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FOR WORKERS CONTROL AND INTERNATIONAL SOCIALISM

by Sabby Sagall

WORKING-CLASS POLITICS is
back on the agenda. That is the
message from last week's action
by dockers and airline workers.

The dockers struck for a day
to demand full nationalisation of
Britain’s ports. :And airline wark-
ers threatened to strike if British
United Airways is handed over
to private enterprise instead of
being merged with state-run
BOAC.

Since the war the working class
has been mainly concerned with
improving its wages and conditions—
and rightly so.

But now that economic struggle
is more and more being transformed
into a political one that begins to
guestion the whole basis of our big
business system, owned and control-
led by a tiny handful of rich and
powerful men.

The importance of the workers’
actions last week was underlined
by the howls of rage from both Tory
and Labour MPs.

The abuse hurled at groups of
workers trying to assert some con-
trol over their own lives shows the
hypocrisy of the capitalist class
and their representatives in parl-
iament and the press. The state
under Labour has been working
hand in hand with big business,
underwriting its investments and
guaranteeing its profits at the
expense of the wages and living
conditions of the working class.

QOn page 3 this week, an import=
ant article describes how the robb-
ery of the workers has increased
since Labour took office.

VAST SUMS

At the same time, the govern-
ment has been pouring vast sums
into the coffers of private industry:
from 1964./65 to 1968/69, state aid
to private industry increased from
£325 million to £1,192 million.

Labour's policies expose how

. the state under capitalism exists to
protect and extend the interests of
the bosses. Those who own and
control industry regard the state as
their 'private property and believe
that they have an absolute right to
use its services in order to boost
their wealth, power and privilege.

When the bosses manipulate the
state for their own ends, it is in the
‘public.interest’, When workers use
their organised sirength to limit the
political power of their masters,
they are denounced as ‘undemo-
cratie’,

_The millionaire press shrieks
with horror when workers take
industrial action to back up politic-
al demands. It conveniently forgets
that it was the Labour government
that introduced politics on to the
factory floor.

The Prices and Inc anes Boand,
the Donovan Commission, the Com-
mission for Industrial Relations,
Labour’s drive to establish product-
ivity bargaining and destroy t
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WHO CONTROLS?
- WORKERS'ACTION
WORRIES BOSSES

Dockers at a mass meeting at
Tower Hill last week ;

independent power of shop floor
organisation are all political attacks
on the working class. They stem
from Labour’s commitment to over-
haul British big business in an age
of increasing international compet-
ition.

The gulf between the industrial
and political struggle is being
bridged because Labour’s policies
mean an attack on working-class
organisation in-the factories.

The press and MPs do not com-
plain about thrusting this kind of
politics into industrial affairs
because these are the kind of pol-
itics that prop up the power of the
bosses. =

Those who rage against workers
‘usurping the functions of parliam-
ent’ cover up the undemocratic
nature of the capitalist system.

Did Ford workers elect their

chairman, Leonard Crossland? Did
ICI workers elect their chairman,
Sir Peter Allen? Al

A tiny majority of top sharehold-
ers and directors have the power to
take the major decisions that affect
the lives of millions of workers in
the most fundamental way — decis-
ions over wages, prices, location of
investments, size of the work force,
etc. The result of this control over
society by the employing class is
that one per cent of the population
own half of the country’s industrial
and commercial wealth.

Labour’s term of office has under-
lined the powerlessness of parliam-
ent, and the inability of radical MPs
to alter this situation, whatever
their personal wishes and intentions
may be.

Parliament cuts off the political
representatives of the labour move-
ment from the mass of rank and file
workers. Labour MPs lead sheltered
lives, divorced from the anxieties
and hopes of workers.

Can MPs really understand the
problems and needs of dockers or
airport workers? Their decisions
to act for themselves and not to
rely on MPs shows that workers are
more and more aware of the sham
character of ‘parliamentary
democracy’.

For what can be more demo-
cratic than groups of workers taking
action themselves in order to con-
trol vital parts of their working
lives?

MAKE LINKS

For years, the ruling class has =
defined politics in terms of parliam-
entary politics, in terms of the five-
yearly ritual of deciding which set
of politicians is going fo sell out,
the workers. 25 years of comparative:
stability helped ‘reinforce this view
of politics in the minds of most
workers.

Last week's events showed sec-
tions of workers beginning to make
links through their own activity
between industrial and political
questions. They reveal the extent
to which workers have begun to
experience the onslaught of the
employers as a political one.

Another part of this growing
counter-attack by increasing num-
bers of workers are the demands
based on class solidarity, such as
the wages parity campaigns.

Workers are beginning to see
politics in a new light, to see it as
an activity which they collectively
take part in to attempt to control
their own lives.

They are re-defining democracy
in socialist terms — in terms of
people acting for themselves instead
of relying on remote and powerless
politicians.

No wonder the ruling class is
frightened. For this questioning of
what is politics and what is real
democracy is an important step
towards building a mass revolution-
ary working class movement that
will overthrow the profit system and
build a planned society prodac
for the needs of the whole
community.
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A Queensbury sailor with the ponies in their pens

Ponies suffer
so the rich
can play polo

from Joe Rourke

Able Seaman and NUS convenor on motor vessel Queensbury

MONTEVIDEO, Uruguay:- The crew of the Queensbury are object-
ing to the appalling conditions in which polo ponies are transport-
ed from the Argentine to Britain so that the landed gentry and idle
rich can en joy their sport.

The voyage lasts one month, Payment of freightage is based
upon the cubic feet. taken up by the cargo. To cut costs, pens for
the ponies were erected on the after-deck in Buenos Aires on 6
March with instructions that the minimum of space should be used.

The pens are divided into
stalls which we have measured
and found to be 35 inches wide
and 9 feet long — just sufficient
space for the pony to fit in.

. Each pony is separated from the
rest by two dividing boards of one
inch in thickness. Their heads are
lashed down permanently for the
full voyage to reduce any possibility
of fighting.

We have been told that ponies
housed in this_manner cannot lie
down and are consequently less
likely to become sea-sick.

Ample room

. But on our outward voyage from
Liverpool to Buenos Aires, we
carried 12 English horses bought by
Argentinians who were willing to
pay sufficient freightage to allow

Close up showing how the
heads are tied

each animal to have its own box.
There was ample room to turmn around
and to lie down in.

Each day of the voyage, before
we reach Liverpool on 3 April, will
be progressively worse for the
ponies. Each day sees a deteriorat-
ion in their condition and behaviour.
When we cross the Equator, the
temperature will reach 100 degrees
F.

tothe Englicsh buvees

Cruelty to Animals, while her hus-
band, Prince Philip, is a leading
advocate of polo, a sport which
resorts to cruelty to obtain its
animals.

The animals suffer — and so do
the crew in watching their plight.
We have come to the conclusion that
titles and wealth set some people
above

These p

How the system robs you

Important feature on page 3
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A PHILOSOPHER produces ideas, a poet verses, a parson Sermons,
a professor text-books, etc. A criminal produces crime. But if the
relationship between this latter branch of production and the whole
productive activity of society is examined a little more closely, one
is forced to abandon a number of prejudices. The criminal produces
not only crime but also the criminal law: he produces the professor
who delivers lectures on this criminal law, and even the inevitable
text-book in which the professor presents.his lectures as a commo-
dity for sale in the market. There results an increase in material
wealth, quite apart from the pleasure which. . . the author himself
derives from the manusecript of his text-book.

Further, the criminal produces the whole apparatus of the police
and criminal justice, detectives, judges, executioners, juries, etc.,
and all these different professions, which constitute so many
categories of the social division of labour, develop diverse
abilities of the human spirit, create new needs and new ways of -
satisfying them. Torture itself has provided occasions for the most
ingenious mechanical inventions, employing a host of honest
workers in the production of these instruments. :

The criminal produces an impression now moral, now tragic, and
renders a-‘service’ by arousing the moral and aesthetic sentiments
of the public. He produces not only text-books on criminal law, the
criminal law itself, and thus legislators, but also art, literature,
novels and the tragic drama, as Oedipus and Richard III, as well
as Mullner’s Schuld and Schiller’s Rauber, testify. The criminal
interrupts the monotony and security of bourgeois life. Thus he
protects it from stagnation and brings forth that restless tension,
that mobility of spirit without which the stimulus of competition
would itself become blunted. He therefore gives a new impulse to
the productive forces, Crime takes off the labour market a portion
of the excess population, diminishes competition among workers,
and to a certain extent stops wages from falling below the minimum,
while the war against crime absorbs another part of the same
population.

