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By ALAN BENJAMIN

MANAGUA—A(fter the 60-day cease-fire
agreement between the Sandinista govern-
ment and the contras was signed in the
border town of Sapod last March 23, the
CIA-funded daily La Prensa and the right-
wing internal opposition bloc of 14
political parties were quick to hail the

The pro-contra internal front pointed out
that the Sandinistas were forced to make
concessions which gave the contras their
main objective—keeping their troops armed
in the field while at the same time allowing
contra representatives to enter political
talks with the Sandinistas and the internal
political opposition.

Prior to the Sapod agreement, the
Sandinistas had vowed they would not talk
to the contras or allow them to return to
Nicaragua until they had put down all their
weapons and agreed to end their dirty war
against the Nicaraguan people.

The new accord, however, allows the
contras—arms in hand—to press the San-
dinistas for political concessions in the
framework of a "national dialogue"
scheduled to begin April 6.

"If the Nicaraguan Resistance [i.e.,

- contras] does not feel the Sandinistas have
met the demands for democratization
stipulated in the Esquipulas II Accords,"
contra leader Adolfo Calero told La Prensa,
"the Sapoi agreement will be nullified and
we will be ready to fight again. If they do
comply, then we have won our goal of
democratizing Nicaragua.”

The contras’ chief military negotiator
with the Sandinistas, Comandante Fer-
nando, put it similarly: "We are not going
to lay down our arms until Nicaragua has a
democracy. The Nicaraguan people don't

(continued on page 13) The response to U.S.troops in Honduras was swift: March 26 in San Francisco

Nicaragua cease-fire:
Is the war really over?

Israel’s isolation increases
as Palestinian revolt grows

By RALPH SCHOENMAN

On his arrival in Washington to meet
Secretary of State George Shultz last
month, Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir
characterized the Palestinian uprising as “a
war against the existence of the state of
Israel.”

Within a week of this declaration, the
Israeli government admitted to the arrest of
2000 people, bringing the acknowledged
total to 4000. The real figure is far higher.

A Palestinian professor informed me by
telephone from Amman, Jordan, that the
number detained by the weekend of March
27 had exceeded 13,000.

Nablus Mayor Bassam Shaka’a placed the
total held solely in a hastily constructed
barbed-wire encampment at Dahariah at
10,000. Israeli lawyer Leah Tsemel
informed the Los Angeles Times “that at
least seven new detention centers have been

connection with the unrest.”

The Israeli onslaught has been savage.

set aside for Palestinians picked up in Met wherever they go by an outpouring of
masses of protesting villagers, Istaeli army

(continued on page 11)
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Antiwar mmht
must not be
demobilized

By CARL FINAMORE

In mid-March, a Nicaraguan military
offensive captured the world's attention. In
a matter of hours, the U.S.-funded contras
were in total retreat. Less than 2000 Sandi-
nista troops sent the main complement of -
mercenary forces inside Nicaragua running
back to Honduras.

"It was like the battle of Bull Run," said
a congressional source. "The contras just
broke and ran in disarray.”

It's not that the contras didn't have
supplies. They were stocked with guns,
ammunition, mortars, and even Redeye
missiles. "They just didn't have the will," a
congressional defense expert told
Newsweek.

It was another devastating political
setback for the contras, who hadn't yet
recovered from the damage caused by the
Iran/Contragate scandal. The defeat of two
back-to-back aid requests promoted by
Democratic and Republican leaders in
Congress only served to spotlight their
problems.

The U.S. airlifts troops

Suddenly, on March 16, the United
States airlifted 3200 troops into Honduras
to stop "the invasion of Honduras by
Sandinista troops.” Major press reports
openly described the airlift as a transparent
attempt to gain support for contra aid and
to divert attention from the federal grand
jury indictments of Lt. Col. Oliver North
and other Contragate figures.

Other commentators predicted that the
U.S. troops would "come back in their
skivvies," leaving behind millions of

(continued on page 3)




Fight back!

Let’s care for all our children!

By SYLVIA WEINSTEIN

There is a major crisis in this
country! A crisis borne by the
children of this country every day
of their young lives. It is the
crisis of childcare.

There are now 10.5 million
children under the age of six who
are cared for by people other than
their parents. By 1996, two-thirds
of all pre-school children and four
out of five school children will
have both parents in the work
force.

The vast majority of these
children are cared for by under-
paid, overworked, ill-prepared
caretakers in private homes—
which often are fearfully
inadequate and unsafe facilities.
There are not enough investi-
gators to cover even the licensed
daycare homes, let alone the
unlicensed ones. What care there
is is expensive and takes a large
chunk out of the parents’ income.

We have been assaulted with
assorted "childcare plans." Cor-

private homecare, group co-op
childcare, and so on. All of these
forms of childcare will not
provide quality childcare. In fact,
there are numerous studies which
have shown that these are usually
cheap,” Kentucky-fried children"
childcare.

At the present time, there is a
childcare measure being nursed
through Congress which would
provide $2.5 billion toward
programs that already exist. This
miserly-stingy bill is called the
Act for Better Child Care (ABC).

This bill would start up a
national infrastructure for daycare
based on what the states are
already doing. Of the money, 75
percent would be targeted to help
moderate and low-income fam-
ilies pay for childcare. Another
15 percent would go to training
providers, setting up standards,
and trying to keep people in the
profession. The final 10 percent
would go to administrative costs.

Star Wars' cost

Although I support the ABC
bill, I'd like to point out that

$2.5 billion dollars is just a spit

in the ocean as far as the needs of
parents and children are con-
cerned. Let's just look and see
what the government is willing
to waste on its "Star Wars
Program..."

In a letter to the syndicated
columnist Ann Landers, a reader
wrote in to explain what a
trillion dollars really repre-
sents. He says:"If you were to
count a trillion $1 dollar bills,
one per second, 24 hours a dayj, it

ﬁ_____—.’
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needs of each child.
We should simply lower the
school age of all children, re-

And he goes on: "Or to put it
differently, it has been figured
that with $1 trillion you could
buy a $100,000 house for every
family in Kansas, Missouri,
Nebraska, Oklahoma and Iowa.
Then you could put a $10,000 car
in each one of those houses.

"There would be enough left to
build 10 million-dollar libraries
and 10 million-dollar hospitals
for 250 cities in those states.
There would be enough left over
to build 10 million-dollar schools
for S00 communities."

But there is more: "And there
would still be enough left to put

inside the public-school system,
with early childhood develop-
mental programs geared to the
alone, pay 10,000 nurses and
teachers, plus give a $5000
bonus for every family in those
states.”

He concludes, "Worth noting:
President Reagan's fanciful
Strategic Defense Initiative, the
Star Wars anti-missile scheme,
carries a price tag of $3 trillion."

Public schools
Now you know why $2.5

billion for child-care is a spit in
the ocean. We know what is

gardless of their parents income,
to two years of age.

We already have the public-
school system upon which to
build an excellent program for
first-class educational childcare to
meet the needs of all parents and
all of our children. And a
childcare program was developed
by the American Federation of
Teachers back in 1974,

We have the teachers, many of
them unable to work at their
profession and forced to become
clerks and office workers because
this government (which includes
both political parties) refuses to
spend the money for adequately
educating our children.

What we need to do—parents,
teachers, labor, and students—is
to demand that the government
scrap the "Star Wars" plan—
along with the entire military
budget—and use that money for
human needs.

This will take a massive
movement. But we have the
numbers and the ability to do just
this. In the past, we were able to
fight and win public schools,
unemployment insurance, social
security, trade-union rights, and
women's suffrage. We were able
to end child labor in the mines,
mills, and sweat shops of this
land; end Southern Jim Crow
Laws; and were even able to stop
the Vietnam War.

So it can be done. If the human
race is to endure, we must fight
for all our children and all our

porate childcare, family-day

would take 32 years."

in the bank and, from the interest

really needed. Childcare should be

children's children. -]

By RICK MITTS

Several meetings have taken place in
recent weeks at the University of
Cincinnati protesting the school admini-
stration’s severe restrictions on demons-
trations and other political activities on
campus.

On Feb. 25, Students for Socialist
Action sponsored an open forum titled
“Free Speech at the University of
Cincinnati.” We reprint below excerpts
from a speech that Socialist Action
member Rick Mitts gave to the forum.

The schools and universities are com-
. munity resources and should be open to all
points of view. However, while great
empbhasis is placed on teaching skills that
will satisfy the needs of employers, very
little effort is made to develop informed,
critical-minded citizens.

Everyone is taught two things about this
society which are drilled into our heads
throughout high school. One is that the
profit system, euphemisticaly dubbed "free
enterprise,” is the best and highest form of
economic social organization. The second
is that the two-party system of the United
States is politically superior to all others.

What you're not taught, however, is how
to think critically.

‘Schools must be open
to every point of view’

I remember listening to a combination
football coach and government teacher (he
had a Marine-style haircut that I'll always
remember) fulminate against Karl Marx and
the Communist Manifesto.

I asked him during the discussion, since
the Communist Manifesto was obviously
so flawed and awful, if it wouldn't be good
for the class to read it themselves. Without
hesitating, this "teacher" instantly
demanded that I get on the floor and do 20
pushups as punishment for my apparent
impertinence.

Court upholds censorship

Since those days, students have become
less willing to submit to such summary
punishments for the crime of free thought.
And so, the courts have had to act as
bulwarks in defense of the controlled

environment inside the high schools. On .

Jan. 13, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that
public-school officials have broad powers
to censor school newspapers, plays, and
other "expressive activities."
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Students who escape high school without
having their minds sufficiently dulled and
trained to stay within the limits of safe
thinking are regarded as dangerous. They are
watched by the political police with
suspicion.

A particularly odious example of this is
an FBI program called the Library
Awareness Program. The way this works is
that college librarians are requested by the
FBI to report to it the names of students
who check out books by Karl Marx and
other radical writers. I don't know if those
who agree to do this dirty work get paid as
government informers or not.

The head of the FBI, William Sessions,
recently admitted that the agency had been
spying on the Committee In Solidarity
With the People of El Salvador (CISPES).

The New York-based Center for
Constitutional Rights, which exposed the
FBI "probe" into CISPES, says that
information it has uncovered through the
Freedom of Information Act reveals that the
investigation "covered hundreds of groups
and individuals who were engaged in
activities protected and encouraged by the
U.S. Constitution."

"The price of freedom"

The point of my remarks is simply that.

the exercise of democratic freedoms is a
threat to the tiny minority of people who
have the wealth and power in our society.
Since the days of the first American

. Revolution, they have acted accordingly.

The failure of the government to act on
the basis of the popular will on such issues
as putting an end to aid to the contras in
Nicaragua reflects the fact that the large
corporations control society through their
two-party political monopoly.

Throughout American history, only
social struggle has led to reforms, such as

extended voting rights. And only social
struggle will protect and advance our basic
rights today. One of the ideas of the French
Revolution (that the early American ruling
class felt compelled to suppress) is that the
price of freedom is eternal vigilance.

What should be considered at the
University of Cincinnati is the immediate
formation of a broad-based ad-hoc com-
mittee that can discuss and implement a
campaign to win a reversal of admini-
strative policies that violate First Amend-
ment rights. On that basis, the university
can move forward as a recognized bastion of
open, free, and critical thought. a
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By AMANDA CHAPMAN

SAN FRANCISCO—Seven major anti-
intervention protests in 11 days climaxed
here with a march and rally on March 26. It
was the country's largest demonstration
against the airlifting of U.S. troops to
Honduras.

Activists in the Bay Area's Mobilization

for Peace, Jobs and Justice are hopeful that

last month's strong outpouring of protest :

will continue—culminating in a mass
march and rally planned for April 30.

The March 26 event was part of a’

National Day of Emergency Protests to End

The U.S. War in Central America, which’

was organized around the demands: Bring
U.S. Troops Home from Honduras; End
U.S. Support for the Death Squad
Government in El Salvador; and No Contra
Aid.

Protesters assembled at the San Francisco
City Hall and marched past the U.S. Army
Presidio military base to a rally of about
8000 people on the nearby Marina Green.

Two of the speakers at the rally were co-
chairs of the Mobilization for Peace, Jobs
and Justice: Albert V. Lannon, president,
ILWU Local 6; and John George, a member
of the Alameda County Board of
Supervisors and the Bay Area Free South
Africa Movement.

The march was sponsored by three
national organizations, the Committee In
Solidarity with the People of El Salvador,
the Nicaragua Information Center, and the
Pledge of Resistance, in conjunction with
the major local coalition, the Mobilization
for Peace, Jobs and Justice.

Organizers of the March 26 demon-
stration, although enthusiastic about the
turnout, had originally expected more
people to participate. The press's praise of
the Nicaraguan cease-fire accord probably
lulled many potential protesters into
thinking that the war is ending.

Support for April 30

The Mobilization, however, will
continue to energetically build the April 30
march and rally, which has been planned
since December 1987. The demonstration
has been called around the demands: No
U.S. Intervention in Central America; End
U.S. Support for South African Apartheid;
Freeze and Reverse the Nuclear Arms Race;
and Jobs and Justice, Not War.

The march will go through San
Francisco's predominantly Hispanic neigh-
borhood, the Mission District, and will
have a lot of Afro-Latin musical groups,
dancers from the Carnaval Latino Festival,
and a large contingent of farmworkers
participating in the march.

A special train will bring protesters up
from San Jose. Busloads will come from

Momentum grows
for April 30 demo

Salt Lake City, and carpools are being
organized from San Diego and Sacramento.
New endorsements come in from peace,
"labor, and community groups every day.
The Northern California District Council of
the Service Employees International Union
recently endorsed and donated $500 to the

Mobilization.

The Mobilization has had regular
working-committee meetings to organize
fund-raising, publicity, logistics and re-
cruitment of volunteers as well as other
aspects of the Mobilization's work.

It's crucially important to build on the

Joe Ryan/Socialist Action

Over 8000 antiwar activists—mostly young people—demonstrated in San Fran- ’
cisco on March 26 to protest the presence of U.S. troops in Honduras.

KChicago
rejects Guard
in C. America

By GREG GIBBS

CHICAGO—BYy a two to one margin
(289,000 to 141,628), Chicago voters
passed a non-binding referendum
opposing the use of the Illinois
National Guard in Central America. The
referendum was initiated and organized
by the National Guard Out of Central
America Coalition, an alliance of local
peace, antiwar, and solidarity groups.

Aldermen Jesus Garcia and Danny Davis
sponsored the resolution in the Chicago
City Council, which led to the
referendum being on the ballot.

Six Illinois National Guard units have
been involved in road construction in
Honduras—ostensibly to ease travel to
markets for peasants, but also easing
travel for military vehicles. Illinois
Governor Jim Thompson sent the Guard
to Central America at Reagan's request.
Legally, the president is the ultimate
authority with regard to deployment of
the National Guard, which explains why
the federal government has given the
Illinois National Guard over $566
million in new equipment and arms—
not exactly the needs of a local militia.

Minnesota Governor Rudy Perpich,
who refused to send the Minnesota
National Guard to Central America (but
did send the Guard to Austin, Minn. to
break the P-9 strike against Hormel), is
currently in court challenging the
president's authority over the Guard.

The Chicago press virtually ignored
the issue, stressing the referendum's
advisory nature. The Chicago Sun-
Times ran a vicious editorial claiming
that—on this issue—people's advice
wasn't needed. As the 3200 American
GIs sent to Honduras can tell you:
people's advice on either this issue or
the issue of contra aid has never been
heeded by the bipartisan consensus for
war in Central America. ]

SPECIAL EVENTS THIS MONTH:

FANEUIL Hall Speak-Out:

End U.S. War in C. America
with: S. Brian Willson, John C.
Ryan, David MacMichael, and

other speakers
Sat. April 9, 1:00-4:00 p.m.
Sponsored by CASA, Veterans for
Peace, and others

Hear ERNEST MANDEL
‘The World Economy after the
Stock Market Crash’
Wed. April 13, 7:30 p.m.

New College of California

777 Valencia (bet. 18th & 19th Sts.)
Sponsored by Socialist Action and
New College of California

Workers' States, Permanent Revolution in

Socnahst Actlon East Coast

Educational Conference:

‘The Dynamics of World Revolution’
Three classes on Political Revolution in

the Developing Countries, and Prospects
for Socialism in the U.S.
Sat. April 23,12 p.m.—5p.m.
For more info, call: 617-497-0230

momentum against U.S. intervention that
has been built in the last week.
Unfortunately, U.S. imperialism still has
many options left—especially if the
antiwar movement believes that "peace is at
hand."

That is why the Mobilization has dis-
tributed over 100,000 leaflets, including
Spanish-language leaflets, and leaflets
addressing the concerns of the labor
movement, the homeless, and AIDS
patients. T-shirts and buttons have also
been produced to help raise money for the
demonstration and to build this important
march and rally. To contact the
Mobilization, telephone (415) 626-8053.

HEN An tiwar

(continued from page 1)

dollars of military supplies for the contras.

