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'Dullsville
'on sea

| Mostofthetime John, Smith's first
| Labour Party conference was
extraordinarily dull. Deiegates
were carefully allocated to spe-

| cific seats to make sure the chair
| didn't accidentally call a delegate

who might guestion the lack of
opposition to the Tories.

Labour leaders were able to steer
through a new policy-making frame-
work intended to reduce the import-
ance of conference. They also won
an important victory on rejecting calls
for a referendum on Maastricht, with
the active connivance of the trade
union bureaucrats. How many frade
union members were asked their
views on Maastricht isn’t known.

Dennis Skinner lost his place on
the nationai executive, while appall-
ing duo Gordon Brown and Tony
Blair were elected. At least yuppie
lawyer Blair knows who to thank: he
was seen shaking hands with every
available journalist muttering: ‘Thank
you, thank you. | would never have

made it without your help'.
Fringe
enefits

Some life was still to be found on

the fringes.

The Campaign Against the Witch-
hunt atiracted over 100 delegates,
while more than 400 listened to Tony
Benn, Audrey Wise, Dennis Skinner
and others at the successful Cam-
paign Group rally.

Large numbers attended anti-
Maastricht meetings while the Jus-
ice for Mineworkers fringe meeting
overflowed into the corridors. Large
numbers of delegates also supported
the People’s march for jobs rally
when it arrived in Blackpool.

The right were undoubtedly able
to maintain their grip but there is at
least some signs of a willingness to
fight back. Campaign Group spea-
kers stressed the need to start build-
ing local groups to organise a fight

| both inside and outside the party.
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Here we re-print
extracts from
DENNIS
SKINNER'S speech
to the Socialist
Campaign Group of
MPs fringe meeting
at the Labour Party

Conference this year.

WHEN THEY got the
dockers out of jail at
Pentonville we knew we
were changing the very
nature of government.

That was an Act of Parlia-
ment and it was stopped by the
people, by millions of trade
unionists up and down the
country. There was something
in the air.

That’'s why we gotthe victory
for the miners’ strike in ‘72 and
the next one in '74.

No wonder that me, and
people like me, were thrust into
these positions [on the NEC] be-
cause we were part of that cam-
paign and we were justlucky to
be able to get there. You win the
real battles on the streets.

How did we beat the Poll
Tax? Some of us foughtlike hell
against the Poll Tax in Parlia-
ment but we all knew that if it
were going to be stopped it
were going to be stopped on the
streets and it were going to be

gtopped by those 14 million
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people who broke the law.

On the Gulf we never
thought we were wrong. We
walked into that lobby know-
ing that we were right. And it
was the same in the Falklands
war.

The German public sector
workers did a great job last year
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Labour Party Report

e’re the ones
| fight

Skinner

when they fought their bosses
to a stand-still and got 7 per
cent. [ don’t think they’d got the
‘Social Chapter’ —it'd not quite
got to “em ‘ad it? They had to
fight for it.

Irefuse toaccept that theonly
way in which this Labour Party
can get Socialism is by going
and knocking on Helmut
Kohl’s door and at the German
Bundesbank and saying “de-
liver it for us free!” It can’t be
done.

Anyway, I heard John Smith
today. Why is he not saying, as
he should be saying, that “the
Tories are in a mess, they’re on
the ropes, they're fighting like
Kilkenny cats, we're going to
vote against them when we go
back to Parliament on October
19th and I declare, here and
now, that if they put the Maas-
tricht Treaty before Parliament
we're going torun them into the
ground”. That’s what he should
have said.

The growth of the ‘50s, 60’s
and 70’s isn’t there any more.
Capitalism’s in a real old mess.
I can visualise right throughout
the "90s, or the greater part of it,
mass unemployment and neo-
fascist parties mushrooming up
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all over. That'll be
the battle-ground.

No, I don’t feel
down. The Cam-
paign Group’s in
business and it’s the
onlyone that can put
socialism back on
the agenda.

We’'re the only
ones that are going
to call for stopping
the witch-hunt,
we're the only ones

that’ll call for realis-
ticeconomic policies
against Maastricht
and the Exchange Rate Mechan-
ism.

We're the only ones that are
saying quite clearly “no pacts
with the Liberals and all therest
of those tin-pot little armies in
Parliament”.

We call for troops out of
Northern Ireland.

We're the only ones that are
saying clearly “no to propor-
tional representation”.

We're the only ones that are
calling for the maintenance of
universal benefits.

We're the only ones that are
calling for the defence of the
links with the trade unions and
the repeal of those laws.

We're the only ones saying
the leadership contest should
go back to 5%.

We're the only ones that are
going to fight the anti-racialist
battle, we're the only ones
saying that you've got to cut
defence expenditure.

We'll deliver those votes in
Parliament but we shall always

ow we're doing it against a

ackcloth of people fighting
outside at every level and we
shall be there to join ‘em.
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Good in
places

Although the leadership |

was clearly in charge they
didn’t get things totally
theirown way. Onestuntin
particular misfired.

A resolution on pensions
was deliberatly timed to cut
short the debate on trade
union links.

Conference showed their
contempt for thismoveby vot-
ing for the pensions resolution
(against the advice of the
NEC) and then going on to
support Composite 9.

This called for continuing
input from the unions into
every level of the Labour
Party, including selecting
MPs.

It's a serious set-back for
Smith and Coin their attempts
to distance themselves from
the trade unions.

Scargill

Conference came to life
with a fiery speech by Arthur
Scargill denouncing coal pri-
vatisation and thereply for the
NEC by Dennis Skinner.

Delegatesfinallyarose from
their slumbers and gave both
a standing ovation. To rub salt
in to the wound they also
loudly booed Bill Jordan as he
tried to interrupt Scargill.

This mood continued when
delegates yet again defeated
the NEC by continuing to sup-
port reductions in defence
spending.

The NEC had tried to in-
fluence the debate by cyni-
cally scheduling a resolution
opposing job losses at Swan
Hunter ship-yards on Ty-
neside — a result of Tory
defence cuts — immediately
after the moving of the resolu-
tion calling for cuts in defence
spending.
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JOHN MAJOR'’S decision to bring the
Maastricht bill back to the Commons by
the new year represents a desperate
move. The Tories’ European and mon-
etary policies are in shreds; day after day
mass redundancies are announced, fur-
ther wrecking manufacturing industry.

Recession and the collapse of the ERM have
brought about the biggest Tory crisis since the
ejection of Thatcher in 1990. The crisis stems
from the simple fact that to implement the
‘Europeanist’ option of those who removed
Thatcher requires a savage deflationary
course to achieve monetary and ultimately
economic union.

All the traumatic wounds of the Tories’
deepdivisions between ‘Europeanist’ and ‘At-
lanticist” options have been reopened; there is
open talk of bringing back Thatcher.

Panic

The devastation of small businesses and
manufacturing industry is spreading alarm
bordering on panic in Tory ranks. This gov-
ernment is in deep, deep political trouble.
Both Lamont and Major are surviving by the
skin of their teeth.

This should now be the occasion for a
tremendous anti-Tory onslaught from the la-
bour movement. The balance sheet of 13 years
of Tory rule is now so utterly clear that the
Tories themselves hardly bother to deny it.

Disarray, crisis and panic pervade the back
benches. Tory papers openly talk about the
‘biggest defeat for Britain (read: British capi-
talism) since Suez.

If this prime minister and this government
survive it will be in large part because of the
able assistance rendered by John Smith, and
the Labour and trade union leaders. Instead of
putting the boot in they are throwing Major a
lifeline.

Editorial
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Auf Wiedersehen, arriverderci, au revoir??

If Labour now stated openly that it would
votedown the Maastricht bill, and if the popu-
lar demand for a referendum was fought for,
the credibility of the government would
plummet further. With only a small majority
and a substantial number of back benchers
opposing Maastricht, its survival would be at
stake.

If, in addition, the Labour and union leaders
openly called for the government to resign
and for a new election; and if they mounted a
serious campaign against the cascade of re-
dundancies, a new political situation would
be opened. |

Campaigning against redundancies means
not just cracking jokes at conferences or moan-
ing and whining, but organising a fight, de-
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Fight against Maastricht!

Kick out the Tories!

manding worksharing with no loss of pay, the
banning of overtime and occupations and
work-ins to resist redundancies being de-
clared.

The present Tory crisis, and its intracta-
bility, isa product of the whole post-war cycle
of decline of British capitalism. Searching for
a new international orientation in an epoch of
deep recession, the ruling class find that there
is none on offer which implies anything other
than further decline.

Exports

Staying out of Europe when such a high
proportion of exports go there would be dis-
astrous; going with Europe has its own
massive deflationary overheads, as the past
three weeks have shown.

The ‘fault line’ over Europe is as deep in the
modern bourgeoisie as that which divided the
ruling class over free trade and the Corn Laws
in the 19th century.

Socialists are of course totally neutral over
which capitalist option is chosen historically
by the ruling class; we are neither Atlanticists
or capitalist Europeanists. But that does not
mean we are neutral on the EC or Maastricht.
Both the institution and the treaty imply huge
attacks on the working class.

The fact that a ragbag of reactionaries are

also opposed to Maastricht is irrelevant; from
a working class point of view Maastricht is a
class issue. The defeat of the motion at Labour
party conference calling for a referendum was
a blow against any serious campaign to use
this issue to bring down the Tories.
However, this is not the end of the matter.
Labour’s attitude to a parliamentary vote on
the treaty is not finalised. Many Labour and
Tory MPs will vote against the bill. In every
labour movement body the fight to defeat the
Maastricht treaty must be raised anew.

By Paul Clarke
HUNDREDS of thousands of wor-
kers struck on 23 September in Ita-

“lian cities, as the wave of industrial

action against austerity measures

continued.

The austerity package is a direct
result of premier Amato’s preparations
to meet the terms of the Maastricht
treaty. Together with the massive
strike wave in Greece, these are the
first anti-Maastricht strikes.

During the one-day strike 100,000
people marched through Milan and
50,000 demonstrated in Bologna. The
day ended with clashes with the police
in Milan.

A few days later 250,000 pensio-
ners demonstrated against the raising
of the retirement age and restrictions
on state pensions. A one-day strike of
all public sector workers is set for Fri-
day 2 October. Given the size of the
state sector this amounts to an effec-
tive general strike.

Despite the suspension of the lira
from the ERM, Haly intends to plunge
ahead with ratification of the freaty.
This means reducing the huge public
debt, and slashing state expenditure
on welfare and the big ltalian state
industry sector.

Next year it is intended to cut state
expenditure by £41 billion.

A key step has been the abolition of
the scala mobile, the partial sliding

scale of wages which has protected
Italian workers from the worst ravages
of inflation. Pensions will be cuts and
20 million people will lose free health
care; and the retirement age is to be
raised by two years for both men and
women, an unprecedented move in an
advanced capitalist country.

Union bosses signed an agreement
to scrap the scala mobile in July. This
has led to a huge fight in the major
trade union federations, especially the
CGIL, traditionally controlled by the
Communists, and now strongly in-
fluenced by supporters of the ex-Com-
munist PDS (Democratic Left Party).

