THE LOCAL elections on May
4 confirmed what most of us
already knew. The Tory
government, hated and
discredited even in the eyes
of many of its own Party
candidates and former
supporters, has lost any
popular mandate to govern.

The Scottish elections and now
council polls in Wales have seen the
Tories ousted from the leadership of
any local authorities at all. In the
whole of England they now control
just eight of over 300.

As they writhe awkwardly under

media torment, groping for
explanations of the latest of a
succession of electoral debacle,
Major's cabinet have so far
managed to blame the electorate,
their own rebel back-benchers, the
world economy - anything but the
policies which millions of voters
have so emphatically rejected.

More and more Tory voters have *
realised that they too are suffering
at the hands of a government which
now seems incapable of listening to
anyone, and embroiled in a
permanent succession of
embarrassing examples of sleaze

1945: the politics of the

and incompetence.

Winston Churchill’s rip-off of
£12.5 million in Lottery funds on the
eve of VE Day must have left a sour
taste in the mouth of even the most
hardened Tory voter.

All eyes are again on Tony Blair,
after Labour’s record share of the
vote. But there are fears that |
instead of putting the boot into the
Tories and stepping up the fight for
an early general election, the Labour
leadership will continue its internal
war against the left and the unions,
letting the Tories off the hook.

There are issues a-plenty which
Labour could support to stoke up a -
mass anti-Tory movement. A million

r
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health workers could shortly be
balloting for strikes over their
insulting one percent pay offer.
Angry campaigns are growing
against NHS cuts. Thousands of
teachers’ jobs are at risk, with the
NUT balloting soon for a one-day
protest strike. |

The problem is that ‘New Labour’
has so far studiously avoided any
involvement with these struggies.

The growing numbers now fighting
the Tory offensive will not readily
forgive the Labour leadership if it
pulls back now.

Major's gang are battered,
bothered and confused. Let’s finish
off the Tories!
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Tories suffer school cuts backlash

By Roy Leach
(NUT National

Executive,
personal capacity)

The ‘meltdown’ suffered
by the Tories in the local
elections was, to a large de-
gree, a reflection of the
mass opposition to educa-

tion cuts.

As the unseated Tory
leader of one Oxfordshire
District Council put it: “Edu-
cation was an issue in this
election.

It is not a matter which the
district council has any con-
trol over.” Nevertheless, the
Fight Against Cuts in Educa-
tion (FACE) pledge, which
called for a commitment to
improved education funding
and legally enforceable class
sizes, helped to expose the
complicity of many Tory
councillors in the current
round of swingeing cuts.

The challenge confronting |

FACE and the teaching un-
ions (most particularly the
NUT) is to provide a focus for
the opposition to education
cuts and to build the broad-
based campaign necessary to
turn back the tide of Tory at-
tacks.

| Network

For FACE the principal
task is to develop the network
of local campaigns which are
emerging up and down the

length of Britain, and to en-

sure that gach and every one
affiliates and relates to the na-
tional campaign.

This is particularly impor- -

tant as governing bodies
which have submitted deficit
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budgets (commonly knoWs' as

Needs Related Responsible
‘Budgets) come under pres-

sure from LEASs to implement
government inspired cuts.
FACE needs to establish
effective networks so that tac-
tics for frustrating the imple-

mentation of cuts can be

rapidly disseminated.

The national FACE confer-
ence on June 10 is a major
priority for enhancing the pro-
file of FACE; equipping ac-
tivists with the arguments they
need to win further support for
the campaign; to build the
confidence of teachers about
to go into action over the fund-

ing of education and exces-

sive class size; and to put
pressure on the teaching un-
ions.

The NUT ballot for a one-
day national strike to launch
the Union’s class-size cam-
paign and against under-fund-
ing will open around 15 May.

General Secretary Doug

McAvoy has already fired the

first salvos against his confer-
ence’s decision with a mailing
to all schools.

The left has responded with
a follow-up to the Oxfordshire
Pay & Conditions Conference
on May 13.

Material arguing fora ‘yes’
vote will be circulated, includ-
ing direct mailings to schools
in areas where the local lead-
ership may seek to sabotage
the ballot.

High profile

A one-day strike won’t, on
its own, reverse the Tory of-
fensive against education but

it will provide the most high-

profile launch for an ongoing
campaign. |
It is essential that education

_is not allowed to drop out of

the political frame.

The recent elections have
shown how vulnerable the To-
ries are over the issue of edu-
cation and they must not be

Fight hots up for
NUT strike act
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allowed to get off the hook.
The second FACE national
demonstration in London on
September 30 1s ideally
placed to put education cen-
tre-stage prior to the Treas-
urer’s Autumn statement.

The maximum possible
~ turn-out on the demonstration

will also be a warning signal
to an incoming Labour gov-
ernment that we expect edu-

‘cation to be one of its major

priorities.

This means extra money
rather than the vague promises
we currently receive. FACE has
already established itself as a
long-term campaign.

Labour must acknowledge
that unless it reverses the
damage inflicted by 16 years
of Tory mismanagement it
will have to deal with the an-
ger of ‘Middle England’.

Those who ignore this sim-

ple message will face their
‘own ‘Thursday 4th’.

| McFadden campaign grows

HOME NEWS

ALEC MACFADDEN, well
known trades unionist and
member of the TUC
General Council, has been
sacked from his post at
the Merseyside Trade
Union, Community and
Unemployed Resource
Centre. Glenn Voris spoke
to him for Socialist

Outlook.

What led up to your sus-
pension?

“Mainly the breakdown of
my working relationship with
Kevin Coyne, the coordinator
of the Centre. There were also

~ political differences which go
~ back to the debates in 1993
regarding Trades Councils

and unions. |
The MTUCURC totally

boycotted the North West

- Peoples march against unem-
ployment and pit closures, for

example.

Once informed the man-
agement gave me five minutes
to clear the building - as soon

as I had left all the locks were-

changed on my office. All my
mail and files were confis-

- cated and looked through.

I asked the unions to boy-
cott the centre and to start lob-
bying it on the days of my
hearings.

Tony Benn, Arthur Scargill
and the NUM, and every
county association of the
TUCs have written letters of

support.
Around ten regional unions

have now boycotted the Cen- -
tre

Most of the left has backed
me, although the SWP have
now started using the Centre
again..

What are the specific
charges?

The original 40 have been
whittled down to just three af--

ter exhaustive hearings: total
breakdown of working rela-
tionship with Kevin Coyne;
establishing a company to
gather EC funding for training
the unemployed (a breach of
duty they call it); and my gen-

- eral competency and profes-

sionalism.

I have appealed against my
sacking to an Industrial Tribu-
nal. I am represented by John
Hendry QC who thifks I have

an excellent case and a very

good chance of winning.

What are you asking of

the labour movement?
@ Continue the boycott
@ Write letters of support

@ Back the picketing of the
Centre ~ -

Landslide buries
Manchester Tories

By Aidan Salter

TORIES IN Greater Man-
chester were facing VE
(Virtual Extinction) day
when their 20 year
Thatcherite rule of Traf-
ford Council came to a

humiliating end.

They lost 32 seats over
the county, whilst labour
gained 39 seats - strength-
ening their position in all -
ten local authorities and
taking over Oldham.
~ The Liberal Democrats
not only failed to cash in on
the Tory disaster, but lost 6
seats as well. The only
BNP candidate - Kevin Hen-
derson in Rochdale New-
bold - polled a pathetic 104

votes. e

Overall the resuits re-
flected national trends: the
Tories unpopularity and the
Blair roller-coaster.

But the Trafford also re-
flected anger at the coun-
cil’s cuts in education and
social services, and at the
Loftery cash scandal engulf-
ing local MP Winston Chur-
chitl.

Despite a high-profile
campaign focussing on lo-
cal issues and the base as
a councillor Militant La-
bour’s Margaret Manning

“lost her Rushoime seat,

polling 371 votes to La-
bour’'s 1,270.

Labour should not read
the results as an endorse-
ment of its local govern-
ment record. Manchester’s
Labour Council has cut
funding for the voluntary
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Alec McFadden

sent to Kevin Coytie, MTU-
Letters of protest can be CURC, Hardman Street, Liv-

sector, bringing frontline
community organisations to
brink of closure. |

it has spent millions on
the Olympic and Common-
wealth Games bids, whilst
cutting local leisure facii-
ties. |

Support for Labour has
risen dramatically over the
last few years in middle
class suburbs such as
Chorlton, Didsbury and
Heaton Mersey.

At the same time the Lib-
eral Democrats have made
large inroads into working
class districts of east Man-
chester, exploiting the per-
ception that the council has
ignored local needs. |

Manchester City Council
has also come under tire
over its transport policy
from environmental cam-

~ paigners and from the La-

bour chair of its Planning
Committee. |
High pollution levels and
traffic congestion have
prompted direct action
from cyclists and environ-
mental activists. The newly
formed Fresh Air Now alli-
ance and the Green Party
together fielded 31 candi-
dates in the city’s 33 wards.
Riding high on the Blair
roller-coaster, it is likely
that Labour councils in the
region will implement a
right-wing agenda incapa-
bie of meeting the needs
of working-class communi-
ties and ethnic minorities.
It is also likely that sig-

nificant opposition will

emerge linking together
anti-cuts and environ-
mental campaigns.
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erpool. Picketing starts every
day at 8.30 am.
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THE SCALE of the anti-

Tory revolt sweeping |

through the electorate in

- England, Wales and Scot-

~ himachance,” said adefeated

~ land has also had its impact
in the Labour Party, and as-

sisted Tony Blair’s crusade
against socialism.

The same desperate urge to
get rid of Major’s gang at any
cost, which persuaded mil-
lions of angry middle class

voters in Hertfordshire, Es-

sex, cathedral towns and
country hamlets to vote La-
bour, was also reflécted in the
constituency Labour Parties
as they voted on Clause Four

. issue. o

‘Politics, the fight for pre-
cise policies and specific de-
mands, has taken a back seat
in the desperate scramble to
oust a discredited and bitterly
unpopular government.

