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PAPER OF THE INTERNATIONAL SOCIALISTS

THIS WEEK the Rank and File Organising

- Committee launched a campaign throughout
the working-class movement to fight for

the right to work.

Roger Cox, secretary of the organising com-
mittee, told Socialist Worker: ‘The British economy
is slipping steadily into a 1930s situation. In the

1930s a quarter of the workforce was out of work._

A whole generation of working people was sacri-
ficed to the waste and greed of the profit system.
‘Day after day we read of closures and sackings.

. Workers who have worked all their lives for a firm

or industry are thrown on the scrap-heap. Mean-
while, hundreds of thousands of young people
roam the streets unable to find work.

‘There is a conspiracy of inaction between
trade union officials and Labour politicians who
are meant to represent us. -

‘Union leaders are falling over themselves to
accept short-time and sackings. Why? Our move-
ment is not weak—nothing like as weak as it was in
the 1930s. Then the miners were still recovering
from the terrible defeats they had suffered in 1926.

Now, the miners have smashed through a Tory
government twice in the last three years.’

The Rank and File Organising Committeels
campaign is based on the formation of rank and
file committees—committees which link the indus-
trial strength of the employed workers with th
anger and energy of the unemployed. '

Said Roger Cox: ‘We workers can fight and
beat unemployment. But we will have to do it
ourselves.’

ABOVE: Workers
at Alfred
Herberts,
Coventry voting
last week to
oppose 1400
redundancies
demanded by
their employers.

PICTURE:
John Sturrock
(Report)
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WHAT IT
FIGHTS
FOR

RIGHT TO WORK committees
will be fighting in work places
and Labour Exchanges for:
@®Shop floor control of hiring,
firing and manning levels—no
discrimination or blacklisting.

® Official ban on overtime to
force more jobs. For the 35-hour
week.

®Break the £6 freeze. Across-
the-board increases to offset in-
flation and compensate for the
shorter week.

@ Stop the cuts.

®Five days' work or five days’
pay.

Nationzlisation without com-
pensation of all firms who can’t
guarantee the right to work.

@®Full wages for unem-
ployed workers now.
@®Uncompromising opposition
to :all forms of discrimination
against black and women
workers.

OUT-OF-WORK steel erectors in
South East London this week
picketed a site which stands as a
monument to the lunacy of unem-
ployment. i

Some of the men outside the
Thames Barrier Site in Eastmoor
Street, Charlton had worked for only
a few weeks this year. Meanwhile,
inside, 300 other men—many of
them members of the same union,
the construction section of the
AUEW-—are working 12-hour. shifts.

Another mass picket is being or-
ganised for next Wednesday, 22

October, at Tpm.
SPUC:

National Abortion Campaign Con-
ference, Saturday and Sunday 18/19
October, Imperial College, London.
Registration £1, or 50p for unem-
ployed and students.

Back-Street Abortion Kills! Counter-
demonstration to SPUC. Sunday 19
October, 1pm, Speakers Corner,
Marble Arch.

.............

THE RIGHT
TO WORK
CAMPAIGN

What will the Rank and
File campaign do?

Organising Committee Sec-
retary Roger Cox explains:

‘We aren’t going to organise
marches begging the government
to give out a few jobs. We want
to unite the energy, the drive and
the time of the hundreds of
thousands of workers on the dole
together with the organised strength
of the shop floor.

‘In every area we are launching
campaigns to save local jobs in the
work places and to fight for more
jobs.’ ‘

What can you do to get the
campaign moving?

The organising committee is cal-
ling on iis supporters to set up
local Right to Work committees,
linking up employed and unem-
ployed workers. Trades councils,
branches and shop stewards com-
mittees will be asked to support
these committees.

‘But’, said Roger Cox, ‘if

necessary we'll get local Engineers’
Charter groups or workers in the
locality who support rank and file
papers like the Leyland Worker or
Nalgo Action News to get the com-
mittees going.’

This is where the fight-back begins: a mass meeting at Alfred Herberts, Coventry voting last Friday against sackings

oh'n Sturrock (Report)

; Fight for the right to work No return to the Thirties
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What robe should the Trades

Councils play?

A delegate in Brent, Phil
Naylor, told Socialist Worker about
a local conference on unemploy-
ment called by his Trades Council:

‘Sixty-six factories have shut
down in this area in the last five
years. But although there were a
lot of fine speeches, the conference
never really faced up to the practical
problems of organising.

‘The platform reijected the for-
mation of a separate Right to Work
committee, made up of convenors
and stewards and unemployed
workers.

‘They thought the Trades Council
alone should lead the fight back.
But how can it? It’s based on
trade union bfanches alone. No
stewards committees and no unem-
ployed.” :
Who can join the Right to
Work Committees?

They will be open to unem-
ployed workers, shop stewards and
convenors, as well as trade union
delegates. .

‘The test will be what they do,
not what resolutions they pass,’
said Roger Cox. :

Workers inside a factory fighting
against overtime working can be

supported outside by a demonstra-

tion of unemployed workers handing
out. leaflets and arguing the reasons
for the ban.

The Right to Work committees
will establish the links between the
two groups.

SUPPORT

. The committees will also be or-
ganising local actiens and demon-
strations—outside  union offices
against complacent umnion officials,
outside shop stewards’ quarterlies
arguing for support, inside the
Labour Exchanges and Youth Em-
ployment centres, outside head of-
fices of any firms who announce -
sackings, on picket lines alongside
any group of trade unionists out
on strike.

Any factory threatened with re-
dundancies should have a perma-
nent picket of unemployed workers
helping to fight.

The committees will be also cal-
ling local rallies against unemploy-
ment. Roger Cox said: ‘These must
not be the same old conferences
with the same old faces.’

Meetings are already being or-
ganised to launch the campaign. In
Newham, for example, Shrewsbury
picket

COMBINES-THE CRUCIAL LINKS

ORGANISATION of rank and file committees in
combines will be crucial for fighting redundancies. At
PLESSEYS and GEC for instance, where huge sackings
are planned in the wake of the Pgst Office cuts, the
fight-back is already being obstructed by servile union
officials and plant bureaucracies stuck in single unions
or areas. ’
Ernie Ennew, TASS convenor at Plesseys, South
Shields, told Socialist Worker: ‘We’ll never get a
battle against redundancies until there are strong

rank and file committees across the combine.’

The Rank and File Organising Committee has al-
ready taken the initiative. This week a letter has gone
out to all convenors and shop stewards’ committees in
the machine tool industry in Coventry calling for a
meeting to discuss rank and file action against re-
dundancy. 2 }

The letter is signed by the Rank and File Organising
Committee and by Dick Burdett, Engineering Union
convenor at Wickmans, one of the biggest machine tool
factories in the area.

Ricky Tomlinson will be
among the speakers.

The local campaign will also
seek to win maximum support for
national events. The Organising
Committee has called on all its
supporters to make the maximum
effort for the North West TUC
Lobby of - Parliament on 26
November.

‘Above all else’, said Roger Cox,
‘we have got to get out of our trade
union branches and our well-or-

ALL OUT ON SUNDAY

WOMEN are losing their jobs and
nursery places for their kids, are
seeing their children getting a worse
education, and are often having to
make ends meet on one wage instead
of two. Every cut in the public
sector, every job lost, affects them.

At the same time, we are having to
fight to retain what rights we have. The
abortion issue is a test of our strength
against the reactionary MPs, the Malcolm
Muggeridges of this world.

We have to get support from the whole
of the working class movement. Ten
million men and women can defeat the
law makers.

A B Aan

Womens Voice and Socialist Worker
supporters will be going to the National
Abortion Conference this weekend to ar-
gue that. Unless we take the campaign
into the trade union movement it cannot
win.

The Conference isn’t enough. Action
is the key. That is why, when the right-
wing Society for the Protection of Unbomn
Children demonstrate on Sunday after-
noon, we want to be there, too—opposing
them.

Socialist Worker is asking as many
readers and supporters as possible to be at
Hyde Park at 1pm on Sunday 19 October.
Any counter-demonstration is better than
no demonstration at all.

FIGHT FOR THE
RIGHT TO WORK

NO RETURN TO
THE THIRTIES

Public meeting organised by the
National Rank and File Organis-

ing Committee and the
Dockworker.
Speakers: RICKY TOMLINSON

{freed Shrewsbury picket), DICK
NORTH (NUT executive), BILL
FREEMAN Snr (NATSOPA, ina
personal capacity).

Chairman: MICKY FENN (NASD
shop steward, Royal Group of
Docks.

Tuesday 4 November, East Ham
Town Hall, 8pm, Admission 20p
—unemployed free.

ganised factories and bring the un-
employed in.

‘We'll have to get round the
youth discos and clubs, into the
cafes with the pin ball machines.
Trades Councils should organise
delegations' to schools to talk to
school leavers about trade unionism.

‘We’ll have to say to them—
you won’t get a job unless you
fight for it.’

The Rank and File Organising
Committee can be contacted at 46,
Prince George Road, London, N16
(phone: 01-249 1207).



and therefore, in practice, all  effective ; L ; e : :
| picketiny is illegal. : One Foot forward, two steps back: Applause for Michael Foot after his Labour Conference speech
l More and more concessions to- the

week the Wilson government of
gained its BRevin (in Mr Jack
Jomes) and its Cripps (in Mr Michael
Foot). Mr Harold Wilson can now carry
out any domestic policy he wishes.’

Bevin was the ex-TGWU boss who took
Britain into the cold .war, a pillar of the
extreme right in the labour movement.
‘Austerity’ Cripps was the ex-'left-winger’ who
presided over the wage-freeze in 1948, a
pillar of Treasury orthodoxy.

The Economist, ‘which makes the com-
parison quoted above, goes on to spell out the
policies it anticipates: ‘very right-wing policies;
higher unemployment, more wage controls,
protectionist import licensing (which he—
Wilson—does not want) or taking new medicine
{with new money) from the IMF’.

In the same week the government ‘has
yielded to mounting pressure to relax some of
the provisions of the community land bill’
(Daily Telegraph, 12 October) and announced
the victory of the employers, the police and
Roy Jenkins on the promised law to protect
pickets.

EFFECTIVE

There will now be no protection for
pickets who are trying to operate in 20th
century conditions, no right to stop lorries

employers, the police and the middle classes,
more and more blows for the workers. No
wonder the Economist is delighted ‘and con-
jures up the ghosts of the more notorious
extreme right-wingers of 1945-51.

But . the comparison is, in some ways,
inadequate and even unfair to the Attlee
Bevin-Cripps leadership. That leadership was
indeeda right-wing group devoted to putting
British capitalism on its feet again after the

Right pushes
army into
‘Operation

\n;rar. Yet it took for granted that full employ-

ment was both necessary and possible and-

that welfare services—housing, health, educa-
tion and so on—could and should be greatly
expanded. And it did in fact do all these things.

Attlee and Co had long since ceased to be
socialists, but they were still Keynesians and
reformers. They believed, following the
economist Keynes, that when a slump was
developing it was necessary to increase
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government spending (and run up a large
deficit) and at the same time to increase
personal spending. They maintained currency
controls to prevent capital being sent out of
the country, controls first imposed during the
war, and so gained some protection against
speculators. i

Wilson, Healey and Foot are pursuing the
opposite policies. They are increasing un-
employment, cutting the government deficit

NOW WE NEED MONEY
FOR THE CHAPPLE FUND!

IN the High Court this week, it

pools. Unfortunately, rather than

and cutting personal spending. Where the
Attlee government kept interest rates down—
to the detriment of financiers—the Wilson
government puts them up.

In short, Wilson, Healey and Foot are far
to the right of Attlee, Bevin and Cripps. The
true comparison is with the Macdonald,
Snowden and Thomas government of 1929-31,
the government of total sell-out. The impor-
tance of this is difficult to overestimate.

For most of the post-war period, Labour's
right-wing has believed that the boom-slump
cycle that is built into capitalism could be
moderated and controlled by government
action along Keynesian lines. They have now
thrown that belief right out of the window.
Now they say that nothing can be done to
cure the slump except wait for the next
boom. And everyone of their policies—wage

was announced that Socialist a cool half million, I managt_ad to cutting, welfare cuts, high interest rates and
H t’ Worker has paid Frank Chapple, win the enclosed. Hope it will be so on—is helping to make- the slump worse.
araSSI.|en general secretary of the Elec- someuse.’ 2o .
tricians’ and Plumbers’ . Union, He sent us £1.50! It’s the
by Eamonn McCann damages for libel. The libel arose £1.50s, as a matter of fact, not BANKRUPTCY
AT 11 o'clock last Saturday from two publications. One wasa the cool half millions, which will

morning, 1400 members of the
security forces arrived in Cross-
maglen, Northern Ireland. They
searched extensively, arrested and
roughed up about 40 men of ages
ranging from 17 te 79.

Meanwhile, the army’s press
office at Lisburn churned out
statements assuring the world that
this dramatic swoop on the ‘Provo
stronghold” was yielding signifi-
cant results. In the event, nothing
was found during the searches and
all the men arrested have now
been released, there being no
evidence whatever against any of
them.

There had been no military
justification for this elaborate pre-
publicised harassment. It was
simply a response to mounting
right-wing pressure for action
against Republican areas.

Military chiefs continue to
make their own policy decisions
without reference to Merlyn Rees,
the Labour government’s man in
Northern Ireland, and frequently
in response to, if not in connivance

Free speech not a right, says judge E-\'waﬂ" (0% Syorker

CRAIG: The ‘compromise’ that he
offers is an illusion

with, ultra-right wing opinion.
While the troops were saturating

Crossmaglen, the most versatile

right-winger of them all, William

Craig, won a vote of confidence

from a noisy meeting of his
Vanguard Party. This has sparked
off a great upsurge of optimism in
the press that a “compromise
settlement’ is again in sight.

This is a delusion. Craig has
said that he would give the
Catholic SDLP two seats in the
Cabinet if they in return will give
full backing to the army and the
RUC in all security operations.

Even if they did get such a deal
signed and delivered, success would
depend on the SDLP managing to
deliver the support of the mass
of Catholics. A five-minute con-
versation. in Crossmaglen, still
seething after Saturday’s events,
makes it clear that the chances of
that are slim indeed.

special electricians’  edition of
Socialist Worker two years ago.
The other was an article in
Socialist Worker itself dealing with
EETPU-sponsored  holidays in
Spain.

We are not allowed to disclose
the amount paid but you can take
it that it is a lot of money,
especially when you add on the
usual huge lawyers’ fees.

Libel actions of this kind are
always a hazard to a campaigning
newspaper. They add to our costs

-heavily just when we were getting

on top of our fund for new photo-
typesetting equipment.

The Chapple action makes it all
the more crucial that you keep up
your contributions to our Fighting
Fund. We rely on you more than
ever.

In fact we’ve had another good
week, with £347.90 collected,

A trade unionist from Manches-
ter writes: ‘After years of trying
I've finally managed to win the

keep us going.

Our thanks this week to:

A reader, London W14 50p,
Bristol IS £15.50, Reader, London
NW1 £15, Reader, Fowey, Cornwall
£5, Reader, Woodley, Reading £1.50,
Staines reader £2, North London
Hospitals SW supporters £7, Manor
House Hospital SW readers £2.20,
Intand Revenue, Bootle £4.50, Kirkby
IS (cigarette coupons) £1.50,
Manchester pools winner £1.50, From
a university professor £250, Wands-
worth Teachers IS 40p, Reader £10.30,
Bristol SW reader £5, Burnage Estate
SW readers, Stockport £2, SW reader,
Corpach, near Fort William £2, From a
German subscriber £1, Brentwood
College of Education IS Society £2,
Winnings from a bet, Harlow comrade
£1, AUEW fitters’ mate, Liverpool 11
Branch £1, SW supporter, Hull £1,
GLC manual worker, Lewisham £1,
Wolverhampton IS £4, Leeds reader
£8, Edinburgh subscriber £3.

Send vyour contributions to
Socialist Worker Fighting Fund, 8
Cottons Gardens, London E2 8DN

We are going back to the world of ‘blind
economic forces’. We are going back to the
1930s. There could be no more devastating
indictment of the bankruptcy of the Labour
Party, of the absurdity of ‘parliamentary’
roads to socialism.

Of course this rush of Gaderene Labour
Ministers towards the cliff is a consequence of
profound changes in the world economy.
Attlee and-Co were able to take advantage of
the special conditions of the post-war period,
conditions that are- now as extinct as the
brontosaurus. Wilson and Co can only act like

-right-wing Tories in economic policies.
Reformism is finished as a means of gaining
reforms.

Even the defence of what workers have
gained over the past half-century is possible
only by revolutionary means. The struggle for
jobs, for pay, for welfare, for working-class
rights and civil liberties, all these are bound
up with the struggle to create a revolutionary
party against Labour and its trade union
backers. The day when ‘force the Labour
Party to adopt socialist policies’ seemed
olausible is done, finished and gone.

Why not take extra
copies of

Socialist Worker to
sell to your mates?

