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KENYA :

HY should your people

steal our lands ? Why

should your settlers live

in great mansions on vast

»:-estates whilst our people must

.exist in leaking insanitary

.sheds and primitive mud
huts ?

Jomo  Kenyatta, imprisoned
Jeader of the Kenya African
Union, asked that question in an
interview with the “Sunday Pic-
torial” just before ,the present
“emergency” began in Kenya. He
went on: “We do not wish to
-.drive out the white man. We want
him to remain—but as a partner.
We do not grant him the right to
live in luxury while our people
starve ; to have fine clothes while
.our people are in rags. Above
.all, we do not grant him the right
to insult us, to ban us from his
“hotels, and to push us into the
gutter as he walks by.”

There, very simply stated, is the
JAfrican case. It is unanswerable,
zand “Socialist Outlook™ supports
it one hundred per cent

it e e i
THE LAND

The white settlers have driven
¢he African off his own land and
.appropriated the most fertile sec-
-tions for themselves. 29,000 Euro-
gpeans now own 12,750 square
“miles of the best land, while
5,000,000 Africans are crowded
into 43,500 square miles of the
worst land.

Hunger and disease is rife
among the Kikuyu people. An
-official statement reports that there
are 10,000 homeless ‘Africans in
“Nairobi alone, while many more
are unemployed and penniless.

These appalling conditions have
“been created for Africans by their
-uninvited, polo—playing “ guests ”
from Britain. When the African
protests, the so- called Mau Mau
{whose very existence is doubted
7by some observers on the spot) is
rwsed by the Government as a pre-
text to*crush the growmg move-
rment for equality.

Mass arrests, prisoners chained
~together and herded into desert
prisons, troop displays, suppres-
-sion of the African press . . . these
-are the answers which the Tory
«Government gives to the demand
for African equality. And, to our
.shame, Mr. Jim Griffiths pledges
‘Labour’s support for all this mili-
~tary activity . agamst an unarmed
speople'

DEFIANCE

Hurling defiance at their white
{orrnentors, the men of Kenya are
taking to the hills. Here is their
+statement. Its publication was for-
‘bidden in Kenya.

“You must feel very happy at
the outward success of your cruel
«operation.. Thousands of Africans
leading a normal life have been
-stopped, searched, beaten, humili-
:ated and arrested. Creating ' the
.emergency, you have brutally
-treated us and now you cannot
«claim democracy and freedom.
‘Fascism has come to Kenya.”

“You destroyed our Press by
.arresting our Editors and sup-
-pressing our newspapers. But you

| AFRICANS MUST
GET EQUALITY

BY THE EDITOR

: for .£quality.
*" with them, the ret

cannot suppress the voice of the
people. The brutality and sup-
pression, the show of force and
the rule of the gun, w1ll not stop
us ‘from our goal . . .

“ We have been forced to
g0 underground If we are known
you will murder us. We are not
afraid. 'We ask how many of us
you will imprison, how many of
us you will kill? We are six
millions and power is in our num-
bers. We shall retaliate in the
method vou have employed. We
shall not forget the bad treat-
ment, we are suffering. When our
time comes we shall not show
mercy, because you do not know
what mercy is. We will kill you
like you are murdering us today.
This is no threat. - It is how we
are feeling today. Africans unite!”

If Africans now resort to force
to meet force, it is solely because
they have no other means of re-
dress. They have no votes. They
have no democratic rights. Re-
member this well, for another
‘Malaya’ is bemg prepared in

‘Kenya !

Labour must stand with the
African people in thejr struggle
Wemust ‘demand,
of all lands
stolen from the Africans by the
settlers. If this were carried out,
there would be no need for troops,
armed- police, colour bar, or any
other instruments of coercion.
But  if the demands are not
granted, bloodshed is inevitable—
and the responsibility rests with
the white overlords and the Tory
protectors. - Remember this : Jus-
tice is always on the side of the
oppressed !

‘Socialist Outlook’
will appear '
'WEEKLY
beginning
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Red Baiters Refuted
By Morgan Phillips

Denies C.P. Influence

HOSE who have been

producing “red plots”

and “secret communist
agents” to explain the
progressive decisions of the
Morecambe .  Conference
have been utterly refuted
by no less a person than
Mr. Morgan Phillips, the
Rarty’s General Secretary.

In an article in the Party
journal, “Fact”, he has de-
clared that ‘“‘there never was a
time in the Party’s history.
when communist influence was
so weak.”

Writing as “one who knows the
real situatiofi”, the General Secre-
tary- - cbmpletety the' idea
that the prekent arguments about
Party policy e mqsed by “com-

.munist agitation”.

The importance of these state-
ments can hardly be over-empha-
sised. = They deserve the widest
publicity, for they are -an authori-
tative answer “to, all the witch-
hunters who have sought to steer
discussion away  from the main
issues and jnto the murky channels
of personalities and red baiting.

The swing of the Party to the

In The Labour Party

Less food and dearer.

Unemployment growing.

These are the

facts—not “secret communist agents”—which influence Labour Party
decisions.

Left cannot be denied—but it
wasn’t caused by “secret com-
unlsts That much is .now
rmly estabhshed. What, then, is

the dispute in the Party all about ?

FOOD ‘AND WORK

Fundamentally; it concerns the
health and well-being of the work-
ing class whose standard of life
is now declining at ;an alarming
rate. ‘The Government White
Paper .on “National Income and

-Expenditure” reveals that in 1951

working people spent 12 per cent.
less on meat and bacon, 5 per cent.
less on oils and fats, 13 per cent.

Poverty Retu rns To

HERE is a fresh militant
T upsurge ' throughout
- Britain’s ports.  The
dockers feel that they have
been silent long enough. The
‘wait-and-see’ policy of the
Right-wing, their inability to
find a solution for the awful
conditions that exist in the
ports, has led to meetings and,
in some places to demonstra-
tions.

The great waterways of Britain,
like the Thames and the Mersey,
are ‘becoming as silent as the
grave, while thousands of' ships
lie idle all over the world. Many
of these ships are at anchor in
Eastern waters waiting for crumbs

from the Wall Street Bankers by
dealing in cargoes of Korean
death. )

Here in England, about 20,000
dockers are on a semi-starvation
level. Many men with families
are forced to live on far less than
£4 per week and are showing signs
of becoming desperate.

The backbone of the nation;
these men are deprived of even

‘the elementary rights extended to

alt other citizens. When they are
unemployed they are not per-
mitted to draw the full scale of
relief, yet they must pay the full
scale contribution to the state.

No longer is this a fight for
rates and conditions only. It has
gone beyond that stage, and has
now developed jnto a struggle
against the Tory government and

The ‘Weekly’ needs your

DONATIONS TO THE FIGHTING. FUND ARE YOUR PAPER' LIFE BLOOD.

paper. For some time now, plans
kave been haid to make it Labour’s

help—NOW

forms mave been sent out for this

pwm Have you received them?
s any difficulty, - contact

Dockland

20,000 Men Unemployed

In response to many letters from dockers, the
“Socialist Outlook” sent a reporter to dockland
to give our readers a clear picture of the grow-
ing unemployment there.

