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Labour’s cuts
steal pennies

from the

andicapped

by JIM BARLOW

‘THEY'RE attacking the weakest
section of the community. The
Labour government as a whole
are responsible for this crime’.

These are the words of Willie Jack,
Dundee wallpaper worker.

Willie and his wife are feeling Labour's cuts with
particular pain and anguish. They have a 22-year-old
handicapped daughter Betty, who goes to work at,
the Dudhope Training Centre for the Mentally
Handicapped in Dundee, doing occupational
therapy.

Until this month Betty and the others at the school
were paid 25p to S0p a week for working on contract
for well-heeled and profitable firms like Valentines
Cards, Holochrome and Beatties Bakeries.

But now. because of the cuts ordered by Labour
Chancellor Denis Healey and the Tayside Regional
'council, even these pathetic payments have been
scrapped.

Belty now gets precisely nothing for her
work.

To add insult to injury. the free meals allowance

This girl was born
with Down’'s
Syndrome. She is
just one of the
200,000 mentally
handicapped
children who are
losing even those
pathetic benefits
they had.
Meanwhile
Labour is
spending an extra
£209 million this
year . ., on the
police

has also been scrapped. Parents now have to pay an
extra 20p a day. Some have two kids at the centre—
this means an extra £2 a week.

A lousy 5p daily attendance allowance has eyven
been scrapped.

So Willie and his wife now have to pay £1 a week
for Betty’s meals. And throughout Britain there are
200,000 families with mentally handicapped
children in the same situation.

As Willie, treasurer of the Dundee branch of the
Mentally Handicapped Association, puts it; ‘It’s a
disgrace. We're already saving the government

thousands of pounds by having Betty at home, Now
they do this to us.’

But the government is not drawing back from its
policy of attacking the weak and the handicapped.
Far from it. This week Chancellor Healey was telling
Labour MPs that more cuts are on the way,

His announcement has been greeted with cheers
from the press, the Tory Party and the international
bankers.

The only people not cheering are those, like
Willie Jack, who have been voting Labour all
their lives . . .

FIGHT THE CUTS! JOIN THE RIGHT TO WORK MARCH! toi<
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tories,” he said.
‘In the

EUROPE SINGH -

MAGNIFICENT

TWELVE THOUSAND people took part
in the biggest demonstration against
racism for years in London on Sunday.

They came from Asian communities. trade union
and socialist groups from all parts of Britain, They
marched defiantly but peacefully from Hyde F“xrk to
Whiitehall.

It 1t had beert & march of

12000 National Front sup.
porters. the press would have
made 11 fronl puage news,

Instead they virtuallyv ignared
it. Even the Morning Star gave
it only @ briel mention.
When the press did mention
1he demonstration it was 1o
refer 1o ‘clashes’ and ‘arrests’
But these. were. caused by the
police, who  picked on in-
dividual demonstrators.

FOILED

As the tail of the march was
passing through Piccadilly
they grabbed three members
of the Southall Youth. Move-
ment. But their plans were
foiled when the whale back
two-thirds of the march moy-
ed back towards the arrested
vouths and refused to move
until the police bad freed
them

Ten minutes later the palice
struck again, this time In
Whitehall. Suddenly a wedge
of police pushed their wavinta
the crowd and scized some

Pictures: Phil McCowsn

more marchers, This tme
when the rest of the
demonstration  refused 1o

move on, police horses were
brought in.

Mohinder Singh Benning. a
welder from Gravesend, told
Socialist  Worker what
happened to him,

“They took me behind the
van and tried to humiliate me.
They said: *“Wedon't wantyou
here. vou black bastard."
When | tried to tell him |
hadn't-- done anything. the
policeman said: "This
policeman here savs vou did.
and so does this one.”

*It's just a lie. Mohinder told

Socialist' Worker, policeman

Black Caucus,

same  way
immigration controls, They bring blacks
in as cheap labour to do the dirty, lowest- Iv.'

A Sikh demonstrator who was kicke

why,

paid jobs.

‘This demonstration is just the begin-
ning. We have to go back 10 our towns—
10 win people round, away from racist
ideas. We have (o be bold emmgh 10 say
Enoch Powell (s a murderer—and say
1o wrgue against all immigration
controls and not shirk the issue.

*And we have to go back—as we have
done in Balham and Tooting in South

IMMIGRATION CONTROLS
‘LIKE SOUTH AFRICA’

EUROPE SINGH, from the Inter-
national Socialists’
spoke to the rally in Hyde Park
before the march set off,

"White South Africans try to keep the
blacks contained in the homelands—only
letting them come to the cities to work
under a rigid pass system. They do this {0
guarantee cheap labour for their fac-

London—to set up defence gproups 1o

Europeans use

make the streets safe to walk
everyone—women and children especial-

in for

But police attack as
12,000 demonstrate
against racism

% 5 i o T
The police 'wedge' charges the demonstrators

n the groin by a

THE MISSING PROTESTERS

ONE section of the left was
notably absent  from the
demonstration, I he
traditional Labourleftandthe
British Communist Party were
nowhere 10 be seen.

Theére were not all that
many of them on the

Trico

EQUAL PAY
BONANZA

SPECIAL

Friday 23 July, 8pm,
Park Hotel
Hanwell, London
W7

£1

admission

25p for

strikers

demonstration fhe previous
Sunday exther, aithough they
claimed to be backing it. Nor
has their presence been all that
marked in Jocal activities
against the National Front
and the racists.

This is a matter of great

Singer
Frankie

Armstrong
FREE FOOD

Dancing till Tam
and Braces
Roadshow band

Middlesax
nal Sohalsts

regret, But it has to be faced
that there are political reasons
for such a failing,

In the case of the Labour
left. some of their leading
figures, such as MP Frank
Allaun, have even urged peo-
ple nroe to demonstrate ugains!
the Front, That was the advice
of the Labour Party national
executive. It was also the
advice of the weekly paper
Tribune, which said the local
Labour Party in Grays, Essex,
was right to ignore the Front,

In the case of the Com-
munist Party, its leaders seem
interested only in _peaceful
counter~demonstrations, and
demonstrations led by pnests
and bishops, which keep well
away from the Nazis. But past
experience — for instanceé the
fight against Mosley in Lon-
don’s East End in the 1930
shows this is not the wav Lo
hght racism and fascism.

Supporters of the Labour
left and the Communist Party
will have to ignore the advice
of their leaders if they are
going 1o join the fight against
the racists.

Asian women on the 12,000-strong mrch

THE LONRHO SCANDAL

WITHOUT warnirfg, one of the
most sensational exposures of
big business ever published was
quietly put on sale by Her
Majesty’s Stationery Office last

week,

Titled simply ‘Lonrho Limited" and

‘reépemable'
Rowlands

costing £13.20 a time. |t centres on

the multi-millionaire Tiny Rowlands,
one of the most ruthless, and so one
successful,

of the most
businessmen in Britain.

But it also involves all that is

SANDYS' original associa-
dion with Lonrho dated from
1968 when Lonrho acquired
Ashanti Goldfields Corpora-
tion Limited, of which Mr
Sandys was a director.

Early 1971 Rowland heard
that Sandys was con-
templating o tour of Southern
Africa. Rowland asked
Sandys (o take an interest in
Lonrho's sugar activities and

to fry to improve Lonrho's

relations with leading in-
dustrialists in South Africa,

Sandys took this trip and
had discussions on Lonrho's
affainn  in South  Afriea,
Swaziland and  Malawi,
Rowland invited him to
become a consultant to the
Lonrho group ata salary of
£10.000 a vear.

On 21 May 1971 Sandys
wrote to Rowland:

‘Dear Tiny,

‘When we spoke after the
Ashanti meeting on Tuesday,
vou said you wished to
finalise the terms of our
nrrangement and asked me to
put on paper my understan-
ding of what we had agreed,
I'his I enclose . .,

*You will see that in (a) |
haye = specified “overseas”
companies. This is on the
adyice of my accountants for
taxation reasons. But it will
of coursesmake no difference
in practice,

*‘With regard to the smount
of the daily allowance for

engaged

in British business,
wWas
Lonrho by the Royal Family's own
businessman, Princess Alexandra’s
husband Angus Ogilvy—described
In the report as 'postman’ for the
company, In business it pays to have
a Royal for your messenger boy,

Rowlands, Ogilvy and others were
in one sat of dubious
dealings after anpthar. All
calculated 1o achieve one end—the
stuffing of the maximum cash into

brought

were

pany

How £130,000
vanished in the
shlftmg Sandys

living. expenses abroad,
leave this entirely to vour
discretion. As vouw can wn-
derstand, 1 do nor want the
bother of presenting bills.

Lonrho replied on 28 July
1971

‘Dear Mr Sandys,

‘I am now able to confirm
your appointment as a con-
sultant to this company on
the terms sét out in .the
attached memorandum.

' Perhaps you world fee me
have a nowe of the address of
your bank in Jersey 1o which
your salaey car be remitted.’

Higher

The arranpements only
remained in force for one
month. They were superseded
on 1 September 1971 by a
second series of consultancy
agreements at 2 much higher
level of remuneration, hand-
ed out while big business was
getting ready to smash the
miners.

L£I5.000 1

‘During the short period
that the first series of
agreements was effective Mr
Sandys performed certain
services for Lonrho in rela-
tion to the Sudan,’ says the
report. These services
doubtless related to the coup
in  Sudan which greatly
benefitted Lonrho and in
which the British government
was sécretly  involved in
engineering.

Rowlands was clearly well
pleased=—for Sandys’ con-
sultancy fee now went up to
£51,000 a year, payable in the
Cayman Islands to avoid tax.

But not for long,

Sandys was offered the
chairmanship of Lonhro, at
vear. Alas, this
would mean losing his
profituble consultancy post.

Never mind | Lonrho
would pay Inmum/'-t nsation
of £130,000.

The letier agreéeing this was
written on Y March 1972, buy

into And

their respectable pockets

in the very week that this
Indictment
government has given Tiny a £5
million loan to buy Brentford Nylons,

was published the

Saocalist Worker will be publishing
details from the report each week.
We start this week of how Tory ex-
Minister
brought to Lonrho to use his in-
fluence to get favours for theé com-

Duncan Sandys was

s dare was altered 1o 1Y
March 1972 since the coms
punmy that was supposed 1o
pav the money didn't exist
unitf 17 Marech 1972,
Lonrho ulso set out to pay
it tax free abroad, 1o
withold information from
other directors and 1o dis-
guise these payments
altogether.  The £130,000
compensation related 1o one
month’s work that Sandys
has done for the company. It
was in fact his price for
sccepting the chairmanship.

Evidence

Lonrho goes all the way ta
the top. Listen fto
Sundys giving evidence to the
government inguiry:

‘Before accepting 1 did
consult people of the very
highest level in the City—the
Governor of the Bank, the
chairman of Barclays and the
chairman of National and
Grindlazs - Bank. They all
positively encouraged me to
take on the job. That was the
reason | took it on.”

There wus  also  the
£130.000 of course.
£130.000 is more than a
farmworker or a miner could
earn in a lifetime,

NEXT WEEK: Free
houses ard flaly, the Lonrho
siush fund, the Conspiracy
charges that will never be
brovght

Picsure Juln Srurreak {Repact)



AMIN: Those who sneer
are the ones
who taught him

THE press has had a field
day since the Israeli raid
on Entebbe airport in
Uganda.

Page after page of propaganda
about ‘plucky little Israel' has
poured from the presses, without a
word about the million and a hall
Palestinian refugees.

But that's not all. The Entcbbe
affair has also been used to develop
the news papers’ already poisonous
line in racist propaganda.

If vou need proof. consult last Friday's
edition of that great ‘liberal’ paper The
Guardian, There you will find a blatantly
racist cartoon of General Amin of Uganda
drawn as the gorilla King Kong.

Socialist Worker halds no brief for 1di
Amin, But we most certainly do object to
the racist way the British press caricatures
black people in general by sneering al
Amin.

‘The British press has not always sneered
at Amin. On the contrary. At one time it
was full of praise for Uganda's dictator.

It was not black people who put Amin in

RIGHT: Demonstrators
in Luanda, The banner
reads: 'The people of
Angola condemn the
governments that sup-
port mercenarism’.

On the
executions

in
Angola

PRESIDENT Ford,
Prime Minister
Callaghan, Tory
spokesman  Reginaid
Maudling and the
British press have all
deplored the execution
of four mercenaries in
Angola,

Socialist Worker thinks
‘the executions were ab
solutely necessary.,

We beliave that on this
occasion President Neto of
Angola was right when he
declared: ‘It is not possible
to admit in any way that men
can be recruited in certain
countries to come to fight in
Angola or other countries
Never more will
mercenaries want to come
to Angola. For it is certain
that others who come will

control of Uganda. His rise to power was

promoted by precisely the same white:

interests that now tsunt and deride him.
His career began as & non-commissioned
officer in the British armed forces in
Kenva, His job was to help smash the black
liheration movement there, the Land and
Freedom Army-—the so-called Mau Mau
The thuggery he displayed recommend-
ed him to his white, British superiors. They
ensured that when Uganda became in-
dependent he was one of the most powerful
black army officers. They believed they

could rely on him.

In May 1970 the then President of
Uganda. Milton Obote, made a mildly left-
wing gesture and took over a majority of
the shares in several Briush companies., In
January 1971 he was the foremost critic of
the Tory decision 1o sell arms Lo South
Africa.

AL this there ismo doubt Amin’s British
friends told him 1o move against Obhote.

On 25 January 1971, a military coup
overthrew Obote and brought Amin to

power,
¥

Less than a week earlier, 700 British
troops had landed in neighbouring Kenya,
Commentators  suggested  they  were
prepared to intervene in Uganda if the coup
looked like failing,

After this the public relations job began:
“The president, General Amin, is without
doubt a benevalent. dedicated. hard-
working man,’ wrote the Financial Times.

Ihe Times wrote of Amin's ‘warm-
hearted generosity’,

[ he enthusiasm wasn't confined only to
Britain. In Isracl there was great delight.
Obote indeed claimed that ‘foreign
clements, particularly Israel. were Lo blame
for the coup’, (Financial Times 27 January
1971) and that Israelis manned Kampala
rudio station during the crucial hours.

Again according 1o the Financial Times:
‘1srael rapidly became one of the two most
influential countries in Uganda, the other
being Britain. The Isracli presence in the
carly ceremonies 1o celebrate the coup
scemed o little on the conspicuous side.’

