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Major steals
Blair’s jobs

gimmick

By Helen Shaw

‘WE SHOULD be
tough on
platitudes and
tough on the
causes of
platitudes’ - .lohn
McDonnell

- ‘Not so much the
vision thing, as
the vacuum thing’
= Norman Fowler

“The man to
reconcile the
achievements of
the Thatcher era
with that strain in
labour which
owes more to
Methodism than
Marx’ - Daily
Telegraph.

“AS WE WAIT for the
prabable coronation of

Blair as next Labour
jeader, the debates on the

“left about who to vote for «

change each day, with
Prescott and Beckett
variously talking left or
right according to their
audience.

A few notable mistakes -
such as Beckett failing to
commit herself to the aboli-
tion of hospital Trusts whilst
speaking to UNISON, and
Prescott failing to state -
boldly his opposi-
tion to the anti-
trade union laws
despite attempt- |
ing to be theun-
ions’ darling

have done noth- | s
ing to distinguish ¢
the two contend-
ers against Blair.

More disturb-
ing are the things
Blair has said.

On full employment he
wants to reduce the costs to
the employer of hiring the
fong term employed. On in-
dustrial relations he says, in
line with John Monks of the
TUC, “We need a new social
partnership at work, where
management and employees
work together to achieve
common aims and goals’.

And ‘we need a modern
welfare state whichisa
springhoard hack to work and
does not entrench depend—
ency . &
What is there in-this that
distinguishes Blair from the
Tories? Very, very little if
anything at all. On the policy
free wish of making Labour
electable, Blair becommg
leader will result in Labour
once more being ambushed

Prescolt

by the Tories. |
Swathes of Labour activ-
ists are voting for Blair be-
cause he looks nice, because
he’s electable, because he -
doesn’t say anything con-
crete which will annoy the
Tory and Liberal Democrat
voters Labour thinks it has to
filch in order to form the next

~government.

But already the Tories are
presenting their Mr Nice,
from the wet side of the
party, in the form of Kenneth

Clarke. Hints of the contents

of Clarke’s autumn budget.
have already appeared in the
press. And what does it con-
tain? Surprise, surprise.

The cabinet have agreed

to make reform of the wel-

fare system a key theme of
the parliamentary session
starting In November. They
will also make a promise of
‘Tory Party commitment to
full employment.
Clarke has asked the treas-

ury to ‘improve incentives at

the lower end of the income

scafe’ with proposals to
tackle the ‘dependency cul-
ture’ and the ‘unemployment
trap’. Clarke believes the
government would save -
money in the long run by pro-
viding cash incentives to.
take people off welfare.
This new move by the gov-
ernment will be announced
by employment Minister
David Hunt at the TUC full

- employment conference held

on July 5. He will offer a |
‘partnership for jobs’ hetween
government, industry and the
Lnions.

Last year there was much
talk ot the ‘Clintonisation’ of
the Labour Party -
what we are now
also witnessing

| With the Tories
| poised to steal
A Labour’s thunder
1 yetagain the
fight against Blair
-and the modernis-
ers takes on
greater sngniflcance

Voting in the ieadership
- election against Blair is cru-
‘cial as an indication of oppo-
sition to Blair, but the left
must continue the fight in the
unions and the Labour Party
for left policies.

A few slogans are not
good enough. The left must

be armed with the arguments
‘to counter the Christian

Democrat style of Blair et al.
Above all it must fight for
the Labour Party to stand
with those trade unionists
taking strike action on the
railways and in the Post Of-
fice, those campaigning
against hospital closures and
defending the welfare state,

and for policies which cannot

he adapted by the Tories in
. the run up to the next Gen-
eral Election.

. | isthe ‘Clintonisa-
_{ tion’ of the Tories!
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By Kathy Kirkham

“HUMAN Rights Outrage”

says the giant banner over
the road as you approach the

Campsfield immigration
prison at Kidlington near
Oxford.

To protest that outrage doz-

ens of people took part in a
boisterous “‘Drum Out” 4t the
Campsfield immigration prison
at Kidlington on June 25.
Demonstrators banged pots
and pans, drums and other mu-

-sical instruments, as well a
“hanging a giant “Close Down

Campsfield” banner, visible to
the detainees, on the perimeter
fence.

- Much to the infuriation of

: yellow-hehneted Group 4 secu-
_ 11ty guards, detainees heard the
noise and drummed back their

greetings.
The day after the last demon-

stration there were distrubances
~1n the prison and 200 riot police

moved 1 to attack prisoners
(see back page).

Group 4 heavies equipped
with a video camera came out-
side the perimeter fence to ask
the demonstrators to leave, an
mvitation which was ignored

~with studied good humour.

Unfortunately the demon-
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stration ended on a sour note as
one of the participants in the
permanent camp outside the pe-
rimeter fence, Emma West-
wood, was arrested for
allegedly etching a large
“Close Down Campsfield’’ slo-
gan in the green paint on the
front gate.

The demonstration came
seven months after Campsfield
was opened, to provide an extra

200 places for immigration

prisoners, detained as asylum
seekers or for alleged infringe-
ment of the racist immigration
laws. |

The Close Down Campsfield

Campaign estimates that, sub-

sequent to lat month’s hunger
strikes when a number of de-
tainees were moved out, the
detention centre is nearly full to
its 200 capacity agam |
As a further sign of the gov-
ernment’s growing offensive
against alleged immigration of-
fenders, it has been learned that

Rochester prison is to establish

an 83-bed wing for detainees
within a month, and after that a

turther 200 detainee places are

to be created.

New wings

This comes after the news of
another four immigration de-
tainee wings at to be set up at

established prisons. |
Demonstrations will be held
on the last Saturday of each
month, to keep up the pressure
and to support those at the per-
manent camp. The Campsfield
Human Rights Camp wants
people to visit or to stay to raise
the morale of the dozen people
who have been keeping it going
and to help broaden support for
it. |
Says Chris Park at the camp:

“We welcome anyone who can

join us whether for a few hours
or a few days.”

The camp is operating under
threat of eviction. It is on Home
office land and participants
were served lat week with a
48-hour notice to quit. There
will be a hearing of a notice of

- eviction at the Royal Courts,

The Strand, London at 2pm on
7 July. The hearing will be pre-
ceded at 12 noon by a protest
lobby.

People unable to join or visit
the camp can show their soli-
darity by phoning the camp on
0374 946031, or by writing to
Campsfield Human Right
Camp, Langford Lane,
Kidlington, Oxon.

B Mobilise for the next
demonstration outside
Campsfield on Saturday

30 July, 12 noon.
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A FEW weeks ago over 100,000
people mobilised for an Anti-Nazi
League carnival. This of course was
a tremendous step is demonstrating
the support for mass anti-fascist sen-
timent. By contrast the recent dem-
onstration outside Campsfield
immigration prison, although sym-
bolically very important, mobilised
only around 500.

It is not surprising that anti-fascism is
easier to understand than the racism of
the state, and especially of the immigra-
tion laws, for many young people com-
1ing into politics for the first time.

More difficult to understand 1s the
abstention of big sectors of the left on
the struggle against state racism. Organ-
isations like the SWP/ANL and Mik-
tant’s Youth Against Racism in Europe
evidently orientate to what will get more
immediate support. But such short-term
blinkers are ultimately self-defeating:
state racism and fascism in Britain and
the whole of Europe have a symbiotic
relationship, feeding one another.

The fertile ground for fascism 1s
created by the 1deology of 1nstitu-
tionalised state racism. In particu- ‘}
lar, throughout the new “‘Fortress
Europe’” harsh laws against asylum
seekers and refugees proclamm the
samme message - that “‘we’’” are un-
der threat from a flood of economic
migrants from the third world and
eastern Europe. The poor and dis-
possessed want to come to use

“our’ health service and take our
jobs, they claim.

Anti-immigrant

In Italy the symbiosis between
the ideology of Fortress Europe
and the fascists can be easily seen;
there 1s a continuum between the
anti-immigrant and anti-foreigner
approach of the Northern League
and the outright fascism of the Na-
tional Alliance. -

In Britain the BNP nazis and other
- fascist groups organise and inspire racist
attacks which are a constant danger to
sections of the black community. But
immigration laws are also a constant
danger, in many ways a more persistent
and threatening danger, to the black

Why anti

ot
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-fascism is not
~enough to beat racism

RS
2
a *,

........

..............

community.
Black people arrested for any offence

are now likely to have their immigration

status checked. Suspicion of “‘overstay-
ing’’ is being used by the police as the
new ‘‘sus’’ law to stop and harass black
people. As the mass arrest of Jamaicans

last Christmas showed, black people just

Donations roll in for

memorial to Bob Smith

“I shall miss Bob and en-
close a small token of com-
memoration. It is post-dated
to match payment of my pen-

“A man of great charm and

deep conviction politi-
cally..”

One of the many messages
which Socialist Outlook has re-
ceived ahout the death of Bir-
mingham supporter Bob Smith
came from retired teacher
David Spilshury last week. He
writes:-

“I bought a copy of Social-
ist Outlook at last night’s Bir-
mingham District Labour
Party meeting and learned for
the first time of the death of

Bob Smith. It wa a great

- shock. |
warmth personally, and “| have known Bob since
the mid-1970s when we were
involved in ANL in Birming- sion.”
ham and setting up Birming-
ham CARF.

“Bob was 3 dedicated anti-
racist and anti-fascist, a man
of great charm and warmth
personally, and deep convic-
tion politically. We met often,
on demonstrations and meet-
ings and he never failed to be
friendly and comradely, while
always raising pertinent politi-
cal issues.

you ¢an to:

Socialist Outlook is honour-
ing Bob Smith by producing a
memorial volume of writings
on racism and facism, and
raising a fund to continue his
political work.

Please send as much as

visiti'ng this cOuntry are likely to be Maybe there are many people who

summarily arrested and detainedin ~ will oppose the fascists but don’t under- ————

the Fortress Europe clampdown. stand the struggle against state racism.

Immugration officers now have  There 1s no need for left wing and revo-
enormous discretion to detain —  lutionary organisations to be similarly
indefinitely— anyone seeking asy-  confused.
lum 1n this country. Last year six
thousand people were processed 1n
immigration prisons like Haslar,
Harmondsworth and Campsfield.
And every year the toll of deporta-
tions, including of immigrants
‘whose presence 1s deemed “‘not to
‘be-conducive to the public good”
goes on. |

Of course the struggle against
the fascists 1s very important, and
anti-fascist activity needs to be
supported. But the same applies to
the struggle against the ideology
and practices which give the fas-

Unemployment

In the end the fight against racism and
fascism also needs to become a fight
against the social conditions which give
rise to it — and 1n particular unemploy-
ment. The way in which the labour
movement and much of the left have
stmply accepted mass unemployment as
a fact of life 1s stunning.

The French campaign which mobi- |
lised 40,000 people on the streets five

with no loss of pay made a material

weeks ago in favour of a 35-hour week |

contribution to the fight against the so-
cial conditions which give rise to racism
and fascism. They want to spread their
campaign to the whole of Europe. We
should do everything possible to support
them. |

cists a new lease of life.

How can the SWP/ANL say
“never again’ about the persecu-
tion of racial minorities when they
don’t lift a finger to 4did the fight
against Campsfield and the immigration

e

no need to coun-
terpose  the
struggle against
fascism to the
struggle against
state racism.