‘“Idon’t care who getsinas -

long as the Tories are thrown

out,”” said one Plaid Cymru

-supporter as the Tory vote in

Wales dropped to 10 percent,

with Labour the main benefi-

ciary. “This government is
very unpopular. Mr Blair

comes overextremely wellon

TV and people want to give

Tory councillor in Canvey Is-

land.

A-political

‘Blair’s new clause; de-
signed to offend nobody but

‘socialists and commit him to -

- no radical policies, and put

forward only after most of the -
‘debate’ was over, summed

~up the a-political mood.

He deliberately made the

matter effectively a vote of

confidence, challenging any-
one voting against him to risk

-a split in the leadership in

what everyone sees as the run-
up to the next general elec-

‘No, not victory—that's ™
how many votes I got’

tion. Many who are far from

enthusiastic about his. new

“clause voted for it as a lesser

evil to another election defeat.
Blair did the same thing

- with the local elections. Never

has so little been offered to so

many as Labour’s feeble pro-
gramme for local govern-

ment. His claim that p‘ec*le
are voting not against the To-
ries but ‘for New Labour’

flies in the face of the fact that

the Party offered no actual

policies or commitments for

voters to endorse.
- Of course the Tory leaders,

- too, are deluding themselves
 and retreating from any real

analysis of politics. @~
They scratch their heads,
wondering what or who to

blame for this latest fiasco,
debating whether or not a

change of leader might make
any difference — but refuse to
examine the policies that have

clearly angered and alienated

their natural base of middle

class voters.

Less than six weeks before
the elections, 15,000 largely
middle class parents jour-
neyed to London to support
the national FACE demon-
stration against cuts in educa-
tion- — -

right across the shire counties.
The Tory government stood

- firm against them — and has
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reflecting a
groundswell of anger running

paid the price.

A month before the elec-
tion, Virginia Bottomley un-
veiled yet another package of
hospital closures, triggering a
revolt by back-bench Tory
MPs, and scandal stories
about the NHS have been
regular fare in the Tory press:

¥ the government has stood

firm, and paid the electoral
price.

~Poll after poll shows huge
public opposition to rail pri-
vatisation — but the Tories are
forging ahead, and are paying
the price.

And while ministers whit-
ter on endlessly about eco-
nomic growth and recovery,
and boardroom chiefs stuff

 their wallets with' record sal-
ary increases, the reality for
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most people on the ground 1s
that jobs and living standards
have never been less secure.

- There are scares over private

" — —

pension schemes, over en-

dowment mortgages and even
insurance payouts may be

taxed. Nothing seems safe.

Most of the ‘new’ jobs

‘boasted by ministers are low-

paid, part-time jobs, while

many of those axed in round

after round of redundancies

and rationalisation have been
what were solid, depéndable
jobs aspired to by the middle
classes — including. banking,

insurance, middle manage-

" THE BRITISH CHARACTER

- LOVE OF KEEPING CALM *

ment. |

To make matters worse for
‘middle England’ house
prices are still depressed, tax
increases are slashing real in-

comes, and insulting pay
awards to nurses.and health

workers sum up a mean-spir-
ited and inflexible govermn-
ment. - -

It’s not the divisions in the

Tory Party that cause them

problems: it’s the fact they are

_united in forcing home poli-
cies which have little popular

- support.

The anti-Tory mood now
- seems strongly enough estab-

lished to sweep Tony Blair
into Downing Street. But
where does he stand on the

issues which have generated
the ‘feel bad’ factor? |

Voters who may take him

on trust to get rid of Major

may grant a brief honeymoon
period, but they will be look-

“ing for real changes on the

issues that matter: and Blair’s

- new Clause sets out an agenda

for no change at all.
~ Before the honeymoon is

“over, the fight must be waged

by socialists inside the Labour
Party for policies to meet the
social and economic crisis.

PHASE ONE was the
elimination of Clause
Four, a trial of strength
with the left in the La-

‘bour Party and the un-
~ lons, in which he

enlisted the backing of
the right wing mass me-
dia. S
Phase Two in Ton
Blair's preparation for gov-

~ernment will be further

moves to cut the unions’
voice in policy making. It is
aiready clear that union
leaders who have opposed

him will be allowed fittle or
no influence on key issues.

Phase Three is likely to

Include proposals for the

state funding of political
parties that wouid end La-
bour’s financial depend-
ency and enable Blair to
sever the remaining links
between the parly and the
trade union movement that

founded it.

Blair knows that his gov-
ernment, like previous La-
bour governments, will run
into conflict with the trade
union movement if it sticks
to its right wing pro-
gramme of minimal
change. - :

- Millions of workers who -
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. government and the NHS.
- They want extra funds for ,
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~are at present indifferent to

the wording of Blair’s new

clause will vote Labour not

to uphold the rigours of
competition and the mar-
ket, but in the expectation
that new policies will be im-
plemented to benefit them.

They take seriously the
call for a minimum wage,
and they want that to be set
at a serious level in 8xcess
of £4 per hour. | |

They want an end to the
Tory war on the public sec-

tor, and cut- throat competi-

tive tendering in local

healith, education and pen- -

‘sions, and schemes to cre-

ate real jobs, new houses
and restore a viable public
transport system. They may

not realise that none of

these are on offer from

Blair's New Labour.

~ They will vote Labour be-

cause it remains the tradi-

tional party of the working

class, and because workers

take politics seriously. |
This is not France,

where the far left can

safely cast a first round

~vote for a leftist candidate
“they know cannot win be-
- fore choosing again in the

second round. Workers

want the Tories out, and La- '

bour is the only plausible
alternative government to

- "the Tories.

" Tony Blair has no inten-
tion of proposing policies
that answer the needs ot

the working class. Butitis .
equally clear that his actual

policies can only be tested
out, fought and defeated in
practice.

~ As long as the dominant
factor in workers’ minds is

getting rid of the Tories, de-

bate on finer points of pol-
icy for the future appears

s for
ent

abstract and irrelevant.
The time to take on Blair
and win is once the main
enemy has been swept
away, and the timid role of
Labour in office runs into
conflict with the mood and

-aspirations of the wdrkinu

class. -
‘That’s why the fight now
in the unions and in the
CLPs remains crucial in set-
ting out the ground for the
fight to come. |

- Blair so far has accom-

“plished only Phase One of

his master-plan to reshape

" the Labour Party. The left

must fight tooth and nail to
stop the compietion of this
plan. | |
The battle in every union
conference this summer
must inciude the fight for -
specific policy commit-.
ments that would be de-
manded of a Labour

goverament, and for oppo-

sition to any attempt to

~weaken the union link.

And the June 17 confer-
ence, aiming to unite the

left in the party and the un-

jons in a campaign for so-
cialist policies, will bg an
important rallying point.
Blair is preparing for
government. The left must

~prepare as well.
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| Sociahst Outlook supporter Andy Rlchards was one of ma newly-elected Labour group of

councillors to 1ake control in Hove on May 4. A priority for the group now will be to turn around

controversial Portland Gate complex.

Two-tler system
' as Blair rests on
‘union right wing

. ONE LAW for Blairites,
another for the rest.
That’s New Labour. .

~ For unions which bia-
tantly ignored any demo-
cratic procedures but
opted to vote for Blair's
declaration of loyaity to
the capitalist market sys-
tem, there were no ques-
tions asked. |

Among these were not
only the hard-right AEEU,
which did not conduct a
ballot but a so-calied =
‘opinion poll’, and John
Edmonds’ hard-blowing
and undemocratic GMB,
which after months of blus-
tering hints of oppaosition
eventuaily plumped for
Blair's clause, but aiso
the shopworkers’ union
USDAW, which left the
vote to its conterence dele-
gates after a speech-from
Tony Blair.

Apparently it is alright
for delegates to decide
when they back Tony, but
riot if they don’t.

The two major unions
which decided, quite prop-
erly according to their own
rules, but without a baliot,
to stand in defence of
~ Glause Four were UNISON
and the TGWU. -

“Both unions conducted

'consultations according to

their own constitution. The
“TGWU decision was
made, as always, by its
elected lay delegation to
Labour Conference; the
UNISON vote was cast by
‘elected delegates to its Af-

filiated Political Fund after

extensive regional fo-
rums. Had either or both
of them voted for Blair,
nothing more would have
been said.

Instead both unions

Empty words Edmonds

have taced a lwo-pronged
onslaught. |
- On the public level,
there has heen a huge
‘campaign led by Blair’s
team attacking their iead-

~ ers for being out of touch
~ and their decision not to

conduct membership bal-
lots, blandly ignoring the
probiems of cost and the
organisational effort that

this would have involved.

Lists

Indeed UNISON is even _.

now wrestling with the

huge problem of assem- -
~ bling a full central mem-

bership list to conduct a
ballot on NHS pay, with
the urim echoes of last

- year’s NATFHE judgement

ringing in the ears of oﬁi-
cials.
- The second level of at-

~ tack is being waged be-

hind the scenes. Blair’s
‘gang has stepped up the
‘dirty war’ of arm-twisting

~ and manipulation, openly

promoting the right wing
candidacy of Jack Dromey
against a floundering Bill
Morris for the TGWU lead

- the Tory privatisation of the housing stock and find a way of re-housiny the resldents from the

ership, and seeking to un-

| dermine Rodney Bicker-
staffe as the probable next

general secretary of UNI-
SON.

“ But of course these
were not the only unions
that held the line for
Clause Four. )

Even while the constitu-
encies collapsed, casting

‘only three percent of votes

against Blair, block votes
totalling a credible 35 per-

~ cent at the conference in-

cluded smaller unions I_ike

- the RMT, GPMU, FBU,

ASLEF and others, many
of which have good rea-
sonto reject Blair's eva-
sions on nationalisation,
full employment, the mini-

“mum wage and trade un-
.|on rights.

