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SIXTEEN
JOBLESS
-AND

BLOODY
ANGRY!

PETE MULLER, 16 from Clapham.
‘I can’t get a job. My mates can't.
‘We're told we all have to make

sacrifices and pull in our belts. But the

Queen can still afford to pay out

hundreds of thousands on a country

estate for Princess Anne.

‘Some people blame black people
for uriemployment. That's a load of
crap. They were brought here after the
war to do jobs white people didn’t
want—Ilow-paid ones like working on
the buses and trains or in hospitals.

‘There were millions unemployed
before the war—and hardly any blacks
here at all.

‘From what I can see the trade union
leaders have done sod all to fight
unemployment. If we're going to fight
unemployment we'll have to do it
ourselves.

‘That’s why I'm going on the Right
to Work march in September.

‘And that’s why I'm going to try and
talk my mates into coming with me’.

NORMA PAGE, 16, from Brixton.
‘T applied for 20 jobs. I got two
interviews but no offer of a job.
‘None of my friends have jobs.
Some of them are trying to stay on at
school—just so they have something
to do.

GERALD HICKEY, 16 from
Southwark:

‘Castle House Youth Employment
have sent me after a few jobs, One was
with tyres. One was in a bottling plant.
Six people were after the one job, and
it wasn’t even a decent job.

‘I would rather be working. Who
wouldn't? Seven quid dole money.
That's gone by the moment it comes.

‘About this march in September. It’s
a good idea, I reckon. It might get
unemployment down. Or the TUC
might be just like the social security.

‘Tll goif my mates go. None of them
have got jobs'.

A CHEMIST advertised two dozen
jobs as cashiers and shelf-fillers in
his new shop i ull last week.
More than 500 people, most of
them school-leavers, turned up for
interview. They queued in the
baking heat, two deep, all the way
down Whitefriargate. One woman

fainted.

Another 85,000 left school for
the dole queue last week. This
month another 280,000 young
people will be leaving school and
looking for work.

The government is making this

...and there are another

le queues w

worse. The cuts in local govern-
ment spending announced last
month will destroy 100,000 coun-
cil jobs. This week Prime Minister
Jim Callaghan promised more
cuts—which will destroy more
jobs,

The governmentand the TUC are
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domg NOTHING.

The mounting multitude of
jobless young people will have to
take action themselves. Join the
Right to Work march from London
to Brighton in September, to force
the TUC to FIGHT FOR THE
RIGHT TO WORK.



2 SOCIALIST WORKER 3 July'1976

Full ahead for | -urewseoey cnpavi{ LOCAL PAPER WHIPS UP
~meimes | ANTISOCIALIST HYSTERA

march on

PREPARATIONS for the September Right to 5 .

Work march from London to the Trades Union :

Congress in Brighton are well under way. T w'“g ex*"emISts_ R Th ol i Shrewiined
The National Right to Work Campaign’s secretary, ming e e ’ 3 ‘ S AIEIRVY 08 LR SR EWSUIEY. ARters

John Deason, told Socialist Worker: ‘With another Stal 2 raaten ) =l

200,000 school-leavers on the dole, the next few weeks will

be crucial.

'Who else 15 going to fight
for the school-leavers’ right to
work? They won't even be
members of a trade union,’

‘ The Right to Work Cam-
paign have produced a special
leatlet for Right to Work
committees to hand out on the
dole queues calling for the
unemployed to join the march
and come to Brighton to
demand the TUC fights for the
right to work,

The Campaign has also
produced petitions calling on
the government to take action
now for the unemploved, and
pledging support for the
march,

The petitions will bé taken
mnto workplaces, into union
meetings, into pubs, vouth
clubs, on to housing estates, to
raise support and money for
the march

The Right to Work cam-
paign is also writing to #ll the
trade union organisations that
have already supported the
campaign asking them to
sponsor the coming march for
£1 an orgamsation.

‘The Jetters will be coming
up in trade union branches
and organisations in the next
few weeks,' said John Deason.
*We ask all our supporters to
watch out for them and see
they pet maximum support.

Immigrant

“There are many addresses
that we don’t have. We will
send information about the
march and a letter inviting
sponsorships to every trade
union, immigrant. Labour
Party, and vouth organisation
we can.' he said.

‘We hope that as well as
sending the £1 sponsorship fee
all these organisations will
arrange collections and other
donatians to the march to help
with the costs.

‘All the activity for the
march needs (o be under way
now. We want the sort of turn-
out on the march which the
TUC cannot ignore. There is
no way the official trade union
movement can be allowed to
carry on igaoring the massive
dole queues, This march will
put action aganst unemploy-

« ment high on the agenda at
Brighton whether the General
Council Tikes it or not.'

O Leaflets 1000 for £1
post free. Petitions 200 for
S0p post free. For further
information, or lo make
sure your trade union
organisation Is asked to
sponsor the march, write to
National Right to Work
Campaign, 265a Seven
Sisters Road, London N4
{phone 01-802 0978).

Socialist

t

THE Shrewsbury Chronicle has disclosed  asks why it is that the paper condemns the

T T that the British political police have KGBin Russia but says nothing at all when

"-21’ Een el S
gl established an office in the towntospyon  its  British equivalent appears in
September TUC gt| Secret moves to  { G PO Sheewsbury.

W AT e N

The headline in the Shrewsbury Chronicie, 18 June

-~
% :

Lﬁ-wlng candldate Otelo de Carvalho being cheered through the Setenavez

shipyard at Setubal, where he came top of the poll.

The paper has long been conducting a The statement concludes: ‘It is impor-
’ tra Ck down Ieft hysterical campaign against squatters in  tant that your readers understand the

i Shrewsbury. This is the latest shot in the  International Socialists are not a group of
campaign to discredit the left and frighten  semi-criminal elements. *We are a serious
people in the town.

party of committed socialists.
‘We're not pro-Russia or China or pro a

national Socialists has issued a statement  pack of corrupt MPs in Westminster. We
about this affair to the local paper which  are for genuine workers' democracy. And
they have agreed to print. The statement * if that's a crime then we are criminals.’

Social
Security
defrauds

millions

THE popular press is often
full of stories of people
defrauding the social
security of a few bob. But
they have kept remarkably
quiet about the way the
social security is
defrauding claimants and
unemployed of millions of
pounds,

On Monday, The Times
published details of the secret
internal rules on the rghts of.
claimants. [t compared these
with what claimants are told
their rights are by the Depart-
ment of Social Security of-
fictal publications. There are
huge differences.

Entitled

For instance, the official
publications tell claimants
they are only entitled to as
little as £2.25 if their children
need new shoes: the secret
rutes sayv that the amount paid
out should be enough “to
enahle goods of durable guah-
tv to be produced’—which
today would mean & minimum
payment of about £4.

Similar  differences  exist
when il comes to the entitle-
ment of new cliimants to get
paid before the usuval pay day
and the right of deserted wives
to get their mortgage

Picture: Joao Baffo (IFL)

pavments paid,

Next time you hear talk of
social security “scroungers’,
remember these figures:

It is estimated that illegal

THE right wing won a

notable victory ?n the Por-
tuguese presidential elec-
tions on Sunday. Their

candidate, General Eanes,
got 62 per cent of the vote.

IThe contrast with the
parliamentary  elections  two
months ago, when the right wing
got less than half the votes, is

explained by support by the so-

c;-\lle(‘j SOC‘?’“S‘ Party for the Why did these self-proclaimed the call to back Eanes and ‘law and
right’s candidate. ‘democrats’ support Eanes? Socialist  order’

Eanes is not even a middleclass  Party leader Mario Soares Jet the cat The main candidate of the left,
democrat, let alone a socialist. His  out of the bag m a recent interview Otelo de Carvaiho, standing with the
rival, the prime mimister Admira with the Financial Times. The first support of the revolutionary left and

::c'~-:c o, Fevzaled n prionty of the aew government would of many factory and tenants’ com-
Eanes was be the restoration of order to abour mittees. got 16 per cent of the votes,
tha: overth relations.’ he sad the majonty from the
H ‘Whes nobody cam be -sacked ly-orgamised workers
S podody works, aad wr bave to get

oz and Sctubal In Sctubal he

IS 2gam { the poll, with 42 per cent

Tz - &g Dot get
Fmear s WD - = e
=y : e

=S s == == DPROTEST AGAINST
r— A ——— RACISM

forms of tax avoidance cost

This was about seven per cent E1000 million a year—more
higher than the combined vote of the than the total annual spending
Communists and revolutionary left in on social security benefits,
the parliamentary elections, The scale of avoidance is

That is why the more farsighted shown by the fact that only
sections of the right are worried about ane in six of the million and a
the election results, and speak of half  self-emploved people
Otelo's support as a ‘dangerous admit in their tax returns to
political foree’. ' ' carming more than £30 a week,

They know there will be bitter
struggles in industry in the next few Avoidance

manths, which could drive still bigger
sections of workers to beconte dis-
lusioned with Eanes and Soares and
to support the left,

The Portuguese armed forces are
now united behind the right wing, But
they are relatively few in number and
could not, for instance, defeat a
general strike if the workers were
united and confident of winning.

25 per cent of the votes are not
enough to win an election. But that 25
per cent are 3 majority of the
industrial workers. Given  the
necessary  leadership, they could

Workers, who are taxed
through PAYE, have virtually
no opportunity to join in tax
avoidance on such a scale,

Perhaps that is why the Jaw
treats tax frauds much less
seriousty than social security
‘scrounging’.

Last year total social securi-
ty fraud totalled £2 million.
There were 15.350
prosecutions.  The  £100Q
million tax fraud only led to
126 prosecutions,

make a formidable obstacle to the BRSO

sdvance of the right and open upthe [l oor sodal security claimant

PR, - further advance for the is 60,000 times as likely to be

5 Rz prosecuted as a rich tax
evader.
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EVERY socialistin Britain should
support the sentences imposed
on the mercenaries in Angola.

James Callaghan has called for
‘clemency’. Reginald Maudling, that
great friend of law and order, has claimed
that the sentences are ‘unjust’.

Virtually every national newspaper has
joined the call for the Angolans to exercise
‘compassion’.

This is complete and utter hypocrisy.

Early this year, the popular liberation forces
in Angola were under attack from all sides.
From the south an invading army headed by
South African tanks and white South African
troops was threatening the capital Luanda.
From the north came forces paid for by the

American CIA and backed up by US transport
planes.

Their aim was to impose indirect, white
supremacist rule on a country only recently
liberated from Portuguese, white colonial
rule, They cared 'nothing that, as Portuguese
Foriegn Minister Melo Artunes admitted, the

vast majority of the Angolan people supported
the MPLA government,

They plunged the country into a renewed

Some of the

Silent over the
victims, they
now beg mercy

WHAT WE THI

for the mercenary killers

war which killed tens of thousands of
civilians. They Trecruited the white
mercenaries to help with the killings.

One of the mercenaries who came back told
The Observer:

‘We came through this village and the
people came out of their houses and waved
at us, friendly like. Some of them shouted
“comrade’’—it was obviously the only
English word they knew. The FNLA soldiers
shot them down as Communist sym-
pathisers’.

Yet, neither Callaghan, Maudling nor the

British press called for an end to the invasions
and the murders. They did not care what
bloodshed was involved. They did not once
speak out against the South African troops or
the CIA.

Such hypocrites make their pleas for
‘clemency’, not for the victims, but for those
who did the killing.

We are told the mercenaries were ‘innocent
fools’. But they were neither so innecent nor
so foolish as to believe they were going to
Angola to lie on the beaches.

They knew they would be shooting people,
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recreating the past exploits of Western
mercenaries in Africa, burning villages,
terrorising the population
Their ‘innocence’ was that they did not
think the Africans could fight back. They had
been brought up on the mythology of white
superiority which they went to Africa to
perpetuate. What stunned and confused them
when they got to Angola was that the
Angolans rejected that mythology, fought
back and smashed the mercenary forces.
The outcry at the fate of the mercenaries is
nothing less than an attempt by those who
backed the attack on the popular forces in
Angola to retrieve something from the defeat.
If they are successful, they will make it all
the more likely that mercenaries will be

recruited for future wars in other parts of
Africa.

Maulding claims: ‘It has never been a crime

to be a mercenary’. Clearly he wants there to
be mercenaries in future.

Mercenaries are, by definition, men who kill

demonsiraled
In London
last -
weekend in
protest al
the killing of
180 people
by South
African
police and
demanding
an end to all
Western
involvement
in apartheid.

for money. Only one group of people can gain
from their existence—the rich and powerful
who can pay them.

It is these people who insist that being a
mercenary is No crime.

But the people of Angola see things
differently.

They have been on the receiving end, not
the hiring end, of these killings. They want 1o
put an end to the whole business—something
everyone in Britain who is not rich should
support.

The only thing we should feel sad about is
that those who sent the mercenaries to
Angola—the CIA, the giant multinational

companies, the friends of Reginald
Maulding and James Callaghan—are not
under sentence in Luanda as well.

REMEMBER
FRANK STAGG...

THE hullabaloo about the mercenaries stands
in marked contrast to the noises made last
year when hunger-striker Frank Stagg was
dying.
Stagg, you may recall, was sentenced to a
long prison sentence for ‘conspiracy to
bomb’'—before any bombing had even oc-
cured in Britain. Certainly, he was not a hired
killer like the mercenaries.

Yet none of the papers and politicians who
.-« now call for ‘clemency’ said a single word in

defence of Frank Stagg'’s life.
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Maybe Man
Joe prepares

"WHEN 1 was chairman
of Business Committee
Once we were given two
resolutions, one that
said “No™ and one that
said “Yes", and we came
back with a composite
which said “*Maybe™.
hose were the words of Jee
Gormley. president of the
Natianal Union od
Minewaorkers. at Jast vear's
canference alter o composite
resolution  “seeking' £100 a
week for laceworkers had

Many houts had been spent
behind the seenes patching up
this: ¢composite 50 that the
national exccutive  could
wiriggle out of any Lirm com-
ient. Such has been the
patiern of most NUM annual

co oS

v 70 delegates and 30
officials who attend con-
ference know that what is

really important is not what is
said from the rostrum, but
what 15 agreed in private with
the business committee, where
the executive takes all the
pedigree yes’s and no's and
twirns  them into -~ mongrel
maybe's,

Extent

What happens during the
vear after that depends on the
extent to which the Broad Left
can maobilise the membership
against the manoeuvses of Joe
Gormlev and friends, Over the
past couple of years the track
record of the broad left has not
been particularly outstanding

If most years the NUM
Conferences are little more
than e¢laborate games, this
yedr's  threatens to be 2
pathetic charade.

When the guarter of a
million members of the NUM
voted a few weeks ago by a
narrow margin of 53 per cent
to-accept the Healey 44 per
cent pay deal, the ballot was
pushed through so guickly
that most members did not
appreciate that the result
would affect not only next
vear's wage claim, but also all
the othér claims for various
vital fringe benefits due to he
debated at conference.

Busy

Gormlgy is now busy get-
ting the executive to declare
out of order the resolutions
from Yorkshire and South
Wales that demand £100 a
week for faceworkers. with
appropriate  increases  for
other grades, from |
November this vear

If he were honest aboul it.
he would have to admit that
maore than half the resolutions

" on the agenda are also "out of
order' if the 444 per cent deal is
to be upheld, Resolutions that
relute 1o a shorter working
week, better sick pay schemes,
longer  holidays and even

BILL MESSAGE WRITES ON THE COMING MINERS’

garlier reticement. if they are
passed, will mean opposition
to the incomes policy

Many rank and file
militants are sceptical about
whether the conference will
address itsell seriously to some
of the maore important

rohlems facing the umion. It

15 no sccret that when the
Selby coalfield opens up, &
large number of pits, not just
i Yorkshire but in every
coalfield in the country. will be
up for closure if the National
Coal Board gets its way.

Already the NCB have used
Langwith Colhiery to test the
union out, Their success
eetting Joe Gormlewv tosell the
Langwith jobs can only have
given the Coal Board en-
couragement for the future.

Ihere is a resolution on the
agenda fram Group No 2 Arca
calling for a re-alfirmation of

the official union policy of

opposition to all closures on
cconomic grounds, but the
Langwith episode shows thal
not just resolutions are need-
ed.

Coal stocks are al recard
Jevels of more than 30 million

UNION CONFERENCE

tony. They are being kept that
high- by the NCB and the
government to use as a
weapon against the miners
shouwld they seck to bust the
incomes policy, or should the
NCB go for more closures,

The most crucial quesfion
facing the NUM is how to deal
with these stocks, but there is
no ares with a resolution on
the agenda condemning the
increase in overtime working
in the coal industry and calling
for a ban on overtime, or af
Jeast strict limits, in order to
run the stocks down,

T he union is still committed

. o ingreasing productivity, but

every  extra ingreaScs the
stock-piles and threatens more

10hs,
Hide

Neither Joe Gormley nos
NCB chairman Sir Derek Fzra
attermpts 10 hide the fact that
they want the government to
introduce  productivity con-
cessions in the next round of
incomes policy, If this should
happen it could spell the end
of corl-mining in Scotland,
Durham and large sections of
other mining areas.