The criminal therefore appears as one of those natural ‘equilib-
rating forces’ which establish a just balance and open up a whole
perspective of ‘useful’ occupations. The influence of the criminal
upon the development of the productive forces can be shown in
detail. Would the locksmith’s trade have attained its present perfec-
tion if there had been no thieves? Would the manufacture of bank-
notes have arrived at its present excellence if there had been no
counterfeiters? .

Crime, by its ceaseless development of new means of attacking
property, calls into existence new measures of defence, and its
productive effects are as great as those of strikes in stimulating
the invention of machines.

Law and order — Marx speaks

by Bill Gerchow

JOSEPH YABLONSKI, a candid-
ate for the presidency of the
United Mine Workers' Union, and
his wife and daughter were shot
to death in their home on New
Year’s Eve. Like everyone
known to be openly critical of
the UMW leadership and its
double dealings, Yablonski was
well aware that his life and the
lives of his family and friends
were in danger.

Elijah Wolford, who dropped out
of the UMW race after Yablonski
entered with greater support, had
rifles and shotguns throughout his
home in Morgantown, West Virginia.

When asked about this he said,‘]
like to hunt. But I also like to live.’

Yablonski had a double-barrelled

12-gauge shotgun and a .22 rifle in
one corner of his bedroom, to be
used for defence if attacked. But his
killers crépt into the house and
caught the Yablonksi family by sur-
prise.

The telephone wires had been
cut. All three were shot repeatedly
in the head.

The same slick, professional
technique had been used on 2 July
last when Yablonski
assaulted and knocked unconscious
while on a campaign tour in Spring-
field, Illinois. His vice-presidential
running mate was similarly
assaulted in Shenandoah Pennsyl-
vania.

Brutal repression

After Yablonski’s murdered body
was found, his son Joseph Jr.
exclaimed to newsmen, ‘You guys
just didn’t believe how rotten this
union was.’

Those familar with the scene
were quite aware of the problem.
President Tony Boyle and his gang
in the UMW leadership are not only
corrupt and dictatorial, they are
capable of the most vicious,brutal
repression. Elijah Wolford has liken-
ed the UMW to a totalitarian state.

Of course, Tony Boyle himself,
like all “honourable men,” has an
alibi. And the FBI will be reluctant
to open a can of worms that threat-
ens to expose the rotten complicity
of UMW, big business and govern-
ment since 1950 in fleecing the
working people of Appalachia for
super profits.

Tony Boyle reportedly ‘won’
another five-year term by beating
Yablonski by a vote of 81,056 to
45.872. But like Boyle himself, the
election showed signs of corruption,

Though it appears that Yablonski
lost, it took retired and perhaps
dead miners (in dummy branches) to
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CAPITALISM has nothing to
offer mankind but exploitation,
crises and war. The ruling
classes of the world — a tiny
minority — subordinate the needs
of the vast majority to the blind
accumulation of capital in the
interests of competitive survival.
_Imperialism condemns two-
thirds of mankind to famine and
calls forth movements of national
liberation which shake the system
and expose its essential barbar-
ism. The constant and mounting
preparations for war and the
development of weapons of mass
destruction place the survival of
humanity itself in the balance.
. The increasing intensity ot
- international competitionbetween
ever-larger units drives = the
ruling classes to new attacks on
workers’ living standards and
conditions of work, to anti-trade
union and anti-strike laws. All of
these .show capitalism in deep-
ening crises from which it can Onmly the working class, itself
only hope to escape at the cost the product of capitalism, has
of the working class and by the the ability to transform society
destruction of allits independent in this way, and has shown its
organisations. to do so im =
The only alternative is
workers’ power — the democratic
collective control of the working
class over industry and society
throuygh a state of workers’
councils and workers’ control-of

production.

Only thus can the transition
be” ensured to' a communist
society in which the unpreceden-
ted productive forces thrown up
by, capitalism can be used to
assure an economy of abundance.
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struggle against the ruling class
through the mass organisations
thrown up in the course of that
struggle.

To overcome the unevenness
with which this experience is
gained, to draw and preserve the
lessons of past struggles and
transmit them for the future, to
fight against the pressure of
bourgeois ideas in the working
class, and to bond the fragment-
ary struggles against capitalism
into a conscious and coherent
offensive,a revolutionary Marxist,
party of socialist militants is
reqtuired, embracing the vanguard
of the working class.

The struggle to build such a
party is only part of the wider
struggle to create a World Revol-
utionary Socialist International,
independent of alleppressors and
exploiters of the working class,
whether bureaucratic orbourg eois.

International Socialists there-
fore fight for:

Opposition to all ruling-class
policies and organisations.

Workers' coatrol over product-
iom and 2 workess ™ sIaae

OpPosliTad W INperasum i
sapport for all mevemssEs 3
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YABLONSKI: attacked corruption

defeat him. Boyle raised pensions
from £46 to £61 10s a month
%Jbvious_ly insufficient except as a

ribe) six months before the UMW
election. Moreover, Yablonski dis-
covered that Boyle had 50,000 extra
ballots printed up before the
election.

The official UMW newspaper,
though directed by a court order to
give equal or adequate space to
Yablonski, was almost entirely
filled from start to finish with
admiring reviews of Boyle's leader-
ship. Boyle also had the overflowing
union coffers to :swipe from (the
size and management of this fund is
a known scandal in itself) to run his
campaign,while Yablonski's camp-
aign was run on a shoestring.

What is significant is the amount
of active rank and file support that
Yablonski received. He got at least
half of the working miners’ vote,and
he carried entire sections around
northern West Virginia.Quite obvious-
ly, he mustered enough support prior
to the election to shake up Tony
Boyle and his union gang, and to
cast permanent doubt upon the integ-
rity of that leadership.

Yablonski’s campaign focused
on Boyle's corruption. Many feel
that this approach was by no means
sufficient. There was too much pers-
onality-baiting and too little politics
even by the standards of the usual
union campaign. :

Mass support

This was particularly obvious in
relation to the ‘black lung’ issue,
which spurred on 42,000 miners to
the biggest wildcat strike in this
country in almost 20 years. For if
was this— crying out for political
analysis and action— which gave
Yablonski and other courageous
critics of the union the chance to
speak out against the union dictator-
ship with some mass support behind

them.

While Yablonski and Boyle were
waiting for the December UMW elec-
tion, the rank and file was awaiting
the Mine Safety Bill. There was
altogether too much waiting on both
counts and this distracted therank

-and file from organising its own col-
lective power during the second half
of 1969.

Prodded by the Mannington mine
disaster in November 1968, which
killed 78 miners, and by the 42,000
wildcat-striking miners, Congress
finally passed a piece of health-and-
safety legislation that was at least
half a century overdue. On paper it
looks fairly strong if minimal.in
scope. How it will be implemented
is the major question.

For the first time,there is a stan-
dard for the ‘permissible’ level of
coal dust,which affects the lungs
and causes ‘black lung disease’.
‘Black lung disease’ has been res-
ponsible for the unnecessary deaths
of some 100,000 miners since 1900,
and continues to kill thousandsneed-
lessly every year.

Since it has been known how to
prevent it for almost 50 years Jthe
continued prevalence of the disease,
and the resulting deaths, are the
results of the coal companies —
backed by the UMW hierarchy— who
are unwilling to cut into their prof-
its in the slightest to save their
wage-slaves from injury,disease and
death.

These companies have been hand-

Reign of terror in
- US mineworkers’ union

in-glove with the UMW ever since
the 1950 deal between George Love,
then president of Consol, largest
coal company in the US, and John

L Lewis.

