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Texas chain

Mi5.USED WORD of the year must be ‘review’. Once a
harmless term for ‘reassess’, 1t has taken on a new
sinister meaning — more akin to Stalin’s ‘review’ of the
old Bolsheviks and Hitler's ‘review’ of the jewish ques-
tion.

Thatcher's haichet-team is furtively ‘reviewing’ the
NH5; the TUC is ‘reviewing’ its old policy against single-
union deals; and Neil Kinnock’s cohorts are conducting
their ‘review’ of Labour’s last few vestiges of socialist
policies.

One difference is that Thatcher appears to be backing
off her initial plans to demolish the NS as we know it,
while nothing seems to deter the Kinnockite stampede
to the right.

The security on the Kinnock policy review has been
selectively tight. While Guardian correspondents have
had access to all the texis, most Labour Party members
have yet to see any of them. Indeed even front-bench
defence spokespeson Denzil Davies was not in the magic
circle of policy-makers, and resigned in protest after
hearing new policies on defence for the first time on the
television —as Kinnock made them up.

Phase one of the policy review has already been
steamrollered through the party’s national executive —
lining up key union support in the process, effectively
guaranteeing it will pass through conference. Phase
two is now underway.

In each of the texts, the ideological source of the new
thinking is transparenily obvious, as the phraseology of
Thatcherism slips out time and again. The Kinnockites
are obsessed with ideas of ‘the market’, ‘choice’, ‘com-
petition’ and ‘the consumer’ as supposed driving forces
of progress. The traditional references to social need,
socialised ownership, planning and collective provi-
sion have all been relegated to the status of ‘old
fashioned’.

Among the early casualties of the first cull of socialist
and lefi-reformist policies have been nationalisation,
re-nationalisation of privatised firms, any pledge of
job-creation, and any commitment to repeal the Tory
anti-union laws (only sections may be repealed). Out
has gone opposition to nuclear power.

The various policy papers are also at odds with each
other: while the economics group has focussed om

saw review?

moves to make the workforce ‘more competitive' (a
polite term to cover fresh redundancies and speed-up),
the social security group has argued that the benefits
system cannol cope with even the present high level of
unemployment.

While talking of ‘equality’, the discussion on taxation
has centred on keeping down the rates of 1ax paid by the
top earners: socialist solutions to the funding of public
services have not been considered.

Among the many concessions to Thatcherism comes
the occasional blast from the past, among them workers'
participation, the great disaster that helped wreck
sections of the shop stewards’ movement during the last
Wilson government, which makes an unwelcome reap-
pearance, Of course any real form of workers' control is
dismissed with scorn and horror, since workers ‘simply
do not have the expertise to scrutinise company plans,
especially in workplaces which do not have strong
union organisation’.

All this ‘reviewing’ is being done in the name of
winning elections: but just which voter is being tar-
geted by such a ragbag of timid, half-baked, tinkering
reforms is never explained. Certainly the mythical
400 a week docker’ is more likely to be attracted to
Thatcher’s tax cuts in his hand than John Smith's
feeble promise of achieving equality through taxation.

The demoralised unemployed and low-paid are
hardly going to gallop to the polls on the basis of Bryan
Gould's promise to prioritise competitiveness and
‘adopt a more sophisticated definition of full employ-
ment']

The abject refusal to confront the naked capitalist
logic which drives on the Tory government, and the
attempt instead to produce a ‘Thatcherism with a
human face' is simply preparing a fourth successive
electoral catastrophe.

Fortunately Labour and trade union activists do not
have to wait until then before beginning the long-
overdue ‘review’ of the Kinnock leadership. They can
join with Socialist Outlook supporters in throwing their
weight now behind the Benn-Heffer campaign, and take
up the fight in every CLP and union body against the
new policies and fora consistent socialist alternative @
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Bureaucrats plan NHS birthday

WITH FEW policies on offer bt
hit air a-plente, 1L s nd garpnse
thuil the Labour Parme beadership
shomld offer as s celehraton of
the d0th anniversary ol e N1
an event combining inflatables
and MNeil Kinnock

Party die-hards wishing o
wark four decades of a health
semvire free at rime ol use have
hern arged 1o fork out e belly £3
per head for the 3 fuly pew
reatlist ‘Family Fun Das" in the
ternote reaches ol Alexandra
Palace

Y motdey collection of
jazz-hands and has-heens have
survived Walworrth Koad's
vellitg proccdures aud been
booked o entertain thie modess
Landfinl of lovalisis who are
likely tn palromse this event —
fior which the Nananal Union of
Public Emnployees (NUPL) has
conghed up a luge E23,000.

Lhere may be no politics
oller, br with the smallest stall
on hire charged ar £250, there
shonld be bags of moom o wilk
ariend

Meugwhile mrade woion and
Lubwour leaders, satisficd wirh
thelr flurry ol @ngry #peeches m
Febrnary and March {and
termified olany renrwed
imdustral action) are doiny
nothing (¢ oppese = Dew rowid
of sprnding rars takag sliape in
|||_'|sl_1:;|_:_|,§-'; arrnss ek couniry

While the TUC vrgamiaes 1is
lsllpock “torcl marches wath
“rallies’ nl handfuls; it has heen
IefT to rank and file achvists W
fight fur strike acrion and
pulitical meetimgs on 3 July, the
actual anniversary of e SHS

Uipion leaders have voce apal
discarded -anv aotion ol
ipcduarmal acoon wodefond the
WHA. In prevenling amy
repetibon of the Frbruary
maveinent, the health union
burcanerany has been assisted
b rhis year's ourses’ pay
awards, which have proved big
enough o defuse wage
militancy, and sufficently
ronplex i the new grading
structure to alsorl much of the
time anel cheegy of uninn
activists ar loczal level

The bureaucracy ls alsy
been unwiltingly helperd by the
crass political line of sections of
the hard lefi, especinlly the

2 Socialist Workiors Parne (5w

and Bevolutiomaey Comnminist
l'arly |BCP]

The W has now reveried o
breing the minsr defeatist of all

thase on the |eft, argulog againss

any renewed call lor sirike
action, und insigling insread oo
the need simply o 'bodd inthe
wourkplaces’ It shares with the
RO the ludiornns line that the
Feliruary strikes were semehon
a “ehispure’ aver gy, and rhit

the wages issue must now be the

Ariving firce to unite dnd

muhilise health workers
Phowgh the REP denyes this

lirse [Foan their ultre secianan

tefusal ro defend the NHS 'pan
of the capitalist state] ) againse
privatisadion, the SWE Line is
simply & regressinm Lo crnde
syrudicaliam,

Henumed it the righe and
Qefi' by bankrupt polloies, 1t o
searcely surprising that hiewlih
wnrkers Appear [ Rawve lost the
minsreseniuin of the struggles
earlier this vear

The harsh far remains that
natirmal-level camnpalgning oo
the nHS has alwavs boen
hampered by the lack ol
sullicient lorallyv-hased
lightizacks azamst cuts and

fi

asco

cligures. Thie busbefre spocacd ot
strike action, alter he
Manrheiter nurses” strike conldd
nor skip over Lhis weskness: it
needed o e backed up by more
susialed campaigming and the
Fsuild g of Trwal Iradershups
prepared e use induEicisl action
o Aghr the cuts

Tt is not too Liste 1o begm: b
it eans battdmg o defend evers
hed, ey pob, and .‘I‘r:kirlg L
link lucal campatgmes inlu.a
sericus (atenal-level lelitback
Lhat wounld be the best way 1a
miark the 40 anniversary @

TERRY SMITH

French hospital workers show the way

FRENCH HEALTHWORKERS,
whao have been battling
against a wave of ruthacks
Fmpu!itﬂ utider the
now-ousted Chirac
government, will no doubi
be looking with interest to
see if there is any change
of policy under the new
E‘ﬂ'i'El“l‘l:l‘n.l:l:lt.

As the general election
approached, over 1,000
nurses, doctors and
support staff ai the giant
1,100-bed Perray-Vaucluse
psychiatric hospital on the
ontskirts of Paris set a new
record for Lthe longest-
running strike by French
healihworkers.

For over a month
pickets had been
controlling all traffic in
and out of the hospital
gates on the vast,
sprawling site, While
patients in the hospital
were still being cared lor
under ‘emergency cover’
provision by the unions,
all ather work — catering,
cleaning, mainienance and
other services — wasata
standstill. And though
ex-patients who referred
themselves back for
further treatment were
being looked after, the
hospital had closed to new
admissions [rom other

hospitals or outside doctors.

This cross between a
sirike and an occupation,
supported by all three of

the main healthworkers'
unions (CFOT, CGT, FO),
had already won back B2 of
the 92 threatened jobs.
And when two Socialist
(hutlook supporters visited
the sirike in mid-May, talks
were taking place at
minisierial level aver the
outstanding 10 jobs and
the other main demand of
the strikers —extra funding
to provide adequaie
support services for
patients discharged inio
the community.

The Permay-Vauclose
strike is just one of a series
of dispuies now hreaking
out in French hospitals as
cutbacks and growing
pressures on services make
themselves felt across the
country. In the south of
France, healthworkers in
Cahors wilked out on
indefinite strike on 9 May.

Low pay, affecting all
grades of staff, is just one
ol a number of common
problems affecting
hospitals in both France
and Britain. Despite the
much higher cost of living,
French nurses with 10
years experience carm only
£9-10,000 a year, with
camparable rates for
qualified technicians and
support staff; nurse carc
assistants carm i merse
£7,500, and ancillaries and
clerical stall can expect
anly £6,600,

French healthworkers,
as in Britain, complain of
plunging hygeine
standards, worsened since:
cleaning work has heen
contracied out to privale
firms.

Despite the fact that
waiting time for operations
in France is measured in
davs rather than the
British system of
months or years, the
French servive based
on paymint for
ireatment with money later
refunded partly [rom
social security and partly
fram non-profit ‘mutuelle’
insurance schemes is
cumbersome and

bureauceatic.

A CFDT survey found 50
per cent of France's
710,000 hospital workers
still don’t ferl able to carry
out their work properly; 44
per cent wanl improved
conditions, while 25 per
cent singled out low pay as
their main complaint.

The fighting spirit of the
French healthworkers in
combatting cutbacks could
yel connect with their
anger over wages and spill
over into nationwide
action, In any event, the
French hospital sirikes
offer a nseful example Lo
British health activists as
they face another wave of
cuts and closures @
HARRY SLOAN
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Fighting section 28

THE CLAUSE is now law as
section 28 of the Inral
government &cr 1988, and the
stap the clause campaign must
turn to the next stage of Lhe
sirugple. The next task is
defending leshian and gay
equality work agamnstg the
operatinn of section 28

Twno factors will help in
consolidating and building the
broad-based unired frons
campaign which is key to
taking the struggle lorward
Firat, even though the dause
was not stopped, the campaign
achieved an historic success in
mehilising, on 30 Apnl,
Furope's largest and most
polirical demonstration ever
for leshian and gav nghts,
with significant support from
all levels of the labour
movemnent,

Second, the laboar
bureaucracy, taking its lead
from the Association nf
Lendon Authoriries (ATA), has
not collapsed ar the first whiff
of the law,

The section can be used
either by the distrlet auditor or
by any individual agking for a
judicial review, Such & legal
challenge will rake months
Fun irs course

The more immediate
problem 15 one of self-
cenaorship. Local authorities
may water down Commitments
ter lesbian aned gay equality
wark now, hoping to avoid
threatened legal challenpes
bring pursued. Also, without a
clear lead from either their
employer or their trade union,
wirkers will face the same
dilemma for fear of their jobs,

The Al.& statement — thar
equality work with sell-
identified lesbians and gay
men 15 safe — I8 a positive
stand. However, it leaves open
the question of work in the
education and yourh services
({in particular posinve images),
which is the main mrger of the
legislation, and where the [irst
legral challenge can be
expected

MNor have the Al and the
bureaucracy as a whole
organised to bolater local
authorities against the impact
of the legislation,

Nemands raised over the

SOCIALIST OUTLOOE no 8

Philip Core symbolically smashes a replica of

Michalao
against Clause 28

next period must be first and
loremuost on self-censorship,
and seeondly on repeal of the
legialation, Only when an
authority ie Iegally challenged
dn we peed o move on to
addressing non-
implementation and non-

elo’s ‘David’ at an arts lobby demonstration

compliance — present calla for
which are nor only premanire
but alpo threaten,
unnecessarily, the unity of the
campaign,

To this end we need w vet of
demands which ow from the
simearion and which can wiite

Anglo-Irish discord

I'HE FACADE of harmonious
relitions between the Britigh and
Trish governments, as presented
by the Anglo-Irish accoed, is
cracking open yet again

The current rift has becn
canged by the hringing tn couart
of the first test-case of the
fewly-agreed exiraditim ireaty
between the two states,

Tt has aken s long mionths
of heated argument berween the
attorney-generals of Brirain and
the twenty-gix counties for an
agreement tn he reached on the
issue of extradition. Now, the
shambles over Britain's attempt
torextracite Putrick McVeigh
has brought further
embarrassment o the
proponents of the vigbtlioe of the
AGTREMEnL

Britain has accosed Dublin of
backmg down un demanding
stipulations bevond the
requirements of Trish legslanon.
I'his has provoked anger in
Dabling, and such disagreements
hetween the attorney-generals

Ly Segbamber 1754

wre bound to lead o |i‘|':'|||r1'|!2'|‘-|
in the courts, thus severely
hampéring the éxtridition of
Irish republicans wanued by the
British government

Ihus, in turn, the relatonship
between the Thather
aovernmentand Dublin which
has been construcied through
the accord has been subjected
further pressures

Brcently the Binnsh
sovernment has resprted
heightened levels of stane
viglence agamst the nanonalse
cominunity, uhter the failure of
the accord Lo quell natonalism
inn the six countries,

I'he Gibraltar shoatings
prowaked indignant, delensive
statements from the Insh
government; vel their failure o
hreak from collzhorating with
Thatcher's projects in Ireland
ilustrates how well ‘Thatcher
has succeeded in making rhe
Irish bourgenisin carmy gut her
dirty work for her.

Lo fact, although it is clear

i ROt AIPUY

UPFRONT

Ineal aurhorities, trade unions
and the lesbian and gay
muovement to hold local
authorities 10 the ALA position
and prepare for the next stage
of the struggle, These should
be:
® campaign for repeal of
section  28;
® defend anv peraon
victirmised as a resultof section
248;
® call on local aulhorities to
make public statcrments
reaffirming, strengrhening and
developing leshian and gay
equality work,
® defend policies on lesbian
and gay cquality in the courts
if necersary

We must be able wa back
these demands with mass
mobilisations, particulacy of
the labour movement, Lo
defend authorities that take a
principled srand and are
threatened with the |egislation
To achieve this we must be
clear about the basis of the
united front for this next
period in the strugple ®
TOM LOUCAS

that the acenrd has nererly failed
e acineve its srated ahjectives
sinde it was agreed over two
vearsago, e one way m whach
we oould say it bas succeeded is
rhat it has brought the
comstitutional nationalists of the
twrenfy-sx gountes ot of rhe
shuduws and intt the forefroent
as the cutting-edge against
republicanism, acting in
conjunenon wirh the Tirinish
govermment

The British government his
demonstrated, through the
Gibraltar murders thar it has a
“shoot-ro-kill” policy, The Dublin
government continues; however
to exercise its solidarity with the
aceord

So the logic of the accord
hecomes moreasingly more
evident, and the Tories'
salutions for stabilisation in
Ireland come down to Gibralar
and the game old story: British
state vinlence against the Irish
people @
KARINA HOLLYOAK
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Tories declare open season
on press freedom

Third-rerm Tharchensm has
many precise objectives. (Ine
chilling facet of Thalcher's
drive o reinforce the powers
ol the spate has hoen hier
ALternpr o eerreise 3 firmet
idenlomesl control on whar can
or cannot be broadeast.

Fierce opposition —
including a 24 hour stirike by
hroadeasting and jourmalise
amons — met Leon Brittain's
hlatant attermpt to coerce the
RBC board ol puvernors w stop
the showing of the Real Fies
programmc; Mindful of rhs;
the Tares have since spenr
considerable time and «ffon
sodlening up thelr targers
hefore declaring open season
on press frecdoma,

MNorman Tebbit, then chair
of the party, masterminded a
skillful campaign o denigrate
the 'left bias" of the BBC and
deémanded redress ar overy
nppormimty. In che favourable
climate thus created, the
spectacular pollce radd on the
BBC studios in Scotland to
seige antransmirted mareral in
the ircon rasn tonk place
wirhnur any significant ripple.

Thes was followed by the
Specatcher aflair, whers the
farcical Qipht of povernment
lawyers from courtraon o
courtrpomn created a
convenienl diversion from a
fier mmore sinister see of rulimgs.

T an unprecedented aned so
far untesied extension of the
comtermnpr laws, the judiciary
has granted government
requests o gag both the BBC
and Doncan Camplell. The
injunction served on Campliell
— ardering him w relurn
GONG documents, [ Hame
thoze 10 whom he had passed
the secret documents, and
torbidding him 1o publish
anytiung obtamed from GCHG
employees — applied w0 &l
wiher juurmalisis

it the case of Sgpeaider, the
mjunction forbidding ane
nowapaper 1o pubiizh cerrain
marerial also extended o aff
newspapers. The fact that any
munction can be extended (o
other snname parties on the
aay 50 of a judge shows (o
what extent the judiciary is

prepared to rubbeor sramp the
povernment drive towands
imere. effective censorship.
Tu assume control through
the courts 1= only one aspoor of
Thatcher's strategy. She also
winis to deal with material
thut falls ourside the ambil of
stale security, The
appointment of William Rees
Mogeg — former vice chair of
the BRC and ex-editor ol the
Times — to head the newly

created Broadoasting
Standands Council 1s the firse
she incA precise plan
requlare the media

Twice beaten asa Tory
candidare, Rees-Mopy halds
perfect credontials, Tn 1985, he
pressed BRC governors o view
the programme Real Lioes in
aclvance and called
vociferously lur its banning —
for the sole resson that it
inciuded an interview with an

[RA sappoTrer,

He will undoihiedly link
armns with Marmaduke Hussey
{current chair of the BBC anrd
anuther Tatcher princgs)
ban snything they — vr the
Tones — dizlike as a piece ol
intilerable subyversion

Already the controversy
surrauiding {umbladsmin points
) the harsh tane abead. I a
play which challenges the Tory
version of events has 1o be dut,
Thatcher's dreany — that one
day all political oppesinon will
b Lrunded “sobversion’ — =
nearly e ®

JIM BOUMELHA

Axing the poll tax in Scotland

MTTER BEING rushed through
parfiament immedintely before
Last vear's general eleesion,
implementaton of the pall 1@ e
due an Seotlund from Aprl 1965,

The provess ol eompiling u Lisl
af thosi eligible is carrently
full swang. Tn Swrathelyvde cegion,
which includes half of the
Country s five million
population. the chief reghitranion
officer bas tken on an army of
FOO0 e mporitry workers, mestly
culled from the young
unemploved

Rates were casy ro adminser,
insobar as every propery had &
Izl wwner or tenant who was
liable, The poll tax; on theathier
hand, demancs the compilaton
uf @ register of e entire
popularion over B years of age,

Ll means forms beigs
completed by a ‘responcible
porson’ b each himsehold —
usnally the owier or tenant —
who s legally bound 1w melinde
every persan lbile lor the rax
Ihess are then fo b collesred
and sent i within 21 divi, Fines
for nowecollabworanom are an
inithal E30 aml E250 thercallet

This process has Ied roa
welrer of protest, buth
spomtancons-and co-ordinared
Im Lilasgow alone there are now
24 anv-poll tax campidins
meeting regulary.

Their comipositn 1s
exrremefy herrmnaencous
mchding activizs froon (e ants’
and CommuEnIty AsseErianons os
well ud @ wide range of memliers
ol plizival parties from the
Liberuls leltwards

Lo Polliwksboelds, for mstanoe,
it inchudes the Scottish National
Pariv (#3F), Ui Cormmnmnist
Parry {01, the Lobour Party,
the Serialisr Workers Farty
[SWT, the Workers
Bevulutinnary Parry (WiIY, and
e Scottish Labhour Action
Connuuiten (@ bt split from the
Tabwur Co-srrdinating
Clrmmiiiee |

Muctngs ure atlended by up
foe 10D poople and e whole arew
w5 rogtarky leallewed witlia
news billenin giving
up-ti-the-minute news o i
URITI A,

T gencril twae campaiy:
deliberatiely fry e fomitin ag
lexible as possible, Over the
registratian peiiod they Bave all
lultowsd the Labour Parte i
adveduting rhis maximim
frustraton of the process by
sending back lorms with eueries
af all ki,

Fhey also clearly stare that
the et effectve means of
Ol 15 & @SS campaign of
T reg Lt and, cime next
April, o paviment. This is
where they diverge [ the
Iradership of the Lalwour Pargy
0 Sivtland

TheSeartish TUC and the
Labouar Parry have called a
denmomatranno o Glasgow an 17
Seprember agamar the poll ax
Noduubt, like last September’s
rallv [ur wScottish Assembly,
rhey will de Litde or nuthing o
banibel i1

bowall therelore e vaspitial
Urat the anti-poll A% campagns

arnund Seotland aobithse 1o
CTLSLITE T8 STCTEsS.

Fhie NP minse also i
pressiarised int reversing (hii
seetatian stame of bast year. A
feenle turn-out on 17 September
wirld e usedl bs e excuse 1
ditch fimally any von-gayment
G

Meanwhale, Tabour Parls
dclivisty must alsa monnt
contigued pressure on Tegioni)
coimnicils 1o cod all collabaranon
with the process. The Litest
seandaleies exinple olfsuch
collshrranom was o Strathelvde
regeomal racarcy lisr specinl
supplement in My adveriisug
dogens ol tempnrary. positons’ 1o
b [Hlled o Augnst ro Janwas
lor cullecturs of the tax

Lhe umnms musi also be
Cilled on W instrmet thei
e rs L b aprily for thes
s I will abso be cssennal
T CRMPAL L LW L PRSI &
prasitinn ol nen-collaborarnon is
taken by unions aoross the board
with the mpending attemnpls o
collect fnes for nor-ropstntion
o pom-pavment by dlediu o
froum wiges and beoefitg

Chppisbtesn m Seottand e e
poll tax i85 vverwhelming. The
Lahowr and Lrude union
leadership must be forced o ke
the line af mass HCH L prat yITLERT L
e mushrooming Benn-Heller
COTIAT @I s must trake
bulding the anti-poll tax
campan a cemiral priovity, ths
TV i exarniple in aorion of
the: kindd ol polities they would
pisrsue 5% Laliur laders @

TONY SOUTHALL
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Will the TUC break with
Hammond? e nin

4 lust-minute and desperate artempr at a fudee, there is

now a real possibility that Eric Hammond’s LETPL could be suspended, or even evenwually expelled,
trom the ranks of the TTUC, ALAN THORNETT writces.

AT THE CENTRE of the [atestorizis s a key
point of panciple: the questinn of single-
union deals with emplovers and their
implications tor the working class
However, the problem i thar while the
Electrcal, Elecironic and Telestmmuanie-
cattons and Plumbing Union [EETP)
prEition s in open violation of trade union
prineiples, the TUC majorry is far from
upholding a principled stand

A TUE special review body as corrently
discussing a proposed code of conduce
{liroaply which the Tue could eontrol
rather than prevent the introgductiom ol
single union deals. Nocagreed 1ea) has v
been produced, since TUC wofficials are
ter reach accomodation with the
[eaders of (he Amalpamarted Engineering
Limion (AFL) who have already saul they
will not accept anything which resiricts
their right to cnter o such agreements
Much of the discussion is whether such a
code should be compulsory or adsisory.

keen

The tuC has develuped & dual position
over single union no-strike deals. They are
devlared not acceprable (or more preciscly
in some caser \lievoare ool acceplalile) in
existing wurk places where other oniong
are. already organised, but they are
ileemed aecaptalble on new or “greenficld
sites.