This is a first report.

the Right-wing of the unions. who
have allied themselves with the
reactionary forces.

In Salford, 500 dockers have
quit the industry (what the posi-
tion is in all the other ports one
can only speculate). Nevertheless,
the dockers in the main, recognise
that leaving the mdustry will not
solve the problem. They are

therefore preparing to fight—and .

when' they do, they know that they
will need, as never before, the
support of the Labour Party
Wards and Trade Union branches.

Dockers everywhere say that
the Docks Decasualisation Scheme
has broken down because there is
unemployment To have 20,000
unemployed is far from ‘decasuali-
sation’. The minimum unemploy-
ment rate is less than the National
Assistance Board rate, and natur-
ally, the whole industry is seeth-
ing with discontent. Men are
asking themselves the question :

Why were we being asked, only.

six months _ago, to work till seven
o’clock and on Sundays as well,
to “save the country from cata-
strophe” ?° *

Most other workers can come
to grips directly with their em-’
ployers through their shop
stewards’ movement bz e
docker kzs oo
He sTomp't "wows o og o
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less on boots and shoes, and 10

per cent. less on clothes. And the
“reasom ? - T

While pnces of all essentlals are
still rising, production has fallen
nearly 10 per cent. below last
year’s level, exports are sagging,
unemp]oyment has doubled, and -
short time working  has greatly
increased: Making capitalism
work has-turned out to be a
wretched expenment indeed ! "~

That is why the Morecambe
Conference went on record for a
rapid extension of public owner-
ship: - “What we decided — and

‘don’t let us forget.it, and don’t

let some of our friends inside the
movement try to obscure it—was
that the new Executive this year -
must decide on a number of indus-
tries to be taken over when we
get into power . ... We decided
that we must once more go to the
attack . ...” That is how Aneurin
Bevan recently described the
meaning of the Conference deci-
sions—and he is absolutely correct.

" REARMAMENT

Here is the most direct and ob-
vious cause of rising prices and
falling living standards. Food
which should go into the stomachs
of our children is instead being
fed into the ever-open jaws of that
insatiable monster—the modern
war machine—where, incidentally,
it is not only turned into guns,
tanks and atom bombs, but also
into handsome profits for Big
Business. Small wonder that re-
armament has been subjected to
such fierce working class criticism.

But armaments are the instru-
ments of foreign policy. That is
known to everyone. And no-one
should be surprised if the chief
sufferers from this horrible world
surfeit of guns, the working class,
should begin to raise doubts about
the foreign policy these armaments
are designed to serve. Morecambe
reflected these doubts, and the
Conference decided to  try a more
sympathetic approach to the great
revolutionary movement which is
sweeping across Asia and Africa.

The discussion isn’t by any
means finished, but there is a
general recognition that Mr.
Bevan was right when he said,
speaking at Cambridge- on Oct-
ober 25th . . . “What we have got
to do is not to try to set ourselves
against these movements (in Asia
and Africa) but to ally ourselves
with them . . . because they are
of the same sort as we are. Tbe'v
are working people . . .
try to see sympathetlcally wha
happening in those
because. if we do'lt
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SOCIALIST OUTLOOK

HE object of this article

is to provide the reader

with the necessary back-
ground material against which
to judge the proposals for a
Central African Federation.

The Central African has two
mortal enemies. The first is
the Tsetse fly—the carrier of
sleeping sickness. The second
is Sir Godfrey Huggins, Pre-
mier of 'S. Rhodesia and chief
architect of the Central African
Federation.

The Tsetse fly, however, is by
far the lesser of these two para-
sites which feed upon the flesh and
blood of the African workers and
peasants. '

‘Sir Godfrey Huggins wants to
create a White Republic in the
centre of darkest Africa. His

By M. BANDA

scheme is .being supported not
only by business men but also
by “sound sensible” socialists like
Mr. Attlee.

If Huggins gets his way it will
not be long before East Africa,
too, will be ‘Federated’ and the
whole of South, Central and East
Africa be transformed into a
Black Man’s Inferno.

SOME FACTS

Central Africa consists of three
‘territories : = The Dominion of
Southern Rhodesia which ‘is self-
governing and has a population
of 128,700 Whites and 1,726,000
Africans ; = Northern Rhodesia,
which is a Crown Colony and has
a population of 35,000 Whites and
1,640,000 Africans; Nyasaland,
also a Crown Colony, with a popu-
lation of . 4,000 Whites and
2,430,000 Africans.

These three territories cover an
area of approximately 475,000
square miles out of which 97,000
" square miles belong to the whites
and 355,000 square miles to the
Africans. The Whites own the
_ most fertile land situated in the
most healthy. areas while the
African’s land is .either eroded,
infertile ‘or waterless. - 190,000
square miles of this is included in
the Tsetse fly belt.

KING COPPER

Copper, like gold in S. Africa,
dominates the entire economy of
N. Rhodesia and accounts for 90
per cent. of its exports. Two big
American  Cogporations — the
American - Metal Company and
the Newmont Mining Corporation
-—dominate the copper industry.

The industry employs 30,000
African workers and 4,000 Euro-
pean workers who constitute .a
privileged aristocracy of the work-
ing class. The average monthly
wage (official figures) of an African
surface worker and underground
worker are £3 - 2s. 2d. ‘and
£3 15s, 11d. respectively, while the
average monthly wage of an Euro-
pean miner for similar work is
£48 10s. 0d. and £54 0s. 0d. re-
spectively !

Part of the African miner’s
wages is paid in the form of food
rations. When recently the North-
‘ern'Rhodesian *-Mine Workers’
Union began a strike ballot, the
 employers  threatened to discon-

tinue the food rations in the event
of a strike. However, it did not
stop 23,000 miners voting in
favour of strike action.

COLOUR BAR

The inhuman éxploitation of the
African worker .is further inten-
sified by a vicious system of racial
discrimination practised by the
White employers (with the con-
nivance of the White workers)
which prevents the African miner
from learning a -skilled trade.
Africans. have been completely
segregated both in the towns and
in the countryside. -

In S. Rhodesia the African
T.U’s. are not recognised by law.
They cannot register becsuse the

AFRICA: “The Continent o

“No corner or scrap of land in
Africa has escaped hunger. This
is a continent .of thé starving, all

of it.” J. De Castro, “The Geo-

graphy of Hunger”.

Industrial Conciliation Act of
1945 defines an “employee” as
“any person employed by or work-
ing for any employer . . . but does
not include a native!” A more
ludicrous definition would indeed

be difficult to find in any statute .

book ! E
Starvation wages combined with

the notorious brutality of the S.

Rhodesian police force ‘have

enabled the copper-barons to rake:

off ‘huge profits. (See box, this
page.) All the profits are appro-
priated by the City or Wall Street.
None of it is available for the
social and economic development

" in diameter . . .

