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Claiming to be acting against ‘reactionaries” and ‘anti-
secialist’ elements, the tanks and machine guns of China’s
27th Army have mown down thousands of unnrmed students
and workers in Tiananmen Square, Beijing, in the tradition-
al Stalinist response to a mass popular movement.

The brutality of the armed repression has not succeeded
in quelling the courageons resistance of the protestors even
in the capital: rather ii has trigpered a new wave of reval-
sion against the regime, protesis and even strikes in China's
largest city, Shanghai, and other major cities. Far from
souffing oul the flame of opposition, the military crackdown
has ensored that the regime will have to contend with a
heightened, long-term challenge.

The barbarism of the tactics of the 27th Army has also
clearly caused major splits in the armed forces. Some army
units refused point blank to intervene against the
demonstrators; now it seems that many of the eccupving sol-
diers of the 27th Army itself have already deserted their
posts, armoured vehicles and weapons Lo join the masses in
Beijing, while as we go to press rumours abound of a pos-
sible connter-strike by troops supporting the more ‘liberal’
wing of the Communisi Pariy bureaucracy.

Whether or oot the crisis escalates swiftly into an all-out
civil war, there is no doubt that the crackdown was an ex-
pression of the weakness and isolation of the faction around
Deng Xiaoping, rather than a sign of strength. As a Stalinist
bureapcracy, their power and privilege rest not on private
property or ownership of the means of produdtion, but on
their monopoly grip on political power and contrel of the
state machinery, especially the armed Forces and police.

It is the fact that the mass movement For democracy has
threatened this contrul, and challenged the very government
itself, with explicit demands for the ousting of Premier Li
Peng and of Deng himself, that has compelled the
bureapcracy — after a period of obyvious indecision and in-
ternal crisis —to sirike back, reverting to the traditional (ac-
tics of Stalinism. While the students in Beijing, increasingly
backed by the workers, demanded democratic reform of the
Communist Pariy and an end to corruption, the tanks that
crushed their bodies were defending not socialism but the
privileges of a bureavcracy all wings of which are steeped in
corruption.

The regime's cynical claim that the students represented
an anfi-socialist opposition was never more than a Mimsy
pretext for repression. In over three weeks of massive
mohilisations under the microscopic gaze of the western
press, not a single serious pro-capitalist current has been un-
covered. Indeed, irrespective of the mock *statue of liberty'
crected by art students, the Beijing protestors were consis-
tently demonstrating for socialist democracy, under red
flags, singing the Internationale and even unwisely quoting
Mao Zedong against Deng, The ruling bureaucracy are the
ones who have actually sponsored capitalism and privatisa-
tion in China, to the extent where 30 million out of 130 mil-

Stalinist bloodbath in
Beijing

lion workers are now employed in the private sector,

The econpmic links Deng has forged with the west are one
of the key reasons why the hypocritical respoanse from Bush,
Thatcher and other imperialist leaders has so categorically
ruled out any thought of economic sanctions. The US and
other imperialists have been guite willing to sponsor — even
organise - brutal repression of mass movements in their own
‘sphere of influence’ (Chile!); and now they are reluctant to
break politically from the most sympathetic wing of the
Chinese CP, especially il this may jeopardise future profits
and access to the huge Chinese market.

The heroic students and workers of Beijing have shown
they are willing to die in the strupgle for ther ideals of
secialism and democracy. The Deng Faction has shown that
like Stalin, Khruschey, Brezhnev and regimes in Eastern
Furope, it is ready to kill in defence of its material self-inter-
est.

The political line of Stalinist bureaucracies have always
vacillated wildly — embracing both right wing opportunism
(Stalin and Bukharin’s call to peasants to ‘get rich’ in the
mid 1920s: Deng's New Economic Policy after 1978) and
‘ultra-left” policies of forced collectivisation and wholesale
expropriation (Stalin in the ‘liquidation of the kulaks® in the
late 1920s: Mao in the Great Leap Forward): the one com-
nion factor is that they cannot relinguish political control on
the state machinery which is their guarantee of power and
privilege.

This is why Stalinism has consistently shown itself more
ferocivus und determined in repression of the working class
than in its measures against capitalism and imperialism,
However, Gorbachev has shown that outright repression is
not the only tactic available to Stalinist repimes: from the
onse{ of the Beijing protests the Chinese CP and the army
high command have been divided on how best to contain the
mavement. The army chiefs have been torn between the in-
stinctive desire to crush the popular movement, and the
practical problems of maintaining a long-term repression of
the big cities with a largely conscript army, These political
differences have not been resolved by the Beijing crack-
down, and could yet lead to civil war,

For the hundreds of thousands of workers and students
wha continue the fight despite the huge repression unleashed
upon them, the bitter lesson of the June 4 massacre is that
there is no peaceful way to dispose of the ruling faction or
reform the hopelessly bureavcratised Communist Party.
Many of Lhe ideas thrown up in the debates of the moavement
for democracy since the early 1980s have already moved
very close to those of Trotskyism: it is now even more im-
portant that an organised corrent inside Ching takes up the
slogan of political revolution to defend China’s nationalised
econemy and vust the reactionary bureaucracy, and for an
independent political party to direct that revolutionary
struggle.
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Kinnock’s Review seeks

With the publication
of the Policy Review
in miid-May, Neil Kin-
nock now only needs
the stamp of approval
of Labour Party con-
ference in October to
complete the process
of hrnging the Parly
back mnto line with
policies acceptable to
the ruling class.

Since the demizse of
the Liberals as the second
main houngeois Party, the
maling class has (reloc-
tantly) used the Lahour
Party as their fall-back at
times of Tory uon-
pupr:liarir:.r, gale in the
knowledge that il was
also concemed with the
orderly running of capitalism, and
conld even in cofain cooumstan-
ces, palice the working class more
easily than the Tories,

For a period after Thatcher
canie to power in 1979 this arran-
gement looked like being upset. In
resction to the policies of Prime
Ministers Harold Wilson and
James Callaghun the Labowr Pamy
moved (at least on paper) con-
siderably leftwamds, indroducing
measures of democratic account-
ability (such as the clection of the
Leader and automatic reselection
procedures for MPs) and some
socialist policies, such ar
nnilateralism,

Ever since he was clected
leader in 1983 it has heen
Kinnock's infention 1o reverie
these changes. In this he has been
pressured and encouraged by the
bourgema media and the Alliance
Kinnock and the SDP renegades
from Labour wanted the same
thing — to bring ‘mainstrcam’
British politics back into zafe
hourgeois channels.

Despite their tactical disagree-
ments over how this was best done
— the Labour right believing they
could beat back the lefi within the
Pusty, and the Owenites believing
this was hopeless and setting
themselves the lask of vreating a
new force to replace Labour as the
altemative Puty of povernment —
they assisted each other in this
The support lor the Alliance (en-
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couraged by the media) gave
credence to the Kinnock line that
Labour was ‘unclectable” with left
policies,

Throoghout, Kinnock has been
assieted by the refusal of the trade
union burcancracy to fight back
agains the Tories” onslaught on
jobs and democratic nghts or their
programme of privatisation. Every
time they have retrsated or =cid
oat a struggle they have under-
mined Left policies feeding the
view that there is no altemative (o
capitalism and- little chance of
atepping the Tory onslsught other
than by eventually electing a
Labiwir govemmenl

Frustrated with the zlow
processof reversing policy by way
of conference resolutions, Kin-
nock instigated the ‘Policy
Review' rwo years ago. [t was
clear from the start that this was
designed to change policies
whaolesale, while maintaining a
(very thin} vencer of being a
democralic process. Having
defeated the hard lefl, rducing
them toa handful on Labour's Na-
tiopal Executive, and confident
thal the remnants of the “soft left’
wonild not put upa challenge, the
Kinnockites conld be sure of win-
ning on the NEC.

The first year of the Poley
Review was need as o softening-
up process for the more difficult
issues, in particalar defence. Last
year's phase one, with s hland

bosses’ approval

2y - L,

New realism for old: Kinnock has ditched u.'Iatera.‘Ism

{alk ol individual dghts catler than
collective ‘action, together with
sigmificant constimtional changes
{ome of which was nsed to keep
Martha Osamor off the shorilist
fur Vauxhall), sziled through the
1988 Conlerence with little op-
position.

Phese twn, to be put to this
year's conlerence, is {ar mors sig-
nificant and crucial to Kinnock's
project, and recognired as such by
the media. liz scctions an the
sconomy, [Fade unions and
defence contaln Kinnock's
blueprnt for the programme of a
future Labour govemmenL

Ou the economy, Lhe
programme could not make it
clearer thiat the “new’ Labour Party
representz no threal o capilalism.
Of all Thatcher's privatisstions,
only Bitish Telecom and warer
wonld be taken back inlo state
hands (and then Bought back).
There would be no wealth tax,
with o top tax rate ol only 50 per
vent, perpetuating the role of
Labour as the Pariy of high taxes
— for the working class, not the
bisses. There is no threat o
nationalise the banks or institute
exchange controls, naly to reduce
consunption.

Key Tory anti-union laws, in-
treddiced by Thateher to hamstring
the working class during her at
temipts to restructure British
capitalism, would not be repealed
by Labour, The nght of the courts

teor intervens in union affairs
and todeclare strilkes illegal
would be retained, as
would secret ballots and the
banning of many sympathy
steikes,

The statement on
defence was the most
awaited, even though its
broad outline was widely
foreaeen. In ils essentials,
Kinnock has not failed the
truling class, rejeciing
unilateralism and sccepting
the myth of a Russian
threat. His refusal to anewer
the question as to whether
he would actually ‘press the
butron’, while the source of
much humour, 15 of tess mm-
portance,

The ontcome of the
Policy Review on disama-
ment has always been seen
as the touchstone for the Left's
fortuncs. Pormany Party members
a commmitment toumlateralism has
been one of the strengths of thie
Labour Party in recent years; even
if its leaders have refused o cam-
paign for it. It is around this thal
resistance will he greatesl sl
Labour Pany conference and it 15
the izsue on which the soft left on
the NEC might have been ex-
pected to put up some kind of
fight

Yel opposilion to the Policy
Review an the NEC was restricted
to the hard left on virmally every
major issue, Even on disammament
Clare Short, Robin Cook and
Bryan Gould failed to. suppont an
amendment calling for the
removal of nuclear weapons and
bases within the lifetime of a
single parliament. Shoet, feted by
the ‘Time to Go’ campaign dgainsl
the Briish presence in Ireland,
could not even see her way to sup-
porting the deletion of a commir-
ment to the Anplo Insh sgree-
mest.

For years the soft left promased
to keep Kinnock and Labour
polizy out of the hands of the nght,
while in fact retreating all the time
on policies they allegedly support,
amd dirscting their attacks at the
hard left for their ‘oppositionism’,
Mow it is clear for all to-see where
their attitude iz leading — complete
victary for Kinnock and the mghl
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with only the hard left potting up
gerions resislance.

Kinnock and his cohonts are so
certain of winning (especially
alter thelr *victories' sgainst
umilateralism at some union con-
ferences) that they have not
bothered 1o wait for Labour Party
conference before launching the
Policy Review o the media with
all the rarramsrazz of a Hol-
Iywood awards ceremuony.

The leaders of the noft left have
conceded (o Kinnock"s central ar-
gument - that to gel Laboor
clected 1 must jettison left
policies. In the process they have
shown, like Kinnock, that they

never had any serious commit-

ment to those policies, and
demonstrated their lack of concern
with what sort of Labour govern-
ment all thismight produce —a dis-
aatrons re-run of Wilsen and Cal-
laghan trying to mn capilalism at
the expense of the working class,

For the present, Kinnock's
stralegy appears to be successful
Council and parlizmentary elec-
tion results show Labour gaining
support, with even the possibility
on the horzon of winning a
general election. Yet with the
economy faltering and inflation
rsing, and the next round of
privatisation (water, clectdcity)

being the least popular, the Tories.

themselves are faltering despite

the lack of any serions counter-at-
tack from Labour,

The renewed wave of strikes
reflects dizillvsionment with the
Toriles und contributes to Laboar's
riwe inthe polls without the Labour
Party lifting a finper in support of
those highting back. At the same
time Labour gama from the fact
thiat the 'centre’ parties have col-
lapsed - precisely because Kin-
nock has stolen their clothes and
the media no longer sees the need
o prop them up.

The Left, however, cannot sit
back and wail for Kinnock’s
policies to be shown tobe a failuee,
There 15 still an outside chance of
winning oin unilateralism at this

New bosses

11 was a grisly sight: encugh to
shatter the complacency of
anyone who doubted the demd-
ly threal posaed to the National
Health Service by the
government's While Paper
propusals. Perhaps it was even
enough to break through the
rulitional apathy of the lefi on
the fight for the NHS.

Ranged on the platiorm
along=ide Health Secretary Ken-
neth Clarke were some of the most
notorious asset-strippers, plat
closers and union-bashers in
British industry, including
Graham Day af the Rover Group
{formerly BL); Bob Scholey of
British Steel, and Sir Kenneth
Durbam of Woolies and Brtish
Aerospace, These men have been
drafted onto a8 new MHS policy
board by Clarke, whe raved on
about the qualities they have 1o
offer; “They are formiduable
figures who have shown their
ahilily to min glant organisations.
Their presence and advice will be
a greal encouragement Lo all
managers in the NHS'.

Clarke of conrse meant that
their experence i3 in running
dewen ant industries: those who
remember that British Leylund
once employed 100 workers,
British Steel over [OCLDO0, mnd
that Woolworths once had a much
larger chun of stores will look
with trepidation af the prospects
For 1.2 million health workers, the
hospitals they wotk in ond their
trade unicon rights once this “om-
hing crew” gets down to business.

MNoboudy will be safe: the only
business fignre from an expanding
corpotation is deputy chair of the
policy board, Sir Koy Grilfiths,

aim to carve up NHS

managing director of Sainshbury’'s.
His report on community care ser-
vices last year proposed a massive
extenmion of means-testing of ser-
vices [or the elderdy, and a policy
of lurcing those in need of long-
term care to pay for it themselves
ol of their savings or through the
sale or re-morigages of their own
homes.

These advisors have been ap-
pointed to help Clarke force
through the While Paper proposals
which include:

B Establishmeni of an “internal
market’ within the NHS imvolving
the establishment of a massive,
bureageratic system of pricing and
cross-charging for reatment, and
the threat that many more paticnts
will have lo travel to find treat-
menl

B Proposals for hospitals (o
“optout” of local NHS control, be-
coming pre-NHS style Hospiral
Trusts, tuking all decisions behind
clozed doors and driven to func
fion more and more like pnvate
hospitals in order 1o balance their
books.

B Imposition of cash limits on
all Temily doctor services, with the
aftempt io press-gang the lorgesi
GP practices into becoming “inide-
pendent budget holders’, subject
to g cash liniits,

B The threat of still funher
privatisalion of services within
hospitals, despite the damage al-
ready done by privale fioms: Lhal
have droven down standards of
cleaning, catening and laundry ser
vices,

Clarke iz stepping up the pres
sure on locil hospital management
and consuliants to volunteer their
hosptals for opting pul. So far a
preliminary st hos shown over
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|40 possible hnspitals —
in none of which have
hospital  workers,
patients or the local
cotumpniry been azked
their views, There
would be po hallot or
referendum: & Final
decision on whether or
not any hospital could
opt ol would mest with
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Kenneth Clarke himself  Latghing il the way. Kenneth Clarke

a5 Secrelary of Slale.

However the campaign against
these -and other White Paper
proposials has been almost non-ex-
istent. from the official labour
movemneint. Having falled to ex-
ploit the wnpopularity of the White
Paper in May's local elections or
iy e current Buro election cam-
paign, the Labour Party has
slumpedintaits usual indifference
o the NHS. Indeed the new Policy
Beview includes a call for the im-
plementation of the Grifliths
proposals on eommunily cae
prerumahly indicaling a oor-
responding welcome for his in-
clusion on Clarke's now board,

Worse still, becanse theirmenm-
bers are i1 the fropt line of the Tory
dttack, is the inactivity of the
health unions, which (with the par-
tial exception of lhe technicians’
vnion MSF) have done nothing 1o
combat the White paper, leaving
the initiative in the hands of the
*professional bodies” - the BMA,
the medical Royal Colleges and
the scab Royal College of Nurs-
ing.

This uot only leaves tens of
thousands of health workers ig-
norant of the dengers, but reinfor-
ces all of the worst hierarchical il-
Iusions that defence of the NHS
can be left to the doctors. Already

year s conference il all itr sup-
poriers can work together

We have to Ink sp with the
struggles taking place over pay,
the Poll Tax, the NHS anpd
privatisation, not only to provide a
strategy t0 win againsl the Tories
and bosses, but also o win pew
forces to the battle against
Kinnnck's social democratic
policies. Al the same tine the lelt
hasto look serdously ar thie lessons
of the lnst few years and how Kin-
nock has managed to turn back the
l=ft tide,

Pete Firmin.

the BMA s unchamctersiic flumy
ol militancy is beginning to drop
away, with GP negotiators having
sgreed a miscrable scll-out on the
new contract for 32,000 family
doctors, and with the BMA s con-
sultant members already talking of
‘pilot schemes’ (o test out Mr
Clarke"s reactionary plans.

The main resistance to the
White Paper has so far come from
the Harnds O Our Health Service
campaign launched in London in
Febrary, which has become al-
mast the only supply of
pamphlets leaflets, posiers, stick-
ers, badges and other material
against the Tory proposals,

It iz wital that this type of cam-
puigning 18 hroudened and taken
up by the official labour move
ment: the demand must be rajsed
for tie health undons, the TUC and
Lahour Party to mobilise a nation-
al demonstration in the autumn,
and throw their weight behind a
full-seale compaign to mlly the
huge majority of the public who
apposs the White Paper — forving
the government to back off

farry Sloan

Hands Off Our Hospitals,
446, Uxbridge Rd, London
WI2 ONS. 01-749-2525
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Sinn Fein vote holds

The local govermument elec-
Gons in the six counbes which
were held on 17 May can be
seen as a victory for Sinn Fein,
Despite losing 19 seats, their
share of the total vote dropped
by omly a tiny fraction — from
11.8% to 11.3%. In addition
many of the seats which they
lost were lost by a very small
margin.

To have schieved this despite
the strenuous efforts of the British
state and ils agents to undermine
their electoral stmlegy shivas the
depth of the support for Sinn Fein
in the nationalist community.
The lengths which the Hritish
govemment were prepared to go
are also a sign that they recognise
the extent of thal support —and of

how much they fear it

The media ban on Sinn Fem,
which was only lifted during the
election period becpuse of the
overriding authority of the
Representation of the People Act,
had the potential to be extremely
damaging. As it tumed out, it
seems ns though the main effect
of the ban is to deny people in
Brtain ond elsewhere informa-
tion on the singaton in the six
countier and on Sion Fein's
political positions.

The people of ihe north know
well enough what is poing on in
their own streets and their own
council chambers.  This fact,
together with Sinn Pein's own ef-
forts to couonteract the ban
through their publicity depart-
menl, has minimised the damage
done. Muore sttenuous efforts will

have to be made to countermct the
effect of the ban n Britain
however.

The decision by Sinn Fen, at
their last Ard Fheis to allow their
candidates to wsign the
‘Declaration’ against violence
was clearly a correct one,
However, a number of seals were
lost by the Republican movement
when supporters of “Republican”
Sinn Fein refused to sign the
Declaration and therefore were
not allowed to stand.

Apart from the efforts of the
British povemment to reduce
Sinn Pein's electoral support,
candidates also had to contend
with the response to TRA blunders
over the past few years, The En-
nigkillen ragedy was undoubted-
Iy at least partly responsible for
Sinn Fein losing control in Fer-

managh,

Ancther factor in explaining
the resull 15 the existence of Iocal
pacts between other parties — in-
cluding the SDLI" and the Al
lance — agalnst Sinn Fein,
Agresments to give esch other
their second preference voles -
Sinn Fein supponers vote only for
their own candidates — [ed to Sinn
Fein candldates being knocked
out in later rounds.

There is also some evidence
thal nationabi=l voders were lumed
away at the polling statjons be-
cause of a change in the fomm of
identification needed.

Overall the mslt was an cn-
couraging one for Sion Fein: and
the onus is on them to keep up the
momentum for the European
clections in June.

Jean Reilly

Southwark Community Resis-
tance Against the Poll Tax
(SCRAP) — one of the Grst
campaigns setup outside Scot-
land — startexd in October 1988,
It was formed largely because
there was no effective cam-
paign in the south London
borough to stop the Labour-
run council implementing the
government's poll ax legisla-
Lioo.

It quickly became obvious that
mosl Southwark councillom were
not prepared to stand up alone
against the Tones and that we
could not rely on them to light for
ux. We ogreed that a4 mass<cam-
paign of non-payment snd non-
implementation by counncil
workers was the most effective
way 1o combal the poll tax.

We have argued that the poll
tax stands or falls by whether
people pay it or not. Cur meetings
regularly anmet 20-30 people, and
the composition will be recog-
tized by many activists in the
campaign: supparters of Socialist
(utlowk, Labour Briefing,
Socialist Organizer, Militan
(sometimea), and Socialist
Workers Parly {sometimes), as
well as people who define them-
solves ux snarchists, and people in
no political party.

Our discussions have slways
centred an how we can grow pul-
wards from this activisl core to be-

come genuinely tq:rm-.-nlahvr, of
the community in which we wre
based. Our strategy hasbeentoen-
courage couneil tenants and other
residents 1o organise local poll tax
umions on their estates, and some
suocestes have been nolched wp,
with mesetings In fenants’ halls
and commmunity centres
thronghoot the borough. A num-
ber of signficent tenanls” associa-
tions have now endomied Lhe cam-
paign, and we have had sucoessful
public meetings.

Crur whole world wis violently
shaken up however with the ques-
tion of registration. Thia became s
live issue when Southwark coun-
cil decided to send out the regiatra-
ten [oms a month eadier than
they were required to do. In & rae
dizplay of ‘socialist” efficiency,
they tried tor intimidage peopleinto
registering early.

Our weckly Sulurduy stalls
were lrnsformed. People caome up
and asked us what to do with their
form, Could they be fined? Did
they have to registerin 21 days as
it said? How could they pay?
What rehsite i any could they get?
Char #all became & centre ol infor-
mation. Very ofien people had al-
ready heen Lo the alficial” Sooth-
wirk against the Poll Tax stall 50
yardz away, and been told to sign
Labour's protest petition and go
Hiomie!

We designed a poster,
produced stickers and advertised
ourcampaign. Our slogan became

‘Defay it, don’Lpay it and ween-
couraged people to throw their
fomms in the bin. Southwark coun-
¢il, in their haste to do the Tones"
dirty work for them, had vowil-
tingly given us & huge propagan-
da coup — and on top of that, legal
advice had assured us that the
eouncil could nol prosecute
anyone & that sage who didn’t
Tegisler.

