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' Browned-off campaigners tell Chancellor:
"Listen to us, not bankers and hosses"

NEW LABOUR may Fave done nothing to
“improve the lot of the poorest, but the
government has been a boon for big
business. Profits are high, and taxes low.
~ As Chancellor Gordon Brown draws up his
Budget speech, major building societies, led by
the Halifax, are looking for ways to hand out up
to £10 billion in “spare” cash to their
shareholders. '

The government, too, is awash with cash:

°

Brown has been paying back billions in debts.
There is plenty of scope for action on March 17
to repair our crumbling NHS and education
system, boost pensions and benefits, tackle the
housing crisis and invest in public transport.

Instead Brown seems set to stand firm on his
line of austerity, making more “tough choices”
at the expense of those in greatest need.

But there are already signs this government
can be forced to back down. There have been

!

concessions to anger over cuts in lone parent
benefit, and hints that benefits for the disabled
may be reprieved.

And now we have seen ministers fall over
themselves in the rush to appease the right wing
so-called “countryside lobby”.

If they are willing to listen to them, we must
make them listen to us!

BUDGET DAY LOBBY: 1.15pm, St
Stephen’s entrance, House of Commons.
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Bolton Seven

should not have
been charged

Mark Findlay Lord Chancellor, Lord Irvine.

SEVEN gay men from Bolton Irvine is a member of the Labour . T R TR . i T
have avoided imprisonment
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government and should be dis- e S

( for thi nflict with de-
. after being convicted of vari- n;lsseedd this co My | £
ous offences including gross clared government polcy” | & -y
d P ¢ This is the first such conviction o
indecency, age of consen for several years, including under - _.

R R RCR)

the last government with its notori- e |
ously reactionary home secretary, | m—
Michael Howard!
For a long time, many gay organi-
- sations have been trying to establish
liaison with the police. This has bro-

and buggery offences.
However some of the men
were given suspended prison sen-
tences. -
Others received probatlon and
commumty service orders.

Saylng no to th'o Euro: marchers unite in Amsterdam last summer. Cardiﬂ is the next key fargel.

They were convicted after video- N
‘tapes of their sexual activities were

sent to the police. The gross inde-

ken down in Manchester as a result
of this case.
The lessons of this are to some

EMU: a step closer

*

chance that it can be defeated when it
comes up. | ~ -

That will depend, however, on the
effectiveness of the campaign between
now and when that decision has to be
taken.

An important mean of raising con-
sciousness against the EU in Britain is
to build for the demonstration in Car-
diff on June 14, at the last major EU

event before EMU is introduced.
- The demonstration has been called
by a broad committee based in Car-
diff. The European marches across
Europe will be mobilising for it. |

It will be an opportunity to con-
tinue the tradition of international or- -
ganisation and solidarity begun in
Amsterdam last June and continued
at the mass demonstration at the EU
jobs summit in Luxembourg in No-
vember.

The demonstration is an opportu-
nity, on the basis of an international

cency law dates from the 19th cen-
tury, as does the buggery law,
although ‘updated’ by the 1967 Act.

Oscar Wilde was convicted under
more or less the same law. This law
forbids sexual acts between men if
there are more than two persons -
present. .

In addition, three of the men
were convicted under the age of
consent laws because one of the
other men was aged |7 and a half.
As a result, their names will be
added to the National Sex Offend-
ers Registry as “Paedophiles”.

Already they have been harasse’d,
and their homes firebombed. Yet no
action would have been taken if the
men had been engaged in identical
heterosexual acts.

The prosecution under the age of
consent law for sex with a man aged
just under eighteen flies in the face -

of Labour’s :;?“'i?_‘sm comfmit- government, and indeed some deci-
ments to equaiise the age of con- sions (such as over application of the

SENE o 1967 Act in Northern Ireland) have -
It appears that the conviction and

. extent being learnt. The gay com-
munity cannot expect the police to
take their side. The history of har-

“assment is too long.

The ingrained homophobaa isre-
. flected in the continued raids on gay |
men using toilets and on gay' clubs. -
~ Another blow to the cammunity
came on February |7 when the

European Court of Justice ruled
against Lisa Grant in her case against
her employer, South West Trains.
She was claiming a travel pass for
her partner, Jill Persey. |

The Court had been expected to
" rule for her after the Advocate Gen-
eral had given a preliminary oplmon
in her favour.
- Gay community organlsatlons
such as Stonewall have for a long
time expgessed great hopes that
European bodies would be more fa-
vourable than the previous Tory

~Alan Thornett

ANOTHER important step has
been taken towards the intro-
duction of the job-cutting sin-
gle European Currancy on
January 1st 1999. Eleven of the
fifteen member states now
claim that they have met the
criteria and wish to join in the
first wave. |
The countries which have failed
to meet the criteria or are not ap-
plying to join in the first wave are
just Greece, Denmark, Sweden and
Britain. The applications for those
applying to go into the first wave
will now be examined by the EU,
and the final list decided at an
EMU Council of the EU to be held
in Brussels on May 1,2 and 3.
Most have met the criteria by
- massive attacks on the welfare state
and the working class. This has
~ met huge resistance in a number of

Spain and Italy. The Italian Gov-
ernment introduced a special EMU
tax to reduce government debt in
preparation for the application.
Not that qualifying for EMU
will be the end of austerity drives.
It is one thing establishing the sin-

- gle currency, it is another to keep it
stable in a turbulent world eco-

‘nomic situation.

- Maintaining its stability will in-
volve the strict application of the
Stability Pact - including the con-
tinued maintainence of govern-

ment borrowing below 3% of GDP,
w1th all that involves. -

60% against

~ In Britain the fight to defeat the
single currency in any furturé elec-
tion needs to go forward apace.
Opinion polls curerently put the
no vote at about 60%.
That has to be maintained and

been favourable. : : - extended before the government  demonstration, to take the issue back
; . eed : countries, most notably in France. , 1 €. govel ‘ | ’ SSuc b
* ::2:0', :SP“':;;:: ;fr e cu':'?;;:e Ea'r ~ (Information from www.plane- There has also beeg substantia]  Machine begins to crank up for a  into the unions and the Labour Party
T o RERT tout.com and http: Out- ... . TOHE . * S ‘
bara Mills. and en dosors by the . Ol.; ¢ o mo::::).//www \ opposition in Belgium, Germany, yes vote. There is, howeyeﬂr,' areal and to extend the debate.'
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Dover anti-fascists under attack

*

Simon Deville

THE NATIONAL Front’s sec-
ond demonstration against -

around 200 anti-fascists, mainly
orgamsed by Anti Fascist Ac-
tion and the Anti Nazi League.

Police made it clear from the be-

anti-fascists managed to drive back
the police lines to within a few yards
of the fascists, at which point more
police and dogs were brought in.

Half-way along the marine pa- | »

rade anti-fascist had surrounded
the fascists, with the pohce in-
between.

.....
............

‘Romany asylum seekers in Do-
ver on 1 March. The 30 fascists
who turned up were met by a
militant demonstration of

ginning that they were determined
that the fascists would march. -
- When the fascists first assembled,

The police then started driving .
the anti-fascists back to allow the
NF march to inch forward.

At this point the police appeared ...........................................

 to panic, randomly arresting anti- i .

fascist demonstrators. In all, O O i b

around 25 were arrested, most S . 4-

charged with obstrucuon, with aa N

few charged with minor publxc or- b
der offences.

At the time of writing it appears .
that most, if not all, those charged
are due to appear in court on 1
April. |

“The whole confrontation was :
provoked by police determined to
ensure that the fascists could
march. Given the minor nature of
all the charges it seems bizarre that
police are bothering to press
charges. It is clearly an attempt to
criminalise anti-fascists.

- With council elections coming -
up this May, fascists will be at-

~ tempting to organise in a number of

areas across the country. All anti-

fascists must assert that fascists VICTIMISED: the trial of the
‘'have no right to demonstrate or or-  “Campsfield 9” detained asylum
ganise. We must assertour rightde- sggkers on trial for riot and violient
fend our communities agamSt disorder at Campsfield House near
fascist thugs.  Oxford has been put back to June 1.
Show your opposition to the fit- yome Office ministers appear to
ting up of anti-fascists at the court paue jntervened to ensure that the

hearing on 1 April. most serious charges would he
* 9.30 am, Dover Maglstrates levelled at the nine. ~

- Court, Pencaster Road, Dover.
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(5. need to know on the background to the Euro- .
L : marches and the fight against austerity in Europe.
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THE THREAT of a shooting

~ war against Iraq has passed for

the time being following the
deal struck by UN Secretary
General Kofi Annan. .
At the level of logic, military ac-
tion never seemed the most likely

option. But then what happened

over these last weeks has seemed
more like the sort of bad B-movie
Ronald Reagan used to star in than
anything else.

- After all, one of the dynamics in

the situation seemed to involve the

possibility of the President of the
United States, the most powerful
man in the world, being indicted -
for lymg about his sex life, and en-
couraging others to do so.
- The build-up of military hard-
ware and forces in the Gulf region,
the glut of supposedly serious me-
dia coverage emphasising the bar-

~baric nature of Saddam’s regime,

and the siren cries of the military
industrial complex demanding to
“test out their new weaponry and
drive up the price of oil, could so
easily have led to a situation which
in the end excluded an escape
route.

Behind the hype and the hys-

teria, the United States and its al-

lies have important strategic
interests at stake in the Gulf. How-

ever much pressure he was under,

eclaim

s inconceivable that an Amencan
President would follow a path con-
trary to the political, military and

economic needs of his class.

Clinton may have wanted to di-
vert attention from the sex scan-
dals: but the notion that he has

~ become an unwilling prisoner of

the Republican Party is a myth.
This lie has been peddled by those

who have illusions, or want to sow
them amongst others, that the
President is an honourable man
whose record in office must be de-
fended and his “legacy” carried

through. -
Whatever the truth about the
Levinsky affair, Bill Clinton

- would not be the first powerful

man to have used his position to
aquire sexual favours from young
women in hisemploy. Noris he the
first powerful man to use the cover
of ‘liberalism’ viciously to attack
working people with more impu-
nity than the overt right wing.

- Sadaam Hussein was a conven-

ient target for the United States to

We have again witnessed the old story of a
British Labour leader slavishly following in
‘the footsteps of his American master.

Starvation: the
continuation of
the Gulf war by
1er means

demonstrate its self-proclaimed
role as world cop. The flexing of
the muscles may have receded, but
no long-term solution in the inter-
ests of American imperialism has
yet been achieved.

America will find another op-
portunity, under more favourable
circumstances in the months and
years to come to stamp her domi-

nance on the region.
The alliance that the US put to-
gether during the Gulf war lay in

tatters at the beginning of this ad-

venture, and there was little hope
of gluing it back together as so
many shifts had taken place in the
intervening period.

With the American build-up,
both the Palestinians and the Jor-

danians had to ban pro-Saddam

demonstrations. Many of the Arab
states are more worried about in-
ternal opposition today and were
thus more constrained against
throwing their hats into the

American camp.

It was hard to remember that

Andrew Wiard |

~ opinion less convinced of the wis-
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Protests were built agamst the war drive despite Blatr s craven Ime

Tony Blair was supposedly com-
‘mitted to carving out a new and
central role for Britain as part of
the leadership of the European un-
ion. Instead we again witnessed the
old story of a British Labour leader

- slavishly following in the footsteps

of his American master.

The opposition within the Par-
liamentary Labour Party was not
able to build on its recent strides
forward over lone parent benefits
and attacks on the disabled, but
was again reduced to the commit-
ted stalwarts.

Fortunately the anti-war move-
ment did not wait for parliamen-
tary leadership. With public

OVER and above the defeats
inflicted by the Tories and
the reactionary character of
the trade union leaderships,
the anti-union laws are

probably the single most im-

portant factor holding back
the class struggle.

At the end of March a major
conference against the anti-union
laws takes place. Such an initiative is
long overdue.

'Every dispute which has broken
out in recent years has been ham-
pered by these laws and the restric-
tions they place on solidarity action.

Many more have not taken place
because of the hoops which have to
be jumped through before action is
‘allowed’. Whereas previously ac-
tion would have been almost in-
stantaneous, the laws now
prescribe long balloting and notice
periods which make it easier for
bosses to prepare for any action
and for union bureaucrats to fend
off action by protracted negotia-
tions.

Indeed, one of the major effects
of the anti-union laws has been to

| provide a smokescreen which un-
ion leaders can hide behind as an

- excuse for not acting in the inter-

ests of their members.
Most union leaderships, and es-
pecially the TUC, have refused to

~ campaign against the anti-union

laws, let alone challenge them by
supporting, or even refusing to dis-
tance themselves from, action by

their members which falls foul of
the laws.

No questlon |

They are not prepared to ques-
tion the Labour government'’s re-
tention of the laws, preferring to
concentrate solely on improving the
law on union recognition, as if rec-
ognition could somehow be sepa-
rated from the ability to use it
effectively.

There has not been any system-
atic campaign against.the laws. The
Free Trade Unions Campaign, .
launched last year, showed the sup-
port that exists on the issue and the

- possibilities for a n effective cam-

paign.

This has been somewhat over-
taken by the initiative to call the ‘R-
-eclaim Our Rights’ conference. This
has won the support of wide sec-

‘tions of the movement, including

dom of military action than during the
Gulf War, sizeable protests were
swiftly organised across Britain. The
left was generally able to set aside its.
usual pettiness and work in a united
and co-ordinated fashion to protest
this dangerous madness. |

This time at least the question of
sanctions was to the fore on protestors’
lips. If a shooting war has been
averted, the war of attrition against the
Iraqi people which has cost so many
lives since the Gulf War is iust as
criminal. .

The best way to ensure that a fur-
ther imperialist assault in the Gulf is

. -prevented is to build, from here on in,

a substantial campaign to stop the war

of starvation against the Iraqi people.

Our Rights!

several national unions, many re-
gions and countless branches and
trades councils. However, other
parts of the movement, which
might have been expected to sup-
_port, have been more sceptical.

This is because the initiative for the -

conference comes from the Social-
ist Labour Party. |

_The SLP's sectarian image, born
out of its refusal to support any La-
bour candidates in the general elec-

tion and to work with other forces

in socialist alliances, solidarity work
and other areas, is hot without
foundation. However, it appears to
be adopting a relatively healthy ap-
proach to the building of this con-
ference, holding open planning
meetings for organisations sponsor-
ing the conference, and inviting a
broad range of speakers.

_ing is to ensure the broadest par-

ticipation in the conference, to

~ exert the maximum pressure to en-

sure an inclusive campaign is built.
The other, legitimate, concern

about the conference is that it is

planned to be more of a rally than

~ the launch of a campaign which

could turn the tide in the trade un-
ion movement. There are so many

- speakers invited that there will be
~ next to no room for discussion

from the floor of the way forward,

- and no provision is made for reso-

What is important is that the SLP '

‘does not succumb to the tempta-
tion to use the conferenceasa

- ‘party building' event rather than to
launch an effective campaign. Such
a campaign is well overdue, and it
could be ruined if one organisation
were to come to see it as its per-
sonal property. »

One way to prevent this happen-

lutions on the nature of the cam-
paign which needs to be buiilt.

It is not enough to have a state-
ment of basic aims to repeal the
anti-union laws, to secure the intro-

duction of new laws which enshrine
the right to take action and for un-

ions to write their own constitu-
tions, and to support workers and
unions threatened by the anti-union
laws. -
A lot more needs to be done -
propaganda material made avail-
able, a campaign of resolutions in
each union and to the TUC, a cam-
paign in the Labour Party to raise

the issue of repeal, demonstra-
tions, lobbies etc. The danger is
that the conference will be said
“to have launched the campaign
and then very little will happen,
although a national demonstra-
tion is apparently planned for
the autumn. .
~ There will need to be an at-
tempt on March 28 to turn this
around. There is also a proposal
from the organisers to repeat
‘the conference on a regional ba-
sis, this should be supported as a
widening of the campaign, but
should also be used to discuss
more concretely the type of
campaign which needs to be
built. |
The Reclaim our Rights con-
ference should be supported,
and every effort made to make
it into an effective, broad,
democratic campaign which can
force the movement to get rid
of the anti-union laws.

Il National Conference, |
Reclaim Our Rights, Repeal
the Anti-Trade Union Laws,
Sat 28 March, 11a.m.-4p.m.
at Central Hall, Westmin-

- ster, London.
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.4 TRADE UNIONS

demonstratlon

and WOW activists from Liv-
erpool were among 200 sup-
porters who attended the
national dockers’ conference
on Saturday February 28 at
Conway Hall London.

" The tremendous solidarity of.the
dockers, which had carried them
through 28 months of bitter dispute,
was there in full force. They had
been defeated not by the port em-
ployers but by their own union.

They made it clear that they do
not intend to fade away after the
defeat of the strike but to continue
the struggle in support of those still

~ in dispute.

The conference adopted a reso-
lution which called on the support
groups to continue and for a second
Social Justice demonstration to be
held in London on May 30.

The resolution also called for in-
creased support for the strikes
which are continuing: Magnet,
Hillingdon Hospital and Critchley
Labels.

The issue which was madequately |

addressed was that of the situation
inside the TGWU itself. One of the
docks speakers rightly stressed that
it was time for the rank-and -file of
the TGWU to reclaim their union,

but there was no attempt to address
" the issue in any systematic way or

to begin the organisation of a ﬁght-
back within the union.

A carworker shop steward from
Rover's Cowley plant called on the

* dock stewards to use their authority
to help reorganise the left in the un- .

onand bld 2 ralenge o Geners)  Ar mct'of defoat: 'nm Morris%;

Secretary Bill Morris.

‘called for May 30

| A deleg ation of 20 dockers

Such a fight-back is urgently
needed w:thln the TGWU. Morris
has not only ensured the defeat of
the docks strike but has used it to
strengthen the hold of the right and

of the full-time officials within the

union.

This has been strongly reﬂected
in the recent elections for the
TGWU executive committee,
where a number of those who have
supported the dockers most
strongly have been voted out after
campaigns by the right-wing.

The steps taken by the confer- -
ence, however, were extremelyim-
portant and provide the basis for

the lessons of the docks dispute to

be used to strengthen all those cur-

“rently in struggle.

........
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Crltchley strike:

solidarity can wm'

THE CRITCHLEY Labels
| strike is still strong after a year
on the picket lines. 21 of the 31

original strikers are still pick-.

eting the South Wales label
printing plant demandmg re-
instatement and union recog-

nition.

Critchley Labels was formerly
BT’s in-house label printing op-
eration, including printing the la-

bels which you see on telephone

boxes throughout the land.