CGIL leader Bruno Trentin, himself
a PDS supporter, was booed and sub-
ject to a barrage of bottles and rotten
eggs when he tried to speak at the
Milan rally. He escaped with police pro-
tection.

Militants of the left split from the
Communists, the 140,000-strong Party
of Communist Refoundation, have
played a leading role in the campaign
in the defence of the scala mobile and
in the strikes.

The resurgence of workers struggle
in Italy, the biggest mass strikes for 20
years, is the best guarantee against
further political advances by the right-
wing populists in the Lombard League,
who scored heavily in Milan and other
cities in elections earlier this year.
®Mass strikes are planned against
austerity moves in Sweden for 6
October.

The debate on Maastricht has
been fierce on the left, and not
only in Britain. French Trotskyist
organisation Lutte Ouvriere
called for abstention in the ref-
erendum, while the Fl section,
the Ligue Communiste Revol-
utionnaire, campaignedfora‘no’

vote.

With or without Maastricht Eu-
rope remains capitalist - that is ab-
solutely obvious. But the Maastricht
road to European unity is not a mat-
ter of indifference for the working

ITaly rocked by anti-Maastricht strikes

class. Monetary union means
massive deflation and the destruc-
tion of state welfare systems. It
means a huge attack on basic work-
ing class gains.

The strike wave in Greece and
italy is the proot of the pudding.
How can the left be against austerity
measures but neutral or indifferent
to the political measures which give
rise o those austerity measures?

The debate on Maastricht closely
parallels the debate on capitalist
restorationinthe ex-USSRand east-

ern Europe, Austerity and defiation
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there is a direct result of attempts to
restore capitalism and the market
economy.

Many on the left say the restora-
tion of capitalism amounts to a
‘move sideways’ or even historical
progress (!), while at the same time
opposing privatisation and aus-
terity measures.

Such chop logic Is ridiculous.
Maastricht and the restoration of
capitalism in the East represent di-
rect attacks on the working class.
Since when have soclalists been
neutral on such matters?
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Home News

The ‘third period’ of Labour’s council betrayals

‘Dented Shield’

In the middle of a major
NALGO strike, Islington
council leader Margaret
Hodge has announced her
resignation. She has a new
job with, would you believe,
city accountants Price
Waterhouse as an
consultant on local
government!

Nothing could be more sym-
bolic of the utter collapse of the
so-called ‘dented shield’ ap-

proach to countering Tory at-
tacks on local government.
Margaret Hodge has changed
sides — and so have Labour
councils en bloc.

This summer has seen a
swathe of strikes against La-
bour councils as NALGO and
local government unions have
fought back against sackings
and cuts,

In addition to strikes in Is-
lington, Tower Hamlets, Birm-
ingham and Hampshire
county council, major new re-
dundancies have been an-

nounced in Sheffield.
There be no doubt about the
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Hodge hedges

significance of the latest round
of cuts. The Tories’ aim is the
reduction of local government
to a ‘buying in’ agency for pri-
vately provided services.

Since the mid-1980s advent
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Hot air, but no fight against cuts: Islington Council

by Doug Thorpe
Despite the resignation of council
leader Margaret Hodge, there is
no end in sight for Islington
NALGO's fightback against com-
pulsory redundancies.

Some 750 members are already
on strike, and the union is set to bring
another 250 people out if the authority
tries to force non-strikers to cover stri-
kers’ work or co-operate with scabs.
It also seems likely that the computer
section will walk out as compuisory
redundancy notices are issued.

As aresult of the escalation threat,
limited talks have taken place despite

sthe council's public refusal to nego-
tiate.

The dispute is becoming increas-
ingly bitter. Islington is stepping up
the use of agency staff as strike brea-
kers and started sacking strikers on
temporary contracts.

Scabs are being supplied by a

Page4 10 Oct. 1992
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NALGO Islington

Strikers solid

company called CSL, largely owned
by the pension funds of British Rail
and the National Coal Board, which
operates extensively in local govern-
ment.

Itis currently bidding for local gov-
ernment contracts where white coliar

- services are being privatised.

NALGOis calling for aboycottof CSL.

The Islington strike committee has
responded with mass pickets where
agency scabs are being used, which
has led to confrontations with the
police.

Mass picketing has been success-
ful both in raising strikers’ morale and
in intimidating scabs. The council is
threatening to apply for an injunction
against NALGO nationally if numbers
are not reduced.

With Newham NALGO strikers’
forced return to work, the Islington
dispute — now entering its fourth
month - is the largest and most sus-
tained resistance to the Tory assault
on local government.

of rate capping the soft left and
right wing among Labour
councils have argued a simple
case: don’t go for confrontation
with the government which
could lead to disqualification.

-
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Hodge changes sides

Stay in power, duck and
weave, go for ‘creative ac-
countancy’, manoeuvre to
avoid the worst of the cuts.

This approach led directly in
1985-6 to the isolation of Liver-
pool, and Lambeth as the only
two councils which, in the end,
stood out against setting a rate-
capped budget. And of course
it led to the defeat of the anti-
rate capping struggle.

This ‘dented shield’ ap-
proach then underwentanone-
too-subtle change; it became
‘caring cuts’. Labour councils
would be forced to cut back,
but this would be done in such
a fashion to defend the most
needy. This was of course a
complete fantasy.

Now, as exemplified by Is-
lington, we are into a new
‘third period’ of Labour local
government betrayal —the peri-
od of pre-emptive cuts and pri-
vatisation, privatisation in
preparation for expected gov-
ernment legislation.

One of the most

1CIOUsS

aspects of the ideological
change in Labour councils has

been the attempt to set the in-
terests of local government
workers against those of the
local community. This goes
under the name of ‘service de-
livery’, but in reality means ra-
tionalisation and new manage-
ment techniques.

Local government workers
mustdo more with less person-
nel and resources, all in the
name of providing a service to
the poor and needy. Ineffi-
ciency in council services is
nothing to do with cutbacks,
but the fault of those greedy
inefficient council workers.

Where does all this leave
‘muncipal socialism’? It is not
only dead, it has got rigour
mortis. Anti-cuts councillors
are few, isolated and being
witch hunted. Many others
have either dropped out or lur-
ched violently to the right.

Now the defence of local
government, whatever auxil-
liary role might be played by
left councillors, is in the hands
of the local government unions
and the wider labour move-
ment.

-
-
-
-
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Fun and games axe Sheffield jobs

Sheffield’s Labour-controlled city
council is threatening 750 blue col-
|ar redundancies as part of a
£7.25m cuts package, after losing
at least £10.4m thanks to incompe-
tent handling of last year's world

student games.

As one of the city’s largest em-
ployers, the authority has around
27,000 staff. Employees in works,
cleansing and cleaning will bear the
brunt of the sackings.

Areas to be hit include libraries,
council house maintenance and school
clothing grants to hard-up parents,
while some public toilets and a swimm-
ing poot will be closed.

Yet according to a district auditor’s
report leaked to local
Star, key student games decisions
were made without proper financial in-
formation, while councillors failed to
impose their will on officers.

~last week, with the

paper Sheffield

NALGO staged a one day walkout
possibility of further
strike action later. Many members of
other unions refused to cross picket
lines.

Unfortunately, NALGO’s Demo-
cratic Left leadership is calling for wor-
kers to take unpaid leave in order to
finance an early retirement scheme,
effectively a call to fund your own re-
dundancies.

Paul Davidson, senior UCATT ste-

ward in the work’s t, told
Socialist Outlook: ‘All such pay cuts will
do is demoralise people against the
real fightback which is obviously going
to be necessary.’
Currently isolated struggles in local
authorities across Britain have to be
linked up into national action, with
users of council setvices drawn in, he
arqued.

In the middle of the 1985 struggle

against ratecapping, Sheffield — then

led by David Blunkett and branded the
‘Socialist Republic of South Yorkshire'
— ditched its refusal to set a rate and
became a prominent exponent of Kin-
nock’s ‘dented shield’ strategy for local
government.

It borrowed heavily, on a deferred
repayment basis, in the hope of being
baled out by Labour government. Now
the creative accounting chickens have
come home o roost. Next year could
see cuts of up to £40m on some esti-
mates.

Taking on responsibility for funding
community care for the elderly and the
disabled from next April will add to local
government's financial burdens.

Yet plenty of money is available to
save councll jobs. English councils
alone now hold £7,000m in accumu-
lated capital receipts, largely from sold
off council homes, but Tory legislation
means it can only be spent on repaying
debt.
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Manufacturers churn

out jobless future

by Celia Murphy
The dole queues steadily
lengthened throughout
September, with almost
13,000 job losses announced
by major employers in one

two-week period alone.
Among companies shedding

Aerospace
crash sends

workers were some key names
in the crucial manufacturing
sector. These included British
AerosFace, the UK's largest
manufacturing exporter, and
Rolls Royce, where the com-
pany has slashed its workforce
by 57 per cent in just two years.

With almost 108,000 redun-

jobless total

flying

British Aerospace has axed its
tactory in Hatfield, Herts, at a cost
of 2,060 jobs. Some 940 jobs at
two piants in Manchester are also
to go. The company also an-
nounced that much of the work
done at Hatfield would be trans-
ferred to a joint venture in Taiwan.

Knock-on effects of the closure
could see another 3,000 on the dole
in the town. Unemployment is already
9 per cent — up to 17.5 per cent in
some areas.

The latest sackings are in addition
to 3,000 BAe job losses already this
year, with wamings of up to 4,000
more to come. Plants at Kingston in
Surrey and Preston, Lancashire also
face closure.

The stock market knocked 43 per
cent off the value of the company’s
shares as it clocked up pre-tax losses
of £129m. Nevertheless, one BAe
boardroom salary last year reached
£338,000, and sacked chairman Sir
Roland Smith got a £1m pay-off after
he bungled a share issue.

Speculation confinues that GEC
may take advantage
culties to mount a takeover bid.

The company, one of Thatcher’s
first privatisations, is Britain's largest
engineering employer and its biggest

of its nival’s diffi- -

manufacturing exporier.

It has been an inordinate benefi-
ciary of Thaicher’s largesse. In 1987,
it was allowed to purchase state-
owned munitions manufacturer Royal
Ordnance for just £190m, after hun-
dreds of miflions of pounds of public

property nights on missile data and
design went for just £1m. Profits on
selling off surplus Royal Ordnance
land - at the height of the property
boom — were massive.

A five year contract to supply the

with ammunition and ex-
plosives, valued at the time at
£1500m, was thrown in. The
gave BAe a commanding position in
Britain’s armaments industry.

The following year, BAe got vol-
ume carmaker Rover for just £150m
when its assets were valued at
£1,300m. Even then the Tories gave
back £44.4m secret sweeteners, hid-
den from the EC to skirt anti-state
subsidy rules, and wrole off Rover’s
£547mdebt.

Since then, BAe sold a 20 per cent
stake to Japan’s Honda, with press
reports that the rest wikl be put on the
market next year at an asking price of
up to £800m.

of eng

dancies announced by June,
this year’s redundancy rate is
set to top last year, which stood
at 18 per thousand workers in
spring 1991. Manufacturing
was hardest hit, with a rate of
28.6 per thousand workers.