Scapegoats

Amin's first trip abroad was to Israel,
where he met various members of the
government. including Prime  Minister
Golda Meir, before going on to London to
meet Prime Minister Edward Heath and
ttave dinner with the Queen

Amin eventually turned agamnst those
wha had put him in power, He found that
the econamic policies they had
recommended  did not work —and he
looked for scapegoats. The Ugandan
Asians suffered as a result

With the prospec: of aid from oil-rich
Libyva, he threw out his Isracliadvisors and
prefended to support the Palestinian
liheration struggle

Like s0 many governments in the
impoverished, underdeveloped world, the
Amin regime zig-zagged in a desperate
‘uttempt ta retain popularity and deal with
the  shautering ampact of the “world
ecanamie coixis. Amin even went through &
spell of renationalising the foreign firms
previously denationalised

Mercenaries

Then he returned again 1o praising
‘private enterprise’ and ‘foreign invest-
ment’

He claimed to be for the liberation of
South Africa. Then earlier this year he was
helping ks friend Mobutu, tuler af
neighbouring Zaire, who was employing
mercenaries to help the South Alricans
invade Angola

Meanwhile, Amin has remembered a few
things he had learnt from those white
British officers 200 years ago and used
murder, imprisonment without trial and
torture to maintain his rule over Uganda.

And those who taught him these
have the hyvpocrisy 1o sneer.
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meet the same fate.’

'We are applying justice nat
only in the name of our
martyred people but for the
good of the brother peoples
of Namibia and Zimbabwe
(Rhodesia) against whom
new mercenary aggressions
are already being prepared.’

Those who say that being
a mercenary should notbe a
crime are saying that those
with sufficient wealth to
employ other men to kill
should be free to do so.

‘THE Angolan government
has disregarded the claims
of humanity,” says James
Callaghan,

‘Now Angola is the leper,’
says the Daily Mail,

‘A human sacrifice,” says
the Daily Telegraph.

‘A tragedy,’ claims Reg
Maudling.

‘Unjustified and un-

warranted,’ declares Presi-
dent Ford.

From their statements
you might think all these
people are against capital
punishmentin principle. But
look mare closely.

In President Ford's own
country some 554 people
are in death cells awaiting
execution—318 are black,
Neither Ford, Maudling,
Callaghan nor any of the
others have made pleas for
clemency for these people.

In Ireland at the moment
two anarchists. are under
sentence of death for killing
a policeman in a bank raid.
The ‘international com-
munity’ doesn’t give a damn
about their fate,

The hullabaloo about the
fate of the hired killers in
Angola has nothing to do
with ‘humanity’. It is little
more than an attempt by the
rulers of powerful Western
countries to assert their
right to employ armed thugs
in countries such as Angola,
Rhodesia or South Africa.

Not first ti

has beer

involved In

execution

Dear Socialist Worker,
Those of us who have been
overwhelmed by the
humanitarian concern of the
Queen at the plight of the
British mercenaries in Angola
will be relieved to hear that the
Royal Family has a consistent

record of deep personal in-
volvement in securing justice
in such cases.

Princess Margaret took a
keen interest in the problems
of African nationalists in
Kenya during her Royal Visit
of 1956. At the time of the
Kenya Emergency over 1000
partisans were judicially hang-
ed for their. part in the in-
dependence struggle,

The Princess. however, was
deeply concerned at the situa-
tion and even took great
interest in individual cases.
For - example, she became
involved in securing justice for
Dedan Kimathi, the
nationalist leader.

Kimathi's trial began with
the magistrate presiding at his
hospital bedside. Kimathi was
sentenced to death for illegal
possession of a revolver and
then hanged while still ill from
bullet wounds.

me Royal Family

However, the Princess did
not stand idly by. In the
closing hours of the operation
to arrest Kimathi, Superinten-
dant Henderson. who led the
hunt, was rushed to be
presented to the Princess.

Later, news of Kimathi's
capture was given to Princess
Margaret by the Governor of
the Colony as sheleft Govern-
ment House in Nairobi to
attend Divine Service at All
Saints’ Cathedral,

Superintendant Henderson,
for his part, was later anarded
the George Medal for gallan-
try.

It is very touching to realise
that the Royal Family does
not remain aloofl when the
chips are down, In this case, at
least, the views of Royalty
were doubtless taken into ac-
count.

AN GODDARD,
Norwich.

£2000

£1,000

eV
‘x}l

AGAIN FUN
HITS THE
£1000 MARK

AGAIN Socialist Worker's call for
funds to help fight the racists has
met 8 magnificent response.

£1034 has come in this week. That
tukes the Fighting Fund to a total of
£2772 for just the first two weeks of this
month.

A £9 donation from four student
teachers in Bedford originated from an
unusual source. They wrote: ‘This sum
is the proceeds from informing the
Daily Mirror of an incident where
suldiers directing a convoy were dis-
srmed by the police after complaints
from local residents.

‘In view of the current tremendous
stund taken by the Socialist Worker
against racism and considering the role
of the British Army in Northern Ireland
and the racism 1o which this gives rise,
please accept this money as a donation
to help spread the fight.”

Perhaps the most heartening single
contribution this week comes from six
workers at Standard Triumph, Coven-
try. who collected £21 between them.

Thanks also to:

Wolyerhampton SW su{vpunzu £2.20. Central
London civil servants 30p, Mike Rass 25p,
NATFHE SW supporters, Manchester Poly, £6.30,
Dudley £3. Hull £20, A Gibson £16.90, E W P Owen
€4, York €5 Mrs P L Cred £3. Ossie lewis (5, F
Mann £l Kingston 30p. Lambeth council workers
$25. P G Warmwald £ 1. Crcklewood £25. Dumines
12, High Wycombe £5, Southwark £17, Bedford £19

Internatinonal Socialists’ tevy: North London £5.
Fdinburgh £10, Harlow £29. Newcuk £103
Aberdeen £35, Preston £20. Stockport E3790
Durham  £7, Kingston £35S, Norwxch L3530
| owestaft £29.30. Leeds £75, Lexester £25, Coven-
try £138 35, Northampton £6, Bangor £5, Eas
Munchestes £7, Manshiskl £5. South West London
€30, Lambeth Toachers £25, Outer East London £38
Medway £, Swunsea L10, South Fast London £65
West Middlesen £18.64

Money is still pouring in from the £5-
a-head levy on International Socialist
districts and branches, If yours hasn't
sent its contribution, make sure it does
in the next few days.

In London our stickers have almost
obliterated the National Front’s filth.
QOur maobilisation for demonstrations
apainst racism has been excellent. This
work we must keep up—and that costs
more money than even the magnificent
totul so far,

Donations please to Socialist
Worker Fighting Fund, 6 Cottons
Gardens, London E2 8DN.
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How we
created
jobs for

school
leavers

JOBS for I8 school-leavers
have been created by trade
union pressure at the Car-

borundum factory in
Manchester.
Said  convenor  Tony

Parker: *lf every factory in the
area did the same, we'd soon
get the dole queues down,

‘In the four years since we've
worked hard at the union here,
this is the greatest achieve-
ment.  It's made it all
worthwhile.'

Management had wanted to
take on some students for the
summer. But the shop
stewards committee argued
instead that the jobs should go
to school leavers.

Rate

Ihe shop stewards are
caonfident that they will be able
to make most, il notall, of the
jobs permanent,

Tony Parker added: 'The
school leavers are getting the
rvate for the jab, the same as
everyone else. Some of them
are getting around £50 a week.

‘All the kids have come
straight into the union.
They're going to  hear
everything straight off from
the union point of view,

‘if a kid wants a job he
ought to be ableto get one, Go
down Lo the dole in Stretford
and ook at the length of the
gueve there,

‘We're making a contnbu-
tion to fighting this here and
we hope others will folfow.”

WHY WE'LL BE
ON THE MARCH

TWO MORE marchers
for the September Right
to Work Unemployed
March to the TUC in

Brighton. -

I'win brothers Steve and
Neil Parkin, 16, left schoolin
| eeds at Easter.

They huve since had 2'%
weeks' work and now, with
another 500000 voungsters
due to join the dole queues,
see their chances of getting a
decent job growing thinner
and thinner.

Steve told
Worker:

*Me and Neil will be on the
Right to Work March to
show them all—the bosses,
the trade unions, and our
mates—that we don’t have
to take it lving down.

*If il the people willing to
fight pet together, we'll have
1o be taken notice of.’

[0 Tell the Right to Work
Office about marchers
from your area.

Socialist

'8

¢ Wiard (Regort)

Ficlure: Antre

NOW IT'S OUR
__SHOWROOM!

THE LOCAL Right 1o |
Work Cemire in Hariesden, ’
oceupied fast Friday by the
North Wess London Right |
o Work Commiiee.

The batlding s the old gas
showroom, The council were
BOMME 102 000 1T I0E0-Q CeniTge
forthe unempioved, bur the ™
announced hey couldn’t
afford i because of the cuts
Sa the Right 1o Work
Crtmneetee showed themi
hiw 1o fight the cuis.

The facilitiex are upen o
focal conumunin
r2anisalionns
cotfee bar, a West Indian
foud har, a television, and a
Riztht o Work informaiion
rocm have heen set up by the
uremploved commitiee
wheh rurs the centre.
Rarate classes and regpae
miuxic are heing vrganised.
The first public meeting iy
being held there this
Wednexday on the Right to
Wark Catipaign, The
speaker will be John
{eavon, the campaism
secretary

tiready a

-

Young and

FIGHT THE CUTS, build for the march and
lobby at the TUC, fight the racialists and all
attempts to create scapegoats in the movement.

Those were the three main points that came out of last
Saturday’s National Right to Work Council, described by
the campaign secretary, John Deason, as ‘the most
representative Council yet with far more delegates than we
expected. It was highly businesslike. We got through a lot
of work.’

There were 72 delegates present. and 23 observers. These
included 14 shop stewards, six convenors, 12 branch officers and
two members of union national executives. Trade union bodies
represented included two NUM branches, 12 AUEW branches,
two SOGAT, ten TGWU two UCATT . one EETPLU, one Bakers
Union, three Trades Councils, three NALGO, two NUT, two
GMWL, four NUPE, twa NUJ and seven National Union of
Students hadies.

I'he council discussed the
surrender of the trade union
officials to the Healey deal—
the 4'%5 per cent wage frecze,
and the cuts,

And it went on to discuss
the fight in the waorkplaces
over  flexibility, manning
levels and excessive overtime,

The Council also welcomed
the large number of marchers
for the September march on
the TUC,

Involved

But, as John Deason ex-
plained: *“We pointed out thay
i was very important nol to
forgget the older unemployed.
I'here are lots of 30 and 40-
year-olds on the dole gueues
as well.

‘We also emphasised that
whatever the official maove-
ment does, we are going Lo
make sure that the vouth are
won to triade unionism and
mvolved in the movement.”

The Council ggreed to issue
a special broadsheet for young
people fighting for the Right
1o Wark. The firstissue will be
out before the September
march

The Council made @ special
appeal for the Trico and ICl
disputes, The Council felt that
the Automat dispute  was

Steve and Ned Parkin!
“We're not going 1o take
unemploymen!
down'

lving

Preture: Richard Platt

Committee

tion

and Peoples
Sound y

North West London Right to Work

DANCE

Friday 23 July
8pm-2am with Tridi-

supported by a District Levy
andd was not in need of money
to 1the same extent.

I'he appeal will be cir-
culated throughout the trade
union movement.

SUPPORT
MARCH

Right to Work march.

the march

e 0oor

EDINBURGH: Secretary of

The National Right to Work Cam-
paign appeals to all trade union and
labour movement organisations to
sponsor the London to Brighton

SPONSORTHE MARCHFOR£1.
Raise Collections to help pay for

For further details, speakers, spon-
sorship letters, write to the National
Right to Work Campaign, 265a
Seven Sisters Road, London N4

{Phone: BO2 0978)

let’s

march
together

o

4

WELCOME,
HATCHET
MAN

State for Scotland Bruce
Millan arrived for his meefing
with Scottish councillors last
week to demand more cuts—
and was met by a picket from
the local Right to Work Com-
mittee,

He told the councillors that
more cuts must be made, ¢ven
though this means the loss of
440 council jobs in the city.

Lead

School leavers und student
teachers from Moray House
jolned the picket, Together
they chanted “Bruce Millan
hatchet man.

The demonstration proved
too much for the police, who
moved in and arcested one
unemploved worker.

Social workers and gas
worker in Edinburgh in the
local  government workers
union , NALGO, havealready
taken a lead in the fight
against the cuts by banning all
overtime.

PR - == = = = == = = = o o e ey
THE JOIN THE MARCH
RIGHT TO WORK

D 1 would like to join the march

the -march

1
i
i
i
| would like further information about =
1
£
i

Send to The national Right to Work
Campaign, 265a Seven Sisters Road,|
London N4, Phone (01) 802 0978.

---------------‘

r--------
g
3
o

That’s
the way

to beat
blacklist

By Brléﬁ Higgins,
UCATT

MICK Prestand, Trevor
Barrat and 1—all paid up
members of UCATT—
were hired last Monday on
Shanley’s Brick Hill site in
Bedford.

When we arrived the next
day, the foreman told us the
joist was at the wrong height
and so he couldn’t offer us a
start,

He claimed there was no
other work on the site—even
though not one of the 233
houses being built has been
completed.

It didn’t take us long to
work - out ‘that it wasn't
because of the joist height, but
because of a blacklist apainst
Mick Presland, who used to be
the convenor at Shanley's site
at Marsh Farm in Luton.

We phoned the full-time
union officials. They con¢
stipated. We activated.

Blacklist

As soon as we left the site,
we visited Shanley sites at
Luton, Stevenage, and Hert-
ford and told the men of the
circumstances. ’

Management were
operating @ blacklist and if
they could use it against us.
they could use it against any of
them==or any card-carrying
member of UCATT.

The sites promised action if
we called on them.

We got together and wrote
out a simple leafiet explaining
our case.

99 per cent of the time,
people would go away and try
to get work elsewhere, But we
didn't—hecause of our
politics, Mick and | are in IS,
and Trevor s an SW sup-
porter.

We leafletted the Shunley
sife in Bedford at 7.45am on
Wednesday.

Response

After a meeting at the gate.
the men voted unanimously to
strike for our right to work,

The leafler had- had ity
l"’,('t-f.

Some of those men weren't
even in the union, and all the
rest were on check-off. But
there was the response from
every one of them,

The steward told the
management they were now
on strike in solidarity with the
three brothers on the gate,

Five minutes. later, the
foreman decided that the joist
wasn't so bad after all.

He agreed to start us on
Thursday morning. But we
demanded pay from
Tuesday—and the firm cough-
od up,

1 THE FIRST Cabinet
Minister to come out openly
in support of the arrested
Right to Work marchers is
Tony Benn

In an important contribu-
tion to a collection held at
the Workers® Control Con-
ference, he gave 10p.

Tony Benn earns £16,000
a year.

