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Troops firing ' gas in Bllymurphy

WHAT WE THINK

THE SHOOT TO KILL threat by
General Freeland has shown the
brutal cynicism of the latest tum in
British policy in Northern Ireland.
In an unprecedented show of
strength last week, British big
business has served notice on civil
rights militants and Catholic work-
ers that it will stand no challenge
to the police state in Northem
- Ireland. ]
The display of viciousness by
British troops, who used CS gas
and batons against young Catholic
workers in Belfast, forms part of
Westminster's policy of appease-
ment of the extreme Tory Unionist
right wing. :

Growing challenge

The Labour govemment and its
Stormont lackeys are desperately
anxious to buy off the growing chall-
enge from the right wing led by the
Rev Ian Paisley and William Craig
MP. That is why the authorities
allowed the deliberately provocative
Belfast Orange march to bum repub-
lican flags as it marched past the

| Catholic district last week.

According to ‘moderate’ civil

rights leaders, the young fighters of
. Ballymurphy are ‘hooligans’ |
although they were quick enough to
describe the same action by young
workers in Derry last year as ‘heroic.

Of course the young Catholic
workers sometime express in a nega-
tive and even sectarian way the
resentments and frustrations of be-
longing to a second-class ghetto.
But the initial reaction of some

Catholic workers was to contrast
the regiments engaged in the fight-
ing last week with the behaviour of
troops sent in last August.

General Freeland himself spoke
about ‘the complete change of attit-
ude’ to the troops on the part of the
Catholic population. But this has
little if anything to do with the
different army units.

The fact is that British forces
in Northern Ireland have alwayshad
two jobs to do. One was to muzzle
the armed Paisleyites on the streets
the other to smash the leftwand
movement of the civil rights rank
and file. :

At present Westminster has
effectively abandoned the first
policy in an attempt to buy time for
the Chichester-Clark government.
But the second policy is being
enforced with increasing detemmin-
*atiqﬂlhy the army authorities.

- e enemy of the Catholic work-
ers in this situation is certainly
not the ordinary Protestant workers.
They, too, are on the receiving end
of unemployment and bad housing.

It is the Stormont regime and
British big business which stands
in the way of all workers leading a
decent and dignified way of life,

In fighting to get rid of the troops
the workers of Northem Ireland —
Catholic and Protestant — will find
themselves increasingly confronted
by the armed might of British big
business..

It is our duty in Britain to supp-
ort those in Northern Ireland strugg-
ling to be free of British imperialism
land its army of occupation.

Back to 1900 says Heath

TORY LEADER Edward Heath has outlined his party’s
proposals for attacking the trade uniens if they win the
General Flection. Speaking last weekend to that ghost army,
the Conservative Trade Unionists, he stressed that the
Tories would change the law to make it possible for
employers to sue unions for damages after strike action.

Heath wants to smash the safeguards of the 1906 Trades
Disputes Act which allowed unions to picket during strikes
and prevented them from being sued for damages. The Act
was forced through by working-class anger when the railway-
workers’ union paid £23,000 to the Taff Vale Railway

ny after a strike in 1900. On page 3 this week there

‘or feature on the Taff Vale strike and its aftermath.

STRIKE THAT LAUNCHED THE LABOUR PARTY
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in Belfast

THE BRITISH ARMY, true to
tradition, has gone into action

against working-class youth
in the Ballymurphy Estate on
the outskirts of Belfast.

Intense resentment was
aroused last week on the largely
Catholic estate at the antics of -
an Orange band parading up and
down the main road.

Catholic youths attempted to
attack the band but were beaten
back by men from the Royal
Scots regiment.

As a result there were three
nights of rioting in which the
army were twice beaten out of
the estate. The troops retaliated

by firing 200 canisters of CS

gas, baton charging and arresting
more than 60 people, many of
whom had taken no part in the
fighting.

‘SHOT DEAD’
R A E s

The army’s panicky reaction
was underlined by army overlord
General Freeland’s statement
that petrol bombers would be.
shot dead and by the movement
of 1500 extra troops into the
area.

Ballymurphy has since been
under virtual martial law.Groups
of more than three people are
broken up and many arrests have
been made on totally perjured
evidence.

An obvious and brutal attempt
is being made to cow the Bally-
murphy people by an intimidating
display of armed military force.

The militant socialist organ-
isation, People’s Democracy,
two of whose members havebeen
arrested, organised a meeting of
the Ballymurphy youth last
Saturday and Sunday.

PRESS RUBBISH
AR RIS SR

The aim was to give the lads
a chance to reply to the nausea-
ting rubbish pumped out by the

| Catholic civil rights leaders,

Unionist press and British army
that the riots had been solely a
religious rampage by non-politic-
al hooligans.