Even now, Southwark council
only claim at best 2 5% ratum of
the forms — s0 much for jumping
the gan,

Regisimation nol anly gal-
vanised ps in pablic work — it also
threatened to Op apart the com-
paign intemally, There were lwo
basic positions — which have
probably been reflected in other
campaipns, On the one gide were
the SWP and Miitan: mpporters,
who argoed that registration was
nol the key issue, it was not pos-
sible to build a mass campaipn,
and we should leave it wstil a cam-
paigy had been butll sguins non-
payment which we could then
come in-and sxploit,

Many of us, including Socialin
Outlook supporters, saw this 2 a
defeatist and politically wrong a=s-
sessment of the campaign, and ar-
gued that non-regisimlion was an
imporiant inctical question in the
overall frimework of bullding o
mass campaign of non-payment.
This of course ¢oold rake many
different (orms, ioncluding delay-
ing registration and buming poll

How we plan to SCRAP the poll tax

the tactics, but the vast majonity of
SCRAP opted for the sccond
caourse, leaving SWP and Militan
comzades 1o re-consider their at-
titude io the only cilcctive cam-
paign in Soothwark.

The registration issoe has
without doubt caused dispuptions
in SCRAP but it has been a neces-
sary part of clanfying the debale,
We now have & number of tasks s
carry oul in the nexi phase of the
campaign. These include;

®Building the regular newslel-
ler ‘Communily Heristance
Mews® throughout the berough.:

® Purtivipating in the building
wf & lively and active South Lon-
don fedemtion of anti-poll tax
groups, sei op from a confercoce
in April. In the longer term we
shonild wor, fogether with Nonh
London groups, for a real cam-
paigning all-Lopdon [ederation
based on non-compliance,

® Transfoming SCRAP into »
truly representative campaign.
based in the community, and
made up of street stewards and es-
tate representatives active in
tenants’ associations, Labour Par
ties, trade unions and commmnity
groups, Cur aom will be (0 break
the individual isolation of people
through'a campaign Lo chatruct the
register ond organise collective
action to defeat the poll tax.

Ciraham Topley
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CHINA:

Countdown to a
massacre

Om the evening of Friday 3
June unarmed Peoples Libera-
tion Army (PLA) troops were
sent on fool lrom the oulskins
of Beijing towanls Tienaman
Square. The people of Beijing
arid the students repulsed them,
with mimimum violence. Bul
thix was no serious attempi io
hreak up the democracy move-
ment protests. In fact, the
troops were sept cymically tobe
beaten up, in order (o provide a
pretext for the carnage which
was to follow the following
BVening.

Bul despite the almost non-
vielent dispersal of the troops, the
waiting battalions on the edge of
the city were immediately told thar
their comurades had been savagely
beaten by the studentz. The units
brought mto Beijing to carry oul
the PDeng Xiaoping Li Peng coup
were {from Manchuna and the Hus-
sian border. They had heen kept in
ignotance of the events in Beijing
and the other major Chinese citics,
and fired up with stones of ubiul
counter evoluhionanies frymg Lo
overthrow “socialism’

It is now clear that the Deng-La
Peng faction m the Communist
Purty leadership had intended all
alomg té massacre the studenl
protestersand the large numbers of
workers who supported thewy. The
bloodbath was postponed Tor Ly
reasons, firstbecause the regime
could not carry out their mthless
action during the Gorbachev
vigt,and second becuuse the Beij-
mg ghrmison and neighbounng
unite were unwilling o plowgh
through the barticades erected by
the workers.

The coup has a deadly fogic.
The CP leadership had the choice
of either making major conces-
sions fo bead ofl the democatic
movement, or W drive it off the
strects with terror. Once a military
solution has been decided wpon, it
viy ouly be suecessful hy being
carried through to the end. And
that means murdering the
prodesters in their thowsands - and
random killing to intimidate the
workers: The ruthless sction of the
coup was prmopled precisely by
the link wp berween the students
and the workers, Including the un-

official independent trade nnions,

who established their own organis-

ing cenire in Tienaman Square,

Two events sparked off the stu-
dent prolestsin lale Aprl Fust the
death of Hu Yaobang, a veteran of
the Long March, sacked two years
ago by Deng following the student
prutests of December 1986, Hu
Yaohang was considered a liberal
and ‘responsible’for the student
upsurge. The demonstrations afier
Hu's deuth had stromg parallels
with the mass demonstrtions in
Tienaman Sguare after the death of
Zhou Enlai in 1976, The second
evenl was of conrse the visit of
Gorhachev, cleardy associated in
the minds ofthe student protestors
with democratization, with the
glasnost wiich China has not geen,
despite the radical ‘perestroika’ in
the sconomy since 1978,

During Gorbachey"s visit up to
rwo million people demonstmted
around Tienaman Square and the
Forbidden City. Tt iz clear that a
fiere stroggle inside the CP
leadership was already toking
place during the Gorbachey vist,
berween the Deng-Li Peng faction
and the ‘refommers" led by Zhoa
Ziyang. In fact, there were already
tension=s in the leadership before
Gorbachev's visit, with former
president Li Xianian spearheading
a conservalive allack on the
“liberalism® of Zhao Ziyang.

By ithe time of Gorbachev's
departure on 18 May, the Li-Deng
faction had won the power strug-
gle, turmnng for sopport to the
‘Comrullaive Council” of party
elders, which crucially includes
the veleran Peng Zhen, former
mayor of Beijing, who led a long
struggle against Mao, from 1959
b the end of the Culmral Revole-
tionn, Also vital to Dieng s alliances
iz President Yang Shangkun, a
former feld mershal, whose sonis
sald tn he army chief of stafl.
Yang's influence with the army
was apparently vital in securing
the ¢o-operation of its com-
matders.

Martial law was declared late
on the evening of 19 May, Reports
suggest that Deng then left Beijing
to comsult with pary and military
leaders in Wuohan, China’s pary
and muilitery structure is heavily
dependent on regional organiza-
ticn and leaders. It was the Com-
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munist Party regional leaders’ op-
position W Mao Zedong wlich led
ber Ue unleashing of the Colmeal
Bevolution in 196, It seems like-
ly that the egional amy com
manders extracted promises of
more power and resonrces to the
army, n returmn for their [oyalty 1o
the regime,

Up antil the declaratdon of mar
tial law the democracy movement
had created deep divigions in the
state appatams, Magismates and
soldiers in uniform, jowrmnalists
from the Feoples Daily and state
hroadeasting network, end mil-
lions of workers joined m the
movenient. The Gt attempts Lo
niove froeps into the city, on the
weekend of 20621 May, were met
hy a popular uprizing of the
workers of Beijing, whose bar-
mcadss gnd mass fralermsation
wilh the tresps prevented their
eniry into the centreof the city. For
the whole of the next week, bar
rlcades wére ereoted ench evening
1o keep out the troops as the
workers mihalised.

But by the end of May the
inovemant stared to experience a
crisis of perspective; as the news
that Zhao Ziyang had heen
defeated and pul under house ar-
riext leaked out. In the absence of
any orgamised political opposition
tn the Communiat Pary, the Je
facly perspective of the moyement
was for achenge in the CP leader

ship to implement democratic

refomms. When this appeared less
ond less likely students began (o
drift off hack to their campuses in
miber cities or i Beijing itaelf, A
debate broke owl among the st
dents abowt whether to end the
movement

To everyone, it appeared that
the regime was staying ils hand,
and waiting for the movemen! (o
peter out, In reality it was prepar
ing to hrng hundreds of thousands
of troops from Munchurs and the
Soviet border W crush the ehel-

fon.

Itis now clear that the facionics
of Beijing were in constant turmnil
during this whole period. A motor-
cyclist unit called the 'Flying
Tigers brigade’ sent bundreds of
warkers o factories to mobilise
them i support of the students
The Beijing Independent Trade
Union Federation hegan to recroit
heavily, and o organise a per-
manent presence in Tienamen
Square. The workers soon came
under heavy pressire, with wam-
ings that anyone s2en in Tienzman
Square wonld be sacked, After 20
May the recret police began to visit
the factonies 1o arrest the leadersof
the independent union federation.

Al the tme of wnting (6 June)
reports ane still coming in of Rght-
ing in Beijing, and of stikes and
disturbances in other major cities
ingluding Shanghai, Some reports
spy Beida university has been in-
vaded by troops, others thal sto-
dents have built barncades and rre
preparing to defend their cam-
puses sgainal the expected
onslaught, For 48 hours groups of
workers and students have been al-
tacking military convoys wath
Molotov cockialls. There am alsn
persistent repoits of Lghting be-
tween army units, the meaning of
which irnot clearas we go 1o press;

Whatever the immediare out-
come of the fighting, the Li Deng
faction in the leadership i bound
to lose in the end, They have Inat
all popular sppon ad legitimacy.
The workers and students of China
have written one of the most
glorous chapters in the history of
the struggle for socialisi
detmocracy. Armmy power alone
can never fmally defeat the mass
nppoesition of milllons, When
people are prepured Lo dis in the
hwndreds, in their (housands, to
defent mpression, then its days are
e el

Phil Hearse
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New Tory
legal threat
to unions

The latest attack by the government on
trade union rights is the Green Paper
which bears the unintentionally
humorous title Removing Barriers o
Employment.

This paper, presented to parliament in March
thiz wyear, proposes Wy give new nighls to
prospective workers denied acvess to a job by
theiremployer because they do not hold s union
card, These non-unionists will be able to go to
an industrial tribunal where they can confident-
Iy expect to get a compensation payment of up
o £8.925. Naturally enough there is no
proposed legislation which would give similar
rights Lo & wodter denied a job becanse thiey
were members of a prion.

The Green Paper also proposes removing
further legal protection from secondary dis
putes where the other employer is supplying
goods to the boss who is in dispule with the
original strikers. Workers on strike who call on
others to lake sympathetic action and embargo
goods destined for their employer will lace
legal pepalties.

Il the recent proposals had been on the
statule book in 1988, then the threat of the Ford
workers Lo lake industrial action over the
‘single umon’ deal at Dundes would have been
in defiance of the law, and therefore subject to
legal penalties. The proposals also recommend
giving more powers o the so-called Commis-
siomer forthe Rights of LTnion Members, as well
as extending strike balloting laws to cover
people working under ‘contracts for service'
which would affect many people like reelance
wrlers.

Along with the present Employment Bill,
due Lo go on the statute book in the autumn of
this year, the Green Paper, which becomes law
in 1990 will be the seventh pilece of anti trade
union legislation since the Tores were elected
in 1979, Unlike Laboor's I Place af Strife, or
Heath's 1971 Industnal Relations Act, this ad-
ministration has not tned to curb union nghts
in one fell swoop. It has, instead, at two yearly
witervals, consiatently emded the nghis of trade
union membera by the device of amending the
existing laws which operute in the industrial
imbunels and the civil courts

Unicnsg can be sued by employers, their owm
members, and by third parties who  have suf-
fered damages ansing from what they define as
unlawiul action. Most secondary scnon i= un-
lawlul, and if Remaving the Barriers 1o
Ermpleryment becomes law, will be even more
so, Political strikes are in breach of the law,
Employers have been pranted greater freedom
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to dismiss sinkers.
Unions are nol al-
lowed Lo discipline
members: who
refuze toahide by a
strike vole, even
though the ballot
has heen camied oot
under the
governmenl's
siringent hallot
rules.

If unions do dis-
cipline their mem-
bers for scabbing,

then the atrike- #

breaker is cntiled Removing the barriers to union-busting: Thate

o

b ay i

n
her’s seveni

to compensation. anti-union package is coming — with no TUC opposition in sight

All these measures

which are designed to make sure that workers
find it more and more difficalt to cither call &
strike, or win one, are further reinforced by
legistation that forbids picketing by strikers
anywhere but af their own place of work.

As recent disputes have shown, sequesira-
tion of union funds is a powerful weapon in the
hands of both the state ond the employers.
Ulnions can be bankmupted and often the threat
of sequestation iz encugh to muake the tmid
bureaucrats who lead most of Botsin's unions
rin fior cover.

Unions can not now mimborse members'
legal expenses for offences allegedly com-
nuitted during a strike. However, workers who

| want to take action in the cours against their

union are given a lielping hend. A Central OF
fice of Information leaflet explains how the
Commizsioner for the Rights of Trade Union
Members can probably help them. It says that
even il the litigant {oses the case in the courts,
provided it ‘was browght with the
Commissioner’s assislance the Commissioner
will hear the costs awarded sgainst you”

But state perierosity does not extend Lo those
wonrkers victimised, or discriminated agamst,
whio want to take their grisvince Lo an indusiral
tribunal. ln 1979, six months® service gualified
# worker to appeal against unfair dismuigs:il
This now stands al twn years, Furthermone, i is
propased thal industrial tibapals can demand
that the claimant pays a deposit before their
case is heard. Even if the claim is upheld, there
i mo nght 1o a statulory minimum payment,
which ix ruther a contrast lo the compensation
of up to EB925 the dismissed non-unionis
might pick up.

The Employment Bill is 5 real onslaught on

employment protection nights. Clause eight of
this Bill amends existing laws, particolarly the
1961 Factory Act, so as to remove pestrictions
on the employment of young people between
16 and 18. As aresuli many of the present limits
om hours ol work — (otal daily hours, weekznd
work, night work and shifi working times; and
half-day biolidays for young persons under the
1950 Shops Act will bhe repealed. Women
workers in [imms employing five or less people
a0 longer have the mght to refum o work after
malemity leave, Restrictions on women daing
night work will be repealed.

Clause 1en of the Bill makes amendments to
the previous righir of all employees 1o
reasnnable time off work, with pay, to carry out
the dutics of a anion offictal, i that union =
recognised by management. The amendments
limit paid time off for wuen work and tme off
for irnining to matlers in which the union i
recognised by the eimployer. This will severe-
Iy restnict the time lay officials can take off for
their union duties and for wnion training
schemes.

This constant attempt by the government 1o
undermine basic trade union rights and
workers' job conditions has attracted criticism
frizn far beyond the Brtish labnor movement,

The Geneva-based United Nations Intema-
tional Labour Organisation, has called for
legizlation 1o hring Britain into loe will the
minimum requirements accepted by over 100
countries throughout the world, It poists owt
that Britain has hroken intemational conven-
tions un eight coants. It lists these as follows:

@ The union han at GCHO.

® The demial of negotiating rights o
tenchers.

® Aflowing employers 1o blacklisl wnion
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o
Up against the law: dockers lobby
mernbeers,

® Restricnons onunions’ nghtsio discipline
members,

® The ban on unions paying fings on
mermbars” behalf.

® 'The ban nn sympathetic achinn

® Allowing employers 1o split companics
artificially to lrmil indastral action.

® Allowmpemployers o sack workers wheo
o on stike.

Even the Cathohe Chumch, hardly a body
known Tor its advocacy of class struggle
militancy has pwned in the protests amainst
Tharcher's anti-union policies. A Catholic
Truth Sociely publicetum A Threefold Clird,
neting that niodem technology can often main-
tumn production long enough for srkers (o ex-
haust emselver, conclude thar [(6) per cent
suppett of emiployees and pickels i *ahsolule-
Iy necessary’ [ therelore cnticises the legista-
tiomy thar allovacs unsenmembens o del y majonty
yoles, with the spt commen) * il o member ol
the goverumen! were 0 vole againsl govern-
mignt policy. that member would be shown the
doere very quickly.”

IF oty the Labour Pary was =0 fonhinght in
yiscriticisms of e anti union laws! The policy
review hascione opwith nothing specific. It has
pot one wonk o say on the vital issoe of picks
eting, Althongh Michael Meacher, the shadnw
employieit seeretary, did talk on television
ghout unions having the nght in ceran inslan-
ced, o ke secondary action, be in no way ar-
gued that Labour should abolish the Tones’
anti-picketing legislatinn. Even thiz mild stand
lsis brotght the wrath of Kinonock aad the "new
wealists’ down on his bead and the Surdoy
Timer nf 28 May reponed that in October
Meacher would be sacked from his job and
teplaced by o moderate who would belp 1o
“ahed Labour’s nape of being dominaled by

PHOTS: Jahn )

the uninny.”

{3ne of Laboor's mew dd-men, Leskic Butter-
field, whosmyobved weselling Kinnock to the
electoes, oolls the new policy stance “the new
malism’ which he révkons 1o be 5 “highly
marketable product”. Speaking about the
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Retreann before the law: Ron Todd

Pepple af Woerk, Bulterlield commented: "1ty
nit saying we will repeal every bt of lndustial
refagions legislation since 1979 A Bill of
Bights for the workforce offers a lot, and
doesn't glve carte blanche for secondary pick-
eting.’

Mow as Peter Mandetzan. Labaur®s publicity
suprere, and lusoad team are far better -
foimed oo pollcy matters than Labour' s elected
wational executive, you can take whal Mr But-
terfield says as being from the horse’s mouth.
Kinnock's new realisim is going to be very short
pn restonng unien rights, Their concemn s wath
assuring the bourgeoisic that Labour i Lil to
govermn — trade univn members” democmtic
rights come a poor second.

The struggle agmnst Thalcher's anti-frade
nion laws cammol be safely left in the hands of
the ‘new realisis”. Kight now a campaign must
begin in the copstitiency parties and in the
pminng, which insiste that a new Labour govern-
ment will repeal all the mbi-union legislation
bronghl in since 1979,

The unions are the defensive organisations
al tlie working clazs. They are the means
when-hy workers defend their living stundards,
protect health and safety at work, and defend
their members against unfar dismmssad and vic-
timisation. It is the members alone who should
decide when and where to sinike, They must
decide whether or not 1o discipline scabs who
have put their own selfish interests above thoue
ul Uie niafority of the mernbers. 1Umust be the
rasik and flle and their elected representatives

who determine how a umon spends 1is money,
Noue of these malters should be the preroga-
tive of mm-slected High Cour judges, who are
oily loval and responsible o the bourpeois
STare.

Without placing any reliance on the
capitadist BEC, we should nevertheless demand
that many of the aspects of its Social Charter
are implemented. Panticularly those covenng
minitmum hours of work, access to decent
silares; the right of all citizens o social
henefits, the right o belong to a tade union,
the nght 1o strike and for a guamnteed mini-
mum wage. Bul even those quite mode =t
recommendations are not goning to he handed
down courtesy of -a Tory govermment.
Thatcher's present ravings agalnst Brossels ae
in po small part attributable to the Social
Chanter

Oty resolute trade union struggle wall en-
sure that thess recommendations are schieved.
Al that means deflying the govermment "= anti-
univn laws. Becanze the unions failed fo take
an i law, tade unionism was wiped out at
GCHO. For Thatcher, Cheltenhzm was just one
siep along the mud to rendenng the unions
powerless. She and her cabinet are determined
to bring in legislation thar eventoally will
preventall strikes. Evenif they do not see them-
selves able to climinate the trade uninns in the
foresceable future, they do nlend 1o render
them ineffecmal,

Labour by its silence over its proposals on
indusirial relations has spoken volumes. There
is no guarantes thal Labour will win the nexi
election. Mot 13 there any gusraniee that if it
does do, that it will pestones o the union mem-
bers their hasic fghts, By all means let uscam-
paign Lo comntit Labour o a policy of total
repeal, bt ket us stant the fight now 1o build o
moveienl nghl acmss the unions which is
prepared Wy break the Tomes" ant-union laws.
That i the only way o win back the demic ratic
nghts of the woking people, which the stae
and it2 courts have stolen fmom them in the last
Ten years.

By Janpt Knight
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Chesterfield -
third time
around

The sceptics who thoughi the Sociakist
Conference wouldn't survive have been
confounded. On the weekend of June
17-18 it holds its third annowal con-
ference, this time in Sheffield.

Even better, thers i a propozal from the or-
ganigers (o change the name to the Socualist
Movement, This implies a higher level of o
gunisalion, proper membership, an office and
fuell-time workers to further the movement,

With the Labour Pamy and teade onion
teuderships still espousing thelr mew realist
politics, the Socialist Conference is the only vi-
ahle, broad national organmsanon on the feft
prepared to fight Thatcher pow and offenng a
political altemative, rather than weakly calling
for everyone to hold on until we can elect a
Labour Government. Its twin-track policy of
organising both jnside and outside the Labour
Purty, in the trade unions and in the cumpaigns
iz alsn the only conceivable way forsard for
rebuilding the Teft after the hammering it bas
had from a guvemsent ntent on destroying
soctalist ideas in Britain and from the new
realist leadership of the Labour movement

Mor is the siuation as bleak as i has been,
With Thatcher's economic policy in tatfers —
huge trade deficlts. n=ing inflation, and interest
ratescrippling industry and now o lerge propor
ticw of mo-ngagc -paying home-owners — many
groups of workers are beginning to fight back
anil demand wage riscs at leazt as high a= infla-
ticn. Thiz in tum 18 giving confidence 1o nther
groups to fight other aspects of the bosses” of-
fensive and Tory moves towards [urther
privatisation. The momen

of trade unions among
Chesrerfield supp-
poaters, the links are
much weaker. There :
has been wmne pood PEEES
work done by the trade
univn - policy group
and the links made he-
tween the Solidanty
Metwork and the Con-
ferenoe ame important.
But the links with left
trade undon tendenc les
are sl weak, and
there is no trde wmon
equivalent to the Campalgn Group of MPs.