I'he Scottish area
leadership is very much aware
of this. but the coming 12
months will test whether they
are capable of leading a rank
and file revpit nationally in the
fight against  productivity
deals and for the protection of
jobs

rencd
ers’JeudPr Lawre

Min Gormiey
; srseial TUC
th,‘:':u the Special f\ UM
onfe ing all the !

ore ay
pfare L 4 i
}\J-:)’;es for the 41> per ¢

deal.

for

Collier
aroup

MINERS' union elections
in Yorkshire have
resulted in strong gains
for the rank and
file miners paper, The
Colliar, Tommy
Delamere, a member of
the editorial board, has
been elected full-time
branch secretary at
Houghton Main pit. Tom-
my takes over from
George Wilkinson, who
Is known to television
viewers for his part as
Herbert Smith in Days of
Hope, the series about
the general strike,
Terry Bristowe,
another leading collier
supparter and well-
known International
Socialist, has been
elected delegate to the
area council from
Dodworth pit. Terry's
majority was more than
306 votes, Eddie
Wakefield, another stron
Collier supporter, has
been elected president of
Silvarwood pit.

Success

Terry Brisiowe (top) and Tony Delemere

Health without profit

FEW ASPECTS of our lives could be so
completely changed under socialism as
the Health Service. For a start, a lot of the

illnesses which it now has

would gradually disappear.

For example. with workers running their
own factories and huilding sites, there would be
far fewer industrial accidents to be freated.
With decent public transport and more freight
going by rail, road accidents would be cut.

The diseases of poverty would be banished
too. And with less pollution all would be in

better health.

Then there are what the
papers  call  “diseases  of
civilisation’. A high propor-
tion  of discases of the
digestive system would be
prevented if more information
was available about the effect
of the various highly-
processed foods full of un-

tested chemicals that are
thrust down our throats by the
udyertisements.

Finally, the causes of many
mental illnesses would vanish

to cope with

T

by

by TIM SOUTH (NUPE)

A hospital porter a1 St Hames' Hospital, Leeds

and many others could be
treated without long stays in
hospital. There are thousands
ol mental patients today who
could be discharged if we lived
in a society concerned to find
them a place.

A  massive saving of
resources=—in the long term—

THE BEARS...

SCIENTISTS ARE CONCERNED
ABOVT THE POLAR iCE CAPS
GETTING SMALLER ANP 5O ARE
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would came shout if more
attention was paid to preven-
tive medicine. Regular
check-ups in working  time
would detect many diseases,
including several types of
cancer, before they became
serious.

Prompt treatment, instead
of the massive waiting lists we
have at the moment, would
cost less as well as preventing
a lot of suffering,

To protect their status,
doctors have always Kkept
down the number of students
entering medical schools, We
would make medical training
available to evervone who
wanted it—not just as doctors
but as nurses and the variouns
kinds of technicians,

Abolish

Jobs such as signing sick
notes—which take wp so
much doctor's time—could be
abolisted. Many of the thingys
they claim they alone can do
could be raken over by nurses
and technicians, who are just
as capable of doing them. This

would sofve the problem of
the shorraze of doctors.

What's more, instead of the
yast hureaucracy that has
grown up in the Health
Service taking the day-to-day
decisions and doing the plan-
ning. these would be the
responsibility of elected and
recallable  committees  of
delegates from Health Service
workers and the community
the hospital serves.

This development would
release huge resources for the
expansion we need in the
Health Service, resources that
are at present heing
squandered. Others  would
come when the plunder of the
Health Service by profit-
hungry drug and equipment
companies is stopped.

Need

But. most important, the
amount spent on health would
depend on the need for it
rather than on how much is
left over after spending on
arms and  hand-outs o
businessmen. For example,
huge sums would be spent on
research into ‘unfashionable
and unprofitable’ complaints
like arthritis, which cause so
much pain to millions of
working-class peaple.

Such a reorganisiton of the
Health Service is not an
impossible dream. We have
the energy. the talent and the
creative ability to do it among
hesith workers and those whao
are treated under the Health
Service,

All that stands in our way is
the great god profit and the

organisation his supporters

have thrown up 1o ensure
continuing devotion:

Photos: Jahn Sturrock (Report)
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shock ===
as anti-racists occupy

THE BBC got ashock
in Leeds last week.

About 20 trade unionists
occupied the reception
area of their studios in
protest against the BBC's
racist policy locally and
nationally.

We refused to move until we
Saw @ management
spokesman,

After a considerable fluery
and embarrassed stammering,
someone dug up the
programme editor, who spoke
to three of us. We gave him the
reasons for our protest:

0 Continual coverage of the
Nazional Front clectoral ac-
tivity. including a I5-minute
interview with NF leader John
Tyndall on the Look North
programime.

Publicity

O BBC North programme
on Blackburn that gave Naz
Kingsley Read 20 minutes of
free publicity.

O The scandalous Open
Door  programme by the
Campaign to Stop Immigra-
tion.

We also pointed out the
scandalous BBC reportage of
the Soweto massacre. He
apologised for this and
pointed out the difficulty of
obtaining film from South
Africa.

Why didn’t the BBC ap-
proach black emigre
organisations for their com-
ments? ‘Fraid 1 can't answer
that one' he rephied lamely.

‘Well, what about giving
our views air time?' we asked.

We could show the real face
of the National Front and the
terror  that the wave of
racialism brings to black
familics, Indian shop windows
smashed, black houses at-

get a

26 JUNE—
Freedom Day—is
important for the
oppressed of South
Africa,

People like myself
mark it with an all-

night vigil outside
South Africa House jn
London.

This year, because
of the rising in Soweto
and all the killings, the
vigil was even more
important.

Throughout the
night, five policemen
stood facing us.

At about 2.30am

The copper who said:
Id like to shoot you...

two South African
youths stopped and
talked to us. As we
discussed the evils of
apartheid three of the
police officers walked
across to where we
were standing.

| said to the youths:

1 live in England
because in this coun-
try | am able to live in
dignity.

‘I can stand here
with a placard and

By Rupee Moraui

discuss things with
you knowing that
these officers will not
shoot me like the
police did to the
children in Soweto,’

To my amazement,
One cop said: 'l would
like to do just that".

‘You are joking of
course, | replied. 'No’,
said the officer.

I turned to another
and said: ‘Did you
hear what he said?”
He replied: ‘Yes, but
he is only joking.
Don’t you take any
notice."Again | asked
the officer, ‘Are
you joking?'He replied
in the presence of two
of his colleagues ‘No, |
am not joking. | wish
we could do that,
instead of standing
out here,’

Another, officer
said: "He has the right
to express his views
just like you have. It
doesn’t mean to.say
because he i 8
policeman he can't
say what he thinks’,

This incident shook
me and made me
realise that | was a fool
to have had such
respect for the British
police.

| wonder how many
more British
policemen, given the
right to do so, would
like to behave as their
colleagues do in
South Africa.

By BRIAN
PARKIN,
AUEW-TASS

tacked, black children
terrorised on their way home
from school by representatives
of the master race.

‘Yes, very interesting, but 1
doubt whether it would be
newsy enough,’ was  the
editor's reply.

Staggering out in disgust,
we had a4 word with the com-
missionaire.

'No shop stewards in rhis
place,' he assured us.

‘What about the elec-
tricians? ‘No unions there,' he

replied. ‘It’s all done by a sub-
contractor, Vallances,’

Which may help to explain
BBC Leeds' policy of virtually
ignoring the recent Leeds
works department dispute and
the role scab firms played in
undermining the strike.
Vallances were scab firm No 1.

Our protest confirmed that
the BBC, for all its talk about
‘objectivity’, is still a vital part
of the racist machine which
serves up the bosses' ideas for
us, day n, day out.

But it showed also that the
well-dressed  ninnies  who
make the decisions can be
shaken by protest.

And protest against
racialism on the BBC needs to
be carried on in every branch
of the NUJ and ABS and with
pickets at every BBC head-
quarters.

WHY ANNETTE IS ANGRY

ANNETTE Badger is still
angry about the National
Front’s campaign in last
week's Rotherham by-
election. The Front got
1,600 votes.

Annctte who was among
many black and white
residents who  joined the
Internatiopal  Socialists’
defence pickets of the' im-
migrant community, said:

‘The National Front have
conned people  here. Their
candidate tried 1o make out

they were a proper party.
They tricd to make out they
were concerned about bad
houses and unemployment.

‘But those of us who saw
their march know different,
They are racialist filth who
are out to split us.

‘It made me feel sick when
they marched past. They
shouted horrible things at us
white women like ‘white
whores',

Annetre.who. lives in
Eastwood, the main im-
migrant area of Rotherham,

FIGHT THE RACIALISTS
SMASH THE NATIONAL FRONT,
POWELL IS A MURDERER

United Action

Commitlee

against

Racialism Demonstration: Saturday 10
July, 1.30pm, Roden Street, llford

Inner and Outer East London and South East

added:

‘Black people don't cause
bad housing. When | arrived
in Rotherham with my kid 1
had nowhere to live and had
to sleép in the park a few
nights.

*Now my husband 1s on the
dole, but it's no use blaming it
on . black people. We can’t
allow them to be used as
scapegoats.”

Young Asians in Eastwood
are meeting on Sunday to set
up a defence group to protect
the immigrant areas from the
fascists.

At a - packed Socialist
Worker public meeting last
week, the Asians praised the
work of the International
Socialists and invited the
local branch to join in ac-
tivities against the Front.

Four Asians joined the
International Socialists with
the aim of recruiting more of
their brothers and sisiés to
set up an IS brafich in
Rotherham.

S

Occupied! These frade unionists took BBC Leeds by surprise—before staggering out in disgust

CROYDON Trades Council
have organised an excellent
petition against racialism,
which they are circulating
through all affiliated
organisations snd on the
local High Street.

Entitled ‘Immigrants are
welcome here’, the petition
starts with a3 tough anti-
racialist declaration showing
how racism is based on lies
and how it splits and divides
workers.

The petition continues:
We, the undersigned, con-
demn the racialist murders
which have taken place in
Southall and Woodford. We
believe that these killings are
the result of a deliberate
campaign by Enach Powell,
the National Front and sec-
tions of the press to whip up
raciad prefudice so that the
workers will fight each other
instead of uniting o fight the
present attacks on our living
standards.

We therefore pledge
ourselves to combar the
aciivities of organisations like
the Narional Front and to
defend any of our feliow
members from racialist at-
tacks and abuse.

By Richard Tarry

STONES and bottles have
been thrown through our
windows at the East London
Gay Centre. One person had
a half-brick thrown at him
outside. There haVe been
threatening phone calls, The
National Front have said they
are ‘out to get us’.

This makes life a misery for
those of us living here.

We are going on building
the Gay Centre as a base for
gay people in East London.
Groups like the NF are only
oo pleased to use the pre-
judice against us.

We’re just another con-
venient scapegoat for the
Front.

L

SEPTEMBER RIGHT TO WORK MARCH
LONDON TO BRIGHTON
Friday 3 Sept to Tuesday 7 Sept
Friday 3 September to Saturday 4 September: March to
Downing Street from different parts of London.
Saturday 4 September: Fraternal march from Downing
Street to the TUC in Brighton leaves London.
Tuesday 7 September: Mass Rank and File Lobby of the
Trades Union Congress. Send mass delegations from all
trade union organisations and all areas. Provide transport

London:
Support
this
picket

THE NATIONAL Party has
applied for membership to
Greenwich Community
Council in South East Lon-
don, which would give them
the right to use mecting halls
and other facilitics at present
extended to trade unions and
left groups.

Those groups, led by the
Trades Council and the Intes-
national Socialists are moun-
ting a picket of the Communi-
ty Council to try to stop the
racialists getting their way.
[0 A big picket is essential.
Meet at Woolwich Town
Hall as soon after 6pm as
possible on FRIDAY 2
JULY. Supportied by:
Greenwich Trades Coun-
cli, South East London IS,
Greenwich IWA, Sikh
Youth Centre, South East
London Right to Work
Commitiee, Trade union
bodies.

‘Don’t upset
the Front’

SEVEN lecturers at Uxbridgs
Technical College in West
London have been threatened
with disciplinary action if
they do not remove anti-
racialist badges.

‘The trouble began when 2
part-time  Indian lecturer
from Southall, where Gurdip
Chaggar was murdered by
racialists, was asked to
remove his Fight Racism
badge. The lecturers then
started to wear the badges in
solidarity.

The principal told them to
remove them because ananti=
racialist campaign in the
college would upset the
National Front!

for the unemployed.

PREVIOUS WORK

To all trade union organisations: Join the Downing Street lobby. Send
mass delegations on the march and to the Tuesday 7 September lobby.
Sponser the march, Send £1 fee to the National Right to Work Caompaign,

PR D G @ o e T AR D S T cem v e w0 SO D DD e ow AED OS5 WID D AN Ca o

JOIN THE RIGHT TO WORK
MARCH TO BRIGHTON

.................................................

London IS Districts to support,
- 265a Seven Sisters Road, London N.4.
1 Fight for the Right to Work
[J No more Shrewsburys

[0 No deal with Healay
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‘If we don't sell arms’, they say,
‘others will'. This is exactly the
argument of the Mafia boss who

distributes heroin.

EVIDENCE has come to light of
sanctions-busting in Rhodesia by the
British oil giants Shell and BP.
Shell—which, like BP, is part-owned
by the British government—has
recently been found to have bribed
leading politicians in ltaly.

The sanctions-busting, according to
the New York-based Centre for Social
Action, works like this:

Shell operates through a firm called
Freight - Services and five other middle
men to supply oil—the one import
Rhodesia cannot do without—via South
Africa, This system, says the CSA report,
has been operating for several years,

Fascinating
|

Every three monjhs. FS, acting on
behalf of themselves and the other middle
men, send Shell their requirements for oil

roducts. The oil 15 then resold to or in
ozambigue, Malawi—and Rhodesia.

Shell's Rhodesian subsidiary has also

QUOTE: We stand for
Christian-nationalism,
which is an ally of
national socialism. You
can call the anti-
democratic principle
dictatorship if you wish.
In Italy it is called
fascism, in Germany
national socialism and in
South Africa Christian-
nationalism.

—Johannes Balthazar
Vorster, 1942, Today
Vorsteris, of course, Prime
Minister of South Africa,

HOW THE CAPITALIST
CLASS THINK: The wave
of civil disturbance which
has swept through the
South African black
township of Soweto . ..isa
sorry event . .. ithas come
at a time when the London
market in Southemn African
issues was showing signs
that it had almost
racovered from the severe
body blow it was dealt
earlier this year by the
events in Angola

Fortune favours the
brave, however, and those
who are prepared to move
back into the market
befare the dust has settled
might well be wearing
broad grins in & few
months time,

—from the Financial
Times, 19 June.

A trade indeath

ONCE UPON a time, it was
fashionable, in the leading
circles of the Labour Party, to
denounce the evils of the arms
trade, the ‘traffic in arms’ as
they called it.

Nowadays such old-fashioned
sentimentality is clearly out of
place. The merchants of death have
become the ‘British defence in-
dustry' and, with full government
backing and cooperation, they are
currently running their “first Army
Equipment Exhibition' at
Aldershot to boost sales of tanks,
guns, missiles and whatnot.

1 have just been reading a
preview of this affair in a trade
journal which, to judge by the
advertisements, is not entirely
unconnected with the Italian arms
manufacturers.

‘The first impression is that in
spite of intense competition,’ it
says, ‘the British defenceindustryis
not just holding its own but
actually gaining ground . . .

Attitude

‘Export success cannoft,
however, be entirely attributed to
the quality of the products: a very

large contributory factor to this
success is the enlightened attitude
of the state. which certainly does
not discourage the companies in
their promotional campaigns but
rather gives them all the support
necessary to sell their products
abroad . . . (and) provides an
incentive to the companies to
continue their good work . . ."

The Aldershot exhibition is a
new venture but the ‘enlightened
attitude’ on the part of Labour, as
well as Tory, governments is not.

Harold Wilson. during his 1964-
70 government, appointed his own

¥

p;ersonal merchant of death, a
certain Lord Brown—not the ane
the Times thought better drunk
than Harold Wilson sober, but a
different Brown altogether.

Embarrassing

This Brown had the full-time job
of helping the arms manufacturers
‘to continue their good work’ by
organising the diplomatic and
propaganda resources of the
British state to subject potential
customers to' high powered
salesmanship.

EXPOSED-SANCTIONS-BUSTING

BY TWO BRITISH

MULT

been involved in a fascinating develop-
ment, [t has built a lubricant blending
plant near Salisbury, where semi-
processed crude oil from Shell’s South
African refinery is turned into motor oil.

The plant aiso blends lubricants
according to Shell specifications which
are then put in Mobil, Caltex, Total and
BP cans.

This process is cheaper than importing
all the different companies’ lubricants
and saves on foreign exchange. Hence the
Rhodesian  government has  hanned
imports of lubricants, and the companics
have had to go along with this scheme.

And so, as the CSA report says: “This
probably makes Rhodesia the only

It is disturbing to me that where there
are riots of this kind . . . only one
should be killed.