I'his ignores the reality of single union
deals, on grecnficld sites or otherwise, The
probilem with theim is what they represene
With this
type of deal, union officiuls approach the
employer with a proposition for a single
pmion arrangement, rather than the “old
fashioned” traditional approach of recruil-
mg workers to umon membership: and
thendemanding recogninon.,

This tvpe of arrangement of course
|]['|"'|."l."'ll1‘| rI'II”I |}I|" Yoy matsed LIy .‘i|rllr1g

as @ methl of vreanizaton

shop stewands” organisation: the union
structures credted are burcaucratised and
under the thumb of full-dme officials from
the beginnifg, with upion membership
seenas a means of delivering subseriptions
to the head office rather than a way of
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improving workers' pay or conditdons,
This 15 the methed thar most of the

generdl tmions now #8458 an easy way to

boost their flagzing membership Sgures.

General secretary John Edmonds at the
General, Municipal and Boilermakers
(GMEB) conference recently sad that single
union deals ‘are the way of the future” for




the trade umion movement. Bur he said
‘We have got 1o make sure they are res-
pectable and that they are sgned by
unions who will represent members pro-
perly’

Tt is very difficult o have gruud agree-
ments under such conditions, however
This 15 because in order Lo convince
emplovers that it isin their intérest toosign
an agroement wilth a particular union, (the
union has to offer something the
cmplovers want—and itis casy tosee what
that is.

Single union deals are cssennally a
collapse into ¢lass collaboration,
However, while they show the union
leaders desperately secking collaboration
from the employer, they offer no guarantees
that the employer will offer any real cou-
peration in return. The deals do not even
necessanily resalt in che workforee joining
the chosen umon: In Nissan i the north
east the AEU has asingle union agreement
covering the plant, but only & minoricy of
the workforce has ever joined the union —
and thanks o the deal, the rest remain
unarganised.

{3 Tuesday 10 May the EETPU refused
wi aceept a TUS directive requinng them
w withdraw from two single union no-
strike deals — one signed with the Japanese
electronics firm Orion mear Port Talbot,
antl theother with the haulage frm Chn-
stian Salvesen, based in Warringron,
They also decided to ballot their 330,000
members, calling on them o endorse this
derision

Al the same meeting the FETPL decided
1o refase (o appear i front of the TUC

E N1 O N5

general council to reccivea [ormal censire
tor breaching “a previous TUC directive
which instrucied (hem not 1o organise or
recruil membership at Rupert Murdoch’s
News International plantac \Wapping,

It is of course a scandal that the LETIYU
was not expelled for s scal-herding role
in the Wapping dispute, bul TUD general
secretary Norman Willis bas Tought long
ani] hard to avoid any disciplinary action
against them. In the end, he only decided
to support a ‘strong eonsure’ of the union
tor heard off calls from the print unions foe
its expilsion.

Willis hact the same attitude over the
single umion deal signed by the AEL In
respect of the proposed Ford plant in
Dundee. Willis defended Bill Jordan and
the AFU, accepred the primciple of the
agreement (which involved jeopardising
every cxdsting union agreement with Ford
in Britain), and even New to Detroit 1o trv
toget Ford management toacceptic

The rion and Salveson deals,
however, are a bit more ditficul for Willis
to ignore. Like Wapping, they invaolved
e introduction of new deals into existing
workplaves where other trade unions al-
ready exist. Inocach case these deals were
signed over the heads of olher trade
unions already organising in che
workplaces, who were overridden by the
new agrecments. Lhose wmions have
naturally protested soongly o the TUC,
and it is thas pressure which Willis has
heen foreed 1o take into aceount,

Suspension or even capulsion of unions
fromm the TUC is not a new thing (n Brigin
Many unions were suspencded in the carly

|

EETPU: the left and the ballot

Ty B Foasaseosy, vighlwing

federition, involving theimah

19705, for example, for regisiering under
the Heath covernment’s mdustnal rela-
tions act. Bat il the FETPLU dre expelled it
wisttlel represent & more decisive break
than in the past,

This is because the EETPU — along with
the Timon of Demoimitie Mineworkers
(UnM) and 1o @ lesser exient the
ARD — represents a development in Britain
of Us-stvle 'business unionism’. which is 10
the right even of the ‘new realism’. The
hall-mark of businesscuniomism is not just
rightwing, collaboranomst policies, but a
qualitatively different relationship to the
employers; which shows itsclf most clearly
in being willing to join apenly and directly
with cmplovers to destroy other frade
UILiOns.

A splil i ale TUG 18 now .2 very real
pussibility, and i1 is 4 necessary develap-
ment if the trade union movement is 1o be
defended. Ivis true that a spliy would be
the et of a unitary trade umon lederacion
i Beivain, caml asosuch will bring new
problems, Bul there are higher issues a
stake, Umity is important, but ool al any
price' — and the ‘cost of umly with the
Hammouul leadership would be that the
TUD remain lamstcung, drifting cigh-
twards towards the policies of the EETPU,
while llammond plos with sverammone
emplovers wdestroy genuine trade union-
i, This s wliat ‘compromize’ on this
ssue really means:

This is shown clearly by Hammond's
actinns even while these things have becn
under diseussion at the TUC. The BETP
hias concluded an agreement 1o work
alongside a consortium ol construegiign

11, u= we expect, thie hallod

graeral spererary of the
Elrctrical, Electronic and
Pelecommunication and
Plumbang Umion {EETEU)
cina gt epen season for
Dassiness umbonbsm withi the
1L he wanes aur of the- T4
altogether

At the tme of wniting, the
resithts of the haliot of EETPL
members on falure TUC
atlibeatson are nol kiswn
Harmumond is secking
eodrseinont, theoueh the balbag,
oif his whole steategy of
SHME R, Te-strike znd
sweelheart deals. 1 s more than
likely that there will bea
ity bebind bun sod the
CxCUubve,

Huow shoulel the lefl within dae
iininn fespond?

Hammond s openly T L'
the wdea of a rival ymaon

L mion of Democratic
Mineworkers and the Hoval
College of Nursing, However, it
is nor rided ane that lic will wse a
successiul ballot resulr o puc
pressure an the TUC o
capitulate, rather than break
dway mmedistely.

It 15 ooetainly possibile vha
U leaders will Indeed 1each
agreement with Tlammiond,
caprmally grven themr willingness
tn take on hoard the principle ol
single-union deals. One thing §s
clear, there will be an awlisl lo
ol toung and (rokog i the mun op
Ll TLI
Seprember

Socialisrs in the EETR
campaignerd hand againar the
exrcutive, delending basic trade
untomn principles and the
organisational iniesrily of the

CONENES I

Labawr mwerment.

Bacs gt ve and moves am
aet 1 rraan for the splic of our
wminm from the TUC . the pusitiun
ol sowialists — aivd oll prineipled
trade umiomists — williio the
EETFU wonld hecame
Shiop stewards from other uminns

intenahkle

havealreidy siid thar thiy
witkldl refuse o work with
=l LC stewards.

herivg stewainads fronr U
Lorieton Fleerrivity Bosrd hasve
apreed that they will all depo
e buepr= and Argine '-.'::--|||g|3. fir
an argamised transfor of ali
EETIM
unpon. This procedure will have
w be fomghe fou beeoss (e bioard
Wworkers curfentdy w the
FETPL are to face up (o the
imtunent threar of privatssion
and other attacks on WS anl
coneliliGns @

memsers mieoa T

Eric Hammond: seaks
endorsement of his single
union, no-strike deals
through the EETPU

AN EETPU SHOP STEWARD membership ballot
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companics to train workers for the London
docklands development project. The
possibility, therefore, looms that the FET-
PU will be moving beyond plumbing into
other building wades such as bricklaymg
ani} plastering!

Even Union of Communication
Workers (UCW) leader and hard-line right
winger Alan Tuffin, speaking at their
conference in Junc, has added his voice to
the calls for the EETPU o be expelled from
the TUICL

Harmond knows that leaving the roo
15 1 very diflficult option. Once outside the
TUC he will lose the protection of the
Bridlingron agreement (which outlaws the
praching of members hetween athliated
wmons) and 1he EETPU would be imme-
diately vulnerable to recruiting cam-
paigns by other unions.

U N I o N §

Even now, left wingers inside the EErey
are beginning o mebilizse, in the first
imstance (o deal a blow against Hammond
by building the biggest possible vore
against any move o leave the TUC. If (as
seems certain) this Gaibs 1o hale the split,
the fight will be on to prepare the best
conditions (o break off whole sections of
the union tw join appropriate TUC-
athliated unions.

The EETPU would alse be seriously
isolared coice ontside the TUC, L, as seems
likely, the AEU stavs in the TUC —since the
AEL membership is too vulperable o
poaching from wiions like the Transport
and General Workers' Umion (TGwU) for
Jordan and Taird to sk leaving — Ham-
mond could be left to seek @ new alliance
with & ragbag of ill-assarted scab organis-
ations like the UDM and even the ‘pro-

trssional’ strikebreakers of the Royal Col-
legeof Nursing.

However Hammond may (ry o putona
brave face o dress up such an arrange-
ment, he knows that this type of eoalition
is scarcely bikely 1o aterac) substantial
support: or enthuesiasm from  even rght
wing unions.

This izolation should be compounded
by the disaffiliation of the union from the
Labuar Party as well, Itis an outrage that
Michael Meacher has declared himself
opposed o kicking out 1he EETP. This is
somcthing which needs (o be fougli out at
this vear's Labour Party conference,

Chily by 1aking the hardest line againsi
the EETTL can the worst effecs of a split in
the TUC be combarted. Those who look for
compromise with husiness unlonism must
be rigernusly oppused @

RINCE SEAFARERS [rader Sam MeCluskie
tirdered Sralink hack o work in Mav, one
thousand P&O stmikers have been efi o fight
adone. They are determined to confinue the
strugele, and mass pickets sill atirac
hundreds, Secialisr Outfook spoke s PAD
smiker JASON GROOMBRIDGE.

Wt oy the lafec! nfumtion itk the strike?
Welve come woa brick wall dt the moment,
We are waiting lor the next move by PO who
are going through the courts w get the picker
lime at Dover removed, 'We have gut six
peaple on the ling and the rest demonsirating.
The judge calls rhis inomidanon and savs il s
against the law. He wants the picker line
removed and until it 15 removed e will nog
lift the sequestration

We won't lift the picket for anything
Brcause we kipow we are in the nghit

HHong do vaw Tee the rode of the leadership vince they
senf Sealtnk hack fo work?

MeCluskir should be putting his job as lcader
ol the NUS befure being treasurer of the
Labuur Party. He showld be leadimg us. If he
had Arthur Scangill’s head on he would be all
right!

T think MeCluskic would have liked to
continue the secondary action but he didn’
vall for & national strike which he shauld have
done. He said the rest of the counrry was
rebelling and that rather than see the union
sphit he would see people pu back o work.

1 don't think it was the rank and file hat
the delegates who argued fur stopping the
secondary action — about three-quiirters of the
delegares vored for 2 return 10 work. A lrader
of i union should have pur his foor down
instead of guing along with it MoCluskie
keeps trying o act within the law bot the law
15 againat him

The rank and file are nor hothered about
thie funds being sequesirated — we know the
man is 115 membership, not just its funds.
The funds could be built up again once the

s ) STth .'- oD i
113&5 . MAKE THE -
FERRIESY

S OAFER

LY

Thu»umndl demonstrate in suppnrt of the P&0O sl'rlknrs, May l?ﬂ-!

strike was wou. Belore 1 go back 1o work 1'd
CAT grass

How strong are the mace pirkets pime?

We've sull god abooe T000 sacked and
relusingto go back. We are standing firm:
The people lefi on sinke realise thil the ships
sailing are unsafe and that peaple golug un
board are nsking their lives,

There's 2 mass picket between 700 and
LO.O0) pvery morming and we are asking far
other unions tm show their solidanty by
turming out oo Saturdays 1o the picker. We're
geitmg about 00 to the morming pickets.

Ho dv jou see Uie right to picket ofter-the jedgement
and the refurnl fo i:,n'! the sequestration’
We feel thar if it's true and we are not allowed
o demonsmrare then this applies to every
person in Bratain. That’s why we feel we are
mighe. If the judge was right, the police would
Lave muwed m an us by now and they
haven't,
Huw 15 the support coming in?
Before the Labour Party and the TUC set up
the fund adimunistered by the TUG, supporn
was coming in fine. New everywhere we go
people say they're sending funds w the TUC.
S things are getting hard.

We have built up the ktchens and there is
a commumty around them now, We would
tike 160 soe the Tunds 561l going to the support

groups. Since e strike starred we've lad
E520 rof official money) in toral — inciuding
LI last week from the TUC fund. The rest
came from the NUS which said we couldn't
get more because of the sequesiration,

There are soe different support groups
Hére i Dl we are ferding 304 faamuilies 2
wich — boowe need abonr CHI00 A week. We
reed money sent directly arkerwize the
support graup will run oot of funds,

What re the main things vou need in rilidariy?
We need financial and moral support. We
wonld like political suppory g, Lt would be
tremenduus U people rauld come down on the
Satueday pickels and join us @

@ Huwh jinencal mgpert te. Aplesham Suppare
Graup, 61 Castle L¥rive, Whitfield, Dover, Kenl.
Tel; thad-S802002

Canterdury Sugpoet (rranp, 75 Tenterden Dinipe,
Canterbury, Kent. Tel: (22766768, [eal Support
Cerongfr, Mapmers Houre, Mill Hill, Deol, Keént,
Tel; (FM 67040,

Dinper Supgort Coreapy, 200 Lomdon Bogd, Dover,
Kent. Tel- G304-214113.

Fulkestome Support Groug, 7 Tennyson Place,
Frldeitone, Kenr. Tel: 0305-51997.

Thanet Support Crroup, I67 High Street, Ramugale,
Kent. Tel: 0843-587990,

Chegues papable ta the groups named abave.
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LEvery passing day brings a new
policy statement or bupeaucraric
measure from Neil liii!vfi:{tﬂ ._f
which proves how ||L'Cté'bali};_,_icg"§:§?
for Tony Benn and Eric Hefler
to challenge for the Labour
leadership. PETE FIRMIN
ATZUs.

Laowsts Gone are the davs wheinoew rea-
bisenr” evinlel b siaded o B creepiie. Ol
those whw o’ soish to Biee Bacrs oom nima
deny thitt it is smmprn.

Bur the Benn-lletter leadership cam-
preiigan shows that it can be challenged from
thie befn, Theve can he o douln teo o s
the leadership contest wloch hus ser e
contest for the recent setbacks solliored by
party leacer Netl Ranock and his (el
e realists.

Kmnock’s dhsmiee doable T oturm) on
disarmament {from amibieslsm w mi-
miilteralism” and back agmain in the space
ol twiweeks] s a casein point. The failore
ol he Transporr amd  General Wirkers
Liptom (TGWE ) esecuwinoe 0 nomirnaie the
K inmock=-Hanerslon vdcker sind as decssaan,
insies, boe vosmmate woledds for the tooe
b, puguestionalily T aomagor impacs
o the Rinpock ciemp, Soche o decision
wonld have been most onhkely ad i o
besemy v thae Faen tha the panty leadershipis
b challeneed his vear

In oosense. then, we have Beon
Flefler to bk G dlee et that moves 1o
abandon anilateral ooclear disarmiameont
bavve Been remporanly bield meocheck. B
Koinmock s ambial willinesiess oo abanadon
this policy shonld serve as a0 warmmg o
party and trage wmon acimasts; this s
what thiey can cxpect o they doooor thiom
their support beliamd the Bemi-HelTer
CAIT gD

The isolaviom of the P& strikers in
PYover alier the short-lived national sinke
in their support by, the Naiomal Lnion of
Seamen | XUs) IS a0 remmder o overy
worker then the diflerences -bovween: the
ledt and umion leacders ke Saeme MoC sk
who suppore Kinnock are no (he nicetics
ol absrract debate buar vital issucs in the
delenee of pay, gobs, salets ol racde
waein rizlits

Benn amd Helter mervencd justim tiﬂ_i.é :
8 Tl longer a challenge was put ofE 4
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treer had been Kinnock's had 1o doeods he
pleased with party policy. Benn 1s nght o
warn thal the new J_1r1||1'1_.' PHPCTE CCTEIng
frum the various working groups represeni
4 further scrious shift 1o the right,

Mavbe Benn and Heffer stand no
chance of winning againsl Kinnock: hue
an enthusiastic campaign in their support,
taking up all the policy issues aml reach-
ing out o those inserugele can berin w
forge lnks amd organise o serious chal-
lenere all the Kmnoockites who are diteh-
ing socialist policies in their grovelling 1o
the press barons.

Local Benn-Helfer campaigns have
Tieen sel fap 1T ey areas, and 'l'mp_, Besin
hias already addressed extromely large ral-
lics i places including Liverposl and
Edinlrgh. Yet organisational and polit-
cal problems are liniting the impact of the
CATTIPAIEN.

Diespite the existence of democratic,
non-exclusive local campaigns, fegional
orgamiscrs have simply been imposed, of-
ten with no connection o them, Some of
them, such as Secrplisd Achion supporters,
innnially appored any challenge for the lea-
dership,

Nor is there any sign that the campaign
has princitised the orucial fight w win
support and strengthen the left a1 rank
and fle level in the fight against ‘oew
realism’ inthe trade unions. The National
Union of Public Emplovees (NUer), for
example, is balloting its membership on
the leadership issue: but no Benn-Hefler
coordinator has vet heen appointed to
make sure the lefl’s argument is heard,

The Benn-Heffer fringe meeting at
NUPE confercnee was poorly organised
and held at a lunch-time, meaning that i
attracted only 120 Trom a conference of
over 1,200 in & union holding one of the
largest block vores. The Natinoal Union of
Bailwaymen (NUR) is one of the few
wrikoms deciding s position on the leader-
ship at conference: yer Benn and Heffer
pulied out of a planned [ringe meeting ar
that conference in Swanseal

These episodes are symptomatic of
some of the politcal problems of the cam-
paign, They stem from an underestima-
tion of the crisis of leadership in the lahour
OVCITENTE.

When Tony Benn ran for depury leader
against Denis Healey in 1981, there was a
strong mood throughout the movemen:
against any return to the right wing poli-
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cics that had brought disaster o the
Wilsan-Callaghun government, Thart
mail even influcnced sections of the
univn burecaucracy, who supported Benn
Large rallies cauld be valled at the drop of
a leafler amd there was litdle need o urge
aciivests e CAMpagn.

MNow afrer eivhe vears of defeais at the
hands of Thaicher and retreats by the

unnn bureancracy, and five vears of Kin-

‘Kinnock moved from
unilateralism to
“unimulteralism® and back
again’

nock buillding on these defeats push
back the left wing policy gains of 1981, the
muood 15 very different

No union exceutive can be expected
declare 113 support for Benn and Hetfer
{even the new ‘left’” executive of the
TEWLE will not push matters this far for
fear of losing the support of the *middle
ground’); and many activists have become
demoralised.

All this means thar the campaign has w

lie taken vt into the union memberships,
ard those sections newly b wight into ac-
tivity such as the sealirers, aborgon righis
acovists and those fighung sectuon 24,
Links must be made — for instance be-
tween the fight for abortion rights and the
issuc of women's representation in the La-
bour Party; belween opposition 1o im-
migration controls and the fight for black
sections] and between all these issues and
the need to build & new leadership in the
labwur movement,

Above all this requires a frontal chal-
lenge to Kinnock's real power-base: the
union hureancracy. This means a fight o
put forward class srruggle policies around
which the emplovers can be resisted, and
showing how the union leaders have cons-
stently retreated in the face of theirattack,
A real leadership challenge in the Labour
Party has to align isell unashamedly with
those left wing oppositional forces in the
unions fighting for such policies and
against the sell-outs and burcaucratic
manoeuvtes of the present leaderships.

Tnstead, a reluctance to go as far as is
necessary in challenging the union
bureaucracy — and indeed a conservative
attachment o some middle layers of the

vothitp muom



burcaucracy itself — 5 holding back the
Benn-1leffer campaign.

This same reluctance sharply (o conf-
ront the labour movement bureaucracy
has marked the Campalgn group since s
formation:. Breaking with the Tribune
group in disgust il thise who refused o
support Tony Benn im the depuiy leader-
ship campaign (ke Kinnock, who ab-
stained), 10 was a posiove break from be-
ing simply & loyal opposidon caucus wi-
thin the parhiamentary Labour Party. The
Camipaign group de ared 15 mtention o
link with campaigns and activists outside
parliament and decided on somc basic
issues of policy (such as. importantly, op-
position to the witchhuno).

Yei this commitment was always moee
real from some than from others, Dunng
the miners” sirike, some like Denis Skinner
and Tony Benn spoke at hundreds of
meetings in supporl of the miners. But the
Campaign group has always operated by
conscnsus, which meant thar 1t could be
held back by 115 right wing somc of whom
were clearly only in it to keep their consn-
tuency partics happy and some of whiom
were allied with ann-Scargill forves i the
Wational Union of Mineworkers [NUM) and
other uians

Thiz has mean! that on occasions nn
clear policy has been offered, The Cam-

paign groupy could hardly call for a three-
line whip agamst the Alron bill for
example when 1) aecepted that some of its
own members would not voie against

ABOUR PARTY

hecause of their ‘consciences’ as practising
catholics!

The conflict ever how lar to go in oppos-
ing Kinnock finally came 10 a head over
the decision to mount a challenge for the
leadership this year, with sections of the

Campaign group deserting (several of

whom clearly considered their own posi-
tivns as shadow spukespersons more im-
portant than policy). Tts aim o link up
with forces in the unions has never hap-
pened outside of a fow individuals (like
Scargill) because the Campaign MPs
looked chicfly to thnse holding national
excoutive positions — al a time when very
few in these positions are prepared to
sharply appose ‘new realism’,

The challenge this year 15 vital, and
needs to be built as widely as possible, but
the left also needs (0 look o the longer
term and the lessons of the campaign.
This means that the lefl itsell must rec-
ognise that a challenge will only be
successful when it i3 across the board,
taking on the policies not only of Kinnock
hut also of those who wieltd the block vore
in his support.

To do this a umited democratc left
necds te be buill, campaigning around the
policies and actions which can defeat
Thaicher and throw sside those in the
ranks of the labour movement who hold
back thal fight The linking of the lcader-
ship challenge 1o the ‘Chesterfield current’
can begin to create such organisation for
the battles ahead@®

SOCIALIST CONFE

Two thousand people gathered
in Chesterlicld in June for the
second Socialist Conterence,
MANDY MUDD reports,

TUHE FOLTTICAL landscape had changed
comsiderably since the Nrst vconference fasi
Oetober — the strageles in the NHS, Fords
andd at Dover, the victory for the lefrn the
Franspert and General Workers. Union
the mass mobshisations againg clause 25
and the Alton Bill and the leadership
challenge inside the Labouar Pariy: all
contribuled to a2 mood of rovitalisaboon
and a sense that there 1% sométhing o fight
for.

The progress made between Clotober
anel June was refiected in the structure of
the recall condference. The first attempi
wias very much @ rallving call to the letr
with the great and good spraking 1o the
FILARSES.

This time the emphasis was on paraci-
paticn and development of policy from the
up. The amyunt of
policy worksh
mitmernt w de
renl alte

wne devoted
ps showed a serous eom-
velop o detailed and cube-
e tn Lahour's policy review
workshops mosed the organ-

torward at grassroots level and

gave stoenng COTMILLCT representat TRREE

the estalilished recinnzl confercnoes — o

conteron-

weleome democralisation of of

'S SITUCEres,
The importance place
menit ol the rade

1 on the develop-
union Solidaritv Net-
Waomen lur Sociialism and the -
volvement of Black
Chesterficld ncowork was flus

WOTK

meclins an e

T wel B
rafec 1y

the make up of the pladorms in the plen-

ary sessions ancd by the space afforded §

those groups (o meet and disouss sepa-

cly durning the confer

S0 what 15 the potential of the Socialis

Conferenice and whar can be achicved b

orioes invilved] sh

§ oA rlant

wrween loftint iz and dctivisis

an atretnpt by elements of the Cam-

Lograep b arientate o all who =
porta

Taabw

wocialis] programme — il ondy left
members, his affords
real opportunity o develop socialis

| T
art

cies ount of the experiences of those

strugeole and a1 the same time (O use

forinulated policy o sustain and develop
struggles and raise the hovizens of those
invobved, Dheveloping sirong links berween
regional organisations, Wornen lur Sricial-
isinn, the Solidariny Neowork and the policy

rroups 15 essential for this o develop m
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L A D3 O U R PARTY

RENCE:

Practice

L]
The regional conferences are where red o O”U nl
Chescerfield will Tie seen oo act and inter-

vene In struggle. The esxsung geoups all
lave different forms and foouses — res-
pending o the pardcular needs i cach o r e e
area. These must remain open o all, with
democratic structures, and they st be e F el
0TI L0 ;!"fl_‘ Active ‘\II[IE?IIH i1 l.rlr'lll_h'llghh 3
pot just to be a talking shop or dissolve
inle sectarian wiangling.

