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U.SJCanadalUN Out of the Near East! 

AP 
u.s. rape of Iraq has provoked outrage throughout the country. April 28 protest outside Palestine Hotel in Baghdad, 
under guns of U.S. military. 

The colonial subjugation of the Iraqi people under u.s. mil­
itary occupation has begun. The rapid victory of American 
and British forces was not a war but a one-sided slaughter. 
The imperialists pounded Iraqi cities with anti-personnel clus­
ter bombs designed to kill the 

the imperialist occupation has encouraged reactionary forces 
to emerge, from fundamentalists demanding an Islamic 
republic to monarchists to "democrats" on the CIA payroll. 

Ethnic and religious antagonisms, stoked by the British 
imperialist conquest at the end of 

maximum number of people in 
densely populated areas. Hospi­
tals and morgues overflowed with 
dead and wounded men. women 

Defend the Palestinians! 
World War I and fueled by 
decades of bourgeois-nationalist 
rule, now threaten to erupt in an 

and children. The U.S. and British military now lord it over a 
population lacking just about every necessity of daily life. 

[n the wake of a relatively easy military victory for the 
imperialists. the colonial occupation has provoked outrage 
and resistance among the population. Scores of Iraqis have 
already been shot dead by U.S. troops during protests against 
the occupation. Demonstrations of tens of thousands in Bagh­
dad and other cities have demanded that the U.S. "Go Home" 
and "Leave Our Country. We Want Peace." At the same time, 

orgy of bloodletting. In the areas 
of northern Iraq dominated by the U.S.-allied nationalists of 
the Kurdish Democratic Party (KDP) and Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan (PUK), mobs have driven thousands of Arabs from 
their villages. In Mosul, Arab protesters not only chanted 
"U.S. out!" but also "Kurds out!" And the Turkmen minority 
is so besieged that they have appealed for military interven­
tion by Turkey. 

Mosul was a stronghold of the Ba'ath Party. However, 
(continued on page 8) 
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Toronto Feminists Ban Iranian Leftists 
As the imperialists prepared to rain bombs down on Bagh­

dad, the International Women's Day in Toronto organizers 
outrageously excluded (he Action Committee on Women's 
Rights in Iran (ACWRl) from their meetings and barred 
them from having display tables at the IWD fair. Why'! 
Because at last year'~ IWD rally, ACWRI staged a depiction 
of a woman throwing off her veil in an act of defiance 
against centuries of women's oppression hy mosque and 
state. From the vantage point of "Canada the good" social 
democrats, this passionate act of anger against the stoning, 
torture and imprisonment of women in Iran is' disruptive and 
might "offend" Muslims. We strongly protest this 'ban, car­
ried out in the servicc of covcring for Islamic fundamental­
ism and anti-woman bigotry. 

This is typical of the IWD organizers, as well as the 
reformist left, many of whom supported thc anti-woman 
Islamic bigots and mullahs hehind the Iranian "revolution" in 
1979 under the guisc of anti-imperialism. The International 
Socialists ran laudatory articlcs about the mullah-led "mass 
movement" which overthrew the shah, with headlines like 
"The form-religion, The spirit-revolution" (Workers' 
Action, February I f.J79). Uniqucly on the left, we told the 
truth: the Islamic regime would be one of barbaric repression 
of women, worker" and national and religious minorities. We 
said: "Down with the Shah! No support to the mullahs! For 
workers revolution in Iran!" 

We defend the ACWRI-and the Worker-communist Party 
of Iran (WCPl) with which it is affiliated-against exclu­
sions. Nevertheless we have serious political differences with 
the WCPt. At protests against the Iraq war they appeared 
quite militant, with red banners and appealing slogans such 
as "Long live Socialism" and "Long live Karl Marx." But 
despite the "red" coloring, their program is reformist to thc 
core. They have long sought to pressure the agencies of 
imperialism to aid the people of the Ncar East. They calion 
the governments of Canada and other imperialist countries to 
take action against the Iranian regime hy shutting down its 
emhassies. Now the WCPI calls on the UN to take over the 
colonial occupation of Iraq. At a Vancouver protest they 
chanted, "U.S. Out, UN In!" Their statement on the fall of 
Baghdad argues: "the most appropriate and immediate solu­
tion is the urgent withdrawal of US and British troops and the 
introduction of UN forces for a transitory period .... " 

The UN is nothing hut an instrument serving the interests 
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of the great imperialist powers. The UN put its stamp on the 
slaughter of the first Gulf War against Iraq, and UN sanc­
tions took a hideous toll on the Iraqi people with the death of 
1.5 million by starvation or disease. To call on this fig-leaf 

Alta KenClre/AFP 

Teheran rally defies Islamic regime on International Wo­
men's Day, March 8. 

for imperialism to end the sUhjugation of Iraq is worse than 
absurd-it builds illusions in the very forces we need to 
combat. 

We of the International Communist I..eague call for the 
immediate withdrawal of all U.S., Canadian and UN troops 
out of Iraq and the Ncar East. We fight to mobilize the inter­
national proletariat to liherate neocolonial nations from 
imperialism and overthrow capitalism in the imperialist 
countries through socialist rcvolution. Printed below is the 
Trotskyist League's March lX protest letter to the Toronto 
IWD organizers. 

We are in rec~ipt .of "An Open Letter to the 'Organizers' 
of IWD," a leaflet dated February 18, 2003 from the Action 
Committee on.Women's Rights in Iran - Toronto (ACWRI). 
We protest. your decision to ban these women's rights 
activists from attending your organizing meetings and from 
setting up display tables at the International Women's Day 
Fair. The exclusion of any organization fighting for women's 
rights from IWD is.a repugnant practice, but to ban a Middle 
Eastern women's organization for the "crime" of protesting 
the anti-woman.law.s of the Islamic Repuhlic of Iran is out­
rageous. As the ACWRI wrote in its open letter: "Our mem­
bers have experienced first hand what [it 1 is like to be 
treated as [the] Second Sex. We have experienced segrega­
tion, stoning, and Islamic Dress Code." Yet, ACWRI writes 
that they have been banned for "disrespect of 'others'" when 
they showed the courage to speak out against these outrages. 
The ACWRI leanet continues: "On that day lInternational 
Women's Day 2002] we symbolically chained a woman and 
she was dragged by a Mullah wherever he wanted to drag 

(continued on page 17) 
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Massive Strike Wave Sweeps France 
A strike by up to two million 

workers brought France to a virtual 
halt on May 13 as schools and gov­
ernment offices were closed and 
public transportation and air traffic 
were brought to a near standstill. 
French workers are fighting to beat 
back attempts by the government 
of conservative president Jacques 
Chirac to cut retirement benefits 
for public employees and increase 
their payments into the pension 
system. The union leaders meant 
the strike to be a one-day "show of 
force" to back up their negotiations 
with the government, but the work­
ers were not following the bureau­
crats' script. Workers at many loca­
tions, voting daily in general 
assemblies on the shopfloor, con­
tinued the strikes, keeping the 
country largely t\cd up throughout 
the week. . 

There has been considerable pub­
lic support for the strikes despite 
the disruption that accompanied 
them. Lines of tied-up traffic around 
Paris totaled some 300 kilometers; 
the streets of the capital were filled 
with people walking, skating or 

Reuters 

Paris, May 25: Hundreds of thousands protest against government's attacks on 
workers' pension rights. 

Down With Racis,;f, . IS! 
For a Multiethnic Revolut~o \ :. ': e'rs Party! 

cycling to their destinations. It is widely understood that 
attacks on state employees' pensions are simply a prelude to 
attacks on everyone's pensions and other social benefits. But 
leaders of the main trade-union federations, fearful of the 
explosive anger among the ranks, have tried to put a lid on 
the situation. Leaders of the Socialist Party-led CFDT trade­
union federation broke the united front of all the major union 
federations by signing a deal with the government and then 
despicably engaging in active strikebreaking against the 
workers who continued to strike. The division of the prole­
tariat into separate unions run as political fiefdoms weakens 
the workers' struggles. Our comrades of the Ligue Trotskyste 
de France fight for industrial unionism--one industry, one 
union-to maximize the workers' unity against the employers 
and the capitalist state. 

On May 19, hundreds of thousands of strikers-primarily 
teachers, hospital personnel and postal workers-braved 
heavy rain to march in Paris and other cities. However, 
while public transportation was shut down in Marseille, 
most rail, subway and other public transportation workers, 
who were key in tying up the country, have returned to 
work. Calling for a nationwide demonstration on Sunday, 
May 25, the leaders of the Force Ouvriere and CGT union 
federations are cynically manipulating the combativity of the 
workers back into a parliamentary framework of "pressur­
ing" the government. 

While centered on public employees, the strikes mobilized 
a significant component of workers from the private sector. 
In the industrial city of Lyon, fully one-half of the strikers 

were in private industry. This is significant because the 
strategic component of immigrant workers in the French 
industrial proletariat is entirely concentrated in the private 
sector (racist French law bans non-citizens from public sector 
jobs). "Left" and right-wing governments alike have used 
racist attacks on min(lritie~ to divide and demoralize the 
working class in France. from racist discrimination in hiring, 
education and housing to thc Vigipirate campaign of military 
and police terror against immigrants and minorities. Seizing 
on the terror attacks in Morocco in mid-May, the French 
government announced that it is raising the Vigipirate "anti­
terrorism alert" to "Code Orange," a threat not only to the 
country's besieged minority communities but to striking 
workers as well. 

We reprint below a ISMay learlet issued by the LTF, sec­
tion of the International Communist League. 

With the massive May 13 strikes and demonstrations, 
which continue today, the working class is ripping apart the 
reactionary national unity behind the ChinlC government that 
was stitched together by the SP ISocialist Party], CP lCom­
munist Party] and LCR (Ligue Communiste Revolution­
naire) together with the trade-union bureaucrats. From their 
outright vote for Chirae last year "'against Le Pen," to 
heralding the French imperialists as a force for "peace" 
against U.S. imperialism's colonial slaughter of Iraq, these 
traitors have done everything in their power to tie the work­
ing class to the class enemy. This strengthened the hand of 

(continued on page 12) 
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Toronto, Montreal: 

State Vendetta Against Leftists 
Beaten Back 

Left-wing militants, workers and all defenders 
of democratic rights won some rare but impor­
tant victories this spring when ominous show ~ri­
als ill Montreal and Toronto blew up in the pros­
ecution's face. 

Three Montreal activists-Jaggi Singh, Jon­
athan Aspircault-Masse and Christina Xydous­
faced bogus charges of rioting and unlawful as­
sembly. These stemmed from a police attack on a 
demonstration of over 1,000 people in down­
town Montreal against a meeting of the G-20 
finance ministers and central bank governors in 
October 2000. After a three-week trial, the jury 
returned an emphatic "not guilty" verdict on all 
charges. As Jaggi Singh, a prominent anarchist 
and spokesman for CLAC (Anti-Capitalist 
Convergence) declared: "The verdict today is 
not just a victory for the three defendants, but 
also a modest win for political organizing in 
Montreal." 

At the same time, three militants of the On­
tario Coalition Against Poverty (OCAP)-John 
Clarke, Gaetan Heroux and Stefan Pilipa-were 

Peter EdwardsfToronto Star 

Drop all charges against OCAP Three! From left, Stefan Pilipa, lawyer 
Peter Rosenthal, John Clarke and Gaetan Heroux. 

being dragged through the courts on frame-up charges stem­
ming from a June 2000 demonstration at the Ontario Legisla­
ture against attacks on homeless people and the poor. The 
charges included counseling to riot and counseling to assault 
police, carrying possible jail terms of up to seven years. In 
fact, the march on Queen's Park was met by a cop riot, with 
police charging the crowd on horseback and brutally beating 
demonstrators. The court case against the OCAP Three ended 
in a mistrial with the jury at an impasse. As OCAP leader 
Clarke commented at the end of the four-month ordeal, "the 
divisions that the Harris and Eves government have created 
in Ontario society showed up in that jury room. There is a 
political polarization in this province and the assumption that 
this was going to be some prosecutorial cakewalk for them 
was misplaced" (Toronto Star, 12 May). 

The OCAP trial was a rallying point for leftists, defenders 
of the poor and the homeless. Members of the Trotskyist 
League joined with others in packing the courtroom on sev­
eral occasions in a show of defiance against the state's 
vendetta. Attendees wore OCAP buttons in solidarity with 
the defendants, giving a message to the court and cops on 
hand that fighting poverty and homelessness is not a crime. 
Underscoring that the three defendants did not stand alone, 
this show of support had a clear impact on the jury, aiding 
in the resulting mistrial. 

The targeting of leftist protesters comes in the context of 
the post-9111 so-called "war on terrorism." It includes wag­
ing war on basic civil liberties, witchhunting immigrants, 
overturning hard fought union gains and criminalizing oppo-

sition to imperialist war. Among hundretls of such cases is 
that of 29-year-old Moroccan immigrant Adil Charkaoui. He 
is being held in prison in Montreal under a CSIS security 
certificate and faces deportation, even though he has not 
been accused of any crime. In Toronto, Mahmoud Jaballah 
has been held in solitary confinement for close to two years 
as a suspected "terrorist," part of the government's attempt to 
deport him to Egypt where, according to Ottawa's own 
assessment, he will face torture and death. Neither these men 
nor their lawyers can even see the purported "evidence" 
against them. As Jaballah's lawyer Rocco Galati said, the 
message to Arabs here is: "You don't have any constitutional 
rights." 