Those were the words of Carel de Wet, a South
African MP, immediately after the news had broken,

NATIONALS

country in the world where unsuspecting
motonsts, responding to sophisticated
advertisements,can go and buy their
favorite lubricant, only to end up
pouring the same old Shell product into
their car engines'.

Aware

The report adds that other oil products
are being imported inte Rhodesia by BP,
Caltex, Mobil and Total, as well as Shell.

And it says; ‘Informed sources say the
British povernment is quite aware of the
fact that Shell (South Africa) is providing
oil products for Rhodesia. But nothing
has been done about this.”

The other Soweto...

The man who wants to cut you off..

O THE British Govern-
ment senl more trade
missions 1o South Africa
last year than at any other
time in history.

in March 1960, of the Sharpeville massacre (above).
Presumably de Wet was rather less ‘disturbed’to find
later that not one but 69 bladk men and women had
been murdered in the ‘riot’, most of them shot in the
back. Today Carel de Wet is South African

Ambassador to London,

O THE NEWS that
Elizabeth Windsor has
purchased a 730-acre
estate for her daughter
Anne has come as
soemthing of a surprise
to people who think the
country is overcrowded.

Rather less of a sur-

rise was the fact that

lizabeth, who also goes
under the name of Her
Majesty the Queen, was
able to afford the going
price, said to be in the
region of £700,000.

Her Royal ldleness is
beleived, after all, to have
a fortune of about £800.-
000.000

QUESTION: Which local
authority has the lowest
bus fares in the country—
and still managed to in-
crease its revenue last
year?

ANSWER: South
Yorkshire County Council.
There's a moral there
somewhere . ., .

O WHATEVER else
happens at Wimbledon,
the highlight was un-
doubtedly the second
day. National Front
member Buster Mottram,
rated Britain’s No 1 male
tennis player, was beaten
in the first round by little-

known German, Hans
Pohmann.
- WONDERFUL, OUR

POLICE: A trade unionist
in Manchester recently
ran into two members of
the local constabulary
while on his way from
work

Imagine his, surprise
when he found that they

had stopped him to warn:

him about his conduct on
the picket line the next day
at Automat, where a dis-
pute has been going on for
five months.

They said they were very
concerned that people
were being stopped from
crassing the picket line
and addedthat. if he
stepped out of line he
would be inside so fast
that his feet wouldn't
touch the ground,

Undeterred, our friend
joined the picket anyway.

When it had ended, the
same two coppers ap-

_proached him and offered
to escort him down a back
street, where they would
'kick hell’ out of him.

This is known as main-
taining law and order . . .

CAN YOU BEAT THIS?

This sort of thing is a
little embarrassing to
those Labour MPs who
have retained some
shreds of what used to be
their party’s line on the
activities of the arms
kings.

More embarrassing to
them, as a matter of fact,
than to marxists who
have always argued that
capitalist imperialism as
a whole, not just the arms
traffic, is the driving for¢e
to war in modern times.

Argument

So the ever helpful
government propaganda
machine, and especially
its pood friends at the
BBC, offers balm to
soothe the uneasy con-
science.

‘if we don't do if,
others will' they say.

This argument, which
is factually correct, is, of
course, exactly the argu-
ment of the Mafia boss
who distributes heroin.

‘You are misrepresen-
ting wus’ protest the
hirelings of the arms
bosses’ public relations
machine.

‘We do not sell to
anyone. Only to responsi-
ble customers.’

Actually, a ‘responsi-
ble customer' means
anyone who has plenty of
cash and is not actually
aligned with the Russian
bloc.

Scoundrel

For example, His Im-
perial Majesty, the tyrant
of Iran.

This scoundrel is =&
customer  important
enough_to rate a state
visit, including residence
at Buckingham Palace,
and a personal trip to
Teheran by Mr Tony
Benn.

No wonder. He has
contracted to buy 1000
Chieftain tanks.

To get that into
perspective you need to
know that the current
totaf British army
strength in this weapon is
800!

Arms exports, mostly
to Third World coun-
tries, brought in 2500
million dollars to British
arms firms last year.

Part of the Callaghan-
Yealey plan to ‘get the
country on its feet again’

s to jack-up this trade

‘THERE IS a hard core o1 aftord to pay their

minority of feckless peo-
ple for whom debt is a
way of bfe.

So said John Biffen. Tory

soaring fuel bills.

He -did not,
attack a little debt of £100
million, which is what the
Central

spokesman on e¢nergy, in the
Commons on 14 June.

He was, of course, referr-
ing ta pensioners, han-
dicapped and the un-
employed who cannot afford
to pay their electricity and
gas bills,

Bilfen was attacking a
recommendation that gas
and electneity boards should
no longer have the right ta \
disconnect people who can-  built

When

Generating Board expectsto
lose from its contract to
supply eleetricity
aluminium smelter owned
by Rio Tintoe Zinc at
Holyhead in Anglesey.

Cheap

the smelter was
ten years ago, the

The NSHEB estimates
that it will also lose £100
million—a bill which will be
picked up by the taxpaver,

British Aluminium is a

way of life’ who run Tube
[nvestments.

But we wouldn't really
expect him to, would we?

BILL MESSAGE

This Yjob offer' was found in the Yourh Employment Office in
Portsmouth by Socialist Worker supporter Sean Egan. He points
ot that supplementary benefit for a 16-year-old is £6.90—those

Hampshire Careers Service
CEGB, with considerable subsidiary In-
fecKlessness', agreed to vestments, whom the VACANCY HAIRDRSSSING APPRENTICES (2)
however, supply electricity extremely thrifty John Biffen worked
cheaply. between 1953 and 1960. DISTRICT WINCHESTER
3 b About that time, a smelter
Electricity was also being constructed Statements BUSINESS HATRDRESSERS
tor the British Aluminium
Company at Invergordon in = . SALARY 16 yra. = £6.90
to an Scotland, where a similar Biffen has not been heard
cantract for cheap electricity to maké any public  QUALIFICATIONS PLEASANT, ARTISTEO
was made with the North of statements about the ‘hard
Scotland  Hydro-Flectric core minority of feckless OTHER REMARKS HCURS; 9 = 5.30 MONDAYS OFF.
Board: 2 people for whom debt is a

drawing it don't have 1o pay national insurance or fares (o

work.

and replace our dear
French allies as the
world’s third largest arms
exporters (the first is, of
course, the USA, the
second, the USSR).

Profits are profits,
There is no room for
sentiment in business and
‘we cannot be responsi-
ble' for the use that
gangsters like the Shah
and the King of Saudi
Arabia put the weapons
.
It’s all part of the ‘New
Britain’ that the Labour
Party promises.
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Poland’s workers

say it: We won't
pay for the crisis

POLAND’'S workers
staged a massive
sirike against the

-government last Fri-
day.

Following the an-
nouncement of price in-
creases of between 60 and
100 per cent workers walk-
ed out of the factorics
spontancously

One worker at the Ursus
tractor factory in Warsaw told
the Reuters correspondent;

“The whole of Poland is on
strike today. The Zeran car
workers across  the river
Kistwla qre on sivike and the
men (0 the shipyards on the
coast are also out,’

The Ursus strikers held up
the  Paris-Warsaw'  eypress
by ripping up rails at one end
of the train and blocking the
other end

In Radom, 60 miles south
east of Warsaw, several thou-
sand people demonstrated in
the streets, damaging the
Communist Party head-
quarters,

Success

By -the end of the day, the
workers had achieved success,
The government did a gquick
furn-about and announced it
wits postponing the price in-
CrEases.

The povernment has been
preparing for a long time to
put up prices. In a speech to
parliament in February, the
prime minister warned of five
vears of ‘austerity’,

Over the last couple of
years, it has managed to
incrense the price of petrol and
alcohal, There have been
continual complaints  from
workers about a drop in the
food content of factory can-
tecn meals.

And there have also been
complaints that the govern-
ment has held back workery’
living standards, despite ap-
parent pay rises, by not letting
enough goods into the shops
to satisty workers' needs.

One worker told the
Reuters correspondent;

‘We've had rationing by

Capitalists to a ma

POLAND'S rulers claim
to be ‘socialists'—as do so
many of the most ob-
noxious ruling classes in
the world today.

But in fact their practice is
100 per cent capitalist, That is
why they now face an
ceonomic Crisis,

For years, they have subor-
dinated the needs and lives of
Poland's workers to the drive
to build up industry.

They have used some of the
increased wealth that has been
produced partly to feather
their own nests (with private
kindergartens, ‘speciul
schools’, chauffeur driven
cars, domestic servants,
wholesale bribery and so on.

Compete

But they have also used it, as
any capitalist would, 1o com-
pele with the rival capitalist
riders of other couniries.

The workers have been told
again and again that they must
accept low lving standards
and long working hours
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AND THIS IS

- ASOCIALIST

COUNTRY?

MOST PEOPLE think of
Poland, Russia and the
other East European
states as 'socialist’. So
the reaction 1o last
week's price rises and
strikes is to sa

‘socialism does notwo

Czechoslovakia, 1968: similar revolts against state capitalism swept Poland in 1970—and again last week.

queues and by the time you
could spend away from the
job. Now it's ratioming by
money’

But the government did not
dare raise prices directly until
last Fridav.

I'be reason was that the last
time it did that. in December
1970, the workers of the cities
of Gdansk. Gdynia and
Szezecin went on strike and

occupied their workplaces.

After being fired on by the
police, they burnt  down
government and Communist
Party  offices. Dozens of
workers were murdered by the
pofice, bui the strikes spread,
until a general sivike in War-
saw seemed certain,

The ruler of Poland at the
time, Gomulka, resigned and a
new government was formed
that made promises to the

workers. When this - govern-
ment refused to freeze prices,
more strikes followed. Finally,
the government was forced to
announce a two vear frecze.

Now the rulers of Poland,
like the rulers of every other
country caught up in the
internationdl capitalist crisis,
are trying to make the workers
pay for it

Their announcement of

‘price increases last week could

Poland's top bureaucrar, Edward Gierek {centre), with those other leading 'soclalists’, Brezhnev
and Kosvgin

because of ‘foreign competi-
tion’.

In the years after 1970, this
policy scemed to enjoy some
success. Despite being com-
pelled by the workers' pressure
to freeze prices and raise
wages, the rulers of Poland
saw the economy boom.

But they were living in a
fool's paradise. For it was
merely part of the inter-
national capitalist boom of
those years.

The state employers in

Poland, like employers
everywhere, thought quick
profits were to be made. So
they joined in the inter-
national scramble to  buy
components and raw
materials,

They thought they would be
able to turn them into finished
manufactures  which they
would be able to sell abroad —
if only Polish workers’ wages
were held back.

The goods they brought
from abroad rose by 60 per

cent in 1972 alone, But the
scramble of rival employers
for raw materials inevitably
pushed wup their price
throughout the world —and so
the cost to Poland’s rulers of
their imports shot up.

They had contributed to the
world-wide pressure that caus-
ed inflation—and now they
had to face the consequences,

And, like their western
counterparts, they forgot that
il every employer is turning
out more goods while holding.,

have been a carbon copy of the
infamous  social  contract.
Workers were told they had to
put up with price rises, and a
pay freeze so ‘that ‘lower paid
workers' and pensioners could
get increases, though these in
no way matched the increases
IR prices;

ut Poland’s workers have
shown workers everywhere

how to respond to such
blackmail,
L1 1

his own workers' wages back
as much as possible, the new
goods cannot be sold.

They were caught in the
world crisis of overproduc-
tion.

They now find that they
cannot sell abroad enough

}#ds to pay for their con-
tinually expanding imports.
Their trade deficit last vear

was £677 million.

They ftried for a couple of
vears (o avoid the effects of
this crisis by massive borrow-
ing from the western banks.
But now they have to find the
interest on these loans. -

But the final straw which
broke the camel’s back came
from the East. The rulers of
Russia pushed up the price of
the oil they sold to Poland as
the price in the West shot up.

And they demanded that
the Poles pay them in
dollars—which could only be
got by selling more goods
abroad, by borrowing more
from the west, or by cutting
workers' living standards.

Poland's rulers, like good
capitalists, chose to attack the
workers,

any better than
capitalism'.
But for Marxists,

socialism does not just
mean nationalisation. I
means workers running
sociely, through workers
councils they elect and they
control.

That was why Marx said
the soclalisl revolution was
the revolution ‘of the
overwhelming majority in
the Interesis of the
overwhelming majority’.

He held thal only when
the workers ran society
would the waste and the
oppression of caplialism
disappear.

aog

Only then would crises
disappear, as the workers
of different countries ran
the economy on the basis of
mulual cooperation, not
biind compelition between
their bosses.

The evenis in Poland
prove Marx right. The
workers do not rule in
Poland. Power is held by
bureaucrats who live off the
workers' backs Just as
much as employers in the
west do.

It is their rule which has
produced inflation and
economic crisis.

It was their attempis to
‘divide and rule' which led,
eight years ago, to a wave of
racialism direcied against
the Polish Jews (although
these were only 0.1 per cent
of the population).

O 0

It is their rule which the
workers’ sirikes last week
challenged.

The organisation of the
strikes suggests they were
led by strike commitiees,
elected by the workers and
subject to their control.

Real socialism will o
come to Poland when s
commitlees run the whole
country and the present lot
of self-appointed
bureaucrats are kicked oul.

Poland in 1970,

angry.

NW1.

ChrisHarman -~

Bureaucracy and
Revolution in
Eastern Europe

Last' week's strikes were not the firsttime
the workers of Eastern Europe have risen
up against the state capitalist regimes.

Bureaucracy and Revolution tells how
these-called Communist states came
into being after the Second World War.
And it tells how the workers rose up
against them in East Germanyin 1953, in
Poland and Hungrary in
Czechoslovakia in 1968, and again in

1956, in

It predicts that similar revolutionary
events in Russia will not be far away . . .
It's essential reading if you want to
understand why Polish workers are

£2.30 {including postage) from Pluto Press, Unit
10, Spencer Court, 7 Chalcot Road, London,
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FIGHT FOR
THE

RIGHT TO
WORK
meetings

SOUTH EAST LONDON Fublic
meeling. Fight  unemployment
Thursday ' July 7.30pm
Bannoctbure School, Plumsiead High
Street.  Speskers  Ernie Roberts
lessmtant genaral secratary, AUEW,
o pernonal capecityl. Johin  Desson
isecretary, Nanonal Right 1o Waork
Campagn? Amhar  Chakravany
{Indhan  Workers  Assouiation
Groeawach branchl. Chairman Laurie
St (national organiser. AUEW, in
personal capacityl

NORTH WEST LONDON Right to
Work Campaign: A Night with Irnish
Mist, plus musical antedainment
Fragay 2 July. Bpm, Royal Oak, High
Street, Haresden, NW10, (Buses 12,
1B, 1B7, 220, 226 Train: Wiltesden
junchon, Bakerivo Lone tube and
North Loadon line). Bar extension, hot
food. raffle Tickels 70p at door, In
conjunction with the Trade Union
Coromittee against the PTA

SOUTH WEST LONDON Right td
Work  Campaign  jumble sale:
Saturday 17 July, Jumble neaded
urgently, Ring Sam Strudwick 582
1334

ACTON Right to Work public
meeting: Speskers Emes  Rabans
and John Desson Chairwoman Dolly
Sewall, Thursday B  July, Bpm,
Woodlands Hall, Crown S, Acton,
North West Loadon

[J Stop the Cuts: 19p

(inc postage) from
265a Seven Sisters
Road, London N4.

EETPU Rank and File Socisl: Friday
16 July, Bpm, Tha Rosbuck
Tottenhan Court Road [near Warren
Street tube), 50p Mike Carver on
peano

....:‘m"*'”""""‘""“ .
s o)
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Send round a weekly
football card at work
every pay day for the
Right to Work Cam-
paign,

Please send me four
football cards for this
month.

Name
Address
Workplace/pub/Club

Please retum to
National Right to Work
Campaign Treasurer,
265a Seven Sisters
Road, London N4,
Phone 01-802 0978

IS Day School
ITALY
WHAT NEXT?

0 The Roots of the Crisis
{1 The role of the
Communist Party

[J The revolutionary Left
0 The elections and
future prospects

Saturday 10 July, 10am
to S5pm at Polytechnic of
North London SU,
Holloway Road, London,

N7. Nearest tube
Holloway Road,
Piccadilly Line.

Fo‘r accommeodation,
phone 01-438 6541

The patients run th

FOR 14 YEARS, St
Wulstan’s Hospital in
Worcester shire has
provided unique treat-
ment for the mentally ill.

The National Schizophrenic
Fellowship has recommended
that instead of just one hospital
of its kind in the country, there
ought to be one in every area,

But St Waulstan's is about to
become a victim of the cuts
closed because the West Midlands
Regional Health Authority claims
there is no money to spend on re-
equipping it.

Society

St Wulstan's is a rehabilitation
centre for mental patients who are
being prepared to go back in-
to society,often after long periods
in other mental hospitals.

The therapy involves work for
wages. Patients run the hospital
kitchens, laundry departments,
and their own wages department.
They look after the gardens, and
some are employed in the small
engineering and woodwork shops.