This was almost double the
rate for the service sector (11.9
per thousand) which itself saw
redundancies at more than
twice their 1990 rate of 5.6 per
thousand.

The haemorrhage of manu-
facturing jobs represents a seri-
ous blow to the economy and
sets back any prospect of re-
covery. The UK’s manufactur-
ing base has been devastated
under the Tories, with manu-
facturing jobs slashed by 36 per
cent to under 4.5 million since
1979. Over 2.5m workers in the
sector have lost their jobs.

The car industry has been
particularly badly hit by the
current recession. In the last
three years the UK car market

has shrunk by 700,000 vehicles

- and one estimate puts job losses

in the industry at around
70,000.

Unemployment has been ris-
ing steadily for the last two and
a half years, with the official fig-
ure set to hitthree million by the
end of this year.

In August the official count

of those out of work and claim- -

ing benefit stood at 2,846,000 —
9.9 per cent of the workforce.
This was a 47,000 increase on
the previous month which was
itself the highest July figure for
five years.

Around a third of those out of
work are long term unem-
ployed, jobless for twelve
months or more. In the year to
July, the number of long term
unemployed rose by one mil-
lion, the largest recorded an-
nual rise for ten years. .

This is despite government
schemes which temporarily
remove the unemployed from
the official register and count
them as ‘fresh’ statistics when

Britain’s continuing slump has
pushed the car industry into deep
crisis. Ford bosses are chopping
1,500jobs and demanding a 40 per
cent cut in lay off pay while most of
the workdorce is already on short
time.

They are also pushing a six month
pay freeze, prompting a mirror image
response from BAe subsidiary Rover.
Meanwhile, there are to be 350 redun-
dancies at the Rolls Royce plant in
Crewe, Cheshire.

The latest Ford sackings come on
top of the 2,100 announced only last
February. Albert Caspers, vice presi-
dent of Ford of Europe, has already
publicly stated that the company’s Brit-
ish piants could be at risk of closure.

The company is negotiating with the
Polish government to transfer produc-

tion of seats currently made in the UK.
It is understood to be considering con-

tracting out sub-assemblies, janitoring

and security. Agreements on the ration
ineering done in Britain rather
than Germany have been scrapped.
Around 740 jobs are to go at Hale-
wood, and 700 at Dagenham. Some 47
jobs at Bridgend engine plant, where
there were 188 voluntary redundan-
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they return.

Although unemployment le-
vels are highestin the North, the
rateof increase over thelast year
has been greatest in the South.
In the year to June, the rate rose
by 32 per cent in the South East,
30 per cent in East Anglia and 28
per cent in Greater London.

The industrial collapse of the
South is highlighted in a report
by business analysts Dun and
Bradstreet, which revealed that
a quarter of the 46,000 com-
panies which have collapsed so
far this year were in the South
East.

Young people are particular-
ly suffering under the latest jobs
onslaught, with under-25 year
olds now accounting for around
30 per cent of the official unem-
ployed.

This is despite the fact that
unemployment among this age
group actually fell between 1985
and 1990 as a result of removing
16 and 17 year olds from the
register.

The European Community’s
statistical office, Eurostat,
which calculates unemploy-
ment on an internationally
standardised definition,

cies earlier this year, are also at risk.
Southampton is also affected. Any
compulsory redundancies at Ford
would be the first for 25 years.
Convenors have raised the possi-
bility of industrial action, although an

official union response is not due until-

October. There has been no lead from
the unions nationally.

Ford — still Britain’s largest car
maker — has shed an average of 3,600
jobs every year since 1980. Last Au-
gust it put Dagenham and Southamp-
fon on three and four day weeks re-
spectively and announced a one-week
shutdown at Halewood, blaming the
continuing slump in the UK car market.

Workers still
get their basic
wage, but lose bo-
nuses, allowances
and overtime.
Now they face a
further 40 per cent
cut in income.

The Rover
freeze comes after
the company an-
nounced £31m
operating loss for
the first six months
of 1992, a better

"FOR YoU
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R HARD WORK THESE MANY
YEARS, THE COMPANY IS PRESENTING
YOU WITH THIS MONOGRAMMED GOLF BALL
ALONG -WITH- YOUR LAYOFF.NOT|CE LY.
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All news is bad news: another engineer made redundant

showed unemployment among
under 25s to be as high as 17.4
per cent in July, compared with
10.8 per cent for the UK popula-
tion as a whole.

Official statistics understate
the real depth of joblessness in
Britain today. The Tories have
made over 30 changes to the
way figures are compiled since
1979. Whole groups of unem-
ployed workers, such as those
under 18, have simply been
removed from the register.

Sixteen and seventeen year
olds are no longer entitled to
benefit since they are expected
to take up a place on a govern-
ment training scheme.

Thousands of people have
been intimidated and threat-
ened out of claiming benefit by
the hurdles which they have to
jump to prove they are ‘actively
seeking work’.

The Unemployment Unit
provides a more realistic figure
for the real extent of unemploy-
ment by calculating the rate ac-
cording to the method officially
used before 1982. On this basis
the August figure stood at
4,045,000, or 13.8 per cent of the
workforce.

End of line for car workers

performance than the year on year fig-

ure of £43m. Unions only recently
agreed a major ‘new deal’ package of

Japanese-style working practices des-
pite extensive opposition by the rank
and file. Wage talks are to go ahead as
planned, but any rise not take effect
until next May, six months after the .
anniversary date.

The move comes just months after
Trade Secretary Heseltine opened a

new £200m manufacturing facility.
Rolls Royce bosses want 950 vol-
untary redundancies among the 3,200
Crewe workforce. Over 1,700 jobs
have already gone: after this round of
cuts, just 2,100 workers will remain.

100ct. 1992 Page 5
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Maijor step towards restoring

capitalism

Privatisation blitz

hits Russia

By Paul Clarke

The world’s biggest ever
privatisation programme
has begun in Russia. Each
Russian citizen will be
issued with vouchers worth
10,000 roubles (about US
$40); by the end of the year
6500 major industrial
enterprises must draw up
plans to become joint stock
companies, exchanging
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the first half of
1992; inflation is
expected to be
anything from
1600 per cent to
3000 per cent by
the end of the
- year.Runawayin-
flation has wiped
out the savings of
most ordinary

.ﬁ liz..l . G

Russia: guns but no butter

IMF in particular will not come
to Russia’s aid without radical
economic reform.

But reform means thousands
of enterprises going bust, and
millions being made unem-
ployed. In May the Russian
Union of Industrialists and En-
trepreneurs, desperate to stop
the destruction of state indus-
try, founded a new political

shares for vouchers. people. party called ‘Renewal’.
In reality the majority of The slump and Renewal in turn is part of the
people are expected to immedi- inflationhashada  ‘Civic Union’, which includes

ately exchange their vouchers
for cash, as happened with a
similar voucher scheme in Cze-
choslovakia.

This means that a few
wealthy individuals and
groups will end up owing the
majority of shares, and indeed
the companiesif the auctions go
ahead as planned in November

pected to take a major stake in
some more potentially profit-
able companies. However, the

T
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Yeltsin and
become worker co-operatives,

and for management buy-outs.
Abig international campaign

firms in the defence and energy
sector are excluded from

friends discuss where to spend their share vouchers
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The privatisation scheme
takes place against the back-
ground of a major slump in the

plans.
According to official figures

NSSP leaders arrested

Eight leaders of the Nava
Sama Samaja Party, the Sri
Lankan section of the Fourth
International, were arrested
on 1 July while participating
in a Jana Gosha (‘people’s
noise’) demonstration
against the government’s
IMF-imposed austerity
programme.

Hear Sri Lankan

During the protest thousands
of people lit firecrackers,
banged pots and blew horns in
a lunch-time protest.

The eight included party
General Secretary Vickramaba-
hu Karunaratne (‘Bahu’). All
are due to appear in courton 19
November charged with viola-
ting Emergency Regulations.

According to Reuters ‘police

armed with machine guns, ba-
tons and tear gas violently dis-
persed demonstratorsand were
particularly vicious towards
women demonstrating on be-
half of the hundreds of ‘disap-
peared’.

Vickramabahu Karunarath-
ne is speaking soon ata meeting
in London — see ad vertisement
on this page.

Trotskyist leader

General Secretary of the NSSP (New Socialist Party), Sri
Lankan section of the Fourth International

Vickramabahu

Karunatne (‘Bahu’)
speaks at Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, WC2

Wednesday 14 October 7.30pm

The working class in Sri Lanka faces bitter struggles against austerity and the senseless
againstthe Tamilpeople. The NSSP has played animportant

war waged by the government
role in the anti-austerity struggle, in the fight for self-
in the movement in defence of the
International in 1992. Bahu's visit is a un

struggle and the role of Trotskyists.

10 Oct. 1992
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determination for the Tamil people and
disappeared’. The NSSP affiliated to the Fourth
ique opportunity to hear about the Sri Lankan

drastic effect on
personal con-
sumption by ordi-
nary workers.
Spending  on
clothes and shoes
is down by 50 per
centand on milk products by 25

r cent. Half the population is
iving below the official poverty

hungry’.
Spending on health and wel-

planning have thrown many
firms into effective bankruptcy.
Since they are only kept going
by increasing state subsidies, a
major battle has been raging be-
tween economic ultra-liberals
around Yeltsin and his premier
Gaidar, who want to force
through the privatisation and
bankruptcy laws, and hundreds
of enterprise managers, sup-
ported by Yeltsin’s deputy Rut-
skoi.

The old nomenklatura is
caught in a trap of its own mak-
Ing; the West in general and the

Rutskoi’s Peoples Party of Free
Russia. Both the Rutskoi and
Gaidar factions are operating
within a pro-capitalist, authori-
tarian, framework - liberally
dosed in Rutskoi’s case with ap-
peals to Great Russian chauvin-
Ism and reactionary national-
1sm.

and December. Is to start explaining to foreign economy, and huge struggles line: a recent poll found that 40 Catastrophe
- Foreign companies are ex- firms how they buy-in to the inside the leadership and the per cent of people in St. Peters- If privaticat; d the bank
Russian economy; only some old nomenklatura over economic burg said they were ‘constantly privatisation and the bank-

ruptcy laws are pushed
through, social catastrophe
awaits Russia. The mass unem-

scheme allows for firms to foreign takeover. production fell by 18 per centin  fare has been slashed; one result .

is a 9 per cent increase in infant P loy;gent l‘ghl.‘:h WOl ens}“i’
. i vold coud gverisia o
Sri Lanka . e s ‘shock therapy and - o8 0 s yeor, o mae

workers movement remains ex-
tremely weak. According to Ni-
kolai Preobrazhensky, a leading
activist in the new Party of La-
bour: ‘ The old trade unions
enjoy no confidence, by and
large; the new ones with the ex-
ception of those in the mining
regionsare very weak. Thereare
no serious organisations ex-
pressing the interests of the
workers movement nor parties
which the mass of workers
could consider their own, to be
counted on without fear of be-
trayal or deception.’

Unholy alliance
In Romania

By Joe Pass

Romania’s neo-stalinists are set to
0o into coalition with the far right
after an unexpectedly strong show-
ing in last week's elections.