Princess
gets the bird

SHEFFIELD: Princess
Margaret got a cool reception
when she went to a slap-up
dinner in the Town Hall

School-leavers  from the
dole queue joined a picket
called by the local Right to
Work Committee to picket
her

Palice tried ta arrest a local
reporter when he went to
interview the pickets . But the
pickets still got bigcoveragein
the paper and tn &n interview
on local radio.

Chve Hartley, convenor of
Balfour Darwins and chair-
man of Sheffield Right to
Work Committee, toid
Socialist Worker: “We are now
stepping up our activity.

Mobilise

‘We will be going direct to
shop stewards commiltees to
get supportand finance for the
September march.

‘We must maobilise the anger
of the youth for this march.”

~



SOCIALIST WORKER 17 July 1976 5

The 'roofers’ al work: black and white, united and fighling . . .

UNITY!

THE ONLY white face
regularly attending SYM
meetings and
demonstrations is Ken
Stokoe, who works with a
group of Asian ‘roofers’.

Carrying a scar on his right
cheek from a fight with
racists, Ken is a giant of a
man, a top class weight-lifter
and with a very special and
tender concern to support
Asians in their struggles. He
explains;

In 1969 1 was 1n
the Commuando Unit
sent to Bangladesh to

clear the floods.
Our job was todrag out the

- Where fascists

fear to tre

JOHN ROSE INTERVIEWS MEMBERS
OF SOUTHALL YOUTH MOVEMENT

SOUTHALL'S youth have now emerged publicly
with their own organisation and with militant anti-
racist contingents on demonstrations in the last ten
days. Some of their leaders and supporters spoke to
Socialist Worker.

Balraj Singh Purewal,
.unemployed, and Jaz
Vara, a student at Brunel
University are both on the
Committee of the
Southall Youth Move-
ment (SYM). _

JV: Our aim is to oppose
racism. Our first task 15 to
unite ourselves, by ourselves,
We must farget all the perty
differences and we must be
independent.

Our leaders have fatled to
stop riacism by their methods
50 now we must find new
methods of fighting,

BP: Our movement grew
diectly out of Gurdip's
death. At first there were calls
for revenge but this was, and
is. no solution.

The weekend following the
murder we called a meeting of
hundeeds in the Century
Cinema inSouthall and it was
|h€l’C that our movement was
harn.

we had to organise against the
skinhead gangs.

o pull our support
together we  don’t need
leaflets and posters. We can
just put the word around in
the right places.

The SYM Committee is
based on representiation from
those areas where we are
concentruted, such as the
schools, colleges, factories
and temples.

We will have membership
cards soon and we will invile
local white youth to join,

We don't think we need
patral groups at the moment

Experience

Somec of the boys assumed
leadership beeause they were
already well known—we all
went to school together in We have a hcadquarters with
Southall and have had ex- a  well-kknown telephone

ricnce in fighting racialism number that can secve as an
in the past. Same yvears ago incident centre.

v

S .
the “;“m,y plac

Bon't be focded:
In the "30s they blamed
the jews. Today they blanw
the blacks

Socialist Worker anti-
racism stickers—six
different types. £1.50
for 1000, 30p for 200
from Socialist Worker,
6 Cottons Gardens,
London E2. Money
with orders please,

alrai Sigh Purewal and Jaz Vara, members of the AYM

But in any case, we don't
need special organisation if
racists show their faces in
Southall because our youth
~would gather immediately
and spontancously and throw
them out of town,

As far as I'm concerned,
the police would prefer to
ignore racist attacks on us.
I'hey themselves are racist to
a-great extent

All this s nothing new.
Anvane arrested by the police
in any racist context will have
our- immediate support in
terms of defence, money and
s0 on,

Balraj is  awaiting  hiy
Higher National Diploma
examination results in elece
tromics. from  Southall
Technical College. He's been
an the dole far four weeks.

Even if | pass 'm pretty
sure I'll remain unemployed.
There's certainly going 1o be
no jobs for US n the coming
months, There's going to be
more and more ofus without
work

Yes. I'm interested in this
march 1o Brighton against
racism and unemployment. |
think I'll go on it if I havent
got a job and T'll certainly be
raising it with the SYM Com-
mittee.

Unemployment will in-
crease the racist attacks if
it goes on like it has been.

GURMAIL BRAR, above, a

TGWU steward ar Lyons in
Greenford, Middiesex, is a
member of the Southall

Youth Movement Com-
mitice. He said:

The National Fronl and
National Party wanl to
send us ‘home'. Bul the
are Nazis, arent they
They're making us
scapegoats for the un-
employment. We're not
going out, mate. We're
staying here forever.

There's no racialism in
the department in my fac-
tory. There are plenty of
white workers and we get
or. fine with them,
white workers Iin m
department don't thin
that we've taken their jobs
over,

Far from ii—if we have a
problem together, then we
sort it out logether. I'm the
shop steward for 50 In-
dians, West Indian and
white workers.

Many of the white
workers voted for me. They
knew | was capable of
ree;esenting their views,

e had a nine-day strike
last August over shifl
allowance. We all struck
together because it was an
issue that affected all of us.
That is unity, We've never
had a racial incident in my
department,

AGAINST RACISM WITH SOCIALIST WORKER CAMPAIGN AGAINST RACIS

PICTURES
by John
Sturrock
(Repori)

The Nazional Front

and How to Smash it.

AT TR B T R R RIS TS b
A Socialist Worker pamphlet

10p a copy plus 7p postage

(more than 5 copies: post 3p each)
from:

SW Distributors, 6 Cottons Garden,
London E2

\ ITFROM THE
| ROOFTOPS. ..

SHOUT

dead bodies, the bones, the
legs, the arms, the limbs, the
heads, the drowned pregnant
women, the drowned babies.

We pulled thousands of
bodies and bits of bodies out
of those floods. 1 feit horrible
and | stopped eating for a
fortnight,

I like children and I like
life. | can’t describe how it
feels. You start thinking why
does this happen.

It, made me have a very
powerful love for colourcd
peoples. [ can’t say | felt
sorrow, It was a feeling
stronger than that, There s
no word to describe that
feeling.

Although it ‘was by chance
I ended up in Southall after |
quit the marines, that same

Ken Stokoe: note the
scar

has helped me find a
friendship here | have
never known before.

Another roofer, Harmail
Johal, interrupred: I want 1o
say this though it will em-
harrass him. He once told
us—"just pay.my rent and
give me food I don't want
anvthing else. I'm just happy
to be here with you". '

Ken continuged: ‘I can't
stand the racists. Why, we're
all paying tax and weall work
the same. Weare all the same
The racists must be put down

Harmail Johal:
need politics

‘I got this scar when | saw
racists pick on two young
Indians in a pub. [ went for
them. So one of them smash-
ed an ashtray and cut my face
open, But I stopped them all
‘the same'.

Harmail Johal s a
revolutionary socialist with
clear ideas about the future of
the SYM,

SURVIVE

‘We are gomg to have to
introduce marxist  politics
into the SYM if it's going to
survive. The fight against
raciam cannot solve anything
by itseltf.

‘You've got to make the
links with all the other things
that lead to an attack on
capitalism. That's the only
WARY,

‘We've got to unite black,
brown and white in the
working class, Capitalism has
to be broken up because o s
the cause of racism

‘By the way, tell your
supporters not o woiry
We're about to join the
union. We know we must
set an example

IALIST WORKER
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ABOUT

Labour’s Minister for ‘Consumer
Protection’ has just fiddled the

regulations
manufacturers
million to
protection!

to enable

to add £1000
prices.

Some

Call this a price code?

‘A WARNING that the private
sector of industry might not
survive if rates of return on
capital continued to fall was
given yesterday by the
Secretary for Prices and Con-
sumer Protection, Mrs Shirley
Williams." (Guardian 8 July).

You might suppose, if you were
very innocent, that a leading
member of a party whose official
aim is stated as ‘the common
ownership of the means of
production’—that i the abolition
of the so-called private sector—
would welcome such a develop-
ment.

ASBESTOS: W=

YARE THE BBC

Not 2 bit of it. The very thought fills
her with horror. ‘Our position as an
economy is perilous.” she told the
House of Commons, *‘We. are com-
mitted 1o making the mixed economy
we have work because there is no
alternative,

Relaxation

“That is one of the reasons why we
have decided that a limited relaxation
of the price code is necessary.’

In support of this propaosition, Mrs
Williums -cited some figures which
showed, or so she claimed, that profity
have fallen away to practically nothing.

Without actuslly mentioning those
widows and orphans who, we used to be

told. depended on ICI, Shell or
whatever to eke out their precarious
existence. she painfed a picture of
gloom and doom about the plight of the
rich calculated 1o bring tears to the eyes
of the stoniest-hearted worker—if he or
she was mug enough te believe it.

A figure that Mrs Williams did not
find time to quote was the Treasury
estimate that profits will be up 30 per
cent this year (over last year)—with a
pay rise norm of only 4% per cent.

Nor did she mention the Economist's
kind words aboul her colleague Denis
Healey's budget (‘could hardly have
been more favourable to the City', "Mr
Healey, who has produced his third
businessmen’s budget in arow . .. "'A
big boost for pre-tax profits . . .
company profits will absorb a bigger
share of a rising GNP.' Economist 10-

WORLD UNITE: *

BOSSES OF THE

the economics of the

)
Jlo April).

Of course. itis a fact that profits fell
during the recession of 1974-75, What
else would you expect? Profits have
fallen in every recession or slump in the
history of capitalism.

Now they are rising sharply again,
But nor sharply enough  for Mrs
Williams and her cabinet colleagtiey

The Minister for *Consumer Protec-
tion' has just fiddled the price code
regulations to enable manufacturers (o
add L1000 million to prices. Some
protection!

This is on top of the government
sponsored price rises for electricity, §n
felephones. posts, beer, tobacco and so
on. and massive fare increases—
London Transport is putting up un-
derground fares by an average of 26 per
cent this month. !

All  this is officially
described as  the ‘anti-
inflation” policy.

In common speech. infla-
tion means rising prices and

anti-inflation  presumably
., on means the opposite,
However. the

government’s usé of the

SUPPRESS

THE BBC are refusing to
hire out the film of the

NG THIS FILM??

raised by the film—do not
enter. into i1, of course.

It was removed from the
schedules and shown after

steadfastly refused to put it
in their catalogue of films for

excellent Horizon TV In the same way, political the general election (with hire,

programme on ashestos, considerations did not enter strong competition on the This is despite requests to

Kilier Dust.. into the suppression of BBC’s other channel). hire it from the Open Un-
In letters to ashestos another important BBC film iversity and several other

campaigner  John Healy, two years ago. colleges.

they claim ‘contractusl dif- In February 1974, at the The BBC did not re-

issue which blew up in
Poland last week, we
think the Polish govern-
ment was right and its
workar -opponents

the
businessman’s magazine,
The Economist, 3 July.

[ NURSES at the Victoria
Hospital in Kirkaldy, Fife,
have been given
tracksuits, as part of a new

phrase must be understood
in an Orwellian sense.

The late George Orwell
coined the term Newspeak
for official jargon that
means the opposite of what

it says,

Mrs Williams is a
Newspeak Consumer
Protection Minister in &
governmeft  pursuing a
Newspeak anti-inflation
policy.

ficulties’ make it impossible
for them to offer the film for
‘sale o hire',

The power of the ashestos
companies—and the ‘dif-
ficult’” political problems

Louvre-ly!

U] A STRIKE to cheer every
socialist has begun in
Paris. It's at the Hotel
Louvre, where the
workers—most of them
immigrants—have kicked
out the management,
staged an occupation and
tasted some of the £40-a-
night luxury for
themselves.

Normally they are forced
o live and work in con-
ditions of the utmost
squalor. As The Guardian
reported: ' the entire
staff dining room could fit

into a customer's bath.” public spending, some mdignantly, ‘to see 4 notice
Today the Hotel Louvre, Labour members of on top of my Rolls-Royee at
tomorrow the world | parliament have been a banguet at Buckinghiam

height of the miners’
struggle, the BBC were due
to show the splendid Robert
Yas/Tom Scott-Robson
documentary on the General
Strike,

The ‘dignity’of a
Labour peer...

WHEN Wilson got his roval
garter recently, some readers
were no doubt wishing it had
been placed around his neck
and not his knee, —_

Wilson is, of course. not
an exception in the Labour
Party. For instance;

While trade unionists and
socialists have been agitaling
against” ~ racialism,
unemployment and cuts in

YES SHAH,NO SHAH

A STUDENT in Sheffieid
recently received an
interesting reply from the
Home Office when he wrote
to protess over the failing in
this country of an Iranian,
Mohammed Reza Poorian,
Part of the lewter read:

. .. this and previous
British governments have
taken the view that
diplomatic coniacts are
needed to protect our

interests abroad and also
to keep open channels of
communication that are
ol vital importance.

‘The Foreign and
Commonwealth Office
point out that we have no
standing tcinlerfere in the
infernal affairs of iran, a
country with which we
enjoy friendly relations
and where important
trade issues are al stake.’

Exactly .

in
,unon.'ClI!fﬁn\:“ 2

REFUSED

Subsequently an agitation
was mounted against the
film’s *bias’. Since showing it
two vears ago, the BBC have

\
concernad with other 1ssues,

Lord Leatherland, the
Labour peer. was getting all
hot and bothered over a
proposed change in the
Local Government
{Miscellaneous Provisions)
Bill, which would have
allowed private hire cars o
display their owner's name
and telephone number

‘Do want', he asked

Palace?

*If 1 hire & privare car, |
want it to _have the
appearance of a private car.

“To put my name on top of
a car would destroy and
underming its digrity’,

Say n'more . ..

TERRY WARD

L1 AMID the commercial
orgy of America’s 200th
birthday you can get, in
New York, a sticker that
reads: Boycott the BUY-
centennial. Somebody is
still sane.

shown the film during the
recent period of the General
anniversary,
though the film was ready
made and would not have
cost them & penny.

Strike

even

ambulance services.

New homes? Sorry,

issue uniform ‘designed
for outside emergencies’.

Local socialists suspect
the tracksuits foreshadow
impending abolition of the

Dirty

‘The reason for all the
double-talk is simple
enough. Though we are told
every day that “profit is not a
dirty word', Labour
ministers canoot help feeling
that  there s something
obscene—und  electorally
disastrous—about a policy
that stakes everything on
increasing profits.

In other words, on a
policy that c¢an only be
successful by increasing the
wealth and power of the rich
at the expense of the rest of
us.

Yet that is their policy. To
make it succeed, wages are
heing held down below the
level of price increases, every
kind of public service i
beiny cut. unemployvment is
being kept high and all
manner of ‘inducements’ are
heing made to persuade the
rich to cooperate with the
goxernment,

And so ‘a web of lies is
Waoven fto hide the ugly
truth.