Most of the patients live in
hospital wards, butothers are in

to

o o

e klthem. laundry departments and tﬂ:helr own wages department: now they're invol

By JEAN GRAY

independent  hostels in the
grounds, and some live in Malvern,
the ncarest town, travelling to
work everyday.

Patients and staff are angry at
the threat of closure. The staff—
mainly members of CoHSE
have set up an action committee to
fight it.

None are experienced in organis-
ing a militant fight. So far they
have got support from 83 MPs, a
petition has been signed by hun-
dreds of local people, but meetings
with the district management team
have been fruitless.

Patients have been very much
involved in the campaign and have
been invited to all the meetings,
including local CoHSE meetings.

Nursing sister Joan Palmer, who
has been at St Wulstan’s since it
became a rehabilitation hospital in
1962, said:

‘We are determined not to let
them close this place. We will do
everything we can think of to
oppose it.

*They have been praising us all
along for the work we have done.
We have had visitors from mental
institutions in other countries who

have adopted many of our
methods.

‘Now the authorities want to
close this place. Most of the
patients will go back to the
hospitals they came from. They
don’t want to go.'

St Wulstan’s has been threaten-
ed_with closure for some time. The
first murmurings came {Wo years
ago. The Regional Health Authori-
ty says that it will cost £600,000
spent on the buildings to keep them
going, The staff estimate that
about £30.000 is needed for
heating.

The health authority now has to
convince the Department of
Health that the closure is justified.

They will produce a consultative
report putting their case, explain-
ing what they plan to do with the
complex of hospital buildings, and
what will happen to the staff and
patients.

The report will have to convince
the Department that similar
facilities can be provided elsewhére
in the region,

Said Mrs Palmer: ‘One or two
small rehabilitative units have been
set up at other hospitals but there is

refuseto g
he wall...

It is a scandal. If this hospital
is closed, | don’t know
what will happen. They are hitting
at us because if they have to
cut services then it's easier to do i
people who are less able to fight ba

—RICHARD O’'SHAUGHNESSY (left), a patient
Waulstan’s, the hospital under sentence of death.

" PICTURES: John Starrock (Report)

S
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ved in the campaign to save their hospital.

nowhere else that cando the jobwe
are doing.

‘We have the specialised staff
and facilities to provide a better
means of getting people ready for
the outside world. Here they do
real work which they know is of
value and it gradually builds their
confidence, although work is just a
small part of it.

Kitchen

*The decision to close was taken
without any of the people involved
actually visiting us.’

Richard O’Shaughnessy, a 3i-
year-old schizophrenic who works
in the kitchen, says;

‘I think it is & scandal. We feel
doomed. No one wants to go back
to the hospitals they came from,
The atmosphere is completely
different here.

‘It takes time to feel better, even
here,but | am getting my concen-
tration back and | feel worlds
better. If Pm forced out I don't
know what will happen.

‘1 think they are hitting at us
because if they have to cut
services then it's easier to do it
to people who are less able to
fight back.’

At work in the
different here’, s




undry: ‘the atmosphere Is completely
5 one of the patients.
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Picketing Harlesden police station: seven black women had been

illegally fingerprinted, photographed—and beaten up.

POLICE beat up seven black
women in Harlesden, North
West London, in the early
hours of Thursday morning last
week.

Then they charged the women
with-—wait for it
obstruction,

The women—aged from 17 to
26—were illegally fingerprinted
and photographed,

The police beat them with
leather gloves ‘to cut down on
bruising’. They called them ‘slags’
and ‘black shit”,

This incident is nothing new in
Harlesden, of course. The blacks
and Irish living there have scen it
happen time and again.

What is new is the way the
peaple are fighting back.

Asian

‘I URGE Asian youths not to
be used by white revolutionary
elements in the town.’

That was Blackburn Nazi John
Kingsley Read's frightened reac-
tion in the Lancashire Evening
Telegraph to the formation of the
Asian Youth Organisation. And
well he might be frightened.

Young Asians unfettered by the
conservative leadership of the
established Asian associations will
present Read and his friends with
formidable opposition indeed.

Reaction

Just how formidable can be
judged by the reaction of one of
Blackburn's leading National Par-
ty members, Eddie Harrison.

After a relatively short acquain-
tance with the AYO he was so
convinced of the error of his ways
that he left the National Party,
denounced them in the press and
went back to the Catholic Church.

1 asked Ali Dassu, one of the
leading members of the AYO, why
they had formed their own in-
dependent organisation. He said:
‘Because the youth in Blackburn
weren't organised and racialism in
Blackburn was reaching
monstrous proportions.

*We are building an organisation
of our own because we are tired of

SELF-DEFENCE

NEARLY 30 black members and
supporters of the International
Soclalists attended a meeting
last Sunday of the IS Black
Caucus.

They agreed unanimously on
a resolution outlining the role of
the Cauycus in IS and in relation
fo the Central Committee. A
committee was elected 1o liaise
on a day-to-day basis with the
CC. An appeal to black sup-
porters to join—or rejoin—IS, to
build a united revolutionary
organisation was also carried
unanimously.

The meetin
from Southall, East London,

heard reports |

By Jenny Jackson

On Thursday cvening, a meeting
on Ireland of the Trade Union
Committee against the Prevention
of Terrorism Act had been moved
to a West Indian club.

The hotel where the meeting was
booked originally refused to allow
it to take place after the manager
had received phone calls threaten-
ing his wife and children.

Third

About a third of the 80 people at
the meeting were West Indians.
The meeting became not just about
police harassment of the Irish but
of the West Indians, too.

The people there decided to hold
a demonstration outside Harlesden
Police Station and a march
through the streets of Harlesden to
protest against police brutality.

The march on Friday—150
strong--was proud and defiant.
‘Hands off blacks! Hands off the
Irish!” rang down the High Street.

The march ended with a meeting
where the women beaten by the
police told their story.

One of them, Helen George,
said:

‘We were walking home from the
club. The police stopped my
brother and tried to get him into a
police car. He's 15, [ didn't let him

_.get in because the police beat the
kids up.

‘It finished. Everyone started
going home but the police tried to

youth fight back

By Brian McDonald "

the defensive policies of our elders,
Everything we put forward was
met with ‘Have patience, have
patience’, We could no longer
console ourselves with patience
while our people were being beaten
up on the streets.’'

Asked what kind of activities he
saw the AYO getting involved in,
Ali replied: *“Well, obviously we are
supporting demonstrations against
racism and fascism. That is our
main aim at the moment.

‘But we hope in future to takean
interest in wider issues like un-
employment and trade union
organisation, and to provide social
activities for the youth.

“The reaction of the established
Asian leaders is interesting. In the
beginning they were not very
happy about us forming an AYO.

‘But eventually they realised that
however happy or unhappy they
were, we are determined to havean
organisation of our own,

‘The idea does need to be spread.
I hope that one day we can build
this organisation at a national
level.

The AYO started out in a period
when there was a spate of attacks
against black people—window

THE ANSWER

Brixton, Blackburn, Leeds and
Birmingham on the rising tide of
militancy among black workers
in Britain. Police harassment
was getting heavier
everywhere. White racists are
stepping up their attacks. In
several areas people are
frightened to go out at nights.

The meeting agreed that
black seli-defence groups and
‘patrolling the police' were the
answers. The next meeting will
consider our experience in
getting these off the ground.

CAMPAIGN AGAINST RACISM WITH SOCIALIST

smashings, beatings up and general
intimidsation.

They needed to defend
themselves. They were determined
to defend themselves. Predictably,
the police showed an immediate
interest in the founding of the
organisation. taking people in for
questioning while they were out
leafletting and visiting one man at
his place of work rather than at
home.

Message

Despite this harassment, the
AYO activists are determined to
build their organisation.

And it’s an organisation with a
message for all young workers, as
the slogan proudly painted on the
AYO banner proves. It reads
simply: ‘Young workers of the
world unite',
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OW BLACKS

ATTACKS

make us all- go one way, even
though we lived in the other
direction. They started pushing
me.’

Rosa Toussaint took up the
story, “Helen was attacked by four
police. When we heard her scream-
g we all ran back up.

‘Helen was on the floor and two

olice were over her with their

tons out, One of the police
grabbed me by the hair. Another
pulled me down.

‘Then Hyacinth Matthias came

. up and tried to pull me away. One

ﬁpnched me in the face, another
icked me in the stomach. Then
they started on Virginia.

Shirley Williams said: 'l got
thrown into the van, A policeman
hit me in the head with his radio.
He threw me in the van and kicked
me 1n the back.’

The women belicve the police
were looking for a fight, A

oliceman was reported to be
injured in an incident the night
before when they arrested a black
womarn.

‘The police are racialist,” added
Shirley Williams. ‘Every day they
just take people in, beat them up
and let them go.

‘If anything happensnow, it's us
seven girls they will pick up
because théy've got our
photographs.

‘We are being brutalised, vic-
timised and harassed. We are not
going to lic down and take it

Harlesden: March againét
Police Brutality

Assemble Saturday 3 July,
11am Liberty Cinema,
Craven Park Road, London
NW 10. Called by CARIB
(Campaign against
Racialism in Brent)

from:

10p a copy plus 7p postage
(more than 5 copies: post 3p each)

The Fight Against The Racists

The Nazional Front and How to Smash it.

A Socialist Worker pamphlet

SW Distributors, 6 Cottons Garden, London E2
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CAMPAIGN

WITH
THE

COME and help spread
the struggle for
socialism! Socialist
Worker is sold every
Saturday in the follow-
ing places—come and
help us!

CHESTER:

Foregate Sureer, Grossenor Hotel,
by entranee to precanct, |.30-2.30pm
BANGOR

Entranee to Welllickd Shoppang
Cemtre, 1080-2pem

SW LONDON:

St John's Road, Clapham
junction, ouwissge  Waolworths,
10.30am-1.30om

HARLOW

1030 am-12 30pm. 1the Trigon
statue, Broad Walk.
INNER WEST LONDON

Morth Eng Road. oulside
Wootworths, 10.1 5am-noan

§'.

racists!”

ALLOA, Clackmannanshire
Shopping centre, 11 30am - 2pm

HACKNEY

Ridley Road market, 11am-1pm
BOLTON

Fracenct. 11am-dpm

Precinet 11am-1pm
WIGAN
Makinsens Arcade, 11am 3pm

READING:
Junction of Broad Strest and Union
Street. 10am - 3pm

CHELTENHAM
1030em to 1 30pm,
Boots on the Promenade

SOUTH EAST LONDON:
Levashbamn. Clock, Tower,
12.30pm

outside

11am-

Woohvich, Powis Street, 11am 12,

noon.

Dartiord. outsids tha naw shopping
centre, 11am-12 30pm

Gravesend, oulside the marke!
antrance, 10.30em-12 noon

STUDENTS! Going home for the
summer hols? Take out a
subscription to Socialist Worker—
special offer £1.75 for three months.
Send your cheque/postal order to
Socialist Worker, Subscriptions, 6

CAMPAIGN

SOCIALIST
WORKER is a

revolutionary
paper that
seeks to

organise its
supporters
around the
following
principles:

Cottons Gardens, London E2.

WITH SOCIALIST WORKER

“TAKE a look at these photos! Then sign the
petition against racism. Don't let the Nazi
National Front grow in Hackney! Fight the

That's what ten members of Hackney
International Socialists were shouting in the
centre of Ridley Road Market in East London
on Saturday. We had two big posters made up
from the front page of Socialist Worker
headlined BRITAIN'S ADOLF HITLERS,
8 and turned our paper-selling into a small
campaign.

HELP US SELL WHERE YOU LIVE

DUNDEE
City Squarg, 11am 4pm
Thursdey and Friday evenings 4
5 30pm

NORTH WEST LONDON

flam o lpm, Cricklewood
Broadway, Kilburn Squara, Kilburn
Broacdway and Jubulee Clock,
Harlesden High Stree.

EDINBURGH

Princes Straet [east end) 11am to
4pm.  Thursdays: Entrance 1o
Weaster Halles shopping centre.
4.30pm to 5. 30pm.

| EXETER
High St, outssde Boots. |lam and
2pm-3pm

WEST BROMWICH
King Square. 12 noon-2pm

ABERYSTWYTH
Outside  Post
12.15pm-1 ASpm
Saturday  1030um-12 Mpm  and
2pi-2 30pm

STRATFORD, East London
Strutford shopping Precinct, | lam-
Ipm

COVENTRY
City Precanet, | lam-1pm. Foleshill,
The General Wolle, Hlam-lpm.

BRIXTON

Outside  Brixten fube. Ssturday
lam-lpm.  Qutsale Brixton and
Stockwel! tubes, Friday Spm-6pm

Office, Friday

it—few refused.

Thisistheway todoit...

collected 117 signatures in less than two
hours. Black and white, young and old signed

really put them in their place.

Only direct action

will change the
system

- that's

by DONALD VAN.
Vv IET_, Salford

AFTER being unemployed
for over six months, |
wanted to do something
about changing the system
that condemned me to this,
At first I'was going to join
the Communist Party. but
then [ started to read
Socialist Worker. 1 realised
that unfortunately the Com-
munist Party and the Monr-
ing Star are just different
names for the Labour Party.
For working-class people
to just sit and wait for the
existing system to change is
not enough. Talk is cheap.
It is direct action of the
kind carried out by the
International Socialists that
will put an end to unemploy-
ment, bad housing and
racialism.

CAMPAIGN WIT

INDEPENDENT
WORKING-CLASS
ACTION:

The workers create
all the wealth under
capitalism. A new
society can only be
constructed when they
collectively seize con-
trol of that wealth and
plan its production and
distribution,

REVOLUTION
NOT REFORM

The present system
cannot be patched up,
or reformed, as the
established Labour and

trade umon leaders
say. It has to be
overthrown

THERE IS NO
PARLIAMENTARY
ROAD

The structures of the

present parliament,
army, police and
judiciar cannot be

taken over and used by
the workingclass. They
grew up under
capitalism and are
designed ta protect the
ruling classas against
the workers, 7

The working class
negds an entirely
different kind of state—
a workers’ state based

upon <councils of in ather countries

woarkers’ delegates and We oppose

a workers” militia. everything which turns
Al most, parliamen- workers f;am one

tary activity c¢an be

country aga nst those

used to make  from other cc tries.
propaganda against We oppose r .cialism
the presant systam and mperialicm. We
Onlythe massactionof  oppose all im.ni.ration
the workers controls,

themselves can
destroy the system

We support 1 1e right

of black people and

INTER- other oppressed
NATIONALISM groups  to organise
their own defence, We
The struggle for  support all genuine
socialism is part of a national liberation
warld-wide  struggle. movements.
We campaign ~ for We ‘are for real,
solidarity with workers social, economic and

Socialist Worker

The rest of us sold Socialist Worker and the
new Fight the Racists pamphiet. We had
record sales for the paper—45 sold.

The best thing about this was seeing the
look of the faces of National Front members
passing by. They walked past without saying a
word, chins on the ground in disbelief. We

CAMPAIGN WITH THE SOCIALIST WORKER

CAMPAIGN WITH THE SOCIALIST WORKER

WHATS ON

Natices for What's On
should be posted to reach
Socralist Worker by first post
on the Monday before
publication. Adverts . will
NOT he accepted by pHone.
Send to: What's On, SW,
Corbridge Waorks, Corbridge
Crescent, London £E2 908S.

SOCIALIST
WORKER
MEETINGS

SOUTHWARK TEACHERS SWw

Public Meetings:

15 iy Tha Siruggle in Haly

At Sciih Benk  Poly,  Srudants
Lmion sy S4 Detads from Gil
Locwsinatain (6§22-1090)
HULL Sacialest Woarker discussipn
mestings: Every second Sunday. 7pm,
at ?ucxalisl Books, 238 Springbank,
Hull.

Sunday 4 July: Crisis in Southarn
Afrca

Sundey 18 July The Labour Party,
an pbstacle to Scoialism

WOLVERHAMPTON SW public
meeating: Tany CHff spesking on
LENIN. Tuesday & July, 745pm, The
Vine, Broasd Stréet

FLAME Wast Indies Group public
meeting: The Jaxmaican Trate Unions
and 1hair Political 1es  Saturday 3
July. 2o0m. Renk and File Centre, 2668
Seven  Sislers Rosd, Longon N4
iFinsbury Park tuba) Al Flame
roaders walkoeme

FLAME editonal board meeting: All
Flasne supporters welcome. Saturday
3 July, 11am, Rank and Fila Cantré,
265n Seven Sisters Aoad, London N4

CARDIFF. SW International Day
Schaol: Permanant arms aconomy,
permanent revolution, world crisis,
sohdarity  wark, multinational
COMPANIos” tawdads tha revalulanary
Memetenal Speaker Joanna Rollo,
timtarnational Soclalists internatonal
sevretaryl Sunday 4 July 10am-
Spm, IS Cantre. 58 Bridge Streat,
Cardifl. All SW supporters welcome

HULL SW public meeting: Daes
Iremigration csuse unemployment
We say nal Speaker John Taylor
from Bradford Wednesday 7 July
1.30pm, Steveddores and Dookers
Club, Pasterngate (off Pnnces Dock
Sidel.