At the meeting, it was pointed
out that the people involved in
the fighting with the army were
not among the sectarians who
had attempted to intimidate
Protestant families in an
adjoining housing estate, New
Barnslgy.

The young workers fought
against the British troops
because they saw in the amy
their chief opponent to the
creation of an Irish republic.

- Their fighting was motivated by

a nationalist outlook. .
As’socialists we have no
alternative but to change repub-

WOR

lican attitudes to a class con-
sciousness. If the fight against
British imperialism is to be suc-
cessful, it must be seen as more
than a military struggle.

It must be a working class
struggle waged on the economic
front as well.

As a result of the meeting, a
committee composed completely
of Ballymurphy youths was elec-
ted. They will launch a campaign
for the release of the prisoners,
publicise the jackboot tactics of
the army and fight for recreation-
al facilities in an area totally
devoid of them.

It is true that there were
religious sectarian elements
present in the fighting. We
would be fools not to recognise
and attack it.

But it would be falling into
4 liberal trap not to recognise
the undoubted revolutionary
undertones to the conflict with
the army.

Most of these young people
are unemployed and have been
so since they left school. The
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civil rights campaign seemed
like a reawakening.

But now as a result of weak,
reformist leadership, their con-
ditions are exactly the same as
before the start of the. civil
rights campaign.

BRAVE ATTACKS
S R T

Their disillusion with the
reformist tactics of the civil
‘rights leaders has resulted in
an increasing desire for militant,
even foolhardy, action. Hence
the brave but futile attacks on
the military in both Belfast and
Derry.

The task which faces revo-
lutionaries now is to harness
this bravery and capacity for
self-sacrifice and give'it a
totally marxist, revolutionary
direction. This means raising

the slogan of an Irish workers’
republic.

International Socialists Public Meeting
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_ South east Asia

Nixon promises
‘eace’ but steps =
up US involvement %

in Indochina

by lan Birchall

ON 3 NOVEMBER last year,
President Nixon, referring to the
United States war in Vietnam,
said: ‘We are not going to with-
draw from that effort. In my
opinion, for us to withdraw from
that effort would mean a collapse
not only of South Vietnam, but
Southeast Asia. So we're going.
to stay there.’

In the light of this remark,the
events of the last few weeks in
Laos and Cambodia become
clear. For it shows the real
motives of the US in fighting the
Vietnam war. .

At the start of the Vietnam war,
direct US investment in Indochina
(Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia) was

less than $50 million (out of a world
total of $30 thousand million).

Threat

But Kennedy, Johnsonh and Nixon
were all well aware that victory for
the national liberation forces in
Vietnam would be a direct threat to
the whole of Southeast Asia — Thai-
land, Malaysia, Indonesia and the
Philippines and eventually Japan.
Such actions would also be an enorm-
ous encouragement for revolutionary
movements in Latin America.

It is possible that the US may
make concessions to cool down or
even stop the war in Vietnam (recent
official assurances that the troop
withdrawals are going according to
schedule are meaningless since the
schedules are kept secret). What it
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thirds of mankind to
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ism. The constant and mountin
preparations for war and ti
development of weapons of mass
destruction place the survival of
numanity itself in the balance.

The increasing intensity ot
international competitionbetween
ever-larger units drives the
ruling classes to new attacks on
workers' living standards 'and
conditions of work, to anti-trade
union and anti-strike laws. All of
these show capitalism in deep-
ening crises from which it can
oniy hope to escape at the cost
of the working class and by the
destruction of all its independent
Organisations.

The only alternative is
workers’ power — the democratic
Collective control of the working
Cilass over industry and society
through a state of ‘workers’
Councils and workers' contro! of

Signed articles do not necessarily represent the views of the paper.
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cannot -and will not do is abandon
its political influence over the whole
of Southeast Asia.

The US has a willing ally in
Britain. Roy Mason,President of the
Board of Trad® visiting Singapore
in January, said that Southeast Asia
was ‘a thriving, fast-developling
market which I mean to see Britain
does not neglect.’

However, the area is getting
increasingly difficult to hold. Comm-
unist guerrillas are more active 1n
Malaysia. The Indonesian govem-
ment is facing hostile
demonstrations. _

While strikes and demonstrations
continue in the Philippines, the
Marcos government there has with-
drawn all its troops from Vietnam.