Meys Williams says "there is
no alternaiive’,

What she means is: thereis
no alternative if capitalism is
to be kept going.

The alternative is the
socialist alterpative, un-
der which ‘the private
sector of industry’ will
certainly not survive,

0 What your
Questions About
Socialism? Write to Dun-
can Hallas, ¢/o0 Socialist
Worker, Corbridge Works,
Corbridge Crescent, Lon-
don E2.
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01-739 6361

are

WHEN YOU next hear a
Labour Minister saying
that we have to accept
cuts because the country
can'l afford the level of
public spending,
remember these two
facts:

0 The
government's

Labour
spending

on armaments—
sometimes called
‘defence’'—is not being
cul. It is going up.

O The cost of just one
anli-submarine cruiser,
£150 million, would par
for 18,750 new council
houses. That's more than
enough, for Instance, to

we can't afford it ...

replace every council
house in a town like
Blackburn and still have
enough left over for two
new 500-bed hospitals.

It’s all a question of what
your priorities are. And
whether yvou're a ‘Labour
government . . .

739 0185
739 9043

Circulation departmenl: B
Cottons Gardens, London, E2
8DN. 01-739 2639.

Published weekly ot fingl
week of December.
Subscriptions: £7 yearly, £3.50 for
six  months, £1.75 for three
months, Printed and pusiishied by
Socislist Worker Prinfers and
Publishers Ltd (TU all
depariments), Corbridge Works,
Corbridge Crescen!, London E2
90S. tered as & newspaper
t Otfice,

with the




FORTY YEARS ago this week
a long series of military
conspiracies in Spain came to
ghastly fruition.

On 17 July 1936 Generals Franco
and Mola began their rising against
the Republican government that had
come (0 power a mere SiX-months
before.

They were determined to crush the
growing strength of the workers and poor
peasants of Spain

Thev calculated that it would be no
difficuls rask 1o sweep aside the wobbling,
equivocating Republicans and seize
[.‘("Il\'['r

Thev calculated right about the
government and professional politicians
Just three davs before the rising the
government isswed a stateymnent insisting
that Mola way a loval general.

But the loval general and his wealthy
hackers calculated wrongly abour the
working masyes. They rose against the
fascists. They seized arms, threw up
harricades and created their own
organisations

Their struggle against the fascises
swiftly grew into a soctal revolution that
could have defeated not only fascism but
the svstem it comes from—capitalism.

But irwas not 1o be.

Despite fantastic heroism, the
resistance was defeated in a bloody civil
war. Defeated not least because some of
the best weapons that workers under fire
can lay hands on were given up in the drive

' for ‘'moderation” and respectable allies!
arms like giving land to the peasants,
independence for Moroceo, workers'
militias and workers” power,

Spain came under the jackboot. A
ruthless dictatorship took over,

The great struggles of the Spanish
working class in 1936 have many messages
for today. Today, 40 years on, the Spanish
working class is moving again. Today
Spain and other parts of Europe are once
more approaching the crossroads.

This time our side must win through.

LIKE many others |
went to fightin Spain. In
July 1936 | was 14 years
old and unemployed.
I had left school—or
rather an orphange—the
revious Easter, had my first
Job and lost it after joining in
my first industrial dispute. |
had also been on my first
demonstration, a protest of
the unemployed that was
attacked by the police.
Already | was committed
politically and was reading
voraciously —Karl Marx,
Lenin, Jack London and
Shelley. Like wmany new
converts | was desperately
trving to influence others
But things that seemed so
simple to me also scemed
hard to convey, Often | had
the terrible fecling that no one
was listening and no one

-

understood.

Overnight. in the middle of
July, there was a tremendous
c¢hange, Suddenly not only
were people listening, they
were bhecoming  vocal
themselves

One word had brought
about the change, ane single
word that fired the mind, a
word that was  soan (o
hecome ¢lched deeply into
the hearts of that generation
and even more deeply into

their

political
consciousness— Spain.
Already in England we had

seen  Mosley's  Blackshirts
strutting through the streets
of working-class districts,
trying to take over the minds
of working-class people with
their racialist filth, blaming
Jews as today Mosley’s
suceessors blame blacks,
Suddeniy, there in Spain,
way lving proof of ali we had
been saving abouwt fascism

Now the rank and file needed

no more convincing, Now

they could see the evil in
action. They could see the
resistance of the Spanish
working class.

Now it had become really
easy to take sides. Oul there
all that we hoped for and
believed in was being paid for
in blood. Yes. it was easy to
take sides and the world did.

My heart was in Spain. |
ilonged to get out there and
fight with my comrades—but
was considered oo young,

Instead | joined the navy
and after training joined a
cruiser destined for the
Mediterranean,

I3 March 1938, my six-
teenth birthday, was a black
day indeed. The press was full
of speculation that the
Spanish Republic was an its
knees. Hitler had marched
into Vienna,

The cruiser | was on, the
Devonshire, was  hovering
around Valencia and ] made
up my mind to jump ship and
at last do what little 1 could.

I fought in Spain
throughout the period that
the republican resistance was
ciushed. How could | have
dane anything else? Unlike
many of my comrades | came
out alive

Workers man a barricade in Barcelona

SOME of the young
comrades want to know
why | and others like me
joined the Inlernational
Brigade and went to
fight in Spain.

Fram the first rising of the
Spanish warkers, our hearts
ind our minds were in Spain.

We fought alongside them
even though we weren’t there.

| worked in the Govan
wireworks in 1937, In
Glasgow then vou couldn't
but be active in the class
struggle. Poverty was rife.
Most workers Jlived in single
ends - or a room and kitchen
without toilets,

Glasgow had a strong
workers' movement then as
now and we all fervently
believed in the emancipation
of the working class across
the world,

In an attic above Collett’s
bookshop in Glasgow we had
a Daisy air gun. This gave the
comrades from all over
Scotland some practice, very
discreetly-—one or two at a
tme at the most. All who
practised were on their way to
Spain,

| was desperatety anxious
to get to Spain, Like many
another | believed that the
whale future of humanity was
heing fought out there, Either

SPAIN

1936-1976
FORTY YEARS SINCE THE CIVIL WAR

R
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Why I went to fight in 1936

by JACK CUMMINS

A member of Bolton
International Socialists

by TOMMY
NICHOLSON

A member of Glasgow
International Socialists

socialism or fascism would
win through.

That's why we felt that we
had to go. Spain became your
life biood.

But | was not a member of
the Communist Party, having
disagreements then as | do
now. So | wasn't allowed to
go.

But come 1937 they
relented, There were con-
ditions attached of course.
The conditions were that |
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should not discuss palitics.

Needless to say, | accepted
the handeuffs and went on my
way to fight for what |
heheved in then and still
believe n just as fervently
“NOW.

For socialism, for the

‘others insist that the

revolution, for a society

where the workers rule

their own lives and where

production is undertaken

to meet the needs of all,

September 1923

The Spanish King
Alfonso Xl scraps the
‘pariiamentary monarchy
and, with the backing of the
propartiad class, installs a
military dictatorship under
Primo de Rivera.
January 1930

Faced with rising
opposition, Rivera I1s
replaced.
April 1930

King flees Spain after
municipal election results
show a massive incregse in
the Republican vots, |t
takes njne months before a
new Republican,
bourgeois-democratic
constitution is brought in
January 1933

Anarchist rising In
Barcelona spreads but is
crushed.
September 1933

The ‘two black years'
begin Lerroux-Gil Robles
governments launch
massive assaulton working
class and peasants

October 1934

Armed miners rise and
create the magnificent
Asturian Commune, This is
put down with immense
ferocity: 80,000 jailed,
5000 dead and 10,000
wounded

September 1935

Lerroux government
falls. Reigni of terror agamnst
workers.
15 January 1936

Popular Front pact, in
which the workers’ parties
accept a purely republican
programme
16 February: Popular Front
wins election. Franco and

government must nevar be
allowed to assume office
17 February: In Valencia
warkers force opening of
prisons. Popular Front
government takes office
April: General strike in
Madrid, spreading
throughout Spain, Extreme
right-wing turns
increasingly to bombings
and terrorism.

17 July: Franco and Mola
stage uprising in Morocco.
Franco delivered there in a
plane provided by Britain
Popular Front government
equivocates and refuses to
hand out arms, General
strikes called by Socialist
and Anarchist union
federations.

19 July: Barcelona Rising
prevents surrender of
republic to the fascists. By
2pm next day armed
workers contral the city.
26 July: Arrival of German
Nazi and Italian fascist
planes in Morocco to
support Franco.

14 August: Capture of
Badajoz, first major victory
for Franco and Nationalists.
10 October: Decree
creating Popular Army out
of workers' militias.

1937
24 April: Bombing of
Guernica by fascists.
2-6 May: Rioting in
Barcelona brutally
suppressed as the final act
of restoring capitalist
govemmam.

6 June: POUM (left
socialist party) leaders
arrested.

1938

8 April: Nationalists cut
Spain in half.

1939
26 January: Surrender of
Barcelona to the fascists
28 March: Nationalist
troops enter Madrid, The
dark age of Francoism
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SPAIN 1936-19/6
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17 JULY 1936 in Spain was meant to be like 11 September

1973 in Chile.

The generals had decided they. had had enough of a mildly liberal
government and a powerful workers' movement, Franco seized control of the
Spanish colony of Morocco and throughout Spain the army officers led the
garrisons in support of the coup,

In Burgos, in Pamplona, in Serville, in Cadiz, in Granada, in Algeciras, the coup
worked with clockwork precision. After seizing the barracks, the generals murdered any

opposition,

Witnesses  described
what happened in Seville
as ‘not a struggle but a
massacre’.

*With a flerce war cry the
men  [Franco  supporters]
charged into the streets. Then
came relentless mopping up
operation with grenades and
knves. There was no mercy’.

The College of Lawvers
stated that 20080 workers were
staughtered in this single ¢ity.

The generals relied on the
authorities doing nothing to
fight back,

When it came 10 the liberal
ministers who made up the
Popular Frant government,
they were right. Although
elected by workers' votes, the
ministers feared the workers'
movements more than they
did the generals,

On 18 July, & government
communique told people not
to worry: ‘The ants-
republican  movement has
been wiped out, [t has receiv-
ed no help from the
mamland’, Yet troops in
Malaga and Seville had
already declared for Franco

In Madrid, the workers'
organisations were refused
arms. The left-wing press
remained censored and

The Nazi Condor Legion which Hider sent to support Franco. RIGHT:

THE

FASCIST

COUP

leaders of a builders’ strike
remained in jail.

But in most gities the coup
was foiled. Not by the govern-
ment, but by the workers'
parties. the Anarchists, the
Socialists. the left sociahst
POUM. the Communists,
and by the two great unions.,
the anarchist CNT and the
socialist  UGT, acting in
defiance of the government

Struggle

Pierre Broue and  Emile
Temine describe the struggle
in Madrid:

*On the |8ththe CNT. ona
war footing, decided ta use
force to reopen jts head-
quarters, held by the police,
and began to requisition cars

and search for arms,

‘The two big unions gave'
orders {6r a general strike, In
the UGT offices they rapidly
began 1o set up an informa-
tion centre with the help of
post office waorkers and
railway workers from all over
the country, which would
enable Madnd to know in
precise detail the situation in
the provinces. The Socialists
unearthed and distributed
arms hidden since 1934,

‘In the steeets the first
barricades were erccted, The
first workers’ militia was
already on patrol. although
nothing had stirred in the
barracks . . .

‘It was only on the 20th that
the decisive fighting started.
The msurgents were ultimate-
ly forced to surrender. Two
ficld guns began to shell the
barracks. Finally, the
workers Jaunched a mass
attack and stormed the
barracks at the cost of heavy
casualities. . .

‘The next day improvised
columns set off ail around the
capital for Guadalajara,
where the parrison has sup-
ported Franco. They cap-

+ tured it, shot General Barrera

and marched on Toledo
which they also seized’,

In Barcelona the mass of
warkers  belonged to the
Anarchist organisations.
Their leaders demanded arms
from the government to fight
the coup, But instead of
giving them arms, the
authorities took back some of
the weapons they already
had.

Broue and Temine describe
it: *During the afternoon of
the 18th, the militants seized

“everything that they could

find, from shot guns in shops
to dynamitc in the dogks.
Groups of anarchist
dockworkers made off with
all the arms from shipsin the
harbour,

‘Some  Assault  Guards
distributed arms from sacks
in the barracks to workers.”

‘The plan of Franco sup-
porters was to march 12,000
soldiers to the centre of the
city. On the [9th the troops
from the Pedralbes barracks
set off. All over the town the
workers, with  makeshift
weapaons, lay in wait for them

e e Joitblicken

An armoured car and the workers' militia who made it

‘I-armed, even empty-
handed. without any central
control, they had only one
tactic., which was to surge
forward against rtheir
enemies’  puns.  suffering
heavy losses. But the dead
and wounded were at once
replaced and the soldiers
overwhelmed by the crowd.

The workers' militants
were in the front ranks and
fell by the dozen. The
secretary of fthe Socialist
Youth, the secretary of the
POUM youth, the secretary
of the Anarchist youth, fell in
the Plaza Cataluna where the
fascist forces held the most
important buildings. . .

Melted

‘But the calculations of the
regular soldiers melted before
a crowd that was not afraid of
death and in the face of
masses Wwho exposcd
themselves to the fire of
machine guns and made off
with them.'

A scction of the regular
army then came out in sup-
port of the workers and by the
next morning the commander
of Franco's troops in the city
had surrendered.

‘In many barracks the
soldiers mutinied. In Fort
Moutuich, they shot their
officers and then distributed
arms to the workers'.

Their camp in Spain—note the German signs

Simnilar events occurred in
ciry after city. The govern-
ment did nothing. But the
workers moved, won over
sections. of the army and
police, and smashed the
rebellion,

The story was much the
same in the fleet, of key
importance because Franco
needed to move his troops
from Morocco to Spain itself,

The vast majority of the
officers supported the coup,
but the crews defeated it, On
nearly all ships small secret
cells were formed of Socialist
or Anarchist sailors. There
was a central council of
sailors. on  the cruiser
Liberated,

Everywhere the sailors’
committees were in control.
After executing the majority
of the officers, they lorced
those who remained to serve
under their orders.

But the workers suffered
some inportant  defeats,
because there was a
willingness to accept the
advice of the gavernment and
to trust generals or governors
who pretended to oppose
Franco.

The fascists still held a
large area In the north.
Franco's forces were crossing
from Maoroceo. The civil war
had onlyv just begun.

ep)

Franco

Guernica after bombing

JACK CUMMINS

THE rising of the workers ag
feared most: a revolutiona

history books.