TOWER HAMLETS Sacialist Workar
meetings: Wednesdays, 8pm, Gy of
Landon Paly Students Unwon Aldgets
1TV rooon, 3cd Hlaor)

7 Juby; 1ha Cammunist Party

28 July Tha braak-up of the Fourtn
metnanicaal

11 August: Revolutionaries in the
Uniteg Front

HACKNEY SCHOOLS SW public
meeting: Cluna--before & atter Mao
Spesker: ‘lvﬁel Harris, Momaay 12
Juiy. Bpen, The Talbot public house
Mortirver Ad, N1 ALL WELCOME

ISLINGTON Socialist Worker
mesting.  Stop  Racialism! Fight
unempiayment! Speakar Tany Cliff,
plus @ speaker from Flame.
Waeadnesday 7 July, Bpm, Canonbury
Infants  School, Highbury Corner,

Londan N1
SOUTH WEST LONDON Socialist
Worker meeting:  The Minority

Movement and the Communist Party.
Speaker: Duncan Hallas. Monday 5
July, 8pm, Clapham Comman Liwary
Clapham Common North S«e

NORTH LONDON Women's Voice
Group public meeting: Bartarad
Wives. Speaker: Pat Brawn {Lambeth
Woman's Aidl. Monday 5 July, 8pm,
The Beehive pub, Stoneleigh Road,
Tottenham

STAMFORD Inaugural Socislist
Worker Public meeting: How The
Fat Cats steal all of the cream
Speaker David Bunch |Peterborougn
International Sacalists, Thursday 22
July, watch SW for further dctnn]s

CENTR?K LONDON  Woman's
Voica piblic Masting: Equal Payand
How to get it Thursdey 8 July,
6.30pm, The Plough, Mussurm Street,

8 WHERE WE STAND

pohtcal
women.

The experience of
Russia demonstrates
that a socialist revolu-
tion cannot survive in
isolation in one coun-
try.

Russia, China and
Eastern Europe are not

equality of

socialist, but state
capitalist
We support the

struggles of workers in
these countries against
the bureaucratic ruling
class

THE

REVOLUTIONARY
PARTY

If you want to know more about Socialist Worker and the
International Socialists, fill in the form on page 15.

Toachieve socialism,
the most militant sec-
tions of the working

class have to be
organised nto a
revolutionary socialist
parly.

Such aparty canonly
be built by activity in
the mass organisations
of the working class.

We have to prove.in
practice to other
workers that reformist
leaders and reformist
ideas are opposed to
their own interests.

We have to build a
rank and file movement
within the unions.

We urge all those
who agree with our
policies to join with us
in the struggle to build
the revolutionary party.

SOUTH EAST LONDON Wamean's
Vaice public meeting: Women Under
Artack. Speakers: Margaret Renn and
Caraline Conwey, Thursday B July

8pm,  Charlton House. Charlton
London SE7
ITALY —WHAT NEXT? Socialist

Worker day schoolon The Roots of the
Crisis, The role of the Caommunist
Party, The Rewvolutionary Left, The
elections and  future  prospects,
Saturday 10 July, 10am lo Spm,
Potytachinic of North London Stugants
Union, Holloway Road, London N7
{nearest tube Holloway Road). For
accommaodation phone 01.439 6541

SOCIALIST
WORKER
EVENTS

ALLOA Socialist Worker public
meeting:  Parlamentary Read 10
Sociphsm? Thursday 8 July, 7.30pm
The Royal Oak Hotel Allos
Clackmananshire

SALFORD Socialist Worker readers
gnd- members of e International

Secialists mesl  Wednesdgays  at
7 30pm i Yo Olde Nelson, Chapel
Straat, Salfoed

7 Juby: Spasn

_ 14 July Communist Party ard the
British Roac to Socislism
21 July Racism

HACKNEY Grand

ummer
Workar

<

4370
v 2 July, 8pm onwards Bring
vour {rends

Socializst Worker NOARTH AMERICA
day schiool Satursay 10 Juty, Tdam
Spm, Badiord Collegs, Regants Park
wadon NW 1 fraom 107, Tuke
Buildingl Sessions on: Prospects
American capitalism, Tha American
Labour Moyemant Industeigl
Struggle, The Black Moverment, Links
Satwean the Inmernatanal So 13
= the US @nd in Sritain. For overnigh
accomodatica and furthar detacls,
phone 01 254 3962

CARDIFF SW supporters’ sesside
outing: Sunday 1! July. Phone
Carghi? 499578 for gata s of transport
ate, Bring the lamily. Kasp this day
free

ILFORD Disco in aid of the Socialist
Worker Fighting Fund: Friday 8 July

Spm. The Plough, lifard Lane, lliore
Free food. Bar extension, raffle
Tickats 50p

INNER EAST LONDON Socialist
Workaer Finhtina Fund Soriph: Fridny
16 July, 8prm 1o madnight, St Hilda's
East Community Centra, Club Row
London E2.  Admission. 65p
unemployed 36p.

NOISS

IMPERIALISM:  Waekend  school
organised by the Natienal
Organisation of International
Socialist Societies, 10-11 July, In
Londen. Sessions on  Imperislism
Today (introduced by Nigel Harris) ard
workshops on various areas of the
world. Overseas studants aspecially
wolcome. Further details from NOISS,
6 Cattons Gardens, Londan E2 (phone
01-739 97721  NON-STUDENTS
ALSO WELCOME

REVOLUTIONS OF THE 20TH
CENTURY: Weakend schaol timedto
mark 40 yaars since the outbreak of
the Spanish Civil War. 17-18 July, in
London, Sesswons on Russ:aa 1817,
Garmany 1923, Spain 1936, Hunpary
1956 and Portugal 1974, Details from
NQISS, 6 Cottons Gardens, Landon
E2 (phone 01-735 9772} NON
STUDENTS WELCOME

INTERNATIONAL
SOCIALISTS

SW Litha Are offering a PRINTING
APPRENTICESHIP, to starl 35 soon
as possbla, Apphicants must be under
19 and have & mechanical aptituda

Applications in writing 10 . Training
Officer, SW Litha, Corbirdge Works,
Corbeidge Crescent, London E2 9DS

PORTUGAL: first maating of
International Sociabists Portugal sub-
committes, # July, 6 Coltons
Gargans. London, E2.

TASS: National meeting for sil IS
members in TASS: Saturday 10 July,
11am, Trades Council Club, Leeds
Members are urged ta bring
supparters. Further details from Mick
Tew |phona Caventry 466486),

Room for IS member In central East
London fiar {wary cheap) Write Box 5,
6 Cottons Gardens,London E2 8DN.

COMRADE WANTED to run
Coventry 1§ bookshop. Weite to
Trade Union and Socialist Books {8ox
B}, Queen Vicioria Rosd, Coventry, for
further detalls

SOCIALIST WORKER
DISTRIBUTORS needs & London-
based comrade 10 work unpaid 10
hours & week. Some evening work,
Qualifications; Must be willing and
able 0 work with other groups
including Itbertarians.
Ring/write/visit Pete Fysh, 6 Cottons
Gardens, London EZ (phone 01-739
2639). \
WHITEHAVEN: Comrade selling in
Whitehaven ;luso phone Bill Fagu
Workington 3985,

ROOM for a comrade in North
London until October. Phone 01-837
4742 g 137 (dayy) 01-340 4994
fevenings and weekends|

NALGO: National meeting for all IS
members in NALGO, Weekend 17-
18 July, starts 10.30am Y,
Students  Union, Bamas Wallis
Building, UMIST, Sackville Strees,
Manchester. Accommaodation. phone
Penny Parkes, 061-434 7265 joutside
work hours),



PRE-

VIEW

THURSDAY
SECOND

(BBCH) strays into politics
with a look at the Berlin
Reichstag Fire of 1933,
which the Nazis used as

VERDICT

propaganda for seizing
power. Evidence has since
shown that the Nazis
started the fire themselyves,
The programme interviews
Witnesses.

FRIDAY

Accidents at work are
the subject of THE UN-
GUARDED MOMEN
(ITV,10.30am), Not ex-
pected to be militant, but
possibly. useful for infor-
mation,

SATURDAY
Weep a few tears for the
poverty-stricken rich in

THE DRUMMONDS OF
MEGGINCH (BBC2), a
documentary about a

Scottish family that's hay-
ing a hard time keeping up
its grouse moors, cocktail
partics and Highland
balls.

Newsreel and documen-
tary from the hungry
1930's are part of
BROTHER, CAN YOU
SPARE A DIME? (Mid-
night Movie, BBC2).

MONDAY

BILL BRAND (ITV,
9pm), the Labour MP with
a socialist inside trying to
et out, sells himself a little
urther down the river this
week. Last week he was
taking a hard line on
abortion and women's
liberation—now he finds
that canvassing lands him
judging beauty contests
and soft-pedalling on
abortion for the Catholic
vote.

Brand’s fall to respec
ability is an excellent
indictment of the
parliamentary road to
socialism. Watch it if you
miss everything else,

THURSDAY

Politics and crnicket do
mix, That was proved by
Trinidadian socialist CLR
James. Hetalks about it on
OMNIBUS (BBCI).

A TOP-LEVEL VETO has been slammed
by the BBC on an article about racial
violence.

The article, by BBC Radio London
journalist Denis McShane, takes a strong
line against racism.

It quotes Asian community leaders’
criticism of the police dismissal of racial
violence as ‘mugging or vandalism’.

It quotes a black journalist’s criticisms of
newspaper and television handling of racial
issues, and asks how much their
sensationalism directly causes racism.

The article grew from a half-hour radio
programme that Denis McShane made for
Radio London on Sunday 5 June, and an
eight-minute feature for the BBC4 World
This Weekend.

He submitted a draft of the article to
George Scott, editor of the BBC weekly
publication The Listener. After slight

rewriting Scott decided to run the article as.

the main feature in the 17 June issue.

But on 16 June, the station manager of
Radio London told Denis McShane
informally that the article was not to be
published. He said that BBC management
above the level of the general manager and
the editor of The Listener had vetoed
publication.

Denis McShane has been given no
official explanation for the suppression of
the article, a large section of which we
publish here. Only lack of space prevents us
publishing the article in full.

An immediate protest was made by the
London Radio branch of the National
Union of Journalists, which has circulated
details of the veto to all branches of the
union.

g

A photograph from the latest exhibition at the Half Moon Gallery in East London, titled ‘Women . .

article

AFTER a period in
hospital in Walthamstow,
Mahmood Yunis is now
slowly recovering from an
attack by white youths,

In Bow 4l-year-old
Rawal Sirigh tried to get
over his second assault
within the month; on this
occasion his wife screamed
helplessly while a gang of
white vouths tried to slit his
throat. No one in the street
dared open their doors to
help.

In Barking a 20-year-old
Asian worker was luckier and
tougher. He was pounced on
by a car load of whites but
fought back.

Luckily

A quick kick in the crutch
disposed of one attacker and
then as he fell to the ground
with two others no one could
spot the dark face toaim atin
the rolling mass of bodies.

Luckily too he was just
outside his front door and the
noisec brought Asian
neighbours pouring into the
street to frighten off the white
vouths . . .

Attention may have been
focussed on Southall follow-
ing the killing of the Asian
student and the subsequent
events but over in East Lon-
don where Asiancommunities
are more diffuse there has
been an increasing number of
clashes. sometimes between
groups of whites and Asians
and often involving a gang of
whites and a single immigrant

‘The police put racist
violence down as mugging or
vandalism,” said Sibgaht
Kadri, secretary of the Stan-
ding Conference of Pakistani

. Work in Hackney’, The

Organisations.

‘But although a mugger
might call someone a ‘black
bastard’ and then rob him
i's quite different when, as
happened recently, @ woman
in Stratford was terrorised by
whites who forced her to
phone for her husband and
then when he arrived they beat
him up and called him an
illegal immigrant.

‘No ordinary mugger stops -

to explain the theory of illegal
immigration when he s
beating up a victim . , . °
Criticism

The role of press and televi-
sion has come in for heavy
criticism from Asian leaders.
Gary Gurmeet, a young East
African Asian, is a journalist
who has covered the Southall
arca for his paper the
Middlesex County Times and
he says that Asian families feel
quite defenceless when they
see headlines proclaiming the
problems of illegal immigrants
or watch a confused, defensive
refugee from Malawi used by
television news as an impec-
cable source for the promised
arrival of another 4000 Asians
from East Africa.

‘I belicve the British press ta
be among the most advanced

photographs are by the Hackney Flashers Collective. {1 Half Moon Gallery, 27 Alie Streel, London E1 (Aldgate tube), 11am-6pm, until 3 July.
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BBC suppresses
anti-racist

in the world so why do they so
uncritically accept a document
like the Hawley report? In the
popular papers there was no
guestioning of the Hawley
report.

‘The papers seem to relish
giving maximum publicity to
“Enough 15 Enough™ speeches
and other remarks and stories
that increase racial tension,’
complains Gurmeet,

It 15 a worry shared by many
white journalists. In Fleet
Street the National Union of
Journalists’ Central London
branch has condemned some
of their own members for the
way some national papers
handled the arrival of the
Malawi  Asian families at
Gatwick . . .

Proud

In Barking it wasn't difficult
to find young whites who were
proud of their Paki-bashing
exploits, | came across one
gang of teenagers whose
leader explained to me about
all the ‘Asians who were
coming in from Malaysia—
that’s the place isn't it, Jeff?

Jeff was quick to reply.
‘Yeah, Malaysia,” he said,
confirming his friend’s
geographical uncertainty
between Dr Banda's African
dictatorship and the Asian
state to the north of
Sin apore.

‘We've got to stop them,
another declared. ‘They've
come over here. They get put
up in four star hotels. They
live in out houses, five familics
to one house, get rent and
waterworks for £1 a week.

‘Then they get all the jobs,
you fook at the buses, it's
nothung but Pakis on them
now, Maybe if we keep
beating them up they'll all go
away.'

Alf Garnest, you might say,
is alive and well and living in
the heads of teenagers in Bark-
ing.

Sharp

The mindless, apolitical
rucist | encountered among
the young whites about to
leave school, mostly to join the
dole queue, isa sharp reminder
of how speeches often hedged
with careful qualifications
from sophisticated politicians
like Enoch Powell or Bohb
Mellish become predigested in
hig “headlines and snappy
newspaper ‘intros’ and are
fimally re-gurgitated by white
youngsters lpoking for an
cxcuse to release some
frustrated energy on the next
illegal immigrant or social
security. sponger they happen
(o COome across . . .

Asian leaders closer to the
ground are developing almost
a conspiracy theory about
what happened. It just cannot
be a coincidence, they say, to
have such a sequence of
newsworthy events all of
which put Asian immigrants
in such a bad light.

‘The Malawi Asians at
Gatwick, the leaking of the
Hawley report to a politician
like Enoch Powell, "Enough is
Enough” from Bob Mellish;
all of these have happened
right on top of each other.
explained Surendra Kumar of
the Community Relations
Commission,

‘It is almost as if the es-
tablishment or the govern-
ment waited to turn the white
population against the Asian
community, perhaps to bring
in new laws to stop even
dependants from joining their
families over here.’

[0 The Emergency phone
number works. Remember
it. You may need |
tomorrow if you or one o
your males is held under
this Act.

01-603 8654.

What it
means
to live

1n terror

NEARLY 2000 Irish peo-
¢ have been arrested in
ritain under the Preven-

tion of Terrorism Act.

Only one in 20 has been

charged with anything

serious, Four have been

charged with wasting
police time,
CAST, the socialist

theatre group, have a new
play that shows what this
means to the Irish com-
munity. It tells the story of
a working-class militant of
Irish origin—his family
left Derry when he was
three—who is picked up as
a suspected bomber.

The charge is obyiously
ludicrous but the in-
terrogation he faces is so
ferocious that before he
realises what is ha !ening
1o him he has t them
everything about himself
and his family, from where

_his  nine-year-old  sister
goes to school to where his
granny is buried, and the
police “have built up a
lunatic case against him.

When he knows he is
heing set-up, he starts to
fight back. A piece of film
is shown of troops rioting
in Belfast and he starts to
question his interrogators
and force them to reveal
the real reasons behind
what they're doing. +

Members

He also has a go at two
members of the govern-
ment, the first a bureaucrat
sent along to see that the
law is being enforced and
the second a left Labour
MP, there to make sure he
isn't ‘tortured or mis-
treated’,

It is a frightening,
savage play. We in the
audience felt we were right
there being interrogated to
the point of panic,

It is not a funny play.
There are some jokes but
they are against us and too
bitter to raise much of a
laugh. It is not the play for
a pleasant night out but it
is a fighting play.

It must be shown on
building sites and in lunch
hours—its  30-minute
length makes it excellent
for this. It must be shown
throughout the Irish com-
munity and to English
audiences,

And as an excellent
introduction to meetings
on the Prevention of
Terrorism Act,

It shows that the Act
affects us nll, Irish people,
trade  unionists and
revolutionary socialists, It
won't go away. It has to be
fought.

It is Dbeing fought
through the Trade Union
Committee Agpguinst  the
PTA, a rank and file body
which organises legal aid
for anyone picked up
under the Act, and pickets
outside the police station
where they are held.