Had John Edmonds
taken seriously his own
speeches and votes a
week earlier aj the Scot-
tish TUC for renationalisa-
tion and a plan to create a
million new jobs, and the
GMB voted for Clause
Four, Blair would have
been pushed close to de-

feat.

unions will now take on in-
creased importance. The
whole debate about how
the decision on Clause Four "
was made was always de-

~ signed to steer away from

the central political choice
that was on offer, between
Blair's total capitulation to

~ free market capitalism, or

adherence to the notion of a
different type of system,
based on common owner-
ship.

In the struggles yet to
come these issues will
come back to haunt the un-
ion leaders who fixed the
vote for Blair

The ﬁght on policy in the

THE INK is barely dry on
‘Blair’s new contract with

capitalism — but already the

Labour Party-trade union

link is under attack.
There are moves to lessen
the union input into party con-

ference and the national ex-

ecutive. -

- Socialist Outlook has al- |
ways questioned the way the

block vote works. We have

- consistently argued for more
. democratic ways of express-

ing the voice of organised la-

- bour.

We want to increase the in-

volvement of ordinary trade

unionists against the imposi-
tions of the bureaucrats.
This is a totally different

approach from Blair. He has

“used electoral changes to de-

crease the say of members not
to involve them more.

~ Many on the left in the con-
stituency parties bowed to the
pressure for ‘one member,

one vote’ (OMOV) to decide -
‘on Clause Four. The results of

this are now becoming clear.
The ‘democracy’ of an indi-

vidual ballot has been used to -
cut out the role of trade unions

affiliates in local parties.

- Now thatlocal government -
has been purged of the left,

Blair finds it possible to curb

" union support on Labour’s

NEC by including local gov-
ernment representation.
The new model “‘involve-

~ment”’ implemented by the
‘newly-merged Communica-

tions Workers Union is in-
structive. General Secretary
Alan Johnson was determined
to do things the Blair way.
Despite the clear policy in
the pre-merger unions in fa-

vour of Clause Four, he in-
sisted on balloting the‘._

membership.
This took the form of an

insert into the union’s journal
-asking the loaded question:
‘““do you agree with the

NEC?”. The pitifully low

turnout of 17 per cent was

nevertheless portrayed as a
clear mandate. |
Other unions are now be-

ing asked to follow the same -

example. Blair is even trying

to intervene politically to .
~ with rooting out bureaucratic

shape decisions on industnal
action in non-affiliated unions

‘like the NUT.

It is no accident that the
same Tony Blair refuses to re-
peal the Tory anti-union laws,
which have seen the imposi-
tion of individual ballots as a

crucial weapon.to reduce the

ability of unions to take

- prompt action and of their
~elected leaders to g1ve firm

leadership.
The trade unions have al-

ways depended on the. elec-

tion of representanves who

‘would negotiate and take de-

cisions on behalf of wider
groups of members, delegates

who cast votes on behalf of =~

branches at conferences, and
executive members with

- scope to decide day-to ~day

policy.
.To insist "that each and
every point of policy must be

~ subject to an individual ballot

of members could effectively
paralyse unions in the work-
place and at national level
That is exactly why the To-
ries — whose party is subject

to no internal democracy

whatever - have worked so
hard to 1mpose these restric-
uons -

We urgently need now to
wage a campaign reasserting
the importance of participa-
tory informed representative
democracy.

This can go hand in hand

abuses and the fight for the
democratic election and right

 to recall all full- tlme union

officials.

B Ctmference: NEW LA-

BOUR AND THE UNIONS,
called by Socialist Move-
ment Trade Union Com-
mittee, Saturday July

15.

Details from SMTUC,
3, Blades House, London
SE115TW |
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The so-’called consultation
over Clause Four was the

first time the constituency

parties have ‘voluntarily’
used the one member, one
vote system (OMOV), al-

though it is now compul-
sory for leadership and
NEC elections.

~ Although the NEC pulled

back from making it compul-
sory on this occasion, some
500 CLPs bowed to pressure

to implement OMOV, and this

proved a key element of Biair's

SUCCess.
The exercise was reminis-
cent of a napoleonic plebiscite,

simply seeking the endorse-

ment of the leader’s authority,
and minimising the impact of
any informed debate by reach-

“ing out to the most passive and
least committed members.

The ballot paper produced
by Walworth Road was a trav-
esty, offering no option to vote
positively for the old Clause
Four, and was accompanied by
a sycophantic letter from Tom

- Sawyer. Although there was no
“compulsion to use this, few

own ballot material.
- Having seen how helpful it

| can be, and how strong a voice

it gives the right wing media in
shaping policies along his cho-
sen lines, we can expect the
principle of OMOV ballots to be

promoted more widely by Blair

and his team, not only on La-
bour Party issues, but also on
union policy questlons

Tighter control

Inside the party this neatly
coincides with the assault on
the frequency of General Man-
agement Committee meetings
and on the policy-making
power of the annual confer-
ence, with the objective of
bringing the party under ever-
tighter control.

‘This of course is descnbed
as democracy. But replacing
representative, delegated de-
mocracy with the spurious

voting by uninformed,. unin- -

volved individuals prey to the

pressure of the mass media is

a serious affack on democ-
racy. In particular it excludes
any trade union input from de-
cision-making.

Why Blair’s ballots
‘do not mean more
democracy

The democratic way of de-
ciding policy centres on voting
at General Committee level af-

‘ter full debate involving the

views of delegates from all

. wards and affiliated unions.

Even when holding ballots
there are more democratic op-
tions than Blair's plebiscite
method. In Islington North
CLP, the left managed to getan
alternative ballot paper, con-
taining both the options.

In other situations, ballot
papers can be distributed at
meetings which debate the is-

~ sue, with postal votes for

those who genuinely cannot
attend. .

Whatever the mechamsm
the political fight must go.on.
If the left fail to explain the
principles behind opposition
to OMOV, we will not persuade

“many of the new layer of mem--

bers joining the party without
experience in the unions.
We cannot leave the terri-

tory to the leadership and their

spin doctors. We have to fight
within OMOV, while at the
same time fighting for a more
democratic alternative.

CLPs decided to produce their ) | | B
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By Neil Murray

‘SO BLAIR won, though
not by the landslide he had
hoped for. |

In place of an outline of
how the Labour Party could
achieve its aims, it now has a
mission statement full of waf-
fle and no commitments be-
yond support for the "rigours
of competition’ and the "en-
terprise of the market’.

For all the talk about get-
ting rid of archaic and mean-
ingless forms of words, the
whole debate was primarily
“an exercise designed to reas-
sure the ruling class about the
timidity of a Labour govern-
ment, and to inflict a defeat on
the Left.

Blair’s new ‘aims and val-
ues’ makes explicit what has
been the practice of the La-

bour Party and Labour gov-

ernments throughout 1its
history.

It is intended to signal to
the ruling class that Labour
has no ‘hidden agenda’ to
cause it concern, and to the
working class not to expect
‘much from a Labour govern-
ment, further underlining
what is being said in (non-)
policy statements.

The change is largely sym-
bolic - since no Labour gov-
ernment ever intended to
implement Clause IV —butno
less important for that, since
it removes an apparent Com-
mitment to socialism.

While at root changing
nothing in the nature of the
Labour Party, it does change
the way in which many peo-
ple perceive it.

Equally important to Blair
was inflicting a defeat, and
marginalising the Leftoveran
- issue which it regarded as ba-
sic to the very existence of the
Labour Party.

Desperation

The overwhelming reason
why Blair was most success-
ful in the constituency parties
is the level of desperation to
get rid of the Tones.

Many are so desperate they
will jump through whatever
political hoops they are told
stand in the way of a Labour
victory.

Despite the 9-1 result in
ballots, there is no great tide
of enthusiasm for the new
aims and values, with many
setting aside serious reserva-
tions to_vote ‘for’ what they
are told is the key to electoral
success.

Where real debate took
place over the replacement of
Clause 1V, people could be
convinced, but this was al-
ways an uphill struggle given
‘the way Blair could mobilise
the whole Party machinery,
backed up by most of the me-

dia, to put his case.

The turning point was the
collapse in the face of dema-
gogy about individial ballots.
Rather than insist on in-
formed democratic debate in-
volving the maximum
number of members and dele-

gate decision-making, CLPs

which had voted to keep
Clause IV felt steamrollered

“into ballots and unable to

summon up the arguments
against.

Blair skilfully manipu-
lated events from the start to
circumvent collective deci-
sion. making with the pro-

posal for a special conference

in advance of any union con-
ferences.

The rigged ‘debate’, “‘con-
sultation’, isolated voting and
biased ballot papers were
used in dictatorial fashion to
get the desired outcome.

Those who resisted either

the policy change or the

method of achieving it were
increasingly vilified for danng
to speak out and for not aban-

doning collective decision

making - though- of course
these criticisms did not apply to
those who decided without bal-
lots to back Tony Blair.

The exercise having
worked so well, Blair is now
looking at making postal bal-
lots compulsory in future,

given that they were only ad- -

visory this time around
(though it was hard to tell the
difference).

15—
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Prescott: empty words will not stop Blair attacking unions

It soon became clear that

resistance meant speaking

out, with any that did so fac-

ing a tide of unattributed slan-
ders and attacks emanating
from Blair’s office. |

After the tide turned in
Blair’s favour with the Scot-
tish conference, many MPs
began to look to safeguard
their own parliamentary ca-

reers. Even several of the

Campaign Group of MPs
were at best lukewarm about
fighting Blair.

~ An exception to this pro-
gressive collapse was Trib-
une, which having
prevaricated at the start, came
down in support of the De-
fend Clause IV campaign.

New recruits

Much has been made of
how the 100,000 new recruits
to the Labour Party influ-
enced the outcome of the
Clause Four battle.

ole)

While this is undoubtedly
true, it does not mean the left

should write them all off just

because a small, prominent
minority are well-heeled arch
modermnisers and ex-SDPers.

Many are trade unionists
joining at the reduced rate;
others are people who have

suffered under the Tories and
‘want to help Labour win, such

as those protesting against
education cuts.

When they can be engaged
in debate (the last thing Blair
wants) and, even more, in ac-

Union leaders who argued for Blair’s
clause to preserve influence on a Labour

government are in for a rude awakening.