We will expect you
| topay only for
the copies you

THERE is no right of free speech in
this country—and the law says so,
Mr Justice McKinnon, who is pre-
siding over the trial of 14 people under
the Incitement to Disaffection, told
the Old Bailey last week.

Two supporters of the ‘Defend
the 14’ campaign were brought be-

Socialist Worker—on previous days.

The defence lawyer made a strong
appeal for the right of people to say
what they liked outside the court.
But the judge interrupted him.

Peril

people gave out leaflets ‘at their
peril’.

The trial so far has mainly been “
taken up with evidence from soldiers actually sell.

and police about the frequency with Please send me

which soldiers visited Devizes market, ' i T Bt . ‘
where the ‘inciting’ leaflets had been Ve e A PR .
handed out. I P\ddfess ...............

fore the judge for contempt of court : ; : The judge and the prosecution [ <" = et G extra copies of
for handing out leaflets outside the . It’s not a right’, he said. ‘A right counsel have gone to fantastic lengths oot cilin cut OJ;ORTEP‘S Socialist Worker
court demanding that the charges is a legal right, enforced at law. 4 prevent any discussion of the I ___________ s CAKER S‘jﬁardens each week

be dropped. The two got off, largely There is not a right to free speech. army’s role in Ireland, The JadgehEs e el GaT T SOALST Vg cottams ;) goN (Fill your name and
because the police had allowed dis- Thereisaliberty to speak freely’. refused to allow the whole of the | ...~ address in on the left)

tribution of leaflets—and the sale of The judge went on to say that

leaflet to be read by the jury.
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Electricians’ executive
member Tom Breakell,
the man who attacked
the Shrewsbury pickets
at the TUC, denouncing

them as ‘gangsters’.
Electricians now have
the chance to reply on
behalf of their jailed
brothers :

the Electricians
postpone elections

ADVERTISEMENT !
NATIONAL RANK AND FILE
ORGANISING COMMITTEE

Health
and

Safety
at Work

Another series of day schools have been
arranged, sponsored by local shop
stewards’ committees and trade union
branches. Please write direct to local
organisers for further details.

CARDIFF: Saturday 18 October.
Organiser: Brother W Williams, 12
Coburg Street, Cathays, Cardiff. Phone
{messages only) Cardiff 387881,

WOLVERHAMPTON: Saturday 25
October. Organiser: Brother J Clifford,
37 Probert Road, Fordhouses, Wolver-
hampton. Phone  Wolverhampton
788472.

WEST LONDON: Saturday 1 Novem-
ber. Contact through the Organising
Committee, 46 Prince George Road,
London N16. Phone 01-249 1207.

WEST YORKSHIRE: Saturday- 8
November. Organiser: Brother G Shaw,
1 Hoyle Court Road, Baildon, Shipley,
Yorks. Phone Shipley 54043,

LIVINGSTONE: Rank &nd File
Organising Committee public meeting
sponsored by TGWU 7/162 Insulatars
branch: Gleno—Asbestos, still a
hazard. Speakers: John Todd (Safety
Committee, TGWU 7/162) and Tony
Hughes (TGWU shop steward, and a
hospital docter). Wednesday 10 Sep-
tember, 7.30pm, Riverside School
Assembly Hall, Livingstone.

If there isn't @ school in your area
why not raise it at your next union
branch or shop stewards’ comrhittee

By an EETPU member

MANY OF US in the electri-
cians’ union were astonished
to read the hoo-ha in the press
and courts about the post-
poned elections in the
engineering union.

Anyone would think it was the
first time any union leadership had
dared to postpone an election.

That’s just what's been going on
in our union—and there isn’t a
squeak of protest in the press about
it, Perhaps that's because the press
are keen supporters of our union’s
deeply reactionary leadership.

Seven of the 14 positions in the
union come up for election this
year, Elections for the executive are
rare enough since our freedom-
loving leaders - changed over from
elections every two years of lay
members to a full-time EC elected
every five years,

Blatant

But two seats now vacant on the
executive are not being fought. EC
members McKernan and Sheasby
representing Northern Ireland and
Manchester, died in 1974, Elections
here could alter the entire political
balance on the executive.

But the executive intends to
postpone elections in these seats
until after the 1977 Rules Revision
conference.

This is not the first time the EC
nas interfered in elections. In 1970,
left winger Charlie Montgomery
won the executive election in
Scotland. Coolly, the EC declared
the election ,void, and organised
another one in which a stooge split
the left-wing vote. .

The present leadership took con-
ttol in 1962 after the notorious
‘rigged ballot’ court case. They _

promised ‘true union democracy’.
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Gaffney in Scotland, Clarke in Wales, Blair in London,
Clayton in East Anglia, Hammond in Kent, Mott in the

These

South and (worst of all) Breakell in Liverpool. Breakell
remember, was the one who called Des Warren a

Mott, are sitting members. Only

Bill Gannon, a plumber is the South of England, is

worth supporting from the precent EC.
Let’s hope at least some of the Right wing are

toppled. But we must realise that electoral changes will

‘gangster’.
are j All these, except
Chapple’
men

not in themselves change the union. There is quite
enough evidence of individual left-wingers changing

their tune once they get on to the EC.

Since then they have
SCRAPPED election of officials.
Now only 16 of the union’s 200
full-time officials are elected.
ABOLISHED area committees
which linked up different factories
and sections.
CHANGED the annual policy con-
ference to a bi-ennial conférence,
and” insisted that policy decisions
are not binding on the executive.
CASTRATED the national indus-
trial conference by allowing only
one motion from each area industrial
conference. The EC can act on or
ignore motions as they think fit.
They have turned our union into
a machine for the right-wing. Access
of the rank and file to the controls
is strictly limited.

Refusal

This process has been coupled
with a refusal to fight for jobs, a
disgraceful attack on the Shrews-
bury pickets, and an extension of
the check-off system which weakens
the shop stewards and puts the
union in hock to the employers.

In the elections, we must vote
against the sitting executive mem-
bers and for a change in faces at the
top. But this will not solve our
problems or change our union.

E!

akeficld

For far too long, the left in the
union, led by the Communist Party,
have been obsessed with electoral
advances. That policy led to the

_ ballot-rigging of 1962, which was a
disgrace to trade unionists every-

where,

The only answer is to build a
rank and file movement, based on
the following policy, for a more
democratic union.

Regular election of officials.

Restoration of area committees.

Industrial Conferences deciding
policies for their industry—which
must be binding on the executive.

No bans or proscriptions.

MR IVOR JORDAN: AN APOLOGY

In our issue of the 16 August 1975,
we printed an item headed ‘lvor the boss'.
This item implied that Mr Jordan had
given up membership of the Communist
Party in order to be a Regional Secretary
of UCATT. We then stated that Mr Jordan
was now working as a full-time Industrial
Relations Office for Sindalls, a Cambridge-
based building firm.

We accept these statements were made
without foundation. We accept there is
no restriction on Communisé Party mem-
bers holding offices in UCATT and that
was not the reason for Mr Jordan leaving
the Communist Party in 1970.

We accept that Mr Jordan is the
Eastern Counties Regional Secretary for
UCATT and is neither employed full-time,
part-time nor has any connection what-
ever with Sindalls.

We apologise to Mr Jordan for the
false allegations made against him and
for inconvenience the publication has
caused him.

IT’S
BUILDERS’
QUESTION
TIME!

By C Minton (UCATT)

MEMBERS of UCATT, the building
workers’ union, will soon have a
chance to make their unjon more
democratic.

Each branch must hold two or
three meetings to vote on the change
of rules., There are 77 questions to
vote on, all of them on a straight
‘for’ or ‘against’ basis.

It is vital that all members attend
the Special Summoned Meetings at
which no other union business will
be discussed. y

All the questions are printed in
the October issue of the UCATT
journal—and perhaps the most im-
portant question is number 51. This
is about changing the rules so that
ALL regional organisers and regional
secretaries stand for election every
five years.

At present, secretaries are ap-
pointed and organisers only stand
for election twice in their life.
Ideally, members should ‘stay at the
meetings for all the questions but a
vote FOR on No.51 is far more im-
portant than any other.

Another important FOR vofe is
No 75. At the moment the rule
book says ‘Only members . . . who
are not members of an organisation
proscribed by the Labour Party shall
take part in any business carried out
under Rules 40, 41 and 42

These rules cover the political and
parliamentary activities of the union.
This rule is hardly ever used but it
could be in the future.

Those questions which should be
voted AGAINST fall roughly into
three groups. Questions 2, 12, 13,
15. 16 and 67 are an attempt to cut
down the power of the branch.

Frauds

Questions 6 and 8 would stop
members attending other branches
when . voting takes place. This has
been a right-wing demand for years
in an attempt to cover up voting
frauds. :

Questions 19, 30 and 54 would
mean an increase in check-off; which
would destroy branch life.

Finally, questions 3, 35 and 36
deal with full-time branch secretaries.
The proposals would introduce a
selection committee for branch of-
ficers.

Unfortunately, members won’t be
able to vote on the question of
selection committees as it has not
been included in the Rules Revision
even though several branches made
suggestions on this to the Joint Com-
mittee.

Selection committees are used by
the union leadership to stop members
who are ‘politically’ undesirable from
taking part in elections when they
have a good chance of winning.

The most blatant example oc-
curred in 1970 when, out of five
candidates for the post of an or-
ganiser in London, four were de-
clared ‘unsuitable’, including Com-
munist Party member Terry Heath,
who was most likely to get the
majority of votes.

The ‘lucky’ survivor, a right-winger
named Chilton, was delcared the
‘elected’ candidate.

Boiled Ham

TREMENDOUS applause greeted the
speech of Tom Ham at the Tory
Party Conference when he called for
more participation in union affairs by
Tories. Ham brought the delegates tc
their feet with his appeal to ‘figh!
elections on the shop floor, and i
vou lose—fight them again’.

The speech was well received ir
the London docks, where docker
remember Ham as a former careeris
in the National Amalgamates
Stevedores and Dockers’ Unios
(NASDU). The dockers recall tha
Ham stood for steward at Wallis
dock in the Royal Group in 1972
He was defeated.

True to the courage and devotio:
to trade union duty which he urge
on the bankers and speculators a
the Tory Party Conference, Han
promptly applied for his severanc
money and scuttled out of the dock.



By a UCATT shop steward

Poverty

to feed your wife and kids.
Now it’s different.

tion.

It’s difficult to hear the slogans on the demos, let
alone work out what the words should be, and then
shout them out again. Strange sounds from the back of
your throat have to do instead. I got caught out doing
that orice, and an old Portuguese man, marching along
beside me, patiently made out the words until I had

them right.

He kept turning round, all the way up the hill to Radio
Renascenca, to make sure I was keeping it going. It

WHEN THE RIGHT-WING attempted a coup
last March and bombed the RALIS barracks, the
building workers on the nearby J Pimenta
(construction company) Conjunto Turistico da
Paripilheira site responded immediately.

They jumped aboard their concrete mixers
and lorries and headed out to fight the fascists.
They blocked roads near the barracks with huge
slabs of concrete and mounted a 24-hour picket
_on all roads, checking every car for fascists.

Under the old regime, conditions on the sites
in Portugal were terrible. Every day, building
workers were maimed and killed. You lived in
poverty and died in poverty on.the sites. You
had no right to strike, no right to a decent wage

The Pimenta sites are
among the most militant in the industry and the
workers have improved the conditions.

After the coup, the bosses fled to Brazil and
the workers took over the company. It has a total

JEERED, TAUNTED

THE CAPTAIN

GAVE UP...

HIS AUTHORITY
TORN TO SHREDS

THE BEST THING about going to Portugal is
that all your revolutionary ideas suddenly make
sense to masses of people. You don’t feel like
the odd one out any more. All those seemingly
way out ideas, such as the smashing of the capi-
talist system, have become commonplace.

For a start, you cease to be a foreigner. Most workers
cei’t speak English, but they will find you the one who
can, whether you‘re in the middle of a visit to the
workers’ commission in the airport or on a demonstra-

has 40 members.

When I contacted the commission, two mem-
bers took the day off and drove me to the
Paripilheira site. The workers there told me they
were building luxury flats, which rich people
had already paid for. But as soon as the flats were
finished they were going to hand them over to
workers in the area, who live in terrible slums,
shanty towns made out of tin and cardboard,
without water, drains or electricity.

They told me that before the overthrow of
fascism they were earning between £8 and £10 a
week. After the coup, they put their wages up fo
£25-£30 a week. On the other hand, the tech-

mattered to himeven more than it mattered to me.

There aren’t a lot of tourists
left, so when the soldiers and
workers commandeered the buses to
take them to Trafaria we looked a

_little out of place. Especially as ‘our’
bus was a tourist one, not a council
bus.

Miles out of Lisbon, on our way
to the military prison, a concerned
air force man found a French-speak-
ing woman to-talk to us: “Where are
you gping? Were you on the way to
the airport?’

Cheer

The airport was in the opposite
direction. ‘No, we’re revoluticmaries
from Britain. We’re with you, on our
way to the prison.’” She translated
and a great cheer went up.

The air force man went down o
the front of the bus and repeated
the news; another great cheer and
applause.

A moment’s embarrassment, and
then we were suddenly a part of the
Portuguese workers and soldiers
fight. It didn’t matter anymore that
we couldn’t speak the language.

Perhaps the starkest change isin
the army. In Britain the army is
about giving orders and taking them.
In Portugal that idea is being
challenged.

* 'WORKERS BUILDING
LUXURY FLATS...
PLAN TO HAND
THEM OVER TO

SLUM-DWELLERS

labour force of 2500 in building sites, ship
building and making materials for the sites and
ships. The workers’ commission is elected and

Soldiers embrace as their sit

made.

By MARGARET RENN

At the EPAM barracks, in the
north of Lisbon, the soldiers have
a delegate assembly. It’s written into
the ‘rules, they told us, that the
number of soldiers’ delegates would
always be a majority over the num-
ber of officers’.

Surely, | pointed out, if there
are more soldiers in the barracks
than officers there’s no need for
I had touched on the
nd they knew it. They

they built a revolu Ty
from the base, an army with no
hierarchy

We talked about SUV, the
soldiers’ organisation. and it’s de-
mands for reorganisation, better pay
and so on. A young soldier from
Braganca, in the north told us that as
a conscript he received 200 escudos

a month, about £4.

He also.got 48 hours® leave a
month. It cost him 200 éscudos for
the return fare to Braganca, and the
journey took 23 hours'each way. He
still depended on his father who
worked in a factory for pocket
money. .

A captain wheo had been working
in the room throughout this dis-
cussion, could keep quiet no longer:
‘I volunteered for the army and
have given it rs of my life. I
earn 10,000 ontl
have actually
cessions I once had.’

Shreds

everyone agrees. When

Soares got pushed and shoved
side Lisbon’s Town Hall 'on 5

out

nicians, who before had been earning about
£900 a month, had their salaries reduced, by the
workers’ commission, to £120 a month.

All the machinery. used on the sites is foreign,
most of it Italian. The workers said they had no
spare parts and if anything broke down they
wouldn’t be able to get them, because of the
economic boycott of Portugal. They wanted to
get in touch with Italian workers to see if they
could help them, and said they would like to send
a delegation to Britain to meet building workers.

Luxury

Before they drove me back to Lisbon, the
workers took me for a huge meal in their canteen.
The food was really good, and there was even a
bar in the canteen where the workers could get a
drink in break time. Compared with facilities
here, it was like a luxury hotel.

I asked the workers what they thought about
the Sixth Provisional Government. Their answer
was that it did not represent the working class
and that the only way forward was a real
revolution, made by the workers themselves. A
lot of the workers said they had arms, and would
use them when the time is right and the call is

in at the artillery barracks in Oporto ends in victory last Friday.
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Eye-witness
reports from

Portugal

October, [ asked a man what was
happening.

‘It’s Soares, he’s just walking
there. He’s got every right to, you
know. These other people are all
Communists. Not everyone in our
country is like this.’

He was proud to be a member of
the Socialist Party. Other people
will tell you that Spinola needs to
come back, and, of course,reaction
is organising.

The country is poor. Even on
the government buildings the paint
is peeling. Except, of course, for the
Sheraton Hotel and the Ritz, where
ey pays fo

no longer give workers
what they want and need.

SOCIALIST
WORKER
PORTUGAL

FUND

ARE _iu(.)ﬁi).
RUSSA

THIS IS the front cover of a new
edition of the pamphlet How the
Russian Revolution Was Lost . .. in
Portuguese.

The Socialist Worker printshop last
week produced 4000 copies which
were immediately flown to Portugal
—only to meet some interesting prob-
lems at the Customs.

The official at Lisbon Airport in-
sisted on one of the parcels being
opened. He wanted to be sure just
what the contents were. Having made
sure, he decided that he wanted a
copy of the pamphlet: to read, of
course.

He also told one or two other
airport workers of his find. One after
another, little groups of workers came
up and took one or two copies each.
Before the consignment was out of
the airport, 200 copies were accountec
for.

Which just goes to show that the
SW Portuguese SW Solidarity Fund is
a highly successful operation.

Not only does it help us to give
material assistance to revolutionaries in
Portugal, it helps us to print useful
material in Portuguese. We need to
print—and give—more. So keep up the
good work.