The deal, simply put, was this:
pay increases in exchange for no
improvement of working conditions
and the suppression of strike threats.
The federal government,concerned
at the time about the Korean War
aspect of the permanent arms econ-
omy, gladly gave its blessings to
the deal.

It looked for a time as though the
Nixon administration was going to
veto the Mine Safety Bill. Advocates
of the bill had wanted to place a 4¢.
per ton tax on coal to finance health
and safety research, but this prov-
ision was knocked out by coal
industry pressure and by an adminis-
tration that would rather protect the
long-range profits of the coal com-
Eames than gain an anti-inflationary

ax.
However,Nixon finally signed the
bill because he, the coal industry,
and the UMW were afraid of the
short-and-long-range consequences
of a veto. Massive wildcats had
been threatened. 100,000 coal work-
ers might strike and then organise
their collective power outside of
industry and union control.

High profits

Since the Vietnam War, the latest
adventure in the permanent arms
economy, the coal industry has been
making better-than-ever profits off
the land and workers of Appalachia.
The massive theft of this sumlus is
why Appalachia is what it is today:
rich country, poor people.

Twenty-seven per cent of all
industrial power is still supplied by
coal. Profits have never been higher.
But in their rush for profits from the
permanent war gravy-train, work con=
ditions and health conditions have
been left to degenerate, while the
UMW stands by with their hands in
the pockets of the industry.

Given the corrupt and co-opted
UMW, the results for miners have
been maiming, disease, unemploy-
ment, suffering and death — while
the exploiters never had it so good.

The industry enjoys a tax rate
twice as low as even establishment
experts agree it should be. More
importantly, all major power com=
panies buy coal on long-term con-
tracts, up to 30 years, and the big
coal companies, like Consol, are
either owned outright by big oil
companies or are tied up in inter-
locks. The oil companies who own
these mines are not going to aban-
don a black-gold prize of 3.2.¢rillion
tons of extractable coal.

These capitalists, with govern-
ment protection and union complicity,
steal the wealth from the land and
the people of Appalachia and deposit
it in their own bank accounts in big
cities, far removed from the poverty
and suffering they leave behind.
They promote high levels of unem-
ployment when it is financially in
their own self-interest.

Shock and anger

Buf today, the mine workers of
Appalachia are awakening to the
crime that has been perpetrated
against them. Yablonski’s murder
has brought it home.

The mine safety bill cannot stem
inflation, war profiteering, collusion,
or repression, as many miners are
already realising. The Miner’'sVoice
coming out of a rank and file comms=
ittee in Morgantown, West Virginia,
is beginning to become the kind of
militant paper that is needed.

Widows are organising in Mann-
ington. As I write, 20,000 miners,
shocked and angered by the vengeful
murder of Yablonski, are out on
strike. And this is only the beginn-
ing.

The miners are up against a vast
alignment of forces. They must look
to their collective strength. No
‘respectable leaders’ at the tlti)rf can
save them. They must consolidate
their own massive rank and file
power from below.
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One of the central economic
problems in gvery devel-
oped country today is the
age-old question of how
much of the product should go to
the workers and how much to the
other factors of production.The
answer to this question can be
very important for the health of
a modern economy. In a real
sense, the economic difficulties

%

of the UK, the general strike in
France last year and President
Kennedy’s confrontation
with the steel industry in -
1962 all had their origins
in this basic problem.
(P J Loftus, Lloyds Bank
Review, April, 1969)

by Lionel Sims
THE EMPLOYERS rarely make
such statements out in the open.
But here, without any huffing
it is clearly recognised that
those who own ‘the factors of
production” will always aim to.
reward their workers with as

little as possible for theirefforts.

More than that, the general result
of the averall struggle between all
workers and all employers over the
sharing of the national income will
always tend to average out with the
working class receiving a minimum
subsistence wage.

Of course, what goes to make up
a subsistence wage will change over
time. The average worker today
expects and receives far better
elementary ‘comforts’ than his 18th
century brother or even, for that
matter, of his counterpart between
the two world wars.

The average real wage of all
manual workers in 1969,allowing for
the effects of grice increases, is

just under 13 times as large as the

average working man's waee in 1938.

That sounds all right, but if you
look at the family budget of an
average worker there is nothing to
show that spending is above a sub-
sistence minimum. For any family
that had a total income between £20
to £25 a week in 1968, 30 per cent
of it was spent on food, 9 per cent
on fuel, light and power bills, 13
per cent went on housing costs, 8
per cent went on clothing and 5.8
per cent on household durable goods
and 11 per cent went on transport
costs.

That leaves just over £5 to pay
all taxes, to spend on tobacco and
all the other bits and pieces for the
family. And, as .the Family Expend-
iture Survey scrupulously observes.
3.9 percent goes onalcohol.nodoubt
to forget where the other 96.1
per cent went.

Minimum

The National Food Survey of
1967 showed that approximately
19 per cent of working- class diets
were below the minimum nutritional
requirements laid down by the
British Medical Association in 1950
while 40 per cent of workers® diets
were above the minimum.

Out of the 3.1 million families
covered by the Circumstances of
. Families Report in 1966, 20 percent
of all the families lived in house-
holds whose structural conditions
were in some way defective. 11,700
families lived in houses which were
in a dangerous state of decay.

In terms of overcrowding, 12 per
cent of all families lived more than
114 persons to a‘room (including the
kitchen) and 13 per cent of all fam-
ilies suffered from a lack of ameni-
ties below elementary requirements.
62,460 families did not have a lava-
tory or a fixed bath or shower, nor
was there even a hot or cold water
tap in the buildin%.

The 1966 Sample Census showed
that, out of all those persons in
families whose chief wage earner
was a manual worker, 59 per cent
did not have access to a car, 37 per
cent had access to one car, and the
remaining 4 per cent to two or more
cars.

An analysis of working class
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Who really runs Britain? The

figures speak for themselves

budgets therefore reveals aboutone-
fifth of the families below the mini~
mum subsistence level (diet and
housing), roughly 40 per cent above
the minimum (diet and motor cars),
and the remaining 40 per cent
clustered about the average wage.
But about one-third ot all the
families covered by the 1966 Sample
Census had no children and about
one fifth had more than two children.
The remainder, almost one half of
all families, had one or two children.
It is those families who have no
children,or those with one or two
children but more than one wage-
earner, that can afford a level of
expenditure above the subsistence
minimum.Similarly, those families
with more than two children, or with
one or two children but only one
wage earner, make up that part of
the working class with expenditure
below the subsistence minimum.

Survives

Taken together, all three groups
average out at a subsistence expen-
diture and at a reproduction rate
that will just ensure enough chil-
dren to replenish and renew the
work force. The working class there-
fore participates in the sharing of
the national incomé only insofar as
it survives as a commodity for the
employers. &

Not everyone who works is a
worker and it is not every worker
who is a productive worker. It is the
relation between the amount of value
created by the productive worker for
his own subsistence and the value
he creates but is taken from him by
his employer which is a precise
measure of the exploitation under-
lying the creation of the national
income.

The problem is to sort out who _
are the productive workers and then
the wages they receive and whHat is
the total surplus appropriated by all
the employers, the capitalist class.
But history is on our side.

When capitalism was in its
infancy,production was carried out
by craft labour. The craftsman then
included in his individual person all
that has subseguently been divided
between different social groups,but
reproduced on an obvious class
scale rather than a concealed indi-
vidual scale.

As a capitalist he was a man of
wealth,as a merchant and soothsayer
he was a traveller on national holi-
days, as technician he was an inven-
tive genius, as a foreman he was
the Puritan sharing in God's grace,
and asthe worker he was a Metho-
dist sharing in God’s wrath.

Productive and unproductive
functions are more clearly separated
today. All the operatives directly
involved in the material productive
process of manufacturing industry,
construction, part of transport,
in agriculture and craft trades are

productive workers.