These speak of the civil warasa
off the fascist threat the armed
quite different to that based upo

The French trade uniontst Roberl

*As soon as you cross the frontier §

*‘They are
normal clothes but armed
with nfles ot revolvers and
with signs -on their arms

‘The committee s the
group of men in charge, who
exercise complete power in
the village. It is the committee
who see to the normal
municipal functions, who
formed the local militia,
armed it, and supplied it with
food.

The historian Plerre Broue
writes:

‘In the towns and villages
all over Spain similar com-
mittegs were operating under
Various names,

*All of them in the days
after the uprising had seized
all local power, taking over
legisiative as well as executive
functions, making decisions
not only about immediate
problems, such as the
maintenance of law and
order, but also about the
revolutionary tasks of the
moment, the socialisation of
industry, the expropriation of
the property of the clergy. the
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WHOSE SIDE A

by JACK CUMMINS
FOR two or three years
before the outbreak of the
war, emissaries from
Spain's extreme right
wing had been frequent
visitors to fascist Rome
and Nazi Berlin.

The Bnnush oil millionaire
Sir Henry Deterding placed
huge sums of money at
Franco's disposal,

A week before the lighting
started French  planes  leit
London Airport.Its English
pilot was Bebb, a
British agent, With him was
another British agent, Com-
mander Hugh Pollard from
Scotland Yard reputed to
be a weapons expert, and a
Spanish journalist from a

right-wing newspaper, Louis
Bolin.

After refuelling at Lisbon,
the plane flew to the Canary
Islands, picked up Franco
and landed him in Morocco,

British  intelligence and
probably the Tory govern-
ment must have connived in
the [light.

On the first day of Franco's
insurrection, five oil tankers
belonging (o a subsidiary of
Standard Oil were at sea on
their way to Spain.They
were ordered to change rou-
tes so that their cargoes could
he landed at one of the ports
held by Franco.

This was only the begin-
ning. Throughout the civil
war vast quantities of oil were
supplied to Franco by Stan-

dard Oil. Uniguely for any
rebel movement, this
precious  oil, unobtainable
from Italy or Germany, was
supplied on credit,

Without that oil, Franco
would have been crippled.

Also supplied on ‘credit
were  thousands of trucks
from Fords and Chryslers,

Bombs

Roosevell, the American
President, once admilted ata
press conference that
American bombs were being
drapped on Barcelona, They
had heen exported to Ger-
many. Certainly American
fuel was used in German
planes that bombed Guer-
nica
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by TOMMY NICHOLSON

I ARRIVED in Lopdon
on 1 May 1937 and™par-
ticipated in the
demonstration in support
of the Spanish workers.
What enthusiasm
permeated the whole of
the march. It was fan-
tastic. What unanimity
there was for this cause
was hard to belicve—
between communists,
anarchists, reformists of
all shades.

Yet sad to say there was
antagonism among  those
“beliets which played a big
part in the defeat of this
heroic struggle.

But make no mistake ahout
the rank and file members of
the Communist Party. Thev
were magnificent for sheer
determination 1o succeed.

After arriving in Pars by
devious routes, we were taken
to a restaurant owned by the
French Communist Party

We were split up in groups
of four and made our way to
the frontier.

Saddest

My  saddest experience
came while waiting in a loft
A communist Party lcader
announced that an officer
was coming 10 train us how to
use the nfle. He xaid we
would have to sheot pur way
through the anarchisis.

There were between 20 and
30 comrades—all  Com-
munist Party members except
me. My whole e¢nthusiasm
degenerated to zero.

Obviously I objected and
denanded the right 1o ques-
tion this covert action of the
Communist Party, They told

remembers
In and those
)es,and a
ched fist salute
S on meaning’

' International Brigade, Spain 1936, International Socialists 1976

iinst the coup produced what the generals
ituation, a situation totally ignored in most

tht between ‘republicans’ and ‘rebels’. But in fighting
kers had already set up the beginnings of a society
middle class republicanism.

suzon described the Spain he saw in summer 1936:

s are halted by armed men, Who are these men? Workers.
~that is, workers wearing their

HE
PE VOLU ' , ON Clenched fist salutes from saifors on the Spanish cruiser Miguel de  Cervantes, who put their fascist officers in chains

national coordination. the middle-class warkers'

s or simply the big
sners, the distribution
Jand, the confiscation
k necounts.'

s¢ commitlees were
ously effective in the
RYS.

¢ meant that the fight
| the fascists was not
rk of a few individuals,
[ the whole working

the committees sul-
from one overriding
They were local bodies
e civil war against the
held areas  required

an 8 November 1936,
nes af tremendous
nfrom the population,
st of the organised
s International
s marched through
sets of Madrid. They
‘@t a crucial stage of
ence of the city,
irast the action of the
an and British ruling
with the action of
af the working
Comrades such as
Fammin from
ester, who left a legin

evill Clem Becket,
way and wall of
ider, and secretary of
ham Communist Par-
gave his life.
Brown, secretary of

There needed to be a
centralised authority,

There were two ready
answers,

Wrong

The first, put by the

Anarchists, was that all cen-
tralisation was wrong. The
folly of this was shown when
lack of ‘coordination on the
anti-fascist side led to several
military defeats  in August
and September 1936,

The second, favoured by

the Manchester  District
Communist Party, who also
gave his life,

Sam Wild, who after being
severely wounded could have
gone home, but stayed on
instead,

One remembers Spain and
thinks of those names and a
clenched fist salute takes on
meaning. One thinks of
Chamberlain and Halifax
and a two-fingered gesture
becomes an awtomatic
response,

I once heard it said that we
never would see the like of the
men and women who fought
and died in Spain. We will see
them again and history has
seen them many times before.

Such men and women were
with Spartacus, They storm-

Republicans. the right-wing
socialists of Prieto, and the
Communist.  Party. under
instructions from Stalin, was
to call for power to be
concentrated in the hands of
the Madnd government.
This resulted in centralisa-
tion. But it did away with the
one thing that had ensured
success in the fight against
Franco in July—the
revolutionary initiative of the
mass of working people,
The Madrid government
was based on an alliance

THEY ON?

ed the Bastille, They
struggled for the Charter. We
saw them again at the
barricades of the Paris Com-
mune, They stormed the
Winter Palace in Petrograd,

Whenever history decrees
that they are needed they will
be there. They can never he
finally ‘and completely
defeated,

I have always felt that
Spain  was never really
defeated. That some day our
Spanish comrades would rise
again. When that day comes,
let us make sure that they
have complete rank and file
international working ' class
solidarity behind them and
they will not fail.

Salud!

between the
organisations and middle-
class politicians, But these
politicians proved again and
again that they feared the
revolution as much as the
fascists,

They moved the
Republican fleet from the
Moroccan coast- to placate
‘international opinion’, Fran-
co was left with a free hand to
ferey in troops from Africa.

They refused to make an
announcement of in-
dependence for the people of
Morocco.  Yet this would
have done more than
anvthing else ta destroy
Franco's base,

The government dis-
couraged the searching’ of
middle-class homes for guns
and fascist collaborators, in
case it ‘frighter =d' the middle
class away. »1l too often,
when the fascist troops ap-
proached a city, the middie-
class fifth coslumn  would

- come aut anc open the city

It made more and more
efforts to placate capitalists
and landowners who said
they were ‘anti-fascist’.

It insisted that their wealth
should not be touched, that
their workers should con-
tinue to slave to make profits
for them, that they should be
allowed to flaunt their power
and their privileges

The workers, who had
often seized the property of
all capitalists and landowners
in July, resented this, The
government—and above all
the Communist Party—

responded to this resentment
with  physical repression.
Already in November. the
Russian newspaper Pravda
was boasting that the
Anarchists—the biggest
workers' organisation in
Spain—was being repressed.
In May 1937 thousands of mil-
itants were arrested, Workers
leaders were murdered, in-
cluding Andres Nin, leader of
the POUM and a {founder of
the Spanish Commumnist Par-
Ly.

In private, no less an
authonty than the Com-
munist Party leader Her-
nades admitted these actidns
meant “destraving  the
fighting front’. :

The waorkers were told to
sacrifice themselves for the
war, bul not to louch the
wealth of the rich, Their will
to fight and their courage was
slowly sapped, Two vears
luter Barcelona fell 10 the
fascists withowt a shot being
fired.

I'ypical of the division
inside the opposition to Fran-
co were the events in Bilbaoin
1937, where shoofing broke
oul  between the Basque
middle ¢lass, in favour of
surrendering the city, and the
Anarchist militia, who want
to fight to the end.

The Anarchists were dis-
armed and a8 white flag
hoisted above the telephone
exchange. The republican
police continued their work
of preventing resistance until
after the entry of the fascist
Lroops:

< 4t

"They shall not pass! An anti-fascist banner in
Madrid

WITH
THIS,
WHY

DID
WE
FAIL?

me | could speak on the
subject after tea time.

Meanwhile a discussion
among the group led to about
half a dozen agreeing with my
analysis;  ‘The  anarchist
ideology prevails in Spain, As
they are the most organised
and powerful force, we must
support _unity at all costs
against Franco.'

Surprisingly word came up
that there was no need for
discussion. Things had
quietened down.

This was the May Day
uprising. Just think of it!
Revolutionaries shooting and
killing one another. History is
making us pay dearly for our
degenerated leadership.

Picture

But what a picture this was,
An international Red Army.
The English, Scots, lrish,
Hungarians and Polish, Ger-
mans and Americans all
singing their revolutionary
songs. | could never visualise
defeat for such enthusiasm,

After the defeat of Franco
we could count our successes
and our losses, building that
Red Army on Spanish soil,
becoming -stronger “and
stronger, waiting for the
French masses Lo rise against
their exploiters, then this
international  Red Army
would march in to help our
French comrades to liberate
themselves from capitalism
and imperialism,

What went wrong with
this?

I tell you the fault lies on
many doorsteps. Bul one
outstanding one was Russia,
They gave us four anti-tank
guns. There were picked
comrades for this job. |
happened to be one of those, |
say the reason we only got
four guns was because the
anarchists were the predomi-
nant revolutionary laree.

Essence

The way | see it is that you
cannot defeat fascism by
conventional military means.
Politics is of the essence.
Sadly, tragically, the Com-
munist Party kept this in
aheyance and the parties 1o
the left of them failed to put
up a proper challenge.

It is important to me to
remember all the magnificent
fighters of Spain. It is impor-
tant to commemorate them,
But the most imporfant thing
of altis to learn from the past,
s0 the mistakes our move-
ment made then are not
repeated in the future.

Again | have to say that the
Communist Party leadership
refuses ta do this. Look at
Chile and you will sce
elements of the Spanish
defeat repeated all over again.

I want to [inish this letter
by saving | was on three
fronts.in Spain. We did not
win, But there never was a
revolutiopary  failure  in
history—even in Russia. The
international working class
will build an international
Red Army that will smash the
forces of capitalism and
imperialism wherever they
are based.

I belicve that as firmly
today a s when 40 years ago |
first found a deep desire 19
fight in Spain.
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At least 200.000

to France.

appropriately.

republic.

Lntil

In the cities, the workers'
organisations  maintained a
lenuous existence

But the conditions under
which the remaining militants
lived were demoralising, In
towns and villages informers
ubounded,  Curfens  and
svstems of safe conduct were
in force.

Hunger and the virtual
impossibility of petting work
diminished  the combative
capacity of the Republicans.

One  thing made the
demoralisation worse. Most
ol the opposition had cx-
pected the Allied victory over
Hitler to lead 1o the end of
Franco as well. Bul within a
few vears. the Western allies
were giving m 1o Franca

Protest

I'he first mass workers
protest came in 1947, Sheer
ceconomic  desperation  led
workers in Madrid engineer-
mg factores and Catalan
1extile workess to protest. On
May  Day some 50,0
warkers strick in Bilbao, in
the Basque country.

But the strike was smushed
alter wen davs of arrests and
searches by the armed Civil
Guards, and by the victimisa-
tion af 14,000,

Then in 1951, a new
generation of voung workers
showed that warkers still had
the power o shake the
regime. On | March the
workers of Barcelona walked
aut on strike 0 protest at
rising prices,

By the next day 300,000
warkers were on  strike,
despite the attempt of the
palice, the employers and the
official fascist ‘unions’ to stop
them. There were  daily
demanstrations (n the centre
of the city and in the working
class districts.

There were 300 arrests. 300
armed police and 2000
marines were sent to the city
to-smash the strike.

B the government was
Sorced 1o make marginal con-
CONSIONS.

Massive

In the 19505, the Franco
regime tried to modernise
itself. It encouraged massive
industrial development. This
led to still worse housing
conditions in the cities.
Wages were warth a fifth less
in 1954 than in 1940,

But the most dramatic
proof of the workers® new
strength came in the 1960s.

In 1962 massive strikes
broks out in the Asturias
mining area and spread to
Catalonia, Andalucia and the
Basque country,

The most significant thing
about these strikes were nol
their demands, but that they
gave birth to a new form of
organisation—the workers'
commissions. These were
elected from mass meetings to
run the strikes. *

The taw stpulated that
negotiations over wages and
working conditions could
only be carried on by the
fascist-tun unions. the Syn-

In the early 1940s Franco did not
conceal his intention to set up a regime
modelled on Hitler's Germany. Workers
who went ‘on strike were dealt with
The unofficial
would be taken out and shot. Wages were
hall of what they had been under the

Despite all this, resistance nevér stopped
1949 there way large scale guerrilly
wirfare in somie of the mountainous rEegions,
invalving, at the peak, 15,000 fighters,

THE fascist victors of the
Spanish Civil War set out
physically to destroy the
workers’ movement.

opponents of
fascism were murdered by Franco's
forees in the immediate aftermath of
his ‘trinvmph’. Twice that number were
imprisoned, Hundreds of thousands
of others had to flee across the border

leaders

dicatos. Bul in the next lew
years, there were many cases
of employers secretly
negotiating with the workers’
comimissions.

But the lascists were not
defeated. They bided their
time, then in 1967 banned the
commissions and arrested
their  leaders. The huge
revival of the workers" move-
ment  was followed by a
massive clampdown by the
palice.

When more strikes follow-
ed in 1970-72, managements
victimised on a massive scale.
Hundreds of workers would
be sacked from a single
factory to ensure that no
successful strike was ever
followed by on-going rank
and file organisation.

Survive

Under these conditions the
workers’ commissians could
not ‘-llYV“l\fC as democratic
organisations clected at mass
meetings,  They were in-
evitably.  transformed into
groups of militants working
secretly in  particular fac-
tories, linked by various
political arganisations.