A

Most of the soft left even-
tually gave in to Blair. Many
of their MPs supported Blair
from the start, but some, such
as Peter Hain, swallowed the
line that this was an open ex-
ercise, open to adding to the

- existing Clause IV sections
~on racism, sexism and so on,

not wanting to recognise what
Blair’s purpose was.

tive campaigning, many of

these people can be won over.

Blair has made it as plain
as possible that he is not going
to rest on his laurels. Those
trade union leaders and activ-
ists who argued that we would
have no influence with a La-
bour government if they did
not *support Tony’ on Clause
IV are in for a rude awaken-

-----

ing, if they were not cynical
in the first place. Prescott’s
well-publicised ‘words of
warning’ to Blair not to rush
the attack on the union link
ring hollow after all the serv-
ice Prescott has done in help-
ing to defeat the Left and
strengthen Blair’s hand.

Blair is prepared to crush
any opposition, including
sidelining any Shadow Cabi-
net members who even ques-
tion his judgement.

It is a question only of how
quickly, not whether, he moves
to reduce the union share of the
vote, revamp the powers and
structure of the NEC, and de-
mand the unions adopt his ver-
sion of ‘democracy’.

Blair wants the Party re-
duced to a passive membership
allowing him to decide policy,
and meekly accepting it.

Blair is working to an

analysis of the failure of the
last Labour government. His
starting point is not that the
government failed the work-
ing class, but how to prevent
the Party taking the leader-
ship to task for that failure.

Every policy statement,
and Labour’s refusal to back
a single fight now on any is-
sue against the Tory govern-
ment makes it clear that he has
no intention of seriously re-
versing the devastation the
Tories have brought about.

Instead we have the Borrie
commission with its assault
on the welfare state, the re-
fusal to even countenance the
renationalisation of the utili-
ties, evasion on the issue of
the minimum wage, and scorn
poured on the very idea of full
employment.

Capitalism

Given the state of the econ-
omy, to do otherwise would
require a major attack on
capitalism, something no La-
bour government has ever

been committed to carry out.

Blair wants to destroy the

Party’s ability to reflect the
frustration of the working class,

leaving him a free rein to crush
opposition internally and exter-
nally.

During the last Labour

government, particularly

around opposition to pay

laws, the Left gained ground -

in both the unions and the

‘constituencies and united to

defeat the leadership.

Blair's refusal to back struggles now shows Labour in g

...............
.................

.....
....
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Blair wants to act now, in

advance, dismantle the -

mechanisms by which this
could happen again.

His aim is the European

model of social democracy,
where although not essen-
tially different to Labour in
their political nature, political
party structures do not allow

_anything like the same direct

input by the unions in their
decision-making.

In the immediate future we
can expect Blair to receive

‘unquestioning loyalty, but the

desperation for a Labour gov-
ernment is double-edged.

People want to see the To- |

ries out because they want an
end to unemployment, home-
lessness and the marketisa-
tion of the NHS, not because
they want the same policies
with a smile. |

Every indication shows
that the policies Blair sets his
face against, such as the rena-
tionalisation of water, have
majority support not just
amongst Party members, but
the population at large.

Thatcher

Last time a Labour govern-
ment failed the working class
we saw the growth of the far
right and, eventually, Labour’s
replacement by a right-wing
Tory government under
Thatcher. History will repeat

itself unless the left begins to

pose a serious alternative.
The worst possible re-

sponse from the Left would
be to retreat wounded into

isolation.

An important battle has
been lost, but there are many
more struggles ahead. We can
take heart from the way sec-
tions of the movement re-

sisted, and the new links built

between activists in the con-
stituencies and the unions.

If we build on this, the left
can prepare the movement for

the tasks ahead. We need to

link up with, and take forward
all those struggles taking

place against the Tories now,

while advancing a clear
analysis of Blair’s intentions
and taking the offensive
around key issues of policy.
The Left needs to develop

an alternative clear voice to

Blair up to, during and be-
yond the General Election.
Socialist Outlook is commit-
ted to support this fight.

vernment will not reverse Tory attacks

| June 17

ists who turned up so soon
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focus
for fight
back

By Alan Thornett

THE DAY after Blair's vic-
tory, the socialist fight-

hack began. |

Nearly 100 attended the
nost conference meeting
called on the Sunday by the

Defend Clause 4 Defend So-

cialism campaign. it con-
solidated the network of
activists who over the past
6 months have fought to de-
fend the clause against the
right.

~ Two and a half hours of
discussion brought near una-
nimity that the fight goes on.

The meeting endorsed a

statement outlining its re-
sponse to the Blair victory
and called a conference of
the left in Birmingham on
June 17. which will be
based around issues - from

| wages to the detence of the

NHS and education - which
are central to the struggle
hoth in the Labour Party
and the unions. and which
can reiate directly to those
who are instruggle or mov-
ing towards a fight.

Policies

This will discuss how
hest to take forward the
struggle for socialist poli-
cies at this year's Labour
narty conference. and In
preparation for a probable
Labour government.

The strength of the meet-
ing was the number of activ-

after the events of Saturday
nrepared to continue the
fight. Its weakness was the
lack of MPs and umons rep-
resented at a national
level. Patrick Sikorski. from
the RMT's EC. was the only
representative of a national
union.

Socialist Outlook support-
ers back this initiative.
which must be built on the
hroadest possible basis to
draw in all those committed
to socialism in the unions
and Lahour Party at all lev-
els.
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Five

By Charles Mullet

Commentators assessing

" the televised head-to-head

debate between French

~ presidential contenders

Jacques Chirac (on the
right, Gaullist, graduate of
the elite Ecole nationale
d’administration, ENA)
and Lionel Jospin (Social-

ist, also graduate of the elite.

Ecole nationale d’admini-
stration) were struck by
how polite it was compared

“to previous such confronta-
tions. |

Symbol

Responding to the deep
anxiety aroused in the French

establishment by the impres-

sive votes for far-right and far-
left candidates in the first
round, both these “ENAr-
ques” wanted to appear as the
sober symbol of national

ALAIN KRIVINE
was one of the
leaders of the
student
movement in
May 1968. Today
he a leading
member of the
Revolutionary
Communist
League (LCR).
SONIA LEITH
asked him about
the implications

of the election

for the .
revolutionary
left.

Jean-Marie Le Pen (Na-

tional Front) won 15% of
votes - his best score

~ever. Why?

He managed to project his
‘“‘respectable *’ image. This
let the Front ride on the fall-
out of unemployment and
marginalisation, deeply felt
by a range of layers in soci-
ety. They also profited from
the corruption scandals

plaguing the main parties.

The National Front is
clearly putting down roots in
the “‘basement’ of French
society. Le Pen’s best scores

unity.

Explosive topics such as
racism and immigration were
hardly mentioned while much
of the debating time was
wasted discussing institu-
tional reforms and minor tax
changes. |

Promises
Despite ritual campaign
promises from both sides of
dynamic change, the debate
showed what the new presi-

dency will be all about: con-
tinuity, but against an

increasingly stormy back-

ground.

The backbone of this con-

tinuity is the Europe of the
Maastricht Treaty.

Internally, the road to Eco-
nomic and Monetary Union
has been paved with high and
persistent unemployment.

The next stretch will, addi-
tionally, be built on drastic

cuts in social programmes and

further public sector job cuts.

were in regions with rela-
tively large immigrant popu-
lations. Most worrying is the
evidence that Le Pen was
the most popular candidate
among voters representing
the “‘classic’’ sociological

- working class.

Communist Party Secre-
tary Robert Hue claims the
1.9% increase in his party’s
score compared to 1988 1s a
“major event”.

The halt in their long
term decline is certainly

- something they are happy

about, but one shouldn’t ex-
aggerate the importance of
the extra votes - mainly pro-
tests against the Socialist
Party.

And the problem is that
CP conservatives will now
say there is no need for fur-
ther modernisation, while
the “‘reformers’’ will be en-
couraged to push for more.
One real success was the ree-
mergence of a milieu of in-
tellectuals who were again
willing to support the Com-
munist Party.

‘“Workers’ Struggle” can-
didate Arlette Laguiller got
over 5% -and announced her
plan to create a “‘large left
party’’.

She started her campaign
with her usual abstract cri-
tique of capitalism. Then,

If Germany is to be persuaded
to give up the D-Mark, then
the French franc must at all
costs be kept as strong as the
German currency. |
The high score for the far
right is a result of the fact that
the right-wing programme the
strong franc policy entails was
first implemented by a sup-
posedly left-wing regime.
Another Socialist Presi-
dent would mean more €co-
nomic pain and more fuel for

fascism’s fire.

The votes for the far left, on
the other hand, show that mil-
lions are ready to open the
“third round’’ on the streets
against whoever wins.

Foreign policy

There is also a growing cri-
sis of French foreign policy.
Since its foundation the Euro-
pean Community or Union
has accepted French political
and diplomatic leadership and
financially underwritten
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French neo-colonialism.
" Now the internal balance of
power in Europe is moving

towards- Germany, newly
~ united and with an increas-

ingly dependent north and
east European periphery.
The French response has

~ been to build up European de-

fence and diplomatic structures

which it can dominate and tie

Germany firmly into these.
However, that domination

-------

SRR, Sty

itself, which rests on France’s -

status as a nuclear power

........

.........

backed up by a strong army,
cannot be taken for granted.

‘Hence the high French
military profile in Yugoslavia
or Rwanda and French inter-
est in defence cooperation
with that other nuclear power,
Britain.

Debacle

The debacle of European
policy in the former Yugosla-
via is a tremendous blow for

France.
Furthermore, other Euro-

when she realised she was
having an effect, particularly
among former CP voters ,
she began to propose transi-
tional demands - an Emer-
gency Plan. This was a
historic first for Lutte Quvn-
ere (Workers Struggle).

Some of her proposals
were good, some were ultra-
left, and some of what she
said about the state rather
vague. But still, she no
longer proposes a “‘'mass
revolutionary party’’ but a
broad party to fight for the
exploited.