~ In 1993 BT, in line with its
strategy of concentrating on its
- | core (proﬁt—makmg) business -
- | sold the factory and the cxcluswe
: contract to Critchley Labels.
A Despuctheusualassurances~
" | concerning pay and conditions,
| Critchley quickly moved to cut
| both. Branch officials were made

C :.'mdundant. Finally the CWU was .
| derecognised, and branch mem-

| bers took strike action for which
- | they were then sacked in Febru-

| ary 1997.-

The CWU has orgamsed finan-
cial and picket line support; Tele-

1 com members are payinga 2p levy

and there have been several major

rallies and demonstrations.

The strikers — mainly women —

| have become confident and popu-

lar speakers at mecungs across the
land. The next major event will
be a demonstration 24 March at
the Critchley plant in Stroud,

Gloucestershlre

The problem however is how to-
win. The CWU has pursued the
line of demanding that BT re-
employ the strikers on the basis of
honouring its 1993 commit-

ments. Despite sympathetic

noises BT has only re-employed
“one striker, while offering some

others agency work on worse

terms and conditions than they
had previously enloyed at the fac-

tory.

On the initiative of Broad Left |

NEC members the union has also

used the issue to initiate a cam-
paign outside the TUC to change
‘the law on recognition and Other

' TUnghts

rospective.

The CWU leadership has how-
ever so far studiously avoided the
issue of solidarity action which
could win the dispute. The un-
ion’s London Engineering Coun-
cil and several branches have
adopted this policy.

80% of Critchley’s production

goes to BT. A boycottof Cmchley -

products by CWU members in
BT could quickly bring the com-

pany back to the negotiating ta-

ble.

THE FIRST General Secretary

the Communications Workers
Union out of the merger of the
BT-dominated NCU and the
Post Office-dominated UCW in
1996 takes place this month.

" There are four declared candi-
dates. Three of them, the current
joint General Secretaries Derek
Hodgsonand Tony Young, and Pe-

wingers, distinguished only in that
they come from different sections
of the union.

Hodgson, an old style rlght wing
UCW bureaucrat is the only one
with a serious chance of winning
since he is backed by the majority

- UCW component bureaucracy on

the ‘buggins turn’ principle.
- Billy Hayes, a national postal of-
ficial who is being backed by the

'CWU Broad Left, is the candidate
- standing against the consensus.

The basis of his “Unity 98" cam-
paign is outlined in a pamphlet

tions which is currentdy the main
employer attack on CWU members
in both Post and Telecommunica-
tions.

a campal gn for the shorter working
week. He is also supporting calls
for more union democracy and for

single currency.

Billy has been nominated by
over thirty branches from across
the union, and is the only candi-
date capable of rising above sec-
nonahsm and appealing to activists

Membershlp back
|'witchunted steward

CWU General Secretary Election

Vote Bllly Hayes'

election since the formation of

ter Morris are all Blairite right

. w d : i o'
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against the flexible working condi-

This needs to be developed into -

a left programme for the Labour
~ Party, including opposition to the

. Butimportant t.hough tlns is, it
. wxll not get our members in
Critchley their jobs back; given
Blair’s atutude and the fact that
no legxslauon would be makc ret-

Desplte havmg recogmt:on |
withdrawn by British Gas
management, victimised
UNISON steward Bernie
Hynes has again been re-
elected as a staff represen-
tative, with 90 per cent of
those balloted indicating
supportin a secret work-
‘place ballot.

Management have shown their

.todmeBmchSecretuyd\atthey
still refuse to recognise the repre-

- | sentative chosen by the members.
| Bernie’s Industrial Tribunal has
| started. The tribunal took evidence
s frmnonlytwowmmtmt-

nesses, who are supported bya

barnswrandsolncltor.md has now. -
" | been extended to a second day on

23 March 1998, when Bernie and

N the third management witness will

give evidence.

 Evidence given already, some of
which has been contradicted else-

where by one management wit-

ness, suggests that the decision on

derecognition was made at na-

“tional level involving at least one

director of the company on or bef-

ore 14 October 1997.
The Area Service Centre Man-

ager also gave an explanation that
he had himself not chosen an Adolf

contempt for this result by replying

- nal application over the dlsciplinary

There is a chance to lay the basis for a campaigning left in the cwu

and members across the union.
The campalgn in the Postal con-
stituency is having some success in
challenging the mistaken and apo-

litical belief that the General Secre-

tary election does not matter
compared with left control of the
chalrpersonshlp of the Postal In-
dustry Commuittee.

'Former GS Alan Johnson, now

an MP, constantly sabotaged the
1996 Royal Mail strikes against the
introduction of flexibility.

Hitler outfit to wear at a Christmas
party in the canteen; his defence is
that it was chosen for him by one
of the other management wit-
nesses.

Bernie has been unsuccessful in

his campaign to obtain specialist le-

‘gal representation at regional level

or permission to put forward his
own witnesses.
Management instigated a disci-

.plmary action against Bernie for us-
~ ing company facilities to

communicate with union mem- |
bers. He has appealed against this

bylackofsupportforhtsappeal
from the Regional Officer, and

UNISON Legal Affairs department
appears to have ruled out any'sup-
ponforafurtherlndmmlTribu- -

action itself.

Lotter

‘Dave johnson, the Deputy Head
of Energy at UNISON HQ, (who
pears to be an avid Socialist Out-

" Jook reader), has relaunched his at-

tacks on Bernie, describing himas
both “mischievous ” and “dishon-
est” for publishing a letter to him
from management which refers'to
prior conversations about Bernie.
Dave johnson is currently re-

- ceiving praise for a ground-

breaking pay agreement in Bntlsh
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" ment regards him as him as a su-

~ dures have now been exhausted,

" on the grounds that Bernie pub-
disciplinary but has been hampered
‘to UNISON members.

-~ members should be seeninthe .
" context of the drive to make. the
industry “competitive ", and of
. global multinational strategies to
- drive down pay and condmonsfor

'by members based at Leicester,

The campaign can overcome.

its false start when Hayes and

* his supporters attempted todoa
deal with the right wing Cleri-
cal leadership. Hayes has a very
real chance to win and turn the
union leadership away from its
course of pro-business “part-
nership”.

- It could also lay the basis for
building a campaigning and
democratic orgamsed left
across the whole union.

Gas Tradmg, replacing forty years
of hard won pay structure with
performance related pay. Clearly,
the national media and manage-

per salesman of management ideas
and proposals to the UNISON
membership in Gas. Hopefully, the
BGT members will reject the
agreement in their current baliot

onthedeal. .
The internal company proce-

with derecognition being upheld -
lished criticisms of local mmagers :
The current onslaught: on Gas

'I'hisstrategyhasbeerrre]ected

but this has not been enough to
prevent some national defeats in
ballot results. Some members are
becoming demoralised. |

The approach of the current un-
ion leadership will only resultin
further loss of morale — members
should follow the Leicester lead
and fight back against the seli-outs
being negotiated.
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HOME NEWS

Bitter pill for low-waged, while waiting lists soar to new heights

9

John Lister
- THE DECISION to jack up

prescription charges by an-

other 15p to a massive £5.80 is
just the latest of a non-stop se-

ries of retreats on the NH‘S
since Tony Blair’s right wing

- crew were elected.

- For over ten years successive

Labour shadow health ministers

correctly denounced the massive

increases in prescription charges
forced through by the Thatcher
and Major governments as a “tax
on the sick”: it was the Tories
which jacked it up from 20p in
1979 to the hefty £5.65 figure 18
years later, a 28-fold increase far
outstripping inflation. |

Frank Dobson once even fa-.

mously pledged a Labour govern-

ment would cut and phase out the

prescription charge (as Harold

- Wilson’s Labour government did
— for four years — in 1964).

- Now, though 80% of prescrip-

tions are issued free, meaning .hat

the charges result in only a mar-

ginal £300 million contribution to
‘the £40,000 million NHS budget,
ministers know that the increased
charge weighs down most heavily
on low-paid workers — those most
likely to suffer ill-health as a result

of social deprivation.
- For New Labour, as with the

Tories, raising the prescription

charge is an ideological rather than

a financial move. It is yet another

example of the new bosses’ govern-
ment showing its eagerness to take
“tough choices” which further dis-
advantage the poor and the sick in
order to minimise the tax burden
- on the wealthy.
But the increased fee might not
be the end of this process: there are
- dark hints that one of the outcomes
 of the financial reéview of the NHS |
now being carried out could be the
imposition of means-tested
charges for the contraceptive pill,
~ and possibly the imposition of new

prescription charges on “wealthy

pensioners”.

This descent into policies asbad

A Rescue Plan for
the NHS

- Conference

~ SATURDAY March 14
. 12no0on - 4.30
UI.U Malet St, London
- B We1
Called by Welfaro State
| - Network -‘ |

Speakers include Tony Benn
‘MP, Jeremy Corbyn MP,
Geoﬂ Martin (London conve-
nor UNISON), John Lister
(London Health Emergency)

Details from WSN c/o Cam-
den People’s Centre, 183
Queen’s Crescent London
NWS 4DS. 0171-639-5068

or worse-than the Tories would fit
together logically with Labour’s
longer-term plans for the NHS
mapped out in the White Paper
(ominously entitled The New

~ NHS) published before Christmas.

- While claiming to scrap the

- Tory internal market, Labour

plans to retain most of its compo-

nent parts, including the “pur-

chaser/provider split” which in

- itself massively increased bureauc-

racy. Self-governing Trusts, which
Labour had promised to abolish,

.. will remain as a centrepiece of a

new network of quangos which

“will not only contain the Tories’

smaller, less democratic health

-authorities but a new system of

more “local”, but completely unac-
countable purchasing bodies, “Pr1-

-~ mary Care Groups”, each covering

a population of around 100,000
and dominated by GPs.

Doctors’ orders
All GPsewill be included 1n the

new “Primary Care Groups”
- (PCGs), not just those who had

previously opted to act as fund-
holders under the Tory reforms.
They will gain increasing influ-
ence in decisions on the purchas-
ing of care for their local resident
population, working initially
within a framework drawn up by
the health authority.

The new system does not offer

existing GP fundholders the scope
to retain unspent “surplus” cash in

the way they were encouraged 10

under the Tory market.

But is does offer encouragement
for empire-building GPs, leving
them in the driving seat in the

“new NHS”.

The catch is that by imposing
this new system Labour would for

the first time impose cash limitson

primary care services, which have

" until now been demand-led. |
~The reality is that many GPs

will — as now — be unwilling or un-
able to allocate the time and energy
to these wider responsibilities: the
PCGs will swiftly be taken over by

~ a new managerial bureaucracy act-

ing on their behallf.
Decisions will be taken behind

closed doors, with no wider in-

volvement of the public, and with
only token participation by com-
munity nurses and soc1al service

staff. |

Though the long-term implica-
tions are that PCGs will be forced
into making “tough decisions” on
cuts to balance their books, the
new system has even more serious
implications for hospital services
and up to a million NHS staff.

By placing the control of budg-
ets firmly in the domain of GPs
and “primary care”, and giving
hospital consultants and profes-
sionals no direct voice in planning
or purchasing decisions, the White
Paper is opening up a damaging di-
vision in the NHS - and pointing
the way to substantial cuts as the
burden of “efficiency savings” is

dumped squarely onto the hospita’l
sector.

There should be no doubt that
bigger cuts are on the way. NHS
Finance Director Colin Reeves ad-
mitted at the end of last year that
the combined deficits of health
authorities and Trusts amounted

to £46O million, which had to -;b‘e
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cleared — £190m by next month,
and the remainder by April 1999.

This is why health authorities are

planning wholesale cutbacks in
“elective” services and the “ration-
ing” of care to exclude many serv-
ices from the NHS altogether.

Ono out of three is not good eoouyh!

‘The service is already lagging

far behind rising demand, as the
latest waiting lists confirm. Far
from cutting NHS waiting lists by
100,000, nine months of Labour
government has increased them by
more than thatamount, with worse
to come. There is a huge increase

in numbers waiting over a year for

treatment, with the Patient’s Char-
ter maximum wait of 18 months al-

ready certain to be w1dely

breached.

London retreat

To compound the misery, La-
bour’s promise to reexamine the

planned Tory hospital closures in

London has also proved a largely

‘empty gesture. While Bart’s Hos-

pital has won a partial reprieveasa

specialist cancer and cardiac unit,

the closure of acute services at

Guy’s and at Queen Mary’s Roe-
hampton have received a rubber
stamp of approval. '

Though the independent re-
view found that Londoners had

fewer acute hospital beds available

per head than the rest of England,
and urgently needs more beds for
mental health sufferers there are
no government plans to reopen
closed beds or expand in-patient
care: instead ruinously expensive
privately-financed hospital

“schemes will axe hundreds more

beds in central and south east Lon-
don.

But while ministers backpedal
furiously on Labour’s pledges,
seeking to cut back the NHS 1o
meet the inadequate cash limits
embraced by Gordon Brown, there
are growing signs of community-
led revolr at local level.

- Protests at hospital cuts and clo-
sures have mobilised demonstra-
tions of 1,000 in Watford, 6,500 in
Canterbury and a staggering 2,500
in the sleepy little Oxfordshire
market town of Wallingford.
There are vigorous campaigns in
Manchester, in Worcestershlre
and elsewhere. |

The March 14 conference called
by the Welfare State Network of-

fers campaigners and health union
activists an opportunity to share
‘experience, and work through a

programme of positive demands to
unite in the fight to rescue the

- NHS from the ravages of private fi-
nance and Tory cash limits.

Blrmmgham anti-cuts campalgn

keeps on

Bob Whitehead

rolhng

tion.

The existence of the Commumty

cialist Campaign Group.

.Conference noted the sectarian -

left and single issue activists can

i M o i A

THE MOST successful Bir-

| mingham Community Confer-
.| ence yet was held on
February 7. .~ |
Sixty five attended a hvely, upbeat
‘and confident discussion centred -
around “Europe, EMU and the Wel-

fare State”. Alan Simpson and Lynn

‘|- Jones, from the Socialist Campaign -
| Group of MPs, Derek Robinson ald
other speakers combined with ample
plenary discussion to chart a way out "~ -
of the despair with New Labour. :

- The overwhelming view, con-
firmed in resolutions passed; was
that the specific capitalist project of
EMU was the main driving force of
attacks on jobs and public services.

We therefore had to mobilise
against it. but on an internationalist
basis. The resolutions passed com-
mitted the planning group to build
support for the Cardiff demonstra-

" lum seekers, the Romany Commu-

. Conference was vital in helping'the
Euromarch through Blrmmghamqlast

~ June, but its other main activity has
" been the production of a local four

page bulletin, Public Service, with-a

~_print run that has recently grown:to-

1000. The resolution passed invited

~ all interested to write for and dismb- |

ute it on a wider basis. - X
The conference committed n;self

.....

shortages - ethnlc minorities, asy-

nity, single mothers, the elderl)rand

. disabled. Detention centres and.pris- |

ons should not be used for refugees.
The 1996 Immigration and Asylum
Act should be repealed.

We called on all Councillors and
MPs to oppose welfare cuts by all
means at their disposal. We also
adopted the “Peoples Charter for
Health” drawn up by the Dudley So-

role of the Campaign to Defend the

Welfare State and called for a united

Budget lobby between it and the -
- Welfare State Network on March

\7. ~ ,
- An lnterestmg feature of the con- -
ference’s recent work has been a de-

bate with the right wing who control

Erdington Labour Party, in the pages
of the Sutton Coalfield Observer.

What started off with an attack by .

~a Councillor on one of our street

generating a great deal of interest.
Another letter — as agreed by the -
conference — was duly dispatched
and printed in the Observer the fol-
lowing Friday.

The strength of the Community
Conference has been its inclusive na-
ture. It is centred on a campaign

. over welfare that all sections of the

unite on. It was interesting to see
a big turn out from the Commu-
nist Party of Britain for this con-
ference, but on the other hand
sad to witness the usual boycott
" by some groups who prefer to go
it alone. | |
. One weakness was that there
‘was little time to'consider the
threat » "a renewed Gulf war and
‘the need to link the millions being
spent there with the millions be-

. - ing cut from welfare.
stalls has opened out into a long run-
ning weekly saga which seems to be

However. what started as an

experimental, temporary organi-
-sation four years ago seems to
keep rolling along.

It now needs to turn itself into
a mass campalgn if its aims are to
be realised.

Judging by the public reaction
to our publicity and activities the
mass mood is slowly moving to-
wards such a possibility.
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 Liverpool Dockers
— defeated but :
unbowed

Neil Murray

' INJANUARY the Liverpool docks dis-

pute ended. For 28 months the dockers
fought heroically to get their jobs back,
provxdmg an inspiration to other strug-
gles in Britain and to dockworkers
worldmde
They were defeated primarily because the
leadership of their union, the Transport and

" General Workers’ Union (TGWU) consis-

tently undermined their struggle. This, to-
gether with their own failure to develop an
adequate strategy to defeat the leadership,
left them feeling there was no way forward.

The dispute began in September 1995
when dockworkers working for Torside
docks company were sacked for refusing to
break a negotiated agreement and work a
ship at short notice without overtime pay-
ments.

The Torside workers picketed the main
Seaforth container terminal and other dock-

" workers refused to cross. All the dockers

were then sacked by the Mersey Docks and
Harbour Company (MDHC).

In previous dockers’ struggles in Britain
it was almost automatic that workers in other
ports walked out in support, at least until the

union bureaucracy had managed to restore

contro! of the situaton.

This time things were different. Thatcher
had scrapped the National Dock Labour
Scheme (NDLS), which had been a mile-
stone in ending casual labour on the docks.
The scrapping of the NDLS destroyed the
stewards organisation and left few ports even
unionised.

Legal straitjacket

The straitjacket of the Tory anti-union .

laws meant that the Liverpool dockers’ ac-
tion was ‘illegal’ because they had not bal-
loted before taking action. Solidarity action
by other workers, including portworkers,

would be unlawful because they were em-

ployed by other companies.

The TGWU limited its ‘support’ to pay-
ing money into a hardship fund, hiding be-
hind the restrictions of the anti-union laws.
This lack of official support made it easier
for other union leaders to oppose support for
the dockers. Worse, Morris appears to have

“seen his job throughout the dispute as one of

attempting to get a deal with MDHC over
the heads of the dockers. =
Wherever the dispute was raised the dock-

- ers got support from other workers. Support
groups were set up in most towns, raising the -
political issues of the dlspute as well as

money.
Demonstrations were held in Liverpool
and London. The radical environmental

grouping, Reclaim the Streets became in-

volved bringing a new dynamic to the dis-
pute. After one of the demonstrations the

- group occupled the MDHC headquarters
- building ensuring high profile media cover-
- age.

The dockers formed solid links with em-
battled strikers from Magnet and Hilling-
don hospital. They spread the word about
the other disputes and even donated part of
their hirdship fund to the Hlllmgdon work-
ers!

As with many other recent disputes, a
women’s support group, Women of the Wa-

" terfront, was established. .