Bul the idea ol directly-
elected workers’ represen-
tation remained powerful,
and reasserted itsell every
time the struggle was on
the up again.

TH

SHORTLY before
Franco died last year,
he showed he had
forgotten nothing
about repression.

He ordered the execu-
tion of five of his
opponents—and among
those who gave their full
support to the executions
was his carefully-groomed
successor, Juan Carlos.

But when the new king
came to power, he soon found
that it was not possible to
continue precisely in Franco's
footsteps.

In December the biggest
wave of protest since the civil
war broke out. It began with
the Metro strike in Madrid,
and within weeks the strike
wave had spread to virtually
every industry in virteally
every part of the country.

Juan Carlos’ advisors have
been divided on how to deal
with the workers’ power.

One section has pressed for
concessions to the workers,
designed to tie them into a
reformed  version of the
svstemn. They speak of giving
the workers greater rights
inside the fascist unions, and
even, occasionally. of trying
te turn the workers' com-
missions and the illegal un-
ions inta a respectable trade

The sea (s always suspect and subversive,
Who knows, the gullsmay organise astrike.
The pinewoods must be watched for fear

they harbour

The illicit duplicators of the spring.

ireason,

doves.

{4
¥

The whisper of the cornfields may be

There's danger in the peace talk of the

ow the

struggle is
on again

umon  movement presided
over by a Spanish version of
our own Jack Jones, the
Transport Union leader,

So they allow . ‘non-
Communist’ trade unionists
to hold meetings, and
‘socialist’ parties to organise

Argue

But other people think
Franco's methods arc still
best. They argue that free
trade unions would make it
difficult for industry to be
profitable.

They are hacked by tens of
thousands  of  old-rime
fascists, who would lose out
irt any reforms, These are
particilarfy srrong in the
fascist wunions and the police.

Big business has wavered

between the two sides, |hey
see the need for reforms. Buot
they also sce the need to
victimise militant  workers
and keep wages low. So when
it comes to-it, firms like
Chrysler and Massey
Ferguson, have gladly
collaborated with the fascist
palice.

They want reforms 1o buy
off the workers' movement.
But theyalso want the fascists
in the police to keep the
workers' movement in check,

I'he waverings of King
Juan Carlos himself reflect
the dilemma. His new govern-
ment is committed 10 repres-
sion and reforms, It will have

phoney elections—and it will
have more killings such as in
¥itoria in March.

It hopes to survive because

Or in the dog-eared pages of a book,
In human laught® and in human kisses
And in the multitudinous hopes of man.

Prisoner as I am, I burst out laughing.
How will they manage to arrest and torture

the sun

Now on its way from my home town?

of the conlusion among its
opponents on the left, The
main  influences in  the
workers’ movement talk of
negotiating with the fascists,
not building a revolutionary
movement to kick them out. ~

There are several Socialist
Parties, and each would like
to develop inte a Spamish
version of our own Labour
Party, with its own imitation
of James Callaghan.

The most powerful single
influence in the waorkers'
movement is the Communist
Party. But this too talks of a
‘negotiated change’ and op-
poses 'violent revolution'. lts
aim is a ‘broad alliance of all
forces'—broader even than
the Popular Front of the
19305, which led to disaster
and defeat,

. That Front was ar first

PICKET THE SPANISH EMBASSY

Saturday 17 July, 2pm, Belgrave Square, London W1—organised by the Spanish Civil War Commemoration Committee.

From the poem ‘When | love freedom’, by Vidal de Nicolas, who served 30 years In jail under Franco
from 1939 until 1969.

AFTERMATH

Spain, June
1976
Demonstrators
in Madrid,
giving the
soctaliyt
clenched fist
safute, demand
the freeing of
political
prisoners, free
trade unions,
and a reduction
in the cost of
living

designed to prevent a govern-
ment of Gil Raobles, Today
the Spanish Communist Par-
ty want alhance with Gil
Robles!

Spain’s workers have ruin-
ed the manoeuvres and
schemes of reactionaries and
apportunists in the past. They
could unquestionably do so
again, In the recent strikes
they insisted that clected.
recallable  representative
commissions run the strikes
and do the negotiations.

There are several
revolutionary organisations
in Spain thal see the demand
for such bodies as the way to
build a  real workers'
democracy that can defeal the
regime and prepare the
ground for a soctalist society.

They need every bit of
support socialists In
Britain can muster.
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tters
Cuts: Those
who suffer

A NEW and scandalous trick to avoid
paying social security to school leavers
has emerged in Leeds and this is how it
works.

Write to
Letters,
Socialist
Worker,
Corbridge
Works,
Corbridge
Crescent
London E2

1776- The
year of the

sell out

I WAS PLEASED to see your article on the
American Revolution in this week’s Socialist
Worker. Amid all the Bicentennial junketing
there will be little mention of the fact that it was
as Lenin said one of the few really liberating
revolutions which overturned the established
social order and laid the foundations for the
great European revelutions of the 19th Century,

However it is important to point out that in
many ways Washington and Jefferson were the
counter-revolutionaries who took control of the
grass roots struggle of the growing urban artisan
class and watered down their militant idealism
to a nationalist cause in the pursuit of property
owning democracy.

Another important point is that one of the

on the school roll. However, when
they then go to the social security
office to sign on they are told they
cannot have any money if they are on
the school roll.

They then have to either accept
getting no social security money or
miss their exams. There have also been
cases of people being refused time off

A RECENT visit to hospital
has shown me how under-
manned the hospitals of
Coventry are. In my ward
there were well over {wenlty-
five children and only five
nurses to look after them, and
of course there were very
awkward children,

The teachers who came and
taught the children in the

With the change in the school
leaving date to the énd of May for this
term’s leavers, they can leave and
come back to sit exams.

first Americans to die in the revolution was
Crispus Attacks, a Boston black. Many blacks

fought in the revolutionary
army only to be faced with the
continuation of slavery and
quasi-feudalism  in  the
Southern  colonies,  Both
Washington and Jefferson
were slave-owners,

There is an increasing
amount of information and
research about the rank and
file in the revolution. Socialist
Worker readers might bhe
interested in an  excellent
biography by American
radical historian Eric Fouer
called Tom Paine and the
Revolutionary America,
£ Geoff White, Leamington
Spa

Postal
Points

| MUST congratulate you on
the walcome facts you have
recently printed about the
immigrant ssue. They are
most useful when con-
fronted with the bar-room
bigot and office racist who
have been fed on the facts’

presented by the mass
medis.
After referring the full

facts to the anti-immigrants
and racists they are left
speechless, muttering and
thinking,

(] orris Rider,
Bournemouth
[ | ]

THE GUARDIAN reported
on July 1 that the editor of
the magazine Counter Spy
was refused entry into
Britain because the Home
Office said the presence of
Mr Perry Felliwock, who
had published nameés of
dozens of ClA agents,
would not be 'conducive
to public good'.

| wonder if Jenkins and
his Home Office cronies
aver bothered to consider
whether the presence of
CIA agents in pre-coup
Chile was ‘conductive to
the public good'.
[ Jim Roper, Stockport

THE NATIONAL Abortion
Campaign has been fighting
restrictive  legislation for
over a year. The select
committee is expected to
make another regressive
report any time now. NAC
desperately needs money to
* carry on the fight.
Donations and collections
would be greatly ap-
preciated. Send them to:
NAC, 30 Camden Road,
_London N1.
[INina Streich and Maggie
Renn.

»

A witness points an accusing finger at the mercenaries during the Angola trial.

[STHISTHE

ONLY WAY?

SO 'EVERY socialist should
support the sentence imposed
on the mercenaries in Angoia
should they?

Well 1 am amazed. Since
when have socialists sup-
ported capital punishment?
To the contrary, they have
always been in the forefront of
the fight against it.

Israel is currently con-
sidering using the death
sentence on terrorists. Should
every socialist support that?
After all they have murdered
innocent people just as the
mercenaries did.

Socialists should be against
all Kinds of brutality from all
kinds of states, We should
show that there are other ways
of behaving.

1 Jenny Wistreich, Par-
tingion, Manchesier,

A BOOK ALL JOURNALISTS |
COULD WELL DOWITHOUT %

IS THERE anv wonder that
the newspapermen of this
country are so ready to jump
on the anli-immigration
bandwagon? Just look at the
two extracts | picked out'of a
book called The Simple Subs
Book a manual for sub-ditors
written by Leslie  Seller,
production editor of the Daily
Mail in 1968,

The first, on page 14 was
while urging subs to be cymcal
when approaching hard luck
stories such as the eviction of
‘penniless mother of seven’.

The local education authority says
that in order to do this they must stay

Why the mercenaries
had to die

MERCENARIES are hired,
paid killers, Nothing less.
They cannot be excused
because they are the unwitling
victims of capitalist (Socialist
Worker 10 July).

Robert Relf, Enoch Powell
and barbaric torturers of the
Brazilian state police are
equally the victims of
capitalism, but that docsn't for
A4 minute StOp US Organising
against them.

Cries of clemency and
justice are now pouring out of
every right wing mouth in this
country. International law has
not yet established that being a
mercenary is 4 crime. How

*Investigation is quite likely
to show that not only has mum
not paid the rent for I8
months but that she is living
with a West Indian pot-
peddier and has put her
children in the gravest moral
danger.’

The second, on page 140
concerned the law of defama-
fion. ‘Suppose . . . L tell the
window cleaner . . . that a
certain high official at ‘the
Home Office is abusing his
position by setting up home
with a teemage Negro

dare the
themselves
national faw?

Interpational law has never
stopped  oppressed  people
being lined up and shot. The
Angolan people were fighting
the combined forces of the
United States, via the CIA,
and South Africa, We sup-
ported them and it is no good
now, because they have decid-
ed the mercenaries should die,
saving they cannot interpret
justice themselves.

Angolans put
above inter-

As revolutionary socialists
we arc not violent by choice.
Capitalism is violent. At some
point we will have to be

homosexual prostitute who:is
on probation for flogging
reefers’,

This second is a masterpiece
of bigotry, pointing the finger
at blacks, homosexuals,
prostitutes, probationers and
drug-sellers. What a dreadful
shame  Mr Sellers is so
successful at his part-time job
writing  newspapermen's
manuals, which, judging by
how well British journalists
have learned his lesson, he
undoubtedly is.

O SW Supporter, York Un-
iversity

prepared Lo use lorce [0
establish the sort of society we
would like to see. That does
not reduce us to the fevel of
peaple who are prepared to
kill for money.

The war in Angola and the
rest of white racist South
Africa s not yet. NONE
of those mercenaries should be
left 1o fight another day.

0 Margaret Renn, North
London,

to do exams when they get jobs.
O John Nightingale, Leeds

G.B. LTD

IS NOT
FOR US

RICK NOSS and his
collcagues (19 June) raise an
important point but they do
not go far enough. The real
problem is the demand for
nativnalisation.

Nationalisation is nothing
to do with soctahsm. It is
carried out hy all sorts of
governments (including  the
fascists) for all sorts of
reasons.

Many workers today have
experience of nationalisation
and know that it means a
change of boss. Between this
and socialism there is a world
of difference—which cannot
be expressed in phrases such
as under workers’ control
tucked on afterwards,

Capitalism can, indeed has,
produced nationalised
gconomics and could
doubtless add a pretence at

workers' control if -that
hecame mnecessary. Fruther-
more  the demand for

nationalisation  in no - way
poses the necessity to see the
world capitahst svstem as a
whole. The very word reveals
that it is precisely concerned
with building GB Ltd.

In the coming crisis seclions
of capitalism will turn to
pationalisation as a solution
Socialists must be absolutely
clear that they are as much the
enemies of the working class
as are Aims of Industry.

] Phil McShane, Oxford.

‘morning often had to do
nurses’ jobs, like take
temperatures and pulse rates,
and put them down on charts
and gruphs, us well us doing
their normal job of tcaching
the sick children.

This under-manning is mad
as there are many, many
nurses without jobs. In one
case pupil nurses could have a
choice, pass the nurses' exam
and be unemployed, or fail it
and stay on as a pupi! nurse.

An example of this under-
manning is that one of the
nurses  called me Francis
instead of my real name,
Frazer, This proves thst there
were not  enough  nurses,
because nurses should e able
to remember the numes of
their patients, even if they
have a very poor merory.

So why is it that thiere are
unemployed nurses and =
shortage of nures in
hospitals? The answer /s plain,
it 15 the mad goy rnment
messures saying public spen-
ding should be cut back
because of over-spending, on
the contrary, the civi' service
has under-spent! This s why it
is so important to fight these
ridiculous  goverament
measures.

[ Frazer Goodwin, age 12,
Coveriiry,

WITH THOUSANDS of
schaol leavers starti:g their
‘working life' on the dole,

would it not be pos:ible 1o
produce a monthly magazine

aimed at getting schoc! leavers
and school students nvolved
in the fight for the right to

waork and against the cuts?
[J SW Reader, Lanarkshire.

rnlsplm"”““’

intended as an

Series of Socialist
Worker meetings on
THE MEANING OF

MARXISM
BIRMINGHAM: Evary cacond
Thursday, 7.30pm, Socialigt
Bookgentre, 224 High treat,
Oeghath,  Birmingnam  [near
Netional coach stanion)

22 July: lmperialigan—T1 5 fight

back Spaaker Nigel Harris
§ August: The Law, the polica and
the army. Speakes Laurie Flynn
19 August: Is Russia Soc hist?

SOUTH WEST LONDON. Every
second  Mpnday, 8pm  Clapham
Common - Ubrary, Claphsiri Com-
mon North Side.

19 July: Russia 1917 Speaker
Tony Cl

2 August. Fascism and Cauntee-
Ravolution.

LUVERPOOL: Evary Wednesday
7.30pm, IS Books, Berry Street.

21 July
Movements
Robartson

28 July: How tha System Works,
an introduction to  Marxist
_aconomias. Speaker: Brian Jones

Rank and File
Speaker Jack




R
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Socialist Worker

Your newsagent needs this paper!

by JANET WINTERBOURNE

I'VE been taking Socialist Worker into my local
newsagent for several years now,

I started during a Fleet Street dispute

which we supported

of course, There weré no other papers and it sold out! Since
then the average sale has risen from six to 12 papers, more

some weeks,

~ Every seller of Sacialist Worker should try to get the paper
into the newsagent they use regularly and are known in.
Offer the newsagent 3p on each paper sold. If they want

maore, bargain up to Sp.

[

Socialist Worker in the window and on the counter of a London n

‘.".

ewsageni. RIGHT: The posters and stickers available for newsagent sales.