In this situation, the US 1s com-
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struggle against the ruling class
through the mass organisations
thrown up in the course of that
To overcome the upevenness
P which this experience 1s
gained, to draw and preserve the
boungecEs Ieas in the working
f the i'_:*-—'__i__; B

production. _::”-..:‘.?__.5_”:__; :i:': o the wibes
Only thus can the transition struggle to create a2 World Rewoi-
be ensured to a communist utionary Soecialist Internations]
society in which the unpreceden- independent of alloppressors =m0
ted productive forces thrown up exploiters of the working class
by capitalism can be used to whether bureaucratic or bom eoes
assure an economy of abundance. International Socialists thes

Only the working class, itself fore fight for

the product of capitalism, has
the ability to transform society
in this way, and has shown its
ability to do so in a series of
revolutionary struggles unprec-
edented in the history of all
previous exploited classes.

The working class gains the
experience necessary to revolut-
ionise  society Dby constant

policies

ion and a workers® state,

support for all movements of
national liberation.
Uncompromising opposition

to all forms of racialism and to
all migration contrels.
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General Lon Nol [right] the new Cambodian Prime Minister, after the coup that ousted Sihanouk

pelled, despite its occasional promi-
ses of peace, to increase its invol-
vement in Southeast Asia,especially
in Indochina.

Indochina was originally colon-
ised by the French in the late 19th
century. Following its defeat in 1954,
France withdrew militarily, though
it maintains many investments.

The Geneva agreements which
carved up Vietnam gave ‘indepen-
dence’ t0-Laos and Cambodia. In
fact, with the creation of the South
East Asia Treaty Organisation, the
United Statestook a direct responsi-
bility for the area. ?

The frontiers in Southeast Asia
are largely the product of colonial-
ism. The US has complained at
Narth Vietnamese infringement of
these frontiers but it showed its own
contempt for national independence
by coming to Vietnam in the first
place.

Evideénce to the Bertrand Russell
War Crimes Tribunal showed that the
US was using the excuse of North
Vietnamese troop movements to
mercilessly bomb civilians in Laos
and Cambodia.

On 19 December 1967, Ccongress-
man Resnick, an associate of Presi-
dent Johnson, said in Saigon: ‘The
overwhelming majority of American
people and the Congress are in
favour of invading Cambodia,Laos
and North Vietnam, and dropping the
bomb on anyone who tries to stop
us. . .I think they want us to get in
there and wipe them all out.’

The Tet offensive about a month
later may have changed US plans.
But the US concern to dominate the
region continues. :

A secret debate on Laos was
held in the US Senate l1ast December.

Opposition to all uling-class
ard organisalions.
Workers’ control over product-

Opposition to imperialsim and

A so-called ‘sanitised’ version of
the debate was published some five
weeks later, containing such reveal-
INg passages as:

Mr Fulbright: This is escalating
into a major operation (Deleted).

Mr Ellender: (Deleted)

Mr Fulbright: (Deleted)

Mr Ellender: (Deleted)

Mr Fulbright: (Deleted)

Mr Ellender: (Deleted)

And so on. No detailed informat-
ion on the military operation was
allowed to pass through, though
some sources estimate that the US
is making up to 20,000 bombing
raids a month over Laos.

Smash

What does come out of the debate
is the cynicism of the so-called
‘doves’. Senator Stephen Young,who
has called for withdrawal of US .
troops from Vietnam, said: ‘It was
to our interest to bomb those (North
Vietnamese) troops. It also ismuch

more preferable to bomb them than to
send our men in there.’

In other words, smash the Indo-
chinese people into the ground, but
don’t risk defeat in confrontations
like the Plain of Jars, where revolu-
tionary forces have gained
substantial victories.

There is even less information
as to the real course of events in
Cambodia. It is impossible to know
yet whether Prince Sihanouk was
removed by a CIA plot, or by rivals
at home.

What is clear is that for Cam-
bodia the days of neuftralism and
‘royal socialism’ are coming to an
end. It will take more than a playboy
prince with friends in Moscow and
Peking to smash the US threat to the
lives and happiness of the people of
Indochina.

What it will take is revolutionary
action, following the example,
though not the political command, of
the Vietnamese and the Pathet L ao.
Such a revolution can drive the US
Dil]!; of Southeast Asia once and for
all.

French Left faces

severe repression

from government

From a correspondent

THE REVOLUTIONARY LEFT in
Franceisfacing a serious challenge
less than two years after the great
general strike of May 1968,
Pompidou's government is not in
immediate danger but it has a lot of
problems on its hands. Peasants
and shopkeepers are in open revolt.
The whole education system is
suffering the effects of economy
measures, which will mean larger
classes and lower quality teaching.
The lower middle class — a vital
part of the support of any right-wing

government — is deeply discontented.