The state's "war on terror" has extended to left-wing 
activists like OCAP. Toronto police chief Julian Fantino 
denounced the OCAP march on Queen's Park as "domestic 
terrorism" and characterized its activities as "organized 
crime at its finest." The fact that the government has spent 
months carrying out show trials to prosecute leftists, using 
millions of dollars, while the homeless arc dying and ser­
vices for working people have been axed speaks volumes to 
the bankruptcy of the capitalist system! It is part and parcel 
of this rotten system to attack working people, minorities, 
the poor and anyone else who stands in the way of their 
profits. The bourgeois state (including the cops, courts and 
prisons) is the armed fist of repression for the ruling class. 
The capitalist rulers are going after groups like OCAP and 
CLAC with added vengeance because their militant protests 

(continued on page 17) 
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B..ggort on Migrant Farm Workers 

"Made in Canada" Racist Hell 
This article is based 011 {/ report by comrade Kristr (IF the 

Toronto Spartacus Youth Cluh. 
As the imperialist war drive has occupied itself with slaugh­

ter and plunder in Iraq, racist attacks on minorities and immi­
grants here at home have incrcased. Although these groups 
have always faced repression from thc capitalist courts, pris­
ons and policc, this has been intensified since Septcmher II 
and the so-called "war on terror." Such attacks must he chal­
lenged by the working class, which has thc social power and 
objective class interest to defend all of the oppressed. Particu­
larly in a country like Canada, immigrants aren't just victims; 
they are a kcy sector of the working class. The emancipation of 
the working class from the capitalist system of war, racism and 
poverty is integrally linkcd to the defense of immigrants and 
minorities from all forms of oppression. 

Isolated and often unseen, farm workers arc one of the 
most oppressed and abused sectors of Canadian society. Slav­
ing away for 12 t~ 15 hours a day during peak periods, a 
great many of these workers are migrants or minorities. 

As a teenager from Chatham, a small city in southwestern 
Ontario where jobs are scarce, [ have vivid memories of 
spending my summers toiling in the corn ficlds. Working in 
the blistering heat for minimum wage, my fellow workers 
and r would complain ahout our slave-driving crew leader. 
who often had us work more than 12 hour days with insulTi­
cient breaks. I remember kids passing out from heat-stroke. 

A few years later, I worked another agricultural job as an 
asparagus buncher, and although I was thankful to be work­
ing in a barn out of the sun, I still spent II hours a day on my 

rJ, 

feet. I noticed the vast majority of my fellow workers didn't 
speak English; they were migrant workers from Italy. 

A friend of mine recently worked planting tomatoes 
and tobacco. He was one of three white Canadians. The 
rest of the crew were migrant workers from Trinidad. He 
would comment bitterly that while his wages increased 
up to $11.00 an hour, the experienced workers from 
Trinidad earned only $7.25. Although the white people 
were told to kccp quiet about their higher pay, the 
unequal wages werc well known. 

[n Chatham, hoth an agricultural and aging industrial 
city, the segregation of black Canadians whose ancestors 
settled here through the Underground Railroad is openly 
visihle. Most live in the East End, the run down part of 
town infested with crack cocaine and prostitution. The 
Native population in neighboring Wallaceburg is stigma­
tized as "vio[ent alcoholics" by bigots. In smaller commu­
nities such as this, the effects of the capitalist state's racist 
policies are crystal c1car. 

[n order to generate greater profits, capitalists continually 
seek cheaper labor sources. They often find these from coun­
tries purposely kept underdeveloped by imperialist exploita­
tion. like Mexico, Jamaica, or the Philippines. Hence the 
introduction of the Commonwealth Caribbean Seasonal 
Agricultura[ Workers (SAW) program, the use of which has 
been steadily increasing since its inception in the 1960s (a 
similar program for Mexican workers emerged in the mid-
1970s). Though forced to pay Employment Insurance premi­
ums, they are denied coverage. Migrant workers are also 

excluded from social programs such 
as education, welfare and (for practi­
cal purposes) health care coverage. 
After months of back-breaking labor, 
they are then summarily sent back to 
their countries, often to a life of ex­
treme impoverishment. 

Agricultural employers often refuse 
to pay sick days or overtime. Workers 
are not covered by the occupational 
health and safety legislation, and are 
often exposed to harmful pesticides. 
Their living condjtions are often 
worse than those they face in the 
Third World. The threat of deporta­
tion at their own expense serves to 
silence and intimidate them from tak­
ing action against their exploiters. 

Craig Berggold 

Immigrant farm workers picket against farm owners in B.C., mid-1980s. Foreign­
born workers are key to class struggle against racist Canadian capitalism. 

Last November, Queen's Park 
passed the cynically named Agricul­
tural Emp[oyees Protection Act ban­
ning farm workers' right to unionize. 
Ontario's 100,000 farm workers have 
been lobbying for years to gain this 

(continued on page 18) 
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Canadian Left and the Test of War 
The bloody U.S. war of conquest against 

Iraq was a litmus test for the left. Millions 
internationally and hundreds of thousands in 
Canada rallied against the war. Yet it is 
patently clear that the biggest antiwar demon­
strations in history had no effect whatsoever 
on the war-crazed American ruling class. 

In statement after statement, speech after 
speech, the reformist organizers of the anti­
war protests claimed that we could "stop the 
war" hy huilding the hroadest possible move­
ment. [n the U.S. that meant an alliance with 
"ant i war" Democratic Party politicians. In 
Germany and France it meant rallying work­
ers and leftist youth he hind their "antiwar" 
imperialist govcrnments. [n Canada it meant 
pushing the imperialist rulers in Ottawa to 
take a stand for "peace," 

At demonstrations and teach-ins, on the 
campuses and among trade unionists, the Trot­
skyist League and Spartacus Youth Cluhs 
sharply opposed the nationalist pacifism pro­
moted by the reformist left. We insisted that 
the struggle against imperialist war cannot be 
separated from the struggle against the capi­
talist system that hreeds war. We said that the 
rulers in Ottawa-or Paris and Berlin-arc 
not potential "antiwar" allies hut deadly ene­

TOllY Bock/Toronto Star 

March 20: Youthful antiwar demonstrators block downtown Toronto inter· 
section during rush hour. 

mies or working people and the oppressed. We exposed the 
antiwar pretensions of the NDP, which supported the imperi­
alist drive to disarm Iraq through the United Nations and 
painted capitalist Canada as a force for peace. We buill Revo­
lutionary Internationalist Contingents in antiwar protests, 
calling "Down With U.S./Canadian Imperialism' Defend 
Iraq '" lmmediately after the war began, we mass distrihuted a 
statement by our comrades of the Spartacist League/U.S. 
which proclaimed: 

"It is in the class interest of the international proletariat to 
clearly take a side in delense of Iraq without giving any politi­
cal support to the bloody Saddam Hussein regime. Every vic­
tory for the LJ .S. imperialists can only encourage further mili­
tary adventures. In turn, every humiliation, every setback, 
every defeat they sufTer will serve to assist the struggles of 
wOlling people and the oppressed around the globe." 

Given the colossal military advantage of the U.S .. we 
emphasized that the chief means of defending Iraq was 
through international working-class struggle. In Europe, ital­
ian dock and rail workers as well as Scottish train drivers 
took action against the transport of munitions, showing a 
glimpse of the social power that could be brought to hear. 
Citing such labor actions, the longshore union in Saint John, 
New Brunswick pledged to boycott military cargo destined 
for the Persian Gulf. 

Everywhere, "left" talking union bureaucrats made fiery 
antiwar speeehes ... until the bombing began. Then they pre­
dictahly rallied behind their own governments. In Britain, 
the Trades Union Congress refused even to participate in a 
ten-minute European-wide work stoppage against the war. 
The Canadian Labour Congress saluted Chretien's transpar-

___ c ____ .... _. _____ _ 
'/11 ___ _ 

ently phony "opposition" to the war while beseeching "em­
ployers and business decision-makers in this country to raise 
their voices on the side of peace." 

"Left" Apologists for Canadian Nationalism, 
Pro-Imperialist NDP 

Reformist groups like the Communist Party (CP) and 
International Socialists (1.S.) unashamedly covered for the 
labor tops and NDP while denouncing youthful activists 
seeking a left-wing alternative. An article in the CP's Peo­
ple:~ Voice (1-15 April) attacked antiwar militants in B.C. 
who sought "a 'more advanced' policy emphasizing opposi­
tion to capitalism." The CP complained that "an anti­
capitalist 'hasis of unity' would mean condemning the Cana­
dian government"-the last thing these Maple Leaf 
socialists would ever countenance. Such a stance, they 
warned, would "make it more difficult for us to include 
forces with other world views" in the antiwar parades. What 
the CP had in mind was people like Larry Camphell, the 
NDP-allied Vancouver mayor. Even as People '.I' Voice 
praised mayor Campbell for marching for "peace," he was 
unleashing the cops to round up immigrants and the poor in 
the destitute Downtown Eastside! 

The 1.S. pushed the same wretched perspective of "unity" 
with the NDP and pressure on the Canadian government. 
Rather than fighting to win workers and youth to a struggle 
against Canadian capitalism, they issued pathetic pleas like 
"Just say 'no', Jean" and "Hold Chretien's feet to the anti­
war fire," and repeatedly hailed empty "antiwar" speeches 
by NDP politicians. 

At the same time, the 1.S. has waged an outrageous smear 

111111111 



Summer 2003 

-
.i· 

~t;, " ~ 

';s ~ 

., '/ 

c r, I • Hi 
DownWllh U 

1111 PUf i:>li, rn' 

DEFEND IRAQ! 
All u.S,/CilnadiaflIUN 

Out of the Near East! 

--------------------------~----..f"A Trotskyist le;q::Uc 
~ Sparlilcus Youth Club 

~ 

7 

little more than an attempt to add a patina nf mil­
itancy to the mainstream antiwar movemenL 
Vancouver's Fire This Time Movement has won 
support for its sometimes audacious protests on 
hehalf of the oppressed, such as an action at the 
Vancouver airport which forcstallcu the deporta­
tion of an Iranian refugee. Yet for all ih rhetoric 
about solidarity with the peoples of the 'Third 
Worlu," Fire This Time hreathcd not a word of 
criticism of the mainstream, Canadian-nationalist 
antiwar movcment. 

After the U.S. conquest they went so far as to 
call the antiwar movement a "huge success," 
claiming that it "forced the impcrialist ruling 
class to change direction and become less offen­
sive" (Fire This Time, May 2003). This is 
frankly ludicrous. It should be clear to all that 
the broad antiwar coalitions that mobilized mil­
lions across the world did nothing to stop or 
even limit the ability of the world's hloouiest 
imperialist power to devastate Iraq. Fire This 
Time's claim bespeaks a deep faith that capital­
ism can be fundamentally reformeu, or at least 
restrained, through mass pressure. 

Other direct action organizations take a more 
left-wing stance. Many militants in OCAP, Mon­
treal's CLAC (Anti-Capitalist Convergence) and 
various anarchist collectives would agree that 

SC plloto 

Trotskyist League/Spartacus Youth Club contingent at Toronto antiwar 
demonstration, March 22. 

the task at hand is not merely to end one particu­
lar war, but to end the system behind all wars. The question 
is how to uo this. 

campaign against left-wing activists in Toronto. A 16 April 
Socialist Worker editorial claimed that during a March 20 
antiwar demo, "A small group literally smashed their way 
through the front of the march as it was marshalling, and 
proceeded to hold their own, supposedly 'more militant' 
snake march. This breakaway march then rushed to a church 
where a mass meeting had been planned, stormed the doors, 
and effectively prevented the meeting from happening in an 
effective fashion." 

This is a tissue of lies ii'om start to finish. Fed up with endless 
polite parades pleading with the powers-that-be to "give peace a 
chance," several thousand youth (close to half the demonstra­
tion, including contingents from the Ontario Coalition Against 
Poverty and the Trotskyist League, among others) hroke otT to 
march on the British Consulate and then snaked through down­
town streets. Upon reaching the church where the meeting had 
been announced, marshals from the "official" demonstration 
barred the doors and stopped them from entering. 

Following this and a similar breakaway march two days 
later, the cops began rounding up and arresting protesters. 
Nowhere has the I.S. even taken the elementary stance of 
defending these militants against state repression. To the con­
trary, Socialist Worker echoes the capitalist media by printing 
violence-baiting diatribes about leftists "smashing" through 
lines of marshals and "storming" antiwar meetings! No won­
der some youth issued a leallet spoofing the I.S. and their 
"Peace Marshals" who "arc keeping you safe from yourself, 
precisely as the Police do everyday and it's absurd to think 
about resisting the Police, isn't itT' 

Direct Action and the Antiwar Movement 
Repulsed by the servile reformism of much of the left, 

many activist~ have embraced a strategy of civil disobedi­
ence or other forms of direct action. In some cases, this is 

In a leaflet titled "We Must Fight This War in Every Way 
Possible!" the Vancouver Fight 4 Peace Coal ition writes: 
"This movement is all bark and no bite! Our hollow calls 
for abstract 'peace' fall on deaf ears .... We must do all we 
can to drag the economy to a halt. We must take Direct 
Actioll against the economic system that supports this war." 
And to what end? The leaflet continues: "The Canadian 
government will never condemn this war unless it fears real 
and dire consequences; and these consequences must be 
enforced by us." Thus these anarchists call for uetcrmined 
action in order to ... foree the rulers in Ottawa to make noise 
against the U.S. 