The Starving’

Needs Freedom - Not Federation

of the African people. :

‘The dreadful results -of this in-
human - exploitation are revealed
by the following extracts from the
N. Rhodesia Handbook (for 1951)
and other sources :

Social Security : “There is no
general . scheme of social security
benefit in Northern Rhodesia.”

Housing : The Africans usually
live in “poor huts about- ten feet
windowless and
generally  verminous.” (Chief
Economist in S. Rhod. Dept. o
Agriculture.) .

Education : N. Rhodesia spends

approximately £414,000 on African
education, £311,500 on European

“education and £366,000 on the

police ! _
The South Rhodesian Govern-
ment provides free, ‘compulsory

education at a cost of £30 13s. 9d.

(1937) per head per annum for
European children while in 1950
it spent only 8s. 7d. per annum
for every African child!

Child Labour : Child labour is
legalised in S. Rhodesia. Flog-
ging and imprisonment are also
legalised for breaches of contract.

Prostitution : In order to induce
the African peasant to become.a
miner the S. Rhodesian. Govern-
ment has legalised and encour-
aged the establishment’ of brothels
in towns under the Registration
Enactment Ordinance.

Pass Laws : Curfew regulations
abtain for Africans living in town-
ships and European residential
districts.
African male over the age of six-
teen must possess a registration
certificate, which " contains inter
alia his rate of wages. Failure
to gbtain endorsemeny of the pass

when the - contract J expires . is
punishable by a_ fing’ of £10. In
approximately 60,000

1939,

In S. Rhodesia every

Africans were prosecuted mainly
under the Pass Laws.

Taxes : There is a basic tax.
For the African in N. Rhodesia,
it is 15/- a:year; in Nyasaland
it is 17/6d. and in S. Rhodesia it
is 20/-, 10/- for each plural wife
and 5/- for the dog! However,
an unrparried European in N.
Rhodesia earning £500 per annum
pays a tax of only £25!

Labour : Although this region
is rich in natural resources it is
deficient in labour.  Migrant
labour, the chief source of which
is Nyasaland, plays an important
part in the economies of S. Africa
and S. Rhodesia, but the supply
is dwindling. Although the demand
for African labour in S. Rhodesia
has risen by 24 per cent. the supply
has increased by only 12 per cent.

~The copper barons and tobacco
farmers in North and South Rho-
desia now desire an abundant
supply of cheap labour which
could be permanently settled in

. urbanised communities.

This is what lies beneath all
the chatter about Federation

“and “partnership” in Central
Africa. ‘
Land: In order to create a

source of cheap labour for the
mines and farms, British settlers
occupied two-thirds of the arable
land and crowded
into the most infertile regions.
Then by imposing heavy taxes and
restrictive prices. the Government
drove the peasants and poor
farmers off the land into the mines
and farms. As a result 70 per
cent. of the working population in
S. Rhodesia are engaged in wage
labour. . . .

Africans working .on European
tobacco farms receive 12/6d. for a
month . of 30 weorking days.
(“Britain’s Third Empire”, George
Padmore.) . .

the Africans’

THE FASCIST MENACE AGAIN!

E have been greatly
WYY shocked over here in
Western Germany by the
uncovering of the U.S. trained,
armed and financed  under-

ground terror and murder gang

— “Technical Organisation of
the Federation of German
Youth” (this F.G.Y. is spon-
sored by the Bonn Govern-
ment). : -

A villa at Waldmichelbach in
Hesse (U.S. occupation zone) was
their military training ground ;
the garage was used for a shoot-
ing range. Empty ammunition

This article, direct from Ger-
many, gives more details of the
German Fascists’ plot to -murder
socialists and communists.

boxes found there were marked
“Winchester Super Speed, .22 long
rifle.  Fifty Long Range Rim
Fire Cartridges. Made in U.S.A.”

This villa had been leased for
2 years from April 1951 by Emil
Peters, father of former F.G.Y.
vice-Chairman Erhard Peters.

During 1951 Erhard Peters lived -

there with an American named
Garwood, who supplied the gang
with a 4mm pistol with silencer
and American ammunition, a 12cm
grenade thrower of Russian make
for “theoretical instruction”, as
well as explosives, for acts of
sabotage.

In the summer of 1951, other
gangsters were sent to the U.S.
army training ground at Grafen-
woehr. for three courses in the use

Who won the ‘War against Fascism’?

MAY, 1945
MAY, 1947

Field Marshal Kesselring captured

Sentenced by a British Mill‘ﬁll‘y Court to be shot for
‘ prutally murdering Italian partisans (The sentence was
soon after commuted to prison ifor life).

Entered Werl Prison and sentence reduced to 20 years
ed on hqglth grounds and as “an act .of clem-

hands the release of ALL Nazi war

* Report From Germany
by Friederich Jaeger

-of light weapons and explosives.

For this. purpose they were sup-
plied with overalls and forged
identity papers.:

The gang received about 50,000
marks monthly from American
sources, and as late as September
last the .%ang leaders at Wald-
michelbach were still drawing
their salaries of from 500—1,000
marks. o ’

We have to thank Prime Minis-

ter Zinn, of Hesse, for the ex-’

posure ‘of this infamous gang..
We probably should never have
heard anything had not the Hesse
Government been a Social Demo-
cratic one, and Zinn himself one
of the leading Social Democrats
on the list for “liquidation”.

Hesse police, on September 18th,
arrested gang leaders Kaufheld,
Kleff, Rietdorf and Rademacher.
Peters'was hidden by his American
friends, and Garwood had not
been seen for a month.

All those arrested were released
on the orders of the highest
authority, the. Federal Prosecutor
at Karlsruhe, who said the organi-
sation had ben built by, and had
acted on—American initiative !

.One job of the gang was to
draw up lists of persons who were
to be. put out of the way on X
day ; mainly opponents of a West-
ern Germany Defence Contribu-
tion or the Bonn Treaty, and
persons considered “politically un-
trustworthy’ in the event of a
military conflict with ~Eastern
countries.

These lists included such people
as Dr. Josef Wirth, ex-Chancellor
of the Weimar Republic; Hein-
rich Kopf, Prime Minister of
Lower Saxony; ‘Max Brauer,
Lord Mayor of Hamburg; Dr.
Heinemann ; . Dr. * Martin  Nie-
moeller; and  many -others —
socialists, communists, members
of the Bonn parliament, trade
unionists, journalists, etc.

The exposures are agwatning
that ‘'must be taken very seriously
for they reveal a small part of
the big fascist underworld activity
over here—which led once -before
to the horrors of 1933. -

The British people too, should
take this warning setiously.” Who
knows whether thiere are not simi-
lar gangs operating in your coun-

try, trained, armed and financed
by the very same sources; and
drawing up lists of all those who
oppose ratification of the Bonn
Treaty, Nato, the war in Korea,
etc. Be alert!