The best of all ways is to give
regularly via a banker’s order. We'll
send you the form. We'll also send you
a collection sheet for your factory,
office or estate.

We can also provide badges (new
design out soon) and revolutionary
posters from Portugal, 50p a time.

Send your orders and your money
to Socialist Worker Portugal Solidarity
Fund, 8 Cottons Gardens, London, E2.

The fund this week raised

£352.96

Sale of badges, posters and stickers
came to £36,20.
Our thanks to: Yannis Hitzos £2,
Tottenham 1S £12, G Jones £5, M
Hewing £8, Lambeth Council Workers
£3.50, Rhodes of Exeter £1, A J
Laurenson, £1, Maidenhead IS £11,
B O'Brien £1.50, Bradford 1S £20,
Sheffield Poly ATTI members: £4,
Manchester Agit Prop Social £45, Dave
Arrowsmith £3.40, Brother. Frans-
worth £3.64, North London Poly 1S
Soc £2, Edinburgh Univ IS Society
£3.40, John Lucas £6, Wandsworth IS
£5.60, Manchester district £36.50,
Hackney Teachers SW meeting £11.50,
NELP SW supporter £5, J Hindmarch
£2, Bath 1S £5, Wakefield IS £2.25,
Chichester and Portsmouth £40, SW
Reader Hatterley factory, Ormskirk £1,
J C Papadachi £6.39, Collection at
South East London party £3.50, NUR,
TGWU, NALGO and NUT members
in Exeter £6.50,

E

THE NATIONAL Rank

and File

two delegations of t
Portugal, Andy Kuttner,
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~And thisis

DURING THE GREAT days of Islam,
the Caliphs of Baghdad used, every now
and then, to throw the head of the
Grand Vizier to the people. :

It satisfied the popular indignation, and
allowed the reigning Caliph to appoint another
Grand Vizier to continue quietly enriching
himself and his master by the same methods
as before.

Symbolic

Or so we are told. And whether the tale is
true or not, in point of mere fact, it embodies
a kind of symbolic truth. This is indeed how
intelligent rulers and establishments divert
hostility from themselves.

Attention is drawn to-secondary evils, and
a great play of reform is staged, so that the
root cause of the evil is untouched.

At the moment, a pantomime of this sort

is being played around the theme of TV news
and comment. Robin Day, in a newspaper
trailer for his new book, declares ‘what is
called “good” television may often amount to
an irresponsible misuse of power which tele-
vision has’. Peter Jay, a rising star of the news-
and-views trade, is on record in much the
same sense.

Now the credibility of TV news and

comment is a vital matter for our rulers.
Various surveys indicate that a big majority
of people depend largely or wholly on TV
for their picture of what is happening in the
world.

There has never been such a powerful
engine for moulding mass opinion. Widespread
scepticism about its reliability would be most
damaging to the establishment. The
‘reformers’, shrewd and knowledgeable men,
understand this better than most.

Complaint

The substance of their case is that both
BBC and ITV ‘sensationalise’ and ‘trivialise’
news and issues—which is true as far as it goes—
and -that more time should be given to
explaining the background of events as a
corrective.

But the complaint about ‘sensationalisation’
focuses attention on what is, at most, a

he news?

second rate question and the remedy proposed
is worse than the disease. We are being offered
a Grand Vizier’s head, not a genuine change.
What is news? It is what the controllers of
the media decide should be news. This simple
and indisputable fact has to be kept always

~ in mind. :

For example, quite large numbers of people
die every day in all parts of the world. Some
die of old age or disease, some’ of starvation,
some are drowned, shot or strangled.

 Whether a particular death is or is not news
depends entirely* on the decision of the
comparative handful of people who select the
news.

The other weekend, 11 people died in
sectarian killings in Northern Ireland. That was
news and got extensive coverage. That same
weekend a considerably greater number of
people were killed or maimed in motor
accidents in Britain, assuming that it was an
average weekend in this respect. That was

IFTH COLUMN

MARIO SOARES raised a clenched
fist as the recent Labour Party con-
ference stood and cheered him.
Judith Hart has called his Socialist
Party ‘the most-left-wing of all the
Portuguese parties’.

The real Mario Soares is, however,
no more a ‘socialist’ than is Harold
Wilson. And, like our slippery, silver-
tongued leader, he is also a
pragmatic, professional politician.
In other words, a snake.

For instance, in 1972 he pub-
lished, in exile in France, a book
called Portugal Gagged.

After the fall of fascism it was
also published in Portugal—but not
before he had made some judicious
changes.

FEW

The French edition attacked the
reactionary  hierarchy of the
Catholic Church, and merely noted
how there were a few progressive
elements among the clergy.

But, in the Portuguese edition,
much is made of these progressive
clergy and of how well Soares got
on with the Bishop of Oporto.

And, even more interesting, is
the disappearance of a footnote on

the Fatima cult used by Salazar

to prop up his regime.

The axed words are: ‘Many
Catholics today place in doubt the
religious value of the Fatima
miracle. Its political implications
are undeniable. The Church took
over and utilised Fatima in its
struggle against the Republic and
later as a key element in the anti-
communist crusade.’ ¢

Workers’ control of -publishing
would put a stop to such deceptions.
That’s probably why Soares fears
it so much.

The Times' leader writer
may have highlighted the Con-
servatives' immediate

dilemma, that Harold Wilson

(like Mario Soares in Portu-
gal) is currently the best
defender of the ‘ conservative
interest.’

The Guardian, 7 October.

| OWN 10/5
OF HIS ARSE .

[

SOON AFTER the overthrow of

fascism, Soares returned from
exile and announced publicly that he
was an atheist. More recently, however,
at the height of the anti-left wing
agitation in Northern Portugal organised
by the Catholic Church, he made
sure he was seen going to mass.

THE CIA is funding Soares’

Socialist Party. According to the
New York Times of 25 September, the
money, which arrives via European
Labour Parties and trade unions, amounts
to several million dollars a month and
is sent with the personal approval of
President Ford.

They call this the Rule of Law

DOUGLAS PURKISS has just broken the £6 wage
freeze single-handed. He’s gone on the dole—after being

sacked from his £10-a-week job.

That’s right, £10 a week. And he hadn’t had a rise
for six years.So he dared to ask for more—and promptly
got the bullet by Bournemouth estate agents Gray and

Brooks.

Douglas, a 50-year-old negotiator, took his case to
an industrial tribunal. He told the tribunal chairman,

Sir Diarmaid Conroy, how he had been a loyal servant
to the firm for 37 years and had gone on a one-man
strike in protest at being treated so badly.

Sir Diarmaid pointed out that an employer could
not be accused of unfair dismissal for sacking someone
who went on strike.

Douglas’ fearless and diligent counsel, Mr Haig-

Haddow, replied: ‘I must say I had overlooked that’.

- case to answer.

IT’S A FREE COUNTRY...1

ALFRED HERBERTS, the

' Coventry-based firm,have threatened

Dave Gallard with dismissal from his
job at their Letchworth, Herts,
subsidiary, Herberts Controls.

Why? Because, as a Labour
councillor, Dave has to take time
off for council meetings.

A Tory councillor in the same
plant has not, however, been given
the same treatment.

This is not unconnected with the
fact that Dave is also an engineering
union shop steward who believes in
fighting for his members’ interests.
And the Tary is . . . well, a Tory.

Meanwhile, the Labour govern-
ment are handing Herberts' ailing

YOU AIN’T SEEN NOTHING YET

PRESS COVERAGE of Portugal may be biased, but it’s going to get a lot their secretary, 18-year-old June

worse if the workers (sorry, Communists) do take power’ (sorry,
democracy). After the October 1917 revolution
of the ‘civilised’ world turned any fiction into rumour and any rumour into

fact.

This interesting democratic proces
number of American newspapers solemnly reported that the B
that they were, had invented a new and dastar

of cutting off 500 heads an hour.

s reached its peak in 1918 when a
olsheviks, fiends want is bloody foreigners
dly electric gullotine capable poking their noses around ‘our’

bosses £25,000,000. In return, those
“bosses are throwing one in five of
their workers on the scrapheap—and
trying to victimise a Labour stal-
wart.

You know Labour government
makes sense . . .

€l

GENERAL FRANCO can rest
easy in his bed at night. The
Tynemouth branch of the Young
Tories are on his side.

They've sent him a letter
applauding the recent execution .
of the five militants and backing
his ‘stand against terrorists and
other international militants
who are trying to undermine
societies in the West’.

‘We were also annoyed,’ says

destroy Cole, ‘by the reaction of other
in Russia, the impartial press countries. After all, no one

would interfere with our prob-
lem in Northern Ireland.’
Quite right. Last thing we

concentration camps .

WHEN ARE YOU GOING TO WRITE SOMETHING FOR FIFTH COLUMN?

Whereupon Sir Diarmaid ruled that the firm had no

FRANK CHAPPLE has affiliated

another 200 members of his
electricians’ union to the Newham North
East Labour Party, so getting five more
delegates on the general management
committee which recently gave his mate
Reg Prentice the heave-ho. This is
known as democracy .

It's a free
country... 2

THINK OF GLASGOW and you
think of Communists. Under 'the
bed. In the woodwork. On the
Clyde. Everywhere, Communists.

You don't think of it like that?
Well the Ministry of Defence does,
And with 6000 of its jobs going to
the Scottish Soviet. between 1982
and 1984, it’s more than a little
frightened at what it could be let-
ting itself in for.

Thus a team of spies has, accord-
ing to The Times, been sent on
ahead to investigate ‘the strength
of Communist influence’ in the
area.

Thank God it’s a free country

 the cult of the status quo.

not news.

What is the basis on which the
news is created? It is, and can only
be, the assumptions of the news-
makers about what is important.

And what determines these
assumptions? In the last resort their
views, or those of their masters,
about society; their political and
social beliefs-and prejudices.

Contrary to popular belief, there
is no clear-cut distinction between
news and comment. The selection
of some events happening to be
news—or not, as the case may be—
is itself a kind of comment.

And what is selected is what the
news-makers want to comment
further on, the text upon which
they wish to preach.

To take a simple example; when
Portugal was ruled by the Salazar
and Caetano dictatorships, it was
hardly ever mentioned by BBC or
ITV.

Worthy

Never mind the absence of what
passes for comment in these circles.
The imprisonment and torture of
opponents ~of the regime, the
atrocities daily committed by the
secret police; these things were not
news.

They were not news because the
news-makers did not consider them
worthy of report. The British politi-
cal establishment was more or less
satisfied with the fascist regime.

Now, when our rulers are pro-
foundly worried about the danger of
socialist revolution jn Portugal, a
steady stream of news—suitably
selected and slanted—provides the
basis for sermons on the ‘threat to
democracy’

Or, to consider a more homely
example, how much news time and
comment did BBC and ITV devote
to Engineeringg Union elections
during the long years when the
right wing dominated the union?

When Carron’s men were voted
in, by branch vote on a tiny poll, it
was not news.

Now that the right wing is
struggling to regain power, the David

- Dimblebys and Woodrow Wyatts are

given prime time to point out how
‘unrepresentative’ are Scanlon’s men
because, just like Carron’s men
(although this is never mentioned),
they too were elected on a low poll.

Lies

Shelley wrote: ‘Around your
face a web of lies is woven.” But the
outright lies are less dangerous than
the carefully sifted and pre
selected ‘truths’ which are the staple
of TV news and comment.

And this processing, this manu-
facture of ideas, is naturally carried
out in the interests and according
to the reguirements of the ruling

_class.

I once heard David Dimbleby
ask Hugh Scanlon: ‘How many of
your ‘members actually voted for
you?’
* _The answer should have been,
but unfortunately was not, ‘How
many people voted for you?".

Dimbleby, like the rest of the
pundits, was appointed by the
bosses of a hierarchy. And an
absolute requirement of his appoint-
ment was his ‘safe’ views.

So it is with all the others, seen
and unseen, They are the priests of



These two men were murdered I

Shah
and the
terror
Labour condones

By Laurie Flynn

LAST APRIL, Manouchehr
Kalantari, organiser in Britain
for the Iranian Confederation
of Students, got the most terri-
fying message of his life.

His brother Mashouf, he was
told, was dead. So was his nephew
Bidjan Jazani.

So were seven other prominent
Iranian socialists, , each. of them
known to him, each of them like
his brother and his nephew, politi-
cal prisoners in the Shah of Iran’s
jails. ;

The murders were confirmed in
the semi-official Iranian newspaper
Attelaat on 19 April.

The nine, the paper ‘reported’,
‘had been shot while trying to
escape’. There were to be no post
mortems and no relatives would
be allowed to see the dead men’s
bodies.

Appalled

‘I cannot explain to you how
numbed I felt’, Manouchehr told
Socialist' Worker. ‘It wasn’t just that
two of the murdered men were
part of my family.

‘It was that the nine were known

‘Shot while trying to escape’.
Mashouf Kalantari

Shot while trying ro escape i
Bidjan Jazani
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by friends of ‘our’ government

WHY WERE the Iranian students,
having killed or injured no-one,
suddenly threatened with conspiracy
charges and, as a result, unlimited
sentences?

Part of the answer can be found
elsewhere. As the 21 students were
getting ready to occupy the London
Embassy, Labour Chancellor Denis

Healey was in direct contact with

the Shah and his regime.

He was due to have gone to
Tehran on 28 April as part of a top-
level government and business dele-
gation seeking.to love up to the
Shah. The Shah had, of course,
just bailed out the Labour govern-
ment with a £500 million loan.

Healey’s trip was postponed at
the last moment. He finally flew
off to pay homage last week, ac-
companied by sundry top bankers
and civil servants.

Healey is, in fact, treading a well-
worn trial. Harold Lever, Harold
Wilson’s personal economic adviser,
visited the Shah in Tehran just
before last Christmas. Peter Shore
Labour Industry Minister, followed
in January.

. Other visits will follow Healey’s
little jaunt. Edmuud Dell Labour’s
raymaster General, is expected to
put in an appearance shortly.\So is

Denis Healey in Tehran last Sunday: Labour policy is to love up to the Shah, murders.and all

Butchery in Iran,
silence in Britain

political prisoners and to whom tor-
ture and death is a stock in trade,
were shocked.

This was the first time since
Amnesty was founded that prisoners
it had adopted had been killed.

The members of the Iranian
Confederation of Students were
stunned, too. But before long they
resolved that something had to be
done. A- picket of the Iranian Em-
bassy
Gate was organised.

For seven days the picket was
kept up. But there was scarcely a
word about it in the British press.

Manouchehr explains: ‘There
was a conspiracy of silence. The
petro-dollar, the dependence on the
Shah’s oil and funds means that
the mass media say little or nothing
critical of the Shah and his prison
camp of a society.’

The same newspapers were, of

in London’s posh Princes

course, finding plenty of space to
bewail the threat to democracy
posed by workers taking control
of factories in Portugal.

But they could find no space to
publicise the bloody murder of nine
leading members of the resistance
in Iran.

On the contrary, those same
newspapers were queueing up to
praise the Shah's regime, often by
hiring the despicable Lord Chalfont
to write @ glowing tribute to his
new-found moderate friend.

Numbed

The double standard appalled
the pickets outside the Embassy all
over again. Something more had to
be done—something that the hypo-
crites who own and control. the
national press would find it more
difficult to ignore.

So, on 29 April, 21 Iranians
moved into the embassy in a peace-
ful 20-minute occupation.

They took down official por-
traits of the Shah and replaced them
without pictures of their murdered.
comrades. This done, they got ready
to withdraw. :

Then the police arrived. ,The 21
were taken to the station for ques-
tioning.

Initially, it was implied that
nothing serious would happen. After
all, they had only engaged “in tres-
pass, a minor civil, not criminal
offence. What’s more, extenuating
circumstances were consnderable to
say the least.

Thirty-six hours later, however,
they were charged with conspiracy
to trespass.

This is a criminal offence. The
charge has one other attraction
to the authorities. There is no
limit on sentence.

The Iranian students in fact were
being hammered with the same de-.
vice used at Shrewsbury. They were
to feel the law’s harshest lash—
conspiracy, easy to prove and fear-
some in its consequences.

British
Justice’
lends

a-hand

Jim Callaghan, Foreign Minister.

The desire of these peopla
to ingratiate themselves with the
Shah, a man with maniacal ten-
dencies to say the least, probably
accounts for the sudden topping-up
of the charges against the Iranian
students in London to include con-
spiracy.

Certainly, the Shah would have
tackled Healey about the invasion
of his embassy and demanded firm
action. There are powerful indica-
tions that he got it.

The Iranian students were held
in jail without bail for eight days,
a great contrast to the ftreat-
ment afforded Ukrainian nationa-
lists who occupied the Russian
Embassy in 1974. They were gran-
ted bail immediately.

. More evidence that British
government policy is to love up to
the Shah came last month when
John Watkinson, Labour MP for
Gloucéstershire South, and Bill
Nash, of the National Council for
Civil Liberties, visited Tehran.