There is a fundamental congruence hetween this perspec­
tive and that of the mainstream peace movement, which begs 
the capitalists to be nicer to the people of the world. Each 
seeks in it); own way to pressure the rulers to cease their impe­
rialist aggressi()n. A break from liberal docility uoes not in 
itself represent a break fi'om the liberal program of capitalist 
reform. A strategy of looking to the ruling class as the instru­
mentality for change-in this case through militant pressure­
is incapable of overthrowing the'ruling class: And the political 
consequence of looking to the rulers, however indirectly, is to 
del1ect focus from the system of capitalism itself, therefore 
standing as an obstacle to etTective struggle against imperial­
ism. The problem is that as long as capitalism is around, the 
world will continue to suffer imperialist wars. 

In fact, the militant moral protest approach to the question 
of war taken by groups like Fight 4 Peace is consistent with 
the trauitional outlook of anarchism. Historical anarchist fig­
ures like Mikhail Bakunin and Peter Kropotkin similarly 
upheld the view that there is a good, moral side to all human 

(continlled Oil page 15) 
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Colonial Occupation of Iraq ... 
(continued from page I) 

among its population of some one million, one-third are 
Kurds, who also form a majority in the surrounding region. 
Under the Ba'ath regime's '"Arabization" scheme, hundreds 
of thousands of Kurds, Turkmen and Assyrians were driven 
from the region. With 300,000 Kurdish refugees planning to 
return, the threat of communalist bloodshed hangs over the 
whole area. A reporter for the Guardian (17 April) noted 
that "Mosul looked more like a Beirut war zone than a liber­
ated city." 

No one really knows the number of civilians killed during 
the war, or even the number of Iraqi soldiers slaughtered 
while defending their country. What little civil infrastructure 
survived the U.S./British bombing and 12 years of );tarvation 
sanctions has been devastated through widespread looting 
carried out under the gaze of U.S. occupation forces who 
rushed to secure the country's oil fields. Countless hospitals 
closed because of looting and arson. Those still functioning 
are without basic drugs. Baghdad and other cities have been 
without electricity or water for weeks, as fear of the spread of 
cholera and other diseases spreads with people drinking con­
taminated water from the rivers. 

What we are witnessing is the return to old-style colonial 
pillage, with the hated cops of the Ba'athist regime once 
again terrorizing the popUlation as puppets of the colonial 
invaders. While U.S. troops guarded the Ministry of Oil, the 
imperialist occupiers gave a green light to the sacking of the 
Baghdad museum and the torching of the library-the cul­
tural heritage of Iraq and indeed of humanity. In an eyewit­
ness account, Robert Fisk wrote in the London Independent 
(13 April): 

"Our feet crunched on the wreckage of 5,OOO-year-old marble 
plinths and stone statuary and pots that had endured cvery 
siege of Baghdad, cvery invasion of Iraq throughout history­
only to be destroyed when America carne to 'liherate' the 
city .... 

"Not since the Taliban emharked on their orgy of destruction 
against the Buddhas of Bamiyan and the statues in the museum 
of Kabul-perhaps not since the Second World War or ear­
lier-have so many archaeological treasures been wantonly 
and systematically smashed to pieces." 

This imperialist conquest is a blow not only to 
the people of Iraq and the Near East but to working 
people and the oppressed the world over. Ameriea' s 
rulers have shown the world just how ruthless they 
can be in killing defenseless civilians. TV networks 
showed a Baghdad crowd cheering the toppling of 
Saddam Hussein's statue, but they did not show 
American troops shooting up an ambulance in 
Baghdad the same day. killing two injured people 
on the way to a hospital. 

Canadian Imperialism and the Iraq War 

Spartacist Canada 

the U.S. occupation army there; now it has offered RCMP 
officers to train a future Iraqi police force in better clamping 
down on the population. Stephen Harper. leader of the right­
wing Alliance, quipped: "We have seen nations in the past 
support a military action without sending forces, but this is 
the first time we have ever seen a country not support a mili­
tary action and send forces anyway" (Toronto Star, 18 
March). 

Had they openly backed the U.S. war. the ruling Liberals 
would have had to confront massive opposition among their 
heavily immigrant voting base and in Quebec. Antiwar 
protests in Montreal and other Quebec cities were enormous, 
peaking at 250.000 people, and many featured a sea of 
nationalistflcurdcly.\·ec flags. Suhjected to Anglo domination 
for centuries. the Quebecois have a long history of opposition 
to wars perceived to be in the interest of British and now 
American imperialism. So unpopular was the latest war that 
all three main bourgeois parties had to oppose it, even the 
far-right Action democratique of Mario Dumont. The rulers 
in Ottawa calculated that open support to Washington's 
attack would translate into sharply heightened support for the 
bourgeois-nationalist Parti Quebecois in the then-imminent 
provincial election, and perhaps pave the way for a new surge 
in support for Quebec independence. 

The New Democratic Party tried to posture as the "anti­
war party" in English Canada. But while decrying a "unilat­
eral" U.S. war, the NDP openly backed the disarmament of 
Iraq by United Nations "inspectors." Following the war, 
party leader Jack Layton called for Canadian "peacekeepers" 
to be sent to Iraq under UN command. In short, the NDP 
simply wants the imperialist rape of Iraq to be carried out 
under a different flag. 

As proletarian internationalists who called for the military 
defense of Iraq without giving any support to the Saddam 
Hussein regime, we say: Down with the colonial occupation 
(~f Iraq! All U.SJBritish troops out o/Iraq! All U.S. and 
Canadian troops out of the Near East and Afghanistan 
now! Far from bcing a "peaceful" alternative to U.S. mili­
tarism, the Canadian imperialist rulers are vicious enemies 
of working people and the oppressed at home and abroad. 
Capitalist Canada is rooted in the national oppression of the 
Quebecois, while Native people and non-white immigrants 

The Chretien government's posture of opposing 
the Iraq conflict was a transparent fraud. Canada had 
1,000 troops in the region throughout the war, some 
embedded with the U.S. military and others on naval 
vessels which helped escort U.S. and British war­
ships to Iraq under the guise of the "war on terror." 
On the eve of the war, Ottawa announced that thou­
sands of troops would be sent to Afghanistan to aid 

Getty 

Distraught Iraqi National Museum official amid artifacts destroyed 
by looting. 
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Colonial occupation and devastation of Iraq. Left: American Marines occupy central Baghdad, April 9. Right: Baghdad 
home destroyed by U.S. bombing, March 31. 

are subjected to daily racist degradation. When sent abroad, 
Canadian forces heJp to oppress and brutalize the masses of 
the "Third World:: as in their UN-sanctioned Somalia mur­
der mission in 1993-94. Opposing our "own" ruling class 
down the line, we Trotskyists advocate independence for 
Quebec and seek to rally the working class in defense of 
immigrants, Native people and all the oppressed. Down with 
U.S. and Canadian imperialism! 

U.S. Imperialism Threatens the World 
Washington has wasted no time in warning the rest of the 

world that Iraq's fate waits in store for any other country 
deemed to be defying American diktat. First in the firing line 
was Syria, with the White House trotting out the usual litany 
of war threats, claiming Syria was a "rogue state" that had 
"weapons of mass destruction" and harbored former Iraqi 
leaders. Also on America's hit list is the North Korean 
deformed workers state. The New York Times (21 April) 
reported: "Hardliners in the Pentagon-and some at the 
White House-say that the United States should use its 
speedy victory in Iraq to drive home to North Korea that it 
could meet the same fate." We stand for the unconditional 
military defense of North Korea, including its right to 
nuclear weapons, against imperialist attack and capitalist 
counterrevolution. 

The world's working and semicolonial peoples are paying 
the price for the counterrevolutionary destruction of the Soviet 
Union in 1991-92. That historic defeat resulted in a cata­
strophic devastation of life and culture in the former Soviet 
Union. It has also emboldened American imperialism, pro­
claiming itself the "world's only superpower," to aggressively 
assert its dominance over the globe. While the reformist 
"socialists" who today proclaim themselves antiwar and anti­
imperialist joined in cheering the demise of the USSR, we 
Trotskyists fought to the end in defense of the Soviet workers 
state and the collectivized property forms established by the 
October Revolution of 1917. This was part of our struggle for 
new October Revolutions around the world. 

The naked colonial aggression against Iraq is the real face 
of imperialism, of the irrational, anarchic, profit-driven capi­
talist system made even more irrational in its epoch of decay. 
Mass slaughter is the concentrated expression and ultimate 
logic of the "normal" brutal workings of the capitalist sys­
tem, which daily condemns countless numbers around thc 
world to death by malnutrition, lack of medical care and 
industrial murder. The only way to put an end to imperialist 
war is to tear up this whole system by its roots through 
socialist revolution and the creation of a rational, planned 
economy internationally. We fight to build revolutionary 
workers parties as part of a reforged Trotskyist Fourth Inter­
national to lead the proletariat in the struggle for power. 

Zionist Neocons, Christian Fundamentalists 
The takeover of Iraq "opens up all sorts of new possibili­

ties for us," proclaimed a spokesman for the Bush adminis­
tration, whose policies are increasingly determined by a 
cabal of Zionist neo-conservatives and Christian fundamen­
talists. These types are intent on again reshaping the Ncar 
East-as it was earlier reshaped by British and French im­
perialism after the fall of the Ottoman Empire-including 
through the creation of a cordon sanitaire between lsrad 
and potentially hostile states. Former U.S. general Jay Gar­
ner, the first gauleiter of occupied Iraq, was closely linked 
to Israeli prime minister Ariel Sharon. In the baggage train 
of this imperialist occupation'force was Christian evangel­
ist Franklin Graham, son of Billy Graham and a prominent 
fixture at this year's Pentagon Good Friday service, who 
has railed against Islam as a "very evil and wicked 
religion." 

The neocons' favored choice as the U.S.' "native" stooge 
is Ahmed Chalabi, head of the U.S.-funded Iraqi National 
Congress (INC) and a U.S.-educated banker who ned Jordan 
years ago to evade a conviction for bank fraud. Chalahi's 
American champions extend far beyond the right wing of the 
Bush administration. His INC was the chief beneficiary of 

(continued on page 10) 
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the Iraq Liberation Act signed by Clinton in 1998. Another 
longtime booster of Chalabi is self-styled "anarchist" Noam 
Chomsky, who has promoted Chalabi and the Iraqi "opposi­
tion" for over a decade. 

In the buildup to the 1991 Gulf War, Chomsky pushed as 
an "alternative" to war "the peaceful means prescribed by 
international law: sanctions and diplomacy" (Z Magazine, 
February 1991). AMther "alternative" he promoted was Cha­
labi's "democratic opposition," lecturing that the media 
"have scrupulously avoided the Iraqi democratic forces" 
because "they are again calling for democracy in Iraq while 
Washington seeks to install some clone of Saddam Hussein" 
(Lies of Our Times, September 1991). Two years later, Chom­
sky complained that "the US always dismissed the Iraqi 
democratic opposition with disdain, including its most con­
servative clements, such as London-based banker Ahmed 
Chalabi" (Z Magazine, May 1(9)). 

Only months before the pas~age of the Iraq Liberation 
Act, Chomsky again talked about how the Chalabi opposi­
tion had been an "alternative" to war in 1991, again com­
plaining of the U.S.: "Regional opposition was regarded as a 
problem to be evaded, not a factor to be taken into account, 
any more than international law" (Z Magazine, April 1998). 
Even after Chalabi rode into Baghdad with American troops 
in early April, Chomsky said approvingly, "The US-backed 
opposition demands that the UN playa vital role in post-war 
Iraq and rejects US control of reconstruction or government" 
(ZNet, 13 April). 

Stepped-up belligerence against Syria and Iran, now also 
targeted for "regime change," has long been a policy of the 
U.S. neocons' Project for a New American Century 
(PNAC), which in a post-9111 letter to Bush declared that 
"the administration should consider appropriate measures of 
retaliation" against Iran and Syria, which they deemed to be 
"known state sponsors of terrorism." The letter continued, 
"Israel has been and remains America's staunchest ally 
against international terrorism, especially in the Middle East. 
The United States should fully support our fellow democ-

Spartacist Canada 

racy in its fight against terrorism." The Zionist rulers have 
taken full advantage of the Iraq war and the massive Ameri­
can military presence to intensify their murderous attacks on 
the Palestinian people. 

After months of lying war propaganda about Iraqi 
"weapons of mass destruction," not a single such weapon has 
been found by the occupation forces. But they could find 
hundreds of nuclear weapons in Israel. As documented by 
courageous Israeli nuclear technician Mordechai Vanunu, 
who is serving an 18-year sentence for this service to human­
ity, the Zionist state had already acquired an arsenal of at 
least 200 nukes by the 1980s. To ensure its regional nuclear 
monopoly, Israel launched a "pre-emptive" strike against 
Iraq's sole nuclear reactor in 1981. From the 1960s on, Israel 
developed its nuclear and missile programs in collaboration 
with the white-supremacist regime in South Africa which, 
according to American satellite surveillance, carried out a 
nuclear test in 1979. The Zionist state and the apartheid 
regime jointly decided to end their nuclear collaboration in 
the early 1990s, when the African National Congress was 
about to come to power, and by the time Nelson Mandela 
became the country's first black president in 1994, the nukes 
were gone. 