Pompidou’s visit to the US was
clearly designed as a public relat-
lons job to restore confidence in
the government. It was a total
fallure. This played into the hands
of the hawks in Pompidou’s cahinet,
in particular Marcellin, the Minister
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At Bor ux students wer
hareed w < ng Molot

cocktails, until it was discovered
that the ominous bottles contained
colouring material for making
posters. :

Repression has spread to stud-
ents and staff in secondaryschools.
Among teachers suspended for mis-
conduct, one faces the allegation of
wearing a leather jacket and pale
blue socks.

In the army, several soldiers
have been imprisoned for circulaft-
ing revolutionary literature. A pro-
test meeting featuring Alain Krivine
Michel Rocard and Jean~-Paul
Sartre was banned.

Constant persecution

Revolutionaries selling papers
and leafletting suffer constant
police persecution. This means
arrest on technical charges such as
obstruction — usually followed by a
beating-up — and in some cases by
savage sentences. One militant
recently got four months’ jail for
leafletting.

But the biggest danger to the
revolutionary movement is its own
divisions and isolation. Some
sections — notably the Maoists —
risk degenerating into terrorism,

While it is quite justifiable to
respond to police violence, terrorist
acis camnot weaken the state poli-

ally and merely risk increasing
' sl ' are much
the general
Fortunately
.efi, thepolice
pularity.

- ™2z g have been the
waras anity in the face of
= public meeting held
D Faris oo 18 March to protest at
e repression attracted 4000

I together on the

same platform, for the first time

in recemnt times, all three of the

ain Trotskyist grecupings in

France — Lutte Quvriere, Ligue
Communiste and AJS — as .well as
the left United Socialist Party and -
other tendencies.




John Setters (AEF) on Mrs Castle's productivity alliance with the bosses

Struggle on the shop floor:
Communist Pa

NO ACTIVE trade unionist today
can afford to be unaware of the
dangers of productivity bargaining.
"Both the employers and the govern-
ment have made clear repeatedly
their support for such methods.

This can be seen by studying
the speeches made by Barbara
Castle and the President of the
Engineering Employers’ Federation
when they spoke at the Federation's
recent annual dinner. ‘

After proposing a toast to the
Federation, Mrs Castle said: ‘I
believe that the EEF has recog-
nised both its responsibility and
its opportunity in the changed circ-
umstances of the 1970s. The evi-
dence that it has done so is to be
found in a variety of initiatives.

‘It is to be found in its effortsto

stimulate productivity bargaining. . .

the introduction of rational pay
systems and output measurement.
Replying, the President of the
EEF spoke about the 1968 Engin-
eering Agreement and said that the
Federation attached ‘great import-
ance' to its ‘productivify provis-
ions’. He went on to boast of the
establishment of a special Advisory
Services Department with a high
degree of expeftise in productivily .

bargaining (EEF News, March 1970).

For any worker faced with man-
agement proposals for a productivity
deal or a new wages structure the
most essential knowledge required
are details of other workers’ exper-
iences and the vital suggestions of
what to do and how to fight.

The recent pamphlet published
by the Communist Party and written
by Bert Ramelson, its Natioral
Industrial Organiser, Productivity
Agreements — An Exposure of the
Latest and Greatest Swindle on the
Wages Front (16 King Sireet,London
WC2, 2s) regrettably but inevitably

achieves none of these requirements.

‘According to the PIB Report
No 123 Productivity Agreements,
the number of productivity deals
registered at the Department of
Employment and Productivity in
June 1969 numbered 3000 and cov-
ered some six million workers.
Although this means that some 25
per cent of the entire working popu-
lation are affected by this ‘Latest
and Greatest Swindle’, Ramelson’s
pamphlet is only 24 pages in
length. :

It is so short that,for example,it
never once mentions job evaluation.
The vital importance of this tech-
nique to the employers can be seen
from reading the evidence of the
Pressed Steel Fisher management
to a Court of Inquiry into a dispute
at their Cowley plant in 1968- In
this, the company claimed that job

REESRSE 1 ETTERS GRS

Centrax: help
still needed

WE ARE pleased to inform you that
a settlement of the outstanding
i1ssues at the Centrax factory was
teached on Friday, 20 March result-
ing in a general return to work tak-
ing place on Monday 23 March.
Over the past five months,
dispute has received continuous
support on a nation-wide basis.
Without such support it is unlikely
that our efforts would have been

successful.
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RAMELSON: coat-tailing policy

evaluation would be beneficial
because it would increase mobility
and flexibility of labour and lead to
more work study.

Nowhere in the pamphlet are the
dangers of sending shop stewards
on courses properly explained.

In 1968, for instance, theCoven-
tryv Engineering Employers publish-
ed a report called ‘Wage Drift,Work
Measurement and Systems of Pay-
ment’. On page 40 the report des-
cribed how, after sending its sho
stewards on a course, one Coven Ty
firm had easily introduced work
study.