Although the transport industry
does not produce anything tangible
like the other spheres of material
production, it is a very real necess-
ity in the production process. The
value of molten steel is enhanced
by its journey from the furnace to
the mould,then to the rolling mill,
as sheet steel from the foundry to
to manufacturing industry and as a
motor car from industry to the con-
sumer. .

Although they are less directly
involved as these operatives, tech-
nologists, draughtsmen, desisners
and production managers carry out
the overseeing functions necessary
to any co-operative effort in material
production. Since the second world
war teachers.have carried out the
productive function of heightening
the average skill of all the workers.

The average worker today is not
an unskilled manual worker as-in
Karl Marx’'s day, but somewhere
between unskilled manual work at
one extreme and the research work
of an industrial technologist at.
another. Since teachers have their
raw material in human beings and
they ‘produce’ an average skill con-
tent which increases the value of
labour power, they must be consid-
ered to be productive workers.

All these productive workers
together create the national income.
In order that they can continue repro-
ducing products, they require a
group of workers servicing their own
activities,doing the jobs that do not
expand production but are nonethe-
less necessary.

Surplus

Clerks and typists, all office
workers, are engaged in a continual
process of assessing by accounts
what the operatives and technolog-
ists are doing. A productive worker
creates value for his own subsist-
ence and value over and above that
as a surplus taken by his employer.

A clerk or typist creates.no
value,instead their wages come out
of profits. But they are treated as
if they were productive by the
employer,since he pays them more
or less the same subsistence wage.
We may be sharing in the profits,he
says,but who said anything about
fair shares!

All that remains on the labour
market are those in such services
as health and the mass media, and
these are employed to maintain the
order and discipline necessary for
an employing class to regularly rake
off a surplus from productive work-,
ers. Nurses care for us in a differ-
ent way than prison officers. Just
over £3% million was spent on
police, prisons, law courts and
parliament in 1968.

All forms of profit and all the
wages of non-productive workers
come from the labour power of prod-

The rate of exploitation
is on the increase

uctive workers. On top of that there
is a fantastic amount of waste in
capitalist production.

In 1961, over one million poten-
tially productive workers, 1,064,032,
were wasted on producing weapons,
practically all of them in manufact-
uring industry. The £2,688 million
which will be spent on all armam-
ents in 1970 is therefore part of the
total surplus,while those million or
so workers must be subtracted from
the productive pool of workers .

The constant changing of models,
especially in car manufacture,adds
nothing to the quality of the model
itself,only a different appearance
to the consumer. But the costs of re-
styling the models and producing the
different tools needed for each model
are enormous—approximately 10-20
per cent of the total value of all
consumer durables,or about £4050
million in 1968.

Another source of waste,where
the sales effort penetrates and
impedes production, is advertising.
In 1968 the total cost of advertising
in Britain was about £494 million.

The total waste in the production
process resulting from the private
ownership of industry,leading to
armaments production, the wastage
on sales effort and the detrimental
effects of pollution and waste,must
have been somewhere in the region
of £8000 million, or about one-fifth
of the gross national product in
1968.

If we add up the total wages of
all productive workers in 1961, after
they had paid tax,the sum is approx-
imately £7% thousand million. If we
add up all the profits of private and
public-industries, all the wages of
unproductive workers, and all the
waste expenditure, the sum is
around £16 thousand million.

That means that for every £1 a

worker produces for his own wage
packet, he produces a further £2
which is taken by the employers‘and
used in their own interests. Or the
same thing put in another way—ot a
working week of five days,oneand
two-thirds working days go in creat-
in the worker’'s subsistence, while
three and a third working days
create the capitalist class’s surplus
there is a rate of exploitation of
more than 200 per cent.

We mention 1961 figures because
that is the last year in which there
were full figures.Since then,however,
the statistics and,more significantly,
the experience,point to a growing
rate of increase of exploitation.

Colossal

First,because the minimum sub-
sistence is being pushed down.In
1956 31.5 per cent of the total pop=-
ulation had diets below the BMA
nutritional minimum. By 1960 ithad
risen to 36.5 per cent of the pop-
‘ulation and by 1967 to 46 per cent.

Secondly,because the recent few
years have been a period of growing
surplus in terms of profits, but
especially in terms of such non-
activities as claiming rent for the
ownership of land, or interest for
the ownership of money.

These statistics,drawn from the
research bodies set up by the
employers and politicians,establish
beyond any doubt the colossal
human potential of organised labour.
If workers can provide the £3%
million necessary to imprison them-
selves,if they can create a £16
thousand million surplus that is
used by the employers dgainst their
.will, then how much can they create
when they are liberated?
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The plight of
immigrants in
Europe weakens

~ Workers

by Stephen Castles

WHILE SOCIALISTS ARE
preoccupied with their

national struggles, thie bosses
are busily planning and integrat-
ing across national boundaries.

An important part of t heirstrategy
is the exploitation of immigrant
workers in an attempt to split work-
ing-class solidarity. Socialist
Worker has pointed this out for
PBritain, but what is less commonly
known is that similar tactics are
used in the Common Market and in
other European countries.

Today there are nearly nine mill-
ion immigrants in Western Europe.

Figures for Belgium are not giv-
en, as no reliable ones are available,
but it is known that there are about
300,000 immigrants there—mainly
Italians and Turks, The largest
numbers are in Britain (2}2million),
Germany (2 million), France (2%
million), and Switzerland (nearly a
million, or about 15 per cent of her
population).

Most immigrants come from under-
developed regions—either the back-
ward parts of Southern Europe like
Portugal, Greece, Spain, Southem
Italy or from more distant areassuch
as North Africa, India, West Indies.

Further afield

Countries with no colonial ties
and with relatively high wages,like
Germany, Switzerland and Sweden,
recruit mainly from Southern Europe.
Even so0, they are having to seek
workers further and further afield
and Turkey is the main source today.

France, Belgium and Holland
have workers both from Southern
Europe and from third world coun-
tries. France has'471,000 Algerian
immigrants, 148,000 from her other
former North African colonies and
about 50,000 workers from the rest
of Africa.

struggle

_Wherever they come from and
wherever they go, migrantsare
exploited in a similar fashion. This
disproves the theory put forward by
reactionary social scientists that
immigration is just a ‘colour prob-
lem’, This theory is an attempt to
hide the economic and social roots
of discrimination.

Immigrants form about 5-7 per
cent of the working population in
most West European countries. In
Switzerland they are a third and in
Luxembourg a quarter. They are
mainly unskilled or semi-skilled
workers and they are concentratedin
the lowest grade jobs of certain
industries and regions.

The immigrants get only the jobs
which other people will not take,
either because of low wages or un-
pleasant and dangerous working
conditions. For instance, the build-
ing industry, which offers little
security and hard conditions, has a
high proportion of immigrant workers
nearly everywhere. Metal manufact-
ure, textiles, clothing, public
services and transport and domestic
service are other sectors heavily
dependent on immigrant labour.

In Switzerland 34 per cent of
male factory workers and 53 per
cent of female ones are foreign.The
commonest occupation for foreign
men is building (35 per cent) and for
women, domestic service (29 per
cent). In Germany, a third of the
foreign workers are in the metal
industry. The next largest groups
are in other manufacturing industries
and in building.- The mines in Bel-
gium rely heavily on Italian and Tur-
kish workers. .

In most countries there are laws
which restrict the freedom of foreign-
ers to change jobs. This stops them
getting promotion and makes them
specially vulnerable to pressure from.
the employers. A row with the boss
may mean expulsion from the country.

Many immigrants come illegally—
often to escape military service in
fascist countries. These men

"An immigrant shanty town at Nanterre, near Paris: a small North African girl drags water home

without papers can be forced to take
low wages and they cannot complain
to the authorities or the unions.

Immigrants nearly always come
from backward areas and have never
worked in industry before. As they
want to save money fast to improve
things for their families, they are
often willing to work long hours or
very fast on piecework. .

Finding somewhere tolive is one
of the greatest difficulties. In Ger=
many and France there are special
hostels for single workers, but they
are quite inadequate—there are only
100,000 beds in Germany and 60,000
in France. :

 In any case, immigrant workers
dislike such hostels because of the
authoritarian rules. The employer
often controls the hostel and can
keep out union representatives and
put the workers on the street in
case of a dispute.