Paul Wolfowitz and Richard Perle, leading lights in 
PNAC and the Bush administration, served as consultants to 
Benjamin Netanyahu when he ran for Israeli prime minister 
at the head of the ultra-Zionist Likud Party in 1996. And the 
U.S. Democratic Party is no less rabid in its support to Zion­
ist Israel. Among the Congressional sponsors of the "Syria 
Accountability and Lebanese Sovereignty Restoration Act" 
are Democrats Eliot Engel and California Senator Barbara 
Boxer. Although in recent years Syria bought subsidized oil 
from Iraq, the Syrian rulers were by no means supporters of 
Saddam Hussein's Iraq-Syria backed Iran against Iraq in 
the 1980-88 war and supported the U.S.-led Desert Slaughter 
in 1991. The Syrian leadership's real crime in the eyes of 
both the neocons and their Democratic allies is its hostility to 
Israel, from whom Syria demands the return of the Golan 
Heights seized in 1967. 

While a minor player in the region, the Canadian ruling 
class is no less committed to backing the Zionist state in its 

repression of the Palestinians. As in the U.S., pro­
Palestinian academics and student activists are 
increasingly targeted for repression by campus 
authorities and the state. Youth seeking to protest 
the Israeli atrocities in the Occupied Territories are 
vilified as "anti-Semitic" by the capitalist press. 
This lying, hysterical campaign has been stepped 
up since the successful mass protest against 
Netanyahu ,at Concordia University in Montreal 
last fall, where campus security and the police 
were unleashed to stop any pro-Palestinian 
activists from attending (see "Defend Leftist and 
Palestinian Protesters!," SC No. 135, Winter 
200212003). U.S. hands off Syria and Iran! 
Defend the Palestinian people! All Israeli troops, 
settlers out of all the Occupied Territories! 

Getty 

Zionist tanks wreak death and destruction in Occupied Territories. 
Defend the Palestinians! 

The criminal role played by the Kurdish nation­
alist leaders in acting as pawns for U.S. imperial­
ism will only set the Kurdish people up for yet 
another betrayal. What. all the regional bour­
geoisies, as well as all the imperialist powers, do 
not want to see is the creation of an independent 
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Kurdish state, which would challenge the stability of 
the bourgeois order in the Ncar East. This under­
scores that any struggle for Kurdish national libera­
tion must be based on implacable opposition to 
imperialism. 

The Kurdish nation is divided among four capitalist 
countries, Iraq, Iran, Syria and Turkey, which has 
threatened military intervention across the horder to 
suppress any move toward Kurdish statehood. It is 
only through the overthrow of capitalist rule in these 
countries-establishing a Socialist RepUblic of 
United Kurdistan-that the Kurdish people can 
finally realize national self-determination. Only 
within the framework of a socialist federation of the 
Near East can the rights of the disparate nationalities 
and ethnic and religious peoples of the region be 
guaranteed. 

Only Workers Revolution Can End 
Imperialist War! 

11 

The war against Iraq was a naked assertion of 
American military superiority, not only over the Ncar 
East, but over its weaker rival imperial ist powers. It is 
also a way for the U.S. to assert its control of the Ncar 

SC photo 

Trotskyist League contingent calls for defense of Palestinians, 
imperialist hands off Iraq on September 2002 Ottawa protest. 

East oil spigot, on which Japan and West Europe are particu­
larly reliant. Having been the driving force behind the starva­
tion blockade for the·past 12 years, the U.S. imperialists have 
now pushed through'the lifting of the sanctions so that they 
can fully exploit their control over Iraq's oil wealth on the 
world market. At the same time, Wolfowitz has demanded 
that Russia, Germany and France forgive billions of dollars 
in debts owed them by Iraq. 

The capitalist rulers of France, Germany and Russia, who, 
like the Canadian rulers, posed as peace-loving opponents of 
American "unilateralism," arc now trying to get in on the 
division of the spoils, including the scramble for contracts 
for "reconstruction" of ravaged Iraq. Behind their pleas for 
the UN to have a central role in reconstruction is their own 
thirst for profit. The French capitalist rulers, for example, 
hope to hold on to massive French investments in 11"<,q on 
behalf of oil giant TotalFinaEIf. But the U.S. masters insist 
that they fought for and stole Iraq for themselves. The con­
tracts for rebuilding Iraq will overwh.:lmingly go to Ameri­
can corporations like Halliburton and Bechtel, for which the 
Bush administration essentially acts as a public relations 
department. 

If nothing else, this flagrant imperialist ,lggrandizement 
certainly refutes the so-called theory of globalization, which 
was promoted by various leftists and liberals who declared 
that the capitalist nation-state had been 'superseded by multi­
national corporations and international agencies like the 
World Bank. Capitalist imperialism i~ pl'emised on the exis­
tence of and competition among distinct nation-states 
defending the interests of their own respective capitalists. 
And as the examples of Bechtel and Halliburton demon­
strate, the capitalists and their government form what is 
essentially one large interlocking board of directors. As VI. 
Lenin, leader of the 1917 Russian Revolution, wrote in a 
1913 artiele titled "Armaments and Capitalism": 

"Governments manage the affairs of the capitalist class, and 
the managers are well paid. The managers arc shareholders 
themselves. And they shear the sheep together, under cover of 
speeches about 'patriotism ... '." 

From the beginning of the drive to war, in our propaganda 
and our intervention on the ground, we Trotskyists have 
insisted that the struggle against imperialist war cannot be 
separated from the struggle against thc capitalist system that 
breeds war. Genuine opposition to war must be based on 
class struggle and political protest independent of all the 
political parties that uphold capitalist rule. U.S. imperi<!l­
ism's conquest of Iraq will only strengthen the ability of its 
ruling class to plunder the world. The Canadian rulers will 
also seek to take advantage of this imperialist victory to 
reinforce their oppressive rule here and their influence 
abroad. The rapacious North American capitalists must be 
swept away through workers revolution. The Trotskyist 
League/Ligue trotskyste, along with our comrades of the 
Spartacist League/U.S., is committed to forging the multira­
cial revolutionary workers party needed to lead tpat struggle 
to victory in the heartland of world imperialism. 

-Adapted from \t{)f"kers Vangltard No. 802, 25 April 
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Strike Wave Sweeps France ... 
(continued from page 3) 

the bourgeois state to launch a murderous rampage with 
thousands of soldiers in the Ivory Coast. troops Chirac now 
threatens to send to Congo. At home the government used 
national unity to increase its racist war on immigrants with 
the first "charter t1ights" of deportations in many years. 
Emboldened by its success in trampling over the rights of 
Africans at home and abroad, the capitalist ruling class now 
has the organized trade-union movement in its cross hairs. 

This is the biggest strike wave in this country since the 
powerful December 1995 strike against the attack on pen­
sions by the Gaullist government of Juppc. It is crucial that 
the working class draw the lessons of 1995.<The strikes then 
did force the right-wing government to withdra~ its attack, 
but this was channeled into bringing to power the Jospin 
popular front in 1997, where the CP and SP ruled in alliance 
with the capitalist Chcvencmentistes [followers ·of ultra­
chauvinist politician Jean-Pierre ChevcnementJ and Greens. 
Like all popular fronts-governmental alliances between 
workers parties and capitalist parties which rule on behalf of 
capital-this one did its job in attacking the interests of the 
workers and serving those of the capitalists and in shifting 
the struggles from the factory to parliament. After five years 
of savage attacks and racist "security campaigns" under 
Jospin, Le Pen's fascists got a massive vote and the Gaullists 
came back to power with a vengeance, and with an even 
more drastic assault on pensions. 

Every gain the government wants to take back today is one 
the workers movement wrested through hard class struggle. 
It's going to take more such struggle and a political fight to 
hold on to past conquests and win new ones. Against the sec­
tarian division of the working class we need to unite all the 
workers as one solid fist: one industry, one union. We need 
solid industry-wide strikes which shut down production. The 
government's challenge that our strikes are "illegal" is an 
ominous prelude to unleashing the forces of capitalist law 
and order against strikers and moving in scabs. Wc need 
picket lines which mean "don't cross /" Government experts 
whine that we don't understand the demographics and costs of 
the looming pension and social security crisis. We say, we've 
created the wealth of this society and we won't pay for the 
crisis of the inherently unjust capitalist system. The owners 
who have made millions in profits off our sweat should pay. 
We demand a sliding scale of wages and hours: 30 hours 
work for 40 hours pay! To comhat the "divide and conquer" 
schemes which pit older workers against youth and Freneh­
born against immigrant, we must organize the unorganized 
and the unemployed into the unions! The cutting edge of the 
government's attempt to fracture the unity of the working 
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class is the toxic anti-immigrant campaign. 1t is imperative 
that the union movement take up the defense of its most vul­
nerable sector, the immigrant workers. We demand: Stop the 
deportations! Vigipirate means racist state terror against 
immigrants! Down with Vigipirate! Full citizenship rights 
for all immigrants! 

The power of the French proletariat is demonstrated in 
these massive strikes which have brought France to a halt, 
paralyzing transportation and disrupting the flow of profits 
into the bosses' coffers. Our class hrothers and sisters in 
Italy, Greeee, Spain, Germany and Britain have also engaged 
in powerful strikes to defend themselves from ruin. If mili­
tancy and self-sacrifice alone were sufficient to comhat the 
injustices of the capitalist system, thcn all of Europe and 
indeed the whole world would be a society of justice and 
equality. Instead it's a world of imperialist war, racism, sex­
ism and attacks on the living standards of the working people 
by profit-gouging capitalists. The problem is essentially one 
of leadership. Even to sccure the minimal needs of the work­
ers posed by the strike (pensions, wages, employment), the 
point of departure is a clear understanding that the workers 
must stand politically independent from and in opposition to 
their class enemy. This demands a break from the treacherous 
misleaders who suhordinate the workers' interests to the 
French bourgeoisie, from the misleaders who exploited the 
unions as their springboard to support Jospin and Chirac. We 
need to forge a new, revolutionary, internationalist workers 
party. This is what we stand for, as the French section of the 
International Communist League. 

It is not only the spectre of the Decemher 1995 strikes 
which brought down the Juppc government that haunts the 
Chirac government. In its wholesale assaults against the 
teachers unions, the government and its minister of educa­
tion, Ferry, have heen on a rampage to eradicate the "spirit of 
May '68" in the educational system. This is an ominous 
threat against women's rights like co-~ducation, abortion and 
divorce, which were gained in the turbulent years of class 
struggle that followed the May '68 general strike. The sellout 
then by the French CP of the pre-revolutionary situation cre­
ated by that strike immeasurably contributed to rcstabilizing 
the bourgeois order in West Europe in the early '70s. This in 
turn helped open the way to thc new cold war of the 1980s 
against the Soviet degenerated workers state, unleashing the 
forces of capitalist counterrevolution which finally destroyed 
the USSR in 1991-92. This catastrophic defeat for the world 
working class ushered in a new world order of interimperial­
ist rivalries and neocolonial wars of depredation, in which 
the capitalist governments no longer feel constrained to 
maintain the "wclfare state," centrally pensions and health 
care. To sweep away this capitalist system and to eliminate 
racism and war, a Leninist-Trotskyist vanguard party must 
be huilt to link together all forms of resistance to immisera­
tion and oppression and to create an egalitarian socialist 
society here and internationally. 

It is notable that in contrast to the Decemher I <)95 strikes 
contingents from the private seetor have already come out in 
protest. However, the strike has remained concentrated in 
the public sector where the workers have citizenship rights 
and more protection against layoffs and victimization. This 
underscores that to bring out the private sector it is vital for 
the whole proletariat to take lip the defense of its more vul­
nerahle class brothers and sister~ and their children. That 
means opposing the racist cops who daily terrorize the ghet-
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perspective of the LCR. Behind its calls for a gen­
eral strike stand the LCR's repeated statements 
that it is ready to be part of a so-called "govern­
ment of the left," i.e., a new bourgeois popular 
front. (Indeed their comrades in Brazil have 
already done so with their own minister in the 
Lula popular-front government-an alliance with 
the arch-capitalist and racist party of textile mag­
nate Jose Alencar Gomes da Silva.) The LCR, 
which mohilized a goon squad to defend 
Chevcnemcnt against the indignation of undocu­
mented immigrants and anarchists in the March 5 
Paris antiwar demonstration, has already shown in 
action that they are willing to do the dirty work 
necessary for such governmental positions. 