" Failure

At the present time the Coventry
Employers are running courses for
trade unionists. They are held at
their own Training Centre in Leam-

ington and they supply the lecturers.

The AEF, the TGWU and ASTMS
are amﬂn%dthe ‘left wing’ trade
unions taking ‘advantage’ of this
kind of facility.

One could continually refer to
the pamphlet’s omissions but ass-
uming that this serious lack of
information and detail could be

- excused, the total failure to supply

any details of a counter-offensive
policy is unforgivable and makes it
of little value to any militant. On
page 8 Ramelson claims to have
read ‘several hundred’ productivity
deals and yet nowhere does a milit-
ant policy of how to fight them ever
once appear.

Ramelson’s inability to produce
such a strategy is not only due to
the Communist Party’s deliberate
turning away from the building of
factory branches to more and more
electoral ‘politics’, but is also a
product of their unity policy with
the ‘left’ frade union leaders.

An example of this disastrous
‘turn’ can be seen on page 23 where
Ramelson praises the role of the

Nevertheless, you will
appreciate that each of our members
has a personal problem with regard
to the “‘make-up’ of National Insur-
ance Stamps on their employment
cards.

. We are therefore asking for a
final financial effort from your mem-
bers to assist in alleviating this
problem, which stands in total at
some £20,000 and any help you can.
give will be deeply appreciated.

~ May I, in conclusion, offer a
sincere and heartfelt vote of thanks
‘o you and your members on behalf
of our sirike committee and member-
ship for all your help over these
past 20 weeks. - J LARK,Centrax
Strike Commitiee, Newton Abbet,
Devon.

I WAS SHOCKED and surprised to hear the Union of Shop,
Distributive and Allied Workers was giving £60,000 to the Labour
Party’s election fund. The best they can do for 2 shop worker is

a basic of £13 5s 6d.

As they are being so free with their money 1 suggest they
channel some of their generosity in another direction. where it

belongs.

Other unions make contributions but most of them make sure
their members get a decent basic and keep fighting for them. -

B SCALES, Yorkshire.

offe
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‘left’ trade union leaders in helping
to defeat the government’s White
Paper In Place of Strifeby their
activity on the TUC GeneralCouncil.
What Ramelson does not say and
what the Morning Star has contin-
ually omitted to say is that the
TUC's alternative Programme for
Action said on pages 4 and 5 that
the ‘General Council accept that
every effort should be made to
reduce the number of stoppages of
work. . .(and). . .that unions and
employers have in fact been getting
down to the job is evidenced by the
development in many industries of
new bargaining machinery,
procedures and methods (notably
productivity bargaining)’
Ramelson’s pamphlet also
praises a rather weak statement
from Jack Jones of the TGWU warn-
ing against trading away rest
facilities without ever mentioning
the general enthusiasm of the TGWU
for the concept of productivity
bargaining. | :
The refusal of the Communist
Party to fight or even criticise the
‘left’ trade union leaders means
that they are incapable of con-
structing a real policy of opposing
productivity bargaining. To do so
could only result in their offending
the very leaders whom they give
support to and this they could not
face. _
The product of this miserable
coat-tailing policy is Ramelson’s

- ation of British Industries about

.these property-conscious gentlemen
“to think logically, to understand that

pamphlet.

THE BOSSES are jumping on thelaw
and order bandwagon — not surpris-
ing, considering that their bosom
pals, the Tories, started it moving.
They're getting very upset about
what they call ‘industrial thefts’.
For example, the secretary of the
Enfield District Manufacturers’
Association in North London com-
plained last week to the Confeder-

‘the inadequacy of sentences’
imposed by magistrates on persons
convicted of industrial theft.

It is interesting that the Enfield
money-grubbers expect the CBI to
put pressure on magistrates.
Perhaps it’s one of those democratic
rights that only extends to 5 per cent
of the population?

The Enfield Association is up in |

arms that one of its member firms
loses more than £100,000 worth of
copper a year through theft by
employees.

It lists several other thefts and
rails against the ‘light’ sentences
for first offenders, who usually
receive fines or suspended
sentences,

It would be too much to expect

‘industrial theft’ (or ‘perks’, depen-
ding on your side of the barricades)
is an attempt to supplement workers'’
grossly inadequate wages. And this
small-time theft can never make up
for the big-time theft of workers’
labour that takes play day in and
day out in every work place.

Out of every five working days,
three and a third are spent by work-
ers in producing surplus for the
bosses while only two and two-
thirds are spent in creating wages
for their own subsistence. That is
real industrial theft by the bosses
to which magistrates might turn
their attention.