The Sacialist Conterence should sup-
port and co~ordinate the work of exisiing

campaigns, nol (ake owver or subsiigte for

theze inigaves. However, there are o
tade initkatives icis well-placed w cake —a
malional campalgn against the poll tax
and a conference nn the foture of bl
government, [oresample,

The Benn-Hefler challenge to the La:
e Pariy leadership is seon corrcetly as
central 1w the development of the Socialist
Conforence. The béilde of ideas unleished
by the challenge hus opened g valuable
space e the Soctalist Conference to cxp-
fenr, ber hailding the Socalist Conference
must mean more than a challenge 1o the
Labour Party leadership. The wim behind |

|

the challenge was i mitsite 4 debate and é‘é
tystrengihon the orgamsation of the left— : i
he  Soviakist Conterence “is thre fogical ] ke % R ,-::
micans tu ke this lorward after the vire ul » :Ig 3 - . ‘ =

party conferencein Octlier Mondy Mudd addresses the Labour Briefing fringe meeting at the Chesterfiel
Bue there are conziderable difficuldcs  socialist conference

imeoived in establishing anv new movenment
and the Soaalist Conference will not be
cxempt. Lts relationshug o existing T
arel campalgns must He worked through
vareluliy and alliances built on principie
policics, We must recognise that the

alhances huilt between gronps coming
fren different political traditiions are fri-
sile. The best way w consolidare these js
'l'|rr}:1-___[|1 fhe #xgierien ol wierrking -
getherin strogele —though there rrinst also
be gespece for the differences between
Phese wronps which should not be papered

VT I dltempls iy ofler & false any

A partcular pome ol conflicy s the
various analyses of the oppression of
wormen, lack peaple, leshians and g

men and the recogmitinn of the nghis. ol
these groups to self-organmsaton withm a
class-liased peespecrve. Vhe idea of coun

terposing 4 ‘elass’ analysis o sl Lo — iy s '

rganisation of the oppressed w5 fulse and £ o = £ s LR B ravas g™ "
will snly serve 10 drive awav the hundreds Ex-Silentnight striker Janet Seymore speaking on behalf of the trade union
Solidarity Network at the Chasterfield conference

i women, black people, lesbians and gay
men who hive wlready voiced their sup-  opportunity w develop a movernent thar  commitment to build trom the base and o
port for sclf-orgarisution — without them links together all sections of the left. Iris take on and respond o eriticism. 1t 15
the movernent will be weakened struclures are hocoming more open and  mmportant that this opportunity -is not

The Socialist Conlerence oifers a real  demoreatic, there docs scet o be a el wasted @ 1
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Claimants wait at the Hacknay Housing Office, East London

The Tories™ 1988 social secunty
act has attracted widespread
opposition across the political
spectrum — ITAIN GAULT
asks how the outrage be
translated into victory.

FoR MANY PEOPLE, the secial secunity
changes introduced on 11 April have high-
lighted the heartlessness and cvnicism of
the present adminisiration. This is parti-
cularly the case since their miroduction
tack place just a few days after Chancellor
Lawson lad announced o package of tax

12 cuis amounting (o some £2 billion.

Public discussion of the changes in
social security and housing bencfit has
tendetd o focus on how many claimants
will *luse oul” ds a result of the new regula-
nons. Individudl cases of extreme hard-
ship have been used with some effect o
expnse the Immediate consequences of the
guyernment’s reforms’ However, fiar the
left it is equally importam (o understand
the long-term implications of (he recent
changes, and, in doing so. begin o deve-
lop an alternative socialist response

Since their clection in 1979, the Torics
have made no secret of their hostility (o
certain aspects of the social sccurty
system inherited from their postewar pre-
decessors. Ion a series of lemislative

PO MDA DT S

vhanges, heginning in 1980 and culminat-
g m the 1988 |

he gl"-\. ErTinenit 2
developed & specific agenda for social
security baged on the following ‘princip-
les’:

@ Dircct cuts in benefit levels wod eniml
ment. De-indexanon of benetits from aver-
ape earnings. Freezing particolar benefits
or failing to raise them in hine with prices
{child benefit for example), Tnoreasing an-
titlement periods for certain benefits.
Withdrawing a proportion of benefit from
strikers” familics.

® Privansation. Uransferring contral gov-
ermimient reponsihilites o private agencics
I:Ij e Sorl or ilr'lll”I{"T: i:lhllr}llli"!‘ |":lrl'li‘lr'.'
ntes and financial institutions o the cise
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of pensions, employers in the case of statu-
tory sick pay

@ Armcks on 'universal’ benefits and in-
creascd means-testing. Overall a reduc-
tion in scope of social seecurity provision
and imcre@sing stiematsation of clai-
ANTs,

® A stcpping-up of attacks on indivichaal
claimants. Increased stafling of “fraud
squads’ and ‘specialist claims contrel
units’. Introduction of the so-called ‘non-
proseculicn nterview”, designed o inti-
midate people inm withdrawing claims,
@ Soripping claimants ol legal nghes, under
the guise of “simplifving’ the svstem.
Replacement of legal entitlement 14
single” and ‘urgent needs” payments with
a discretinnary cash limited ‘social fund’,

Given the senpe of the Tories” olfensive,
there 15 a clear and pressing need to mo-
bilise the maximum possible number of
individoals and organisatons against par-
tenlar attacks and on specific issues, Coa-
[itioms such as P Action fur Benefils’ can —
despite their imitations — play an impor-
tant role in unitdng claimants, voluntary
arganisations, and those trade unfomists
directly invalved in adminisiering the
system, on @ programme of opposition o
curs and restructuning,

However, in opposing the government’s
plans for social security, we should be
wary of falling back on an uncritical
defence of the previous systom; & position
which both the Laboor Party dnd the
major civil service unions have ended to
adopt.

Suclhia stance 5 an untendble one for
socialises for the stmple reason chae the

Wy

E LI A R E T A T

cotite: post-war soclal scourity system,
despite embodying some real gains, is pro-
foundly Mawed from the standpoint of the
working cluss and the oppressed. Toore-
ality Thatcher's sovial scourity freforms’
represent not only a discontinuity and
break with the post-war "welfarist’ consen-
sus, butalso, in many essential respects, a
verlinnation and exapgeration of the most
divisive and mnegalitarian aspects of the
system it cstablished

From the time of it introduction, the

‘we should be wary of
falling back on an
uncritical defence of the
previous system’

post-war social seourity system lias pres-
ented an unstable compromise between
working class demands for ‘welfare” and
capital's need 1o discipline the working
lasy aod maintain i ‘incentive® 1o la-
bour. Thatcher clearly recognises this,
and is determined, within the framework
of the present system, to alter the halanee
ol Torves even more decisively in favonrof
her class. Sociahsts muost alse recognise 1t
and, with equal detcrmination, promote
polictes in the field of social security and
mcome maintenance which consciously
unify and strengthen the working chass,
Four clements of such a socialist alwer-
native can be mentoned briefly. Firstis a
rejection of means-testing and of the ‘insu-
rance principle in rolation to ineome

E

maintcnance, and a recognition that these
serve to reproduce the exisnng divisions
within the working class, particulardy he-
tween the employed and the
uncimployed.

W should be promoting an alternative
system based on @ guaranteed oome for
all.

Secondly, a rejection of the family as a
unil ol assessment and of the consequent
reinforcement of the dependent status of
Womcen.

The third clement of & socialist alterna-
tive w the social secorily system demands
a erititpue 0l the racism of the existing
system both in terms of its dﬂ‘_r‘-l“-dii‘l;'
opcraton and of s close connechon with
imigsation conlrol.

Finally, we need an analvsis which Is
capable of illuminating the connectiong
hetween the operation of the capitalist
system and the social marginalisation of
groups sach as the elderly and the dis-
abled, Support for the sclf-organisation of
these groups and an acceptance ol their
demands, not least for a decent standard
of living, is a priority or the left as a
whinle.

An alternanve of this kind, supported
and advanced by the Iabour movement
and organisations of the wppressed could
o surme way (owartds selzing the agenda
for ‘radical reform’ of the social security
system back from the Torles and into the
hands of thase whom it most directly af-
fects, The self=confident promotion by the
l'orics of their ideology opposed o the
‘dependent sociery’ may yet prove their
weakest link @

Realignment in the CPSA

AT THIE vear's Civil and
Public Servanrs Assncation
(C:P5AY conference the right
smashed the telt electorally:
Last year the left virtually
wiped wut the ripht. What may
seem [romn e oatside o be'a
random game of swings and
routdabolts is mare
predictable from the inside,
where a long process of
realignment continoes.

The 1984 split in the broad
lefi, when Kinnock lovalists
and communist parry members
formed their own broad [eft
84, allowed CPS3A'S right wing
in to run the anion.

To just vwoo vears the broad
lefr was back, electing Milians
supporter John Midreadie as
general secretary (although he
waz cventually ousted), and
sweeping L0 power on the NFO
in May 1987 with 2 majority

ol 18 o eight

Militant supporters
misuidersiood this sivaatidn,
arguing that the Kinnockites
were decisively hearen and
CPaA was hack 1o a straght
left'mighe polarisation.

In fact the realignment was
continuing. A soft left bloc,
based primarily in the
buresucracy, was [orming
the type of force which
rharacterizes most of the major
T uniong;

The: reminants of the old
guard righr wing are merging
with the nghtward-moving
Kinnockite forces. The
clectoral victory of this
coalition is the significam
result af this year’s conference.

Trs representation s,
however, parchy: ruling the
DHSS section executive since
POBT, bur less manifesr ar

national level — only three of
the cight Kinnockites elected
o the new NEC rdn on a
‘innt” neker warh the fAghe
wing.

Basing itself salely an
opposition to the broad lelt
may be eleciorally popular,
bur i3 not a policy for running
a union, Tndeed, the broad left
is seemoas the body prepared to
organien against the Tornes;
and confercnees continued o
support moat of its policies.

The broad left’s problem 13
how to mobilise the
mernlership's will w fighr
(zhown by the high incidence
of industrial acuon). Last
year's tactics failed, as the
CPsA full dme machinery
outmanceuveed a broad left
more open o huyreaucranc
soluticons than relating to
activists,

The broad left, historically
controlled by Miditans
supparters, must change to
regain power. With the
Socialist Workers Party (SWE)
blaming the CPSA broad lefr
for every defeat since
Tolpuddie, but othorwise not
participaring, the main
impetus for change comes
from the rank and file-based
socialist caucus,

A mainly independent hard
lefe grouping, mcluding Lebour
Brizfing und Socialisl Qrganteer
supporiers, its strategy couples
democratic reforms in CPSA
with class struggle politics
outside.

This is the way o halt the
creeping soft Ieft bloc and
build a fightback against the
‘T'ories. The broad left must
recognise this if it s to

survive ® FERGUS LEE
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Lessons of the Polish
strike movement

The spring strike wave in Poland rocked the Jaruzelski requme, argues ZBIGNIEW KOWALEWSKI.

THE STRIKE movement, which began o
Poland on 25 April and finished on LU
May was the strongest and broadest sinee
the December 1981 defeart,

It began by paralysing for one diy the
public transport system in Bydgoszez andd
Tnowrockaw, Then 1t spread immediaccly
to the largest factory in the cousitey, the
Lenin steebworks in Nowa Huta, Tt lasted
two weeks there. Al the Lenin shipyard in
(+dansk, it lasted nine days,

Shart srikes tw other protests necurred
in @l teast a dozen other large enterprises
in several regions, The strikes were
accompanied by Street demonstrations,
which were lirutally repressed by the
police, and by student mobilisations
several cities,

For the first ume since 1981 the bureau-
cracy violently repressed workers inside a
factory. Dring the assaull on the Lenin
steelwntks the elite troops of the minisory
ot the interior used bloody physical vio-
lener tu crush the strikeand the morale of
the strikers,

The spirit, symbals and deas of Soli-
darity emerged again as both a reference
point for, and an expression of, the muve-
ment

A number of lessons can be learm from
this new sxperience nfstruggle in Poland,

First, it iz clear that the resistance of the
working class to the cconumic reforms of
Jaruzelski is still intact, The first expres-
sty of this in'a mass way was the defeatof
the regime in the November referendum,

The majority wings ol the leadership of
Salidarity and of the demucratic opposi-
tivn had declared themselves m favour of
reforms which would allow the cconomy
w be based on market forces. Only the
recently-formed Polish Socialist Party
condemned Jaruzelski's cconomic reforms
as anti-worker and called for them w be
fought by means of mass struggle.

Nevertheless, the working class, which
had suftered considerable reductions in i
standard of living, increasing wage dilfe-
renitials and growing social inequalines;
experienced a contradiction between this
reformeand 115 class intercsts.

Secondly, the tendency towards solidar-
ity and the unity of the working class
through 1he process of social resistance
coniinued, The economic reform was di-
rected ar dispersing resistance and con-
taining industrial action within individual

14 faciories and isoladng them from  one

another,

In several factories the  burcaucracy
managed (o demobilise the striking
workers by conceding . significant wage
TCTEASES:

The Nowa Huta strike committee
played an excmplary tole agamst this
tendency, Tls central demends were for a
106) per cont rise in wWages fo (OmpeRsate
for the rise in prices, and a sliding seale of
wames for every worker in the country
including those in the education and
health sector and pensioners. This could
have laid:a basis for overcoming the dis-
persed nature of the social strugeles.

‘Thirdly, the student-worker alliance —
oneof thegains of the [980-81 revolugon—
has reached @ new lovel On 3 May Cra-
cow was. the scene for a combative
demuonstration of seme 10,000 people, the
majority of whom were students anl
young people, under the slogans of soli-
darity with the workers of Nowa Huta and
spreading the strike.

Vaking the form of lerce sireet battles,
irlasted untl dawn next day, In responsc
i the police assault on the Tenin steel-
warks and the savage repression of the
striking workers, the university studenis
and secondary school students of Cracow
declared a general strike. Movements of
solidarity with the workers in siruggle
began in the universities inscveral cities

Fourthly, the immediatc socio-
economic demands made by the workers
touk onoca strong transittonal dynamic.
From the defence of the standard of hving
of all Pellsh workers called for by the
workers of Wowa Huta, the strike move-
ment went on 4o call for free trade unions
and the legalisaton ol Solidarity,

The general assembly of the Uracow
university students adopted & declaration
which gave full support to the demands of
the workers and called for university au-
nomy and political and trade union pla-
rahisim.

Students trom secondary schools in the
city supported this declaration
averwhelmingly. In the Lenin shipyard, &
general meeting of the strikers rejected
any accord with the administration while
the regime refused to recognise Solidarnity
there,

Fifthlv, the absence of & coherent polin-
cal leadership has appeared as the main
weakness of the mass movment in Poland
today,

In Mowa Haa, the strike was launched
by rme lone worker, Andrze) Szewozuwa-
mire. Through his own determinadon he
gained in 24 hours the support of 2 major-
ity of the 30,000 workers in the plant for
the sirike. Under the dircction of Szewezu-
wanicc, the sirike committee led ihe
stuggle tenaciously.

Three ald leaders of Solidarty in Nowa
Lluta acted in the same way, Sacked from
the steelworks after 1981, they oo became
involved in the strike committee. In Nowa
Huta, this combinaticn of old and new
activists contributed to the shape of the
strike.

In Cracow & wnited front was formed
bietween various groupings of Solidanty,
the Trdependent Association of Students
{NZs), of pacifists, socialists and national-
ists, to mobilise the masses noselidarity
with the - workers in Nowa Huta and cull
for the extension of the sirnke. This front
plaved an important role in unleashing the
soudent mobalisation,

In the Lenin shipyard, the leadership of
the strike was weak, Lech Walesa took an
imitially vacillating attitude. The firsc
night of the sirike was marked by a fierce
arpument between Walesa and his tradit-
ionil rival Andrze) Gwiazda. Asa resultof
the weaknesses of the leadershap, the strike
was conflined 1o a minonty: only ten per
centof the shipyard workers eontinued the
sirike — mainly the younger workers. who
were very radical,

The national leadership of Solidariy
was paralysed, niit anly by the arrest of ity
members by the police but by s ardtude
to the economic reforms of the regime, its
ambiguous and passive attitude to the
defence of the standird of living of the
meazses and irs cxpectations of e possibil-
ity of negotation with Jaruzelski.

Faced with the sirike in Nowa Huta,

Jacek Kuron declared that only the forma-

tion of a coalition government with repre-
sentatives of the regime and mdividuals
who had the confidence of Solidarity and
the catholic church would be able 1o ward
off the danger ofa social explosion.

The develapment of the mass struggle
was bricf and partial. But it has weakened
the bureaucratic regime, paralysing 1t
with u feeling of powerlessness. Signifi-
cantly, the weekly magazine Palitvka, pol-
incally close w the Jaruwelski team, had
an editorial on 7 May under the headline
vicous circle' @
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Palestinians feel their
strength

After seven months of widespread
rebellion, the united leadership of

the Palestunian uprising contnues to develop increasingly sophisticated means of struggle.
JACK GOLDBERG reports.

Caroline Pain/Bisflos

Fnhsﬂnlnm wnrl: lha I:md haneuﬂ'l. Grﬂlu ﬂHIDmnnI 'Hnrt B»:lrlllll:+ now tha zlonls‘l‘s plnn. to da.'m'oy their :rnps

‘Babin VERSTUS ihe cocumlier’ ran the
headline of a Hebrew muagazine describing
the latést ateempt by the zionist statc to
stop the Palestinan uprising — dned fadal

in all its manfestations,

In the early davs, It was neoessary to
shock the Tsraehs theough a mass upsorge,
through acts ol defiance wud herosm,
Thousands of children, youlh and women
stoied shioulder to shoulder to confront the
ehite ol the Tsraeli defence foece (10F)}
dy to die and show the world what they are
vapable of doing.

The blondbath was incvitable as the [0y

Tead Tay Taabsonar defence minister Rahin —
ruthlessly carried out premaer Shamic's
wish to ‘crush them bke grasshoppers”
The death toll reached more than 300,
with another several thousand wounded.
The *broken bone” police tactics designed
ww keep the demonstrators off the sireets
brought in a record 600 hospital cases i
just two weeks! This was the confronta-
tional period at its high poine eyeball o
eyeball.

, Fha-
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The Palestinians knew that the price
was going (o be high. But the emotional
impulse of the collective act of twns of
thessaids of demonstrators vising s one
wis necessare. They needed to Feed s
testoout how weak and vulnerable were
their conguerors

The sobdiers are afraid of us. They run
away like mbbies,” Captunng an Lsraeli
soldicr, disarming him, stripping him
naked and running him out of sight was
the ultimate — alinost eeligious — eataal v
cleanse onesell of the decades of fear,
humiliation and exploitation.

Having tested the combativity of the
Palestinian masses, the next crucial s
lor the umited leadership was 1o create &
bridge borween the spontancous move-
ment and the organisadonal structures
antd conrdination vital o the survival of
the friifadak.

The response of the Palestinians to the
political directives issued by the leader-
ship in the leaflets wis an impartant
dimension of the new siteation.

The communique no.l called for a gen-
eral strike, and the response was
overwhelming. The general sirike — also
involving Palestinmns rom the occupisd
territonies who work in sracl — proved
bevond doubt that the whole Palestinian
population was united behind the new
leadership, which refllecied the cunfidence
and maturity of the Palestinian masses,

Having proved to be the authonwove
volee af the infifadak, the united leadership
wis soun faced with enormons challenges.
Obviously they had tu keep the uprising
alive, finding the correct pace from
demonstration to demonstration, from
general sirike to the next general sorike.
They also had physically o survive: the
ziomist army's onslaught on the Palest-
nian towns and villages,

Une way of shackhing the leadership has
been todetain Palestnian yvouth er mate —
as many as the stare SIrucCIUres can cope
with. Curréntly several thousand are held
in jail — some 3,000 at Ansar 3 alone, a

makeshifl concentration camp in the 15
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Negey desert. Another fortn ol collectve
purishment has been the rund-the-clock
curfews which, at tines, wffected over half
a rmillion Palestintans, Having cut them
ofl fremm chie vest of the world, (lie sionist
state hoped o make thewr condinens sa
intolerable as w0 drive a wedse between
them and their leadersbnp

Meedless 10 say, the zionists underesii-
mated the level of Palestnian ity
and politicisation: instead of Tireeding dis-
unity and submission, the deprivation,
hunger and anxiety in fact comented the
grass Tovls rgdnisations into a huge soli-
darity movement thar reaches deep into
Israrl 1tself;

Ir 15 here than the infifadat has mfliceed
the most damaging wounds. Unlike the
war in Lebanon, which was generally seen
as a ‘foreign policy’ ssoe, the aprsing
atruck al the heard of the zionist state. And
il wirne om the eve o the celebration of
[staet’s 40ch annrversary.

Az lsrael started making lavish preps-
ratiting to eonvinde the world thar all was
guiel oo the dastern: front, the dfedak
previpitated the worst mosal crdis in ls-
racl's history. However, this does not
mean rh:l.r I]H"I'r A o i '.'i]_'l.'l_i]l'll] Il'hr:"-
iwern the friends and enemies of the
Palestinans, When Shamir promises o
crush the Palesonians, the majoriy of s-
raelis ask for more

The country has patarised wothie ek,
with Likud’s ‘ne quartes” policies cngoving
unprecedented populanty, The recent in-
cident in Beita, where a settler ran amok
ina Palestimian village. killing two Palest-
niang, wounding several others and 1o the
process shooting ly mistake a young Ts-
vaeli girl, v chilling reminder o the mass
batred that can be unleashed ar will
L'nder pressurc fram the G rght calling
for swift revenge. 14 hivuses were demol-
tshed, hondreds ofvillagers desamed — six
ol them deported —and the village sealed
oft.

Despite the oocasional craption of such
exireme hysteriy, the dominant consensus
remains within two maio political
perspootives, Likud has opted for apar-
theid — sontinued sealement of the (errie-
aries coupled with a8 deaial of Palesdnian
pelinical aowed eivil rielis, Talbwar has opled
instead for Bantastans — hoping to co-opt
King Hussein of Jordan ina juint projece
tor polive the Palestinians,

Whatever the liture of cither projec,
the lracture resulting from the miifadah 1
working its way through Tsracli socicry

As Peace Neow's political limitations
prevented it from developing ine a move-
ment that would identify with the Paleso-
niwns, the anti-zionist left became the
engine of the protest movement calling for
the withdrawal of the lsraeli troops.
Drespare their small number; their reso-
mance and periphery s growing by the
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dhay,

The two main grimps, Dan la-Kibbush
and Hala ha-Kihhush, are now organising
on-a tational yeale. Yesh Gul, organising
it the ranks of the army, has stecpped up
the movement of refuseniks among the
reservists, on a pladorm of reflusing o ke
gt i suppresaion of the oprising,

The Tsraeh elite inthe universities has
been surred o its roots by the events in the
West Bank and Gaza. Meeting after meet-
ing in campuses demanded the immediate
withdrawal of Lsvach troops. The 215t vear
charter, youth against oceupation, the
women 1 black (whe assemlile fvery
I'nday in Pans Squarc in Jerusalem) are
the thin edee ol a brodder imovement chat
will socner or later threaten the national
CUTISETISLS,

Another 1mportant scpment of Tsracli
socicty, the oriensal jews: have also been
affected hy the uprising, Several groups
Bave boldly come forward, shattering the
oled myth that the ‘backward arienials’,
arc ‘Likud fodder” and started to challenge
some of the norms impased by the Lsrach
state. Muore than 100 orental fews were
prepared to break the laws banning any
contact with the Palestine Liberation Or-
ganisanon (PLO} In the event 1he second
meeting with the PLD) in Hungary was
connpostd rainly ol onental Jows.

