laws interfering in trade unions’
internal affairs can only result in less
democracy, not more. We have seen
time and time again how the courts
will rule against the labour move-
ment. Our unions’ democracy is our
business.

The TUC Congress must kick out
Kinnock’s proposals. The trade unions
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By Lol Duffy, former jailed Cammell
Lairds striker and prospective Parliament-
ary candidate for Wallasey

The police can beat you up, abuse you, and injure you,
as they wish and escape unpunished.

Aﬁdrew Wiard, Repori

L] Another
of
Thatcher’s
lawless
thugs in
blue goes
in for the
kill.

The official Police Complaints Authority has found the pnllce
guilty of assaulting and abusing plckets during the miners’|
strike. But they shrug it off. They can’t identify the individual
cops responsible, so nothing can be done. :

The same escape clause has been used often before —|
most notoriously when police beat anti-fascist demonstrator Blair|
Peach to death in Southall in 1979.

Imagine angry pickets attacking a scab — let!
alone beating one to death — in the midst of a_
crowd of police. They would be clapped in jailf
immediately, with the press baying for their
blood.

Terry French

Miner Terry French is still serving a ﬁve-_ve
jail sentence on charges of violence during the
1984-5 strike. "- ;

But cops can beat you up in the midst of a mob
of “‘law enforcers'’, and get off scott free. Law5¢
according to the police, are for other people. Tha
thugs in blue can make it up as they go along.

The police assaults took place on 21 August:
1984, at the height of the miners’ strike. de it
miners had decided to scab at Hatfield Main col: |
liery and local miners were picketing. =

The police *‘did overreact and..a few
officers did assault prisoners after arrest and..]
others were abusive and uncivil’’ according ta
the Complaints Authority. 5

These complaints have taken nearly two years
to be dealt with. The investigations were carried
out not by any independent body, but by thel i
Nottinghamshire police. !

Complaints

Out of the 268 complaints brought against the
police because of incidents during the miners’
strike, only 17 have resulted in disciplinary|
charges and only one in criminal charges. Just
square that with what everyone has secn on TV,
let alone with the miners’ direct experience!
Compare it with the 12,000 miners and support-
ers arrested during the strike!

The Tory government poured millions of
pounds into breaking the strike. Thatcher said
she would introduce any new laws necessary to
give the police the powers they wanted. Now

Turn to page 12
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ANOTHER PILLAR of apartheid
policy crumbled in the face of mass
revolt last week. The ‘independ-
ence’ of KwaNdebele was rejected
by the homeland’'s Legislative
Assembly, following an uprising in
protest at the plan.

‘Independence’ for South Af-

Tamils

rica’s Bantustans or ‘homelands’ is
a central part of the apartheid

Victims of viclence

The ‘'boat people’ cast
adrift off Canada
though as it turned out
brought from West
Germany — have high-
lighted the plight of Sri
Lanka's Tamils.

The ‘boat people’
themselves have been
the victims of terrible
exploitation. Their Ger-
man ‘benefactors’ were
charign them £14 for a
can of Coca Cola and
keeping them couped up

OPEC

Alive

The obituaries for OPEC
— the Organisation of
Petroleum Exporting
Countries — may have
been premature.

On 5 August, the 13
members of OPEC
agreed to call a cease-
fire in their war for the

~ glutted oil market, and
- jointly to cut oil ptoduc-

tion. It is a triumph for
the policy of the Saudi
ruling class, long the
most cautious of the oil

- producers.

Oil prices by the end
of July were as low as $7
or $8 a barrel, falling
from a high point a few
years ago of $40, Within
24 hours of the deal, in
‘spot’ prices
leapt up by 50%. OPEC

- is to work out a new

quota system that will
allow, they calculate, for
prices to rise to $19 a

- barrel.

But they're not off
slippery ground yet. The
new-found unity s
extremely fragile. Saudi
Arabia and Kuwait, who
will have to make the
biggest cuts, have

like galley slaves.
There are 4,000 Tamil

refugees in Canada,
and 30,000 in West
Germany, which last

week forbade them poli-
tical asylum.

The British govern-
ment has allowed hardly
any refugees in,
although there is a large
Tamil community in
England.

140.000 Sri Lankan
Tamils are in refugee

camps in the Tamil area
of India. They live on
about £20 a month per
family.

The refugees are flee-
ing the brutal Sri
Lankan regime of Junius
Jaywardene. In  Sri
Lanka Tamils are a
persecuted minority —
the victims of terrible
state-sponsored viol-
ence, especially in the
north east of the
country,

THRING

NK GOODNESS \T
THA HERE

COULDN'T

sworn to switch the
pumps back on as soon
as one if its rivals breaks
the agreement.

And the oil producers
have all been hit very
hard by falling prices.
Saudi revenues over the
past year were down by
24%;  Nigerian and
Libyan by 50%; Iran’s
revenues fell by
60%.

Nn-OPEC oil produc-
ers have suffered even

more. Mexico, counting
on oil sales to help ser-
vice its $93 billion debts
to foreign banks, is in
dire straights. A rise in
prices will help, but not
much.

And for the Third
World countries which
import oil, a price rise
will be a new blow.

In the merry-go-
round of the oil indus-
try, it is always the poor
who lose out.

strategy of divide and rule. The
white rulers hope to form South
Africa’s black people into separate
little ‘nations’, and to perpetuate
old tribal loyalties.

 Even as he was declaring, once
again, that South Africa had ‘out-
grown the outdated concept of
apartheid’, P.W. Botha, address-
ing the ruling National Party, re-
iterated the importance of the 'ind-
ependence’ policy.

He compared the ‘independent’
homelands to small European
states like Andorra, Leichtenstein
and Monaco. He also raised again
the prospect of creating black “city
states’ in the townships.

‘If a state such as Luxemburg
can be independent’, Botha plead-
ed, ‘why can black urban commun-

In the first of an occasion-
al series, Janet Burstall
tells the story of Aus-
tralia’s ‘Social Contract’

THE ‘ACCORD’ between the
Australian Labor Party (ALP)
and the Australian Congress of
Trade Unions (ACTU) came into
existence on the eve of the March
1983 Federal elections in Austra-
lia. It was the labour movement’s
alternative after 7' years of the
Fraser Liberal (read Tory) gov-
ernment.

The election was called by Fraser
. when widespread strikes threatened to
: break up his wage freeze. Newly
. elected ALP leader Bob Hawke called
: on the unions to lift their strikes and
: get Labour elected. Hawke then main-
: tained Fraser's wage freeze for the
: remainder of iis one year term.

This didn’t stop the leaders of the
ACTU from promoting the Accord as
the means of maintaining real wages.
It was also supposed to commit the
government to increasing the ‘‘social
wage'' e.g. health, welfare, education,
transport expenditure, and to involve
unions in economic planning. .
The Accord would never have got off

-:' “A true
- Ignacy Soszynski called

Poland’s economic crisis

the ground if it hadn't been for the so-
called left umion officials. Many of

Stalin in eldorado

eldorado™,

it when he spoke to
the Financial Times
(19 August).

He was talking about
Stalinist, but crisis-

wracked, Poland. The

chaos of the state sector

over of £27 million a
year, is the biggest of
the 685 ‘Polonian’ com-
panies.

Smaller-scale private
enterprise and black-
marketeering is also rife
in Poland today. The
Financial Times quotes

the editor of an official
magazine as saying that
it is “‘not unusual for a
moneyed Pole to have
three million zlotys on
deposit at the bank, with
an annual yield equal to
nearly twice the average
yearly Polish income."’

has led to big profits for
private business people
like soszynski, and he is

Hungarian miners’ strike

now a zloty billionaire —

worth over £3 million.
Ihe ‘Polonian’ capit-

s, of whom Soszyn-

become

e, have

700 Hungarian miners
have taken industrial
action in opposition to
government plans to
close 14 pits

300 miners at Tata-
ban iery and 400 at
Borsod colliery have

“‘resigned”’ in protest at
the planned closures.
The Hungarian
government, which has
closed all but 39 of the
country’s 156 pits in the
last ten years, sugges-

ted that there had been
a ‘'misunderstanding’
because it intended to
close the pits only very
slowly.

With the state ‘trade

unions’  policing the
Hungarian working
class rather than

defending their inter-
ests, the miners have
had to act on their own
by ‘resigning’ their jobs
in order to fight this
latest round of closures.

them are from either the Communist
Party of Australia (similar views to the
Italian CP) or a grouping which split
from the Socialist Party of Australia
(Moscow line) because of SPA opposi-
tion to the Accord.

ETTER
from

AUSTRALIA

These currents, among others, gave
the Accord a radical sounding cover —
because of the Accord’s emphasis on
the social wage, and union participa-
tion in tripartite planning, it was a
means of politicising the working class
and overcoming the traditional econ-
omist obsession with wages and condi-
tions. They even quoted Lenin at the
anti-Accord left.

All the smaller left groups opposed
the Accord. They pointed out that the
Accord wouldn’t even provide the
minimum conditions that its supporters
said it guaranteed. Primarily they
presented the Accord as a wage-

Hawke’s

ities close to our metropolitan area
not receive full autonomy as city
states?’

Four homelands have ‘indepen-
dence — Transkei, Bophutats-
wana, Venda and Ciskei. KwaNde-
bele was to be next. But its inhabit-
itants had other ideas.

An uprising began on 12 May
which, despite repression that left
160 people dead, successfully
forced the homeland’s government
to reject independence.

‘Independence’ would mean for-
feitina South African citizenship.
KwaNdebele is described aptly as
the South African ‘Weekly Mail’ as
‘one of apartheid’s most squalid
fictions: a few northeastern Trans-
vaal farms turned into shanty
slums’.

Rent strikes
spread

Meanwhile, 300,000 households
in 38 townships are currently on
rent strike. According to the
Community Research Group, it is
costing the state 30 million rand a
month.

Hawke and Reagan
ded a commitment by the unions not to

make wage claims above those
awarded by the Arbitration Com-
mission. The Arbitration Commission
is supposed to hold six monthly hear-
ings on union claims for a wage rise to
compensate for increases in the Con-
sumer Price Index, maintained by the
Australian Bureau of Statistics. All
sorts of ways have been used to award
the unions less than the full CPI adjust-
ment (not that a full CPI adjustment
would maintain real wages in any
case). The left also pointed out that the
Accord made the union movement
police any struggles, for the govern-
ment and the bosses, and demobilised
workers.

The anti-Accord left anticipated at
nearly every national wage case, that
the Accord might break down, that it
could not be made to stick. That it has
lasted so long is indicative of the hold
of Labor politics in the labour move-
ment. To destabilise Labor, the
Accord’s left supporters warn, will only
get a Liberal government elected, and
that would be more vicious. And then
the anti-Accord left will be sorry!

Fragmenting

In the meantime the pro-Accord left
is fragmenting. Some of them say it
was a good idea, which unfortunately
didn’t work, The ‘‘maintenance of real
wages'’ has added up to a drop of
nearly 20% over 3% years. Union
participation in “‘economic planning"
has resulted in deregulation of the
finance industry, rising home loan
interest rates, a sinking Australian
dollar, and increased foreign invest-
ment (which is opposed by the pro-

~Accord. left). . The. “‘increase. in. the. .
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accord
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evolt against Botha

Police began to evict rent-
boycotters in the Vaal area last
week.

8,501 names of people detained
since the declaration of the State of
Emergency have been collected by
the liberal, pro-capitalist Progress-
ive Federal Party.

At |least 344 elected leaders and
officials of trade unions were
known to be in detention at the be-
ginning of last week. 2,735 trade
unionists have been detained. The
hardest hit unions have been
FAWU, CCAWUSA and MAWU.

Over 600 detainees began a
hunger strike on 14 August to pro-
test at the State of Emergency,
timed to coincide with the reopen-
ing of Parliament and the National
Party Congress.

Recent legal successes have
been overturned in the High Court,
A court decision reported in last
week's SO that could have meant
the release of thousands of prison-
ers was contradicted by the Natal
Supreme Court on 14 August.
Which decision takes priority is as
yet unclear, but no prisoners are
being freed.

social wage”' is conditional upon Prime
Minister Hawke’s commitment to
bankers to limit the rate of any increase
in government outlays to the rate of
the GDP, i.e. necessitates extensive
cuts in real spending. But the left
unions didn’t respond to Hawke's com-
mitment with industrial action, to have
it withdrawn. Unable to defend exist-
ing social wage provisions, were they

ever serious about struggling to
improve them?
Wages

As the bosses’ demands for wage
reduction intensify, the government is
starting to talk about abandoning the
Accord, saying that they can't see a
way to make any more deals with the
ACTU leaders for discounting the CPI
wage adjustment due next March.