Try to persuade him or her to put itin the window or outside
on a rack. There are special stickers available saying ‘Socialist
Worker on sale here', which you can get from 6 Cottons
Gardens, London E2. The posters-can be ordered from the
same address—£1 for 100,

Then use every opportunity to spread news of the round-the-
week availability of the paper to casual buyers and so on, And
insert local notices of meetings and activitigs inside the paper
and try to ivolve the buyers you don’t know,

It's an vasy way to sell more papers and it helps get Socialist
Worker established.
Good luck to you!

&

HELP US SELLWHERE YOU LIVE

COME and help spread
the, struggle for
soclalism! Socialist
Worker is sold every
Saturday in the follow-
ing places—come and
help us!

SHEFFIELD:

| Qain-dpn, outside Boots, Fargate
ROTHER‘;!AM:

Tlam«lpm, outside markels
e
HEMEL HEMPSTEAD:

Ipmdpo.  Marlowes, by the
mar ket N
SLOUGH:

1am«!2 noon, outside
Woolwarths
INNER WEST LONDON

North End Road, cutside

Woohworths, 10 15am-noon

ALLOA, Clackmannanshire
Shopping centre, 11.30am-2pm

NORTH WEST LONDON

1lam to  1pm, Crickliewood
Broadway. Kilburn Square, Kilburn
Beoadway and  Jubulee Clock,
Hartesden High Stree.

CAMPAIGN WIfH SOCIALIST WORKER'

WHERE WE STAND

SOCIALIST
WORKER is a
revolutionary
paper that
seeks to
organise its
supporters
around the
following
principles:

READING:
Junction of Bro#d Street and Union S?gzzhiﬁ‘s‘rémogm;" 11am
Straet, 10am- 3pm 12,30pm

Woalwich, Powis, Streat, 11am 12
PETERBOROUGH: noen
2-4pm, Cathedeal Square. Dartford, oulside the new shoppng
STAMFORD: centre, 113m 12.30pm

1Uam-12 noon. The precinet
HULL: o

Monument Square, 11, 3am-2pm
SOUTHEND:
Shopping  Pratinct
Norrs) Ham-1pen

{next ta Guy

HACKNEY

Ridlay Hoad market. 1Tam-1pm
BOLTON

Precenct, 11am-4pm
BURY

Pracinct 11am.1pm

IGAN

Makinsong Arcade. 11am-3pm

CHELTENHAM
10.30am 10 130pm, outside
Boots on the Promenade

DUNDEE:
City Square, 11am-4pm
Thursday and Friday avenags 4.
530pm - 2

Gravesand, outscie the market
entrance, 10 30am-12 noon

EDINBURGH

Princas Street (aast end| 11am to
dom.  Thursdays: Entrance to
Wester Hailes shopping centra,
4 30pen 10 5.30pm.

WEST BROMWICH
King Square, 12 noon-2pm.

EXETER
High St, outside Boots, |am sed
2pm-3pen

STRATFORD, East London

Stravford shopping Precinet, | lam-

Ipm
COVENTRY

City Precinet, Hum-1pm. Foleshill,
he Generni Wolfe, | lam-1pm

BRIXTON ABERYSTWYTH
Outside  Brixton tube, Saturday Outside  Post  Office,  Frday
Ham-tpm, Owiside Brxton and 12,15pm- | 45pem
Stockwell 1ubes, Fraday Spm-bpm Saturday  10.30am-12.30pm  and
2pm-3 Xpm

Since the cuts in the weekend
postal service we are receiving
many articles and notices for
meetings too late to put in the
paper. Please post by Friday
evening at the latest so we can
make sure to have what you
send by the first post Monday.

CAMPAIGN W\T .

CAMPAIGN WITH THE SOCIALIST WORKER

CAMPAIGN WITH THE SOCIALIST WORKER

WHATS ON

Notices Tor What's On
should be posted to reach
Socialist Worker by first post
on the Monday before
publication, Adven.g‘ will
NOT be accepted by phone.
Send to. What's On, SW.
Corbridge Waorks, Corbridge
Crescent, London E2 9DS.

SOCIALIST
WORKER
MEETINGS

EAST LONDON Socialist Worker
mesting: Step the Raciaslists, Fight
e bosses —nat the blagks. Speakers
Azim Hajea ({Birmingham
Intarnational Socielista) and Nigal
Harris (Socielist Worker). Thursday 16
July, 745pm, Manor Park Library,
Romiord Road. Manor Park (buses 285
and 86).

STAMFORD Socinlist Worker
public meeting: How the Fat Cats
steal all of the Cream. Speaker, David
Bunch. Thursday 22 July. 7.30pm,
London 1nn, g" John's  Straet,
Stamiord

SOUTH WEST LONDON Socialist
Worker day school on economics.
Saturday 17 July, 10.30am-6 30pm,
Ruskin House, Croydon. £1 fes
including food. For details phone O1 -
573 6500

HIGH WYCOMBE Socialist Worker
Discussion Meeting: The Rola of the
Rewalutionary Parly  Thursday 22
July. Bpm, White Lian Pub, Crendon
St, High Wycombe. Speaker. Duncan
Hallas .

MANCHESTER Socisfist Worker
public meeting: Victory to the Black
Resistanca in Scuth Adrical Fight
Racism In Britain! Speakars includa
Martin, from Zimbabwe Frday 16
July, 7 30pm, Town Hall basemant,
Mount Streat, Manchastes

SOUTHWARK TEACHERS SW Public
Maating

Siraggle o Haly
Studerts
from Gil

Urnion, Retary: 81 Dataily
Lomwwensten (622 1090)

HULL -Socustist Worker discussion
mestings: Every second Sunday, Tom,
a1 Socialist Books. 238 Springbank
Hull

Sunday 18 July. The Labour Party
un obstscle 10 Socislism

SALFORD Socialist Worker readers
ard members ol e nternational
Socialisis  mesl  Wadnesdays al
7.30pm 0 Ye Olde Neisgn. Chape!
Street, Saiford 3

PETEABOROUGH Sacialist Worker
public meeting: Unempioyment and
Racism--Fight the National Front!
Speakat  Tony CHff. Friday 23 Juw,
7.30pm. St Barnabas Mall, Taverners
Road, Paterborough

PETERBOROUGH: Socalist Worker

hSCuSE0n  groups  meel  weakly

ggg:f Poterborough 61685 or
1

TOTTENHAM Socialist Worker pu
lle maating: Fight Hacismi! Speakars:
Laune Flynn [SW) and a Flame
spesher, Thurscay 22 July, Spm,
Eacismead School, Broad Lene Lon-
don N.15

CAMBRIDGE Socialist  Warkar
public meeting: Fight Racialsm!
Speakers incluce Europe Singh IS
Black Caucus). Toursday 22 July,
7.30pm, Mawsaon Hall, Mawson Road
joft Mill Road|

SOUTH WEST LONDON Socialist
Worker meeting: Tha Russian
Revolution 1837, Speaker: Tony CHft.
Monday 19 July, Bpm, Clapham
Library, Clapham Common  Narth
Side

CIVIL SERVICE meeting: Crisis in
Potand, Wednesday 21 July, 6 30pm
Tha Pldugh, Musem Sireet, London

~ WCT. All welcome

INDEPENDENT THERE IS NO upon councils of inother countries poliical  equality” of Toachieve socialism,
WORKING-CLASS PARLIAMENTARY workers’ delegates and We oppose waomen the most militant sec-
ACTION: ROAD a warkers' militia. everything which turns The experience of tians of the working
Al most, parhamen- workers from one Russia demonstrates class have to be
lary activity can be country against those that a socialist revolu- organised into a
The workers create The structures of the rses l‘n muk—e ol olterigounisios lion cannot survive In revolutionary  Socialist
all, tha’ weaith. under. present Wi 'pyooaganda against We nppos#ranai-‘firj1 isolation in one coun- party
capitahism A new ilf-l“l‘y'. police and ‘hL‘. .ir’:‘-'SL'!‘IC S_ysl'-‘"‘? p .Hv'Dl‘-I’”thIT‘ ..“.JH "‘,‘ . Such apartycan only
SDCietV can only be judiciary Aot Be .O'n: : ema?“.a‘«:t:,':‘nrn ul)vp()h‘(?ca mmigracnon Russia China and be ‘built by G(ZIIVKI'Y n
constructed when they taken over and used by AR :V_‘ SR t‘ controls Eu.xx-::u Europe are ru.)t the mass organisations
collectively seize con the waorking class They \L]I’:\':[(;’J\:[.h,‘-. .3'::'“.”:- - We support the right ﬁ;"v:‘ :Il but state of the working class
trol of that wealth and- grew up under 3 - e of biack people and ° K,: b P We have to prove in
plan its production and  capitalism and are INTER- other oppressed o I'“:“’DDO g '» 13 practice to other
distribution designed to protect the NATIONALISM groups to organise ;’}‘ILL;E,Q,_(')l':|':'Zgr ';’n': workers that reformist
ruling classes agaust ther own defence. Wea th(;l; ;;’Pa e o _ag I 5 leaders and reformist
the workers The struggle for suppor!  all  genuine ‘Ialf“L RRURIBNSINING ideas are opposed to
REVOLUTION The working class sociahsm is part of a national  liberation %% their own interests
NOT REFORM needs an entirely world-wide  struggle. movements. THE We have to build a
The present system different kind of state— We campaign for We are for real, REVOLUTIONARY rank and file movement
L n @ workers state based sohdarity with workers social, economic and PARTY within the unions

If you want to know more about Socialist Worker and the
International Socialists, fill in the form on page 15.

We urge all those
who agree with our
policies to join with us
in the struggle to bulld
the revolutionary party

SOCIALIST
WORKER
NOTICES

Inner Enst London District Socialist
Worker PICNIC, Food, drink, musa,
Irisbews. Meet at Chingford. Station,
Sunday 18 July. 11 am.£1 per persan
150p for unamployed and under 158}
mcludes food and drink. Proceeds 1o
SW fighting fund. If interested, ni
Sharon 4691 twa naad an dan o
numbers),

RACIALISM, Immigration Controls
and the. fight against them:
Spaakers’ notes now aveilable for
branch/public meetings. Send
slamped, addressed enwelops  to
Joanna Rollo, 6 Cottons Gardens,
London E2.

SPECIAL OFFER—-Ispac
Dauracher’'s RUSSIA-THE
UNFINISHED REVOLUTION. £1
neluding postage, from the Sccialist
and TU Bookcentre. 224 High Street,
Oigbath,  Birmingham 1 Qpan
Monday 10 Saturday 108m-6pm

INNER EAST LONDON Sociallst
Workar Fighting Fund Social: Friday
16 July, Bpm 10 midnight, St Hilda's
East Community Centre, Clud Row,
Lundon £2  Admission  65p,
unemployed 36p. )

NOISS

NOISS school on revolutions of the
20th cantury for 17-18 July has
unfortunately had to be posipaned
until further natice

INTERNATIONAL
SOCIALISTS

SW Litho are offaring a PRINTING
APPRENTICESHIP, 10 star1 as sson
vs possible, Applicants must be under
19 and have a mechanital aptitude.
lications in writing ta  Training
Officer, SW Litho. Corbridges Warks,
Corbridge Crescent, Londan £2

SOUTH EAST ASIA: National IS day
school {or members and supporters,
covering the history, current siteation
and poliucel orgamsations in India,
Pakistan and Bangladesh, and Asian
workers  and  ocrganisation. hara
Speakar: Nigal Harris, Sunday 18
July, 10.30am-$ 30pm, Trisde Union
Books, 260 Deansgate. Manchester
Thore will be & pool fare, and we are
1rying to arrangs Lrangpart [rom soma
areas Phone Joanna Rello—01-739
9772, for datails

CRUMPSALL International
Soclalists (Manchester meat every
Munday 81 8pm in the Robin Hood
Hated, Queens Road {just off Roohdale
Road)

IS couple seek room or flat in
Nottingharm or Derby. Phone Stavelys
(Derbyshire| 4236

ACCOMODATION WANTED in
London for IS member maving from
Manchester Raom inshared house or
flat prefarrec. bt anything con
swimred Comect Pete Gates. 20 St
Mary's Hall Road, Crumpsall
Manchester, (phone 061-785.7230),

1S couple need accomodation in
London Contagt Andy Durgan, |1
Hampshire  Street Buckland
Fortsmouth

TO LET. Two rrom, salf cooking f#t
July-Septembar, o 1S membaris)
Loadon E7. Phone 01-562 4143

EAST LONDON: Room 10 let for foar
weeks in August-September Rent £6
per week. Phone 01.739 1870,
Hughie 3

WANTED for IS printshop: A Iridge
Must be electrical Can callect up to
50 mites from Landon Phone 01.-739
1870 Hughie

1S Gay Group: Meeting of London
comrades at €ast Londan Gay Cenire
19 Aeamans Road, E1 (01790 24564)
on Thursday 15 July, 8pm,

POLAND: Spaakers snd speakers”
notes  available from IS Esst
Eurcpean Group, c/a International

Deparimant, 6 -Cottons  Gardens,
Lordon E2
SOCIALIST WORKER

DISTRIBUTORS needs a London-
based comrade 10 work ungsid 10
hours & week. Some evening wark
Qualifications: Must be willing and
able to work with “other groups
neluding libertarians
Ring/write /vigil Peta Fysh, 6 Cottons
Gardens, London E2 (phone 01.738
2639,

NALGO: National meeting for all IS
members in NALGO, Weekand 17-
18 July, starts 10.30am Saturday,
Students Unwon, Sirmes  Wallis
Buikding, UMIST. Sackville Straet,
Manchester Accommodation: phone
Panny Parkas, 061 -434 7255 foutsids
woork hours)

PORTUGAL: Robin Peterson, |ust
returned from Portugal, is available G
speak  at meslings,  Contact the
International Department, & Catlans
Gardens, Lordon, E2 {phona 01-73%
8773)

Wil all IS comrades going sbroad fos
their summer hotidays 2na willing 1o
make conlacts, lake Titerasura with
tham, plagsa contagt the the IS
Intercational Department, B Cotlens
Gurgens, Lonton, EZ, phone 01.739

8772

| § Building Workers Fraction
National Maoting: 2425 July, staris
12 maon, Saturday i Longan, place to
be announced

ROOMS TO LET in North Longon
house Pnane 6807 6521



Drop the charges,

THE SOUTH YORKSHIRE
police have decided that the
slogan ‘Black and white,
unite and fight, Fight for the
right to work’ is an offence
under the Race Relations
Act.

Altaf Abani and Ann Silverleaf
were covering up National Front
slogans with those words when
they were arrested.

They were held for 20 hours in
solitary confinement beforc  being
charged. Altaf was refused access to the
totlet and a solicitor,

L Picket

After Rabert Relf has just shown the
Race Relations Act to be uscless
against racists, the police cannot be
allowed to use it against anti-racists.