Always - remember. that Hitler
fascism “started ‘illegal and small,
but finally oppressed and bled all
Europe. .

Footnote :

5,000 Nazi Waffen S.S. at a
rally in Verden, Lower Saxony,
cheered speakers who condemned
the “harsh” treatment of 'S.S. war
criminals-and ‘demanded their im-
mediate release!
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Copper
into Gold

‘| Profits from Rhodesian Copper
Mines- (reported in “Daily |’
Herald” 23/10/52).

Rhodesia Anglo American :

- over £14 millions last year
and over £21 millions this
year. For every £1 share in
this company the shareholder |
has, in the last two years,|:
received £1 3s. 6d. .in divi- [
dend and still has his original |
£1 intact.

Rhokana Corporation : nearly |
£104 millions last year, over |
£12 millions this year. For |
every £1 share, the share-}
holder has received (in two |
years) £4 5s. 0d. (yes, Four
pounds five shillings) and}’
still has' his investment|.
intact.

»

Under the Land Apportionment
Act of 1941 the whole of S. Rho--
desia is divided into five categories -
(excluding the Native Reserves).
They are the Native Area (18,000~
square miles), the Undetermined
Area, the Unassigned Area, the
Forest Area and the European
Area (75,900 square miles). Sub-
ject to certain exceptions no
African “shall acquire, lease or
occupy land in the FEuropeamn
Area”. (Section 26.) As a result
most of the native reserves are”
overpopulated.

Government : The word “Demo-
cracy” doss not exist in the voca-—
bulary of the Central Africans.
In N. Rhodesia the Government
consists of an Executive and
Legislative Council. The former

body contains nine official mem- -

bers and fourteen unofficial mem-
bers, only four of whom represent
African interests and only -two of

{

{them are Africans.

The Executive Council is pre-
sided over by an English Gov-

ernor and consists of seven official

members and four unofficial mem-
bers only one of whom represents:
African interests. -

In S. Rhodesia all power is:
vested in the hands of the Euro-
pean settlers. Only 2,000 Africans
were qualified to vote at the last
general elections.

African interests are represented

by the Minister for Native Affairs.

It is interesting to note however,
that the previous Labour Govern—
-ment which had a constitutional
right to veto any piece of legisla-
tion passed in the Rhodesian par-
liament which was prejudicial to-
the interests of the Africans, did
not at any time exercise this right.

The next Labour Government
must certainly exercise such a right.
if it wants to win the respect and
sympathy of the African peoples-

R Adiiiée to Knee-Benders

by KEIR

HARDIE .

Keir Hardie made this speech on June 17th 1911, on the occasion

of the Coronation of King George V.
Has the Monarchy become less reac-

speeches not made today ?

Why are such forthright

tionary—or have the leaders of the Party become more respectable?

44 HE most desperate efforts
J are being made to popu-
larise the coming Corona-
tion. Public authorities have been
given power to spend the rate-
payers’ money illegally oa decora-
tions and festivities. . Poor little
half-starved school children are t6
be presented with Corporation
mugs or medals to commemorate
the event . . . .”

“Thus despite all the efforts of
the astute stage managers, royalty
is being found out. It is a huge
imposition. The atmosphere of a
court is surcharged with hypo-
crisy, insincerity, flattery, and im-
morality, No self-respecting man
or woman can breathe it and live.
It is the shelter behind which
every form of knavery and jobbery
finds -protection.”

“Loyalty is a form of idolatry as
meaningless as is the worship of
a wooden image by a South Sea
Islandér. Let anyone who likes
to think himself ‘loyal’ sit down
and try to figure out to himself
what he means by it? There is

nothing about the present king to

inspire ‘loyalty’. He is a very
ordinary, commonplace person,
both in mind and body, with no
single attribute of 'greatness dis-
cernible in -him.” .
“Is it the throne that inspires
the loyal feelings ? - The ' throne
is the symbol of oppression. Every

throne in Europe is rusted witte
the blood and tears of the com-
mon people. It represents the age
of tyranny, when the people had:

no gights. Loyalty is the most un~

meaning of all modern supersti-
tions.” ’

“The Coronation with its pomp*
and show, its make-believe, its-
glorification of militarism, and its-
mockery of the solemnities of re~
ligion, is an affront to all that is-
true and self-respecting in our
national life ... . .”

“Half a century ago Repub-
licanism was the creed of Radical--
ism and- Nonconformity. But the:
corrupting influences of wealthe
and a debased newspaper Press:
have eaten the soul out of the:
manhood of the nation. But
Socialism has come to re-awaken
the people to a new life, to sweep
away sham and re-establish reali-
ties. Kingeraft and Priestcraft
are used by the cunning and un-
scrupulous.to veil truth from thex
eyes of men. But the veil is
being rent and the death’s-head
which it cOnceals is being dis-
,closed in its rotten hideousness.””

If we cannot set our heel ypan
the thing, we .can at least 'show’
our contempt for it and - preserve:
our self-respect by .refusing to pay-
ticipate in any of the foolery con-
nected with this Coromation.”
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This 'Ren't Raising is a

ET us get one thing clear
L to start with, there is no
" real reason why anybody
should -have to pav for the
right to live in his or her own
country. To live—forget about
eating, etc., for the moment—
you need land and building.

Well, the land is there. No
person made it, nobody can take
it away or make any more. It
should be the property of the
whole of the people. This is a
reform swhich could, with advan-
tage, be carried out at once; a
simple Act of Parliament is all
we need. .

After that, no more rent for the
use of land, and no more buying
or selling of land. It would be
put to such use as the government
or its local authorities decided
. was best.

As to the buildings on the land,

these are, and were, paid for dur-
ing the 'time they were being
erected. The community as a whole
had to find the food, clothing,
houses, etc., for all those who
built the buildings, all the mate-
rials came out of the land. This
includes the factories in which the
building materials were fabricated.
Why therefore should we continue
to pay, in the form of rent, for
buildings we paid for while the
building was going.on ?

Having got this clear we can
look at the rent question in its
correct perspective. It is being
suggested that since the cost of
repairing houses has gone up in
recent times the landlords of
privately owned houses should be
allowed an increase in the con-
trolled rents of such houses.

WHY ARE THEY
CONTROLLED ?

An ‘interesting story. During the ]

first world war, landlords, like

else;-thought what a fine

chance to get more -rent, interest
or profit (R.I.P.) as the case might
be, so rents were raised.

In Glasgow this was objected
to by a number of working class
tenants and they organised a rent
strike, they refused to pay any rent
at all ! Dreadful ! Suppose tenants
all over the country did the same !

It would have been a most popu-
lar move and so easy to do. When
one tenant does it you can evict
him, but if all do it the position
is impossible. You just can’t
evict the whole population.

Therefore Parliament hastily
put through the necessary legisla-
tion to make it the law of the
land that rents could not be in-
creased. This saved the landlords.