In contrast to the rest of the left, Lutte Ouvricre 
stood out for its refusal to call for a vote to Chirae 
during last year's elections and also again during 
the war for not signing its name to chauvinist 
appeals to the Chirac government. But, as we 
noted during last year's elections, LO's opposition 
to both Jospin's "plural left" and jater to voting 

Le Bolchevlk 

Paris, February 15: French Trotskyists' banner calls to defend Iraq 
against imperialist attack. 

for Chirac was vitiated by its refusal to oppose 
Vigipirate and its explicit support for reactionary cop mobi­
lizations in November 2001. Today, LO has a strong implan­
tation among the tcachers in the Seine Saint-Denis district, 
which is heavily immigrant. These teachers have been wag­
ing strike action for weeks against the government's attacks 
on education, which if implemented would be particularly 
devastating for immigrant and minority youth. While LO 
argues that teachers must be mobilized against thcsc attacks, 
it echoes the government as well as the SP and CP in their 
campaign to forcibly "assimilate" youth of immigrant origin 
by expelling young girls for wearing the hijah [Muslim 
headscarf] in public schools. One can hardly "assimilate" 
into a society that offers no jobs and only police repression! 

tos, not having police "unions" obscenely parade in workers 
demonstrations, as they did 0\1 May 13. The cops are not 
workers but the guard dogs of capitalist private property 
against any eneroaooment by the workers on the capitalists' 
rights to exploit us and oppress minorities. Cops, prison and 
security guards, out of the unions! 

Although presently a small organization, the LTF has 
shown the way in exemplary actions in defense of immi­
grants. In a statement protesting the deportations, we warned 
that "this 'war on terror' is designed to marginalize the most 
vulnerable workers, to weaken the working class by divid­
ing it between European and immigrant, the better to carry 
out assaults on the entire workers movement and its gains 
wrested through decades of class struggle." We said that the 
government 

"counts on the time-worn 'divide and conquer' scheme of 
racism. We better prove them wrong! The powerful trade 
unions across Europe should stand by their most vulnerable 
class brother, and sisters. Give every man and woman in the 
hellish detention centers and squats a union membership card 
and mobilize the power of the organized working class in their 
defense!" 

Left groups like the LCR who were busy saluting the 
"antiwar" credentials of the Chirac government did nothing 
to mobilize against these deportations. Today they are cyni­
cally yelling "general strike." A general strike, bringing the 
country to a grinding halt, poses the question of who shall 
rule: the workers or the capitalists. With their support for the 
Gaullist government these treacherous "leftists" have 
already cast their vote. [n contrast, we have fought down the 
line against the reactionary "national unity" front. During 
the war we argued for mobilizing the working class in class 
struggle against the French imperialist rulers as the way to 
defend Iraq against the neocolonial U.S. imperialist slaugh­
ter. We fight to organize the workers movement in this coun­
try against the predatory imperialist schemes of this ruling 
class abroad. French troops out of Africa! U.S. and allied 
troops out of the Near East! 

Workers must beware of their present struggles being 
derailed again into a new popular front. This is the political 

The indifference of the French left and trade-union 
bureaucrats to racial oppression flows directly from their 
program of class collaboration. Despite its statements that 
workers' emancipation will be the work of the workers 
themselves, LO, far from otTering a program for the workers 
to emancipate themselves from their traitorous misleaders, 
simply calls on the workers to be more militant in order to 
make the bureaucrats fight, arguing that "if part of the work­
ers who were mohilized on May 13 continued the next day, it 
would put pressure on the union federations to continue" 
(editoriahn LO's factory bulletins, 5 May). 

Appealing to the justified anger of many workers against 
the reformist trade-union misleaders and their "far-left" sup­
porters, the Confederation Nationale du Travail (CNT) 
claims to be building a new, "revolutionary" trade union. To 
substitute the idea of a "revolutionary union" or a "syndical­
ist party" only further fractures the labor movement. We 
need big, powerful, industry-wide unions which embrace the 
majority of the proletariat as a class. But to move beyond the 
framework of economic struggle at· the shopfloor, to politi­
cally mobilize for the overturn of the inherently unjust capi­
talist order and to build a society where the workers rule 
requires forging a new and authentically communist party. 
The LTF is dedicated to building this party as a revolutionary 
tribune of the people which will fight every injustice, every 
act of discrimination, as part of a revolutionary internation­
alist struggle to bring the workers to power. Join us!. 
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"Bolshevik Tendency": Counterfeit Marxists 
The deadly dangerous events of today's world-the bloody 

U.S. wars on Iraq and Afghanistan, the sabre rattling against 
North Korea and Iran, the looming crisis in China-are mas­
sively conditioned by the destruction of the Soviet Union. 
This bureaucratically degenerated workers state for decades 
acted as a partial counterweight to U.S. military and political 
global dominance. The counterrevolution there has been an 
unparalleled disaster for the working people everywhere, not 
least in the former Soviet Union itself. 

We revolutionary Trotskyists stood forthrightly for the 
unconditional military defense of the Soviet Union and the 
deformed workers states of East Europe-these were con­
quests for the proletariat. We have only contempt for the 
"leftists" running the various antiwar coalitions who suppor­
ted the forces of capitalist counterrevolution that destroyed 
the former USSR, thus contributing directly to the emer­
gence of U.S. imperialism as the world's unrivaled military 
power. 

Which brings us to the International Bolshevik Tendency 
(lBT), who made their own slimy little contribution. Some 
may have wondered who owned an (unsigned) banner reading 
"Defend Iraq Against Imperialist Attack!" on the Toronto 
antiwar protests-it was the IBT's. This group comes to vir­
tually all our public events, spouting r-r-revolutionary 
rhetoric about their supposed opposition to imperialism and 
our supposed "flinches." Most recently, they railed at us for 
not raising the call "Victory of the Taliban" during the U.S.­
led imperialist war on Afghanistan. Of course, this hot air is 
solely restricted to our meetings-the IBT themselves never 
raised this absurd slogan anywhere else. Their rhetoric about 
a Taliban victory over the most powerful military forces on 
the planet is ludicrous. But it speaks volumes about the IBT's 
willingness to embrace and prettify grossly alien class 
forces-and the further away the better. 

Contrast this to their contemptuous attitude toward forces 
whose struggles were truly in the interests of the working 
people. The IBT founders are renegades who individually 
fled our party in the early 1980s, unwilling to go against the 
heightened reaction of Cold War II. This renewed imperialist 
offensive against the Soviet Union was launched after Red 
Army troops moved into Afghanistan in December 1979 to 
aid the pro-Moscow, left-nationalist regime then besieged by 
a CIA-backed Islamic insurgency. Noting this posed not only 
the defense of the Soviet Union, but also the possibility of 
extending the social gains of the 1917 October Revolution to 
the Afghan peoples, especially women, we declared "Hail 
Red Army in Afghanistan!" 

We always knew that those who founded the IBT hated 
this slogan, and sure enough, in 1988 they publicly repudi­
ated it, declaring "Trotskyists never hail Stalinist traitors or 
their state." This was a chemically pure expression of social­
patriotism on what was then a defining question of opposi­
tion to the imperialist rulers. The U.S.'s dirty war in Afghan­
istan was meant to be a launching pad for the destruction of 
the Soviet Union. Indeed the withdrawal of Soviet troops by 
the wretched Stalinist bureaucrats in Moscow was a direct 
precursor to counterrevolution in the Soviet Union. Albeit 
administered by a nationalist Stalinist bureaucracy, the Soviet 
Union was a workers state based on proletarian property 
forms. The IBT's sneering dismissal of the Soviet Union as a 

"Stalinist state" reflected their own social-democratic hatred 
for the dictatorship of the proletariat, the necessary instru­
ment for the suppression of counterrevolution. 

In the intervening years the IBT has gone very far down 
this flagrantly opportunist path. The imperialists now deelare 
North Korea, a deformed workers state, to be part of an 
"axis of evil," targeting it for destruction. Revolutionaries 
who oppose their own imperialist rulers must stand for the 
unconditional military defense of North Korea, including its 
right to nuclear weapons. What of the IBT? In December 
2002 they issued a lengthy treatise on the South Korean 
elections, which nowhere upheld North Korea's right to pos­
sess nuclear weapons, nor even called for U.S. troops to get 
out of South Korea! Moreover, they gave "critical" electoral 
support to the Democratic Labor Party, whose stand for 
"reunification of the fatherland" would mean capitalist coun­
terrevolution. Behind their pro forma statement that capitalist 
reunification of Korea would be a "defeat for the proletariat 
internationally" is a repUlsive indifference to the existence 
of the North Korean workers state, for they say nothing 
about the devastating impact counterrevolution would have 
on the already impoverished North Korean working masses. 

The IBT bares their opportunist underhelly on all kinds of 
other questions, from an indifference to the special oppres­
sion of blacks in America to chauvinist opposition to Que­
bec independence here in Canada. Along with the Canadian 
government they called for a "No" vote in the 1995 Quebec 
referendum on independence; their sole member in Quebec, 
as he quit, denounced the IBT's "de facto bloe with the 
Canadian hourgeoisie." 

But for revolutionary Marxists, the "Russian Question" is 
the key. We defend all the countries'that have overthrown 
capitalism-today China, Vietnam, Nt,rth Korea and Cuba­
for, as Leon Trotsky wrote, "Those who cannot defend old 
positions will never conquer new ones." The lBT is far 
removed from this perspective. For the full monty on this 

,outfit, see our pamphlet "The International Bolshevik 
Tendency-What Is itT' and "IBT's Centrist Phrasemonger­
ing," in SC No. 131, Winter 200112002 .• 
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Canadian Left and Test of War ... 
(continued from page 7) 

beings, including the capitalists. that can be appealed to. In 
contrast, Marxists understand that class divisions and class 
struggle are key in the fight to rid the world of oppression 
and war. By virtue of its centrality to capitalist production. 
the working class is today the only force with the potential 
power and material interest to smash capitalist class rule. 

The Working Class and the Revolutionary Party 
Unlike Fight 4 Peace, whose crowning demand is "for a 

People's Counter Attack!", the group called (No War But 
The) Class War Toronto correctly points to the centrality of 
the working class. In our last issue we answered an earlier 
leaflet by this tendency which polemicized against our call 
to defend Iraq against imperialism while giving absolutely 
no support to the butcher Saddam Hussein. We pointed out 
that failure to stand for military defense of neocolonial Iraq is 
ultimately a chauvinist position. It accepts the framework of 
imperialism. which divides the world into a handful of pow­
erful imperialist states and everyone else, to whom the impe­
rialists can do whatever they like. As we wrote, "All nations 
are not equal. Some wear the imperialist boot; others, subju­
gated by imperialism, are trampled by it. Would these ,1Iidi­

chists have been neutral in conflicts between the British 
Empire and its Indian colony? Between the bloody French 
imperialists and Algeria?" ("Down With U.S. and Canadian 
Imperialism! Defend Iraq!" SC No. 136. Spring 2003). 

In a subsequent leaflet issued just before the bombing 
began, (No War But The) Class War calls for "anti-war 
strikes, slowdowns, work-to-rules and other disruptions in 
our workplaces," adding: "If. as is likely, your union won't 
organize a strike against the war then organize a wildcat 
strike. We would like to see the labour movement hold a 
worldwide general strike against the war." All well and 
good, but who is to fight for such a 
perspective? 
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sOl11ething~a revolutionary program and party. The anarchist 
infatuation with autonomous actions and leaderless move­
ments misses the key point: there will always be leadership, 
and if it is not revolutionary it will be anti-revolutionary. 
Nowhere has a spontaneous, atomized movement overturned 
an old social order. The ruling class is organized, and it has a 
state to protect its interests. It is conscious of its class aims. In 
order to smash capitalism, the workers must be equally orga­
nized and conscious of their class interests: ending capitalism 
and establishing working-class rule as the only road to a 
socialist future. 

The capitalist produces for profit by exploiting labor. 
Imperialism is the stage of capitalism marked by competi­
tion among the advanced industrial nations for control of 
markets, raw materials and spheres of exploitation in pursuit 
of such profits. This control over and subjugation of other 
parts of the world is enforced militarily in the final analysis. 
Likewise, the competition to exploit and plunder the world 
lcaus sooner or later to wars between the imperialist ruling 
cla~ses. as was shown in two bloody world wars. 

(No War But The) Class War also hopes that the military's 
"business as usual" can be disrupted. They "call on all 
enlisted members of the armed forces to resist by declaring 
yourself a conscientious objector, deserting, refusing to 
fight, engaging in sabotage, fragging officers, and mutiny­
ing. Turn your guns around and fight the rich. not their 
wars." But a perspective of individual martyrdom can never 
generate a mass revolutionary movement of the working 
class. The idea that war will end when individual soldiers, 
one by one, decide to refuse to fight is an old. discredited 
notion. It properly belongs to religious pacifists like the 
Quakers, who believe that what happens in society is the 
sum total of the moral decisions of each individual. In capi­
talist society, the ruling class has the power to compel young 
workers to fight its wars or face the consequences. The 

(continued on page 16) 

This pamphlet reprints a series by 
Spartacist League/U.S. Central Com­
mittee member Joseph Seymour origi­
nally published in Workers Vanguard. 
It presents a comprehensive historical 
analysis of the origins of anarchism 
and the views of its leading figures 
through the 1871 Paris Commune and 
the split in the First International. 
Later articles discuss the pre-World 
War I period and the impact of the 
war, the 1917 October Revolution and 
the founding of the Communist Inter­
national on the anarchist and syndical-
ist movements. . 