The military escalation prompted
immediate protests in 200 U.S. cities. The
largest emergency actions occurred in
Boston and San Francisco, where 7000
demonstrated in each city just three days
after the airlift of troops.

Nonetheless, the anti-intervention move-
ment was caught off guard. With few
exceptions, local protests were not very
large. There was no effective national coor-
dination because there was no nationally
authoritative coalition in existence.

Effects of Arias peace plan

A number of false assumptions
contributed to the demobilization of the
movement over the last several months.

First, many activists believed that an end
to the war was just around the corner.
Serious illusions exist in the Arias peace
plan. It is not generally recognized that
Costa Rican President Oscar Arias
continually places demands on the
Nicaraguan government which reflect contra
objectives.

Arias has, for example, demanded that the
Sandinistas separate control of the army
from the government. What government in
the world would tolerate such a suggestion?

Second, some major national anti-inter-
vention organizations further confused the
situation by relying on Democratic Party
liberals to bring peace to Central America.
Amazingly, several major national anti-
intervention organizations supported a
recent $30 million "humanitarian” contra-
aid package proposed by House Speaker
Jim Wright (D-Texas).

The lack of an authoritative coalition that
could call mass-based nationwide anti-
intervention protests makes the movement
more dependent on this dead-end strategy.

Cease-fire poses new challenge

The cease-fire agreement signed on March
23 between the government of Nicaragua
and the contras is a desperate move by the
Sandinistas to gain a respite from the
devastating impact of the U.S.-funded war.

But the terms of the truce continue in the
tradition of the Arias peace plan which,
itself, has been used to extract more con-
cessions from the Sandinistas. The contras
will, for example, be able to keep all their
weapons, be given safe haven inside
sections of Nicaragua, and be permitted to
receive "humanitarian” supplies all through
the 60-day truce period.

The contras will never voluntarily give
up their weapons because they realize that
the gains of the Nicaraguan Revolution can
not be reversed by talk alone.

In fact, the terms of the agreement are
extremely generous to the contras and pose
serious dangers to the Nicaraguan Revo-
lution. [See accompanying article by Alan
Benjamin on page 1.]

Nonetheless, Paul Reichler, a U.S.
lawyer and negotiator representing the
Nicaraguan government, called the
agreement "a virtual end to the war." This
theme was repeated in the capitalist press.
False euphoria can only create more
political confusion among anti-intervention
activists.

Effective anti-intervention protests can
only be organized if activists fully grasp
the nature of the "peace" maneuvers aimed
at reversing the social gains of the Nica-
raguan Revolution. The anti-intervention
movement should prepare itself for more
serious attacks against Nicaragua. ]
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Bay Area unions mobilize
fo protest scab steel mill

By JOE RYAN

PITTSBURG, Calif.—Shouting "scabs go home!" and
"we shall not be moved!" over 15,000 union members
marched to the main gate of the USX-POSCO steel plant
here on March 19 to protest the hiring of non-union
labor for a gigantic reconstruction project. The demon-
stration was the largest action ever in Contra Costa
County labor history.

USX-POSCO Industries is a joint venture between the
USX Steel Corp. and Pohang Steel of South Korea to
complete a $350 million modernization project on the
Pittsburg U.S. Steel mill—once the main employer in
this working-class city.

All the construction work is being done by the non-
union BE & K Construction Co.—an Alabama-based
outfit that pays its workers well below union scale.

Over the last decade, the building trades have been
increasingly pushed out of new construction projects by
non-union contractors, who now feel emboldened to
challenge this once-impregnable union stronghold. The
USX-POSCO project is the latest expression of this war

against workers.

The march was spearheaded by the Bay Area building
trades unions. Thousands of construction workers,
carpenters, painters, pipefitters, steamfitters, and electri-
cians also mobilized to demand an end to the conspiracy
of the South Korean Government and the USX Corp. to
break unions in Northern California.

The largest union contingent in the spirited march was
the International Longshoremen's and Warechousemen's
Union (ILWU), which mobilized over 5000 members
from ports up and down the West Coast, from Seattle to
San Diego.

At a rally held earlier, the assembled unionists heard
Democratic Party presidential hopeful Jesse Jackson give
a rousing pro-union speech.

Knowing the audience he was playing up to, Jackson
waxed demogogic and gave a good speech concerning the
need for American and foreign workers to support each
other against corporate greed, both locally and abroad.
But Jackson had nothing to say concretely about the
USX-POSCO project and he offered no concrete program
to turn his words into deeds. [ ]

¥
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By JOHN HALL

CINCINNATI—About 3000 people ral-
lied here on Feb. 27 to support workers on
strike against the General Electric Aircraft
Engine Plant in Evendale, Ohio, a nearby
suburb. Dan Radford, executive secretary-

‘Divide and
conquer’

The 102-day national strike in
1969-1970 gave birth to coordinated
bargaining by all the 13 national un-
ions within GE. Since that time, the
company has been out to break this
united approach that concentrates the
full force of the unions against the em-
ployer.

On Feb. 18, members of the Interna-
tional Union of Electrical Workers
(IUE) at six GE motor plants voted to
accept an agreement that will cut wag-
es by $1.20 per hour over two years
and prohibit any cost-of-living in-
creases until Dec. 1990.

The agreement will exclude motor-
division workers from any general in-
creases that may be negotiated in the
national contract talks. An "open sca-
son” has now begun in which GE will
try to "pick off" other divisions one
by one in order to destroy any possi-
bility of a strong, united resistance by
all 13 unions involved in the national
negotiations.

GE was able to obtain takebacks
from the motor-division workers after
the company announced that two
plants will be closed down. GE then
threatened further closings unless con-
cessions were obtained. The "take cuts
or lose jobs" threat will now be used
to get wage cuts and work-rule changes
in all the divisions. |

Unionists

rally to

support GE strikers

treasurer of the Cincinnati AFL-CIO Labor
Council, called the event the largest labor
rally in Cincinnati's history.

The strike began on Feb. 16 when 6700
members of United Auto Workers (UAW)
Local 647 and International Association of
Machinists (IAM) Local 912 walked out
over job reclassifications and subcontract-
ing out of union work.

Before the day was over, an injunction
was granted limiting picketing at plant
gates to no more than four people. GE and
the big-business-controlled courts want to
make sure that the thousands of people in
the community who support the strikers do
not also show up unexpectedly at the plant
gates.

The immediate cause of the strike was a
major reclassification plan that GE insisted
be implemented on Feb. 22. This plan
would reduce 84 separate job classifications
to 32 and would go into effect four months
before the UAW and IAM contracts expire.

This major reorganization of work in the
plant is necessary "to ensure its [GE's]
competitiveness in the years immediately
ahead," states George Krall, GE vice
president and general manager of the
Evendale Production Division.

But GE already produces the majority of
jet engines worldwide, and its Aircraft
Engine Group (of which the Evendale plant
is a part) was 15 percent more profitable in
1987 than in 1986.

GE Spokesman Ron Hess said there
would not be any layoffs because of job

- consolidation. "Nobody is going to be laid

off," he promised. "There will be job
reductions, but that will be handled through
attrition." :

Despite the company's claims, the
workers see GE's plan as a threat to their
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job security. One of the signs at the rally
read: "GE Brings Layoffs To Life."

First, nothing is said about the 325
union members already layed off in January
of this year. Second, on Aug. 17, 1987, the
company admitted to the union that there

would be a 10 percent reduction in the

workforce as a result of job combinations.

At the rally, John Angrela, president of
Local 571 of the Sheet Metal Workers in
Cicero, Ill., addressed this issue. He said
that in the last 10 years GE has closed 20
plants and laid off 125,000 workers. He
added that these plant closings and layoffs
were directly related to job reclassifications.

Also at the rally, Kevin Mahan, president
of Local 201 of the International Union of
Electrical Workers in Lynn, Mass., said his
local struck for a month over similar issues
last year. No wonder GE does not want to
negotiate the job-reclassification plan
during this year's national contract talks! W

By KATHLEEN O'NAN

TORRANCE, Calif.—On March 15,
a pick-up truck hit two strikers on the
picket line at the Mobil Oil refinery
here, critically injuring one. The driver
of the truck was an off-duty security
guard who had been hired to protect the
gates from picketers during the strike.

Juan Canizales was thrown onto the
hood and through the windshield of the
speeding truck, sustaining severe head
trauma. He remains on the critical list
and is in and out of a coma. The other
striker who was hit, Evert Jenkins,
sustained injuries to both legs and one
hand, but was released from the hospital
that day.

An off-duty police officer saw the
driver, Onna Brown, hit Canizales and
Jenkins. He chased Brown at high speed
with a drawn gun for more than a mile
and had to radio for assistance before
Brown stopped. But Brown was not
charged with fleeing from the scene of a
crime, with resisting arrest, or with
attempted murder.

Steve Sullivan, president of the Oil,
Chemical, & Atomic Workers (OCAW)
Local 1-547, to which the strikers

Mobil goons injure strikers

belong, said, "There have been many
other strikers hit by cars during this
strike. We have filed police reports on
five of the most serious injuries,
including on the 14-year-old son of one
of our people. The police refuse to
protect us."

"It is a sad day," he continued, when
union members who are out there
fighting for their families are treated
more harshly by the megabuck oil
industry than are hit-and-run drivers who
try to mow down our picket lines."

The OCAW strike began on Feb. 3
after the union refused to accept Mobil's
proposal to change console-operator
jobs to supervisory jobs.

"The head operator is the last
remaining buffer between the profit
demands of management and the safety
concerns of workers," Sullivan says.
The company has refused to negotiate
with the union unless their proposal is
dccepted. A

The workers have good reason for
their safety concerns. An explosion and
fire rocked the refinery on Nov. 24. An
investigation of the causes still has not
been released to the union or to the

public. - ]




S.F. budget deficit ‘crisis’:
Pretext to attack unions

S.F. mayor Art Agnos tells union
members they have to ‘bite the bullet’
to solve budget crisis...

By JOE RYAN

San Francisco city-workers unions are
being attacked by their purported "friend,"
newly-elected Mayor Art Agnos. One
month after taking office, Democrat Agnos
announced that the city faces a $172-
million budget deficit in the 1988-1989
fiscal year.

The deficit, described as the worst budget
crisis in San Francisco's history, is being
used to launch an attack on the living
standards of all local working people.
Those specifically targetted are San
Francisco's 26,000 city workers.

Agnos, who was elected on a promise to
"make the city affordable for working
people,” is leading this attack.

His proposals for balancing the budget
are Draconian. They include: a minimum of
2500 layoffs for city workers, a wage
freeze, a shorter workweek with a
commensurate loss in pay, forced early
retirements, and cutbacks in all city-
services departments.

His "affordable” ideas for generating new
revenues for the city include: raising MUNI
(bus) fares from 75 cents to one dollar,
increasing the toll on the Golden Gate
Bridge to $5, and charging higher entrance
fees for the zoo, swimming pools, and
other facilities.

How has all this come to pass in a city
that only two years ago bragged about a
$152-million budget surplus? Agnos has a
ready-made answer: he blames the workers.
He says that the city's income has decreased
because of lower property-tax revenues and
cutbacks in federal subsidies combined with
the increase in the number of city workers
and their higher wages.

Agnos added that one item contributing
to the crisis is a $40-million settlement
won by the unions against the city because

they underpaid city workers for over two
years.

Big business's proposals

The corporations certainly have their
proposals for trimming the deficit. And
their starting point is identical to that of
Mayor Agnos. As BankAmerica Corp.
Chairman A.W. (Tom) Clausen stated in a
San Francisco Chronicle survey, "Business
should not receive the brunt of covering the
deficit gap."

Clausen added that what is essential is
the creation of "a business climate to attract
new businesses, as well as keep the ones
that are here." This is the traditional
capitalist code language for "get rid of the
unions."

Some of the other "enlightened” pro-
posals advanced by the ruling rich include:

» Rescinding a comparable-worth agree-
ment for women and minority city workers.
e Eliminating many MUNI bus routes.

» Stopping the practice of paying workers
for accumulated sickness and vacation
benefits when they retire.

« Removing the city's pension costs from
the operating budget.

» Raising property taxes.

» Increasing the local sales tax.

Conspicuously absent from all these
proposals, of course, is the idea of taxing
the rich minority to pay for the human
needs of the working majority.

.. but a member of the union negotting comittee di

Consequently, in a city with over 6000
homeless persons haunting the streets, a
spreading AIDS crisis that is second only
to New York City's, and some of the
highest apartment rents in the nation,
working people are faced with a further
erosion of already deteriorating living
conditions.

Response of the unions

The response of the leadership of the
city-workers unions, which include Service
Employees International Union (SEIU)
locals 790, 660, and 535 and Hospital
Workers Local 250, has been less than
inspiring.

Agnos, endorsed in the election by these
unions, has sought the union bureaucracy's
collaboration in the austerity drive. Because
the bureaucrats are politically tied to his
coattails, Agnos knows they will be
reluctant to attack him. And so far, he's
been right.

Paul Varacalli, executive director of
Local 790 lauded the mayor, stating that
"no other mayor has asked labor to come in
and give advice." He said that the budget
summit meetings with the mayor mean
that "we want to be a cooperating partner."

In early March, Agnos was invited to
present his proposals to a mass union
meeting of all SEIU locals. Over 600
union members (the majority of whom
were women and minorities) listened with

o
sagrees with the proposals.

irritation and fear written on their faces, as
Agnos proposed layoffs, wage freezes, and
forced early retirements.

When he mentioned that he would ask
big business to make their "fair share” of
sacrifice, a moan punctuated by the word
"Bullshit!" rose from the audience. Whereas
his entrance to the union meeting was
greeted with friendly applause, his exit was
ushered by a chorus of boos.

On March 21, the mayor and the S.F.
Board of Supervisors voted ten to one to
put the wage-freeze proposals on the June
ballot. The unions, rebuffed by their so-
called "friends" in the Democratic Party, are
now fighting for their lives.

A phony issue

The "budget crisis” is being used by the
employers and their bipartisan represen-
tatives in City Hall as a pretext to attack
the unions, thereby driving down the living
standards of all Bay Area workers.

In the last analysis, Agnos wants to force
the older, more union-conscious, and higher
pay-scale city workers into early retirement.
This will set the stage for two-tier
agreements for new hires, less benefits, and
more part-time workers. In this respect, the
city bosses are no different from any other
employer—they want to drive down their
labor costs.

If the unions are to defeat this attack,
they will have to reach out to all working
people in San Francisco—who are being
asked to foot the bill for the so-called
budget crisis. If not, they will find
themselves defeated by a ballot initiative
that will cut their throats. After all, how
many times do you have to be punched in
the nose before you realize you're in a
fight? (]

By ROLAND SHEPPARD

Through court cases, Black

Defend Black firefighters!

states an intention to hire more
firefighters. It is now evident that
the city had no such intention
when it signed the decree since it

firefighters in San Francisco have
proved the fire department guilty
of a long-standing pattern of
racist practices in hiring and
promotion.

At the same time, the Black
firefighters charge, Local 798 of
the firefighters union has sided
with the city in upholding a
"witlte job trust." The union has
orposed an affirmative-action
consent decree, which would
establish quotas in promotion and
hiring. (See the article in the
March 1988 issue of Socialist
Action for more background
information.)

We reprint below portions of
Socialist Action member Roland
Sheppard’s testimony before the
fire department’s Human Relations
Committee on March 7, 1988.

If the Human Relations Com-
mittee had been doing its job,

there would be no need for the
present consent decree or for the
Black firefighters to go to court
to defend their rights. If the
firefighters union had been doing
its job, there would also be no
need for the present consent
decree.

The major responsibility of a
union is to unite and to defend all
workers in their common interests
and present a united front to the
employers.

Historically, unions have
needed the support of all working
people in order to organize.
Unions that did not defend the
rights of Black workers were
readily broken prior to the rise of
the CIO [in the mid-1930s]. A
divided working class only served
the interests of the employers.

The organization of basic
industry in this country was

accomplished by the CIO on the

basis of equal rights for all. And
through the course of struggle,
white workers learned that it was
not in their interest to act in a
racist manner. The CIO became a
social movement that defended all
workers (union and non-union)
and championed the rights of all
of the oppressed.

With the present budget prob-
lems, the only way for the city
workers and their unions to
prevent layoffs is to return to the
methods of the CIO and organize

" all workers in the city against all

cutbacks in city services.

It's in the interests of city
workers, and workers in general,
to maintain and expand services
that are needed by the vast
majority of the population that
can not afford these services—
such as transportation, housing,
education, etc.

Thirteen years ago, when there
last was a budget crisis, the city
singled out the firefighters and the
building-trades workers for the
initial cuts. They were singled out
because of the visible opposition
to affirmative action by the union
officials who were defending the
racist hiring practices of the city
officialdom.

Now, 13 years later, the fire-
fighters union is making the same
mistake. By opposing the consent
decree, they are defending their
employer—the heads of the fire
department—against the Black
firefighters.

Once again, they are isolating
themselves from the community,
and their reward from the city is
proposed cuts in jobs and wages
in the fire department. This self-
defeating policy must come to an
end.