The mushrooming of small groups such
as the ‘Committer for Lsracli-Palestinian
dialoguc’, the "Orental Front” and ‘Fast
tor peace” will pileup further pressure on
thie manional consensus:

Marmed st the activites of the peace
movement, the lsracliostare launched o
counter-alfensive in Apreil. primarily
airmed against the fur i, They needed,
however, to cust the net far wider, anack-
ing journalisis, including the foreign press
as well as Palestinian journalists,
newsppers and agencies,

Most important was the closurc of De-
rekf Hanitzotz n Bsvacl praper, which deve-
loped inte a full-seale witchhunt, Five
members of ihe Hantsow organisanon,
Ribhi al-Aruri, Ya'acov and Roni Ben
Lfrat, Michal Schwarz and Hadar Tahar
have now heen charged among other
things with membership of the Democra-
tic Front — a 'erime’ which carries up ma
A0-vear jail sentence.

The mowve toeriminalise Tsraeli political
activists is calculated tw cut off the far left
from the rest of the protest movement.
When itscemed merely a question of press
treedom, a number of liberals were pre-
parcd tn suck their necks out o defend
those charged: bot use of the torms ‘stae
seourity’ and “terrorism® have deterred
any public display ol suppuort.

However, the main preoccupation of
the Tsraell government remains the
Palestinians inside Israel. Despite four de-
vades of attempting o erase all sense of
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Palestiman denory, the winnests bave had
a rude awakening. The nationalism of the
Palestinians inside the green line has res-
urfacerd with a vengeance,

The general sivike called for Land Day
was ubserved by more than B0 per cone of
the 700000 Palestinians inside Israel
Another worry for the regime 5 the extenl
to which Rakah (the Tsraeli communist
prarey ) seemed overtaken by evenrs: More
and more Palestunians are rejecting the
vicw sustained for decades by Rakal that

‘the main preoccupation of
the Israeli government
remains the Palestinians
inside Israel’

they are loyal Tsraeli vitizens, and begun
loesking nstead to o future linked with
their brothers and sisters in the accujiied
territorics.

This challenge 10 Rakah s rellected n
the mereased weight of the Abna al-Balad
movement within the green line. While for
many vears this largely nationalist mve-
men: concentrated in the villages and
rural areas, the uprising has givr_‘n it the
impetys 1o grow and tom into a folly-

‘the zionists underestimated
the level of Palestinian
maturity and politicisation’

Aedged political organisanon. The litnes
test rermeins (o what extent Abme al-Balad
would be able to challenge Rakahb for s
role as sole arbiter of the Palestnian de-
stiny inside Israel.

Fur this, the organisation lus 10 shar-
pen dts profile (the launch of o weekly
paper sl leaves it behind the enormous
resources of Bakah'™s publishing houses),
populanse s politeal programme, and
plav s more aggressive political role — not

‘the ultimate test for the
new leadership is how to
take the uprising forward’

just as a junior partner in a coalition with
Riakah, One of the most important gues-
ticns iz whether thev will ran in the
Knesser election next November.

Amuoeng the Arab electorate it 1s impor-
tant that Abns al-Balad runs on a pro-
grammye distinct from the Progressive List
for Peace (an early right wing split from
Abna al-Balad), but also a programme
distinet from the Rakah-led list of the
Democratic Fronl for Peace and Equ-
ality:

L

O course it s easier for Rakah w cam-
paign o ks two-state solution than icis Tor
Al al-Balad torun oo its own program-
e they would not be allywed 1o do 1his
anyway, Hut to understancd fully the jm-
prartanece of state elections is 2 key part of
the pulitical development of the argansa-
trom s s whole, For e vime beine. the old
arguments for abstention remain popuolar
within the movemen,

The guestionof the political leadership
of Palestinians within the green line is
inexiricably linked to the leadership of the
uprising ieself! The united leadership has
proved its ability w leard & popular rebel-
liow for seven months o a model united
froni betweren different arganisations,
even including the muslim hrotherhood.

Ihev have withstood the murderous
onslaucht of the Tsraslt army, and partly
Hesrmaniled the surrogute leadership and
loval structures thar the zionises red o
foist upon them. They forced the mass
resignation of the [OMW-sirong ‘nadve’
police foree, though wnly @ handtul of the
22 mayors bave gctually resioned, and
communmue no, 19 repeated the early call
tor resignacion of Lsraeli-appomied coun-
cil membéers.

Diespile the Fact thar the intifadah in-
valved mamly workers and poor peasants,
the movement was largely Mllowed by the
shopowners wha, s far, have stricely ob-
serveed the umited leadership's directives
for upening times and alse refused 1o pay
their taxes and VAL returns o the Istach
state. However, the bourgeosie and their
conservalive pulinea! leadership tied 1o
King Hussein arc waidng in the wings:

The ultimare test for (he new leadership
is how w 1ake the aprising forward. The
pro=Jurdan elements, the #LO leadership
and the stalinists, concur in ther short-
term perspectives. For them, the intjfadah
has succesded in raising the 1ssuc internat-
ionally, and will uldmarely force the world
POwors 1o convene an itermalinna confe-
rence wo resolve the conflict,

This is all they wane, and they are not
trving (o steer the uprising in anv other
dirccuon: Rakah is therefore trying to put
the hrakes oo the mililaney inside the
green line,

The Palestinian masses bave no confi-
dence inoan international contercnce, the
Arah ruling classes or the superpowcers.
They hope the united leadership will give
a clear aliernative political perspective.
Ihe larest call for economic sell-
sufficiency and a boveoet of Israeli goods s
for manv the best way to consolidate and
dig in for victory,

This iz why lsracli soldiers have now
declared war on Palestiman cucumbers —
and tomatocs, For them it means nipping
in the bod any new form of self-
arganisadon, which for the Palestinians

will be the next stage of their sirugele @ 17
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Stayaway success unites
opposition

Prasident Botha

The three-day stavaway in South
Africa on June 6. 7 and 8 marke '
a new high level ol consciousness
among the working class in the
lund of apartheid. writes
CHARLIE VAN GELDEREN.

THES WAS BY far the higgest and mosi
extemsive acting of its kind in Souch Adrican
history and the only one o last three days.
It was valled In proteseaganst the labour
relations amendment bl and against the
repression of the opposition, Previous calls
for u three-day stayaway by the Alncan
Natonal Congress and the South Afrcan
Congress of Trade Unions {SACTU) in 1958
and 1961 collapsed for lack of suppurt on
the second day, The organised black work-
ing class has given notice the regune and
1o the bosses that the hatte against apar-
theid goes on despite the continuous state of
emergency and despite the full might of the
raciststate apparalus.

On the first day of the protest, f June
[48 aver two million workers respondec
to the call from the rade Lhrow
South

W ialis,

By Poddod Rallax

the

) and

African Trade Uniens [COSATU
dval federation National Council of Trade

Unions (NA0TU) co-erdinated theiractions
Althaugh the numbers were somewhat less
ur ihe second and third davs (see box), the
mumentum contmued. This L'::{'S'[_"i.l".' the fact
that the bigses warned that nowages would
be paid for workers who absented themsely-
es.and threatened other disciplinary mes-

ST

Only the draconian threats from the
chamber of mines — dominated by the
Hliberal' Oppenheimers and Anglo-

American — succeeded in keeping the mi-
ners, sill suffering oo the defeat ol Tast
vear's ‘strike, at work. Even here not all
miners were intmidated, The National
Union of Miners claim that 32000 joined
the protest. A chamber of nunes spokesper-
eon admitted that at least six coal mines and
vwi diamond mines lost production. Never-
theless, the minimal support from this vital
scctor rellects the demoralisation among the
miners after the strike.

All the car plants and thousands of

mainly white-owned factories ind places of

business were closed although the wsually

militane retail sector was affected by the
split in Coawu. The initiative for calling the
stavaway was taken al aspecial conference

A COSATU organiser in Pietermaritzburg

of CtssAaTl in Mav., This bold
tzken despliee all the cimens heing untivviie:
able, thit i#; in a perivd of protracted
repression witl restrictions placed oo mrade
uniins and pui|[1-..—: OrEantEatioeny il
regulations in force: makiog such ag
illcgal, In wddition. the past success of work

MYE Was

1nns

stayaways has heen dependent n join
prgamsation by the frade unions sml com-
munily nrganisanons. Also, with some £x-
ceptons, they have been called o coincude
fl'__p (_;I_I['I'.I'I!-t'll'l.l.'l:l.'“'.“-‘-'
-3u1-1..15\‘.'5[1.1rpc'~'15|tm' May Dav

June & was not such 2 commemordion
and as a resultof cmergency restrictions,
cotimunity and ownship orgsmsations
spehas the United Democratic Frong (1:0F)
and the Natonal Forum have been greath
weakenedl

Rabert Godsell, @ representative of big
hiisiness aned 4 supporter ol the
labiur relations amendment hill, asked con-
fidentlv in an interview with forelgn oor-
respornitderits, take * nuimber of
people away from work for theee diys, bt
when the sun rises on Thursday morning
what has changed? Some hours later, God-
sell was in Cape Town for talks witll man-
power minisier Plee du Plessis to discuss
CUSATL s the hill o

with mise] daves of

sLTLg

TR cEN

demand to subimil
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arhitraton; and when the sun rose over the
South. African horeon oo the Thursday
afier the stavaway, the minister had offered
tsuspend part ol the draftlaw.

The Labeur Party, which had previoushy
supported the bill announied support o
il ‘eoloural” houase of delegates, tor a
miotion requesting that the bill be sent back
ter the parliamentary standing commiites
for “serunny of cerlain mndinons’. (The bill
miust pass through all three houses of pariia-
ment — ‘white”, ‘eoloursil’ wnd Indian”—or
e referred 1o the president™s douncil betore
14 bl:'("”!'tffh |.-'.l'l"| |

Thete were inher clear <igns: it 1he
stovaway kad achisved one of s objectives
— o foree & re-think of the anti-union
[eerskation wihich had had the tulzome sup-
port of kg lwsiness. On that same Thurs-
day, COSATL mel with the South African
constltatve commities on labour affairs

saccora), which representy the majir
=inplover federatdons, to discuss the techni-
alitiey involyved insubmitcng the Bill e
serutiny of an dndependent triliomal. Also
sinficant s the decision tiken by COSATU s
pReculive comnuttcs o consult NaCTL
Wb 115 planned mecnngs with SACCHLA,

Thast the government has expressed wil-
lingness to discuss the cantent of the law —
i response to an action which is cxpressly
prohibited under exisdng and proposced
legislation — is an ohiique recopnition of the
power of the rgenised forees ol laboor,

The three-day prodest was (o be the
beginning of o campaign agamst the gov-
Froment clamp-down on oppositon groups
Mier consideralile debate COSATU S sprecial
conterence decided o convene s ‘vonterence
of & broad range of ang-apartheid organisa-
tints to ficus on opposing apartheid
1'r_'l:s]'r:l_-:i.id_'lnr T weldicion to the call for three
days of ‘nadooal peaceful prtest” it was
also decided to hold demonstrations ar foc-
leirtes every. Tuesday o protest aginst the
labour relations ameandment bill. This legis-
lation will entrench racial divisiong in the
unions, It also aims to prevent the unions
from engaging in “polideal activites'.

The decisions taken at the emergency
conference give the appearance of stretch-
ing oul a hond to ‘other scetions of the
pespulation which are graviraung towared a
fendency to all 1 union Against & CUmimen
enemy’, According o reports from de-
legates, the central debate revolved around
the guestion ol whether NACTU and groups
which include whote liberals, such as the
Five Freedoms Forum should awend the
snti-apartheid conference,

Naory affiliated wnions did aol come
1 COSATT when it wias formed beiagse of
disagreements over the question of white
|l:;;1|:|::r5hip within the trade wmon move-
ment. Snce then, ¥A0TU has modified 1is
Position 1t remiaing hostile o white leaders
drawn from eawddle-clazs ineellectoals but
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PWW area
(A frecam sworkers absend from werk)
Total workers Monday Tuesday Wednesday
Manufacruring: Bl % FHY% T
Liommercial 7% ¥ A%
Puslshig
Stavaway ranged berween U624 -50% (305
Transpare % gl i
Total number of emplovess covered by sumeey, A
Natal
Frgures farblack ( A frcan and fndiar) warkers siayping azva
Sectors Muonday Tuesday Wednesday
Fuood 65 by i
Fontware 31 4 7
Chemieal B2 n2 R2
Clothing Textiles 0% ik b
Metal/ Mutor R4 Hi it
Paper 13 2 4
Shopand Rerail it rE 7a
Transport 57 a7 3
Survev workforoe total 43,750
Yo amway b To% 7%

Tutad number of emplovess covered by survey In Nataland PWV region: | 22,606
e indusseial Bearelond of Soweq Afrive. 30 fee conl ol
fromamically actine Alacks are employed 0 thic area qad wore. them Al £ af induchor and commmeree @5 fogated

PHT: Presrig-Witnaterieand- Pereeniping

there

has declared that it has np aobjection 10
white leacers emerging [fom the ranks,
There is, however, gnother major stumbling
Block. At itz last confercnce, COSALU
adopted the Freedom Charter as the basis
for 1s podivical pladoem. NACTI has grave
doubts about whether the Freedom Charter
2 sufficiont cxpression of the aspiratons of
the working class. It has also refused 1o
endorse the Asanian Manifesto.

In the sume ";iI_H"H‘}I it which he appeared
¢ open up to ‘other secrions’, COSATL
president, Elijah Baraid went on o em-
phausise that the broad anti-apartheid oot
should be based on the princples of the
Freedom Charter. In this Barayi seems o
b taking.a harder position than the leader-
ship of the Alrican Natonal Congress. A
rocent meeting between the ANG wnd NACTL
issued a joint statement in which 1t was
siressed that the issuc of the Freedom
Charter shoald not e a :.!u:'r:hi'trlg hlock 1o
unity.

There appears to have heen a thorough-
ly=aired debate over the fssues involved
from which three main positions evolved.
Omnie block of unions argued that COSATU S
drive to create hroader unity inthe face ol
the grvernment crack-down should focus on
worker organisations and other township-
bascd organisations. A second group urged
that it should embrace all and-apartheid
urganisations including those with ‘white
liberals’ in their ranks. The third position
tsisted that CosaTU should build on its

exishing alliance stractaee with afliliates of
the Umited Tlermuerane Front and 1hat the
proposed anti-apartherd conterence should
not be seon as an alternative to this.

What was lnallv agreed would appear to
e a compromise Letween the toee posi-
tions, It instructs COSATL s central execul-
e commutees, eogether with s “traditional
allies’. woset up a planning committee
which will draw up & programme ol acton
and which will 1ovite crgamisations 1o at-
tend the conferonee,

This would, according 1o yme delegate,
"allow LOSATU together with its allies 10
traw up a programme that will be consi-
stent with s support ol the Freedom
Charter but with the authaniy o mviee
proups such as NACTLU and the Four Free-
eloms Forum o parncipare’

What remains in deubris whether organ-
isations outside COSATL, such as NACTY,
will be prepared vy take part in such a
conference if they are 1o be excluded from
the drafting programme of action. There
¢an be no doubt, however, that there is a
growing demand for a united front against
the increasing repression and this demand
was foreefully expressed by many delegates
at the emergency conference. It was ex-
pressed oven muore forcefully by the close
co-ordination between COSATU and NACTU
during the three day stavaway and by the
high level of support in Natal despite the
apposition of Buthelezi and his reactionary
meovement, Inkatha @
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From civil rights to socialist

republicanism

JOHN McANULTY of People’s Democracy

looks back at twenty vears of

struggle since the founding of the civil rights movement in Ireland in 1968,

OXE OF BRITISH conservalism’s catch-
phrases in s pontifivations en lrcland 1s
the call for & ‘return o normaliny i the
north. 1t is worth remembering what thiat
pormeality consisted of. Belore 1968 a
one-party stale controlled Ty o undonise

junta,
Behind the scenes 1t was o turn ruled
by a sccrer socicty — the Crange oriler

Natiomalists were denied the vore m local
gll‘-'r_"TTIT'Irt'r'lr Tl‘ll"fl" Wk il E}l‘:l'\.'ﬂ._"-j'u'f ﬁnd
mstitutionalised discrmination at every
lewel, Mass poverty and uncmploymend
were the norm for natonalist wiorkers, A
protestant militia — the B ospecials —
riyamed the streets, armed and given uni-
lorms by the Brsh, The speoial powers
act gave sich sweeping powers that (he
South Alrican premisr Vorsier offered o
excliange all his repressive laws for one
clause from it

In many ways the simation today s
worses Dwenty years of Bonsh ‘reforms®
have simply gone o show that oppression
ang repression low incvitably from pari-
ton and Brigshrulein Ireland.

1968 in Ireland s significant not
berawse i brought viclory bue becavse it
hrouehe hope, That hope. despite twenty
vears of death and suffering; 15 a thoosaned
numes preferable o the peace of the gra-
vevard hat preceded it oand which the
British governmenr secks o re-impose
LGl brought a vision of an alternalive
and a confidence in our own strength and
organisation. As u participant, | saw 1968
as il ‘birth of our power’ and itz promise
has lived onin the twenty vears since.

Many analvses of the Trsh struggle
present it as a thang in itsell] in some wavs
disconnectied from the world-wide
struggle of the classes. [n fact it was the
example of other strugeles — (he interna-
tinal dynamic — which provided the im-
pulse for the 68 explosion,

I'he greatest impact came from the civil
rights struggle in the U, The organisution
of the Northern Treland Civil Rights Asso-
cratton and many of 105 tactics, were cer-
taindy taken trom chat movement.

Influences on the voung people who
fivrrroeed P!‘I'Il.'.rl.t'F: Democracy were much
broader. The Vietnam solidarity move-
ment helped us to develap an an-

20 imperialist conscinusness and solidarin

1969: British ps go into ﬂm'nuﬂh ni Ireinﬁa

with the Prague Spring developed an ang-
stalinizt likerrarian lefiism which weuld
eventually cobere into trotskvism.

We had manv shortconings. We were
utopian and idealistic. Weearmied the idea
of direct democracy so Far that we refused
o have a membership— at one university
mecting the Rughy club successiully vored
down a plan of action and we had 1o meet
arain without them!

Theze shortcomings were overcome Iy
the power ol imagination. We continually
throw sp new methods amd tlactics d_‘.}di!‘lﬁ.[
statc forces ill-prepared for cpposition
outside rraditional republicanism. Alwve
all we had the collective power and sofi-
darity of mass strugele. What was theory
one week was tested in practice the tollow-
ing week iy tens ofthowsands of people

The spuntaneity of the "68 movement
was its great strength, butl this could not
aurvive the stale’s mobilisagon of the
sl gkt in pogroms or the direct
intervention of the Brivsh avimy 1o Sad the
cvil power’ and maintain partition,

The mickedle class leadership of the covl
rghts movement and the straregsis for
reform in the communisi party faded o
the sidelines. The went on
hecause 10 was able 1o link 1o 3 continuity
ufstruggle against British rule represen|ed
by the republican movement, The combi-
naton of a history ol strugole linked
expericnce of mass acton combined w
pridduce a revolutionary consciousness so
strong that 20 vears of bloody repression
have failed to hreak i

Un a smaller scale the same faoioes
applied o Peoples Democracy. At ats core

T ETTECTLE
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wias & group of activisis lrren the Younyg
Socialist Alliance, We were flexible
encugh W be the firmest supporters of the
movement tor vouth radicalisiaiion bat we
kad a history and a proeramme that wenr
hack tn Connolly and which retains is
importance wday — the central role of the
demand for national independence and
the necd for working flass leadership,

Twenty vears apo we demanded civil
rights. We got pogroms, inteenment, tor-
ture, the H-blocks anc <hesdi-to-kill, At
that time many militants locked to the
government o the south of Ircland for
suppurt. Today losh capitalism is in the
forcfront m supportne Botish rale, has
launched 115 own savage qusterity deainst
the working rlass and 15 driving: Trish
yourthanto the immigrants” hoats.

Only one demand is (ossible now — the
immediate withdrawal of Britsh troops
and. seli-dererminarion for the Trish
people,

Onc element of 68 that 13 worth
remembering b5 that 1t was a time when
capitalism was at its strompest. The nor-
thern coonomy was booming. Cuatholic
unemployoient was al its lowest sinee the
foundation of the six couney state. 1 was
one of & gencratgon of nationalist youth,
the children of the 98 education act,
able o atten] university,

Young peuple and workers saw capital-
tsm at its best and rejected i Since then
capitalism and imperialisen have beoome
A ureal dlenl more vicious, butl they have
nut become stronger. We have not forget-
tem. We have not gone away, And we still
wantour freedom! @
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British feminism ten years on

i
-

Mearlanie FriandRapot

- by

Women cutting the fence ot Greenham

VALERIE COULTAS looks at some of

the political questions that have arisen in the
Brinsh women's movement in the ten vears
simee the last national women's liberation

conference. A more detailed assessment of the
development of women’s struggles i the trade
untons in the same period will appear in a
later issue ol Sucialist Ontlook,

1978 %AW THE last national women’s liberation conference in
Brivain. The tebaie represenied b central political clash over
irieniation

Were women oppressed primarity because of their social
[HIS1HON 10 SOCICTY O WAs Womel s oppression a prodaornfa
mile conspiracy to subordinate Temale sexuality? Soealsi
feminisis saw social causes as the roor of women's oppression
and perceived sexual subordinanon flowing from that
Fighting for the four demands of equal pay, education,
nursery provision and fertility contral wis scen as vimal Lo
ending women's oppression.

While supperting the filth demand — an end 1w the
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discrimination aoainst lesbians and o sell-defined sexualicy
tor all women they did not want the “social” demands
deronted inmporinice n eampalgTing aciy

Radical lemanists wek a different view, They wanted to
lorce questons of hfestyle, sexuality and sexual violence by
men to the top of the agenda. The argument was ficrce—and
no ome wanted tocall another chinference.

These pulitical differences were not new. They had always
lain beneath the surface of modern feminism, Were indi-
vidual men the primary enemy or was it class society and the
vapitaliststare?

21
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Although this is a shghy simplification of the debate,
becanse all agreed that men should be challenged [or sexast
behaviour, it did inform women's attiude 1o campaigning
and making alliances with the labour movenent.

Differences over political nrientation had torn the sulfra-
gette movement apirt earlier in the century, und so this open
elash was not so unexpected. But anity had been possible up
to the end of the seventics because an energedc movement of
primarily young women had been able toact around unified
demands, despite differing over the nature of women's
Ojipression.

The demands for equal pay and equal edueational oppor-
tumity were the ininal spurs to action at the end of the sixtics,
During the mid-seventies the tremendously suecessful Na-
tional Abortion Campaign (NACQ] wus established which
foreed the Trades Union Congress and Labour Party to take
a pro-abartion stance and mobilise trade unionists 1w oppose
attacks on abortion rights, Campaigns to improve childeare,
o provide centres for battered women, to win child custody
for lesbians, to chiallenge sexism in the media, o suppor
hiack women's struggles, and to organise solidaricy around
women's strikes for equal pay, all continued throughour the
goventies,

Then in 1979 came the Thawcher government and the
palitical counter-offensive of the ruling class. This jolted an
already divided women's. movement, as it did the labour
movement as @ whole, whose leadership was left recling and
unable |» respond. As sections of the working class fought
hack, the women's movement began o take pari o the new
battles and recompose isell

But today nearly ten years of Thatcherism have taken
their toll among feminists. The ground is shifting to the right
amang wirnen as it has anmong the mass of the working class.
The Brnnsh woemen's movement 15 no longer polarised
briween radical and suolist Feminists. Bourgeois and
reformist feminism have more sway today than they did a
decade agn,

THE pOLICIES of Thatcher and the goners] economic cnsis
hive played no small prt m s F‘u’:]ilji:nl evilulion amng
womien. The tuling class in Britain has not engaged in a
frontil assault on the women's movernent o date although a
sustained ideological offenzive has been mounted against the
welfare state, femmst valies and for the family. In a speech
in 1982 to the Insttution of Elecirical Engincers she arguerd
thar ‘the haule for women's rights. has largely been won',
insisting that there was no need for the stmdent tones of some
Swomen's libbers’. However, the economic and political poli-
cies of Thatcher have had a very diveet effect on the mass of
women,

Firsi, they have incieased the social divisions betwcen
women of different Classes and within the working class. Tax
reliel for those able w afford nannies, alongside the dosore of
council nurseries, reveals which women Thaicher thinks
should gapire wequality with men:

Secondly, the policies of marker capitalism aim tw explost
low-paid semi-skilled and unskilled women workers to the

F -~

tull. Casualisation, part-time work, no urkion protection and
samie of the mosl repetitve jobs in the new techoology
inustrics arc the ‘opportunities’ Tharcher’s business rends
hiave ipened for this layer ol women. Cuthacks in the wellare
state and the privadsaton of many social scrvices have put
many women out of décent jobs and increased their burden
of domestic laboar

Finally, Thawher has made no scoret of her willhmgness (o
challenge the post-war tonsensus on social provision for the
poor, the elderly, the sick, vouth and the unemployed. In a
speerh to the Brigsh Jowish Community in 1983 she said °L
was asked whether T was trving to restore Victorian values. 1
said seraight out | was. And lam”.