Revolutionaries must intervene into 
the unions to fight the illusions that 
workers have in the NDP, the Liberals 
and the supposedly "progressive" nature 
of Canadian capitalism. This is part of 
the fight to oust the pro-capitalist labor 
misleaders and forge a class-struggle un­
ion leadership that champions the cause 
of the oppressed and mobilizes the social 
power of the proletariat in struggle 
against the bosses and their system. Far 
from presenting such a perspective, (No 
War But The) Class War looks to individ­
ual resistance, as shown by its call to 
"CALL IN SICK! If. like many workers, 
it is impossible to organize a strike or 
workplace action against the war then we 
advocate calling in sick to work." They 
call this "a significant form of class 
struggle resistance"; in fact, it would be 
little more than an impotent gesture. 

Revolutionary-minded youth and work­
ers need to be won away from leftists 
who peddle an alliance with the class 
enemy. But that requires they be won to 
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Canadian Left and Test of War ... 
(continued from page 15) 

working class must organize to take that power away from 
them through socialist revolution. 

Leon Trotsky, co-leader of the only successful workers 
revolution in history, the Russian Revolution, and later com­
mander of the Red Army, observed in his History of the 
Russian Revolution (1932): 

"There is no doubt that the fate of every revolution at a certain 
point is decided by a break in the disposition of the army. 
Against a numerous, disciplined, well-armed and ably led mil­
itary force, unarmed or almost unarmed masses of the people 
cannot possibly gain a victory. But no deep national crisis can 
fail to affect the army to some extent. Thus along with the con­
ditions of a truly popular revolution there develops a possibil­
ity-not, of course, a guarantee-of victory." • 

As in Russia in 1917, the military can be split only when 
bourgeois rule is in the grip of a deep social crisis and the 
proletariat shows itself to be a real contender for power, 
organized and conscious of its aims through the active inter­
vention of a vanguard party. 

But even when proletarian power is realized, anarchists 
deny the revolution the right to consolidate its gains in the 
form of working-class rule. Just as the capitalist state is the 
fundamental force for defending the capitalists and their 
interests against the workers, so too is the workers state the 
central organization for defending the workers and their 
interests against counterrevolution. We share the anarchists' 
goal of seeing the disappearance of the state as the instru­
ment of organized class coercion. But we understand that the 
workers in power require a means of defense against coun­
terrevolution, and that a stateless, classless society cannot 
emerge until imperialism has been smashed on a world 
scale, the capitalists expropriated and an international divi­
sion of labor established. Anarchists, in contrast, renounce 
the state "in general," which explains why they renounced 
defense of the Russian Revolution and the Soviet Union. 

The final destruction of the Soviet Union a decade ago has 
emboldened the U.S. bourgeoisie to pursue its unbridled 
appetite for world domination. We Trotskyists fought to the 
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February 15: Millions marched on antiwar protests 
around the world, including 250,000 in Montreal. 

end in defense of the deformed and degenerated workers 
states of the USSR and East Europe. Those leftists who 
capitulated to anti-Soviet bourgeois public opinion and 
cheered counterrevolution can only he seen as complicit in 
the horrors inllil'led in con~eqLLence. The question is not 
merely a historical one: the devastation that counterrevolu­
tion has wrcaked on the former Sovict Union shows graphi­
cally why all those who support the international proletariat 
must defend the remaining deformed- workers states-China, 
North Korea, Vietnam and Cuha. 

While recoiling from defense of gains already won, anar­
chists shun the ta,k of party building essential to new victo­
ries. Although I adical youth hy their own "direct actions" 
cannot fundamentally disrupt the system of profit and war, 
historically rnass working-class movements, with the social 
power to cllectivelv paralyze capitalist society, have done 
so. In Italy ill the l'arIy 1920s, the radicalized proletariat 
engaged ill nonstop strikes and general strikes for two years. 
But the wori<L'rs lal'ked the resolute revolutionary leadership 
to take the offensive against the ruling class and right for 
state power. Capitalist society was held hostage, but was 
never dealt its death blow. The crisis drove the desperate 
middle classes into the arllls of reaction, and Mussolini's 
Fasci~ts callie to power, welcollled by the bourgeoisie in the 
name of restoring ordcr. 

The capitali~,t systcm or racism, exploitation and bloody 
war cannot be reformed; it must he overthrown. We fight to 
build the party that can make the revolution possible. Even if 
tmlay's anarchish could somehow win mass support, they 
would have no more of a clue than the Italian syndicalists­
or the Spanish anarchists of the 1930s, some of whom actu­
ally joined a bourgeois government-of how to finally put 
an end to this hateful system. Y"uth serious about wanting 
to change the world would do well hy studying the lessons of 
history and Marxist thcory with the Trotskyist League and 
the Spartacus Youth Clubs while intervening in social strug­
gles alongside LIS .• 
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Feminists Ban Leftists ... 
(continued from page 2) 

her. Why do you take umbrage of [this]'! When women who 
have escaped this hell symbolically threw their veils and 
crushed them under feet, it now seems that you were 
offended! You call this disrespecting others!? You believe 
that women from Islam-stricken societies deserve nothing 
else but heiab and segregation!'?" The veil is 
an expression of the suhjugation of women, 
who are oppressed hy all religions. 

We recall International Women's Day 
1998 when the organizers of IWO gave dis­
play stalls to recruiters for the Canadian 
Army along with propagandists for the mur­
derous Islamic Republic of Iran. When hun­
dreds of protesters gathered to shut down 
these provocations the organizers called the 
campus cops on the protesters. As revolu­
tionary internationalists, the Trotskyist 
League is proud to have taken part in the 
protests against representatives of the misog­
ynist Iranian government as well as 
recruiters for the racist, imperialist Canadian 
state. 
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But democratic rights are indivisible. For our part, our fight 
against the anti-immigrant racism of our own government is 
not at the expense of, hut is necessarily linked to, the fight 
for women's liberation from religious bigotry and imperialist 
oppression-through socialist revolution. 

Yours in protest, 
Janet Yeung 
for the Trotskyist LeaguefLigue trotskyste, Toronto Branch 
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As the world totters on the brink of an 
imminent U.S.-led "imperialist war against 
semi-colonial Iraq,' you may try to justify 
your actions by citing the Canadian govern­
ment's attacks on Muslims and other minori­
ties as a reason not to criticize the reac­
tionary nature of Islamic fundamentalism. 

SC photo 
Vancouver, July 1999: ICL advanced rev­
olutionary proletarian program interna­
tionally at protests in defense of Iranian 
students. 
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State Vendetta ... 
(continued from page 4) 

cut against the craven reformist and parliamentarist grain of 
the mainstream "left." 

There are still more court battles to be fought and won. 
The court has set a June 18 date for a hearing on whether to 
re-try the OCAP Three. Amidst a violence-baiting media 
frenzy, forces on the side of hourgeois injusticc including the 

cops are pushing for a retrial. We join with others in demand­
ing that al\ charges against the OCAP activists be dropped. 

In Quebec, Jaggi Singh alone faces four more trials this 
year, including on charges stemming from the 2001 anti­
FTAA protests in Quebec City and last year's protest against 
anti-Palestinian war criminal Benjamin Netanyahu at Mon­
treal's Concordia University. Countless other charges against 
OCAP supporters and leftist anti-war protesters are also 
pending. 

TORONTO SPARTACUS YOUTH CLUB SUMMER CLASS SERIES 
We stand in solidarity with these activists 

despite our political differences. It is imperative 
for the lahar movement to take up the defense of 
these embattled militants-for this is the same 
kind of repression the state metes out to the 
working class when they strike against the 
bosses. In the spirit of the old Industrial Workers 
of the World (IWW) we say "an injury to one is 
an injury to all!" Hands offtheOCAP Three and 
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alile/tist protesters! Drop all the charges now! 

The Partisan Defense Committee, the legal and 
social defense organization associated with the 
Trotskyist League, has donated to OCAP's 
defense, and we urge others to do the same. 
Send donations payable to OCAP to: 517 Col­
lege St., Suite 234, Toronto ON M6G 4A2. Send 
protest letters demanding no retrial to: Norm 
Sterling, Attorney General, Government of 
Ontario, 720 Bay St., Toronto ON M5G 2Kl.. 
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Migrant Farm Workers ... 
(continuedfrom page 5) 

right, which the NDP under Bob Rae granted (after years of 
savaging health care and slashing public sector jobs and 
wages). But the NDP introduced its law in order to demobilize 
workers struggle: it imposed a binding arbitration procedure 
that effectively outlawed farm worker strikes. When the Con­
servatives came to power in 1995, the right to unionize was 
then abolished. Under capitalism, any rights gained can be 
easily taken away. Down with all union-busting legislation! 

We communists seek to mobilize the social power of the 
working class to overthrow the capitalist system of wage 
slavery, where production is based on maximizing profit. We 
fight to replace it with an international cyntrally planned 
economy, where production will instead be based on the 
needs of society. We demand: full citizenship rights for all 
immigrants! Anyone who makes it here should be allowed to 
stay. We warn against looking to the capitalist state as any 
kind of ally-it is a tool of repression used by the bosses 
against workers, immigrants and leftists. 

Leader of the Russian Revolution, Y.I. Lenin, writes in 
Imperialism, the Highest Stage o( Capitalism that the eco­
nomic and political power of North American, European and 
Japanese capitalism rests on the super-exploitation and 
oppression of billions throughout the colonies (today, the 
neocolonies or Third World). In economic boom periods, the 
capitalists import labor from poor countries. When the eco­
nomic cycle is in decline, they incite anti-immigrant racism 
to weaken working class solidarity, cut off the flow of immi­
grants and expel others from the country. 

In the 1930s during the Great Depression, thousands of 
unemployed immigrants were deported as a supposed "drain on 
the public purse." It was not a coincidence that many of these 
workers were militant communists. During the post-World War 
II period, the main purpose of immigration screening was to 
keep out communists and open the doors to fanatical anti­
communists fleeing from the defeat of Hitler's troops by the 
Soviet Red Army. Even Nazis were welcomed with open arms. 

In the 1960s when the Canadian government lifted the 
immigration color bar, it had nothing to do with pluralist "lib­
eral multiculturalism." Rather, it was because the flow of 
preferred white immigrants was cut off. Asian and Caribbean 

SC photo 

Trotskyists march in defense of immigrants, Palestinian 
rights at September 28, 2002 Ottawa demo. 
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workers were imported while the bosses kept the proletariat 
divided along racial and ethnic lines in an attempt to cripple 
its ability to fight against capitalist attacks. (See "For a Class­
Struggl~ Fight Against Anti-Immigrant Racism!" Spartacist 

. Canada Nos. 98-99, ] uly/ August and September/October 1994.) 
In the fields of southwestern Ontario, migrant workers 

are isolated and have few defenses. But alongside the end­
less rows of vegetables and tobacco, there are unionized 
industrial plants, like the N avistar truck assembly factory 
and the giant Heinz factory in Leamington. I was won to 
the politics of the Spartacus Youth Club shortly after visit­
ing the Navistar picket line in Chatham last summer. We 
spoke with striking workers, whose union hall was covered 
with hundreds of messages of international solidarity, sent 
by union locals from Mexico to Israel. 'In our conversa­
tions, we sought to link the attacks against the working 
class with the post-9/ll anti-immigrant witchhunt. We ex­
plained how Marxists fight to mohilize the tremendous 
strength of working class militancy in common cause with 
all those targeted by the Canadian capitalist state. 

Unions like the powerful and militant Canadian Auto 
Workers union (CAW), which organizes Navistar in Chatham 
and auto plants in regional cities like Windsor, could lend 
vital aid to the farm workers' cause. A mass, union-led orga­
nizing drive in defiance' of the government's laws would 
strike a blow -against union-busting and anti-immigrant 
attacks across the country. The Heinz factory is surrounded 
by tomato fields worked by super-exploited migrant work­
ers, many of them Mexican. Imagine the impact if the work­
force refused to handle tomatoes in solidarity with a union­
ization drive by farm workers. 

But the pro-capitalist trade union bureaucrats at the head 
of the CAW and other unions, together with the union­
busting NDP, push a dead-end "Canada First" policy of pro­
tectionism. The call to "protect CaI1adian jobs" blames 
workers from other countries for unemployment and plant 
closures. This tells workers not to rely on their own social 
power, but to look towards pressuring the capitalist state. In 
this, the NDP and union tops are aided by pseudo-Marxists, 
like the International Socialists, who work to get out the vote 
for the NDP at every election. 

The SYC fights to build the party that can bring revolu­
tionary consciousness to the one force that has the power to 
overthrow capitalism, the industrial proletariat. Across the 
country, anarchist/direct action groups like the Ontario 
Coalition Against Poverty, Vancouver's Fire This Time and 
No One Is Illegal have inscribed the defense of immigrants 
high on their banner. But these groups, despite their some­
times audacious and inspiring efforts to aid undocumented 
workers, have no perspective of struggling in the unions 
against the nationalist politics of the trade union bureauc­
racy and winning the working class to the revolutionary pol­
itics of internationalism. A revolutionary workers party 
would fight to expose the treacherous nationalism of the 
trade union misleaders and mohilize the working class in 
defense of all of the oppressed as part of the struggle against 
the capitalist system. For class solidarity! Workers and stu­
dents must come to the aid of immigrant and migrant 
workers trapped in the lowest paid, most menial and dan­
gerous jobs! The only way to do this is to organize the 
unorganized! For union-led recruitment and job training 
programs aimed at minorities and women! Down with the 
Agricultural Employees Protection Act!. 
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cocktail. Asians were shunned on Toronto subways, restau­
rants openly segregated people of Asian appearance and 
schoolchildren were taunted with calls of "Chinese, go 
away." A woman who lost two family members to SARS 
said bitterly, "People treat us like monsters. They say we eat 
like rats and live like pigs" (Globe and Mail, 8 April). In the 
Maritimes, Acadia University told students from China, 
though not Toronto, to stay away. The University of Califor­
nia in Berkeley threatened to ban all students from China, 
Hong Kong, Taiwan and Singapore (but again not Toronto). 
While it eventually allowed some 80 of these students to 
enroll, 500 were still kept out. 