In the consent decree, the city

has now come out for budget cuts
which go contrary to the consent
decree.

The firefighters union should
change its position and support
the decree and demand that the
promised 50 percent affirmative-
action hiring goals be carried out
by the city and its fire depart-
ment. The union should explain to
its membership why it's not in
their interest to tolerate any acts
of racism within the fire depart-
ment.

The union should go further and
join with the other city unions
who are trying to unite with the
communities to stop the budget
cuts. Such action would help to
eliminate institutionalized racism
from the fire department and
wherever racism raises its ugly
head. [}
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Civil-rights leader murdered 20 years ago

Why Martin Luther King

opposed the Vietham War

On April 4, 1968, Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr., was assassinated in Memphis,
Tenn. The great civil-rights leader was in
Memphis to build support for a sanitation
workers strike.

Many people believe—and rightfully
so—that Dr. King became "expendable” for
America’s rulers when he publicly opposed
the Vietnam War and began to lead strug-
gles for economic justice.

In commemoration of the 20th anni-
versary of the assassination of Dr. King,
we are reprinting an abridged version of a
speech he made exactly one year to the day
before he was killed. This speech was Dr.
King's first public condemnation of the
U.S. war in Vietnam and was presented at
Manhattan’s Riverside Church on April 4,
1967. It was titled: "Declaration of Inde-
pendence from the War in Vietnam."

Over the past two years, as I have moved
to break the betrayal of my own silences
and to speak from the burnings of my own
heart, as I have called for radical departures
from the destruction of Vietnam, many
persons have questioned me about the
wisdom of my path.

At the heart of their concerns, this query
has often loomed large and loud: Why are
you speaking about the war, Dr. King?
Why are you joining the voices of dissent?
Peace and civil rights don't mix, they say.
Aren't you hurting the cause of your
people, they ask. And when I hear them,
though I often understand the source of
their concern, I am nevertheless greatly
saddened, for such questions mean that the
inquirers have not really known me, my
commitment, or my calling. Indeed, their
questions suggest that they do not know
the world in which they live...

Since I am a preacher by trade, I suppose
it is not surprising that I have seven major
reasons for bringing Vietnam into the field
of my moral vision. There is at the outset a
very obvious and almost facile connection
between the war in Vietnam and the
struggle I, and others, have been waging in
America.

A few years ago, there was a shining
moment in that struggle. It seemed as if
there was a real promise of hope for the
poor—both Black and white—through the
Poverty Program. Then came the build-up
in Vietnam, and I watched the program
broken...as if it were some idle political
plaything of a society gone mad on war,
and I knew that America would never invest
the necessary funds or energies in
rehabilitation of its poor so long as Viet-
nam continued to draw men and skills and
money like some demonic, destructive
suction tube. So I was increasingly com-
pelled to see the war as an enemy of the
poor and to attack it as such.

Perhaps the more tragic recognition of
reality took place when it became clear to
me that the war was doing far more than
devastating the hopes of the poor at home.
It was sending their sons and their brothers
and their husbands to fight and die in
extraordinarily high proportions relative to
the rest of the population.

We were taking the young Black men
who had been crippled by our society and

Dr Martin Luther King, Jr.

January 15, 1929 - April 4, 1968

sending them 8000 miles away to guarantee
liberties in Southeast Asia which they had
not found in Southwest Georgia and East

Harlem. So we have been repeatedly faced :

with the cruel irony of watching Negro and
white boys on TV screens as they kill and
die together for a nation that has been
unable to seat them together in the same
schools. So we watch them in brutal
solidarity burning the huts of a poor
village, but we realize that they would

never live together on the same blbck in-
Detroit. I could not be silent in the face of -

such cruel manipulation of the poor.

My third reason grows out of my
experience in the ghettos of the North over
the last three years—especially the last
three summers. As I have walked among
the desperate, rejected, and angry young
men, I have told them that Molotov
cocktails and rifles would not solve their
problems. I have tried to offer them my
deepest compassion while maintaining my
conviction that social change comes most
meaningfully through non-violent action.

But, they asked, what about Vietnam?
They asked if our nation wasn't using
massive doses of violence to solve its
problems, to bring about the changes it
wanted. Their questions hit home, and I
knew that I could never again raise my
voice against the violence of the oppressed
in the ghettos without having first spoken
clearly to the greatest purveyor of violence
in the world today—my own government...

And as I ponder the madness of Vietnam,
my mind goes constantly to the people of
that peninsula. 1 speak now not of the
soldiers of each side, not of the junta in
Saigon, but simply of the people who have
been living under the curse of war for
almost three decades...

They watch as we poison their water, as
we kill a million acres of their crops. They
must weep as the bulldozers destroy their
precious trees. They wander into the
hospitals, with at least 20 casualties from
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American firepower for each Viet Cong-

inflicted injury. So far we may have killed |

a million of them—mostly children.

What do the peasants think as we ally
ourselves with the landlords and as we
refuse to put any action into our many
words concerning land reform? What do
they think as we test our latest weapons on
them, just as the Germans tested out new
medicine and new tortures in the con-
centration camps of Europe...

«-At this point, I should make it clear that
while I have tried here to give a voice to
the voiceless of Vietnam and to understand
the arguments of those who are called
enemy, I am as deeply concerned about our
own troops there as anything else. For it
occurs to me that what we are submitting
them to in Vietnam is not simply the
brutalizing process that goes on in any war

where armies face each other and seek to
destroy.

We are adding cynicism to the process of
death, for our troops must know after a
short period there that none of the things

. we claim to be fighting for are really in-

volved. Before long they must know that
their government has sent them into a
struggle among Vietnamese, and the most
sophisticated surely realize that we are on
the side of the wealthy and the secure while
we create a hell for the poor. Somehow this
madness must cease...

In 1957, a sensitive American official
overseas said that it seemed to him that our
nation was on the wrong side of a world
revolution. During the past 10 years we
have seen emerge a pattern of suppression
which now has justified the presence of
U.S. military "advisors" in Venezuela. The
need to maintain social stability for our
investments accounts for the counter-
revolutionary action of American forces in
Guatemala. It tells why American heli-
copters are being used against guerrillas in
Colombia and why American napalm and
green-beret forces have already been active
against rebels in Peru...

Increasingly, by choice or by accident,
this is the role our nation has taken—by
refusing to give up the privileges and the
pleasures that come from the immense
profits of overseas investment.

I am convinced that if we are to get on
the right side of the world revolution, we as
a nation must undergo a radical revolution
of values. When machines and computers,
profit and property rights are considered
more important than people, the giant
triplets of racism, materialism, and mili-
tarism are incapable of being conquered.

A true revolution of values will soon
cause us to question the fairness and justice
of many of our past and present policies.
True compassion is more than just flinging
acoin to a beggar... It comes to see that an
edifice which produces beggars needs
restructuring..,

These are revolutionary times. All over
the globe men are revolting against old
systems of exploitation and oppression, and

_out of the wombs of a frail world, new

systems of justice and equality are being
born. The shirtless and barefoot people of
the land are rising up as never before...
Now let us begin. Now let us re-dedicate
ourselves to the long and bitter—but
beautiful—struggle for a new world... The
choice is ours, and though we might prefer
it otherwise, we must choose in this crucial
moment of human history. ]

= Jackson

(continued from page 16)
block the united struggle of the exploited
and oppressed against their class enemy.

Jackson's real message

It's true enough that when Jesse Jackson
speaks before audiences which are largely
Black, worker, or farmer, he plays up to
their instinctive anti-capitalism. But on
national television, Jackson strains to
communicate an opposite message—his
real one.

He strains to convince the viewer of the
impossible: that he is a "statesman" who
will defend the interests of all Americans—
rich and poor, mortgagee and mortgagor,
landlord and tenant, employer and
employee.

Further, Jackson presents himself and his
fellow Democratic Party presidential candi-
dates as part of a team working together to
defeat Reaganism and advance the common
interests of "all the people.” And finally,
Jackson's message serves to bolster the
illusion that electoral action alone can
advance the interests of working people.

This goes against all experience. It was
the independent labor offensive at the
factory gates and in the streets in the 1930s
and 1940s that led to the greatest advances
for working people in history. It was the
independent mass civil-rights movement in
the streets of America that defeated Jim
Crow in the 1960s.

And it was independent action in the
streets by millions of anti-Vietnam War
protestors in the 1960s and 1970s that
helped force American imperialism to

| withdraw from Vietnam.

A genuine political representative of
workers, Blacks and other victims of
capitalism would follow a political policy
the exact opposite of Jesse Jackson's.
Genuine working-class political leaders
would utilize the electoral process to
educate and mobilize workers and their
allies for united mass action in their
common class interests against their class
enemy.

Independent political action and
the unions

Despite Jackson's pro-capitalist
orientation, his background as a prominent
Black participant in the civil-rights struggle
has guaranteed him a favorable hearing
from Blacks. He has built on this base with
a deceptive line of "anti-establishment”
demagogy designed to appeal to the most
oppressed and exploited victims of
capitalism—including workers facing plant
shutdowns and farmers facing foreclosure.

But the favorable response to the Jackson
campaign—although badly misplaced—
proves once again what a genuinely
independent working-class political
movement would accomplish.

A labor party based on the unions, and in
alliance with truly independent Black
leaders, has unlimited potential for
fundamental change. Moreover, there is an
existing infrastructure for a mass workers'
political movement in the form of local and
regional labor organizations in virtually
every town and city in the nation.

Such a union-based, independent political
organization, with a clear class-struggle
message, would swiftly and far more
effectively inspire a potentially irresistible
movement against capitalist exploitation
and social injustice. ]



By RALPH SCHOENMAN

In May 1948, nearly 40 years ago, the
settler-colonial state of Israel was esta-
blished through the expulsion of the Pa-
lestinian people from their homeland.
Through sustained massacres, the Palestin-
ians were dispersed in the neighboring
Arab states, where they were consigned to
refugee camps.

Twenty years after the establishment of
the Israeli state, the Palestinian resistance
movement formulated its demand for self-
determination in the call for the replace-
ment of the Israeli state with an indepen-
dent, unitary Palestine.

In 1968, the leadership wing of the Pal-
estine Liberation Organization, Fateh, set
forth the program for the establishment of
a "democratic, secular Palestine." This slo-
gan called for the dismantling of the Zion-
ist Israeli state and the establishment of a
new state in Palestine in which Jews,
Christians, and Arabs would live as equals
without discrimination.

What was notable about this brave pro-
posal was that (1) it categorically rejected
any accommodation with or recognition of
the Zionist state; and (2) it rejected the
proposal for a Palestinian "mini-state" on
the West Bank and Gaza.

P.L.O. Chairman Y asir Arafat described
his proposal as follows in a remarkable bi-
ography written by journalist Alan Hart:

"We were saying 'no’ to the Zionist
state, but we were saying 'yes' to the Jew-
ish people of Palestine. To them we were
saying, 'You are welcome to live in our
land, but on one condition—You must be
prepared to live among us as equals, not as
dominators.'

“I myself have always said that there is
only one guarantee for the safety and se-
curity of the jewish people in Palestine—
and that is the friendship of the Arabs
among whom they live.” (quoted in “Ara-
fat: Terrorist or Peacemaker,” Sidgwick
and Jackson, 1985, p. 275)

"'Yes' to Jewish people”

A document submitted by Arafat's Fateh
organization to the Second World Con-
gress on Palestine in September 1970
spells out the profile of a democratic and
secular Palestine even more clearly. The
1970 Fateh document states:

"Pre-1948 Palestine—as defined during
the British mandate—is the territory to be
liberated... It should be quite obvious at
this stage that the new Palestine discussed
here is not the occupied West Bank or the
Gaza Strip or both. These are areas occu-
pied by the Israelis since June 1967. The
homeland of the Palestinians usurped and
colonized in 1948 is no less dear or impor-
tant than the part occupied in 1967.

"Besides, the very existence of the racist
oppressor state of Israel, based on the ex-
pulsion and forced exile of part of its citi-
zens, even from one tiny village, is unac-
ceptable to the revolution. Any arrange-
ment accommodating the aggressor settler-
state is unacceptable...

"All the Jews, Moslems, and Christians
living in Palestine or forcibly exiled from
it will have the right to Palestinian citi-
zenship... This means that all Jewish Pa-
lestinians—at the present Israelis—have
the same rights provided, of course, that
they reject Zionist racist chauvinism and

Ralph Schoenman is the executive
director of the Campaign to End All Aid to
IsraellFor A Democratic Secular Palestine,
which sponsored the ad which appeared in
the March 13, 1988, New York Times.

[See page 11.]

fully agree to live as Palestinians in the
new Palestine...It is the belief of the revo-
lution that the majority of the present Is-
raeli Jews will change their attitudes and
will subscribe to the new Palestine, espe-
cially after the oligarchic state machinery,
economy, and military establishment are
destroyed.”

Role of Soviet bureaucracy

The Soviet bureaucracy reacted sharply
to Fateh's attempt to transform the P.L.O.
into a revolutionary movement with a pro-
gram and strategy aimed at mobilizing the
masses and winning them for a revolution-
ary transformation of a settler regime.

According to Alan Hart, whose biogra-
phy of Arafat was “written in cooperation
with Yasir Arafat and the top leadership of
the P.L.O.,” the Soviet leaders told Arafat
that they were fully committed to the exis-
tence of the state of Israel and that they
had not the slightest intention of support-
ing or encouraging Palestinian militance

_or military capacity. (ibid., p. 279)

Two of Fateh's principal leaders, Khalid
al Hassan and Abu Jihad, went to Moscow
to explain Fateh's program. They left
Moscow, to cite Khalid al Hassan, "With
the clear impression that the Palestinians

would not receive Soviet support for their
cause until they were ready to accept Is-
rael’s existence inside the borders as they
were on the eve of the [June 1967] Six
Day War." (ibid., p. 277)

"Because we were ourselves beginning
to be educated about the reality of interna-
tional politics," reflects Hani al Hassan,
Khalid's brother, "we realized that we
couldn’t expect to advance our cause with-
out the support of at least one of two su-
perpowers. We had knocked on the door of
the United States and its Western allies
and we had received no answer, so we
wanted to try with the Soviets. We had no
choice." (ibid., p. 278)

Retreat to "mini-state” position

Fateh's leaders soon lost all confidence
in the possibility of sustaining the politi-
cal program which they had once pro-
claimed—that of a democratic and secular
Palestine for which they had planned to
struggle by mobilizing the Palestinian and
Jewish masses.

In February 1974, a P.L.O. working pa-
per was formulated which retreated from
this program. The paper proposed "To es-
tablish a national authority on any lands
that can be wrested from Zionist occupa-

tion."” (ibid., p. 379)

Arafat and the majority of his Fateh col-
leagues were now committed to working
for a negotiated "settlement" which re-
quired the Palestinian people to accept the
loss "for all time" of 70 percent of their
original homeland in exchange for a
"mini-state” on the West Bank and Gaza.

Arafat openly acknowledged that the en-
tire Palestinian people were opposed to
this policy. Alan Hart writes:

"Arafat and most of his senior col-
leagues in the leadership knew they needed
time to sell it to the rank and file of the
liberation movement. If, in 1974, Arafat
and his colleagues had openly admitted the
true extent of the compromise they were
prepared to make, they would have been
repudiated and rejected by an easy majority
of the Palestinians.” (emphasis added;
ibid., p. 379)

Concealing secret diplomacy

Arafat was now embarked upon a course
in which he could not tell the truth to his
own people about the political line which
he and his colleagues had taken. The words
are those of Yasir Arafat:

"Our tragedy at the time was that the
world refused to understand there were two
aspects, two sides, to the question of what
was possible. First, there was the question
of what it was possible for the Palestin-
ians to achieve in practical terms—given
the fact that the iwo (emphasis added) su-
perpowers were committed to Israel's exis-
tence...

"But there was also the question of what
it was possible for the Palestinian leader-
ship to persuade its people to accept.
When a people is claiming the return of
100 percent of its land, it's not so easy for
leadership to say, 'No, you can take only
30 percent.™ (ibid.)

The disparity between the public posture
and the private practice became the touch-
stone of P.L.O. political practice in this
period, with considerable confusion and
demoralization among the masses arising
from it. Arafat is frank about this:

"You say to me and you are right, that
our public position on the compromise we
were prepared to make was ambiguous for
many years while we were educating our
people about the need for compromise.
But I must also tell you that our real posi-
tion was always known to the govern-
ments of the world, including the govern-
ment of Israel.

"How? From 1974, even from the end
of 1973, certain of our people were offi-
cially authorized to maintain secret con-
tacts with Israelis and with important peo-
ple in the West. Their responsibility was
to say in secret what at the time we could
not say in public.” (emphasis added, ibid.)

Isolating the P.L.O. "left"

This clandestine policy was carried out
for five years, from 1974 to 1979, with
neither awareness nor endorsement by the
elected members of the Palestine National
Council. It required diplomatic maneuver-
ing and lobbying.