Preliminary results give the Demo-
cratic National Salvation Front 28 per
cent of parliamentary vote. The party is
built around the remnants of the old
state apparatus of dictator Nicolae
Ceausescu, who was toppled in the
revolution of December 1989.

The main opposition, the 18-party
Democratic Convention (DC), won 27
per cent on an explicit free market plat-
form and ‘a clean break with commun-
ism’. It has the support of most of Ro-
mania's ethnic Hungarians,
intellectuals and the middie classes.

The Frontis now well placed to seek
co-operation with the Socialist Labour
Party and the openly anti-semitic and
xenophobic nationalists in Romania

- Mare.

In the presidential elections, the
Front's candidate, sitting president lon
lliescu won 48 per cent of an early
official return, against 30 per cent for
DC's Emil Constantinescu. Two years
ago, lliescu took 85 per cent of the poll.

Radical nationalist Gheorghe Funar
took 12.3 per cent, with three minor
candidates. A French-style run off be-
tween the top two candidates is sche-
duled for October 11.

The Democratic National Salvation
Front has secured widespread support
among sections of working class and
the peasantry that have most to lose
from a return to capitalism. Yet it too is
overtly restorationist, albeit advocating
a slower pace of change.

Under lliescu, privatisation of state
enterprises has already begun, and
prices allowed to rise by 800 per cent.
A million people have lost their jobs
over thelasttwo years. There s nothing
for workers to choose between either

camp.
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The twilight of monetarism
IsN’t The answer

As the disastrous consequences of super-free market policies
become apparent, voices are being raised in capitalist and social

‘democratic circles demanding state intervention to revive the
economy. But is it really an alternative; and would a new round of
state economic intervention and debt-financing of growth have
beneficial effects for working people? Here ERNEST MANDEL
argues that traditional Keynesian reflationary policies must be
distinguished from the budget deficit policies of Thatcher and T
Reagan; and that capitlaist reflation only brings short-term
advantages for the working class, and inevitably ends up in anew [

recession.

The fundamental idea of
Keynesianism is the state
spending, a national budget
deficit can be used to combat
economic crisis and
recession.

From a theoretical point of
view raising overall demand in
a given country will facilitate a
recovery insofar are there is dis-
posable productive capacity
(unemployed workers, stocks
of raw materials, machines
working below capacity). These
unused resources are mobilised
by the additional purchasing
power created by the budget
deficit. Only when these reser-
ves are exhausted do you get
the fatal onset of inflation.

But there is a snag. In order
for the budget deficit not to fuel
inflation before full employ-
« ment is reached, direct taxes

must increase in the same pro-
portion as income.

Tax burden

Given that the bourgeoisie
prefers to buy state bonds
rather than pay taxes, and that
tax evasion by the bourgeoisie
is endemic, the higher tax
burden implied by Keynesian
policies falls on the workers.

Asthepublicdebtgrows, ser-
vicing this debt eats up a grow-
ing part of public spending, so
there is a tendency for the bud-
get deficit to grow without any
corresponding beneficial ef-
fects on employment.

So in the end Keynesian ex-
pansion tends to undermine it-
self through growing inflation
and diminishing returns from
the initial budget deficit-driven
‘push’; a new recession is the
result. And the growing tax
burden tends to redistribute in-
come towards the bourgeoisie.

The historical balance sheet
of Keynesian policyisclear. The
most extensive experiment,
Roosevelt’'s New Deal in the
United States during the 1930s,

ended in failure.

Unemployment

Despite the rise in public
spending, it ended in the crisis
of 1938 when unemployment
reached 10 million. It was the
massive rearmargent thanks to
the war which reduced mass
unemployment.

There is something bizarre in
the way in which neo-liberal
dogmatists contrast their ‘sup-
ply-side’ policies to those based
on creating demand through
budget deficits. Never, in fact,
have budget deficits been
higher than under the neo-libe-
rals’ champion Ronald Reagan.

The same is true to a large
extent of the reign of Mrs
Thatcher. They implemented
record-breaking neo-Keyne-
sian programmes while all the
time professing quite the oppo-
site faith. The real debate was
not about the size of the budget
deficit but what it was to be
used for.

The facts speak for them-
selves. Rea-
gan/Thatcher neo-
Keynesianism has bru-
tally reinforced the aus-
terity offensive
everywhere. Social
spending and spending
on infrastructure have
been cut; arms spend-
ing hasexpanded mass-
ively in the USA and
Britain and to a lesser

extent in Japan and

Germany.

Subsidies to private

enterprise have in-
creased. Unemploy-
ment and widening so-
cial inequalities have
been stimulated. In the
last 20 years the num-
ber of unemployed in
the OECD countries has
risen fourfold.

The overall social ef-
fect has been disas-
trous. You can learn on

economic development
that the most productive
long-term investments
are those in education,
public health and infra-
structure.

However the neo-libe-

ral dogmatists overlook
this elementary truth
when they approach
problems from the point
of view of a ‘equilibrium’
which must be re-estab-
lished at any cost. Their fa-
vourite targets for cuts are pre-
cisely education, health care,
social security and infrastruc-
ture, when the inevitable harm-
ful effects, including on prod uc-
tivity.

Does this mean that socialists
prefer traditional Keynesian-
ism and the welfare state to the

poisonous cocktail of monetar-
ism and neo-Keynesianism cur-
rently on offer? If our answer is
positive, it must be heavily
qualified.

Traditional Keynesianism
implies various forms of the
exercise and division of power
within the framework of bour-
geois society. This leads to vari-
ous forms of social contract and
consensus with those who cur-
rently hold economicpower, on
their terms.

Lesser evil

This is a purely one-way con-
sensus and itruns counter to the
interests of the working class.
Traditional Keynesianism is
only the lesser evil in that com-
pared to a deflationary policy
insofar as it promotes an imme-
diate and rapid fall in unem-

ployment.
However, in present condi-

tions neo-Keynesianismis lead-
ing to an increase in unemploy-
ment and marginalisation of
growing sections of the popula-
tion, with all sorts of reaction-
ary consequences.

Furthermore, advocates of
traditional Keynesian policies
have to deal with a fundamen-
tal awkward fact; the effective-
ness of their approach is being
greatly reduced by the growth
in the power of the multina-
tional corporations. While of
course itis ridiculous to say that
state intervention today is
powerless, it is of course much
less powerful than during the
1930s and the 1950s.

Faced with the growth of
transnational enterprises, the
national state is no longer an
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for the dominant factions of the
bourgeoisie. Thus an effort is
being consistently made to sub-
stitute supranational institu-
tions for it, the classic case being
the various institutions of the
European Community.

But many obstacles have to
be overcome if supranational
institutions are to take on the
characteristics of a real supra-
national state, for example in
Europe.

European unification re-
mains suspended between a
vague confederation of sover-
eign states and a European
federation with some of the
characteristics of a state, with a
single currency, a central bank,
a common industrial and agri-
cultural policy, joint army and

police forces and finally a cen-
tral government authority.

In the process of European
capitalist unification there is a
time bomb, which is beginning
to explode in the strikes in Italy
and Greece. It is the simple fact
that the ‘budgetary stabilisa-
tion” required for monetary
union will have an enormous
deflationary and austerity ef-
fect. This in itself should be
cause enough for the workers
movement to reject the Maas-
tricht treaty.

Maastricht offers nothing
more than an excuse for a con-
tinuation and toughening of
austerity policies. It is more
vital than ever to continue the
fight against it.

75 years of the Russian Revolution: hear

ERNEST

(United Secretariat of the Fourth intemationai)

Friday OCTOBER 23 |

KINGSWAY COLLEGE, Sidmouth St

off Grays Inn Rd, London WC1

any college course on  adequate economic instrument

Running huge deficits: Thatcher 7.30pm (Kings Cross Tube)
NO 10 Oct. 1992
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NHS crisis

‘PIRIA MBJPUY

. Battling against market forces: protestors oppose Mile End hospital closure

Community care: the

o privatise health se

VIRGINIA  Bottomley’s an- will have no right to any specific level of
nouncement of a meagre £540m to care. _ |

local councils to implement the  Many councils, fearing government
government’s community care financial penalties, have begun closing or
reforms from next April will trigger selling off their own homes for theelderly,

six months of crisis and confusion while health authorities have been rush-
The money — of which £140 million .is 5 ingto shut their geriatric beds in order to

one-off payment for set-up costs - is just unload the problem (and expense) onto

half the amount the councils and original- the councils. : :
ly asked for. The community care reforms will mean

- : : hat even more elderly people, a genera-
- The Tories are stipulating that 75 per- ¢ STy PEOprE, a get
cent of the cash must be spent on purchas- E?n who hflilvehp?‘“}. taxes and National
ing care from private residential and surance all their lives expecting com-

nursing homes: a maximum of a quarter ~ Prehensive health care when they grow
can be used to finance council-run ser. ©.d- are to be forced to raid their savings
vices or sell their homes to pay for their own

care.

Assessment Already forced sales of housesby elder-

ly owners obliged to meet residential or

This makes quite explicit a factor that nursing home fees are estimated by the
until now had been overlooked or wilful-  Financial Times at over £2 billion a year —

ly ignored by Labour and trade union while the clients themselves are being
leaders. Behind the rhetoric of ‘com-

munity care’ —in theory caring for people
in their own homes or small, friendly

units rather than in big hospitals and in- - The £2.5 billion a year in fees whi
S nons - the sories have been em-  pay for care in residential and nu

barked upon the biggest-ever exercise in

privatising health careand imposing char-  £2.8 Dillion market in private med
ges. statistics on private health care.

Under the new regulations, local coun-
cils are supposed to take over from health

a_Ufh.Ol'itleS the lead regponsibllity for con- obliged to shell out a massive £2.5 billion
tinuing care of the frail elderly. . a year in charges over and above their
Care which was provided free at point  ggeial Security income support entitle-
of use in NHS beds and day centres is ments.
from next year to be subject to means- Elderly people coming into the new
tested charges. | . . system after April (an estimated 110,000
Councils and social services will take in 19934) will have their entitlement to
on the task of assessing the needs of frail  uiq] security cancelled out by the new
elderly clients. They will be responsible reforms.
for purchasing appropriate residential, Instead they can receive only discre-
nursing home or domiciliary SErviCes = fionary support, administered by local
but whatever the assessment, the client councils which are themselves subject to
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biggest-ever move

iIces

rigorous government charge-capping
and other restrictions. The ‘assessment’
by social workers of the ‘needs’ of any
client will therefore take place against a
background of rigid cash limits.

Many health authorities have seen this
coming, and have been quick to close
down their elderly care beds, fearing that
cash- strapped social services might
‘assess’ more and more clients as needing
hospital care. |

Mapped out in 1988 by Thatcher’s right
hand advisor on health policy,
Sainsbury’s supermarket boss Sir Roy
Griffiths, the community care reforms
represent the most dramatic and auda-
cious attempt at privatisation yet
proposed by the Tories. Itis transparently
designed to force the burden of expendi-
ture and of care on to individual elderly
people and their families — almost in-
evitably women relatives (daughters,

elderly clients are forced to
ing homes almost equals the
ine: but it is left out of official

wives, etc).