Low incomes

Most immigrant workers—espec-
ially those who bring their families
with them—have to find dwellingson
the private market. This is difficult,
due to low incomes and widespread
prejudice.

Immigrants come to work so they
inevitably go to the expanding indus-
trial towns where the housing short-
age is already severe. The result is
that many end up in overcrowded
furnished rooms or badly-equipped
attics or cellars.

In France, which has the worst
housing shortage in Europe, it is
often impossible for them to get any
sort of flat. That is why at least
100,000 immigrants live in the-bid-
onvilles (shanty towns) which surr=
ound most of France's large cities.

Here they build shacks of waste
materials and live without electric-
ity, piped water or sanitary facilit-
ies in the worst possible squalor.
The effect on health is not surpris=-
ing: tuberculosis is common and
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Support your local policemen!

by a correspondent

A WAVE of dissatisfaction is
sweeping through the rank and file
of the British police. These are the
men who are retained by capitalism
to do its dirty work, as a reserve
force or a real force against work-
ers’ strikes and students’ sit-ins.

They also fight against small
crime in order that the great funda-
mental crime of exploitation and war
may continue undisturbed.

The high turnover rate in the
police force, in spite of wage
increases and the technical gimm-
icks of recent re-organisation,
reflects the discontent of an unfree
section of the working elass sub-
jected to difficult,sometimes danger-
ous work, a rigid discipline code,
the mistrust of their ‘superiors’ and
the suspicion of other workers.

All over Britain, policemen have
been voting with their feet (flatly,of
course) against the iniquities of
their lot. The Home Office and the
Chief Constables constantly com-
‘plain of undermanning even in the
streamlined forces now at their
disposal.

Within the force itself,discontent
is smouldering, often expressed
against the most immediately avail-
able scapegoat—the ‘hippy’, the
immigrant or the murderer. The
policemen’s wives so often have to
bear the brunt of the strain, with
their menfolk constantly out or on
call.

The wives, now feeling threateu-
ed with the loss of their husbands
and breadwinners as the result of
&

the re-introduction of
the killers of policem

about this movement of feeling, it is
afactand it is only one part of a
general mood of growing indepen-
dence among the men on the beat.

The climax of this mood has now
been seen in the resolution passed
by the Bristol branch of the Police
Federation demanding the right to go
on strike. We may be sure that this
demand will spread and that it will
be resisted by the ‘liberal’ Home
Secretary and the Chief Constables
and (whatever concessions may be
made verbally) by the bureaucracy of
the Police Federation itself.

The police of Britain have their
own history of militancy and trade
unionism. The old ‘Nuppo” (National
Union of Police and Prison Officers)
uniting all ranks below the top crust
and maintaining firm links with
their brothers in the prison service,
igned actively for policemen’s
in the years around 1910.

ted (and received)solid-
the rest of the
ent.

cognition and
inated in the

t the end of

World War One. It was smashed, with
its leading militants hounded out of
the force and the rest enrolled,under
threat of the sack, into the present
Police Federation and Prison
Officers’ Association, with the
sweetener of a wage increase.

Now, in 1970, the ghost of Nuppo
walks the land again.

Revolutionary socialists should
define their attitudes to this mood
among rank and file lawmen. They
must make up their minds whether
they are ‘liberals’, therefore putting
the moral issue of the death penally

. before all other considerations, or

socialists working with a working
class whose attitude to hanging 1s
after all similar to that of thepolice.
They must make up their minds
whether they are ‘rebels’ and there=-
fore against authority as such, dis-
missing those who wield authority
as irredeemable enemies, fit only
as targets for counter violence — or

- whether they are revolutionaries who

will work with a class movement
among policemen just as they would
work with one among troops.

Contact — discreefly— your local
policemen. y

Approach — sympathetically — the
meetings of your local policemen's
wives. if the women’s liberation

groups are to reach beyond the griev-

ances of the middle-class feminists,
they might just as well start with
this section of working-class
housewives.

You can agree with what they are
doing without accepting all the
reasons (such as the demand for
hanging) which have prompted this
collective action.

support the unionisation of the
police — with full rights, including,
above all, the right to strike.

Behind that uniform, a misguided
working-class brotheris trying to
hide. That truncheon can be turned—
against capitalism.

rickets—the scourge of 19th century
Britain—has reaopeared.

The exploitation of immigrant
workers brings various advantages
for the bosses.

1 Before the war,employers used a

* high rate of unemployment-to
keep down wages.Working-class
militancy has made this impossible
today. : g

As economic expansion leads to
labour shortages and higher wage
rates, employers hope that bringing
in immigrant workers will prevent
‘over-full’ employment and thus
restrain wage growth. The unemploy-
ed masses of the underdeveloped
areas are regarded as an external
industrial reserve army.

Immigrants are usually unskilled,

* and restrictive laws and discrim-
ination in employment make sure
they stay that way. This tends to
split the working class into two
strata: fhe immigrants in unskilled
jobs,nationals of the Western Euro-
pean countries in the skilled,super-
visory and white collar sectors.

The unlimited reserves of un-
skilled labour available cause wage
stagnation in the unskilled sector.
On the other hand there is a limited
number of skilled men available,so
wages rise in the other sectors. The
bosses hope to create an indigenous
‘labour aristocracy’ which will see
its interests in individual promot-
ion rather than collective action.

3, Similarly inthe housing and social

* field the immigrants get the
worst conditions and remain segreg-
ated from the rest of the working
class in ghetto like conditions.
Racialism is used to deepen the
split, by developing thefear of
competition.

Immigrants are made the scape-
goats for the big business system’s
failure to provide reasonable hous-
ing and social facilities. The work-
ing class and its organisations are -
weakened.

A vicious circle has tended to
develop throughout Europe.Workers
are suspicious of immigrants and
even try to keep them out of certain

- jobs or housing areas.

Immigrants therefore have little
confidence in their fellow workers
and their organisations and do not
join the unions. Often the unions
speak of solidarity but do litfle to
bring it about.

In Switzerland, the unions have
even campaigned to keep foreigners
out. In the Belgian miners’ strike

the unions used the fact that over
half the strikers were foreign as an
excuse for doing nothing.

_Such policies help the bosses to
drive a wedge between the different
groups.

Any exploitation of one section
of the working class harms the long=
term interests of the whole class by
breaking its unity. Socialists must
understand the objective problems
arising in connection with immigrat-
ion and must take action by:

1. Exposing all forms of exploitat-
ion of immigrants and fighting to
end them. :

2. Contacting all immigrants living
in bad conditions and helping them
to organise.

3. Bringing immigrants into working
class organisations and getting
such organisations to pay special
attention to immigrants’ problems.
4, Demanding full political and
trade union rights for immigrant
workers.

Most exploited

_ Theexperience of manydisputes—
including' the’ May general strike in
France—proves that immigrant work-
ers can be brought into the class
struggle and act in full solidarity
with other workers. Immigrants are
the most exploited section of the
working class and are willing to
become militant once the possibility
of struggle becomes evident.

Socialists throughout Europe are
realising this. In France, left-wing
students are helping bidonville
residents to fight evictions. In
January the headquarters of the
French Employers’ Association was
occupied in protest against the treat
ment of immigrant workers.

German and Swiss socialists are
also campaigning for political rights
for foreign workers who can at pres-
ent be expelled if they are involved
in politics.

Rut solidarity does not come
about without special efforts. Immi=
grants are isolated by language and
by their weak legal and social
position.

Only when they see that others
are ready to unite with them in their
fight for better conditions will they
come into the general struggle.
Socialists cannot afford to ignore
the revolutionary potential of this
important new section of the working
class. :

THE BOOK THEY'RE
ALL TALKING ABOUT
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Asia |

FOR 25 YEARS America has
garrisoned Asia. The Pacific is
belted with US air bases, ports
for the US fleet, supply depots,
training grounds and hundreds of
thousands of troops.