-—
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Socialist Outlook, PO Box

1009, London N4 2UU. make
cheques out to “Bob Smith .
Memorial Fund”.

Bob Smith
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Michael Howard’s
controversial new
Criminal Justice Bill
will be enacted before
Parliament goes into
its summer recess. to
find out more, HELEN
SHAW spoke to
Liberty’s CONOR
FOLEY

THE TORY GOVERN-
MENT has a wide ranging
agenda behind the Criminal
Justice and Public Order Bill
which 1s likely to be on the

statute book by August.
Crime has increased mas-

sively over the past 15 years

and 1its particularly galling for a

party that prides itself on law

and order to have presided over
that.

Their simplistic answer is to
give the police more powers
and the defendant fewer rights.

This does not work, the po-
lice have been given more and
more powers by the Tories yet
crime has continued to in-
crease. There’s clearly an ele-
ment of populism here, a kind
of saloon bar approach to law
and order.

The really outrageous part of"

the process is their response to
the Royal Commission on
Criminal Justice. It was set up

in March 1991 because concern

about the wrongful conviction
of innocent people had reached
such a fever pitch that funda-

mental reform was necessary.

For all its faults the Commis-

sion argued that the right to
silence should be retained.

By proposing abolition the
government 1s ignoring the evi-
dence. of miscarriages of jus-

66, July 1994, Page 4

t’s criminal about
Tories’ new ‘Justice’ BlII

Pratests hke ﬂght agamst lhe M11 cauld fall Iaul of the new Iaws

tice, the bulk of the legal pro-
fession and the Royal Commis-
sion recommendation.

When the Bill was published
Liberty immediately focused
on the right to silence taking out
newspaper adverts and organis-
ing lobby’s. The workload is
overwhelming with over two
hundred cases where we be-
lieve the safety of conviction is

in doubt.
We made alliances with in-

" dividual family campaigns.

They were primarily organised
by working class people, dis-
proportionately from ethnic mi-
norities. If the right to silence

- 1s abolished there will be even

more miscarriages of justice.
In public order terms we’ve

been arguing that the govern-

ment is attempting to criminal- .

ise diversity and dissent with
the Bill. This government has
played the race card and the
trade union card repeatedly.

It has run out of enemies and
we think that in scapegoating
people whose lifestyles are dif-
ferent — the stereotype of

- crusties with dogs on a bit of

string they are creating a new
enemy within all young people.

It fits into a general Conser-
vative ethos which is hostile to

diversity and dissent, which 1s
conformist, which 1s deferen-
tial and which considers multi-
culturalism to be something to
be frowned upon rather than
something to be celebrated. It
1s an ideological piece of legis-
lation promoting the present

g .
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Home Secretary Howard
governments vision of a bland
conformist society.

What’s been remarkable is
that the idea that young people

~are not interested in politics,

has been completely con-
founded. On May 1, over
10,000 people demonstrated

~against the Bill in Trafalgar

Square.
The demonstration was built

Local government
workers It's time for
actlon'

By :Paful, 'w°zny;

Hampshire UNISON

JEAN GELDART,
Joint-Chair of UNISON’s
Local Government
Executive got a rough ride

from delegates at a

Southern Region
“consultation” meeting on

Tuesday, 28 June.
The “insulting” pay offer,

‘working out at 3.2% over two

years, Is the lowest offer in
the public sector. Delegates
blamed the weakness and in-
competence of the national

leadership for the disastrous
offer.

National negotiations will
resume on July 6. Manage- -
ment are not expected to sub-
stantially improve their offer.
UNISON members must be on
their guard, the national lead-
ershlp may use any conces-
sion as an excuse to accept
the offer.

The Southern Region of UNI-
SON demanded a fighting re-
sponse to the offer. Key
demands include:-

@ A flat rate pay increase
of £750 for this year, no two
year deal.

@ Arecall Local Govern-

ment Conference to
decide on a pro-
gramme of industnal

@ Separate ballot-
ing of the manual and white-
collar sections, for industrial
action.
Most UNISON members
want unified pay and condi-
tions for the two sectors. Un-
fortunately, the UNISON
leadership have been playing
the sectors off against each
other in order to sabotage any
potential action.

Although the pay offers for
the two sectors are identical
and the settlement dates are

almost entirely by word of

mouth. Since then we’ve had
people speaking at marches and
rallies on a weekly basis. At
Glastonbury it was the political
issue that everyone was talking
about.

The next stage will be when
the bill reaches the statute
books — probably July 21. The
Jatest information 1s that as
soon as the new Labour leader

is elected the government will

enact the Criminal Justice and
Public Order Bill and put par-
liament into recess.

We plan to have a Public

‘Order monitoring project in
" place by the beginning of Au-

gust to collect and publish in-
formation on what the police
are actually doing and send le-
gal observers to events because
we think that their presence
will embarrass the police when
they come to enforcing their
New powers.

We will also be seeking to
draft a bill to safeguard the
right to peaceful protest aimed
at safeguarding peoples right to
engage in non-violent direct ac-
tion.

There has been complacency
and a lack of understanding in

the labour movement about the
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- action. | | Time to fight again far pubhc sector pay

due to be equalised in 1996,
there has beenno move fo
unify the national conditions

for the two sectors or any strat-

egy by the national leadership
to bring it about.

UNISON’s leadership are
cynically manipulating the
manual sector. They are using
a separate consultation proce-
dure for the different sectors
to postpone any possible bal-

lot for industrial action until af-

ter September 1, the current
seftlement date for that sector

way ‘aggravated trespass’ can
be used. Importantly it can be
used against pickets. The trade
unions should be explaining the
implications of the Bill to their
members and shop stewards.
If the employer owns the
pavement pickets are commit-
ting the offence of ‘aggravated

trespass’ and the police can ar-

rest them or tell them to move.
If they don’t they are commit-
ting another criminal offence.
It’s been an uphill struggle get-
ting those arguments across and
I think we probably haven’t
yet. h
What can be done now 1is to
see how the Bill 1s enacted by
having observers out there and
that depends on resources.
Now we really need people to
join Liberty because we’re just
totally overstretched.

What we say to the direct
action people is ‘keep on keep-
ing on’. We’ve argued that this
is a fundamental assault on peo-

-ple rights -~ that its going to

criminalise numerous activities
but we don’t want to scare peo-
ple out of activity.

It’s a bit like Section 28

. which has been interpreted as a

threat and has curbed the activ-
ity of local authorities because
they have allowed it to.

In terms of aggravated tres-
pass, well there’s Dolly at

- Wanstead who’s 90 who’s

commutting the offence. Are
they going to put her in prison
for three months? For trespass-
ing 1n her own home. Either
they will do it, bring the law
into disrepute and make mar-
tyrs of people or they won’t in
which case should be repealed.
This is definitely the start of the
more active phase of the cam-
paign.

Hl More mformatlon -
from: Liberty, 21 Tab-
ard Street, London SE1.

S

(the white-collar settlement
date is July 1). UNISON activ-
ists must fight for a unified
pay campaign. But it must be
a fighting unity. I1f we wait un- .
til September, we risk demor-
alisation in the stronger,
‘White collar sector, which
could mean no action is
taken.

We must move to ballot for
industrial action in the white
collar sector as soon as possi-
bie. Any delay only plays into
the hands of management




Benefit staff stay solid

| BENEFIT workers in Birmingham are still out on
strike after 14 weeks. A menth ago the Labour
council instructed Councillor Bill Gray to try and

negotiate a settlement.

These talks have been tedious and slow. However on
June 30 the negotiators excelfled themselves hy making a
derisory offer which will only benefit 37 out of the 300
staff. A large members’ meeting of UNISON unanimously

rejected this offer.

Signal
staff step

up fight

By Greg Tucker,

RMT Southern
District Secretary

The RMT signalworkers
strike has heen 100 per
cent successful in terms of
RMT members called out.
The only way trains have
run has been by pressure
being applied to supervi-
sors and managers to work
the signal hoxes.

In many cases this has
meant the service being run
by people who are not prop-
erly trained in their operation.

The RMT has raised the
matter with the Health and
Safety Executive who have so
far ignored them.

-~ The union has decided to

ballot supervisors in response
- to the unreasonable pressure
being applied on them to do
this work.

| Lies
Railtrack have continually
lied about what’s on offer in
the negotiations. The public
perception of Railtrack incom-
petence is actually partofa

deliberate strategy to con- -
fuse.

In the last round of negotia- |

tions Railtrack purported to
be offering a six per cent
award worth over £4 mlllion

in fact none of this is new
money and at best could only
be seen to he a three and a
half per cent increase for a
limited period. Many staff
would be taking a wage cut.

However much this galls
the RMT bureaucracy even
they can’t stomach this offen-
sive offer. |

The General Grades com-
mittee agreed to extend the
dispute by instigating a spe-
cial strike fund, organising a
rally and demonstration, pro-
ducing a leaflet forMass dis-
tribution to the public and on
Monday 4 July will discuss
further action which will in-
clude moving to two days of
strike action per week - prob-
ably Tuesday and Thursday.

Green light

That the dispute has got
this far is to the credit of the
feft in the union. These deci-

sions now give the green light

for the broader lahour move-
ment to build solidarity and
what we want to see now is
the formation of support com-

~ mittees to help get the mes-
sage across, to raise money

for the strike fund and to build
the demonstration. =
The government has cho-

sen this dispute as the fight to

have over the pay freeze and

- the labour movement mustdo

’everytlling it can to ensure
the signal workers win.
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First class action

Byﬁ a postal worker

A WAVE of unofficial dis-

putes in the Post Office this

summer has shown the con-
tinued militancy of UCW
members faced with the
threat of postal privatisation.

The disputes have touched

every part of the country and
ranged from a few hours to
several days.

At the end of June a walk out
in Milton Keynes over the re-
cruitment of casuals to cut over-
time payments showed the
determination of UCW mem-
bers not to bow down to Royal

Mail management’s bullying

tactics. Despite a court injunc-
tion by the end of the week 18
offices were involved in strike
action.

With the very real threat ofa
national dispute the manage-
ment made a number of guaran-
tees to the UCW that the
recruitment of casuals would be
negotiated and that nobody

would be victimised - as aresult

of this Milton Keynes returned

‘to work.

‘When they returned to work

‘Royal Mail management in-

sisted on their right to recruit an
unlimited number of casual
workers to clear the backlog of

- mail. The response was another
- walk out by Milton Keynes
UCW . members that quickly

- ) .

fights Mail sell-off

spread to Northampton.

The management withdrew
some of the threats and the
members voted to return to
work. The strike was a deter-
mined stand against a manage-
ment attack which was clearly
in defiance of the law.

The backdrop of this dispute
i1s the change of Post Office

management’s tactics in the run
up to postal privatisation. It is
no coincidence at the number of

- disputes in the Post Office. The

management 1s openly in favour
of postal privatisation as shown
by their enthusiastic support for
Michael Heseltine’s Green pa-
per on postal services.

This i1s encouraging local
managers to take a more ag-
gressive attitude. The response
from UCW members is grow-
ing increasingly confident with

‘each dispute as shown by the

solidarity shown to Milton
Keynes. |
This makes a full scale con-

frontation possible, but it is

clearly not what the UCW lead-

‘ership wants.