They investigated the condition
of Iran’s many political prisoners

The Shah’s regime forbids all
dissent, and jails and tortures all
those who strike or organise against
it in any way.

Little

Naturally, the delegation got
little or no assistance. They were
trying to find out about the
whereabouts and condition of 15
political prisoners

The British Ambassador Sir
Anthony Parsons and other officials
made it known that there was al-
most a shuttle service for British
ministers coming in. ‘What’s more
4000 British businessmen were ex-
pected this year alone.

The Shah-is, of course, a very
powerful dictator. British ministers,
civil servants and businessmen fear
him greatly.

Stroke

- For if he gets upset, he is capable
of cancelling lucrative. contracts at
a stroke.

British capitalism’s strong de-
pendency on the Shah’s dictator-

. ship in Iran is one main reason for

the . trial for conspiracy of the 21
students.

But there is another which brings
the issue even closer home in the
precise, domestic sense of the word.

Those with wealth, power and
control of the legal system in this
country are themselves desperate
to stem the tide of dissent. It is for
this reason that they use again and
again the catch-all device of
conspiracy.

This alone means that we should
rally to the defence of its latest
victims.

There is another sound reason.
Inside the Shah’s dictatorship the
Iranian working class is growing
more and more numerous.

If we can help in whatever small
way to win elbow rnom for the
Iranian working class, they will be-
come our allies.

HOW YOU CAN SUPPORT THE 21

THE TWENTY-ONE Iranians facing conspiracy

porting to Iran.
last

few years Massey Ferguson,

conditions faced by workers in Iran

The Iranian confederation also need money
for their defence fund: Some of the defendants
are Iranians resident in Germany who have to
come here for each court appearance. This
means that the Confederation faces punitive
court costs. To meet them they need your

charges will come up on trial next February, In the ;
which means that there is some time to organise =~ Imperial Metal Industries, Acrow, Chrysler,
opposition to the shameful operation being  Leyland, GKN and dozens of other firms- have
mounted against them. set up plants in Iran. And,almost without excep-

tion, big companies in Britain work on export
orders for Iran.

to all of us. They were the best
known of the many political priso-
ners-held by the Shah.

‘It was as -if they had shot the
Pentonville Five or the Shrewsbury
pickets while they were in jail here
in Britain. It was appalling,’

Even Amnesty International, the
agency which- exists to 'defend

They- need support from the working class 3
movement in the shape of money and the op- Let the Iranian Confederation of Students help.
portunity to.explain their case. The chances are send a speaker to your branch or shop stewards’ Write to the Confederation at ‘101 C-O\xer
thif Yout Firhi §s' eMREE ePeTating 1A Tran® 6F ex 7 THmMitreb o’ X PIAR HHie’ IsSues and” ouflihe ‘the & * * Stieet *Bdridon, WC2 1 st eeraiws i
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BRITAIN 1975:
WHERE FEAR OF
HARASSMENT

MEANS YOUNG
BLACKS WON'T BE

olice
terror -
in Birmingha

‘PEOPLE’S going to get mad, people’s
going to get Kkilled, you watch.” These
words were uttered after the police in
Birmingham launched what must have been

one of the biggest police raids in British -

history.

In six days more than a thousand black youths,
girls, old men, women and children were picked
up from the street, from parks, from their homes,

Part of a mass picket at the Crompton Arms, Handsworth, last Wednesday
where Flame and Socialist Worker supporters protested about a ban on selling
either paper in-the pub. Several people decided not tg go into the pub when
the ban was explained to them. ;

taken down to police stations and questioned,
illegally photographed and fingerprinted for the
police files. '

Hundreds of homes were searched.

This mass attack on the black people of-

Handsworth was launched within minutes of the
fatal stabbing of a Birmingham policeman on the
night of Thursday, 17 July outside the Rainbow
Club.

police harassment ot‘young blacks, of being stop-

ped, searched and questioned in the street,-outside
pubs, discos or schools, of being called - ‘black
bastard’ from the open window of passing panda
cars, of being beaten in the back ot police transit
vans—the inevitable had happened.

The Birmingham police have regularly made
their presence felt outside the Rainbow Club,
which. is in the city centre. Every Thursday and

"scene in the city following the s

ham who have danced to the soul
been picked on and harassed on thei
Mr A, a young West India

all his mates, wishes to remain and
of police retaliation.
‘Everyone was going on the
police just grabbed you and took
. all buses leaving the city
matically stopped and all blacks

After months, years of continued, persistent

Kim Gordon and Azim Hajee
spent a day last week walking
around Handsworth -talking
to young West Indians. None
of the people they talked to
would give their names—for
fear of further police harass
ment. Here are some of the
things they said.

When we're at school, we're
convicted. When we've left -
school, we’ve been convicted
again. By the time we're 18§,

we've done a prison sentence '

or a borstal. You can't go
before the courts and beat the
police. No matter how inno-
cent you are, you are a black
man. Whether its before a
magistrate or jury, you can’t
go in a courthouse and win,
and the police know that.

Take any youth over 14 years
old, and he's got a scar—
something that’s influenced
him against the police—there
must be some way that the
police have got through to
him and done him something

- really nasty.

Saturday night many of the black kids of Birming-

When a man has his back
against a wall, he'il say

I can’t take no more—and
that's what they don't realise
—it"s going to happen. It's
going to take only one more
incident and its going to be a
concrete jungle.

If-a policeman knows you
and don‘t like you, he'll just
come and annoy you for
nothing. Any time he sees
you, he’ll come and ask you
questions like: ‘Where are
you going?: What are you
doing here this time of
night?’ And if you say:
‘None of yaur business’ you
know the first thing he’s
going to do? He'll pick you
up on an assault charge. :
Whether you kick him or not,
when you're in the

police station, he’ll beat you
until he's sick.

It was one Saturday night at
about six o’clock—me and my
mates, about three of four of
us, just walking down town
whistling away—not loudly
you know, pretty soft. And
this big hairy copper come
behind us.

He grabbed me by the
neck and he starts pushing

—s0 we stopped. He pushed
me about, you know, tbo
much. He didn’t arrest us, he
said: ‘You do that again your
in.’ :
Later on we went to the

“cop station. We asked the cop

if anyone can have you for
whistling. The copper said
“Whistle and 1'1l fucking
well arrest you.” So | just

“walked out.

" There was one case in about

April. Me and about three
other kids. One of us goton a
bus which was going to drive
away and leave the rest of us,
so he stopped the bus and

~ called us.

The same time two police
officers came to tell him to
come off the bus, and they
pulled him off. As he was
walking away the two of
them bounced into him.
They took their truncheons
out and started beating him.

young men, and
were waved’ dov
everything comi
was stopped.

‘They started
Handsworth pick
over the place 4
them in and beat]
nothing . . . &
they’d go in and
say you’re a susp
nights afterwards
keeping off the s
ping at home.
swarming with pao

Mr B tells th
arrested the next
room in the po
full, and this wa
the police station:
Road station to [

Night

‘I know becau
from Thornhill
then to Steelhou:
were arresting pe
day night all the
Tuesday or Wed
people were ques
took their phe
prints.’

On, the Sund
dent the police
black man, 18-y
Wilson, and char
killing of the poli

Four days |
mother was tak
prison by a fr
they had brough
drink for him,
officers said he
because he was
unable to eat.or ¢
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The visitors insisted on seeing
him. When Desmond was brought
in his mother broke down in tears.
He was being supported on either
side by two officers, his face was
badly swollen and he spoke of
being beaten in the stomach.

If this was just an isolated story
of police brutality in Handsworth,
Brimingham, it would be bad
enough, but this organised attack
on young blacks by the police is
spreading fast acress the whole
country.

Recently there has been the
case of the Stockwell Seven in
South London.

Three weeks ago the Swan disco
was going to be closed due to
repeated smears that it was a
haven for ‘black muggers'—smears
originating in Brixton police
station. On the last night of the
disco two coach-loads of police
were waiting in nearby side
streets.

The police claim that a young
black who had jumped bail was to
be found in the pub below the

disco. For some reason they
stormed . into the disco with
truncheons drawn.

Seven young blacks were pick-
ed up and charged with offences
ranging from possessing an offen-
sive weapon to causing grevious
bodily, harm. The police are also
trying to get further more serious
charges added to the list-. ... of

.affray and riot.

Picture: Dave Evans

KIM GORDON AND
AZIM HAJEE

WHY are we beaten humiliated
and hospitalised by the police?

Why are we told ‘Sorry, no
vacancy here; when we go after a
job that we know exists?

Why is it that when we do get a
job it is the lowest job with the
least prospects? ?

Why is it that we end up in the
lowest streams in schools?

Why is it that we live in the
areas where the housing is the
cheapest and worst?

Because this society is corrupt
and dying. Because the rulers of
this society always going to have
somebody on the very, very
bottom and that isus . .. As a
brother said: ‘I think it all really
boils down to us uniting together
and sticking together to fight the
wrong . . . this society’s wrong.’

But how do we fight? The re-
cent victory in the Cliff McDaniel
case by the new Black Parents
Movement of North London has
shown us the way. Parents must
take up their children’s fight.
Parents in work must take the
fight to their workplace to their
unions. We must organise self-
defence groups

. We must use our spare time use-

fully to build us a future together

in which we can all have hope.

rhis is a socialist future where we

all—old, young, black and white,

men and women collectively rule

the country, Where we are the

rulers and the rich and powerful
the ruled.

Meetings for supporters of Flame
and Socialist Worker in Birmingham

AGAINST POLICE
HARASSMENT

Sunday 26 October, 3.30pm
Speakers from the International
Socialists, the Desmond Wilson
Defence Committee and the Black
Parents’ Movement, London. Showing
of TUNDE'S FILM, about harassment
in East London

FIGHT UNEMPLOYMENT

AMONG YOUNG BLACKS
Sunday 9 November, 3.30pm
g;)ttl'; at Lozzells Social Development
ub,

1 Finch = Road, ' Handsworth_

SINCE 1944, Poland has
supposedly been a socialist
country. But what is the
reality behind this mask?

To some extent, the Com-
munist Party has replaced the
owners of production as the
privileged ruling class. A party -
member is assured of a good,
secure job with excellent pros-
pects, higher education for his
children, adequate housing and
excellent leisure facilities.

Private ownership and,
practice, far from having been
abolished, is on the increase.
Bad planning and lack- of res-
ponsibility in the agricultural
sector has led to the -collapse of
many = ‘collectives’ and their-
replacement by private farms.

Although officially a farmer
may not own more than 40
hectares of land, a blind eye is
turned to owners of 500 hectares
and more. Low wages and
inadequate facilities have turned

L the national health service into

a cattle-pen, so people turn more
and more to the private sector.

Wages are kept extremely
low, and wage differentials are
on the increase. Officially, the
minimum wage is 1400zloty fora
210-hour month, the maximum
6000 zloty.

Alive

The minimum wage will barely
keep you alive. The average wage
of 3500 zloty is just adequate
for primary needs such as food,
rent and fares.

Then there are bonus and
incentive schemes and private
enterprises where individuals can
earn as much as a million zloty
a month, :

What can a worker think
when he sees someone driving a
car which he could not afford if
he saved his entire wage packet _
for 300 years?

Although there has been a
price freeze since 1972, this
does not affect new commodities
—s0 the wrapping is changed and

the price doubled or trebled. -

- Yhere axe also dramatic
shortages in the shops, for Poland
exports most of her produce. To
buy ham, one has to queue for
up to eight hours. .

These shortages, however, do
not affect people with foreign
currencies—there are special
shops for them—or those, such
as police or party members, ‘in
the know’.

Contrary

As Poland is still an industrial-
ly developing nation, there is no
unemployment. On the contrary,
workersare often expected todo
a l14-hour day, seven days a
week. - Overtime rates are the
same as basic rates.

You can’t go on strike against
the bad pay and conditions. The
possibility of strikes was never
envisaged in the constitution,
After all, who could possibly
want to go on strike when the
workers are in control?

The ruling bureaucracy say
they want to ‘strengthen the
economy’ (where have we heard
that before?) and so justify
shortages and low wages with

A mass meeting at the Zeram motor factory in support of the
October 1956 rising. This was never carried through—and the ruling

bureaucracy clamped down again.

Poland:

The

long queue
to socialism?

by a special correspondent

the ‘need to export’.

They argue: ‘The economy
has been expanding since the
war, but we must be competitive.
You must be prepared to make
sacrifices for the sake of your
country, your fatherland.

And so it goes on.. . . Why
hasn’t it changed? .

A strong feeling of nationalism
is the first way the excuse is
hammered home. The second
step is to make everyone accept
the situation by being ‘realistic’.
The third, and more important

process, is to make people believe

that protest is impossible.

This is achieved by close infil-
tration of all groups, and un-
restrained use of the army and

the police.
InPoland everyone knows it's
bad. Class consciousness is

strong. People don’t have to be
won over to a socialist way of
thinking. But everyone is terrified
of actually doing anything.

Faction

S0 how come the December
1970 uprising? One theory is

that it was all planned by a .

faction in the higher echelons of
the Communist Party as a solu-
tion to its internal problems.

A price increase was due to go
through with an increase in wages
early in 1971. But, the argument
runs, 20 per cent price rises were

f
AT THE

Tony Cliff's pamphlet on
the revolution in Portugal
is vital reading for anyone
looking for the road to
socialism—not justin -
Portugal, but-in Britain
or anywhere in the world

50p including postage
from

Sue Baytell, 8 Cottons
Gardens, London E28DN

announced earlier, in a bid to
depose Gomulka and his closest
advisors.

The increases were announced
just before Christmas 1970, when
food and money was obviously
important. Workers took to the
streets spontaneously — and
Gomulka sent in the troops.

Hundreds of men, women

and children were mown down
by the tanks. But the desired
effect was achieved, the theory
runs. Gomulka surrendered his
" position to Gierek. .

This is the most widely
accepted explanation of the
events. But it plays down the
role of the workers and plays up
the role of ‘sympathetic’ Party
bureaucrats like Gierek.

Drastic

So what are the prospects?
Unless there are drastic economic
changes, Polish workers will not
dare to challenge openly the state
bureaucracy, unless they are
prompted by similar struggles in
other countries.

Nevertheless, there are signs of
revolt. Last [Easter strange
posters appeared in Warsaw
showing Gierek' at the end of a
food queue. How and where were
they printed? Who stuck them
up? No-one knows.

Last year’s festivities for the
anniversary of the so-called
workers’ papers were disrupted
by so-called hooligans.

There have been several un-
reported and naturally unofficial
strikes in the ports of Gydinia,
Stettin and Danzig over the past
15 months.-

Signs

These are signs:of a growing
restlessness. Let’s- hope the
workers in the so-called People’s
Democracies can find suitable
forms of organisation to unite
themselves_and overthrow their

oppressors, the Polish party
puppets and their Russian
manipulators.

A small joke shows that the
masses are -aware of who is in
control. :

Kosygin and Brezhnev are
discussing the Polish premier’s
visit to the United States.
Brezhnev says: ‘Did you know
Gierek was presented with a gold
watch?’ Kosygin replies: *Really.
"‘Show me!” '
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‘Socialist Worker news...

d WHAT'S ON

By Sheila McGregor

editor, Womens Voice

WOMENS VOICE is organising a
massive rally on 29 November. It's a
call to action for every woman ang-
ered by the way the crisis always

——affects us firste

Some women are already fighting
back against cuts in school dinners
and lack of school buses for their
kids. As the cuts in social services
really bite, yet more facilities will go.

Jobs will be lost. And unemploy-
ment means women having to g0
without their second wage, looking
after men permanently on the dole.

Those of us who want to fight
back are looking for a lead in the
socialist movement.- That’s what
Womens Voice is all about.

The rally is for all working class
women wanting to fight, whether at
work or on the estates. They must
come, discuss the problems and plan
how to fight back. This is a chance
for us to build a women’s leadership
in the working class movement.

LIST

Each IS district must draw up a
list of women militants in the area
who should be approached to go to
the conference.

Male members must organise for
women in their factories to go to the
conference. - ;

Nursery and baby-sitling must be
organised in the districts, so that
every women can attend. That means
starting now with organisation:

Transport must be paid for by the
districts, and should also be organised
now.

THE SOCIALIST Workers Movement in
Ireland, have launched an appeal for £1000
for typesetting equipment of which the
International Socialists have agreed to
raise £400. We realise that, with our own
typesetting fund and the Portuguese fund
this will put an extra strain on our mem-
bers and supporters.

But with the growing loyalist threat
in the North and wholesale unemployment.
in Ireland, it is wital for the SWM to expand
the sales and influence of their paper. This
equipment will ensure a better and raore
regular appearance of The Worker. 3

We are asking for IS branches to send
£2 and for individual donations. Send
cash to P O'Brien, Corbridge Works,
Corbridge Crescent, London E2.

THE LATEST issue of Chingari in

Punjabi comes out this week. 1t is
packed with important articles—on the
crisis in India, Turkish workers in Britain,
the Labour government’s wage freeze, the
Portuguese revolution—and many more.
Get your orders in NOW to 8 Cottons
Gardens, London E2.