What does this new
proposition mean? Maybe
nothing - the last issue of
their paper didn’t repeat Ar-
lette’s propositions.

Maybe it’s a classical
Lambertiste proposition - ig-

“noring the really existing po-

litical forces, especially the
non-revolutionary parts of
the alternative left and the
ecological movement, and

- simply proclaiming a broad

initiative, which would be
nothing more than a sectar-
jan operation based on a
Lutte Ouvriere core - a pro-
ject doomed to failure.

But maybe LO is really
thinking about building a
workers’ party - which

- would be very interesting in-

deed.

million vote

for left candidates

Red-Green candidate
Michelle Voynet only

polied 3.35 per cenl—

doesn’t this show the
failure of the alternative
left-green recomposition
you have been working
for? -
Any recomposition was
doomed from the moment
Voynet was only proposed
by the Greens. She tried to
catch up later, by stressing
the elements 1n her pro-
gramme which imply a
rupture with the existing lib-
eral consensus - the 35 hour
week, solidarity, internation-
alism and so on - and by
accepting the support of a
range of alternative left
groups.
But Green she remained for
the public and the media.
And in the end she scored
less votes than the Green can-
didate A. Waechter in 1983.
A part of the (very small)
French Green movement de-
serted her, and she picked up
new support on the alterna-.
tive left. But not much. She
says she was seen as “'t0oo0
green for the Reds, and too
red for the Greens™

What now?

The LCR calls for a vote
against Chirac in the second
round. But we have no illu-
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streets led by the left

pean states, above all Ger--

many, have resisted new de-

mands to cough up for French
neo-colonialism in the recent

~ negotiations over the renewal

of the Lomé Convention.

- Nor should we overlook
the symbolism of bananas,
with German consumers and
importers chafing at Brussels’
defence of the preferential
treatment of small neo-colo-
nial bananas over big free-
market ones. | |
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Chirac: LCR calls for a vote against

sions in Jospin, especially
after 14 years of Socialist
Party management of the

country.

The growth in soci
struggles during the election
period shows that more and
more workers. are fed up
with passtvity. |

- Qver five million voters
supported left-wing candi-
dates who criticised the So-
cialist Party’s management
of the bourgeoisie’s auster-
ity plans. This is a period of

. remobilisation. We need to

find the political keys, to
avoid the mobilisation fall-
ing flat.

That is why we initially
called for a left unity candi-
date to the left of the Social-
ist Party. We were
unsuccessful, but the cur-
rent situation is still crying
out for such a realignment.

 If we miss this moment,
a whole new generation of
militants will be disillu-
sioned, confused or sucked
up by the Socialist Party
and the Communists. This
is the time to start opening
spaces for common action
and building spaces for com-

" mon reflection.

M Interviewed in Paris on
April 25 by Sonia Leith.




Bosnians fight back as cease-fire ends

 Croatia grabs
- back stolen

“territory

the Yugoslav army, backed -

By Alan Thornett

The partial and much bro-
ken ceasefire in Bosnia has

ended.

Not only have there been
new offensives by the Bos-
nian army, but the Croatian
army has invaded and recov-
ered a segment of the Croa-

tian territory occupied by

Serbian forces since 1991.

The motivation of Croa-
tian president Tudjman seems
to be two-fold. First he hopes
it will help him win in the
forthcoming elections, and
secondly the exercise will al-
low him to test out his
chances of recovering Ser-
bian occupied territory with-
out the intervention on
Milosevic and the Yugoslav
army - still the strongest mili-
tary force in ex-Yugoslavia -
and the initiation of a wider
Balkan war.

In 1991 Croatia was the
first victim of Milosevic’s
Greater Serbia policy. A third

of its territory was invaded by

up by Serbian irregulars, at a
cost of 10,000 lives and the
systematic ethnic cleansing to
remove the non-Serb popula-

tion.

Since then the territory
taken has remained under
Serb occupation in the form
of the self-declared Republic
of Krajina. Led by Milan
Martic itis in alliance with the
Bosnian Serbs and Radovan
Karadzic - including a joint
military command.

Aggressor

Later on in the Bosnian
war Croatia became a joint
aggressor for a period of time
with the Serbs against Bosnia
and carried out its own ethnic

- cleansing.

This, along with other
atrocities committed by the
Croatian army were rightly
condemned and opposed; but
it does not alter the wrongs
inflicted against Croatia by

Serbia or make the military

division of Croatia any more
right or acceptable.
| .

The area retaken by Croa-
tian forces is the strategically
important pocket of Western
Slovonia and the town of Pak-
rac.

This is only a fraction of
the territory occupied by Ser-
bian forces but it represents,
potentially, a decision by
Croatia to reject UN policy -

‘the protection of the status

quo —and a military challenge
to Martic and Karadzic.
However it develops, this
military action by the Croa-
tian army against the Croatian
Serbs is good news for the
Bosnian government, which
has stepped up its own offen-
sive against the Bosnian
Serbs in the past few weeks.
Although the ceasefire has
been a sham - Bihac has been
shelled by the Serbs almost
daily throughout its existence
— the Bosnian government
has used it to further train and
re-equip the BH army.
Despite the arms embargo,
which continues to deny it
heavy weapons, the BH army
has been transformed in the
past year in terms of light
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Fighting to push back s__‘__erb aggressors: Croaliah ' troops

weapons and equipment. This
has been helped by the shaky
alliance between the Bosnian
government and the Bosnian
Croats of Hertzog Bosna,
which has facilitated a trickle
of light weapons from the
coast.

Morale
p]

On top of this there has -

been a transformation of mo-
rale and motivation in the
Bosnian army - particularly
in important areas like
Travnik and Tuzla.

This motivation 1s con-
nected to the Bosnian politi-
cal objectives, the liberation

of occupied lands, the return

of refugees to their homes,
and the reversal of ethnic
cleansing. |
- The Bosnian Serbs, on the
other hand, are fighting in de-
fence of their ethnically

-~ cleansed state. 4

This has led the BH arm
to their biggest military suc-
cesses of the war - particu-
larly their recent capture of
the Valsic mountain range in
the Travnik region.

Although, on any rational
criteria, the politics of the
conflict in ex-Yugoslavia is
becoming clearer all the time,
this remains lost on most of
the left in Britain.

The biggest organisations
of the far left, Militant Labour
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and the SWP, still refuse to
recognise Bosnia’s national
rights, stand aside in the con-
flict, and still equate the Bos--
nians with the Serbian
regimes as a ‘‘warring fac-
tion™. |

Socialist Outlook has al-
ways rejected this view and
has supported the struggle of
the Bosnian people against
the occupation and division
of their country.

To this end we continue to

support International Work-

ers Aid to Bosnia which takes
practical aid to the Tuzla Re-
gion to back their fight for the
defence of a multi-ethnic so-

ciety. =

Strike wave as workers confront multinationals

Deng’s dem

crack up Ch

ise could

...........

By Simon Day

‘“THE POLITICAL fate of China

1s up for grabs’’ announced a re-
cent US government report. The
CIA think China has a 50-50
chance of breaking up after the
death of Deng Xiaoping.

The vultures are already hovering"

over his sickbed — Prime Minister Li
Peng and President Jiang Zemin both
hope to benefit from Deng’s demise.

International capital also sees this

moment as decisive.

Since 1989 up to $200 billion has
been poured into the country. In
1994 foreign trade was more than
$200 billion. The trade surplus with
the USA was $23 billion in 1993.

Internally the turnaround has been
just as dramatic.

GDP has grown by over nine per

cent a year since 1980. There has
been a similar rise in national in-
come. Living standards and expecta-
tions for urban workers have risen
markedly. |

Now that peasants are no longer

forced to remain in their villages tens
of million of them have moved in
search of better prospects. They ar-
rive in cities which have not yet de-
veloped the usual mechanisms of
social regulation needed by urban
environments. The situation is tense.

The fear of peasant revolt was a
prime motivation behind the privati-
sation of land and the partial intro-

Brute repression crushed 1989 revolt by students and workers

duction of capital'ist methods of pro-
duction in the countryside.
The Communist Party judged that

the accompanying fragmentation of

the peasantry was the only way they
could guarantee their position in the
face of growing discontent. |
Now the fruits of that policy are
being borne in another form of mass
discontent. |

ety
"

Strikes and other forms of indus-
trial action are now commonplace,
especially in the new special export
zones the government has estab-
lished along the coast. In Shenzhen,
the largest one, there have been 1100
so-called “‘collective labour dis-
putes’’ over the past two years.

“Minimum wage

Most of the unrest occurs in for-
eign owned factories. This is very
embarrassing for the ‘“‘socialist”

government of the Communist

Party. Seventy per cent of workers in
Shenzhen are paid below the official
minimum wage and most are forced
to do an average of 150 hours over-
time a month. -

The zone’s newspaper reported that
“workers are not allowed to tatk when
they have their meals; when walking to
and from the factory, the dormitory and
canteen, they are required to follow a
special line en route; if they step be-
yond this line they will be punished by
being forced to stand to attention for
long periods, or suffer monetary penal-
isation.”

This sort of treatment recently
provoked a strike of 3000 workers.
Health and safety standards are ap-

. palling and routinely ignored.

In spite of this, international capi-

talism is piling on the pressure for .

further curbs in worker’s conditions
and pay.

In a significant move Toshiba’s
president in the northern city of
Dalian has recently petitioned the
authorities bemoaning the rise of la-
bour militancy. His company have
threatened to move their operation to
the Philippines.

A recent report in the Financial
Times actually shows a slowdown in
the rate of Japanese investment.

Nevertheless, said a spokesperson

for Toyota, “‘phases of uncertainty,
even a leadership change, will not

‘affect the move towards market

opening.”’ |

Whether he is proved correct
hinges a great deal on what happens
in the succession battle. The range of
possibilities depends very much on

the choices made by the CCP after
- Deng. -

........