PAT O’KEEFE
and HARRY
TAIT
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Racist?
We're
white as

SNOW

I REALLY must protest
about the article in
Socialist Worker of 12
June, which you headlined
‘Is your local newspaper
racist like this? and then go
on to print headlines and
matter from the Lan-
cashire Evening Telegraph.

I'here are a number of
serious inaccuracies which do
grave injustice and injury not
only to a fair-minded
newspaper but also to an
ahjective staff,

Let me deal. Nirst of all.with
the inaccuracies.

|, The Evening Telegraph's
policy is not racist, Since July
1970 when we first stated our
view publicly on Page One we
have supported the peaceful
and harmonious integration
of the Jacal and immigrant
communitics. We repeated
this at length on Page One not
4 fortnight ago and 1 am
surprised you were not made
aware of this.

2. The small correction
which you say we carried after
publication of a story about
unmigrants  was, in  fact,
published the next night on
Page One under a three-line
30pt headline and with the text
set in bold reverse indent to
give added weight to the story.
[t was not a correction atall, it
was a tollow-up story repor-
ting the new development in
the case,

3. You repost ‘Push the
local reporters until you get
your activities into the local
paper as an opposite pole of
altraction to the racists, as
Blackburn  International
Socialists have successfully
done, There have been mno
official or unofficial ap-
Ymachca to this newspaper by
nternational  Socialists  of
which 1 am aware,

Had there been | would
have drawn their attention to
the editorial stance of this
newspaper. Our poliey is that
we are independent, owing no
allegiance to any party or
group. We see our tasks as
reporting the news objectively
without fear or favour. Our
columns are open to news
items from all sections of the

community
As a matter of interest we
have carried constructive

comments on the racial situa-
tion on several occasions-
one of the few unaligned
voices to speak -out on the
subject, if not the only one,
It is my view that certain
matter contained in  your
article and its headlines is not
only inaccurate and setiously
damaging to the reputation
and integrity of this
newspaper but is actionable,
| would ask vou to desist
from further publication of
inaccurate material detrimen-
tal to their newspaper’s
reputation and, failing this, 1
shall be obliged to give serious
consideration as to whether
the matter should be resolved
through recourse to law,

O 1AN A JACK, Editor,
Lancashire Evening
Telegraph, Blackburn.

Why I quit Broad Left

I WOULD like to express my
anger and disgust at the
National Union of Student
executive’s handling of the
student teacher unemploy-
ment campaign.

As a member of the Broad
Left when the campaign
began, | was u little uneasy
about the week-long delay to
react to the Scottish colleges'
lead.

When the executive refused

Threeyears

Pensioners demonstrate outside the Trades Union Congress in Blackpoo!

without a
father...

I READ THE Socialist Worker leaflet ‘They’re
welcome here’.
God will bless you if you will he

problem.

With regard to human rights, I want some of
those human rights. I want them so that I can get
my husband to join me here in the UK.

I have been here in this country since 1973. 1
hold a British passport. But my husband hasbeen = it
refused an entry voucher from the British

ambassador in Tanzania.

Does this government want my children to
forget their father? He has not seen them for three
years. The little one was just three years old when
she last saw her father. Is this fair?

Does this government want us to get a divorce?
Please help me before my life is ruined. I am only

27 years old.

0 MRS VOTHLANI, Leicester.

The kids suffer...

I HAVE come to the conclu-
sion that evervbody has
forgotten the people that
suffer most as a result of
education cuts . . . , the kids.

Liverpaol is one of the
worst arcas for both un-
employment and bad
educational standards and I
would like to take this oppor-
tunity to inform you of what
has been going on.

Firstly, only 40 places are

to call out all unions and
polytechnics T realised an
International Socialist com-
rade’s warning was right: A
sell-out was imminent.

I've quit the Broad Left
because of this campaign, My
appeal to all Broad Left
militants is get out and, like
me, join the International
Socialists.

O NINA DE MARCO,
Bognor Regis

being offered to students
leaving the C_F. Mott College
of Education this year when
we were led to believe there
wolld be 200, Surely there isa
need for mare than this,

Secandly, and most impor-
tant, Knowsley education
autharity  were  allocated
enough money to employ: 50
students from next
September, but they. spent it
on something else.

Some of our students oc-
cupied the finance section of
the education offices, When
the police arrived they were
told to leave. Of course, the
authority wanted the whole
matter hushed up. We receiv-
ed hundreds of signatures on
our petition. People were
outraged when they heard
what was going on.

The taxpayers of the area
are behind us and we will
continue to fight for their kids®
rights,

Good luck and thanks tothe
41—your suffering hasn’t been
in vain.

O Bernadeite Walmsley,
Prescot.

Ip me solve my

THE pensioners’ move-
ment is fighting for a
decent standard of living
and better social amenities
for the old folk.

Militant ~ pensioners  de-
mand S0 per cent (single) and
75 per cent (married couple) of
the national average industrial
make earnings.

At present wage rates that
means a pension of £30 and
£40.

The London Region of the
British Pensioners and Trade
Union Action Committee has

a charler of demands, in
addition to the pension in-
CTEUSES,

We want:

Guaranteed housing
standards so that pen-
sioners can live independent
livesin their own homes. That
meuns sheltered accommoda-
tion; the state pension dis-
regarded for tax purposes; and
heating as a basic right for all
with an ullowance which is
realistically related to fuel
prices of next winter.

There is another pensioners’
organisation—the Federation

. Piclure: Peter Harrap (Réparl)

TAMESIDE has received
more than its share of
publicity recently. But,
while the question of how
children should be
educated is important it is
by no means the be-all and
end-all of its problems.

Tameside has more than its
fair share of “slum’ property
still occupied. more than its
fair share of old and
dilapidated schools and poor
Health Service premises.

The local trades wunion
council has been growing in
numbers and influence steadi-
ly over the past 18 months. But
just recently it took off, It now
has more than 13,000 af-
filiates, more than [KL ap-
pointed  delepates—averag
1976 attendance 54 -and 58
affiliated union branches.

Tony Cliff:

lEI Volume 2

All Power
to the
Soviets

! £3.80

. including

%4 postage
—yolumes
1 and 2 for
o £7. Cash with
orders please.

PLUTO AR PRESS unic 10 Spencer court

7 Chalcot Road, London NW1 8LH..

Our struggle 1s
a class struggle

of Old Age Pensioners. It is
respectable, non-militant and

dneffective, It resists unity with

other militant groups.

Its constitution is legalistic
and its branches badly attend-
ed. lts reactionary leaders
discourage active struggle by
individual militant members.

The BPTUAC is the mili-
tant organisation among pen-
sioners. It is organised into
active groups in localities
throughout the Greater Lon-
don arca. These groups meel
in an informal friendly at-
mosphere and all members are
involved in activity.

They demonstrate, picket
and lobby on local issues of
concern to pensioners such as

Letters

IT’S NOT JUST Postal
THE SCHOOLS Points

Activity started this vear
with a picket—its first infocal
memory—af a factory

remises which was employ-
ing schoolchild labour in out-
of-school-hours,

Then the unemployment
sub-committee organised a
public meeting on unemploy-
ment in the run-up to the local
elections.

The 1irades council,
prompted by its teachers’
unions was first off the mark
when the Tories took control
ofthe local district council and
set oul to reverse the policy on
comprehensive education.

But activity, no matter for
what purpose—and often it is
the only thing that attracts
from mnewspapers and
television —-attention, is by no
means the sum total of s trades
council's function.
Attitudes—especially  to
current political topics—are
also important,

Here,s 1 think. Tameside
I'rades Council has appeared
truly progressive. Its printed
statement of policy on the
economic situation—
published for the unemploy-
ment mecting—embodies a
great deal of the Right to
Work manifesto, including
opposition to the public ser-
vice culs.

A Labour overnment
abandoning one atter another
of its clection manifesto
pledges is no real help 0 a
trades council in its fight
Jocally, for the local Tories
will be only tao willing to
implement ‘cuts’” and add to
the burdens on working peo-
ple by cuts in the ‘social wage',
which always bears hardest on
the most underprivileged such
as pensioners and one-parent
famifies.

It is for these sections ofthe
working class that trades
union
concerned—not just for wage-
earners-—as the mass media
would have its gullible readers
believe
O BERT ELLICOT,
secretary, Tameside Trade
Union Council.

councils are also

social service cuts, to force the
opening of day centres and to
get pensioners living in slum
conditions into decent accom-
maodation.

These groups and trade
unions affiliated to the Lon-
don Region BPTUAC help to
organise individual pensioners
to sel up new groups. It also
orgunises mass lobbies of
parliament and is at the
moment collecting a massive
petition on heating demunds.

The militant pensioners’
struggle must become 3 mass
movement, To do so it needs
the active support of socialists
and rank and file militants
throughout the labour move-
ment.,

The pensioners’ struggle isa
class struggle!

O A socialist pensioner, Lon-
don

Write to
Letters,
Socialist
Worker,
Corbridge
Works,
Corbridge
Crescent
London E2

AFTER SEEING the advert
for the leaflet They're
Welcome Here' | sent for
500 copies. When they
arrived | was disappointed
that a really good leaflet
was ruined by that inane
piece of graffitti ‘Enoch
Powell is a Liar'.

if we are to be taken
seriously surely we must
put forward constructive
arguments rather than the
above remark.

O JOHN HUTTLY,
Chichester,

¢ e

GIVEN THE result of the
recent elections and
coverage on the BBC and in
the press, the racial situa-
tion in Blackburn merits 38
national mobilisation in a
major demonstration in that
town.

1 NUT and NALGO
members, East London.

CONGRATULATIONS on
recent articles exposing
fascist murderers like
Enoch Powell, the arch-
criminal left to roam loose
for too long, and attacks on
national newspapers
which seek to pervert the
course of true justice by
hiding the truth, baffling
the: readers by cleverly
turned-round words neatly
concealing the real situa-
tion which of course they
help to perpetuate.

As a teacher one of my
biggest problems is to
make the kids understand
that every one of them has
something to offer to the
world, they have
themselves.

A sense of failure creeps
into them so readily and
they become so despon-
dent and lacking in con-
fidence, products of an
unjust society.

Let us do away with
privilege because of what
‘you are’ or worse still of
what ‘you have’,

1D CWOOLLEY, Canter-
bury.



AMERICA 1776

THE newspaper, Television and public
relations industries are glorifying the
200th anniversary of the American
revolution this week. They all ignore one
thing: that it was a revolution.

Although the fruits of that revolution
have been enjoyed ever since by the rich
businessmen of America, the people who
carried the revolution through were the

working people

TWO HUNDRED
vears ago this summer,
the American army
under George
Washington was driven
out of New York.

Pursued by the full might
of 1he Britsh occupation
army and its German
mercenaries; the army
stumbled in retreat down the
long road 1o Newark.

On the road, they were
jained by an Englishman
called Tom Painc.  The
soldiers had heard of Paing.

Many had read his boak,
Common Sense, which was
America’s first best-seiler, It
sold 50,000 copics and was
read  in  almost  every
American houschold.

It put the case against the
British conqueror. It showed
how the dignity, hivelthood
and trade of Amcricans were
exploited by a corrupt British
Court,

On the banks of the
Delaware river,
Washingtan's Revolutionary
army stopped, Cold, hungry,
decimated by desertion, it
waited as the German
mercenaries closed in,

Huddled by a fire, resting
his. paper on a drum head,
Paine wrote his first. Crisis
paper: ‘These are the times
which try men's souls,” The
summer  soldier and the
sunshine patriot will, in this
crisis, shrink from the service
of their country; but he that
stands it now deserves the
love and thanks of men and
wamen',

Army

The Crisis paper was
printed and distributed to the
soldiers,

On  Christmas night the
tattered army crossed the
Delaware at Trenton and
swrprised the German mer-
ceneries in their reveley, One
thousand  prisoners  were
raken. Ax the British General
Howe maved in his army for
revenge, the American arnt)
eseaped again through the
night, leaving the sentries
Joking und the bonfires blaz-
ing.

In four more years, the
British never recovered from
the double master=stroke at
Trenton. And Washington
was the first te admit that the
troops were steeled to deter-
mination afd audacity by the
relentless agitation of Tom
Paine,

DURING these four
years Paine wrote 12
more Crisis papers,
cach directed to the
heart of the American
revolution: to the com-

of America, the

did
have a

evolution

Words by
PAUL FOOT

Illustrated by
PHIL EVANS

T T B R N )
mon people who fought
in the army and sustain-
ed that army in the
field.

The struggle of the
American colonies was pop-
ular in London's liberal es-
tablishment, Middle-class
careerists such as Edmund
Burke feted Paine in country
houses when he returned to
England in 1788,

Burke and his class were
prepared to. patronise the
revolution in America, but
they recled in terror from the
revolution in France which
unleashed the forces of the
working people far more
powerfully than in America

Paine rallied to the
defence of the French revolu-
tion. He wrote The Rights of
Man.,

Care

Men like Burke. he wrote,
were - hypnotised by the
flummery of socicty without
care or concern for its human
condition,

‘France has not levelled, it
hay exalted. It has put down
the drarf to ser up the man,’

Thousands of working
men, just learming to read,

TOFIND MORE

The best biography of Tom Paine is by Mocure Conway. It's
out of print and in two volumes, but it will be in most libraries.
Maost other biographies are boring or right-wing. The most
enjovable book is Howard Fast's CITIZEN TOM PAINE. if
you see that in a second-hand bookshop, snap it up. :
But the things to read abouw! Palne are by Paine. THE
RIGHTS OF MAN (85p) and COMMON SENSE (70p ) have
Just been published by Penguin Books. Available by post from
Bookmarks, 265 Seven Sister Road, London N4,

tradesmen, the farm labourers and the
black people. That revolution - was
symbolised by the writing and agitation
of Tom Paine, the son of a British
staymaker, who threw all his energies
into the struggle of American working
people to rid themselves of their British

Oppressors.

Socialist Worker celebrates the 200th
anniversary of the revolution with a

tribute to Tom Paine.

es, the

bought The Rights of Man
and read it hungnly. For
those who didn't read, Tom
Paine socicties organised
readings,

Painc was no longer
welcome in the great hiberal
houses. But when he went as
guest of honour to the dinner
of the Revolution Societyata
London tavern in November
1791, the members rose and
sang a song specially written
for the occasion:

He comes—the Great
fl’_{()')ﬂf‘l‘ comes,

Cease your trumpets, cease.
vour drums.

Freedom, freedom, freedom,
freedom,

Rights of Man and Paine
resound,

At which Paine praposed a
toast to “The Revolution of
the Warld!

WILLIAM PITT'S
government  banned
Paine’s books and
charged him with sedi-
tion and blasphemy.
Paine fled to
revolutionary France
where he was greeted as
a_ hero

Paine welcomed the French
Revolution, but even he
shirked from pressing it
through to its conclusion

He sided with the reac-
tionaries of the Gironde who
oppased the execution of the
King. He wasimprisoned and
almost executed.

lom Paine’s wrtings
became 4 central part of the
revolutionary movement for
two centuries, Mare than a
million copies of The Rights
of Man were sold in Britain
during the [9th century,

The central message of
Tom Paine's astonisking life
was a simple gne: that human
society will always be wrong-
Iy governed as long as govern-
ment s by wealth, force of
arms or hereditary succes:
sion.

He argued instead lor.

?

representative  governmenl,

by the living for the living, He
argucd against all assumed
power. His arguments still
throb with relevance.

Qur ‘representative
government' today is not
representative at all. Tt s a
weak, corrupt puppet of
unrepresentative and
hereditary corporations.

Paine’s demolition of the
power af Kings and courtiers
in the 1790s can be turned
with devasting effect on the

" bankers and boardrooms of

the 1970s,

‘All hereditary government
i5 by its nature tyranny. An
heritable crown or an
heritable throne, or by what
oter fanciful names such
things are called, have no
other significant explanation
than that mankind = are
hetitahle praperty. To inherit
a gevernment is to inherit the
pecple as if they were flocks
and herds’.

So what are we todo?

Something

Tom Paine has something
to say about that too. Indeed,
all his life be was doing
something against tyranny
and corruption

“The amazing and still
increasing expenses  with
which old governments are
conducted, the numerous
wars they engage in. or
provoke, the embarrassments
they throw in the way of
universal civilisation and
commerce, and the oppres-
sion and unsurpation they
practise at haome have
weatied out the patience of
the world.

‘In such a situation,
revolutions are to be
looked for. They are

' becoming the subjects of

universal  conversation,
and may be considered the
Order of the Day’.

SOCIALIST WORKER 3 July

The gun, the bomb
and the flaming
cross of racism—
this is too often the
face America shows
the world today.
Yet in 1776 their
fight for freedom
inspired the
oppressed people of
the world.