PS — The name of the secretary

Cottons
Column

pay in year with * interest '

yr 4% p.a.. Freeze difference on dif, ;
A £ £ B 5o
3 1000 0O 1000 0 0 0O O
2 1040 O 1000 40 0 2 O
3 1081 12 1000 8112 8 38
4 1124 18 1000 124 18 19 8
5 1169 18 1170 0O O 27 12

Freeze a jolly

good fellow

SURPRISED at the generosity of the
employers in the latest round of pay
awards? These few simple sums to
find out the real meaning of pay
freeze might interest you.

Say a worker earning £1000 a |
yvear gets a 4 per cent increase each
vear. His earnings after four years
and four increases will be £1169 18s
— about 17 per cent increase.
Suppose instead of this gradual
increase he were awarded a 17 per
cent increase after four years of
freeze, would he be worse off?

L

The boss's total increased profit
over the four years would be
£246 10s or £276 1s with interest—
a rate of about 7 per cent saving on
his pay bill! In other words in order
to recoup the loss over the next four
years the worker should be demand-
ing something more like 24 per cent.

In addition, there is the contin-
uing interest on the profit (€27 12s
in year 5 alone) and an allowance
for the decline in the value of the
money due to inflation. Another 3
per cent or so could be added,mak-
ing 27 per cent in all.

So with pay freeze you have to
run more than half as fast again just
to stay where you are. Do those
generous pay deals still look so
good?

* Calculated as 5 per cent on

of the Enfield Manufacturers’ Assoc-

iation is Mr John Stingemore.

GLASGOW branch of the Union of
Post Office Workers held a meeting
recently to discuss a new pay deal.
A union spokesman outlined the
miserable pittance involved and was
halted by an old worker at the back
who got to his feet and said: ‘Mr
Chaimman, I move Quo Vadis.’

The chairman was bemused by
this., He quickly flipped through
Walter Citrine on Chairmanship and
said: ‘Don’t you mean, Status
Quo?’

‘No,’ said the elderly brother, ‘I
mean Quo Vadis. You bastards have
thrown us to the lions again.’

current year and 10 per cent on past
ears,
| Y

The final shift

ONE WORKER got so enthused
about his freedom to sell his labour
that he worked 102 hours straight
off. Then he collapsed from exhaust-
ion and died from his fall. j
- The coroner at the inquest record-
ed his belief that slavery had lon
been abolished in this country an
his dismay at the facts of this case.
The forces of darkness — not
actually represented in the case —
suggested that what the coroner
actually mean was that he hadn
heard of wage slavery.
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GLASS WORKERS REVOLI

SW Reporter

ST HELENS, Lancs:-9000 glass-
workers — male and female — at
Pilkington Brothers’ factories
are on strike for a £25 a week

- minimum wage for a 40 hour week.

It is the biggest strike in the
firm’s 144 years of business.The
dispute includes workers from the
sheet works, roll plate factory,
Cowley Hill “flat’ plants, City
Road and Ravenhead works and
the Fibreglass and Triplex
sectors.

Pilkington’'s factories at Ponty-
pool, Doncaster and other fowns
have followed the St Helens’ lead
by coming out in support of the
equal pay, hours and wages demand.

The glass industry has beenone
pof the most profitable sectors of big
business. In 1967, ‘socialist’ Lord
Pilkington was the wealthiest share-
holding director in Britain. He held
£24m worth of shares apart from his
other assets.

Since the war, wages at Pilking-
ton’s have lagged behind the rest of
industry. Until recently, the firm
refused to pay a shift allowance for
weekend working.

Hailed

The ending of this anti-social
behaviour was hailed as a great
step forward by union leaders who
have never backed any strike action
until the present dispute flared up.

The strike was sparked off not
by ‘young hot-headed militants’, as
the local press claims, but by men
of 50 years and more."’

They have given 30 to 40 years
of their lives working for Pilking-
ton’s. Their health has been ruined
in bad conditions, breathing sulphur
that burns out their lungs.

many of them think they will be
lucky to see their pensions. This
makes them even more determined
to fight for a decent wage now.

Recent massive council rent
rises helped spark off the workers’
revolt. Only 12 boroughs in Britain
have worse social conditions than
St He'lens. 12'% per cent of its hous-
ing is defined as slums by the
Labour Party.

The strength of the rank and
file’s feeling has convinced the
shop stewards that they can win.
With more and more factories supp-
orting them, they could be right.

AEF men strike

for union rights

IN A SECOND dispute in St Helens,
AEF members at Crosby Springs
have been fighting for trade union
rights since the end of February.

The firm supplies springs to
leading car manufacturers, including
Ford, Vauxhall, Roots and BLMC.