But if the situation of the left in the unionsis
weakl, the situation in the Labour Party iz alan
difficelt. Many members are drifing out be-
cause they cannot see any way forward in the
Party — here les the importance of omganising
the left in the constituencies. I the Socializt
Conference ms itself into an organised move-
menl, ilx relslionship to the Labour Pary will
be pul inttr sharp [oous — bath for the left and
for Kinnock

Just ot the point when Thatcher iz looking
wizaker Lhan al any time since before the Mal-
vinar War, at the poinl when the mass of the
workimy class are turming again to the Labour
Party io solve itz pmblems, to be ourzide those
developments would be s disaster. When the
ancialist left is Oighting againsat the sream, any
discussion about separation {rom the Laboor
Party or the lormation of 8 new parfy is prema
ture. The task of the Socialist Conference 1210
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Never to ba forgolten? This year's Soclalist Conference will
be ariended for the first time by Ken Livingstona
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prowide o real focus for all these who want to
fight the Toncs and who sce the current Labour
leadership as a block against any fightback.
For any who doubt the overwhelming im-
portance of the Labour Party with itz base in
the triule unions the history of the old Indepen-
dent Labour Party (ILP) is a sobering one. In
the eury 1930011 had ap 1o 100,000 members,
thougl may of tese were on paper only. At
its split froan e Labour Pardy in 1932 (at the
wrong time and oo the wrong 1ssue), it had al
most 17008 members, though many older
members resigned at this lime, leaving politics
altogether or rejoining the. Labmur Pary. By
1935 they were down o 4,50}, and a year later
down again o an effecove membership of
Lo, Trorsky argued that part of the reason
tor the ILP's dramatic decline was that:
having become an independent party,
the ILI tumed vt toward the rade unions and

| the Labour Pary, not towanl the masses al-

is therefore ripe for the
Sogialist Conferenee tocon-
solidate it=elf into A class

Women For Socialism at Sheffield

stmuggle current — 4 move
ment which defends the in-
terests of the working class
as well as Thatcher delends
the interests of her class
The strengths ol the com-
ponent pants of the Con-
ference however, are un
even. There is no dould that J
the vast majority of the |
people who ook to Chestes
field are in the Labour Party.
With a number of the bes
Campaign Groap MPs in-
volved, the finks with the
Party ore strong, as of
cnurse they should be But
the same cannot be snid of
the trade unions. Despite a
similar level of memberslup

After its own successful con-
ference in Febroary, Women
For Socialism will be at the
Socialist Conference in Shef-
field, raising to the cenfre stage
the concerns and strupples of
women and building the wider

movement for socialism.
During the Policy Group

| Workshops there will be two plen-

nry scssions on womon's podicy on
Intermationalizs and  on The
Economy and the Changmmyg FPai-
terns if Women"s Employment,

The plenury wnd wodcshops on
intemationalism will be o good op-
portunily o build the links between
anti-racist und enti-impenalist st e-
gles as they are experienced by
womnen. It is hoped that the newly

formed Women Against Fundamen-
tetlizmr wAll be Al the confercoce,
which will allow lollow-up discus-
sion from the Fehmary confercnce
on Lhe issues razsed by the Rushdic
affair, as well as more debate on the
general questions of intemational
solidarity.

hscussion on the economy and
women's employment too will
provide & means Io undemstand the
effects of the changing economic
and demographic situation on
wimen and work. It is well known
that women have suffered from the
changing patterns of employment,
with very large numbers working
part-time, Hexible hours or in lem-
porary work — none of which cary
stamitory benefits such as sick pay,
nyatemity leave, or holiday pay.

The demographic changes which
mean less and less wained 16-18
year olds coming onto the job
market have led some large
emplayers to inroduce workplace
purseries. While we should wel:
coine L, it is also obviows that such
nurseries will be svailable only 1o
the hetter-pard, full-time women
workers, and as council and siale
child care suffers from the aftacks on
local government spending, the oul-
come will be fewer plnces for the
umder-fives.

On Sulurday there will be two
houes of specilic time set aside for
Women For Socsalism. These ses
sims will be practical and will be
very useful Lo draw women into the
activities of Women For Socialism
o1 e groumd.

Fage B
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tngether, but
toward the
Communist
Party ... which
lLiad proven ils
burcaucratic
dullness and
ahsolute in-
ability o ap-
proszch  the
[working]
class.”
(Tromky's
Weitings an
Britain, Vol.3,
Page 95) i

The long§
perm aim today §
must be to Jeamn i
these lessons, 5 i
and build a pew & 28
national lefl g
wing move-g
ment becanse
lhe election of &
new realist
Labour Government will solve few of the
problems facing working people in Brtain.
With policies indistinpuishable from those of
the Callaghan Govemment, we are likely tosee
a Kinnock Government make the same mis-
takes. There will be anti-working class
measnres, austerly, and capitulation to the
=mands of capital beth naticnally and intema-
tiogally. The decisive shifts achieved by
Thatcher on democratic rghts incloding the
tight 1o simke, the right 1 decent housing, free
education, health care; the oght 1o free speech,
tn freedom from racial attack, and o sexual
choive, will not be reversed by Kinnock

The vne differcnce —and it i3 8 central one —
iz that the election ol o Labeur government will
create 3 wave of optimism and confidence
ammong the working class and the oppressed.
The anger, when this optimism i seen to have
been misplaced, conld be very widespread
Combined with & new confidence, it coald
create very important 16ft developments bothin
the labour Party and the unions. Tr be ex-
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Chesterfield’s sirength in the Labour Party hes not been matched in the unions

TIHE

&

cluded from this either by design or by accident
would be disastrous,

The centrality of the trade unions and strug-
gles in the workplaces means that Chesterfield
must pul & Il of energy into both developing
policy and intn supparting sirikes as they ariss,
for examplean the docks, smong the teasport
uninns, and in the NHS wnions in the fight

against the While Paper, 1f it 1= to build the Jelt |

and pain credibility in that sector.

Faqually the question of democratic aghts, ol
all levels, 18 very imporant, given the aclieve-
ments of the Tory government Chesterfield
will have Lo give support Lo black people fight-
ing the racist state and against racist attacks and
te leshians and gay men in their fight to make
their own sexeal choice without suffering dis-
crindnation. as well as suppoming copstitulion-
al change o moke the copilalisl stule more
demncratic

The third area where Chesterlield should
place 1i4 energies wnd mesoumes s amongst
wammen. Women hove bome the brunt of many

utlacks by this fiest British govemment 1o be led

OCIALIST
ONFERENCE

by a woman! The
shift from full-Hime
ta parnt-time and
temporary work
has kit women
hanl; the redoction
in social services
has made many
into  full-time

Lo carers al home; the

\ cnisis in the family,

51 i with un]}r 27 per

} cenlnow living in a
traditionul ‘nuclear
family’, aflects
women above all
But women have
continually been
among  those
prepared to fight
back. The uwltra-
right have as yet
been wnable 1o
legislate to change
the 1967 Abortion
Act 1n the face of
mass resistance by women, Women have been
in the forefront, leading stuggles ngainst
Thatcher"s policies in the NHS and teaching for
example. -

Women For Socialism, with its three
hundred or so members and its very successiul
400-strong first conference behind it, provides
the autonomous, organisational form through
which Chesterfield can both support women
fighting for their nghts and develop policy
which puts women's rights at the centre of our
demands. le aim of trying to build a socialist-
feminist current is o bold and difficelt one, bt
i5 nevertheless as necessary as 1 the building
of a lefi cument mn the trade umons, in the
Labour Party and in the campaigns

Lastly there are several national and infems
tinnal campaigns o which Chesterficld must
relate and openly huld, if it 15 10 be secn a5 a
useful vehicle for fighling back ogainst
Thatcher, It must be mare prominenl in huild-
ing resistance to the Poll Tax, partivularty at the
national level; this must include opposibon o

registmation and refusal to pay,

It should also suppen all campaigns
fighting for the withdrawal of British

“troweps from Morthem Ireland. It should
give wholehearted support to the libera.
tion sirnggles in Sooth Africa and
Central America, And it should continue
the fight to defend the Labowr Pardy’s
unilatemalist policy,

IT the Socialist Conference agrees 1o
transform itsell into & movement that
really orpanises the rank and Gle aiud
continues its twin track policy of bulld
wng inside and outside the Labour Party,
inthe frade unions and campaigns, on the
grosnd in the strugples but also at leader-
ship level, then s future looks preity
gooil 1t wall vemain the emly polilically
gignificant left current in nativnal
polibes inday.

Jane Kelly
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The Socialist Conference has never been
strong in the nmions, not least because it
emerged in 1987 as an opposition to new
realism, the bedrock of which was al-
ways in the top levels of the trade
unions,

The exception has been & section of the
MNUM lzadership ander Arhor Scargill and
Peter Heathfield, reflecting their distinctive
political line within the trade union movement,
and the support given to the miners’ sirike by
Tony Benn others now at the cenler of the
Socialist Conference movemenl

Potential trade union support for the
Socialist Conference has always been at
regional and local level and amongst the rank
and file, mther than at national level. The Ben-
nite movement of the early 1980s had strong
support amongst the rank and file of Lhe trade
umions. despite itz tendency to lock more
towards left wing full-time officials. Much of
that sopport is potentially still there, although it
has never been properly addressed or or-
ganised.

The first Socialist Conference had virlually
rie trade uniom side to il Althgough il was al-
tended by a large number of trade unionists, in-
cluding mnk and file miners, it did not address
their problems or give them a perspective, The
second Conlerence wad belter, but Scargill was
nol there and did not organise his potential sup-
prort for it

Despite these weaknesses, there has been n
clear wallingness in the Socialist Confercnce to
take on trade pnion issues, and some progress
has been made. Now new apportinities present
themselves. Whalever the outcome of the
present wave of dispules il is clear that there is
a significant change of mood in the working
¢lass, which opens up the possibility of a ght-
back

What makes a Socialist Conference trade
unicen initiafive important :s that despite this
rige in the level of militancy and struggle, "new
reallsm” continues to dominate the leadership
in both the irade anions and the Labour Party,
which are in fact gill moving tothe right. In this
sifuation, with the rank and file on the move and
leadership in continued retreat, there is a clear
vpening for the Socialist Conference. There is
alrady evidence of regenertion of rank and
file orgamisation. The Sociahst Conference is
by far the bed placed of any political curment to
promiote such a developmenr,

To fill this vacuum, howewver, the Socialist
Conference muost have a campaigning stance
and # class stroggle Tine within the unions. I
must be secn as the main force tackling new
realism in the unions as well a5 the Laboor
Party. The Socialist Conference has 1o have an
cffective eply 1o Kinnock's Policy Review,
and that debate has o be had out in the trade
unions and at union conferences. This invalves
the defence of unilateral nuclesr disarmament
and the fight for the implementation of such a
policy when Labour is in office, It alwo calls for
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Time to target the trade
unions

policies to re-nationalise privatised in-
dustry and services, and reverse Tory 5
altacks on the democratic nghts of the
working class.

Socialists need campaigning
priorities for their rade anion work,

The trade unions and the =
law =]

The Socialist Conference must have
a ¢lear pogition on the use of the law
againsgt the unions — hoth the need 1o
break the Tory laws and for their repeal by a fu-
ture Labour Government, Recent court
decisions show time and agam that the Tory
anti-union laws and the way they are ased by
the courts are the single most serious problem
faced by the trade union movement in Britain
today. The very nght to strike in this country is
now seripusly threatened by these laws,

The trude wnion movement has been
weakened, but is still more than strong enough
to take on thess laws and defeat them — the
prublem is that the leadership is opposed to any
auch action,

Solldarity with struggles

The Socialist Conference has a good record
ol =olidarity with those in stroggle and is well
prepared 1o give solidarity to the dockers, par-
ticularly through its links with the Solidanty
Metwork. A successful rally was held last year
in Finsbury Town Halland a series of rallies are
planned —in London, Livespoot, Hull and Glas-
gow n support of the dockers,

The employers’ offensive

Under Thatcher the employers have intro
duced a range of new working practices includ-
ing participatory echniques such as “yualily
cirgles’ and “team leaders” imporied from the
USA and Japan, They have introduced
Dexibility, multi-skilling and new shiff par
tems, The Socialist Confersnce needs inbe able
to address these problems if it 1s o become a
force in the unions,

Privatisation and the
attacks on the NHS

Socialists in the unions have 1o discussan of-
fedtive stralegy against privatisation and the at-
tacks on the health service. Privatisation is an
issue inmany of the present pay rounds, where
bargaining structures are being changed ready
for zell-off. Opposition to the cuts in the NHS
and the NHS White Paper could be prganised
[ar more effectively if socialists became more
imvolved and active in health campaigns.

1992:

The Single European Market m 1992 i a
inajor challenge o the tmde union movement
i Britain, The Socialist Conference should be
opposed to the EEC and the measures it
promiodes agamsi the working class —noton the
basis ol defending ‘Bntish soversimty’, bul
from the point of view of delending the inde-

Scargill: Isclated opponent of the new realism
pendent interests of the Buropean and infema-
tional working class.

Health and safety

Healih end safety at work and in the com-
munity is now amajor political issue in Britain.
Hilisbough, the Herald of Free Enterprise, Miper
Alpha, Kings Cross, the Clapham rail crash, the
escalation of accidents on building sites and the
drop in safety standards in industey all have 2
common factor in the kind of society the Tories
are tring to build They have weakened trade
unien orgunisation —which at the end of the day
is the only real safepuard of safety standards.
The Health and Safety conference, organised
jmintly by the Socialist Conlerence and the
Solidarity Network, was 8 useful contrbution
to understanding this problem.

Democratising the unions

The Socialist conference shouold szce the
demnocratieation of the unions as a major cam-
paigning prionty, Aghting for democratic nter-
pal union procedures; adegeate iuformation tn
members; mass mestings and democratic bal-
leing procedires free Mrom the influence of the
courls; theregular election of all union officials,
and the democratization of the block voie at
Labwour Party conference

It the Socialist Conference is 1o cumpaign ef-
fectively on such policies in the unions, it needs
to be much better orgamized. The Trade Union
policy group needs 1o be strengthensd wnd
regional policy groups shoold be set up, There
iz already a positive iniliative in the West Mid-
lands to organise along these lines. The
Socialist Conference should support and help
o organisc lefi groupings and Broad Lefis
within the unions, and should give full and we-
tive support to trade union rank and fle move-
ments.

The vonference of trude unionists belng or-
ganised by the Socialist Conlerence in Movem-
ber can provide an unportant forum to discuss
these issnes and the general relevance of the
tradde uniunn movement in the |9k, It should
electa broadly based trade union steering com
nuttee which can organise and de velop the

| warious aspects of trade union work.

If this i1s dione serionsly, this type of work by
socialists in the unions can also play o key role
in the political Gght apainst Kinnock’s pew
realism in the Labour Party. That 1= the chal-
lenge before this year's Socialisi Conference

Alan Lhornet
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Belore the crackdown: mass rallles of students spread lo the .’arges city,

0]

Shanghal

Behind the crisis of
Chinese Stalinism

PHIL HEARSE offers a historlcal overview of the developments in China, and an
assessment of the issues at stake and the factional struggles in the leadership which
paved the way for the dramatic events in Beijing.

The extraordinary amnti-
bureaucratic mavement of the
(Chinese students and workers
has arisen from the inequalities
and injustices created by the
home-growa version of ‘markel
sucialism’, a precursor of
‘perestroika’ in the Soviet
Union.

This hpz gvolved the de-collee
tivisntinn of agnculnire, the re-es
tabljshiment of 3 stroag privite seclo
in indestry ( partially by collabomtion
with intermatonal capitalland the mes-
toration of the pmfit mohve as the
gulding force in the ecopomy, It has
lsp meant linge attacks on the basic
rights of employmesnt and wape-
equality enjoyed by the Chinese
working chass (e soocalled “lron vice
hawl',

‘Market socialisin® in China has
gine much further than in the Sovier
Umin, what we wanl to attsmpt 1o
answer here is the question why the

Chinese leadess adopted this aad_ and
what its consequences have been. To
get o grips with this it is really neces-
gary to sttempt an understanding of
the dnft ol the Chinese gconmny, su-
cial stuggles and politics since the
1950,

From the ‘Great Leap
Forward’ to the
‘Cultural Revolution’

Ihe victory of the revolotion m
1949 oreated the basis to begin Lhe
process of industrinlisation in Chinn.
Between 1949 and 195 1/2 a single un-
fed state, with & mngle currency wes
created; large indnstry was bil-by-bi
taken over (although with huge pay
ouls 1o the former capitalist owners)
rnd the collectivisation of agriculture
begun. The Mao Zedong leaderslup,
copying the pattemn of developient in
Stalin’s Russia, put the main empliasis
on the development of heavy lndustry,
af Ui expense of resources o light in
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dustry and agriculmre,

The significance of this one-sided
emphasis clorely parallels some of the
dehates which took place i the Soviet
Linion between the Stalinists and the
Left Opposition over the pace of in-
dusinalization and relalions between
indastey and the peasantry. By putting
all the emphasis on heavy industry —
in pther words trying to force the pace
of ndustrislisation beyond what was
sustainable by a poor economy based
on agriculture — the Maoist leadership
created an econmmy which failed 1o
produce goods fur exchange with the
peasantry, and for the mechamzation
and development of agriculture,

It is true that thanks to collectiviza-
tion, agnouliural productiviry in-
creased. But by the mid- [ 9505 the fm-
halance berween heavy industry and
Light industry and agncolture was uhe
vious, with agrculiore lagging way
helund. Alter o fierce debute om the
way forward in [955.7_ (the so-called
‘rectification campaign’ and the *let a

the Maoist
leadership
created an
economy
which failed
to produce
goods for
exchange
with the
peasantry,
and for the
develop-
ment of
griculture.”
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Bureaucratic volurtarism:

The Great
Leap can be
described
as left-
bureaucratic
voluntarism,
typical of
Mao
Zedong'’s
thought. lts
result was
disastrous
all round.
The whole

economy
went into
anarchy and
crisis”™
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hundred flowers bloom® campaign)
Man decided 1o attempt to hreak ouf of
the vizious circle by an extraordinary
volontarist mobilisation of the
peasantry — the ‘Great Leap Forwaid'
of 1957-49,

The Great Teap Boreard is seminal
in understanding the character of the
Maoiat leadership, as we shall show.
In the Great Leap mitllions of peasants
were organized into giant ‘Peoples
Communes' each of thousands of
people. The Commiunes were to be
giunl centres of agriculmral prodisc.
tinn and At the same time Tural-in-
dustrial prodoction  centres,
Everywhere ad-hoc iron and steel
prodducing units were set up in hack-
yards, hoth in the towns and in the
couniryside, The peasants were
coerced inlo the Communes. All
privite properly of the peasants, in-
cluding land plots and personal pos-
sessions were vonfiscated A gemi-
military diserphne prevailed

The Great Leap waz hailed. by
idealisic foreign nhsetvers as e of
the great hreakthmuoghs in developing
conmtries of the century, Tn fact 1t had
soome parallels with the lorcible collec-
tvigation of the peasapry in Russin
The whole exercise can he desenbed
ag left-bureoueratic voluntarism, typi-
cal of Mao Zedong" s thooght. lis rerall
wis disastrous all round. The whole
economy went iito anarchy and criss,
as agricubiure beeame Tess productive
and industry was dislocaled by tens ol
thonzands of ad-hoc experiments in
stee] prowduction. A huge drought in
1959 further ndded to the catagrople,
It i now kuown that millions ol
peasants died of starvation as a direct
reiult of the orists. The Great Leap led
ter u hgre fight nmde the upper munks
of the bureancratic apparatus.

The debate over the Great Ledp
began to interseut with a strugele over
"military policy” and the dehates in

Wil
'- [ w0 = "I'
building a canal near Beijing during the ‘Greal Leap Forwa

™

side the international communist
movement, Army leades Peng Dehuad
{"eng Teh-huai), commander of the
Chinese troops during the Korean war,
strexsed the need foramodemconven-
tional weapons and s modeni conven-
tinnal army to meet the threat of mm-
perialism. Mun on the nther hand
stressed the importance of guerilla
warfare, "peoples war'. The link of this
debate with forelgn policy was of
course that the only realistic zonmee of
the most up-to-date weapons was the
Soviel Union. Peng Dehuai fended
towards an alliance with the Soviel
Union, while Sino-Soviel relations
were coming under heavy strain,

The debute over the Great Leap,
and foreign and military pohcy came
1o a head at the ‘Lushan conterence”
(30 named after the city in which the
Central Committes plenunm was held)
in Angust 1959, Ranged against the
Mao leadership was Peng Dichani, and
nld time € leader Yhang Wentian,
tacitly suppuosted by themayorof Besj-
ing Peng Zhen (Peng Chenj, The
proceedings of the Lushan confercnce
have never been pablished, but in its
wake the Great Leap was shandoned,
the communes were scaled down o
digbanded nnd the experiment in bick-
yard stecl production was ahbanduned,
Oy the other hand, Mac's political
leadership cmerged strengthened.
Peng Dichua was purged.

But out of the everits leading up to
the Loshan conflerence, two disiinct
tactions had cmerged in the leadesstup

that led by Moo and including as a
moderating infuence Zhou Enlai
{Chow En-lai), ond the otherled by Liu
Shaogi (Lag Shao-chi) and ... Deng
Kiaoping. The debate between e ron
was essenlinlly 4 dehate about the
form of bumawmtic rule. Deng and
Lin opposed the “lefi’ policy of
hurcaucratic mass mobilisation wnd
voluntanstic lorchies, andlosked 1o the

more ‘siable’ and
‘conservative’ form of rule
which existed in the Soviet
Union, In practice this
mieanl more conressons o
the rich and middle
poasants, & slower mic of
industrialisation and a
move away from China’s
intemational revolulonary
rthetoric Iowards a° more
open embracing of peace-
ful co-existence with 1m-
perializm.

1965 was a key tuming
point in this factional
struggle. In August of that
year the pm-Chinese In-
donesian Commupnist
Party, which co-ordinated
its stratcgy closely with
Beijing, was maszacred by
an army coup (with over
one million dead), Many Chinese
lcaders blamed Mao for the Gasco,
After the Indonesian defeat Mao fefr
Beijisg and went to Shanghai for six
months, leaving puricipation in the
leadership hewdies of the party and
state, Tn fact Mao had gone to Shan-
ghai where the pary leadership was
loyal to hiny in order o prepare his
cnunter-aftack. Oul of it came the
‘Great Proletarian  Cwoltoral
Revolution”.

The Cultursl Revolution was one
of the most momentous — and most
misunderstood — events of modem
times. Widely acclaimed by the leftin
the Wesf as a fight against
bhureagceatizm and the contimuation of
the class strugpele under serciabisan, it
was in [oct & stoggle by Moo and the
left-burescratic faction in the eader-
ship, to defeat their factional op-
penents. Millions of high school and
universily youlth were mobilised as
"Red Guards' by sections of the pary
Toyal 1o Mao and the army 1o defeat
‘lop puty PCOPIE in authonty t.'l.k.ln_g
the capitalist mad’.