WoW provided speakers at many meet-
ings, both in Britain and internauonally,

and their banner became a regular on dem- -

onstrations. Given the hardship faced by the

 dockers and their families, this support, and

that of the dockers' children, was crucial.

Yet much more was needed if MDHC was

going to be forced to back down and rein-

state them. The dockers found a ready audi-
ence amongst port workers internationally.
Starting in December 1995 with a picket

~ of U.S. docks, the Liverpool workers gath

ered support across the world. Dockers in-
ternationally recognised the merits of
Liverpool case and the similarities with
their own situation. The casualisation of
dock labour is an international issue.
International days of action were held
with action ranging from extended meetings
to discuss the situation to 24-hour stoppages.
Many refused to unload ships which had

been loaded by scabs in Liverpool.

“The highlight was the story of the Nep-
tune Jade, which sailed in vain from conti-

‘nent to continent in search of a port where

dockers would offload it. Dockworkers in
the USA are currently facing court action
over their boycotting of the Neptune Jade,
and the Liverpool dockers are returmng
their support.

“Flylng plckets”

Dockers from Liverpool flew around the
world for pickets and meetings and leaders
of dockers from Japan, the U.S.A. and else-
where became regular visitors to Liverpool.

This amazing international solidarity, on
a scale previously unheard of, had several by
products. Dockworkers in some places, in-
spired by the Liverpool example, won their
own unionisation and recognition disputes.

K’virtual ‘dockworkers international’ was
set up within the International Transport
Federation (ITF). The Liverpool dockers
became committed internationalists. They
took up broader issues such as the question
of human rights in Turkey and the threat of
war against Iraq.

As a result of this international sohdanty
MDHC made several ‘final offers’ to buy out
the dockers. They came under pressure from
big shipping companies to settle or lose their
trade.

The dockers stuck to their principles. The
response to any offer was to be made by a
mass meeting of the dockers, not postal bal-
lots which pick people off as individuals.
Weekly mass meetings were held from the
beginning.

The struggle was to get their jobs returned
under the previous conditions. That meant

all jobs, those employed by MDHC and
those employed by Torside. |

Not surprisingly, the employers did not
like these principles. Nor did Bill Morris.
Several times he went behind the dockers’

backs to do a deal with MDHC and bounce

them into acceptance. Each time they re-
jected Morris’s deals.
The dockers’ attitude to the TGWU lead-

~ ership swung between strident criticism and

a refusal to speak out, both from loyalty and
the fear of losing what litde support they
were getting.

For much of the strike they rejected fight-
ing to make the dispute official because they
wanted to retain control of their own strug-
gle. This meant that Morris was able to with-
hold more tangible support while

attempting to sell them out.
The crunch in terms of the TGWU came
at the union’s biennial delegate conference

last summer. There was uproar when the

chair declared the executive’s statement on
the dockers’ dispute carried. Half the confer-

then clearly de- [

The best tribute to the dockers would be a ﬁghting rank
and file organisation in the TGWU which would seriously
challenge the cowardlce of its leaders.
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ence refused to
leave until the
chair conceded a
re-vote which was [ ;

feated. Thescale of
support for the
dockers, once
given a focus, was
clear.

Morris and the
executive still re-
fused to carry out
conference policy
to campaign
through the ITF
for solidarity ac-
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MDHC to get the

dockers jobs back.
He re-opened

negotiations with MDHC without reference
‘to the dockers, or even the executive. Before

the dockers knew of this, ballot papers went
out to be returned in a few days. The papers
stated that the deal would be declared ac-
cepted even if a majority voted ‘no’, if they
were a minority of those eligible to vote!

The stewards called a mass meeting and
won ‘overwhelming rejection of the deal.
This verdict was repeated in the postal bal-
lot. | |

The dockers and their supporters in the
TGWU organised resolutions to the General

"Executive Committee condemning Morris

and calling for the conference policy to be
implemented. For the first time they organ-
ised a lobby of the executive.

Then the chair ruled the resolutions out

- of order and a challenge to this was defeated.
- The stewards began to realise they lacked a

response to the TGWU leadership’s at-
tempts to sell them out.

Earlier they had sought a way out by put-
ting forward the idea of a Labour Supply Or-
ganisation which would provide the MDHC
with dock labour.

This had many flaws, and would have let

the MDHC off the hook on reinstatement.
The idea was opposed by many supporters
in Britain and internationally. However the
issue was dropped because the MDHC were-
n’tinterested.

The dockers had hoped that the election
of a Labour government, owning shares in
MDHC, might see some pressure to settle.

However, ministers avoided meeting the

stewards and Morris made little effort to
push the issue. With notable exceptions
among local and Left MPs and the rank and
file, the dockers met a blank wall with the
Labour Party.

With no prospect of new developments in
Britain and support among dockers interna-
tonally beginning to wane, the stewards saw
no way forward. In January they proposed
the acceptance of a slightly improved ver-
sion of the offer rejected last year.

It would be the height of arrogance to
claim that another strategy would definitely
have won, but no sustained attempt was
made to tackle the lack of support from the

- TGWU.

Morris’s claim that his concern was to

‘orotect the fabric of the union’ was always hol-
low. -

Even remaining within the strict limits of the
anti-union laws, Morris and the TGWU leader-
ship could have done a lot more. Appeals could
have encouraged contributions to the hardship
fund or even levies. The union paper, the TGWU
Record, had next to no coverage of the dockers
dispute. |

Morris did little to get media coverage for the
dispute. His most fervent intervention was to de-

- nounce John Pilger and Jimmy McGovern who
~ attempted to break the media blackout and were

critical of the TGWU.

‘The TGWU could have built a campaign
against the anti-union laws, but Morris has not
even criticised the Labour government for fail-

| mg to repeal them.

Butin the end what value the ‘fabric of the un-
ion’ if it doesn’t exist to support members de-

fending their jobs and working conditions? If
Morris and the TGWU had made a stand by

| makmg the dockers’ strike official and cam-

paigning widely for support, this could have led
to the defeat of the anti--union laws. The law pro-
vided a convenient smokescreen for Morris.

“Broad Left” failure

The TGWU Broad Left (BL) was no help. A
secretive body almost exclusively concerned
with winning union posts, it has had a majority

~of the TGWU executive for many years. You

wouldn’t notice as it has never used this to fur-
ther members struggles or challenge the i ght—
ward drift of the Labour Party.

The BL reportedly could not even decide on
the eve of TGWU conference which side to sup-
portin the debate on the dockers. At the Decem-
ber Executive they were also divided.

The dockers stewards began to challenge the
TGWU leadership’s stranglehold late in 1997,
when Morris’s attempt to bounce a deal on them
made his role patently obvious. The campaign of
resolutions and lobby of the Executive were an
attempt to deal with the problem, but the stew-
ards had no answers when the resolutions were
blocked.

The only answer would have been to mounta
massive offensive within the TGWU. The dock-
ers needed to call their supporters within the un-
ion together independently of the Broad Left.

Their failure to do so meant ultimately that
not only did they not win, but that other strug-
gles will face the same problem in the future.

As well as saluting the dockers for the heroic
and tenacious struggle they put up, reviving the
spirit of international solidarity, we have to learn
the lessons of their struggle.

The best tribute to the dockers would be a
fighting rank and file organisation in the TGWU
which -would seriously challenge the cowardice
of 1ts leaders. -
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All Change on the Left 7

‘Labourism in crisis

As part of the debate on the
way forward for the left and

how to build an effective
movement to challenge
Blairism, we publish this
contribution from MARTIN
WICKS of the Socialist

Perspectives Group.

THE CRISIS in and in rela-
tion to New Labour, resulting
from the actions of the govern-
ment is unprecedented. |
We have seen the votes of 47
MPs against cuts in single parent

benefit and the expulsion of MEPs -

Coates and Kerr. These are epi-

sodes which indicate the deepen-

ing of this crisis.
Blair is not prepared to compro-
mise on his political programme.
He will press- ahead with the
‘reform’ of the welfare state and

privatisation. He is prepared to -

break up the party in his effort to
turn New Labour into the ‘party of
business’. In his conference speech
he spoke of the ‘historic mistake’ of
the splitin the ranks of radicals. In
other words the split from Liberal-
ism was a mistake! |

They cannot maintain their
mass base of support by destroying
‘the reforms that social democracy
introduced in the post-war years.
Although we await the results of a
- series of key government reviews,
the direction is clear.

One potentially explosive issue
is that of union recognition. They
could renege even on their com-
mitment to ballots for union recog-
nition. The CBI wants the target of
over 50 per cent for the legal right
to recognition to be a majority of
the entire workforce rather than
those who vote. |

There is the problem as to defi-
nition of ‘workplace’, since many
firms have divided into ‘separate’
companies for tax or industrial rea-
sons. If the government concedes
on thisit would be a real kick in the

teeth for the TUC which has

placed all its hopes on leglslatxon
on recognition rights.

Whether or not there will be a
big split, or a more protracted pro-
cess of fracturing of the party re-
mains to be seen. We should not
underestimate the cowardice of the
trades union leaders who are criti-
cal of Blair but:are not prepared to
do open battle with him. |

The question of a new party of

the working class is posed not in-

the distant future but as something
which could emerge over the next
few years.

The election of the Labour gov-
ernment, far from ‘making no dif-
ference’, has accelerated the crisis
of Labourism, as those who argued
for the return of Labour predicted.
The reality of the programme of
Blair is gradually dawning on peo-
ple.

Threat

Not only does ‘reform’ of the
welfare state threaten those at the
bottom, but the government has
begun to carry out what can only be
described as a neo-liberal pro-
gramme. They have swallowed far
more of the Thatcherite poison
than many people imagined.

The ‘honeymoon period’ is be-
ginning to break. The phrase we

Andrew Wiard
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Police break up protest by d:sabled people. oppasition to. cuts in welfare has been Ied by service users, not the prostrate public sector unions

hear a lot of now is ‘we didn’t elect
Labour to carry out Tory policies’.
It says a great deal that old right
wing social democrats are way to

 the left of the Blairites.

The key practical .question fac-

- ing socialists today, is how to mo-

bilise resistance against the

government’s attacks on the work-
ing class and the poor? After two

“decades of d€Teats it would foolish

to expect an automatic and wide
upsurge in the class struggle.

" In building resistance we face a
political battle within the unions
against those who are seeking to
block a mass movement against
Blair’s policies. Virtually the en-
tire apparatus of the unions is pre-
senting an obstacle to building
resmance |

~ We face therefore, bxg political
and institutional obstacles within

the labour movement to mobilis- -

ing against the political course of
the government. The struggle
within the unions has to be
stepped up.

We need to strive for a complete
break with the social partnership
agenda, including ‘public sector-
private sector partnership’.This
agenda is underpinned by an ac-
ceptance, to one degree or another,
of neo-liberalism.

We are told that we live in a
‘global economy’ which we have to

adapt to0. In order for ‘us’ to com-

pete we have to form a social part-

nership with the employers in

order to ‘out-perform’ foreign
campanies. This means tying the
unions to the bosses coat-tails for it
involves accepting productivity
and profitability as the key criteria.

Moreover, it tells workers that
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they have the same interests as the
employers in Britain, and are com-
peting with foreign workers and

- their bosses. This nationalist poi-
son disarms the working class, es-

pectally in dealing with the multi-
national companies.

Public Sector Alliance

Across the public sector jobs
and services are being cut as a re-
sult of the government’s adherence

to the Tory spending limits, and

their refusal to tax big business and
the rich. Labour Councils are con-
tinuing the cuts which took place
under the last government. These

cuts usually have the worst impact

on the poor and the disadvantaged.

We see training for the disabled
being under threat, schools being
closed in the poorest areas and so
on. Workers and service users are
left to resist the cuts, isolated in
their localities. |

There is an obvious need for na-
tional action to be organised by the
unions, demanding an increase in
funding to the public sector, and a
return to progressive taxation in
order to raise the necessary mo-
nies. However, they have singu-
larly failed to organise any national
campaign.

In the short term the unions are
not going to organise such action.
We need, therefore, to popularise

the idea of a public sector alliance

which unites workers and service
users in action against the cuts,
and campaigns agalnst privatisa-
tion.

- This should include organisa-
tions such as those of the disabled,

tenants organisations: all those re-

sisting cuts. Of course, in many
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cases some .of these organisations
are pursuing a line of ‘don’t cut-

our services’. We need to build a
campaign on the basis of uniting
all groups under attack, and this
requires opposition to all cuts, rais-
ing the issue of breaking with the
Tory spending limits, and i increas-

~ ing public sector funding.

A Socialist Alliance?

Given the offensive which we
face, and the weakening of our or-
ganisations, there is a crucial need
to co-ordinate the efforts of all
those forces throughout the labour
movement who want to build resis-
tance to thde government’s anti-
working clas; programme. I am in
favour of us joining the Network of
Socialist Alliances in order to
strive for such co-ordination.

The Alliance was set up with
the involvement of the Militant.
For them it was a counter-balance
to the SLP. However, it is not their
creature, and the indications are
that they have not really decided
what to do in it.

Whilst they have set up some lo-
cal Alliances, they have not de-
voted much resources to it on the
national level.

They will certainly be discuss-
ing what to do now, given the fact

that the Network is attracting the

involvement of broader forces
(leave aside the odd sect like the
CPGB).

Although the Alliance is at a
very early stage of its development
it could become a focus for break-
ing with the sectarianism which
has dominated the British left for
far too long; for building practical
collaboration between left organi-
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sations striving to bu11d resistance
to Blair’s agenda. We should test
out the possibilities by participat-
ing in it.

We should propose that the Al-
l1ances organise a conference
sometime in the autumn on the
theme of building resistance to
Blair’s neo-liberal anti-working
class programme. -

It should concentrate on a small
number of themes connected with
the attacks of the government, on
which there is broad agreement
amongst - left organisations, and

which also connects with the or-
~ ganisations of those resisting these

attacks; e.g. single parents, dis-
abled etc. . | |

I would propose four areas:

B defending the welfare state
and opposing means testing and
‘workfare’

B defending public sector jobs

and services, and opposing privati- °

sation
" |l opposing the ‘social partner-
ship agenda’ in the trades unions
M stopping the environmental
degradation caused by the ‘car
economy’ and big business
The purpose of this would be to
strive to build a practical cam-
patgning unity amongst all those

opposed to the direction of the gov-
ernment and prepared to build a

fightback.
The principle on which we base
this approach is simply the strug-

- gletoachieve the broadest possible

unity of the working class and the

~ oppressed to defend their interests
- against government attacks.

* This is a shortened version of
an article from Socialist Per-
spectives No 7

YOU (AN'T HAVE
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$ ALL CHANGE ON THE LEFT

'I'ODAY in Britaln thousands of soclallsts and activists are Increas-
ingly discussing the need to build opposition to Blairism.

United action to defeat the attacks meted out by this New Labour
government Is a central part of such a debhate, but so too Is the ques-
tion of whether and how to build a new workers’ party
~ This is not a new discussion, but it takes place in changed circum-
stances. Marxists have always understood that the Labour Party would

~ only form capitalist governments, different from other capitalist gov-

ernments only to the extent they initiated reforms the better to enmesh

- or lead the working class into class collaboration.

The Labour Party has always been a capitalist party based on the

“working class, but herein lay its fundamental contradiction. “New La-

bour” represents more than just another swing to the right: it is a con-

~ certed, and so far successful attempt, to resolve this historical

contradiction and transform the Party into a bourgeois party.
This transformation has not yet been achieved, but we should have

no illusions about the line of Blair's march. We Ilave analysed the un-

derlying causes of this crisis elsewhere, but the Blair juggernaut has
already resulted in widespread defeats of the left, including one failed
attempt to fill the vacuum in the form of Arthur Scargill’s Soclallst La-

~ bour Party.

Tragically the SLP Is famous today for having an internal bureau-
cratic functioning which is worse than the Labour Party.
Since the election of New Labour into government conditions are

rapidly maturing, for the first time since 1945, for upheavals and rup-
tures in the broad workers’ movement. A process of recomposition and

regroupment will be concretely posed in the medium term.

‘There will be many problems to overcome and many political gues-
tions that wiil need to be debated. Nobody has all the answers in these
uncharted waters, and much of what we in Socialist Outlook have to

say is tentative.

Here DAVE I-IIIDSON dlscussos an Issue the Ioﬂ must tosolve.

The SLP experience presents
the socialist left with one intrac-
table question: how do we deal
with the political and organisa-
tional fragmentation, soft splits
and dispersal of the left - and
the equally important and re-
lated problem of sectarianism

and petty factionalism?
- In our December issue we ar-

gued: “A new party means bringing
together, in an open and democratic
framework and based initially on a

limited action programme (not pri-

marily an electoral programme),

broad class struggle forces from the

Labour and trade union movement,

the social movements, radlcal.

youth and the far-left.
“It is only size, social and polit-
cal weight which can impose a sense

“of responsibility, order and proce-

dure on such an initially diverse po-
litical formation, not the bureau-
cratic ﬁck boot.” '

Some comrades are understanda-

bly sceptical about the task of bring-

ing together all the left. After all,

most of the organised forces seem

concerned only about building

themselves.

Manoeu'/res

Some engage in appalling ma-
noeuvres and raids in order to win a
few members, and regularly put the
narrow interests of their own or-
ganisations above that of the work-
ing class as a whole.

Some have felt it necessary to

pull back from an inclusive ap-

proach to building a new party be-
cause of this. In our view this would
be an error.. |
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Workers in simgglo need leadership from a left united on fighting policies

There are others who for politi-

cal (and usually bureaucratic) rea-

sons want to keep out most of the
organised left forces (all except
those who support them!) because

‘they might constitute a serious

challenge to their dominance. Most
bureaucratic celebrities are infected
by this approach, and we should be
under no illusion: this was why
Scargill kept the Socialist Party and
others out of the SLP.

A federal approach to the process
of founding a new party is neces-
sary, ifitis to be areal party and not

another grouplet. A new party to

the left of Labour must reflect the

- diversity of the existing forces.

Fragmentation can only be over-
come through a process of debate
and common experiences. 1The

comrades who have split from the

SLP comrades have made this point

' many times against Scargill.

Like most new parties, including

the Labour Party when it was
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founded, a new workers’ party will

initially take a federalist form.

Exclusion always has a political

agenda, as the opposition inside the.

SLP found to their cost. Organised
forces close to Scargill were allowed
to organise, while those who did not
agree were increasingly excluded.

Who is excluded and who is in-
cluded (the SP or the Lancashire

NUM) depends on the politics of -

those bureaucrats in control.

Policing

In any case, as we all know, exclu-
sions will not work. In practice sup-
porters of far left groups will not be
kept out, they will only become se-
cretentrists. They will then require
policing and “voiding”, leading to

the nightmare of an SLLP Mark 2.

A mass political party which is
based on clearly defined politics or
programme cannot be built over-
nlght, because of the historical divi-

sxons on the left. Therefore, a party

Bob Wood

- THE LABOUR Party
purge in Leeds, launched
over the Liz Davies af-
fair, is far from over.