Despite these attucks on the mass of women, Thatcher
hersell i3 a nat an unimportant role model for cerrain layers
of women in Brimin wday, nor bas the Tory Parte this
contury been indifferent o winmng the women’s vote. She
has articulated an aliernative image of womanhood thar is
conventional and pro-family in contrast to the unconyen-
tinnal mage of feminism, Her persinal success — through
education and marriage as she sells it —stands as an emiblem
of the ‘go-lor-it" message of persemal soecial nehbilicy
markcted by ‘popular’ capitalism. These ideas have ap-
peabed o the individualistic aspects of modern feminism and
found an echo in the sl small number of women in higher
professional jobs who can atord ninnies ) ensure unineer-
rupred carcers even when they decide (as: Thateher hesself
didi to reproduce,

As voting pitieris at the fast genersd election show, this
influence’is not confined to these very privileged lavers of
wonen, despite the fact th secial mobility 15 rubed sut Tog
many wiorking class women who voted for Thatcher, As she
told the BRC world servioe m 1984, “Nuny, wamen . are oo
rasily contented with the job they are doing and do not
necessarily make the effort to chimb the tree . . simetimes
i st hirght 1o be unfeminine. [ isn'tacall, vou know'.

Thatcher has alsn been prime minister a5 a new laver ol
women have entered Britsh politics. Many of these wamen
would claim the fermingt mantle. Phatcher hersell has
rejectetd 1T don't notice (et T'ma woman: 1 regard mysell
as the prime minister,” she told the Datly Mirer in 1981 Bug
she-has promoted oty layer of mighe wing wormen who share
hier peneral views,

Thatcher's polideal stritegy has had an important impact
on the {emimist movement. Unity dround gender appression
is clearly madequate whien a governmen| led iy a woman is
atjacking the weltare slate as well as Labour councils wha
have promoted [#minist campaigns, the rights of women s
trade unionists, tenants and black people; The political
tragmentation ol the feminst movement becomes almost
inevirable under this kind nf assault given the Joose stre-
tures of that moverent and the lack of political homogeneity
ATONE Wemer,

A VERY WITIE dhiversity of views cliim the kibe] leminist’ in
Britain today and debates among fommists are o loger
comfined 1 exclusively “women's issues”. Thas it is difficult
to discuss the state of the women's moyement as 4 single
cntiry: there is a lack of unified forums and unified cam-
paigns, Tostead this article will iry 1o assess a number of
themes of debate and acavity, highhghong where the polio-
cal retreats seem lo bave nocurred and where some steps
forward have becn made:

The defear of John Corrie's abwortion amendment bill
(which tried o restrict the availability of NHS abortions] i
1879 was one of the few victorkes the British labour move-
ment can claim over the last ten years: This privaie

SOCIALIST OUTLOOK 6 B luly/Seplember 1988




w O

memher's bill was defeated after the TUC called a protest of
aver LU0 pegple. Todid not win the support of enough MPs,
including Thawcher hersclt,

Ironically huwever, SAC splita few years later, The debate
invalved many quem.'mns bt refllecied 1he _gt:m:r.a,l CII%is BN
the movement. Women supporting a change in name to
‘Beproductive Riglus Campaign” argued thar to focus so
exclusively on abortion on a defensive basis was wrong. NAC
should campaign on all issues of reproductive rights empha-
sising women's right to a free sexuality. This campaign
should he women-only because fertility control was a ‘wo-
men's issue’ nola'class issue’,

Onher women, among them trotskyists, disagreed, point-
ing out that winning the right to terminate 2 pregnancy was
a key advance for women at this stage of the women's
movernent, and that the attacks on the 1967 act had 1o be
feruled off if women were o advance, While NAC had a
‘womnen's night (o choose' declaration which related to other
issues around fertility rights; abortion was the central issue
for xaC and they arpued that the name should not be
changed. These women also argued that NAC should be a
mixerl campaign because the miass of women were organised
by the trade unions and previous activity had shown that
tride unions would fight for abortion righes.

Reproductive Righters claimed the banner of anti-racism
mn thedebate and said that NAC had ignored black women's
:".xpn:r'ir.ur.r of Toreed sterilisanon, lack of nighes to have
children, and forced contracepron through Depo Provera
injections. The NAC loyalists refuted this charge citing the
cstablishment of an international campaign by NAC 45 an
example. But the accusation, although opportunist, was not
without some basis, NAC had not involved black women in
Britain to the degree that it possibly could have. The
women's movement as 4 whole had failed to listen o the
emerging black women's movemeni.

The test of time has showe the political cost of the split,
The divide was really about whether 0 run a women's
health informanon service or a politcal eampaign on abor-
ton. When Victoria Gillick launched her attack on young
wormnen’s contracetive rights, and the MP Enoch Powell put
hig embryo nghts bill w parhiament in 1983, it was NAC that
led the response. The response of the traditional feminist
lavers was weak. In conmast to the huge mobilisanon six
vears earlier against Corrig, 5,000 peuple marched in pro-
test, with large numbers coming from the far left rather than
independent feminist groups.

The so-called Yorkshire ripper’s horrific murders of
women in the early eighties provided ample grounds f[or
ferminist campalgns around male violenee. Women Against
Vivlence Aramst Women (Wavaw), led by radical femin-
1sts, took the initiative o lead protests in many lowns, seeing
this as an 1ssue that united all women against all men, When
police wrged women to stay indoors or ensure they were
escorted home, wWavaw countered with the demand that
men should be kept off the streets not women, and also that
women are most likely W be attacked by men they know,
aften in their homes.

Radical feminists toured the country with films shiowing
pornographic images of women 1o sell the message that ‘porn
is the theory, rape s the practice’ and that all men benefit
from the threar and fear women have of rape. Political
solunions offerered ranged from uncontentious proposals
such as women's taxi services and self-defence provision to
the banning of pornography and longer sentences for rapists,
Many socialist feminists kept silent in this debate — identify-
ing with the outrage women [elt, but reluctant to support
‘law and order” solutions.
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The mass mohilisations at the Greenham women's peace
camp in Newhury, Berkshire in protest at the siting of cruise
missiles twmed ool 30000 women at their high point,
denting the Tory government’s confidence in irs ability to
defend their policy on nucleararms,

The appeal of Greenham contained contradictory fei-
tures. Greenbiam became » very uselud focus for the building
of 4 women's peace movement, But while some wormen in the
Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament (eNR) and labour
mMovement actvists saw (Greenham as a way of mobilising
women o flght against cruise and to oppose the lory
government™s warmongering, the radical femindsts in Women
Clppose the Nuclear Threat were interested in o4
more specifically ‘radical feminist’ analvsis of war and male
violence generally. Yetanother group of feminists opposed
Crreenham alogether, arpuing thar the mohilisaticns
celebrated motherhood and this had mothing w do with
feminism, Even Spare #ib was quite slow to develop a
campaigninsupport of the women's peace movement.

1T WAS AT this poiot that the influence af what has been called
‘populist” feminism began 1o grow in Bradn, A new
kind of simplistic radical feminism emerged from writers like
Andrea Dworkin, Dale Spender and Mary Daly, which said
that women were good and men were bad. Women were
caring and civilised, men were violent and ageressive, The
sowtal construction of feminimity &nd masculinity was some-
tmes recogmsed only o be torgoteen,

“l'ake the toys from the bovs’ was an amusing slogan, but
behind the wit lay a faoly analysis of why peace was a
waornen's issue. Some women al Greenham arpued that wars
were fought and nuclear missiles were being imposed
betcause men liked to be macho and fight wars. Women, an
the other hand were concerned with reproducing life net
destroying il

The essential point that wars are fought because the
mmpenalist ruling classes necd to dominate scotions of the
world to protece and expand markets and profits is lnst in
this analvsls. Wars have listorically affected men and
waornen differently, women sumetimes predicting the social
coats of war before men, although many soldicrs get disillu-
sioned with actual combar

But just as men's masculinity has 1w be socally cons-
tructed, so soldiers (today, male and female) have o be
vonstrutted by the capitalist system. Some women active in
the labour movement put forward this emphasis as they
mobilizged fir miass actiomy al Greenham, But their ideolo-
gical tmpact was weak and the academic inclinations and
sectarianism of some socialist femimsts prevented them from
partcipatng in the debate as it was unfolding at the gares of
Crreenharm.

Al the baseof the labour movemnent a diflferenit bue related
debate was untolding. Many socialist fermnists bad begun to
organise in the Labour Party and the trade unions as the
Tories stepped up their atiacks on working class women
Waomen workers form 44 per cent of the workforee in Bnitain
tocday and thelr proportion i rising. Some predictions sug-
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‘the ground is shifting to the right among
women as it has amongst the mass of the
working class’

gest that women workers will secure two thirds of all new
Jnbs ereated inothe mext five vears: Part-time work aceounts
for this, Women part-timers are expected ro hold 22 per cent
of all jobs In 1990} as compared with 17 per cent in 1983,
‘This, alongside the cumpaigns of feminises, has increased the
pressure on the unions: if they are to survive, they have to
FECTH il WLHTIET \'p'Urker_

But the new realism that is now dominane in the Britsh
labour movement, which accepts ‘popular capitalism’ and
enters o no-strike deals with the bosses, has influenced the
thinking of many femimsts inthe labour movement,

Pusturing and the idcalism of the sixtics is rojected by a
mure practical approach which emphasises minimum and
winnable demands. A shorier working day s pushed b
never without Inss of pay. Shanng of howsework 15 advotated
bt ecllectivisation of housework isdownplayed.

Eurccommunists like Bea Campbell advocare a feminist
mcomes policy which argues for anow kind of sacial crntract
where higher-paid male workers accepr pay curhis 1o redis-
tribute their wages o low-paid female workers,

Campaigns which challenge women's oppression within
the family arc harder to win support for in this climate. A
defensive stance is almost inevitable given the defeats sul-
fered over the last ten years i Britain b i s only class
struggle methuds that will defend any gains that women
workers have won. This reformist layer attacks the class
struggle methods of unions like the Nadional Tnion of Mine-
warkers (NUML Bea Campbell, for example, argued that
mass picketing was ‘mache’ in the 84/85 miners’ serike, and
defended the Kinnock leadership of the Labour Party, which
she characterised as “leminist’ in the London weekly ma-
gazine City Limiy, She also publicly attacked the prine
uninns at Wappiag with similar arguments.

Where the ideas of the reformist feminists and the new
populist feminists overlap iz ar the level of rhetorie in
dennuncing ‘maleness”, o accepting that a fundamental
change in society is impossible and that women have w
cnncentrate on winning smallvictorics.

These examples pive a picture of the retreats thi have
taken place in the Thatcher years, On the other hand the
elass polarisation in Britsh sociéty has radicalised women
who have born the brune of the Tory offensive and fought
back with mass mohilisations, We will lnok at three groups
in particular.

WOMEN TRADE uniomists have fought hack against Thatcher
ever since she came (o power. The largest groups of women
workers that have moved into struggle are in the public
sector — healthworkers, teachers, local government workers,
schaol cleaners and dinner ladies — resisting low pay, cuts
and privatisation. But in manufaciuring and textiles women
workers have also resisted attacks on their indusiries and in
the minecrs’ and printers’ serikes we siw women's support
groups setup toinvolve wives of strikers in the dispute.

The trade union movement has been forced o make rEny
concessions o women, adopting a TUC women's charter,
campaigning on sexual harassment and abortion, and now
proposing (o establish a women’s department al the Tuc,
But while trade union lcaders may be willing to make

24 gestures to recruit women they are reluctant w support any
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reabtighragainse the Tory povernmene.

This is why theindependent organisation of women m the
labwur smovement and the pressure of fminist campaigning
15 s rructal. Women Against Pic Closures was a very impar-
tant development in this regard because it was directly
linked o afight against the Tory government o deferd jubs
and was also able to use the forms of arganisation the
wonnen's Hberation movement had developed in the provious
V& rs

Wonen's sapport groups. with their own bank accounts,
bannees and setwork of communicadon mushroomed in
overy mining ared and were able o mobilise guickly for
demonsirations and picket lines to confront the police,

The identdfication with nther wormen's campaigns such as
Greenhamy, strip searching, anmd black women's groups was
important for developing the polideal awareness of women
I mining communites,

The loss of the vote for affiliation o the NUM made @t
harder to consolidate (hese gams. Bur some of the minst
militant women's support groups and the memory of this
fermeof organisation continue to cxist in preparation for the
next battle, This movement of working class women shifted
the terrain of debate in the women's movement o the el as
the atrike shenwed that sections of the labour movement could
stand up 1o the Tores and these groups of workers were
prepred tosupport the demands ol women,

BLACK WoMEN have been arganising in Britain in the trade
untons antdl black community for the last 20 vears, Bul
lowards the end of the seventies a black women’s movement
emerged 1o challenge the oppression of black women in
society and racism o the wimen's movement.

This movement had w sharp political ‘and idealogical
thirust around racism on all levels — reflering the growing
self-confidence of young black Briush women who had
grown up i Britain and did not aceept the second or thied
class seatus imposed on them by white society. The Tories
have fostered racism by tightening up on immigration laws
and strengthening police prwers, using overtly racise themes
in their recent electinn campaign,

National conferences of Dlack women have taken place
over several vears and black wemen have campaigned
apzunst deportation orders. scparation of black Teerilies,
racist harassment, dserimmation invedueation, in the health
service and at work amd established battered women's cen-
tres for bilack women.

The political critique of the prioritics of white feminists
has intluenced nearly every feminist rampaign and journal
wver the las) peried. Campaigns around violence against
weoanen have been taken w task for holding demonstiratings
in black srcas of the inner cides and raising demands for
miore police tn the streets. The Spare Rif collective, the
London Wamen's Tiberatum Newiletter and the women's peace
camypal Greenham have all had clashes on the subject

As the black women's movermment has developed 1t has
become clear that polivcal dilferences exist among black
women too. But because of the special discrimination black
winien face in socicry they have been ahle g challenge the
Filse ‘unity of women' impased by miny radical and populist
teminists whe prionitise gender eppression in an artticial
way, ignyring or playing down class and racial discrimina-
e,

‘black women forced anti-imperialist
issues into the centre of feminist debates’
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Black women also forced anti-imperialist issues into the
cenlre of feminst debates. Recogninon of Britdin’s imperial-
151 risle wnnl thee racizm of the British stare has been reflected
i conferenees and campaigns atound Namibia, South An-
o, vemival and Latn America, A key arca o this activity has
heen making links with women m Lecland, A protest
demonstralive oo international women's day in 1979 pusside
Armagh gaol in Naormbern Treland united Toishoand Beitish
women in & commun protest avainst the serp searchimg of
women poliocal prisoners.

Since that time a natons] campaten has been mounted in
Brtain wenl Trefand which has had an unportant impact on
Irsh repubbicanism and the Briush laboor movement. Sinn
l'em women have been organsing thronghout this period
bur the lnks with British women have helped boose their
strupgele. The campaign mounted i Botaim provided che
mefessany pressare o wil first the Laboor Paryy woimen's
coniterence and, koer, the Talong Paoy conferenee w0 opposc
stiapy searching and the nonsjury conrss and 100 support
self-determination for the Irsh people.

A recent Tabour Party women' s confereinee called fora
Labour povernmmenn ooser @ dare Tor wathdrawal ol the
Brinsh army fromm Northern Drelamd, Femmist seieiiy on
lrish guestions has Seenn advance of the rescof the Brinsh
labuner muoweraent

I THFE Lakou g Parry, socialist feminists have thos Leen
abile w play w orele o campaigns wider than what are
rraditionally viewedl as wirmen's issues. The wonnen’s section
of the Laboor Farty has been iransformed oo aomilitan,
campiigning and feminist forum demanding more power T
women in the party as a whole, The kefts power ut thes
conference 15 a threat o Nesl Kuiooek?s giropect ofshilting the
party to the righr The fabour bureaeracy bas bad o devise
sime eomplex tactics o dull the campaigning strength of the
WLIITVETT r':i i |rgaLrILHaIil1:|

What Kinnook olfered women was o women's ministey if
Labowr came to power and a shight increase in the number of
warnen M5 Bur simulmnecusly hie has moved o undermine
the Labowr wamen’s confercnce, by sugoesting that tade
union women are nnder-represented. This s an atempt 1o
ghift the-debate away rom the demand that wormen slaald
elect therr own representatives on the NEC, inte & complhi-
cated debareover restructurine women's conference iscit,

With the aid of the trade union burcaneracy, Kinnock
wims to silence the eritical volee of swomen and line them ap
tichind the leadership, Eeaders ol the Winnen"s Action Come-
mitter, a group fghung for mgre power for Labour Pary
wamen, amd which at first won a lot of support among
women 4t 1 he bgh poine of the Bennite veforms in the pary,
have since become acvessories o sectinns of Ue bureaneraey,
and actually welromed some ol Kinnock’s manocuvres rather
thaan fighiing them head on and refusing 1o allow the NEG 0
e erere o e witnen s organisalion.

The local women's sections i the party have also come
under arzack, as the centre and nghtwing oy o resncot their
activines by hlocking off funds and depriving them of repre-
sentation, Women activists at the base ol 1he Taboar Party
are mot politically homogeneous and are divided on what
attitude toadopt o the party leadeors, Bur il links with trade
union women can be strengthened at the base of the trade
unions and with women outside the party, the women’s

‘the appeal of Greenham contained
contradictory features’
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*Women Against Violence Against Women,
led by radical feminists, took the lead in
many towns’

arganisagon will remain o Strong fcus of resistance o the
rightwing deili in the partv.

THETICTURE paunted here of the Bratish wornen™s mosemen 15
ome where mass strugeles of women sull ke place, b the
ferminist movement 15 more fragmented, more polarsed, less
coltectively tnvolved n women's struggles than ten yeas
ago. Bul the influenee of feminism is still strung 1 Britain,
Feminist journals ke Spare 886 and Owteride have 4 wide
circulation. Worren's campaigns continue o cmerge that
attract peess agention. There art now more women in
parltament than ever befure, and 21 are Labour women whi
have alveady called a conlerence on rape. At the base of the
Labour Partv and the teace winims 11 i3 possible to debare
aned advance fenumist campaigns, Banles gver women's
represemiatinn surface annually atLabour Party conference.
Battered women's cenires rxast inmany arcas of the coaniny,

(rver the lase year, perbips as a hy-product of the boost
soctitlist feminists eocetved from the emergence of black
fermimism and Women Againse Pir Closures, we luve wil-
nessed a rebuli ol some of the simplisde notions of populist
feminism. In her book, dv the future fomale? Lynnc Scgal ree-
penises that a4 more conservalive feminism has gained
gronnd iduring the Thatcher vears, This clanms e women ‘a2
separate sprecial knvwledge, emotinn, sexualive, thought and
moratity”, prrang masculinty amd femminity agamst cach
ither

Sewal rejects the binlogical, psvihological and social
celebration of women's difference, pointng oot ity similan-
tics with a traditional vicw ol Temenine power. This dorcs not
correspond to the realiny af women's Bves, aor does it focus
their energies on changing the world around them. Tostead
she argues thot we should work mwards a fumre that rejects
‘most of the social distinctions we dresw between women and
men', reminding us that this was the ongioasl aom ool the
!T'IU':,ET'TTI '\‘r'”"l'l,"‘ll"‘i LA RO ol T ol

I'tns pohtical counter-olfensive by socialise teminists is
welcome, iF a lidle late in comung, The problem s thar it is
pitehied very imuch at the level of lterary debate. The lack of
involvement of this liver of wanmen in mass deton inigalives
— like Greenham and the demonstratinns of Wormen Against
PitClosures — makes it unlikely that samy voung women will
know thsclebale even exisis.

Socialist femanists criticise themselves for academicism
hut fail to do anvthing about i, Lell currents hostile to the
women s omeonvement such as Mifttasd, e Revolutonary
Commumst Party (ROP) and the Soctahst Waorkers Parry
|5WF arc attracting voung wimen who may otherwise have

jeined the women's movement — but educating them against

ferninisan. Al Greenham, for exiample, busloads of SWP men
arrived autside Newhury court to chant slogans to (ry and
drown out the women's peace mivemeni.

‘The problem in Britain is not a lack of willingness on the
part of the mass of women to fight back against the Tories, as
the exampie of the miness” wives and Greenham show. The
kev problem is the failure of the traditional socialise feminist
lavers to respond quickly 1o these movements, whatever
problems they reveal, and develop a strategy o intervene to
counter the influence of currents hostile w ferninism or those
wha are ultimately hostile 1o class struggle methods @
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What lies at the end of the

‘rainbow’ ?

What atntude should socialists have towards Jesse
Jackson and the ‘rainbow coalition’? In Socialist Outlook

no. b David Grant argued against the politics of the ‘lesser evil’. Here MIKE MARQUSEE takes up

the dehare,

GRANT'S ARTICLE includes some crrors
of fact and, in my opinion, analysis,
The vs communist party has never
been ‘inside the Demdcratic Party’.
Apart from backing Roosevell in 1944,
the ciriSa has either stood its own can-
didates for president or backed various
third parey initianves, such as the Pro-
gressive Party in 1948 and 1952, whose

object was W win  workers  and
‘progressive forces’  away  from  the
Democrats,

The netion that the Democrars weulid
even aifew the CF inside their party s
rizsible.

The Democratic Socialists of America
(D5a) did not support US imperialisn in
Korea or Vietnam — for the simple
reason that it did not come into being
untl the early 1980

Bath organisations have at vanous
tmes endorsed arttempts to influence the
Demovratic Party from the left. But
neither showed any enthusiasm  for
Jackson during his first tile a
nomination in 1984

I kold no briel for cither the cpuss or
the DSa. Bur these crrors of face are
symptomaric of a fault in Grane's ap
proach and his undersianding of 1he
Democratic Party and the primary
syslem,

The Democratic Parly would not pre
tend to have a democraiic sructure, g
has no members, branches or dues; =
national committes is more or less solf-
perpetuating; its clected representatives
are under no obligation to adhere to par-
ty poelicy — which hardly exisis

The conduct of the big quadrennial
OOMINALing  Conventions the
Labenir Party's annual bash look like an
exercise in soviet democracy

The primaries are run by individual
state governments, Lo the
Demoeriatic primary in mos| states you
arc merely required to ‘register’ ds A
Demoerar when you place voursell an
the electoral roll, In some stares vou can
vote in-either Democratic or Republican
primaries

The intricate mysteries of delegace
seleviion make it pussible to score heavi-
Iy in the popular vote in the primaries
and still end up a big loser at the conven-
tion — as hap;=ed o Jackson in 1954

thie
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26 and will happen again in 1988

I '

The primary system is a wonderful
asyet for the US ruling class: a winnow-
ing process disguised as an exercise in
popular democracy, That process has
now produced the kind of choice the us
bourgeoisic dreams abourt Dukakis ver-
sus Bush — no choice ar all.

Paradoxically, precisely hecause of
the anomalous characer of  the
primaries, it sometimes backfires, The
classic. example 1x New Hampshire,
1968, Mars opposition to the Viemam
war was expressed noa big vote for
Eugene Macarthy: within weeks Lyn-
don Johnson withdrew from the race,
Frur vears later, George MeGovern,
runmng on & clear anti-war platform
fand not much elze) deelsively defcarcd
dll camers in primarics across the coun-
tey ancl won the nomination, Of course,
Democratic bosses ok flight
helped ensure a Nixon victory 1w the
RLLTLIINLL.