Fur from being a democrautic mass
movement the Cuolmural Revolution
waz a reign of lemror and philistinism
in which thousands were murdered,
tortured and humiliated by Mao's
youthful realoes. Lin Shaoqi ded in
prison in 1968 alier belng brutally toi
fured m ‘strupgle sessions” agpninst
him. Peng Dehual eventoally died in
jail in 1974 after being tortured more
than |30 umes and kept in harbaric
conditivns, The cult of Mao's per-
sonality, the sayings of Mao's ‘Litile
Red Buook " and the fanabical destmc-
tion ol ‘bourgeois’ culture thrust
China into ohscurnniysn and chans:

[n effect Man dedong mpn:su:nlcd
a minonry 1 the leadership of the
party and went outside its formal
structures 1o mnbilize millions of
youth agains the leadership majonty-
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The Red Guinds
were used s the
shock troops to
smash regional
and local party
ofEanisations op-
posed Lo Mao.
Eev tohis allian-
cea was  the
leaderstup of the
Peuples Libera-
Lion Army
(PLA), per-
sonified by apmy
leader Lin Biao
{Lin Pian). His
famous text
‘Long Live the
Victory of
Peaple's War®
(1965) 15 the
classic statement
of Mao's line on
military policy
againsl the
‘rightist’ views
of Peng fehuoa.
Inevitably,
however, the
miss  movemont
generaled by e
Red Guards pot
out of:contral,
despite the hnge effort ot prganizing
them by the PLA. In industninl centmes
workers fought back sgwinst the Red
Guard thogs. Different lactions
emerged amongst the youth and
workers [phting over what was the
correct interpretation of ‘Mao Zedony
thonght’. In many towns, pitched bai-
tles uring Mirearms and even amoured
cars were foupht berween different
factinns of the Red Guards: more and
more Jocal workers organisalions and
the army were drawn inio the military
conflict. Mao instructed the LA
“suppor the left’ n thess sinagples,
but it beeame mmpossible, o the
profusion of Bed Guard and “nevolu-
ticpary rehel’ proups Heliting one
another to decide who the "lefl” was
The coumty was brioweht 1o the brmk
of economic.and political collapse
¥hen Mao hud dechioed 'hombard
the headguarters’ he had in mind of
course the headguarters of Liu Shaodg
and Deng Xiaoping Too many Red
Guards erarted to homhird any head-
quarers they could find, including
some Wed Guards whe started to ex-
press, noa lenlative woy, oppostiio o
all bureaveracy. In early 1968 Mao,
expecially under pressuee from Zhow
Enlai, devided to pot ao end to the
movement. A key Toming point woas
the decision by the ‘revolutionary
committes' in Sharighai to creale &
*Paris Commune - type admminesiralion
of the city, afier months of hluody
military batties had given the commit-
fee victory over the local pardy ap-

e
s 0
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paralis.

The new line of the Maoist Taction
became the building of ‘theee in one”
revolutionary commitiees. The com-
mittees wene (o consist of Red Goards,
revolutionary ‘esdres’ and the PLA. In
fact this meant demobilising the Red
Guand committees under the tutelage
of the army and the party, Mao closed
down the Red Guards: after theis
demohilization thoosands wene sentto
do menial work in the countrvside, But
the Culmiral Revelution had achieved
irg oyt Mao hiad defeated his faction-
Ml opponents:

From the Cultural
revolution to the
death of Mao

The victory of the Mag faction was
however pyhhric. Moo and his allies
had wan the Ffactional baitle, bat the
havoe wroeght by the cultum| revaln-
thon tumed tens of thousands of pary
cadresagainat the ' leflist bumeaucmtic
commandism of Mago, with its ambi-
tiong to transtorm - gocial relatiops
without having Tirst created the
meaterial conditions forsuch & transfor-
mation, The basgis was therehy created
for o future clash among the different
factions of the burcauvecracy affer
Mao's death in 1976

Durng the Colrieral Revolution a
battle had broken oot between daf-
Ferent vllgoes in the pro-Maoe faction,
Chie waz led by Lin Biao, bassd espe
cially on the PLA vommanders, and
the ather by Mao's wife Jiang Chng,
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The heyday of the Cultural Revelution: a huge pﬂrae in Kwe:'chuwprrfm:u
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with the Fupport of the ‘revalubinnary
commilles” i Shunghai. Al the outasi
of the Cultural Revolotion Lin Biao
had been named as Mao®s successor,
and this was even written into the con-
stitution. But in 1970-71 the strupgle
bermeeen the two growps intensified,
and Jiang Qing’s growp -Inter to be

cote notorious as the "Gang of Four'
—padned theupper hand, Lin Biao died
in 1971, allegedly in r plane crash near
the Mongolian border, *attempting to
esiape 1o the Soviet Union”

Adler Yhou Enlai's death in January
1976, Deng Xisoping, who had en-
joyed Fhou's protection, was dis-
muissed unil fed to Canton. In Septem-
her Mau himself died and a three-way
stiupete for power broke oul Jiang
Qing’s Gang of Four represented the
politics of extreme ‘third perodist”
uftra-left burescrative commandism.
Jisng, who had used her position to
take revenge on political opponents,
and had rum her own torure chambers
durlng rthe Cultural Revolution,
wanicd a metum to the more extreme
policies af the Great Leap Forward
and the Cullural Revolution sisell.
[reng, in hiding, now formed an ol-
Hance with 7hoa Ziyang and con
stituted & ‘nghl’ opposition, A centre
proup was led by Hua Goofeng, whe,
it emerged, hal been nominated by
Mao as hns successor

With Deng in hiding the real strup
gle developed between the Gang of
Four and the Hua Goofeng group, The
Gang plotted o carry oul a military

“Mao
closed

down the
Red
Guards;
after they
were
demobilised
thousands
were sent to
do menial
work in the
countryside.
But the Cul-
tural
Revolution
had
achieved its
aim: Mao
had
defeated his
factional op-
ponents”
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“In 1975
Deng had
written three
documents
(described
by the Gang
of Four as
the ‘three
poisonous
weeds’) in
which he
outlined a
‘new course’
for China’s
develop-
ment”

The Tienan-
men Square
incident of
April 1976,
and the
‘Democracy
Movement’
of 1978-80
are the
precursors
of the cur-
rent
develop-
ments in
China”
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coup, but on the night of
Sth Oclober 1976 Hua,
supported by Wang
Donpxing and Ye
Jianying. peed the
Bejing garmaon to arrest
the Gang al o meeting of
the Politburo in &
presmptory stike. Hua
becumne the new leader,
promising ‘continuty”’
with Mao’s policies.
But the defleat of the
Giang of Four repre-
senled something cm-
cial in the haltle over
China's future: since
the end of the Cultural
Revolution the Com-
munist Party itsell, vir-
tually destroyed by the
Red Guards, had been
rebuill. Porped cadres
and repional party bos
225 had gradually pot
back their posilions.
The defeat of the ‘pang’ represented
the posthumous revenge of the paiTy
apparatus on Mao, despite Lhe acces
sion to power of Hoa Guofeng. The
parly appuratus began lo prepare the
end of all Mao’s policies.

The 'Four
Modernisations’

The pedod 1976-80 represenls a
crifical tuming pomt because it was
during this period that the policy chan-
ges and the leadership team behind the
present Chinese crisis erystallisd. ln
Apdl 1976 the famous Tienanmen
Square “incident’ look place, when a
hundred  thousand  people
demonstrated in memory of Shou
Enfal, demanding democracy and =
beter life, The demonstration was
brutally put down by troops, Foflow-
ing the death of Man, and the smash-
g of the 'Gang of Four', Deng
Kiaoping, who had stroag links with
certain sections of the Hua leadership
{especially Marshall Ye Jianying),
was officially rehahilitated. A roika
took the leadership (Hua, Ye and
Dieng), with Hua Guofeng in 1he ofli-
cial leadership pusibion. But it was
Deng who started 1o make the pace in
the debateson prlicy which ensued.

In 1975 Deng had written three
documents {described by the Gang of
Four as the 'three poisonous weeds')
in which he outlined a wide-renging
‘mew course’ for China’s develop-
ment. The ideas in these documents,
probahly discussed with “hou Eulai
befare his death, becaumns known as the
‘Four Modemisations’. The fouar
modemisations are the updating of in-
dustry, agricultnre, soience and lech-
nology and defence, to make Chana a
ntodemn industnial natien by the year
2000, In 1978 a2 ten year plan was

" .!-:E"‘-‘-_g. % R "E-.. P el " !
Eﬂ sEn of socialism: hard Isbodr In a basket workshap in a Mao Zedang-

style People’s Commune

adopled along the lines of the "foor
modemisations’,

The essence of the four modemisa-
Gons is as follows:

a) de-collectivisation of agnculture
and the recreation of prvate peasant
ferming — although without aholishing
all cio-operatives;

by the modemisation of ndostey
utilising Western management techni-
gues, bonpzes for high production,
profit and loss accounting, and a
‘shake oul” of "surplus labour’;

c} an allempl to mtrodisce a much
more widespread utilization of
Western Lechnulugy through the intro-
duction of Weslem capital in special
enterprise zones and 1n junl projects
with Wostern transnetiomns] corpodi
[ons.

Below we oulline the successes and
falures of this pobey, and its social
consequences, But rwo clements of the
political development must be men-
tioned first

By mid-i978 = hiter batle was
ranging inside the leadership between
the Meng faction and the Hoa faction
The latter wanted Lo identify with Man
and the Cultural Revolation, but dis-
tance itself from the extreme policies
ol the Gang ol Four. Hua's proop was
dubhbed the ‘whateverist’ faction —
whatever Mano said was right - while
the Deng faction became more and
more cntical of Mao's ‘politics In
command” Time. The final victory of
the Deng-Zhao Ziyang group was
achiteved at the 1980 congress, whete
e anti-Mao ‘economics has prionty
over politics” be was adopted, and
Hua resigned ar premierio be replaced
by Zhas,

At the height of the conflict be-
tween the Deng and Hua factlons, in
November 1978, Deng was seen by

o

i

brosd sections of the miasscs as the
more enliphtensd, ant bureaperatic
lender. Suddenly postersclaiming that
Mao had committed many
bureancratic errors appeared on a
stretch of wall opposite the Mao
musenm and around Tiensnmen
Square. This 'democracy wall " muve-
meat was inlemted by the Dengists
who saw il a5 usclul in their battle
againat Hua Almost immediately un:
olficial journals debating every aspect
ol democracy and the coonomic way
lorward appeared. Many purely
Titerary joumals appeared, by a real
dissidents movement developed with
hunreds of joumalsnation wide, Lin-
like the Soviel dissidents at that time,
the Chincse dissidents nearly all ex-
pressed themselves in ternis of Mar
zism and the correct form of
proletarian dictatorship. YViews very
close to Trotskyism and anti-Stalinist
revolulionary socialism were ‘ex
pressed. A Mational Association of
Unofficiel Publicatinns was set up

The Tienanmen Squars incident vl
Apnl 1976, and the "Demociacy
Maowvement” of T978-80are the precur
sors of the current devalopmignis W
China. In hoth these movements aiud
in the currenl events, as far az we
know, noesection of the movment has
called (or re-establishing capiralisn
The “Inlernationale” is the universal
song of protesl — againsl the
bureatcracy but evidentiy not spainst
spcialism

By April 1981 Teng had had
enongh of the *Beijing Spring” move
ment. Hiz power had been con-
apbidoted and the ant-bureaveranc
chamcter of many ol the unofficial
puhlications was begluning to alarm
the authnmtizs. A generd clhoupdown
and mpression ensued. o some cazes
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The demand for demcrac:jr has reemerged, echoing the student siruggles of 1986 and the Beijing Spring of 1880-81

e repressinn was vicions, with
feaderd of the movement being fen-
tenccd to up o 13 years imprisonment

Contradictions of the
New Economic Policy

Tlie mazs siwdenl movement of
December 1986 anrd the present mas-
mive mobiligation directly stem from
fhe eflects of the “New Economly
Policy' inltiated by thi Ten Year Plan
of 19758

In agricultire the pew coononue
thinking has provided for o mn down
of enllecuves and the introduction of
the "howsehold responsibility systeny’
This envizaged the eyual distribation
of land ro peasants e famn bousehold-
by-household, Adlthouph w theory the
land memams oweed by the state, 10
practice there have becimany enses of
the lamd heing. sold to establish Ligge)
plists

The effects of thiz plan have been
teofuld, First - and there i3 po depy
g it —agricibfomal prodoction has in
vreased dramaticalty. The break with
bupesmeratic commandism was wel-
comied by many peasants whi ook the
opportunily o de-regululion Lo
procucee more (0 S mos by selling
thirr prowduce privately w the city and
town markels. Lindoubiedly, heliomne
the de

agriculiure wus sulfermg from the ef-

-eollectivisation Chinese
fears of forced collectivisation, and
peasant resistance 1o this Thas effecl
vlosely pamllels was happened lor
decades in the’ Soviel Union aftes the
forced collectivesation of 1929 31
Hrwever, e abviois social effect
of the "NEP" i agicultore has been

the re-emergence ol sham class dif-
ferentintions among the peasaniry.
Mew layers of rich and middle
peasants have ansen, and hig dis-
prnbies have wrown up in the wealth
of different egitns according to the
natural productivity of agnculiore.
Some
plots

prolefarianised, lurned inte rmral

peasents with unsustainable
have hecome in effeci
jabourers in the employ of och
peasants. Others have lefi the land to
look for work in the cities

In addifon to the class differentia
non among ural (armers, mural n-
dustoal enforpnises anid even social
sirvices Lke schools have come under
what is effectively private coatl, or
at least pnvaie financing

In industry. the basic tizm 0 ap
progel was niade by the “Thiry Poun
Dieeision an Tndustry” sdopted by the
panty Ceptrad Cpmmittee i 1978 Thia
has had the effect of intmducing e new
management atmuctume, replaong the
party and workers” commillees by a
hizrarchical mamsgement  siruc e
Miflerentials in wiapes have heen
ahemply incrmassd, Tens of thousands
ol workers have been fied in an
egonoue ptionalisation’. Secunty
sl r||:|]'_1]|_|1,-'j||_-.‘fi1 and the :ga]iluri;m
ethius have been dispensed with. State
delicit Miaechng in the ten year plan in
industry has impetled inflatien, lead-
ing 0 eciurent price rises of basic
dlagles.

My projects have been stamed
with foreign copmtalist concems, and
Uhinese enterprises encouraged 1o
deal direcily with forcign capital (eth-
nic Chiness abroad have beoen cspe-
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eially encouraged tninvest in China), |
A new olass of Chinese capitalists hes
arsen ey owiens of private venlures;
hut despite this the largest and most
dynamic sector of Chinese industry
remaing in starc hands.

The elfect of the econemoc reforms
in the urban indostnal areas has paml-
leled those in the countryside.
Esonomic lnequality and a black
market have grown up. Chinese mil-
honaires mub shoulders with tens of
thounszands of urban unomployed.
There i= no doobting that the balance
shice! of the ccopomic refoms s
growth - but at the expense of impor-
tant sectons of the workers,

The demand for
‘democracy’

e effect of China's closer m-
tegration with the world mudkel las
been the openug up of China to
ronriem and infonmatien from ahroad,
with throsands of Chinese students
goang to sdvanced capitalist countries
tosmdy. The emenpence of 2 mass st
dent movement for democracy in
Mecember 1986 — the direct descen-
dant of the ‘Beijing Spring” move-
ment — was dimevtly linked the move-
ment of the French studsnts in that
mwicenth, and also (o the announcement
in Taiwan that the ruling Kuomintang
regime was zoing to allow the forma-
tion of an opposition political periy.
The December 1986 movement
spread rapidly to all the main aniver
sities of China, but sl that time
reamined manly Tmited o the s
dents, They demanded an indepepen.
dent student union and the introduc-

“Differen-
tials in
wages have
been in-
creased.
Tens of
thousands
of workers
have been
fired ...
Security of
employ-
ment and
the
egalitarian
ethos have
been dis-
pensed
with”
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“The regime
as a whole —
‘hardliners’
and
‘liberals’ - is
a brutally
repressive
one. Last
year up to
30,000
prisoners,
many of
them
charged
with peity of-
fences, were
executed by
the
authorities,
a clear in-
dication of
the savage
brutality
which the
regime is
capable of”
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On the same road? Deng (left) with former ‘heir apparent’ Zhao Zlyang last year:

lien of *moaltipertyizsm’ aod a
democratic polincal system

The present movement in Beijing,
Shanghai and other mejor centres, in-
volving the mohilisation of millions of
workers, students and intellectuals, s
the continuation of the December
1986 movement. It is inspired not only

by the pitiful and ahject conditions in
which the students live, and their in-
security about getting a job, but by
popular outrage al the inequalitics and
cormuption which have gone with the
reforms. In effect, China has had a
radical ‘peresiroika’ applied fo its
economy, but no ‘glasnost® whatever.

Indecd, the regime as a whole —
‘hardliners" and "liberals” — is a beu-
tally repressive one. Last year up to
30,000 prisonerz, many of them
charged with petty nffcnces, were ex-
equted by the authorities, a clear in-
dication of the savage brutaliry which
the repime is capable of.

The Chisnese students snd the niil-
lions who have mobilised to defend
them have sounded the death knell
for the present system of rale, If Deng
and Li Peng insisl on repression and
refuse to stitute ‘glasnoat'-type
refonms political unrest and bound 10
re-cmetge. Cul of the present move-
ment, new political currents und
movements are bound o develop.
Behind the red flag and singing the
‘Internationale’, the revolotionary
mazses of China are op the manch
Rgain.

201.5.80

This article is dedicated to the
memory of Lin Zhao, a student ai
Beifing’s Beida wmiversity, ar-
rested by the secrel police in 1957
for opposing Mao's "anti-righiist
campaign’. After 18 vears of im-
prisonment she was shot in 1975,

How Deng’s policies
sowed seeds of Beijing

revolt

| The following analysis of the policies of the Deng faction of the Chinese Communist

Party is abridged from an extensive document on the situation in China and the
perspectives for revolutionaries, published In English in the Trotskyist magazine
October Review, journal of the Hong Kong seclion of the Fourth International,

The economic policy of the
Chinese Communist Party fac-
tien around Deng Xiaoping has
aimed from the beginning tu
preserve and strengthen
bureancratic rule. lis basic ap-
proach has been to deprive the
labouring masses of their
democratic power over produc-
fion, while conduciing an npen-
door policy, hoping that with the
hielp of technology and capital
from other countries Ching

could make ceonomic progress.
At the same time the Dieng fation
hazs relaxed the administrative

[ stranglehold oo the economy of the

Mao Zedong via, and decentralised
power tolocal bureaucris, secking to

cultivale s lechnocracy and siwourage
the development of commuodity
production and an invigorated, market
ECONDn y

Thiis line, hared on the echnocras
and the ‘eompetéent’ in the
couniryside, has fostered the develop
ment of capitalist elements in China,
erding the system of stale ownership,
the planned economy and the
monopoly of foreign trade. The
ernsion has nol yel brought about a
-']1I-'!|II-'H1‘-'1"1.'||1u1gl:,hutil’-qlhunirqrj'.'f
ly imereasing. The present policy of
the bureaticracy cannot effeotively
defend the socialist elements of the
ecomomy from furheremsion. Par of
the state ownership syatem is boglu
mirgg Loy disinte paaile, the mie of state
planming end distibutien s lessening,
the mole of markel mechenisma is in

creaging, and the elementn ol the
private capilalisl coonomy are gmw
ing in opposdtion teand [n conlention
wilh the state-owned sector of the
economy, causing the latter s weight
m the pational economy to diminish
The dapper of capitalist restoratlon
has increased

The Leng Maction did not relax the
buresucracy's monopoly on politieal
power. b= campaigns againat
bussaucratizm and cormuption and its
progromme of redumdancies were car
tied ol apainst only a very small
nmber of party cadigs, offenng an
oppediumty o purge dhien elemcnts
nel supporting the ruling {action
When it came under pressure from
demiands for demovtacy, especially
when the Polizh working class secomd
sorie gamsin [940and stimulated the
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Chinese masses, the Deng [action
quickly discarded its “liberl” posture
and resorted to burcaucratic repros
sion of democratic demands.

It banned the nght to stnke and the
“Four Freedoms? (Lo air views, to con-
tend ideas, to wnte wall posters amd
it debate), and deleted these from
China’s constitution. It banned unoffi-
cinl organisations and publications,
and urrested fighters for democracy, It
repressed cntical works by writers,
carrled out a campaign against
‘spiritual pellotion’, and even ex-
pelled some members of the Com-
mumise Party (CCPY who hiad adve-
caled more daring reforms, The
reaction of the mling faction tothe stu-
dent movements m 1986 and 987
fully exposed its determination to
repre s and crush any scoumulation of
strenyth by the people.

Ideolegically, the hbumeaucracy al-
tempted tooshirk all blame for the ad-
verse deeds of the final period of Man
Zedong's rule. Though the Deag Tac-
tion was compelled o admit some of
the ermors and abuses commitied by
Mais and e ceutral leadership ol the
COCP, they did theit bes o prevent the
penple lrommaking a vadical reassess-
ment of Mao Zedong or the Culturad
sevolitlon

The rise of the Deng faction (o
power has not allered the Hine of huild-
ing “socinlism in one country” as ad-
viocated by Stalln, On the contrary, (ks
open-door poliey and it general
domestic and toreign policy areacon-
tinmation of this lie, The boreascmcy
gtil] refuses o extend the socialis
revolution W other countries, and
secks to repress the people’ s mobilisa-
tion within the country it contmods,
Thus the CUP leadership headed by
Dengis by nofuwee Stalingst, and sgainst
it Trotskyists strigele for two basic

Deng's line has remained a Stalinist line throughout: here in 1963 he leads a
delegation o Moscow including President Liu Shaogi and Premier Zhou Enlal

propositions — socialist democracy in
Ching itsell and world revolution out-
gide its borders.

The development of
mass struggle

The CCP has always consciously
repressed the independent class
mobilization of the workers and
pensants, strictly controlling mass or-
panisations such as trade wnicens and
even persecufing orf exterminaling
workers who indoipe in independent,
critical thinking, This has been one of
the key means by which the
bursancracy safeguards its rule.

The 1976 Tienannen riot shiwed
that the massed had developed beyond
their previous long perinds of passive
resistance, pooslows and boycott, to
express their discontent with the
ruling faction through massave spon-
Lanerus actions. It was s preview of the
anti-burcancrtic political revolution,
and was only suppressed by the CCP
thrmugh hrute Tome.

The death of Mao Fedong deprived
the CCP of a centrmal leader and npened
up a hastencal opportunity for the
peuple grodually to break away foom
the chams of autocmcy,

The masses bepan roexen prossure,
raising varnows demands including an
end o the political tepression of the
M Lediong 2ra, lmprovements in the
prople’s material and coltural life,
socialinl. democmaoy and a system of
legality, and the rehabilitation of
people viclmised by wrong vendicta.

The pressure of the masses and the
factinnal strugele inside the CCP com-
pelled the uling faction Lo rehabilitare
the Tienanmen mcident, recognising it
ag-a spontancons mevelutionary mass
action, The partial rehabilitation of
this incident and other wrong verdicls
{icluding several hundréd thousand
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intelle¢iuals ‘whn were
branded ‘rightists” in
1957) florther en-
conmged the mood and
stmggle of the masses,
and this gave an on-
petus to the "Besjing
Spring’ democracy
movement, witlh ils
wave of wall posters,
demonstrations for
democracy, protests
against hunger and per
sectition, and the mush-
moomang unifficial or-
ganigationg and
publications.