EACH Socialist Worker will contain

a special pull-out supplement next
week, listing many of the books now
available from the IS bookshops around
the country. Remember it's coming. Ask
your SW readers which books they want
to order. Get your branch to order a new
selection,

contingent of

shuffled out in embarrassment.
From the outset we were hem

as they were leaving. They picked

NOISS NATIONWIDE RALLIES

SOCIALIST WORKER "and the
National Organisation of IS Societies
has organised a series of rallies in
universities throughout the country,
from 22 Ottober to 1 November to
step up the fight for socialist ideas.

The rallies must be seen as the launching
pad for real socialist organisation which
can carry the argument at all levels in the
colleges: about Portugal and Spain; about
the need for socialist revolutionary organisa-
tion and for a real rank and file campaign
against the cuts in the education service.

The meetings NOISS has already
organised. have proved that these meetings
can be huge and enthusiastic—but only if
there is real preparation. Big meetings don't
just emerge if you put up a poster in the
entrance hall,

Every meeting must be advertised.with

a mass poster and leaflet campaign plus
arguments and discussion. 2%
Get to work now to make these rallies

a success.

Lunchtime Evening
Wed 22 October Lancaster Manchester
Thurs 23 Manchester Liverpool
Fri 24 York Leeds
Mon 27 Hull Sheffield
Tues 28 Reading S’hampton
Wed 29 Birmingham Birmingham,
Thues 30 Bristol Cardiff
Fri 31 UEA Cambridge
THE National Union of Polytechnic

Students’ Polytechnic Conference last week
was a resounding success for NOISS.
Traditionally the most militant sector of
students, the Poly delegates voted for
NOISS policy on Portugal and the Grants
Campaign.

SOME of the 300 Socialist Worker sup :
Home Counties picketting last Saturday’s National Front annual genera]
meeting ai Chelsea Town Hall. They were accqmpamed by a sizeable
plain clothes Special Branch officers, whi
distinguishable by their finely-cut leather coats and expensive shoes. One

steward pointed them out to the pic

med in by police who deliberately
jostled the crowd. After the picket, police swooped on demonstrators
' on two IS stewards—Richard Reiser
and John Rose. In all, 14 people 1 :
members. Most of those arrested have been charged with obstruction
and threatening behaviour and one or two with assault.

BUILD NOW FOR
JOMEN’S RALLY

PICTURE: Chris Davies (Report)

porters from London and the

who were easily

kets, and the Special Branch men

were arrested, including four IS

Socialist Worker
meetings

CLAY CROSS SW public meeting: Clay
Cross, the Labour Party and the struggle
for socialism. Speaker: Paul Foot. Thurs-
day 6 November, 7.45pm, Royal Volunteer.

NORTH WALES SW day school: Saturday
18 October. Sessions on the revolutionary
party and Portugal. Evening social. Details
from 1S branch secretaries or Graham
Coldwaell, Llys Hywel, The- Close,
Lianfairfechan, Gwynedd. All. SW sup-
porters and |S members welcome.

ENFIELD SW public meeting: Labour’s
attack on the workers. Speaker: Paul Foot,
Thursday 16 October, 8pm, Celbic Hall,,
‘Irvaancaster Road, Enfield. Buses 135, 231,

LOWESTOFT SW public meeting: The
Portuguese struggle for workers’ power.
Speaker: Rick oss (just back from
Portugal). Friday 17 October, 8pm, The
Norfolk (upstairs room), Denmark Road.

IMPERIAL COLLEGE SW/Chingari pub-
lic meeting: India. Speaker: Nigel Harris.
Friday 24 October 1pm, Civil Engineer-
ing Room 207 (South Kensington tube).

YORK SW public meeting: Workers and
the government cuts. Local NALGO
speaker. Thursday 23 October, 8pm, The
Lowther Hotel, Kings Staith, York.

CHELMSFORD SW public debate with the
Labour Party: Speakers: David Bunch (1S)
and Chris Funnell (Braintree Labour Party),
Friday 7 November 8pm, in. Braintree-
Place to be announced.

SOUTHWARK SW public meeting: The
Multinational Corporations. Speaker:
Joanna Rollo. Wednesday 79 October,
8pm, North Peckham Civic Centre, corner
of Peckham Park Road and Old Kent
Road, London SE15.

SOUTHWARK SW public meeting: The
Nationalised . Industries. Speaker:
Christopher Hird (author of Your
Employers'® Profits). Wednesday 12
November, 8pm, North Peckham Civic
Centre, corner of Peckham Park Road and
Old Kent Road, London SE15.

WAKEFIELD SW public meeting: The
struggle in - Portugal. Speaker: John
Charitan, Wednesday 22 October, 8pm,
Elephant and Castle, Westgate.

N W LONDON SW public meeting: The
crisis of the Labour government. Speaker:
Taony Cliff. Thursday 30 October, 7.30pm;
Willesden Junction Hotel, Station Road,
(Buses 260 and 266, Willesden Junction
Tube). All welcome.

E LONDON SW public meeting: Inflation,
Wages and Unemployment. Saturday 25
October, 1.45-5;30pm. Forest Gate school,
Forest Lane, Forest Gate.r Tea, creche
provided. Further information, phone 505-
0684, All SW readers welcome.

HACKNEY IS TEACHERS public meeting:
Building the Rank and File Movement.
Speaker: John Deason, Monday 20 Octo-
ber, 5pm, Duke of Wellington pub, Balls
Pond Road, N1 (junction of Culford Road).

LETCHWORTH WOMENS VOICE public
meeting: No return to back-street abor-
tion. Speaker: Sally Laver (MNational
Abortion Campaign steering committee).
Wednesday 22 October, 8pm, Letchworth
Labour Hall, Norton Way North,, :

DARLINGTON WOMENS VOICE public
meetingE: The social service cuts, Speakers:
A NUPE convenor (in a personal capacity)
and a housewife. Wednesday 29 October,
7pm, Public Library Annexe, Crown Street.

MID-HERTS SW public -meeting: The
Crisis—why Labour betrays the workin
class. Speaker: Mike Kidron. Thursday 2
October, 7.30pm, Beehive pub, off Landon
Road, St Albans,

CENTRAL LONDON UNIVERSITY S5W
public meeting: Labour, The Crisis and the
Social Contract. Speaker: Duncan Hallas.
Tuesday 28 October, 6pm, The Roebuck
gub, Tottenham Court Road (near Warren
treet tube).

NORTH LONDON DISTRICT SW public
meeting: Fight for the Right to Work.
Speakers: John Deason and Bill Freeman
Sar (NATSOPA, in a_personal capacity).
Thursday 30 October, 8pm, Golden Fleece,
Fore Street, Edmonton.

NORTH LONDON SW Grand-Hallowe'en
Dance: Don’'t miss the event of the year.
Bar extension, food. disco and special
Evans extravaganza—all this for £1. Friday
31 October, The Red Lion, Tottenham
High Road, N17. Organised by North
London District International Socialists.

EAST LONDON: At long last! The social
ou've all been waiting for. Inner East
ondon. district International Socialists

are having a social on Saturday 25 October

at St Hilda's East, Club Row, E2 (nearest
tube Bethnal Green). Music! Music! Music!
and booze! entrance 50p.

SW sales are up again

THE SALES of Socialist Worker
continue the sharp rise which has been
sustained for more than a month
now. Over the last two weeks, the
print order has risen by 4000—by far
the biggest jump since the general
election of February last year.

One of the most remarkable increases
has been in North London. Phil Marfleet
IS organiser, says: ’

“Two weeks ago we were getting 500
papers and were paying for slightly more
than half of them, This week we are taking
850 and are paying for 65 per cent.’

Phil also says that he has become the
SW organiser for the area. At a meeting of
full-timers last weekend, several people
argued that the full-timer in any area should
be the:Socialist Workeriorganiser, ©3°7) <4

THINGS ARE looking up again for
Socialist Worker in London’s Royal
Docks. Last summer, we were selling, on
average, about 40 papers a week. Now
we've pushed the number to around 75.

And you have to remember that in the
same time at least 1500 men have left the
docks, and a good few of them were
regular readers and supporters of Socialist
Worker. g —

The Royal Docks IS branch plans to
push sales up to the 100-mark by the New
Year. We're holding two meetings in the
dock in the next few weeks, one on the
problems facing the industry, and then, in
early November, Phillip Agee is going to
speak on the CIA in the trade unions.

All in all, we are reasonably confident
that we will boost both the sales of SW
and the membership of our branch, even
more byithe timé 1976 comes atound.’

NOfiss

AGITATOR out this week. Orders to
Paul Cunningham at Cottons Gardens.
Articles on Portugal, Spain, Abortion, the
Cuts, NUS, and Economics. Make sure
payment is prompt.

STUDENTS: Posters headed 'International
Socialist Society’ in red available by return
of post from John Cox, |15 Books, 224
Deritend High Street, Birmingham 12, Size
25in x 18in approx. Cost is £2.50 for 100,
including postage (minimum order 100
posters). Cash with orders only.

NOISS puBlic debate: Students and the
struggle for socialism. Speakers: Pete
Gillard, NOISS, and John Webster, Com-
munist Party (both NUS executive mem-
bers). Thursday 23 October, 7pm. Univer-
sity of London Union, Malet Street,
London WC1. Nearest tubes: Goodge
Street or Russell Square. X

NOISS needs money. We've already printed
thousands of Solidarity with Portugal
posters. We're bringing out a new copy of
Agitator. We're organising a national
speaking tour with Paul Foot. There's loads
of other things planned for later in the
term, And of course there are all the
other expenses—phone calls, circulars, train
fares. You can see how it mounts up. So
appoint someone in every IS Soc to make
sure the money gets in.

Send in: 30p from every NOISS mem-
ber for their card. The NOISS affiliation
fee from every 1S Soc. £1 levy from every
IS student. Rush these to: Dick Mungin,
NOISS Treasurer,c/o Students Association,

'Stirling University, Stirling, Scotland,

i1 I'possible. !

International
Socialists

S E LONDON IS DISTRICT student cell:
meeting to discuss perspectives for this
term. Maonday October, 7.30pm,
Thames Poly Student Bar, Thomas St
SE18. All members to attend.

WANTED: Socialist Worker Film Tour
needs driver/projectionist - (we can teach
you to operate the projector) to take
film and equipment round the country in
the first weeks of December. Expenses
paid. Phone Pete Marsden 01-739 9043,

WOMENS VOICE Factsheet on Abortion.
1p a copy plus postage or 75 for 50p
from SW Distributors, 8 Cottons Gardens,
Londen E2 8DN,

IS TECH STUDENTS or sympathisers
going to the Further Education Sector
National Canference of NUS please ‘phone
Simon Turner (01-739 1878) now.

IS BOOKS (London) require part or full-
timer. Send applications to IS Books, 265
Seven Sisters Road, London N4, with angr
relevant details, by 1 November 1975. 1
members only. .

SW LONDON SW irish Social: Saturday
25 October, Bpm-midnight. F orestersArms,
Mitcham Rd, Tooting Broadway. Dancing
to Irish music.

TWO comrades (couple) want accom moda-
tion in East London. Phone Richard,
739 1878.

.BOLTON DISTRICT IS Disco. Friday 24

October, 8pm, Balmoral Hotel, Bradshaw-
gate. Admission 30p.

SOCIALIST WORKER . needs someone
whao can translate from Czech. Do you
know someone in or around our organisa-
tion who can do this? Write to Laurie
Flynn, Corbridge Works, Corbridge Cres-
cent, London E2, or ‘phone 01-739 6361.

NALGO ACTION Group Coriference:
18/19 October, UMIST Buildings,
Manchester. All 1S: members in NALGO
to attend.

PORTUGUESE SONGS for socials in aid
of the SW Portuguese Solidaritg Fund.
35-minute cassette prepared by SW Agit-
Prop Group includes ‘'Grandola Vila
Moreno’, the song banned by the fascist
regime and used as signal for the 25 April
coup by Lisbon Radio. £1.50 plus 10p,
postage from Pete Marsden, 8 Cottons
Gardens, London E2 8DN. Proceeds to the
solidarity fund.

PLACARDS AND BANNERS from the
Portugal demonstration for sale to
branches and districts. CASH WITH
ORDERS ONLY. Placards 10p. Banner
£3. To arrange collection, phone 01-
739 1878. -

NATIONAL FRONT—The New Nazis.
Any IS branches that still have copies of
this pamphlet please return them urgently
to 1S Books, 265 Seven Sisters Road,
London N4. You will receive credit for
them. The pamfhlets are urgently re-
quired as orders for them are still coming
in and there are none in stock.

INTERNATIONAL SOCIALISM JOUR-
NAL: Issues 33, 36 through to issue 73
available at reduced rates. Price list avail-
able from International Socialism Journal,
8 Cottons Gardens, London, E2 8DN.

KEEP FLAME BURNING! Flame, Soclalist
Worker's new sister paper for black workers
in struggle. We need articles, interviews and
letters on all subjects, our brothers' and
sisters’ opinions of our first issue and sug-
gestions for future work., Send in money
collected from vyour sales NOW! Flame,
265 Seven Sisters Road, London N4,

ROUGE FETE—18/19 October: The LCR
(French section of the F1) is organising a
fete in Paris. A large number of political
organisations in Europe, including IS,
Lotta Continua, Revolucion, LO and AO,
have been invited to send. contingents.
There will be debates omr Women, Marxism
Today, the Economic Crisis, the Press/Mass
Media, Social Democracy and Portugal, a
pop festival in the evening. A creche and a
mini-forum for kids is being organised.
_Although 1S has major disagreement
with the F1 and many of the organisations
invited to the fete, this is an opportunity
to discuss with and influence their mem-
bers. 1S members and SW ' supporters
interested in going should contact the
International Sub-committee, 8 Cottons
Gardens, London E2 8DN as soon ds
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IN THE BBC, they get into
this silly argument about drama
versus documentary. Drama is
art, they say, and not really
about life.

So in a way, they don’t really
know how to cope with a Jim
Allen play, it's so far removed
from what they think of as life.

Look at the different way they
treated Days of Hope, and the
documentary that went out last
year on the General Strike. Did you
know that documentary was sche-
duled originally to be shown when
the miners’ strike was on?

But they withdrew it at two
weeks’ notice; because they thought
it was too explosive. Then they
showed it late on Friday night on
BBC-2, so it wouldn’t be seen by
too many people. The director of
that programme, incidentally, got
the sack over it.

Superb

So you might say they under-
estimate- the power of plays like
Days of Hope. They judge them on
their quality as drama, and that’s
where people like Garnett and
Loach and Allen stand up high:
they’re superb.

In fact most good modern play-
wrights are left wingers of one kind
or another. But most plays the BBC
produce are certainly not left wing.

It’s crazy to think the BBC is
run by lefties. Most of the plays
you see present a right-wing, middle-
class, suburban world—stuff to show
the middle class that their life is
true, that their world is real.

As soon as you show the working-
class capable of acting on its own,
being articulate, they can’t accept
that that’s true to life. Because it
frightens them, and threatens them.

by what was put over.

Loach cast some of the workers’
parts using trade unionists, not
professional actors.
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Days of Fear-for
the middle-class

PAM BRIGHTON (Sarah inTV’s Days

They could mentioned earlier.

Sarah and MP husband Philip Hargreaves: the BBC’s expensivefnd most explosivefdrama.

we all had books to read about the
period, and we were also shown
the General Strike documentary I

So they say it’s propaganda. But
all the stuff about middle-class life,
that’s not propaganda.

A lot of working-class people
have been stirred by what was put
over in Days of Hope, specially
people old enough to remember
those days.

I suppose it was aimed first of all
at Labour supporters and trade
union activists who- were sold all
the old illusions and who were

- really understand the politics behind

what they were playing.

The bloke who played Smith
comes from Barnsley, and was one
of those workers who put all their
life into the Labour Party. But he
broke with it about three years ago,
over the Rents Act sell-out.

And he’s close to IS now. Some
people of his generation have made
the break, you see.

When Loach brought us together

Sink

I was a bit concerned about the
woman I was playing. At the be-
ginning, she had a political cons-
ciousness, working with Lansbury
in the early days. But then she
seemed to sink into domestic life.

Dramatically it was good, be-
cause she could then step in during

the general strike.

betrayed. They are deeply touched

FOR thousands of young people denied any
serious socialist books, The Iron Heel* was.a
landmark in our political development. I remem-
ber being thrilled to find that a man whose
adventure stories were accepted reading at school
could also write so totally committed stuff. It
was my own road to Damascus.

The novel was first published in 1907: the
tragic prophecies that Jack London made in the
book have been cruelly acted out in countless

_ countries and decades since.

For The Iron Heel is about fascism. It is the
Germany of yesterday; the Chile of today.
Written in the form of a diary, it tells how the
ruling class'shed their liberal veneer to hold on
to their economic power.

BRUTALITY

The ‘diary’, supposedly written by the wife
of a socialist leader and discovered after the
socialist revolution, describes the brutality of the
repression which to begin with, is aimed only at
the organised working class but spills bloodily over
mto class genocide, destroying liberal academics,
farmers and small businessmen.