In one master-stroke the Tories thought
they could remove a costly area of care
from the NHS, forcing the users to pay
much of the cost themselves or to do
withoutany proper care at all, while foist-
ing the blame onto local councils for the
inevitable failure. |

Incredibly enough, the Labour leader-
ship, beginning with themore inept coun-
cil leaders and careerist social service
chiefs, but soon including Robin Cook

and the front bench MPs publicly en-
dorsed this policy, and even urged the
Tories to implement it more quickly!
When even bully boy Kenneth
Clarke (then Health Secretary) backed
off, postponing the implementation of
the reforms by two years to ensure it
would come after the election,
Labour’s leaders opposed the delay.

i-partisan

Instead of using the threat to elderly
care as a mighty electoral club with
which tobeat the Tories and underline
their claims that the NHS is being
privatised, Labourallowed theissueto
become yet another in a long list of

i-partisan’ policies.

It was not until the day before
Bottomley’sannouncementof the cash
allocation that Labour’s new com-
munity care spokesperson Dave
Hinchcliffe belatedly announced a
complete reversal of policy —to oppose
the reforms.

Why it has taken Labour four years
to spot the obvious is a mystery. But
the policy switch must now be fol-
lowed through with full-blooded cam-
paigns in every town and city against
the closure of elderly care NHS beds,
through which health chiefs are
dumping not only the frail elderly, but
also elderly mentally infirm into
private, profit-seeking homes which
lack the qualified nursing staff and
therapeutic services that are a vital

art of hospital care.

Pensioners groups, relatives and or-
ganisations for the elderly should be

mobilised to combat this frontal threat

to our NHS, alongside the other battles
against cuts and closures.

'
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After Tomlinson?
London Health
-~ Workers |

Conference
Saturday 31st October, 10-6
Camden Town Hall,

Euston Road
Registration fee £5
For details ring 081 840 7000

Meeting called by London
Health Emergency

Defend London’s

Health Services
Camden Town Hall
November 10, 7pm
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The press

by Dave Osler

The night before the Minister of Fun
finally quit, he posed the question:
‘Who decides who should be a
member of the British cabinet - the

prime minister or the editor of the
Daily Mail?’ Paul Dacre 1, John
Major 0.

With Mellor tittle tattle dominating
the news-stands for the last three
months, attention is again focused on
Britains tabloid press.

Many Mellor revelations were unar-
guably in the public interest. Mellor
had free use of a chauffeur driven car
and a luxury love-nest, provided by a
property developer he put onto lucra-
tive business deals; accepted expensive
holidays as gifts without declaring
them to the register of members inter-
ests; and ideologically exploited his

wife and kids in the promotion of pho-

ney ‘family values’.

Even protestations that his phone
conversations were taped — ‘one won-
dered whether one was living in
Ceausescu’s Romania rather than John
Major’s Britain’ — are rich from a minis-
ter in a government that routinely taps
35,000 telephones.

The Fourth Estate

But Mellor is not the only tabloid
| victim. Health secretary Virginia Bot-
tomley, Liberal Democratleader Paddy
Ashdown, Labour general secretary
Larry Whitty, the Princess of Wales and
the Duchess of York have all recently
been done over by the Fourth Estate.

In the run-up to the general election,
then Labour leader Neil Kinnock was
| linked with prostitution, the KGB, and
a businessman on the run from the
fraud squad. Presumably he was just
| too busy to fit any Devil worship in.
Kinnock ultimately attributed blame
for Labour’s defeat on ‘the Tory press’
rather than his own disastrous political
course,

Yet “Tory press’ allegations are some-
| how acceptable as evidence in expul-
| sion hearings, as two Lambeth council-
lorg recently discovered.

From the ‘exposure’ of socialist car-
workersat Cowley asred molesin 1983,
to 1990's ‘Scargill in Moscow /Tripoli
Cash Shocker’, to the hounding of indi-
viduals like Mandy Mudd, Rachel
Webb, Linda Bellos, Peter Tatchell and

‘IRA-loving, poof-loving, Marxist
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leader of the GLC Mr Ken Livingstone’
himself (thank you, Sunday Express), the
left is constantly under hack attack.

Libel laws let the rich and powerful
sue. But defamation cases do not get
legal aid, making action financially im-
possible even for the relatively well-off,
let alone working class people.

Sir David Calcutt QC’s inquiry into
the press and privacy in 1990 led to the
formation of the industry-based Press
Complaints Commission (a reworked
Press Council stripped of lay members
and the brief to promote press freedom)
a%sa final opportunity for newspapers

to clean up their act voluntarily.

Criminal

The penalties for failure were to be
stark, Calcutt warned. A powerful,
government-imposed Press Tribunal
and three new criminal offences stop-
ping journalists’ attempts to obtain per-
sonal information would be intro-

duced.
The advent of the PCC — whose 16

members include editors of the News of

the World, Daily Telegraph and Daily Star,
all deeply partisan Tory papers — occa-
sioned Mellor's infamous remark that
the popular press is drinking in the Last
Chance Saloon. Ironically, his depar-
ture could hasten kicking out time.

Sir David is due to give a verdict at
the end of this year. Major may use the
shaming of his close friend as a pretext
for tough new legislation.

Whatever the left has suffered from
press harassment, it would be wrong to
agree. Our starting point must be
greater press freedom, not less. We are
for the right to know.

The first amendment to the US con-
stifution reads ‘Congress shall make no
law ... abridging the freedom of speech,
or of the press.” In Britain, over 100 laws
makedisclosure of information a crime.

The mere existence of restrictive
legislation is itself a massive deterrent
to investigative journalism. Further
measures would shut up the John Pil-
gers, Paul Foots and Duncan Camp-
bells, not the anonymous young wan-
nabes from the provincial press
moonlighting on the nationals and
ready to do anything for the big break.

As in so many other areas, Labour’s
last manifesto substantially concurred
with the Tories’ position on Calcutt. It
also joined the Liberal Democrats in
promising a Freedom of Information

'Imougnndﬂ nentest, | e —-

" Act. That much is essential, but not

enough.

The left should demand that a La-
bour government scrap all repressive
limitationsonjournalism, including the
Official Secrets Act, the D-Notice sys-
tem of voluntary self-censorship on
defence questions and the Sinn Fein
broadcasting ban.

Only socially desirable limitationson
matters like identifying child sex abuse
victims or publishing material which
could prejudice jury trials should stay
in place.

Much of present press bias is rooted
in virtual monopoly ownership. Three
groups control over 70 per cent of na-
tional daily circulation and 80 per cent
of Sunday circulation, and are extend-
ing empires into broadcast media.

Expropriation

A socialist government would en-
sure diversity by expropriating the
mass circulation press from its present
capitalistowners, and use the resources
to allow all legal political views access
to print. Real diversity and democracy
cannot happen while the rich and
powerful have a stranglehold on
ownership.

Not only political parties, but mass
organisations of all kinds would be
given the resources to produce their
own papers; such moves would have to
be backed up by democratising access
to broadcast media, especially televi-
Slon.

In the here and now, the labour
movement urgently needs to build its
own mass circulation press, making the
basic socialist case in a professional,

cut but home
logns must wait

popular and appealing fashion to
counterbalance Wapping.

Potential

Despite the disaster of News on Sun-
day, largely attributable to the incom-
petence of those behind it, the potential
circulation is probably there.

But socialist papers don’t get adver-
tising revenue from capitalist busi-
nesses. Many distributors refuse to cir-
culate them, either from ideological
considerations or because thereisinsuf-
ficient profit in it.

State financial support for minority
viewpoint publications, with no politi-
cal strings attached, and a legal right to
nationwide distribution, are already in
place in some capitalist countries.
Papers of the Fourth International
benefit accordingly.

A socialist government would also
improve the education system that has
left six million adults (disproportion-
ately working class) with reading diffi-
culbes. A transition to socialism will
raise political awareness and interestin
real issues beyond recognition. The
ramifications for press standards are
obvious.

Labour MP Clive Soley, working
with the Campaign for Press and
Broadcasting Freedom, is to introduce
a private members bill effectively giv-
ing right of reply to demonstrable lies.

An independent statutory body
would investigate complaints of distor-
tion, and be empowered to order cor-
rections at least as prominent as the
offending story to be published where
appropriate. This sensible initiative
should certainly be supported.
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girls together

All

Its not important to bottle. As the film pro-
A I eag ue Of care, or even know any- gresses, Duggan sobers
their own thing, about baseball in ~ up, and begins to take
order to enjoy this film —  an interest in.the team —

a rather simplistic view

Starring (Geena  whatis essential how-
of the problems of alco-

Davis, Lori Petty, ever, is to be the sort of

C s P et - ’

person who stays in spe-  holism.
Tom Hanks, cially to watch slushy This is not a feminist
Madonna American TV films. film. It only marginally
' recognises the dilemma
Rq : V::’;’ed by Kate Suspense that was raised by ‘
In 1943, the All Viewedasanexer- gt
! : cise in acting technique, h
American Girls Pro- it s ver 4 and th the war. b
, : y good, and the
tessional Baseball subject matter is an in- Cheap laughs "
League (AAGPBL) teresting one, but there

was established due
to fears that because

fessional baseball for the characters. |
would have to be sus- Dotty (Davis) and Kit

ended. (Petty) are sisters who as an exam
P It turned out not to are discovered by a hard it real

be the case, but the
AAGPBL lasted until

‘  thei Dotty through the to get the material sup-
own’ is a commenmora.  Tyouts for theleague  port they needed.
tion of the first year and the subsequent tour ‘A league of their
when the biggest ob- of the country with own’ is a nice film, noth-
stacle was overcome their team the Rockford  ing very hard hitting, _
that of getting the Peaches. but enjoyable enough if
American baseball Jim Duggan (Hanks) ~ what you're looking for
watching public to ac- is the manager of the is an undemanding,
cept the idea of women team, an ex-baseball reminiscence about the
professional baseball player who fell out of way 1t was.
players. the game and into the

Unforgiven

Starring and directed by

Clint Eastwood

Reviewed by Liam Mac
Uaid

Westerns are not popular
with socialists. Faced with
a choice between an ac-
knowledged masterpiece
like John Ford’s ‘The Sear-
chers’ and a low budget ac-
count of the 1911 Mel-
bourne gaslighters’ strike, I
suspect most Socialist Out-
look readers would plump
for the latter.

The fact that westerns are
white America’s own mytho-
logy causes an almost irra-
tional aversion to them on the
part of lefties. In defence of
the genre I have found myself
arguing that the ‘Magnificent
Seven’ is an analogy for the
revolutionary party leading
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IS no suspense, no invol-
vement in the story to

of the war, men’s pro-  make the audience feel

baseball talent scout.
The film follows

ange of image for Eastwood

Riding high
In the saddle

the masses in their own libera-
tion.

But with Clint Eastwood’s
new film, ‘Unforgiven’, it is
not necessary to resort to such
contortions to describe
what will come to be
judged as one of the fi-
nest westerns and one
- ©Of the best films ever
made.

‘Unforgiven’ is in the
mould of such classic
westerns as ‘High
Noon’ and ‘Red River
rather than the violent
stylised films that made
Eastwood’s name.