The UCW’s response to the
Green Paper has been to step up
its campaign with the slogan *
Save the Post Office, write a
letter”’. The UCW wants to mo-
bilise the widespread opposi-
tion to privatisation by
organising an intensive cam-

paign of public activity during

the summer period.
The UCW’s aim will be to

get a clear commitment from a
number of Tories to vote
against the Heseltine preferred
option of 51 per cent privatisa-
tion. This is taking the union
down the dangerous path al-
ready followed by the miners in
October 1992. |

It i1s quite likely that the
UCW will successfully mobi-

lise public opinionin opposition

to privatisation and even com-
mit a number of Tory MPs to
oppose it. But when faced with
defeat the government are quite
capable of moving the goalposts
by a few percentage points of
privatisation to win over trou-
blesome backbenchers.

There i1s clearly a need for a
tactical debate within the UCW

~about how to make the cam-

paign against privatisation most

effective. The UCW will be

demobilised if it rules out the

use of industrial action in the

face of aggressive management
attacks and likely tactical shifts
by Heseltine.

The UCW should be quite
upfront that it is quite prepared

to use industrial action as part -
of the campaign to defeat priva-
tisation whatever tactic is used

to make the strike “legal”.

This would strengthen the
campaign by mobilising UCW
members for positive action to
stop any privatisation and catch
the imagination of millions of
workers looking for an issue to
attack the government. -

Women'’s p|t protest continues at Park3|de gates

By Sheila Gregory,
'Lancs WAPC

IN THE EARLY morning of 24

June, people gathered in
Newton le-Willows to em-

bark on the latest successful

action defending Parkside
colliery. It is a profitable pit;
the last deep mine in Lanca-
shire.

We aimed to take control of
the pit lanes again, in order to
obstruct limestone intended for

filling in the pit shafts. Once the
shafts are filled, the coal at Park-
side will be Iost forever. It will
squander both 2,000 jobs and a
natural asset.

Seventy of us quietly walked
down the road then surged

through the gates. The gates had

been hastily erected a month
earlier when bailiffs and police
evicted the pit camp from Park-
side. Security guards tried to
prevent us getting onto the pit
while police stood by, awaiting
orders.

After we sat blocking the lane,

police and security guards
turned back the lorries of stone.

While Lancashire Women

Against Pit Closures and their
supporters sent out for seventy
breakfasts, reporters asked for

the usual mterwews Another-

success!

British Coal however weren't
so happy. Colliery manager
Nixon raced over to get a War-

rington Court order to remove

us. By lunch he was back, sent
packing by the judge without his
order, to hear us refuse to leave
once more.

By noon, the lorries we were

turning back had been stopped
at source.

We had clapped and cheered |
each other as we had blocked the

only entrance to the pit. Our dis-

cipline, exact planning and de-

termination has once again won
the day. We left at five.

British Coal, not knowing
when we would return, sent no
further lorries that day or Satur-
day before a slower delivery of
the limestone started on Monday
lunchtime.

‘The pit camp continues

* round-the- clock, just 20 vards
- from the spot we started 18

months earlier. It is a rallying
point for or fight for the pit. From

the camp we go out and support

the struggles of others. This is
how we have grown and suf-
vived. Our supporthas increased
as we have joined others in
struggle.

Our fight to save Parkside will
continue as long as the twin tow-
ers stand, and the mineshafts
remain unfiiled. We fight for our
communities. Parkside belongs
to them. It belongs to us all.

| sell-out deal |
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South African

unions seek unity

By Charlie van

WHILE the attention of the

‘world has, understandably,

been fixed on the historic
political transformation in
South Africa, the trade un-
ion movement has been gird-
ing itself for the struggles
which still lie ahead in the
industrial field.

At a meeting of the full ex-

ecutives of the three most 1m-

- portant trade union federations

~ Cosatu, the Federation of
South African Labour (Fedsal)
and the National Council of
Trade Unions (Nactu) — on

‘April 15, a broad consensus

was reached on the national pri-

orities and policies of the labour
movement.

The meeting also took 1m-

portant steps towards trade un-

ion unity.
Co-operation between
Cosatu and Fedsal began during

the . campaign against VAT.

The setting up of the National
Economic Forum and the re-
structuring of the National
Manpower Commission drove
home the need for progressive
sections of the movement to
have common positions on a
range of crucial economic and
labour issues, such as the fight
against lock-outs, centralised
collective bargaining and
GATT negotiations.

Kick-start

The move towards trade un-
10n unity was given a kick-start
by the establishment of a single
employers’ federation in
March.

The election result has also
lessened the tensions within the

movement between sections

supporting different polmcal
tendencies.

The dynamics of social
change - at national, sectoral
and shop floor, have forced the
movement to take the issue of
trade union unity more seri-
ously.

There was general recogni-
tion that the pot-election period
will bring new problems and
that “‘political affiliations will

not be allowed to stand in the CheTno R e e e i e

way of workers unity”’.

Two other union federations
were not involved 1n the April
15 meeting , The Federation of
Independent Trade Unions
(FITU) and the South African
Federation of Labour (Sacol).

FITU has previously refused
to be part of any other federa-
tion because of their alleged
partisanship towards one or
other political organisation; and

Salcol is an all-white union.

The meeting of the three ma-
jor federations decided to work
with other unions, but not to
allow their non-involvement to
delay the unity process.

A task group, consisting of
the office-bearers of the three
federations, was set up to pro-
duce detailed proposals for the

unity process.

“One industry, One union’ is basic demand

It was also agreed to opena
debate within each of the three
federations.

The trade union movement
recognises that despite the ex-
istence of a democratically-
elected government, the bosses:
remain a powerful force in
South Africa and that this
power can only be curbed by a
united working class.

By Paul Walker ~

The latestin Nigeria’s succes-
sion of military leaders Gen-
eral Sani Abacha attended
Mandela's accession to
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power in Pretona in what was
seen as a public provocation
to the mass movement for
democracy in Nigeria.

For most of its 34 year post-
colonial independence Nigeria
has been ruled by a succession
of mllttary regimes W|th the oc-
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AUGUST 14 marks the 25th anniversary of

| the re-deployment of British troops onto the
| streets of the North of Ireland. 25 years of

! bloodshed, repression, division and grief.

: On August 13 people in Britain will
 demonstrate for British withdrawal from

1 Ireland and the right of the Irish people to

| self-determination.

i Assemble at I(onnin.gion Park (Oval tube)
12 noon, SATURDAY August 13

|

: The march organisers (Troops Qut

I Movement, Irish in Britain Representation
 Group, Labour Party Irish Society, Women &
] Ireland, are inviting sponsorship from

| individuals and labour movement

: organisations. Early sponsors include the

Socialist Campaign Group of MPs.

Send donations/ seek details from
BM T.0.M., London WC1N 3XX
Tel 071-609-1743.

I
i
l
L e e e e e e e e e e e e e e

1

casional temporary foray into
quasi-democratic rule.

The latest experiment was the
democratic elections of June
1993, which were clearly won by
Moshood Abiola’s Social Demo-
cratic Party and annulled by the
military two weeks later.

Today, Nigeria stands on the
brink of general strikes, regional
insurrection and fierce military
repression. The problem for the
miitary leadership, the IMF and
the oil companies is that the
workers and peasants of Nigeria
take seriously the talk of demo-

cratic transition in Africa and

their patience is running out.
Striking for
democracy

As we go to press the oil and
gas workers of Nigeria are pre-
paring to strike to bring down the
military regime.

Aware that events in South
Africa would impact on Nigeria,
Abacha instituted local elections
for a national constitutional as-
sembly in early 1994 with the
supposed remit of deciding how
the transition to democracy
would take place.

The elections were boycotted
with many Nigerians sceptical of
the process and no longer be-
lieving promises that have been
broken a thousand times before
— re-inforced by the an-
nouncement that the military
would have the rightto nominate
one third of the 273 delegates to
attend the assembly.

Parallel to this strategy has
been increasing repression
against the leadership of the
Campaign for Democracy and
the newly formed National
Democratic Convention. Abiola

has been arrested after coming
out of hiding and several sena-
tors critical of the military have
also been taken into detention. In
a clearl build up to wide spread
repression Abacha visited the
main barracks of the Nigerian
military and police force (trained
by the British military) to an-
nounce a 40% pay rise.

Nigeria’s ‘Kuwait’ |

Repression is most severe in
oil rich south east Nigeria.
Known as “Nigeria’s Kuwait” the
local environment has been dev-
astated by drilling and produc-
tion activities carried out by Shell
and Chevron oil companies.

The Movement for the Sur-

‘vival of the Ogoni People

(MOSOP) demands for basic en-
vironmental and social rights
were met with repeated massa-
cres of the people and the arrest
of its leaders.

Since May more than 50
members of the Ogoni ethnic
group have been executed dur-
ing security forces attacks on
thirty Ogoni villages in south
east Nigeria.

This offensive, knowh as
“Restoration of Law and Order in
Ogoniland”, indicates an intensi-

fication of military activity in a

region which borders an area of
disputed oil-rich land with
Cameroon.

It is not out of the question
that Cameroon’s much more
powerful neighbour could stir-
up a military conflict to divert
attention away from the political
and financial crisis at home.

Economic chaos

Military spending has quadru-
pled as a percentage of GNP and

Power struggle ahead In
Nigeria’s drilling fields

hea!th spending decreased by a
third since 1970. The Nigerian
economy is riddled with corrup-
tion. Such rich picking are, of
course, what remains after the
IMF and the World Bank has ex-
propriated most of the economic
surplus without the opposition
of the Nigerian ruling class.

For the multinationals this
was not so much of a problem as
long as the oil flowed and the
rigour of IMF structural adjust-
ment programmes were adhered
to. Now even that has ended. In
a panicked attempt to control a
disintegrating economy the mili-
tary has recently increased direct
control over scare foreign ex-

change and export finance in an

attempt to prevent food short-
ages in urban centres in an at-
tempt to pacify growing
dissatisfaction with the eco-
nomic chaos.

British arms

After Abacha’s formal seizure
of power in October 1993 the
British government cut off devel-
opment grants but agreed to
maintain the supply of Mark 3
Tanks produced by Vickers in
Newcastle and Leeds. |

Imperialism understands
where its long term interests lie
— with the Nigerian ruling class
which is subservient to interna-
tional capital and which-stands
for repression of movements led
by workers’ action towards the
resolution of any significant
democratic demands.

Do not be surprised if the
blood of Nigerian workers and
peasants is spilt at the hands of
the British-trained Nigerian mili- -
tary and with the use of British
supplied military equipment.
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Chinese workers
challenge “mark

By Paul Clarke

CHINA'’S economy is the
fastest-growing in the
world, recording scores of
more than 13 per cent

growth in 1992 and 1993.

No more dramatic example
could be found of the dictum
that economic growth, without
a profound change in the social
relations i1n society, cannot
alone improve the conditions of
the working class.

For economic growth in
China 1s accompanied by a
huge attack on fundamental
gains of the Chinese revolu-
tion. |

The attempt to move to a
market economy is resulting in

~millions of workers being

made redundant and a huge
growth in the numbers of urban.
and rural unemployed.

In 1993 in Heilongjiang
province alone more than two
million workers were sacked.
Private entrepreneurs are re-
placing state-owned firms with
thousands of sweatshops,
which have low wages, long
hours and unsafe working con-
ditions.

The use of illegal child la-
bour 1s an epidemic. And the
numbers of workers killed or
injured in industrial accidents
has risen dramatically.