If the strike had spread it would
have been found quite possible to
do without the landlord. He toils
not, neither does he spin, as the
old book says. He is, in fact, a
parasite, living on the labour of
others, and, be he a good, bad
or indifferent landlord, the fact re-
mains the same, he is useless.

The cost of repairs has gone
up? They are always going up
and landlords have made a song
and dance about it before. They
weré allowed to increase their
rents up to 40 per cent. to catch
up with the cost of repairs. Did
they use it for that purpose ?

Not on your life, they put the
40 per cent. into their pockets and
spent, . as always, the least pos-
sible amount or nothing at all on

Promotion

¢6 HE Queen has been graci-
ously pleased to approve the
= following pPomotion in the
Most  Excellent Order of the
British Empire. To be Knight
Commander of the Civil Division
of the said Most Excellent Order,
William George Penney, Esq.,
@ BE. DSc, PhD., FRS”

\ (Statement . issued from 10
Downing Street, October 23rd.)

Reason

Dr. Penney “was responsible for
the design of the atom bomb and
was in charge of the technical
side of the test”. )

Cost

Of making and exploding this
murderous weapon . ..
£100,000,000 ¥

" Footnote :
_‘build 600 mew -

£100,000,000 wonld

repairs. So the property has be-
come dilapidated, naturally. So
along they come again and ask,
with the assistance of Lord Silkin
and a lot of other people who
ought to know better, for still
more rent. When they get it, into
their pockets it will go, and still-
the least possible or nothing at
all will be spent on repairs. The
property will continue to deteri-
orate and again there will be de-
mands for still more rent, and so
on, and so on .

HIGH RENTS MEAN
PROFITABLE INVESTMENTS

Even this, however, is not the
full story. Most of the houses,
for which more rent is demanded,
were built many years ago. When
a house is built, the rent then de-
cided covers not only a percentage
on the cost of the house, which
the community paid, but also a

percentage to cover the cost again .

during the life timé of the house,
as well as a percentage for run-
ning repairs.

The original landlords, taking
them by and large, have pocketed
the whole lot. 'When, however,
rents started to rise, this auto-
matically increased the value of
the houses as an investment. So,
they were sold to an investor at a
price in line with the increased
rent. The new investor or land-
lord knew what he was buying and

Racket

By Tom Braddock

why. - If the house was in bad
repair it was because of the
neglect of the previous owner. He
had the rest for repairs but spent
it on himself instead of on the
house.

To allow the new owner an
increased rent was simply to invite
him to continue the racket, and
so he did. As rents go up so does
the value of the houses, they are
sold and the owners get away with
tax-free capital appreciation.

LEVY THE LANDLORD
—NOT THE, TENANT

Where are we today ? Most of
the houses we live in as tenants
have had their full life. They
should be pulled down .and re-
placed, and not used for invest-

‘ment and profit-making purposes.

Present-day owners, having bought
them at a price that only gives
them a nominal return on what
they paid, are asking for increased
rents, not to repair the houses but
to do one of two things; to get
an increased rake-off, or to sell
again and make a high capital
profit, free of tax.

It must not be allowed to hap-
pen. Pending the time when Wwe
take over all the house property
of the country and use it as a
public service, local authorities
should be empowered to levy a

special rate from the landlords on,

the rental value of the Houses,
and the product of this rate should
be used by .the council to carry out

the necessary repairs.
On no account must any more

SPEED UP
Briggs’ Stewards organise
S.E. Essex’Conference

oI} NGINEERING Employ-
ers are beginning an
attack on Trade Union

organisation to make way for

a big speed up. They know

that to do this they must first

of all weaken shop organisa-
tion.”

Jack Mitchell, - Convenor of
Briggs Bodies, issued this warn-
ing when opening a conference of
Engineering Stewards and Trade

Union Branch delegates at Dagen-
ham on October 15th.

The conference was attended by
delegates representing some 30,000
workers. in 26 Trade . Union

branches; 6 factories, Briggs,

Fords, Victor Engineering, Solvent
Products, Murex, Plessey’s; the
S.E. Essex. District Committee
AE.U; and the London District
Committee of the Wood Machin-
ists. i

- It had been called to discuss a
resolution which stressed the
“need for strengthening Trade
Unionism with a view to stem-
ming attacks on workshop organi-
sations, standard of living, and
full employment” and, as a first
step, to set up a “South East
Essex Shop Stewards’ . Advisory
Committee, to be responsible for
co-ordinating, the: efforts and ‘acti-
vities of all engineering factories
in the area”. :

THE PR.Y, EXPERIENCE

Bro. Stapleton, representing the
London District Committee of the
Woodworking Machinists said the
resolution had the full support of
his committee. Their Union had had
its full share of disputes recently,
and instanced the 14 week P.R.V.
strike where, he said, important
gains had been made but the Em-
ployers’ organisation had pre-
vented a complete victory. The
lesson was. for the workers to
organise more efficiently than the

Bllg. MURPHY’S CORNER

Two “skeletons” met near the
docks in Birkenhead and fell into
conversation. “I was killed in
an accident on the China boats,”
said one. “How did you die?”

“I'm not dead,” replied the other.

‘T've been working overtime: trying

1 to make a decent wage.” § .

" UNITY TO DEFEA

“Jack Mitchell
(Briggs Shop Stewards’ Convenor)

bosses.

Bro. H. Cass, Convenor of
Victor Engineering, pointed out
that although his factory was well
organised and had a closed -shop,
they nevertheless Yecognised that
the general level of wage rates in
the district was determined by
Briggs and Fords who employed
the great majority of workers. For
this reason everyone -had an
interest is seeing that organisation

" The Miners

Thirty Bob

Scottish Rally Demands Action

Reported by Cllr. David Smith (Dalkeith)

IXTEEN : ‘HUNDRED
Scottish miners, demon-
strated in Dalkeith on
Sunday, October 19th, pro-

money be allowed to get into the
hands of the landlords; they are
not to be trusted. They know their
time is short and if they can get
out at a profit they will. A per-
centage increase on the controlled
rent would allow them to do this.
But it would be of no use to the
tenants and no use to- the nation
as a whole. -

If a landlord cant keep his
house in repair he is not fit to be
a landlord. The property should
be taken over by the local atuhor-
ity without any compensation
whatsoever to the landlord. In
some cases this will inflict hard-
ship on present owners ; for these
there exists our excellent social
services.

Building
Workers
_Prepare-

UILDING Trade em-

' ployers are making vicious

attacks on job organisa-
tion.

Up and down the country, in
the new town construction at
Stevenage, the Isle of Grain, Bore-
ham Wood, Ellesmere Port (both
reported in the “Socialist Out-
look”) and Council housing estates
in Landon and the provinces,
Federation stewards have been
sacked, union organisation on the
joh sabotaged, conciliation and
disputes machinery flaunted, and
other high handed action taken by
the employers. It is no coin-
cidence that these attacks have
been initiated- when the Building
Workers Unions have put in a
claim for 6d. an hour increase.