It is far more grimly
realistic and amoral
than the conventions of

=Y theday permitted direc-

tors to be in the forties
and fifties. All the tradi-
tional elements of the
western are turned up-
side down to give the

When one woman is
forced to take her son
on tour with them, this
is only a device for a
few cheap laughs, not

y was for
the women who
worked during the war

le of how

Geena Davis struts her stuff

closest recreation of the
West you are ever likely
to see on the cinema
screen. -

gers are revealed to be
murderous drunks with
strong nerves and quick
reflexes. Gene Hack-

by bullwhipping offen-
ders and suspects — the
sort of policing the film's
star is usually accused of
promoting.

Yet we have no sym-
pathy for the defender of
order when confronted
with the paid killer. East-
wood is first seen rolling
around in a pigsty and
can no longer mount his
horse.

His accomplice Mor-
gan Freeman loses his nerve
after putting one bullet into
his first victim, and Eastwood
— with whom the audience is
meant to identify — has to fin-
ish the job. The myopic Scho-
field Kid renounces killing
after shooting his first victim
in a toilet.

The theme of killing — how
the victim feels, how the killer
feels — recurs throughout the
film. Eastwood murders two
strangers to make money for
his children, and kills indis-
criminately to avenge his mur-
dered friend.

His character has a practical
and idealistic conception of
his trade. This was not how
Gary Cooper used his gun.

A review can only reveal a
fragment of such a complex
work. The second time | saw
the film was better than the
first. ‘Unforgiven’ will repay a
dozen viewings.

The legendary gunslin-

man’s sheriff keeps order

300 Club - more fun than Sun
Bingo!

Money,
money,
money!

For just £5 month you get the chance to win £50 in our
monthly draw.

We give better odds than the football pools and we're a
more deserving cause than Littlewoods! So get your
standing order in now to be sure of a chance to win.

This month Sean Tunney wins the first prize of £50, while
Glenn Sutherland walks away with second prize.

Yes, count me in!

My bank
Bank address
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My bank sorting code
My account number
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Please pay to the Co-operative bank PLC 78/80 Cornhill,
London EC3V 3N] (sorting code 08-02-28) for the account
of Socialist Outlook Supporters fund (account number
70186297) the sum of:

(in words)
(in figures)
on the day of (month)
1992 and thereafter every month until countermanded by
me in writing.
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Date
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1109, London N4 2UU. Do not send directly to your bank.
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| 25 years after murder of Che Guevara, John Lister explores

E 4

ON OCTOBER 8, 1967,
Ernesto ‘Che’ Guevara was
wounded and captured in
Bolivia when the small
guerrilla force he was
leading was ambushed by
troops. The next day, on
orders from the CIA and
Bolivian top brass, Guevara
was murdered. He was 39

years old.

Guevara was a man of consistent
courage and revolutionary dedication.
He had been one of the core fighters
who sailed with Fidel Castro in 1956 to
launch the guerrilla struggle that
ousted the Batista dictatorship in Cuba.

He had held top government posts
under Castro as capitalism was over-
turned — head of the Industry ministry
(INRA), head of the National Bank. He
had negotiated key trade agreements
for sale of sugar to Peking and to Mos-
cow that ensured the survival of the
Revolution.

Yet none of these roles grabbed the
attention of the world’s youth as
dramatically as his tragic death on a
failed and ill-conceived expedition in
Bolivia.

Indeed thedeath of Guevara wasalso
the birth of the Guevara legend; the
image of the courageous, selfless
revolutionary internationalist was per-
petuated.

In the late 1960s and early 1970s,
when opposition to the Vietham War
reached mass proportions, the walls
and doors of countless students and
youth throughout the world featured
posters bearing the handsome features
of the slain martyr to the struggle
against imperialism.

Trotskyists

Even those whose Trotskyist politics
should have made them more critical
setaside some of their usual criteriaand
mistakenly proclaimed Che to be (un-
consciously, of course) one of theirs.

It had been Che Guevara who
summed up the need for international
solidarity, with his immortal call for
‘Two, three, many Vietnams’ to break
the isolation of the Vietnamese fighters
and break the grip of imperialism.

But those who have sought to make
Guevara a political model as well as a
splendid example of a committed anti-
imperialist fighter are forced to over-
look Che’s real weaknesses, and ignore
the lessons to be learned from his strug-

les.
8 Che Guevara was by birth an Argen-
tine, born in 1928 in Rosario, the eldest
of five children in a liberal, left wing
family.

After qualifying as a doctor in 1953
he travelled northwards through Latin
America, he arrived in Guatemala,
where the democratically elected Ar-
benz government had expropriated un-
cultivated land from the US United
Fruit Company, and was facing a
mounting offensive orchestrated by the
CIA.

Che, who had read Marx and Lenin
(but apparently no Trotsky) made con-
tact with left wing circles and at-
tempted to join the feeble resistance to
the USinvasion. But the Arbenz regime
refused to arm the workers and
peasants to fight imperialism, and the
Guatemalan Communist Party, hand in
glove with Arbenz, did little more.

Forced to flee Guatemala, but clearly
learning little about the politics of
Stalinism, Che moved to Mexico, where
he met up with exiled Cubans, includ-
ing Raul Castro, brother of Fidel.

On hearing of the proposed guerrilla
expedition to Cuba to overthrow the
brutal and corrupt Batista dictatorship,

"I T "I N9

The lessons
behind the
legend

Che signed on as the third of the band
to sail in the Granma.

He became a commander in Fidel
Castro’s Rebel Army, which began its
struggle in the teeth of political opposi-
tion from the Cuban Stalinists, or-
ganised in the so-called Popular
Socialist Party.

The old Communist Party had from
1938 to 1944 played a despicable role in
alliance with Batista, who saw them as
a convenient means of controlling the
working class through the Cuban Con-
federation of Workers. The CPeven had
two ministers in Batista’s government
from 1942.

The Cuban Stalinist strategy in the
1950s was to seek an alliance with sec-
tions of Cuban capitalists against Batis-
ta. This Eolicy was only dropped latein
1958, when it was clear that the armed
campaign waged by Castro’s and other
guerrilla forces was winning the upper
hand.

Despite this, after the Revolution it
was not the Stalinists, but the small
Cuban Trotskyist forces who were
repressed in 1961. Activists were jailed
for selling literature.

Guevara, while conceding that the
smashing of their printing press had
been a mistake, in 1962 defended the
repression of the Trotskyists whose call

for the working class to exert pressure

on the government ‘was prejudicing
the discipline necessary at this time.’

He insisted that ‘You.cannot be for
the revolution and against the Cuban
Communist Party.’

Indeed Guevara himself went out of
his way to identify himself with the
wretched PSP tradition. He even spoke
at the celebrations of the 25th anniver-
sary of the PSP’snewspaper Hoy, which
had begun life under the legal protec-
tion of Batista, claiming that the party
‘was the ideological precursor of our
revolution’.

Politically, Guevara’s version of
Marxism was a Stalinist version. He
described the Stalinist-dominated
Communist parties without qualifica-
tion as ‘Marxist-Leninist’.

In formulating his theoretical views
on ‘Building a Party of the Working
Class’ (1963) it is clear that his party
model is a Stalinist model, with no in-
ternal democracy, no right to form ten-
dencies and factions: none of Trotsky’s
critique of Stalinism and bureaucratism
in the USSR was taken on board.

There was a contradiction here, of
course. Unlike the official Communist
Parties, Guevara was no fan of alliances
with the national bourgeoisies in Latin
America or elsewhere: his view was in
fact much closer to the Trotskyist con-
ception of ‘permanent revolution’:

“Faced with the dilemma of choosing
between the people or imperialism, the
weak national bourgeoisies choose im-
perialism and definitively betray their
country. In this part of the world the
possibility is almost totally gone for
there to be a peaceful transition to
socialism.”

As late as 1967, Che appeared to
embrace the same tacit commitment to

a conception which implied permanent
revolution:

“...theindigenousbourgeoisies have
lost all capacity to oppose imperialism
- if they ever had any — and are only
dragged along behind it like a caboose.
There are no other alternatives. Eithera
socialist revolution or a caricature of
revolution.”

But though he sided with left guerril-
laist splits in Latin American Com-
munity Parties, Che never followed
through the logic of this argument to
challenge the official line emanating
from Moscow, or to study the writings
of Trotsky.

Peasantry

One obstacle to him embracing a
clear perspective of permanent revolu-
tion was his persistent focus upon the
method of guerrilla warfare, and thus
on downplaying the role of Latin
America’s growing urban working
class and emphasising the peasantry as
the key revolutionary force.

Summing up the Cuban revolution-
ary experience as early as 1960, he in-
sisted that the lessons for the whole of
Latin America were:

“1. Popular forces can win a war
against the army. |

2 It is not always necessary to wait
until all the conditions for revolution
exist: the insurrectional centre can cre-
ate them.

3. In underdeveloped Latin America
the arena for struggle must be basically
the countryside.”

Going further, he argued that “The
guerrilla fighter is above all an agrarian
revolutionary’.

In these one-sided conclusions,
which he never revised, we can see the
seeds of Guevara’s own tragic and
wasted death. It is a particular irony
that his own guerrilla grouping in
Bolivia was betrayed by local peasants
who saw them as strange intruders and
reported them to the police.

No other Latin American country
was as rotten-ripe as Cuba for the
regime to be toppled by a voluntaristic
guerrilla struggle.

Thousands of brave anti-imperialist

“and anti-capitalist fighters went point-

lessly to their deaths trying to apply the
‘Cuban model’ in countries where it
stood no chance of working.

Despite this final failure most
genuine socialists, however, will feel a
glow of affection for Che’s heroic effort
to put his own revolutionary, inter-
nationalist convictions into practice. As
the barbarism of the US onslaught on
Vietnam seemed unchallenged, Che
spoke for millions:

“Let us develop genuine proletarian
internationalism, with international
proletarian armies. Let the flag under
which we fight be the sacred cause of
the liberation of humanity, so thattodie
under the colours of Vietnam,
Venezuela, Guatemala, Laos, Guinea,
Colombia, Bolivia, Brazil — to mention
only the current scenes of armed strug-
gle — will be equally glorious and
desirable for a Latin American, an
African and even a European.

So Che the Argentine, having
renounced his honorary Cuban citizen-
ship, died stateless under Bolivian
skies.

Hedeserved notto be patronised and

“adapted to with grovelling tributes

proclaiming him a ‘revolutionary of
action’, but politically challenged on his
basic misconceptions so that millions
more could learn the correct way for-

~ward.

Today’s youth can be urged to
celebrate Che’s struggles and succes-
ses, and emulate his dedication and his
courage: but not his politics.




By Phil Hearse

The vote to impeach
Brazilian president
Fernando Collor de Melloon
corruption charges opens up
a period of acute danger for
the ruling class in that
country.

In the 1990 elections Collor,
an unknown businessman who
had been ‘invented’ in a huge
advertising and TV campaign,
just managed to shake off the
challenge of the leader of the
Workers Party (PT), Ignacio de
Silva — universally known as
‘Lula’.