The policy of the
Deng faction did nuth-
ing to alter the super-
struchre o the relation-
ship berween the mling
caste and the ruled
people; so political
democratizsation be-
came Lhe central demand of the
popular movement,

The Beijing Spring coustitutéd a
milestone in the democracy move-
meit in Ching. Before ils suppression
in the spring of 1981, vangnard forces
among the masses had Lnked op ex-
tensively with each other, Young
peopls, mainly workers and some
former ‘red guards’ who had ex-
perienced and reassessed the Caltural
Revolution, gathered around unafii-
cial publications, disgnosed social
contradictions and probed altematives
for development. Its mainstream al-
Nrmed socialism aznd demanded the
realization of socialist democmacy, In
Seplember [98() the MNalional As-
sociation of Unofficial Publications in
Chinz was founded, signifying a con-
seipug joining of [orces in the
demncracy movement (o form the
embryo of a mvolutionary leadership.
It onented towards links with the
working clazs, mooting itself among
workers and communieating in
solldirity with the intermational work-
it class movement,

The burcaucratic repression in
198 | compelled the democmey move
ment to lum undergmound. Contnoal
repression further exposed the reac
tioniary position of the Deng faction
and helped vanguard elements discard
their illusions in i

As the mling faction’s wrban
ecoppmule tefonns began 1o unfold,
the working cliss suffered new af-
tacks, Soaring price’ nses altacked
their living standoanls; the contract
gystem znd the widening of wage dif-
ferentials directly attacked the right to
work znd welfare benefits, With real
Iiving standards under fire defensive
stmiggles such as stnkes and po-slows
have increased,

For the peasants. Deng’s relorms

“The CCP
leadership
headed by
Deng is by

nature
Stalinist,
and against
it
Trotskyists
struggle for
two basic
proposi-
tions —
socialist
democracy
in China it-
self and
world
revolution
outside its
borders™

The
bureaucratic
repression
in 1981 com-
pelled the
democracy
movement
to turn un-
derground”
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“The rural
question is
again be-
coming
grave, and
by mid 1987
peasant

riots against
bureaucratisn
took place
in Shan-
dong and
Hunan
provinces”

“Under the
rule of Mao
Zedong,
consumer
goods were
scarce and
low in
quality, and
the
bureaucracy
tried to ban
the market
by ad-
ministrative

means,
resulting in
a series of
economic
and social
coniradic-
tions™

| place in Shandung and

| the demonstration of =

offered relief from the
bondage of the
“People’s Conununes’
However the policy of
encouraging the ‘com-
petent elements” to en-
rich themsslves accen-
tuated rural
differentiation, ag-
gravating the gap be-
tween rich and poor
The rural question is
agnin becoming grave,
and by mid 1987
peasant riots aganst
hureaucratism took

u

Hunan provinces.

The new social con-
tradictions and mass
dimrontent aroused by
the Deng [action’s
rightist policics in the
cilies and the
countryside began 1o
surfuce in 1985, St
dent demonsteatlons
and struggles were o
reflectinne of social
discontent. F\}Lln“'ingg

Seprember 1B 19858
the atudents took again B
i the slreets in migssive &
numbers in December
LuEh, Thelr uneguivo-
cal demand for politi-
cal dempcratization
and their exposure of the social con-
tradictions have drwinextensive sym-
patly and support, and die state of in-
difference and lack of confidence or
perspective among the masses 13
bepgmning o change.

The Deng faction will nat be lenient
in ils suppression of the mass upsurge
Hepression will continue, yet it wall
alun lead Lo the masses discarding their
illazions and luming to their owi
strength in order lochange the present
corpditions.

The planned economy
and the market
economy

The cconomic policy of te Deng
fuction is 1o make use of material in-
centives and matket mechanizms o
activale an economy which had been
strangled by the bureaucmey, On the
ome hand, the regrme has potup o now
announced any change in its fomula

| tien of retaining the ‘planned

economy as predominant, with market
adjustment as a supplement’. On the
other Land, it has sef out to “fully
develop the commuodity econamy’,
develop the markel in commodities,
pradually *‘perfect’ the mardet system,
and reduce the seope of planning car-
red out by command.

Page 18

Shanghal- workers join with students in revolt af Com-
muitist Party corruption and repression of democracy

Tintil the end of 1986, the resull of
the initial melom on the planning sys-
tem waa that the categories of products
produced by commund under the State
Planning Commission had fallen from
around 120 in 1984 1o .about 6k
Production ol gran and other magor
agienltural productshud chunged from
previcus production by command to
the prasent production by non-binding
guidance. There had been a reduction
in mesources centrally distributed by
the stite from 250 kind=in 1984 Lojuest
201 There bixd also been the emerpzoce
of a labour markel, o market ln means
of prodoction, and a capital market.
The gradual reduction of the scope of
planning signified a continuing
decroase in the weight of the planned
cconomy and its replacement wilh
market mechnizmz. Furlher develop
ment along these lines might lead 1o 4
predominance of the market economy,
which the CCP cumouflages wilh the
teni “socialist commodity economy

The market economy and the
planned econamy are in ppposition
snd contradiction. The planied
cconnmy calls lor consoipus analy sis
of socicty's nverall demand, and al-
location of social resources and
products according to pre-estabhished
pricaties. Butunder the dominanion of
the madket ceonnmy, production 18

geared towards salis-
fying those whocan al-
ford to pay, oot the
generul masses and
their most bagic needs.
What decides inves-
metit I8 oot considera-
tion. for socicty as a
whole, but considera-
tion of dispemed, in-
dividoal economic
seCtors or enleTprises
hence productipn
tends towards anarchy.
This anarchic date of
production is busically
simular to the features
of the market economy
in capitalist society.

In a society in the
transilion from
capilalism to
spcialism, especially
in coconomacally back-
weard countnes, the un
even developmen of
productivity and insuf-
ficient supply of goods
cause ¢onsumplion
goods to retain their
charmsclensios as com
modilies, and the
market and small scale
conuodity prodoctinm
inevitably ®ill prevail.
Administrative
methods in repress or
climinate them are not
effective. Omly thmugh the gradual
taising of productvity and exablish-
my the abundance of products can
therr mole diminish and vanish.

The CCP practized cconomic pla-
ming soon after it gaincd power.
However the plan was drowm up en-
tirely by party cadres and was decided
by lhose obove; those below were
compelled to execute the plan. The
‘planned ecopomy’ becume an
economy planned by bureaucratic
command. Under the rule of Mao
Fodong, consumer goods Wenes s¢aee
and Tow in guality, and the
hurcaucracy tned (o ban e madet by
administeative means, resolting in a
series of economue and social con-
tradictions and a serion s sethack Lo the
enthusiasi of the producers.

The Deng faction relaxed the
hureancralic administrative control,
and al the same time swong io the
right, permilting the market law of
valug to operate freely in the
countryside and then o the urban
seoionie contres, To permil muket
functions to operate *fully” meant
tore and more a restoration of the
anagchy of a capitalist economy,
together with the co-existence of
under-production s some sectors and
nver-productiod in othiers At the same
ume large amouants of social surplus
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products were not converted into so-
cial scewmulation but into the ac-
cumulation of private capital, Since
both investment and production are
now dirceted by pmfits, the planned
economy will gradually disintegrate,

Accumulation and
consumption

After the Deng faction came to
power, there was a slight rise in the
rate of consumption in the national -
come. There was more development
of ight industry and ereased produc-
tion of day-to-day consumer goods.
There was also an increase in funds 1o
facilitale o rise in state purchasing
prices [or somne agrcultural products.

These moves were intended (o
stimulate the people’s incentives to
produce, However from 1983 on-
wards this policy was thrown ingo
reverse: the rate of accomulation mse,
along with the proportion of heavy in-
duziry in the vilue ol indurtnial oofpul.
The scale of investment 0 fixed assets
at central level, local level and in non-
planned sectors could not be reduced
and went out of control, The policy of
giving priogity to beavy industry
remained predominant, and the
development of Tight industry slewed
dowm. Investment In agriculiure fell
cvery year (iix share of total capttal in-
vestmpent fell from 111 percent in
197910 1.4 percentin 1985). Thus the
proportion of consumption shrank
while that of accumulation haxs Asen

Although heavy indusiry is the
mowEl important secior in developing
the economy and raising productiviry,
the planned economy:should not por-
sne the most epid development of a
single sector but seek the optimal e[
ficiency of the economy a5 o whole, In
particalar itz focus should be on the

|Iu||l 4
Rl

improvement of the peaple’s standard
of living. In fact the long perieds of
neglect of the development of agricul-
ture and hght industry have creared
serious imbalances which have in tum
impeded the development of heavy in-
dustry, Hence a reduced mie of con-
sumption did not bring gaing from an
increased rate of accumuolation,

When they decide the ratio between
accmmulation ad consumption, the
bureaucrats pose the question in the
mmplified formula that *an increase in
consumplion means & decrease in
investment’. This is not actually so.
The productivity of labour is an impor-
tant factor. Under borcancratic mile,
berides the portion devoted to produc-
five investments and consumplion hy
producers, a ¢onsiderable portion of
the social product is consumed o8
non-productive way, in particular in
the consumption by the privileged
burcagcracy and the expenses of a
redundant administrative apparatus.
By abolishing the economic privileges
ol the bursavcracy, productive invesi-
menls and consumption by producers
can both be increased. Inaddition, the
major detrimental (actor in the en
thusiasm of producers can be
removed, Under democrmtic manage
ment, todey s massive squandenng of
resoumes in pmdoction and cirouls
tion could alzo be drastically redoced.

The rural economic
reform

The rural policy ol the Deng faction
wias (o encourage peasents to ench
themselves. The official formula
proposed that a portion of people (the
‘competent’) getting nch first would
lzad to common wealth being enjoyed
by the entire population.

The practive of the contract respon

SOCIALIST QUTLOOK no 16, June 1989

ﬁlhlll}' system was to establish the
family as the wnil of independent
production. This means the restara-
ton of small-scale individual peasant
production, and the abolition of the
mode of collective farming of the Mao
Zedong era, when the basic unit of ac-
counting was the prodoction brigade.
Such a change means concessions 1o
the peasant tendency for small
production, and also signifies official
recognition by the CCP that the Tine of
the People’s Commune was bankmpt.

The Deng faction was forced to lift [
the hondage of the People's Com-
mune, and its slight increaze in the
purchasing price of agricultural sub-
sidiary foods (which had long been
maintained ar a very low level)
resitlted in some improvement in the
unpoverished living standand of the
peasants, and increased thewr initia-
tive. As s result, the first lew years of
the prodisction responsibility system
showed a mther quick incrcase  in
agrigultural and subsidiary produoe-
Hom.

Nevertheless when the CCP
changed its previous ‘ultra-left’
policy it soung to the other catreme,
encouraging individual peasants to
enrich themselves withoul restraini,
and giving them assistance. This
cansed a concentration of farm land in
the hands of the ‘eompetent prowers'.
A powerful stratum has emerged in
the countryside as specialised
households engaged in indostry, com-
mterce, communications, construction
and services; their capital aceumula-
tion is growing. Rich peasants, private
indostrial  and commercial
entrepreneurs. and even loan sharks
have appeared, and ‘millionaires’ |
enlogised by the rogime obtained

publicity. By 1986, the fixed assetz of |
]

i

I.'| b

“When the
ccP
changed its
previous
‘ultra-left’
policy it
swung io
the other
extreme, en-
couraging
individual
peasants to
enrich
themselves
without
restraint,
and giving
them assis-
tance”
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“The
People’s
Commune
policy of the
Mao Zedong
era and the
Dengist
policy of as-
sisting the
competent
to enrich
themselves
... appearto
go to two ex-
tremes, and
yet in es-
sence they
are the two
alternatives
of Stalinist
bureaucratic
rule”

A complaint
prevalent
among the
masses is
‘Nine years
of reform,
nine years
of price
inflation’
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certain private
enterprires reached
severnl million yuoan,
Economic consortia
were ilso developing
rapidly. The CCP
cadres in the
countryside make up
yute a significant por-
tion of the rich, osing
the power in their
hands to obtain the
most favoumble condi-
tiodis, Bureaucrat capi-
tal is gradoally [orm-
ing,

Alongside social
differentiation in the
countryside, the gap
berween the backward

and developed regions
{in pasticular between the inland
mountainous regions and the coastal
provinces}) is widening, and class con-
tradictitms are breeding.

In somie state-mmn farms, the famaly
responsibility system was also prac-
tised. The state farm was divided into
small farms, and the state permitted
the sale of farming animals, small and
medium faem tools, trucks and stall
guariers 1o the staff members. This
means part of the siate property of the
farms is dizintegraing and reverting to
private ownership.

In sum, the Deng faction’s muml
policy has strock a way out of the
sialemate created by the People’s
Cotmune policy, yet it breeds new
contradictions. The burcavcracy's
laissez faire type of markel reform
which vinlates socialist principles: the
cadres’ comuption; the privansation
ani concentration of wealth, means of
production and some land; the ap-
pearance of large pumbers of hired

| labourers: the aceumulation of private

capital; the expansion of capitalist
prodductinn on the basis ol exploitation
af hired lahourers, and onevenness of
the market economy .. all these cause
further class differcntiation and con-
gtitute the motive force for capitalist
restoration in Chini,

In the past we opposed the People’s
Commune policy of the Mao Zedong
e, Now we also oppose the Dengist
policy of assisting the competent to
enrich themselves, These two policies
appear (o gn io two extremes, and yer
inesgence they wre the fwo aliematives
ul Stalinist bureapcrptic mle. The
samie vacillations have appeared in the
USSRE and sn the East European
counties,

We nppose the regresgion of collec-
five prodoction t smiall producticn
based oo the famuly unit. We propnss
that baresucratic control by the CCP
over the state [umy and extortion of
farm workers st be abolished: all
farm workers shonld enjoy the rights

Fo ailies now in deadly contest: Zhao Ziyang with Li Peng

and benefits of the democratic and col-
lective management of the farm.
Agriculture should go on the road of
collectivisation and mechanization.
Towards thig end, the state must assisl
the peasanis with matenal rsources,
conpled with democratic manage-
ment, Examples must be set for the
peasants, and ideological education
must be conducted. After long periods
of effon, the superiorty of collec-
tivisation and mechanization will
show itzell and attract peasanis 1o go
voluntarily onte the road of colles-
tivigation, since they will see [rom ex-
perience that It brings them real
benelits.

The urban economic
reform

The Dreng faction decentralired
power to burcaucrats in local
enterprises, and separated the ad-
ministralion from the enlerprizes
which now enjoy greator autonomy,
bearing mesponsibility for their own
profits and losses, submitting profits
in lieu of tixes, In some enlerprises, a
shareholding system is hemng or-
templed. Some state-mun and collec-
tive enterprises are contrecled Lo in-
dividusals. Workers™  wage
differentials are widening The con-
tract system of employment is being
promoted.

What the CCP tried Lo promote in
the enterprises 15 not the sutonomy of
the workers or the expansion and
functinning of the power of workers'
councils, bot the concentration of
power in the hands of the factory
directors to breed a layer of tech
nocrats who will act ax supporers of
the ruling caste, Some of the decision
making powers enjoyed hy the
workers' councils, as stipulated n
giate nrdinances, are no longer men-
tiomed. The party leadership no longer
excroises restraint over the factory
dircctors, but neither 15 thess the prac-
tize of ‘leadesship by wotkess'

conneils’.

In the absence of
democratic
deciston-miaking
and supervision by
the workers, the
operation of in-
dustries and
enterprises is mome
and more subject 1o
the law of ihe
market, and they
compele for resour-
cor and for the
markel under the
domination of the
law of value. Under
such competition,
the pursuit of profits
becomes the aim of
cconOmic Opera
tion, and making enterpnses mespon-
sible for their own profits and losses
leads inevitably to pricerises, elimina.
tinn of the weak by the strong,
speculation and profiteernng.

The contracl system means the
hiring for private operation of means
of production and facilities which are
siate owned or collectively owned
The opemators employ large numbers
of workers, run the enferprises om
capitalist methods, increase the inten-
sity of labour, and squeeze the maxi-
mum surplus value out al the
wiorkfome. The relations between the
contractars and the workers: they
employ 15 m reality onc of emplayer
and employee, nor qualitatively dif:
ferent from the exploitative relations
in capitalism

Toduy the right of ownership of
some brigade-run enlerprises is
changing. Peasants can invest and
hold sharcs 1n the collective
enterprises. Thiris basically similar o
the bourgenisie holding shares in
capitalist sociely, gaining surplos
valoe without working.

Price reform

A major part of the Deng [acton’s
CCONUMIC PrOgramme was prce
reform: gradual abolition ofthe gate’s
unilom setting of prces, which wers
e changed to free floating prices.
The mesult was that the prices of the
greal majority of products and com-
modi ey soared, with commodities in
shon supply soaring the: most, and
serions conscyuences for people’s
living standards.

A complaint prevalent among the
mazzcs 15 Mine years of relorm; nine
years of price inflation’, In May 1988
the CCP stated that “the difficull bar-
rier of price refurm must be crossed”
and must not be ‘cincumscribed’. Thus
control over prices was further
relaxed, people’s conditions of living
turmed more tongh, thers were: mas
givee withdrawals from the banks, and
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a-mzh for commodities, With this ag-
gravation of the cnsis of bureancratic
rule,pricc reform was showed down in
September. In a dillicull situation, the
COP'= pnli-r."!r on prices vacillated,

The privhlem of prices is essential-
ly & guestion of insufficient products
tor mest national needs. If the problem
is not tackled at the oots, and produc-
tion 1= not increased to meet the needs
of the people, and instead state
prive setting isabolished, thecon
sequetice can only he ranaway
prives, greater disequilibriom in
prodoction and even more dif-
ficulty inmesting people surgent
needs

While there is no significant
general nise in the actual income
of the people, and especially
while there are no copcrote sate
measurss bo protect againsl price
rises; the stale has an obligation
tomantain a 2ubsidy on the hasic
cost of living™

Arforihe peasants, the peneral
nse on ithe prices of ndustmal
goods capses A substantial -
crease in the produwction costs of
agricultusal and subsidiary products,
thus reducing peasant incomes. This
will reduce peagant incentives ln grmw
grain and lead to decreased grain
prod e ticn.

Safeguarding workers'
rights

By the end of 1987, the number of
workers in China reached 130mallivn,
with pver half of them being industrial
workers. This fipure is over fen times
the number of workers in 1949:
morenver Lhey are concentrated in big
industrial regions, and their weight s
sygmificant.

The CCP has set & gquoia for every
stale-owned enlerprise fxing its tolal
wage bill which can only vary accond-
ing to the specess of the enterprise in
accomplishing the state plan and its ef
ficicney. The CCP has also set ont to
widen wape differentials within each
enterprise m order 1o introduce com-
petition. The redistnbution of wages
within a ot total amount was designed
to ngrease the intensity of labour,
making workers work harder to gain
more wages ol the expense of other
wirkers, Workers with weaker iaboor
poweror thoss engaged inunskilled or
simple labour faced a reducton in
Wwages,

Thiswasaconscious effont to niro-
duce djTerentials. competition apd in-
equalities wilhin the working class. In
addition, employment on contragt
terms waz introduced Tor newly
recruited workers o stale owned
enterprises in the winter of L1986
These workers now resemble casual
wirrkers, with no saleguards on their
righit o wiorke or social secunty, All

Tangshan miners: workers' right

U P P L E

these measumes are detnmental to the
interests of workers and shouold he
rejected.

Although the CCP has. always
proclaimed that the proletariat was
magter of the country, it has always
deprived it of its power to bhe the
master. Since 1980, duee to the impact
of the workers” movemenl in Eastern

Europe, and especially Poland, the

struggle of the Chinese workers for
their nghts has also developed. In
arder to prevent the emuption of a
Palikh-type labour movemesnl in
China, and in order to stimuolire
waorkers to help mise production, the
CCP promnlgated the “Temporary or-
dinance on workers” conncils in state
owned industnal enterpises” in July
[9B]. This gave workers zome
powers yel the promises were very
limited, exizting more in formality
than in realily, and the workers” coun-
cils that wens sel up were in general
devmd of power and were hasically
used by the authorities (0 implement
their policies and to raise production,

Despite this, the promulgation of
the ordinance reflected the fact that
workers” discontent had pressunsed
the £CT into making some conces
s Lhe workers conld make use of
this opporunity to Dghl for their own
rights. Workers in many enlerprises
not only pressed the authonties o im-
plement the onlinance, but also al-
tempred o zo heyond it, For example,
it was afficially provided that workers
could eledt their mnk and file leaders
in the enterprise: however workers
more and more demunded the election
of all leaders, including the factory
director. The authorities in fact prac-
tised a system where the factory direc-
tor wins the one responsible for the fac-
tory under the direction of the pany
commmittes: in 3 mumber of enterprises
workers pressed insicad for 8 system
in whicls the factory director would be
respansible for the factory commitiee
~ nnder the guidance of the workers
council!

The defence of workers" interests
should have been the centmal lask of
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the tradke unions. However in Chinaas
in other bureaucralised workers’
states, the trade unions do nol take up

this task, and are instead the teol of the

pany’s bureancratic rule, assisting the
mling caste to imiplement its policies,
In China the wedking class and its van-
guard should draw from the ex-
pedence of the Polish tride union, and
fight to organise a nnion independent
of the govemment,

In the past two yesrs
the workers hove ig-
nomed the canceliation
of the right to strike:
with increased discon-
tent over price reform,
the frequency of strikes
and the numbers of
wotkers participafing in
them have increased.
Go-slows are also more
generalised and scute.
This shows that the
working class has in-
creasingly risen o op-
puse the policies of the
bureaveracy that are
detrimental to their interests,

Under pressure from strikes and
go-slows, the existing trade nnion
lestdership was compelled 10 change
its tone or sme of ils methods of
work. For example, it proposed that
the gnvemment-run nalure of the trade
union should be reformed in order 1o
realise the *mass nature of the of the
trade onion’. It also proposed the es-
tablishment of 4 minimum wage and
a sliding scale of wages comespond-
Ing with prices,

We propase that the working class
should start ite struggle with the fight
Lo nrganise 8 democratic nide wion,
huilding a structure to Fight for
workers” rights, consolidating its
strength and combativily, [rom which
il cun procesd Lo the fight to edablish
demacratic relalions of production
and the control of political power.

The individual
economy and the
private economy

ln the past the CCP used ad-
ministrative measures forcibly to
climinate the povate economy, while
the state economy and the callective
economy, under bureaucratic oppres-
=ion and with workers deprived of any
nght to decide, became bogged down
in stagnabion, resulting in further
shorages of goods. It was this objec-
tive rituation which [oroed the Deng
factin 1o changs s policy,

However the Dengist policy is to
stimulare the commedity ecomomy
and allow privale enlerprises (o
develop in a spontaneous and unor-
ganised way under the domination of
the law of valug. The commodity

“While
there is no
significant

general rise
in the ac-
tual income
of the
people, and
especially
while there
are no con-
crete siate
measures
to protect
against
price rises,
the state
has an
obligation
fo maintain
a subsidy
on the
basic cosi
of living”

“With in
creased
disconient
over price
reform, the
frequency
of sirikes
and the
numbers of
workers
participat-
ing in them
have in-
creased.
Go-slows
are also
more
generalised
and acute”
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by the end
of 1987, 30
million
workers
were hired
by private
enterprises
in China”

October
Review, which
ipublishes in
Chinese, with
key articles
translated into
English, can be
contacted c/o
GPO Box
10144, Hong
Kong
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evonumy inevitubly Jeads to the
emerpence of exploiiers mnd so-
cial polarisation. A small
proportion becomes small
capitalists, while the majonty of
people are reduced 1o hircd
lahourers (according o the es-
timates of Ge Lin, Professor at
Nanjing University, by the end
of 1987 30 million wotkers were
hired by private enterprises in
Chisad,

Under this policy the
development of privale
enferprises iy very rapid. In some
towns thelr output value com-
prises a big proportion of the total in-
dostrial output. In the national
economy, the weight of state in-
dustries has fallen from 83 percent in
1978 to 67 percent in 1987, and fur
ther to 64 percent o few months later,
indicating the tendency of privare and
other non-state enlerpnses to pain
strength. This implies that the ad-
vantageous posilion of ‘stale
enterprises will graduaily be replaced,
and that the gaing of the 1949 rvolu-
tion are continuously being ermoded,
Halting this tendency requires the or
ganization and mobilisation of the
prodetanat to take control of the mn-
ning of the state economy.