The September case has been can-
celled, the March 1986 case was not
completed until late June. One union
had voted not to sign the most recent
wage agreement, and to campaign for
a $67 a week rise. This is the Plumbers
and Gasfitters union. This is the first
union to openly state that it is breaking
the Accord. It represents the beginning
of the end.

The left must continue to campaign
for the unions to take up claims outside
the Accord, and for solidarity with
unions under attack. It must also pre-
pare to explain the real reasons for the
end of the Accord, and the election ofa
Liberal government, because the main
forces on the fake left will be harking
back to the halcyon days, and blaming
the serious left for the problems the

- working class will face under the next
. Liberal.government. « + « + « ¢ »
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THE Ulster Freedom Fighters
(UFF), a flag of convenience for
the big legal Protestant paramili-
tary group, the Ulster Defence
Association, has threatened
death for all Catholic workers in
Protestant areas in Northern Ire-
land.

At the Shorts aircraft factory in Bel-
fast, nine Catholic workers’ clock-cards
have been destroyed. Posters have
been put up in the factory threatening
violence against nationalist workers.
Catholics are a 5% minority in the
workforce of 7,000.

In Lisburn, Co.Antrim, the housing
authorities reported on 15 August that
124 Catholic and mixed households had
put in applications for re-housing from
the mainly Protestant town. ‘‘Petrol
bomb attacks in the early hours of the
morning”’, said the Irish Times, ‘‘have
become a pattern of life for Catholics in

the town''.
IRA

On the other side of the communal
divide, the IRA has repeated warnings
that it will regard anyone doing work
for the security forces — builders,
refuse collectors, utility workers, other
suppliers, cleaners — as fair military
targets. A quarry owner was shot dead
on 30 July because he was supply-
ing materials for the construction of an
RUC police station. The UFF threat
was a response to this IRA policy.

Sinn Fein president Gerry Adams
has toned down the IRA warning by
saying that the Republicans intend to
strike only at the ‘fat cats’, not at
ordinary workers. Nevertheless, the
warning cannot do anything but in-
crease sectarian tension.

Northern Ireland has 20% unem-
ployment and a decimated manufac-
turing sector. A large proportion of the
remaining jobs — especially for Protes-
tants — are connected in some way or
other with the army or the RUC, Catho-
lic workers will also be hit since they
dominate the building industry.

Polarisation between the communi-
ties is increasing. On 14 August Prote-
stant politician Peter Robinson appear-
ed in court in the southern border
town of Dundalk on charges arising
from the Orange ‘invasion’ of the
southern village of Clontibret.
Local nationalists threw jeers and
petrol bombs at the band of Loyalists
who accompanied Robinson, turning
Dundalk into a microcosm of the sec-
tarian civil war being brewed up in
Northern Ireland today.

Full civil war is still a good way
off. But the Northern Ireland state has
been visibly unviable since 1969,

The Protestant majority want no-
thing less than their old ‘Protestant
state for a Protestant people’. The
35% Catholic minority, who see no
reason why they should be trapped
in such a Protestant-dominated state
rather than united with the Irish major-
ity, will not accept it.

If the breakdown of the state were
allowed to run its own course freely,
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Loyalists flee Dundalk. Photo Derek Speirs, Report

the result would be civil war: the Prot-
estants would seize what they could
and make it a through-and-through
Orange state; Catholics in the Protes-
tant heartland areas would be
massacred or driven out; and the Cath-
olic border areas would join the south,
with Protestants there suffering the
same fate as Catholics in Antrim
and Down.

The British government does not
want that. So it has frozen the situa-
tion, reduced it to a simmering con-
flict, by means of an army presence
and a mass of repressive legislation.
And from time to time it has made
attempts to reform the underlying
structures.

The Anglo-Irish deal is the latest of
those — introducing a sort of Dublin-
London power-sharing in the Six Coun-
ties, with provision for internal Cath-
olic-Protestant power-sharing to grow
up within it.

It antagonises the Protestants, be-
cause it was done over their heads.
They rebel against it with a fair
degree of confidence, because in the
past their inbuilt greater weight within
the existing Northern Ireland structure
has enabled them to push Britain their
way, and ensure that the Catholics get
the brunt of the ‘peace-keeping’. At

the same time, the deal shows no great
signs of producing big improvements
for the Catholics in the North.

In short, the deal is another attem-
pt to tinker with an inherently sectarian
structure which cannot be reformed.
The only democratic programme is
one which recognises both the right of
the Irish people as a whole to have
self-determination and an end to Brit-
ish interference, and the minority
tights of the Irish minority, the Prot-
estants. That must be some sort of
federal united Ireland.

Just

In the meantime, the conflict in
Northern Ireland is not just six of one
and half a dozen of the other. The
Catholics have long been oppressed
and discriminated against. Their cause
is just. The IRA are their militia.

But socialists need to do more than
just side with the oppressed. For the
Northern Ireland Catholics — a 35%
minority in the Six Counties, and less
than 10% in all Ireland — are caught
in an impasse. They cannot possibly
overpower the Protestants (even if that
were desirable); at most they can ‘det-
onate’ them into full-scale civil war in
which the Catholics themselves will
suffer worst.
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While we support the Catholics, and
advocate troops out, we must also
argue for a programme to counter the
threat of civil war: a federal united
Ireland.

Even the minimal workers’ political
unity that existed in Northern Ireland
in the early '60s on issues like un-
employment has long since disappear-
ed. It is foolish when some socialists
pretend that a blind eye to the national
question and a stress on trade union
unity will create a new political unity.

The ‘Militant’ tendency has long
made the idea of ‘a trade union defence
force against the sectarians’ a cure-all
for Northern Ireland. It is an idea with
no grip on reality, since — as the
powerful Loyalist strikes have shown
— many of the trade unionists are the
sectarians.

Perhaps, however, it is not impos-
sible now that some trade unionists will
organise for self-protection against
both the parallel threats of the UFF
and the IRA. If they do, that should
be supported.

The creation of some beginnings of
workers' unity — North/South, Cathol-
ic/Protestant — must be paramount
for us. Little progress on the national/
communal issues — let alone towards
socialism —is possible without it.

Fighting scab leaders

The TUC have ruled out of orde-r :

a motion to force the EETPU to
observe picket lines in the print
dispute, or else face suspension.

The National Graphical Association
(NGA) wants the TUC to tell the
EETPU to instruct its members not to
cross picket lines. But the NGA's
motion has been disallowed on the
grounds that it is a matter for the gen-
eral council, not the congress.

The ruling by the general purposes
committee is an attempt to keep the
issue from being debated on the floor
of Congress. This is completely
undemocratic.

Whatever the constitutional details,
Congress has the right to discuss an
issue of such importance.

But the News International
dispute has surely proved that angry
noises against Eric Hammond, general
secretary of the EETPU, do not add up
to a policy to win. The union leader-
ships who have beaten their breasts

about the EETPU’s role have not

,actually dome anything themselves,

and have meekly submitted to the
courts.

Suspension or expulsion of the
EETPU from the TUC is not the
answer. The EETPU leaders are right
wing scabs. So are many other leaders
of many other unions. All the union
leaders failed the NUM very badly dur-
ing the year-long miners’ strike. We
can't suspend or expel all of them.

But the members of the EETPU are
not all right wing scabs. And throwing
the EETPU out of the TUC means
throwing them into Hammond’s hands.
Threats to expel the EETPU have been
used as a substitute for any campaign
among the EETPU rank and file.

Weaken

In the present conditions, the expul-
sion of the EETPU would weaken, not
strengthen, a trade union movement
already weakened by recession and

successive defeats. There is a real
danger of an alternative trade union
centre: the EETPU could regroup with
the UDM, and pull perhaps the AEU
out of the TUC. That would be danger-
ous.

Open war on the TUC by a scab fed-
eration would not be to the advantage
of militant workers. A membership war
would be bad news. All evidence
suggests that where different unions
compete with one another, trade union
membership as a whole declines.

The answer is to reach out to rank
and file electricians. If the TUC leaders
were serious, they would go over
Hammond’s head and organise the
rank and file. :

And if the TUC fails to act, it is up to
the rank and file militants to appeal to
the EETPU members.

The only answer to scab leaders with
scab policies is to organise the rank
and file across the unions more effec-
tively, to build a militant rank and file
movement, and fight for new leaders.

News
and

newsak

There is news and there is
Newsak. Newsak occupies =
world in which whistling degs
and glamorous granmies are as
important as a Middle East war
or the miners’ strike.

Breakfast TV and Regional ‘News’
programmes on both BBC and ITV
specialise in Newsak. The late and
unlamented Nationwide turned New-
sak into an art form.

Today is the printed equivalent of
such pregrammes. It never descends
into the journalistic gutter inhabited by
the Sun and the Star — its coverage of
the ‘‘tragic lesbian love triangle” for
instance was relatively sensitive and
unsensational, while ‘its editorial on
the Tamil castaways reminded us that
many immigrants are victims of starva-
tion and oppression.

**We should remember this when we
see a strange face in town. It may...be-
long to someone who has fled his
homeland in fear and deserves our
compassion.”’

By Jim Denham

But this kind of thing is not what
Today is really concerned about,
worthy as its sentiments may be.
Today devotes most of its space to
stories about soap opera actors (Hilda:
"'I've been a virgin for life’"); pop stars
(**Prince: Born to be King”’) and such
fascinating people as Texan Carolyn
Farb, who won a $28 million divorce
settlement from her third husband and
seems to own a large number of Rolls
Royces and Mercedes coupes.

Selina Scott (surely the queen of
Newsak) seems to feature quite regu-
larly, and Derek Jameson (who, as
Radio 2 listeners will know, has recent-
ly branched out from Newsak to
Musak) even has his own cheeky,
chatty column.

You occasionally learn something
from Today. Like the fact that the new
James Bond, Timothy Dalton, is a
long-standing friend of Vanessa Red-
grave — thus opening up the terrifying
possibility that 007 could become an
agent for the Healyite WRP. Person-
ally, 1 thought Robert Kilroy-Silk
should have landed the part.

Then of course there are the royals.
They’re in there just about every day
with each twisted ligament, strained
ankle and fishbone reported in graphic
detail by hardworking ‘Royal Corres-
pondent’ Stephen Lynas.

Purveyors of Newsak will always tell
you that they’re only providing the
punters with what they want. How then
do they explain the lack of enthusiasm
for Today among the Great British
Public?

With circulation languishing at
around 400,000 (only 250,000 for the
Sunday Today) and rumours of big fin-
ancial problems looming (the paper has
only survived so far because Lonrho
bailed it out) Eddie Shah looks like he
may have become unstuck. It is even
rumoured that he plans to cut his
losses and high-tail it back to Warring-
ton.

It seems that the colour photos and
thinly disguised SDP politics just don’t
have the appeal that Eddie thought
they would. Even by the standards of
Fleet Street (and Wapping) Today is...
well, just plain boring.

It doesn’t even make you angry like
the Mail or the Express. Reading it
every day for a whole week is not an
experience I would care to repeat.

The title of one of Today’s regular
features about sums it up: Trial by
Trivia.
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MI5 in court

There’s one comfort
from the current MIS
scandal. If Britain’s
secret police are as ham-
handed about
operations as they are
about covering up their
blunders, then we're
relatively safe.

Peter
written a book alleging

Labour prime minister
Harold Wilson in 1974-.
6; that it has bugged the
French and West Ger-
man embassies; that it
planned to assassinate
President Nasser of

T

their -

Former MIS officer.
Wright has

that MIS plotted against

Egypt; and its former
chief, Roger Hollis, was
a Russian agent,

- It has also been alleg-
ed by MI5 ex-employee
Cathy Massiter that MI5
has been spying on
CND.

The British govern-
ment is trying to stop
Wright’s book being
published in Australia.
It has put forward the

_ following case.

1. Wright’s allega-
tions are true ‘for the
purposes of the court
proceedings’ (i.e. they
don’t want to be ques-
tioned in court about

Not so smiley

them).

2. Actually they're not
true.

3. They shouldn't be
published because that
will discredit MIS.

The Australian judge,
a former security officer
himself, has been unim-
pressed. *“Everyone
knows’’, he says, ‘‘that
MIS leaks like a sieve’'.
And since Hollis set up
the Australian secret
police, “‘if Hollis was a
Russian spy it sticks in
my craw that the Aus-
tralian public cannot be
told about it"".

Strike figures

Low

STRIKE figures are still
low in the aftermath of
the miners’ defeat. In
the 12 months from
June 1985 to May 1986,
strikes totalled only 2.4
million striker-days —
lower than any year
since 1967,

The Department of
Employment = recorded
903 stoppages in the
year 1985, the lowest
total - since 1938 and
about half the average
figure in 1975-84.