Alongside the hysteria and bigotry has been a widespread 
and quite rational belief that the ruling class was royally 
screwing this up. Lives depend on rapid containment of 
SARS, but Canada's capitalist rulers have responded with 
chauvinism, incompetence and above all an indifference 
born of capitalist greed to the well-being of the population. 
Toronto's first announcements on SARS were not even 
translated into Chinese. Told by the WHO to implement 
screening at airports, Health Canada arrogantly refused, 
whining about cost. Vietnam and Singapore quickly installed 
the thermal-imaging sensors to detect the high fever that is a 
symptom of SARS, but not Canada even though Vancouver 
is one of the few places these machines are made! After a 
couple of suspected Canadian SARS cases turned up in other 
countries, and a woman from Canada died of SARS in the 
Philippines, the WHO issued a travel advisory on Canada 
because SARS was not properly contained here. There were 
howls of injured national outrage, but if SARS spreads to 
poverty-stricken countries in Africa and Asia it could kill 
millions. 

The impact of SARS has hit the working class hard. Up to 
10,000 people were quarantined in Toronto at the height of 
the outbreak. In a new outbreak, by late May some 7,000 
more were in quarantine. The "lucky" ones in union jobs 
have been forced to usc up sick time or holidays, but others 
had nothing to fall back on. The Ontario government's initial 
categorical refusal to provide any compensation for these 
workers undermined this basic public health measure, as 
some people broke their quarantine, fearing they would not 
otherwise survive economically. 

SARS is also being used by the airline bosses to further 
slash their unionized workt'orces. Internationally, airline OftI­
cials say SARS has hit them harder than the combined 
effects of 9/11 and the imperialist war on Iraq. But bankrupt 
Air Canada is invoking SARS to demand an immediate 10 
percent pay cut and another 10.000 layoffs, part of its drive 
to gut the unions and slash wages and jobs. Airline union 
leaders have rolled over before these attacks, agreeing to 
mass layoffs and other givebacks. 

SARS directly cost 27,000 jobs in Ontario in April, 
12,000 in hotels and restaurants alone. Many of these work­
ers are part-time and will be lucky to get a dime under the 
draconian employment insurance rules. The fact that J4,000 
of these jobs were lost in the health sector amid a medical 
emergency is stunning. These workers are SARS "eollateral 
damage," the result of shutting down out-patient facilities 
and stopping treatment of any but the most critical cases, 
even seriously ill cardiac patients. Already cancer patients 
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1993: Health care workers protest Ontario NDP attacks 
that paved way for Tory onslaught. 

had to endure a life-threatening two-month wait for surgery. 
With SARS this has now grown to more than three months. 

Capitalist Austerity Shreds Health Care 
Effective treatment of SARS requires great medical re­

sources-respirators, antibiotics, isolation wards, diagnostic 
equipment, protective gear and many nurses and doctors­
things poverty-stricken countries in Asia and Africa lack. 
But in wealthy imperialist Canada, health care has been 
deliberately eviscerated by capitalist austerity. When SARS 
hit Toronto, there were not enough nurses, doctors, hospital 
beds, laboratories and diagnostic services to handle "regu­
lar" needs, let alone this medical emergency. 

Since 1995, when the Conservatives under Mike Harris 
came to power, billions have been slashed from health care 
and other vital social services. Arter mass layoffs and dozens 
of hospital closures, there arc 25,000 fewer health care 
workers than in 1995. Medicare covers less and less and 
people pay huge sUl11s-$I072 per person this year-for 
procedures no longer covered. An astounding 900,000 
Ontarians do not have a family doctor. 

The NelV Democrats have complained loudly about the 
cuts to health care. demanding a debate in the parliamentary 
talkshop. But it was Bob Rae's NDP government in the early 
1990s that paved the way for this onslaught. They slashed 
billions from social services, education and health care, clos­
ing hospitals and eliminating frye prescriptions for the poor 
and elderly. In a vindictive racist act, they withdrew medical 
coverage for refugee claimants. The union-busting "social 
contract" slashed public sector workers' paycheeks. The 
Conservatives brutaIIy escalated these attacks in tandem 
with sweeping cuts to health care an'd other social services 
by the Chretien Liberals in Ottawa. 

The irrational destruction of health care and basic infra­
structure has hit virtually every aspect of public life in 
Canada. it has also taken lives. Three years ago, after 
Ontario's water testing facilities were privatized, seven people 
in the town of Walkerton died from the E. coli bacterium, and 

(continued on page 20) 
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more than 2,300 became ill. A year later the Tories got rid of 
Ontario's top five microbiologists, blithcly and stupidly 
declaring that "It would be highly unlikely that we would 
find a new organism In Ontario"! Faced with a new and dan­
gerous mosquito-born virus, West Nile, the chief scientist 
researching it was fired. In Alberta, it took five months to 
perform tests on the carcass of a cow now known to have 
mad cow disease, significantly increasing the danger that the 
disease entered the food chain. Willfully destroying the tech­
nical facilities needed to respond to infectious diseases, the 
capitalist rulers cannot even guarantee the most basic public 
health measures to ensure water that's safe'to drink and food 
that's safe to eat. 

The ripping up of what was known as the "welfare state" 
is a global phenomenon. The decade since the counterrevo­
lutionary destruction of the Soviet Union has seen brutal and 
unremitting attacks on the workers and oppressed every­
where. The Soviet Union, a bureaucratically degenerated 
workers state, acted as a counterweight to global imperialist 
domination and undercut the capitalists' ability to carry out 
wholesale attacks on the working class. But since its 
destruction the capitalists no longer feel the need to fend off 
the "threat of Communism" by means of reforms, health ser­
vices and welfare provision, which were designed to buy off 
working-class resistance. 

Savage attacks on the unions and social programs have 
ripped through the living conditions and basic rights of the 
working class as the capitalists drive to maximize profits and 
compete internationally. At every level-from the dcvasta­
tion brought to the people of the former Soviet Union. to the 
wreckage of social programs in West Europe and North 
America, to the sharp increase in bloody imperialist wars 
from the Balkans to Iraq-capitalist restoration in the former 
USSR has been an unmitigated disaster for 
working people everywhere. 

Nurses On the Frontlines 
On every front the heroic efforts of nurses, 

doctors and others to contain SARS and pro­
tect themselves have run up against an in­
creasingly decrepit Canadian public health 
system. There has been little coordination of 
services, information and resources, all crucial 
to controlling an infectious disease. Infection 
control procedures in Toronto hospitals are 
substandard: some single-use medical devices 
such as EMG needles and catheters are used 
more than 20 times. Even the masks used to 
prevent infection have been considered obso­
lete in the U.S. for 30 years! Little wonder so 
many health care workers have been infected. 

Spartacist Canada 

Even with the added punishing conditions imposed by 
SARS-the double gowns and masks, the tension and fear­
nurses have still had to work brutal 12-hour shifts. Nurses 
and doctors are the heroes of the SARS outbreak, but they 
have also born the brunt of the disease. Fully two-thirds of 
SARS cases arc health care workers and their families. 
Grotesquely, some nurses who became ill with SARS were 
not "officially" diagnosed with it, thus denying them Work­
ers Compensation. Nurses have endured wage freezes, roll­
backs and repeated strikebreaking back-to-work laws when­
ever they have fought back. Small wonder SARS was the 
last straw for many and some simply quit. 

Public Health, Capitalism and Racism 
When epidemics strike, public health measures are 

required which are sometimes drastic and intrusive but nec­
essary to save lives. There is always tension between public 
health and individual rights, but which has more weight at a 
given moment can only be decided by examining the partic­
ular health threat posed. With no vaccine or reliable treat­
ment for SARS, quarantine is the only way to isolate and 
contain it. Similarly, screening international travelers at air­
ports to detcct potentially symptomatic people could reduce 
SARS' spread and save lives. Yet such public health mea­
sures arc indelibly stamped by the race and class biases of 
this capitalist society. 

The most powerful contemporary example of this is 
AIDS. From the outset AIDS, intersecting disease and sex, 
has been manipulated in the service of bigotry and reaction. 
In 1982, public health authorities knew that it could be trans­
mitted sexually, and that the risk of contracting AIDS was 
maximized by promiscuity. Studies had shown that the peo­
ple who frequented the San Francisco bathhouses were get­
ting sick at a very high rate. The logical thing would be to 
slow the already exponential spread ~f the disease. Closing 
the baths. an extraordinary public tealth measure. could 

The huge layoffs starting ten years ago saw 
thousands of nurses laid off. Only 54 percent 
of Ontario nurses now work at full-time jobs. 
Many are casuals working on call from hospi­
tal to hospital. Because of the SARS risk, 
thousands of these nurses have been thrown 
out of work, with others forced to work mas­
sive overtime. 

Hundreds of nurses have been quarantined. 

Canadian National 
15,000 Chinese workers built Canadian railroad. Brutal conditions saw 
2,000 killed. Down with anti-Chinese racism! 
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have helped to alert gay men m()~l al ri~k, \\ho were either 
uninformed or dismissive or thc lacls, lhal lhey were at risk 
for contracting a fatal disease, But. a~ we wrote in Women 
and Revollltion: 

"Could a government of Anita Ihy dll" and Jerry Falwells have 
convinccd gay pcople ahout 0111\ tlllnC' , II \\ a, llol \0 unreason­
ahlc that in I yg I and IlJX2 1lI00n) ".1\ s i\'al'\c'd to lhe rumors or 
a new kilter diseasl' ~pread tlll()Ui'h sn as ir it were a lie to 
create anti-gay hysteria. TillS is a classil' Catch-22. III fact, 
this vicious anti-gay bigot I}' is precisely why the bathhouses 
were not closed dowll." 

--"The Agony or AIDS," N". Yi. SlIllll1ll'l" 19XX 

Every approach to AIDS-··rc~carl"h, prevention, medical 
care, education-ha~ been treatco with niminalncglecL The 
Canadian government and Red CnN .. knowingly distributed 
potentially deadly blood and hlood products during the 
1980s, infecting more than L::.'O() pl'oplc with AIDS, includ­
ing 800 hemophiliacs, beeausl' thl' l'apitalist ghoub running 
this state deemed it too costly to tc ... t the blood. Even after 

r,euters 
April 17: Decontamination of the Hanoi French Hospital. 
Workers state mobilized its resources against SARS. 

this, thousands more people were lI1tccted with Hepatitis C 
aftcr receiving contaminated blond. 

Underscoring the absolute II1dirrercl1ee of the bosses to 
the lives of working people, when the anthrax scare hit in 
the wake of 9/11, the U.S. p(l~lal Service Ictunknown num­
bers of postal workers get infected. Yet lIothing was over­
looked to protect a handl"ul of U.S. senators-even Capitol 
Hill police dogs got tested for anthrax bctme postal workers 
did. 

The anti-Asian racism that accompal1led SARS is deeply 
rooted in this country. Markcd by explosive pogromist vio­
lence such as the 1907 Vancouver riots, anti-immigrant 
racism has always been entwined with hysteria about dis­
ease. Fifteen thousand Chinese workcrs call1e here in the 
19th century to build the railroads, 2,llOO or whom died from 
the cruel and dangerous conditions under which they toiled. 
A few caught leprosy (Hanscn's Disease) in the over­
crowded camps. Even then It wa~ known that leprosy was 
not highly contagious, yet the Chinese who got this disease 
were treated with great brutality. In 1882 a Chinese man 
with leprosy was lynched. Others ended up in Canada's own 
leper colony for Chinese people Oil D' Arcy Island near Vic-
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toria, a prison visited a few times a year by ships carrying 
food, drugs and opium. In Calgary during an 1892 smallpox 
outbreak, a racist mob rampaged through Chinatown after a 
Chinese man was released from quarantine. 

Such venomous racism is not dusty old history. When four 
boats carrying desperate would-be immigrants from Fujian, 
China washed up on the B.C. coast in 1999, the hysteria 
against them was replete with all the inflammatory racist 
saws of 100 years earlier about Asian immigrants spreading 
syphilis, malaria and other diseases. 

It is breathtaking that the North American capitalist rulers 
and their mouthpieces attack immigrants as bearers of dis­
ease, be it SARS, AIDS or anything else. Europeans brought 
such pestilence and death to North and South America that 
90 percent of the original inhabitants, lacking the immuni­
ties of their English, Spanish and French conquerors, were 
simply wiped out by smallpox, cholera and other diseases. 
And some of it was deliberate, as in distributing blankets 
infested with smallpox to the Native peoples. 