It also required, to quote Alan Hart,
"out-maneuvering and outwitting those [in
the P.L.O. "left"] who were opposed to
the 'mini-state.™ Hart explains:

"If he had been put to the test of actual
negotiations by Israel between 1974 and
1979...Arafat could not have delivered
peace on the basis of the 'mini-state’ for-
mula without splitting the P.L.O." (ibid.)

But inducing the "left" to acquiesce
proved to be like pushing on an open
door. And by the time of the 1979 Pales-

(cantinued on page 8)
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... Democratic-Secular Palestine

(continued from page 7)

tine National Congress, George Habash
and the Popular Front for the Liberation of
Palestine (PFLP) had endorsed the "mini-
state” plan. Indeed, by 1979, all compo-
nents of the P.L.O. had adopted the call
for a “mini-state” on the West Bank and
Gaza.

From 1974 on, all wings of the P.L.O.
demonstrated they were incapable of for-
mulating a strategy independent of the rot-
ten capitalist regimes of the region. The
P.L.O. leaders at one moment curried fa-
vor with imperialism and its agents, the
country-selling regimes of the Arab East,
and at another indulged in random acts of
force. Each course was designed, misguid-
edly, to induce imperialism into endorsing
the establishment of a Palestinian "mini-
state.”

Indecent exceptionalism

There are over five million settlers of
European origin in South Africa. The Af-
rikaaner population and those of British
descent have lived in South Africa for
.many generations. Yet very few people,
let alone those purporting to be advocates
of self-determination for Blacks in South
Africa, propose two states—a European
white settler state with guaranteed security
alongside a demilitarized African state.

If this is understood in the case of South
Africa, why this indecent exceptionalism
when it comes to Israel?

Those who would foist upon the Pales-
tinian people the demand that they recog-
nize an apartheid state—which they must
do in exchange for a "mini-state” on the
West Bank—know full well that the na-
tional rights of a colonized people do not
extend to their colonizers.

In reality, the supporters of Palestinian
human rights who urge acceptance and rec-
ognition of the Israeli state are, however
disguised, acting as lawyers for the coloni-
al state in Palestine. Their advocacy carries
the pseudo-left cover of self-determination
for "both" people, but this specious em-
ployment of the principle of self-
determination translates into a covert call
for amnesty for Israel.

Many so-called realists argue that Pales-
tinian acknowledgment of the "right" of
apartheid Israel to exist will hasten the day
when a Palestinian state would be permit-
ted by the Zionists to come into being.
But this rationalization does not carry
much conviction. The Zionists do not de-
pend upon verbal acceptance for their state,
but upon armed force.

For Palestinians to accept, recognize,
and thereby legitimize the murderous con-
quest of their land would merely permit
the Zionists to contend that 40 years of in-
transigence on the part of the oppressed are
responsible for their suffering. It would
sanction the claim that Israel was a legiti-

T

‘Recognition of the Israeli state
would invalidate retroactively the
right of resistance of the
oppressed [Palestinians].’

enclosed by Israel on one side and Jordan
on the other. No military supplies or forc-
es could reach it without passing through
Israel or Jordan.

"The foreign policy of such a mini-state
would be dominated by its links to the Is-
raeli economy and by its national-security
realities. In the event of a war, its very ex-
istence would be in jeopardy... Israel
would not be seriously threatened if hostil-
ities broke out...

"For Israel, a Palestinian state is not a
charming prospect. It is simply better than
the alternatives.”

Segal's call for what amounts to a
"rump Palestinian state in the West Bank"
is a mockery of Palestinian self-determi-
nation. The rights of the Palestinian peo-
ple can never be advanced in this way.

For a socialist Middle East

The alternative before us is in the up-
surge of the Palestinian masses. The
struggle awaits a political strategy which
poses the need to dismantle the Zionist
state of Israel and to establish a democratic
and secular Palestine. Such a strategy also
entails a challenge to the country-selling

mate construct from the start.

Rather than acting as a bridge toward the
establishment of a unitary Palestine, as
some in the P.L.O. leadership argue today,
the establishment of a "mini-state” on the
West Bank—and the recognition of the Zi-
onist state, which is a precondition for its
creation—would represent a giant obstacle
in its path.

Recognition of the Israeli state would
invalidate retroactively the right of resis-
tance of the oppressed and would provide
cover for the Zionist demand that only Pa-
lestinians who had capitulated and sanc-
tioned Israel in the past, accepting its le-

The hidden
history of
Zionism

by Ralph Schoenman

New Socialist Action pamphlet!

‘The Hidden History of Zionism’
104 pages. Price: $3.00. Send
$1.00 for postage. Order today.

This pamphlet by Ralph
Schoenman, former executive
director of the Bertrand Russell
Peace Foundation and author
of the U.N. report ‘Prisoners of
Israel,” discusses the origins
and sordid history of Zionism.

With thorough documentation,
it shatters the myths that color
the consciousness of most peo-
ple in this society about Zionism.
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gitimacy, have the right to negotiate with
Israel.

What of the Palestinians who live inside
the 1967 borders, and what of the Jews
themselves? Would apartheid end in South
Affrica, or the state be transformed, by rec-
ognizing its right to exist?

"Serving Israel's interests"

Despite the obvious answers to all these
questions, there are, nonetheless, an in-
creasing number of people who, today, are
pushing for an international peace confer-
ence on the Middle East with the goal of
establishing a Palestinian "mini-state"
alongside the Israeli state.

A revealing example of the dangers for
the Palestinian revolution of such a propo-
sal comes from the pen of Jerome M. Se-
gal, a research scholar at the University of
Maryland and a founder of the Jewish
Committee for Israeli-Palestinian Peace.

Segal, who represents the "left” wing of
the Zionist movement, writes the follow-
ing in a Feb. 16, 1988, Los Angeles
Times article titled, "A Palestinian state
serves interests of Israelis, too:"

"Ironically, of all the alternatives an in-
dependent Palestinian state in the West
Bank and Gaza is the one solution that
best serves Israeli security...

" A Palestinian state would be the fullest
possible satisfaction of the demands of Pa-
lestinian nationalism... It would win the
support of the P.L.O. and is the only like-
ly basis on which the P.L.O. would for-
mally abandon the right to return to the
land and villages lost in 1948. As the rec-
ognized embodiment of the Palestinian
cause, only the P.L.O. can compromise in
the name of the Palestinians...

"A Palestinian state would be a demili-
tarized mini-state. It would be completely

regimes of the Arab East, which stand in
the way of the struggles of the Arab mass-
es.
A P.L.O. faithful to its original pro-
gram would include in its leadership those
anti-Zionist Jews who have fought the co-
lonial-settler state. In this way, the Jewish
masses themselves would be able to see
who really speaks for them, and who of-
fers them a way out of perpetual war, inse-
curity, and deprivation.

The Palestinian revolutionary move-
ment can only advance by hammering out
a new strategy based on combining the Pa-
lestinian national struggle with the strug-
gle of the workers and peasants of the
whole Middle East for liberation from
both capitalist and imperialist domination.
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enclosed by Israel on one side and Jordan
on the other. No military supplies or forc-
es could reach it without passing through
Israel or Jordan.

"The foreign policy of such a mini-state
would be dominated by its links to the Is-
raeli economy and by its national-security
realities. In the event of a war, its very ex-
istence would be in jeopardy... Israel
would not be seriously threatened if hostil-
ities broke out...

"For Israel, a Palestinian state is not a
charming prospect. It is simply better than
the alternatives."

Segal's call for what amounts to a
"rump Palestinian state in the West Bank"
is a mockery of Palestinian self-determi-
nation. The rights of the Palestinian peo-
ple can never be advanced in this way.

For a socialist Middle East

The alternative before us is in the up-
surge of the Palestinian masses. The
struggle awaits a political strategy which
poses the need to dismantle the Zionist
state of Israel and to establish a democratic
and secular Palestine. Such a strategy also
entails a challenge to the country-selling

P.L.O. speaks
self-determin:

The following are excerpts from an
interview with Riyad H. Mansour, deputy
permanent observer to the United Nations
of the Palestine Liberation Organization.
The interview was conducted by Socialist
Action reporter Jonathan Halabi.

Question: All that is going on in
Palestine raises the question of what sort of
program you have. Twenty years ago, the
P.L.O. was raising the slogan of a demo-
cratic, secular Palestine.

Answer: The P.L.O. has not abandoned
that idea, On the contrary, the P.L.O.
indicates that this is its strategic, ultimate
solution. But since 1973, it has developed a
transitional, specific solution moving in
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the direction of the democratic state.

That transitional solution is the attain-
ment of inalienable national rights for the
Palestinian people. This means that refugee
people should be allowed to return to their
homeland. This is whether they were in the
area before 1967 or after 1967.
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The following are excerpts from a letter
written by members of the leadership of the
Palestinian underground resistance in the
Israeli-occupied West Bank. The letter was
sent to a rally in Paris, France, on March
3, 1988, organized by an ad-hoc committee
of supporters of Palestinian human rights.
The translation from the French is by
Socialist Action.

Dear friends,

We send you this letter from inside our
beloved land—our land of honor, of
dignity, courage and defiance—from our
Palestine, from Jerusalem, the sacred city.

We send you this letter in the name of
our people, a patient people who are today
standing tall and are waging a struggle
unparalleled in our entire history.

We want you to know that the Pales-
tinian people have not been defeated. They
are alive. They are struggling. They are
saying that they will not accept humi-
liation and submission.

The confidence of our people in the
legitimacy of their struggle is immense.
And our people know that their victory is
certain—whatever the sacrifices, whatever
the price that must be paid.

Today, our peopie are suffering. They are
shedding their blood to win their freedom,
dignity, and honor; their right to determine
their own destiny; their right to live in
their homeland and to build a free,
democratic, and sovereign state in all of
Palestine.

To all free men and women, to all our
comrades, we say the following:

The Palestinian people have been the
victims for many decades of an interna-
tional plot—of vicious attacks—aimed at

exiling them and chasing them from the
lands upon which they have lived for
centuries.

We have been expelled from our lands—
lands which have now been settled by
foreigners in accordance with the aims of
colonialism and imperialism. This settle-
ment has been imposed by the laws of
oppression promoted by the Western
nations and the Eastern totalitarian regimes.
These oppressive laws are also those of
international Zionism.

We have been subject to terror,
assassination, and torture. Today, we are
deprived of even our most elementary and
legitimate rights.

They have wanted to make of us an
exiled people, destined permanently to
refugee camps. They have wanted to
physically destroy and eliminate us.

Through the wars of 1948 and 1967, they
carried out the occupation of all of Pales-
tine. But they forgot that by occupying all
of Palestine they also unified the entire
Palestinian people in their struggle against
oppression.

That is what is happening today as the
children, the elderly, the women, and the
youth have risen up as one one single
person, without arms, to face the military
machine of Zionism and imperialism—to
face the violence of the guns, the clubs, the
kidnappings, and the assassinations.
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P.L.O. speaks on
self-determination

The following are excerpts from an
interview with Riyad H. Mansour, deputy
permanent observer to the United Nations
of the Palestine Liberation Organization.
The interview was conducted by Socialist
Action reporter Jonathan Halabi.

Question: All that is going on in
Palestine raises the question of what sort of
program you have. Twenty years ago, the
P.L.O. was raising the slogan of a demo-
cratic, secular Palestine.

Answer: The P.L.O. has not abandoned
that idea. On the contrary, the P.L.O.
indicates that this is its strategic, ultimate
solution. But since 1973, it has developed a
transitional, specific solution moving in

the direction of the democratic state.

That transitional solution is the attain-
ment of inalienable national rights for the
Palestinian people. This means that refugee
people should be allowed to return to their
homeland. This is whether they were in the
area before 1967 or after 1967,

And it would allow the Palestinian
people to exercise self-determination and to
establish their own independent Palestinian
state on their national soil under the
leadership of the P.L.O.

The establishment of an independent
Palestinian state on part of historic Pales-
tine would constitute a historic, decisive
development that will enable their situation
to develop later on in the direction of a
democratic state in all of historic Palestine.

[The democratic state] would permit the
two people to live together without one
oppressing the other one, without one
dominating the other one, and with
sensitivity to all the things that are
cherished by the Palestinian Arabs and the
Jewish population in the same area.

Question: If you present this demand,
what will be the reaction of those
Palestinians whose homes are not in the

West Bank or Gaza? Would they not say a

partial state is no solution at all?

Answer: The struggle of the Palestinian
people cannot be seen in the way that the
person is struggling for a house in Jaffa or
Haifa...The struggle is not only for these
things.

The struggle is for having an independent
political presence for the Palestinian
people, to reflect itself in an independent
Palestinian state for all Palestinians,
regardless of where they are living,
regardless of whether they would return to
that state or not.

Because, for example, the Zionist
movement, when it succeeded in
establishing a Jewish state in Palestine—
Israel—is said to be the defender of all
Jews. Actually, they do not have more than
3 million Jews living in Israel. There are
about 10 million additional Jews living
outside. In fact, there are half-a-million
Israelis living in other states.

Yet they look on Israel as being their

state. They can return to it any time that
they wish, and they can look at it as
fulfilling the dreams of the Jewish people
from the point of view of the Zionist
movement.

Now, for us it is the duty of all
Palestinians, regardless of where they
live—even Palestinians who are inside
Israel—to allow our independent political-
national being to be reflected in an
independent Palestinian state on Palestinian
national soil.

Once we succeed in doing that, then we
will be creating a material base in order to
actualize the rest of all our legitimate
aspirations and rights in that area—taking
into consideration that realities have been
created there regardless of our wishes.

The biggest reality is the fact that there
is another society that has been brought
onto the same piece of land (and here I am
talking about the Jewish population). A
just solution to the conflict has to take into
account that they are there and they have
legitimate claims.

That is why” we believe that the
democratic state for the two people is the
just and possible solution sometime in the
future.

But that solution cannot be imposed by
one party on the other. That solution needs
the appropriate atmosphere to develop in
order to create the necessary and sufficient
material forces on both sides to struggle for
it and to actualize it.

To put that process on the correct track,
we need an independent Palestinian state.
We need a massive material force to be on
the ground to reflect the interests of the
Palestinian people in order to set this
process in the correct direction.

Without that, for even those who dream
of having a democratic state inside
Palestine—it will remain a dream.

Question: What are the positions of
various currents in the P.L.O. on the
feasibilty of such a mini-state?

Answer: We don't call it a mini-state.
This is the dominant position of all
sections of the P.L.O. This is the official
position of the PL.O. We had some
discussions over this issue for a-few years,
but for the last 10 years it has been settled.
All significant sections within our
movement are united behind this program.

The following are excerpts from a letter
written by members of the leadership of the
Palestinian underground resistance in the
Israeli-occupied West Bank. The letter was
sent to a rally in Paris, France, on March
3, 1988, organized by an ad-hoc committee
of supporters of Palestinian human rights.
The translation from the French is by
Socialist Action.

Dear friends,

We send you this letter from inside our
beloved land—our land of honor, of
dignity, courage and defiance—from our
Palestine, from Jerusalem, the sacred city.

We send you this letter in the name of
our people, a patient people who are today
standing tall and are waging a struggle
unparalleled in our entire history.

We want you to know that the Pales-
tinian people have not been defeated. They
are alive. They are struggling. They are
saying that they will not accept humi-
liation and submission.

The confidence of our people in the
legitimacy of their struggle is immense.
And our people know that their victory is
certain—whatever the sacrifices, whatever
the price that must be paid.

Today, our peopie are suffering. They are
shedding their blood to win their freedom,
dignity, and honor; their right to determine
their own destiny; their right to live in
their homeland and to build a free,
democratic, and sovereign state in all of
Palestine.

To all free men and women, to all our
comrades, we say the following:

The Palestinian people have been the
victims for many decades of an interna-
tional plot—of vicious attacks—aimed at

Message from
the barricades

exiling them and chasing them from the
lands upon which they have lived for
centuries.

We have been expelled from our lands—
lands which have now been settled by
foreigners in accordance with the aims of
colonialism and imperialism. This settle-
ment has been imposed by the laws of
oppression promoted by the Western
nations and the Eastern totalitarian regimes.
These oppressive laws are also those of
international Zionism.

We have been subject to terror,
assassination, and torture. Today, we are
deprived of even our most elementary and
legitimate rights.

They have wanted to make of us an
exiled people, destined permanently to
refugee camps. They have wanted to
physically destroy and eliminate us.

Through the wars of 1948 and 1967, they
carried out the occupation of all of Pales-
tine. But they forgot that by occupying all
of Palestine they also unified the entire
Palestinian people in their struggle against
oppression.

That is what is happening today as the
children, the elderly, the women, and the
youth have risen up as one one single
person, without arms, to face the military
machine of Zionism and imperialism—to
face the violence of the guns, the clubs, the
kidnappings, and the assassinations.

Our weapons come from our homeland.
They are the stones with which our people
have built up a wall to defend their
combatants and the Revolution.

Dear friends: You should know what is
going on in our homeland. Two weeks ago,
the forces of occupation buried eight young
Palestinians alive after having beaten them
savagely and broken their limbs. Four of
them were saved by the people; the other
four were never found.