The decline in strikes
is, however, far from a
complete collapse. The
number of strikers in
1985, at 790,000, was
higher than in previous
low years like 1976.

Labour left:

John Lloyd’s arrival as
new editor of the weekly
magazine ‘New States-
man’ raised hopes
among those of us who
appreciated his cover-
age in the Financial
Times of the miners’
strike — about as good
as coverage in a capital-
ist paper of a major
workers’ struggle can
ever be.

The first Lloyd
‘Statesman’ (15 August)
has however dashed
those hopes a bit. The
major article is an
account of Labour’s
hard left — written in a
voyeuristic ‘we reveal
the inside story’ style,
though the sectarian
tittle-tattle is scanty and
not even very accurate.

The author, Sarah
Benton, condemns the
Labour left with a quote
from Nigel Stanley of
the Labour Co-ordinat-
ing Committee, "It has
no theory’’. (Well, Nigel
would be an authority on
that, wouldn’t he?).

Benton’s own ‘theory’
has to be deduced from
her condemnation of our
politics as ‘‘of perman-
ent opposition, of con-
tinuous reproach of

compromisers and
betrayers’ and our re-
jection of alliances
except where there is

agreement on ‘‘basic
and fundamental
goals”’.

Confusingly she also
attacks the left for
“‘cynical tactical allian-
ces'’ — so what sort of

alliances does she want?
(Answer, probably: with
the SDP).

Statesmanlike

And isn't it possible
that the present system
of society deserves per-
manent opposition, and
that *‘compromisers and
betrayers' should be
*‘continuously "’ con-
demned? Why is the
“‘continuous’’  opposi-
tion of compromisers to
the hard Left better, than
the “continuous”’
opposition of the hard
Left to compromisers? *

China’s new economics

Shares sale

MORE indicators of
China's radical shift to-

wards market economics,

Following the recent
bankruptcy of a factory
in Shenyang, two factor-
ies in Wuhan have been
told that they will be left
to sink if they do not
stop losing money. A bi-
cycle factory in Tinjuan
is selling £1.8 million
worth of shares to pri-
vate investors, promis-

ing an 8% dividend
rate.
A state insurance

scheme is being set up
for pensions and sick
pay, replacing the pre-
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sent provision for urban
workers by their
employers, The aim is to
increase labour mobil-
ity, and some 3.5 million
workers have been put
on fixed-term contracts
(rather than jobs for life)
in the last year.

Meanwhile the Chin-
ese state has made its
biggest-ever foreign
capital investment, buy-
ing a 10% share in an
aluminium smelter in
Australia. Chinese
investment abroad is
estimated to exceed for-
eign  investment in
China.

ETTERS

Our Trades Council recently decided to
~ampaign for the Co-op to boycott scab
beds from Silentnight, and 1 and
another Trades Council member, Andy
Day, were arrested while picketing the
Co-op.

Labour Party branches and
have withdrawn or  threat-
ened to withdraw accounts from the

. However hypocritical the Tribune

. leader-writers may be in their use of

: the incidents at Kronstadt where in
1921 the Bolshevik government sup-
pressed an insurrection, SO cannot
expect to get away with such dismis-
sive remarks about Kronstadt without
areply.

50 years ago Trotsky's reply to critics
on the left wing of his own movement
was that while it was not impossible
that he had been wrong, other political
ssues were too pressing to allow him
to reexamine the facts.

You fail to mention the heroic role of
Kronstadt:

*during the 1905 revolution;

*during both the February and Octo-
ber revolutions of 1917 and during the
defence of Petrograd against the white
guard generals.

The sailors of Kronstadt stood out in
their heroism for the revolution, hero-
ism matched only by the workers of the
Vyborg quarter of Petrograd. In con-
sequence — so as to ensure the safety
of the revolutionary government — the
Soviet supreme council decreed that no
serviceman should be moved from
Kronstadt to any other sphere of mili-
tary activity.

Rebels

So the rebels the Bolsheviks sup-
pressed in 1921 had been the heroes of
the revolution.

You say ‘‘some of the rebels raised
anarchist slogans’™ ‘‘but they had
taken the key fortress at Kronstadt’
“presented themselves as wanting
something better’' ‘‘a naive anar-
chist”’. This asserts and implies a num-
ber of falsities.

It is suggested that only a minority
supported the revolutionary platform
of the Kronstadt Soviet; that there was
a putschist attempt which had resulted
in the seizure of a fortress in which
they had ne right to be; that the pro-
gramme was opportunist and adven-
turist, advanced by newcomers to the
revolutionary scene rather than by
tried and tested revolutionaries; that
all the Kronstadt Soviet revolutionaries
— and all anarchists — are merely
naive. The facts are:

The Kronstadt Soviet platform was
passed unanimously and was endorsed
by all organised groups on the island
fortress and among the sailors, inclu-
ding the vast majority of the Kronstadt
section of the Bolshevik Party.

The platform reiterated the original
aims of the October Revolution, listed
various obvious departures from the
letter and spirit of this programme.
Taking full account of the lack of
resources it demanded the rectification
of various government measures which
were in conflict with the October pro-
gramme. It advocated policies “which

Co-op Bank and the NGA have written
to the Co-op saying they will do the
same unless Andy Day and I get an
apology.

In addition, the role of the police in
the affair has now been taken up by the
Police Committee. The police have now
withdrawn their charges, and a senior
police officer has been appointed to

Boycott Silentnight!

investigate the complaint we have
registered. Shortly we will be con-
sidering suing for wrongful arrest.

We have also won the support of the
County Association of Trades Councils
for any' financial support we need in
taking legal action.

ARTHUR BOUGH
Stoke-on-Trent

Red sailors
would carry on in the original spirit of
the revolution.

In point of fact the anarchists among
the Kronstadt sailors had been killed:
some just prior to the 1917 Revolution,
some died in the October revolution,
some were later killed by white guard

- forces. So though anarchists condi-

tionally support the Kronstadt pro-
gramme, it was not an anarchist pro-
gramme and we had no direct or
indirect impact on it. The left in Kron-
stadt — at the time of the Kronstadt
rising — was represented by the
“‘Maximalist Socialists’’ and ‘the
Kronstadt Programme was certainly in
line with that party’s policies.

Resistance

Kronstadt was not an isolated rising,
but part of a nationwide resistance to
policies that Lenin himself acknow-
ledged were a retreat to state capital-
ism.

Trotskyism is always -anxious to
pretend that the degeneration of the
Soviet Revolution began with Stalin,
and refuses to discuss the fact (admit-
ted by Lenin) that bureaucratic degen-
eracy had begun before Lenin’s death.
It is really no use your branding Stalin
the grave-digger of the revolution,
without acknowledging that when he
came on the scene there was already a
corpse to be buried.

You really need to explain why with-
in four years of hailing Vvborg and
Kronstadt as the power houses of the
revolution, Lenin and Trotsky sent the
Red Army, led by ex-Tsarist officers, in
to crush both. You cannot gloss over
the fact that the Democratic Centralist
Opposition (1919 vintage} within the
army, liquidated by Trotsky, largely
consisted of revolutionaries who had
frequently risked their lives working

Cypruslessons

Neophitos Ttofias’ article on Cyprus
(SO 14 August) points to some interest-
ing sidelights on the recent discussions
in SO concerning Ireland.

EOKA was the radical anti-imperial-
ist movement in Cyprus. It was right
wing (like the Provos were in their
early years), but in the "50s at least it
must have had some members who saw
their struggle in left-wing terms of
colonial revolution (like the Provos
now).

More militant anti-imperialism did
not, however, lead to socialism (as
some on the left think it automatically
will in Ireland). It led to communal

slaughter. The Greeks, long the sub-
ject people, turned on the Turks, the
colonialists up to 1878 and (some of
them) the allies of British imperialism
after that. The Turkish army thus got
the chance to invade. Compare Cathol-
ics and Protestants in Ireland.

Of course there are many differen-
ces. But it seems that Cyprus since
1974 shows us a mild version of what
could happen in Ireland if civil war is
unleashed — even if that is done under
the banner of anti-imperialism.

RHODRI EVANS,
Hammersmith

with Trotsky, bringing his paper from
exile, into Russia, and distributing it
there.

Within your own little circle of
acquaintances no doubt you can get
away with cheap jibes such as those in
your editorial; no doubt when you sell
your paper to the politically naive and
inexperienced, and when you refuse to
print the facts in response, you will get
away with it. But you will not break out
of that isolation or keep those you infly-
ence once they shed their inexper-
ience, if you continue to ignore the
facts.

Fraternally,
LAURENS OTTER,
Wellington, Salop.

Tribune

The editorial on ‘Tribune and Trotsky-
ism’, SO 278, said that Tribune's
recent front page article by Andrew
Wilson, protesting about expulsions,
showed that the message may be
getting through to the soft lefts that
even they may be witch-hunted.

It should be pointed out that just
because Andy Wilson wrote in to
Tribune does not make him a soft left
Tribunite. But it looks as if Tribune has
cynically used Andy's satirical piece,
which commented on his own case.
They've done this to give themselves a
left face, while at the same time going
along with Kinnock’s attack on Militant
and other ‘ultra lefts’.

ALAN THEASBY,
Middlesbrough.

Hatton

The editorial on Labour’s Youth (issue
277, 24 July), attacks Derek Hatton. I
find this absolutely despicable, espec-
ially as it comes from supposed ‘social-
ists’.

How dare you attack this comrade,
And personally, too!! A comrade who
has put everything on the line — his
house, job, possessions — he could
even go to prison as a bankrupt — for
his socialist beliefs. And you have the
audacity to criticise!

In disgust,
Steve Revins,
Stafford LPYS

Letters are welcome: send to PO
Box 823, London SE15 4NA. 300

words or less, please, or we may
have to cut them.
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Irish prisoners tortured

Martina Anderson and Ella
0’Dwyer were moved to Durham
prison from Brixton at 4 a.m. on
31 July. They are now serving
life sentences.

While on remand for a year in Brix-
ton jail, i.e. while still ‘innocent until
proved guilty’ — they suffered:

*Two strip searches a day each.

*Two cell searches a day each.

*Four body searches a day each.

B cssiAN/GAY LIBERATION I

At the weekend the rate of strip-
searches went up to four a day, and the
body searches up to six a day.

Martina and Ela — together with
Gerry McDonnell, Peter Sherry and
Patrick Magee —have now been found
guilty of ‘conspiracy to cause explo-
sions’ for the bombing of the Tory
party conference hotel in Brighton.

Although the attack on the Tory
leaders was certainly a political act —
whatever you may think of it tactically.

Will Labour
fight for

lesbian and

gay rights?

By Matthew Davies

The issue of sexuality and the
oppression of lesbians and gay
men hasn’t always been the
favourite subject of the Labour
Party leadership. Like most
people, they would rather forget
it, pretend it does not exist, or
claim that what people do in bed
is not a pelitical issue.

Kinnock

Unfortunately for Kinnock and his
fellow travellers, gay rights was put on
the party agenda at last vear’s confer-
ence, thanks to the work of the Labour
Campaign for Lesbian and Gay Rights
(LCLGR), some local councils and
unions such as the NUM, following
lesbian and gay support during the
year-long miners’ strike.

The policy passed last year called for
very basic measures from the NEC

A socialist
view of Ireland

Irelanc)l 69-85

Available from SO: PO
Box 823, London SE15
4NA. 50p plus p&p.
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such as campaigning publicly amongst
the gay community, producing educa-
tional material for trade unions and
CLPs, and setting up a gay rights sub-
committee of the NEC to prepare
relevant legislation for a future Labour
government.

Not surprisingly, little has been
done. As a result, the Labour Cam-
paign for Lesbian and Gay Rights
(LCLGR) wrote to all the NEC
members and MPs in the North West
asking for their views on the policy
passed.

The response was disgraceful. Of 35
MPs written to, 16 refused to reply.
Gerald Kaufmann, supposedly
Labour’s shadow home secretary,
accounted for his lack of response by
saying that he did not have to agree
with all party policy and anyway, he
does not believe the age of consent for
gay men should be brought in line with
that of heterosexuals. Betty Booth-
royd replied that the passing of the
policy at conference was adequate
enough for her, implying that LCLGR
had a nerve to suggest it should
actually be implemented.

Neither Kinnock nor Hattersley
replied to LCLGR's letter. Kinnock,
of course, is the author of the infamous
attack on Peter Tatchell during the
Bermondsey by-election: *‘I am not in
favour of witch-hunts, but I do not mis-
take bloody witches for fairies'"!

Anti-gay

Such a lack of concern is worrying.
What is most disturbing is the fact that
a large section of the Parliamentary
leadership can get away with it so
easily. Kaufmann’s attitudes are plain-
ly anti-gay and he doesn’t even need to
hide it.