MOO11NO dTHOM
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Memonal to British lmpenahst brutality: Bomber Harris

Five wars in one

THE SECOND World War must be understood as a combination of

five different contlicts:

1. An inter-imperialist war, fought for world hegemony and won by the
United States.

2. A just war of self defence by the Soviet Union against an imperialist
attempt to cofonise the country and destroy the achievements of the 1917
revolution.

3. A just war of the Chinese people against imperialism. which would
develop into a socialist revolution.

4. A just war of Asian colonial peoples against the various military
powers and for national liberation and sovereignty, which in some cases
(eg Indochina) spilled over into socialist revolution.

9. A just war of national liberation fought by the populations of the oc-
cupied countries of Europe, which grew into socialist revoiutions (Yugo-
slavia and Albania) ar open civil war (Greece and north [taly).

In the European East the old order collapsed under the pressure of
popular aspirations and Soviet military-bureaucratic action. In the West
and South bourgeois order was restored — often against the wishes of
the masses — by Western allied troops.

M This analysis is set out in Ernest Mandel's short hook
The Meaning of the Second World War (Verso)

Kandanearatchi

THE MAY Day holiday has been
obliterated from the 1995 calen-
dar and replaced by ‘Victory
Day’, to mark the 50th anniver-
sary of the Allies’ victory in the
second world war.

The significance of the two is a
manifestation of conflicting class

* interest.

With the prominence of the roy-
alty, pompous celebrations ar¢ on

- the agenda with mounting propa-

ganda aided by the reactionary press
falsely depicting the war as a cru-
sade against fascism and totalitari-
anism, for democracy and freedom.

A one-sided picture is painted,

portraying only the crimes of the
Nazis and the Axis powers, hiding

the rest.

Whilst we have to express our
profound grief for the six million
innocent Jews who were the victims

of historically unparalleled geno-

cide, and our indignation
against the savage atrocities
of the Japanese, we must re- |
fresh our memories of those
millions killed by the atom
bombs dropped on Hi-
roshima and Nagasaki.

The legacy of this holo- |
caust was inherited by later [
generations, with physically ¥
and mentally deformed chil-
dren. This indelible mark of

the brutality of American [JEEEE.

imperialism will remain
through the history of hu-
mankind.

Nor should the slaughter of
35,000 civilians by British
bombs in Dresden be allowed
to sink into oblivion. Millions
of German civilians were

cannon fodder for the war machine.

Because of imperialist domina-
tion, every corner of the world was
plunged into war, bringing misery
and havoc to millions who had noth-

- ing to gain from the conflict. An

esttimated 53 million died, of whom
38 million were civilians. The claim
that the war was fought to wipe out
fascism and to usher in freedom is
monstrously false.

In the Spanish civil war British and
French imperialism had found com-
mon cause with the fascists, signing
the non-intervention agreement in fa-
vour of the dictator Franco and against
the legitimate and elected Republicans
who were thought to be anti-capitalist.

When the Japanese fell in Indo-
china, French impenalism followed
up on their retreat, and reoccupled
the region.

In the wake of the war a tidal
wave of revulsion that swept across
the world bolstered the anti-imperi-
alist struggles for freedom.

The Indian Swaraj (self rule)

movement had its success in 1947,

later followed by the African libera-

sociation were leading organisa-
tions which -spearheaded the cam-
paign, in particular the CLU
representing workers of European
origin with a leadership influenced
by revolutionary socialist ideas.

On 1 May, with Chicago as the
centre, the struggle escalated to
other cities. One characteristic fea-
ture was that even unskilled and un-
organised workers spontaneously
joined the strike in massive num-
bers. Workplaces were paralysed.

On 4 May at Haymarket Square
following a demonstration, a meet-
ing was held to protest against the
brutal attack by police on a meeting
of strikers at McCormic Reaper
Works. _

A bomb was thrown by a police
agent into the crowd, killing a police
sergeant. This triggered off to a vio-
lent battle with the police firing, and
finally into a bloodbath, killing
seven policemen and six workers.

One year later the leaders of the
protest, Parson, Engel, Fischer and
Spies were executed after a trial
which became renowned as a judi-

killed in calculated Amedrhe ﬂrstl.andon MayDaydemanstratian 1890

bombing of civilian targets.

Far from expressing any remorse,
and despite the kindness and com-
passion shown by the members of
the royal family on television
screens, the Queen Mother recently
unveiled the statue of Sir Arthur
(Bomber) Harris — the butcher re-
sponsible for this carnage.

The war was an explosion in the
race for colonies and economic €x-
ploitation by the imperialists.

Seeing communism as the sworn
enemy of fascism, Hitler tore up his
cynical pact with the USSR and in
1941 launched his attack to demol-
ish the communist state, thus em-
broiling the Soviet Union in the war.
It joined the Allies — only later to
become the implacable enemy.

The entire globe was in the grip

of colonial rule, with Britain’s share
almost one third. The imperialists

could trade colonies with one an-
other; just as Britain offered So-
maliland after Mussolini’s invasion
of Abyssinia. He rejected it.

British profiteers made hay under
the preferential rates of trading with
the colonies, and drew immense
manpower from India and Africa as

tion movement.

The 1945 election brought the Brit-
ish Labour Party to power with a re-
sounding victory despite Churchill’s
personality.

Landmark

In contrast, May Day signifies a
historical landmark in the workers’
struggle against the fetters of slavery
and exploitation.

Originally it was linked with the
eight-hour working day, although
today it has become the workers’
international day of solidarity.

The birthplace of May Day was

Chicago, a city inhabited by a multi-
racial working class belonging to the

militant and revolutionary tradition
that celebrated the anniversary of
the Paris Commune. They were en-
gaged in violent battles in the throes
of severe repression.

 After futile attempts in 1867 and
1879, the hope of an eight-hour
working day was rekindled by the
Chicago Trades Assembly, in de-

- claring 1 May 1886 a day for action.

The Central Labour Union and
International Working Peoples As-

cial travesty This was followed by
a period of repression.

The eight hour day was achieved
by this kind of struggle and sacrifice.
[t must not be thrown into the dust-
bin of history.

Inspired by the example of the
American workers, the founding
congress of the Second International -
resolved to observe May 1 1890 on
an international scale.

In many European countries
workers braved state harassment to
come out on strike. In this process,
May Day became a day of interna-
tional workers solidarity, celebrated
with demonstrations and rallies
around political demands.

Fascism is a product of capitalism,
stemming from a system in crisis and
decay. Its spectre still haunts us.

The present regionalisation of the
globe into competing trade blocks of
the EU, NAFTA and Asia Pacific
region is the precursor to conflicts to
come. |

It remains the task of the working
class to free the world from these
dangers; that’s why May Day, and
not the impenialists’ Victory Day is
important to socialists.

' r
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A Trotskylst veteran remembers Italy m 1945

Revolutlon was |
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- By Charlle Van

THANKS to the logistical
requirements of the British
army, I found myself in
Naples in 1943, soon after
the fall of Mussolini and
the collapse of the fascist
regime. :
-Itwas likelivingina pohtl-

cal renaissance. The atmos-

phere was exhilarating.
Marxist literature was openly
displayed on open air book-
stalls, dated 1926, some with
the pages still uncut. The
booksellers, after these books
were banned, simply con-
. cealed them, waiting for the
day when fascism would
come to an end and they could
sell them again.

Everyone was being very |

political. Revolution seemed
to be in the air. Almost every
wall was covered with slo-

gans: Power to the Workers;'

Viva Stalin; Viva Tito.
The Italian working class,

isolated from the international
socialist movement for nearly

- two decades, identified Stalin

and the advancing Red Army
with the October Revolution.
They were ready for their own
October. |

When Togliati amved in
Italy he was greeted by enthu-
siastic crowds. He was
greeted with cries of Workers
to Power.

But Togliatti had come

back from his Moscow exile
with strict orders from his

- masters in the Kremlin. ‘“No,

comrades‘’, he said (I para-
phrase) “this is not the time
for workers’ power. Our main

job is to support our allies to-

defeat the Germans. Wedon't
need workers’

power, we
need Field Marshals in

power” , a reference to Mar-
shal Badoglio who had suc-
ceeded Mussolini as Prime
Minister. |

Through a member of the
Socialist Party, with whom 1

was friendly, I was asked to -

speak to ameeting of Socialist
Youth. From there a report
must have gone to the local

Trotskyists that I might be

‘one of them’. This is how I
came to meet Nicola de Bar-

“tolomea (Fosca), a veteran

Trotskyist.
He was already in contact
with an American member of

the Workers Party (Shacht-

manites) which was using its

seafarer members to bring
- funds and assistance. I man-

aged to get information
through to the SWP in New
York and help began to arrive
from that source t0o0.

Other American and Brit-

ish servicemen soon found

their way to us. Cigarettes .

were the main currency in

Naples at that time.
I sold my Naafi ration on

the black market, giving all |

the funds to the [talian com-

. rades. |
The Americans brought -
whole case-loads of Camels,

which commanded the high-

est price. With this money we
launched the first Italian Trot-

skyist paper, Il Militante.

We learnt from one of the
American comrades that he
had seen a manifesto calling
for the Fourth International in
Bari and Foggia, on the other
side of the Italian peninsula. It
was signed ‘Mangana’ . -

It was imperative that we
contact him but that part of
Italy was in the American

zone. We needed passes to get -
there.

~ One of my _]ObS was to is-
sue passes to s_oldlers on
leave. I wrote in in my own

‘name, signed with a scribble
and put Lt (for licutenant) af- |

ter the signature.

.......

...........
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Money from a case-load of Camels Iaunched an Itahan paper

An American. comrade

provided Nicola with a letter
stating that he was employed
with the US Military Police

and had permission to visit his

sick mother in Foggia.

We travelled by hitch-hik-

ing on military vehicles; jour-
neyed miles on top of a huge

wine barrel drawn by horses
and eventually reached Fog-

gia and Mangana. |
‘This led to the formation of

“the Partito Operaio Commu-
nista, the first Italian section
~of the Fourth International. I

am the proud possessor of its

number one membership card

Nicola, unfortunately, died
in 1946. Under Mangana’s
* leadership the party took an

ever more sectanan line and
never established roots in the
working class.