Three days ago, Israeli military forces
dropped three live Palestinian youths from
a helicopter flying at a high altitude. One
of the youths was only 13 years old.

This is what they are currently doing to
our people.

Dear friends: We want you to know that
we reject all so-called solutions and peace
projects that some people would like to
impose on us through international confer-
ences. We want you to know that we are
committed to continuing our revolution
until the total liberation of all of Palestine,
until the establishment of a democratic and
free state in which all free men and women,
from wherever they may be, are welcome to
live so long as they accept to live with us
as equals on our land of Palestine.

We are no longer on our knees. We are
standing tall. We will not yield. We feel
that it is legitimate for us to demand aid
and assistance from people throughout the

world who are struggling for the freedom of
all oppressed peoples. -
We ask of you ngt only that you speak
out in support of our struggle in your
speeches and protests but that you demand
that your governments take a clear position
in opposition to the repressive and criminal
methods of Zionism. We ask for your
moral and material support for our
Palestinian people, who are struggling to
obtain their final victory. |
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e cannot stand silently by as we watch

young men and old, women and children

murdered daily in cold blood — shot at

point blank range, savagely beaten unto
death with heavy staves, their heads, hands and limbs
smashed.

We cannot permit a ruthless state to poison people

with toxic gas and bury young men alive.

We shall never accept an entire people denied the
elementary democratic and human rights we insist
upon for ourselves. Were we subjected to a brutal oc-
cupation, daily humiliation, military rule, mass impri-
sonment and institutionalized torture, we too would
rise up in revolt.

The rebellion of the Palestinian people has been a
long time coming. Twenty years of occupation are but
one dimension of their tragedy. They were driven from
their original homes, villages and land by sustained
massacre, condemned to miserable camps, subjected
in a far-flung Diaspora to renewed slaughter, satura-
tion bombing and unending persecution.

The tyranny suffered in the West Bank and Gaza is
but the little continuation of how all of Palestine was
colonized. Between the time of the partition of Pales-
tine in 1947 and the formation of Israel, Zionist militia
seized 75% of the land and drove out 800,000 Pales-
tinians through a series of massacres.

When the state of Israel was declared, there were
475 Palestinian cities, towns and villages. Of these,
385 were razed to the ground — disappearing from
the map. The 90 remaining were denuded of land, con-
fiscated without compensation.

Today, the Jewish National Fund administers 93%
of the land of Israel. To live on land, lease it, share-
crop or work on it, one must establish four generations
of maternal Jewish descent.

If, in any country, people had to prove they did not
have generations of maternal Jewish descent in order
to cnjoy elementary rights, no one would mistake the
quintessentially racist character of such a state.

Israel is an apartheid state, founded on pillage and
predicated on exclusivity. Rights flow from ethnic and
religious identity. ‘

How is this to end?

There are over five million settlers of European ori-
gin in South Africa. The Afrikaaner population and
those of British descent have lived in South Africa for
many generations. Yet, very few people, let alone
those purporting to be advocates of self-determination
for Blacks in South Africa, propose two states — a
European white state with guaranteed security abut-
ting a demilitarized, subordinate African state.

A dependent Bantustan alongside an apartheid state
is a mockery of self-determination — whether in South
Africa, colonial Rhodesia and Algeria — or apartheid
Israel.

In Israel, no less than in South Africa, minimum jus-
tice requires dismantling the apartheid state and re-
placing it with a democratic secular Palestine, where
Jews and Arabs, Christians and Moslems, live togeth-
er with equal rights and opportunities.

Apartheid Israel cannot exist without the U.S. treas-
ury. Since 1948, $92 billion of U.S. tax money — $6
billion in 1987 alone — have financed Israel, a state
built on expulsion, dispossession and subjugation.
The American people have no interest in subsidizing
the world's fourth largest military power or the torment
of the Palestinian people. End all aid now!

The response to four decades of outrageous tyranny
exists — in the stone throwing children of Jabaliya, the
Beach Camp, Balata and Dheisheh. It is echoed in
those Israeli Jews who resist the oppression of others.

Theirs is the struggle, slingshots in hand, of David
against Goliath.

Theirs is the passion for a life without oppression.

Theirs is the vision of a country shorn of racist do-
minion.

Palestinians and Jews, free at last from discrimina-
tion and injustice, will forge lasting peace only in a
democratic and 3ecular society where elementary
rights are accorded to all.

« Extend your hand to the heroic people of
Palestine.

* Support the campaign to end all aid to
apartheid Israel.

* Join the worldwide call for a democratic and
secular Palestine.

JOIN OUR EFFORTS — OPPOSE ISRAEL'S ONSLAUGHT

INTERNATIONAL SIGNERS: *
ALGERIA: Brajin Boukhaj, MDA;
BELGIUM: Prof. J. Gadisseur, U. of Licge;
Julien Gallemi, Pres., F.N. Hertal Labor Fed.;
Paul Gruselin, Ed.. La Walonic: Prof.
Jamoulle, ULG Liege: Prof. Y. Lion, U. of
Liege: P. Longe. Res. Dir.. FNRS: Jean
Claude Renda. journalist, RPTB. Jacques
Yerna. Gen. Sec.. FGTB. Liege-Huiy-
Waremme; BRAZIL: Regis De Castro
Andrade. Dir. of Res.. Ctr. for Contemp. Cult.
Stud.; Raymundo Faoro, historian: Florestan
Fernandez, Natl. Deputy; Prof. Paolo Freire,
author, "Pedagogy of the Oppressed”: Dr.
Anna Volochko. Dir., Cmmty. Med., Sao
Paolo: Prof. Francisco Weffort, Sao Paolo
Univ.. CANADA: Father Shafiq Farah:
Najib Farah. Info. Dir., Palestinian Assn;:
Mohammed Ghieh, V.P.. Quebec Palestine
Assn.; Prof. James A. Graff, U. of Toronto;
Pres.. Near East Cult. & Educ. Fdin. of
Canada; Bohdan Krawchenko, Dir., Can.
Inst. of Ukranian Stud., U. of Alberta; Prof.
Pierre Lacasse, Pres. Quebec Palestine Assn.:
Barry Weisleder. Pres., Ontario Pub. Ser.
Employees Union 595; FRANCE: Jean
Pierre Barrois, linguist; Maitre Delphine
Bouit, atty.; Pierre Broué. Dir.. Leon Trotsky
Instit.; Maitre Capelle-Hallier, atty.; Maitre
Gilbert Collard, atty.. Prof. Francois
Guérin: Georges Grandin, Dir., Geology
Ctr., Ecole des Mines : Prof. Paul Milliez,
Hon. Dean, Broussais Med. School; Richard
Nijoule. mathematician; Maitre Perralta-
Lequerré, auty.; Maurice Rajfus. journalist;
Maitre Helene Rubinstein-Carrera. atty.;
Daniel Seldjouk. journalist: Michel Vale,
transfator;  GREECE: Costas Bakirdis,
Gen. Sec., Fed. of Indust. Workers, CGT:
Franceskos Faturos. Gen. Sec.. Athens Labor
Council; Mikalis Karalambidis, Central Ctte.,
PASOK: Vangelis Konstaninou. V.P., Fed.
of Indust. Workers. CGT: Dionisis Mouzakis,
V.P., Elect. Workers Fed.. Georgus Zerbas,
Gen. Sec., Safonica Labor Council; GREAT
BRITAIN: Jim* Boumelha, Excc. Ctte., Natl.
Union of Journalists; Ken Cameron, Gen.
Sec., Firebri- gade Union; Tamara
Deutscher: Jake Eccleston, Dep. Gen. Sec.,
Natl. Union of Journalists: Dr. Donald A.
Filtzer, Sr. Res. Fellow, U. of Birmingham:
Baruch Hirson, historian: Quintin Hoare,
author; Veronica Marris, Namibia Support
Ctte.; Nadim Shehadi. Oxford Univ.: Hillel
Ticktin, Ed., Critigue ; lecturer, U. of Glasgow:
Ros Young. Namibia Support Cute.; N.
IRELAND: Gerry Adams, M.P., Pres., Sinn

Fein; Bernadette Devlin McAliskey. ISRAEL: Merav Devir, Cue. for the
Freedom of Expression of Palestinians and Israclis: Abraham Heilbronn,
psychologist; Susan Mordechy, peace activist; Akiva Orr, author; Osnat
Ron, “RETURN": Shimon Tzabar, playwright: World Org. of Jews from
Islamic Countries (not WOJAC); A.H. Yahooram, Gen. Sec., World Org.
of Jews from Islamic Countries; MEXICO: Adolfo Gilly, author;
NORWAY: Dr. Steinar Berge; Grette Klotrupp Larsen: Dr. Troy Rusli,
Prof., Red Cross Hospital, Oslo; PERU: Senator Rolando Brena Pantoja:
Prof. Humberto Campodonico Sanchez, U. of San Marcos; Senator Javier
Diez-Canseco; Senator Genaro 1 Pres., FOCEP: Senator Andrés
Luna Vargas: Moises Palomino, Pres., Natl. Miners and Metalworkers Fed.:
Enrique Rodriguez. Gen. Sec.. Natl. Teachers Fed.: Juan Rojas Vargas,
Gen. Sec., Peruvian Peasants Fed.; Carlos Salazar Pasache. Inil. Rel.,
Peruvian Educ. Workers Union: Yeude Simon, Natl. Deputy, Co-Pres., ANP:
Leonor Zamora, Workers Party; SPAIN: Juan Francisco Anton
Rodriguez, Pres.. Assn. of Young Doctors, Alicante; Frances Casares,
Deputy, Catalonian Parliament; Faustino Cordon. biologist: Juan Jose Diaz
Sanchez, CNT. Valencia; Justo Fernandez. Gen. Sec., Bank Workers Fed..
UGT: Regina Fuente, Pres.. Assn. of Young Lawyers, Valencia: Julia -
Garcia, Exec. Bd., Madrid Neighbor. Assn.. Marianne Hermitte, film
producer; Gregorio Lopez Raymundo, ex-Pres., P.S.U.C.; Francisco Manuel.
atty.; Peré Mayor, Deputy, Valencia; Blas Ortega. Pres., Assn. of Young
Doctors, Valencia; Jose Antonio Pallin, Pres., Natl. Human Rights Assn.:
lonis Penaroja Gonzalez, Pres.. Assn. of Young Doctors, Castellon; Prof.
Vicent Pitarch, Exec. Bd., Unitat del Poble, Valencia; Roberto Ruiz, Fin.
Sec., Health Workers Fed., CCOO, Valencia: Manuel San Nicolas, Gen.
Sec., Bank Workers Fed., UGT, Catalonia: Joaquin Sicilia, La Crida; Jaume
Soler, Mayor of Arbucias, leader of La Crida; Ramon Terrades, Pres..
Metalworkers Ctte.. UGT, Catalonia; Prof. Pedro Vilanova, U. of Barcelona;
SWITZERLAND: Eric Decarro, Pres., Fed. of Trade Unions, Geneva;
Erica Deuber-Pauli, Doputy, Geneva, Dr. Nago Humbert: Armand
Magnin, Deputy, Geneva: Berthier Perregaux. Deputy. Geneva: Jean
Spielmann, Federal Deputy; Jean Ziegler, Federal Deputy; VENEZUELA:
Moises Moleiro, Natl. Deputy.

of Texas: Prof. Bryce Harris, Occidental College: James Haughton. Dir., Harlem Fight Back; Brian Heron, Celtic Art Ctr.; Dr. Will L. Herzfeld, Pastor.
Bethlehem Lutheran Church: Carrie Hewitt, Excc. Bd.. AFSCME 3357; Richard Hill, C. Amer. Solid. Ctte.; Prof. Patricia Hills, art historian; Rod Holt; Prof.
Ruth Hubbard. Harvard Univ.; Clyde Johnson, Pres., Black Employees Assn., L. A.: Dr. Hymon T. Johnson, U.C.SB.; Prof. Theophile Karam, Cypress College:
Mujid Kazimi, Dir., Fin. Aid. M.LT.; Fathi Khalil. aity.: Prof. Baheej Khleif. Worcester State College; Morris Kight, Gay & Lesbian Concerns; Janet Koenig,
artist: Tamara Kohns: Ron'Kovic, peace activist; Seymour Kramer, Steward, U.T.U. 1741 William M. Kuntsler. aity.; Felix S. Kury. instructor, S.F. State Univ.;
Catherine R. Kusic Koppel, Coord.. Nicaragua Info. Ctr., Calif.; Prof. Robert M. Laffey. R. I. College: Edwin L. Laing, atty.; Mark Lane, atty., Ed.. New American
Perspectives: PJ. Laska, poet: Hannah Lessinger, journalist, The Guardian: Bill Leumer, Pres., 1.A.M. 565: Bridie Letzer Irish activist: Dr. Alfred M. Lilienthal,
author: Prof. Sheldon B. Liss. U. of Akron; Prof. Richard Lobban, R. I. College: Prof. Froben Lozada, Merritt College; Chokwe Lumumba, Natl. Conf. of Black
Lawyers: Gretchen Mackler. State Council. Calif. Teachers Assn.. Jeff Mackler: Victor Marchetti, Ed., New American Perspectives: Bill May, atty.; Prof. Jesse
McDade. Morgan State Univ.: Ralph McGehee, author. "Deadly Deceits”; Ann E. Menasche, atty.; Jessica Mitford; Abbas Mohammed, Palestine Solid. Ctte.; Dr.
William Monsour; Lucetta Mowry, Prof. Emer.. Wellesley College: Prof. Carlos Muiioz, Jr., U.C. Berkeley; Prof. Kamal Naffa, Fullerton College; Muhammad
Najab: Ken Nash: Rev. Howard Nash, St. John's United Methodist Church; Kweilin Nassar, Steering Ctte., Gir, Pitts. A.D.C.: Prof. J.B. Neilands, U.C. Berkeley:
Pat Norman. Co-chair, 1987 March on Washington for Lesbian & Gay Rights: George Novack. author: Richard Ochs, Balt. Emer. Response Net.; Earl Ofari, Black
author. Prof. Richard Ohmann. Wesleyan Univ.; Prof. Bertell Ollman, N.Y.U.; Walter Oszkowski; Palestinian Cuitural Club, U.S.C.: Prof. Kostis
Papadontanakis, Essex Cmmty. College: Prof. Michael Parenti: Dr. Linus Pauling, Nobel Laureate - Chemistry, Peace: Prof. Fred Pfeil. Wesleyan Univ.; Prof.
Gerard Pigeon, Chair, Black Studies Dept.. U.C.S.B.: Christopher E. Platten, atty.. Daniel Plattner. Johns Hopkins Univ. Coal. for a Free S. Africa: Marilyn
Plumlee: Leonard Potash, Rep.. AFSCME Council 57, L.A.; Martha Quinn, Chair, Evanston Ctte. on C. Amer.; Prof. Peter Rachleff, Macalester College; William
Randolph. All African Peoples Rev. Party: Richard 0. Recknagel, Prof. Emer., Case Western Reserve Univ.: Prof. Roddey Reid, Middlebury College: Richard
Reilly. Mid-West Reg. Coord.. Palestine Solid. Ctte; Wilson Riles, Jr., Oakland City Council; Prof. Ann Robertson, S.F. State Univ.: Prof. Stewart Robinson, Cleve.
State Univ.; Tony Rodriguez, atty.. Palestine 8; Trudy Rudnick, Sec.. AFT 3882: John Russo, Dir.. Labor Studies. Youngstown State Univ.: Tony Russo. Pentagon
Papers defendant; The Very Rev. Hanna S. Sakkab, Arch. Priest. Orthodox Church, Syracuse: Prof. Najib Saliba, Worcester State College; Ann Salmeron,
member, Boston CASA: George Saunders, transtator: Ralph Schoenman, Exec. Dir., Campaign to End All Aid to Israel; Theodore Schoenman, author; Stephen
Schumacher, Dir., Ctr. for Peace Ed., Cinn.; Prof. James Scully, U. of Conn.. Amin Shafie, U. of Cinn.; Muhjah Shakir; Bassam Shalhoub; Prof. Steven Shaviro,
U. of Wash.: Roland Sheppard. Delegate. S.F. Labor Council; Mustafa Siam, Chair, United American-Arab Congress: Paul N. Siegel, Prof. Emer., L.LU.: Art
Slater. Issues Chair, Rainbow Coal., Cinn.; Loretta Smith, filmmaker: Prof. Neil Smith, Rutgers Univ.; Rev. Donald L. Smith, Synod of Sthrn. Calif. & Hawaii:
Jan Snipper, East Bay CLUW: Martha Stephens, Ed., Cinn. Review of Politics & Art; Prof. Jim Syfers, S.F. State Univ.; Harryet Tara. journalist: Rutthy Taubb.
songwriter: Lynn Taylor, Exec. Bd., AFSCME 1930; Mary Jane Thacker, Dir., Christ. Educ., United Methodist Church, San Jose; Prof. Carol Thompson, U.S.C.;
Daniel Thompson. poct; John Trinkl, The Guardian: Kwame Touré, formerly Stokely Carmichael; Valerie Van Isler; Rev. David Van Strien, Chair, Unitarian
Universalists for Justice in the Mid. East, Peterboro, N.H.. Gore Vidal; David Wald: Alice Walker, writer, poet; Prof. Alan Wallach, art historian; Sister Miriam
Ward. Trinity College, Vt.: Roger Wareham, lecturer, Cir. for Law & Soc. Justice, CUNY; James Mac Warren, Socialist Workers Party; Prof. Gloria Watkins, Yale
Univ.; Nat Weinstein, Natl. Sec., Socialist Action: Suzi Weissman. KPFK. L. A.; Prof. Kevin Whitfield, U. of Mass.: Ron Wilkins, Unity in Action: Prof.
Gretchen Willging. Essex Cmmiy. College: John T. Williams. Former Pres., Teamsters 208, L.A.; Robert F. Williams, Monroe Civil Rights Defendant; Louis Wolf;
Dr. Tony Wolf. Rev., Presbyterian Church, Irvine, Calif.: Claudia Wright. journalist: Dr. Munir Zaitoon: Raouf Zarrouk. art historian; Faith Zeadey, Pres.,
Arab-American Univ. Graduates: John J. Zogby. Americans for Mid. East Peace.