There is a very real fear that the next
Labour government will do nothing for
gay people. It is true that any legisla-
tion on gay rights will provoke some

sort of right-wing. morals

why it is not.

If a Labour government follows the
present anti-gay ‘consensus’ perpetra-
ted by the media, the cost to the ‘out’

it was an act of war in the battle which
Irish republicans are fighting against
partition and the British military pres-
ence in Ireland — the defendants had
to suffer exceptional punishment even
before conviction.

The Irish Prisoners’ Appeal, set up
to support the defendants, is asking for
letters to be sent to them: ;

Gerry McDonnell B75882 and Peter
Sherry B75880 are both in HM Prison,
Parkhurst, Isle of Wight, Hamps.

Gay Prid

gay community and the millions of
‘closeted’ gays will be tremendous.
When the moralist bigots gain the
upper hand there is no stopping them.

In Queensland, Australia, the right
wing government has introduced a new
law banning the sale of alcohol in bars
to ‘‘drug pushers, sexual perverts or
deviants and child molesters”’. Police
Minister Glasson is determined to
eradicate the ‘gay menace’ which
threatens to engulf the pure and goodly
people of Queensland.

Commenting on the new legislation,
Glasson said: "'If they (gays) come out
in public and exhibit their trends I will
not condone it. Even dogs don’t go on
that way. If vou go to Sydney and look
at the homosexuals and lesbians, it
would make you sick.”’

Put in such a situation the gay com-
munity has two options — to move out,
or to fight. ;

In the past, the gay community
has fought, erupting with anger and
violence, often taking the social moral-
ists and the labour movement by com-
plete surprise. If a Labour government
turns its back on lesbians and gay men
it will find itself the victim of this anger
as it will find itself the victim of black
anger if it fails to take up the demands
of the black community.

Becamse of Labowr's
en themmsedves outside and apart
rgzmised labour movement,

force governments, whether Labour
r not, 10 act on their demands.

This strategy is understandable, but,
by its very nature sidesteps the organ-
ised movements of the people whose

attitudes they seek to change. Most of

Pat Magee B75881 is in HM Prison
Leicester, Wellford Rd., Leicester
LE2 THA.

Ella O'Dwyer D25135 and Martina
Anderson D25134 are - at HMP
Durham, Old Elvet, Durham.

Republicans are also campaigning
against strip searches in Maghaberry
omen's Prison, Northern Ireland,

and Portlaoise prison in southern Ire-
land.

the working class is homophobic in as :
much as it not only fears but does not :
understand gay people. But as the :
miners’ strike showed, people can :
change their views if ‘out’ lesbians and :
gay men are seen to be part and parcel :

of workers’ universal struggles agains
the ravages of capitalism.

The anti-gay ideas built in to society
through years of bourgeois indoctrina
tion can be driven out like all other
bourgeois ideas, if lesbian and gay
workers and their supporters confront
those ideas within their own labour
organisations, whilst not being de-

~ tracted from the central task of build-

ing a mass working class movement
that can achieve socialism.

To enable this challenging of ideas it
is vital for the left to take lesbian and
gay rights very seriously in the lead up
to the next conference and onto the
next election. The issues must be
raised now in every trade union or con-
stituency where there are people who
support us.

A bill on gay rights has been drawn
up recently by LCLGR and can be used
to introduce discussion. More immed-
1ately, ensure that your delegate to
conference has a mandate to support
the LCLGR motion which hopefully will
be discussed. We want a two-thirds
mmitment to ensure that we are not
wt of the election manifesto.

LCLGR

Finally, to keep in touch with what is
going on, join LCLGR — ‘straight’
comrades particularly welcome.

*For copies of the Gay Rights Bill for
discussion, mode] resolutions,
speakers, etc., contact Tobie Glenny

(LCLGR secretary) 119 Riversdale Rd.,

London N5 25U, tel: 01-226 1097. -
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for

fight

By Jim Denham

. The campaign to reinstate Kevin
: Scally and Amir Khan to the
: Labour Party received a tremen-
. dous boost last week.

The General Committee of Birming-

: ham Sparkbrook Labour Party, which
. expelled the two left-wingers in Nov-
: ember 1985, reversed its position and
. voted by 16 to 9 for their reinstate-
. ment. The vote was on an amendment
: to an Annual Conference resolution
: from another Birmingham constitu-
: ency, which “calls upon’’ the National

Executive to reinstate the two.

Sparkbrook voted to back an amend-
ment which substitutes the word
“instructs’’, thus strengthening the
resolution. The NEC rejected Scally
and Khan's appeals by 13 votes to 12 at
its June meeting.

This latest twist in the bizarre saga
of the Sparkbrook witch-hunt will have
come as a nasty shock to Deputy
Leader (and Sparkbrook MP) Roy
Hattersley. It was his local supporters
who initiated the expulsions, charging
Scally and Khan with “‘bringing the
Party into disrepute.’’

Scally had appeared on a television
programme  alleging membership
irregularities in the constituency, and
Khan had organised a meeting to dis-
cuss setting up a Black Section in
Sparkbrook.

Unions

Kevin Secally told SO: *‘The crucial
matter now is to secure trade union
support for our reinstatement at the
Annual Conference. NUPE and TASS
seem fairly sure to back us, and I
imagine that the AEU and the Electri-
cians will oppose us.

*'The TGWU could be decisive: their
representative on the NEC backed us
in June, but | understand pressure has
since been brought to bear on him to
distance himself from our campaign.”

“I'm hoping that rank and file
TGWU members will mandate their
delegation to support our reinstate-
ment at the Conference.”’

But the Sparkbrook witch-hunters
have lost no time in hitting back, using
characteristically dishonest methods.
An article in Thursday’s Guardian,
obviously ‘“‘fed’’ to the paper by the
right wing, claimed that the vote to
support Scally and Khan was taken at
"‘an ill-attended meeting of the execu-
tive committee’’, and quoted CLP chair
Elizabeth Keene as saying the decision
was out of order because ‘‘you cannot
reverse the GC decision last November
without giving 14 days notice and cir-
culating every GC member”’.

This is nonsense: the vote was taken
at a special GC meeting constitution-
ally called at the regular GC meeting
two weeks previously; written notices
of the special meeting (to discuss
amendments to conference resolutions)
were sent to all GC members; even if a
rule did exist preventing the reversal of
a GC decision within a three or six
month period (as in some GCs), it
would still make no difference, as the
original expulsion vote took place eight
.months ago.

But it all goes to show that Roy
Hattersley's: supporters will fight all
the way. and fight dirty.

Hatt_ersjey
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AT 3pm on Monday 3 May
1937, three lorry loads of
Assault Guards, led by the
Stalinist Rodriguez Sala,
attempted to occupy the
telephone exchange in Bar-
celona.

Fighting broke out. By
evening, barricades had
been set up and Barcelona
was in the hands of the
masses.

POUM

Thus the Spanish Stalinists and the
most revolutionary workers in Spain,
led by anarcho-syndicalists and
members of the far-left POUM, con-
fronted each other — from opposite
sides of the barricades.

The POUM, as | explained last week,
was not a consistent revolutionary
party. It was formed by a fusion of
the Workers’ and Peasants’ Bloc, led,
by Joaquin Maurin, a former Stalinist,
and the Communist Left led by Andres
Nin and Juan Andrade.

The programme of the POUM owed
more to Maurin than to the ex-Trotsky-
ists. And Maurin’s politics were
moulded by the Stalinism of the mid-
1920s: a strategy of building a ‘worker-
peasant bloc’ along the lines of Com-
munist policy in China.

In China, this policy led to a terrible
defeat. As early as 1931, Trotsky warn-
ed against Maurin’s strategy: ‘‘The
ideas and methods which the [Trotsky-
ists] fought implacably [in China] find
their most disastrous expression in the
Maurin programme’".

The POUM participated in the elec-
tion pact of 1936, only renouncing the
coalition after the elections. As late as
July 17 — hours before Franco’s revolt
— POUM were calling for an ‘authen-
tic government of the Popular Front’.

W

Anarchist militants slaughtere

The POUM failed to challenge the
anarcho-syndicalists for the leadership
of the working class in Catalonia.
Instead of working inside the CNT,
POUM militants went into the far
smaller UGT. They failed to challenge
the anarcho-syndicalist theories put
forward by the CNT.

Internationally, the POUM allied
itself with groups like the British ILP,
turning its back on the smali forces
represented by Trotskyism.

Nevertheless, the POUM grew
rapidly. Numbering 8000 at the begin-
ning of the civil war, it quadrupled
in size in the first few months. 10,000
militia-men fought under its banner.

POUM and the anarchists represen-
ted a major threat to the influence of
the Spanish Communist Party. The
Stalinists had a simple solution:
murder.

In Moscow the remnants of Lenin’s
and Trotsky's Bolshevik party were be-
ing purged and murdered in the infam-
ous Moscow Trials. And Pravda sign-
alled that the purge should not abate
outside ot the USSR itself. “In Cata-
lonia the elimination of Trotskyists and
Anarcho-Syndicalists has  already
begun; it will be carried out with the
same energy as in the USSR‘. In
Moscow, oppositionists were shot; so
too in Catalonia.

The Executive Committee of the
Communist International declared that
‘one of the most important prerequi-
sites for victory over the fascist
murderers and vandals’ was ‘the com-
plete extermination of the Trotskyist
POUM gang’.

All this was to come to a head in Bar-
celona in May 1937. Last week | descri-
bed how, in response to Franco's
uprising, the workers took control of
the Catalonian streets.

The Telefonica, the main telephone
building in Barcelona, had been occu-
pied by the workers in July 1936, and
run by a workers’' committee of CNT
and UGT militants. So when Rodriguez
Sala launched his attack on 3 May
1937, the workers took up the defence

b

d by Stalinists

A republican militia

of the telephone exchanged as a
symbol of their struggle.

The CNT and the POUM were
afraid of the prospect of power looming
before them. There and then, they
could have declared a revolutionary
workers’ government in Barcelona.
The CNT leaders were later to repeat
that had they wished to take power,
they could have done so.

They did not wish to take power;
neither did the POUM leaders. They
argued that a workers’ government in
Barcelona would have been cut off
from the rest of the country and inevi-
tably gone down to defeat.

Of course there were no guaran-
tees of victory. But a serious bid for
power in Barcelona in May 1937 might
have tipped the scales in the workers’
favour. As an example of audacity and
will to win, it could have spurred on
the revolution elsewhere and led to
Franco's defeat.

In the event, by 1939 the workers
were exhausted and Franco
triumphant.

Disgust

However, if the anarchists and the
POUM can be criticised for failure of
nerve faced with a revolutionary situa-
tion, the Stalinists deserve only our
disgust and deepest contempt. The
Stalinists, literally, went in for the kill.

As the workers were disarmed, the
Stalinists led a murderous witch-hunt
against their political opponents,
rounding up POUMists, anarchists,
working-class militants, and putting
bullets through the backs of their
heads.

A veteran militant, Harry Milton —
who appears in George Orwell’s book
as ‘the American’ — remem-
bers the days following the defeat of
the Barcelona workers.

"“Scores and scores of revolutionists
were arrested and killed. The Com-
munist Party, which controlled the
police force, was concocting a giant
frame-up... | anticipated | would be
killed. All the Trotskyists, Anarch-
ists and POUMlists were being killed’".

(Socialist Action/US, July 1986).

It was the culmination of the Stalin-
ists’ counter-revolutionary policy. Out-
side of Catalonia, every POUM paper
had been closed down. “Trotsky-fascist
spies’, ‘mad dogs’, ‘wreckers’, were
rooted out. After June 1937, the Stalin-
ists succeeded in wiping out thef
POUM. Its leaders were murdered.
POUM itself was banned, having
already been expelled from the Cata-

" the POUM, vacillat

lonian governmen
September 1936.

The weakness ¢
anarchist leaders ¢
fate. The CNT lead

ed for calm. But t
ists was that of poli

Condemning the
class as a ‘fifth ¢
they set about, as
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‘exterminating’ its militants.

In this they were acting as agwnts
of the Popular Front government, led
since the previous September by the
revolutionary-talking Socialist Party
leader Largo Caballero.

This is the real legacy of the Popular
Front that the so-called Communist
Parties want us to celebrate fifty years
on. The Popular Front government pit-
ted itself against the revolutionary

actions ot the workers; and in securing
the defeat of the Barcelona workers
they paved the way for Franco’s
victory.

The war dragged on until the sur-
render of Barcelona in January 1939.
In February, while a third of Spain
was still under the waning control of
Republican forces, Franco was recog-
nised by Britain and France. In March,
hostilities ceased.