The strikers have received their
cards through the post. The firm
only recognised theunion six months
ago and it is determined to crush it
by ‘selective re-engagement’ and
slashing wages through re-timing of
jobs without union agreement.

The strikers staged a march
through St Helens last Saturday.
Local Labour MP Leslie Spriggs
was ‘indisposed’ and unable to see
them.

Crosby are now employing scab
labour, but the-major car firms have
blacked supplies of springs.

Donations are badly needed. Send
to: G Gray, Convenor, 29 Raglan
Street, St Helens, Lancs.

Popular Font?

THE POPULAR FRONT is alive
and well and living in St Martin’s
Parish Church, Birmingham. On
Sunday-the church had a guest
preacher, Mr F'rank Watters,
secretary of Birmingham Communist
Party. . :

comrade (or perhaps Reverend?)
Watters called for unity between
‘marxist’ and Christians to fight
racialism and the Springbok cricket
tour. He also outlined the recent
discussions on the continent bet-
ween the earthly representatives of
God and J V Stalin. :
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OVER HOURS AND WAGES
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Metal Box engineers
locked out for month

by Pete Branston

NEATH, South Wales:=Victimisation-
of the shop stewards’ committee at
the local Metal Box factory has
entered its fourth week.

The management has failed so
far to blast its way through the
workers’ solidarity.

Over the years the company has
been steadily turning the screw on
the work force. While productivity
and profits have risen sharply (Metal
Box cleaned up a cool £11m last
vear) wages have crept up on aver-
age by a miserly 1s 9d an hour
since 1964.

ILabour relations in the plant are
so bad that in September last year
the company asked the Department
of Employment and Productivity to
investigate.

But it does not need Barbara
Castle’s experts to see what is
wrong when, in typically high-handed
fashion, the management deprived
factory convenor Sam Jones of his
office and all union facilities.

The shop floor immediately
stopped work when they saw their
representative chopped in this way.
Management responded by removing
the men's clocking-in cards and
therefore locked them out.

Behind the apparent pettiness of
the company’s action is a much’
more dangerous motive — the rail-
roading of a productivity deal which
is worth thousands to the sharehold-
ers. In return, the shop floor have
been offered a paltry 9d an nour
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S,
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MP for Tottenham and Roger Rosewell
IS. Monday 20 April 7.30 pm. Devonshire
Hill Library, Compton Crescent NI17,
Organised by Tottenham IS.
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Smythe ¢n ‘Civil Liberties; Worsley on
North Vietnam:; Caldwell on American
Foreign Policy; other articles, book
reviews, news., Available from BRPF
Publications, 45 Gswmhble Street, Nott-
ingham. Price 4/3d post free.

Published by the International Social-
ists 6 Cottons Gdns London E2. Printed
by SW (Litho) Printers Ltd. (TU all dep-
artments) Registered with the Post Off-
ice. Annual subsecription £2 10s.

All the stops are being pulled out
by the company. They are threaten-
ing-redundancy and using smear
tactics at specially called meetings
of management and staff where only
the company’s point of view is
allowed. And they are sending
letters to workers in an attempt to
weaken their solidarity.

The locked-out men are anxious
to know whether the management
will hopour statutory holidays. The
dispute has covered the Easter holi-
day and the workers want an assur-
ance that, as the victims pf a lock-
out, they will receive holiday pay

A four-point plan for a return to

work put by the stewards to the man-

agement and agreed to by the Engin-
eering Union calls for:

1. Union recognition by management
at all times,

2. Plant bargaining by shop stew-
afds on behalf of members.

3. A wage increase without strings
to maintain a falling standard of
living.

4. Joint Industry Councils and stat-
utory holidays to be honoured by

management.
Workers at the 20U other Metal |

Box plants in Britain should supp-
ort.their brothers in South Wales by
blacking components from Neath.

Metal Box, the third biggest can
manufacturer in the world and at
present under investigation by the
Monopolies Commission, must be
shown that there is a price to be
paid for this blatant disregard of
basic trade union rights.

Donations and messages of
support to: Sam Jones, 29 Walter
Road, Neath.

Jenkins' Budget
will not change

workers' tax burden

by Lionel Sims

NEXT TUESDAY, Roy Jenkins
will step out from no 11 Downing
Street, hold that black box aloft
and, after a tight-lipped smile
to the cameramen, make his way
to parliament to present the
Budget. ,

The best he islikely to offer-
if you will excuse the word
‘best’ — will be to raise the
limit at which incomes dare
exempt from paying taxes.

At present the limits are £418s
a week for a single person and
£7 4s a week for a married couple.

There are so many people living
on miserably low incomes that if
these limits are raised by only 16s,
a further one million people will
come in for tax exemption.

And that is all the Treasury
boys will fork out to the many mill-
ions of people living at the lowest
subsistence level in this country.