(* Paritial list. Organizations indicared for identification onliy.)

i Send your contributions to: i Your contributions will be used to:

TO END ALL AID TO ISRAEL . . '
CAM PA'G FOR A DEMOCRATIC SECULAR PALESTINE I « Launch an international effort to oppose Israel's onslaught
| Santa Barbara, CA 93190-0609 against the Palestinian people.

P.O. Box 90609

Name « Defray the cost of this advertisment and future ads.

Address '

City/ State Make checks payable to ‘Palestine Campaign’ Coordinator: Mya Shone
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.« Palestinian revolt grows

(continued from page 1)

units, -in full battle dress and armoured
vehicles, open fire at will on unarmed
crowds.

Virtually every village has been
assaulted. A March 21 Associated Press
dispatch described Israeli methods:

“Soldiers entered Tarqumiya, a village of 9000
people about 4 a.m. and took over the school,
throwing all the desks out of the classroom,; then
about 500 youths marched to the school and
started throwing rocks."

Israeli radio admitted that 13 Palestinian
children were shot at the school in
Tarqumiya, which was converted into an
army headquarters.

Nearby in Hebron, soldiers rushed Alia
Hospital. Many youths had been deli-
berately shot through the testicles. The AP
account was graphic:

“Khalid Hassan Ahmed, 18, died of a gunshot
wound in the stomach...Walid Abdul Fala:ta, 18,
was shot in the heart... About 200 villagers
accompanied bodies to the cemetery, waving a
large Palestinian flag and shaking their fists. ‘We

will all join you, our martyrs. Our spirits and

our lives are with you,’ they chanted gathering
around freshly dug graves... Hospital officials
said 50 soldiers fired gas into the Alia Hospital
compound before storming it.”

Throughout the West Bank and Gaza
toxic gas has been used, causing miscar-
riages, vaginal bleeding, and asphyxiation.

In Nablus, soldiers poured boiling water
over a 2-year-old, who was later brought
into Ittihad Hospital “catatonic.”

In the village of Maythalun (between
Nablus and Jenin), three youths were shot
dead, and the entire village massed at their
funeral. In Beit Sahur, near Bethlehem,
soldiers arrested every young male, sealing
the houses.

"Quelling the protests"

New York Times correspondent John
Kifner called the systematic roundups “part
of a series of tough new measures,
including economic sanctions and collective
punishment, that the Israeli army and other
officials are imposing in hopes of quelling
the protests, which have grown into an
increasingly organized Palestinian mass
movement in the occupied West Bank and
Gaza Strip.”

The army’s new orders allow detention
without any specific charge or trials, even

in military courts. Moveover, according to '

the March 23 New York Times, “the new
procedures do away with judicial review of
the administrative detention sentences and
allow local commanders to order the
arrests.”

Immediately after the order, people were
seized overnight in more than a dozen
refugee districts, villages and towns in the
West Bank and Gaza.

Israeli Defense Minister Yitzhak Rabin
announced that “Israeli civilians have the
same authority as soldiers to shoot.” He
added, “Soldiers need not fire warning shots
before shooting Palestinians.”

Newsweek (April 4) was more explicit:

In four months the Palestinian uprising has done more to challenge Israeli

control than had been achieved in 20 years.

“The decree meant Israeli soldiers could
shoot to kill Palestinian youths... Yitzhak
Rabin [was] effectively deputizing settlers.”

The decision, according to Newsweek
would “open the floodgates of the 60,000
settlers' pent-up frustration (sic)."

Dual power emerges

In four months the Palestinian uprising
has done more to challenge Israeli control
than had been achieved in 20 years.

The entire infrastructure of Israeli rule
has unraveled. Spies are asking forgiveness,
confessing their deeds, and exposing the
apparatus of control. Police are resigning.

The Village Leagues, Israeli organi-
zations of collaboration, have collapsed.
The Los Angeles Times reports that
challenges by the “Unified National
Leadership of the Uprising” have led to
resignations by municipal, village, and
town councils.

Before the uprising, 20,000 Palestinians
worked under Israeli army and police
control, providing services to the West
Bank and Gaza. They were teachers, clerks,
and administrators. Most have resigned.

Increasingly, dual power is emerging in
the West Bank and Gaza. The Israelis close
the schools; the resistance organizes clas-
ses. The Israelis order shops to open; the
resistance keeps them closed. The Israelis
close the shops; the resistance opens them.

Protest's economic weapons

The West Bank and Gaza are trapped in
what Newsweek (March 28) calls a
"colonial setup." Newsweek cites Israeli
demographer Meron Benvenisti as follows:
“The Occupied Territories became a source
of cheap labor and a captive market for
Israeli goods.”

Israel’s trade surplus with the West Bank

Ralph Schoenman Midwest

Tour on ‘Palestine Today’

Views, with Ralph
Schoenman and Rep. Jew-
ish Comm. Rel. Council.
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‘Revolt in Palestine’
Augsburg College
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Sponsored by Global
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St. Paul, Minn.: Cincinnati: Detroit:
‘Israel-Palestine: ANa-  ‘Revolt in Palestine’ ‘Revolt in Palestine’
tion in Turmoil—Two l Speaker. Speaker:
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U. of Cincinnati
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Sponsored by: Speak- Old Chemistry Bldg. Student Center Bldg.
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and Gaza, Benvenisti reveals, is $500
million a year. The government takes a
further $80 million a year in taxes above
what it provides in meager social services.
The territories import $780 million a year
of Israeli goods at high prices.

But the uprising has changed everything.
Newsweek states:

“The Palestinians have some economic
weapons of their own. Thousands of Arab
workers had long since walked away from jobs at
Israeli farms, factories, and construction sites.
Palestinian shoppers cut back their purchases of

Scientists launch
appeal to free
Mordechai Vanunu

By MYA SHONE

Linus Pauling and Carl Sagan are
among the 27 world-renowned scientists
(including 18 Nobel laureates) who have
launched an appeal on behalf of Morde-
chai Vanunu, the Israeli nuclear techni-
cian convicted by an Israeli tribunal of
treason and aggravated espionage and
sentenced by the court to 18 years.

Vanunu has been held in solitary con-
finement since his kidnapping from Italy
by the Mossad, Israel's secret service, 19
months ago.

Vanunu provided the Sunday Times
of London with information and photo-
graphs which led the paper to conclude
that Israel had built hydrogen bombs,
stockpiled as many as 200 nuclear weap-
ons, and had a long-range delivery sys-
tem capable of reaching all parts of the
Arab world and the borders of the Soviet
Union.

Israel, the world's sixth-ranking nucle-
ar power, has always refused to acknowl-
edge its nuclear weapons capability, in-
sisting that the facility at Dimona,
where Vanunu worked for nine years,
was merely a nuclear power plant pro-
viding electricity.

The scientists launching the appeal,
many of them nuclear physicists and
some of whom developed the first atom-
ic bomb, expressed their support for
Mordechai Vanunu as a man of con-
science moved by the danger of the
spread of nuclear weapons to new arenas
of conflict.

Vanunu’s conviction will be appealed
to the Israeli Supreme Court. Mean-
while, Vanunu’s brother, Mair, has
sought political asylum in England, af-
ter the Israeli government threatened to
arrest him for making public informa-
tion surrounding Vanunu’s kidnapping
by the Mossad. B

Israeli goods. Arab merchants and self-employed
professionals struck a more direct blow at the
occupation; they refused to pay Israeli income
and commercial taxes.”

Thus, as Newsweek acknowledges, the
economic sword cut in two directions.
Israel’s construction industry which drew
42 percent of its workforce from the
Occupied Territories “has been hobbled by
Arab walkouts.” Hotels in Jerusalem report
a sharp drop in spring bookings.

Israeli Economic Minister Gad Yaacobi
estimated that the first three months of
“rioting” cost Israel's economy “at least
$300 million”—10 percent of U.S. aid for
a full year.

"Liberated zones"

No respite can be expected for Israel.

The villages in the West Bank and Gaza
have responded defiantly to Israel's barbaric
onslaught, declaring themselves “liberated
zones,” barricading their streets, and flying
the Palestinian flag.

Newsweek reports: “Their protests are
adroitly coordinated through leaflets issued
by the shadowy Unified National Command
of the Uprising. Their leaflets are the law
of the land.”

Despite the massive repression, Pales-
tinian spirits have never been higher

This spirit is perhaps the factor of
greatest concern to the Israeli state. Prime
Minister Yitzhak Shamir told Israeli
television:

“The people who are throwing stones, the
inciters, the leaders, they are today in a situation
of euphoria, of great enthusiasm. They think
that they are the victors.”

Middle East editor of the Jerusalem Post
Yehudi Litani reported that “[Israeli]
security forces estimate the army has now
detained the majority of those now pulling
the strings of the uprising”—and yet the
uprising continues, the leaflets continue to
appear, and a mood approaching panic is
settling in among Israeli leaders.

Uprising galvanizes Palestinians

On March 30, Land Day—the day Pales-
tinians inside pre-1967 Israel protest the
confiscation of their land—a general strike
of Palestinians inside the pre-1967 borders
was called. This action renewed a general
strike in support of the uprising which was
first held on Dec. 22, 1987.

The Unified National Leadership of the
Uprising in the Occupied Territories called
for "huge demonstrations against the army
and settlers” to coincide with the general
strike.

For the first time since 1948,
Palestinians throughout Lebanon—joined
by Lebanese in Sidon, Beirut, and other
cities—also staged their own demon-
strations and general strike in solidarity
with the uprising.

The uprising has galvanized not only the
so-called Israeli Arabs, but the Palestinians
in the Diaspora. The participation of the
Palestinians of Lebanon and of thousands
of Lebanese themselves was felt throughout
the Arab world.

Israeli reprisals

This new phase of the Palestinian
revolution was not lost on the Israeli
authorities.

In an attempt to counter coordination
between the Palestinians inside the "Green

‘Line" (pre-1967 borders) and the Pales-

tinians in the West Bank and Gaza, the
Israelis completely "sealed off" the West
Bank and Gaza.

“Since Intifada (Uprising) is taking place
both in the West Bank and in Israel,”
(emphasis added) a senior military source
said, “we decided to separate the two and to
prevent large-scale public disorder.” (Los
Angeles Times, March 29)

“We want to signal very clearly that we
are not going to hesitate to use whatever
measures are necessary,” Defense Minister
Rabin said.

But the Palestinians, entering their 40th
year of occupation since the founding of the
Israeli state, have not been deterred.

The "revolutionary war” of the Pales-
tinian people is recruiting the hearts and
minds of youth in every Arab country and
in capitals across the world.

For, as Newsweek (March 28) concluded,
“In what could be a long war of attrition,
the Palestinians may prove to have the kind
of staying power that money can’t buy.”
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U.S. Hands Off!
Panama: 80 years of

American domination

By HAYDEN PERRY

Once again the United States is strong--

arming a small Central American neighbor.
"That guy has got to go!" Secretary of
State George Schultz bellowed. He was not
referring to one of his subordinates, but to
a leader of a presumably sovereign state—
Panama.

This presents no problem to the arrogant
head of the State Department, who views
the Caribbean as an American lake.

In the past, the U.S. government wanted
"that guy” or "those guys" out in Grenada,
the Dominican Republic, Guatemala, and
Chile—among other places. And in those
cases, it exerted America's tremendous
financial and military pressure until a
government it approved of was installed.

The United States is having a harder time
with Nicaragua, and it has grim
recollections of the Bay of Pigs in Cuba.
But the United States thinks Panama can be
more easily brought under control. This is
partly because of the "special relationship”
established with Panama at its birth in
1903.

Originally a province of Colombia,
Panama was established—under U.S.
sponsorship—as an independent state when
Colombia was reluctant to accept Wash-
ington's onerous terms for cutting a canal
through its territory. Several days after an
independent government was established,
Panama was saddled with a treaty that cut
the country in two.

Panamanians not consulted

President Theodore Roosevelt did not
negotiate with the Panamanians over the
future of their country, but signed a treaty
with a French adventurer, Philippe Bunau-
Varilla, who had a financial interest in the
canal project. When he went to Washington
to "represent” Panama, he was described by
a U.S. senator as "the comic-opera repre-
sentative of a comic-opera country."

The result was a treaty "that no Pana-
manian signed,” described by another
senator as "very advantageous to the United
States, but disadvantageous to the Pana-
manians.”

The disadvantages rankled in their souls

for over 80 years, as Panamanians saw the
Canal Zone become a foreign enclave
bisecting their country. They were further
outraged as they saw the Zone become a
military base from which the Americans
dominated the entire continent.

However, with the colonial uprisings,
the Cuban Revolution, and Egypt's seizure
of the Suez Canal in 1956, liberation of the
Panama Canal became an irresistible idea
whose time had come.

After mass demonstrations of students,
who occupied the Zone to plant the
Panamanian flag in 1964, it became
obvious to Washington that it could not
continue to exclude Panama from the canal.

Negotiations dragged on for over a
decade, with Washington reluctantly
yielding, step by step. Under the treaty
finally signed in 1977, the United States
does not relinquish control till 1999, and
even then it reserves the right to intervene
should Washington judge it necessary.

A new army is created

Student and worker unrest in the 1960s
not only led to a new canal treaty—it also
alarmed the American and Panamanian
ruling classes.

For 80 years, Panama had no standing
army. Panama could rely on the thousands
of American troops in the Canal Zone,
Washington said. But now a Panamanian
army was needed, Washington decided, to
defend the canal and to control unruly
demonstrators.

A Panama Defense Force (PDF) was
created out of elements of a national guard
and a police force. This new military force
of 12,000 soon learned the old game of
overthrowing civilian governments.

Until 1968, Panama was ruled by a
commercial elite, intent on enriching itself,
and neglecting the rest of the country. The
country was sliding downhill economically,
and nothing was being done.

At this point, Gen. Omar Torrijos,
commander of the PDF, ousted the civilian
government of Ardulfo Arias and ruled with
army support for a decade. As a populist,
Torrijos pushed for a new canal treaty and
maintained relations with Cuba. On the
other hand, Torrijos repressed student
protests and imposed anti-labor legislation.
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On July 31, 1981, Torrijos died in a
mysterious plane crash. Some charge the
CIA with complicity. It was no secret that
Torrijos was showing increasing indepen-
dence from Washington.

Gen. Manuel Noriega was Torrijos's
second-in-command. He seized power and
maneuvered Ardilo Barletta, a conservative
economist, into the president's office.

At the same time, Noriega tightened his
hold on the army. He enlarged it to 15,000
men, created more officers, and opened the
way for them to profit from their positions.
The officers in turn formed a major power
base for Noriega, which was cemented by
mutual corruption.

Rumors of Noriega's connection to the
drug trade had been rife for years. As an
international banking center, Panama is an
ideal place for laundering drug money.

The most specific accusation against
Noriega was made by Dr. Hugo Spadafora,
known as the international guerrilla doctor,
who had served with Sandinista guerrillas
fighting Somoza.

Spadafora publicly condemned Noriega's
drug connections, declaring that it was a
disgrace that Panama was ruled by an
international drug trafficker. Soon after
this, on Sept. 15, 1985, Spadafora's
decapitated body was found. No one has
been charged with the murder. When
President Barletta attempted to set up a
commission of enquiry, he was ousted by
Noriega.

Vice President Eric Arturo Delvalle, heir
to a sugar fortune, assumed the presidency.
One of his first acts was to revise labor
laws to weaken the power of the unions and
to lower labor costs. Noriega helped push
Delvalle's program, and Delvalle collab-
orated with Noriega for several years.

Drug traffic condoned

Washington knew of Noriega's drug
dealing for years, but allowed it to flourish
so long as he served the administration's
aims.

As a New York Times article (June 12,
1986) put it: "They had overlooked Gen.
Noriega's illegal activities because of his
cooperation with American intelligence and
his willingness to permit the American
military extensive leeway to operate in

Panama."