Recently at a Putney Heath
building - site, Messrs. TERSONS
sacked the Fedération steward.
Machinery. was set up to deal
with the steward’s sacking but,
during negotiations, Tersons
sacked all the other 90 men on
the . site, on the grounds of site
re-organisation saying that they
had to concentrate on 4 blocks of
flats instead of 27.

The strike which followed is
now in its fifth week. At a meet-
ing in London on October 26th,
called by the strike committee, 83
delegates representing 6,000 men
from 45 jobs and 54 unien
branches showed that they were
determined. to fight back. “If we

don’t win through” said one dele-

gate, “we shall be back to 1926
with tea on the scaffold or in
the cement shed”.

in Fords and Briggs stood up to
the managements attacks, and he
emphasised the need for co-ordina-
tion.

After a full discussion, the reso-
lution was adopted, and a pro-
visional committee of six repre-
senting the six factories present,
was set up.

testing against the Coal Board’s
refusal to grant their 30/- a
week increase and the slowness
of the wages tribunal in giving
its report. 'They unanimously .

“carried a resolution calling for

a national delegate conference
to discuss a plan for future
action. »

Addressing the demonstration,
John Wood, vice-Presidént of the
Scottish N.U.M., pointed out that
1950 had been a record year for
profits. But 1951 had topped the
record by ‘a further £436,000,000.
If all the wage claims at present
pending throughout the country
were granted in full they would
only amount to £4,000,000 less
than this increase in profits.

David Pryde, M.P., emphasised
that every constitutional means at
their disposal had been employed
to ventilate their case for the in-
crease. = Responsibility for the
present situation, which was not
of the miners’ seeking, .rested
squarely on the shoulders of the
Government. He accused the
Government- of carrying out class
legislation—of looking after their
own people first. The £15,000,000
paid out annually to the former
owners should not, he said, be a
charge against the industry, but
a charge against the Exchequer.

WAGES OR INTEREST

Bob Smillie, junior, was greeted
with stormy applause when he de-
clared that “if the only way to
get the 30/- incréase is to take
it out of that £15,000,000, then
out of that £15,000,000 it must
come.” The coal owners, he main-
tained, had left the industry in
such a horrible condition that they
should have paid the Government
for taking it over. He thought
the miners were still carrying far
too many passengers and cited as
an example the coal merchants.
He considered the actual delivery
of coal to the consumer should
be the responsibility of the Na-
tional Coal Board.

Alex Moffatt, Secretary of the
Lothian and Stirlingshire Miners,
stated there was no such thing
as an ‘independent’ tribunal. The
Wwage Tribunal was influenced, as
1s the N.C.B. itself, by the present
Government. If the Tribunal
said “no”, the miners should not
accept that decision and new
methods would have to be tried.
He strongly criticised the present
set-up of the Coal Board—there
were too many highly salaried
people at the top and not enough
of our own people.

The right wing leadership of
the ' trade union movement, in
particular Will Lawther - and
Arthur Deakin, were strongly
criticised by both Bros. Wood and
Moffatt.  Their accusations of
‘class . collaboration’ evoked loud
applause. -

Provost James Lean, J.P., com-
pared the payment of £50,000,000
compensation to Krupps with the
refusal to grant the miners their
30/- a week.

There is no doubt that the
miners in this area mean business
and in my view industrial action
on a large scale can only be
averted by a government “climb
down”. .

FORDS RAISE IMPORTANT
TRADE UNION QUESTION

HOULD Trade Union

Officials, before negotia-

ting an agreement which
is to regulate the day to day
functioning of workers and
shop stewards, consult with the
shop stewards about it ?

This important .question of
Trade Union organisation is raised
by the latest developments at the
Ford Motor Co., Dagenham.

As reported in the last issue of
“Socialist Outlook”, the Ford
management were dissatisfied with
the basic procedure agreement ahd
as a result, 4 committee of Trade
‘Union Executive Officials and re-
presentatives of the Management
was set up to examine the agree-
ment and to see what changes
could be made in.it. ]

But althongh the ' committee

has met three times since it was
set up . on July 21st, not.once
during these three .months have
the Ford Stewards been asked
even for an opinion on the
agreement—Ilet alone any sug-

gestions or proposals on how

they would like the agreement
to be altered. :

Naturally the Ford Stewards are
worried about this lack of consul-
tation. * The reason given by the
management for wanting a re-
vision of the agreement in the
first place, was the large number
of  ‘“unofficial” disputes which
occurred. As the Stewards state
in their “Fortnightly News-letter”

“The best way .to stop

Breacl‘ies .of Procedure Agreements

is surely te have full consultation
with the members in the.factory
who have to wosk under
agreemends.” .

"
~ And who would quarrel with
that argument ? Stewards in many
other engineering plants have long
ago voiced demands that they, as
working representatives on the job,
should be present at all levels of .
negotiation with employers.

LET THE WORKERS SPEAK

But in Fords, far from being
allowed to be present at negoti-
ations, stewards are not even being
consulted by Trade Union Officiais
before the officials enter vital
negotiations.

Who can .blame the
workers if they are a lit
with these Officials, wh
in some cases,
for the past
have NE}Y
with: i




, *
~T. & GW.U.

- Nottingham.
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KOREAN STORY

Jim Callaghan’s tragic Korean
story “Our Enemy” is very mov-
ing and well written. Stone’s “The
Hidden History of the Korean
War” (fully documented from
authoritative sources), shows how
the United Nations were stam-
peded into taking military dction
against the North Koreans by a
‘fait accompli’ in violation of the
United Nation’s Constitution. It
also shows how the Border Raids
were engineered as a pretext for
involving China and Russia in this
unholy filibustering = expedition,
whenever “Peace looked like
breaking out”. )

If the “Socialist Outlook” had
done nothing else but print the
truth about Korea, it would have
justified its existence.
Wimbledon. Percy Allott.

L T N

NEW ‘DAILY’ WANTED

1 have found many readers of
the “Daily Herald” who are so
shocked at the line-up With Tory
newspapers in attacking Bevan
that they are cancelling their order
for the “Herald” after many years
of regular reading. One such dis-
contented reader said: “What
bothers me is what alternative
Labour paper can I order.” When
we' get that daily “Outlook” I
tell him !

Flixton. D. Burgess.

* % %
— SUGGESTION

As an active. member of the
T. & G.W.U. for 13 years in Not-
tingham, I am in agreement to the
full with the article in your last

- issue by Ernie Chapple the London

Bus Conductor.
In response to Mr. Chapple’s

‘zequest for suggestions, I offer

this : the Union is the members,
and the members are the Union.

* * *_* .
COAL AND PRINCIPLES

A prominent local Fabian has
recently argued with me that the

‘ideas of the founders of our

great Movement are of no prac-
tical value to the Fabians in
the framing of a programme for
the future. .