To make matters worse, 13
per cent economic growth is
accompanied by inflation at
around 20 per cent a year, eat-
ing away at the livelihood of
every worker. |

Strikes

Chinese workers are not tak-
ing this offensive lying down.
Since March of this year there
have been major strikes and
go-slows 1n Shenyang, Dalian,
Hengdu, Shenzhen and other
major cities.

Labour unrest 1s particularly
acute in the north east of the
country, the centre for many of
the state-owned heavy indus-
tries. More than 300 strikes
and protests occurred in march
and April this year in the north
east provinces of Anhui,

- Heilongjiang, Gansu, Liaon-

ing, Shaanxi and Sichuan.
Some of these strikes lasted
more than 40 says and invoived
more than 200,000 people.
According to China Labour
Bulletin there have been two
huge protest demonstrations in-
volving tens of thousands of
people 1n the industrial towns
of Harbin and Qiqiha’er, both
in Heilongjiang province. One

‘report said that some workers

committed suicide in front of
government officials, while
others chanted ‘““We want to
survive, we want to eat’’.
Nothing scares China’s Sta-
linist leaders more than organ-
ised labour protests. Some of
the harshest prison sentences
doled out after the 1989
Tienanmin Square massacre
was against organisers of the
Federation of Autonomous

‘Trade Unions.

Thus Communist party lead-
ers have attempted to head-off
the present wave of protest by
extending unemployment
benefits and passing new laws
protecting workers living con-
ditions. These however are
mainly symbolic.

Another ploy has been to
heap the blame on ““foreign en-
trepreneurs’’ and to encourage
unionisation of new enterprises
by the tame official All-China
Federation of Trade Un-
ions.But ““‘unofficial’’ labour
activism 1is still being harshly
repressed and workers’ dem-
onstrations brutally broken up.

State-owned

More than two thirds of all
Chinese workers still work in
state-owned 1ndustries, giving
the lie to claim by many ex-
Maoists that capitalism has al-
ready been restored.
Nonetheless China’s leaders
aim to subordinate the state
sector to the “laws of the mar-
ket” by making them compete
against de-regulated private
firms. |

Official government esti-

mates claim that 20 million of

the 109 million state workforce
are “‘surplus to requirements”’.
Others say that this 1s a massive
underestimate. |
The structure of employ-
ment will change drastically as
the “iron rice bowl” is gradu-
ally broken. Large numbers of
workers 1n state industry, up to
40 per cent, are ‘‘non-core”
workers, employed in com-
pany nurseries, clinics, cafes
and other facilities which have
ben part of the employment

gains made by Chinese work-

ers since the 1949 revolution.

Bankruptcies

These ‘“‘non-core” workers
will gradually be eliminated.
But the crunch 1ssue, as in Rus-
sia, will be whether the govern-
ment allows state-owned firms
to go bankrupt. Since 1988,
1000 enterprises have been al-
lowed to close down on finan-
cial grounds.

But this in China’s huge
economy 1s a tiny number. For
the moment the central bank
continues to pay out subsidies
to state enterprises.

So long as the rules of the
market are applied, this cannot
continue. According to the
State Statistical Bureau 34.2
per cent of all state firms made
a “loss” 1n 1992, and that fig-
ure had increased to 49.6 per
cent in 1993,

With a state budget deficit of
$15bn a new clampdown on
central government subsidies is
in the offing, with the potential
for huge numbers of bankrupt-
cies.

Official statistics claim that

unemployment i1n China is 2.6

per cent. But these figures do

e e

not include around 200 million
“surplus” rural workers, un-
able to find jobs. Mechanisa-
tion and the vastly improved
efficiency of agriculture since
the 1979 reforms have created
a rural employment crisis.

Anestimated 30 million peo-
ple have drifted from the coun-
tryside to the cities to become
the new urban poor, unem-
ployed and forced into a mar-
ginal, squalid existence in
ghettoes, especially in the
coastal towns.

About 30 million Chinese
work 1n foreign-owned firms,
but this is on 5 per cent of the
workforce; 10 million new
workers come onto the labour
market each year.

As a result of all these
changes the social fabric of
China is rotting. Corruption
among national and local party
cadres 1n rampant, and law and
order is totally breaking down.

The police are deeply in-
volved 1n criminal activities in
every major city. Travellers
are regularly shaken-down by
roaming gangs, and a huge cul-

ture of violence and street-

gangs has developed among
youth.

The only response from the
Communist Party leadership to
this growing crisis is repres-
sion, but with corruption and
crime so all-pervasive this re-
pression is ineffective.

The general model which
Deng Xiao-ping’s regime has
promoted 1s that of ““market
Stalinism™ - market reforms
plus an increasingly authoritar-
1an police regime, with the
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Communist Party trying to

stamp out all unofficial dissi-

dent activity. Each year the
number of death sentences, and
those sent to labour camps in-
creases. Last year there were
more than 2000 executions,
while there are more than a
million in the labour camps.
While trying to keep tight
control, the CCP leadership
has 1n fact created an explosive
cocktail. There is mass unem-
ployment and growing inequal-
ity in the cities. There is a
stagnation in rural incomes and
millions of rural unemployed.

Corruption

As the corruption and ex-
ploitation of sweatshop work-
ers deepens, as poverty
increases against the conspicu-
ous luxury of the party elite and
new middle class, the strikes
and demonstrations of recent
months will be repeated. The
scenario is one of a fast-grow-
ing economy descending into
social chaos.

This is compounded by con-
flicts inside the ruling bureauc-
racy, especlally regional
conflicts between the leaders of
the coastal special economic
zones, the vector for much for-
eign investment, and the cen-
tral government. .

- Unless the Chinese workers
are able to forge a political
alternative to challenge the rul-

ing bureaucracy’s rush to de-

stroy the collectivised
economy with its associated
gains for the workers, a unified
Chinese state could collapse
into civil war between regional
bureaucratic warlords.

* SOCIALIST OUTLOOK No. 66, July 1994, Page 7

PR

B

o
g+

1-,.,';'"

"-;;'-"’-»"'l’"'. R



e et A A e e

Yoz Y L ance . R

SOCIALIST OUTLOOK No. 66, July 1994, Page 8

By Bernadeftt,e

McAliskey -

Bernadette McAliskey
was a key leader of the
Northern Irish civil
rights movement and of
the “Battle of the
Bogside” Derry uprising
in 1969 which exploded
the Irish national
‘question into
contemporary polltlcs.

Surviving a brutal
Loyalist assassination
attack in January 1981,
which left her gravely
injured with multlple

gunshot wounds, she
has continued to fight
for the nationalist
cause from a socialist
perspective, despite
not being a member of
the mainstream
nationalist Sinn Fein.
Here we reprint her

- speech, shamply
rejecting the “peace
process’”’ in its present
form, at the Briefing

AGM in London on July
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‘Arafat’s deal will Iead fo Palestmlan ‘blueshirts

IF YOU LOOK at the parallels be-

tween Ireland, Palestine and South
Africa and if we evaluate them po--

litically, those three struggles can
politically clarify us on the principles
underlying the oppression of those
people - and the principles underly-
mg the struggle a galnst that oppres-
S10M.

Those of us involved in the struggle
against imperialism can directly learn
from one another. That’s why we In
Ireland try to get our hands on everything

we can about the fight of the PLO and
the ANC.

I can tell you that where | Iive, 1n a

small Irish rural community, watching

Yasser Arafat, we felt a profound anxi-

ety about the.Oslo talks. When the Oslo
accords were signed in Washington, the
16 or 17-year old Republican kids 1n
Coalisland painted a huge slogan on the
wall, a very funny pun: “Yasser in the
Middle East - No Sir in Coalisland!”.
They recognised not only that a mis-
take of historic proportions had been
made by the Palestinians, but they were
in imminent danger of a similar mistake

“being made by their own leadership.

Exactly the same muistake.
While we were debating and discuss-

- ing in the Republican community, it was

heartbreaking to me that people who
could see quite clearly what was going
wrong in Palestine were making the
same mistake in the Six Counties.

I think that the situation in Palestine
has frightening parallels with that which
the Irish struggle faced in the 1920s.
Michael Collins, in the leadership of the
movement then, claimed that the parti-
tion deal done with the British was “‘the
freedom to win freedom”.

The “freedom to win freedom”, the

~ division of Ireland into two states, led to

a strengthening of British unpenahsm

~and a weakening of the Irish
{national liberation struggle; I
{think in Palestine it will lead to
{a strengthening of Israel and a
{weakening of the Palestinian

{struggle. It confuses the issue,
{and it divides the people.
What you get as an end re-
{sult is a Palestinian policeman,
{faced with an unfinished strug-
gle and Palestinian dissidents.
What you get is a ‘“‘Free
. That’s what we call
1. What you get 1s a
|Blueshirt. What you get is a
|right-wing member of the
]Garda, like we have 1 the
« 1Southern Irish state, who
& doesn’t have time to deal with
drug pushers or rape, because
the whole mind-set of his or-
ganisation is set on hunting
down Republican activists.
With these kind of deals you
end up further complicating the
,» 1ssue. because what you don’t
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have, whatever the decision is, is a
democratic development from the bot-

tom up. And in Ireland we are making

exactly the same mistake.

Ireland lelded

THE BRITISH created a divided Ire-
land after the war of independence.
Having demobilised the struggle,
and after the partition of Ireland,
having set in train the civil war in the
South, the British were very effec-
tive in neutralising the progressive

forces 1n Ireland.

People 1n Southern Ireland prefer not
to tell you that the civil war was lost - or
won, depending which side you’re on.
They just tell you that there was a civil

~ war, 1t just happened, and then we went

on to build the 26-county state.
After the civil war, most of the pro-
gressive elements of Irish society had

been forced to emigrate, were impris-

oned or so demoralised that they fled to
the mountains, or they fought and died
1n the Spanish civil war.

That’s what happened to the progres-
sive elements 1n Irish soclety - except for
the nationalist community in the North.
The 1ssue was fragmented and we were
torgotten about. The British continued to
oversee and finance the undemocratic
state 1n the North, and it continued that
way until the mass civil rights movement
exploded 1n the Six Counties 1n the late
1960s.

We have had 25 years of unbroken
struggle; and that is represented outside
of Ireland as 25 years of “‘the Troubles”.
[ assure you the trouble has all been ours.
We have had 25 years of overt military
occupation. Many people who have been
to the West Bank, or to South African
townships 1n this last period of struggle,
will tell you that the intensity of military
occupation is higher in the North of Ire-

e

2

=3 O organisation has the right to
e unilaterally call off our struggle”

?Bernadette McA Ilskey

- Sinn Fein’s B
fundamental error
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Wamen demonstrate against H-black special prison wings

land. o |
So we have had 25 years of unbroken
struggle, but somehow this becomes 25

years of “war”, or 25 years of “terror-

1sm”” 1f you beheve the British. But what
has not been recognised is the breadth of
struggle at the base which is not Just the
¢¢war)’. ,

This has been expressed in community
organisations
tions, in prisoners’ welfare organisations
a dense mass of people’s self-organisa-
tion. That has been the base of struggle
in the North.

The political leadership and manifes-
tation of that struggle has been Sinn Fein.
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in women’s organisa-

Without doubt, the biggest and unchal-

lenged leadership of that struggle has

been Sinn Fein. And in terms of the

military struggle, the leadership has been
in the Irish Republican Army.

It is irrelevant what you think of these
forces, those are the three main elements
of the struggle - militarily the IRA, po-
litically Sinn Fein, and a huge network
of base orgamisations, many of those
organisations inter-meshed with Sinn
Fein, but many outside it.