It describes how the Iron Heel uses different
sections of the confused lower middle class

—professional- actors and workers—

future. How it employs agents provocateurs to
incite workers to resist and then mercilessly
crushes that resistance. How a timely bomb
outrage can be blamed on thé socialists and used
to justify their suppression..

The novel also describes the heroic response
of the working class to the Iron Heel. It shows
how individuals are forced by the enormity of
events to take sides. It is London’s personal
testament to the courage and integrity of our
class.

But the book has definite and tragic faults.
London was a self-educated man; a one-time
pearl diver, sailor, boxer and prospector who
taught himself to read. Sadly, like many self-
educated men, he can’t resist proving it all the
time.

The language and style of the book is often
pondorous, stuffed with irrelevant detail and

against the workers only to. twncon themiin,the; ;. ‘educated] references. The openingichapters con-

| _MALCOLLINS-_J

At times in the middle episodes

]
i

of Hope) talks to Socialist Worker

I felt she was being used for light-
relief, while the fellows had all the
political scenes.

Logically she would have come
into contact with the East London
Women’s Federation "and Sylvia
Pankhurst. She could have gone on
and developed politically.

But on the other hand, a-whole
generation of such women did get
sucked into domestic passivity.

You have to decide what to
follow through. You can have an
accurate reflection of the situation.
Or you can raise the possibility of
such women achieving more, follow-
ing their rebellion through. These

“FASCISM'S IRON HEEL

tain London’s socialist ideas expressed through a
series of dinner conversations with suitably
stupid = opponents. The arguments against
socialism are shadows that our hero can easily
dispel.

More important, however, is London’s in- .

ability to describe the organised working class.
We are not told how the Socialist Party organises
or: what the American trade unions were doing—
a surprising omission when you think that in
1907 American trade unionism, under Samuel
Gompers, would make the CBI look like a red
plot.

RACIALIST

A 'son of the people he was, but Jack London
never held a union card in his life. Equally bad is
the complete absence of blacks. Odd that in a-
society obsessed with race, that the Iron Heel
should not use this most handy of. weapons to
split the working class. The reason is that London
himself was a racialist.

Warts and all, The Iron Heel is well worth
reading, if only to show how far socialist ideas
have come since 1907.

*The Iron Heel, by Jack London (Journeyman
Press) 75p. Available from IS Books, 265 Seven
Sisters Road, London, N4. Add 13%p for post-

Jiaggess sl Adtaghind

women were in touch with revolu-
tionary feminism.

I’'m not sure that by just showing
them sinking into subjection and
uselessness you don’t help carry on
the harm.

But in the last episode you did
see her coming into her own, be-
cause of her sense of having been
badly let down and betrayed.

In spite of loving Philip, she faces
the crisis of telling him he can go
his own way without her.

I felt a bit uneasy that the mass
of the people involved in the strike
weren’t shown enough. The play
concentrated on the sell-out at the
top.

Partly, of course, this is a ques-
tion of budget. They really over-
spent on the first two episodes, and
this was the most expensive thing
the BBC drama department has

done.

Focus

But, on the other hand, you can
be simply romantic if you just show
the strikers marching and organis-
ing. The point of this section was
to focus on the manoeuvre at the
top.
= The surprise for everyope was
the hysterical reaction to Daysof
Hope by the Daily Telegraph; They
usually keep a low profile. -

By kicking up such a stink they
made sure we' were in thecnews,
and gave the playdpublicity. They
must have felt so strohgly threaten-
ed that they blew it.

They just can’t bear to see the
truth. The BBC drama chiefs must
be feeling a bit confused. It was a
fantastic success. They've already
spld it to Germany for instance.
But it really stirred things up.

The question, I suppose, is will
they show it again, and if so when?

Pam Brighton was interviewed

o by Judjth.Condon... ...
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I LIKED your feature about North
London last week. It’s time some-
body woke up to what is happen:
ing around here. :

One of the troubles is that people
are so used to full employment that
they find it impossible to believe
that redundancy is here to stay. We
had a case here at Smiths the other
week, when 20 people in the tool-
room were sacked. Of course, these
included the best militants in the
toolroom.

There could and should have
been a fight about these sackings
throughout the factory. But the
workers, without a lead from any-
one, think that it’s just a small
matter—what’s 20 people out of
more than 1000, some of them
said. They’ll soon see as manage-
ment use, their victory in the tool-
room to smash their way into other
parts of the factory.

I hope the Brent Trades Council
sets up some committees like the
one you suggest which will bring
together all the convenors in the
area to fight every redundancy. You
just have to walk through this
area to see what strength we have if
only we came together to use it.—
AUEW member, Smiths, Crickle-
wood, North London.

Problem and solution: A cldsed-down
PICTURE: John Sturrock (Report)

Q

ngth 1s there to fight sackings

factory in North London plastered with posters calling for the setting up of a rank and file Engineers Ch‘arrer group.

Official silence

tohide Irish
prison beatings

THE British Home Office has recent-
ly decided not to give any more
information in reply to inquiries
about the treatment of Irish political
prisoners.

This decision, obviously not taken
at - civil servant level, follows im-

mediately on the recent disclosures
of the beating of prisoners in Winson
Green prison, Birmingham, the ap-
pearance of Sean Kinsélla in court in
Liverpool with a broken arm, the
appearance of Paul Hill at the 0ld
Bailey with a black eye, and the
admission of the Home Office through

1976

Big Red Diary
An illustrated political diary

This year it records wamen in histary, women at home,
and women at work. in words and pictures

£1

From baekshops

| Past free direct from Pluto Press
Unit, 10 Spencer Court
7 Chialcot Read
Londan NW1 8LH
telephone 01-722 0141

VICTORY TO THE

CHILEAN RESISTANCE

One year ago, on 5 October 1974,
Miguel Enriquez, general secretary of
the MIR (Movement of the Revolu-
tionary Left) was killed in resistance
in a suburb of Santiago. In homage
to him and in support of the growing
resistance, West London Chile
Solidarity Campaign has sponsored a
meeting THIS FRIDAY.
Speakers include Edgardo
Enriquez, former Minister of Educa-
tion in the Popular Unity government, ~
Neil Kinnock MP, an official MIR
speaker and a speaker from the Chile
Solidarity Campaign national executive.
Music and poetry recital ‘
Friday 17 October, 7om, Conway
Hall, Red Lion Squsre, London WC1.
Tickets 40p on the door

Buy aritd'sell tickets
NOW for,the
Socialist:\Worker
Christrhas Draw.

Promoter :.

SOCIALIST WORKER
SUPPORTERS’ FUND N¢

F. 1! Nichol,
8 Cottons Gardens, London, E.2.

All proceedy to the
SW Fighting Fund.
Send all meney
from tickets to

SW Draw, 8 Cottons
Gardens, London
E2 8DN.

SOCIALIST WORKER DRAW

25 inch COLOUR T.V. (including a licence)
PORTABLE COLOUR T.V. (including a licence)
STEREO UNIT AUDIO
109 BOTTLES OF WHISKEY

— PRIZFS —

RADIO

Under the Betting,
Gaming and Lotteries
Act, no employee or
ciose relative of an
employee of Soclalist
Worker Printers and
Publishers may enter

To be drawn on 20th- DECEMBER, 1975, .at Socialist Worker,
a Corbridge Works, Corbridge Crescent, Lendon, E.2.

. TICKETS 10p EACH .
Registered under the Betting, Gaming and Lotteries Act, 1963

the pages of the Daily Telegraph that
Gerard Hunter and Michael Shechan
had been assaulted in Wandsworth
Prison, South London. Other less
publicised incidents of physical and
mental harassment of Irish prisoners
fill our files.

Until September complaints to
Poy Jenkins brought a bland non-
committal reply from a Mr J T G
Evans at the Home Office who ap-
pears to be in charge of all Irish
prisoners. In September Mr Evans
announced that he would reply to no
more requests for information.

Last week a member of the
Prisoners Aid Committee was denied
permission to. visit a 17:year-old
prisoner, John Cleary inm Strangeways,
Manchester. John Cleary is on re-
mand and we have reason to believe
he is being ill-treated. No reason was
sgiven for the refusal and other visitors
leaving the prison confirmed that
rumours in the prison told of his
being beaten.

It is clear that the British authori-
ties are determined to build a wall of
silence around Irish prisoners. In the
case of Gerry Young, Eddie Byrne
and Martin Coughlan, friends who
had been ‘cleared’ by police and
allowed to visit have now been told
that they can no longer do so. No
reason has been given.

Some prisoners with families in
Ireland have very few visits as a re-
sult of these tactics and are isolated
at the mercy of the authorities—the
same authorities responsible for what
happened  in Winson Green last
November.

“ Anyone who remains silent now
in face of the evidence of a deliberate
policy to brutalise Irish prisoners
and to make them suffer isolation and
mental anguish will have only them-
selves to blame when the screams
from the cells are their own.—
JACQUELINE KAYE, Prisoners Aid
Committee; London, SE24- . . - . ..

WRONG
ABOUT
LABOUR?

YOUR COMMENTS on the
Labour Party conference (4
October) were wrong again. You
that the party had never
sunk so low.

But even acursory glance at the
conference voting trends would
show that it was the unions who
voted right-wing.

The party membership in the
constituencies has moved con-
siderably to the left. Get your
facts right. —ARTHIIR GEORGF,
London E1.

said

Pension scandal

THE government’s new pensions’
scheme will be operational some
years in the future.

There will still be a degree of
difference between low paid and
top paid. Single people on £20 a
week will receive £13.70; the top
paid on £81.20 will get £29.
Married couples will get pro-
portionate amounts.

At today’s prices, pensions are
not enough, but with the present
rate of inflation we will certainly
have died of starvation.

Why, on retirement, should we

have toaccept a greatly lower stan- -

dard of living? the pension should
be equal to your wage. And it
should increase according to rises in
the cost of living.

Yes, we need a socialist govern-
ment, not a conservative Labour
government. Socialist Worker is very
much in the way I think.—ARNOLD
ASHWORTH, Rochdale.

How can you
fight if you’re
1solated?

I WORK ids a nursing assistant at a
.psycho-geriatric hospital in East
Anglia which employs about 50
nurses, only about ten of whom are
trained.

Most of the nurses belong to

COHSE, but there is no shop
steward and never any union
meetings.

This week we had a unit meeting
at which the senior nursing officer
announced that the local Area
Health Authority did not intend to
employ any more nursing assistants
or even replace those who leave.
Only trained staff would be
replaced.

Once again, there was the same
old story. They had ‘overspent’ and
the present difficulties were
‘inevitable’.

We were allowed a few questions
on how we were going to cope with
this ‘crisis’,’ but nobody seemed
really concerned.

I have beenan IS sympathiser for
some time now, but everyone I.
work with seems disinterested or

_else confused about the political
aspects of the cuts in the National
Health Service.

And, as most of the staff have a
right-wing outlook anyway, T feel
terribly isolated as it is so easy to be
victimised. I was when I first started
the job about a year ago and, quite
frankly, I got really demoralised.

If only people would wake up to
the reality of how bad this crisis is—
and soon. What can one do in a
sitnation like this?—IS SUPPOR-
TER, Norfolk.

WHAT ABOUT THE PRP?

SOCIALIST WORKER’S reports
from Portugal are unrivalled among
the British press. One failing, how-
ever, has been the lack of coverage
of the PRP, the only revolutionary
group capable of leading the Portu-
guese working class to power.

The publication of the ‘Open
Letter to the PRP’ last week showed
the problems still to be overcome
before workers” power can be
achieved. Yet many readers must have

- ‘found: it eonfusing, given the lack: of

information previously about the
PRP, let alone the other groups
which comprise the Revolutionary
United Front (FUR).

This ‘Open Letter’ must be tol-
lowed by articles, alongside the re-
ports from Portugal, explaining the
reports from Portugal, explaining the
problems the PRP faces, both in its
own organisation and in its attempts
to build a mass revolutionary party.

~PETFE WATERS; London, E2.
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Well ask us!

Aworkers’
paper?

SOCIALIST WORKER calls for
solidarity with Portuguese workers.
But think how much stronger the
call would be if it was a better
paper. .
We need a strong, honest paper
that puts out the facts and analysis
in depth. Why not a Socialistscope
(like the Daily Mirror’s Mirrorscope),
columns called, perhaps, Factory
Floor, or Under the Desk, stronger
front pages, strong, imaginative lay-
out and variety in the way things
are written (SW often offers only
sermon articles).

"~ And lefs have consistent cam-
paigning. For instance, SW made a.
big thing about the Immigration
Act and how it would be used to
hound militant  Indians and
Pakistanis. It did the same with
Jenkins® Counter-Terrorism Act. Rut
SW cidn't link up or keep up the
campaign on either.

These are some of my sugges-
tions. Hundreds of other readers
must have ideas, too. You say you
are a workers' paper. Well most of
us readers are workers. Why not ask
US. Have a big questionnaire. Find
out. It’s easy enough.

I have a flame burning inside me.
Thousands more have. I see it, too,
in Socialist Worker. Don’t smother
it.

If Portugal’s workers are to get
solidarity, it will only be by using
your paper to make those flames
into a fire —_EAMON DOLAN,
Camden Town, London,

What do other readers think? Send us
your ideas.

POSTAL POINTS:

ALREADY one worker in 20 is unem-
ployed in Britain. There are no secure
jobs. Some o the population are con-
demned to enforced idleness and others
compelled to wark themselves to death.
Such is the logic of capitalism. The fight
for full employment and the right of
school leavers to be able to use their
talents, energy and skill in productive
work must be a prime political demand—
R W, Harlow. 2

L 2%

SOCIALIST WORKER is asking for new
ideas for increasing sales. Why not a
weekly two-page sheet given away or
flyposted? This would have a much
wider circulation and people would be
more likely to buy SW after reading it.—

R HOLLAND, Lancaster.

by John Clarke, NUPE con-
venor, Queen Elizabeth Hos-
pital, East London.

WE FOUGHT the cuts at our
hospital and we won. Last week
all 90 ancillary workers at the
Queen Elizabeth Hospital for
Children in East London went
on strike for three days.

We came out against the attempt
by the hospital management to carry
out drastic cuts. The NUPE branch
gained access to a letter to heads of
department from the house governor
which said cuts must be made ‘even
if by so doing the level and quality
of the service to patients is affected.’

It continued: *Examples of such
measures are: closing beds and sec-
tions of departments, not filling exist-
ing or imminent staff vacancies; cutt-
ing out overtime working by #ssential
staff; and stopping or severely cur-
tailing supportive seryices such as
pathological investigations. All pos-
sible measures, no matter how dras-
tic, must be carefully considered.’

We decided to go on token strike
for 24 hours to publicise the letter.
Standing on the picket line in the
Hackney Road, we handed out leaf-
lets to the public about what the
governors were trying.

The response was fantastic. People
came up to us and said: ‘We didn’t
know anything like this was happen-
ing.” ‘Is it really true?” ‘I can’t be-
lieve it’.’

One parent said as she came out
from visiting her child in hospital” ‘I
thought there was something up—
only two nurses in a ward of 40 beds.’
Another mother with her child in a
pushchair - took some leaflets and
said she would come back and join us.

Knockout

People stopped their cars and got
out. Two members of the Health
Service Employees Union (COHSE)
from Claybury joined us on the picket
line. The expression on people’s
faces was a knockout. It shows how
important it is to get bulletins and
leaflets out about what is happening.

After 16 hours we called another
meeting and demanded an inquiry
into the letter and a meeting with the
chairman of the board of governors.
She is Audrey Callaghan, wife of the
Foreigh Secretary, Harold Wilson’s
right-hand man, Jim Callaghan.
Management refused and we extended
the strike.

We sent out delegations around
other hospitals. St “Leonards in
Shoreditch promised support. Then
all the Hackney group of hospitals
promised to come out in support on
Monday.

Tenants on the local housing
estates came to the picket lines to
get information. Some of them got
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Local support helps hospital
workers’ picket beat the cuts

up a petition to support us around
the estates. And people were very
willing to sigh. In the local pubs
they put up collection boxes to
raise money for us.

Then on the third day-we with-
drew all essential services. This did
the trick. Management quickly con-
vened a meeting. They stated that
none of the proposed cuts would
take place at our hospital.

Management also agreed to give

N JRC
10"\
P

Delegates at the conference called by the Medical
Committee Against Private Practice last Saturday. The
500 delegates included miners from South Wales and
port shop stewards from Hull. They agreed un-
~ animously that they would return to their organisa-

us a detailed summary of action
that had been taken, and details of
the number of workers in depart-
ments where the Public Employees
Union (NUPE) has members. The
figures are to be given for two
‘separate dates. NUPE branch officials
are to be informed before manage-
ment makes any changes in the run-
ning of any section. And management
agreed fo give us more information
in negotiations when we requested

6.0

We beat the cuts because we had
a strong, well-organised trade union
branch, where all the members knew
what the cuts meant to their con-
ditions and jobs. We learnt that when
the public are told what is going on
they are behind us all the way. But
first we had to get out in the road
with the lgaflets. -

With - this .sort of support it
should be possible to build local
committee against the cuts, made up
of trade union bodies, and tenant
and community groups. United, these
committees can give every group of
hospital workers who come out
against the cuts the support we re-
ceived.

tions and work for the formation of local action
groups. Supporters of the Rank and File Organising
Committee have been working for such committees in
some areas already.