This was true before Vietnam
and will be true- after the US loses
the war and has to get out.

Laos, Korea, Thailand, Japan,
Okinawa, Philippines, Fpormosa and
South Vietnam are all US troop
sites.

All the politicians promise :
plans to ‘leave Asia to the Asians’,
but the more they talk the deeper
in they get. President Nixon won’t
show us his ‘secret plan to end the
war’ but he has admitted that Wash-
1ngton plans to keep 300,000 GIs in
Vietnam for at least 10 more years.

his is no ‘mistake’ or ‘blunder’.
American business has a world-
wide empire and it's the job of the
government to protect that empire
no matter how many lives it costs.

That's why Vietnam will be foll-
owed by new wars, in a never-end-
ing stream. .

In country after country the
peasants, who form a majority of
the population, are supporting revo=
lutions against their corrupt and
backward governments— rulers that
in most cases are front men or minor
allies of Western business inter-
et?lts. Vietnam is a good example of
this.

Standards lowered

Many Americans believe the
myth that Western colonialrule—no
matter how undemocratic — brought
modern education, sanitation, med-
icine, a better diet and some ‘eivil-
isation’ to those backward peasants
in Asia.

That’s all untrue. When the
French conquered Vietnam,then
known as Indochina,they lowered
the average standard of living, a
practice America has continued. In
fact, the workers and peasants of
South Vietnam lived better 200
years ago than they do now with
Western ‘help’.

The French used forced labour
to build their fortifications and
roads. Peasants were kicked off
the land, and left to work as labour-
ers or tenant farmers for thebig,
French plantations.

Each village was forced to buy
a minimum quota of opium and
liquor from the French government,
who encouraged drug addiction in
order to profit from it. Each year
the French businessmen exported
millions of dollars worth of rice,
tin, lumber, coal and natural rubber
while the Vietnamese peasant grew
poorer.

By 1938 the average peasantwas
eating 30 per cent less than his
father did in 1900, while 40 per
cent of each rice crop was exported
by the French. During depressions
(a ‘civilised’ invention) tens of
thousands of peasants died of
starvation.

Stripped bare

This was colonialism— the
enslavement of a people by foreign
invaders, while their country was
stripped bare. No wonder that time
and again theVietnamese rose
against the French colonial ammies.

Peasant revolts, underground
trade unions, guerrilla bands and
revolutionary parties were organ-
ised to kick the French out. After
30 years of struggle,French colon-
ialism was about to lose Vietnam
in the 1950s.

The French people had %ot fed
up with dving in wars just to pro-
tect some corporation’s investment.
Mass desertions, troop mutinies,
sabotage of war supplies and other
actions were getting common.

The Vietnam war was so hated
in France that the government was
forced to rule that no draftee had to
serve there. Caught between the
growing strength of the Vietnamese
and thegrowing opposition at home,
the F'rench politicians had come to

undered as
big firms make millions

Bank biliboard in Saigon — overlooked by a tank :

the end of their rope.

. But Washington insisted that
they fight on. Qut of our tax dollars
the French were given hundreds of
ships, planes, tanks and vehicles—
we ended up paying 80 per cent of
the French military costs. And
when they finally lost in 1954, the
politicians of both Republican and
Democratic parties demanded that
US forces take up where the French
left off. -

Senator John F. Kennedy deman-
ded that we ‘take the ultimate step’
and send in GIs, Vice President
Nixon said, ‘the adminstration will
have to face upto it and send in
troops.’

. So as far back as 1954 Wash-
ington wanted to get involved in
Vietnam, but a vast public outery
ensued. With the bloody Korean War
still fresh in everyone’s mind, the
American people weren’t going to
buy a new Asian‘adventure’. So
Washington shut up, and began the
secret manoeuvres that got us-into
‘the present hopeless mess.

Real point

While Washington kept explaining
that it only wanted to save the poor
Vietnamese from Communism
insiders knew what was really
going on.”US News & World Report,
the pro-business weekly magazine,
got to thereal point: *One of the
world’s richest areas is open to the
winner in Indo-china. . .tin, rubber,
rice, key strategic raw materials
are what the war-is really all about.
The US sees it as a place to held
at any cost.’

America is the strongest colonial
power in the world,exploiting the
people of Asia, Africa and Latin
America. Washington was more
sophisticated than the old European
pOWers .

Coming late to the imperialist
game, the US never asked for out-
right colonies, and always preached
‘democracy’ in ringing tones. When
the US did conquer a nation — such
as the Philippines — it was event=-
ually turned loose.

All the American government
wanted from these ‘independent’
governments was the right to stat-
ion its bases and troops on their
soil, get them to support its foreign
policy and wars, and let US bus-
iness corner the lion’s share of the
trade, mineral and oil rights and all
other economic benefits. No wonder
Americans are hated around the
world.

US corporations have over $75
billion invested overseas. The big
oil companies invested $2 billion
in Middle East oil development —
but they get a return of almost $1
billion every year from it.

Standard Oil, DuPont, Firestone,
Chase Manhattan and the other big
corporations have almost $2 billion

Chrysler: Franco's finger-men

The American people may like
freedom, but US business has a
real love affair with dictatorship.
From South Africa to Spain, US
corporations are backing dictator-
ships with heavy dollar investments.
The reason is simple — dictatorships
and corporations think in the same
groove, :

In Spain, Chrysler discovered
that four of its auto workers at the
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the underground union there. The
local Chrysler executives promptly
had them arrested by the Spanish
secret police, and while they were
rotting away in prison sent them
letters firing them for not showing
up at a company disciplinary
‘hearing’. Ten other workers at the
same plant were so unfair as.to
file a public grievance with the
govemment over working conditions.
Chrysler had them arrested by the
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invested just in the Far East, with
a yearly profit of over $150 million.

The wealth of these corporations
is the mass poverty of other coun-
tries. The first thing that any revo-
Lution has to do in these nations is
to stop the robbery by foreign comp-
orations, to take over their plants
and offices.

It was no accident that Washing-
ton— for all its speeches about
spreading ‘democracy’ —backed up
the French colonialists in Vietnam,
It’s no accident that the US ‘allies’
in gaigon are former collaborators
with the French against their own
people, crooks and two-bit dictators
of the worst variety. ;

Nixon’s plans to garrison Viet-
nam permanently with 300,000 GIs
means no end to this war. ‘Secret’
US military operations in Thailand,

. Laos and Cambodia promise more

wars (o come. 5
The fact is that these peasant
in Asia are right on at least one
point —-that they should toss
foreign corporations and foreign
armies out.
Reprinted from Wildcat, an
American revolutionary socialist
paper that circulates widely
among GIs.

ABERDEEN Pete Drummond

19 High Street Aberdeen

ACTON Bob Cartwright

27 Bath Road W4

ANGEL Barry Hugill

154 Downham Road N1

ASHFORD Roger Crossley

The Schoolhouse, Hamstreet

nr Ashford Kent

BARNSLEY Joe Kenyon

120 Standhill Crescent

BATH Richard Newby

17 Burlington Street Bath
BIRMINGHAM Godfrey Webster
128 Yardley Wood Rd B'ham 13
BRADFORD Nell 'Patterson

26 Fernhill Grove off Park Rd
BRIGHTON Andrew Moir

29 College Road

BRISTOL B R Horlock

26 Elmdale Road Bristol 8
CAMBRIDGE Tony Needham

12a Metcalfe Road

CAMDEN EAST Richard Kuper

45 Falkland-Rd NW5

CAMDEN WEST Robert MacGibbon
22 Estell Rd NW3

CARDIFF Nigel Walby

35 de Burgh Strest

CHERTSEY Kevin QO'Connell

The Flat St Thomas’ School
Eastworth Rd Chertsey Surrey
CLYDEBANK Eric Duncan
.1221 Dumbarton Rd Glasgow W4
COVENTRY Dave Edwards

53 Palmerston Rd Earlsdon
CRAWLEY T K O"Halloran

42 Haroldslea Drive Horley Sumrey
CROYDON Jenny Woodhams

26 Braemar Avenue South Croydon
DEPTFQRD John Ure
172a'Deptford High Rd SES8
DERBY Trevor Cave

80 Prospect St Alfreton Derbyshire
DONCASTER Vaughan Harrington
28 Rockingham Rd
DURHAM Jane Mackay

15 Wanless Toe Durham City
EAST LONDON Bob Light

2 Oster Tce Southcote Rd E17
EDINBURGCH Brian Lavery
41 East London Street

S OCIALIST WORKER 26 March 1970 o

Cottons
Column

LAST FRIDAY a government spoke-
sman told the slumbering Commons
that there are well over 100,000
classifiable slums in London alone.