Open door policy and
the special economic
zones.

The setting up of four special
economic rones, the opening of
Hainao Tsland and 14 coastal cities to
the external world, and varying
degrees of opening of many other
places, all shivw the exiensive openmg
of China o intemational capilalism.

Mo couniry can develop s
ceconomy with its doors closed.
However, becanse the laboor produc-
tivity of China is relatvely low, the
moropoly of lrade becomes 4 noces-
sary meins o protect national industry
from competition from capitabist
economies with a higher Iabour
prodiuctiviry, Under the protection of
A monopoly of trade, the state can
selectively trade with imperislist
countres to utilise foreign technolngy
and resources much peeded for nation-
al sconomic constructon, as well as
learming management methnds.

Production items thal are n
demand bul Tor which there are nn
state funds for development, can be
produced jomily with forign captal,
bt nnder cemidn principles. The over
all goiding prrciple should be that a
project is beneficial 19 the overall
Chinese economy, met hamful 1o the
syslem of state property or the planned
economy. making no harmful conces
sioms 1o foreign capital, aud Carrying
o heavy political or econommus price.

The people must fully grasp the
relevant information, know how much
is being peid and why during
econumic mnsactions with advanced
capitalist economies, and be able 1o
miake timaly revisions under their own
supervimon and discossion.

Severs domage was done when
China developed itz economy in autar-
chic lashion onder the imperialist
cconomic blockade. However the
need to maintan sconmmic relalions
with capitalist countries does not
mean thial China should fully open il-
self up to the extemnal world. Unprin-
cipled openings to foreign capital by
the mling faction slwn cause unneces-
siary damage.

Under increasing pressure from
[oreagn businesses, copcessions made
by China ar increasingly significanl
Initial proposals for joint capital ven-
tures or joint operabons are hecoming
sole operalions by foreign capital;
joint operation perinds of several
years {with the enlerprise retumed to
China al the end) are being extended
i several decades; plans omly to ex-
port goods produced by foreign capi-
Lal &re piving way o produclion pan-
Iy or even entirely lor domestic
corsumption. The stale monopaly of
foreign trade is also under atlack. This
notonly provides a very lavourable in-
vestment ground for foreign
capitalists; bui also concedes part of
the domestic nuuket, hence dealing a
severs blow 1o patlonal industry.

The profits which foreign
capilalisis make in Clina can be con-
vered (o foreign cormency and frecky
reinitted oul of the country: this means
that the wealth produced by Chinese
workers, and pabonal resouncescan be
appropriated legally and withouw
restraint.

The CCP has made big conces-
sions, bot the actuad padns are small
The halance is unfavoirable: the in-
vestmient of forcipn capital 15 small
and mostly concentrated in the non-
productive sectors such as loursm smd
real estate. China even lins to provide
loans, or invest jolntly. The import of
indnstrial technology and eyuipment
falls far ghort of the Tevel expected.

The activities of foreign capital
i China and the micrests of the
ECOMDme sy stem il tepresenis are
in acute copiflict with China s state
ceonemy, The more foreym capi-
tal invests in China and coor-
dinates in activities with the gprow-
ing Individual economy and
private indusiries and commerce,
the greater their rrength and the
more threatening the smeson of
the atate economy will become.
Since the productivity of labour
of [oreign capitalism i= moch
higher than that of China, when
China spontaneously adapis to
and integrates ifself with the wordd
capitalist market, sarplas value will
flow oul of China in massive volome
and China’s national economy will
find it difficolt to develop inde-
pendently as well as becoming al-
fected by the periodic crises of world
capitalism. The experiences of some
Eastern European countries have
shown this,

When the CCP argues for unprin-
cipled opening up 1o foreign capital,
misleadsthe people into believing that
capitalism 15 superior o stale oWner-
ship and the planned economy, amd
fosters illusions in capifalism aleng
with loss of faith i true socialism.
meanwhile, under the coonrdimation of
loreign capital, the syste of exploite
Lion is reviving in different areas of
China. More labouring people are ex-
ploited; social differentistions in-
crease, inequalitics expand, the men-
tality of prvatization is strengtlened,
the concept that “moeney 18 the lop
priofiry” becosies more widespread,
and the social niood worsens.

Some bureaucrals are Jooking to
convert their parasitic bagiz from the
slile mownership system to the
murkel economy: instead of pursuing
their private interests with power in
their hands, they tun 1o becommg
property owners making crpitnlist
prvate investments, When large
amounts. of foreipn capital enter
China, comprador capital may fom

I capitalist forces develop in China
mote rupidly and extensively, and
there 15 no powerful intervention from
the people, then at a cerfain moment
ol cnsis, the CCF wal] have tochopss
belween rwo allemnatives: either
changes s present nghtist policies
and restrains the activities of Toreign
and Chiness capltalist forces, or i
conlinues in be swepl away by
capitalst Torwes and naderpoes trans
fommationszuntl the pavate ownenship
H':I.'NlC'I'I'I ASSNMC= p[:‘l"iﬂ"iJLi,'LllL't mmil
capitalism 15 reinsiated

The final showdown will be
evilable. This iz the ipescapalle trond
ol development of the Chinese
economy
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South Africa

Mandela and Moscow join in

ANc policy smtch
' '1- THLA

The early years on the 1930s
were years of greal turbulence
in South Africa. Tens of
thousands of people took part in
massive struggles against the
apartheid regime - in the
townships, in the Factories,
mines and workshops. The
trade union movement con-
solidated itself, led successful
strikes and increased its poten-
tial influence by the boilding of
two national trade union federa-
tions = COSATU and NACTT,

The state’s response was Lo declare -
a plate of emergency, banning H} or-
ganisations including the United &
Pemocmabtic Front and vooth nrganias-
tioms, From the regime s point of view
this has had the desired effect.

With the mass political organisa-
tions banned, theirleaders detained for
indefinile periods wilthoul tnal, and, when
released, subjected (o severe restrictions, a
down-turn in the intensity of the struggle was,
perhaps, mevitable. 1L ecalls the immediate
gllermath of Sharpville when, (or neardy o
decade after the bunning of the Alrcan Nation-
al Congress (ANChand the Pan African Con-
gress (PAC) the masses seemed Lo slomber —
only to awaken into Insurrectionary-scale
aclivily with the Soweto upnsing, and the birth
of the pew hlack trade unions [ollowing the rash
of spontaneous stnkes which hir Durban in
1972,

The upnisings in the lownrhips in the 1980s,
the formation of street and arca committees,
People’s Couns, and the massive increase in
suppor of the hunned organisation r-,p:nr!i:ula.[-
Ly the ANC, led to speculation that the revoln
tion was just around the comer. The oppressed
people had given notice that they were no
1nngr_‘r willing o tolerte their copdition; ac-
cfirr]:i_ng to rome, the declambon of a =tate of
emergency showed that the milers were no
longer able to go on rulmg. These views were
paricularly argued by the ANC and the Com-
munis Parly leadérslups,

In 1983, a repular contributor to the South
African CPs joumal Advican Commuanise, who
uses the pen-ame ‘Comrzade Mzala®, coold
write that Scouth Africa was “on the threshold of
the revolution”. The whiols tenor of hisarticle
was around the quesiton: * How should we raise
the guestion of the armed nmrmection? . ANC
and CP propugonda conlinually spoke of
"People’s Power” dnd "People’s War'. Com-
rade Mzala wrnte of the street commitless and
communal orgamnisations as Corgans of sedi-
govenment on the one hanid and organs of in-
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Suppurfers of Eurhe!ezi 5 .fnlmrha movement have murdered ANC and UﬂF anﬂvfsts but
are now courted by Mandela and the ANC

surreclion on the other.” ANC President Oliver
Tambe spoke of “dual power',

Tuday there is 2 completely different atmos-
phere. Policies which would have been cas-
tigated as treason of heray a couple of years
ago are today discussed openly in the pages of
the ANC's publications Sechaba and African
Communist, “Negotiation” and *dialogue” have
now hecome acceptable for discussion in the
policy-making hiemnhies of the ANC and
CPsSA.

In Sechaba in August 1988, Alex Mashinini,
in an article enlitled ‘People’s 'War :and
Megotiation®, wrote: A relatively new concept,
that of a negntiated =zettlement of the South
African conflict, has already won itself a
prominent position in the polifical vocabulary
of the country’. He goes on to argue that, 'Since
we are conlronted with conditions wder which
absolute victory is impossible, conditions in
which both sides must necessarily make com
promises on cerlain positions, wo can copclude
that the outcome of ony negotiatinns that can be
conducted mpst end up in partial victones for
the wamng partics,  Both sides would have
failed to defeat cach other absolutely, and we
wiuld have o be content with partial victores,

Elabomting on whal he meanl by “partial
victories”, he writes that it would ‘impose some
limititions on our programme of social eman
cipation. In practical terma, this means that the
concept of partiad victory imphes the de jure
abolition of apanheid, and says lezs sbout the
de facto abwolition.”

On what does he base this argument? He
seems o believe that the so-called “refonms” in-
trouluced by Presdent Botha have created “an
infra-structure of democratic ransformation —

within the womb of the apartheid system, and
within the process of the struggle to destroy i,

Can he, perthaps have in mind the To-
cameral racizt parliament? The fact that this is
now openly being discussed within the ANC
does not, of course, mean that the ANC leader-
ship has already changed their position on the
nced for armed struggle. Mot yet! Bui
Mashinini does give more than s broad lint that
there is a faction or iendency within the ANC
who are thinking along these lines:

‘..o if we have introduced a pew element,
that of the negotiaied sertlement, and il we
shared the beliel that ttansition in South Afnca
will have ln come through negotiations, then it
1% imperative v adidress and review the gmiegy
of the people’s war.” A far cry, indeed, from
the heady days of the early 1980s,

Mashinini himsell iz only a very recenl con-
vert to the concept of a negoliated settlement
In April 1986, he argued in the pages of
Sechaba, that the highly developed capitalism
of Sonth Africa has given rise I 5 large black
wirking class, relatively highly organized and
class-conscious, with a political = xperence and
maturily ansing from half a century of mass
political mobilisation,

He emphasised that this ‘as it coold be con-
ecived of in any highly developed capitalist
conntry” brought to the fore of the sroggle the
issue of insurrection. (Quoted by Bundy in
Transgformation, No, 8) Whal arc the forces
which are causing this “new thinking' in the
ranks of the ANC? It cannot simply be the
dhalition of perty-apartheid. The main founda-
tiows of apartheid: the Group Aras Act, the
Land Acts and the Hegistration of Popolation
Act, are still firmly in place, with oo sign that
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they will soon disappear. The mass or-
EATTEALLONE remain banned,  Detention
without trial or s=vere restriction on the
political activity of thosc released con-
finpes.  Anti-trade union legislation is on
the statute book, In what way, then, is
spartheid aboning itsell? Cleady this is
prmsens, and we must look élsewhere,

There has always been more than one
source of developments in South Africa in
the ANC - a relommist and a revolutionary
wing, with shadings in between, There are
signs that the reformists, who see the way
forward through negotiation and dialogne
have been strenpthened Why is this?

Ever since its foundation in 19, there
has always been a strong petty-bourgenis
element in the ranks and leadership of the
ANC, bul in the years of violent confronta-
tion with the state, this sector hasheen over-
shadowed by younger elements and
wurkers: But they are still there and they
have gained sustenance by the growth of 2
black irader cluss and a black bourgeoirie.

Now Moscow has added its not incon-
siderable weight and prestige in sapport of 2
less intransigent opproach,

In @ asticle in the Weekly Mail (March 23-
), Alexander Devitt, political analyist of the
Movosti Press Agency in Moscow, quoles Ud
¥ ukalov, head of the African Administration of
the foreign ministry of the USSKE. The lan-
puage is diptomatic and guarded, but there is
epough in it to epcourage the “moderates’ in the
AN, y

The Soviet Union, said Yuokalov,
‘preferred a political settlement and 4
political selotion to the apartheid
problem .., and struggle k3not the sole
means {of fighting sparnheid), There are
othersincloding sanctions.

"The isnlation of apartheid will con-
tinue as long a5t exista. But this does
not mean that we shall only use our fists
tn dealing with the government of South =
Afrca”

Yukalov then cited the An-
pola/MNamibia peace process as on ex-
ample of the drafting of agreements lo
whith there are no winners, nor losems.
sides stond Lo gain’, he said

The striking skmilarity betwesn the phraseol
opy used by Yukalov and Mashinin canot be
eatirely comncidental,

One wanders if the Momibia liberation for-
ces, notahly SWAPD, which had no pat in this
‘peace provess” would concur with this san
guine view? And has the Kremlin in mind a
similar pricedure for South Alnca?

In Moscow's view of the fulure of South
Africa, sz interpreted by Yukalov, the man rule
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National Party leader FW de Klerk —
negoliations’

= &
Joint platform with Buthelezi and UDF agains

will be played, not by the natonal liberalion |

forces hut by "multilateral diplomacy” and the
abandoning of attitudes based on confronta-
tion." This would depend above all on politcal
conscpsus Emong permaisnt members of the
United MNations Security Council,

Most omisons of all bs Yukalov's clam that
the position of favouring political over confron-
tational sclutions for South Africa was one that
the Soviet Union shared wath the ANC. "Thers
are no differences in our pozitions.. The LISSR
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and the ANC beliove that the climination of
apartheid by political methods would be in the
interests of all South Africans, black and
white.” He did, however, add that the elimina-
tion of vialence depends on Pretoria rather than
the ANC or the Soviet Union,

The pm-negotistion Tendency must have
been further strengihened by the letier from
Melson Mandela to the Brntish Ambaggador to
Pretonia, SirRobert Renwiik, in which he clear-
ly hinted that he wquld like ralks, and

A

Mandela's almust effusively frendly lefter 1o
Mungoshuts Butheler, leader of the night wing
Inkatha movemenl It is considersd of great
siymificance thal e addressed Buthelezi by his
tribal name *Shngt” and signed with s own
tritritt pame Madiba®

Butheleei has long been Pretora’s favounsd
candidale {or negotistions, but he has always
insisted thal he conld pot take part in discus-
sirms untl Mandela s released, The goestion
arises: is Manidela preparing ldmeelf to play a
rille in fecking o way ovul of the impasse [n
South Afnean politics? OF greal significance is
the passage in his letter 1o Buthelezi when: he
expresséd his lervent hope (1o see) the restor
Hon of U cordial relations which existed be-
rween the twoerganisations { ANC apd Inkatha)
in the seventies.”

Yet in the June 1987 issue of Sechaba, oie
of the leading CP theoreticians, C.
Theodoropatous, referred to Buthelezi as a
*quialing’ and a “traitor’

The pré-negotiation position has been fur- |

‘time for

f mess.‘nn

ther remntorced by the stateraentissued by
the ANC from Lusaks on Apnl 19 In this
the ANC gives its [ull support tathe peace
confersnce which is being proposed by,
among others, the Roman Catholic
Archbishop Dennis Hurley, Professor
Pete Booyssen, Principal of the Univer
sity of Matal, and by Buthelesi to try aml
end the hizck aganat black violence in
Natad,

The statement from the ANC reads:
‘Members of Inkatha, the UUDE,
COSATU, businessmen, clergymen,
doctors, lawyers, social workers, youth
and winmnen, people of all races, you share
the responsibllity of ending aparthead —
the oot cange of all the confficts. Jnin
forces and present a formidable fmont
againgt the violence of spartheid.’

COSATLU and UDF affiliates issued o
press staternent giving foll support lorthe
proposed conference,

These are all indicalors showmg the
direction the wind is blowing.

But this wind is nod only ailectmg
some elements in the liberation movement.
Speaking to a Natonal Party conlerence, the
new pauty leader, F. W, de Klerk also raid thet
the time fo negotiations with all South
Alricans has armived. Pﬂfti:ipanls in this great
indaba would be *free” 1o pul therr full view-
points and counter-proposals. Talks could be
concentruled on how the aspimtitns and expec-
tations ol all the people conld be reconciled,
and bhe profiered a new constlution which
would allew “[ull participation” to
" all South Alricans and without pre-
rEluinisE.

These fine words have been met
with_ scom by the blaeck majorty.
They would want Lo see some sign
of senousness of intent behind the
heauliful promises —such as an end
1o the state of emergency; the release
of all politcal pnfoners uncond-
tignally, the lifting of resmrictions on
Folitical activises; the un-banning of
the mass orgamsations; the abolition
of censorship; and an end Lo capltal
punishrent,

But, of course, the National Pary leader
war, i the Amst instance, addresmng his white
constileency, which he will be (scing in the
general elections laler thie year. He has writ-
ien off the far sight-wing Afrikaners, Their
vile will go to the Conservative Party. Now he
is hoping to win over a secbion of the “liberal’
Englich speaking while veers, thus undescut

| ting the newly-lomed Democratic Paty,

D¢ Kledk, ke P.W. Botha beflome him, is
awnre that old-style Verwoenlian apariheid is
no longer on the agenda. He is secking & way
ot which will safeguant the prnvileges of the
white minority and save capitalism. One caris
cocked tothe emergence of *mnderate’ vouwes
wmong the oppressed.  Pretoria's success in
finding 2 solution to the Namibia problem, with
the assistance of Angnla, Cuba and the Soviet
Unipn, las ralsed hopes that it can alro Mad
hitherto unlikely allies In the black liberation
movement.

Charlie Van Gelderen
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‘Your
weapon is
fear - ours
is courage’

Over the past month iwo new groups
have been formed which aim to break
new ground in the debate in the wake of
the Salman Rushdie affair,

On May 27, Women ageminst Fundamicn-
talism organised = picket on the theme
'‘Religious leaders don't speak [or ur” against
the dencnstration called by Islamic fundamen-
talists; il wasg warcely noticed by the media.
However Winmnen against Pundamentalism was
launched 2z a nefwork which secks to challenge
the rse of (undamentaliza in all religions.
Coverage in the June édition of Spare Riblooks
not-only at the growth of islamic fundamen-
talism but at the develnrpment of Sikh
separatismy, at the mle of the Bible-thumpers of
the anti-ahortion movement, and of Jewish fun-
damentalism in Lstael™s campoign sgamst the
intifada

The Istamic [undiamentalists have portrayed
themaclves as the spokesmen (sic) of the Muos-
lim community in Brtam —and it s no wrpri.q:
to Amian wormen who have been orgamising for
wne fmme o i secular basis that the organisers
of the wnti-Rushdie demonstration explicitly
stated that they did nor want women and
children to participate’

PHO TO John HarisAFL

Both Women against Pundamentalism and
Voices for Salman Rushidie (whose statement
we reprint below) take up the question of op-
position to state fumding (o7 religious schools,

There has been all too hittle debate on the left
abour this critical issue. Not only does the
Labour Party Policy Review totally capliulate
un Lhis imporisnt matter, but cven on the had
left there has often been confuzion — and the

Muslim men oppased fo Rushdie — and women’s righta

banner of anti-racism huas been confused with
suppaort for religion. 1tis high time thar sharper
distinctions were made beiween muti-cul
turalism and anti-racism and that the fight for
secilarsm was given a higher printiy by the
left.

Terry Conway.

For the right to dissent

Against racism and fundamentalism

: )
Contact Women Against Fun-
damentalism and Voices for Rushdie |
cio BM Box 2706, London WCIN 31XX

Yoices for Salman Rushdie is
inviting any and all labour
movement, women's, black
or civil liberties bodies to
sipn the following statement.
“We are a number of diverse
individuals and groups who
have come together to voice
por concern about the issues
of censorship, racism, and
fuondamentalism which have
arisen around Salman
Rushdie's book The Saranic
Verses,

We suppoit Rushdie’s nght te
publish luz book and we repect the
attempts of both fopdamentalists
and mavsts 1o vee: thas affair 1o
promide their own ends

Ihere has been much talk of
Rushdie’s book giving offcnee.
We ar oftendad by:

W the wse of Uus alfior o mownt
racial wtecks on the Muosling com.-
mrueiily in Britiin;

|

@ the sanctmomous olaims,
made in the context of increasing
ceneorship and widespread mcial
discrimination. that British sociery
somehow embodices the values.of
pluralisn and the right to dissent;

® thie racist nxqum]'ptinn that
Muslim and black communitics
are monolithic, and the attempt in
rdentify 1stam as & whale with fun-
damentalism and eronsm;

B the use of the book by fun-
samentalists focontrod dissent and
repress diversity within their own
communilies, in purticulariheir at-

B tempts to thwart women's strug

ghes i contral therr own destinies.

We reject the attempt to present
the controversy surmounding 1his
book az a crude “Eastern wa,
Western” conflicl and we helieve
{hat such a false view only assists
those who would resmct our nght
to public discursion and dissent

Mo culture of society has a
monopnly on the values of
pluraliam and the nght to dissent
Indeed, all aver the world, people
from many different backgrounds
and b may dilferent cultures are
involved in struggles [or these
valves and rights

We see our campaign in defend
Rushdie and aguinst hoth macism
and fundamentalism as an intrin
sic part of those stmgales, includ-
ing the srugules of the lmnian
people agmnal Khomeini"s repres
sive megime

We helieve that as long as any
religion is given a pavileged posi

tion by the state, the right to dis
sent, and indeed the right 1o
freedom of worship, i under-
mined.

We call for the aboltion of all
blasphemy laws, the end of stale
aid 1o meligious education, and the
disestablishnient of the Church of
England as necessary precondi-
tions for the development in
Brtain of & genninely pluralist,
demnocratic society — a society
which has never existed n this
coumniry

Salmaon Rushdie s dght townle
and publish 15 also our rght o
rend, 1o think, to criticise, to dis-
senl. It bs the public”= right 1o open
and honest discussion and debate,

In the face of the appalling dis
tortion nf these izaes by both fun-
damentalists and racist foces, we
ciunol be silent. We urge others to
join us in supporting the dght ro
dissent and opposing both meism
wid Tundamentalism,
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What is the working

class?