Mass leader

Lula, mass leader of the early
1980s workers upsurge in the
Sao Paolo industrial region,
came a very close second, get-
ting millions of votes. The PT is
the most radical mass party in
Latin America, with 600,000
members; itdominates the CUT
trade union federation, and has
supporters ranging from radi-
cal Christians to influential
Trotskyist currents.

A new presidential election
would undoubtedly see an-
other big PT campaign. The
bourgeoisie, aided by the im-
perialists, will do everything
possible to keep Lula out. For
the first time in years there is

Latin America

an the
military come
back?

open discussion about the
g;)ssibility of a military come-

ck; the army took power in
Brazil in a 1964 coup and main-
tained its grip for twenty years.

‘Democratisation’

In the past decade a much-
vaunted ‘democratisation” pro-
cess has swept the Latin Ameri-
ca. The military regimes which
took power in the 1960s and
"70s have faded from the scene.
Argentina, Uruguay, Chile and
Brazil now have civilian gov-
ernments. In El Salvador nego-

tiations between the left-wing
FMLN fighters and the Chris-

tiani regime haveled to thestart
of ashakyand uncertain ‘demo-
cratisation’ process.

But the attempted coup in
Venezuela, the military over-
throw of Aristide in Haiti and
the army-backed ‘auto-coup’
by president Fujimoro in Peru
have raised again the danger of
a military comeback. But most
of all the danger lies in the cata-
strophic economic and social
situation affecting the conti-
nent.

Powaerless

The new ‘democratic’ gov-
ernments are powerless to re-
solve the situation, which arises
mainly from the debt crisis and

IMF-imposed aus-
terity programmes.
Chile is a typical
example.

Here the generals
who overthrew the
Allende government
in September 1973
imposed a savage de-
flationary and pri-
vatisation pro-
gramme, advised by
the ‘Chicago boys’ —
US economists under
the spell of Milton
Friedman.

This did indeed
‘stabilise’ the econ-
omy and reduce ru-
naway inflation. The
main monument to
this process was the
creation of a sizeable
middle class, with in-
stant access to all the
consumer toys of ad-
vanced  western
countries,

But for the wor-
kers, the price has
been unemployment
and mass poverty.

Numerous the-
ories about the role of the mili-
tary have been devised. But the
reality is that the spate of mili-
tary coups — Bolivia in 1971,
Chile and Uruguay in 1973, Ar-
gentina in 1976 —had their roots

- Wel Labor isusses

future of the valleys

by Ed George

For many people the South Wales
Valleys are synonymous with coal
mines. The idea owes more o
tradition than current economic re-
ality.

In 1920 some 270,000 people
were employed in the deep mining of
coal in South Wales. Today the indus-
try employs less than 1,000.

Traditional Welsh industry has
been increasingly replaced by low
wage, low skill jobs and a growing
reliance on the service sector. The
social and economic fabric of the Val-
leys is on the point of collapse.

Conference

This reality formed the backdrop to
the conference, ‘A Post Mining Cul-
ture — A New Agenda For The Val-
leys’, held in Neath on September 12.

The conference (organised by
Neath Labour MP Peter Hain) was
attended by over 200 people, most of
them labour movement activists. It
coincided with the publication of the
Neath Declaration, which calls for a
‘social and economic plan for the Val-
leys ... rather than simply accepting
gratefully any job offered.’

Central to the Neath Declaration’s
demands is the call for a democratic

assembly for Wales, a view supported
by speaker after speaker at the con-
ference.

‘The demand for an assembly is
not a diversion from bread and butter
issues,’ said one. ‘It signals our deter-
mination to address them.’

Unemployment

The Maastricht treaty was also dis-
cussed. The Declaration argues
against Maastricht’s insistence on
monetarist convergence, whichwould
lead 10 a Europe run by bankers, with
mass unemployment permanently
entrenched in areas like Wales.

Some speakers at the conference
took a different view. In particular,
Wayne David, MEP for South Wales,
described Maastricht as an ‘interna-
tionalist’ response to the dangers of
‘rampant nationalism’ in Europe.

Although recent events place a
question mark over the precise future
of Maastricht, issues such as the drive
towards Europe-wide price stability
and the construction of Fortress Eu-
rope are very much alive. The con-
ference indicated that a big debate on
these questions is opening up in the
Welsh labour movement.

The current economic and social
transtormation of the Valleys could, in
the words of the Declaration, ‘lead to
a weakening of the ties of labourism,

if not a complete break, is the ab-
sence of socialist renewal.’

The Declaration is a response by
the most forward thinking section of
the Welsh labour bureaucracy to this
possibility. In essence, it represents
an attempt at a renewal of labourism
of Wales.

The Declaration’s very ties to la-
bourism, however, mean that ulti-
mately it falls short of what is needed
in practical terms by the Welsh work-
ing class.

It calls for the regeneration of the
Welsh economy through better train-
ing, state intervention and EC re-
gional aid. While this approach is radi-
cal compared to government policy, it
amounts to little more than the post-
war state-led restructuring of the
Welsh economy which signally failed
to reverse the long term decline of the
Valleys.

But the Declaration’s demand for a
Welsh assembly and its call o ‘sweep
away the old paternalism’ of the
Welsh labour movement means that
the conference was the best oppor-
tunity in years for socialists to discuss
the key issues facing Welsh workers.

Hain made it clear that the con-
ference marked the beginning of a
process. lts is aprocess that all social-
ists in Wales shouid both welcome
and participate in.
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in theinability of normal ‘demo-
cratic’ politics to constrain the
struggle of the workers.

There is no great hidden se-
cret here; military dictatorship,
like fascism, is a last resort for a
ruling class threatened with the
loss of its power and privileges.

The mass movement conti-
nent-wide is now at a much
lower ebb than in the early
1970s. The Cuban-inspired
guerrilla groups have collapsed
and the workers’ movement has
suffered some spectacular de-
feats.

Out of step

But Brazil is out of step with
many of these trends. Struggle
during the twenty-year military
dictatorship was at a low level.
Meanwhile the partial indus-

trialisation of the country im-
mensely strengthened the social

weight of the working class.

The rebirth of Brazil’s wor-
kers’” movement, especially the
development of the PT and the
CUT, has produced a radical
generation of workers who have
not experienced massive de-
feats.

Impeachment

The campaign for the im-
peachment of corrupt yuppie
Collor has renewed mass radi-
calism among youth and stu-
dents.

A radical left government in
Brazil would be a tremendous
blow to imperialism. It would
knock back the myths of the
complete defeat of working
class struggle; it would have an
enormous impact world-wide,

cialist
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In Latin America itself it
would shake-off the demorali-
sing effects of the overthrow of
the Sandinistas in Nicaragua
and the stalemate in El Salva-
dor.

US aid

For this reason the Brazilian
bourgeoisie can expect massive
aid from the US to keep Lula
and the PT out of power.

But the military — already
primed up with generous pay
increases from the bankrupt
regime - is waiting in the wings
if media manipulation and elec-
toral fraud should fail.

As the experience of Allende
proved in the 1970s the question
of government in Latin America
cannot be abstracted from the
question of power—and to secure
power, a parliamentary ma-
jority is not enough. The mass
action of the working class is
essential — together with a
leadership prepared to carry
through the fight for a workers’
government.

Revolutionary

The PT is a mass radical so-
cialist party — way to the left of
European social democracy. It
has a powerful revolutionary
component.

But for all that it has a grow-
ing social democratic wing,
based on the parliamentary
fraction and some of its numer-
ous city and town councillors.

Much will depend on the out-
come of the political struggle
over the future course of this

party.
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Taking it to the streets: how to deal with the fascist threat

BNP take 20% in East

Home News

End by-election

by a local activist
The Isle of Dogs is the bit of
London’s East End that fills the
horseshoe bend in the River

Thames onthe ‘Eastenders’ intro.

What TV hasn't told you is that in the
council by-election of October 1, the
fascist British National Party candidate
polled 657 votes — 20 per cent of the
poll.
Liberal Democrat-run Tower Ham-
lets council has been prosecuted by
the Commission for Racial Equality for
aspects of its housing policy.

%M@

A more subtle policy has reduced
the numbers of black families moving
into the Liberal north of the borough
and sharply increased numbers
moving into Labour’s heartland in the
south.

Liberal Democrat ‘community
politicians’ working as ‘the Liberal
focus team’ have used this policy to
their own advantage on the Island,
blamjgg ‘homeless families’ for the
poor housing conditions of ‘Island
people’ and ‘sons and daughters'.

Their tactics undoubtedly con-
tributed to the high BNP vote, while

I

We welcome letters on any subject but please

keep them brief. Letters over 350 words will be

cut. Send your letters to: Socialist Outlook PO
Box 1109, London N4 2UU

Bad press for bikers

Paul Mattsson

winning only 1,178 votes for themsel-
ves.

Labour scraped a victory with 1,275
votes. The Smithites who hogged con-
trol of the campaign will probably be
satisfied with the result. However, a
large part of their campaign pandered
to racist pressure.

Labour’s first leaflet put across the
message that under the decentralised
housing system, they had housed
more ‘sons and daughters’ than the
Liberal Democrats in their areas.

Labour's failure to repudiate the
racism of their opponents also
bolstered the BNP vote.

Shock

It's been a shock to see the BNP
marching 40 strong through council es-
tates, chantmg ‘'stop the Asian
Invasion’ while teams leaflet blocks
along their route, just down the road
from Cable Street.

With little prospect of official support
from the mainstream parties, the local

community is organising to take on the
BNP,

Contact Island Committee Against

the Fascists ¢/o Island House, Roser-
ton Street London E14.

Asian taxi driver murdered

AN ASIAN taxi driver in Bir-
mingham was brutally

knitfed to death by three

racist thugs after going to the
aid of a workmate being
beaten up outside the Red
and White taxi base in the
city centre.

Two days after the killing last
month, some 3,000 people at-
tended prayer ceremony at the
Central Mosque, with 1,000 taxi
drivers forming a procession to
the scene of the murder.

Unfortunately, the Anti-Nazi
League (led by the Socialist
Workers Party) have prema-

turely called a demonstration
for October 10 without even
consulting relatives, in a sec-
arian bid to outflank CAREF, the
Anti-Racist Alliance and Anti-
Fascist Action.

This will only alienate the
black community and the
labour movement. Birmingham
CARF believes they should can-
cel the demonstration and par-
ticipate in a united front
memorial committee.

For more information, con-
tact TAMC/CARF, PO Box
1854, Camp Hill, Birmin-
gham B11 INJ.

—

Beatback o
midlands fascists!

by Jack Starkey and

Pete Bloomer
Labour movement activists in
Walsall, West Midlands, have
called an anti-nazi march and
rally in Bloxwich - a series of
isolated and impoverished
local housing estates — after a

frightening rise in organised

racist activity in recent

months.

Meanwhile, an action commit-
tee against police harassment is
gaining wide support in nearby
Sandwell following an alleged
police assault on an Asian family.