This sudden concern for the
plight of the slum dweller is not
unconnected with next month’s
elections for the Greater London
Council. Labour would like you to
think that it will rigorously tackle
the problem,unlike the nasty Tory
occupants of County Hall and other
town halls througheut Britain,

But before you rush out to
enthusiastically cast your vote for
the party o’ the people, look at the
government’s own sparkling record
in housing.

Remember its election pledge of
building 500,000 new homes a year
by 19702 ‘Nothing,” said Harold,
‘will deter us from this target.’

Nothing,that is, except Labour’s
own inability to honour its pledges
and to take tough action against the
land speculators, money lenders :
and big builders.

Last year Housing Minister
Anthony Greenwood quietly aban=-
doned the 500,000 target. In 1968
he managed to produce 400,000 new
dwellings but last year there was a
disastrous falling away to 366,793.

And what for 1970, the year
when the promised land of fine new
housing for all would at last come
into view? According to the Nation-
al Council of Building Material
Producers, the number . of houses
completed this year could be at
least 10,000 down on last year.

Worse, while the private sector
is likely to remain stable at around
180,000 the public sector will drop
to around 175,000.

So more new housing is avail-
able for the middle class than for
the working class. Another fine
example of how Labour govemment
works. A

Three million families in Britain
today live in slums or near-slum
conditions. 2.9 million dwellings
have no internal lavatory, 2.1
million no fixed bath, 3.4 million
no hot and eold water system and
3 million no wash basin.

The shame of it all is too much
for Mr Greenwood. He will not be
standing in the next election.. .

JOHN LENNON has told a bored
world that the Beatles smoked pot
in the Buckingham Palace loo when
they went to receive their OBES.

1 understand from reliable police
sources that Queenie is not to be
prosecuted for allowing her premi-
ses to be used for drug taking.

The song’s the thing

INTERES TING that the winner of
the Eurovisioh Song Contest was_

Rosemary Brown who represented
‘Ireland’. But Rosemary — profess-~
ional name Dana — comes from
Derry’s Bogside in Northem [reland,
which the bigoted fanatics who run
that police state claim is more
British than Brifain.

Terrified of being submerged into
the 26 counties, the gentlemen
gangsters of the Orange Order wage
terror against all those who speak
of political and economie unity of
Ireland. But it"s all right for a .
little chirruper to represent all the
32 counties. And the Dublin govermn-
ment allows this nonsense to take
place.

Nixon's learning

ANNOUNCING his decision to put
education on the same credit sale
basis as real estate and salvation,
the US president Richard Nixon
said there was something basically
inequitable about a system which
gave a student with a family income
of over £5000 a year nine time as
many chances of getting to univer-
sity as one from a £1000 a year
background.

MORE THAN two years after Ronan
Point collapsed, Newham (London}
Borough Council have decided to
sue the firm that built the flats for
the cost of repairing it. They have
also signed a contract worth nearly
£1 million for the repair work.

The firm that is being sued and
the firm that got the repair contract
are one and the same, Taylor
Woodrow.

Sandys of time

THAT PRIMA BALLERINA of the
law and order brigade, Duncan
Sandys, ran through a short history
of his political development in a
Sunday newspaper.

Today he believes that children
are no longer taught the horror of
killing. Unruly students should be
expelled. Murderers should be
hanged.

When he was at university, he
played a little jape on his fellow
students, sending out nearly a
thousand forged summonses. To
celebrate their communal relief
when he told them about his nifty
little trick, he and his chums .
smashed jars full of whitewash all
over the buildings and called the
fire brigade.

But, ‘unlike the students of
today, we never claimed the right
to run the university. . ."he said.

QUOTE from Lord Thomson:*The
Lord must love me because he
surely takes care of me.’
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LABOUR WILL PRESS ON
- WITH UNION SHACKLES

ﬁy John Palmer

IF SUCCESSFUL at the General
Election, the Labour govemment
intends to press on with its cam-
paign to introduce legal
sanctions against the unions.

There is growing evidence
that Barbara Castle and her coll-
eagues withdrew the anti-union
proposals contained in In Place
of Strife last year purely as a
tactical move.

. The Labour leaders then had to
bow before the storm of rank and
file trade union opposition. They
saw in the strikes launched against
their proposals on May Day 1969 the
beginning of a serious movement
opposed to all shackles on the
unions. :

With an election approaching,
Wilson and company have made a
feassessment of their chances of
getting legislation of some kind on
the statute books,

They are backing on two import-
ant: factors. The first is that the
Tory threats to introduce even more
repressive laws against strikers and
even union officials will encourage
trade union leaders to accept
Lailiour’s medicine as ‘the lesser
evil’. 5

BOWED

_ They also expect to be assisted
by the deliberate campaign of the
Tories to step up an ‘anti-union
public opinion’. _

Proof that the Labour leaders
intend to resume their war against
the unions is indicated in the man-
ner in which Mrs Castle has presen-
ted the new Industrial Relations
Bill. The Bill consists of the
pieces of carrot designed to ‘sell’
the penal clauses last year.

Although the Bill, which among
other things provides for union rec-
ognition by employers, has been
presented, the Labour leaders are
making it clear they have no intent-
ion of trying to put it on the statute
book before the election.

In Whitehall, Liabour politicians
are openly stating that this is nec-
essary if they have to come back
to the issue of anti-union laws after
.the election. It is also clear that
Vic Feather, the TUC general sec-
retary and other union bosses,know
this full well.

They must also know that the
Labour government is not going to
offer something for nothing.

But they are doing nothing to
forewarn and to forearm the labour
movement about the dangers of a
new clash with the g:vemment after
‘the election. :

Although some Labour politic-
ians may have their doubts aboatt
risking a fresh collision with the _
unions they reckon that with a new
five-year term in office this is a
reasonable risk.

RECESSION

__More relevantly, however,the
right-wing Labourites realise that
the economic situation for British
capitalism is likely to get worse
over the next year or two,especially
if the American trade recession
gathers pace. Faced with their ‘duty
to modemise industry against this
difficult background, the Labour
right wing have no compunction in
imposing new sacrifices and
‘shackles on their working-class
supporfers.

The duty of every socialist and
trade union militant in the period up
to and during the general election
is to expose this sordid conspiracy
at every Labour election meeting.

-In the struggle to keep out the
Tories, the open and undisguised
enemies of working people, the dis-
honest and reactionary role of the
Labourites must also be exposed.

Fitters walk out

FITTERS employed by Yarrows at
the Edmonton Incineration Plant
construction site in North London
‘have been on strike since last Fri-
day following the contractor’s
atte}r{npt to use staff men on fitters’
wor
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Scots sparks to
fight job grading
threat by JIB

SW Reporter

MORE THAN 500 eledtricians
employed on the vast petro-chemical
site at Grangemouth in Scotland
have overwhelmingly decided to &
have a half-day stoppage combined
with a demonstration in Edinburgh
on the day of the next meefing of
the Scettish Joint Industry Board for
the electrical contracting industry.

The sparks are concerned at the
possibility of the SJIB moving onto
the Grangemouth site and imposing
JIB rates which in some cases could
mean a drop of up to 5s an hour.

The site agreement at Grange-
mouth, one of the biggest construct-
ion sites in‘Scotland, is no workers'
charter, as the recent bitter Boiler-
makers’ dispute has shown. But it
does not have the restrictions and
penalty clauses of the JIB.