‘Lecture series”

GLASGOW: Every secono
Thursday, 7 .30pm, Paisley Town
Hal

1 Juiy: Reforrmism and the trade
unions, Speaker: Jimmy McCallum

8 July: Bulding the revalutionary
socialist  party Spasker:  Mike
Gonzalar

SOUTH WEST LONDON: Every
second Mongay, Bpm Clapham
Common Library, Clapham Com-
mon North Side

5 July: Minority Moverment and
tha Communist Party, Speaker
Duncan Hallas

19 July: Russi 1917, Speaker .
Toay Clitf.

2 August: Fascism and Counter-
Rewolution

LIVERPOOL: Every Wadnasday,
7.30pm, 1S Books, Berry Street

30 June. Can Socialism come
through  Parlisment?  Speaker:
Roger Kling

July: The history and traditions

ot the Labour Party. Spaaker: Chris
Jones,

14 July; The Communest Party
Spesker Andry Drummond

21 July HRank and File
Mavemenis Speaker.  Jsck
Robertson

28 July: How the System Works,
an. introguction to  Marxist
aconomies, Speakar Brian Jones

976 15
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. Why RDL are
cutting the
safety corners

by Alec Armitage
(golletmaken Union)

I'M a welder at the Red-
path Dorman Long rig-
building vard at Methil in
Fife. Last Wednesday a
plater grinder and myself
were sent to a job, fitting
sea-fastenings to the bot-
tom of the Occidental Oil
deck section which is due
to be floated out soon,

Because of this the job had
to he completed as soon as
possible, and safety
precautions were being almost
completely ignored.

The job was too hijh up to
reach from the ground. so the
foreman brought over an oil
drum for us to stand on, and
because the ground wasn’t
level, he packed it underneath
with loose bricks.

This foreman, by the way, is
our representative on the yard
safety committer

Unsteady

Because the barrel was
obviously unsteady, we refus-
ed point-blank to stand on it,
und at this the foreman storm-
ed off, and returned a few
mintués later with no fewer
than five head foremen.

Again we refused to start
the job, and also pointed out
that men working above our
heads with scaffolding, shif-
fing about poles and planks,
and that there was the danger
of us being hit by falling
objects.

The next day, with the job
still not started, the case was
brought up with the stewards
and the site safley represen-

Notices and

neetings

Notices for this column
must be posted to arrive by
first post the Monday before
publication, We cannot take
them over the phone, Send
CASH WITH COPY (10p a
word) to Classified, Socialist
Worker, Corbridge Works,
Corbridge Crescent, London
£2 80S. No invoices can be
sent.

NUS/Anti-Apartheid  Movement
annual conference on Southern
Africa 9-11 July, Shelfseid Cltg

College. Registrations from AAM, B
Charlofte St. London W1

CYPRIOT WORKER in Greek—June
and July issue outl now. Articles on
Racism and How to Fight Back, The
TUC Deal with Healey and the Fight
for the Right toa Work, Recent events in
Greaca and Lobanon, Cyprus—why
the ruling class have cafled the
slection. Emigration of workers from
Cyprus, Interview with a sacked
Cypriot machinist, PRINTED IN
GREEK. S5p a copy. plus 7p postage
from Cypesot Worker, 265 Seven
Sisters Road, Londen N6

LONDON POLY JOB for political
economist. Immediate inquires 1o
Box J, Sociahss Worker, Corbridgs
Works, Corbridge Crescent, London
E2 8DS

THE ELECTIONS IN ITALY AND
PORTUGAL. Big Flame mestings
with MarceHo gelho {Big Flams),
Oscar Figuewrado (PWCC) Liverpool:
Thurs 1 July, 8pm, The Trion,
Paradisa St, L'pool 1. Manchester:
Eriday 2 July, 7.30pm, The Ancoats,
Graat Ancoats St. London: Monday 5
July. 7.30um,. Corvway Hall, Red Lion
Square. Holborn, WC1.

New ssue of NALGO ACTION
NEWS now out, the paper of rank
and fip NALGO members. Copes
frum 238 Alpha House, Asnbndgu
Streat, Loadon NWB 8AR, Copies Sp
anch, plus postage (10 or more post
frael

Reopaning by  popuar  gemand!
Sunday 4 July, 6 .30am . Bicentennial
exhibinon—THE EVENTS OF "76:
LIBERATION AND REVOLUTION
IN AMERICA. As curtan raiser,
premiare and only performanca of
PHILADELPHIA EDITOR, & ane-sct
play aboid Tomm Paing inthe Amencan
Revolution, by Adran Srunel Undy
Theatre  cast.  Admission  lree—
caliacton Exhdawton Manday Friday
dpm-Bpm . Satorday 2pm-Spm. Marx
Memoriel Library, 378 Clarkenwall
Green, London ECY

Bicentennin) lecture: THE MILITIA
AND PUBLIC ORDER IN 19TH
CENTURY AMERICA. Spaaker
Professar  Rphaert © Reinders
IUniwerady of Nothngham) Foday 9
foty, 1 30pm, Marx Memorial Labrary,
3748 Clerkenwell Green, Landon ECH
Adrassion frae —collaction

tatives, who took it up to the
highest level to get it sorted
out,

In the meantime, myself and
another safefy-conscious
welder have been shifted to
another part of the job. -

Safety at work is OK with
the hosses and foremen, as
long as it ~doesn’t affect
productivity and profits. Here
at RDL. oil platform orders
have dried up and the quicker
we finish our present jobs the
nearer comes the threat of
mass redundancies. As well as
risking our health, we are
risking our jobs by working in
unsafe conditions.

The subordination of health
and safety to pmﬁl 5 n-
evitable in a society ruled by
capitalism. As long as money
and greed are the only incen-
tives for living, the welfare of
the working man is always
going to be secondary to the
drive for profit.

Tricks like condition or
danger money are only the
employers way of exploiting
us as well as getting us to risk
our health.

Until we have a society run
by workersfor workers, and
for need and not profit, we
shall always be in this posi-
tion. -

Student
summer

will be hot

by ANDY DURGAN
(executive member,
National Union of

Students)

THE student teachers'
campaign against
unemployment will
continue over the
summer-—despite  the
ending of most
occupations.

Three colleges—Moray
House in Edinburgh, C F
Mott in Liverpool and Binglev
College in  Yorkshire—are
occupying over the vacation.
In other areas, action centres
are to be established to con-
tinue co-ordinating the cam-

1N,

l,g:st Saturday 23 caolleges
were represented at a con-
ference organised by
Merseyside Area Action Com-
mitiee,

The conference decided to
maobilise support for the
September Right to Work
March to the Brighton TUC.

Bradford Jmiversity
Students Union has agreed to
finance 12 members tospend a
week in the occupation at
Moray House in Edinburgh.

The local Right to Work
Committees will be vital in
helping to broaden the cam-
paign. Unemployed students
should become involved in
such committees, and un-
emploved workers and trade
unionists should visit the
colleges in occupation to offer
all possible assistance.

O Any student who is free
fo do this sorl of work over
the summer—even if only
for a week or two—should
contact the IS Student
Organiser, 8 Cotlons Gar-
dens, London, E2 8DN

hospital cook Carlo Desiato

Tameside ban wins more jobs

October 1968: 30 beds
1 sister

2 staff nurses

3 SE nurses _

4 student nurses

6 pupil nurses

8 auxilliaries

All full-time

Total hours in one week:
960

GERIATRICS

October 1968: 30 beds
1 sister
1 staff nurse

4 SE nurses

7 pupil nurses

7 auxilliary nurses

All full-time”

Total hours worked each
week: 80O

TAMESIDE GENERAL HOSPITAL
STAFFING LEVELS IN ACUTE GERIATRICS

June 1976: 33 beds
1 sister

2 SE nurses

2 pupil nurses

2 full-time auxilliaries,

B part-time

Total hours in one week:
402

STAFFING LEVELS IN LONG STAY

June 1976: 34 beds

2 sisters (full-time)

1 staff nurse (23 hours,
part-time)

1 SE nurse (full-time)

2 full-time auxiliary nurses
3 part-time

3 ward orderlies (full-time)
Total hours worked each
week: 409

Charts that show what has happened to the nursing
statf looking after old people in Tameside General

Hospital.

ASBESTOS

BRITISH RAIL admitted this
week that a quarter of all
carriages in  use on the
railways have blue asbestos
insulation in the roof linings.

This staggering admission
followed complaints from a
driver on the Clacton to
London line who discovered
fibres floating in his cab. 400
locomotives also have hlue
ssbestos in the cab,

Predictably. - British Rail
management is claiming there
is no health hazard to
passengers.  There isn't the
slightest scrap of evidence for
this claim, -

What's more, white
ashestos—also deadly is wide-

OCCUPATION ENDS

by NICK HATFIELD

-

NUS president, Coventry College of Education

THE occupation of Coventry College of Education ended last
Friday with a rally in the town precinct and with a small victory
under our belts. We have forced the college to refuse to send
students to caver for absentee or non-appointed teachers. and not

to teach classes of over 35,

The rally was addressed by Right to Work marcher Bobby
Buirds. Chrysler TGWU convenor FEddie Mcluskie, Dave
Putchett of the Coventry Local Authority Workers' Stewards’
Committee, and one of the striking Coventry husmen. Earlier that
morning the Careers Centre was occupied by supporters of the
Right to Work Campaign in solidarity with the Coventry
students. 25 unemployed yvouths supported the occupation.

‘

Iy used in railway carriages for
under-seat fire insulation,

THE recent conference of the
building workers’ union
UCATT passed a resolution
instructing all  UCATT
branches to ask all membersto
refuse to work with asbestos.
Now members need to ensure
that the resolution is put into
practice on the sites,
Building workers who black
asbestos will not only be
defending their own health,
They will be protecting those
who Jater Jive in or use the
buildings they put up.

JOSE CABA. Transport Un-
ion branch secretary at Manor
House Hospital, North I.on-
don, has been suspended on
full pay pending an appeal
following the long-running
dispute there over asbestos
and related matters. But on
Monday momning Jose got his
cards in the post from his
employers. He has however
been relected branch secretary
by a 2-1 majority.

THE Stratchclyde section of
the Fire Brigades Union has
instructed all members that
under no circumstances are
they to use ashestos equip-

Thumbs up from wrlters at St Matthews and (TbP) é.v;été}y Iollii.pop for Ko]a—NUE pickéi and“ ..

VICTORY!

Spreading strikes force
hospital cuts to be withdrawn

‘IF they close St Matthew's
Hospital down, where will
we go when we are old?
‘The old people fall down, burn
themselves on their own. They die on
their own and no one knows for

months.

London.

by a COHSE shop steward and a
NUPE shop steward, Tameside

TAMESIDE: Hospital staff
have forced the  health
gutharity to improve the
chronic staff situation at the
general hospital,

A stalf of ten. mostly
untrained. have been caring
for 104 ald people in an acute
genatic unit for the 12-hour
night shift.

Three of four staff on a
maorning shift to get up. wash,
feed. dress and treat more
than 34 patients in double
wards,

A joint union meeting
voted to ban waiting list
admissions, overtime, split
shifts and take other sanc-
tions until the staft levels were
increased.

There was action at four

hospitals— Tameside
General, Shire Hill, Hyde and
Partington.

After two  weeks, the

regonal authority allocated
more money to Tameside
nursing section,

Figures they gave for the

ment at fires or incidents.

The section considers ‘that
the ashestos cquipment used
in the Fire Service presents a
grave health hazard.’

BOURNEMOUTH: How far
do you have to go to prove
vou've got asbestosis? That's
what 48-year-old steel-erector
Robert Yates is asking.

For two years Robert has

_ been asking for tests to show

whether or not he is suffering
from the disease. He has
constant stomach pains, fain-
ting fits and often can't
hreathe.

But 5o far he has just been
accused of skiving by doctors
and social security hounds in
Bournemouth, where he and
his wife are living on the
princely sum of £16.45 un-
employment benefit,

He worked with ashestos on
the site where he was shop
steward, He has beensigned fit
for work by his doctor despite
collapsing outside the local
employment exchange

‘I just want some fests (o
find out what is wrong with
me,’ he said,

past two vears made it look as
il staffing had never been
higher. They had counted all
the part-time staff in the
grand total as full time,

We have called off our ban
and management are now
advertising for trained staff
We are still awaiting results.

Prepared

Otherwise Tameside Area
Health Authority will ex-
r’cricncc the ‘widest and

iggest industrial action it has
ever seen, We are prepared
lor them.

Members of the white-
collar union ASTMS are
willing to join us—this in-
cludes most of the lab staff
and some doctors, NALGO
members, including the ad-
min and clerical workers, will
come in. So will domestics,
porters, theatre attendants,
catering staff and laundry
staff.

When TUC
and DPP

join forces

by JOHN PHILLIPS,

President, Barnet Trades
Council.

IHE Director of Public
Prosecutions was not the only
organisation to attempt Lo
obstruet  the  independent
trade union inquiry set up by
Barnet Trades Council into
the attack on the Right to
Work marchers at  Staples
Corner in North West Lon-
don,

We wrote to the TUC on §
April fequesting they circulate
an appeal for financial help,
On 10 May, Ken Graham,
secretary of the Organisation
and-  Industrial Relations
Department, replied.

In part, this read; ‘Trades
councils should not become
involved with this march.
which was not organised.
supported or encouraged by
the TUC. In these cir-
cumslances we cannot comply
with your request.”

As a delegate to the Annual
Conference of Trades € uncils
a1 Swansea. [ tried Lo raise the
question of the inguiry from
the floor, Because 1 wasn't
allowed. 1 produced a leallet

‘It's because of the patients that we are
here on strike.'

These words of an angry porter sum up the
feelings of all the hospital workers on strike at
St Matthews Hospital for old people in East

Management efforts to shut down the
kitchen as part of the government cuts were
defeated last week by a strike of members af the
Public Employees. Transport Workers and
Health Service Employees, unions,

Closing the Kitchen would be the first stepto
closing the whole hospital. The hospital badly
needs repairing
plaster falling off the walls, a leaking pas pipe

there are leaks in the roof,

‘repaired” with a match stick.

Hospital management
claimed they had only a few
hundred pounds and couldn’
afford to do all the necessary
repairs. They had the bright
idea to save money by closing
the kitchen and bring meals in
on trays from nearby Bethnal
Green Hospital.

Snag

But they hit a snag when
the unions at Bethnal Green
voted not to provide a meal
service. More support came
from the cooks at
Bartholomew's Hospital on
Friday. They came out on
strike. i

Laundry workers at
Bethnal Green Hospital were
preparing to strike on Friday
afternoon.

They didn’t need to.

All the demands of the
strikers had been met by
then including fult pay for
the three days on strike.
The Kitchen will stay, there
will be no redundancies, no
staff will be moved. at any
time without their consent,
current  carnings  will be
guarantced and no change
will be made in working
without mutual agreement.,

That's the way to fight the
cuts!

including the TUC Jetter in
full, which was handed out to
delegates.

Copies of the inguiry's
report are now availuble to-all
organisations that may wish to
support our call for a full

public inquiry into what
happened. ¢
Letters  and  resolutions

should be sent Lo the TUC, 1o
MPs, national trade union
executives and the Home
Secretary. Please inform us of
vour resolutions.

The repart has been sent to
orgunisations that supparted
the inguiry. to trade unions
nationally, the TUC and M Ps.

0 The trades council still
needs donallons to finance
the inquiry. There is a large
debt which"has to be made
up. Please send donations
fo Barnet Trades Council,
19 March Committee, c/o J
R Connolly, POEU, 80-108
The Broadway, West Hen-
don, London, NW89.

Picnure Cheiga Davies (Ranost!




The truth about that
‘political
battleground’

REDS Halting Homes
Drive=MP Calls For Probe.
That was the headline in last
Friday's Islington Gazette.
The London Evening News
also carried a report.

Labour MP for North
Islington Michael O'Halloran
has called for a investigation
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Bid to

smash
dustcart

strike

: : ; But last Wednesday Brother CUMBERNAULD: The
L"Jf:snrgh'c‘mf:;;c(‘il’tﬂ., ?3:2 By MAL BEZANT Bill Butler, site convenor and dustmen's strike in
: ’ Communist Party member, 2

behind schedule,

O'Halloran wants an in-
vestigation into an allegation
made by a building worker
that "Communist and Marxist
troublemakers’ have turned
the site into a ‘political
battieground.’

Standstill

When 1 yisited the site this
week work was virtually at a
standstill, said O’Halloran.

The site was virtually at a
standstill, But he didn't men-
tion was that five weeks ago
the contractors, Thomas
Mcinerney & Sons inflicted a
wage cut of around £30 a week

by withdrawing the standing
bonus.

They were trying to force us
to accept a bonus scheme
under an agreement which
they had previously broken.
We retaliated with a go slow,

Melnerneys responded by
appealing to a National Dis-
putes panel which instructed
us to operate the scheme for a
three-month trial period.

The panel decision only
strengthened the men’s
resolve. They voted to con-
tinue the go-slow until the fall-
back rate was reinstated and
we were compensated for lost
earnings over the previous five
weeks.

MK TOKEN STRIKE

EDMONTON: 80 toolmakers
and labourers at MK Electrics
staged a token strike on
Tuesday afternoon to demand
negotiations on a licu bonus
scheme.

Warkers at the plant,
members of the Engineering
Union, were angry when it was
announced that MK

Militant
gets his
Jjob back

By David Hughes,

NALGO Rep Social
Services, Birmingham
SOCIAL WORKERS in Bir-
mingham have won their fight
ta reinstate NUPE branch
secretary, Martin Cumella

He was dismissed and his
team leader, Pam Mansell,
demoted after the Bir
mingham Evening Mail at-

Holdings' pre-tax profits had
soared (rom £675,000 10 £2.17
million this year.