Fascists are operating openly,

~mounting Kilu Klux Klan-style
cross burnings, Blood and Honour

gigs, distribution of literature incit-

Ing race hate, and street paper

sales In a bid to recruit un-

employed and frustrated local
youth
The far rrght has had a base in
the area since Tory MP Enoch
Powell’s notorious ‘rivers of
blood’ speech in 1968, and is cur-
“rently being reinforced by resout-
- ces sent in from outside.
~ Walsall borough Labour Party
~andthe trades council are mobilis-
‘ing on October 31 to drive the
British National Party and National
Front rats back to their sewers.
Bloxwich is no Rostock, but un-
less the local black community is
defended now, the fascists will
gain in confidence and use the

areaas a baseto Spread its actrvrty
in the Midlands. Support from all

over the area is essential to buiid
the largest possible turnout.

In Sandwell, anti-racist activists
are accusing West Bromwich
police of physically attacking six
members of an Ahmed family after
breaking into their home following
a complaint about noise trom a
white neighbour.

A four year old chrld was
violently shaken and a 60 year old
women assaulted as the officers
shouted racist insults, it is
claimed. The family's mother and
an independent witness were ap-
parently detained for five hours

-and denied access to a solicitor.

Serious charges - including as-
sault — have now been laid against
tour members of the family. Two
days after the incident, some 1,000

“people attended a protest meetmg,
- leading to the formation of the ac-

tion committee. . E

A public rally has won support
from Labour councillors, the In-
dian Workers’ Assocuatron the
Campaign Against Racism and
Fascism, and the NALGO local
government union. Pickets of the
family’s court appearances have
been up to 70 strong. -

Bloxwich demo: Assemble
12.30, King George’s Park, Blox-
wich, and march to Walsall town
hall for a rally. Further information;
telephone 0922 22586. Ahmed
family information: Sandwell Ra-
cial Equality Council 021 525 1458
or Indian Workers’ Assocranon
021 551 4679. - =

HeI build Socialsf Oulook -

| AM disgusted and indeed mys-
tified as to why your ‘cartoon’ in
the July/August issue portrays a
biker as a stereotype nazi thug.
While there are undoubtedly
racist bikers, there are no more,
proportionately, than in any
other section of society.

If anything, bikers are less prone
to racism, and more often victims of
discrimination rather than pet-
petrators,

Some bikers do still wear nazi
regalia, but this is almost invariably
purely for the shock effect, or, in-
creasingly, simply because the
wearers have seen the same gear
worn in old photographs dating from
the sixties and seventies.

It is this era that wearers are iden-
tifying with and trying to recreate, not
the third reich.
| | have been a biker since the age
2007 1 was sacked from my last job
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for organising a trade union. At the
industrial tribunal, the bosses at-
tempted to procure photographs of
me in my motorcycle leathers to
demonstrate that | was not fit to work
for their posh company.

This despite the factthat | changed
into a suit on arrival every morning
and wore my hair short.

The Motorcycle Action Group
prohibits the sale or promotion of
racist merchandise at its functions.
Moves are afoot to deny membership
to those actively involved in promot-
ing racist or fascist activities.

In future, send your stereotyped
junk copy to the Tory shit-sheets of
Fleet Street, The Sun and Daily Mail,
where it belongs. Don't print it in a
publication which calls itself socialist.

Neil F. Liversidge
National Chairman,
Motorcycle Action Group
West Yorks

politically Irterq’re; Socialist Worker

| Come on you tight
bastards. Send some
money to the Socialist
Outlook fund drive.
Britain’s best left wing
paper is being produced
| on equipment that would
shame your local free- f,.s;
sheet. NUJ minimum f-¥X# 245
wages? Don’t make us/ Za<tH}
laugh. . S do e
One of our computers | i nent
broke down in Blackpool; \‘3#tsE
at best it'll cost a packet to
| repair, at worst it will need
to be replaced altogether.
Not only does Socialist
Outlook give you the same
old ‘kick out the Tories! front page banner head-
lines you already get everywhere else, we give
you the facts, figures and analysis to make the

case.
Not only do we tell you that the historical

crisis of mankind objectively re-
duces to a question of proletarian
leadership, we actively avoid Trot
jargon in doing so.

Our coverage of international is-
sues — frequently written by
Fourth Internationalist socialists
active in the country concerned —
#%\ is second to none. Okay, so we
sl don't publish any of Sean Mat-
L1 camna’s poetry. Nobody’s perfect.
gl We need eight grand fast. If the
sl inflow of funds continues at the
2J current rate, Britain will be out of
the recession before we get there.

It's down to you, the readers, to
cough up. You can (a) send large
cheques/postal orders/bundles of
used tenners to PO Box 1109, London N4 2UU;
(b) join our 300 Club regular prize draw for a
small monthly stake (details on page 11); (c) take
a regular bundle of the paper to sell at labour

movement meetings.




Real thing

In the last issue Low Down whinged about
the pay of GEC chairman Lord Weinstock.
But his four hundred thousand is nothing;

the chief executive of Coca Cola earns £37 |

million a year, according to figures released
last week.

Loony

Loony right ‘libertarian” Tory MP Teresa '

Gorman has made a practical demonstration
of her contempt for the all-powerful state.
She appears on Monday before Camberwell
magistrates charged with speeding, and
driving without a license or insurance.

Workhouse

More on the loony right. Pet Thatcherite
economist Prof. Patrick Minford comes clean
in last Monday’s FT. Victorian workhouses,
he says, ‘were very enlightened for the time’
and could be revived to cut public spending.
The learned professor also likes the Sun.

Enlightened

As the Manchester Piccadilly sackings show,
BR is a very enlightened employer. Rail
worker of 46 years Alex Bryson discovered
this when he went out for a lunch-time half
of shandy on his last day before early retire-
ment. He got sacked, losing his £20,000 gold-
en handshake.

Eventually he was reinstated. But col-

league Andy Lockwood (30 years service)

who had a pint of shandy stays sacked.™
Meanwhile a corruption trial at the Old
Bailey has been hearing of the lavish bribes
(booze, fags, slap-up meals, trips abroad, that
sort of thing) doled out to BR executives.

Integrity

One of the remarkable things about British
capitalism is the integrity of its public life.
Two examples came up this week.

The US senate sub-committee investigat-
ing the collapse of the BCCI bank, which
resulted in tens of thousands of people losing
their all, found that the Bank of England
‘colluded with the suppression of the true

facts’ about the bank. Including the fact that

it was widely used to launder drug money.
And last week an accountant working for

the Serious Fraud Office on the BCCI case

was jailed for trying to sell documents to one |

of the suspects.
Panic

Thousands of Italians withdrew their sav-
ings from banks in a panic last week amid

rumours that the government was going to |

freeze deposits. Rich families with suitcases
full of cash headed for Switzerland. Others

crossed into France to open depositaccounts |

denominated in French francs.
Cynic

Outlook’s computers have a very intelligent

spell-checker. Alternative spellings it flags |

up are ‘cynic’ for Kinnock, ‘lament” for La-
mont and even more politically astute,
‘bluer’ for Blair.

Nuclear shit

In April the sewage plant at the Trawsfy-
nydd nuclear station twice overflowed into a
nearby stream, according to the Health and
Safety executive. Why does a nuclear plant
have its own sewage works; and why is it a
potential nuclear hazard? Presumably there
is something about the workers’ natural dis-
charges which means it has to be segregated.

By Dave Osler

TRADE unions are down
but a long way from out,
two new industrial rela-
tions surveys
demonstrate. Resiliance
is most marked in the
public sector, with union
influence weakest in
private manufacturing.

Theresults of the semi-of-
ficial 1990 Workplace In-
dustrial Relations Survey -
sponsored by the Depart-
ment of Employment, the
Economic and Social Re-
search Council, the Policy
Studies Institute and con-
ciliation service Acas-—-have
just been released.

Union membership in the
national workforce

declined from 58 per cent in
1984 to 48 per cent. A
majority of manual

workers, 51 per cent com-
pared to 66 per cent in 1984,
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figure is 43 per
cent for non-
manual workers
(1984:51 per cent).

Since workplaces with
fewer than 25 employees
are excluded from the sur-
vey, these may be overes-
timates of up to 10 percent-
age points.

Numbers of workers
covered by collective bar-
gaining arrangements, and
shop stewards, closed
shops, and strike days are
all fewer.

Some 13 per cent of
workplaces are still 100 per
cent unionised (1984: 18 per
cent). The closed shop still
covers 4 per cent of manual
workers.

Some 10 per cent of

workplaces experienced a
strike (1984: 19 per cent),
with pay the main issue.
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Burnsall: struggle at the point of production

This figure, however,
reached 25 per cent in the
public sector — mainly in
local government and
higher education —~ but was
just 3 per cent of private sec-
tor workplaces. About one
third of strikes involve pick-

eting, considerably more
than in 1984. ~'

Recognition

Collective bargaining
still covers 54 per cent,
down from 71 per cent. Ac-
cording to WIRS, unions are
still recognised for collec-
tive bargaining in 53 per
cent of workplaces, with
marked declines in en-
gineering and the print.

Yet some of the WIRS
findingsare contradicted by

.........
...........

.................

a cross-Europe survey by
Cranfield business school
and accountants Price
Waterhouse, which found
that seventy per cent of
larger British employers
still recognise unions. This
figureisbroadlyinline with
the European average.

The preliminary findings
state:'The much-vaunted
predictions of the terminal
decline, or even death, of
the trade union movement
seem, to say the least, much
exaggerated.’

The three year compara-
tive study of 12 European
countries embraced 5,500
workplaces with over 200
employees in both the
private and public sectors.

However, in many cases,
only a minority of staff are
unionised. Only in Den-
mark, Spain, Ireland and
Portugal found more than
have of respondents report-
ing union density of over 50
per cent. The UK figure is
closer to 40 per cent.

British bosses take more
industrial = relations
decisions independently of
headquarters than their
continental counterparts,
with a higher degree of
centralisation evident in
southern Europe.
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Women and domestic violence

Ahluwalia out -
now free
Thornton

Kiranjit Ahluwalia was re-
leased on Friday September

25 after having served three
years in jail for the ‘murder’

of her husband. An Appeal
Court accepted her plea of
guilty to manslaughter after,
at her original frial having
been found guilty of murder.

But Kiranjit Ahluwalia is not - | BE% EN A LF E_ SﬁN.‘EN C E Fops. 'k

the only woman who has

been languishing in jail after ' V 'OLE'N‘T' M“RD&K 4 7& CM “ ‘Q“')\
killing her violent husband. = ( ﬁ_ S,
%BN\' IONARY SENTENCE ﬁ _

Sara Thornton and many S
others are still awaiting jus- | 78N ?
tice. i

Until women are provided
with a safe way out of viol-
ent relationships, many are
still going to be left with
choosing between jail and
being trapped into a life of
fear and pain. And with local
authorities cutting back on
funding for women’s re-
fuges, the choice becomes
even starker.
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Congratulations to Kiranjit
for her victory in the courts.
The next step is to free all
those other women, both
those in jail and those in viol-
ent relationships.

Stop violence against women

Natienal Demonstration

Saturday 10th October

- Assemble 12 noon, Tem ople Gardens, Embankment, London
For further information contact: 071 231 0415 or 071 375 2680. Called by the Campaign Agomst Domestic V|o|ence
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