Following the expulsion of -
Mike Davies and Celia Foote,
three of the branches in Leeds
North East have been rein-
stated, but the Constituency
Party and the largest, most
active and most socialist of the
branches remain in limbo.

Individual members in
Leeds North East also remain
suspended, including Council-
lor Garth Frankland, whose
main crime seems to have
been calling Gordon Brown a bas-
tard in a pub conversation.

The Labour Party machine is
now rumoured to be casting its net
wider. The latest victim in the Re-
gional Office’s unending search for

- witches is apparently Leeds Cam-
paign Group. The Group has
nearly fifty members, many of

them active branch, constituency
or district party officers.

- This layer of people, at least in
Leeds, is not prepared to let the
Blair juggernaut crush them en-
tirely, without putting up a spirited’
resistance.

The party machine’s control is
not yet finally established, in spite
of their ‘victory’.in Leeds North--

- SLP were invited, only the ex--

Leeds: Labour S purge continues

East — hence the
need to renew the
purge. At the
recent District
Party AGM, a Cam-
paign Group
member was only
narrowly defeated
for the post of
Chair. ~

The basis of the
charges against the
Campaign Group,
which has not yet
been officially ad-
vised of the
investigation, is ru-
moured to be that
it is a ‘cross-party’ grouping, with
links to the Socialist Party (SP) and

- the Socialist Labour Party.

The foundation for this absurd

-~ allegation is thought to be a public

debate organised by the Campaign

Group well over a year ago, on the

way forward for socialists. -
Although both the SP and the

Militant grouping turned up. The
speaker for the Campaign Group
argued, not surprisingly, for socialists
to continue in Labour Party member-
ship.

The overwhelming majority of
speakers from the floor supported
this, while voicing their concerns

over the direction the party was

taking.

The only party that any member -
of Leeds Campaign Group belongs to
is the Labour Party. The accusation
of ‘cross-party’ activity is a little
strange coming from a leadership
that is busy forming a close alliance
with the Liberal Democrats.

It is Ilkely that the Group will
remain in solidarity with those who
have already been unjustly expelled
from the party, and with those who
may be expelled in the future. It will
continue to debate and campaign
with others on the left.

As long as it is able, it will surely
resist the attempt to turn the party of
labour into just another party of capi-

 tal.

~of recomposition and regroupment

 towards a new workers’ party

_is necessary, which by definition is

an open and inclusive party of dis-

. cussion and action. In reality it W111 <

mlually be a proto-party.

We defend the right of far-left or-
ganisations to base themselves on a
worked out revolutionary pro-

gramme and to state this openly.

Such a party or organisation will
however be small under today’s

condltlons

- Develop programme |

To unite all those who wish to
fight on a more limited programme
of action 1s a different project — a
movement that wishes to become a
party, an open movement that will
debate the way forward and develop
its programme through this discus-
sion and experience.

If such aproto-party or refounda-
tion attempts to exclude some ac-
tive socialists but not others, then
this means that somebody some-
where has decided that they already
have the answers and are acting
upon them.

One of the problems of the SLP
is that it was founded on false pre-

‘tences. Thousands of active social-

ists and revolutionaries are
members of left organisations or are
sympathetic to them. Despite ex-
hibiting sectarjanism and often
petty narrow factionalism, they

“comprise an important activist part

of the British and European left.
We need an open party with
properly agreed ground-rules, the
right of tendency, which insists also
on responsibility - on loyalty and
openness by all the tendencies con-
cerned. Narrow minded “party-
building” raids (actually sect-

“building) must of course be con-

demned.

Socialist Outlook wants to build a
revolutionary party, because we
don’t think capitalism can be re-

formed into socialism. We are pre-
~pared to debate this and other

Marxist propositions with any-

‘body.

We don'’t thmk a revolutionary
party can be built simply through
individual recruitment, or just
founded in one go, but can only de-
velop through a process of debate
and clash of ideas, linked to experi-
ence and recomposition. -

Nor do we think that the first at-
tempts to build a new alternative left
party in Britain will create a revolu-

~ tionary party, but we are prepared to

loyally build a new left or class strug-
gle party, if it allows democratic dis-
cussion, the right of tendency and
separate publications.

A new party which includes

- forces from the Labour Party, ex-

CP forces and trade union lefts,
which is essential if it is to be credi-
ble, is unlikely to be a revolutionary
party in the first instance.

This is one reason why the revo-
lutionaries must remain organised

- to fight for their ideas, and that in-

cludes currents like Socialist Per-
spectives who would surely not like
to hand over a new workers’ party to
another Arthur Scargill.

Principled politics, the right to
organise for all tendencies, trans- -
parency and full accotmtability will
be essential ingredients in any new
workers’ party
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AMERICAN women organised the first ever
1 ‘Women’s Day’ on February 28 1907, to
demand political rights for working women.

Then in 1911 Clara Zetkin proposed at the
second International Conference of Working
Women that it should become an annual
event. |

The date was changed in 1913 to March 8,
which was the anniversary of an important
strike by women textile workers in New
York in the 1880’s.

It was International Women’s Day celebra-
tions that lit the spark that led to the
February revolution in Russia in 1917.

It’s a glorious and rich tradition — enjoy it!
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The organised

- support of
‘women relatives
of strikers has
~been a key
“element in
Britain’s longest
and most
determined
strikes.

THE MASS media have typically attempted

to use the conservative pressure of women

‘isolated in the home or takmg responsmlll-
“ty for the ‘family budget’ to pressurise

~ “‘their’ men not to strlke or to stop strik-
ing. o _

The development of women’s support
‘groups, primarily composed of women who
are relatives of those on strike, poses an
important challenge to the way the ruling
class tries to attack militant action by
workers.

TERRY CONWAY looks at the role of

women during the 1984 Miners’ strike,- the

Liverpool Docks Strike of 1995-1998 and
the current strike at the Magnet furniture
factory in Darlmgton, a dispute that start-
ed in 1996.
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he Miners’ strike of

1984 was a turning

tics. Since her elec-
tion as  Prime
Minister in 1979, Margaret
Thatcher had wasted little time

" in attacking working people in
every way she could. The massive
programme of pit closures was

critical for her government.

The strike was to be the central
issue of British politics. The
stakes were understood by the
majority of members of the
National Union of Mineworkers
(NUM) who saw that what was at

- stake was the loss of the thou-

sands upon thousands of jobs and
the devastation of entire commu-
nities in the many areas where
the pit was the centre of local life.

The formation of women’s sup-
port groups happened soon after

the start of the strike on March 9

1994. Women were angry at the
way the media depicted them as
being opposed to the action - sup-

posedly victims of the irresponsi-
ble behaviour of the NUM in tak-

‘ing strike action.

The press played on the fact that
support for the strike was weak in
the Nottinghamshire area, and
managed to identify women there

point in British poli-

struggled to protect

~take . their example

~munity We wish to
object to the assumption

......
OO
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. new tradition
in the making

who were urging their husbands
to go to work. With this ammuni-
tion they ran headlines on this

issue on the third day of the dis-

pute — implying that-all women
wanted the strike called off.

This so enraged a group of five
women in Barnsley, Yorkshire,
that they wrote a letter to the
local paper.

“We realise  that miners and

their families will endure hard--
ships during the strike and that -

no-one relishes the prospect of
mounting bills. However.

those same sacrifices
were made by our
forefathers who
gave their lives to
the industry and:

jobs and improve'
conditions. Let us

and stand firmly
together to ensure
the future of our com-

made in some sections of the
press that all miners’ wives
oppose the decision to strike.”

The letter was printed in the

paper by a sympathetic reporter —
- with an invitation for those who
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Fighting
their own
~corner: the
Hillingdon
Hospatal
women .
strikers have
“battled on.

agreed with its views to get in
touch. Within two weeks the

group had mushroomed to two

dozen, within a few more weeks
hundreds of women had made
contact. -
Similar patterns were being

 played out across the dlfferentﬁ

coal fields. As well as writing to
the press, the groups were kept
busy. Many set up emergency‘
advice centres to help miners’
wives and children claim benefits
if they were not working, as the
strikers themselves were not eli-
Then  there was

| and
demonstrations,
speaking at meet-
ings - and of
course picketing.
One of the focal
points for many was
~ the organisation of a
illage soup kitchen. The
need for such activity was highly
practical — the desperate shortage

of funds to sustain a long fight.

In many areas there was over-
whelming support for the strike

not only from trade unionists but

tfrom local shopkeepers and some
factory owners who understood
that without the industry their
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own livelihoods were threatened
— and who may have had relattves
on strike.

The kitchens became a hive of
activity not only for cooking and
eating but for discussing how the
strike could be furthered.

While it was assumed that the

cooking was women’s responsi-

bility, being part of a large group

- catering for hundreds of meals a
day was very different from pro-
viding a meal in the isolation of
your own kitchen for ‘your’ man.
And you didn’t have to worry
how you were going to pay for the
1ngred1ents'

Women were able to talk to each
other and to the men much more
freely. than before the- dlspute |

~Roles began .10 change sin other

.~ ways tod, Chiristine from Hoyland
B explams. : Pre seen older. men,.

' ¥ wrrh Chll-'*.-if:-
ge, you ﬁeldsu.._ mlght never

eting. But-as they gained in confi-
dence, through the other support
- group: aetmtr,e:s,t they deelded to

.ne B_arnsley‘ g{oman ex:plamed
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Two months into the strike, the
bitterness generated by scabs was
réaching fever pitch. Because the
police and the scabs had respond-
ed a little more tolerantly to the
presence of women on the picket
> line, the idea of a women’s mass
‘picket was born.
~ The miners were certainly
enthusiastic to see their unex-
pected visitors. “You can do
things we can’t, they won’t ‘get’
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links with WAPC groups. Women |
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Arthur Scargill and his ‘com-

\| high political and democratic
- consciousness of the Liverpool
dockers.

Doreen McNally got up and start-
ed talking about the way that
casualisation was destroying her
family life. This was to be the
spark that led to the formation of
Women On  the
(WOW) in the second week of the "

dispute.

variety of activities; fund-raising,
participating in international and

in the Miners’ strike and orher

‘the strike was the image of a

you, because you re women,” they
said. How wrong they were. That
day fourteen women were arrest- -
ed at two Nottinghamshire pits,
including Anne Scargill, wife of
NUM President Arthur Scargill.

. One of the enduring images of

Against Pit Closures activists also
visited -the women’s peace camp
outside the Greenham Common
US Air Force Base, which was
expected to receive Trtdent nucle-
ar missiles.

Lesbians and Gay men organ—
ised

Yorkshire NUM dlsmlssed this
criticism out of hand.

But by the-end of the strike, the
“Page 3 girl” had disappeared -
and ‘Women against Pit Closures’
(WAPC) had been accepted into
associate membership of the

young woman being brutally

rades’ in the leadership of the ¢ .
tee and held weekly meetings as

batoneéby a heavily armoured
policeman on horseback at

one of the most bitter

supporters and the
police.

activities had a
profound impact
.on- the women
involved.
~women in‘ - the’ ;

v :tng it; they travelled to- mcet— B
it 3 ﬁ, ke, “country and spoke’ in front of
s didri’t ‘con- - ~audiences of strangers.

srder beeommg mvolved in plck- |

the ‘Battle of Orgreave’,

battles between the
strikers .and their

These different

Some

more - 1solated coal

ings’in dlfferent parts of the

‘A large proportion of the
‘women involved were not
‘involved in paid work and had
““taken total responsibility for the
home and_children. Now they
were travelllng

: these changes was
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'héﬁdtspute was the developrnent

S of twmmng”-— the linking of a
“particular pit with either a local
~ area support group or a particular
‘trade union branch. Thousands

of activists, mainly from the large
cities, travelled to mining areas,
often on a regular basis. Many
became firm friends with people
in these areas and there was an

exchange of experiences and

political ideas that would not nor-
mally have taken place.
Women’s groups made direct

SV 10 . meetings or
b Sl o1 Skets; the hen had to tike their
20 shareof responmblhty at home.
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least sOme€" 3 fo'_tz‘?
then' suppbriers
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had enerated

The NUM itself was an over-
whelmingly male union - there
were no women miners in
Britain, only a very small number
of women clerical members.
Before the dispute there had been
a bitter row between the NUM
leadership and feminists outside
the union who had criticised The
Yorkshire Miner, a union newspa-
per, for publishing pictures of
scantily clad women.

NUM. The
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involvement of
women at the centre of the dis-
pute had other ramifications
100. |

It certainly made it
harder for  the
Thatcherite press to
attack the strike as
. being led by macho
men. |

The

' . t - i
e)*”‘ o P .
3 =N R PR
T eremg A -
o e e eat
»

“had “profound: effects.

_or their jobs. However when the

" situation began 1o shift it was to

become clear that at least some of

their own groupa .1& - m,w -the lessons oﬁ_hthe miners’: stnke
Jenannler O ot dbe;en takento ‘-‘..*"éhﬁﬁa'Flfsi.'f?lse"
i S fng,e‘l.989, when the ’{ones had
g o ped - the nanonai dock.‘
- self confidence. Joan_$_ P

N

'-‘--}4

.....

m’ﬁs
other

once great 1ndustry with a proud
tradition of union organisation —
it had to be smashed.

Some women had been attend-
ing the mass meetings from the
beginning of the dispute, obvi-

ously anxious to know what was
going on. This fact is presented in’

most histories of the strike with-

- out comment — but it is certainly

unusual in most British strikes
for ‘outsiders’ to be present at
mass meetings.

of the ~ unions) which you® corﬂd JOTt 7 S

Mlners ‘strike in 1985

o strengthened the .
- ’ Thatcher regime and
~ weakened workers’ confidence to
take action to defend their rights

;-"f‘ mvolved therc* W@B’ &

$a¢klngs m most of the'
great” ports’ of -England.
;Ltverpool was the last bastion of a

This demonstrates the relatively

At one of these early meetings,

Waterfront

The group was 1nvolved in a

national delegations, picketing at
the docks as well as less conven-
tional activities such as taking
actions outside the homes of
scabs and senior members of the
MDHC. ‘
The dockers themselves, at a
theoretical level at least, were
supportlve of the move to setup a
women’s ~support group. “I
already knew about. the tremen-
dous role that women had played

struggles in this country,” says
Jimmy Nolan, Secretary of the
Shop Stewards Committee. “The
women have made a tremendous
contribution to our struggle.”
The first WOW meeting was
attended by sixty women, who
heard two women from Women
Against Pit Closures talk about
their experiences during the min-
ers’ strike. They set up a commit-

well as running their own office.

Their meetings were attended
by a steward who kept them
informed of what was going on
while a number of them attended
the dockers’ mass meetings which
had a standing item of a report
back from WOW. | -

Women’s activity was seen as an
integral part of the strike.

Probably a hrgher percentage of
women involved in WOW had
paid 1obs than the women
involved in the Miners strike.
‘Doreen McNally, often WOW
spokeswoman, is a nurse. She
explains her own history:

“My father was badly m)ured on
the docks and I think that Was
part of the reason I went’ m‘to
nursing. At that.time there Was . r

'.sm““l bode hos-tlle“?to;st ikey 0t

when you quahfied iyt v
“My father had always Beenwas il
strong trade unionist. :amn ;5 5%
,belxeved everyone should be in a N
union so he contacted someone in f
NUPE (the National Union of =+ .
Public. Employees; .now. part’ of o
UNISON) ‘and we arranged an
meetmg with some. collefl; i) I
‘was “one of ‘the first rgses i LA
Liverpool to join @ tc_eak 1 on s S
Nevertheless: “ forz al‘ RO e

3..-' - s I
AR

l~

‘changé in their ﬁom

one had told me that ¥: hE:
addressing meetings aII over fheﬁf ' ,,
country I would have said “not. " ;&
me” but you have so much anger = ~*
at what they have done that you
don’t think about it. You want to
tell people the truth’.

Sue explains what the strike has
meant both for her and her rela-
tionship with her partner: |

“The dispute has changed me
dramatically... Before I was con-
tent being a mother and a house-
wife but now I want to go out into
the world, I think I've found



‘myself again and when the dis-
pute finishes I want to stay polit-
ically active and get a job. There -

have also been changes in Colin’s
and my relationship.

“Before we were very traditional
— he went to work and earned the
money and I took charge of the
house and the housekeeping.

Now this has changed. Colin is-

much more involved at home — he
has to be because I’m away so
much. He takes the budget, cooks
meals and looks after the house.
Now we share our roles and are
both very supportive of each
other’s union, political and out-
side activities.”

‘Not just at the
weekends

Individual dockers reacted dif- -

ferently.

Billy admits: “Personally at first
I wasn’t too keen on the idea of
there being an active women’s
group but that soon changed the
women have been vitally impor-
tant to us -

“Prior to the dispute I suppose I

..................
....................

would be what you would call an
old fashioned male chauvinist. I
always thought that the place for
women was in the home, looking
after the kids, which is a hard
enough job”

Another striker, Keith, com-
ments; “I’d never been in the
kitchen before... I can use a tin
opener now! I make the beds and
vacuum-clean the carpets during
the week,. not just at the week-

.. ends.”

S J@et‘ween she two
K adﬁlsputes.
| dockers”

" 'is ‘much smaller

$ %‘ "jf"n mh less. gencralised
: 'suppon from a tange of groups

than the miner’s
n 'smke was.

Ievel of confrdnta- : f.-=_

~The parallels w1th many of the

- .comments made and situations
.. described by those involved in

Ihe miners’ strike are clear.
= ‘But . there: are. lmportant
aifferenees.. Some -are
clearly a_function of
‘the. - dlfferences

The
dlspu_te N

and more isolated l

" The general

n betweeh ~work-

‘Stat & ha ﬁ,
> Tapd there has

i soctery:

"The dlspute is conﬁned to one
geographical area — the Port of
Liverpool, where the miners’
strike hatl a much wider spread.

The financial situation has also
been very different. In Liverpool
the men were sacked, so were eli-
gible for benefits much more eas-
ily than the striking miners.

In the miners’ strike the whole
union was taking action and
financial esources were hugely
streiched — whereas the Liverpool

dockers coxnprised a tiny propor-

tion of the TGWU, which did
give some financial support,
though not official backing.

Much of the focus of the dock- |

ers’ Shop Stewards throughout

“the dispute has been on interna-

tional solidarity - resulting in
some dramatically successful days
of action in ports across the globe.

But there was little focus on fight- -

ing for action within the TGWU.

All of these features set. partial

limits on the development of
WOW. |

There were other dlfferences
too. The British women’s move-

ment in general was much weaker _
in 1995 than in 1984. There were

fewer direct links therefore

between WOW and women’s -

groups than during the time of

WAPC. This impacted on the

level of political discussion that
women involved in the docks dis-
pute had access too.