Hampshire:

Rob Silverstone, NUPE shop
steward, Royal Portsmouth

Hospital

HOSPITAL  workers at the Royal
Portsmouth Hospital heard of the latest

cuts to be made in our health service last
week—no replacement of nurses who

‘United action will win’

leave, reduction in student intake, and,
worst of all, the sacking of student
nurses on finishing their training. ~

That is the logic that runs through the
Department of Health—they spend three

years and thousands of pounds to train
nurses—then sack them!
We felt we couldn’t tolerate these

What we
stand for

SOCIALIST WORKER is a
revolutionary socialist paper that
seeks to organise its supporters
around the following principles:
Independent working-class action
We believe that socialism can
only be achieved by the indepen-
dent action of the warking class.

Revolution not reformism We
believe in overthrowing capital-
ism, not patching it up or gradu-
ally trying to change it." We
therefore support all struggles of
workers against capitalism and
fight to break the hold of re-
formist ideas and leaders.

The smashing of the capitalist
state The state machire is a
weapon of capitalist class rule
and therefore must be smashed.
The present parliament, army,
police and-judges cannot simply

be taken over and used.by the
working class. There is, there-
fore, no parliamentary road to
socialism. The working-class re-
volution needs an entirely dif-
ferent kind of state—a workers’
state, based on councils of work-
place delegates.

Work in the mass organisations
of the working class We believe
in working in the mass organisa-
tions of the working class, par-
ticularly the trade unions, and
fighting for rank and file con-
trol of them,

Internationalism We are inter-
nationalists, We practise and
campaign for solidafrity with
workers in other ‘countries,
oppose racialism and imperial-
ism, and fully support the
struggles of all oppressed peoples.
We ‘are.opposed to all immigra-
tion controls.

The experience of Russia de-
monstrates that a socialist revo-
lution cannot survive in isolation.
Russia, China and Eastern
Europe are not socizlist but state
capitalist. We support the work-
ers’ struggle in these countries
against the bureaucratic ruling
class.

The revolutionary party To

achieve socialism the most mili-

tant sections of the working class
have to be organised into a revo-
lutionary socialist party, and
Socialist. Worker aims to build
towards such a party by fighting
for a programme of political and
industrial demands that can
strengthen .the self-confidence,
organisation and’ socialist con-
sciousness of the working class.

WE ARE

For rank and file control of the
trade unions and the regular
election of all full-time officials.
No secre: negotiations. Alf settle-
ments to be voted on by mass
meetings. :

Far 100 per cent trade unionism,
Against all victimisations and
{ blacklisting. Against anti-trade
| unien laws or curbs on the right

SocialistWorker
IN THE STRUGGLE FOR SOCIALISM

Become a Socialist Worker Supporter—fill in the form on page ‘three.

to strike and on effective picket-
ing.

Against productivity or efficien-
cy deals. Against any form of
incomes policy under capitalism.

Against unemployment, redun-
dancies and lay-offs. Instead we
demand five days work or five

days pay, and the 35-hour week.

For nationalisation without com-
pensation under workers’' con-
trol.

For militant trade union unity,
joint shop stewards committees
at plant and combine level,

For the building of a national
rank and file movement which
will fight for these policies in the
trade union movement,

Against racialism and police vic-
timisation of black people.

JOIN

Against all immigration controls.
For the right of black people
and other oppressed groups to
organise in their own defence.

For real sotial, economic and
political equality for women,

Against all nuclear weapons and
military alliances such as NATO
and the Warsaw Pact. Against all
forms of imperialism, including
Russian imperialism.

For unconditional support to
all genuine national liberation
movements. -

For the building of a mass work-
ers’ revolutionary party, orga-
nised. in .the workplace, which
can lead the working class to
power, and for the building of a
revolutionary socialist = inter-
national.

proposals and a mass meeting was called
for Friday morning which was attended
by nurses, cooks, porters and domestics.
The feeling of the meeting was that
if these cuts were allowed to go through,

.then wards would be closed down, then

porters and domestics would also be
chopped. So the following resolution was
overwhelmingly adopted:

‘All hospital workers must be united
in the fight against the savage cuts in the
NHS. WE deplore the cuts in the nursing
staff in the Portsmouth and South East
Hampshire district. We also feel that all

, the unions should work together in every

way possible to prevent the decline of the
NHS.

Example

‘To set an example to other hospitals
of our determination to preserve the
Health Service, we agree that all hospital
workers at the Royal Portsmouth Hospital
will ban overtime, work to rule, and de-
mand a workers' inquiry into the hospital's
finance.

‘We do not expect to fight in isolation.
and issue a fraternal call to all trade
unionists in the Portsmouth afed fo res-
pond to our example, and ensure:a united
struggle to achieve a full eomprehensive
Health Service for the workers ifi Ports-
mouth and the community as a wiole.”

There is a tremendous  spirit in the
hospital to fight these cuts. Nurses and
domestics, who until now had nothing
to do with the unions, are prepared to
take actign in defence of their jobs and
their Health Service.

There is also a feeling that the divisions
which for so long have existed between

" the Health Service unions should be for-

gotten, and that all hospital workers
should unite in this fight. If we remain
united, and if we gain the active support
of trade unionists outside the NHS, then
we must stand a great chance of winning.
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STOP THE CUTS!

STRENGTHEN UNION DEMOCRACY!

Workers from GEC Coventry waorking in
Telecommunications'fobbving the House
of Commons last Monday. 4800 jobs are

threatened across GEC.

Other telecommunications workers

also face massive cuts. 2000 jobs are

going at Plesseys, 500 at Pye-TMC in

Dulwich, B700 engineering jobs are

going in the Post Office next year. STC

are closing their Larne factory and
sacking 760 workers
A meeting of delegates from-all

factories in the industry has been called
to discuss the crisis. It is in The Griffin,
Boar Lane, Leeds on Tuesday 21 Oct‘ober.

This meeting is vital for all tele-

. communications workers. Credentials

from A Marshall, 113 Long Lane,
Attenborough, Beeston, Notts.

Classified

Adverts for this column must arrive by '
first post Friday, eight days before
publication date. We cannot take

them over the phone. Send cash (5p

a word) with copy to Classified,
Socialist Worker, Corbridge Works,
Corbridge Crescent, London E2 9DS.
No invoices can be sent.

Victory to the MPLA! Zaire Troops
Out of Angola! Picket the Zaire
Embassy (Belgravia) Thursda 16
October, 1-2pm. Called by the Angola
Solidarity Committee.

Communally-owned house in Islington has
space for couple plus one child to join
five adults, two kids. Share of mortgage
£18 a week. Phone 01-607 3402.

Roy Jenkins releases information about
the beatings of Irish prisoners in English
jails. Prisoners Aid Committee, Box 100,
119 Railton Road, London SE24.

Rank- and File Teachers Social: Saturday
18 October, 8.30pm, City of London
Poiytechnic, Fairholt House, 102-105
Whitechapel St, E1l. Bar, music, 25p.
Nearest tube Aldgate East.

SPGB public meeting Thursday 23
October: Parliamentary Road to
Sacialism—a reply to the left. 8.45pm, the
Royal Oak pub, York Street off Baker
Street, London W1,

Revolutionary Communist Group Scottish
Regional Day School. Saturday B Novem-
ber in Glasgow, 1lam-5pm. Sessions on
inflation, the crisis, and the post-war
boom, and the tasks and methods of
revolutionaries. For further information
and suggested readings write to RCG, 49
Railton Rpad, London SE24.

Socialist Teachers Conference: 25-26
October, Saturday at Argyle School,
Tonbridge Road, London WC1, Sunday at

Conway Hall, Red Lion Square. 10.30am
start on both days. Discussion on-educa-

tion cuts, Healey's measures and un-
employment. £1 admission. Creche
available.

Rank and File Teachers delegate con-
ference on education cuts: the extent and
effects of the cuts so far, the cuts and the
economic crisis, fighting the cuts. Saturday
18 October. 10.45am-5.30pm, Polytechnic
of North London, administrative building,
Holloway Rd, N7. Delegates invited from
NUT Assgciations, school branches, Rank
and Fite 'groups and other trade union
bodies.)! Credentials and information: B
Peach, 18 St Agnes Close, London EO9.
Organli_%e\d by Rank and File Teacher and
supporféd- by Mational Rank and File
Organising Committee.

London. Revplutionary Communist Group
public meeting: 'Chris Davies and Frank
Richard$on the Trade Unions, the Left anc
the Crisis. Tuesday 21 October, 7.30pm
Conway Hall (Holborn Tube).

CONFERENCE ON PALESTINE and rally
in support of Palestine and Dhofar,
October 25-26, sponsored by Strathclyde
Students Association. Conference suppor-

ted by Arab Students Union, CAABU|
(Scotland), GUPS. (Glasgow, Palestine
Action. Invited speakers Said Hammami

(PLO), Syrian Ambassador, Fred Halliday,
Akivah Orr, Ghada Karmi, Andrew,
Faulks MP. Details from Organising Com-
mittee, Strathclyde Union, 90 John Street,
Glasgow G1.

PLAN WILLKILL
2600 JOBS

(110da ) PAEIM MBUPUY (94N1dLy

by Murray Armstrong

COVEMTRY:—The Chief Nfficer of Warwick-
shire Countv Counci! has drawn up a ‘crisis plan’
—a list of cuts in spending to be made in ‘an
emergencv’. This plan is to ba presented to the
county council this month. -

The plan is a list of 142 services where cuts can be
made, in order of priority, so that the government stand-
still in local authority spending for next year can be
carried out, and so that the council can cut back ‘in the
event of a crisis’,

Details of the plan have been kept secret by the Tory-
controlled council, but sections have been leaked to the

1614 part-time workers would lose their jobs. It means
massive cuts in education and youth grants, ten per cent
off the youth service and £83,000 from school equip-
ment, materials and books.

It means 15 per cent cuts in the fire service, such
that national fire standards could not be met.

It means seven libraries would be closed and all the
others put-on short time.

It means that 1322 school meals assistants would be
sacked, with the remaining teachers and older children
expected to fill the gap.

PICKET

local Tory paper. They mean:

® Five-year-olds would not be admitted to school.

@ Schools and libraries would be closed.

@® Road and street lighting maintenance would be cut.
@ School dinner supervisors would go.

@ Homes and hostels would be closed.

@ Lollypop crossings would go.
@ Fire brigade services would be cut.

All this means redundancies too—998 full-time and

We are told that this plan is only for ‘an emergency’.

The plan would save £6% million, but for the council a

‘no growth’ policy means a cut-back of £7 million. So

they mean to go ahead with it.

This means that as a matter of urgency the cuts have
to be fought. A combine committee covering the whole
area has to be built and the redundancies and cuts

Croydon teachers face sack

CROYDON:—Two teachers at Croydon
Technical College were told last week
that they are to be made ‘redundant’,
Both teach in the printing department—one
is its head, both are in their early sixties
and would be unlikely to get other jobs.
One has worked 20 years in the college
and the other 13 years.

The sackings are a result of cuts im-
posed on the college by the local council,
which has closed down poorly-attended
courses but which would not let popular
courses be expanded.

The Rank and File Teachers Group in
the college has decided to press for an
all-out strike if the redundancies are con-
firmed by the governors. The technical
teachers’ union branch (ATTI) will be
asked to lobby the governors’ meeting, to
demand a guarantee of no redundancies,

“and to get the college closed down on the

afternoon of 21 October so that staff and

“students can participate in the TUC lobby

of parliament against education cuts.

The governors ought to support the
lobby, because they all blame the govern-
ment! In a recent letter to the Croydon
Advertiser, the Conservative chairman of
the education committee suggested that
teachers ‘should use their energy in making

every effort to induce the government to
deal justly with this borough’.

We shall see whether or not he really
meant it.

The sackings and the cuts this year are
the thin end of the wedge. If a report
recently discussed by the education com-
mittee is adopted, the education budget
could be cut by £2 million next year,
That means the loss of 400 teaching jobs
and increasing class sizes back to the
1968 level.

An action committee of teachers,
parents and students has been set up to
fight the cuts, Technical college teachers
will be looking to this committee, and to
the rest of the trade union movement in
Croydon, for maximum support

relentlessly opposed.

CALL FOR BAN ON
BIG CLASSES

GATESHEAD:—A second meeting of un-
employed teachers here last week decided

_that ‘the NUT should immediately ban

classes of more than 25 in secondary
schools, including reception classes, and 30
in junior schools. This is crucial if educa-
tional standards and jobs are to be saved.
This is one way employed teachers can

fight for the unemployed. It was also .

stressed that married women teachers have
as much right to re-employment as newly-
qualified teachers have to a job, and both
have to be fought for.

These demands must be campaigned
for by the NUT. The Rank and File
Teacher Conference on the Cuts this
weekend must organise the fight to stop
more teachers losing their jobs.

Social
workers

strike to aid
homeless

family

by DereK Relph, secretary of the
Social Services shop stewards’
committee, Tower Hamlets NALGO
EAST LONDON: 55 social workers
came out on strike for half a day last
week in protest against the appalling
homeless situation in the borough of
Tower Hamlets. In particular we were
striking against the inhumane treat-
ment given to one homeless couple
with a five-day-old child.

For two days the management and
council had tried to force the family into a
bed and breakfast hotel. Two weeks earlier
they had given an ‘unconditional guaran-
tee’ that a flat would be made available as
soon as the baby was bomn. They broke
their promise.

The response of the social workers was
to squat the family in their office. Magical-
ly a flat appeared but, according to
management, it could not be ready for
one or two days. Furthermore, if the
family continued to squat, a high court
writ of eviction would be sought and
their flat allocated elsewhere—naked
blackmail!

Neither the workers or the family gave
in under these threats.

Management buckled and the family’s
demand for a written guarantee of housing
the next day was met.

Sc incensed were our members, how-
ever, that next morning the Bethnal Green
workers voted to walk out. Another 30 in
other area offices followed suit despite
only one hour's notice.

It is now union policy in the depart-
ment not to admit children under one
year old to hostels. We mean to stick to it.
There are at this moment in Tower
Hamlets 150 homeless families in hotels.
I'hey spend an average of nine depressing
months there before being rehoused.

This situation is getting worse for
Tower Hamlets Council estimated spend-
ing levels in 1975-76 is £50,000. This has
just been revised to £485,000—more than
a tenth of the department’s annual bud-
get. So where are the savings, in this era
of nil growth, to be made?

Our stewards’ confmittee intends to
find .out and to campaign for no admis-
sions to hotels. Only this way can our
council be faced with the consequences of
its rotten policies.

Lobby ‘being
sabotaged’

THE call by the South East regional
committee of the TUC for a lobby of
parliament against the cuts on Tuesday 21
October has been given official backing but
no serious official support.

The National Union of Teachers is
committed to supporting the lobby. But
when one executive member, Dick North,
a supporter of the Rank and File teachers’
group, moved a half-day stoppage so that
teachers could jpin the lobby, he was
defeated. Opposition to the resolution was '
led by Max Morris, a prominent member
of the Communist Party.

Roger Cox, secretary of the Rank and
File Organising Committee, said: ‘The call
is being sabotaged. Almost no work has
been done by union executives or by the
TUC regional committee. Union members
aren’t some sort of stage army that can be
marched out and marched back at will.

Lindsey German, of the International
Socialist students’ organisation, NOISS,
said: ‘The NUS Executive is officially
backing the call for the lobby. But they are
doing very little about it. All NOISS
members should attend, and should try
and get their local student union to organise
maximum support. IS Society banners and
NOISS placards should be brought to the
lobby.”

Assemble Speakers Corner, Hyde
Park, at 2pm for a meeting and march
to the lobby.

Rally organised by the Centre for
Educational Advance at 7pm, Central
Hall, Westminster.

TRAIN DRIVERS STRIKE FOR A DAY

SEVERAL hundred train drivers staged a one-day strike last
Sunday in the opening shots of a battle against cuts.

The men, members of ASLEF at Stratford, Ipswich and
Norwich, effectively closed down  the Eastern R
one: ‘Management wanted to cut back on services
the week. We negotiated and they backed down—on every thing

ion. Said
roughout

- worse services for the public. We're fighting on both fronts.’
British Rail, who insist overmanning is the reason for their
problems, are in fact short of staff on the Eastern Region as in
most other places. The lack of drivers already means weekday
services being cut. Now they want to cut back even further. But
action such as that by ASLEF members last Sunday can begin

except the Sunday services. So we came out. We know the cuts
will mean still fewer jobs for us. But they will also mean still

to put a stop to their plans to decimate jobs and increase chaos
for the travelling public.
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FOR SHOP FLOOR CONTROL! STOP THE SACKINGS!-

Treachery by Triumph convenor

don’t intent to honbur?’