This was the situation of the move-

ment when we started to share the expe-
rience of the Palestinians. That’s where

‘we were when we discovered the ‘‘talks

process’’ - going back to the Anglo-Irish

agreement of 19835 and then the ““consti-
tutional talks” which broke down at this
time last year.

The constitutional talks did not break
down because of intransigence by the
Social Democratic and Labour Party
(SDLP), the only organisation based on
the northern nationalist community al-
lowed to take part. They did not break
down because of intransigence by the
Irish government. Both were prepared to
concede Articles 2 and 3 of the Irish
constitution which states that the North-
ern Si1x Counties are part of the territory
of Ireland.
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In fact these Articles are not in the gift
of the SDLP or the Irish government.

They are not a territorial claim, buta |

statement of fact on behalf of the Irish
people. That the future of Ireland is in
the hands of the people of Ireland. This
is laughed at by Britain, which is so
backward that 1t does not even have a
written constitution!

Thus the constitutional talks did not
fail because the SDLP and the Irish
government were prepared to concede
nothing. They were prepared to concede
everything. But the Loyalists and the
Unionists still walked out. That’s where
we were 12 months ago - the constitu-
tional talks in ruins, and SDLP leader
John Hume sitting with his back to the
- wall, wondering what to do next. -

Fighting for
democracy

"WE CONTINUED demanding the
creation of democracy in Ireland.
And 1t has to be understood that
when some of us talk about a ‘‘united
Ireland” we are talking about a de-
mocracy - the democracy that was
fought for in the war of inde-

McAliskey addresses 1 981 demanstretmn in suppart af Hepubhean hunger strikers

pendence, the de-
mocracy envisaged in
the democratic pro-
gramme of 1918, a
democracy first en-
visaged in the Wolfe
Tone uprising of
1798.

We are not talking
about extending the
equally distorted and
undemocratic state of
the South. We are talk-
ing about the creation of
a new democracy,
where the people of Ire-
land, free men and
women, can determine
for themselves the prin-
ciples under which we .
can govern ourselves.
~ You cannot have that
1f you are governed by

somebody else who re- | have to say: no deal made in secret
fuses to get out of the g hinding on me. The struggle to

way - whether it’s in

Palestine, South Africa  CT€ate democracy also means a
or Ireland. struggle for democracy in our own

But our leaders for-

- 93
got that. They forgot ranks

what we wanted. T have .

the utmost respect for Gerry Adams, but
Gerry Adams made not a tactical error,
but a fundamental error of principle, the
same one made by Yasser Arafat in
Palestine. We do not fight for democracy
so that our leaders can engage in secret
negotiations with anyone. That is not
what democracy 1s about it.

Secret talks

That was a fundamental error by the
leadership of Sinn Fein, an error on the

question of democracy. They made a

mistake on the basic issue of democracy
when they decided to have secret nego-
tiattons with John Hume, and then come
back and tell the rest of us about it.

Just as happened with the Hunger
Strikes, just as happened with Catholic
emancipation, just as happened in the
1920s, just as happened with the Land
League - secret negotiations with the
British lead to disaster. They lead to the
British making treaties which are broken
as soon a they are signed.

Gerry Adams went to John Hume and -

made & secret joint proposal, not telling
the Irish people what it was. Irish prime
miruster Reynolds agreed with that pro-
. posal, but didn’t tell anyone what it was.

Well I’ll speak for myself. I did not
spend the whole of my adult life in this
struggle so that someone could come and
say ‘“‘Here’s a secret present from
granny, but you’re not allowed to see

what 1t is”. |

We used to play that game when we
were kids. Granny held out her closed
fist, and you had to say whether you
wanted 1t. Only if you said “yes” were
you allowed to see what it was. I gave
up playing that game when I was five
years old.

Downing Street

declaration

WE ENDED UP with the Downing
Street declaration which says we can
have peace, only if the IRA would

have a permanent ceasefire.

‘I say what many people in the broad
democratic movement say: if there’s a
“peace process’, then show me the
process. Show me the means by which
we get from war to peace, justice and
freedom.

But the British say, well if you don’t
have a ceasefire, then you can’t get into
talks. That poses the question - “‘why are

-we going into talks, what are we going
to talk about?”” And the British say: “‘we
can’t tell you what we’re going to talk
about unless we have a ceasefire. But we
can tell you that it’s part of the peace
process’.

In the midst of all that, what have we
gained and what have we lost? To see it
you have to look at the Downing Street
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declaration agreed between the British
and Irish governments.

In fact there’s very little in the docu-
ment, only about 12 lines, which is the

~joint opinion of the British and Irish

governments. One thing that is is the
guarantee that there will be a decision on
Irish unification held separately within
the North and South but not in the two
together, simultaneously. That just guar-
antees the Loyalist veto, because they
have the majority in the North: it’s a
reinforcement of partition not an attack
on it. The Downing Street declaration is

‘a joint agreement fo rebuild the struc-

tures of the Northern state.

Think what 1s bemg asked of the na-
tionalist community in the North. We are
being asked not just to demilitarise our
struggle, but to guarantee that we shall
never again lift up arms in struggle, to
give up arms forever. But if we were
really getting freedom, they wouldn’t
even have to mention that.

The whole debate 18 being debased In
this “‘process”. It’s being reduced to
“peace or war”, ‘““do you want more
people to die?”. The whole issue has
been removed from its context and the
villains of the piece are the people who
are militarily oppesing British military
occupation.

There is no mention here of demilita-
rising the British army, nor of demilita-
rising the Loyalist assassination squads,
who are armed and trained by the Brit-
ish. No talk of disarming them. And no
talk of dismantling the state’s array of
repression - the Prevention of Terrorism
Act, the Emergency Provisions Act, the
right to harass and attack kids in the
street. That’s not even in the discussion.

[s there a commitment in the Downing
Street declaration for an end to discrimi-
nation, to the end of religion-based
apartheid, for the right to live in dignity
of the nationalist community? And
within all this talk of “power sharing”’
we need to ask “‘who is going to share
power with whom? And who is going to
be left powerless?”’.

The British government is playing on
the political weakness of our own move-
ment. They have underway a process
designed to strengthen the structures of
the existing Northern state. How do they
intend to do it?

Integrating the
Catholic OBEs

WHAT THEY WANT to do is inte-
grate an elite into a new political
arrangement which doesn’t chal-
lenge the existence of the Six County
state - the Catholic OBEs, the aspir-

ing middle classes, those people who
for 25 years didn’t wet their fingers

in struggle.

You’ve got to have a totally blinkered
and dogmatic view not to see what the
British are up to, and why they’re trying
to drag Sinn Fein into this “process’’.
They want a minimum of changes, a
minimum of concessions, just enough to
get a certain proportion of the Catholic
community to change their allegiances.

Of course this will not be acceptable
to sections of the Protestant community
who will regard it as “capitulation”.
And make no mistake, in order to deal
with them the British are preparing an
attack on them too. They are demonising
what they call the “Protestant under-
class”, a disgusting phrase, the poor
Loyalists who never got much out of the
Six County state, despite their utter and
bigoted loyalty to it. The Brits are pre-
paring just to intern them if they resist.

One way of approaching such a deal,
which would integrate sections of the Six
County Catholic middle classes, is to

~discuss some form of “joint sover-

eignty”’ with the southern government.
The nationalist community should reject

| this.

Misery

Brendan Behan once said: “‘there.is no
condition of human misery which cannot
be made infinitely worse by the arrival
of a policeman”. I want to update that:
there 1s no condition of misery of the
Northern Ireland Catholics which cannot
be made much worse by the addition of
the Southern Ireland government.

But with “joint sovereignty” we
would be faced with fwo right-wing,
undemocratic governments, limiting our
abil-ity to fight for democracy and pro-
gress in Ireland.

The internal debate in the Repubhcan
movement in which I am involved now
is an attempt to make those I love dearly
behave in a democratic fashion.

But I have to say: no deal made in

secret 1s binding on me. The struggle to

create democracy also means a struggle
for democracy in our own ranks.

If rejecting the British attempts to
derail our struggle means we have to
fight on for another 25 years, then so be
it. Let those who are tired rest. Let those
who want to retire, retire.

Right in the middle of O’Connell
Street 1s Parnell’s statue, and on it are
inscribed the words: ‘““No manhas a right
to set the boundary of the right of a
nation.”” I say: no organisation has a
right unilaterally to call the struggle to
end, to set limits on democracy. Over
my dead body.
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Making
sense of
- South

Africa

in South Africa have led
to extraordinary confu-
sion on the left
internationally about the
nature of the new govern-

well as the World
Bank and the IMF.

We can there-
fore expect the focus of the
struggle to be the implementa-
tion of the RDP. Jobs and

A bourgeois coalition gov-
ernment 1s not a workers’ or
socialist government. Sec-
tions of the international left
write about South Africa as if
it were a new version of the

) of the CODESA negotiations What are the
Which W&J/ to process — towards the forma- chances of these
Freedom? by Neville tion of a bourgeois coalition hopes being ful-
Alexander. Waln ut government including the filled?
AR _ ANC and the National Party — Neville Alexan- |3 COhghdy~<Ti  WEL PR B
Publishing, available which is exactly what has der is absolutely R - R WS AN - W R o
‘ ‘ come to pass. right to foresee a . | # . PRGN - . T e G
from 1_.108/'3 tion !’ Particularly valuable is the new stage of strug- T : ey o
£7.99 inc. P&P. essay Negotiations and the gle unfolding after . 9 o - .
I S{7uggle for Socialism in South elections. Against S o
Africa which charts the his- the hopes of the | S KD o i % o
Reviewed by t(;ry oi the ANC, the grigins %S;CS in the ; | ?; RO N S\ N
of the Pan-Africanist Con- are range . G Pty v R X
Paul Clarke gress and the story of the the forces of do- 4 ""‘Qm " et T g k<Y —
| Black Consciousness move- mestic and interna- |- - |
THE RECENT elections . ment. | tional Capital’ as | hi c h R

edom?

ment the government will un-
dergo a euphoric “honey-
moon’’ period, it Is a

S £, - .«
Qb‘ - oy W
v

pendence, from the govern-
ment and big business.
Although it cannot be

ment and about what to
expect in the post-Apart-
heid situation.

Often discussion about the
different political forces in
the country lacks basic infor-
mation about their history,

programme and real activities™

Neville Alexander’s new
book 1s therefore highly wel-
come as a primer and source
of basic explanation and
analyses of the political proc-
€ss now underway.

Although all the essays in-

cluded were of course written

before the elections, they are
informed by the obvious drift

Nicaraguan revolution.

This 1s absurd. The FSLN
did not include repre-
sentatives of big capital as
vice-president and finance
minister!

Hopes raised

Enormous hopes have been
vested in the new government
by the black masses. In par-
ticular their hopes lie in the
Reconstruction and Develop-
ment Plan (RDP), from
which they expect jobs,
homes, land and basics social
security and health rights.

houses for the black masses
mean encroaching, as Alexan-
der points out, on the inter-
ests of capital.

Nothing 1s more illusory
than the delusion that big capi-
tal 1s going to jointly ensure
the needs of the masses are
met. |

That has enormous strate-
gic implications for the left in
South Africa, inside and out-
side of the broad Congress
movement.