And while women’s activity was
integrated into the Liverpool dis-
pute, in some ways their profile
was not as high during the min-

ers’ strike. So for
the

RRLRRPS =

»»” 1] example on

| only woman on a
platform of over
20 speakers — and
spoke last.

Only -time. will
tell the extent to

which the lives of
the
involved

T el | second  anniver-
i # sary demonstra-

v - w A tion, Doreen
vy, 4 McNally  from
RMEN | WOW “was the

in the

‘dock strike have been irrevocably
altered by the dispute.

Although WOW was capable of
mobilising significant numbers
of women for its activities such as
family pickets, the activists who
regularly attend the meetings and
are involved in delegation work

‘represent a minority of the dock-

ers’ wives, partners and families.

It is only within these, the most

involved, that we could expect to
see the substantial changes. in

h4

‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘
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miners’ strike. Though, of course,
the experience and consciousness
of women involved in solidarity
movements is as complex and
varied as that of the strikers
themselves.

women -

- Despite this unevenness, the

involvement of women in the j ﬁ

Liverpool-dock strike suggests
that something significant has
changed in British politics.

‘The Magnet

strike

ur final example
of a women’s.
support group
relates to the
| current strike
at Magnet. 340 workers

-were sacked in September

1996 for going on strike

for a modest pay rise.

The strikers, mostly
men, belong to a rarige of
different unions which have

formally supported the dispute

but done nothing effectlve to help -

win it.

According to Jan Crammond,
Secretary of the strike committee,
a women’s support group was

quickly set up, based on groups -
like WOW and WAPC. Women

have been involved in a whole
range of activities — picketing,

| speaklng at meetings, fund-rais-

confidence, attitudes and- lives ing" and. organising leafleting of

that occurred dumng and after the_'i ‘Magnet showrooms to persuade

- people not to buy the shoddy

goods now being produced by

;ously by skllled eraftsmen .
.. Like " : the leerpool

leadmg shareholders —
‘in this case Bersfords,
the parent company of
Magnet | |
While there is a cara-
‘van prov1ded by one of =

mass picket days

everyone standing freezing by the
gates. |

~Lynne Fawcett from the
Women’s support Group explains
some of the things that have
motivated her and others to get
involved: “I have three children
of my own in their 20’s and I'm
extremely lucky they are all work-
ing. What Magnet have done -
I’m terrified the same thing could
be done to them...

“When you take men’s jobs

\GNIIAIAI\’I‘ GDlJ’I‘IANIK Il

‘self worth collapses. The motiva-

~already -

- women in the dlspute at Magnet
'Scab labour fathef Than aS pl‘eVl-‘_.'_ | has Often beeng- a. m(}falﬁ h(j{)st
:for the strikers, with, Lhe wamg
-~ determination - and"

l_women, a favourite oCCU- . humour raising conﬁdence When

. pation_ has ‘been’ high. “gpirits have been low. -

profl’le ‘actions against = .

family.

- the unions. which. pro- -
vides food for the regular
pacleets ~-and is staffed by -
men;thls is not sufﬁment on |

“end contributes:to.the mgn@g:a T af

out. If not, it ce_{gt"f'

x .- because of - any-.
hg.e. ‘icn “the .women’s support.

- group produces additional hot.
fow — to the great delight of

. AN

away their whole self esteem and

.and determination of the women -
‘1nvolved

A new trad1t1on

he organised women’s

liberation movement

in Britain remains

very weak today. But

N ~many women. who
have ceme into contact with this -~

-.znew wave of worklng class
~wothen’s organlsanon since -the
1984/5 miner’s strlke have been
~“inspired by it.- oo T :
“*“The lie has’ been gwen to the
idea: that ‘many. ‘of the ideds of
femtnlsm-— for socialisation of the.;z.}..; j 1;1.? |

»\EofCS Qf the famlly and for’ equal
_parﬁcipanon in polmcal life: for - -
women — are of no relevance to

- working class women. -

~ The chance for the bosses and .
-for governments to use worreh as .
-ammunition against strikes in

male dommated mdusr,mes has
: cwedkehed.

S gmining Ui 1°$%Y isafiing. -
the strike remai =Be- % -
t ains- ‘Ul %e _ * Yo .‘ . mark .IF!EGT ﬁatl’@,ﬂa’l

tion goes out of your family life;
you lose your security; and the
knock on effect for the whole
town is less money, less prospects
and more poverty. There’s
enough poverty in Darlington
we don’t need any
more... We’re not gomg to take -
much more of this...” -

As in the other dtsputes we have
looked at, the involvément ‘of

sense of

In some famlhes, the wome
have become more 1nvolved «than
the men — with big 1mp11catlons
- for the division. of labour m the

- The Magnet dlspute connnues .
‘Whether the formation of t.he
women’s support: &mnp i ihg\;g
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You've fead >
artlcle now buy’f’.'
Ithe magazine!

llnternatlonal Viewpoint offers special
low rates (for new subscribers
I only!) .

B Britain £20: cheques to Outlook
International, PO Box | 109, London
N4 20U - |

|(Also available in USA $35: Canada $40:
Australia $35: New Zealand $35: South Africa

IRBO Sweden 330 SEK: Denmark 300 DKK: Hong Kong
$120 (These and other agent addresses available on request).
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12 WOMEN'S DAY 1998

etting the

~agenda for

Workmg WOmen

“RECRUITING for Women’s
Equality” is the theme of the
68th TUC Women’s Conference
(Scarborough, 11-13 March).
- The many important issues on
the agenda include employment
and trade rights, the right to strike,
provision and quality of childcare
and the pay of childcare workers,
women and poverty, lone parents,
maternity benefits, and black and
Asian women. S
Women are less likely to have
permanent, full time jobs, or to

work in workplaces with union rec-

ognition. They are more likely to
work in small workplaces. This
makes it harder to secure individual

rights or to benefit from collective

bargalmng

It 1s especially 1mportant for
women that the Labour Party is not
- allowed to break its election man-
date on union recognition, and that
we oppose exemptions to employ-
ment rights and union recognition
legislation which effectively dis-
criminate against women.

A key resolution calls on the
TUC Women’s Committee to

- - campaign for employment rights

and union recognition for all work-

ers from day one, whatever their

hours, length of service or form of
contract, or size of workplace. Small
workplaces should also not be ex-
empted from the Disability Dis-
~crimination Act.

The Critchley Labels dispute
(covered elsewhere in this paper) il-
lustrates many of these issues, as
well as demonstrating the impor-
tance of the right to strike.

A resolution to Conference reaf-
firms that the freedom to take in-
dustrial action is a fundamental
civil liberty and calls on the TUC
Women's Committee and the Gen-
~ eral Council to actively oppose any
attempt to outlaw or restrict strike
action in any sector of the economy.

In the context of current debates

Saturday March 7.

in government c1rcles as to what
constitutes a majority of the work-

force in relation to union recogni-

tion and strike action, we need to

insist that thisisa ma]orlty of those

who vote.

The whole questlon of child-
care is a major concern for work-
ing women. This was one of the
main demands raised by the sec-

ond wave of the feminist move- -

ment in the late 60s and early 70s;

indeed, we raised the demand of

free 24 hour nurseries. -
We should argue for free child

Acare, which is available 24 hours,

with the flexibility and variety to
give women the choice they need.

" This is an area where the govern-

ment is likely to make changes, but

will women get what they need

from New Labour? |
The range of issues involved is

- shown by the number of amend-

ments to the childcare resolution

moved by the British Orthoptic So-

ciety. This welcomes the govern-
ment’s comrfnitment to expanding

after schools clubs and calls for the .

encouragement of other affordable

‘types of childcare to cater for par-

ents with flexible working patterns,

~such as NHS employees.

e

- One set of amendments calls for
the development of a national

childcare strategy and and for em-

ployers to be involved, noting with
concern their current lack of sup-
port and assistance.

The Community and Youth
Workers’ Union expresses concern
that after school clubs will be

staffed as cheaply as possibleand by

youngsters, particularly young
women, on the New Deal, who may

be coerced into this option.

MARCH through Birkenhead

(meet main gates, Birkenhead

Park 12 noon)
Conference 2pm -
4.30pm at Wallasey
‘Town Hall, Brighton St,
Wallasey. |

.The event is organised to

remember both the begining of
women's struggles for equality

and a more just society and to

celebrate achievements and successes gained
by millions of women throughout the world.

Their amendment calls on the

TUC to campaign for adequate vet-
ting, training and qualifications, to-
gether with appropriate salaries, for
childcare workers.

The Musicians Union calls for

childcare COStS 10 be a tax deducu-

ble expense. -

A Fire Brigades Umon resolu-
tion asserts that women continue to
be the section of our society most

likely to live their lives in poverty.

They are paid less than men, their
pensions provision are poorer than
those of men.

“Many women face poverty as a

result of benefit cuts. Conference
therefore calls on the TUC

SiA

Women’s Committee and the Gen-_
eral Council to support campaigns -

which aim to highlight and redress
the poverty which persists as a dally
reality for millions of
women, young and
old.”

An amendment
from the Communi-
cation Workers Un-
ioncalls on the TUC -
to campaign for the
reinstatement of
lone parent benefits.

Another motion
on lone parents,
from the TGWU,
highlights the con-
sistent opposition of
women trade unionists to the scape-

goating of lone parents by the Tory

government, and the need for the

government to support all families

in the UK.
- But it makes the mistake of wel-

- coming the new government’s rec-
~ognition of lone parents, and also
" praises the New Deal commitment

to help lone parents find work.
This ignores the compulsion, al-

~ beit indirect compulsion, involved. -

Nor do we see this government op-

~ posing the continued ideological

offensive against lone parents in the

‘media.

~ In light of the discussion on dis-

ability and maternity benefits, and

the implication in government
statements that it plans to abandon
the principle of universal benefits,
we must call on the TUC Women’s
Committee and the General Coun-

Women’s Day in erral

Wirral and Liverpool Trades Union
Councils invite you to celebrate
International Women’s Day 1998 on

We aim to provide'an opportunity for
women from different backgrounds and

experiences to come together and

find out about and discuss ongoing
campaigns and issues affectmg
women in particular.
There will be speakers on defence of
lone parents'rights, including Ann
Cryer MP, and on the Magnet

- dispute. |
EVENING SOCIAL 8 pm till late wnth
live music from the Dockers Band
and disco. Free buffet and creche in

the afternoon.

For further information phone Wirral
TUC on 0151 512 1868. '

Socialist Ou mmk
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| To fight for
equality, the
4 TUG must
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cil to campaign for benefits to

~ remain universal, not means tested.

An USDAVW resolution calls on
the Women’s Committee to con-
tinue to lobby the government for a
simplified, strengthened and im-

- proved system of maternity rights,
‘with a consolidation of all existing

law (currently spread over some 22
pieces of legislation). A central de-

 mand is that of Statutory Maternity
- Pay for all women, without mini-

mum pay or service thresholds.

- Harriet Harman’s absurd com-

ments about there being women
who are entitled under
present rules to £20,000
a week SMP should not
be allowed to obscure
the reality of govern-
ment plans. Most
women don’t even earn
£20,000 a year, and very
few indeed would re-

- ceive this amount in
benefit.

benefits and keep pub-
lic spending down as it
wishes, the government
would need to attack a far wider
layer of women. Harman’s rhetoric
should be exposed for whatitis: but
we must also fight very hard to keep

. fake up a
. o4 radical,
 §| campaigning
A | line,
2 A supporting
& womenin
' m  struggle

To achieve cuts in

tion in recruitment and promotion

at all levels.

It calls for the TUC and affiliated
unions to press the government for
top level commitment and resources

- to speedily implement government

our rights as working women, as .

these are clearly under threat.

The First Division Association
resolution welcomes the public
commitment of the government
and the Prime Minister personally
to equal treatment for and greater

-representation of black and Asian

people in all areas of government
and public sector employment.
(Let’s hope this pledge survives all
those public spendlng cuts and job
losses).

- However, the FDA also notes the

“- concentration of black and Asian

women civil servants-in the lowest
two grades, and that they still too
often face race and sex discrimina-

- policy to secure real equality for

these women.
In keeping with the theme of Re-

| cruiting for Equality, each delegate

and observer to TUC Women’s Con-

ference has been asked to take partin

a survey by giving a questionnaire to
five women who- are not currently
union members, in order establish
why not — what would the unions
have to do to recruit them?
-Completed questionnaires will be
discussed in a workshop session one

‘afternoon.

- The use of workshops to increase
women’s involvement and participa-

- tion in the conference is not a bad
" idea in principle. '

This should not be done, though |
at the expense of unions submitting
motions and debating policy.
~ In the last few years the women’s
conference has lost half a day’s dis-
cussion of motions and replaced by a
“free debate”, where delegates could
put forward their own ideas, not
bound by their union’s pollcy on an
issue.

This form did not work: no more
people were brought into the discus-
sion. However if we are going to
move away from motion based, pol-
icy making conferences, for part of
the time, this should be done by add- -
ing half a day to the conference, not
by.taking time away from being able
to set policy. e ~

If the Women's Committee is go-
ing to make a reality of recruiting for
equalxty, then the whole orgamsa-'
tion 'and organisations are going to
have to change and become demo-
cratic and fighting organisations
that are prepared to stand and com-
mit themselves to struggle to im-

prove the lives of working people.

Birmingham focus
on Irish women

Celebrate International Women's Day (March 7)
with Birmingham Trades Council at the Union
Club, 723 Pershore Rd, Selly Park, B29 11pm -

opm.

Special guest will be Lily Fitzsimmons, Belfast
Community activist and author of Women and

Ml /reland — Unsung Heroes of Ireland in Conflict.

When agreeing to speak Lily said: “| am delighted
that women trade unionists in England are
interested enough in the Irish situation to ask me

| over to speak. We are at a crucial stage in our
struggle for self-determination and | look forward to
this discussion and debate.
I hope that in some way the lessons that | have
learned can be passed on to the younger
generation and contribute towards their struggle for

peace.”
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Sinn Fein expelled from talks as
London bows again
| to Unionists

Paul Flannagan

ON MONDAY January 16 the British
government formally indicted Sinn Fein
with breaching the Mitchell Principles,
pointing the way towards Sinn Fein’s ex-
pulsion from the talks. |

It didn’t take New Labour long to assert of
democratic politics is a world apart from the
- politics of threat or actuality of violence.

"Mo Mowlam insists that the expulsion is
necessary to protect the integrity of the talks
process. How strong New Labour’s commit-
ment is to the application of high-minded
universals can be measured against a back-
ground of incessant warmongering against
Iraq.

Ignorlng for the moment this political hy-
pocrisy, it is likely that the IRA was behind
the two specific killings mentioned on the
government’s charge sheet.

On Monday January 9 Brendan Campbell,
a commonly mentioned drugs dealer, was
shot dead. No group claimed responsibility
for his killing but it was no secret that he had
been involved in a sort of one- man vendetta
against the IRA for some time.

Four weeks before his death he had been

shotin the chest and the local assumption was
that the IRA were going all out to get him. A

few months earlier he had allegedly thrown
‘down the gauntlet to the IRA by throwing a
hand grenade at Sinn Fein’s headquarters.
The next day, Robert Dougan, a leading
loyalist with the Ulster Freedom Fighters
(UFF), was shot dead. Police believed he was
behind a long running attempt to burn

Catholic families out of their homes in the
Blacks Road area of West Belfast.

Over a two year period one particular home

was petrol bombed 45 times. The RUC
claimed they had a good idea who was insti-
gating these sectarian attacks but were unable
to bring the ringleader to justice.

Killing spree

This second alleged IRA killing occurred

- shortly after loyalists had just eased down on
an intense sectarian killing spree which had 9

Catholics dead and 24 injured in 10 days. The
‘intended message to the loyalists from Dou-

gan’s killing was clear — they should not think

that Sinn Fein’s participation in the talks
meant that loyalists could run around killing
Catholics with impunity. |

The IRA probably calculated that their re-
taliation against the loyalist death squads
would be overlooked by the British govern-

ment — these talks are supposed to be “not

worth a penny candle” without Sinn Fein.
Republicans gambled that the routine
British approach to loyalist violence — “no
claim no blame” -~ would be applied to the
IRA, provided that they refrained from di-
rectly attacking the State forces. Not for the
first time during this peace process, the IRA
- spectacularly misjudged the situation.
Pressure to-expel Sinn Fein from the talks
process at one of the most crucial junctures
-with the issue of the cross border institution
was due tp be discussed came from the RUC.
This 1s the same RUC that had had to be
embarrassed into attributing responsibility
tor several sectarian killings to loyalist fac-

zzs I'mmble’s Ulster Unionist Party (UUP) -

At I_mped for joy when the RUC in-
- ol "*ea the IRA for the two killings.
PRt '.; . P itseif had entered Stormont for

5 T ':'M'ar*. session with Sinn Fein on

-

>epizmder i1 1997 flanked by delegates from
-~ ¢ :0vaiist death squads.
The} presented a common front and de-
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clared they would all continue to partlc1pate |

in the talks but would not talk face to face
with Sinn Fein.

On September 23, the first day of the real
talks, Trimble put forward a blunt motion
that Sinn Fein should be thrown out of the
talks over a recent IRA statement articulating
resegyations about the Mitchell Principles.
From the beginning it was central to the Un-
ionist negotiating strategy to force Sinn Fein
out of any substantive talks settlement. The
two Kkillings handed Trimble, the Orange
Dancer, a golden opportunity.

Trimble has had a victorious two months.
On January 12 the Irish and British govern-
ments published their new “Proposition on
Heads of Principles” document.

The unanimous press opinion was that
Trimble had pulled off a coup in getting the
two governments to shift from what was once

thought of as the basis of a settlement — what -

had been agreed in February 1995 between
Major and Bruton in the “Framework” docu-
ment.

Just before Sinn Fein entered the talks pro-

“cess in late September a senior spokesperson-

........
......
......

Koopmg up the frght demonstrators in l.oodon mark tho anmvorsary of Bloody Sunda y

put together by- their most vaunted national-

ist “ally”, Irish Premier Bertie Ahern. In a
ironic aside, arch-republican basher Bruton

ruefully reflected on the fact that if he had

agreed to such a pro-unionist deal with Brit-
ain, he would have been denounced by Fi-
anna Fail for selling out the nation. -

Accounts in the Irish press of the diplo-
macy behind the making of the new agree-
ment described Ahern being put under

intense pressure by Blair “to trim back on

Irish aspirations on the North-South body.”
Stephen Collins, one of the cabal of trusted

Irish journalists, reported that “The talks

went on all through Sunday night... Eventu-

ally Ahern agreed to change the reference in
- the Framework document to the body having

‘delegated, executive harmonising or consul-
tative functions’ to a formula which referred
to ‘a north-south ministerial council to bring
together those with executive responsibilities

in Northern Ireland and the Irish govern-
ment’. The change was an important one be- -

cause it kept the Unionists on board”
Sinn Fein angrily exclaimed that the new

agreement resulted from the successful play-

had let slip that the 1995 proposals were in

ing of the Orange card by the Unionists. Sinn

“Sinn Fein being booted out of the talks process is of
course a travesty. All the remaining parties have used
threats and violence to get their way.”

fact the very minimum they could try to sell
to their supporters.