COVENTRY: The sit-in at Triumph by members
of the clerical workers’ union, ACTSS, is con-
tinuing. Management is refusing to put the
results of a grading exercise into operation be-

cause they are favourable to: the workers.
agreed as part of the 1975 wage
deal, which said the resulis ‘shall be implemented’.

But the exercise was

In advance

As picketing became more effective, stewards from
the shop floor who were worried about the effects on
production, approached the strikers last week. They
although
Workers® Union convenor Eddie McGarry had been told

knew little about the strike,

a week in advance.

he arranged

Transport

By Barry Collins, ACTSS shop steward

McGarry has tried to get us to go back to work while
negotiations. He also got Alan Law, ihe
TGWU full-time official, to tell drivers that the picket
was unofficial and they could cross.

Some- ptoduction stewards threatened to escort
lorries through the pickets. In the face of this treachery,
one of the ACTSS branches produced a leaflet arguinﬁ
their case. This led to suppon from the shop floor whic!
undermined the stewards’ threats. :

Jim Mahers, another ACTSS shop' steward, told get?
Socialist Worker: ‘We are forced to comply with formal
agreements, but they seem to think they can make
arbitrary decisions. Why do they make agreements they

‘THE MEN OF MONEY

BEHIND AUEW RIGHT

By Laurie Flynn

VOTING started last week in the
crucial Engineering Union elec-
tions—amid an astonishing cam-
paign by millionaire ‘demo-
crats’.

One after the other, top business-
men have been falling over
themselves to plug right-wing candi-
dates.

And the ‘freedom fighters’ num-
ber some of the most bitter and
outspoken enemies of trade

unionism. Men such as:

ALASTAIR BURNET, £30,000-a-year
editor of the Daily Express and intimate
of Ted Heath.

He privately circulated advance copies
of a speech to the Conservative Political
Centre with a covering note to all news-
paper radio and television editors,

The speech—which stressed that union .

-elections were ‘more important than any
parliamentary by-election and most elec-
tions for-control of a city or a county™
was the signal for a deluge of press
propaganda.

‘OPINION POLL

Burnet’s own paper carried a witch-
hunting article last Wednesday on the
left in the AUEW, Then, the next day, it
carried the full text of his speech.

That day, too, JIMMY GOLDSMITH,
multi-millionaire  boss, of Cavenham
Foods and associate of Rothschiids and
the Beaverbrook bosses published his own
privately commissioned ‘opinion poll’
on democracy in the trade unions. It
cost him £5000.

This gentleman, a close friend and
intimate of vanished Mussolini admirer
Lord Lucan is, of course, elected by no-
one. But he has done his bit for the
right wing in the AUEW and for himself
and his big business friends who des-
perately wanta bosses’ union.

This involvement of top businessmen
in the AUEW election may help to ex-
plain the sudden financial flourishing of
the extreme right wing organisation
Truemid, which was set up with the
collaboration of former British intelli-
gence - man COLONEL DAVID
STIRLING. :

NEEDED

Truemid have, suddenly, expanded to
the point where they can afford six full-
time organisers in their London offices.
They have also arranged for three trade
union card-holders to campaign full-time
for the right in the AUEW elections.

Time off—with pay, Socialist Worker
understands—has been granted by their
employers, leading engineering companies
in the Midlands. Personnel, of course,.is
badly needed. : : .

Secretary of Truemid of Ron
MecLaughlin, former personal assistant
of AUEW “leader Jack Tanner.

Boyd openly works with top business
leaders through the Working Together
campaign, set up and funded by the
extreme Tory outfit Aims of Industry.

WORKERS at MK Electric in North
London where Engineers Charter local
candidate Alan Watts works, have found
a way to organise against the tremendous
press propaganda in support of the right.
When photostats of a witch-hunting
article in the Daily Express were. circu-
lated in the plant, they underlined the
obvious contradictions in the argument
and pinned it up on the notice board.
They also added a well-argued reply.
This proves that real workplace demo-
cracy can deal with the intrigues of the
bosses. )
e o

Bill Bell, an ACTSS shop steward, to'd Socialist
Worker:. ‘It’s a disgraceful state of affairs when a so-
called trade unionist can threaten us with having his-
stewards escort lorries through the picket line.

Support promised

Not content with that, McGarry has contacted
the convenor of Harpers Transport, who bring the body
shells ffom Liverpool, and asked him to get his men to
come through. Naturally he refused. How low can you

I‘At the York (BLMC Combine meeting) we were
promised support from all the convenors except the
two in our factory, McGarry and Griffin".

Colonel Stirling: Yes,
_ he’sin there,too

Sturrock (Report)

ON THE PICKET line at Louis Newmarks, Ipswich. This is
the second week of an official equal pay strike for a rise of
between £14 and £15 a week. Production is at a standstill.

The women'’s ‘take-home pay is £21 to £23 a week for
skilled and semi-skilled office jobs. They all joined TASS in
July and, with the support of Tony Foley, Divisional Organis-
er of TASS, set up a picket line on Monday. !

A mass meeting of the men decided to join them on the
picket line and thay say they will not return to work until the

dealt with.

women get a fair deal, even if the men’s own bonus claim is

Management say the Equal Pay Act does not apply to the
,women here, as no man does their job, but as Norma Eltringham,
the spokeswoman, said: ‘It’s not surprising, no man would do
our job for the wages we get, we shouid at least get the same as
the semi-skilled men in the factory.’

So far all management have offered is the same pay as the
lowest-paid man, who was retired and made the tea,

Ladbrokes: This way to victory

GLASGOW: The strike by 280 members
of the Transport Workers' Union at
Ladbrokes has moved into its 17th
week. Despite the determination of the
strikers, Ladbrokes have re-opened
several betting shops in the West of
Scotland with scab staff.

But in one area in particular ‘the
workers have shown how the Ladbrokes
empire can be beaten. The Easterhouse

shop in Glasgow, the biggest in Britain,
had only 50 customers on Saturday
because of an eftective picket line sup-
ported by trade unionists. 3

This is the key to victory. Calls
by -officials of the Clyde district of the
CSEU, the TGWU and the Boilermakers,
while welcome, are not enough.

Only if financial and physical sup-
port is raised in the rank and file of the

WALTER LAWRENCE BATTLE

LONDON: Work stopped on the Walter
Lawrence site in Lower Thames Street,
on Monday as a mass meeting voted
unanimously for the unconditional rein-
statement of two crane drivers.

The drivers were made redundant last
Friday. Kerrby Cranes, their employers,
refused to discuss alternative jobs.

Last November, the drivers were in
the forefront in organising the site.
They they were sent letters threatening
that after this job was over they would
never, again work for Kerrby.

Now the firm is taking its revenge.
There are still jobs for the drivers, but
they are being sacked to soften up the
other trades, who will soon be affected
as jobs on the site come to an end.

Every union, and all sub-contractors’
men-were at the mass meeting, and on
the first day of the strike a promise
to black a Kerrby crane on the Tarmac
site in Brixton was received.

We demand unconditional reinstate-
ment, and ask other building workers to

black Kerrby Cranes, or tell us where
they are so we can picket them.

For information, or messages of support,
contact: Convenorsteward, F Westerman,
27 Buckingham Road, L.ondon, N1T.

LAMBETH: Building workers on the
Roberts site in Kennington Lane are on
strike for the immediate sacking of a
foreman who assaulted two steel-fixers,
one a Transport Workers’ Union shop
steward. Management want to sack the
two.

The men have formed a joint shop
stewards’ committee for all council sites in
South London, If management won’t sack
the foreman, they’ll. call a strike in the
whole area.

Says the T&G steward, Michael
Brook: ‘See the difference. The Shrews-
bury lads get sent away for two and
three years for suspicion of assault which
was never proved, This foreman assaults
two men in front of 30 witnesses, and

. the boss wants him to stay at work’.

trade union movement will the strikers
win. :

Donations and messages of support to
Michael Docherty, Ladbrokes Strike
Committee, 214 West Regent Street,
Glasgow. This Saturday the strikers are
looking for support on the picket lines
at shops still open in the City- Centre

and at Easterhouse.*All SW readers in

Glasgow are urged to help.

Motor
industry:
Now let’s

fight back

THE FIGHT-BACK in the motor
industry is under way. On Saturday
15 November; all four combines,
together with workers in component -
factories are meeting in Birmingham.

The conference has been called by the
Rank and File Organising Committee as
part of their campaign to fight back
against sackings and redundancies.

A new fact sheet prepared by the
organising committee shows that the
car companies are planning cut backs
on manning in 1976 of between 11 and
15 per cent.

Another 150,000 to 200,000 jobs
will be lost along with the 200,000

. already gone. The fact sheet says: ‘It

will be difficult to do this through
‘voluntary’ rtedundancy alone. Some
manufacturers are planning large-scale
sackings.’ SRR

All active trade unionists in the motor
industry should attend the conference,’
especially since the attempt to form a
national shop stewards’ organisation in
the industry has broken down.

Losing

Frank  Henderson, Sheet Metal
Workers' shop steward at Austin
Longbridge, told Socialist Worker:

“The major companies are suddenly

.pushing workers’ participation with ore -

hand and pushing further redundancies
with the other. We've got to fight against
losing what independence from the
management we've still got. 2
‘And that’s why the 15 November

- Rank and File Motor Industry Meeting

is so impoMant. It'll give us the opportu-
nity to discuss a real fighting programme
with militants from right across the
industry.’

CRISIS IN THE MOTOR INDUSTRY
1p fact sheet produced by supporters of
the Rank and File Organising Committee
Committee in -the industry. Postage
extra—bulk orders, 100 plus, post free.

NATIONAL RANK AND FILE
MEETING
Crisis in the Motor Industry
Saturday 15 MNovember, Digbeth
Civic Hall, Birmingham, 11am-5pm.
Credentials 50p from the Organising
Committee, 46 Prince George Road,
London N16.

‘We'll resist
Dale’s sackings’

NORTH LONDON: Workers at the John
Dale factory have been told that it will
shut, section by section, -over the next
nine months. This will mean another 600
jobs to add to the 460 lost at Dales in the
last eigh t months.

This has nothing to do with falling
orders. Production is being moved to
sites at Bury, Skelmersdale, Hudders-
field, and Colney, London. :

Engineering Union steward Khan

soiced the workers’ anger: ‘It was a
terrible shock—the way it was done
without consultation, Many of the em-
ployees are above 40 years, and it will be
impossible for them to get jobs in a
hurry. :
‘We on the shop stewards committee
have told management we will oppose
closure of the factory by whatever met-
hod we can. The whole situation is
diabolical. We intend to fight.”

by a Strathclyde community worker
SCOTLAND:—For the -2% million
people who live in, the Strathclyde
region, local government services are
grossly inadequate—this was confirmed
by - official social work education
reports last week.

The region has 287 social workers—
the official government target is 1030,

There are only 1189 places in
children's homes. The government re-
quirement is 2791. 40 new homes are
needed to reach this standard.

There is a shortage of more than
500 places in old people's homes,

450 extra full-time home helps are

Strathclyde

‘shock’ report

needed. -

11 new centres for children under
sechool age who need care have to be
built,

There's a shortage of 1025 secon-
dary school teachers. i

These reports should not shock
anyone, What is significant is that they
appear at a time when 'the Labour
government is hellbent on slashing
public spending. 3T gt

BIRMINGHAM WOMEN WIN

BIRMINGHAM: The ten-week strike by nine women at Power Development has
ended in victory. They have been reinstated with recognition for their union, the
AUEW. And they have won a minimum of 80p. an hour (instead of 50p), four
weeks’ holiday with pay, shorter hours, tea-breaks and a longer lunch break.

The strike was well supported financially, not only by the AUEW members,
but also by members of other unions, notably the Transport Workers® at Ansells
brewery. [t shows what determination can win, even in a small firm.
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NOW THE SOLDIERS
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BOTH SIDES are arming—fast. On one side, the workers and
rank and file soldiers. On the other, the wealthv and the
privileged, and the political parties that support them, ranging
from the extreme right to the so-called Socialist Partv.

They believe that they have a god-given right to control industry, the
banks, the radio stations, the newspapers and, above all, the army.

More and more their attention is concentrated on the army. Every
day, sometimes several times a day, they issue communiques ordering
soldiers not to support left-wing demonstrations, commanding the
radio stations not to report the decisions of soldiers’ meetings.

' These lovers of the freedom of- information and the press have
-sent in commando shock troops—armed to the teeth—to control the
Radio Renascenca broadcasting mast. They have also sent them into

the CICA barracks in Oporto.

Despite this, the rank and file revolt in the army is spreading
wonderfully. The rank and file soldiers evicted _from the CICA
barracks immediately occupied the RASP Heavy Artillery barracks
nearby. They seized the artillery as well as the barracks. And, in place
of right-wing officers, they have elected representatives, their own

representatives, to give orders.

They have received massive support in Oporto and
in the Central Military Region to the South. Last
Thursday, in the university city of Coimbra, 2000
soldiers and 15,000 workers marched on a démonstra-
tion called by the rank and file soldiers’ organisation,

SUV.

OWN MOVEMENT

The rank and file movement has also been
growing in the air force, traditionally a safe preserve
of the right wing. Rank and file airforcemen refused
last Friday to take part in the officer dominated Air
Force Assembly and also made it clear that they were

going to build their own movement.

Regular meetings are now being held of deleggites
from 16 out of 20 military units in the Lisbon region.

Most delegates are privates.

At Bairolas, where most of the arms supplies are
concentrated, soldiers have voted not to allow any
more arms to leave the dump. They took this
decision after reports that the government wanted to
put the arms into the hands of ‘reliable’ units.

‘Revolution the
only solution’

THE STRENGTH of the left lies not only in the rank
and file soldiers’ movement but in the working class,
as last week’s half-day strike of 200,000 metal-
workers showed. The union’s call was followed even

in the most reactionary towns in
the North.

The most widespread slogan
among the working class is ‘For
Popular Power’. But the slogan is
capable of at least two interpreta-
tions. :

For the revolutionary left, it
means a structure of rank and file
councils which will completely
replace the present set-up in the
factories, estates and barracks.

| PAGE FIVE: |
The faee of
revolution

But many workers are still not
prepared to go all the way with
this. The Communist -Party, still
very influential in the workers’
movement, give the slogan a dif-
ferent meaning.

For them, rank and file pressure
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PORTUGAL: On-the-spot reports
from Robin Ellis and Chris Harman

MOVEMENT |
SPREADS

Revolutionary soldiers on the march in Oporto: their movement is spreading to the air force =

- Soares incites

should be put on the Sixth Provi-
sional Government to win small
changes and concessions.

In line with this approach, the
Communist Party is raising the
slogan ‘No to Civil War’. But the
right -has already shown it is pre-
pared to use force to profect its
interests.

Reality

In reality, the only way to
prevent a repetition of the bloody
disaster of Chile is to prepare the
armed force of the working class.
As an SUV speaker put it to the
Coimbra march:

‘The only way to prevent civil
war is by preparing to fight to the
end against capitalism . . . to fight
for the conditions which allow the
replacement of the bourgeois army
by the armed wing of working
class power.’

Back-street Abortion Kills!
Free Abortion on Nemand

Counter demonstrate to SPUC.
Speakers Corner,
1pm, Sunday 19 October. i

Bring Womens Voice and IS
As many IS members and

supporters as

O9 Ve

Marble - Arch, |

the middle-class

THE SO-CALLED Socialist Party
moved ‘in hard in Oporto last
Friday against SUV, the growing
rank and file organisation in the
army.

Mario Soares addressed a
demonstration supporting discipline
and opposing democracy in the
armed forces.

The left feared that the events
of the previous evening would be
repeated, Then right wingers had
attacked the RASP barracks and
troops had opened fire on the left.
So on Friday night the Ileft
organised. 30,000 strong they came

‘to the RASP barracks which the

soldiers had occupied and then
smothered in red-flags.

United

‘Soldiers always; but always, on
the side of the people’ was the cry.
‘Workers, peasants, soldiers, sailofs—
united we will win’.

A soldier from SUV spoke: ‘We
will fight side by side. For in
victory or defeat we are the people.
We are the majority. When reac-
tionary soldiers talk about disci-
they mean their discipline,

their orders for us to act against
the people.’

This was the discipline Soares
was upholding at the nearby
Socialist Party demonstration. He
sought to inflame the passions of
the middle class.

His words were quickly translated
into deeds by the crowd, The offices
of two left parties were immediately
dttacked by members of extreme
right-wing organisations who now
use the Socialist Party as cover, and
who wear Socialist Party badges.

The great crowds at the RASP
barracks held firm, refusing to be
drawn by what they saw as a
deliberate provocation.

But the lesson was not lost on
them: these marauding attacks will

" - cease only when the workers and

soldiers have sufficiently expanded
their own power and armed forces.

BOYCOTT FRANCO'S SPAIN
STOP THE REPRESSION

March. this Saturday, 18 October,
Assemble 2pm, Speakers Corner and
march to Trafalgar Square for 3.30
meeting to be addressed by Bob
Edwards MP and George Anthony.
AUEW,

Organised by the Committee against
Death Sentences in Spain.