They do not receive the paltry
benefits allowed because they do
not know of them or because they
will not put up with the sneering
dispenser of charity at the labour
exchange, or because of the ‘wages
stop’.

If you go sick or . redundant (the
modern word for unemployed, and
previously earned less than the
supplementary benefit level, the
total amount of assistance is redu-
ced so that it is not above the
previous wage level.

One study of how the wages stop
worked gave an example of a fam-
ily with six children who had one
quarter of the minimum National
Assistance scale deducted for this
reason.

The excuse is that no one will
have an incentive to work if out of
work benefits are bigger than wages
at work. :

The government prefers to blame
workers for wanting to better their
living conditions than employers
for paying low wages.

Justice

But to the treasury, politicians
and captains of industry, justice
has a different colour. It is likely
that under the guise of technical
adjustments to the tax system in
preparationfor going decimal, the
standard rates will be reduced a
little for all incomes.

That sounds all right until you
work out how both direct and
indirect taxation work against wage
parners and in favour of top-salary
earners. -

It may be true that income tax
rises as incomes rise, but purchase
tax and taxes on tobacco, drink and
petrol apply equally to all income
ranges. It is these indirect taxes
that weigh so heavily on workers’
budgets. | .

In 1968 a person who eamed over
¢£60 a week lost 36 per cent of it in
taxes — exactly the same proportion
as a family receiving £20 a week.

To see how it works, take as an
example a one per cent reduction in
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real.taxation for all income ranges.
The £60 a week man saves 12 shill-
ings, while the £20 a week man gets
only four shillings back. The higher
income groups receive a greafer con-
cession for a round-the-board reduc-
tion in taxation than the lower
income groups.

And they always will with the
present set-up, where a family
receiving £5 a week can pay 23.per
cent of it in tax and a family receiv-
ing over £60 a week pays 36 per cent
in tax.A 13 per cent rise in faxafion
for an 1100 per cent rise in income!

Only the property owners and
the largest salary earners benefit
from this double-barrelled set-up.
The taxation system is on the side
of these people alone.

One mistake we should not make
is in complimenting the rich loafers
with the cunning to contruct this
massive system of tax fiddles out
of their own heads.

Instead of them shaping the
economy, they react to the pressures
of market competitoh. They are the
robots of high finance. This can be
seen from the graph,

Fell

It shows very clearly how taxat-
ion on profits and dividends fell
from 46 per cent.-in 1950 to 30 per
cent 1n 1968, while taxation on
incomeés rose from 20 per cenrn! in
1950 to 35 per cent in 1968 .'he
dotted line is based on s ilistics
applying between 1961-%.

The total pre-tax urofits of
private and publ': corporations in
1968 was £10.0. " miilion. If the -
tax on profits nov was the same as
in 1950 (instead, it is 16 per cent
less), there would be a further,
1,602 million in taxes raised from
industry.

In the same way, the total
income from wages and salaries in
1968 was £25,267 million. If the
tax on incomes now was the same
as in 1950 (instead it is 15 per cent
more), there would be £3,790 million

4 less for workers to pay in taxes.

That is a total ‘saving’ of almost
£5,400 million.

For those 10 million families
living at the barest subsistence
level, that would mean an extra
£540 a year-for every man, woman
and child.

The overall conclusion to be
drawn from the graph is quite clear.
No matter which political party is in
office it is profits which get the
benefits and wages which pay the
way.

This is the logic of market com-
petition. While a small number of
property owners own all the major
industrial concerns, production is
directed for profits.

All the hypocritical nonsense
about ‘wage explosions’ and the
‘national interest™ fade into
insignificance compared to what
the graph reveals.

The moral is clear. While the
government is pinned down in this
pre-election period, get as much as
you can.

Percentage taxation on profit and wages
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HULL:- 700 trawlermen voted unan-
imously last week to carry their
strike into its eighth week.

The men are determined to fight
to the end in spite of efforts by the
owners to break their solidarity.T he
strikers are demanding a £20 a week,
basic wage and a closed shop. '

The owners offered the ships’ -

engineers a £7 a week rise in an
attempt to divide them from the
deckhands. This was more than
the strikers are demanding.

But the engineers unanimously
rejected the offer, while the union,
the Transport Workers, gave notice
that it would bear the offer in mind
in future negotiations.

The police have been giving the

Hull trawlermen out for
8 weeks — vote to fight on

owners every assistance on the
picket line. So far, 20 men have
been arrested and one man has been
jailed for three months.

The union is calling for a govern-
ment enquiry into the dispute. The
owners, among the most backward
and reactionary in the country, are
understandably reluctant to accept
such an enquiry.