Soon. after the announcement of the new
agreement the media talked of a warm glow
emanating from the Unionist camp. The
vague language of the original Framework
deal pertaxmng to a probable cross border in-
stitution with executive powers was replaced
by a more explicit commitment to the Union-
ists. | '
They are guaranteed a northern Assembly
with a final veto over any proposal that might
arise from any future cross-border institu-
tion. The much derided 1995 Anglo-Irish
agreement was to be replaced by a new much

‘more ambiguous agreement based on a Coun-

cil of the Isles,a new Unionist controlled As-
sembly with real powers and important
changes to articles two and three of the Irish
constitution.

- One Unionist described the mood-at a
party committee called to assess the Heads
document as “very hearty”.

The blow for Sinn Fein was all the harder

since the Heads of Agreement document was

Fein had got it wrong, it was the British who
had successfully played the Orange card. Al-
most by definition the Unionist party is the
Orange card.

During the first three weeks of January the
Unionists, their many friends in key posi-
tions in the press and the loyalists created an
air of crisis around the peace process.

Former Unionist party candidate, now po-
litical columnist with the frish Times, Frank

Millar, was just one of those who talked up a -

crisis of Unionist confidence in the peace pro-

cess; “the crisis of confidence in the unionist

community has assumed massive propor-
tions and is now directly threatening Mr
Trimble’s position —and thus the whole peace
process.”

Gary McMichael on behalf of the loyalist
UDP declared that the talks were at a “very
dangerous stage” and there was potential for
an escalation of loyalist violence.

Mr D Ervine on behalf of the loyalist PUP
told Mowlam that the peace process was in
danger of “imminent collapse”, the PUP
threatened to leave the talks process within

days if concessions to Sinn Fein did not stop

In unison with the warlike rhetoric, the
rate of sectarian killings began to quicken.
Mowlam then went into the Maze prison to
speak to those loyalist prisoners who had
voted 1o break with the talks process. Some
Protestant clergy pleaded with Mowlam to
address the lack of conﬁdence people now feel
in the process.

Mowlam told an English journalist that
“the unionists feel hard done by, there is a se-
rious perception and I have to deal with 1t”.
New Labour somehow persuaded the loyal- -
ists to stay true to the process. |

- The British used the much pubhcxsed Cri-
sis of Unionist confidence to put diplomatic
pressure on Dublin to shift the Framework
proposals even further to the right.

So the peace process has yet again exploded
back in the faces of Sinn Fein. They are being
dumped out of the talks that they spent 3
years trying to get into, and the British with
able assistance from the dogged Unionists are x
pushing the whole process ever more > 10 the
right.

Worst of all, the trusty friends of Sinn
Fein, Fianna Fail and the SDLP and Clinton
are siding with Blair on all the key issues.
Commenting on Sinn Fein’s critical reaction
to the ‘Heads’ document the SDLP said
“what the hell did they expect?”.

A vain attempt undertaken by Sinn Fem to
separate John Hume’s opinion on the latest
deal from that of Seamus Mallon,.the sup-
posed leader of the ‘conservative’ faction
within the SDLP negotiating team, badly
backfired when Hume rushed to the media to
say that Mallon’s largely sympathetic re-
sponse to the new agreement was identical to
his own and to condemn Sinn Fein.

The current misfortune of Sinn Fein being
booted out of the talks process is of course a
travesty. All the remaining parties have used
threats and violence to get their way.

Booted out

If the Mitchell Principles were applied in
an even-handed way the loyalists would have
been booted outalong time ago. The “respect-
able” Unionists would have been thrown out
for orchestrating the mass intimidation of
Catholics around Drumcree 1, 2, and 3 and
for their threat to make more trouble this

~‘summer.

The Brmsh too could be indicted - how-
ever the Mitchell Principles don’t apply to
the state forces. Just as well; for théy would
have to explain away the numerous crimes — -
and human rights infringements regularly
inflicted by the RUC.

They would be taken to task for Garavaghy
Road and the Ormeau Road, for the death of
Robert Hamil, kicked to death by a loyalist -
gang right in front of the RUC.

What reason would they give for the 500
detentions carried out under emergency pow-
ers in 1997, or the killing of Dermot
McShane by the British army, or the use of
plastic bullets, or the massive rise in official
complalnts levelled against the securuv
forces since the IRA ceasefire?

The sudden expulsion of Sinn Fein from
the talks will at least prompt some of the sup-
porters of the peace strategy and nationalist
unity to pause and think again as to where the
whole thing 1s inexorably moving to - a
strengthening of partition, a new Unionist-
controlled assembly, and a hardening of sec-
tarian rivalries.

Socialists need to be ready both to listen
and to articulate an alternative to a peace pro-
cess which many times over has been shown
to be fatally flawed.
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Stalemate 1n t

UN SECRETARY General
Kofi Anan’s diplomatic
coup in Baghdad may
have averted a war for
the time being, but the
underlying conflict in the
Middle East remains, and
could escalate at any
time in the future,

reports ROLAND RANCE.

THE LATEST agreement, |
when confirmed by the Security

Council, may even remove some
of the constraints on US action

" in a future crisis, and weaken

the opposition to a war.

At one level, it is not obvious
what the US wanted to achieve from
this crisis. Indeed, the lack of any
clear western goal or strategy was
one of the reasons why Clinton was
unable to build a coalition similar
to that which attacked Iraq in 1991.
The purported aim was to ensure
Iraqi compliance with UN resolu-
tions, particularly in regard to in-
spection of alleged weapons sites.

However, itis inconceivable that
the world was on the brink of a mas-

sive war — possibly a third world

war, according to Boris Yeltsin - in

order to determine the nationality

of the convenor of a team of inspec-
tors. )

Nor can the escalation be ex-
plained simply by Clinton’s need to

‘distract attention from his domes-

tic problems and sex scandals how-
ever pressing this was for him. After
all, many Republicans were equally
gung-ho for US intervention.

Obstacle

There are, however, clear US

strategic interests in the region,
which. explain why Saddam
Hussein, once a necessary ally, is
now seen as an obstacle. Originally
built up by the west in order to con-
front the threat of the Iranian revo-
lution, by 1990 Saddam had
established a regional hegemony
and a massive army.

His genocidal war against the

Kurds, and his blood thirsty con-

- trol over the people of Iraq, did not

then concern the western govern-
ments, which continued to supply
the arms and equipment needed for
this slaughter. But Saddam failed to

- understand his role as a western

stooge.
His occupation of Kuwait — ap-

parently following strong Ameri-
can hints of support — provided the

pretext for the massive attack,
which decimated his army and re-

duced much of the country to rub-

ble.

However, when it became clear
that the Ba’ath regime was threat-
ened by popular risings in the north
and squth of the country, the US
recognised that its interests were

- . better served by a military dictator-

ship, even under Saddam, than by a

~ popular, nationalist or Islamlc re-

gime.
Since the end of the Gulf War in

1991, Iraq has been strangled by in-

ternational sanctions. Although al-

legedly intended to prevent Iraq

from developing its arms industry,
these sanctions actually ban the im-
port of such items as paper clips,
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girdles, flowerpots and tooth-
brushes. According to official UN

figures, more than a million Iraqis

have died as a direct result of these
sanctions. Nearly one million chil-
dren are chronically malnourished.

The ban on most industrial,

‘medical and chemical imports
‘means that water supply and sewage

treatment facilities have collapsed,
while diseases such as cholera, ty-
phoid and polio have risen mas-

sively. Malaria has reportedly

......
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...............

people against Western aggression,
have made it impossible for the

" leaders of the Arab and Middle East

states to support a coalition, as they

did in 1990-1.

At the moment, under the in-

- creasing sway of Islamic move-

ments, the Arab masses are not
challenging for power. Butitis clear

E that, since 1991, the balance of

forces in the Arab world has shifted
significantly in their favour.
The likelihood of a mass upris-

Syria, most of Iraq, and parts of
Iran. This is a significant increase
in Israel’s strategic capacity.
Meanwhile, the new Iranian
President, Khatami, is putting out
diplomatic feelers towards the US,
which is interested in exacerbating

the tensions wuhtn the Islamtc re-

gime. |

No longer the indispensable bul-
wark against the Iranian revolu-
tion, Iraq is becoming a minor
irritant between two strong powers,

According to oﬂicxal UN figures, more than a million Iragis have died
as a direct result of the sanctions. Nearly one million children are
chronically malnourished. The ban on most industrial, medical and
chemical imports means that water supply and sewage treatment

facilities have collapsed, while diseases such as cholera, typhoid and

polio have risen massively. Malaria has reportedly reached epidemic
levels. And this is in a country which was once almost the wealthiest in

the Arab world.

reached epidemic levels.

And this is in a country which
was once almost the wealthiest in
the Arab world, with developed
public services and the alleged abil-
ity to build nuclear, biological and
chemical weapons of mass destruc-
tion. |

 This pressure, however, has not
weakened Saddam’s hold on power.
Indeed, by weakening and demoral-
ising the bulk of the population, itis
likely to have harmed the prospect

for any popular uprising. And the

obvious suffering of the Iraqi peo-

‘ple has been a further factor reduc-

ing support for the US and Western
moves against Iraq.

The mass sympathy in the region
for Iraq, and the popular perception
of Saddam as a hero defending his

ing from the Gulf to the Atlantic in
the event of a renewed attack is a
threat to all Arab regimes. This fac-
tor does not seem to have played
much part in US strategic consid-

eration, though Norman Schwarz-

kopf warned about the danger of a

“new Vietnam”.

Themain US concernisin build-
ing a new system of regional alli-

ances. The central pillar of this will

be the growing alliance between Is-
rael and Turkey. Following a treaty
last year, the Israeli air force now
conducts “training missions” in
eastern Turkey.

It is not clear whether this 1s
linked to Turkey’s war against the
Kurds and its occupation of parts of
Iraq, but it clearly puts Israeli
planes within easy reach of all of

which the US dreams of developing
as its new alliance against progress
and popular rule in the Middle
East. |

hints by senior US and British fig-
ures, that the break-up of Iraq
might be their preferred solution,
need to be assessed.

When the British and French
drew the current borders of Iraq, in
1922, they were at pains to deny it

full access to the Gulf, carving out

Kuwait on the south of the Shatt al-
Arab and expanding Persia on the
north. Even then, there were pro-
posals to establish three states,
rather than one, in the area.

Israel, too, has long determined
that its strategic interests would
best be served by dividing Iraq into

It is in this context that recent

R e ittt ot s BENE Bt

Iraqt women queue for food in Baghdad: the oppos:tmn foa new attack on Iraq has been strengthened by awaroness of the m:sery caused by sanctions

small, hostile states.

- Socialists must be clear that
such a development under western
military ausplces, even if disguised
as an expansion of autonomy to-
wards Kurds in the north and Shi-
ites in the south, would not be in
the interests of the inhabitants of
the region, of whatever ethnic or
religious community, but would.
represent a strengthemng of j impe-

rialist control.

The Islamic movements, Wthh
are waging a bloody civil war in Al-
geria and are growing in Palestine,
Egypt, Iraq, Kurdistan and Tur-
key, offer no real alternative to the
masses of the region.

Backward

 They represent, particularly in
their oppression of women, a back-
ward and feudal response to the
contemporary crisis of the Mlddle
East.

But we must recognise that they |

~ are growing fast, as areaction to the

failure of bourgeois nationalist re-

gimes to improve the situation of

the masses.

While socialists can find no
common cause with such obscur-
antist forces, it would be equally
mistaken to ally with the reaction-
ary regimes in an attack on the fun-
damentalists. | |

It is only through the mobilisa-
tion of the masses, on a programme
of opposition towards imperialism
and its feudal and dictatorial allies,
towards religious fundamentalism,
and towards religious and ethnic
sectarianism, that socialists can
hope to avert the current slide to-
wards further disasters in the re-
gion. '

And this, too, is must be the re-
sponse of socialists towards the lat-
est Gulf crisis.
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Ira q i le ft: “L ift the
sanction

‘According to The Guardian,
“leaders of the exiled lragqi
opposition” believe that
Kofi Annan's agreement
with Saddam Hussein will
“prolong the suffering of the
Iraqi people” (Guardian, 24
February). This view is not |
shared by all Iraqi exile |
activists. | |
. At the Trafalgar Square
rally on February 28, |
Socialist Outlook |
interviewed Shirin, a
‘member of the Workers’
Communist Party of Iragq.

30: Do you support the use of in-
ternational sanctions against Iraq?
Shirin: No, we have opposed
them from day one. They do not
serve the interests of the people
of Iraq.

They are only in the interests of the
USA, to give them an excuse to inter-
vene. This intervention is neither to
protect “peace and security” in the
region nor to oppose the dictatorship of
the Ba'ath regime, but only to promote
US and western interests in the region.

We call for the immediate and uncon-

ditional lifting of the sanctions.

SO: What i |s the current sltuatlon in
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US military force is aimed not at

Iraqi workers, but at securing US
interests in the Guif
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Iraq and Kurdistan?

Shirin: It is very bad. Every |
month, 5-6,000 children die as a di-
rect result of sanctlons, which pre-
vent them from receiving food and

medical supplies.
Kurdistan suffers from double sanctions —

from the UN and from the regime. The area is

like a huge refugee camp, under UN control.
There are no jobs and no salaries. The people ,
do not support anyone — not the UN, not
Saddam Hussein, not the PUK and KDP.

Unfortunately, the Islamic movement is
growing stronger. But so is our party, the
Workers’ Commumst Party of Iraq.

SO: What is the Workers Communist

Party of Iraq?

Shirin: The WCPI is a Marxist-

~ Leninist party.

~In 1991, popular committees, led by com-

- munists, were established across Kurdistan
during the uprising against the Ba’ath regime.
This Councils Movement was repressed when
the nationalists took over.

We understood that, despite our strong
support we were not organised, and there was
no—party to speak for the working class.

So in 1993 four small groups which had co-
operated in the Councils Movement merged
to establish the WCPI. The largest was the
Communist Current; the others were the
Unity of Communist Struggle, Workers' Atten-
tion and the Communist League.

We have several hundred members in Iraq.
‘Most of the active members are in Kurdistan,
where it is easier to operate than in the rest of
Iraq.

‘We also have many members in exile, in
Britain and Europe, the USA, Canada, Australia
and elsewhere. We are linked to the Workers’
Communist Party of Iran, with whom we
share a programme.

S0: How are your comrades active?
Shirin: We have a radio station, which
attracts popular support. We publish
regular periodicals: Workers’ Commu-

nism, in Arabic, and Forward!,
Kurdish. |

We campaign for women’s and children’s
rights, against the current situation in Kurdis-

- tan and lIraq, and in support of polltlcal

prisoners.

50: Are you active in the whole of Iraqg,

or only in the Kurdish areas?

Shirin: Well, it is much easier for us
to operate in Kurdistan. The repres-

sion and fear in Iraq is too great.

At the time of the referendum to confirm
Saddam Hussein in power a few years ago (he
won |00 per cent of the vote), some of our
comrades were arrested for distributing leaf-
lets calling for a ‘No’ vote.

Eleven were sentenced to death, and were

Kurdistan since the nationalists took over.
About three years ago, one of our party
leaders, Rebwar Ahmed, published an article
against this in Forward, which enraged the Isla-
mists, who issued a fatwa. The PUK banned
Forward, and the women'’s journal Equality;

“eventually a Kurdish court rescinded the ban.

A few months ago, the PUK attacked our
radio station in Suleymaniyeh. Although we do
not have a strong military force, we were able
to defend the station against them thanks to
the widespread popular support for us in the

- town.

Both these examples are from the PUK-
controlled areas; the harassment in the KDP-
controlled areas is even greater.

S0: Are your relations with the PI(K any
better than with the bourgeois national-

“We want a free referendum in Iraql Kurdistan, under
international supervision, to decide whether it remains as
part of Iraq or becomes an independent state. We believe
that, as long as the Ba’ath party remains in power, we would

prefer an independent state for the people of Kurdistan. But
if there is a change in Iraq, and the establishrent of a more
secular reglme, we would oppose borders between the

people.”

only reprieved after a strong international
campaign.

In lragi Kurdistan, under the rule of the UN
and the bourgeois nationalist parties, things are

a bit different. In particular, the people can see
the failure of the KDP and PUK, and we are
gaining support.

But we have problems here, too. The Is-
lamic parties are growing, and this leads to
strong pressure on women in particular. About
4,000 women have been murdered in Iraqi

ist parties?

Shirin: Well, the PKK is mamly a
Turkish party, though it is based in
Iraq. it is a nationalist party, which of-

fers a nationalist solution to the prob-

lems of the Kurds.
As such, it serves the interests of the bour-
geoisie rather than those of the workers.
We have been campaigning against the
PKK’s forced conscription of children to fight

. intheir army. Many families of children kid-

napped by the PKK come to us for support.

SO: What solution do you propose for the
Kurdish question?
Shirin: In principle, we oppose the
creation of any further borders,
which divide workers and make our
struggle more difficult.

However, we want a free referendum in

Iraq Kurdistan, under international supervi-

sion, to decide whether it remains as part of
Iraq or becomes an independent state.
‘We believe that, as long as the Ba’ath party

- remains in power, we would prefer an inde-

pendent state for the people of Kurdistan. I©
stress, for the people of Kurdistan, with alt of
the minorities, and net just for the Kurd;sh
people. | |
But this would only be a temporary situa--
tion. If there is a change in Iraq; and the

- establishment of a more secular regime, we

‘would.oppose borders between the people.
Our position is that, wherever we can es-

- tablish a workers’ state, we will do so. We

believe that, in Kurdtstan there is a possibility
of this.

- SO: How can ‘workers outside Iraq help

your struggie?

~Shirin. We need the international

solidarity of workers with the people
of Iraq, to help us to overthrow the
regime. | . -
As | said, international pressure helped to
‘remove the death sentences against our com-
rades a few years ago. The sanctions, which
are destroying the lives of people, must be re-
moved, and there must be no US bombmg or
intervention. |
In addition, the people of Iraq are not re-

- sponsible for the country’s debts, and should

not be forced to pay them.
The money was not spentin the i lnterests of

- the people, for instance on schools and hospi-

tals. It was used for military equipment and
palaces -

defending the oppressed Kurdish or

ji
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“Speak French to Kohl and capital”

Thousands of protesters
took to the streets of
towns across Germany on

February 5 demandlng

the government do
something about
unemployment. The
demonstrations were a

conscious imitation of the

actions taken by the
French unemployed
movement - one of the
first times we have seen

" militant action spreading
across national frontiers in

Europe.
Veronica Fagan from

‘Socialist Outlook
interviewed Daniel Berger

from the RSB, German

organisation of the Fourth

lnternatnonal about these
important events.