These ure historical facts. They are
ot tanidgmount too AN Argument in
favour of entering the Demueradc Party
or in favour of either of these
candidacics,

The Jackson candidacy s different
from previous candidacies (including
Macarthy and McCovern) because it is
sel-eonsciously part of & process o
building & mass opposinonal movement
— what s called the ‘rminbow

amil

s

movement’

Jackson himself has made rhis clear,
s have Ron Daniels, the executive
director of the ‘rainbow movement’
and ether prominent ‘rainlow’ activisis

3f course there are Gtheor, poweriul
volces in the Jackson carng, notbly
black perry bourgeois politicians, for
whom the campaign 14 a mere bargain
ing ceunter in the battle wosecure per-
sonal  advancement in & Dukakis
administralion

The closar we move 1o the conven-
tion, the more intense the debate within
the Jackson carmnp will become, Already
black marxist Manning Marable has
called vin [ackson to declare publicly the
necessity of  breaking with  the
Democrats 1o establish 2 new, mass-
based, lell-wing movemen

Muarxists arc perfectly entitled 1o re-
Ject Marable's strateiry, thaugh for this
rejection to carry weight it must be ac-

companicd by 8 convineing aliernative
— not just formalistic assertions thar ‘we
must build an independent workers'
pariy,

Jackson's  histomic breakthrough in
winning white working class voters: his
ability o win near total support in the
Bluck community by offering hope of
social change; his ability 1o unite black
and white workess behind a radical pro-
gramme =how us the possibilities larene
in the U5 working class.

O disurmament, central Americs,
the middle east, cducation, women’s
rights; lesbian and way nghts, health
carc, AIDS, jobs and above all what he
calls “workers' rights’, Jackson's policies
are far |0 the lefr of his Demoeraric
rivals, They do not amwiint o 4 socialis
progrimme, but Jackson docs repiresen:
a gualitdtive differénce. Nor a profes-
sional  politician, with oo CUTpOrate
banirodl or media accoptabilicy, he of-
fers the provmise — or threast — of ppria
found socal change.

i rannot sce how Duvid Grang can
assert that the Jackson candidagy has
demobilised those i strupele, On the
conteary it hax' given them ronrage and
awakened  them 1o their  potential
strength,. The  conradisuons of
jackson’s political character cannor he
dented, but his success — especially his
triurngh in Michigan, based on a rank
and (ile carworkers revolr against the
LAW burecaucracy — necds to be studicd
with care.

The fatlure of union burcaveracies
ang| the Democratce Party 1o challenge
‘reaganomics’, has opened up s space
for the lefi. Jackson has stepiped into thar
space. Revolutionaries say ‘we
abways knew that space was there! B i
is the Jackson vampaign which has
demonsirated s existence (o millions.

The basts for the Jackson campaign
was laid by the struggles of the s left
ovEr many Phat left 15 often
lpcalised, Trugmented and idcologically
heterigeneous to the point of chaos, buat
it has its own strengths and tradinons.
Revolutionary marxists muost make a
greater eflort, not 1o accept uncritically,
bat 1o understand this reality and 10 in-
tervene more effectively @

may

YEUTS
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Jilio Eichor/Hedlas

AAB ORTI O N

New realism or a woman'’s
right to choose?

In the light of the defear of David Alton’s anti-abortion hill, should pro-choice campaigners accept that
there is a general consensus for the proposal to reduce the abortion tme-limit to 24 weeks! Definitely not,

argue GILL LEE and ANN POTTER. Now 1s the time to go on the offensive in support of a woman's
right to choose, under any circumstances and at any point in the pregnancy.

THE DEFEAT of the Alton bill 'in parlia-
menl represents a fragile victory for
womenand theworking class,

It was based en a history of mass
campaigning by the National Aborton
Campaign and on the work of the Fight
Alton's Rill (FAB) campaign. which at-
tempted to lead 4 mass, labour movement-
ortented campaign in defence of the 1967
abwirtion act, organising demonstratons
of up 1o 20,00 people. .

In 1979 the TU¢ called a : E
B0, (H00-ztrong  demonstration
against John Clornie's anti-
aboroon hill, By [98Y, things
had changed. The labour
movement today s dominater
by the idea that yuu canme
stand and fight, and win. New
tealism has been uscd syste-
matically v demohilize the
strugales of the working eliss
in defence of jobs and condi-
tions. The influenee of new
realism has made it extremely

difficult to mobilise the hase o
the unions on a controversial social e
such as aboroon tme-limits,

We should celebrare the first victory of
the women's movement in Lthe face ol the
recent wave of attacks on 'ﬂ-'“l”t'“Id I-igh'l::.
But we should alse be prepared w cont-
rint ile new sitdation opened up by Al-
ton’ s unsucoessiol il Parocularly worry-
ing is the assertion of the new realises thae
there 18 a general conscnsus: around a
ame-limitof 24 weeks.

Even erstwhile champions of 4 woman's
right to choose have found themselves
putting their name o amendments which
waould bower the time-limit b 24 weeks,
Labwur MP Joan Ruddoeck hay called for a
parhamentary commities to consider the
issuc of abortion and thereby come up
with & 24 week limit

Twenty-four weeks 15 seen as an ade-
guate comproamise by those defeatists whao
fear repeated outright battles bevween the
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bigois and those who favour choice: hatr-
les in which they will not be allowed o sit
on the fence,

Oine of the arguments vsed is that such
a compromise is based on the sciemifically
I_'l+_'!_i!;‘('1'i\'t wlea of “walaliny’s that b, the
stage at which a foetus becomes able to be
kept alive outside the woman's body.

Viahility” is a fake debate. The cortent
law already allows, theaugh the infani Life

A campaigner lays @ carnation ouiside St. Thomas haspital
ot a FAB rally before the second reading of Alton’s bill

preservaton act, for a limicar 28 weeks or
viahility. At present, doctors make their
judgement on the basis ol viahility

A M week bill would T the decision out
of the hands of docturs — ene reason why
many doctorsarcopposcd toa change.

Purting the tme-limit nato the law al-
lows it to e contnually lowered as sizenice
sdvances — a reope for the continual
reduction of the time-limit.

The move o hink viahility with women's
aburtion nghis is exiremely dangerous,
implying that mmmediately a foctus is
therretically capable of living indcpen-
dently of s mother, she loses all righes
over hier own Ticedy

The whole issue of abortion needs to be
liftedd out of cniminal law. Women must
have an unconditional right o choose,
under any arcumslances, atany point in
the pregoancy,

I'he increasing aceeptance, by the pro-

choice movement, of the vialiliny argu-
ment oecurs 4t the very time that feetal
‘rights’ are again up for discussion, this
ome m the form ol legislagon w be moro-
duced 1n the pext parlamentary session
cpncerning the Warnock report, This re-
port proposes an cnd o expeniments or
foctuses alter foureeen days — thus impli-
citly advocating legal rights for foetuses
The conncction is obvious.

The next step m the cam-
[raign has w be 10 force the
labwrar moverment oo a clear
position of support for & wo-
man's right o choose, 'L'his 1s
necessary both to prepare for
possible Tuture atiacks from
the anti-aboriionists amd o
ward off the danger 6f new
realiZt compromises;

There has already been
BT {i.l;ri'l,l‘_-‘_-ii)'l'l DYET 'r'-l:lrl| I]i‘."
pro-cholce movement's we-
tucle would be toa ll gnvang
ahortion oo demand up w12
weeks, but including o reduc-
ton b the tine-limit o 24 weeks.

Women musi rejeci any such argument
which aceepts that abortiin is a matier for
criminal law, The woman concerned in
any sltuation is the best 1o decide whether
or ot Lo continmee with a preghancy.

We must abso repect any argument that
divides women, saving thal the rights of a
few women to lste abortions should be
sagriliced to the needs of many women
wha need early ones. Anv reduction of the
tme-limit will lead o pressure for further
reductions and restriciens,

I'he victory conference of FAB took up a
numiber of proposals around an offensive
on the issue ol 24 weeks. One of the most
important was to pul logether a pro-
choice charter which can be used to cam-
paign for a woman's right to choose and 1o
fight against the concessions that the new
in the labour movement scom
willing o make on our behall @

realists
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Poll tax precedents

HTSTOHRY

The collection of poll tax registration forms is currently causing the authorities in Seotland a certain
amonnt of difficulty. In a light-hearted wrip through history CRAIG BINNS argucs that, tor the
‘community charge’ oflicers, the worst is yer 1o come.

MARGARET THATOHER las singled our
Adam Smith as one ol Scotland’s greates
zons. Lt is casy o understand her adimica-
tion for the founder of capitalist economis
theoey. Smith's statement that the fane-
tione ol grvernment = oosecure wealith
and todefend the rich from the poor eould
have been made with the present agdminis-
tration i mind.

In her poll ax proposals, hnwever,
Thaicher leaves her mentor far behind:
not onlviare the rich 1o be protected from
the poor, it is the poor whe are to pay for
this service.

Smith has enportant things tsay abow
taxation, Tn his: Wealth of Nationy he lavs
down tour fiscal principles: equality, cor-
tainty, convenienee and economy

That the community charae is neidier
cinvenien! nor cconomical hardly needs
o be argued. U'o make its callection “cor-
tain” would involve the introducton of a
police state, as T will show trom pire-
cedents in the sorry lstory of poll taxes,

But is it ‘cqual ? lessupporters sav it is;
after all; a milhionaire and the woman wha
scrubs his floor will pay equal amounts.
What could be fairer? However, this is no
what Adam Smith (or anv other sane
person | understands by equality:

“T'he subjects of every state ought 1o con-
trilbute ... in proportion to the revenue
which they respectively enjoy”, he states,

DPuring the Victorian era, which the
prime minister wishesd 10 recreate, Adam
Smuth’s principles were seen as absolutely
fundamental to the theory ol taxation,
T'hey form the core of the relevant entry in
the Encplopacdic Brtanmica's 1888 edition,
which dismisses poll taxes with these lirief
and contcmptuous words:

‘Capitation taxes are chieflly of interest
historically, as illustrated by the poll taxes
levied at various times”,

A hundred vears ago, then, poll taxes
were dismissed as historical curiosities
But, since the prime minister likes 1o rake
throwgh history’s middens w find ideas on
how to run a country, let us do likewise w
see what we find.

The most famous of all poll taxes was
the one which provoked the English pea-
sants’ revolt of 13810 1 was nedt intended
as a normal revenue-raising device, but as
AL CMErgency measure o pay for a war

28 against France,

In 1377 parhament agreed th an emer-
gency levy of 4d per person over fourteen
years oled, The commons insisted that adl
the money so raised was o ro direct to pay
the starving English army in France. Thes
cven pruposed the appointment of special
commussioners to collect i, separste from
the officials who eollected other tazes. bur
this was finally agreed to be Impractic-
able.

Lo 1379, atter further military seibicks,
the government came hack 1o parlisment
lnking fow money and, as an obvicusly
astomished chreomicler informsus:

‘Im this parliament there was granted a
subsidy s0 wonderful [Le amuazing] that
nerone lad everseen or heard of the like™.

‘a hundred years ago poll
taxes were dismissed as
historical curiosities’

It was indecd “wonderful® and | com-
miend 1t to the attention of the chancellon
of the exchequer. T was a graduated podl
tax, bused on social class. Fxamples of

‘Peter the Great had his son
flogged so severely that he
died’

rates inclode: Dakes, £6- 3s-4d; Earls. £4:
Barons, £2; Knighas, £,

Merchants paid 25, |5 or bd depending
on the scale of their operations: Farmers
paid 6s8d. 3skd, 45 or 1s. Evervhody not
included in the list of ranks, over sixteen
years of age, paid 44d, except beggars and
those living solcly by alms.

All this seems much fairer 1than the
communily charge, In any cuse it must be
remembered that it was enacted by parlia-
ment during whar seems to have been one
ol the veeasional bouts of foaming war-
hvsteria which afllice that assembly, Nor
was itintended o be permanent.

What of the sums mvolved? How much
did 4d represent to an unskilled labourer?

In 1551 the king decreed a statute of
labourers. Workers were in such short
supply owing o the black death (i

wages hid nsen sharply. Employvers were
annoyed at this manifestation of market
firces =0 the government decided (o help
them oul with 4 deeree fixing wages art
pre-plague levels,

Roughly speaking, skilled workers were
Bt e recelive prore than aboo 4d or 3d &
oy, ] Babonre s | Voaek [ we assume that
these rates prevalled in 1380 (and the
statute was not particularly suecessful m
keoping wages down) we can eastly cal-
culate thar a skilled worker was being
expecied 1o coninbute a single day’s pay
and & labourer about three days’ pay, Nao
omiy was this tax fairer than the commun-
ity charge, it wasa much lighter burden
i 1]“‘: [l”fll'.

In 13840 the sitzation in France became
worse. Lhe government Deweed parki-
ment for help. The army o France had not
been paid for months, There was rebellion
in Irelund and trouble on the Scotosh
border, A revolution in Flanders hiad dis-
rupted the vital wool trade. French galleys
were raiding English ports.

Apart from rebellion in lreland, the
present povernmen! can offer none of these
excuses. On the contrary, we are twld how
sound and succezsful the econumy s, and
how peacefullv we live under the nuclear
umbrella,

The parbament of 1380 finally agreed
after long and heated debate to grane the
subsidy at the very high rate of 1s per
head, (Three days’ pay for a skilled
wuorker, eighe days® for a labourer.) Bu
the principle of fairess had not been
abandoned, it being decided that. *For the
sum reckoned for cach township the suffi-
cient shall (according to their means) wid
the lesser, providing that the mose wealthy
do ool pay more than 60 groars [one
pound] tor themsebves and their wives and
no onc at all should pay less than one groat
[four penee | for himselfand his wifc,

A modern historian notes that this pro-
vision ‘obviously penalised the inhabi-
1ants nfrn'u}:- tl.lewhips', a feature not only
reproduced in the community charge but
actively desired by the governmeni. In
1580 itz injustice was recognised and
deplored. “The sufficient shall aid the
lesser’ indeed! What a gang of whingeing
wels!

Voting poll taxes into existence is much
casicr than collecting them. “The king's
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Chitord Harper

commissioners ran into mouble migh
away, Faced with demands. for the 1374
tevy bascd on social status, people Tes-
ponded by reversing their normal habit of
pretending to be of higher rank than they
really were, or of claiming distinguishied
ATICESLEY.

In the nexe year things were even worse,
Who was ‘sullicient™ Who was “lesser™!
The collectors” difficulties were increased
biv the urgent and pre-emplory orders they
received: “You are w collect the required
infurmatinn by the means which seem best
to vou®, “Youware 1o seize all those who ace
in oppusition or rebellion and you are (o
krep them safely inour prison.”

The tax collectors obeyved their orders to
the letter. The sufficient did not come to
the aid of the lesser. Do they ever? Ha-
rassed by officials, aroused by a sense of
injustice, the lower dlusses rose in a bloody
rehielbion,

Poll taxes arquired a bad reputation in
government circles as a result of this
salutary cxpericnce. Only wery
tantly, in times of national emergency,
were thev résorted o thercafter.

Such an oceaston arose in 1641 when it
hecame necessary to pay off a Scotish
army which was cccupying the north of
England, The 1641 poll tax was graduated
like that of 1379. In 1688, a vear not
merely of national emergency bul of revo-
lutiom, a (graduated] poll tax was Taised,
Alter 1698 it was dropped and from that
dme on the wded of duch taxcs mouldered
quiethy in the archives uatil 1 was ex-
huned 1w the present government,

Up o now we have considered pall
lExEs (}Til'!f' s |'."'|f|]]l'”'i"|.r'\r' rllff':'!'\lanﬁH_. a5 1
mediaeyval bngland, or as means of social
control. But a tew examples of states using
thiem as permanent and major sources of
reversie an be fund: What are the socimal
effects of such a fiscal pobiey?

B thie end of the third century, politceal
inztability, inflation and civil and foreign
redinced the citizens of the
Rormian empire wsuch o state of despera-
tion that they gave total power tooa bull-
necked general, Diocletian

This soldier saved the empire by runn-
ing it like a military camp. He introduced
a fyrm of taxateon based partly on proper-
ty and partly on a pell tax or ‘capitaltio
flefeia” which was levied onall those who
had livde or no property, But the only
emperor who was daring cnough to im-
pose this on the urban ponr was Galerias,
Dioelerian's successor.

This individual (another seldier) is ere-
dited with persuading Thocletian that the

relug-

wars  had

christians would make a suitable scape-
goal 1o bear the blame for the empire’s ilis.
He is best remembered for his persecution
and his taxes. In 311 AD, after a reign of
three years; he fell ill and, attributing his
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afMicion (probably cancer of the groing to
the vengeance of the christian god, he
reluctantly granted a measure of religious
tileranon, To no avail. He died a few
months later, unlamented by his subjects.

The Boman cmpire’s tax collectors
faced the same problems as were later
batfle those of mediraval England. Peaple
concealed themselves, sold ther property
and moved from place to place. Diocletdan
was only a simple soldier 50 he produced a
sumple solution. Evervbody must stay pul
Pepsants were hound for life 1o the Tarms
they worked on. Artisans were bound o
their trades, and their children after them.
In this way originated the serfdom and
oste system of European frudalism.

I peasant bondage began in the Roman
empire, 1t enjoved & late flowening in the

The peasants’ revolt of 1381: the year
of the last ottempt to lavy a poll tax

Russian empire dunng the cighteenth and
mnetetith centunes. The cause of tus
bondage, and the means by which it was
perpetuated, was a poll tax, introduced by
Peter the Great in the 1720s, With wypical
Russian religinsity it was relerred o as a
moul tax’, and Peter’s contemporanies,
even those friendly to him, regarded it
witliflismay

“The soul is something intangible and
incomprehensible and hasno price’, one of
them wrote, “Prices should be fixed only
on tangible goods™. 1t was this writer who
invented the term “soul-destroving' (o des-
cribe the offects of the tax,

Asscesment and collection of ths impo-
sition were accompanied by the violence
and repression inseparable from capin-
tion. Souls were ‘salled away'. Even the
holy synod was foreed to threaten recalei-

trant clergymen who concealed taxpayers
with ‘merciless corporal punishment to be
followed with foreed labiur, even in cases
of old agc’, We also learn of ‘severc
decrees, tarture and eonfiscations, to get
the rusty administeaticin machinery into
BT TvRN

Huow did Perer's fiscal system work?
Betore that ome there were varinus legal
rategorics of peasants, some more [ree
than others, who paid varioos taxes, and a
minorily class of slaves, whio did not, Peter
created & mew unitary sysiemn of absolue
bondage for all peasants. Previously
ernployers or masters, landowners now
Liecame slave-owners. They were respon-
silble [or collecting the soul ax amd o
cnable them w do this, all megh of move-
ment was removed from the peazanory.
They were bound to the land. and their
owners were given otal power over (hem.
Peter mirgduced this svstem i order o
pay for this wirs against Sweden without
hiaving ro borrow moncy

His popularity mav be judeed from the
Fget 1lial when his son confeséed 440 sin
that he wished his Father’s death, the
pricst replicd reassunngly that cverybody
else did too. Peter later had his son flogeed
s severely that he died.

Oine ol his biographers remarks that the
damage donc by his taxes would hardly
have been paid for cvenif he had con-
gquersd five Swedens. Nonetheless, ihe
slave-owning landlords acquired a vested
mterest in maintaining the poll tax, and it
comtinued unchanged unul 1861, They
were later annihilated by a vengelu] pea-
SANITY

This sort of response 1o unjust taxation
is by nn means pecubar o Russia. The
French revolution was provoked by res-
enement at the fact that the ruling classes
were not paying their tair sharc of tax, Ltis
pit e level of taxadinn bure its percenved
unfairness which causes the troulile,

Ihe duty on tea which ignited the
American revolution was, at 3d a pound,
an shsobetely trivial impesinon. Bue the
Amencans rebelled agamst 0 because
they had not voted it on themselves. "No
taxation without representation,” The
Sevus are equally caotitled to adopt this
slogan, for the community charge was
imposcd upon them againse the wishes of
the majority of their represenmanves in
parliament,

Mow that the Enghsh Tories. who
imposed it upon Scotland withouwr a mur-
mur, are being asked to intlict 1t on their
own constituents, they are much fess en-
thusiastic. It can be predicted with confi-
dence thar their enthusiasm will wane still
further when attempts are made to collect
il.

Thal, we learn from history, s when the
real trouble alwavs starts @
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"WORKERS OF THE world unite!” Thay
theme of intcrmational working olass we-
tionand solidariry s found throsghout the
main marxist texts. The Communist Mani-
Jfests, written by Marx and Engels in 1847-
48, is still probabily the most popular of all
marxist literatare, with its ringing decla-
ration that:

"T'he working men {sic) have no country
oo I praportion as the exploitation of
eneindividual by another1s put an end to,
the exploitanon of one naton by another
will ulso be putanend o’

T'he capitalist system has intermationas
lised prodocton, bringing cvery nation
iter ity sphere ofactivity, creating a world
preductive system, The world sconomy —
and roday’s world-wide multinational cor-
porations — dominate national markets,

Thig undtex thie intercsts of the bour-
genisie inlernationally, so thae the varinus
struggles by the working class in dilferent
countries also affecr all eapialist coun-
trics. U'nomaintam therr system of interna-
vonal exploilation and oppression, the
capitalisis prganise polincally aran inter-
wational level through militany and econ-
mic athances (such as AT amd 1he FEC)
andl imervene o destadilise governments
ard artack movements which they see as a
chiallenge. .

Im 15m

Lexin descnbed the capitalism since the
turne of the 3th century as ‘imperialism!',
which he summed up as ‘the highest stage
of capitalism” — an epoch of wars, criscs
and revodutions, On (he level of ccone-
miy, imperialism is characterised by the
domination of monopolics, the develup-
ment of fmance capital. and a tendency 1o
stagnation, {zone was the perod in which
capitalism had praved a dynamic role of
developing the means of production: now
the capitalist system of production for
profit had become an abstacle to further
developmeni,

Theimpenialist powers sought th escape
frum this and increase profits by expand-
ing into new fields of invesiment through
colonial and ex-colonial ‘countries and
wones ol influence,

Bosa Luxemburg idennfied two fea-
tures of this capitalist erisis — militansm
and protectionism. Indeed war has heen
an indispensible feature of capitalist deve-
lopment

® a5 a4 means of sirugele for delence of

‘natiunal” interests in compedrion
agdinstrival national capitalises;

@ s a profiable method of placement fur
capital;

0@ an instrument of class domination

T HEORY
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Internationalism
and the working class

over the working class insitle the imipe-
rialist countrics.

[z twer world wars, contending impe-
rialisy powers tried to modify the distribu-
tion of territory, world markeis and zones
if influence v their own favour, These
were wars for new [ields of investiment,
wars Tor sourees of Taw materials, cheap
labeur vr potentinl markets — but the
maotives of the capitalisis were coreainly
not defence of democracy or opposition 1
fasciam.

‘when the war broke out in
1914 most parties of the
International capitulated
before the wave of
chauvinism’

Racism

PHROTECTTONISM was used a1 (irst to buld
up large-seale industry. Onee established,
anfl barriers served only o0 push up
production costs and restrict (e, so
were abandoned. Today, social democra-
tic-reformists, allicd with weaker sections
of capitalists in flagging industries, pro-
pose import controls inoa chauvinist
defence of ‘our’ jobs at the expensc of
workers overscas.

Meanwhile capitalism imports lahour
o encourage mobility and foster raciam
insice the working class. Huge migradons
of labour have occurred since the induas-
trial revolution. Capitalists count on the
passivity and lower wage expectations of
‘imported” labour, and on differences in
customs and traditions compared with the
‘indigenons’ working  class, hoping this
will hold back the development of real
class solidarity and uiity,

The working class can strugple cffect-
ively tn free Di=ell only of it rejects the
racist, chawvinistic and senopholie pre-
padices which help divide it This bs essen-
ttal to the building of the internatonal
class struggle.

Internationalism

WORKING CLASs internationalism iz
based on the interdependence of natonal
cconiomies in the world economy, Under
capitalism the working class has time and
again been compelled o seek unity on an
international level or suffer defedr in even
clementary sirugeles with the capitalisi
class (4 current example is the P&O fermy
sitike],

Uhe employers explon the natonal dif-
terenoes amaong the workers: inothe face of
working class militancy the capilalist
vlasses ol difterent couniries, while
remaining rivals, are quick 1o vombing
defeat thelr eomimon envmy, the working
tlass,

Yer there Is a material base o working
cluss uniey: whatever coumtry it may inha-
bit. the working class —or proletarial —is
an exploited, propertvless olass, which
does not own significant wealth or the
meins of production, and 15 forced wosell
s labour power in order o live.