Discipline

As the new contracting working
rules show, the JIB intends to push
on with disciplining workers to keep
up the bosses’ profits. One of the
new rules states that in future aver-
time rates will only be paid after a
full 40 hour shift hasbeen completed.
This means that if an electrician
works late on Monday and Tuesday
night and has a.day off on Thursday
his overtime will be paid at plain
time,

But not only the sparks on
Grangemouth should be concerned.

| It is safe to assume that the leaders

of the Electricians and Plumbers
Union would love to spread the JIB
idea to the plumbing section. And
woodworkers’ leaders have already
pushed the boat out on job grading.
All construction workers should give
support to the demonstration.

Other electricians are also
involved. In recent months, the
SJIB’s net has been sweeping wide.
Local authority sparks have been
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graded anc electricians in firms
only loosely associated with the
contracting industry have been
swallowed up.

So although the Grangemouth call
of ‘hands off’ is the right one it is
only a part of the fight in the. EETU/
PTU.With executive elections not
far off, electricians will have one of
their few remaining opportunities to .
show their disapproval by voting
against a leadership that has con-
sistently put support for government
policy on productivity deals and
wage freeze before its members’
interests.

Buf it’s not enough to just put
up candidates opposing the ruling
cligue. There must be a thought-out
policy that will result in the EETU/
PTU becoming a union that reflects

the wishes of its members.

Centrax: 21 week

strike ends in
victory for workers

SW Reporter

AFTER 21 WEEKS ON STRIKE, 1200 workers at the Centrax engin-
eering plant in Newton Abbot, South Devon, have returned to work

claiming a major victory.

The decision was made last Friday at a mass meeting when the
strikers voted to accept an offer of £3 a week more to be spread

‘over the next 18 months. They will be paid a shilling an hour more

as soon as they return.

At-the start of the dispute,
skilled workers were takmg
home less than £13 for a 40 hour
week and lower-paid workers
were paid under £10, e

The strikers showed magnificent
solidarity throughout the dispute
and received financial backing from
factories up and down the country.
The strike gave impetus to the
growing campaign in the depressed
south-west region for a minimum
wage of £17 10s a week.

Last week, Centrax boss Dicky
Barr offered the men £ 3 more and
agreed to introduce a new pay struc-
ture that will reduce the present
five grades to ftwo. The old system
had developed so many sub-grades
that it was manipulated by the man-
agement to divide and weaken the

‘work force.

Full of confidence

Barr also agreed to take back
workers who had been made redund-
ant. They include two men sacked
during the strike.

The strike committee,full of con=-
fidence after their resounding vic-
fory, intend to prepare a full report
of the dispute for other firms in the
region. They will also build-a strike
fund to help other south-west work-
ers who take militant action for
better wages. "

The women workers at Centrax,
who played an important part in the
strike, may help to form a socialist
women’s group in the area.

-Now, as work re-starts at the
p'ant which Dicky Barr threatened
to close down completely a week
ago, the shop floor workers will
have to be on their guard against
any attempt to get them to finance
their own pay increase through a
productivity swindle.

Motorway swallows

railmen’s jobs

LIVERPOOL:~ British Rail have
decided fo close a huge marshalling
grid which starts at Edge Hill Stat-
ion. This will put the jobs of 70
shunters into the melting pot.

Some will be offered jobs in
other yards (probably with less
overtime), but most will get the
sack. Many of the older men will
find it difficult to get new jobs in
this area of increasing unemploy-
ment. The grid is part of a huge
complex of yards, depots and "
sidings, Its very size is a temptat-
ion to British Rail to cash in and
take advantage of the high price of
building land.

A big slice is to be. sold tothe
local authority for the new Liverpool
Manchester Motorway.

RAILWAY MILITANTS have wel-
comed last week’s pay increase of
11 per cent without strings as a
reasonably satisfactory offer.British
Rail were forced to offer more than
a pittance hecause of the growing
threat of strike action.

Bul many workers are aware that
the government has only agréed to
the increase because of its need for
votes in the approaching election.

Metal Box
engineers
strike for

union rights
by Dick Jones

NEATH, South Wales:-Members of
the Engineering Union at the Metal
Box company have been on strike’
for two weeks for union recognition.

After a minor shop floor dispute
a fortnight ago, the company refused
to recognise the union’s convenor or
any of its stewards. It withdrew all
union facilities.

The company is proud of its
steady rate of growth on an inter-
national scale, made possible by its
ability to prevent a single major
wage rise (compared with national
rates) for a period of 30 years.

The company isnow trying to
introduce a productivity deal at the
Neath plant. They will make mass~
ive savings from the deal but they
are not prepared to give the work-
ers a reasonable increase on the
basic rate.

Management have al so refused
more highly-skilled workers the
right to negotiate particular condit-

"ions of their work.

Rising profits

The workers have had enough.
They know that the management
have been so keen to keep their
customers happy that they have "
recently cut their prices. The work-
ers also know that in spite of the
cuts, MB profits have continued to
rise through keeping a tight rein on
wage rates.

- In order to make sure that profits
continue to rise, the company is
looking for new ways to save money.
This explains the desire to push
through a productivity deal.

And to make sure that the deal
goes through smoothly, management
are prepared to clamp down on the
union in a bid to make it powerless
to resist their plans.

Shop floor workers are solidly
behind their union and elected rep-
resentatives. They know they must
defeat the management on this issue
to resist the new robbery that has
been planned for them.

On Saturday, a mass meeting
voted unanimously to stay out on
strike for full union rights. On Mon-
day, the workers marched through
the town to publicise their case,
which deserves the support of all
trade unionists and socialists.

THE International Socialists are
holding their annual conference in
London over the Easter weekend.
They will discuss documents on
western capitalism, eastern Europe
and the ‘third world’ as well as
planning their industrial work

University honoursa
‘war-mongering profiteer’

STUDENTS at Manchester Univers-
ity's Institute of Science and Tech~
nology carried the struggle against
big business domination of educat-
ion a stage further last Thursday.

Each year UMIST awards honor-
ary degrees. This year the authorit-
ies decided to honour Sebastian de
Ferranti, chairman and managing
director.of Ferranti Ltd., the com-
pany which made an 82 per cent
profit on its Bloodhound Missile
contract a few years ago.

UMIST’s decision was not un-
connected withthe fact that on May
Day Vincent de Fetranti,Sebastiads
dad, is to open the new Ferrantiand
Cockroft building at UMIST.Ferranti
must have made a handsome donat-
ion towards the cost of this build-
ing from their equally handsome
profits.

The students’ union decided to
picket the building in protest at
Sebastian’s ‘honorary fellowship’.

When the guests arrived they had to

make an undignified climb over the
students to get into the ceremony.

One senior academic had to be
‘cooled off’ by his fellow academics
who desperately tried to maintain
their dignity when he assault®d a
girl student.

While the ceremony was under-
way, the students decided to refuse
access to their union building
already set up for a dinner in Sebas-
tian’s honour. They collapsed the
awnings over the red carpet and set
up barricades at the main entrance.

TRADITION

Lord Bowden, the Vicechancell-
or, scurried across to reason with
the students. He felt they were
‘behaving rather badly’. When ques-
tioned about the honouring of a
‘war-mongering profiteer’ he
explained: ‘It is a tradition, we
give them to our friends.’

Lord Bowden's ‘reason’ did not
persuade the students, who rein-

forced their barricades.Finally
some of the guests smashed a door
down to get to their dinner in
scenes of unceremonial and undig-
nified violence.

But if the honoured guests
hoped fo have a quiet dinner they
were disappoinhted. The students
chanted slogans at the doors and
stamped on the ceiling over the
dining hall, forcing the eminent
guests to switch on a juke-box at
full blast.

Some students felt the demon-.
stration was a failure as they had
prevented neither the ceremony nor
the dinner. But it is unlikely that
the authorities regarded it as a
complete failure.

Future ceremonies will probably
not be held in term-time and the
high-class nosh-ups will be held in
less vulnerable places.

Workers at Ferranti factories in
Manchester are said to have enjoyed
the story considerably. . .