Namibia: the
forgotten colony

By Frances Kelly
(Namibia Support
Committee)

Every night the map of South Africa
appears on our screens, but Namibia,
just to South Africa’s North and West,
is seldom mentioned.

The former German colony is now
ruled by South Africa and its 1.5
million people are subject to one of the
most intense military occupations in
the world. 100,000 South African-
controlled troops and the “COIN"

- (Koevoet) death squads maintain a

regime of extreme terror against the
local population. Arrests, detention,
‘disappearances’ and murder are daily
occurences there,

Despite the intimidation and oppres-
sion the Namibian people, led by
SWAPO, (South West Africa People’s
Organisation) actively oppose South
African rule, both through political
mobilisation and armed struggle. Its
occupation condemned by the United
Nations and the International Court of
Justice, South Africa is waging a brutal
war in north Namibia where a state of
emergency has existed since the 1970s.

Families are  massacred as
‘examples’ — or because they've
refused to give a woman to the
soldiers; people are beaten to death —
or roasted on their fires; once in deten-
tion, beatings and electric shocks are
commonplace — and if a death comes
to light, ‘‘the prisoner committed
suicide.”" - '

The war drains the regime of an esti-
mated $450,000 every day. South
Africa couldn’t sustain this loss with-
out a little help from their friends,
among the closest of which are the
eight UK-registered companies which
dominate the Namibian economy. The
most famous of these companies are:

RTZ’s Rossing Uranium Limited
which supplies its deadly product to
several Western countries, and in
1984-5 made £26.5 million profit out of
it;

CDM, which mines diamonds for the
London market;

Barclays Bank, which makes special
facilities available for the South
African Defence Force's ‘‘boys on the
border’’. All of these pay for the occu-
pation by their taxes — and they also
do useful bits of propaganda work for
the South African regime abrqad as’a,
sideline. i

On the political front South Africa’s
close friends include, predictably,
Reagan, who insists on linking freedom
for Namibia with the withdrawal of
Cuban troops from Angola. It is worth
noting that the recent vote for ‘“Contra
dollars” was preceded by overt milit-
ary aid for UNITA, the South African-
trained and backed force fighting
SWAPQ's allies, the Angolan govern-
ment.

Repeatedly the South African
government has tried to concoct an
internal settlement which would create
an internationally acceptable ‘‘inde-
pendent'’ government. They have fois-
ted a succession of puppet assemblies
on the Namibian people. While Reagan
and Thatcher would dearly love to
recognise such an assembly, the clear
lack of credibility within Namibia has

ruled this out.

At the end of April a conference of 16
organisations meeting in Windhoek,
Namibia's capital, rejected the latest
South African attempt and called for
free and fair elections in a courageous
public declaratio (Ai-Gams Declara-
tion).

Labour Party activists won't be sur-
prised at the attitude of Reagan and
Thatcher. They may be surprised at
Labour's record in government.

In the eariy 1970s the Labour Party
promised to conform to international
law and seek an end to the South
African occupation of Namibia and to
end the contracts, treaties and agree-
ments which implied recognition of
South Africa’s occupation. It promised
also to supply financial aid to the liber-
ation movements, including SWAPO
of Namibia.

What did Labour do in government?
In 1968 the Labcur *government
approved the contract between RTZ
and the UK Atomic Energy Authority
for Namibian Uranium — which made
the development of the mine possible.
Despite later promises to terminate the
contract, Labour governmgnts'did not
do so.

Embargo

Labour governments first opposed
the UN arms embargo against South
Africa, and, even after it agreed to
comply, allowed various sales to take
place. Evenafter thie UN Decree No. 1,
which banned the exploitation of
Namibia's natural resources, the Wil-
son and Callaghan governments con-
tinued to allow Namibian fish, Karakul
pelts, diamonds and uranium and other
rare minerals to be imported.

They vetoed UN resolutions calling
for sanctions against South Africa’s
military build-up in Namibia, and the
last Labour government worked with
Kissinger to draw up a pro-imperialist
plan for Namibian independence.

Solidarity is needed — urgently.
*The war is causing a large number of
Namibians to flee the country to take
refuge in Angola. Support the NSC’s
material aid campaigns for medical
kits, mosquito nets, sanitary towels
and for a landrover.

*Be.ause it was never ‘‘our’’ colony,
Namibia seldom appears on the news:
press the media to cover events in

. Namibia.

* Campaign for sanctions. Much of
Rossing’s uranium is processed in
Britain.

There is little manufacturing indust-
ry in Namibia, but Plessey, BP, Shell
and Marconi are all involved in the sale
of technology, fuel and equipment to
the South African military.

* Labour Party activists should
demand that the next Labour govern-
ment act to end all links with South
Africa’s occupation, imposes sanctions

-and pays compensation to SWAPO for

the plundered resources illegally

imported into Britain,

The Namibia Support Committee is
an anti-imperialist, anti-racist solidar-
ity campaign. Contact it for further
information at PO Box 16, London
NW52LW.

More
on
South

Africa

Workers’ Liberty special
on South Africa: 75p plus
18p postage from SO, PO
Box 823, London SE15
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““and TURC.

“ jonal

SNOTTS NUM  MINE-
““WORKERS GALA. Assem-
‘ble 10.30 am, Mansfield

= Leisure Centre, Chesterfield
“* Road, Mansfield, to march to
“ West Notts College of Furth-

““include Mick McGahey and

-f; BER, Campaign Group News
= rally,

WE NEED A LIVELY CAMPAIGNING YS

—Somallsm Speakers include

ctivists’
DIAR

= day school on ‘The Apartheid
= Connection — West Mid-
“lands companies in South
= Africa’. 1.45-5pm, at TURC,
= Victoria Works, Frederick
= St, Birmingham B1 3HE. Tel
= 021-236 8323. Organised by
= South  Africa Monitoring
= Services in conjunction with
= Birmingham Trades Council

“ SUNDAY 31 AUGUST. Nat-
: Justice for Mine-
workers TUC Fringe Meet-
Speakers: Arthur Scar-
Billy Etherington, Eric
Clarke. 6.30 p.m. Queens
Hotel, Brighton.

“SATURDAY 6 SEPTEMBER

er Education. Speakers

: Dennis Skinner.

= THURSDAY 11 SEPTEM-

‘Campaigning for

W

Tony Benn, Eric Heffer, Joan
Maynard, Eddie Newman.
7.30pm, Free Trade Hall,
Peter St., Manchester.

. I Socilist Organiser

“ FRIDAY 22 AUGUST. Half-

meetings
NORTHAMPTON. Thursday

4 September. ‘Where We
Stand’. 7.30 p.m. North-
ampton Centre Against
Unemployment, 3-7 Hazel-
wood Road.

PETERLEE. Tuesday 23
September. Speaker: John

Bloxam. 7.30 p.m. Eden
Lane Community Centre.

The current witch-hunting
attacks on the Labour Party
Young Socialists are not
being adequately met by
the YS’s Militant leader-
ship.

The most draconian proposal,
made recently by Labour’s
Youth Sub-committee — lower-
ing the YS age limit from 26 to
21 — will simply behead the
LPYS.

Militant is only making low-
key propaganda and passing
motions which do little more
than register disagreement with
the sub-committee. That is not
gomg to stop the right wing from
swinging the axe.

Neil Kinnock and Tom Sawyer
seem to be looking to the 1987
Labour Party conference to tread
all over the LPYS. Meanwhile
branches will continue to be
harassed, closed down and have
members expelled by witch-

UND

ighting

£300 Barbecue

From Cardiff, Geoff Williams
reports that he hopes to raise
£300 for our fund from a barbe-
cue being held next weekend,
23-24th. It is being run jointly by
SO and Labour Briefing, with

the proceeds split between the
two groups.
Other  forthcoming fund

events include a trivia quiz to be

JARROW B86. March from
Jarrow to London (Trafalgar
Sq), October 5 to November
g Contact:
Jarrow 86, The Electric Press
Factory, 39 Cookridge St.,
Leeds Ls13DW.

NATIONAL JUSTICE FOR
MINEWORKERS
CAMPAIGN

The South-East Region
Steering Committee has just
opened a London Office,
where sacked miners will be
based for campaigns, meet-
ings, etc. The office is at
Hammersmith Unemployed
Centre, 190 Shepherds Bush
Road, London W6. Tel: 01-
603 1831.

STAND

Socialist Organiser stands for workers’ ||berty East and
West. We aim to help organise the left wing in the Labour
Party and trade unions to fight to replace capitalism with

working class socialism.
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run by North London SO — now
rescheduled from 30 August into
September.

hunting Labour Parties, some
times aided by regional officials.

The YS leadership will not act,
so we must — with a campaign
which publicises and organises
within unions and Labour
Parties with the intention of
defving the right wing.

The left in the LPYS, Youth
Fightback, have begun a cam-
paign to ‘‘Defend the LPYS". It
is providing leaflets, model
motions, speakers and a bulle-
tin. We also provide an answer
for those witch-hunters whose
cover is that they are merely
supporting proposals that will
reform the LPYS.

We understand very well that
the LPYS needs transforming. It
is currently stale, small and
undemocratic, and we suffer
because of it.

So. yes, the YS needs reform
but, thanks very much, we will
do it ourselves. Hands off!

The total so far stands at
£12,527.31, or 84% of our
£15,000 target. Thanks this
week to Jean Lane, £5; Christine
Priestley, £10; Andrew Garms,
£5; John Hogan, £12; other
readers, 90p.

Send donations to PO Box
823, SE154NA.

We want public ownership of the major enterprises and
a planned economy under workers control. We want demo-
cracy much fuller than the present Westminster system __
aworkers’ democracy, with elected representatives recall-
able at any time, and an end to bureaucrats’ and manag-

ers’ privileges.

Socialism can never be built in one country alone. The
workers in every country have more in common with
workers in other countries than with their own capitalist
or Stalinist rulers. We support national liberation strugg-
les and workers’ struggles world-wide, including the
struggle of workers and oppressed nationalities in the Stal-

We stand:

gration controls.

capitalism.

inist states against their anti-socialist bureaucracies.

For full equality for women, and social provision to free
women from the burden of housework. For a mass working
class based women’s movement.

Against racism, and against deportations and all immi-

For equality for lesbians and gays.

For a free and united Ireland, with some federal system
to protect the rights of the Protestant minority.

For left unity in action; clarity in debate and discussion.

For a labour movement accessible to the most oppres-
sed, accountable to its rank and file, and militant against

We want Labour Party and trade union members who
support our basic ideas to become supporters of the paper
— to take a bundle of papers to sell each week and pay a
small financial contribution to help meet the paper’s
deficit. Our policy is democratically controlied by our
supporters through Annual General Meetings and an elec-
ted National Editorial Board.

CIENCE

The history of the Namibian
uranium contract is a
scandal for the British
labour movement. The con-
tract to supply the CEGB
was signed under the 1966
Labour government and the
1974 government refused to
cancel it, despite Labour
Party policy. As a result,
nuclear power in Britain
has been subsidised by the
cheap labour of Namibian
workers in the giant
Rossing mine, run by RTZ.
As might be expected, the
health of the workers has
not been made a high prior-
ity, as is made clear in ‘*A
Contract to Kill”’, a pam-
phlet from CANUCH*,

to be published soon.

illegally occupied by South Africa.

The danger comes from uranium, a
mildly radioactive substance, and its
decay products, many of which are
more radioactive and more easily
absorbed.

At Rossing, 15,000 tonnes of
uranium-bearing granite are moved
from an open pit each week, using
dynamite, bulldozers and mechanical
shovels. This produces a vast amount
of dust, made worse by the dryness of
the region (the Namib desert) and the
perpetual winds.

The radioactive gas, radon, which
usually seeps slowly out of the ground
causing part of the natural “‘back-
grmmd radiation, is released in large|
quantities. Its pnmcular danger is that
it passes through masks as freely as

‘Milled’

The ore is then ““milled™. It is dry-
crushed, producing more dust, mixed
with water and ground into sand. The
uranium is dissolved out with sulphuric
acid and the solution is purified and
concentrated. Ammonia is added to
separate the uranium as the salt
ammonium diuranate. This is roasted
to leave '‘vellow-cake'', 85% pure
uranium oxide. Yellow-cake is 75%
uranium by weight, but only 0.5% is
uranium-233, the fuel for reactors and
bombs.