The article also stated that CIA
operatives were assured that Noriega was
"our man." Others expressed concern that a
successor to Noriega might not be so
willing to tolerate the American military -
activities that are now conducted in
Panama. ‘

Nevertheless, Noriega puts himself
forward as the heir to Torrijos's nationalist
policies. He is forced to take this stance in
response to the anti-Yankee sentiment of
the Panamanian people. When Contragate
conspirators Oliver North and John
Poindexter were dispatched to enlist his aid
in the war against Nicaragua, Noriega
refused to cooperate.

Soon afterward, the United States decided
"that guy has got to go." It was only
necessary to select a few weapons from
America's imperialist closet to do the job.

The New York Times reported that in
1986 some administration officials
suggested a simple assassination to
eliminate the Noriega problem. This
method was then rejected in favor of a drug
indictment and an economic strangulation
operation.

The Panamanian ruling class appears to
have no power to make decisions. Their
presumed leader, Arturo Delvalle, has
scarcely been seen, and acts only as a
puppet of the CIA.

Workers are radicalized

It was the Panamanian workers who were
throttled in order to put the squeeze on
Noriega. It was the workers who went
hungry while Noriega bargained with the
United States over the time and terms of
his departure. And many working-class
soldiers, enlisted to "defend the people,”
were bewildered to find themselves guarding
the streets against the people.

Although workers may be' losing
confidence in Noriega, they have little
reason to support the opposition National
Civic Crusade, a coalition of bourgeois
forces. The commercial elite has been
campaigning to weaken the unions through
new anti-labor laws. As president, Delvalle
pushed this legislation through the
Assembly.

Nevertheless, when the Civic Crusade
called for a general strike beginning on
March 21, thousands of workers responded.
Due to Washington's economic strangu-
lation, they were not getting paid. Both the
Panamanian commercial elite and the
American ruling class must feel some
anxiety, however, since the workers are
also striking against their own bosses.

The workers know that Washington is
pushing Noriega out only to install a more
compliant puppet. A striking longshore-
man in Colon expressed this view when he
said, "We are for the people. We want the
United States to stop intervening in our
problems.”

Installing a successor is a problem for
Washington. It wants a sanitized Pana-
manian Defense Force purged not only of
Noriega but of all the nationalists in its
leadership. But weakening the PDF
threatens stability.

There are indications that the U.S.
government is prepared to intervene mili-
tarily if it cannot regain control of Panama
any other way. Some 10,000 U.S. troops
are stationed in Panama. In mid-March, 400
additional soldiers and military police were
sent there.

Again the American people must demand
that U.S. troops be brought home now. Let
the Panamanian people choose their own
government. Hands off Panama! ]
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want the Marxist democracy of the
Sandinistas."

Alfredo César, another contra leader and
negotiator, told the The New York Times
how pleased he was with the Sapoi
agreement. "Our troops get a two-month
rest with supplies while we test the
Sandinistas' willingness to comply with
their promises,” César said. "It's an
agreement we couldn’t turn down."

According to the Sapod agreement, the
contras will be allowed to receive "huma-
nitarian aid" through "neutral channels”
during the 60-day truce.

As we go to press, the Democratic-
controlled House just approved a $48-
million aid package to the contras to be
administered through the U.S.-funded
Agency for International Development. The
package includes aid for food, clothing, and
communications equipment.

The contra-aid legislation, according to
the March 30 Los Angeles Times, reflected
a bipartisan consensus "that the Nicaraguan
government cannot be forced to make
concessions in the peace talks if the United
States unilaterally halts aid to the contras.”
White House spokesman Marlin Fitzwater
said that Reagan was anxious to sign the
contra-aid legislation.

Democratic Party House Speaker Jim
Wright (D.-Texas) also wrote a letter to
House minority leader Robert Michel (R.-
IIL.) in which he pledged to give "timely
consideration” to a military aid request for
the contras in the event the Sandinistas do
not meet the contras' political demands.

Pressing for concessions

In an editorial dated March 25, the
Nicaraguan right-wing daily La Prensa gave
an account of what the contra leadership,
the U.S. government, and the Nicaraguan
capitalists mean by "democratization."

"The Sapo4 agreement provides for 60
days during which the basis for democra-
tizing the country will be approved; a
process without which this agreement is
worth absolutely nothing," La Prensa
stated. "This means that the Nicaraguan
government must now approve the 17
constitutional reforms which constitute the

foundation for remodeling our political
institutions."

The 17 constitutional reforms La Prensa
refers to were first put forward last
December by a bloc of 14 political
opposition parties—including the two pro-
Moscow Stalinist parties, the PSN and the
PCdeN. The package "of reforms necessary
for the democratization of Nicaragua"
includes:

* full amnesty for all political prisoners
and ex-Somoza National Guardsmen;

Gordon Stone/Examiner

-« has peace really broken out?

(continued from page 1)

to a call for the Sandinista government to
undo the gains of the revolution and
capitulate to the U.S.-backed mercenary
army. What the contras were unable to
secure on the battlefield for lack of support
among the Nicaraguan people, they are now
demanding at the negotiating table.

The determination of whether or not the
Sandinistas have met these imperialist
demands, moreover, will be in the hands of
two "arbitrators” long known for their open
support to the contras: Cardinal Obando y

* an end to Sandinista party control over
the armed forces, the electoral process, and
the judiciary;

* the creation of a non-Sandinista army
and police;

* a limit to presidential power (a
president could not succeed himself);

* an end to the military draft;

* a prohibition from voting for members
of the armed forces;

* full access by the contras to the media
(including the right to open radio and TV
stations);

* provisions to strengthen guarantees to
private property.

Demands to capitulate

These 17 constitutional reforms amount

L R
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New book on
‘Contragate’

This book contains the facts of
the most audacious legal action
ever undertaken: the Christic Insti-
tute lawsuit against the U.S. gov-
ernment’s ‘Secret Team.’

‘Assault on Nicaragua'includes
an introduction by editor Rod Holt;
speeches by Daniel Sheehan,
general counsel of the Christic In-
stitute, and Nicaraguan President
Daniel Ortega; as well as an essay
by Sacialist Action National Secre-
taries Jeff Mackler and Nat Wein-
stein on the meaning of the revela-
tions for the antiwar movement.

Signing of the cease-fire accord in Sapoa, Nicaragua , on March 23

. Bravo and Organization of American States

‘General Secretary Joao Clemente Soares.

[The Sandinistas had proposed that the
Sapoa verification commission be com-
posed of government officials from Spain,
Italy, Sweden, and Canada. But at the
Sapoid meetings, the Sandinistas backed
down and accepted Obando and Soares, the
two men proposed by the contra
negotiators.]

The importance of these two men for the
cause of the contras is not lost to U.S.
imperialism. A New York Times editorial
dated March 25 put it this way: "The
national dialogue [between the Sandinistas
and the contras] could be dismissed as
eyewash except for the guarantors: Cardinal
Obando y Bravo and General Secretary
Clemente Soares."

Indeed, if Obando and Soares decide that
the Sandinistas are unwilling to "demo-
cratize"—that is, provide the Nicaraguan
capitalists with free rein to reverse the
revolution—the war will continue, the
contras will receive military aid, and the
onus for "sinking" the peace talks will be
placed on the shoulders of the Sandinistas.

And if the Sandinistas are compelled to
make the concessions demanded by the
contras, to paraphrase Adolfo Calero, the
contras will have won the war. The
adoption of the 17 constitutional reforms
would represent a fatal blow to the
Nicaraguan Revolution,

Arias's real plan

The contras know they can also count on
help from Costa Rican President Oscar
Arias for their cause. Arias, in an interview
with the Washington Post on Feb. 7,
openly admitted that the real aim of his
"peace plan” was to kill the Nicaraguan
Revolution by placing pressure on the
Sandinista government to adopt "democratic
reforms.” [See March 1988 Socialist
Action.]

Arias's true colors are showing through
more clearly with each passing day. On
March 17, for example, Arias condemned
Nicaragua for "invading Honduras" and for
its "lamentable attitude of seeking to force
its adversary to the bargaining table on its
knees."

Arias has remained silent on the conti-
nued contra incursions into Nicaragua. But
he was quick to jump to the aid of the
contras when the Sandinistas, in legitimate
self defense, pursued the contras across the
border into Honduras in mid-March.

And on March 24, Costa Rican
Ambassador to Nicaragua Farid Ayales gave
an interview to the Nicaraguan daily La
Prensa in which he (1) urged the Sandinista
government to meet the contras’ demands
for "democracy,” (2) condemned the San-
dinista militants (whom he called "mobs")
for demonstrating against the contras, and
(3) urged the Sandinistas to return land and
property taken by the workers and peasants
to their "lawful" owners.

Role of Soviet bureaucracy

Nor can the Nicaraguan Revolution count
on the help of the Soviet Union. The
Soviet bureaucracy, in fact, has been one of
the forces most responsible for pushing the
Sandinistas to the negotiating table with
the contras.

A March 27 New York Times article by
Stephen Kinzer points out that the Soviet
Union has become a "maddeningly unreli-
able ally" of the Sandinista government. "It
has become increasingly clear," Kinzer
notes, "that the Soviet Union is not inter-
ested in taking on another charity case."

Specifically, in mid-February, top Soviet
officials announced they would not conti-
nue to underwrite the Nicaraguan economy
and would only provide half of Nicaragua's
total requirement of about 900,000 tons of
oil in 1988.

An article in the Feb. 6 Christian
Science Monitor fully captures the role of
the Soviet bureaucracy:

"One of the more interesting facts on the
world scene now is that Moscow is not
saving Daniel Ortega Saavedra.

"Mr. Ortega, the president of Nicaragua,
is in political retreat under the pressures
that forced him to lift his 'state of
emergency,’ permit opposition rallies,
release some of his political prisoners...

"None of this would have happened had
Moscow given him the economic and
military support for which he has
repeatedly asked. The Soviets' biggest
omission has been in the supply of oil...

"Soviet oil or Soviet money for oil
would make it possible for Mr. Ortega to
defy his neighbors and the Arias peace plan
that he has been forced to accept. He has
not been able to defy them."

No Contra Aid!

The Nicaraguan Revolution is in grave
danger. Antiwar activists in this country
should oppose all contra aid and all U.S.
intervention in Nicaragua.

It is one thing for the Sandinista govern-
ment, which has a gun placed at its head by
the imperialist brigands, to be compelled to
make concessions. But we in this country
are under no such obligation.

Those who support the clause in the
Sapod agreement which allows for "huma-
nitarian” contra aid "through neutral
channels," do a great disservice to the
revolution and to the right of self-
determination of the Nicaraguan people.

To argue, as some Nicaraguan solidarity
organizations do, that "Absolutely no U.S.
aid may be sent to the contras, unless it is
administered through neutral channels,” is
to prop up the gun that is being aimed at
the heart of the Nicaraguan Revolution. It
is to keep the contra forces alive (with "a
two-month rest with supplies," to quote
contra leader Alfredo César) in order to help
them wrest more concessions from the
Nicaraguan government.

This position must be rejected. It is time
to organize mass demonstrations against
the U.S. war on Nicaragua such as the one
being organized in San Francisco on April

Not one penny for the contras! U.S.
hands off Nicaragua! [ ]

This is the first of a two-part series on
the Nicaraguan Revolution today.
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Rally demands justice for
victims of Moscow Trials

By PETER ATWOOD and EMMA SILVER

NEW YORK—On March 19, some 200 people
attended a rally to publicize and broaden the support for a
campaign to clear the names of all the accused in the
Moscow Trials of 1937-38. The rally, held at the New
School for Social Research, was organized and sponsored
by the Moscow Trials Campaign Committee.

The event represented the successful culmination of a
several-months-long campaign in the United States to
gather signatures of academics, unionists, and other
prominent people who support the demand for
rehabilitation of all the Moscow Trials victims while
opposing the cold-war policies of the U.S. government.

This effort has been part of an international campaign
which has generated broad support and has been widely
endorsed.

Several signatories—including Paul Siegel (author),
Juliet Ucelli (New York Marxist School), Morris
Schappes (editor, Jewish Currents), Conrad Lynn
(NAACP lawyer), Marilyn Vogt-Downey (translator,
"Samizdat"), and Esteban Volkov (the grandson of Leon
Trotsky)—came to speak at the rally.

Messages from supporters Bill Henning, George
Saunders, and Noam Chomsky were also read.

The Moscow Trials, engineered by Soviet dictator
Joseph Stalin, were a shameful parody of justice. Absurd
charges and extracted confessions were devised to
obliterate the historical stature of many of Lenin's
comrades in the victorious October 1917 Revolution.

Following the show trials of famous Communist
Party leaders, millions of people from every walk of life
were killed in the purges that ensued. Moreover, the
ideals of socialism and the prestige of the Russian
Revolution were indelibly tarnished.

Today, the Gorbachev regime, confronted by economic
near-paralysis, is pushing for restructuring (perestroika)
and openness (glasnost). In the process, several of the
Moscow Trials defendants, among them Nikolai
Bukharin, have been cleared.

But the rehabilitation must not be reserved only for
those with whom Gorbacheyv finds himself in ideological
agreement. The rehabilitation must include Leon
Trotsky, who while in exile was presented as the
"mastermind” of the conspiracy, and other members of
the anti-Stalinist Left Opposition. The rehabilitation
must be total.

As the chairperson, Naomi Allen, stated in opening
the rally, the fight for rehabilitation is urgent today.
There is no solution to the problems faced by Soviet
society without a "thoroughly democratic participation
by the Soviet people.”

‘Stalin staged show
trials to stamp out
open debate’

We reprint below portions of Paul Siegel’s speech
given to the March 19 rally on behalf of the victims of
the Moscow Trials. Siegel is an author and professor
emeritus at Long Island University.

The Moscow Trials of 1936-38 were a turning point in
Soviet history, marking the consolidation of Stalin's
autocratic rule. They were also a gigantic frameup on a
scale that has few if any historical parallels.

Virtually the entire surviving Bolshevik leadership,
including all of the six surviving members of the
October Revolution Political Bureau with the exception
of Stalin, was charged with having made secret
agreements with Hitler and the Mikado to destroy and
dismember the Soviet Union.

It was necessary for Stalin to stage show trials in order

to destroy all those capable of leading opposition to him
by branding them as traitors and agents of enemy powers
and to stamp out the Bolshevik tradition of a full and
open debate and the right to fight for ideas diverging
from those of the leadership.

It would be wrong, however, to attribute the trials
simply to the malevolence of one man. This would be
the "cult of the personality” in reverse. The cumulative
effects of the war, the Allied blockade and military

.

Esteban Volkov

intervention, the civil war, famine, and typhus were
devastating for a backward country subject to the
pressures of its barbaric past and of imperialism's
barbaric present. ,

Under these conditions, workers' democracy receded and
a bureaucracy faithless to the ideals of the revolution
achieved supremacy. Stalin based himself on this
bureaucracy, whose privileges and power he extended.

Today, Soviet society—as Gorbachev has freely
admitted—has reached an impasse. The command
structure built under Stalin has become increasingly a
brake on the economy, especially in the spheres of
quality and of creative initiative.

The section of the bureaucracy now dominant in the
Soviet leadership, in seeking to cope with these crucial
problems, has found it necessary to pursue a policy of
greater openness. This means, among other things,
taking up past history—the official version of which
Soviet historians have admitted the Soviet people do not
believe.

The historian Yuri Afanasiev has said, "Let us talk
about the past, but it is the future of socialism that is in
question." Afanasiev, however, came under sharp attack
and has lost his post in the Communist Party. It is very
far from certain, therefore, that complete rehabilitation of
all the victims of the Moscow Trials will take place.

A great international campaign for such rehabilitation
is being conducted in solidarity with the courageous
people in the Soviet Union who have spoken up on the
matter. It has obtained the endorsements of 97
representatives of socialist, labor, and radical parties in

Socialist Action

the parliaments of 19 countries and of leaders in the
trade-union, cultural, academic, and civil-libertarian fields
in these and 17 other countries.

The U.S. Moscow Trials Campaign Committee
salutes all those engaged in the campaign and urges all 0f
you to join in the effort.

‘Trotsky became the
revolution’s fiercest
defender’

We reprint below portions of Esteban Volkov's speech
to the March 19 rally on behalf of the victims of the
Moscow Trials. Volkov is the grandson of Leon
Trotsky.

First, I want to thank you for the invitation to speak
in this very important historical event, because really we
are assisting in a very important and decisive historical
moment.

The original idea of socialism in its empirical form
and letter, its most articulate and scientific form—that is
to say Marxism—arose in response to the social
conditions of exploitation, injustice, and alienation of
the human being.

This condition, which has prevailed in all societies
accounted for by history, and has taken its most
sophisticated and extended forms in capitalist society,
still persists, unfortunately, in post-capitalist and pre-
socialist societies with their stratified economies under
bureaucratic dominion.