- I also met Bordlga We
became very good friends and
established warm comradely

‘relations.

We had many mterestmg
discussions but he was still the
same ultra-left sectarian who
had quarrelled with Lenin. He
was a very colourful person-
ality and his supporters wor-
shipped him. This was a very

~ interesting experience for me.

- In fact, my three years in
Italy was, politically, among
the most fruitful periods of

- my life, an experience I will
never forget. |

as it a war
agalnst

fascism?

~ BySimonDay

THE WAR was a fight for de-

mocracy against German fas-

cism. The Allies represented the
forces of ClVlllS&thH fighting

Nazi barbarism.

This is the core message of every
broadcast and tabloid reprint. The
‘whole of the British establishment
“has thrown its weight behind drum-
ming it home.

But behind the slogans lle a reahty

that is completely ignored in the VE -

celebrations.

Impenalist powers do not go to war

for such things as ‘“‘democracy” and
the rights of small nations. These are
justifying ideologies to cover their real
war aims. Wars can only be understood
as a continuation of politics. |

The economic crash between -
1929 and 1932 convinced Japan and

the USA that growth could no longer
be centred on ‘the home market. But
“to move the focus of their economies

required more than a simply -eco-

nomic reorganisation.

The advent of giant corporations
and multinational business in a vast
capitalist market so heightened comi-
petition between powers as to require

an accompanying new political and

- social re-arrangement to consolidate

the economic project.

This contest took place on a world
scale. To achieve world leadership
needed both economic superiority
and a military strength to enforce it.

The ideologues of Washington
called this endeavour ‘‘making the
world safe for democracy’. Japa-

nese imperialism for its part, realised

dependency on the USA for raw ma-

‘terials was a potentially disastrous
- weakness.

From 1942 onwards the USA
fought for dominance in the Alli-
ance. It made Britain submit because
of its need for aid. What Churchill
called “‘parting with political author-
ity and control’’ set the scene for the
whole post war settlement — a “‘spe-
cial relationship” which was
founded on US hegemony.

Bntain knew well that German
dominated Europe would be the

death knell for the British Empire —

as soon as Hitler had consolidated his
position in on the continent his war
machine would come after British
acquisitions abroad.

This is the real motivation behmd .

British involvement in the war.

All the western powers embarked

upon war to ensure their own impe-
rial interests. Wars are about adapt-
ing political arrangements t0 new
financial-industrial conditions.

It 1s important to appreciate this.

Like Hitler, the American and British ruling class ware fighting for markets and profits

As Ernest Mandel points out in The
Meaning of the Second World War,
to see the war as simply anti-fascist

| is a mistake.

The American and Bntlsh ruling
classes fought the war not in order to
defeat fascism, but to triumph over the

- German and Japanese bourgeoisies.

- There is the world of difference

between the legitimate and just self-

defence of a small nation fighting
German or Japanese imperialism and
the war aims of Britain and the USA.

Wars should be characterised in-
stead by their justice.

To do otherwise results in the la-
bour movement tamely following
behind ruling-class policies — as did
the Communist Party’ s ‘‘anti-fascist
alliances’’. It means ignoring the ter-

rible - atrocities committed in the
colonies of one’s own imperialism.

Rebuilding '

When the war was over, the Com-
munist and social democratic parties
which had collaborated in the impe-

‘rialist war effort ended up collaborat-

ing in rebuilding capitalist states.

- There is further reason to question
all the current demagogy over the
“/defeat of fascism™.

Not only does the snnphcuy col-
lapse a series of processes into only
one of its aspects, but it misunder-

_stands the ideologies that have

shaped the post-war settlement.
Anti-Nazism was the main ideol-
ogy used by the British ruling class

the submission of the workers’ or-

~such things as full employment,
- guaranteed living standards and so-

to get its working class to fight, die,
and endure cuts in living standards.
It was an 1mportant tool in gaining

ganisations. N
It was important also in fashlon-
ing the workers’ movement post war.
The relationship was consolidated in
a new way in the Attlee administra-
tion - a very workable alliance was
drawn up between workers, govern-
ment, intellectuals and the labour
movement bureaucracy founded on

cial liberalisation. .
It is the drawn out death of this
settlement that continues to shape Brit-
ish politics. And no amount of VE day
nostalgia will hide its demise.




As Mugabe caves in to. IMF austenty
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Zimbabwe’s

By Bala Kumar

President Robert Mugabe

forecast his party’s land-

| slide victory long’ before it
. | happened. |
o With voter.turn out only 58

white minority rule in 1980.
- Most of the opposition boy-
cotted the poll. The most trou-

‘blesome candidates for the
‘government were their pre-
vious supporters who ran as

independents. Some reflect a
real frustration among the ur-
ban poor.

Real wages have plum-'

hopes betra e

meted and somal services hke necessary cap1ta1 for seeds,
~health and education have

- been slashed. One in five pub-

lic sector workers have been

- sacked.

Foreign debt has mcreased

by 44 percentto $3.8 billionand

debt consumes 30 cents in every

so important in the liberation
struggle.

Capital

Most of the official land
“redistribution’” was only a
recognition of already existing
de facto arrangements. More-
over its owners still lack the

fernhsers and . oxen to make

best use of it.

The large commercial sec-
tor, which now includes some
black pohtlclans and their -
relatives, has far easier access
to credit and money. They do -

-  dollarofexportearnings.- ~ not rely on the recently dis-

: gﬁi f‘il:)t,szggﬂ;ye:;ﬁl;:igshz.iﬂ} - Land nemain's a hignly con- ‘mantled state marketlng
‘babwe African UnitY-—-—Pan-i- tentious. issue. The failure of boards

otic Front, which has the.govemment _to transform Corruption is nfe in rulmg

governed since the end of - agticultural relations has an- party circles around the award

gered the rural poor who were  of land grants and state tenders.

Mugabe’s swift responses -

to past scandals shows that he

remains very sensitive to pub-
lic feeling on these matters.

- The main debate in govern-
ment is over Mugabe’s suc-
cessor. For those radicals left
in the ZANU—PF what con-

~ fronts them is the dismal task |

of changing its present course.

Fake umty
can’t stop

-

Hindu zealots

Ratnam’s Bombay

- starring Manisha

c1st Shiv Sena Also that the

armed crowds which they

m police force sympathise with

have always denied happen- .

communal sentiments from \.

| K | GOV'NDAN - police sided with Hindu both Muslims and Hmdus
‘reviews Mani mobs and controversially fordecades.
| shows them firing into un- The ending is totally un-

real. Extremist leaders repent
for their fanaticism, and peo-.

ing. % ple form a human chain for
| Kourala and AWIHd It is estimated that over peace. So all we are left with
SWa my 60 per cent of the Bombay is the discredited politics of

*Hindu-Muslim bhai bhai’ or

the Shiv Sena whose support-  ‘Hindus and Muslims are
" INDIAN cinema rarely ers led mob attacks on Mus- brothers’ and the message
strays from formula lims and the destruction of that we should think of our-
Tha hard-fought battle for liberation now being sold short by Mugm plots of tragic love, song theirproperty. selves as Indians first before
and dance routines and In this year’s election _personal identities.
i T "'";;..;_,_"'f Pt -' "'-' -- - m o m o w action-packed sequences. they swept to victory in Ma- Of regret too is the direc-

" So when a film comes harashtra state as senior tor’s appeasement of Shiv
along combining the prereq- members in an alliance with  Sena leader Bal Thackeray,
uisites of box office SUCCEsS. the right wing Bharatiya when he agreed-te eut' scenes
with an original script, the Janata Party and also ex- portraying hnn_ enncally to
making of the film is often . - tended cennol over the Bom- gain his permission to screen

“as big as its subject. bay Municipal Corporation. . it in Bombay itself! |
‘Mani Ratnam turns from ' Ors f hat Such is his power. Now
) \ Kashmiri militancy in the - rgy oF hate Mushm ANICE Se demand-
| » blockbuster Roja (Rose) to - The powerful and emo- Ing _;he _s;me conc;ssm:dand |
m " the Hindu-Muslim riots ‘tive scenes in the orgy of =~ the 11m as been bann 1
| . e -'..?' :55?}:2}3?-5.:_.5"f‘;;i-ff R T which overwhelmed India’s hate and blOOdhlSt let IOQSC | anumbell..Of tQWIlS by Hmﬁu |
| | . S commercial capital in De- will stay with the millions A hg/l[l:] ' grougsé as we
_' IJUS £17 FOR o cember 1992 and January who have seen this film for- 70 1 X EYSIA A nge-
| " . and March 1993. - ever. However Ratman dis- L .
m ONE YE . R! A Hindu man an dMuslim appoints by trying to be , Actmat film-makers like
| | I 241ssues: Bmam ﬂ 7- T woman defy their families even-handed in blaming - Soma Josan and Anand Pat- . ~
. rest of the world £22 e and society to marry one an-  both Muslims and Hindus - wardhan have documented
: ~ ] and analysed the riots better
: | ~(alr matl: £30, =~§  other. for the riots. ——n a4
| “Australasia, Japan It is difficult enough cop- ~ Yet, as numerous reports l: icl;' ;‘Tﬁ;g}’e -
F - China$38) T ing with their own problems have documented, it was y c;cARa; ahman’s sosujlcdrfp |
12 issues: Britain 59 R - | when they are engulfed in Hindu mobs who provoked frlzlick lend tontlhe strong act-
| rest of the world §12 o Nam e‘; i, : | | I the violence following the and attacked Muslims who o in Bomba |
< | ne Pt st s e destruction of a mosque by were the majority of the g Y-
(air mail: £30, . | | . } . | . » C “Mani Ratnam has made an
— o Address . . Hindu zealots and riots 1,500 killed, mainly by po- |
g |1 Aushalasia, Japan, . | | against Muslims. *lice bullets. IERparAT Sement T [ A1t
m_  China£38) e R RRTERRITRIY The important political He omits mention of the 2 much as choice of material,
Cheques to SOclalist EEEEEREEE S T - b . points implicit or otherwise Congress (I) who created the hi ‘mperf‘:;m?s sll)lou;d_] : T
E - OuflookFund. . . . . .. S POst‘ code....... . g inthisfilmare that riots Shiv Sena to break the Mus- ;ourage (l)ar ezzlzore etoo0 lse; |
Add £7 to choquos N TeI S e | were not spontaneous but cle of organised labour in the cﬁ;ﬁ;‘;‘; space. ;
not in Stoﬂlng IR T mnr R ey e “* § ° carefully orchestrated by fas-  1960’s and have pandered to P L
e D, PO B 10, Lo M e —




" To advertise
your event in
Socialist
Outlook write
to ‘What's
Happening’,
PO Box 1109,

London N4 2UU
by Eriday May 19.