It means that they trade un-
ion movement has to maintain
an attitude of political inde-

‘pendence, of class inde-

launched on the basis of tiny

forces, the strategic goal must

be to build a mass workers’

‘party which crystallises the

fight for an independent politi-

- cal alternative to those leaders

who bow before the diktats of
capital.

Right wing

Not only is the present gov-
ernment a bourgeois coalition
government, but the ANC
forces 1n it, Mandela in par-
ticular, represent the most
“moderate’ right-wing of that
movement.

Thus, while for the mo-
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“Cricket is superior to

War’’ shock!

Steve French
reviews Anyone

cent controversies. The
MCC’s shambolic at-
tempts to preserve their

with a gun at his side.
| Marqusee’s first expe-
-~ rience of playing cricket

sport should serve as an
instrument for morality’.
Cricket journalists are

government whose project of
reconciling the needs of the
masses and those of capital
will inevitably unravel.

As the Guardian so suc-
cinctly put it, you can’t sat-
isfy De Beers and Alexandria
township at the same time.
Those who think you can
have forgotten the ABC of
class analysis and descended
into vulgar tail-ending of the
right-wing of the ANC.

- SEND ORDERS, £7.99 inc.
P&P, to Liberation, PO Box
1104, London N4 2UU. Make
cheques out to “Liberation Pub-
lishing Association”.

world cricket empire aged 10) sounds danger-  exposed for their racism,

Bl_lt England by | graphically illustrates the gusly like some of the La-  and Marqusee gives a

Mike Marqusee crisis of bourgeois lead-  bour left: ‘unlike baseball  stunning repost to Nor-

(Ve rso £13 99) ership. you can stick around for manTebbit's cricket test

' Sadly (and under- a while even if you can’t (‘which side do they

A ——_standabiy) there are few hit the ball’. cheer for?’) which was
T heroes. Marqusee ad- The village green idyll sadly lacking four years

THIS PUB“'CAT‘ON. vises socialists not to that cricket (and its fair ago. |

has nothing to do with  take sides between play’) represent harmony While the book is

respectable members
of the MCC. However it
does offer some res-
pite to this summer’s
Blair Hartland (the oc-
casional New Zealand
opener - not the situ-

cricket traditionalists and
modernisers.

However, Arthur
Shrewsbury, stands out
as a class hero. He led
the ‘Nottingham 7' in
1881. They weren't rebel

between antagonistic
classes is chown to be
nothing more than the
fyranny of an imperialist
establishment, urging us
to ‘Lose graciously and
accept the verdict of the

strong on facts and po-
lemics Marqusee’s call
for a democratic revolu-
tion in cricket needs to
be elaborated — but the
nationalisation of Lords
without compensation is

O councillors - but profes- system’. as good a start as any-
ation in the Labour sionals who struck for de- Few come out with thing.
Party). cent contracts against any credit over apartheid. ~ And why the mysteri-

Marqusee gives a thor-
oughly researched, his-
toric class analysis of |
cricket, its origins and re-

the ‘gentlemen’s’ privi-
leges. Shrewsbury died,
tragically 22 years later
(cricket’s Kurt Cobain?)

Asif Igbal stands head
and shoulders above the
rest. Of the boycott he
said, ‘I am proud that my

ous titie? Well it has
something to do with a
Derbyshire MP’s re-
sponse to Tebbit's test.




by David Thomas

THOSE SCEPTICS who
thought the world cup
would sit uncomfortably in
the USA have for the mo-

ment to hold their tongues.

Good football has been
played in impressive albeit ex-
pensive stadia in front of huge
crowds. Attendances are up an
average of 20,000 per game
from the last finals in Italy.

The same plaudits however
can not go to the media cover-
age of the tournament. The
safety of players has been sac-
rificed to the demands of the
European TV networks, mean-
ing that some games have
kicked off at midday in tem-
peratures reaching 115 de-
grees.

Age-oid racial stereotypes
have been repeated ad nau-
seam. The first game of the
competition gave us “efficient”
Germans competing against
“temperamental” Bolivians.

Reality of course does not
come in to it. The Germans
have their most disorganised
and least “efficient” defence in
living memory.

Even more insidious has
been the euphemism “defen-
sively naive” which is applied
liberally to any team with a ma-
jority of black players, namely
Cameroon, Nigeria and Saudi
Arabia.

Further plumbing the depths
was {TV commentator Alan
Parry, who during the Spain v
South Korea game ridiculed the
names of the South Korean
team, explaining that as a race
of people Koreans were hatu-
rally small and that identifying
individual players was a prob-
lem because they all looked the
same.

The low point however has
been coverage of the Diego Ma-
radona affair. The Daily Starre-

‘ening.

....................................

ferred to him as a “self-indul-
gent, whining, little thug...”
Clearly Maradona broke the

rutes. In a sad=and desperate at-

tempt to reach match iy
fitness Maradona

took a number of
banned substances,
was found out and
duly removed from
the finals by the Ar-
gentinian football fed-
eration. |

End of story one
would assume. Not a
bit of it; the unsur-
passed glee exhib-
ited by the tabloid
press has been sick-

A series of factors
help to explain the vitriol of the
English press towards Mara-

dona and Argentina.

First, recent meetings be-
tween Argentina and England
have been marked by contro-

-----------
e

............

versy. In the 1966 finals the Ar-

gentinian captain Ratin was
sent off against England for no
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reason other than he appeared
to be having a good game.

In 1986 Diego Maradona
scored a goal against England

s with his hand.

Argentina went
on to win the fi-
nal against the
then West Ger-
many, playing
some superb
football.
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. ness felt by sec-
% tionsof the
= media about Ma-
radona’s goal
and his sub-
sequent denial
that he had han-
dled the ball
runs very deep.

Secondly and perhaps more

importantly is the dis-
gusting legacy of the
Malvinas war. The
press misses few op-
portunities to repeat
their racist garbage
every time that Argen-
tina play.

Top of the league
in hypoctrisy is the
BBC pundit Alan Han-
sen. A few hours after
news of Maradona'’s
drug taking was made
public, Hansen stated
that Maradona was a
disgrace and de-
served everything that
he got. Surely this is
not the same Alan
Hansen who
was prosecuted for ex-
posing his backside
to a young woman af-
ter he'd consumed a
few too many drinks?

Maradona is not
the first player to be
banned from a World
Cup final for drug tak-
ing. In 1978 the Scot-
tish and West |
Bromwich Albion win-
ger Willie Johnston
tested positive and was sent
home in disgrace.

Johnston explained that “a
lot of players in England at that
time were taking the same tab-
lets” and that his Scottish
teammate Don Masson on
hearing of Johnston's situation
“...started emptying his private
medicine supply down the toi-
let”.

Naturally this does not sit
easily with assertions that Brit-
ish football is drug-free and
that this country can teach the
rest of the world about fair play
and decency on the football
fleld. |

But then why should the

- press allow the facts get in the

way of a good story — particu-
larly when the target is an Ar-
gentinian?

Fighting back - on video

Undercurrents no 1,
produced by Small -
World Video, Oxford

Reviewed by

Steve Fulbright

WANT TO find out
about all those grassroots
struggles that the main-
stream media doesn’t

cover?
You could do a lot worse
than getting hold of the first

1ssue of Undercurrents, an 80-
minute video on ecological
and social justice struggles,
produced by Small World.
The idea 1s to produce Under-
currents on a monthly basis,
and distribute them inside the
left and radical movements.
The first issue starts with

an 8-minute round-up of news

of struggles which the media
haven’t covered.
No prizes for guessing the

.only MP who gets a speech in

this bit - yes, Jeremy of Lon-
don N1, doing his stuff out-
side Campsfield gates and
calling for the repeal of all

racist immigration laws.

Totally Out of Order 1s a
hatchet job on the Criminal
Justice Bill, which shows in
detail how this nasty piece of
legislation will criminalise
protesters, ravers, travellers
and squatters.

Choking

The longest piece 1n this
first 1ssue You've Got to be
Choking 1s a 26-minute fea-
ture on the M11 struggle. If
you want to see the future of
how the state intends to deal
with direction action, watch
this. There’s amazing footage

from Wanstonia as 800 cops
turn out with bailiffs and
“Sheriff’s deputies’ to brutal-
ise protesters.

Small World have em-
barked on an ambitious pro-
ject which will be difficuit to
keep going. It’s going to cost
a lot of money and time to
provide a radical news serv-
ice like this. So if you want to
support an alternative to SKy
and News at Ten, get a copy.

The videos can be used not
just for privatised radical en-
tertainment, but as the basis
for discussions 1n the labour

and radical movements, or in

schools for adventurous gen-
eral studies teachers.

~ If you can’t afford it per-
sonally, try to get your trade
union branch, community
groups or whatever to sub-
scribe.

B Undercurrents costs
£8.00 plus £1.50 p&p.
Send to Small World Me-
dia Ltd, 1A Waterlow
Rd., N19 5NJ. 071 281
7320.

email: small- -
world@gn.apc.org.
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MOSCOW - In the last weeks of
May, the nerve of Russia’s chief
economic strategists seemed to
crack. Ending months of confident
statements by government leaders,

President Boris Yeltsin admitted to

a meeting of industrial managers that

the economy was close to collapse.
On May 23 he signed six decrees
reducing enterprise tax rates and ending
export restrictions. Within a week, the
cabinet had drafted a set of wage-cutting
provisions that would impose a punitive
tax on enterprises that raised wages by

‘more than 70 per cent of the monthly

inflation rate.

Along with other measures, these
were designed to increase profitability
and force enterprises to begin paying off
their debts. Nevertheless, the days
seemed to have passed when economic
ministers suggested that the only really
important tasks before them were to cut
state spending and reduce inflation.

Assurances were given that the battle
against inflation would continue™

But Russia’s leaders seemed finally to
be acknowledging that without factories
operating and goods being produced,
there would be few revenues with which
to pursue the goal of a balanced budget.

The previous ‘hands off” approach, in
which government ideologues had ar-
gued for leaving stabilisation to be car-
ried out by the market, was now
replaced by a posture of furious activ-
ism. §

Propaganda image

The new propaganda image is that of
the state leaders striding resolutely into
battle to end the rout of industry. But a
closer look at the measures proposed
indicates a very different reality.

As the collapse of production during
1994 has exceeded all the predictions of
neo-liberal ‘experts’, the once confi-
dently doctrinaire Yeltsin administration
has begun dissolving in panic.

Even people who originally supported
Yeltsin’s ‘shock therapy’ now admit that
the effects have been very different from
the brief, sharp jolt that was supposed to
cleanse the country of inefficient pro-
duction and enforce financial discipline.

The abandonment of central controls,
together with cutbacks in subsidies to
industry and the opening of the country
to unports, has set off a seemingly end-
less downward spiral of falling invest-
ment, plunging output, unsold produce
and unpayable inter-enterprise debts.

According to a report in mid-May by
the business paper Finansovye Izvestia,
industrial output in March was 29.9%
below the figure for march 1993, On a
seasonally adjusted basis, industrial pro-
duction in march was down by 52.9%
on the level in January 1990.

This catastrophe is not, as is often
argued, the result of a failure to intro-
duce market mechanisms swiftly
enough. |

Russia’s economy today suffers from

-------
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a multiple crisis in which overproduc-
tion-underconsumption is combined
with the deforming impact of the world
market.

As a result of cuts in subsidies and
centralised investments, many factories
can no longer afford the supplies and
equipment they need. Producer goods
have piled up unsold in factory yards.