Management had  been
pleading poverty and refusing
to negotiate a realistic bonus
scheme,

‘We are waiting for their
reply to our claim, but we held
this stoppage as a protest,’ said
convenor Alan Watts.

called a meeting. Nobody
knew what it was about.,

He marched in, said there
would be no questions. no
discussion, no resolutions—
and then told us the go-slow
Was over.,

The men voted to continue.
Butler resipned and an-
nounced his intention to ig-
nore the vote.

This weakened his ‘lead’.

Normal

Reluctantly, the rest of the
site returned to normal work-
ing.

Mclnerneys have foisted a
honus scheme on us which will
undermine union organisation
by creating further divisions,
They have achieved their
objectives thanks to the co-
operation of full-time union
officials, and the site convenor
and deputy convenor, both
Communist Party members.,

Many of the lads on
Mcinerneys have a simple way
of describing such actions:
SELL-OUT.

: i ’ ¢ .. g o
Smash the Goonda Raj—Smash the gangster government. ¥'
2000-strong Indian workers' demonstration in London. They were protesting at t

A

small part of Sunda

arrest of tens of thousands of socialists and trade unionists since the declaration of
the stage of emergency by Indira Gandi's government.

By Brian Jones, TGWU shop steward, Massey Ferguson and Alistair
O'Riordan, TGWU shop steward, Uniroyal Chemicals

AUTOMAT ROW:
THE FACTS

workers have recenlly

with the loss of 400 jobs.

TANNOY; WE'LL WIN IF
WE STICK TOGETHER

By Sam Strudwick «
WEST NORWOOD: Tannoy, a sound equipment
firm, are sacking 300 workers in Augusl. Many
ot jobs at the factory after
their old firm, Pye PMC, closed earller in the year

Cumbernauld is now seven
weeks old, and picketing is
still solid.But moves are
afoot to get the strikers
back to work,

The strike started when the
Scottish  National® Party-
controlled council demanded
that the dustmen take s £6 a
week cut in their bonus
paymients,

When the men refused, the
council cut off all bonus, in
some cases as much as £25 a
week.

The local support for the
dustmen has been magnifi-
cent. But their own trade
unions—the General and
Municipal and the Transport
and General—have refused to
make the strike official.

Cutback

On Wednesday the men
were  considering a8 com-
promise offer that would still
mean a real cut in wages and a
cutback in the service provid-

It is clear that the strikers’
determination has forced
Provost Gordon Murray and
his henchmen on the council
to make concessions,

With the support they

deserve, the strikers could still
win all their demands if they
refuse to  negotiate on
Murray’s terms.
[J Donations and messages
of support: John Currie, 21
Hillside, Croy, Dumbar-
tonshire.

Victimised
by Chrysler

COVENTRY: In the last few
weeks  four  janitor  shop
stewards at Chrysler's Stoke
plant have been sacked and
another suspended for alleged
clocking oftences and alleged
unauthorised absence.

Seven other cleaners have

Production is moving to Scotland, leaving the
workers with four weeks' redundancy pay.
Engineering Union shop steward Joan Philp told
Soclalist Worker: ‘Redundancy money is nothing. It
soon runs out—and there is no work around here.'
So the workers have threatened a sit-in. The women
seem to be taking the initiative. They decided they
needed union organisation.

_Bul as only haif the workiorce are unionised, the
fight for a sit-in will be a tough one. Joan Philip said:

tacked a decision to allow a
| 3~vear-old boy 1o stay in o
house with a lormer
prostitute.

The article followed a ane-
day stoppage by NUPE
members over recognition of
Martin as a representative of
both manual and non-manual

also  been wvictimised., All
belong to the cleaming sub
contractors firm of Universal
Cleaners. Senior plant con-
venors adyised the victimised
men to take noaction until the
government's conciliation ser-
vice, ACAS, was called in.
This is all part of the soft

FOR SIX MONTHS, workers at Automat Swinton, near Manchester, have
been on strike for union recognition. As reported in Socialist Worker last
week, an attempt was made to occupy the factory. This was unsuccessful.
Since then some full time officials, and a report in the Morning Star, have said the
occupation attempt was the work of an unpresentative minority. This is totally untrue.
Here are the facts,
The attempted occupation took place when a solidarity picket ontside the factory found one of the

workers in the Social Seryices  doors open. Discussions between the strikers and their convenor, the chairman of the Action ‘When you mention a sit-in to some of them they get svap of workers' participa-
Department. Committee {made up of AUEW district committee members, full-time officials, the strikers and local scared, but you can win if you fight hard enough and tion, and an attempt by the
NALGO and NUPE social convenors) and members of the Manchester Right to Work Committee, resulted in a decision being stick together.’ company to break trade union

workers struck for four daysin
protest and carried on in-
dustrial action with the threat
ol Turther strikes unul Mar-
tin's successtul appeal

Coventry
busmen
triumph

taken 1o oceupy. Only a handful of police were in evidence, well away from the picket line.

The doar was opened
prematurely, setting off an
alarm,

Immediately, about 40 peo-
ple rushed inside the building.
Among them  were un-
employed workers, strikens
and supporters from local
tactaries.

In fact, two of the occupiers
were well known Communist
Party members.And we con-
gratulate them for their in-
iative (they have since argued
that they were ‘dragged in' in
the rush.

six months and use the oc-
cupation as a base for
spreading blacking. and
organising more  efficient
picketting to win the strike
and get the jobs back.

John Tocher, the Engineer-
ing Union divisional
organiser, and a leading local
Communist Parly member,
had said two weeks before ata
special meeting of Confed
shop stewards called to discuss
the strike: “We should official-
ly support workers occupying
in defence of jobs',

dressed the strikers.

He reminded the strikers of
the police position and added
that a number of prominent
trade unionists outside on the
picket lines were not pleased at
the action taken by the oc-
cupiers and were recon-
sidering their support for the
dispute because of this.

He said he wanted to avoid
a situation where the police
might enter the premises in
number and attempt a forcible
removal of the occupants.

I'hey took a decision not to
divulge this information and
l'acher supported their stand
and offered to pay for any
damage that might have been
done to the door,

The opposition to the oc-
cupation was less apparent
when the occupiers returned
to the picket line,

Event

_Since the event, Tocher has
circulated a letter to con-

arganisation,

Socialist

Please send me more information

_ The chances of this happen- venors detaiing his own about Socialist Worker and the
COVENTRY: Swift striké Insid He entered the factory and  ing were remote because of the report of the day’s events and International Socialists l
action from Coventry's bus e was allowed through the internal structure of the urging them not to be dis- w=

crews has  won  the re- barricade. Six police officers  building, the number of couraged from supporting the

instatement of three drivers Once inside, the strikers followed. They immediately pickets outside. dispute because of the

one of them a Transport
Unton steward,
The strike hegan last Tues-

barricaded themselves into the
canteen, As this stage there

threatened the strikers with
breaking and entering, illegal

On leaving the building, the
occupiers were asked to give

attempted occupation, and to
provide a *peaceful picket’ in

Wads  every opportunity t entry and trespass. : their names and addresses future.
day after the drivers had been  gefend their g’;simm‘ ; nn; Tocher persuaded the police  before Tocher came The ‘peace’ and quiet of the I e P LR A e e POy AN el
suspended for refusing to take  production for the firsttimein 10 Withdraw  while he ad-  downstairs. icket line so far hasonly been S

out defective buses, That
morning a work-to-rule had
begun for a shorter working
week.

One of the drivers, Sandu,
told Socialist Worker: *“When
the work to rule started,
management tried to in-
timidate some of our members

VICTORY AT DODWORTH

BARNSLEY: Miners at
Dodworth colliery struck last
Thursday in protest against

such circumstances and the
whole pit came out,
The men decided un-

The men are now deman-
ding payment for time off
because of the manager's

roken by the sound of the
scabs getting across with ease.

Unfortunately, the Mor-
ning Star reporter, Jim Ar-
nison, who was not present on
the picket line, has accused
last week's Socialist Worker's
report of being ‘a complete
travesty’.

by fording them to drive  mapagement pressure on a animously at a branch meeting  provocation. : What the Star fails to say is l
defective buses. group of workers in the  on Saturday to stay out until It is more than just coin-  thatJohnTocherdid persuade ™ L. iiiiieiiiiiieeiiiieaans
“The three who refused were  Whinmoor seam. the order was withdrawn and  cidence that this dispute the occupiers to leave.
suspended on the spot.’ For weeks, the men have  to appeal for support st area happened in the Heading, Otherwise the occupation l
Send to: National Secretary, International

¢ men were reinstated on
Friday but the strike con-
tinued through Saturday and
Sunday after a mass meeting
had decided not to return to
work unti! management had
agreed to negotiate on a
shorter working week,

been asking for more labour
because they haye been unable
to keep up with the work.
The pit manager told
overmen to stay close to the
men and make hourly reports,
Last Thursday's afternoon
shift refused to work under

fevel.

Within two hours of the
meeting, the colliery manager
was on the phone to the NUM
branch secretary to tell him
that the order had been
withdrawn.

where Terry Bristowe, newly-
elected pit delegate, works.

During the ballot, manage-
ment made no secret of the
fact that Terry was the last
man they wanted to see
elected.

might still be in progress and
all production at Automats

stogped.
3 Support this strike. Send
donations to Tom Smith,
Automat Convenor, AUEW
Office, The Crescent,
Salford.
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APER OF THE INTERNATIONAL

Demo
inthe
House
over

child
benefits

sell-out

‘THE GOYERN-
MENT has betrayed
every working class
woman in this coun-
try. You're destroying
the welfare state and
evervthing we've ever
fought for.'

These cries rang out in
the House of Commons
public gallery on Mon-
day as the Labour
government (without
even taking a vote) broke
another election pledge
by refusing to pay child
benefit allowances.

Fight

The  demonstrators
were supporters of the
women's socialist paper
Women's Voice.

They were immediate-
Iy set on by ‘beadles’. One
woman had her arm
twisted behind her back
and was told: 'I'll break it
off if you fight.'

The women were
banned from the House
of Commons for a
limited period: a very
acceptable sentence.

Socialist

WON!

,)(ﬂ

ANY MORNING, however hot, you'll
find Betty Humphries, Mary Dempsey
and Winifred Clarke sitting outside the
Trico factory off London’s Great West
Road. You'll also find Elleen Ward and

Betty Aistens.

They are running a picket line not just for
themselves but for every woman in the country who
gets lower wages for the same work than male

colleagues.
Bett
says: *

Humphnes, Engineering Union shop stcward.
e didn’t pull these women out. They pulled us out”.

That was six weeks ago, after a mass meeting,

For months the women
had been pressing for equal
pay.

Men workers, moved onto

the day production lines from,
the night shift, were getting
£6.50 a week more than the
women for exactly the same,

work.

BUDGE

Management, in the shape
of a peculiarly arrogant
managing director  called
Atkins, refused to budge,

Betty Humphries says: *We
told them we'd got nowhere,
and we closed the meeting,

‘When we gat back to the
factory, we found none of the
girls had followed us. They
were still in the park where we
had the mecting. They refused

Worker
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to budge.

‘We've been out on strike
ever since, And as far as I'm
concerned we're not going
back without equal pay. Notif
I'm sitting here 12 months
from now'.

More than half the
windscreen wipers for Fords
and  Vauxhally and Rolls-
Royee are made at Trico,

One production line of
seven women produces 2,500
windscreen wipers every day.

Profits for the huge
American Trico Products Lid
are enormous. But Atkins and
his bosses have dug their heels
in.

They claim the men are
‘exceptional  cases’. They
argue that the women are less
flexible’ than the men.
Says Mary Dempsey: ‘You
try telling that to a woman
who’s working alongside a
man doing exactly the same
work —and he's getting £6 a
week more for it",

MOVE

‘Inflexible!”  says  Betty
Humphries. "They've got us on
versatility payments now. A
halfpenny an hour.

“They're always moving us
around. They've put me on the
welder, in the packing shop, in
No 4 shop.

‘In fact, they move us
around more than they move
the men’.

The strike has been sup-
poited by male production
workers, but the women have
had to put up with scabbing-—
and open hostility—from staff
and toolroom workers.

Winifred Clarke says: ‘“We
had a strike meeting in the

FIGHT THE RACISTS!

‘National strike’call follows

STOCKPORT Workers at the
Sunblest Bakery in Bredbury are on
owned by
Associated British Foods, who also
own Scotts Bakery in Liverpool,
where last year they sent in Alastian
dogs to intimidate the workforce.
On 16 June, management ratted on a
shift deal. When the workers collected
their wages, some were up to £5 short,
The stewards were told that the wages
would be made up, But next week, 21
workers were docked 3% hours pay,
Management said this was because
they had stopped working the previous

strike, Sunblest is

week
negotiating. The

strike ever since,

workers  promptly
occupied for the night, and have been on

An emergency District Board of the
Bakers Union on Saturday gave full
support to the strikers'
emergency executive meeting and in-
structed all ABF workers in the area to
meet and discuss the Sunblest strike,

stewards were

Sunblest occupation

while the A short but angry mass meeting on
Monday voted unanimously to continue

and escalate thestrike, Demands arenow

emerging for a national strike in ABF

call for an

On the plckei line every day wmﬂred Clarke (above poster), Mary Dempsey and Batly
Humphries. PICTURES: Angéla Philllps {IFL)

park behind the lactory.

‘Just as the meeting started
men workers in the factory
climbed over the fence and
rushed towards usshouting all
kinds of abuse. We to
cance] the meeting'.

Many of these scabs are still
in the factory.

AUEW has made the strike
official. Trico goods are black-
ed at Fords, the docks and
London airport.

But a Fords spokesman told
Socialist Worker: ‘We get all
the wipers we need from Ger-
many.'

The international contacts
of the AUEW must be used to
black the imports of these
wipers.

“.
Queueing for strike pay: morale is high

Atkins of Trico hopes that
the equal pay tribunal in three
weeks wil accept his plea of
‘exceptional cases’. -

He may be right,
tribunals are all heavﬂ)'blﬁscd
a?mst workers,

he Trico strikérs- have an

unanswerable case—as their
union has accepted.

TERRIFIC

They need not, must not
give up because a lawyer and
an accountant on a tribunal
say so.

Women's Voice editorial
board member Judith Condon
told Socialist Worker: ‘This:
strike is terrific, It must not

fail.

‘It's up o
everywhere who want equal
pay to stand by the women at
Trico.”

They need money. £8 a week

women

strfke pay is starvation
income—especially for the
single mothers among the
workers.

They need support: support
on the picket line, and
messages of support from
union branches,

0O Send money and
messages 1o TRICO Strike
Committee, AUEW
Southall District, 1
Woodlands Road, Southall,
Middlesex.

tion), IS

Wheeler, a

plants against, in particular, the bosses’
‘rentascab’ squad.

John
steward,
strike was caused by the management.

Bakers
told Socialist Worker:

Linion
‘The

They refused to recognise the
stewards, The strike is really
ubout the right to organise as
trade unionists. The manage-
ment started this one, but
we've had  enough, We're
going to finish it!

O Send messages of
support and donations to:
Dunblest Sirike Com-
mittee, c/o J Wheeler, 1
Kedleston Walk, Denton, Nr
Stockport.

SUPPORT
THIS
PICKET!

By Shan Newhouse
and Grant Allan

WITHAM, Essex: A mass
picket has been called this
Friday (2 July) in support
of ten women who have
been on strike for five
weeks - for the right to
belong to a trade union,

The strike, at Pannell
Products, began when one of
the women was insulted snd
then victimised by a foreman,

Discontent had already
been growing over the low
wages—£21 take-home pay-—
and the working conditions
(no proper - canteen, hm“?;
foremen and strict rules, suc
as having to ask.to go to the
toilet),

Fourteen of the women had
decided to join the General
and Municipal Workers
Union—and they came out osn
official strike to et it
recognised, and for a E5.60
pay rise.

DIVIDE

Their numbers have sined
dwindied to ten as the
management have tried every
trick to demoralise and divide
them,

Sixteen people are still
working,. including all the
men, and they have been
bribed with a £2 wage rise. The
management have also tried to
split the strikers by sacking
five and offering the others
their jobs back.

But the women are deters
mined to win. They want
blacking for the firm's
gaods—electrical parts which
mostly go to the Phillips
group and they need finan-
cial support.

O Messages of support
and donations to Eddie
Cross, GMWU branch
secretary, 8 Conrad Road,
Witham, Essex.

35 out for
equal pay

PAISLEY: 35 women are on
strike for equal pay at Shanks
Armitage factory at Barrhead.

They arc machinists in the
Engineering Union and get an
average of £45 a week, com-
pared with £57 average for
male workers on the same
work.

About 80 workers have
been laid off, but the male
machinists are scabbing on the
strike.

All out Sunday 11 July

National demonstration supported by Indian
Workers Association H)cnh national Is e
and many

Assemble 12.30pm, Spe

grganisations
Corner, Hyd¢

Park, London. 2pm march to Downing Sl