M AY 6980. Trafalgar Square Details:
SOCIALIST Outlook dinner 0171 924 9033.

Weds 10 and quiz night Orkney House  JUNE

JEWISH artists and the Rus-  Nursery Bemberton Estate

sian revolution Nottingham corner of Caledonian Road Sat 10

Jewish Socialists’ Group and Copenhagen St. (ring CLUB Mandela disco

101 for entry) bar and fabu- Queen’s College 1 Park Drive

meeting with Stanley

Mitchell (0115) 9603355. lous food £7 waged £3.50. 8pm proceeds to South Afri-
Fri 12 at 14 can democratic movements.
STUC demonstration out- ATTITUDES to the Holo- Sat 17

caust Jewish Socialists’
Group meeting with Dr.

SOCIALIST policies for a La-

side Tory Party conference
bour Government campaign

‘march and rally for Scot-

tish democracy - Targetthe ~ Tony Kushner Small Hall, conference called by De-
Tories - general election Conway Hall, Red Lion fend Clause 4 Birmingham.
now’ assembie by Square WC1. Sat 24

Blythswood Square 4.00pm Tues 16

SEMINAR hosted by New
Left Review: Socialism in an
Age of Global Capitalism
with Luciana Casteilina MEP
(Communist Refoundation
Party, ltaly), Tony Benn MP,
Eric Hobsbawn, GA Cohen,
Tariq Ali. 9.30am - 5pm.
Tickets £5/free from NLR, 6
Meard Street W1V 3HR. So-
cialist Outlook sellers attend-
ing contact Duncan on 0181

Sat 13

SOCIALISM, Social Democ-
racy and revolution Socialist
Outlook dayschool

10.30am - 5.00pm North
London. Speakers include
Franois Vercammen,

United Secretariat of the
Fourth international. Tick-
ets 6/3 from Socialist Out-
look, PO Box 1109, London

SCOTTISH Defiance Alliance
(against CJA) meets 7.00pm
at 71 London Road (Anti-
Poll Tax Federation office).

Thurs 18

SRI Lanka: peace with de-
mocracy South Asia Solidar-
ity Group meeting 7pm
Conway hall, Red Lion
Square WC1 details: 0171

N4 2UU. | - ;1::;:’ 292 7079.
ORGANISING to defend the | o NATIONAL day of action
public sector. Called by NOTTS FAGE conference de-  against Immigration Act De-
Strathclyde and Newcastle  tails: Sal 0115 9626298. tentions
UNISON and Tyne & Wear  Sat 27 ULy
FBU. Lecture Theatre Two AFRICAN Liberation Day |
:ft:‘::sa'l“:::"l"gt“z"t‘:_"s':e" march 1.00pm Kenningtone. 94t 3

veriey Stree | ~ ]
Details 0191 232 8520 ext Park London SE11. Rally at NOTTS Welfare State Net

workdemonstrationdetails
Sal01159626298.

LEEDS Socialist Outiook
public meeting: Trades Un-
jons and the Lahour Party
with Glen Voris. "

Thurs 7-Sat 9

SOCJALISM beyond the mar-
ket: CSE 25th anniversary
conference details: John,
Phillip or Mary (0191) 232

o002

Sat$g

CRIMINAL Justice after the
Bill a day conference spon-
sored by the Haldane Soci-
ety of Socialist Lawyers.
9.30am - 4pm Camden
Town Hall opposite St Pan-
cras BR. 3/10 from 20-21
Tooks Court EC4.

Sat 15

‘New’ Labour and the Un-
ions Socialist Movement
Trade Union Committee
10.30am-5.00pm South
Camden Community School
NW1 Kings Cross BR Tick-
ets £5.00 waged, £3.00 un-
waged.

Fri 22 - Fri 29

INTERNATIONAL Youth
Camp in Toulouse, south-
ern France. Send 35 de-
posit to ‘Liberation
Publishing Association’,
PO Box 1109, Lagdon, N4.

AUGUST

Weds 23 - Mon 28

SOCIALIST Outlook Sum-
mer School Aberystwyth
on revolutionary leader-
ship. Send your 35 deposit
now to ‘Socialist Outlook
Summer School, PO Box
1109, London N4 2UU.

Socia

ism, Social
emocracy & Revolution

10.30am-5pm, North London, Sat 13 May

-

In this special - RN ;
dayschool,open to e
Socialist Outiook

- supporters and those
sympathetic to our
ideas, we hope to | N
look at the tasks for |- Hiy
the left in the labour |
movement.

< ;
S »
A Y

Reform or Social
Revolution? o

Gill Lee (Socialist Out-
look Editoral Board) an .
Kathryn Marshall (Liberation!) exam-
"~ ine key debate in socialist strategy.

Nationalisation or expropriation?

 Franc¢ois Vercammen (United Secretar-
iat of the Fourth International) dis-
cusses fighting for social ownership.

-

Revolutionaries & Labour

MARIAN BRAIN looks at the experi-
ences of marxists in the Labour party,
and looks at the past experiences of
work outside the party.

Send £6 waged, £3 unwaged to Socialist
Outlook, PO Box 1109, London N4 2UU.
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BETWEEN now and the lobby of Parliament f Fernando de Araujo ! o | - -
: . on December 7th. as Honorary Im m . ‘ | - . om
ke .t-wentleth | - At the same time the Vice-President of the B Ae | ratt'ed ' by prOt = s i
| | anniversary of the . i ~ National Union of ' —— L " BAe official crawled onto
| S ) ~ Hawks Coalition leading National Union o . _ ‘e of high-ranking BAe 8Ae official crawled onto
» Indonesian invasion the campaign are ~ Students,. Stucent A | statfin suupplr:i':lg iectrie s ledge and unsuccess-
' | fEast Timoron  pushing a joint model ac'.civi%bs, :zhc? vbvo;]k on . — ~ shock batons to Saudi Ara-  fully tried to cut the rope |
December 7th 1995, resolution for Labour ' Third World aebt have a0 o bia, and its alleged sale suspending the banner.
Antivicte ill be Party conference calling ~ begun to cross over to OVER 100 peo::le ge.';' of landmines. The protes- = Inside the AGM a pro-
activists will be on all sales of military ~ support the direct action |onstrated outside Brit- 5,5 yresented an alterna-  testor was racially abused
stepping up the equipment to Indonesia campaign against the ish Aerospace’s AGM tive annual report, by a share-holder. After

| e | . . _ - on May 4 at Mayfair’s  highlighting job losses re-  complaining, the abused
campaign to stop the o pe stopped. So far, in  Hawk deal, as have some Marrio‘; Hotel. The pro-  sulting from the shrinking  shareholder was forcefully

' export of Hawk jets  an appalling piece of antiroad protestors. testors charged BAe  arms market and making = removed from the AGM,
' nd other British bi-partisanship, the The campaigh that put | "0 " < ' the case for conversionto  followed by several other
“ % ~ - |_abour front bench has the BAe AGM under siege vfulh aldinq ansl abet- civil production. - protestors. : . |
BT o the merely parroted the has more in store for the |1ing genocide in East Tl " sharenolders entering A message was read
| Indonesian junta. : | {mor. - the AGM were confronted  out from Chris Cole, who
- - Tories demand for proof . next seven months. Get BAe is selling Hawk  with a ‘die-in’ by about is serving a sentence in |
| “June 1Ot-h will see a of the use of Hawks in aﬁ:laateq to the cgmpaign jets to Indonesia’s mili- 15 protestors. Fake blood . Pentonville prisonfor
second national day of East Timor. - andgetinvolved inthe  Ifary regime, whose illegal  was splashed across their  breaching an injunction |
| B action to stop the Hawk he direct action wing June 10th Day of Action. |occupation of East tTi:ll_mr path and tape recorders foll.ow:ng : p:e‘vi?us_sen-
deal. Campaigners will be ion i has cost an estimated - reproduced the sound of tence or destroyinga
using the c?aygto get the ?; tir:ﬁ ca;?nr??\lgn s also - 200,000 lives since 1975. ighter jets, whilstthe =~ Hawk nose-cone at BAe
| _— pidly galning B Stop The Hawks - [Eyewitness testimony con- rim Reaperand a life-  Stevenage. . .
eSRoEn out Oosly sEo. -« momentum. Activists &re No Arms To firms that Hawks have ike General Pinochet NI |

- the British government signing up to carry out | . - |been used against the taiked the scene. i Please send mes- |

| | Support for the _IndoneSian direct action to Stop the |nd0neS|a can be | East Timm'ese. o A banner was draped | sages of suppon to

genocide. The amisto ~  Hawk deal. contacted at NPC, sulnsi:le tlh_e Ahmlvtll’l about from the hoteldroo; read- Chris Cole at Penton- |
| build for the second . is is a signifi : - : _protestors-holding ing ‘BAe: murderby - yijlle Prison, Caledo-
International Day of Action | hI|S > 2 ilén;réﬁzt | S Islington High shares.asked questions proxy’. In a moment of lit- nian Road. London, N7 |
- gevelopment 19 € Street, London N1 about the Hawk deal, the  eral high farce, one suited ' ’

| on November 12th and the unanimous election | | | | o
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