Vietnamese Workers State Contains SARS 
The Canadian capitalist rulers were furious when the 

WHO lumped them in with countries like China. More 
galling was to be unfavorably contrasted with economically 
weak Vietnam, the first country to contain SARS. In 1975 
the Vietnamese workers and peasants dealt the U.S. imperi­
alists a stunning battlefield defeat, smashing capitalist rule 
in the South and ending almost 30 years of bloody imperial­
ist war in which two million Vietnamese people were killed. 
Today, especially after the capitalist counterrevolution in the 
Soviet Union, Vietnam's economy is in dire straits. Here, as 
in China, the bureaucrats at the head of the Vietnamese 
defonned workers state are moving toward so-called "market 
reforms," a deadly danger to the gains of the Vietnamese 
Revolution. Yet even now, Vietnam's ability to deal with 
SARS speaks to the capacities and potentials of a workers 
state organized on lines other than capitalist profit. 

Vietnam threw enormous social resources into combating 
SARS. As soon as a patient at the Hanoi French Hospital 
appeared with an unusual and serious flu-like virus, the hos­
pital notified the WHO. When medical staff started to fall 
ill, the government quickly organized to combat the out­
break. Patients were isolated and sent to two designated 
Hanoi hospitals. Contacts of the infected were assiduously 
traced and visited daily, while infrared machines were set up 
at airport and border crossings to detect people with high 
temperatures. An infectious disease specialist with Medecins 
sans Frontieres, Carlo Urbani, who went to Vietnam to assist 
this work, later died of SARS. Vietnam had only 63 cases of 
SARS, more than half health care workers, and five deaths, 
four of whom were nurses and, doctors. 

China: The Deadly Mix of 
"Market Reforms" and SARS 

SARS is sending shock wave,s through the Chinese 
defonned workers state. Fueled by bureaucratic venality, lies 
and cover-ups and, more than anything, by the destruction of 
public health in the service of the accelerating drive to capi­
talist restoration, SARS has infected well over 5,000 people 
and killed over 300. The Chinese bureaucracy criminally hid 
the nature and extent of this disease, issuing nostrums to 
soothe their capitalist investors while doing little to infonn 

(continued on page 22) 
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the Chinese people. The disease has now 
spread to rural areas and distant regions 
like Inner Mongolia. 

Months late, the Chinese bureaucracy 
is now aggressively trying to deal with 
the SARS epidemic, even constructing 
an entire hospital in a few days. Because 
China is still' based on it nationalized 
economy, the country is able to marshal 
resources to combat the disease. But this 
is highly contradictory and at times stu­
pidly brutal, invoking, for example, the 
death penalty for those who break 
quarantine. 

Spartacist Canada 

AP 

As part of its anti-SARS campaign, 
the Chinese government is resurrecting 
the memory of Norman Bethune, the 
courageous Canadian Communist doc­
tor who died on the Long March in 
1939 while serving with the Chinese 
Red Army. Yet this same Stalinist 
bureaucracy is destroying the enormous 

SARS isolation hospital under construction on the outskirts of Beijing. 

gains of the 1949 Revolution, not least the health care system 
that was a signal achievement of the planned economy. In 
contrast to capitalist India or other "Third World" countries 
where the masses have long lived in abject misery reinforced 
by imperialist subjugation, in China even the most remote 
villages received basic care from "barefoot doctors," med­
ical personnel with minimal training. Health campaigns 
aimed at improving sanitation and providing clean drinking 
water helped control diseases like TB and neonatal tetanus. 
But the "market reforms" initiated by Deng Xiaoping, who 
came to power in 1978, have changed all this, disastrously. 

An Asia TI"mes Online (19 April) article notes there are 
now "hundreds of millions of peasants in the Chinese coun­
tryside without even basic preventative care." Along with 
factory closures and layoffs, public health services, preven­
tative care, disease surveillance and medical control have 
collapsed, a perfect culture medium for an epidemic. China 
has inadequate respirators, drugs and isolation facilities to 
respond to the crisis. In the countryside, where many of the 
clinics and hospitals have closed down, the situation is grim­
mer. In a vast country that once had free health carc, SARS 
patients are being turned away if they cannot make hefty 
cash down payments for their care. As a farmer in Qingxu 
near Beijing, said, "A peasant's life in China has never been 
worth anything. I made $300 last year, and I'm rich com­
pared with some of my neighbors. But it costs $250 to go to 
the hospital." 

Recent years have seen massive explosions of proletarian 
anger as the bureaucracy dismantles the planned economy 
that was the legacy of the 1949 Chinese Revolution. The 
ravages of privatization and closure of state-owned indus­
tries have left millions of workers without the guaranteed 
housing, education, medical and retirement benefits that 
came with those jobs. 

Distrust of the authorities has fuelled SARS' spread and 
ignited pre-existing social tinder. Students and migrant 
workers have fled Beijing back to their home towns, some 
bringing SARS with them. SARS patients arc fleeing hospi-

tals to die at home and in one village, angry and frightened 
peasants rioted, destroying a facility meant to hold SARS 
patients. In some rural areas, oracles and prayers are filling 
the void left by the destruction of medical care. 

Even the Wall Street Journal (19 May), right-wing mouth­
piece for the U.S. financiers, was compelled to note the dire 
consequences of "free market" health care in China. The 
Journal notes that in the early years after the Revolution, 
"China nearly accomplished thc utopian goal of full medical 
coverage in the countryside. In 1975, ilbout 85% of rural res­
idents had community-financed health care, under a com­
mune system. Today, about 10% do." The article continues: 

"Today. China has the second-highest number of people in the 
world suffering from tuberculosis, after India, with the disease 
killing 130,000 Chinese every year. In addition, China has an 
estimated 1.5 million people with HIV/AIDS. Last year, the 
United Nations predicted the number of such cases in China 
would climb to 10 million by 2010." 

The condemnations of China's handling of SARS by the 
capitalist press are rank hypocrisy. This catastrophe is driven 
by the very "free market reforms" they have cried out for. 
Their concerns are not for Chinese people, but for the danger 
SARS poses to the supply of extremely cheap, well-educated 
labor on whose exploitation their investments depend. Truly, 
as Karl Marx said of the capitalist, "his soul is the soul of 
capital." 

The imperialists are bent on re-enslaving China and 
reducing it again to semicolonial sUbjugation. The unprece­
dented economic and social collapse in the ex-Soviet Union 
following capitalist restoration gives a measure of the stakes 
in China today. Fully 75 percent of the population in Russia 
and the other former Soviet states lives below or barely 
above subsistence level. Fifteen million are actually starv­
ing. Life expectancy has fallen to 57 years for men, below 
what it was a century ago. Malnutrition is the norm among 
schoolchildren and diseases like TB are rampant as a country 
that was once a major industrial power has been turned into a 
pauperized wasteland. 
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delivered its own blows against the working elass. 
Now, as the ruling Tories ready for elections, they 
are planning another installment in their side of the 
class struggle. opening the door to private medical 
facilities, making all teachers' job actions illegal, 
while handing piles of financial goodies to their 
friends. 

Michael Reynolds 

Beijing sign boasts that Communist Party will conquer SARS. Stal­
inists' own "market reforms" undermine such efforts. 

The NDP, whose antiwar posturing has helped to 
refurbish its tattered credentials, is gearing up to 
corral workers into the dead-end of parliamentary 
politics, which can achieve nothing of lasting sig­
nificance for the proletariat. The New Democrats 
have a working-class base but their politics and 
program are thoroughly bourgeois, and in power 
they are driven by the same imperatives as the par­
ties of capital. There is plenty of anger at the 
Tories' gutting of social services. But an NDP gov­
ernment would only mean a knife in the back, as 
opposed to the more frontal attacks of the open 
bosses' parties. 

A hundred years ago SARS would not have 
movcd so far and so fast. But air travel ensured its 

Just as we fought to the end against counterrevolution in 
the Soviet Union, today we Trotskyists stand for the un­
conditional military defense of the gains of the Chinese 
deformed worker~ state against imperialism and capitalist 
counterrevolution: It is the urgent task of the Chinese prole­
tariat to sweep away through political revolution the Stalinist 
bureaucracy which has gravely undermined the system of 
nationalized property that resulted from the 1949 Revolution. 

Expropriate the Capitalist Rulers 
Through Socialist Revolution! 

The Canadian ruling class responded to SARS about as 
badly as they possibly could, but they did respond. When the 
capitalists want to do something about an illness, especially 
if they think their class might be at risk, they do act. In the 
early days of the AIDS epidemic, the rulers of North Amer­
ica saw it as a disease of blacks and gays and therefore sim­
ply didn't give a damn. Then they discovered otherwise, and 
more money was spent on research and treatment. But even 
the drugs available to treat the disease today are very 
expensive-which means they are not made available to the 
masses of black Africa, where AIDS is killing millions. 
Under capitalism, medicine like everything else is ultimately 
run on the basis of profit. 

There is an irrational component to this as well. The capi­
talist rulers, especially in the U.S., have long waged a "war 
on drugs" as a pretext to beef up police powers against 
minorities and the poor. So they block perfectly rational 
publie health measures like needle exchange programs, 
which could significantly reduce the spread of AIDS among 
HIV users. We also note with bitterness that an entirely pre­
ventable and curable disease, TB, has been allowed to 
become epidemic in Native communities and in the home­
less shelters in Toronto. 

In the mid-I990s there were huge protests and one-day 
strikes against the Ontario Tories' vicious destruction of 
social services and jobs. Hundreds of thousands of workers 
hit the streets repeatedly, aiming to beat back the bosses' 
frontal assault on the working people. But these struggles 
were channeled into backing the same NDP that had already 

rapid spread outside of China. With its technologi­
cal development, capitalism has knit all of the globe together 
by creating a world market. Yet this system, based on com­
petition and production for profit, produces war, poverty and 
massive inequality, especially in the countries subjugated by 
imperialism. Even eminently practicable public health mea­
sures such as vaccines and clean water are unavailable to 
hundreds of millions. 

An international planned economy would take immediate 
steps to direct the necessary resources to areas affected by 
dangerous viruses like SARS, not to mention AIDS, which is 
killing tens of millions. Free, quality health care for all is 
within the bounds of material possibility, but not under capi­
talism, where the availability and quality of health care for 
the masses of working people is subordinate to the drive for 
profit. Even now, with no treatment for SARS in sight, there 
is an obscene scramble to patent the virus. At the same time, 
the big drug companies are not rushing to invest in SARS 
research because the small numbers affected thus far do not 
make it profitable. 

Leon Trotsky, with VI. Lenin leader of the 1917 Bolshevik 
Revolution, noted how: 

"". world capitalism has drunk its progressive mission to the 
last -drop. The development of the productive powers comes to 
rest against two reactionary barriers: private ownership of the 
means of production and the frontiers of the national state. 
Unless these two barriers are swept away, that is to say, unless 
the means of production are concentrated in the hands of the 
community, and unless then~ is an organi:(:ed planned economy 
which can gradually enfold the whole world, the economic and 
cultural collapse of mankind is foredoomed." 

-January 1935 introduction to Terrorism and 
Communism 

Out of the coming political struggles, the goal of we revo­
lutionary Marxists of the Trotskyist League is to organize 
the growing social anger against the capitalists' incessant 
attacks into a revolutionary struggle to overthrow this entire 
system of exploitation. Poverty, homelessness and starvation 
will be eradicated from the earth and the modern gains of 
science put fully at the service of humanity when world 
socialist revolution sweeps away capitalist rule .• 
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Toronto: May 10 protest against health care privati­
zation. At right, paramedics move SARS patient. 

Free, Quality Health Care for All! 

In six months the SARS epidemic has infected more than 
8,000 people worldwide. killing over 750. In Toronto. the 
cpicentcr of thc discase outside cast A~ia. SARS has killed 
30 people and infcctcd more than 300, and is still spreading. 
This virulent disease is wreaking havoc in China where the 
dismantling of the planned economy has left hundreds of 
millions without health care. In Canada SARS put a spot­
light on the wreckage of Ontario's public health care system 
after over a dccade of brutal budget-slashing. layoffs and 
hospital c10surcs by NDP and Tory govcrnmcnts alike. 

SARS (Severc Acute Respiratory Syndrome) is thought to 
have been transmitted from animals to humans in the mar­
kets of the Guangdong region of China last November. On 
February 21, a sick doctor from China visited Hong Kong, 
unwittingly infecting travelers from Hanoi. Toronto and Sin­
gapore who infcctcd others when they got homc. At that 
point little was known about SARS, though it was known 

that a scrious atypical pneumonia had kilkd people in 
China. These first patients were 110t isolated and many hos­
pital workers became ill. On March 14, the World Health 
Organization (WHO) issued a worldwidc alert about SARS. 

While the numbcrs affected by SARS arc minute beside 
the millions killed by AIDS and malaria, the death rate from 
the disease is vcry high-put at 7-]() percent by the WHO 
and almost 20 pcreent in Hong Kong according to a new 
Lancet study. With no cffective trcatment or vaccine, SARS 
has spawned enormous panic and social and cconomic dislo­
cations through Asia and Canada. The hysteria accompany­
ing the SARS outbrcak in Toronto has far outstripped the 
virus itself, which so far is largely confined to hospitals. For 
many wecks, restaurants, storcs, churches and sports arenas 
were deserted. Subway ridcrship fell by 50,000 a day. 
Schools canceled field trips, hig eorrorations kcpt their 
executives out of Toronto, and major conventions canceled 
one after another. U.S. tabloids hlared that Toronto was a 
'"Pariah City." 

Hysteria mixed with anti-Chinese racism in a poisonous 
(co/lt;llllcd on page 19) 
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