The situation of consumer production
has been more complex. Yeltsin’s poli-
cies included allowing freed prices to
slash the buying power of the popula-

tion; during 1992, consumption crashed.

Then during 1993 consumption by the
population as a whole actually increased
marginally, even though total industrial
output was falling. = o
This rise was a paradoxical reflection

- of the continuing slump in investment.

Funds which in other circumstances
would have gone to maintain and de-
velop production were being appropri-

ated by enterprise managers as high

salaries or, just as often, stolen by the
same managers and a host of crooked
hangers-on. Meanwhile, the buying
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Will Yeltsin break with the IMF? Don’t hold your breath waiting

to the mass of consumers, Russian en-
terprises starved of the investment funds
to develop low-cost production, were
often overwhelmed by foreign competi-
tors. |

Overseeing the process through
which the Russian economy was de-
formed to suit the needs of international
capital was carried out by the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund. The IMF offered
emergency loans in return for further
reductions in state funding of investment
and for opening Russia still more com-

pletely to world capitalism.

Inmid-April, the government réached
a new loan agreement with the IMF

- based on stringent spending limits.

- Soon after this, desperate pressure
from lobbyists seems to have begun to
persuade Yeltsin’s that the course they
were following was suicidal. At the end
of April, a revised version of the 1994

budget inecluded markedly higher fund-

ing for agricuiture; the deficit was now
well above the levels agreed with the

- IMF

Early in May, there were si gns that

Yeltsin’s policies included' allowing freed prices to
slash the buying power of the population; during
1992, consumption crashed. Then during 1993
consumption by the population as a whole
actually increased marginally, even though total
industrial output was falling.

power of the mass of the population
continued to slide.

- Ordinarily, a rise 1n consumer de-
mand would have stimulated produc-
tion, at least in consumer
manufacturing. But the international
market, to which the ‘reformers’ were
devotedly opening up the Russian econ-
omy, left that economy crushed and
warped.

The newly wealthy were not inter-
ested 1n the products of Russian facto-
ries, instead demanding imported luxury
goods. evenin the shrinking area of sales

Yeltsin aides had begun to see the col-
lapse of production, rather than infla-
tion, as the central aspect of the
country’s economic problems. Alexan-

~der Lavshits was quoted on May 4 as

warning that excessively tight monetary
policies could stifle the economy.
However, there has still been no sign
that the IMF’s basic perspectives have
been rejected. If the government’s plans
for wage cuts are implemented, mass
consumer demand will fall still further.
While the proposed cuts of 10 to 20
per cent in enterprise taxes will be easy
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to implement, improving tax collection
‘to make up for the resulting fall in state
revenues will be far more difficult. Es-
pecially in the last six months, the gov-

~ernment’s actions have created a

sophisticated culture of tax evasion in
Russia.

Yeltsin’s efforts to reform the tax

regime are therefore likely to be fol-
lowed by a major increase in the state
budget deficit.

IMF whip
This 1n turn can be expected to cause
the IMF to crack the whip —and in these
circumstance, it will be remarkable -if
the tax cuts are not overwhelmed as the
‘government scrambles for money.

Reforming the tax system while try-
ing to maintain revenue levels would be

a daunting task even if the state machine

were a model of efficiency.

In one of its more insightful moments,
Finansovye Izvestia observed that the
government might eventually be faced
with the need to declare a state of eco-
nomic emergency, and to place a tempo-
rary freeze on prices and wages. But
even if the government found the resolve
to do this, the central problems of the
economy. would not have been ad-
dressed. ‘

For the government simply to hand
out investment credits, however, would
be to guarantee that huge quantities of
state funds were used for currency
speculation or vanished into secret ac-

~counts 1n Western banks. State regula-

tion of the enterprise concerned would
be essential, to ensure that investment
actually took place. Equally vital would
be elements of central planning, to en-
sure rational decisions concerning the
sectors of industry to be aided and the
goals to be pursued. |

~ Russian industry can be saved from
total collapse omnly if the government
consciously reverse its march to the ‘free
market’. But are Yeltsin and Cher-
nomyrdin going to break with the IMF?
No-one should hoid their breath waiting.
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THE RECENT electoral
successes of italy’s neo-
fascist MS| brought
street demonstrations
by open supporters of
fascist dictator
Mussolini. Four fascists
now hold ministerial
posts in the right wing
coalition government.

But the votes gathered
by the MSI, like those
for the Northern League
and for Silvio |
Berlusconi’s right wing
Forza Italia party, stem
more from the collapse
of support for the
corrupt and discredited
Christian Democrats
and Socialist Party than
from conscious support
for fascism.

The fascist salutes may
- look the same, but there
- is a world of difference

‘between today’'s
- -situation and the
- conditions that brought

- Mussolini to power in

- 1922. Here we reprint
extracts from LEON
TROTSKY analysing the | letariat was left facing the
special characteristics of | void.
fascism at that time, and | . 1e disruption of the revolu-

o tionary movement became the
eXp|a|ﬂ|nQ the roots of most important factor in the
Mussolini’s victory.

ITALIAN “fascism was the
immediate outgrowth of the
betrayal by the reformists of
the uprising of the Italian

proletariat.
From the time the [first
world] war ended, there was an
upward trend in the revo- [
lutionary movement in It- p#
~aly, and in September ¥
1920 it resulted in the sei- %
zure of factories and in- [#
dustries by the workers. &

proletariat was an actual
fact; all that was lacking P
- was to organise it and K
draw all the necessary
conclusions.

The social democrats
took fright and sprang

growth of fascism. In Septem-
ber, the revolutionary advance

“
- “What is fascism? The.name originated in ltaly.
... The fascist movement in Italy was a
spontaneous movement of large masses, with
new leaders from the rank and file. Itisa
“plebeian movement in origin, directed and

financed by big capitalist powers. -
It issued forth from the petty bourgeoisie, the
slum proletariat, and even to a certain extent
the proletarian masses. Mussolini, a former
socialist, is a ‘self-made’ man, arising from this
movement.”

came to a standstill: and No-
vember already witnessed the
first major demonstration of the
fascists (the seizure of Bolo-
gna). |

True, the proletariat, even

The dictatorship of the

back. After its bold and Mussalini (above and top
heroic exertions, the pro- power jn 1922

after the September catastro-
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~ phe, was capable of waging de-

fensive battles. But the social

democrats were concerned with

only one thing: to withdraw the

workers from combat, at the

- cost of one concession or an-

other.

that the docile conduct of the
workers would restore the
‘public opinion’ of the bour-
geoisie against the fascists.
Moreover the reformists even
banked strongly on the help of
King Victor Emmanuel.

Restralned

To the last hour they re-
strained the workers with might
and main from giving battle to
Mussolint’s bands. It availed
them nothing. The crown,
along with the upper crust of the