CLASS OF
‘89

As Thatcher enters her eleventh year
of office and the left scrambles over
itsell In the race to pronounce the
working class and class struggle
sutmoded, Jean Rellly and Jane Wells
dust off the old definitions and find
the soft left’s analysis, and not the
working class, lacking.

Class divisions in Britain are now a
thing of the past, according to Conser-
vative Edocation Secretary Kenneth
Baker, speaking in ainterview for Hugo
Young's recent television review of the
*Thatcher Years'. ‘Yoo look aroond
vou and youw can’t tell what class people
are any mure. Ten years ago you could
have.', he said. This was, be added, one
of the great successes of the *Thaicher
revolation® — brought abeut by council
house and share sales (with, presumab-
Iy, some help from Next and Marks and
Spencer).

Many on the left seent to agree with him. We
are all, poes the new conventional wisdom
(readily embraced by Labour’s leaders too),
more middle class now, Like Ron Todd's
hiypothetical docker eaming #4000 with & villa
in Marbella, we no longer need rescuing from
an oppression that 't supposed o exist any
more {n handy formulation too, for s Labour
leadership with no infention of rescuing us—or
the dockers — anyway).

Ten vewrs of Thatcher have undoobtedly
stamped their made on the working class; with
patterns of employment and unemployment,
the johs pcuph‘: have lust and the johs thr'}' do,
working conditioms and standards of living all

changmg —and in some cases ra:l;icaj_l}'.

Fage Z6

K
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Ten years of change

Unemployiment, together with the the
decimation of tiaditional industges -and the
growth of the service sector, has changsd the
lace of working class occupations. Less people
are now employed in the heavy industrial blue
collar jobs {factonies, production lines, mines)
traditionally identified in popular under-
standing az working class joha.

An estimated 20 per cent of adults now own
shares, and more tha a million conncil homes
have been bonght since Thaicher came o
power. Standards of living lave gone up for
many hooseholds: The ‘average worker' who
haz voled Thatcher in at the last three elections
id now, we ane bold (before the recont increase
in inflation and mortgate mies), better off

Farewell to the working
class?

When yoo apply the "common sense” critena
for assessing class (elevated into a science by
sociologists and pollsters) — categories of
"status’, incomefobs, or, fathng that, satus of
housing tenure — then the “working cliss’, so

| defined, garts o score lower.

It's not surprising then than =ome (even
some who claim o be Marxisis) argoe that the
sum lotal of all these changes has seen off the
working class itseif

But does a decade of Tharcher add up 1o o
fundamenial restructuring in British society !
And does il all demand a re-think of what we
mezin by class, or a reassessment of the actual
anid poldical weight of the working cless and its
rale?

Muarzists wall wanl to take a closer look

Does working a computer for wages make her middle class or working class?

heneath the suiface of apparcnt changes which
many arc capger foembrace as the dawn of 3 new
era where class distinctions — and conflict —
have been discarded along with clogs, shiawls
and cloth caps:

A closer look beneath the
surface

Margism offers a more subtle and analytical
—esseatially matenalist — approsch. Beceuse it
examinesthe ‘objective’, orthe real roots of the
problem and not just its “rubjective’ ap-
peamnce, it ean stand the lest of time.

Capitalist society, sccording to Marx is
built on the division of people nto EIOUps —
classes — according Lo their place in then
econnmy and their relationship to production,

The bourgeoise, or ruling class, owns the
means of production (lactones, banks, com-
panies). It Lives ol income — the “swplus value”
(its profies. share dividends and sales) — that it
extrpets from the working class.

Then thee's the petry. bourgesie; penple
who own teic own means of prodoction (3
shop, taxl or small husiness, [or example), but
who don't employ and therefure exploit other
wimkers. Self eniployed professionals (eg doe-
tors) also come into this category. Their al-
lemanies are weaker, but ultimately with the
capitalist system — as {oug ax it altows them to
finurish. The growth of this class hus been:a
rvarked fealure ol the Tast decade

The wisrking class — myos of the rest of ps
sells ity labwour power.

The delinition of class, then, comes from the
relationship of these major grosps in society,
rather than belng o stabic catepory defined by
micLely cocupatiom orineonie, lfestyle or place
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iy the pecking order

That relationship, befween the bour-
geoisie and the working class, is neces-
sanly anlagomisic, as capital inevitably
attempls to extmct momre surplus value
from the working class foritsell. The con-
fTict and stroggle berween capital and
wage lubour is the class strugple, Class
and conflict are necessanly connected,
Class is also "ohjective” - our there in the
real wordd whether it is perceived as such
ot nod — and not *subjective” (ic depend-
enf on the analytical ellities of rome tren-
dy academics, or the class conreinuRness
ol individual worers),

Bur it isn’t quite that simple; or crude,

The working class is not =0 uniform a
block as this defimition might scem o
imply.

Marx indentified two broad sections of
the working class: those involved in
‘rmductive’ labour (ie ustally ndustnal
jnhs muking ‘things® — fuel, texules,
machinery ), and those in unproductive”
labour. This includes those who are paid,
oul of the capitalist’s slush lund of surplus
value extracied from productive labour, to
‘produce’ or run services on their behallf,
In torn, the unpaid lsbour of the
‘unpeoductive” worker reduces the costs
to the capitalist of appropriating surplus
value produced elsewhere.

In Marx's day this catepory of workers
would have comprised servanis and a small
number of chadty and state administrators, for
example. Today, where surplos value supports
the wellare state and a whole range of stalfed
plate functions, as well as the pavale service
sector, ‘unprodoctive workers” are an éver-ex
panding section of the woeddorce — and might
include everyone from teschers to school meals
staff (still} employed by the siate, from
secretanes in local govemment Lo relusecollec-
tors: employed by private contractors. Like
‘productive’ workers, all sell their wage labour,
although they might not create surplus valoe as
such themselves, All are denied control over
their labour-process. And all stand to gain
freedom from exploitation through socialism.

Emest Mande!, writing in his introduction (o
a volume of Marg"s Cagital, explained that “the
defining structural characterisation of the
profetanat in Marx's annadysis of capitalism is
the socic-economie compulsion to sell one’s
laboor power. Included in the proletariat, then,
are not only manual mdostral workers, but afl
unproductive wage-labourers who are subject
fo the same (undamantal constrminis: non-
pwnerslip of the means of production; lack of
ditect access to means of livelihood: inabiliry
to purchass the means of livelihood without
more or less continuous sale of laboir power,”

If we don’t understand or accept both as pam
ol the proletariat, then it is easy 10 see non-
productive workers as i different class (perhaps
pelly hourgeois) or, When they are sxpanding
as 2 ssction of the workforce, as o new class
with different interest from the proletariat.
When they are prowing at the current rate, panic
sets in and the decline of the working class is
conflared with the decline of heavy ndustrial
production. And because of the sex and race

PHOTO: John HamsML
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spread of employment with women and black
warkers forced mite raditionally lower paid,
low status "servicing’ jobs, such an epproach
very easily too separates women and hlack
people into the category of 'not real workem'.

This is the mistake of the Marxism Today
current and the wider, sociologically-inclined
analysis prevalent in the traditionally a-histon-
eal and anti-theory British Labour movement.

One of the soft left*s favourite theorisers, the
tare Nicos Poulantzas, fell nln this trap and
identifies all non-productive labour as con-
rlituling a ‘new-petty hourpzoisie’. Applying
this defenition it would be possible chop the U5
warking class at a stroke down to just 20 per
cent of the Amedean population, leaving this
newly defined “new petty bourgevisie™ with 70
percent—including, for example, refuse collec-
tors and hospital porers.

The muling class can live happily with this
fommulation — since rejection of clags strugple
follows [rom o rejecton of cfass. And the
promuotion of cross-class {and anti-working
wlass) albances then becornes an ohviouws altor-
native political metlod

What about the workers?

Where does all this leave ‘new’ working
class workers — those, often in while collar jobs
in new or newly expanding expanding, usually
service sector industries (eg high-tec light in-
dustrial production, finance, hanking, leisure,
services — public and private) which are of
growing importance in the European economy !
A Marxist analysis puts them with the
profetarial. Although sociologically speaking
they may be ‘middle class” (defined as o set of

Desperate in the DHSS: Thalcherism has widened the
gulf between rich and poor

noms, Lifestyles and atitudes), this in no way |

mithes them pant of the pelly bourgeoisie.
[3ul many workers are, undoubtedly, in an

B Fe

ambiguous, or contradictory
refaticnship to the means of produc-
tion. Most white-collar workers are
fully paid op members of the
proletariat since they have no con-
tral over their own, or others’
labaur. But there is a significant, if
smaller layer who, although they
don’t own the means of production,
may conirol production or the
labour power of a group of workers.
They may even have control over
invesiment in and resourcing of
production,

Where & worker, say, manages a
budget and department in local
govemment, oversees a faclory
production line, or drows up and im-
plements company business plan
{or hospital cuts and closares) — or
is even perhaps & hond-dealer with
no fubstantial sharcholdings of
her/his vwn — then their contedic
tory position as workers iz clear, not
just because of the day to day con.
tenl of their work, bul because of
thiir relationship to the productive
process: As well as selling their
wage labour, they contmol others®
laboor, they control (pant of) the
productive process and they control
investment/resounce allocation,

There have always been sections of the
working class, who, becanse of their particular
relationship to the process of production, have
occupied soch a contradictory class position.
The type of jobs they do, and their relative pum
bers and importance in the working class as a
whole may have changed over the last ten
years. They are materiall y affect=d by theirrole
in produoction and the economy. This will affect
thelr attitsdes and politics — perhaps even their
perception of class —but not their class itself,

Have working class
attitudes changed?

So, if the changes to the economy since 1979
haven't scen off the wodking class as such, have
they even fundamentally changed working
class attindes — to the point where Labour
{with radical or even not so adical policies) is
now unclectable? 1= the Brtish electomte now
more Thatcherite in itz values?

Working class people are subject 1o {and
may somebmes actively seek oul) contrdic-
tory pressures, many of them economic ( for ex-
ample having a stake in the profitability of
capitalism. through property or shore owner-
ship),or ideological (patnobic allegance to an
imperialist power, or buying The Sun, for ex-
ample).

IL s an apparently expanding layer of
workers exposed (o such pressures, and the bet-
ter-off working class with a poor level of class
consciousness which have led the soft lefi to
pande,

It's handy though to remember that the
revisionists have becn pontificating and
predicting the "embourgeoisment’ of the work-
ing class since the 1950's and 60's (when
Labour Tnst three eleclions in a row, too, and
the mation was told “yoo've never had it so
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good' ). Sections (and from lime to e even a
majority) of the working class then, a5 now —as
they alwiys will — have allied themselves with
the ruling class; insofur as they have voted [or
their parties, or they haven't challenged thewr
I:'HJWET.

It is also a salulory reminder to nole that
during the last len years when we are all sup-
posed to have become middle class, thal the
richest two per cent in this country still own 82
percent of all company shares and nearly three
guarters of all land. Since 1979 the income of
the rchest one per cent has gone up by a stag-
gering 346 pereent as 2 resull of tax cuts, salary
and interest rate nses. The poor, neadless to say,
have got poorer, 3.4 million people in Britrin
have an income at or helow supplementary be-
hefir level, Their numbers increased by 55 per
cent between 1979 and 1985 alone.

In many ways, given len years of Tory rule
and Lahour's useless npposition, it's actually
surprising that people aren’t more Thatcherite,
Whilst the fact remaing that since 1979 a
majority of the working class have voted Con-

rervative (and a majority of trade unicniste have
tot voted Labouor), polls and surveys of social
attitedes consistently find that the values of
Thatcherism are ghared by even fewer people
than the numbers who acmally vote Conserva-
tive in elections.

One of the latest murveys, conducted for a
BEC television documentery on “Thalcher's
children’, showed that 62 per cenl of people
questioned thought that the ideal for themsslves
and their family would be *a country in which
public interests and a more managed economy
arc more important.” Only 30 per cent would
prefer “a country in which private interests and
a free markel cconomy are more importani.”
Seven out of ton would pay more tax for beticr
public services, with a four-to-one majority
agreeing that ‘trade unions are essential 1o
protect workers” inlerests.’

So there are encouraging signs (o be read in
theae results — but Tike much sociological
material they only hold good until the next sur-
vey; and other, similar smdies have shown cer-
tain shifis lowards acceptance of more

Thatchente economic coicepts.

Mevertheless. amimdes do nol even deter-
mine voling behaviour, muech less social clisg
Whatever shift in sttitudes favourahle to capm-
tal there has been, and whatever peripheral
restructuring there has been of working class
and individual relation (o ceonomy, i remains
superficial and transitory. What matters is the
underlying relationship to the economy — in
production and in the pocket, The working class
ig sall there, waiting to be won, Which explains
why there can be a Tory govenment and stll o
large working class — which, for the last three
elections, has voted them in.

For favourable shifts in the economy and un-
dedying basic sympathies 1o be wanslated into
voles for Labour, it has io present a confident,
socialist altemative. Labour, unfortunately,
with the publication of its policy review shor-
ly after Thatcher's ténth anniversary, when the
Tories are at last looking vulnerable, shows no
sign of cowming up with one.

1992: a
battleground for
Europe’s black
workers

Business communities across Europe
are currently gearing themselves up to
take advantage of the vast profit-
making possibilities of the Single
European Market, coming into effect in
1992, However, while some EC leaders
are keen to combine this single market
with a single monetary policy, others —
notably Britain’s Margaret Thatcher —
are more anxious to see this as an exer-
cise in deregulation and free-market
principles.

The Single European Marker will in any
eveqt seek 1o minimise workers' gaing by m
posing & downwand pressure o wages and so
cial henefirs, and exploiting massive. ine-
qualities between workers lo avert any
collective retabiatiod.

The increased competinon among busi-
niesses and industries opemating in the EC will
also mean a far greater conventmtion of wealth
in the hands of a few.

The othersignificant development of such an
integrated capiltahist market muost undoubtedly
be the freer use and ahuse of the flexible, un
skilled lahour provided by migrant, lnmigrant
and refupee wotkers and black workers in
general, These workers, with Little protection
and few rights, will form thecentral plank in the
drive for mimimum cosis, either for the com-
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pany or the state.

The reality is that this extended
plavground for Europe’s capitalists
will also mean an extended bat-
tleground for Europe's workers. In
Britain the Trade Union Congress
received the president of the
European Commission, Jacques
Delors, with much enthusidsm al its 1988 con-
gress, while at the same Lime passing a resols-
tion { which received muoch less media altention)
stating that "the intemal market represents a fur-
ther concentration of econcemic and industrial
power in the hands of multinational compamnies
and o significant weakening of the ahility of
memhber states i intervene in their own
eCONMMiEs .

Black communities first to

suffer attacks

Tt ix il this contexi thai we must view the
need, now more important than ever, for
capitalist states to maintain a cheap, very
flexible and camly expendahle mector of the
labuour market — in the form af Eurcepe’s black,
immigrant and migrant workforee. Tied to this
arc the means by which a supply of such
‘marginal’ labonr is o be regulated — both
within the BC through intemal controls, as well
as between the EC and its neo-colomes —
through the operation of a common immigra-

PHOTO: Julio EtchanRefiax

Top Eurocrat Jacques Delors at the TUC

uon policy at its borders,

Divisions betwesn the “skilled” and
‘unskilled” weorking class will widen, with the
formier having intgrests protocted and finding it
il easier Lo cross boundaries in search of woik,
Unskifled wotkers will be lefi behind in the
techuology drive and in the regional imbalan-
ceethat will be created. This-will hit black and
women workers particularly hard.

The sethacks thal black wokers in the EC
are likely to experence if the present implica
tiowrs of 1992 po unchallenged mghlight the
agenda of worker exploitation inherently em-
bodied Lo the Single Furopean Act At the same
timie, the appeal Lo racist and impenalist fer-
vour, which will become an increasingly
promincnt feature of the bulldup 1o 1992,
stems from the intrinscally class biased nature
of the Ewropean Community.

Controds on the block and nugrant com-
munity in the BC, regardless of whether they
have hecome EC natonals ornol, operate in dif-
ferent forms and 10 dilferent extents in each of
the member staies. Their fupdemental sle-
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menia, however, remaim the same —
that 14, & syslematic uml{:rmmmgul
this vommmunity’s civil, social and
politival rights, amd thereby also itz
acvess to all forms of social
provision, bepefils ond services,
This iz best exemplified by the use
of Tudcish guest-workers in West
Gemany and North African guest-
workers in France. These countries
have been oble Lo gel away with
denying this pool of workers any
protection from the worst excesses
of pravate profit-making, with the
implicit collahoraton of the trade
uninmns

In Freland, Sinn Fein have iden-
tificd the problem of emigmtion as
imureasing, as Irsh foms, unsble 1o £
compete in size and onentation to .

n HasrladFL

intematiomal markets, lose o
under 19492,

As the informal service sector
within Burope: prows, and regional
disparilies worden, the goes
worker system will no doubt ap-
pear even miore afiractive (o the mhing classes

PHOTO: Ja

confined to the lowest paid jobi, and not only
will govermments be able lo shed their social
regponsibility for these workess, but they can
then be easily deported when no longer necded.

The continuation and developmeni of such a
syslem will rely heavily on the propogation of
eacisin, Clever nse of this powerful loo] serves
not just to danyp down dissent from the work-
ing clasgs in general, but also o enable hmader
recruitment from sections of Eumpe’s black
population to the status of poest worker. The
subssquent anempts to erode the present nghts
of unskilled/marginal workers — either from
poorer BC conntries such as Greece and the
Spanish state, or from colonised temilories like
the North of freland and the Basque region —
are oily 2 question of Hime.

It iz unlikely that any of these workers will
enjoy the frecdom of movement across intermal
borders so enthusiastically welcomed by sup-
poriers of the Single European Act The exact
nature of o common system of contmls is cur
rem ly unider discussion

However, one of the ways in which these ad-
ditivnal, more stringent contruls will be eased
in has already been hinted al in 5 Britsh Con
servative Party briefing paper; ‘Britain's fron
tiers will emain closed to terronsts and drug
tiaffickers. The completion of the Single
Market does not require the abolition of
secnrity and iImmigration controls ot frontiers
and portsof entry ... it supports mioves Ly make
frontier formalities quicker and easier for
travellers without compromising saleguards
againat temronsis and criminals’.

The Brnush Govenument s clearly anxioos
tor sguate ‘illegal immgration” with lermonsm
st ding tratTicking, thereby deeming it sccept
ahle 10 mae the rame degree of fomce indealing
with these matters. In fact, in some cases, such
itsi Tor workers from the North of Incland and the
Basque country ‘anti-termonst” laws are already
in force that enable soch rextncitons on free
movement to be put into prachice
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Of course, an inlemal controls system will

of the EC states. Not only will these workers be | only work effectively if control of immigration

into the EC is cormespondingly hard line. Here
Britain leads the way, Refugee and lusmin
rights orgaisations in France, West Germmuny
and the Benelux countries have already heen or-
ganising apainst some of the contents of the
Treaty of Schengen. This treary lifts the fron-
tiers berween the shove-mentioned stales in
19943, and ameong s concems is the need for
these countires to introduce vien requirements,
fines on transport companies, an alarm system
to prevent the arrival of new groups of refopess,
and an exchange of mformation on immigrants
and asylum-seekers. Many of these inftiatives
were pioncered by Britain, and, as the organisa

tions point out, the Schengen agreement will
serve as a bluepnnt for the restrictive measures
(o be adopted by the EC as a whole in 1992,

‘Fortress Europe’

The imsiue of firm bonmdgration lews falls inte
line with the generl concept of u 'Fortress
Eurmpe’ — a tem indtially wsed to describe the
exiemal protectionist imde policies envisaged
i the stting up of European intermal markets,

The mudn project of 1992 iz, after all, an al-
templ 1o create a capitalist entity able 1o com
pete with Tapan and the USA: British ndustry
appears unwilling to recognise that this will
grow  up  around the West Ger-
muwyFrench/Benelux axis already in existence,
and will not benefit peripheral or less lech-
nologically developed areas such as Britadn.

Ihe campuign in Batain for the tmde unions
to Like the issue ol immigration and deportaiion
sefously has been a long one, but one with
some degree of mecess. The 1992 Single
Europein At will test the commitment of the
trade unicis to their black members and their
foresight in recognising the dire conrequences
of capitulation to racism for the vishility of the
trude unton movemont itzell.

The left and the labonr movement in the BC
have an imporant part to play in bringing rothe
fore those aspects of the 1992 Act that are

The bosses' ideal of the Single European Market is sweatshop conditions, explolting low
paild black warkers with ne trade union or other rights

directed at {urther attacks on the most wul-
nerable sector of workers,

Heightening awareness in the trade unions
and the black community provide the left with
opportunities to campaign on radical demunds,
In the short térm, concentrated pressure has (o
be brought to bear by the left across Europe oo
the BEumpean Trades Union Congress, nation-
al trade union federmtions and the mass work-
g class parties in the Buropean patliament to
win their support for a position of no police
cliecks on nationality/immigration statos, in-
cluding ot workplaces, or checks priorto cluim-
ing public funds or services.

There shoold be no escalation of mmigra-
Lion controls pn ports of antry into the EC' and
‘0 deporatione. In addition, such provisions
as eyual pay for work of equal value and
giatutory protection for the low-paid must be
highlighted m the election manifesios of the
miss social democratic and communisl parties.

Many groups are already rallying aronnd
demands for the nght of asylum for relugees;
{and the European Commissions's proposed
directive on this has been promised since mid-
1988Y. but the nsed is to link this cm'r:paign o
other problems facing the black working class
as @ whatle.

The principle that cannol be bypassed liere
is that of support for the self-orpanisation of
black wmd migrant workers, meloding ack
women workers, both inwide and outaide of ex-
isting frade union and party structures. The
campaign against the 1992 Single Buropean
Market provides o positive apportunity Lo show
that the struggle for bleck workers® interests is
not only compatible with the wider struggle of
the working class, but un inscparible, and ul-
tmately fundamental, component of it — na-
tivnally, and even more so intemationally.

Itis now high time that the lefi, including the
far lefi, cedsed o rogard this as o peripherl
iesue, and recognised i1 ss central to-any
socialist programme for Europe.

Anita Morris and Dan Carter
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‘Thirtysomething :
Channel Four,
Tuesdays 10pm
‘Balancing Acts — on
Being a Mother’,
Edited by Katherine
Gelve. Virago £5.99

Cecilia Tredget
examines two very
different treatments
of similar themes.