" To -this, I replied “The prin-
ciple .of Socialism will forever re-
main unchanged so to suggest
those old ideas are of no use today
is beyond my comprehension.
True Socialists believe and will
always believe, that the wealth
of a country is its people,  its
mines, its factories, etc. How well
fed, clothed and housed the people
are is very important to them.
Socialists are convinced that it is
only by the adoption of those old
ideas that a truly Socialist State
can be established. Which means
the complete public ownership of
the land, the means of production,
distribution and ‘exchange.

Therefore, it is not a question
-of which industries shall be placed
under common - ownership and
which should not; social owner-
ship must be complete and with
the workers in control. Experi-
ence has shown that to place under
public ownership a few industries,
Jeaving a greater number in a posi-
tion to sabotage them, is far from

-satisfactory. .

The National Coal Board have
to buy the necessary machinery and
other materials from privately
owned concerns at inflated prices
due to the inflated profits of these
privately owned concerns. The
Railway Executive is -similarly
placed. Here is a . contributory
factor to the high price of coal
and high rail charges. It is tanta-
mount to sabotage.

G. L. Green. ‘

Remarkable -

Correspondence should be as

brief as possible and addressed

te The Editer, 177, Bermond-
sey St., London, S.E.1

as it'is, we have the position of
the nationalised steel industry
actually -overcharging the coal and
railway industries by the same
profit taking process.

The failure of the Labour Gov-
ernment to nationalise the distri-
bution end of this industry has
also been an important factor to
high prices of this essential -com-
modity. The elimination of thou-
sands of totally unnecessary retail
outlets would enable coal to be sold
at considerably lower prices. Under
the present set-up, when comput-
ing retail prices, the highest figure
is taken to enable the smallest
operator to cover his ‘costs. Con-
sequently the larger concerns re-
ceive a profit far in excess of their
needs and the consumers are called
upon to pay more than would be
required under a truly Socialist
system.”

The local Fabian secretary finds
this all very interesting but, really
you know, he says, “I haven’t the
time to further discuss it¥.

Cleethorpes. S. R. Pearson.

Young Tailors

Alarm Bosses

N Monday, 20th October, a

delegation of young members

of the Tailor and Garment
Workers’ Union lobbied the
Wholesale Clothing Manufac-
turers’ Federation at their office
in Pall Mall. '

The delegation put forward
three demands to the employers :

A 6d. an hour increase for all
young tailoring workers.

A guaranteed working week of at
least 40 hours.

A comprehensive training scheme
including one day off per week
for technical training with no

_ loss of pay. ‘

It was the first youth delegation
to tailoring employers in living
memory. )

The Labour League of Youth
must place itself solidly behind
the struggle of the young tailoring
workers and all other fights of the
yl(;unger section of the working
class.

IARAAAAAS PPN
' ATTLEE’S QUESTION
Mr. = Attlee, at Morecambe,
asked why the friends of Soviet
Russia in this country did  not
blame her for the huge rearma-

ment programmes and did not ask
her to give a lead in disarming.

. The deplorable relationship be-
tween Soviet Russia and the west-
ern world in general, and ourselves
in particular, is, if one considers
the history of that relationship,
the fault of ourselves. First, we

- attempted armed intervention —

four times, I think. When this

. failed we -attempted to ostracise

them.. Will anyone deny that we
built up Hitlerite Germany’s arms
with the intention that they would
march- East and over-run Soviet
Russia ?

Since the war, we attempted
trade agreements, but could not
guarantee delivery dates. We
used the same brand of pre-war
propaganda against their form of
Socialism. No wonder then that
Russia did not disarm completely
after the war.

It is plain that this country and
the western world must lead in dis-
arming, so proving to Russia that
we wish to. welcome her as an
equal. Mr. Attlee knows this
better than we do. It is the only
way to prevent another world
catastrophe.

Richmond. D. Da Costa.

* DOCKERS

forced upon him by the T.G‘.W‘U.,
leadership. :

THREE FRONT FIGHT

The British Docker claims that
he is fighting on three fronts. The
Dock Board, which was to have

" been his salvation, has become a

body of well paid officials with
far too much power who, in some

. cases, are accused of having little

‘humanity.

The greatest complaint against
Dock Board is that it—as an
w—never appears to be in
Yet, fox the slightest
g .can be, and is,
o -as 7 days
athat hatred
s great
s,

( from page 1)

looks elsewhere for his leadership.

This is the reason for the un-
official committees.
to be the only people able to ex-.
press the genuine feelings of the
Port Workers. . Most of these un-
official leaders are greatly re-
spected. . Some have actually been
expelled from the T.G.W.U. and
havegalso stood on' trial in the
Central Criminal Court in defence
of Trade Union rights.

Contrary to general belief, I
found that some of the most mili-
tant leaders were members and
_loyal' supporters of the Labour
“Party who don’t want to know
about witch hunting, -but who
want to throw this Tory Govern-

ment out once and for all, so-that’

they can get down to the job of
buildine a3 Socialist Britain

They appear®

SOME COMMENTS ON THE
MOSCOW CONFERENCE
By GEORGE WEST

S it back to 1945 for the
leaders of the Communist
Party of Great Britain?
‘Back to the line of the ‘‘Pro-
gressive Government” - with
“good” Liberals and “‘good”
Tories and let socialism wait ?

A perusal of the “Daily Worker”
since - the recent congress of the
Communist Party of the Soviet
Union certainly points in  that
direction. Of course, there are
modifications in the line. It is to
be a “People’s Government,” not
in order to “win the peace”, but
to get “independence for Britain”
from the Americans. ’

The slogan of the “People’s
Government” has again been taken
out of the mothballs by Harry
Pollitt, J. R. Campbell and others.
In this, as in nearly everything the
C.P. leaders do, there is a trap that
the militant ranks of the Labour
movement must be wary of.

The full development of the new
C.P. line, which is a sharp turn
to the Right, is still to come.
For the present, the C.P. leaders
confine themselves to subtle shad-
ings in propaganda that indicate
the change in line. Whereas pre-
viously Campbell and others, in
the “Daily Worker”, hailed the
decisions taken at Morecambe and
all but took the credit for them
(with the aid, of course, of irre-
sponsible statements by certain
Labour leaders to the effect that
‘the C.P. had “infiltrated” the con-
stituency parties), Pollitt now says
“it is inevitable that ore should
feel bitter” about the contrast

The Next GO

‘People’s’ or ‘Labour’ ’

Back to THIS?

‘Provided we get a new
House of Commons with a
strong majority of Labour,
‘| Communists, and Liberals, I
believe the Labour Party
should form a new. National
Government and invite others,
including Tories like Churchill
and Eden, to participate.”

“Daily Worker” 20/3/44.

between the Morecambe deci-
sions and those made recently in
Moscow.