Based on this understanding, Marx
helped fuund the International Working
Men's Associariun, the First Interna-
donal, in 1864, Tis aims were o weld the
wirrking class into a huge, militant foree to
fight for retorms and overthrow the rule of
the bourgenizie. However conditions were
oot vipe forat then, and 1t never became a
T SS OTEH MISAT00.

The growth of the working class m the
1B80s provided a marerial basis for cons-
tructing a new interpational Jeadership.
Influenced by Engels, the guiding theory
of the Second Imtermatonal (formed in
1B89) was mardism, and this ume the
International won the allegianee of many
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ss pParties:

1t fought o educate and mobilise the
working ¢lass aguinst the theeal of war,
Weorkers of all countries were reminded
that they had common nterests and
should stay out of raling class quarrels
over the dhstrbution of profit soatched
trom the workers and colonised peoples of
the world, LUnfortunately such rhetoric
was not cnough o protect the Second
Tuternatinnal — cspecally s mass parties,
which had begun to sucocumb to parlia-
mentanst illasions from bureducrali
degencration. When war hirokeantin 14914
minst of the national parties of the Interna-
tiomal capitulated before the wave of chau-
vinpsen unleashed by the bourgeotsie.

Each social democranc parly under
pressure of an act pal war lined up behind
the wat cttort of ity "own’ capitalist class,
The chauvinisoc collapse into natonal
defence of the imperialist “Fatherland’
spelled the end o ant-militarist and
socialist propuaganda.

The search tor reforms within capital-
wm bad led from secial democracy
sorial patnoism, dragooniong workers into
the ranks of the bosses! armed forees along
with acceptance of worsened living stan-
ilitrels and working conditions for workers
aned @ fresh boostin profits for the capiral-
{0 WaArmongrers,

Oinly o handful of revolutonary social-
it rejected  this social patnodsm and
remained faithiul o proletarian mterna-
vonalism, refusing o take upoeommon
canse with their own beurgemsie — among
them Luxemburg, Tiebknecht, Lrastky,
MacLean and Lenin, the key figure of the
internationolis left.

Lenin lused his analvsis on |he certain-
ty that the war would intensify all of the
contradicdons of the imperialist svsiem
and open up the pessibility of a large-seale
revdutionary trsts. While be appuosed the
capitalist war effort, he wias no pacifist,
and ngorously distnguished borween the
armed smrugele of the opperessor amd the
appreased

There isan imer-imperialist war, With
that wir we have nothing wido. But there
are also wars of natonal uprising by
oppressed nationalities. The Trish upris-
g 15 100 per cent jusified. Even if Ger-
man imperialism tries o profic fem i,
even il leaders of the nadonal movemien
hnk up with Germaen submarines. this
does not change the just nature of the Trish
war of inddependence against British impe-
nializm.*

Lenin®s analysis laid the hasis for 1he
Bolshevik Party line during Workd War I,
and this in turn was vindicated by the
1917 Russian revolution and the imme-
diate post-war upheavals, The Bolshevik
viClory gave enormous impetus to the
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revidutiomary wing of the working class
intermatondlly and led 1o the creaton of a
new, revolutionary Third (communise)
Intcrnational in opposition w the discre-
dited Second Internanonal.

*Socialism in one country’

UnNDER LENIN, revilutionaries — now pro-

‘claiming themsclves communists — were

educated in a principled rejection of the
tehea of frational defence’ ar ‘defence ol the
Fatherland” in the mmpenalist couniries,
However from the mid- 19205 onwards the
burcaucranc degeneration of the Hussian
revolution under Stalin was marked alsa
by a retreat on internationalism.

The stalinist leadership, breaking from
Marxs methods, held thar ‘sodalism’
could be built on the basis of a single
natinnal srate — even one as econormically
backward as Russia.

In pursuit of this goal, the Third Luter-
national was transformed by Stalin
increasinghy into an instrument of [reign
policy for the Kremlin rather than a revo-
lutionary leadesship for the internadonal
working cluss,

The task it allorted to the communis
parncs was oot to struggle directly Tor
power Tl 1o help pressunse the world
bmrgesivie against military inervencon
wimed @t the Sovier Linjon. 'This led m
various zig-zags of policy, leading 10 the
theory of the popular fronl — an alliance
between commumst partes and “pro-
gressive’, anb-fascst bourgeon parties
which brought disaster o the Spanish
revolution in the late 1930s.

Permanent revolution

TREFISKY S TIHEORY of permanent revislu-
ton, derived from Mard's swalvais of the
1848 revolutions, was argued as a direct
opposition to the stalinist steziegy of
bullding socialism i one counlry, misisi-
g that!

"The soeidist revelupon begins on the
national arena; it untolds in the inerna-
vonal arena, and 18 completed in the
worlid arena’

Those whi upheld Trotsky's approach
seress the underlying unmity of the wirld's
working class, bur reeognise thal the spec-
ihe tasks facone the workers in the ad-
vanced capitalist countries, the opressed
and cvolonised countries: of the “third
world', and 1n the stalinist states can only
be resolved if the working class seizes
power, while the creation of a classless
sotlist wwiety can be reabised omoonoa
world scile.

International solidarity

IN EACH COUNTRY, the working chiss and
revolutionary marxists have the task of
supporung revolutions happening  clse-

where, while actively prepadng 1o muke a
revoluton in their ‘own’ country, ‘1o
abandon the first 1ask 0 the name of the

‘aeennd 13 o dbandon the banner of prole-

tarizn internationAlism, to felreal o na-
ponal commuanism,

International working class support is
powertul wol in & workers' state’s defence
against imperialism. Supporting the deve-
lopments of the world revolution helps
hireak the imolation of 3 workers” state and
cupniers the trn:lr.m'}' towards bureaucra-
tsation.

Internatiinal solidarity with the Cuban
and Viemamese revolutions wers material
tactors in delcanng Us impenalism and
ensuring their vietory amd survival. The
insistenee by Fidel Cuastro and other
leaders that the Cuban revelution was
only the first step towards the liberation of
Lann Amecrca underlined their belief in
the international chacacier of the revalu-
timary strogele and ran counter to the
traditional lines of stalinism and reform-
1511,

The call w ‘create: two, three, many
Vietnams' found o real resonance. In
Miurch 1968 2 million people marched in
Lurope in solidarity with the Viemamese
revoluton: in West Berlin they carmied
portraiis of Luxembuorg and Tiebkneche,

The struggles ol the working class in
anv one country must never be subordi-
narcd to some supposcd “hicher' buleresi:
for revolunonares and marsises there 45
no contrathicuon in supporang both the
Sandinistas i Nicaragua and Solidarnose
iy Foland

The Fourth International

IITTY YEARS ago this vear Trostky fought
1o rebuidd the internatonal movemend
whose revalutionary spirilt had been
crashed by stalinism. A new, Fourth In-
terpational was formed, rallving the

amnarity forces of prodetarian mernatons

alisen around a transiional programme
based on the sarly methods and texts of
Lenin's Communist Internatonal.

This current has remained a focal point
ol internationalist ever sinee, combatting
stabimism and social demporacy, and off-
cring & marxist lunner to the workers
movement. Among the basic principles
reasserted was that “An uncompromising
disclosure of the roots of race prejudice
andall forms and shaedes of national arro-
ganece and chammamsm, particularly anti-
semnitism, should become part of the daily
wurk of all sections of the Fouth Interna-
tivnal, as the mostr important part of the
struggle against imperialism and war.
Our basic slogan remains: Workers of the
world unie!” @

STEPHANIE GRANT




‘Warpne Edpingion

JANE WELLS
Jushin L3 Crttis
wirnesman Press, LS50 (£5.00
1o LHE affiliares/readers, L350
foor bulk orders of W or more)

he Tieline,

Cromtace Loodon: Health

Emergency, sy dln

Foad, Losglon Wi

A1 1THE HETGHT of the
healthworkers' action last
Fehrimry, when nurses seemed
e ke takinng s toany slrike voles
as there wers broadeas) nows
bulleting, the Timer ran a story
aitder rthe headline “Lefi-wingers
accnsed of driving the nurses 1o

serke’ |Caccused”, i must be

sandd, weredy Ly Lie Firies

Ulie asticle concered i e
min one John Taster his
palitical career, Wa job with
Tendon Tealth Emergenoy:, ani
hi
Juurmal The huge, spontansoos
arned
wibier seetions of healthworkers —
was deliberarsly ignired. There

wrtiten for th

militancy ol the nurses

was, argued the Times in the hrese
tradhinom ol wacky cinspirary
theuries; o happy band of lar-left
actvists beswvering dway elnnd
the-seenes of industrial unrest i
thie M — wirh Tisrer himanif
feeding the angels’ disconoene
itk an ever-expanding network
of srmilke actiom

Well, he's ar it agam

(ot
impressive roend-up — i the

ng the Lifeling 15 an

LHE s typically racy style— ol
the sty ol current crises
Lacing thi M08, teeether witl a
colleetion of shart arncles by
oy T0 experts, workersand
campaigners in the ficld, o fill
ot the detail. and to give some
first-hand acoounts.

b prubslicaios s well Hmed.
Wil o Jull in the periodivatly
fugh-profile campaigns
condurted by the leaders of the
labur mavement (and usually
lase=minute sfforts, latching onte
amed attemping iy contain the

real struggles, ae thath, wath anly

*burmog weel® relays, o "fun’
day of action, and the possibilivy
of only a foroy minue (1) ioken
strike tocbe called by the health
unton leaders toomark the
fortieth anmversary o July, the
day-we-day fghe by WHE workers
antd servive WsEms gues A

Cutling the Lifelfne, [ocuses and
hughliphts the important iasues
o be addressed by those

campaigning for the 815 and

32 brimgs together some of the

Murses damonstrate on 5 March 1988

Defending the NHS

lepdine avtoars,

The Grst section ol the ik,
wrirren by Laster, sots the sgene
with an intrad s cian o the
Itistory i the NHS 21 &
breitkneck pace which keeps up
your anterest ang keeps moall che

impeaktant facts amd analvsis

Seven chapriors chart e
develnpment of tedayv’s xHs
friim the concessioms madeat 15
estublishment in che 19405 hv
thye Lalwior mwvernment 4o the
ill-puwerlul vonzaliants wnd
privany medicine, Heousl
unger-resourcing ancd cuts ol
Tory wnd Labowr); the
TUMETIE Me-Oraanisations, and,
under Tharcher, the suppression
ol the Black-reporr (whaeh linked
pooe heatth o poverry); the
niplenentann of Sainahry
supremd Sir Buy (roflith’s
"hnsinesd plan’ or the NHS; the
blarant stulliog ol Gealih
anrhoritics and boords wake
trusted Torics, to the
newlv-respectable radical righi's
stated aim of whallv dismanrling
Ui BHS as 4 Lax- funded service
dvailible woall, and free at the
nnte of use

Lo wlyos Tecerrds the efferms nn
thic lives of Use Giled by the

NIIE wianen (and especially
lack women) ds butls workers
end users of the service: ilie
eiderly, pnd those sullering
mental illnrss,

Lizter then gnea an o
dovurment some of the smizgezies
wl the many thousands ol low
paid bealth workers, whi, sinoe
rhe siventies, have laghil e
drcent pay and for o decem
servire; rersriding too, th
campaigning hinks forgee with
workers in other mdustries, with
patrengs, and with focal kealth
griovias condelned witly delence
of the SHS And, 1t mgst be
noted (as1s recorded by the final
nok, Tlave

contrthucor tn the b
Shirlds, in an mstructive arficle
teany- ol them won.

Exactly bow toowin now,
faucing as resolute an adverssan
Ax Thuicher, s 20 argend
problem for bealth campaigners
and, contrally, for healilworkers
arnd ther leaders,

Cutting the Lifeline autlivics
somg strategies for defending the
health service, 11 adwvpeaces a
health |'||'_|]i|". wlnch would
provide a democratic und secure
financial fonndation oe a
reapunEive health scevice,
possibile even wirhin the

constraints of a camiralisi
cecguamy. | whilse poinring 1o 5
mge tiseouhesing secialise
approach ;. Lo alse addresses rhe
problem of o,

wulth service

trads anton mavement wluch s
divided by prifessianal
jesdousies, by compennon for

i imlaors, and weakened by
mearhe ten weines of Loy dtlacks
which:-havedircetly fut key
sectimns of the %15 warkforce
and the cire gt mmade undion
et lrership and militaney, the
ancilliey workers, van wage and
win Ut light,

The evormure pew realist
health anion léaderstips buve
cymienlly ranslaed a real
experence of weaknrss and foar
‘ran’t fight

it the defeaizsm of
| I'hesy sl

— Wl |.'_
rother go alowe with the Timer
freds wndder e Lhospival beds
seare than admit e o real

chamge of mood — romilizcy
iy staring them tn rhe faoe
Diespie thus, health service
workirs continue us srringgle

A, plheiv lovadly, contimue 1w

narrh T s nota
This back, unlike

urforrunazely) most ol i

healthwirckers" eorreny tsade

£ VICLOTIes.

utriony feaders, reengnises the

il impurtanee of thase
struggles, "Whalever tachics are
employed, there 15 no deube thag
the iminn role bs cenral, and the
bomger thas fight i delaved, Lhe
warrse the cemditions Lo winiing
will become. Tlealthwor kers
must Like vare that their proper
conceri fur the immediate
well-eing ol wday's patienrs
s not bocome o wreapon nsed
to prevent them tuking indusmial
AUTHIN B PTOECC Loatustuw's
bealth service for wsall’, warns
Lister.

It is o ribiate 1o the vision and
dotermuativn of thomsands of
healthworkers sid campagnees

thar their sliugples, many
recarded In thus book, have heen
sustaimerd and in many cases
wion agamnsr vasl odds: And the
evidence — from the pages ol Lhis
Bissk, Frosm the sestimony of s
conitributors,and from the
action tuken by campasgmers
around thie country — 35 rhar the
Timer-and lts [riends cannot
afford o rost easy under the
illusion thar the strugle w
detend the wH= i3 all o woiskyist
canspiracy. There are thousands
more out there roady 1oorake up
the fzhie @
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Politics, sex and sexual politics

STEPHEN SMITH

i wlueh the
eweer Are slowly

IETE COTRIMIMATE v

sed e,
The concerns of tie film are

protonma endu

palitics, sex
sexual plities, the politces ol
liamman desire. The mannet in

i Lthese themes are dezle

wi
it i Bsautdully iromie and
vie Lo, Lasthifially

work on which

Wik

eproiuces: e
the filmw s based, the prose ol
Mlilan Kundern

But litst, an asde, Comrade
Jetf Sawtetl 19 4 il reviewer fou
the Momeng $lar, Comrade Jeff
reviewed tus Hhm and found 1
‘prlitically réactionary”, The film

conrEng a narcitly, "crude

ant-communnism’ and 1o cap i
ull, *éymcal veferenees 1o
nusmsm’

Coprade Jell medicates o

i othus

it Has been Iet onse

tocorrupl tie unsuspecting

filmm-going letariad: "Could it
b anyrhing o
ally combartting the

sive af

willy

.IJ FLIk

sucoessiul off
glosawst perestrmikal miises
Clomnesde | e

A3 yuu have probabily
gartheved by now, the film isa
Qe SEVAET

Weh

stalimism
Jell, straig
filni schoul of falsificar

thank for wivine the ga

I'he filin deitls with thie final

Nowering of 1l

Prague 5pri
ity brutal crishiog wnd the
afterimath

Mg

The stoury 15 woven around the
personal lives-and the sexusl

damce of three conted

characters: Tomas, o typical

Tereza, gauche, reprossed.
drpendent; and Sahin
antirhes

A, 1l

erorhy bt
wrvly self-possesséd, as studied o
pracitoner of “erot

[ricndships’ as Tomas.

I'he ultra-smooth Tomas s a
successful brain surpecn. Tomas
state is ‘the Hehiness
of being”, no permuanent

artachaner
fife of grutic pleasure and sexal
comedy

Saluna, an artist
from the wave of Py

Ty COTTIILI N ES, A

mrefernisu, 5 engaged inoa
suttahly moder

sl
with Tomas, amiwmgst orhers
The bulanee is upet with the
ratrance ol Tereea, Her
ermational needs the 'heaviness’
of hier DCINE, prove
umacerntably iressstible to
Lo

whn — el

i his o

iberbarsan ende — il

marey ber

LIRS L

niis, however, 35 unwilliong

T

bz series of
[mendships”, wid; as &
consequenee, T i forced
sinec and ortured
enistence, unahle oo accepl

liwe

Tomas” ratiomahzations abowt
thr arpacaton of love and sex
Ihe interyvention of Bussian
anks forces tie thres th flec o
Urepeva. Tefore lomgr, howerver
T
politically repressed cownury ol
her birth, suating thiat shie
belorgs i ‘the connery of Ue

ul"Tomas and LTerezu taking part

fie the spenfancaus but

content ar last driving alon

country lane, Fici mrweorahly

thwiirds o whire capunse in the

diggice

ats drawn back tw the

e, this 15 omic AT Tnt IC pPreviomns:sociic we have

heem wmtoemed of their”

impending deaths by Sabina. Lo
tee Fochanting music of £
cumpeser Janacek, we w,
and witness fhie Mol ahsurdiag

1 this adapration transcends

arons wl meapor lirerary

[..Il'-'-’lﬁ Clivijses Wy SUrrenlet wirks are nol very cRrrman, bl

et that the fitm

will oot sotfer-hy agns

T A nsons vardi
The film ends with & Jyrocal

lus comforrable exile existence in thiere is nooqucs

arder tn be with her Ity ol the hves of Tomas and
Adler a “serions’ allair with o

Gentevan academic, Sabing

by Crltics. Teorcea theseene plaved out
ut the slichrest hint of
— witl pir vesigned
koowledge of the lishmess of

being @

resrate et of the central jntent
film, Teoanas of Kunidora's mewar
v r-"ll'l-:|;-_l\.||

g rEles 0 Americg

Ty the end of
and Tercew sre i
i bviclimisation o rerrear
Lo i ruane faen exastence o the

L1 - " .}
DAHICMILATE 4 l'||r||_|'|.3]I:Jl'_ wihrne

Lrasiendr buman existence.

We see Timas apel Lereza

they svenrally lind o measure of
tringuiliny
e sequence fig

1 s par
i partcular remtaims i Lhe
memiory, We see Tereza working
avethe i lusnd 1o che fickds,
whilsr in the d

ALECE W ST
stmfing Tonriis
"

aprpach drving

UL

o e two wer

OROT, W 30T

thirouarh therr
et transfrming intu the hern

m Erac]y

raralinist

and hceoine o
sociahat-realist monf, a
beautdully abserved parody of
thieir CRplEnce,

he dramitic centrepiece of
the filin in terms of speciache is
the tnvasion of Prague. A
Felyg-like mix of dechive ibran,
Alm, intercut with crowd sccnes
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Which model of socilisn__l?_:

OLIVER MACDONALD

Abel Aganhegyan, The challeng::
ecomamacs of perestroika
Hutchinson, £8.55.

THIS IS BY far the best guide v
available in English to the
eeonomic dimension of the
current Soviel leadership’s drive
for perestroifa.

Aganbepyan writes clearly,
vigorously and, within the limits
of what is a manilesto, very
frankly. His book can form the
basis for seriuus discussion
amnng socialists hire attempting
tn make sense of avad evaluale
Eeonoinic pererfroika.

Lt is impertant o bear in
mind thar withm what might he
called the Gorbachev coalition
there s not one single
comception of the desired
ccenomic srrategy and ultimare
aim and the variewy of views is
even wider i the Gebd of tactics
and rempa of economic reform.
But for the last three years, the
views of Aganbegyan and s
Novoslhirgk schonl of economists
have been the domunant
wfluence wpon Gorbachev
himself and his immediate circle
of ardvisers,

Trvy much of the discussion on
the lefi here over these ssues
either assumes that the mos:
extreme marketisers (called
‘mopctariss’ in the Sovier
Union) represent the ‘real’
programme of Gorbachey or that
once market indicatory are
intrisduced, an iron logic of the
markel leads ‘inevitably” o the
conclusions of the monetarists

The very extensive east
European experience of degrees
of marketisation shows thar this
is far from being the case

What ir true is that the
introduction of market indicitors
decentralises dedisions about
economic allocations and leads
Lo [ncreased social differentianon
within the working population
by comparison with the
formal-legal {as opposed o
parallel-murket and cormpt
network realities) egalitananism
of centralizsed command
planmiig

Aganhegyan's platforin i 3

34 wholesale assault upon the

S

traditional stalimist svstem of
economic management, which
he describes as administranyve,
and & gall fur ‘cconomic’
methiods of management, by
which he means the use of
market indicalors of

performance by state cnterprisos,

along withi the development of
coraperatives and individual
COTETPITIZCS.

We should be guite frank in
acknowledging that when we
face a choice between those mwe
syatems, commandise ceneralised
planning of exchanges hetween
producers and conswmers 18 mot
in principle in any way supericr
tr the use ol markel indiciators

Merther Lenan nor Tromsky
ever gave the slightess indication
ulter 1921 thar they would havie
supported Stalin's
adrmistrative regimentation of
rormomic relations as-being in
any way superior 10 NEP. Those
in the Soviet Union whi ars
currently elaiming thar Stalin
[sllowed Trongky m 1929 nver
ecoopomic policy are either
trnarant fools s {ar as Soviel
history 15 cancerned, or liars,

Some on the lelt beee, on the
other hand, argue that today,
unlike in the 19205, the VS8R has
a highly advanced economy, has
freed iself from the
contradictions of backwardness
that made NEP nocessary m the
| 920 and conasquently an
adaption of market indicalors is
a retreat from ddvanced, more
socialist positions

This 1s simply oot the case.
The fact is that the commandist
swstem has for decades operated
not anly alongside, hur toa
comsideralle extent Perough a
very large marken a parallel

Furthermuore, the measure of
how advanced the sovict
econmy is in this debate must
b a refative one: the sirength of
the Sovier ceonomy vis-a-vis Lhe
waorld capitalise market, And
here it remains pitably weak,
and conseguently subject o
enormously strong mareniel
pressure,

As Trotsky argued, the
Bukhann-5talin faneasy of
mvertaking rhe west and reaching
advanced soctalism o isalated,
aularkic development would
feaed W an impasse, And as he
alwo arpued, the more advanced]
such an jsolated economy is, e
mnare aoure its dilficaliies would
he.

None of this means that
planning has failed. With an
open public lile and democrmatic
accountability the Soviel
cormmandist planning system
would indeed bave worked very
much beter. And nosoriahise
ecopomic policy of any sort ean
ahandon strategic planning.
Troskv's argument in the 1920s
wis precisely o combine plan
and market with the voluntary
development of co-operative
forms of ownership alongside the
state and mdwidual-familty
RO,

o the current deep crisis of
the Sovier sconoemy, there is no
viahle alternative tn o policy of
thiis kind. O the othier hand,
just as the commandist plan hias
great costs attached w i, so docs
the market, These costs nf
marketization are not adequately
faced by Aganbogyan.

They include the inevitable
growth of social imegualities,
threats of poverty lor sections of

the population, the domination
ol the consumer by producer
cartels, speed-up and erosion of
righes at work, the dangers of
powerful centrifugal pressure
thanks to the aeormpanyving
Upemg up W weslern capital,
new forins of corruption asa
resnltof this, the emergenee of &
ew “trd hourgemsie’ as workers
in Polund called those whio made
a kifling in the increasingly
murkelsed Poland of the 1970

The effects of this kind of
marketisanon and opening m
wrstern capital in Poland in the
19505 led 13 berment and revolt
amaong e working class 1o the
big factories, especially the
workersin the Polish copamunist
party, 2 revalt rhat-eventually
erupted in the form of
Solidarnose.