Throughout the mmmg and purifica-
tion process there is a risk of breathing
dust and radon. Dust and splashes of
chemicals can also get on the skin and
may be eaten with food.

cancer as well as a risk of cataracts,
cancers of the skin, bone and repro-
ductive organs, premature ageing and
genetic damage (leading to deformed
|children). As the International Atomic
Energy Agency has said, uranium is
an industry in which the number of
deaths attributable to radiation far
exceeds that in all other parts of the
nuclear industry put together."’
Protection for black and coloured
workers at Rossing was orginally non-
existent though white workers had
regular check-ups, hospitals, efc.
Strikes in 1976 and 1979 raised the
health question as well as food and
wages. These were savagely repressed
but, nevertheless, RTZ . decided to
clean up its act, encouraged by a desire
to survive Namibian independence.
Soon, it could be boasted (?) by the

Les Hearn’s

The result is a high risk of lung

COLUMN

Theprice
of RTZ
uranium

general manager that Rossing had
gone from being the worst mine in
Affrica to being the best. The competi-
tion wasn't too hot, though — some
600 miners die each year in the South
African goldmines.

So what had changed? There is now
a clinic for black workers and their
families at nearby Arandis (regularly
dusted with wuranium ore!). Racist
attitudes persist, though, The Chief
Medical Officer at the mine was keen
to study the effects of inhaled dusts
and gases on the different ethnic
groups among the workers.

On the job protection consists of
masks, primitive, uncomfortable and
often not worn, and dust suppres-
sion by sprinkling water, in short
supply in the desert. Only during the
later stages of purification are protec-
tive clothing and breathing apparatus
issued.

Monitoring
Since 1479, Rossing. has also begun
monitoring radiation levels and

workers’ health. These are welcome
developments but there are serious
shortcomings. One medical expert
there always blames lung problems on
smoking, ignoring the fact that it is the
combination of smoking with radiation
that is really dangerous.

Regular X-rays are given, though for
what reason is not clear. X-rays add to
the overall radiation exposure of the
workers so should only be given for
specific reasons. Urine tests are also
given regularly, though analyses have
been shown to be faulty. The film
badges worn to measure radiation
exposure are virtually useless for
detecting the type of rays produced by
uranium.

Though  most  radiation-linked
diseases take years to show up, there is
no pretence even at long-term follow-
ups of former employees.

The vast amounts of waste produced
by the mine represent a long-term
threat to the environment and its
inhabitants. *‘Tailings'’ accumulate at
80,000 cubic metres per day. Liquid
tailings are pumped into an artificial
lake pent up by a dam made of tried
trailings, blocking the valleys into the
Khan river.

Now, most uranium has a half-life of
4'% billion years (i.e. half of it is left
after 41 billion years, a quarter after 9
billion years, etc). Many of its decay

products have half lives ranging from
‘rhousands to hundreds of thousands of
years. This waste should therefore be
kept from the environment for many
thousands of years, at least, but the
tailings dam can’t even protect the
environment for one year!

The east wind constantly erodes the
dam walls and blows radioactive dust
up to 100 km away. Attempts to damp
down the dust are doomed because of
the water shortage. There are several
ways in which radioactivity can seep
into the ground water or into the river,
thus reaching drinking water supplies.
Pollution has been detected in the
Khan river, One product of uranium
decay is radium, which is very soluble
and, once in the body, accumulates in
the bones, causing cancer and
leukaemia.

The rate of cancer deaths in Namiba
is twice that of South Africa. rossing
must be responsible for at least some
of the excess.

In a future article 1 will consider the
response of British trade unions to the
rossing scandal. SO readers should see
that Namibia is raised during discus-
sions on sanctions and South African
solidarity and that Namibian uranium
is raised in debates on nuclear power
and nuclear weapons.

*Campaign Against the Nar-loian
Uranium Contract, PO Box 16, London
NWS 2LW,



:I;he
English
in ltaly |

~ Belinda Weaver reviews ‘A Room Witha
™ View’, now showing in London.

‘A ROOM with a View’, set in
Florence and England‘in 1907, is
based on the premise that Italy is
a liberating experience for, class-
and propriety-ridden Britons:

The travelling British middle class
went to Italy to soak up culture — to
revel in the paintings, architecture
and sculpture of Florence, Rome and
the other Italian cities celebrated by
poets.

But, as the film-makers try to show,
naked statues, the crumbling beauty of
the architecture, the hot climate and
the passionate and violent example of
the Italians also have an effect — in
Italy, the repressed Briton discovers
sensuality.

The Italians in the film are all stereo-
typed as brimful with passion, whether
for lovemaking or fighting. The Engl-
ish, on the other hand, are mostly
proper and repressed on the outside.
Two characters, Charlotte and Miss
Lavish, do enjoy scandal, but they are
carefulto talk in hushed tones.

At the lodging house where the Eng-
lish stay, Mr. Emerson and his son,”
George, though English, are except-
ions — they’re freethinkers, not bound
by convention.

George is a personification of the
emotional, natural, sensual, life-

THE STORY of Joe Columbo, the
Mafia boss who briefly turned
ethnic politician, is one of the
most frightening stories I’ve
come across in guite a while.
Instructive, too.

Vietnam

It was told in the series ‘Crime Inc'
which Channel 4 is re-showing.

Perhaps significantly, the year was
1970, and in the USA there was a huge
anti-Vietnam-war movement. The USA
had also experienced the black civil
rights movement and the black ghette
uprisings. It was a highly politi®l
period in American history.

So when the gangster Joe Columbo
felt the pursuing FBI breathing down

" his neck, he reacted ‘politically’. He
. started the
% Rights League' (IACRL) to campaign
* against the FBI's ‘harassment’ of Ital-

‘Italian-American Civil

ian-Americans!

The message was simple and clear-
cut, the lie big and direct. According to
the IACRL, there was no such thing as

. the Mafia. That was just a myth put
 about by a racist police force less
. concerned with justice or with fight-

. ing real criminals than with self-public-

ty. The FBI had invented the Mafia

: and thus stigmatised and smeared the
. entire Italian-American community.

The Mafia myth was a burden and an

. affliction for every Italian-American,
© and it was time to fight back, said Joe

Howr

affirming man. (He reads Byron.)

Lucy Honeychurch, a conventional
English girl, meets George at the lodg-
ing house. He is attracted, but she re-
buffs him until he kisses her in a field.
Lucy begins to respond, but is quickly
dragged back to England by her comp-
anion, Charlotte, who thinks the Emer-
sons are of the wrong class.

England’s influence reasserts itself,
and Lucy becomes engaged to a prig,
Cecil Vyse, the epitome of sexlessness.

However, Lucy has been awakened
by her experiences in Italy, and after
George reappears on the scene, she re-
jects Cecil in favour of George.

In this, she is finally encouraged by
Charlotte, who had an ‘adventure’ in
her youth, and who too has been influ-
enced by ltaly.

The film is based on the novel A
Room with a View by E.M.Forster, a
prominent English novelist writing ear-
lier this century, whose books exam-
ined the manners of English upper
middle class society with gentle irony.

The film has kept these gentle touch-
es of irony and humour, and never slips
into parody or the overacting all too
common in costume dramas transferr-
ed to the screen.

The film is a visual treat. Even if you
disagree with the film's premise, the
film, especially Florence, is pretty
good to look at on a wet London after-
noon,

evolt

Columbo. Thus the Italian-American
Civil Rights League was born with Joe
Columbo as its leading personality. It
slotted easily into the American system
of ethnic politics, and it mushroomed
into a powerful movement able to get
tens of thousands to demonstra{e on
the streets.

They boldly picketed the FBI, de-
manding that it stop victimising and
persecuting good Italian-Americans
like Joe Columbo. They ‘demanded
more public recognition that #t was an
Italian who first discovered America
for Europe, Christopher Columbus.
The image of the Italian-American had
to be changed.

Earner

Politicians, judges, entertainers,
flocked to ‘get a piece of the Columbo’s
action’. At $10 per member, the Italian
American Civil Rights League became
a nice little earner for Joe Colum-
be and his Mafia friends.

The IACRL was a political force for
about a year, and then one day in
1971, just as Joe Columbo was
starting to speak to a big audience
of thousands of demonstrating Italian-
Americans, someone shot him in the
head, blowing part of his brain away.
The gunman was immediately killed by
Columbo’s bodyguards. ;

You see, the other Mafiosi hadn’t
had Columbo's faith in the power of the
big bold lie to protect them.
Columbo had broken their traditional

on the f

By Mick Ackersley

Tracy Williams will be back next week.

code of background of anonymity,
background manipulation, and as little
publicity as possible. They thought
Columbo’s political operation would
only get the FBI to turn the heat on
them. So they had him shot.

Faked

They didn't quite kill him outright:
he survived for seven vears, incapaci-
tated. What they did kill was the Italian
American Civil Rights League.

This story illustrates the ease with
which politics can be faked and wvast
numbers of people fooled and led by
their noses — the power of pseudo-
political demagogy to drum up unreas-
oning movements around real griev-
ances.

o

Marx said truly that ideas become a
material force when they grip the
masses. A big problem for socialists is
that all sorts of ideas can grip the
Masses.

There are no political or ideological
vacuums: it has to be either the ideas
of the ruling class or the ideas of
Marxism that prevail.

Corrupted

More than that: the emotion of rebel-
lion and resentment can be hooked
to many different ideas about the world
in general — about what's wrong with
it and what needs to be done about it.

Democratic political processes are
routinely corrupted and perverted, not
only by ruling-class political machines,
but also by radical and pseudo-radical
demagogues. Wasn't that what fasc-
ism — with its pretend anti-capitalism
and its vicious scapegoating of Jews
and others — was all about: focusing
the resentment of poor people on
nationalist and racist myths, and thus
binding them to the status quo by
way of mysticism and irrational leader
cults.

One thing the Joe Columbo episode
shows is the way that the expansion
of democracy has separated the tech-
niques of mass agitation and organisa-
tion from any necessary connection
with serious politics or sincerely held
ideas. This deadly decadence of poli-
tics is nowhere more plain than in
America, where politics is to a serious

i s

cy Honeychurch [Helena Bonham-Carter]

canbe corrupted

extent a branch of showbiz.

When he was accused back in 1€
of exaggerating the power of social
ideas to shape events, Lenin repli
that the difference between the Chri
ian trade unions of Italy and a cli:
conscious trade union movement w
that in Italy the workers’ instincti
drive to combine together had be
corrupted and taken over by ‘the e
sciousness of priests’. The same inst
ctive drive could produce a fight
class movement given ‘the conscio
ness of Marxists’. The decisive thing
the battle to make ‘the consciousns
of Marxists" central to the lab«
movement and to movements of the
— like many of the Italian-Americs
who rallied to Columbo’s fake Leag
— who feel themselves to
oppressed.

Lenin

_The other examples of Lenin’s pr

ciple are very numerous. One is 1
Irish Republican movement. If the
had been a sizeable Marxist movems
in Ireland in the '60s, the conscios
ness of traditional physical-force Re
ublicans would not have dominat
and shaped the Catholic revolt, a
that revolt would not have enter
the blind alley it is now trapped in.
_ The existence and activity of a soci
ist group can make all the differen
The creation and maintenance of su
a foree is the decisive qus
tion for serious socialists.
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OF MARXISM

By Martin Thomas -

D . did Marx analyse exploita-
““The pivot on which a clear
prehension of Political Econ-
y turns’’, he said, is the two-
d character of labour in capital-
society. Labour is both specific
seful labour — producing partic-
ar useful things — and general
pstract social labour — the mere
penditure of a certain quantity of
ial-average labour power. And
fhat the worker sells to the
jpitalist is not labour but labour
er.
Labour power — the worker’'s
jpacity to work — is sold just like
wy other commeodity. lts value is
stermined bv the
bodied in producing it: that is,

mes to keep him or herself fit for
ork. But something special
sppens when the capitalist uses
his commodity, labour power,
ich he has bought.

When someone consumes the
pod they have bought, or wears
othes they have bought, the com-

at. But when the capitalist ‘con-
es’ the workers' labour power,
value is created. That value is
ore than the value of labour

CITROEN: 2débrayages

“No to Citroen

2 strikes’’. From France 1968.

speed-up:

swer — and the difference is the
purce of the capitalists’ profits.

The 1400 pages of volumes 2 and
of ‘Capital’ are largely devoted to

owing how surplus value ends

p partly in the form of rent, partly
aterest, partly merchants’ profits,

d only partly as industrial

ofits. But basically ail these are
=rived from the surplus value
reated in production.

The fact-that the worker requires

everyday living goods of a total
lue representing perhaps four
surs of average labour-time does
ot stop the capitalist making
= worker work eight hours a day.
| those eight hours appear to be

aid labour; but four hours are.in a

se unpaid labour.

Thus capitalist exploitation is
ot cheating. It is perfectly fair and

osgical — according to the capital-
standards of buying and
lling.
However, when we say that the
zlue of labour power is determin-
3 by the quantity of goods needed
o keep the worker at an average
sinimum standard of living, it
ains a fact that this average
sinimum standard of living is not
ixed but can be pushed up or
gown by the class struggle.