$0: Why do you think that it has

heen possible to spread the
mood of the actions in France
to Germany at this time?

" DB: The Euromarches really

changed the mood for many trade .

unionists. They got the impression
that even if you are in a defensive
situation you can do something.
You can fight back even if this does
not create new jobs in the short run,
you are not really helpless.

After the 1995 strikes many peo-
ple said we should do what the

1IG WORLD OUTLOOK

Getting the mossaga" b‘emum
‘Chancelior Helmut Kohl

French do. After the lorry drivers
strike in 96. this effect was even

- stronger. Thatis why we created the

slogan “We must talk French to
Kohl and capital”. Everyone under-

stood this to mean we must do as the |

French do.
There were other placards on

whicks workers had written ‘It is

better to have a French situation
than American conditions’. These

~sort of slogans have been popular

over the last year and this prepared
the ground for what was to come.
When the actions in France in

December 1997 started they got a

lot of coverage in the press and TV.
This helped to popularise was hap-
pening in France but the media
tried to undercut the political mes-
sage. o |

They presented the French occu-

stre

pations as something interesting

but also said that it wasn’t really a

demonstration against the state, -
just asking that something would
“happen which after all everyone
agreed. Even Kohl could agree that
‘something must be done about un-

employment

- This attitude was malntamed P
~ even when the Co-ordinating Com-

mittee for the Unemployed in Biel-
feld launched its call on January 20
for demonstrations across Germany
on February 5. The Head of the Un-

employment Service In Germany

~ said “I understood what they want

and I fully agree with those who are

“demonstrating”. This was calcu-
lated to undercut the dynamism of

the movement. |
"The trade unions have done
nothing about unemployment for
years. They did give financial sup-
port to this committee in Bielfeld,

especially IG Metal gave money to

fund 4 workers there. They also co-
ordinated information and advice
to the unemployed — you could say

it was a type of social work. They
never called any demonstrations or

campaigned on the issue.
As I said earlier, the Euro-

marches really changed the mood
“and trade unionists began to feel
" that the leaderships should do

something. When the French pro-
tests started in December, people

felt that something should happen

here too.

There was a vacuum here. When
it became clear after Christmas that
the French movement would go on

" the pressure began to mount. It was

only a question of time that some-
gt

Greek students fight
education reforms

Susan Moore
STUDENTS in Britain are

not alone in facing attacks on

their living standards and

-~ their ability to study. Across

Europe governments are trv-

- I . <. g

on the welfare state in order

“%Rd to meet the Maastrichr 2

vergence criteria.

Last term, Greek stude:. - =
it clear what they thougnht ¢«
government's proposals.

In September 1997 the .
tion Minister, Arsenis pusnec
through a series of reactionary <.
cation reforms. He arguea tnar
higher education is no longe: i«
responsibility of society — ir s up 1o
each individual to decide whether

~duds

| they want to study.

Graduates will lose their right
to be employed in the subject they
studied and will no longer be guar-
anteed higher wages or better
conditions on the basis of their
qualifications.

Those that want to become
teachers will have to undertake an
" additional year’s course on top of

what was previously demanded -
one term of which wiil be working
as a teacher but without pay.

At the same time, with funding
for higher education under attack.
the university autherities were
moving to introduce naw courses
which moved away {r~im specialist
education into gereraitst educaton
Courses were aiso to be iengtnened
by 50 per cent.

There was widespraad resistance
to these attacks rom both univer-
sity and high school srudents.

Hunger strike

Two unemployed members of
the teachers union in Salonika
started a hunger strike on October
|0 which acted as a focus for other
activists. On November | | students
at the school of Mathematics in Sa-
lonika, the biggest and most
conservative University in Greece
went into occupation,

The occupation quickly spread
to other departments, to other uni-
versities across the country and to a
number of high schools. Unfortu-
nately much of the left opposed the
occupations — including the Greek

Communist Party.

Comrades of the Fourth Inter-
naticnal in Greece have played a
leading rote in these actions.

The struegle was organised
through Loen c¢ommittees
erecteq o the General Assems-
blies -- 2 matod proposed by the
far-fefr 1o maximuse the self-
organ;sat.c, of students. in some
pi’acm oo rasrbers attending
rhese ~ieeunys are higher than
those who vote In student elec-
tions.

As weli as occupations there
were a series of massive demon-
strations throughout December.
Cn December S students clashed
with the not police. Alliances are
also being buitt with teachers
who are also under attack.

Many people have become
radicalised through these actions
and the government is not going
to have an easy time to impose
these changes.

* (Based on information from Spiros
Sgouras, octivist in Greek section of the
Fourth International and student of at
Thessalonika University).

hing would happen, though there
was also an issue about who would
take the initiative. Fortunately the

Bielfeld group decided to make an
appeal to other local groups to do |

something.

- They got positive feedback from-'
many local groups — there are hun-

dreds of these throughout Germany
though they only do advice work —

‘and then they publlshed their call

on January 20.

In this situation the German

TUC, the DGB, was forced to come

in and support it. They did not do -
anything to mobilise for it but their

paper endorsement made a big dif-

~ ference to the size of the actions.

$0: How widespread was the
support on the day? What atti-
tude did the unions take?

DB: On February 5 most of the

demonstrations happened during

the day time so that those with jobs

could not go, never the less about
40,000 participated. In some areas
‘the demonstrations were in the af-

ternoon so that people could go af-
ter work. There were no strikes but
in some towns where there is local
resistance there was high participa-

tion from the employed too.

In Mannheim for example where
there is a big Swedish/Swiss com-

pany, ABB, which has just an-
nounced mass redundancxes and
there had been various actions al-

ready over this. 1500 workers from
the factory came after work and
went to the demonstration.

‘In most towns the trade unions

supported the actions only in a pas-

sive way but in some places it was
possible to do more. In Weissbaden
for example where I come from, we
have a good standing in the union

movement and we were able to get

the local DGB to give active sup-
port.
The actions in more than 200

- towns were the main news head-

lines that evening. The biggest

demonstrations were in Berlin and

in Erfurtin the east. This is quite as-
tonishing because in the 90s the
mass redundancies in the East were
so great that from 9 million working

- people there are only 6 million left

today. The others either went to the
west or are now unemployed.
You have 10 per cent unemploy-

‘ment in western Germany but 21
per cent in eastern Germany. The -

effects of.these mass redundancies
was widespread demoralisation in
the east. On February 5 there were

- large demonstrations, not only in

Berlin and Efurt but also in Dres-

den, Leipzig, bigger than those in

Western Germany.

This expressed two things. One_.
that there is a higher rate of unem-
ploymentin the east and thereisno =
possibility of work ‘on' the side’. -
This is possible in the west because
~ the rate of unemployment is mu

lower, butin the east you can’t hide.

The size of the protest in the east

is partly a result of the_objective

~ situation but it also means that peo-

ple are being active again which

they haven't been since 1990. This
~ gives us hope that there might be a
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 turning point at least in eastern

Germany and I think also in west-
ern Germany.

$0: What are the plans for fu-
ture action?

DB: The call is to do it every
month until September on the day
when the official figures for unem-
ploymentare announced. The dates
are already fixed but two thmgs are .
not clear.

‘The first is how to ‘build up a

‘movement that will prepare the ac-

tions and make sure that they just
don't become routine. We need to
develop new forms of action, not
just do what everyone expects.
The second problem is what hap-

‘pens after September. The people

that planned it tried to orient to-
wards the General Election. We
think it is important that this does
not become the dominant dynamic
— that people think once there is a
Social Democratic government

 they will not need the movement
- any more. |

If that is what happens then the
movement would have to be built

 from the beginning again when new

attacks come. We use the British
and French examples to explain
why this is necessary. We are con-
cerned that the more it is linked to
the election date the more the inde-
pendence of the movement could be -
undercut.

$0: Can you say what the de-
mands of the movement are?

DB: The Bielfeld committee
published a very short call and they
said we don’t want to be neglected
any more, we want the politicians to
do something rather than just talk-
ing and we want money to be spent
on the unemployed not on neo-
liberal projects. |

But there were no concrete de-
mands and this made it easier for
the trade union bureaucracy to sup-

" port it and even for the head of the

Employment Service to appear

sympathetic. .
‘Different local comm1ttees -

added their own concrete slogans
and the mood of the mobilisations
on February 5 was very differerit
from thls‘

"peal through ‘the Euromarch com-
~ mittees to have a day of action on
' January 23, saying that we need to

do as the French do. We did this .
when it was not sure what other ac-

tions might be called, in advance of .

the call for February 5. |
Of course what we did had a

“smaller impact that what came later
. — but there were mobilisations in
‘about 10 towns. We put forwalgd two
_majn slogans; For a 30 hour week

and 200DM more for. everyone on

‘benefit. (You can’t argue for a 35

hour week becatise that already af

“fects many workers)

The slogan for more money wasa
reason for some of the trade union
bureaucracy to be critical because
they said that the state couldn’t af-

“ford it. They are already beginning

to think about how they will run the
state after the general elections.
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The frlghtenlng success of the Country51de Alliance
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Ruling class hits the w:
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Dave Bangs

BOOSTED by a massive media '. | "

promotion for over a week be-
forehand, the Countryside Alli-
ance demonstranon claimed a
turnout of 250,000 in central
London on March 1.

In size, it dwarfed recent labour
- movement mobilisations. The first
‘march last J uly attracted 120,000

pe0ple.

. The ostensxble reason for the
demonstration was to oppose MP
Michael Foster’s anti-hunting bill.

'Indeed, it was the British Field

Sports Society which was the back-
bone of the mobilisation.
Different hunts, area by area,
took on the chartering of special
trains. Agricultural colleges mobi-
lised fleets of coaches, and reaction-

~ary local papers publicised march

organisers’ contact numbers under
front page headlines.

75 per cent of the public has long
opposed hunting with hounds. Yet
when a parliament friendly to abo-
lition is elected, it is the hunters
whose mobilisations draw the num-
bers, not the abolitionists whose
last counter-march drew only a few
thousand people.

Partly this failure is due to the ti-
midity and “respectability” of the

big animal welfare/anti-hunt or-

ganisations.

But the real strength of this reac-
tionary movement goes much
deeper than that. Many ruling class
people feel that an attack on hunt-
ing is a direct attack on them as a
class.

Hunting with hounds is replete
with a symbohsm of Britishness, of
the continuity of class rule, and of
their right to exclusive use of the
countryside as their playground.

Those same landowners and

' The 5% International Youth
Summer Camp, orgamsed by

youth organisations in soli-
darity with the Fourth Inter-
national will take place in
Denmark this summer.

Each year hundreds of young mili-

tants from across Europe and

beyond gather for the Fourth inter-
national Youth Summer Camp.

- The camp offers a unique oppor-
tunity to meet socialists from other
countries united in their commit-
ment to create a better world, to

" discuss the similarities and differ-

ences of our struggles, to betrer

v .
W

farmers who were indignant at the
very suggestion of a “freedom to
roam” over our countryside (which
Labour now looks set to drop) as-
sume exactly that freedom for
themselves with a pack of hounds at
their front.

The clash between town and

country whicR the march organis-

ers highlight is in fact a clash be-
tween working people and the
ruling class, as any hunt saboteur
knows who has had “go back to your

concrete jungle” or “get back to the |

smoke”.shouted in her/his face.
Our problem is that the class
struggle in the countryside has been
won decisively by the ruling class.
They see it as “their” countryside,

equip ourselves for future struggles
and equally as important — to have
fun.

The theme of this years camp is
to reclaim freedom. The ruling class
never tire of promoting their ideas
of “freedom” — the free market,
free democracy and so on.

We are committed to winning
real freedom — freedom from ex-
ploitation, sexual freedom, freedom

from oppression and freedom to live

our fives as we choose.

CIFT‘I‘: .ﬁ'! E erH" = '
means the freedom for the rich and
powerful to exploit and oppress the

i Fourth International Youth

25 - 31 July, Denmark

It will cost abeut £250 per

person to get to the camp and to

“pay for registration there. Secialist Outiook will be trying to

raise money to help young peopie

who want to go but can’t af-

ford it themselves. Gontact us to get invoived in fun tundralsing

with us.

If you do want te come you shouid start saving now - send
cheques made payable te ‘Liberation’ to the address below - it will
make it much easier whea it comes to July.

For more details contact Socialist Owtiook,

PO Box 1109, London N4 2UU.

o
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" and a place in which poor people or

other cultures have only bit parts as
service workers or quaint country
characters.

Of course, working people still
do live in the countryside (and new

patterns of migration are bringing

huge numbers of better off working
and middle class people back into

rural areas). But they offer no co-

herent political alternative.
This means that the ruling class

is unchallenged in its cultural he-

gemony there. And the key images

‘of rural life which they purvey - of

Brideshead-style stately homes, of
thatched cottages, of class peace and
social harmony (“no blacks, no

muggings”) and of ancient tradi-

of Freed

majority of the world population.
Our freedom can only be won
through collective struggle and soli-
darity.

We have to show people that so-
cialism and freedom are part of the
same thing. That's why we want to

‘reclaim freedom’ -

Throughout the week we wnll

combine these ideas on a number of .

levels, from the content of discus-
sions, workshops and forums, |
through to the very organisation of |
the camp itself.

We see lesbian and gay liberation,
feminism and black liberation as cen-
tral aspects of the struggle for
socialism and liberation. We will in-

tegrate aspects of all of these into
the whole of the week, organising

discussions on how young miktants
are fighting oppression across the
continent, and how we can work to-
gether. ‘

Another important aspect of the
camp is ecology — the first and big-
gest windmill in Denmark is in the
centre of the camp. The free
market has an extremely destructive
effect on the environment. In order
for us to have any kind of future an’
ecological approach must be incor-
porated into a system of collective
planning.

drive back the

~velopour
understanding of
“how to deal

P .
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tions, are seeing a new burst of life.

The march was thus able to or-
ganise a far wider coalition of inter-
ests. Farmers — bruised by the beef
crisis, falling agricultural incomes,
rising attacks on subsidy and on
their destructive farming practices
- turned out in force.

And opponents of Prescott’s de-
velopmentalist solutions to hous-
ing pressures organised hard, too.

In West Sussex, Prescott’s sanction-

ing of an extra 12,500 new homes in
a county where two thirds of the
landscape is of National Park stan-

dard, and where strains on wider re-
-sources, roads and services are

already at breaking point, has
caused deep outrage — most of

“The develop-
ment of a
capitalist EU
threatens to

struggle for lib-
eration, with the
destruction of
welfare rights
and a concerted
offensive from
the ruling class.
We aim to de-

with the banks,
the multi-

nationals and the various govern--

ments in the context of the
increasing integration of capltahst
Europe. |

Overall we will discuss our per-
spectives for bringing about -
revolutionary change in society, how
we can link up across national

- boundaries, across different social

movements, the trade unions and
the labour movement and create a
dynamic mass movement that can
create the kind of society we want.

1998 also marks the 60th anniver-
sary of the Fourth International, and
so marks an ideal time for us to

which has been captured by the
right.

We ignore this huge reactionary
mobilisation at our peril. Only 9
months into a Labour government,
its is the ruling class — not the work-
ers’ movement —which ismassively
on themove to defend its interests.

Lenin said (to paraphrase) that
until the industrial workers saw
that the flogging of a Siberian peas-
ant thousands of miles distant was

‘their business, there would be no

revolution. |

- The left must update this. Unless
we see that the cruel harrying to
death of a fox is our business, then
the ruling class will continue to run
circles round us, 10o.

: _celebrate the hastory and trad:trons R

of our orgamsatton at this years

Whllst we are all workmg hard to

~ make this an interesting and useful

politica camp, we will also make
sure there is plenty of time to enjoy
the social and cuitural aspects of the
camp, with a socialist cabaret, exhi-
bitions, numerous sporting activities
and parties throughout the week.

Join us in building the biggest and
best delegation from Britain yet, and
help us to create a socialist world,
free from exploitation and oppres-
sion. -
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A lop-51ded history of

women S movement

- The New Feminism, by
‘Natasha Walter (Little

Brown, £15.99)
Reviewed by Terry
Conway

I WANTED to read ‘ The new
feminism’ having read various
pre-publication reviews which
suggested it was a debate with

“the feminism of the 1970s and

critical of this tradition for an
over-emphasis on personal
politics, ignoring the material

‘barriers to women’s liberation.

- Like other women who became
radicalised at this time, I felt an-

‘noyed that our struggles and ideas

were being misunderstood, but at
the same time I wanted a clearer

picture of the issues that were ani-

mating younger women today.

When I started reading I was
more impressed than I expected to
be. A plethora of statistics is set
out, making clear the extent to
which millions of women suffer
discrimination today.

As I continued however, the
shortcomings became more appar-
ent. |

In dealing with the past, and in
particular the history of the
Women’s Liberation Movement in
Britain in the 1970s, Walter is
hampered by the fact that the

~ documentation of those discus-

sions and campaigns is patchy and

“partial. Certainly the picture that

emerges is more than a little lop-
sided.
- Its true that Walters points out

a fact I had not picked up from the
reviews — that at first the second
‘wave women’s movement had
been ‘primarily concerned with
righting social and economic dis-
advantages’ (p60).

‘However then she goes on to

say, within the same paragraph

that ‘it eventually seemed to col-

lapse under the weight of its insis-
tence on the nnportance of
women’s personal experiences’

(ibid).

Walter then goes on to develop.

a critique of identity politics -.
somewhat superficially but gener-

ally on the right lines. What is
missing however is any recogni-
tion of the fact that there were po-
litical differences between |
feminists, most crucially between

socialist and radical feminists.

' Downplayed

Her ‘history’ of second wave
feminism downplays the contribu-
tion of socialist feminists and sug-
gests, falsely, that the development
of 1dentity polmcs was supported
by all.

Nor does she take on board that
as the organised Women’s Libera-
tion movement began to fragment,
shortly after the election of Marga-
ret Thatcher in 1979 _many social-
ist feminists increasingly chose to
put their energies into the trade
unions an®*Labour Party, carrying
on the fight for women’s equality
and representation in these fo-
rums.

There are other weaknesses too.

The struggle for women’s right

“to control our fertility, for free

be learned

Lifelong Apprenticeship: The
Life and Times of a
Revolutionary by Bill Hunter,
Index Books and Porcuplﬂe
Press |

Reviewed by Charlle

- van Gelderen

AS THE TITLE of this book
implies, Bill Hunter has been
a revolutionary socialist for
most of his adult life, nearly
all in one or other of the all-
too-many British Trotskyist
groups.

Because of his long and active

participation in the movement, this
is almost a short history of British

Trotskyism, its triumphs and failures.