He advocates a “People’s Gov-
ernment” with a programme that
“will break decisively with all
capitalist and Right-Wing Labour
policies” and goes on to elaborate .
on particulars that are still quite
radical-sounding. But he does
not explain wherein a “People’s”
Government would differ from® a
LABOUR Government, which is
what the working class of Britain
wants to replace the present Tory
Government. T

‘Campbell previously noted that

both at Margate and at More-
cambe resolutions were carried for

the re-establistiment of trade with®
the Eastern European countries

and China. Now he writes on this
subject and on the obstacles the
United States put in the way, and
suddenly exclaims: ‘“Have no
parliamentarians, trade union
leaders or industrialists the guts to
stand up for Britain ?” = And he
concludes vaguely: “The Gov-
ernment must be driven from
office and replaced by a Govern-
ment which will not allow Britain
to be destroyed by the war maniacs
of the U.S.”

vi.

A Government ?

Government ?

. The. vagueness is hardly acci-
dental. - Pollitt’s reference to a
“People’s” Government is no more
so. These phrases indicate the
first stages of a new C.P. turn.

THE THEORY

Stalin and Malenkov laid the
basis for this turn with a theory
and a directivé developed at the
recent Moscow Congress. A war
among the capitalist nations is
more likely than a war of capital-
ism united against the Soviet Bloc.
Consequently, it is possible to win
over the capitalist class of some
countries  (specifically  Britain,
France, Germany and Japan) to a
peace alliante. - That is the theory.

The directive is that the:“Peace
Movements” undertaken by the

How is it to differ from-a Labour

‘Communist Parties throughout the

world must not have socialism as
their objective. Obviously, if a
capitalist class is to be won for
a “peace alliance” with the Soviet
Bloc, it must be reassured that this
will not aid socialis?‘l in their
country. Stalin is willing to give
such an assurance in his latest
diplomatic manoeuvre. _ Pollitt
and the British C.P. merely carry
out this directive in Britain.

LABOUR WANTS SOCIALISM

1 do not think the “People’s”
Government line of the C.P. is
going to make much headway in
the Labour Party. As the ranks

- showed in Morecambe, they are

in no mood for compromises with
capitalism and recognise its hide-
ous nature only too well, particu-
larly after twelve months of
Churchill.

Labour’s ranks know that only '

a SOCIALIST Britain can main-
tain the peace, and only a LAB-
OUR Government can lead on to
Socialism. We shall take nothing
less—and certainly no counterfeit
“People’s” Government which is
but another name for coalition and
compromise with the parties of
capitalism.

Shop Taliss on Socialism

E had just got back from
the> Canteen trolley and were
sitting on the bench drink-
ing tea and munching some’ ‘snap’.

Young Andy, balancing half a
cheese roll carefully on the edge
of a vice, turned to the rest of
us. “Hey, listen to this! It
says here,” pointing to his paper,
“Mr. David Gammans, Assistant
Postmaster General said at East-
bourne_ yesterday ‘this country is
kept going by a few thousand
people —the top industrialists,
trade union leaders, a handful of
civil servants, professional men,
scientists -and politicians’.”

Two- or three guffaws and some
expressions neither favourable to
Mr. -Gammans (nor printable!),
was the immediate response—but
Horace, who rather prides himself
on seeing the other fellow’s point
of view, shook us more than some-
what. “Well, he’s right there any-
way” he said, “We’ve got to have
Employers, and we’ve got to have
politicians. We’d certainly be in
a two-and-eight without ’em. Ask
Charlie, he’s a politician.”

Charlie is verv active in our
Labour Party and was our dele-
gate to Morecambe. He looked
sadly at Horace. “You know,
Horace, you've got me all wrong.

I'm not a politician.” He winked
at the rest of us. “I'm just one
of Hugh Gaitskell’s ‘unthinking

mob’. I'm led by the nose by a
bunch of frustrated journalists,
and if I don’t shut my gob I won’t
get any- money.”

the penny dropped, then muttered
- “can’t you discuss anything with-
out making personal attacks. You
haven’t answered the question”.

. “Seriously,r Horace,”  said
Charlie, “Gammans’ statement re-
minds me of the Witch-Doctors
who kidded the tribes that every-
thing depended on the Medicine
Men and their magic”. . Horace
snorted. “But this Mr, Gammans
is an educated man, he’s not a
savage, nor a witch doctor.”

Charlie looked patient. “I
didn’t say he was.
minded me of one. - The witch
doctor says the 500 or so in the
tribe depend on him and the Chief.
Gammans says that 50 million
people in Britain depend on a few
thousand people at the top—so-
called ‘leaders’. It’s only a differ-
ence of figures. A lot of our
Trade Union leaders want us to
believe the same sort of thing.”

Horace looked scornful. = “As
nsual Charlie, you reckon you’re
cleverer than everybody -else; but
~vou're still oily working for your

- Horace looked a bit blank till

I said he re- = -

living.
job if the people-at the top didn’t
keep things running.”

“Alright Horace, lets see who
counts most in keeping things
running. Would we all be out
of a job if all these so-called im-
portant people went to the South
of France for the winter ? ”

“Well—"” began Horace care-
fully. - But young Andy cut in
quick as lightning. “The b....s
do that anyway,” he said.

“Exactly,” continued Charlie,_
“but production goes on just the
same. But suppose that. we and
the miners, and the bus and lorry
drivers all decided to.do the same
and join them.” “We couldn’t

says Horace triumphantly, “not on

our wages”.

“I know that,” continues Charlie,
“but suppose we could. Would
the country keep going if we all
went 7.’ )

“No,” . admitted Horace, “I
reckon. it’d be at a standstill”.

“That’s right,” ‘'went on Charlie,
“Now what’d happen .if all our
Trade Union Officials got phle-
bitis at the same time, or died,
or just got fed up and resigned—
would we fold our Union up ?”

“Course not,” responded Horace.

“We’d elect new ones, better ones
an’ all,” put in young Andy.
“We’d give you .a job then,
Charlie. I reckon you’d make a
good replacement for Arthur
Deakin.”
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seem _so high and mighty that keep
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And youd be out of a

“Leaving personalities out of

_it, Andy, you're dead right” said .
Charlie. “We’d replace 'them from
And that’s the whole °

the ranks.
It’s not these people who

us going. It's you Horace, and
Andy here, and me, and the
millions of other working men
and women who keep them going,
and very comfortably too. With-

- out us they couldn’t make a match-

box. They couldn’t even pass a
law if we weren’t Here to carry
it eut.”

Horace looked worried. “You
mean this Gammans bloke has got
it round the wrong way. It’s the
workers who are the really im-
portant people ? ™

“That’s right,” said Charlie as

- the bell for end of tea break rang.

“Some of the top people may be
useful for some things, or they
may be useless, But the workers
are INDISPENSABLE.”

Horaces eyes shone with the
light of his new-found importance.
“Do you know what I'm going to
do Charlie?’ ‘Pm going to write
to Gammans and tell him how
wrong he is.” .

Charlie bent down and pressed
the starter button on his lathe.
He raised his voice above the
noise of the starting motors. “If
you do, .remember he won’t even
get the letter unless one. of his

325,000 ‘useless’ postmen deliver .
_ it to him™.
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