“The number and extent of (the
arker’s) necessary wants, as also
= modes of satisfying them, are
alves the product of historic
=velopment...In contradistinction
srefore to the case of other com-
odities, there enters into the
stermination of the value of
bour power a historical and moral
ement.””

Or as Engels put it: “"The laws
| lating wages are in no sense
ron

efastic

r
1S

labour time =

labour-time required for the ' .
arious means of subsistence and
joyment which the worker con- :

odities are used up and that is :

but - on - the. contrary. .very

By Edward Ellis

IN THE centre pages this week,
we look at the appalling role
played by the so-called Commun-
ist Party in Spain, in 1936-37.
Part of the background to their
behaviour in Spain was the
events in the USSR at that time.

A series of dramatic ‘trials’ were tak-

ing place, in which former leaders of
the Russian Communist Party ‘confess-
ed to terrible crimes, and were shot.
The most prominent charge was that of
being ‘Trotsky-fascists’ — that is,
agents simultaneously of Hitler and of
Leon Trotsky.
“:  Trotsky was one of the leaders of the
= Russian Revolution in 1917. Born Lev
= Davidovich Bronstein, he was won over
to revolutionary Marxism at the end of
the last century, and became a major
writer and activist in the Russian soc-
ialist movement.

In 1905, in a revolution against the
brutal regime of the Russian emperor,
the Tsar, the industrial working class
created for the first time ‘soviets’ —
workers’ councils. These were demo-
cratic bodies that represented the
workers of a particular area, and could
have formed a new government. Sov-
iets were to reappear in 1917 when,
with a Communist majority, they did
form a workers’ government.

Trotsky was made president of the
soviet in St. Petersburg in 1905. On the
basis of his experience in that — defea-
ted — revolution, Trotsky developed a
thorough criticism of the main ideas
current among Marxists.

Capitalist

They argued that Russia was so eco-
nomically underdeveloped that a revo-
lution could do no more than sweep
away the old system of rule by the
nobility and the Tsar (emperor), and
lay the basis for modern capitalist
industry.

Many Marxists concluded that the
capitalist class would lead the revolu-
tion. The role of the workers' party was
to urge the capitalists forward while
continuing to defend the workers’
interests.

Lenin argued that the weak Russian
capitalist class — tied to Tsarism,
and afraid of the working class —
would lead no revolution. The revolu-
tion could instead by led by the
. workers in alliance with the peasant-
! ry. It would still be a ‘bourgeois’ revo-
" lution, because the peasantry was a
. ‘bourgeois’ class, owning or aspiring to
. own private property, and the peasants
! massively outnumbered the workers.
. But the workers’ party would fight for
t to. be the most radical, thorough-
. going form of bourgeois revolution.

. Trotsky went further, arguing that
. the peasants could play no independ-
. ent role. They would follow the capi-
: talists or follow the working class. And
. if the working class could win the
. leadership of the peasantry, then the
. anti-Tsarist ‘democratic’ revolution
. would merge with the socialist, work-
: ing-class revolution.

:  Was Russia too underdeveloped for
© this? Yes, taken on its own. But in the
. modern world Russia could not be ‘tak-
. en on its own’. Foreign capital had
already created large-scale modern
industry in Russia alongside the vast
expanses of primitive peasant eco-
nomy. And the Russian workers, tak-
ing power, could hope to link up with
workers in more advanced countries.

This theory, which was borne out
by the revolution of 1917, is called ‘per-
manent revolution’.

Although for many years there was
no love lost between Trotsky and Len-
in, in 1917 Lenin moved towards
Trotsky's ideas on the tasks of the
revolution, and Trotsky joined Lenin’s
party, by then called the Communist
Party.

It was Trotsky who organised the
Communist insurrection in October
1917 (November by our calendar) that
finally put the working class in power.
It was Trotsky, too, who organised the
Red Army to defend the revolution ag-
" ainst Western capitalist military inter-
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MOSCOW TRIALS

Trotsky and Stalin

Workers against Stalinism. Hungary 1956.

vention in support of Russian counter-
revolutionaries.

The Russian revolution did defend
itself successfully. Other revolutionary
movements exploded all across Europe
but were defeated or betrayed — be-
cause parties like Lenin’s had not been
built in time.

The Communist government was
isolated in a terribly poor country,
ravaged by world war and then civil
war. People were starving; workers
were deserting the cities in their thou-
sands in search of food.

In these conditions, the Communist
militants become more and more ab-
sorbed in the tasks of running the
state and, bit by bit, more bureau-
cratic. Old Tsarist bureaucrats put
their stamp on the workers’ state.
From 1923 onwards, Trotsky took up
the fight against this degeneration of
the party and the workers’ state. .

Stalin

. Trotsky was defeated. The emerging
bureaucracy, whose most prominent
representative was Joseph Stalin, was
too strong. The ‘Left Opposition’, as
Trotsky and his comrades were called,
were isolated, and then expelled from
the party. Trotsky was expelled from
the USSR in 1929.

The degeneration of the Russian
Communists also affected the Com-
munist International which they had
founded. The Social Democrats before
1914 had blunted and toned down
Marxist theory delicately, bit by bit.
The Stalinists gutted the ideas of Marx
and Lenin at a hectic pace, putting

. written-to-order goobledegook in the

empty husks in place of the original
content. A terrible corruption befell the
workers’ movement and its basic ideals
of freedom, democracy, equality and
justice.

The Trotskyists were the sharp-
est critics of the absurd policies pur-
sued by the Stalinists in the 1920s and
*30s. On every question, the Trotsky-
ists were proved right. For example,
they were right about the ridiculous
policy of the Stalinists in Germany,
which said that the Social Democrats
were worse than Hitler — and thus
helped Hitler take power and destroy
the labour movement.

They were right that the Popular
Front — the opposite of the earlier
policy and just as bad — would be a
disaster.

They were right to criticise the Stal-
inist theory of ‘socialism in one coun-
try’, arguing like Marx and Lenin that
socialism would have to be an infer-
national system, and that the Stalinist
theory was nationalistic.

The Trotskyists were also right to
say that by the mid 1930s the bureau-

cracy in the USSR, and the Communist
Parties which it dominated, were
beyond all hope of reform. The Trots-
kyists argued that new Marxist parties
needed to be built, as part of a new
(‘Fourth’) international Marxist party
— and that a new revolution was need-
ed in Russia to restore workers' demo-
cracy.

Not only Trotskyists were ‘purged’
in the Moscow Trials of 1936-7; any-
one with any independent thought was
to fall victim. But ‘Trotskyism' was,
in the bureaucrats’ eyes, the most
heinous crime — because it represent-
ed their most deadly enemy, working-
class socialism.

Torture

The Stalinists called the Trotskyists
‘fascist agents' (until Stalin signed a

Trotsky in exile
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pact with Hitler in 1939), and all sorts
of respectable liberals and social-
democrats went along with them. To-
day, even the CPs admit that the ‘con-
fessions' that were got out of the
‘defendants’ in the Moscow Trials
were the result of physical and psycho-
logical torture. Many did not confess,
and died in concentration camps. 4

Returned

In 1940, Trotsky himself was
murdered by a Stalinist agent while in
exile in Mexico.

But the Stalinists could never sup-
press the basic ideas of working-class
socialism championed by Trotsky. In
1953 in East Germany, in 1956 in
Hungary, in 1968 in Czechoslovakia,
and in 1980-1 in Poland, those ideas
have returned to challenge the bureau-

crats.



Durham miners fight back

David Hopper. Photo
Stefano Cagnoni, IFL

On 16-17 August, the Durham
Area NUM Coalfield Council
voted to ballot its 8,200 members
for an immediate overtime ban.
The pithead ballot will take place
over the next three weeks.

The trigger to the decision was
mounting anger over the Coal Board’s
refusal to pay NUM members last
year's pay rise, and the Area Coal
Board's hard-faced attitude to the
NUM. '

72 miners sacked in the 1984/5 strike
remain jobless, and only 12 have been
reinstated. Four Durham pits have
been closed since the strike.

Last week the Coal Board announced
the effective closure of the Seaham sec-
tion of the Vane Tempest/Seaham
complex, and said the case couldn't go
to the modified review procedure.

Their claim was that the 440 Seaham
workers would retain their jobs by
transferring to Vane Tempest, but
miners know that such claims are
fiction. The Board would never accept

the resulting manning levels at Vane -

Tempest.

The transfers are due to start on 15
September.

David Hopper, Durham Area Gener-
al Secretary, explained the background
to the Coalfield Council’s decision to
Socialist Organiser:

“The main factor behind the over-
time ban is the non-implementation of
the wage offer, despite the fact that the
NUM National Executive Committee
has advocated its acceptance.

““The Board have seen fit not to pay
it to the NUM, although the scab outfit
has got it: 10 months have gone since
the award should have been implemen-
ted — next vear’s wage rise is indeed

By Pauil Suff

WE HAVE now been locked out
for seven weeks with no end in
sight. Morale among the workers
is still, amazingly, very good de-
spite the hardships and the ups
and downs of the dispute.

Picketing has proved highly success-
ful, no deliveries of any description
have got in.

We were recently given a shot in the
arm when Post Office workers who
were threatened with suspension if
they didn’t cross our lines, stood firm
and refused to cross. The Post Office
backed down.

Qur one failure was when a scab-
driven hire-truck drove through late
one night at high speed. The lorry was
loaded with two engines and sent to
Stafford, where the workers at Dor-
man Engines, already on a four day
week, were threatened with a three day
week if they didn't work on them.

We'te now sending people to
Stafford to try and get these engines
blacked.

We are getting much more organis-
ed now and over 500 appeal sheets
have been sent out.

We have received support from as
far away as Scotland and Kent, from
miners, seamen, printers, from all
local engineering firms and from
within GEC. Over £3000 has already
come in. This is being used to help
those in particular financial difficulties,
especially single people with no state
benefits.

We have also produced an advice
pack which contains information on
how to deal with gas, electric, phone
and mortgage payments, and any
benefits that can be claimed.

A weekly bulletin sheet is now being
printed to keep people informed. This
should help combat the lies and
rumours that keep appearing in com-
pany letters and the local press.

Management have attempted to
keep up with the pressure by singling
out people they consider to be ‘trouble
makers’. Two senior stewards have
already received letters warning them
of their conduct on the picket line.

We had a setback when the technical
staff, who had been refusing to cross
picket lines returned to work. They are
still supporting us financially, but
conscience money is no substitute for
solidarity. Ask the miners.

Paxmans
strikers
canwin!

As the dispute goes on our resolve
gets greater and we're more determin-
ed than ever to win our reinstatement
and a wage increase.

We badly need to win.

The movement badly needs a vic-
tory. With your support we can achieve

it. Please send donations and mes-

sages of support to: The Secretary,
Paxman’s JSSC, 77 Artillery Street,
Colchester, Essex.

Send
Support

OVER 600 Colchester workers
need your support after being
locked out by a ‘Murdoch-style’
management.

Following a ballot in favour of indus-
trial action, 620 workers have in the
space of one month been dismissed, re-
instated and subsequently locked out
for refusing to work overtime. The lock
out is at Paxmans Diesels Ltd., Col-
chester. The company manufactures
diesel engines and is a GEC subsid-

iary.

Despite GEC’s massive £1.5 billion
sitting in the bank (interest stands*at
£176 million) Paxman’s workers
haven't had a pay award for nearly two
years. Skilled grades are on £130 for a
39 hour week.

Paxman’s Joint Shop Stewards Com-
mittee has a record of support for
others in struggle, not only other work-
ers in dispute, but also worthwhile
causes involving the needy and under-
privileged.

This dispute can be won. Unlike
Murdoch, the management at Pax-
man’s has no ready made scab work-
force to replace the locked out employ-
ees and the unusual range of skills
retained by Paxmans workers cannot
be readily replaced.

If the management at Paxmans are
compelled to reinstate the workforce,
as well as justice being done, it will be
a major boost to the morale of a great
many workers following the depressing
defeat of the miners and Murdoch’s
activities at Wapping.

“Tiny’ Rowlands has joined the
press barons’ war against the
print unions.

Last week he announced his inten-
tion to move The Observer out of Fleet
Street to new premises at Battersea
and slash 630 jobs. Hardest hit will be
the SOGAT machine chapel: all 550
jobs there will go because Rowlands
plans to farm out the printing work to
four provincial contractors. This is one
of the key parts of the proposal: and
will set a dangerous precedent. Max-
well has already tlaked of transferring
his presses to provincial ‘‘green field”
sites and if Rowlands succeeds, the
Mitror machine room will be decim-
ated overnight.