Aganbegvan believes that wiih
workers' sell-manngement and
sreater political freedoms,
together with a large strengthing
of the lovels of provision in sorizl
services, that kind of egalitanan
revolt can be avoided., Yer the
results af the selection of
delegutes w the June party
comference show that the
industrial workera have not vet
swWHng s acton in a decisiye
way tn destroy the hold of the
Ligachev wing of the parmy
leadership oo the big plants.
Fhey haven't muved because
they remiin suspicious of
peréitraikd,

The answer tir this erisis of the
Sovier reform movement 15 for
the refirmers to genuinely take
the Soviel working class mto
their conlidence: o open the
books to the workers, expladn 1o
them the seape of the erisis, the
need for ansterity, the way rhat
austerty will involve the
deatruction of the privileges of
the hureaucracy, as Yelsin has
demanded, and then put the
packuge of measores w the
demaocratic vote of work-place
delegates.

This is the answer which
irorskyisrs should argue for 2
somalist, democratic way
fprward; not a defence of
stalinist commandist planning
againsl the miroduerion of
co-operatives and market
indicarors @
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‘They do not love your neck,
unnoosed and straight’

TRACY DOYLE

T Maorrisan, Befoesd, Charen
& Windus, L11.95

‘EVERVEODY ENEW whiat she
woirs called bud nobiod v anyw lere
knew ber name, Thseemembered
and unacconunted for, she carnor
b lnat hecanae no-one 1= lnoking
Belived

ot Muorrison, brilliant
author ol The Hhert Eve, T
Huoly, Somp of Salowan ancl Sula
has weltten & heannful and
complex new novel; an fmes
mnre paerry than prose, with a
depth nf imagination st bus
the piower to cirry vou Uieougl
30U gragres without o panse.

Sel i porth America in the
miel- [HU0s, Az slavery comrs
undecr arrack from the

forr her

ahalitamses, Heloped desoribes
the :\rTUI{glr Lo escape ul'a
warmar called Sethe s
strugzle for frecdont s only just
beptnng as she takes hor
chileleen and fiees the snuarh
Sick, bearen, fert taw and
swnllen: Serhe givey bareh e her
fomerh chidd, Denver, 1na boas
cripssing the Clhiap nver, driwinge
ont the strength wod spivit thae
clinrsctense many of Toni
Morrsen's herolnes.

Fdeel it Taor usall aur Tp
fill then it was the only thing |
did on my owre Fach and every
oneof my bahies and e w1
Inrthed them amd 1 ot thim vl
aandd 1L wiisn'l moeaceident ol
was wne-dowe i, e sayving G
i aned Mo,
head, Trwasa kind of selhshress

M USINE MY 0wn

I never knew nothing about
beloyre.”

Bul the freedim ol the mirth
firtle mon b o iflusion.
Faced with the threcat of
recapture, Sethe can see only
upe senctusry-dor her chibdren,
I shie thought iy hing i was
Nov W Mo Mo No No No o she
just flew and callreted rvery bin
of life she had made, all the
parts of hee that were precious
and fine and heandful, and
carned, pushed, dragred them
theougeh thie veil, Gar, Rway, oviel
there where no-one coald hure
them ..

While the horrnes he faced
drove hee hushand insane, Setbic
chosses deatlyas the only plare
of safery for hier firsr haby
danghter, a daughter whose
nam 15 the nne word oo her
tombwstine “Helived'. Yel
Beloved retarns (o cladm leer ife
and ber motlier, For Sethe there
is nescape but to exorcise the
past and turm her Aghromes
anger bark rowards the sl
thripst upon her Tife.

Building laver upun laver,
Lleandiny past and preseut, (e
LGy Inowves o0 inexorably
Murrison's rechnigue 15 10 hand
v, o acize and miver v while

she plunges vion inm pain and
fioseroir; ondy o hold and it vou,
L shiow you how Sethie stands
[rrm snud Liphls. *As ke reader
vidn can ke comfort in knowing
whatover 1t 15 has already
happerned ooy dom't have w
bee o frigheened. You're going
tir [indaue aboor 1] bat s pot
g bo be a by serprise, oven
el 30 reg i e s lul. Toomras
bt viow but b dor’t want o pull
the rug ool from wnder yom,
writes Marrizan elsewhere ahaut
hier wnrk .

Manv black writers, male and
fermale, have written Lo celebmile
black survival, 'om Morrson,
anl etbeer black wumen writers
suclh s Neoeake Shange, have
given thelr armcanon o a sproiio
andl disrinet aspeer of this
tradition — following the tears
anrd hattles of thase who Lall

Like Pecola in The Bluesf Eve
dned Suls iothie povel of the
sime e, Setl 50 woman
whio 15 cast down o0 onleast,
having killed her own child she
miww Taces rotrihition as rhat
child rerorns o haunr ker like
and home Oner her hoose was a
happy place, full of visttors dod
Iriends, Mow vz cold and
conply and e very Doors and
bisarcls will shake and shudder
as the ghost vents childish anger
and [rustration

When the ghost appears
lwrman form, tee girl Belove
succeeds in capruring the heart
of Denver, Seth?s surviving
daughrer ancl all that remaine
lier uf the famiby: she tred 5o
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-
| somteday somehody "l
srand wpoand tatk alwoin me
Saad v e sl v —
Bluck wend leauinful —
Ak Aim alionn rime
A pa o plays abwses e
T reckorn 'l b

e sy
Wes, 011 beomie

armgreison oy Nt

Lommeecial f ®eatre!

hatrd to free. Lo beshown the
dark i Sellw’s past is nor 16
judge her or sec ber as a vicmm
Bt o lerrn hioa we ourselves
tan learn o fight, To doing this
Seche s required to ackmsvledpe
the source of her pan, w
reconclle berseld o We posults of
Lier wwn qetions and then o turn
hiee cnceay o shaking horaclf
free, Frec of the rant of slavery,
and free of thre ghost thar haunis
her.

Finallv Sethe comes 1o ind
sell-conlidence and
sell-olfirmanuin, wiejoloo in
hereell as no-ane clae will, beass
of abl thmse wlin dean e,
destroverd b busband, caused
thie death. of hier child. Sethe
ramms 1o heed the words of e
rrrtbver-an-law: ‘i thos bere
prlivce, we Uesli flesh that weeps
Lvughis: Hesh that divnces on hare
oot e grass, Lowe it Toveoar
hard . Yonder thev do ner Toye
vimir flesh they despase, They
don'r love vour eves, they just ag
g prick them oot Mo muore do
they lwe your back: Y ouder
they Iy b And O my peaple,
oul vonder, hear me, they do net
loye vaur meck unnonsed and
straight”

fetured 153 heannful and
mwing hnok. FPollowing o
struggle by hlack witers, Heloved
Pecame the Orst movel by a hlack
suthior W win i major literary
prize in the USA when it was
pwarded the equivalent of the
Bonker Prive this vear. Long
mirpinalised and sitenced by
sawicty, in ther wnting black
wamen provide a powerful faous
fur réclidming and resistance
thar holds a thinsand messages
for s all, but which 1s uniguely

threirs @

"Well it's a
grand old

play to go
fo...’

The Clelrir Story” Wildrar
Iheatre Company, Pavilion
Lhieatre, (rlasgow,

THECEL I STORY i5 4 new
departune for Wildeat Formed
m the late sevienties &3 a

R

cimpany, they've devared

brrakaway from the

themselve: previodsly w
pungent ot poliucl
CORIRETATY T Con e iy
evrnts Hke the mmers” sinike or

the Micarzznan revalition,

Achigh guality of writing,
avting and mustcianstap have
wssired tein o owide sudience
for showes putan oiaedy
community centrez and wellare
cliuba thraiighour Arotlanid

I'his piece by conmrase wis
prowduced o mark the cententary
ot the fintbati club londed by a
prraest i Lrllisgow s casl encd
et ol baving reédcnt Lnsi
TMIETRN TS B iT5 main ST
Spomanrahin by Celie carricd =
patential vetoonm material, hotin
the event aathor/directoes Dave
Mobiennan and Bavid Aoderson
prevnloged an accepialle shom
that's vow plaviog wphily 1
ekl honsss:

Viere'sacprubiem b
A dsual Wildeal are
AETFACHTE many peaple prw o
I rheatres Celne supporters
rinhs throughout Seotfand are
making block bokings aed
runoing i Wl U
rapariiy ol the audwnee wanrs,

himaryen

thiereloee, 14 a cidogy 1norhe
cluls s acmievemenrs, like the first
Faropeas cup win for 2 Britsh
chiboin 1967, Indeed the bippest
rhest dwails Ui smcrgence of
ve of L present iopm frm a
gignt birthday cabe ar theend of
the shiw

Fwrnts i the history Gl the
thab are Joosely woven ardnnd
the story of o ey ol ate
ninelecnil centary (mIgrants
whosr grancfarher s alsg just
11K,

Cine of the best moments =
when the latter (playce by Thave
MeLennan| leaps toohis feel and
near thrortles his grandson, The
hay has hern making racist
vomrnenits AUoul Mark Wallers
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the hlack Rangers plaver whose
debut in an ‘uld [rm” game was
marked by o deluge of bananas
thrawn onra the pitch by Gelic
supparters. That, he savs, 8
ruactly the way us “paddies’
were (reited T vears apo!

A thie Swry uf the club
unfilds so docs thar of the
rwentieth century with its wirs
and reonnmic depressinns —
members of the familvgn away
v Lighat and die wr are our of
wirk for vears But the elub goes
mm.

It's the women relarions il
have the best lines hieee abour
Uie perinstlessness of their men's
Blind Fanatical support
especially when it combines with
theapparent acreptance of war
and recessinn. Their sentimeuts
are overwhelmed, hmwever, by
Ut continuing tale of Celoc's
triutnplis,

The cenvditions sumounding
this praduction made it
impeasathle o do s politiead job
thiat would -have wnld the
relevant truths about the cinb;
theat Celtic were an important
product of tw wneeentks
cratury iz tion aed played
& key partin giving an identily
ti-a discrmmated-againsy
munority. That Celoie have neyer
s the same sedtarian
creeploviment policies ds Rangers
— Konny Tialglizh, Dapme
MeGrain and Jork Stem are o
few recent non-carhalic
emplovess. And thar in the Lae
wentierh cenury Celne's;
suceess depentds, hswever, on
maintaining a religious bigutry
rhar, in the words of Ball
Murray, author of a recent book
i the nld firm, ‘has heen the
sparve ol the success of the pag
clulss. 10 has briwght them the
best playvers m Scotland. the
mosE suppoerierd and
cunsequentlythe biggést profie’.

Clae ol the saddest sighis o be
seon s i amass o voung Gelric
supporiess al une end of the
ground wavieg tricolours and
singing tepublican sougps
confrimting, at the orher end, the
unibn jacks and the omies of ‘pod
save the gueen”

And s truc, Consciousness 15
a lirtle different ar each cud
we'd ger more money for a sirike
at the Grloc snd, and the fasois
AN anempis b el o loothodd
' Scotland wmclude lealleing
Ringers supporicrs

L pan the direceors” box,

howewer, the biilders, Uie
witrage vwners, the bookics and
rhe priesis and minasrers ae
laughing all e way 1w the bank
Todo a play cxposing e real
wature of the old firm woold
have been mare 10 the Wildeae
traditise. Meanmme go and sew
The Celric Story’ — W anly fin
Terry Neason's magnificent
singing — andd support Partick
Thisile! @

TONY SOUTHALL

L] L]
Mai Si!
Aluin Krivine & Daniel Bensatd
Mii %1 La Bréche, 1988, (This
honk. s ondy avatlable in French
Availalale fmam La Beiche, 2 rue
Bichard Tenaie, 93108
Montremil-Sous-Bois, France.
73FF plus prstage, |

THE FREDOMINANT media
imnags ol May "6 15 of
evEr-rNcrgelic students runmng
riot while waiting te gradudle

and e ups Analystsof the real

sipuiflivance of the eveng of thar
voar is hard tn find.

Mui 57 15 an fxceprion.
Beginming with & cool analvsis of
the significance and potentisl of
the general srrike of May 1908 in
France this hook leaves
memines of perasnal
tsuberance well alone

Krivine gud Bengaid, bot
leading memless of e Ligus
Communiste Revalutionnae
then anrd LALELL P s Gl Lt
Lhere were berwern six and ninc
meillion workers on arike in
|95, conmpared with thres
il iy fag 1936 (wd Lhe tme ol
the Popular Fronl) and
two-anid-a~hal [ mdllion a the
peak of the widespread simbes of
1947

Tt wes without doube the
Biggest strike 0 the history of
the Frevch lubour movemnent.
But veal sellorpanisation vn the

part-of strikers was pelalively
rare and the negotiatons al
Grenelle which eventually coded
the strike brooght Tittle of
historic sipuificance.

Prwer vacuum perhaps there
sk 0onn, cven when de Gaulle
slipped off to Baden Baden on 29
May. Bul for a reginie
dependent oo dght conrrad of
almeust all aspects of Fremeh Ntk
exireine governmential confusion
at the enc of May indicated

sers mjury, [T Ganlle
withdrew frim oflice the
fillawing year aller beine
defrated Inoa plebdsoitelike
relerendum. |

O the guestoon of wherher
there wirs @ revolutomary
simarion in May, Kovine and
Benzaid give an enmnently
senstble answer)you cannot talk
of a sltuation being ‘ahjecrively
revolutioniry”™ but lacking the
‘suhjective” clement | the party),
becanse the two are
wddissciahle,

Mut s2his actually more about
the Bar left and politiczl events
since 1468 than about the evenes
themscives, Bul the authors deal
with sa mrch that il feads in
pirts ke & whisrle-stap towr of
the 1970s and 1%0s; on your
Ieft, Nicaragua, terrorism; on
your right, Alghanisian,
Francos Mitterraed, and 50 on

The mose lasting averall
Imipression from the boek i= the
aifficuliy ol being u
revolunionary socialist in Frunve
Liacday

Cheer the past twenty vears
many rmer revelunonarics
have been sucked into an ever
rightward: mwving Socialise
Parry bocsuse i, al feast, séemed
kely one day 1o govern, I nol
lulfil the hopes of May 1968

The communist pariy’s
popularity has declined (roo 22
per cenl of the vore m [958 w7
Pt cenl e PSR And marsism
amemg intellectuals is decidedby
omr-of fashion. But Med sl indr
altempt tooobhjeetively bt
critically analvse May ancl s
legacy | plavea small part
bl pieng o pndersiand the past
and therefore understand how to
carry an the strupele in the
future @

MICK HEWLETT

Bookends

THESOVIET bureaucracy
appears Increasingly woen
berween ‘capitalist’ reforms and
centralised jmertia, This problem
is ol mew. Tt brser the
bureaucracy’s hisoorical
predecessors, the tsanst
alttocracy. Tris shockingly
apparent 1o the visitor to the
Boviet Ulmiom (forget Spain and
g there!l) how the same nld
Flructores reasseried their
presence In the bureaucratising

backwash figm 1917, Newly
republished, Perer Kropotkin's
Memirs o) a revglutionior [Contury
TTarchinson, £6.9%) sheds lighr
an the options ansme from the
previnis erisis of the sncen regime
brought abowt by Taar
Alexander 11's attemprs 10
reform fom abuve
® Bcmember the MOVE
incident of May 19857 The
MOV E comunune — & groug of
radiral black communes —
tccupied a fortified Loose n-a
‘respectable’ part of black
Philadeliphia. Ar dawn on 14
May 1985, the Philadelphia
police, acting un arders of black
mayor Nelson Guode, began
their assault. The attack
culminated ar 5:23pm when a
basgre improvised homb was
dropped lrom a police helicopuer
oo the roof ol the MOVE
huilding. It demolished the
hesuse and started a fire which
destroyed 61 more howses in the
stroet, Eloven MOVE ‘members’,
ain adults aiud live children,
were kalled in te bombing: Only

e adult and s thirleen:
vearald sumdved. Aftention,

Move! Thagor Americal by Margo
Harry (Bammer Press, £5.95) f2a
detpiled wecount of the MOVE
hombing and the subsequent
mmial of the only adult surivor,
Ramona MAfrica, for agpravated
assault on palice officers dand
resisbing arrest! Afrer conducting
her owa defence she was fond
guilty and senvenced o up
SEVET) Vears U prison.

@ Onro high thear. A
rolleenion of Claus Offc's sssays
Diisarganised capitaliom —
comlemporary franyfirmations of otk
and politics (Tasil Blackaeell,
LH.Y57 1s Just ont Ofe"s work
dovetads with rhe fdeas of
post-Althusseran ‘structural
funcrionalist” marsists like
Liepictz and lellow Germans,
Hirsch and Essen, and their
allemprs-1o colsiruct a new
abstract ideal pype’ of
‘poal-Fordizm', As expected it's
fairly indigesdble fare, Some of
the phenomena he addresses,
however, notably mereased
differentiativn wnd ceavages in
the labour market, ure in urgent
need of examination from a
revolutiveary standprint. For
this reason 1 suggest al least
somie of vou give thiga iy,
espectally the first casay “The
potisical eoonomy. ol the lahour
market” @
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Wall Street

HELEN
MACDONALD

Wall Sreeet, A il direcred by
CHaver Srone

WIHEN '‘WALL STREET fies
ope el therd was muan h movise
ahinr rhis exposure ol stock
excharmare dirty dealing
Lnhabntants ol e stockbroker
et couded e Lcarel on erlevisinn

and iAo chther di ST
whale films, or, more alien,

hailing it as a devasianmgly

a1

syl wl i
siraking theer

At i
ity dealines
heads =elem 1l VeT rhe shame
nf i all

I think rhat their Wngoes
st have been lodeed Hrmly o
therr collegive chiecks, 1 this s
Uae st Al paongpedy
.'.i|||l_|i|~_-|| Im-; o nffer ns, |

Clarpe ) puddle of cormapnnm, b
var iveriaee broker really 15 a
rechken that we'll Tive happily Fairly decent chap. Sumehow ths

after all seems o conteadiction mrderies

But s a fairly enjoyvilile way Phe perfrrmanes are gisxd
although hiased sowards the vl
Macteaed Dy

Giokh il the

ol spendine w couple ol howrs al
vaur locsl cinema. Jasr dan’t
rapect anvrhing vaguely political

Lisas Ginrden

— this 15 more of @ maerad wale Fir

REVIEWS

ol tirmes than o critg :
prvac s tions ol b busimessod
insbcler clusling

Wire vo to take this film oo
serionshy von might end up

ghrly confuand — why is
Terenee Stamp infimeely
peelerabile w Michael Doviglas
w st il comics 19 haviag vao
comnpany taken aver by some
FRITpNG enfreprenenT

The general smpression 1= that
Wall Street may bave the odd

Secalist Outlook offers all new subscribers o copy of Alan

Thornett’s new book From Militancy to Morxism for £3.00
offl

SUBSCRIBE!

Annual Subscriptian rate: (10 issues)

* £8.50 for inland subscriptions

* £17.00 for inland multi-reader subscriptions

* £18.00 for overseas airmail subscriptions {US 525.00)

* £54.00 for overseas airmail multi-reader subscriptions [US
575.00)
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phitlosapshy sealks around in g
suttihly malevilenr manner and
poves Uit i you've going tabe
i b bruw it pays o be a weally
biad gy as his sumnewlial nieer
acolvee Charlic Shocn seems

mever tooemeres fran wimpdonn.

tvem in hi= moment of glors
ALartin Sheen s atuck with a
el ul o piset ws the honourable
talken vlass colbboraonst )
trade umion leadon, Lol whas
credit still managed v convine
Apart, that i, from a: hicdeows
biospitak seene where B
Heiphio ineets lugh finanee wirh 5

ey

awing

Lo wobuded b pheasant oo L
alsle o weaee aboaar rhewaimon
Teads, but 1he lm's mam failing
1= thar irappears 1w have
forgerren thar thiy exisc Ax

Weall kpow that
thiew exisl 2= mririends, loose

wonren whd mmsthers.)

peopsle L is,

e ondy woman with any sor
of rale i [dgv] Hannah, the

inteTIOr deedrilur wlin

dalises momakine vour (s
ark like o bailding sie, Bat
Hie she 15 alliwed special

sipniticinee as helonging o buth
Caokhio and Cliarlis Sheen ane

way ot another, aud being a sorr
iif =ah-

v thiele puweEr
serugele. Yuk.

Dhiis il 15 probably aore
whout men and thewr arruggles
with Lol pewer and cach other
than il asabeul high finance. As
when Giekbo savs 1o Charle ar
pme eant "7 gave v your
manhiood’. And that lolks 1s
whiat it all abour @

Mame ...

A dress e . s
Post Coda. oot civtnn . LT FT TP IPRLTe
Subscription tostart from issue number .. e e

T Yes, | want o capy of From Miltancy to Maorxism ot the specially
discounted rate and enclose o chegue for £15.45 for the book and my

.

one yeor subseripfion
| enclose a cheque for £
Secalist Qutloak,

far o one year subscription o

Maoke oll cheques poyoble to Socialist Qutiook
Please return te Socialist Outiook, PO Bex 705,

London, SW19 THA

Saak otur andy appae in inand sdbecrnen




AUTUMN 1988
A monthly Socialist

MORE TOPICAL. More detailed
analysis. Sharper. A clearer
line of policy. Morc debates,
more polemics. These are
among our objectives in
mowving fowarnds a monthly
Socalivt Cuilook this aurumn
We think we have produced
a varced and intercsting
mAgazine $o far; our growing
base of readers and supporters
shows we have been doing
pretey welll But we know we
could do better; a monthly
would mean much mare than
simply twire 4s many issues a

VeEr.

MNow we have raised the cash
aned puchased new desk op
publishing technology, we arc
determined to use it to
improve the magazine in many
WaEYE,

When we launched Socalicd
(hutlsok & vear ago, we knew
the limmitations of the
bi-menthly schedule. Events
move much faster than we can
COVECT t]'IIZ'Trl; CVED DRHr muost
up-to-date articles snon appear
dated. Articles needed w he

“wrilten in-a refalively
‘tineless” srvle 1o last almost
three manths from
commissioming to the cod of
the magarine’s sales hife

Char alnhity to pressnt
detailed analysis of current
struggles hias alsi been
restocted, and because of this,
there has been little scope 1o
argue for more than the most
general points of tachcs and
padicy,

Debates wid discussions
have also suffered from the
time-lag botweon issacs, as
have polemical articles
crncising the politics of other
currenls, and even a proper
leriers prajr

We aim o change this;: The
new monthly will noc only be
more frequent, but the gap
hetween writing and
publicarion dare will be
redioced. Phere will e soope
alter sume articles almost up to
the point of going 1o press.

We aum to produce a
magazine that is punchier,
with more, shorter arucles,
more comment and criticism,

B,

™

Outlook!

and more policies argued our
[t walldie & more active,
combative magaeine, still
aimed at that section of the
hard left that sces the necessin
of"a real fight for new
leadership throughout the
trade urisn ard Tabous
movement, but also recognises
the importance of building the
campaigns and struggles of the
oppressed — women, black
people, leshians and gay men,

e

Daniel Bensald addresses the Sodalist Outioo

and youth.

We think yvou will like it.

We wall uze the summer
period to prepare these
changes: =0 this will be the last
izsue until the relaunched
monthly Soeialioe Outlosk hits
the streets atthe end of
September,

You can help! We need as
much support as we can get
® Send a donation: we are
launching a new appeal fund,

- o

Valerie Coultas, Michasl Farrell

this time a | 2-maomnth appeal
for £20,000 wwards a new
office where we can produce
the magazne. Alrcady over
£1,700 has been donated by
supporicmattending the
successful GE-Meally a1 the
end of May: We urge all
readers o send us a donation —
large or not so large — towards
Lhis target.

@ Tikesome copies 1o sell:
the wew monthly will need
cxtra sellers, al pnion and
Labour Party meetings,
demos, conferences; e, Why
ot take A fow copies o sell in
your workplace or local
campaigns? Contact Secialist
Outlosd o your lowal sellers:to
arrange delivery.

@ Nlake sure vour local
howkshop stocks the montlly
Setaled Chatlosk — and ask your
libsrary ur oeder it

@ Send os urticles, revicws,
vour local news cuitings,
leaflets, photos, carunms —
anything o help us Lok our
coverage 1o the strugples and
debates in your arca, Write to
our letiers page — or just scond
us comanents or ideas for
artcles vou would like 1osec in
the now monthly.

® s pour magazine: with
vuur help we can make
better! ‘

k '68-"8B rally, seated (| to r): Tarig Ali,

wBuibipg audogy,