This volume covers the years
1929-1959, andthe greater part of it
is contemporaneous with my own
active role in our movement. For
many years we were comrades in
the same organisations.

During this period, which covers
decades, we had some agreements
and some differences. These differ-
ences must be born in mind when |
deal with some of the incidents
where we both were involved.

Early in the book, in Chapter 3,
Hunter discusses the problems with
“British exceptionalism”™. This is a
theme which recurs frequently

throughout the book and it has un-
doubtedly been a constant obstacle
to full participation by British Trot-
skyists in the building of a viable
International.

It is a pity that Bill did not per-
ceive this weakness in the Workers
International League’s (WIL) refusal
to participate in the unification
which preceded the Founding Con-
ference of the Fourth International

in 1938 and thus prevented the valu-

able contribution which,
undoubtedly, they could have made.

The problem was to recur again
when Gerry Healy’s SLL, of which
Bill was then a leading member, re-
fused in 1963 to follow the lead
from the American Socialist Work-
ers Party to re-unite with the
International Secretariat after the
Pabloite split. This led to rny own
break with MHealy.

| Isolationist

It is this isolationist attitude to the
building of the Fourth International
which is perhaps the main cause of
the weakness of the movement in
this country. Ernest Mandel charac-
terised it, in reference to the
(British) SWP as “putting up the roof
before erecting the walls”, but the
same method applies to almost
every other group which has split
from the International on some pre-
text or another

abortion and contraception onde-

mand is virtually absent from the
book. The various battles over
these issues were central to the

concerns of the Women’s Libera-

tion movement of the 1970s and to
socialist feminists particularly.

The campaigns in defence of
abortion rights and against various
attempts to restrictively amend
the 1967 Abortion Act were key
milestones in fighting for trade

- unions in particular to take on

board a fight for women’s rights
that went beyond what were tradi-
tionally seen as trade union issues.
More imortantly the fight for
a wormnan’s right to choose is far
from won today - yet this central
issue finds no place in Walter’s
five goals for future campaigning. =
" But Walter ends up pandering

_ to homophobic stereotypes. She

presents a critique of radical
feminism and the notion of ‘polit-
ical lesbianism’ that sometimes ac-
companied it, but without any
analysis of the social and political
discrimination and oppression

faced by lesbians, and the way that

this interacts with the material
disadvantage faced by all women.
Lesbianism becomes defined as
man-hating — while female hetero-
sexuality is not defined by her as

woman hating!

The most dangerous aspect of

‘this book, however, has not been

picked up in any of the reviews I
have read. In practice, whether or
not this is intended, the book ar-
gues for a ‘feminism’ which is in
many ways congruent with the
ideas being put forward by Blair’s

ard lessons that must

Bill makes a passing reference to
Healy’s later witch-hunt against Joe
Hansen with a promise to return to
it in the second volume. This was
surely one of the most shameful inci-
dents in the history of British
Trotskyism, and | look forward to
his retrospective review of his role
in this sad affair.

One of the best sections of the
book is his appraisal of Gerry Healy
— his strengths and weaknesses.
Properly harnessed and disciplined,
Healy could have played a construc-
tive role in building the British
Section of the Fourth International

“and the international itself. Unfortu-

nately, he learned more from Stalin
than from Lenin, and this was to
lead to his eventual downfall.

| cannot deal at length here with
the dispute round Pabloism which
was to lead to a tragic split in 1953.
Pabloism wasn't born with the docu-
ment The Rise and Decline of
Stalinism.

His views had been outlined in
theses adopted at the Third Interna-
tional Congress of the Fl, which

were not opposed at the time by
either the American SWP or the

British Section lead by Healy.

At the Caxton Hall meeting
where the split came to a head, only
Betty Hamilton and | pointed this

ut. In his final contribution, Law-
rence, the leading British supporter

- pletely wrong
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Struggles for abomon rights hava been key m:lestones

New Labour.Party.
Perhaps the title of the book;

‘the new feminism’ 1s more
thought through than I assumed?

Walter argues that previous
strategies for women’s emancipa-
tion at work for example have
been based on a false dichotomy —
either that ‘women should be left
to pursue their powerless, cyclical
careers, but should be given spe-

cial treatment from employers and

the state to compensate them for
the worst effects of inequality’
(p227) or that they should be en-
couraged to ‘remake themselves in
line with the traditional mascultne
pattern’ (ibid).

Neither, she argues, is an ade-
quate way forward, and instead we
must follow a third path in which
we recognise the ‘crying need to
make work more flexible’. Sounds
familiar: isn’t that what New La-
bour is so fond of telling us?

- of Pablo’s views
pointed to me and
said “my only consis-
tent opponent”. .

“Pabloism” did
not come out of the e
air. ltwasnotsuch & .
an outrageous break .
with the traditions of Pl
Trotskyism as its op-
ponents tried to

“make out. It was

certainly a com-

assessment of the

~ world situation and the perspectives

of the revolutionary movement.
Nevertheless it could just about
'be hinged to the paragraph in the
Transitional Programme where
Trotsky wrote that under some
quite exceptional circumstances and
without their will, the Stalinists
could find themselves at the head of

~ revolutions (as was to happen in

China and Vietnam).

This would not undermine the
need for the Fourth International to
guide these revolutions on the road
to socialism.

Pabloism could have been fought

inside a united Fourth International —

and indeed the line was eventually
corrected. This brought back James
P. Cannon and the American SWP.

But Healy, with Hunter's support,
preferred to build his own empire. -

Natasha Walter is undoubtedly
sincere in her anger over women’s
inequality. Her book presents
many useful reminders of the real-

ity of our lives.

The fact that she pushes women

such as Barbara Follet forward as

role models would not matter so

much if it was combined with an
understanding that it is primarily

through the collective action that
real improvements have and can be

Won.

Women have been successful in

winning at least some men to sup-

port such struggles by raising de-
mands that either improve men’s

‘position at the same time — or at

least do not worsen it.
Socialist feminists need to be

- debating and engaging with the

ideas put forward here because .
they are sophisticated — and there-

fore more dangerous than those of
many other opponents.

One paragraph of Trotsky’s 1938 Transitional
Programme was used to justify Michel Pablo’s
theory that Stalinist parties could become
“revolutionary” under mass pressure.

Pablo became the main enemy,

- the devil incarnate, at the cost of the

real fight against capitalism and for
the building of the Fourth Interna-
tional.

It is an historic irony that some of
those who were in the front-line in
the fight against “Pabloism”, such as
Healy himself and the B\anda broth-
ers, hastened to embrace Stalinism
in the Gorbachev period. Ernest
Mandel and the main leaders of the
FI continued to fight for its principles
and to build it.

Perhaps Volume Two will show
us if Bill Hunter has learned from
this sorry history. Certainly his own
failure to fight for re-unification with.

the Fl and its British section after the

downfall of Healy does not give
grounds for optimism.
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1 ;ljmmsny of I.ondon Union, Malet St., London

* Mognet ptcket, lkley.

* Steering Committee of the Network of Socialist
Campaign Groups. For details contact John on .

01819850891,
| * Memorial mesting for Nick Robm 6.30p.m.,
| Conway Hall, Red Lion Squore, Holborn,
London WC1.

|1 MONDAY 1 6
 Eve of Budget Lobby of Parliament and Rully
2p.m.-7p.m. assemble St. Stephens Entrance

| House of Commons. Called by UNISON and the
| Campaign to Defend the Welfare State.

TUESDAY 17

Budget Day Lobby ofParliament “A Budget for
| Welfare, not Cuts”, called by Welfare State
 Network. 1.15pm Si Stephen.s Gate, House of

-Commons. Speakers include Tony Benn, Jeremy
| Corbyn.

| Socialist Outlook 300 Club
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'here we stand

Mass.picket ngnet kitchens factory,

o Durlmgton

SATURDAY 28

- Reclaim our R_lghts conference to build a
campaign against the anti-union laws.

11a.m.-4pm. Central Hall Westminster,
London SW1.

APRIL

THURSDAY 30

Rally and Lobby of Parligment “Stop

Privatisation of LUL, Renationalise the
Railways’. RMT national mobilisation. 2p.m.-
5p.m. Central Hail Westminster.

MAY

"SATURDAY 2
~ 'No to Benefit Cuts, Defend the Weifare State’
‘Mayday demonstration Birmingham. =~

Assemble 10.30a.m. Chamberlain Square.
Rally 1p.m. Trade Union Club.

LETTERS ID

Get your facts right on
Hackney carve-up

AS THE HOME of scandal,
the London Borough of Hack-
ney keeps hitting the head-

lines, so it might still be worth |
- commenting on Lizzie

Bloom’s article in your De-.

- cember 1ssue.

., _There are several factual errors
in the article. For example, Mi-

- GDIJ'I‘IANDK

I Your mamst internationalist vuew on a world of struggles and issues, 20
' pages monthly. 12 issues dellvered for just £10. OVERSEAS subscnbers
12 issues for just £20 S

'l of Internatlonal Vlewpomr (Fourth Interna’uonal magazme) for only £30.

_ B Please send me (J 12 issues of Soc:ahst Outlook 1 12 issues of Socialist
" | Outlook plus International Viewpoint. | enclose a cheque/ rder for £...

 | plus a donation of £
Name

: Post Code

........

November 1997, he wrote their re-
port without discussing it with his
advisers, and — perhaps as a result
—in local government legal terms

it was indefensible.

As a result, the dominant Chief
Officers in Hackney were easily
able to defy the hit squad recom-
mendations about the structure of

¢ e o e R EEEEEEEEEEEN N, T EEER R EEEERE R " EEREER "R EEERE. N EEEEEREEEEYEEEEEN

b AdAress . oovve oo oo oo e e e e

| Send us your letters on any

..... Age

00000000000000

topic, to PO Bx 1109,
Llondon N4 2UU. Letters

’ : , b
: - | , : - chael Barber is not a Minister, Hackney’s edu.ca'tlon Wi SR - 400 words may have |
In the nineties, millions of women and men have taken "he’s a high-profile civil servant, and Labour ministers backed ‘o be edited for lenath
part in mobilisations against the evils of capitalism and the and he was never “Director” of down, but it is simply untrue to e gih.
bureaucratic dictatorships. Education in Hackney, hewas  say that central government “sup- |
" This reflects the fact that humanity face widening dangers. Ecological, Chair of the Hackney éouncﬂ ported” the Chief Officers’ litical activities. In the case of
mnlltary social and economic devastation faces millions of people. Education Committee for a while “Transforming Hackney” project.  Hackney NpT, for exampl.e, mis-

Many more people recognise the barbaric nature of capitalism. In a . oo ; l understanding the Inspection/Hit
situation where the inability of the social democratic an communist par- before 1990 (when Hackney took mention these points notonly ng p y
ties to provide socialist solutions is becoming clearer, the task of over the education service from _because 1t 1s vital for revolu_uon- squad exercise as a direct attac
creating new leaderships remains ahead. the old ILEA). ary socialists to get their facts on schools and teachers helped

Socialist Outlook is written and sold by socialists committed to this More importantly, there are right, but also because it is impor- produce the ﬁasco of a “mass
struggle. We are the British supporters of the world-wide marxist or- two judgments in the article tant for us to grasp the detailed picket” of the Council on 26 No-
f::;:?;’romn a::::\ I:c;z;:g:;e;:;t;o&zl ralvn\: i?ﬁ:lf;rdt::ﬁ}’:gtﬁgﬂ which appear to reflect the local mechanisms by which bourgeois ~ ~ vember 1997 which only five Or $O
wide. NUT analysis of the governmen! - society works. people attended.

The overall goal which we pursue is the emancupatlon of al human intervention in Hackney educa- To get those wrong would have Tony Whelan
beings from every form of exploitation, oppression, alienation and vio- tion, but which I believe are in- serious adverse effects for our po- Hackney .
lence. Socialism must be under the control of ordinary people, | correct and disorienting. | B . | -~ . |
democratic, pluralist, multi-party, feminist ecologist, anti-militarist and Firstlv. if one reads what M o — .. .
internationalist. it must abolish wage slavery and national oppression. , Ys 4 h * o h D

The working class is the backbone of unity among all the exploited isters actually said when they an- - Tl INE tO talk toug ) §
and oppressed. The working class and its allies must uncompromlsmgly nounce_d the original Ofsted . ‘ | . ~ |
fight against capitalism and for a clear programme of action in order to inspection of Hackney Education Back in October in a brief re- on this Popular Frontist Slogan:
gradually acquire the experience and consciousness needed to defeat in June 1997, it is unambiguous port in Workers News, | criti- Trotskyists need to be centrally
capitalism at the decisive moment of crisis. that their target was the manage-  cised the Euro-March and its  involved in building opposition to

The movements of women, lesbians and gay men and black people to ment of the local authority, and core leadership in the United the Single Currency, to Maastricht
fight their particular forms of oppression make an essential contribution : | ? ‘ f the F hine and the Bosses Europe. European
to the struggle for a different society. They are organised around the not (directly) teachers or schools. Secret.anat of the Fourth In capitalism is re-structuring itself at
principle “None so fit to break the chains as those who wear them”. My view is that they took advan- teﬂ?atlo.nel, supported !:)y the expense of workers, through

The whole working class needs to fully commit itself to these strug- tage of Hackney’s lamentable their B_rltlsh comrades in Euro-Austerity and a Europe wide
gles Furthermore we ﬁght for a ic alliance between workers and repu[ation to show that they were Socialist Outlook for need- attack on the Welfare state in the |
these Organisations which their legitimate autonomy. - “tough on education”, and togain  lessly adopting weak slogans. name of meeting the convergence

By simultaneously building revolutionary organisations in each country an electoral advantage at the May They refused to fight for the crltenabfor the Sulwglti,-1 Currr"enfgyh
chobal imterests of the workers and oppressad. By building a united 1998 London local elections. verious mobilisations to - - T8 SOt o should
struggle against exploitation and oppression we aim to ensure the sur- I don’t knew why‘ thCY ap- :dopt; d?lz::zed :;:?::‘::’ Trotskyusts intervene in order to
vival of the human race. - pointed the right-wing Tory busi- oputa PP win workers to a fight for a Socialist

' | nessman Richard Painter to chair ::'e S:ngl:tCurrency and to Europe?
ir hi the best guess aastricnt. We must reject this seemlngly
;hhe;:./:l;:esa?'gi(sl’ [Eg: the hopilcll he Well those rightist slogans |ust got  flippant acceptance of Popular
Id bt wi {1 the local junked for those of the Communist Frontist slogans agreeing only when
/ ,) would carry Weight Wit the Joca Party. For a demonstration at the and where to ‘strike together’ in
Tories and Liberal Democrats, ~  Cardiff European Union, Heads of Cardiff, but stating clearly, for all
| who run the borough following ‘Government meeting in June, ‘it has workers to see, that we ‘march
| the ignominious collapse of the been agreed'. that the main slogan separately’ in building action on the
| | Hackney Labour Group (which ~ Will be — wait for it — No to a big basis of our polmcs and our de-
MARCH SATURDAY 21 “split acrimoniously in 1996). Business Europe,- Yes to a People S mands.
C Dats Moot ' : : ' Europel'. | What say the Trotskylsts of So-
TU ES D AY 1 o Defend Lay Democracy. Meefing open to all - However, Painter is a powerful Reportedly. Socialist Outlook does ciglist Outlook?
UNISON members called by Northernand businessman, with an evident not intend to fight to change this |
Lobby of Parliament °9°‘"“ s in disability.  ondon Regions. 12 noon - 4p.m., Mayfair habit of getting his own way: central slogan and is willing to build it Pe?e. B.loomer
benefits. | Bﬂ"‘l*_'reﬁﬂﬂ Suite, Newgate St, Newcastle When the hit squad reported in (th rough the Euromarch Network) Blrmu'lgham
' thlUIg?oboDUAYN 1% " Ep::nom.ﬂemmofSocmlsstAIhunces "N BN BN N 5 B N E BN B - - EE O BN B B - I BN B
aunch meeting urtinion ews. tlowto meeting. Koco Buildings, Spon End, Coventry I -
we fight back? with Jeremy Corbyn, Alan 100.m 4 ' s b b n w 3 o
 Thornett, Sheila Cohen, Jill Mountford and pm. l URSCrine o I
- Geoff Martin. 7.30p.m. Conway Hall Red Llon su N D AY 22
| Square, London WCl. ' Meeting for sponsors of the Cardiff June 13 ‘
| s ATU RD AY 1 4 demonstration. Cardiff. For details contact | ‘ . ‘J I . l '-
| 01222 350273 &
- | * “ARescue Plan for the NHS' Conference called ke <. o
| by the Welfare State Network, 12 noon | RID AY 27 l ‘ . -
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Bl This month’s lucky winners are Stuart Richardson (£50), Andy

Richards and Gill Lee. You too could be a winner — and help us
fight for socialist policies. For details drop us a line at PO Box
1109, London N4 2UU
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* For a People’s Europe —

' Defend the Welfare State! The

| convergence criteria for

| monetary union demand that all

| 'EU governments must cut public
| spending. A single currency

| must not be created at our

| 'ﬁexpense'

| * For Full Employment — wnth

| Secure Jobs on Decent Wages!
_. “Labour flexibility” is the buzz-

wordof,the moment and
supposedly the cure for all
economic ills. In reality it means

an increase in low-paid work and |

permanent jobs being replaced
by temporary contracts and
unemployment. o

* For National and Regional |

'Equality across Europe!

Implementation of the

Maastricht Treaty is leadingtoa

—

concehtrati'on of wealthand

| The next stage in the process
| towards a single European

currency is the Summit
meeting to be hosted by the

| British government in Cardiff
| on June 15 and 16 (details

inside, page 2). |
A Committee has been

| formed in Cardiff to orgamse _
"a major counter-

demonstration on Saturday
June 13, on a broad platform

| of internationalist opposition
| to the European austerlty
| programme.

The Euro Summit |
Demonstration Committee is

| already backed by a wide

range of organisations on the

| left of the Welsh labour
| movement, and is seeking

wider support and

| sponsorship from the Brltlsh

and European labour

{ movement. -
| Make sure your union branch

Labour Party or anti-cuts

‘campaign lends its backmg to
| the march and sends a

| delegation.

'Further details from Euro

Summtt Demo Committee,

'CCTUS, 131 Crwys Rd, Cathays,
Cardiff CF2 4NH. 01222-390273.

and North Am'.er.ica have‘fail'ed |

power in the richer regionsof  to act decislvely to tackle CO,

Europe. Poor regions and

emissions, industrial pollutnon

nations like Wales are being left  and nuclear waste.

behind.

* Against Racism and Social

* For a Green Europe in a Green  Exclusion! Racism and

and beyond share common
rivers, seas and air. Pollution
knows no frontiers. But the

governments of Western Europe
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. World! The countries of Europe  intolerance are on the rise

across Europe as black people
and other minorities are made
scapegoats for the economlc