e OUTgEOiSie, swung over to the

~~~~~~~~~

left) seized

The social derhdcrats hoped
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side of fascism.
Convinced at the last mo-
ment that fascism was not going
to be checked by obedience, the
social democrats issued a call to
the workers for a general strike.
But their proclamation suffered
. a fiasco.
{ The reformists had
dampened the powder for so

. | long, in their fear lest it

§ should explode, that when
8 they finally with a trembling
) hand did apply a burning
} fuse toit, the powder did not

A1 catch.

- Two years aft_er itsincep-

B B tion, fascism was in power.

2] Itentrenched itself thanks to

1 of its overlordship coin-
cided with a favourable
economic conjuncture,
which followed the depres-
sion of 1921-22.

The fascists crushed the re-
treating proletariat by the on-

~ rushing forces of the petty

bourgeoisie. But this was not

- achieved at a single blow. Even
{ after he had assumed power,

Mussolini proceeded on his
course with due caution: he
lacked as yet ready-made mod-
els.

During the first two years not
even the constitution was al-
tered. The fascist government

- took on the character of a coa-

lition. In the meantime the fas-
cist bands were busy at work
with clubs, knives and pistols.
Only thus was the fascist
government created slowly,
which meant complete strangu-
lation of all independent mass
organisations. Mussolini at-

- tained this at the cost of bureau-

cratising the fascist party itself.

it i ”f! tlle faCt that the ﬁrSt periOd | ':E::.-:- .:-.:f‘::e.;:.:;:. ..:,-::;,,-,- ey OOl

After utilising the onrus

vice of the bourgeois state.
Mussolint could not have
“done otherwise, for the disillu-
sionment of the masses he had

Fascism, become bureau-

to other forms of military and
-police dictatorship. It no longer
possesses its former social sup-
port. The chief reserve of fas-

- cism - the petty bourgeoisie —
has been depleted. Only histori-
cal inertia enables the fascist
government to keep the prole-
tariat in a state of dispersion
and helplessness.

- From Leon Trotsky’s
What Next? Vital Ques-
tions for the German

Proletariat, 1932.

forces of the petty bourgeoisie, -
fascism strangled it within the

united was precipitating itself
into the most ixnmediate.danger |

cratic, approaches very closely
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International
fights

By Alan Thornett

INTERNATIONAL Work-

ers Aid held a successful in-
ternational meeting in
Brescia, Northern Italy on
the weekend of June 24 and
25, attended by 40 delegates
from the Netherlands,
France, Belgium, Denmark,

Sweden, Germany, Spain

and Italy.

The first day was also at-
tended by a representative of
the Union of Autonomous Un-
ions of Croatia.

A public IWA meeting at the
festival of the Brescia region of
the Party of Communist Re-
foundation attracted 100 peo-
ple.

Reports were given on the
current political/military situ-
atton and the success of the
programime to provide bread to
the people of Tuzla.

IWA have now sent seven
convoys to Tuzla for the bread
programme and 7,000 people
have directly benefitted from
this, receiving flour and oil via
the miners union - which re-
ceives and delivers all the aid
we take into Tuzla.

Until the election in Bosma
in November the conference
decided TWA will have two
main priorities; contimuing the
bread programme, and buildinag

an international political cam-
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Activists at Brescia confere
paign in support of the non-na-
tionalistic points of view in the
Bosnian October elections.
IWA will support the inter-
national conference in Tuzla on
October 12-14 1994 which has
been initiated by the Verona
Forum, the Forum of Tuzia
Citizens, and Circle 99 (which
organises a charter for a multi-
ethmc Bosnia).
Another all European 1WA
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convoy to Tuzla just before the

international conference will be
initiated in order to underline
our support for a multi-ethnc

society and to stress that our

Where We Stand

support for the 1s Bosnian peo-
ple 1s not only political but ma-
terial.

Linked to this will be two

other initiatives: a women’s
convoy — crewed by women
with goods for women and de-
livered to women’s organisa-
tions — and a youth convoy
which will deliver aid to Tuzla
university.

There will be a common po-
litical campaign until Novem-
ber centred around the Bosnian
trade unions and anti-national-
istic groups in ex-Yugoslavia.
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B Thirty activists from
eight local British TWA
groups met in Birmingham
on July 2 to discuss the

development of the cam-
paign.

As well a electing a new
steering committee the meet-
ing took a report from the
international meeting in Bre-
scia.

It was decided to continue
supporting the rolling con-
voys and the bread pro-
gramme and to support the

- international convoy targeted

"%:?.;.'u
i

for mid-October.

- The meeting decided to
strengthen the campaign in
Britain through the publica-
tion of a regular bulletin.

Facing mass unemp‘loymem, ram-

l pant-employers equipped with sav-

age anti-union laws, and a war on
hard-won education, health and
welfare services, the working
class in Britain faces a real crisis
- an avoidable crisis created hy

the historic failure of its official

leadership. S
Socialist Outlook exists to fight for a
new type of working class leadership,

B based on the politics of class struggle

and revolutionary socialism, to tackle
this crisis. -

The capitalist class, driven and politi-
cally united by its own crisis, its require-
ment to maximise profits at the expense
of the workers, has been given deter-
mined, vanguard leadership by a brutal
class-war Tory high command.

The Tory strategy has been to shackle
the unions with legislation, and to frag-
ment and weaken the resistance of the
working class and oppressed, allowing
them to pick off isolated sections one at
a time, using the full powers of the state.

In response, most TUC and Labour
leaders have embraced the defeatist poli-
tics of ‘new realism’, effectively pro-
claiming total surrender on every front,

¥ while ditching any pretence that they of-

fer a socialist alternative. Every retreat
and concession they have made to the

| employers and the government has sim-

ply fuelled and encouraged the offensive

§ against jobs, wages, conditions and un-

jon rights. -

New realism is the latestform taken by
the politics of reformism, seeking no
more than improved conditions within
the framework of capitalist rule.

Socialist Outlook rejects reformism,

‘not because we are against fighting for
‘reforms, but because we know that the

needs of the working class — for full

‘employment, decent living standards, a

clean environment, peace and democ-
racy —can never be achieved under capi-
falism. -

Nor, as we argued long before the
collapse of Stalinism, could these de-
mands ever be achieved under the bu-
reaucratically deformed workers states
and degenerated USSR, whose regimes
survived only by repressing their own
working class. |

We are a marxistcurrent, based noton
the brutish totalitarian parodies of state
marxism, nor on the tame, toothless ver-
sion of ‘marxism’ beloved by armchair
academics, but the reveiutionary tradi-
tion of Marx, Engels, Lenin and Trotsky.

Our socialist alternative is not based
on parliamentary elections or illusions of

- peaceful legislative change. We fight to

mobilise and unleash the power of the
working class — the overwhelming ma-
jority of society — to topple the corrupt
and reactionary rule of capital and estab-
lish its own class rule.

We struggle against fragmentation by
building solidarity, working to link and
unite the various struggles of workers,

the unemployed, of women, of pension-
ers, of the black communities and ethnic
minorities, of lesbians and gay men, of
students, of youth —and of those fighting
imperialism in Ireland and throughout
the world. Socialist Outlook is above all
an internationalist current, in solidarity
with the Trotskyist Fourth International,
which organises co-thinkers in 40 coun-
tries world-wide.

Sectarianism

Unlike some other groupings on the
British left, we do not believe a mass
revolutionary party can be builtsimply by
proclaiming ourselves to be one. Too
often this degenerates into sectarian pos-
turing and abstention from the actual

-struggle taking shape within the labour
‘movement, playing into the hands of the

right wing.

Nor do we believe that the demands of
women, black people, lesbians and gays
or the national demands of people in
Scotland and Wales should be left to
await the outcome of a socialist revolu-

tion. The oppressed must organise |
themselves and fight now around their |
own demands, which are a part of the

struggle for socialism. - -

But propaganda alone, however good,
will not bring socialism. The fight for
policies which can mobilise and politi-
cally educate workers in struggle, must §
be taken into the unions, the Labour-
Party and every campaign and struggle
in which workers and the oppressed fight
for their rights.

To strengthen this fight we press for
united front campaigns on Key issues
such as fighting racism and fascism —in
which various left currents can-work to- §
gether for common objectives while re-. |
maining free to debate their differences.

It you agree with what you see in
Socialist Outlook, and want to join
with us in the struggle for social-

- ism; readers’ groups meet in

towns across the country. Contact
us now, get organised, and get ac-
tive!
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cludes lunch: £30/£20/£10.
WANT YOUR event Details (0532) 334507 or
- included? Send 334518
del:alsby.luly-ﬂto " Sat g
IS NIGERIA still the Great
P.O. Box 1109, Hope of Africa? public meet-
London N4 2UU. ing sponsored by the Afri-

can Liberation Support
campaign 1pm room 119
Lambeth Town hall, Brixton. -

JULY SW2 details 081 202 6292
| ‘ MINERS’ gala Durham

Weds b Tues 12

LONDON Socialist Outlook

Forum: South Africa after SOCIALIST OUTLOOK dls-

cussion: Permanent Reve-
lution. 8.00pm, Unicorn
pub, Church Street, Man-

the Elections with Charlie
Van Gelderen 7.45pm
Queen’'s Head 66 Acton

Street WC1 Kings (:ross chester
::Ii(l)“h:EN S liberation: Th Thur 14
EN’S liberation: The |
grassroots struggle in Af-  MCLIBEL Support Gampaign
rica with Glory Kilanko weekly meeting.-6.30pm Lon-;
6.30pm Lambeth Refugee 400 Greenpeace Caledo-
and Resource Development  nian Road London N1 details:
‘Centre 365 Brixton Road W9 Dan.071 223_ 5295: .
Fri 8 - Sun 10 Fri 22 - Fri 29
“ Coference of Socialist Camp Arezzo Tuscany ltaly
Economists conference All-in price £1 50.Igatlets,
Leeds weekend ticket in-  hosters and details from

Liberation!, PO Box 1 109_,

FIVE DAYS of study, discus-
sion and fun.

. SUPPORTERS of Socidlist Outlook are invited to

o join us in learning vital lessons from the history

: | and international experience of the marxist
movement in the lovely surroundings of the
University campus at Aberystwyth. |

ACCOMMODATION, the best yet for a Socialist Out-
. | look Summer School, will be in en-suite rooms, each with
; ~ shower and wc, in brand new self-catering flats on the hill
| overlooking Cardigan Bay.

LECTURES and WORKSHOPS will all be within 200
yards, as will the CRECHE. We will have our own Bar,
and there are FREE sports facilities, including SWIM-
MING POOL, volleyball, squash and weight rooms. For

the more intrepid explorers, Aberystwyth also boasts 48

pubs. Afternoons and evenings will feature SOCIAL and

sporting events as well as trips to local attractions.

B ITALY: Mussolini’s march to power

MARXISM and WOMEN’S LIBERATION. Also debate in INTER- | Cheque enclosed £...... (to SO Summer School)

" London N4 2UU

7 : o3 E-c-:-a-

Sun 24

‘Demonstrate to Stop the

Criminal Justice Billt Libera-
tion! and Socialist Outlook
supporters meet 12.30pm-
Speakers Corner Hyde Park

Mon 25

POSSIBLE daten for passing
of Criminal Justice Bill

Tuesday 26

SOCIALIST OUTLOOK dis-
cussion: Racism & fascism:
the politics of despair, with
Tony Benson 7.30pm Sta- -
tioner's Park Comunity Cen-
tre Mayfield Road off
Weston Park N8

AUGUST

Tues 9
SOCIALIST OUTLOOK dis-

‘cussion: Democracy and the

United Front. 8.00pm, Uni-

corn pub, Church Street,

Manchester

Racism &
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Weds 10

NO MORE Divided Fami-
lies! Linda and Dexter
have a right to family life!
demonstrate 10am outside
adjudicators office Govern-
ment Buildings Clay Lane
Yardley Birmingham
detials West Midlands Anti-
deportation campaign 021-
951 4518 or 523 0580

Sat 13

MARCH for British with-

“drawal from Ireland assem-

ble 12.00 noon Kennington

- Park Oval Tube

Thur 25-Mon 29

SOCIALIST OUTLOOK Sum-
mer School: ANALYSING
RACISM AND FASCISM.
Residential school in Ab-

erystwyth, en suite rooms,

plenaries, workshops and
full social programme.
£80/£30. Details from

- Socialist Outlook, PO an |

1109, London N4 2UU.

4 and

4 Socialist
Outlook
% = A supporters
= 1 mobilised

% recent
J visit to
Britain of
Antonio
Martino,
a leader
of Italy’s
fascist

National
Alliance

SEPTEMBER

Tues 6

TRADE UNIONS speak out
against deportations public
meeting with Azize Rahman
and UNISON members -
threatened with deportation
7.30pm Manchester Town
Hall

ALL NIGHT vigil outside im-
migration appeal court
9.30pm on Aldine House
New Bailey St Salford

Weds 7

MASS PICKET of the immi-
gration appeal court 9am-

10am Aldine House New
Bailey St Salford

OCTOBER |

Sunday 16

WORLD day of action

“against McDanald’s and

National Free Speech day
details 071 837 7557

Summer School 94, ABERYSTWYTH August 25-29

8 Analysing

FAascCIS

1 F'BOOK NOW! The fee is jllSt £80 waged/£30

MEDIATE MARXISM, and workshops on cultural and other issues. | SEND T0 PO Box 1109, London N4 2UU

| , ]
B SBAIN: Revolution and counter-revolution Sel‘ld fOI‘ | unwaged M““m“m d&pOSIt £3‘-’/ £10 :
B GERMANY: the fight for the United Front  J{118]{= - : NAMIB ... ovevvee v is s et '
., - | AGTESS oo es e ee st r et 1

B RACISM in Fortress Europe details  [AR— e S
B FASCIST movements TODAY 1 PhONE oveeeneeaenn. Waged/unwaged No. of places required... |
- Workshop sessions on related issues, plus courses on BASIC I No. of children for creche ...... (send details of ages, etc) :
i
-

4 Liheration!
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- TWO HUNDRED police in full
' riot gear were sent into
Campsfield immigration prison
- on the evening of June 5 to beat
p detainees with batons and

~ shields.
-~ For one hour after the police had
. invaded the prison, protesters outside
the gates heard screams from inside.
The Home Office claims that only
- four people were injured in the attack,
" but independent witnesses saw at
~ least seven ambuiances leaving the
prison.
- Detainees claim that many beatings
“to the head and limbs were dished
~ out, and that security cameras were
. turned away while beatings took
~ place. The prison did not become
 silent until 3.30am.
~ Witnesses also claim that in
. desperation a detainee jumped
 head-first off a roof, sustained serious
head injuries and is now in a coma.
The following day all detainees

were confined to their rooms and did

—

. . not receive food until 6pm.

a

~ The police attack followed a day of
 disturbances in the prison, after a

- successful “Close Down Campsfield”™
~demonstration on June 4. Earlier this
~ year 150 refugees were on hunger

- strike for weeks, demanding the right

" to be released while their appeals to

- ' Printed by Tridant Press, Edenbridge. Published by Ido

blished on JULY

S

o

be granted asylum were
heard.

A week hefore the
Campsfield disturbances, a
Ghanian woman was
removed from the prison,
gagged and bound hand and
foot. She is now in
psychiatric hospital care.

On June 5, the day of the
police action, Ali Tamarat
was removed without
warning or justification for
summary deportation to
Algeria. |

Earlier this year he had
heen released after his
hunger strike, but re-arrested after
speaking to the press. Last year
detainee Riad Kissaoui was deporte
to Algeria, and then tortured and
murdered by the army.

16 month wait

A secret Home Office document
published in the Guardianon July 4
shows that on average asylum seekers
wait 16 months to have their cases
heard. Hundreds of new places are

eing created at prisons for asylum
and immigration prisoners.

Campsfield and the other
immigration prisons are a human
rights outrage. Join the fight to close
down Campsfield!