Under existing TUC regulations,
“*green field"' sites are open to single-
union deals: another opportunity for
scabs like Hammond to form bosses’
unions.

This, coupled with the battery of
Tory anti-union laws, will make it very
difficult for the traditional print unions

Rupert Murdoch is going back to
the courts this week to prevent
the six pickets at his Wapping lie
factory from being ‘‘abusive’’ to

his scabs.

He wants to keep up the pressure on
the print union leaders because Dean
and Dubbins are still fighting over who
gets the crumbs.

It is said that 100 jobs have been
offered to the strikers — all SOGAT
jobs, and Dubbins isn't happy. He'd be
much happier if he could tell the 800 or
so NGA strikers that he'd got 30 or 40
jobs in Wapping for them.
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Women march on Wapping otn Andre Wiard,

Fleet St. crunch

What about fighting for 5.500 jobs,

on top of us — and we feel that it's
time ot react.

Ignored

“*The second point is the attempted
closure of the Seaham part of the
Seaham/Vane Tempest combine, the
most profitable pit in the area. We
believe that the Area union was by-
passed; the machinery for the new so-
called independent modified review
procedure is being ignored; and the
Board is just steam-rollering through.
We feel enough is enough.

‘‘The ballot for an overtime ban will
be the first step in a campaign to stop
the Coal Board just rough-riding
through the industry.

““The victimised miners are long
overdue some justice. We're getting a
minimum amount of men back. On

AT 5

Fleport

By a member of London
SOGAT Clerical

to keep their base in the industry.

The other union sections — NGA
and SOGAT clerical — will also be
threatened by Rowland’s plans. Up to
50% of the NGA jobs are threatened by
direct input by journalists and ‘‘reor-
ganisation’’ of the clerical workers
spells redundancies.

To smooth the way for the deal
Rowlands offered the print workers
eight weeks salary on top of the redun-
dancy package ‘‘provided there is con-
tinuous production until March’’.

Bribery, as the NGA rightly pointed
out at their chapel meeting on Saturday
night. They demanded that this clause
was thrown out before any discussions
take place, but little else came out of
the Saturday meeting. Negotiations
will continue but strike action hasn’t
been ruled out.

RS 0 Loy SRR

Fight for 5,500!

Brenda?

And instead of issuing a notice to
your members threatening disciplinary
action if they don’t obey the court
injunction, and disperse immediately
upon arriving at Wapping, how about a
directive telling the 30,000 Fleet Street
print workers to down tools and spend
eight hours a day on the Highway?

Don't send Bill Miles down to
Wapping to whisper sweet nothings to
the scabs — send him to Fleet Street to
tell the members to get off their arses
and fight! That's what we elect our
leaders to do — lead the fight for trade
union rights — not help the bosses
destroy us, | .
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some cases we've won tribunals and
men are still dismissed.

““That’s obviously a factor, together
with the breaking off of the laid down
conciliation and consultation proce-
dures, which have been established in
the industry since 1947.

“‘Enough is enough as far as we're
concerned. We feel that we cannot
operate as a union unless we get some
strength and response from the mem-
bership. We're certainly not being
allowed to do our jobs by the Coal
Board.

*And we're hoping that a positive
result in the ballot and an overtime ban
in the Durham coalfield will be the
springboard for other action in coal-
fields throughout the country.

“We were pleased that someone
showed a lead with the South Wales
overtime ban and obviously we've got
torespond.”

Much the same result was achieved
at the SOGAT machine minders’
chapel meeting later the same night.

Reports of the meetings suggest
there is still a feeling of militancy,
particularly among the machine opera-
tives — many of them News Inter-
national strikers — who know that if
The Observer goes, they'll never work
again.

But they can’t sit back and hope that
Rowlands will change his mind: he
won't. If the Observer chapels came
out now, and joined forces with the
News International strikers, it would
encourage all the other Fleet Street
workers to fight back.

The bosses are still pressing ahead
on all fronts. At the Financial Times,
management want a no-strike agree-
ment; the Telegraph is recruiting non-
union labour through an outside
employment agency for its new West-
ferry Road site and at the Mirror
Maxwell is pressing for a Murdoch-
style agreement: complete ‘‘flex-
ibility’" of labour; management’s right
to manage; non-automatic replacement
of staff; no-strike agreement. He too is
rapidly recruiting non-union staff.

The Mirror chapels are fighting
back: at the moment the unions are
balloting their members over this
proposal, with a recommendation of
rejection backed up by strike action. If
the Mirror vote in favour of a strike,
the whole of Fleet Street must come
out in solidarity with them, with the
News International strikers and with
the Observer.

This is the crunch. The print unions
have their backs against the wall and
there will not be another chance.

dents in NOLS columms

ember. at the start
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STALKER AFFAIR

What’s the truth?

EVEN IF Manchester’s deputy quiry into him, he is unlikely to
chief constable John Stalker is finish his investigation into RUC

fully cleared by the police in-

‘shoot to kill’ operations in

MINERS MUST

FIGHT BACK!

There comes a time when the
NUM has got to stand up and
stop the retreat, and the South
Wales lead with their overtime
ban has got to be echoed by other
Areas and Branches.

The Coal Board announced last week
that they want to close Seaham colliery
in the North-East, just after they said it
was to stay open. I think there is an
element of desperation in this latest
round of closures.

With the possibility soon of the
Thatcher government going and
Labour getting back in, the Coal Board
is worried. They know the pressures on
the Labour government — for the rein-
statement of the sacked lads, but also
on the commitment for coal. So they
want to get in quickly.

Dangers

Obviously, we have to be aware of
the dangers of the Labour Party reneg-
ing on their promises. That is why it is
vitally important that the NUM, and its
supporters, continue to apply the
pressure on Kinnock.

I think the general mood in the pits is
changing. The miners at Hatfield Main
in Yorkshire have said they will come
out on 24 hour strike as part of their
campaign to reinstate two miners still
sacked at their pit.

Some of the men are still saying
‘take the money and run’, but many of
the younger miners have a completely
different attitude.

The 24 hour strike at Hatfield Main
will give a real boost for the sacked
miners. We sometimes feel a little
neglected.

We're acutely aware of the problems
they have at national and area level,
but the sacked lads do tend to get the
feeling that they've been forgotten a
little bit. I would hope that other pits
will take the same sort of attitude as
Hatfield Main and decide we can do
something.

Last week I reported on management
harassment of our members in the
Notts pits. We've now got written
proof of what they're doing.

Our members have written to the
bosses saying they’re in the NUM, only
to find the Coal Board saying two or
three weeks later that they didn’t reply
to the letter and so no union subscrip-
tion will be stopped from their pay. But

Miners go back t Silarwo hot: John Harris

we have management’s acknowledge-
ment, in writing, that the original letter
was received.

This will now be dealt with at nation-
al level.

In Notts we're gearing ourselves up
for the 6 September demonstration in
Mansfield, and want to make sureit's a
tremendous event. I would appeal to
Labour Parties, trade union branches,
socialists, up and down the country to
please make your presence felt in
Mansfield.

We don't want to be isolated, not
least because the police would love an
excuse to get into a group of Notts
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miners, and we would hope that num-
bers would daunt them away from that.
We also want to show everybody that
the NUM is alive and well in Notting-

0 hamshire.

Join now

Join the Labour Party!
Write to 150 Walworth
Road, London SE17.

"-----n--------
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Two years after the police rioted in
Stainforth, Yorkshire, the Police Com-
plaints Authority have said yes, they
had been out of control but no, they
couldn't identify any of those respon-
sible. The only thing that surprises me
with such a report is the fact that
people are surprised.

We said it was happening then, but
few people would believe us; now it’s
been proved. There’s many other
things we said about events then which
will also be proved right at some later

B date. The reaction of the lads at the pit

is simply that we knew it already.

It’s come out now because they think
the issue is dead and gone. But I stili
think there's a softening process,
because what they're saying is that a

few officers went bananas.

What they’re not saying is that they
were the hard core, and that it was
policy. And I still think that some of
those in police uniform, without num-
bers, were squaddies from the army
with orders to go in and create mayhem
and put the fear of god into people.

A lot of good came out of the print-
workers’ public meeting, where 1 was
one of the speakers, in London last
Thursday. The main reason was that it
was rank and file printworkers involv-
ed, without the constraints of official
union leaders who, in my opinion, have
not done justice to their members.

But it did surprise me, after the
length of time that they've been on
strike, that they still haven't sorted
out the sort of things that should have
been decided early on in the strike — a
strike committee, and action in Fleet
Street.

I would only reinterate what I said at
that meeting, and that is that Fleet
Street has got to be called out, and that
they will have to appeal to other work-
ers to support the printworkers over
the heads of their leaders.

Solidarity

We asked for that kind of action
during the miners’ strike and it fell on
deaf ears. Money is one thing, food
another, both vitally important — but
solidarity action is the one thing that
the bosses really understand.

That's why there are all these court
judgements to try to stamp out solidar-
ity action and picketing, because they
realise it's effective and could tip the:
scales.

I was very disappointed last week to
see that the call for the expulsion of the
EETPU is not going to be allowed to go
to TUC conference. Whether or not the

decision is right is one thing, but to
deny the supreme decision-making
authority of the trade union movement
the right even to debate it is some-
thing else. They should have allowed it
to godhorugh and be placed before the
membership.

No doubt the small committee went
through the rule book and can find a
constitutional argument about ruling
the NGA amendment out of order, but
their decision was still wrong and
shows that they're frightened of the
membership taking decisions.

Unless the leaders stop the retreat
and start fighting, they're going to find
themselves increasingly redundant.
The idea which says keep your heads
down, don’t rock the boat, we’ll wait
for the Labour government and then
everything will be hunky-dory, is a
total fallacy and lulling workers into a
false sense of security.

Militants in the trade union move-
ment are saying the opposite — we're
saying, the best means of defence is
attack, and let’s start fighting now.

And then there will be the attempt at
the TUC to get agreement for Labour to
carry over sections of the Tory laws on
balloting. It will be covered with talk
about the need to involve the mem-
bers.

But nobody has ever sought a man-
date from my branch on such issues.
The only mandate I can ever remember
giving is that we don't obey Tory laws.

I bet you Kinnock and his lot won’t
put that simple proposition to the rank
and file — do we accept Tory laws or do
we fight them?

Paul Whetton is the sec-
retary of Bevercotes
NUM, Notts

Northern Ireland.

Stalker told the Irish Times (10 Aug-
ust): "'l would have liked to finish it,
butsobeit...” 2

The inquiry report is complete and
due to be considered by the Manches-
ter Police Authority on Friday 22nd.
The press has speculated variously that
Stalker has been cleared, that he has
been accused of misuse of police cars,
and (in the Murdoch Sunday Times)
that he has been linked to ex-president
Marcos of the Philippines!

Stalker was appointed, according to
Britain's usual cosy police complaints
procedure, to look into cases where the
RUC shot unarmed Republicans and
Catholics. It seems he took his job
too seriously, and was about get senior
RUC officers into real trouble.

RUC

With the RUC under tremendous
pressure because of the Anglo-Irish
deal, a lot of powerful people did not
want that trouble. Stalker was suspen-
ded just before completing his inquiry,
on vague and (so it seems) insubstan-
tial charges.

The inquiry has been handed over to
West Yorkshire Chief Constable Colin
Sampson, no doubt on the calculation
that he will handle it more tactfully,
and anyway a delay will be gained.

The whole affair is a scandal. The
labour movement should organise its
own inquiry into Stalker’s suspension
and into the activities of thie RUC and
British army in Northern Ireland.

Defend
the

right to
strike!

From page 1

should commit themselves to a fight
against any attempt to impose legal
straitjackets on them, even from a
Labour government.

Labour’s proposals do contain some
ideas that would be of value to work-
ers. In place of anti-union laws we
should have positive rights for workers
— to strike, to organise, to defend
their picket lines.

The labour movement needs to cami-
paign for such rights. The first part
of such a campaign is to reject
what Kinnock wants to do.

Licensed
to riot

From page 1

the people who served them loyvally
during the strike are not brought to
account for their illegal and brutal
tactics.

The miners, and the working class in
general, need to collect our own evid-
ence on the police’s role in the miners’
strike and other disputes. A labour
movement inguiry should be carried
out, and the Labour leaders should be
forced to act on its own conclusions.

The {)olice should be under the
operatiohal control of elected author-
ities, and they should be open to
scruting by independent, publicly-
accountable investigations. At present
they are a law unto themselves, under
the command of Chief Constables who
are increasingly open about their Tory
sympathies.

The labour movement must tackle
the job of bringing the police under
contrpl — and if necessary replacing its
present hierarchies.