Set somewhere on the East
Coast, Thirtysomething
revolves around the lives,
loves and families of a small
group of friends who once
wenl to college together,
This group have now all
‘grown up’, shaken off any
polirical commitments, and
have immersed themselves
in a comf{orable lifesiyle
where stripped-pine and
coffee percolators are the
onder of the day.
Hope and Michae! have a

davghter, Janey; Hope isin

uhlishing, Michael iz a partner
[:1 an advertising firm with best
friend Elliot. Elliot and Nancy

have two children and marmage

Real lives?

prohlems. Mancy ir a freelance
book illustrator. Bach week the
P me concenirintes o i
different characier and theme:
the prospect of a childless
relationship; the death of a close
relative; coping alone with
young children. Thirrysomething
i often humeomus, sometimes
sentimental — bat it rarely
eonsiders anything political
ontside lkmir}:as].rﬁime world,

Thirtysomething hgs become
something of a cull. So what is
it that makes this thinhng
person’s soup’ 30 popular?

The programme, unlike the
majorly of contemporary
American soaps, attempls to
explore the ﬂr::ﬁitt-:msl'i.tpr:l
between friends, parents and
their children. This makes it
somewhat unigue, an few TV
programmes are prepared 1o
give airtime to what are thought
o he hum-drum, everyday
CCHICETS,

Friendships hetween women
and between men wre portrayed
in a positive light, and what they
say and mean 1o one snother 18
taken seriously.

A favounie themes in the
tlmngm me 15 motherhood

ope hias a baby of only about
nne. | have nften found thar the
image of motherhood presented
15 something that Tcan identify
with, Again, this doesn’t often
happen i popular television and

1 have been surprised a1 how
accurately this relationship has
been depicted,

Thirtysomething hasn't
exploded the myth of the semne
uned blissful mother, but il has
cone some way loward
showing how we don’t cope,
how we feel contmolled by this
inecssanily screaming stranger,
and how it can izsolate and
ug-nerve the seemingly
strongest and muost capable
WIATETL

Throughout the series the
relabionship between Hope and
her daughter changes and
develops, az it inevitably does;
Hope retums 1o work and Jeaves
Ja.nrj' with a nanny, The job
m:ch does is demanding, she's

ed wilh guwilt and her
hushand is not supportive since
he’s used to having her aronnd
when he gets back from work.
So much for the *New Man®
Michael: but is it really any
different in any nther nuclear
family?

Balaricing Acts is a collection
of thirreen essays on different
aspects of motherhood. Each
story cmphasises a particular
experience of being a mother:
bringing up a disabled child; the
fear or reaning a child in = racist
apcicty, being white adoptive
parents to a black child, coping
with a child that died ar eleven
wecks, or simply how to juggle

your life to cope with the
endless work that children seem
to create,

The contributors examiine
their relationships with their
partners and thewr children, and
place them in the context of our
aociety. Some essays are
stronger than others and some
are too academic, but each one
has something concrete to add
1o the picture of motherhood
that the book creates,

For me the most interesting
theme that runs through the
majority of essays is that of how
wi ag feminists reconcile the
wimniun and the mother in this
sacicty, All of us want tn be
"Super-Mum” and cope with
everything just like we did
before she arnived. We don’t
want it fo make any difTerence.
However, the reality of the
situaticn is thal we aren't the

RAMC PEIsof, we are something

move, end sadly, something less,
stmrggling to keep our heads
ahove water,

Balancing Acts is an
invaluahble book for women
because it is only thrmugh
sharing our cxperiences os
women and miothers thal we can
elurl {0 come o' a befler
understanding of our mole in
sociely and how we can lake
action, both individually and
collectively, to change it.

Bad enough hearing it in the pub!

ON THE GOLDEN
PORCH
By TATYANA TOLSTAYA

Virago

Review by Jean Reilly

I should say straight away
that 1 hate short stones. This
collection has not changed
my opimion.  Descnbed on
the sleeve as ‘poetic, magical
anid prercingly lunny ' this
book by Tatyana Tolstaya, a
relative of Leo Tolstoy,
might be a bit of the first o
style, maybe even a hittle of
the second in content, bul is
absolutely none of the third
in any respect whaisoever.
Many of the stones are
wnitten fmm the pont of view of
children of vanous ages, all of
whom appear to be sullering
(rowm & high temperature and
feverizhiess. The anthor seems

Fage 30

to have pot & lot of her ideas
from when she had the measles
as achild, Take the following
extract from a story ahoot o
young boy who is obsessed with
the mysterions ‘louche” Tamila;

Well, when you eat lemons,
save the pips for me, all right?
IT wvou collect ope hundred
thowsand pips aid make them
into apeckiace, you can My even
higher than the trees, did you
know that? If yvon want, we can
My 1ogether, 1"l show you a
place where there’s buried
treasure — but 1 forget the
password 1o open it up, Mayhe
we' 1l think of it tngether.”

1 realise that literature does
not have to be realistic, bat you
have to at least identify with the
characters. 1cannot, for the life
of me, identily with a child who
wowtld believe for one second
that load of old *poetic and
magical” nonscnse,

The viher maun theme of the
book is people looking back on
part hushanids, affairs and 20 on;
regrelting earlier decisions and

PHOTO: Marting Stead

fanlasising on what might bave
been. This may be a perennial
theme of the short story (not Lo
mention films, popular songs
and magazine articles) bul it is
bad enough listening 1o that zon
of thing in pubs without paying

I am (old that =hort stories are
by their very nature partiad and
are meant o be evocative of
feelings, emnotions and so on.
All this oollection evoked in me
was iritation — but then, T bate
shor siodes,

good money lo read about it

li. I.’f

EJT “ ii'
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Support the Beijing students

and workers!
Chinese Solidarity Campaign,clo The Chinese Information
Centre, 68, Shaftesbury Avenue, London W1
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| Mississippi Burning
Film with Gene
Hackman and William
Dafoa

Murder of
the men
with no

names

Reviewed by Debbie
Epstein

Missizsippt Burmng is based
pn the true story of the
killing of three young Civil
Rights workers, Goodman,
| Chaney and Schwerner —
two white and one black —in
| Mississippi in 1964 during
the Civil Rights campaign in
the South of the United

| Staes,

The [ilm starts with the
mrrder —one barely Las Gme (o
get involved in the [ate of the
young men — and concentrates
on the effors of the FBI to track
down and prosecute the
mrrderers

The twn mam characiers are
FRI men, one a portherer and
one from Mississaipm, where he
had been a shiedff before poing
north to join the FIR1. Making
the FRI the heroes makes for an
vid feeling, to say the least,
| knowing that the reality is that
they fully back the racist system
and indulge in all kinds of
nefarious practices which
damage civil rights.

That sand, the film is
mtercsting and worth seeing, It
brings different things 1
different people. | wenl Lo see it
with three other people, one of
them black. For me, it brought
hack the hermor which T had fel
at the time of the monders. Bad
57 all the viher violence and
murders during the Civil Rights
| campaign hud been, these

seemed panicolarly homific
becanze of the way in winch the
young men hid been set up and
solated for the purpose of
miurder, hecause of the way in
which it was not allowed that
they be buned together in
Mi=sissippi and, niost of all,
hecause of the way in which
Chaney, the black mian, had
heen mutilated as well as killed

This last
fact was not
referred to in
the film, nor
were the
names of the
three victims
given either, though the
way while Southemers
used Lo inflict castration
on blacks was explored.
Perhaps the motivation
for this was to make the
epirnide seem more
general, but | fouwnd it
disturbing that the
murdered men had no
identity other than
being called “hoys" or
‘civil dghts activists’,

One of my friends,
only a few years
younger than myself,
knew of the murders,
hut did pot remember
them, and forhim the
film had the eifect of
making events that he
had heard aboot noce
real, even given the
inevitable gloss given by the
production.

The youngest of the party, in
her late twenles, Was 0ol sure
whether these particular murders
were fichonal, extrapolated
from the general history of the
period, or factual. She, along
with abont half the andience,
wan black, and had had some
doubts about going t see the
filmi — much along the same
line= az women might have
shout going to see Fhe Accused
— but, hiaving seen i, felt that it
had been worth the pain. The
uudience a= a whole were
ohviously moved — the zilence
way pulpable as we lefl the
cinema.

The film was in the liberal
tradition - clearly against meism
and hagotry, but wathout any real
analysis of their canses, The
neares it came to =such an
analysis was when the
Mississippian FBI man rold Lis
colleague a story ahout his
father killing the mule of a
neighbouring black farmer who
was doing better than his father.
He ended the story by saying,
“If he was no better than 2

Unlikely haroes: Hackman and Dafoe as Fi

Megm, he was nothing.”

However, it does raise a
number of interesting questions.
The Morthems FBI man cleudly
sees the Southemers as
somehow weird and himself as
coming South to solve the
problems there. The black
community is largely passive
and frightened, though elements
of resigance do come through -
as, for example, in some of the
chumch services; in the scene
where the black fanuer takes lis

nm oot to iy to fight off the

an invaders and in e scene
where the young black boy tells
the FBI man to ask the sherff
his questions, and responds Lo
the lalter' s question, ' Why
aren't you frightened?” by
saying, 'Why aren't you?'

The attitude of while
Seuthemers who are not Klan
members i alzo mised, though
not fully explored. For example,
in nne scene, the camera cuts
stralght from the beating up of a
young black boy to a television
interview with a woman mn the
crowd watching the dragging of
the swamp for the bodics. She is
asked how she thinks hlack

people are treated in Mississippi thian one would have liked.
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The film shows the black community as simply passive

and responds along the lines that
they are generally beated well
and it*s only the Nonhem
student mbble who have stired
up trouble. The tuming point in
the film comes when the wife of
the deputy shenff gives the FBI
the nformation wiich leads to
their being able 1o st up and
caich the ciminals, When she is
severely beaten up as a resulr of
this, the feeling of the FBl men
changes from one of
proefes=zional determination to
one of emotional involvement.
For the audience, too, this scene
leads 1o audible gasps, Do we
still feel more about viclence
agains 3 white person? Or was
thiz becanpse she was a woman?
Or becrore of the realisation
that the Klan would atiack
anyone, regardless of colour?
However, though the
questions are raised, answers are
not explored and the glossineas
of the rreatment of the FBI is
unrealistic and disturbing. In
spité of these rerervations, the
film iz worth making af cffort to
see. Like Cry Freedom, it is o
lot better than might have been

expected, though il ix wome
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A personal tribute by
Charlie van Gelderen

Returning from & prolonged
trip abroad, the news of the
death of Harry Wicks came
as # greal shock to me.
Puring the last few years we
had drawn closer together
both politically and per-
sonally. 1 shall miss him
greatly.

Harry Wicks was in many
ways a persenification of the his-
tonc conlinuity of our movement

until his death, a living link be
tween the early Leninigt Com-
intermn and the Bolshevik Party and
those who carry ou those wadl-
tias today,

He became interested in work-
ing clags politics at the early nge
af 16 when he joined the Daily
Herald Group in 192]. The Group
was, il its majornity, a parficipant
in the founding of the Communist
Party of Great Britain. He helped
te form the Young Communist
League, where his qualities: of
leadership were immediately
recognised. [hunng the General
Strike of 1926, he ediled a mnk
and file jourml, 8¢ pral.

Harry was sent te Moscow for
a three year course at the Intema-

HARRY WICKS: 1905-1989

tional Lenin
School, He ar-
rnved a moeath
or two before
the 15th Con-
gress of the
Communisl
party ol lhe
Soviel Union,
which voted [or
the final expul-
sion of Leon
Trotaky and the
Lefl OQpposi-
fiom. The school
hecame a plat-
form where the
issues which
were learing the
Boldhevik
Parly and the
Commumist In-
temnatienal into
warring fac-
tions were

thrushed out in Lenin with Sverdioy

heated debate.

This expericnce was Lo have o
profound and life-long influence
on Harmy, despening hiz under-
standing of the fundamentels of
Marxiem and hiz inter-
nationalism. The sierle Stalinist
doctrine of building ‘Socialism in
One Country” was an anathemn to
him. Back in Britain he soop
found himself in conflice with the

A link with the early Leninist Comintern

Communist Parry bureaucracy. In
Gemany, the threal of fascidm
wis reaching menacing propor
tions, Stalinist pelicies could only
lead the German woring class
the most powerfully organised
proletaniat outside the Sowviet
Union — inte the abyss of defeat
lpining with Reg Groves,
Huogo Dewar, Henry Sara and

others in the Balham Group,
Harry fought for the prin-
cipled Leninizt positions
championed by Leon
Troisky. Their expulsion
from the CPGH followed, but
Harry emained truc to those
principles throughout his life.
A high peak in his life was
when he shared a platfom
with Trotsky in Copenhagen
in [932 when Trotsky gave
ks memorable address ‘In
Defence of the Rusaian
Revolution” on the occasion
of its | 5th anmiversary.

Harry had many differsn-
ces with the leadership of the
Fourth Intemational and with
other British Trotskyisis
Never a docile conformist, he
did not. hesitate to express
these differences forefully
But in u letier Lo me, wrillen
only & few months belore s
death, he reaffirmed has loyal-
ty tn the Fourth Intermabional
snd jts programme.

We dip owur red banners in
tribuze to his memory and extend
our sympathy to his wife and
family,

Dur greatest tribuie to Harmy is
in varry ing ol the political work
which was his life blood and 1o
build the Founh International

A tribute by Charlie van
(relderen
Within the space of two
monihs, death has removed
from us two of the oulstand-
ing pioneers of Trotskyism in
Britain — Harry Wicks in
April, and now CLR James.

While Harry remained & con
vinced Trotskyist all his life, James
developed  political and
philosophical conceptions of his
own which led him away from
Trotskyism.

Born in Trinidad in 1901,
James® firsl interest was in crickel
— a spoit guiee considered quintes-
sentially English, but witich his na
tive Canbbean his long made its
OWIL

In the heated stmosphers of the
political debate which followed the
First World Was, James was soon

CLR James 1901-1989
Thinker, writer, revolutionary

caught up lo the mounting
criticisms ol the colonial regime
and he was patticalarly deawn to
the popular movement led hy
André Cipriani, who was mayor of
Port of Spain. One of James' ear-
lizst political writings wis a biog:
ruphy of Cipriani Jater republished
in arevized version az The Case for
West Indian Self- povernment.

In 1932, Jameés ammived in
England, first settling in Nelsun, a
Lancashire town with 2 strongrads-
cal tradition. The industral dis-
pules which were going on at that
time were toleave a lasting impres-
sion o his mind The Lancadiire
wiorkers, as he was to say later,
were his educators in the class
struggle. And it was in Lancashire
that he mead Leon Trotsky's His
tary of the Russian revelution,
which was to fum him to the study
of Marx, Engels and Lenin

From then on, James identified
himself with the seciallst yevolu-
tion. He joined the: Indepapdent
Labour Party {ILP) in | 934 and he-
came actively dnvolved with the
Trotskyist Marxist Group, and
gsoon became its foremost
polemicist,

Those of ue who were around
those 'days can still recall lis tall
stnking figore and his Gery denon-
ciations of Stalinism, Only opce
did the Communist Party pluck up
the courage lo engage hilm in
dehate. In the Ielington Library on
Helloway Road he devastated the
CP spokesperson Pat Sloan, him-
self w0 tnean orator.

Jumes' qualities as a speaker
and writer of the highest ahililies
were paricnlarly to the fore aller
Mussolini®s invasion of Abyssimia
Hisz articles inthe ILP joumal New
Leader still mnk as among the best

agitatiopal tracie he ever wmite.
They cut searingly throagh all the
cant of the Leagoe of Nationz, Al
the IL¥5 annual conference in
Krighley, Iames sncceeded inwin-
ning support for workers' sanc-
tions and eyen in winning Fenner
Brockway away from the pacifism
of Maxton and the ILP's pur-
liamentary caucus.

In 1936, his Werld Revofuion
J947-34 was pablished Thin was
the first comprehensive sludy of
the fise of the Communiat (Thind)
Intematiomal under the leadership
of Lenin and Trotsky. and its sub-
sequent fall under Stalin

Trotaky*s comument on the book
waa that it was 2 pood book but its
author did not undersiand . dialec-
tics, This mokled with Tames, and
wik o lead lim into an intense
study of Hegelian methodilogy:
Thee result was his N ates on Dl
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Reactionary separatism In India

The call for the establishernent of a Sikh
notion (Khalistan} in the Punjab is o totally
resictinnary and seclanan demand. Jonathan
Tones (Sociafist Clutlesk 143 15 wiong to
equate this reectionary movement m the
Punjab with nadonal feeling in Kashmir,

The agtation taday in Punjab is not fora
Punjabi state but lor Khalistan. In any casé
Panjab 1g-divided between India and
Pakistan — a division which took place af the
tinie of independence and which invelved
the niost brutal inter-community conficls

Thiz brutal communalism is miTrored
today in the pro-Khalistan movement in the
Punjah and m comnmunalist parises in other
states. As well ax systenmilically mordenng
gocialistz and olher political opponents, the
Khalistam= regulasy slaughler ordinary
Hindus. In this way they hope (o drive
non-Sikhs ool of Punjab and (o have Sikhs
driven out of other paris of India

Despite the fact that the Khalistanis are in

L £ T E E R B

# small minenty even among Sikhs, they have
had a degree of success in this mm. The
Khalisian movement is nol one of an
oppressed nationality, but of religions
fundamentalists reflecting the interests of
well-off farmers and petit bourgenis sections,
and supported only by reactionary forces in
Pakistan and their friends in the CTA.

Thus any success for the Khalisian
maovement would strengthen rrachionary
communalist and sectanan forces n other
Indian states. Far from strengthening the hand
of the Indian masses, it would be an enormous
blow, upening up furher divisions that would
tike years to heal.

The LC.S. (Tnguitabi Communist
Sangathan — which is the Indian Section of the
Fourth Intemnationt} is implacably opposed 10
the Khalistan movement as are nther socialisis
in India.

An unrefenting struggle against the
K halistanis, bath in Britain and India, should
not detract from onr oppostion (o other
communalist curments, nor (o the increasing
concessions which the mling Congress Party
mikes to such developments, Indeed in many
places il has heen rections of the Congress
Party who are themselves responsible for
fomenting communalism and who have
pluyed their part in creating the basis for the
nse ol the pro-Khahstan movement.

Ollver New, Weast London

D e e RE e — — = raw——a
Once again, lesbians made Invisible

| am wriling o reassure readers that despite
the blalant omission of any mention of
leshians from the write-op of the Women for
Svvialism Conference in Soctalisr Qurleok Mo
14, Women [or Socialiem 15 commuitted to

building a secialist feminist movement that is
for all women, including Teshians,

Thiy was demonstrated by the facl that we
had a spedker from the Socialist Leshian
Group an the platform in the apening plenary
of the Conference, a workshop on “Leshians
ind Socialism” which was one of the best
attended of the day and discossed a wide
range of issués rarely un conlerence agendas,
and that the *structure, aims and objectives’
which were adopted, specifically state that
Women for Socializm is anli-heternsexist and
that the steering proup would include the post
of leshian liziron officer (which was flled).

| certainly feel that thiz iz a great step
forwand for 8 soviahst-feminist tradition that
hus largely fwled 1o take up leshian izmues,
greatly toits detriment. Unfortunstely this
appears (o be a view notuniversally held

Yours wondering what it takes sométimes,
Rebscca Flemming

The stuff that dreams are made of?

John Lister (Socialist Outlook No 14) says
“thoughts .. are nratérial things ...". They are
not. Matter is that which exists independently
of thoughts, There is no other definition. If
thoughts are matter, how can matier cxist
independently of them? To sy that thought
i3 material is no better than saying matler is
‘mental’, and mms maleralism nto a
nonsense, Both say ‘matler and thoughts are
the same stuff”,
CIHF Slaughter,
Leads

PS5 T must comect Mike Pearse's letter on
the WRF. The WRP's crisis of 1985 was not
‘termanal”.

e, inowhich e argues that it was
Trotsky who misnnderstood the
dialectic, and that his interpreta-
tion of histery was flawed.

With Harry Wicks, Reg Groves,
Henry Sare and others, James
played a prominent part in the
Trotsky Defence Committee
which was set up to counter the
avalanche of falschnods which
cameout of the Mascow Trials. Al-
though he continued o play a role
L in Trotskyist circles, he increasing-
ly concentrated on rescarch and
whling.

His novel about West Indian
hamack-yard life, Mty Alley was
published in 1936, and he was
working on what was to be his
magnum opus, his study of the San
Domingo revoll, the first success
ful slave rising in history. The
Black Jacobing is now acknow-
ledged as the classical study of that
epoch-making event, and showed
James” mastery of the theory of
permanent revelution.

In 1938 he published A History
of Negre Revelt. After the nnifica-

tion of most of the Trotskyist
grouplets in 1938, James was one
of the delepates to the Founding
Conference of the Fourth Infema-
ticnal, and was elected onta the In-
temational Executive Committee.

In 1938, James left Britain for
the United States and inmediarely
plunged himssll into the work of
the Sociahst Workers Party
{SWP), particularly concentrating
on izsucs affecting black people.

He spent some weeks with
Trotsky in Mexico, where they dis-
e¢ussed the question of an
antonomons black movement.
Within the SWP he fought for a
mm toward black people as an in-
tegral part of the revolutionary
movement in the USA.

The ootbreak of World War
Twio and the crsis which arose
within the SWP overirs position on
the Soviel Union gave James the
opportunity to develop his dif-
ferences with Trotsky, For Tames,
the signing of the Stalin-Hitler Pact
wits Lhe colminating evidence that
the USSR was no longer a

workers' stale which had tn be
defended.

In collaboration with Raya
Dunyevskaya he formed the
Tohnson- Fomest Tendency, which
developed theoretical positions
which took them lurther and fur-
ther away From the radiional posi-
tions of Trotsky and the Fourth In-
temational. They argued that the
Stalinist parties outside the USSR
were not the “toals of the Krenilin®,
bat were “an organic product of the
mode of capitalism at this stage”.
The Soviet Union was nol a
deformed workers” stale in which
the bureaperacy had usurped state
power, bul state capilaliat. His
break with Trotskyism was now
shanlule.

Jarnes als played an active role
in support of the growing revoll
against colonial rule, especially in
Africa. Kwame Nioumsh was a
protege of his, and he was hopeful
that Mkrumah would lead the fght
for a free and rociahst Afnca. Bot
he did pol hesitate to hreak from
Nkrumuh when he saw where he

WS- gning.

In his latter years CLE — us he
was universally called — almost be-
came & living legend. Hiz room in
Brixton became a place of
pilgrimage for black
revolutionaries from all over the
world, His interests were
widespread and cosmopolitan, A
passionaie fove for Shakespeare
and Beethoven vied with his devo-
tivn tocricket and hiz continued in-
terest in revolutionary politics.

He remained an optimist all his
life. On his BOth bintliday he wida
young audience in Chicago ‘1 will
live to sec the South African
revolution. I don't think 1 will live
to see the American revolution, but
when you make your revolution [
will find some way of coming here
to join you',

That revolutionary optimism,
that nungoestionable belief in the
future of bumanity was the chamc-
terietic wich best sums up CLR
James —thinker, writer, revolution-
ary.
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