If Gorbachev and his leadership really want to succeed
in achieving perestroika and glasnost, and return to the
road of authentic socialism, it is sine qua non that light
should be cast on all the crimes of the Stalinist era. All
the names of the innocent victims have to be made
known and must be cleared. The historical truth must be
reestablished.

Among these long lists of victims, we have to
emphasize once more the indomitable Russian
revolutionary and Marxist theorist, Leon Trotsky. He
was a key protagonist in the triumph of the Russian
Revolution, and afterward he became its fiercest defender
in a deadly fight against the Stalinist counterrevolution.

Leon Trotsky will show us how far glasnost will
advance. The avalanche of lies, falsification, and
calumnies that have covered the Soviet Union and the
other Communist countries for more than half a century
have to be exposed and eliminated forever. Free and open
discussion has to be reestablished, as it was at the
beginning of the Bolshevik Party.

The last pages of history have shown us that the
abolition of private property over the means of
production is not a magic formula that will
automatically take humanity into an earthly paradise. A
second element of great importance to reach socialism is
the solution of the equation of power; like property, it
has to be shared by all the working sector of society.

If the power is only in the hands of one social group,
chances are that this group will sooner or later keep the
best and the most of what society offers and will not
have very much concern about what is left over for the
remaining groups.

The third important factor is to establish an adequate
level of abundance which would permit the fulfillment of
all human needs. Scarcity will always generate
stratification of society, with inequalities on a national
and international scale.

The fourth factor will be the prevailing of
internationalism. "Socialism" within national borders
will always be a potential source of conflicts and wars.

Man came out of the cave semi-naked. He has reached
the moon, has freed the energy of the atom, developed
the super-computer, and has created the new science of
genetic engineering. Is he then unable to create a more
just and harmonic social organization on the earth, or has
human history reached its last page?

Until the present, the train of history has not reached
its final destination: authentic socialism. It had to make
a previous stop in an inhospitable desert. Fortunately,
little by little, the train is resuming its forward motion.
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"The following is an interview with
photojournalists Danny Burke and Sean
McKernan of Belfast, Northern Ireland.
They are the creators of a non-partisan,
community-based photo exhibit, "Belfast
Exposed,” now on tour in the United
States. The exhibit was begun in 1983 to
document the situation in Belfast through
the eyes of its working people—Catholic
and Protestant, nationalist and loyalist. The
interview was conducted by Suzanne
Forsyth on March 21, 1988.

Socialist Action: The images in
your exhibit powerfully illustrate the
economic and political oppression resulting
from British rule. Can you describe the
current living conditions in the North of
Ireland?

Danny Burke: Belfast is a city in a
state of war. That comes across very
strongly in our exhibition. Basically, since
British troops were put on the streets in
nationalist areas of Belfast in 1969, the
Irish Republican Army (I.R.A.) has been
fighting a war against the British. They and
their supporters—and their support is quite
considerable—are demanding that the
British withdraw from Ireland and that a
united Ireland be allowed to develop.

The British Army and the police are in a
state of siege in nationalist areas. They
only leave their barracks in armored cars,
large numbers of soldiers and police. The
police, for example, will not patrol on their
own without the assistance of the British
Army.

Photographs in the exhibition show
British soldiers pointing guns at people, at
their houses. It is reminiscent of scenes one
might associate with a Central American
country with a dictatorship and huge
military presence on the streets. Effec-
tively, nationalist areas are under martial
law and have been for 20 years.

But other images come across as well.
The underlying theme is of huge working-
class areas of Belfast, with very high
unemployment amongst the nationalist
people. Statistically, if you are Catholic
your chances [of unemployment] are two-
and-one-half times greater than if you are
Protestant.

Heavy industry, the aircraft factories, the
shipyards, are all located in Protestant
areas. Therefore, unemployment of Protes-
tants is far less. Although, with the
mounting economic crisis in Britain and
worldwide, there is increasing unemploy-
ment among Protestants.

Poverty and repression
fuel Belfast protests

Belfast Catholics dive for cover at funeral for slain IRA members. Loyalist gunman

hurled grenades and opened fire, killing three and wounding over 60.

Women in struggle comes across as well.
In the women's prison there are a lot of
Republican political prisoners—who
undergo things like strip searching. You
see a lot of photographs of marches against
strip searching. You see groups of women
in demonstrations with arms linked to
protect the men and to protect the children
from attack by the army or police.

S.A.: You mentioned in a previous
conversation that although the South of
Ireland has its own government, it is still a
country very much dominated by Britain
economically. Can you comment on the
effects this has had, especially on the youth
of your country?

Sean McKernan: The biggest export
from the South of Ireland is its young
people. They are the symptom of this
problem and they end up over here in
America. One of the ironic things is that
American multinationals come over to the
South of Ireland, open up a factory, maybe
get a 10 million or 20 million-pound grant
from the South of Ireland government, and
overnight they can decide to leave, putting

the people they've employed for maybe a
few years back on the dole.

So the South of Ireland government is
left with-a massive debt to the taxpayers;
large, modern factories totally empty; and
all the people back on the dole and leaving
the country and going to places like
Anmerica to find work.

Danny Burke: In the North and in
Belfast where we live, you have this
incredibly high level of unemployment in
nationalist areas running to 85 percent.
Even in loyalist areas, you have maybe 25
percent unemployment in working-class
areas. There has been no attempt at all by
the British to tackle unemployment in the
six counties of Northern Ireland.

In nationalist areas, the young people
have nothing to look forward to except a
life on the dole or emigration. The
continuing frustration of those young
people is sowing the seeds of continued
"troubles” and agitation.

And in the South, apart from the huge
level of emigration of young people, there
have been a lot of young people taking to

the streets, and there are increasing
demonstrations against the policies of the
Southern government.

S.A.: There was a conference in
Coalisland, Northern Ireland, on Feb. 7,
1988, which resulted in the formation of a
1968 commemoration committee that plans
to carry out broad-based activities on the
anniversary of the Irish civil-rights
movement. What can you tell us about the
committee's upcoming activities?

Danny Burke: I was at the conference
in Coalisland, which was called by
Bernadette [Devlin] McAliskey, who was a
prominent leader of the civil-rights
movement in 1968-69.

The conference was interesting because
there was the general feeling that here they
were in 1988, and certain demands of the
civil-rights movement had been granted.
But although people had marched on the
streets for these issues in large numbers—
peacefully—they were battered off the
streets by the police. Plastic bullets and
tear gas were fired at them, and the
leadership was jailed.

Basically, over 20 years, repression had
increased and civil rights had diminished.

"Belfast Exposed” has been asked by the
'68 Committee set up at the conference to
do an exhibition of photographs which
examines the history of the past 20 years,
an important historical documentary.

There are going to be a number of
seminars and lectures, and they are hoping
to get a prominent leader of the Black civil-
rights movement of the '60s [in the United
States] to come and give a lecture, and
possibly some members of the ANC as
well, and other civil-rights groups across
the world. They may even have an
international inquiry into the situation [in
Northern Ireland].

There will be commemorative marches,
demonstrations, and meetings—such as
marches in commemoration of such events
as the October the 5th march in Derry, of
course, the major civil-rights demonstration
in the North of Ireland that was attacked by
the police. It's going to be a very
interesting year. ]

;

Our readers speak out

Alice Snipper, a member of
Socialist Action, died on Dec.
31, 1987, at the age of 73. We
are reprinting below messages
from Canada and Ireland that were

sent in tribute to Alice. The first, .

Jfrom Ruth Bullock, was sent to
the Feb. 28 memorial meeting in
San Francisco.

Canada

Dear comrades and friends of
Alice Snipper,

‘T join with you in paying

Baltimore Socialist Action
P.O. Box 16005

Baltimore, MD 21218

Boston Socialist Action
P.O. Box 1046 GMF
Boston, MA 02205

(617) 4970230

Chicago Socialist Action
P.O. Box 267848

Chicago, IL 60626

(312) 327-5752

Cincinnatl Socialist Action
P.O. Box 37029

Cincinnati, OH 45222

(513) 272-2596

tribute to Comrade Alice and in
appreciation of her decades of
faithful daily service to the
Trotskyist cause.

We all come to the time when
we must leave—but not everyone
has done so with such a fine
record as the one Comrade Alice
leaves us. Let it be a worthy
example to those who follow and
a source of comfort to those who
will miss her personally.

Ruth Bullock
Vancouver, B.C.
Canada

Where To Find Us

Cleveland Socialist Action
P.O. Box 6151

Cleveland, OH 44101

(216) 429-2167

Detroit Socialist Action
P.O. Box 32546
Detroit, M| 48232

Grand Rapids
Socialist Action
P.O. Box 3505

Grand Rapids, MI 49501

Los Angeles Socialist Action
P.O. Box 60605

Terminal Annex

Los Angeles, CA 90060

(213) 250-4608

Ireland

Dear editor,

I read Asher Harer's article in
the February issue of Socialist
Action about Alice Snipper. She
really was a dedicated campaigner.
Our sympathy to her companion,
Henry, and to her comrades. I am
enclosing a poem I wrote for
Alice.

"A socialist for 50 years,"” the
paper’s headline said,

Minneapolis Socialist
Action

P.O. Box 14087

Dinkeytown Station
Minneapolis, MN 55414

New York

Socialist Action

P.O. Box 20209 Ca. Finance
693 Columbus Ave.

New York, N.Y. 10025

San Francisco
Socialist Action

3435 Army St., Suite 308
San Francisco, CA 94110
(415) 821-0458

A lifetime dedicated to a dream.

On the workers’ side when
things were good, and when the
going got tough

A willingness to swim against
the stream.

To the shipyard and the factory,
the campus and the street

She took a message workers
understand

That the wrongs and the
oppression that workers daily face

Won't be put right except by
workers’ hand.

There were those who promised
victory if workers were to tgke

The opportunist’s shortcut now
and then

"Be moderate, be reasonable,
and play it by their rules

Back the Democrats—the only
way to win."

But Alice trudged the narrow
road that'’s revolution-bound

And set aside the plots and
schemes and cant.

And on behalf of workers she
raised the battlecry

"We're moderate—the Earth is
all we want."”

Though half a world divides us,
her passing makes us sad
Our Comrade—though we never
knew her name.
But the dedication of her life to
the cause of the oppressed
Has given us another guiding
flame.
Joe Harrington
Member, Limerick City
Council
Limerick, Ireland

Malcolm
Dear editor:

I read with interest Michael
Schreiber's review of the Oakland
Ensemble Theatre's production,
"The Meeting" [February 1988]. I
am always pleased when
reviewers provide interesting in-
formation to readers—background
material they may not know. The
knowledge of Malcolm X was
illuminating. Thank you.

Victoria Kirby

OET Public Relations Director

Oakland, Calif.

Really shows
Dear editor,

I have recently moved. Please
send the rest of my Socialist
Action subscription to my new
address. I also want to compli-
ment you on the high quality
work that goes into the paper. It
really shows.

Kevin K.
San Jose, Calif.

Frank Graves, a founding
member of the Socialist Workers
Party and a former editor of The
Militant died on March 22 in Los
Angeles. He was 87. An article
on his life will appear in next
month's Socialist Action.
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Why Jesse Jackson’s

political star is rising

By NAT WEINSTEIN

At this point in the 1988 presidential
election campaign, Jesse Jackson is
running in second place in what has
become a two-person race for the Demo-
cratic Party nomination. Four years ago, in
contrast, Jackson remained far behind
throughout the Democrats' presidential-
selection process.

Newsweek magazine credits Jackson's
Black vote percentage "in the high 90s."
This national magazine notes that while his
white vote during the "Super Tuesday”
primaries in Southern states was "slightly
disappointing, averaging 7 percent, it runs
higher in Northern states.”

Exemplifying Jackson's growing appeal
among whites, Newsweek reports, "In
Alaska, a state whose population is only 3
percent Black, Jackson won last week's
caucuses outright with 35 percent of the
vote."

The same magazine's March 21 edition
featured Jackson on its cover in an article
characterizing him in its title as "The
Power Broker." The article concludes that
Jackson's new white support comes from
limousine liberals, yuppie liberals, younger
voters, and workers and farmers.

The report is highly dubious of Jackson's
chances of winning nomination on the
Democratic Party presidential slate. But the
magazine believes he has emerged as a
political leader capable of forcing election-
campaign platform planks on the
Democratic Party.

Jackson, Newsweek says, favors "such
divisive issues as gay rights and higher
taxes [on the wealthy]...health and child
care, education, a higher minimum wage,
and legal protections for workers fighting
plant closings and farmers faced with
foreclosures."

Although Jackson, like all the other
capitalist candidates, is vague as to how
such programs will be put into effect and
financed, he has come out for cuts in the
military budget to pay for a portion of
these costs. But, just as he is careful to
make clear his support for a strong war
machine—including the military defense of
imperialism's allies against "commu-
nism"—many other of his proposals
contradict his "progressive" stands.

One such Jackson gimmick, for instance,
is his plan to pay for "reinvestment in
America" with the interest earned by
workers' pension funds.

Why liberals support Jackson

The article also unintentionally reveals
that support for Jackson from sections of
the ruling class comes as a result of his
ability to bring Blacks, workers, and

farmers—alienated from both capitalist

political parties—back into the Democratic
Party, and into the capitalist political fold.

They correctly see his highly ambiguous
campaign rhetoric as mere lip-service to the
aspirations of working people. They also
know that Jackson's demagogy is designed
to sidetrack and defuse the increasingly
explosive mood of discontent building up
in the face of mounting economic setbacks
for the most exploited layers of American
society.

Jackson's appeal among these victims of
American capitalism is due to his seem-
ingly anti-capitalist demagogy. His
speeches are laced with winged attacks
against the "economic violence" suffered by
millions.

His "ideology,” Newsweek says, divides
society into "those who perpetrate the
‘violence’ and those who are victimized by

it." But Newsweek, which is in step with a
general media policy of building Jackson's
image, is not turned off by such hints of
"class-struggle” rhetoric.

Jackson's purely demogogic aim ctomes
through in this article. The magazine
shows that he focuses his attacks exclu-
sively on "Reaganites” as the "perpetrators”
of economic violence while covering up for
the Democratic Party and capitalism as a
whole.

Candidate of the oppressed?

The reason for Jackson's rising
presidential star in 1988 has two elements.

First, unlike four years ago, Jackson has

made absolutely clear, well in advance, his
commitment to whichever Democratic
presidential slate the party chooses. This
contributes to the ruling class's growing
confidence in a "responsible” Jesse Jackson.

Secondly, last October's stock-market
crash, registering the entry of world
capitalism into a new period of economic
and political destabilization, has changed
everything. The real decision-makers for
American capitalism know that the coming
period will see the eruption of economic
and political crises that will radicalize wide
layers of workers and their natural allies.

They now need to accelerate the
admission of a broader layer of "leaders"
from the most oppressed layers of society
into their stable of capitalist politicians.
They have a more pressing need to co-opt
talented demagogues like Jackson to more
effectively divert the masses from taking
the road of genuinely independent anti-
capitalist political action.

They are thus prepared to risk raising
expectations by giving an impetus to the
notion of an American president "repre-
senting" the most oppressed portions of the
working class. The mass media's generous
coverage of the Jackson campaign contri-
buted heavily to his rising star—as a
capitalist politician.

And Jackson, for his part, makes certain
that there is no misunderstanding regarding
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the class nature of his political campaign:
He has named his so-called "shadow
cabinet"—those whom he would push to be
included in the presidential cabinet if a
Democrat wins in November.

The list of "respected” representatives of
the U.S. ruling class he has drawn up
includes former President Jimmy Carter;
Felix Rohatyn, the banker who "saved"
New York City from financial ruin in the
1970s at the expense of working people;

and Jim Wright, the leader of the
Democrats in the House of Representatives.

Newsweek notes also that Jackson
doesn't hesitate to be identified with figures
like Selma, Ala., Mayor Joe Smitherman,
who 23 years ago unleashed the police on
Blacks marching across the Edmund Pettus
Bridge for the right to vote.

Jackson campaign harms workers

There is only one thing standing in the
way of an effective defense of working
people's interests. It is the false conception
systematically imposed on workers by their
misleaders that harmonious and mutually
beneficial relations between exploiter and
exploited is merely a matter of policy.

This is the gimmick labor's misleaders
have traditionally used to justify supporting
the "friends" of labor (in the Democratic
Party) against its "enemies" (in the
Republican Party).

This is the basic falsehood that serves to
block an effective movement against
capitalist exploitation and oppression. This
is why American workers, objectively the
most powerful in the world, have suffered
one setback after another in recent years.

The working class and its natural allies
are the overwhelming majority of the
population. When united around their
common class interests, "there is no power
greater,” as the labor song goes. This class
solidarity is impossible to achieve, and is
in diametric opposition to the notion that a
partnership is possible between the
capitalists and their victims.

The Jackson campaign for the
Democratic Party nomination works to
perpetuate the myth of a community of
interest between capitalists and their
victims. Jackson's political message is
entirely designed to hang the hopes of the
masses on the good will of "good"
capitalist politicians.

His message works objectively as well to

(continued on page 6)
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