Shop stewards committees and trade
union branches all over Sheffield will
be discussing the matter this week. A

A WEST Indian youth  started shouting‘black  court, bul charges
is critically ill “after bastard’ and ‘white . were dropped against
being stabbed by three  slut' and tried to hitthe  one of them for lack of
white youths in whitegirlwithabotlle. evidence. The other
Ladywood, Bir- _ Afightbrokeoutand was remanded until 9
mingham. the black youth was August.

He was walking past
a pub with two black
girls, one white one.

Three white youths

stomach.

later

The following petition iy being
clrewlared round the factories.

We the undersigned protest at two
anti-racialists being charged under
the Public Order Act and Race
Relations Act on 19 June 1976. While
the Nazi National Front have been
allowed to publicise their racist filth,
these two have been charged with

incitement to breach of the peace for

the slogan ‘black and white unite and

cut in the face and

Two white youths
appeared in

q_icket of the court has been called for

uesday 10 August.

Now the
police
take to
the air

WHAT DO the palice need to
arrest six schoolboys thought
to have nicked £1.607
Answer—a helicopter
(costing £65,000 a year to

hire), a meat wagon, two
FOVErs, @ security van with
four police dogs, wvarious

pianda cars .. . and lots and
Ists of police.

Nao, it’s not a bad joke. It
really happened last Tuesday
morning in the recreation

ground next to  Dravton
School. Tottenham, North
London.

Test West Indian boys who
saw this talked to Socialist
Worker, They don’t want their
names used so as to prevent
police reprisals.

Caught

‘There were a lot of police,
searching ' all  around the
school, up the roads. all over
They were arocund most of the
day.

‘The boys were caught and
taken to the station. They were
all fingerprinted—though
they are all under 16,

‘Where do the police get all
their money?

That 15 a very good gues-
tion. Why should the police be
wasting £1250 a week on a
helicopter?

Why should (he pathetic
youth clubs and sports halls
that do exist be closed down
while this waste goes vn?

This money should be spent
for the enjoyment and better-
ment of our vouth—not to
arm and eguip jumped up
pigs.

Colour bar at disco is
smashed on head

THE MANAGEMENT of
Charlee Brown's Disco in
Tottenham, North Lon-
don, have been trying to
keep out Greeks and West
Indians.

A white girl summed up
evervone's feeling: °If they
don't let my friends in, I'm not
going in. It's really stupid',

Almost no one went in, By
the end of the evening last

i
Rl

fight, fight for the right to work’.

TAKE THAT, bully boy! John
Roberts, the Nazi National
Front candidate in this week's
Parliamentary by-election in
Thurrock, Essex, getting some
of his own medicine on Satur-
day,

200 anti-fascists turned out in Grays,
Thurrock's major town, o thwart the
Front's attempt to whip up local
support by importing 500 of their
fascists to march through the streets,

With one in 14 local workers un-
employed and no real alternative on 2
mass scale 1o the Labour-Tory coali-
tion, the area is ripe for the fascists,

But the tiny local branch of the
International Socialists, along: with
supporters, worked hard to counter the
racist prapaganda and to begin to
present that alternative,

Support

Grays was flooded with tens of
thousands of leaflets and posters
exposing the fascist nature of the Front.

The key success of the campaign,
however, was the support of the anti-
fascist demo hy 50 Asians from the
local community.

The community had been divided
over whether to support  the
demonstration—not through lack of
militancy, but through genuine. fear
provoked by press reports that there
would be 2000 fascists on the streets.

But after personal assaults in the
streets and attacks on their temple, the
community knew they had to do
something and had already set up a
system of defence groups on 24-hour
call,

Scales

The ' question was: were the anti-
fascist forces strong enough to go on
the offensive? The scales were finally
npped when one determined Asian
woman courageously led the communi-
ty out of their temple to join the demo,

Although the fascists may pick up &
reasonable protest vote at Thursday’s
election, far more significunt is that
none of the local population were,
prepared to march with them.

We regard it as a public scandal that an

This was just one of
many raclalist attacks
in Birmingham in re-
cent weeks.

Asian brother (FGWU) and a white
sister (NALGO), campaigning against
racialism, should be charged under the
1936 Public Order Act brought in to
deal with fascists and the 1965 Race
Relations Act, which was supposed to
make racism illegal.

We call on the DPP and the Chiel
Constable of South Yorkshire Police to
drop these charges. We support the call
for a picket of the court when these
charges are heard.

We helieve we cannot rely on the police,

The National Front on the streels of Grays last Sa

onvenors deman

BLACK YOUTH STABBED

the courts or the Government to take a
stand ngainst racialism, We call for a
campaign within the working class
against unemployment, cuts in wages
or services, which cause people to look
for scapegonts. We must fight racism
and its cuuses together, and we callon
the TUC to mount such & campaign.

N2

O C Hartley,
Balfour Darwins;
0 S Greenwood, TGWL Convenor,
Easterbrook Allcard;

O A Doughly, AUEW convenor,
Osbourne Mushetts; P

0 A Hope, AUEW convenor:

O P Burrell, AUEW shop steward, S
Hill, AUEW shop steward,
Halgarth, ASTMS Chairman, B
Sykes, ASTMS Secretary, River Don
British Steel Corporation;

0O B Balm, AUEW convenor. J May,
TGWU convenor, Doncaster;

0O D Bell, AUEW Convenor, James
Neils:

AUEW convenor,

1 D France, AUEW convenor, Shef-

field Twist Drill.

rday:

Sunday, the manager was
rushing around giving out
membership forms to
everyone,

Then on Wednesday he
tried another game, No jeans
allowed. No sandals allowed.
No tee shirts allowed.

So everyone stayed outside.
By the end of the night, he
gave in,

This disgusting attempt at
racism has been smashed on
the head.
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We've taken
enough - now
we re going
to hit back!

YOUNG ASIANS in
Rotherbam have formed
their own youth organisa-
tion to fight racism.

A spokesman for it. Raja

Khanp, e¢xplained the
background to Socialist
Warker:

‘Our people are being in-
sulted and harassed on a
widespread  scale,  White
vouths provoked by the NF
have made attacks on us and
we are determined to put a
stop to this.

Soft

‘Setting  up our own
organisation has meant rejec-
ting. the leadership of our
elders. We believe they are far
too soft,

‘During the National
Front’s election campaign, the
NF were allowed to come
through our area with the full
backing of the police. Follow-

CAMPAIGN AGAINST RACISM WITH SOCIALIST WORKER CAMPAIGN AGAINST RACISM WIT

The day a
fascist got
some of

his own
medicine

ey were harassed and jeered all the way

WIN THE ARGUMENT

I LIVE on an estate in
Southwark, South London
and when we heard about
some local housewives
taking a petition asound
the area and organising a
racist march against
Asians, we decided to take
round our own anti-racist
petition,

We started on my estate and
sa far the support has been

By Mary Phillips

very good.

Several Ecoplc who had
signed the anti-Asian
petition—but who have since
read the Socialist Worker
leaflet They're Welcome Here
and argued with me over the
issue—changed - their minds
and signed gur petition.

One woman who changed

her mind has offered to take
the petition to the factory
where she works.

A woman on the next estate
15 taking copies and some of
our children are taking them
to their schools.

I've found the Fifth Column
list of quotes from Enoch
Powell very useful, as most
people who are confused

about the issues seem to think -

he’s great, until they hear the
other side of the story.

I think that list should be
duplicated with a heading like
Enoch Powell is a Liar and
taken round when we're hay-
ing this kind of argument,

We're going on with the
petition at every possible
opportunity, putting the facts
to people on their doorsteps.
and we're also having a
meeting against racism to
which we hope to get some of
the people who've got inm-
volved.

{uoday| SRARQ SULT SDINIY

mg this, our elders thanked the
police!

*Our organisation is open 1o
anvone willing to fight the
racists. We intend to hold
demonstrations against
racism and other forms of

‘ oppression.:

‘We - intend to orgamise
soctal activities. We intend to
help the old and the needy.

‘And weintend to campaign
against the arrest of our
comrades - under the Race
Relations Act for painting up
Black and white unite and
fight slogans.

“When the Front came into
Rotherham last time we didn’t
hive an organisation. So we
weren't able to stop them. But

now we've got our own
organisation.
United

‘Our first meeting was a
great success. We got a much
bigger response than we ex-
pected. This is because there is
growing concern about the
increase in racial tension,

*Our main aim i to get the
vourg Asian people together.
We've pot to take part in
politics. We've got fo face up
to the fact that-you can do
nothing to . solve your
problems if you're not
organised.

“United we stand. divided
we fall. Our intentions are
clear. Blacks and whites have
got to live together, We must
work together for .a decent
life.

IS BLACK
CAUCUS

Meeting, Sunday 25
July, Noon-4.30pm,
London. Details
from Kim Gordon,
01-738 9772.

PRE-
VIEW

SATURDAY
SECOND HOUSE (BBC-2
10pm) . commemorates the
40th anniversary of the
Spanish Civil War with a
look at the involvement of
authors and journalists in
the smfglc.
SUNDAY
Six political thinkers air
their views in the second
series of The Jay Interview
(LWT flpm). The first is
Professor Milton Friedman
The title of the serics is
Alternatives to  Liberal
Democracy and themes in-
clude free-market
capitalism, democratic
sociatism and classic com-
munism.
MONDAY
THISTLEWOOD (Radwo
Four) is about the 19th-
century revolutionary
Acthur  Thistlewood, who
was executed for his involve-
ment in a plot to assassinate
the government.
PANORAMA: WHO
FIGHTS FOR
RHODESIA? (BBC-1) ex-
poses an illegal recruitment
racket which sends scores of

young Bntons and Eu-
ropeans to fight in the
Rhodesian  Army. DonY

forget BILL BRAND (ITV

9pm)
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Miners throw down a challenge

Notices and

mneetings

Notices ftor this column
must be posted to artive by
first post the Monday before
publication. We cannot take
them over the phone. Send
CASH WITH COPY (10p &
word) to Classified. Socialist
Worker, Corbridge Works,
Corbridge Crescent, London
£2 8DS. No invoices can be
sent.

CYPRIOT WORKER in Greek— June
and July ssue oyt naw Articles on
Racism s Haw 1o Fight Back, Tha
TUC Den with Mealey and the Fight
for tha Right to Work, Regent events in
Greece g1 Labanan, Cyorus—why
the ruling class have called the
eleation f rugration of warkers from

Cyprus, lerview with o sacked
Cypaor  machenise PRINTED  IN
GREEK. & sopy. plus 7p postage
from Cy Worker, 265 Sewen
Sisters Road. Londan N6,

THE CRISIS IN ITALY—what next
after the plections? A meeting
organiset by  supportars  of the
revolutionary left  alliance,
Dermacrazis Proletara Speakers from
tha International Socialsts snd alian
révolutianory groups: Conway Hall
Red Lion Spuare, London WC1 Friday
16 July. 7 20pm

BENEFIT FOR TRICO WOMEN
WORKERS Thursday 15 July. 8pm,
Greentord Hall, (junction of Oidheld
Lane and Ruislip Road), Greenford,
Middlesax  Suppart the Equal Pay
disputel 7th week of strika—funds
vital Win Sangra Karr, Broadside
Molsle Workers Theatre and athers.
Admission  £1. Orgamsed by
Hammersmith WWCC.

SALFORD and MANCHESTER
Anti-rgcist commitiess joint public
meeting for all those snxious to fight
racism and fascism, Speakars Dave
Robens, who infiltrated 1he Natonal
Fromt. and local black spokesmen
Friday 16 July, Bpm, AUEW Building,
The Crescent, Satford

South West London Student
Toachers and Lambeth Trades
Councit Confarence against the
cute. Sawurday 24 July, Furpadown
College.  Welham  Road, Londoen
SWA7, Zpm Gpm. Speakers include
Dok Nerth (NUT Execitvel, Brian
Hooges (L mbath Trades Council| Xen
Livingstone |GLE councilion

SALFORD and MANCHESTER
ANTI-FASCIST COMMITTEES
public meating: Friday 16 July, 8pm
AUEW  Buildergg, The Crescent,
Salford. All those anxious 1o fight
racism and fascism welcome
Spaskers ntlude Dave Roberts, who
infultratad the National Front end loca)
tlack spakesmen

HARINGEY: Demonstrate against
racislisen, the Nationsl Front and
police harsssment. Saturday 24 July
10.30 am. Meel outside Toitenham
Tragas Hall March ta Wood Green

Outne—THE HOSPITAL WORKER,
national rank and file paper for all
hespital ans haalth sarvee warkers
Sip a copy Ordars to Mal Hartlay, 18
Fida Tanace Longon NY

BENEFIT DANCE for North London
Caommittee against Repression in
Spain, Music by Tha Erelicts. Satur
day 17 July, Been till msdneght, The Oid
Red Lion, Stdohin Street [Ange] Tube)
Agmission B0p

THE GENERAL STRIKE AND THE
STRUGGLE FOR POWER. Speake-:
Aag” Gro Tuesday 20 July,
ent Garden Communist
/ Sraiton Straet London
WCZ, In conjunctian with the Gensaral
Stika Extunition

REMEMBER 1926! Sunday 18 July,
Spm, CAST socialist theatre group in
Samuel (Ker Hardiel Muggins MP
Covent Gargen Communily Cantre,
27 Snhalton Street, Londgn WC2
Admisswon 50p (halt peiee for pen
ssaners and Kids)

LLP PAMPHLETS: Send for our
Spanish  selection:  Spsin  after
Granco—20p;  Joaguim  Maurin—
20p; The Basqgua Country--20p; The
Spanish Reyolution—20p, Postage
free of ordering gl four, plus 7o for
smaller arders. 49 Top Moar Side
Leeds LS11 9LW

PRESS /COMMUNITY WORKER
needed for the Hall Moon Theatre
Knowtadge and commitment to Erst
End important. Call 480-6464

GEAMAN COMRADE seeks contact
with English comrades engaged o
political education with adults and/or
young unemploved workess, Meating
n Britain in August possible. Please
contact K Walter, Postfach 11 0503, 1
Barlin 11, Garmany

Guitarist wanted for louring sociaist
theatre company. Starting  mid-
Aupgust. Pay £50 a week. Apply: 7 84
Theatre Company, 31 Clerkenwell
Close, London ECY

BROADSIDE MOBILE WORKERS
THEATRE needs 1. A versatile actor
2, A musician who can play one or
more accompanying instruments
|e g, accordion, guitar, concerting
mandolin, stc ). write songs, arrange
and franspuse, sing and do soms
actang, Both must be sociahists
prepared to make 8 long-term com-
mitiment, Trade Union and labour
movement experience usaful Write
with detalls of experience 1o 58
Holbein House, Holbein Placa, Lon-
don SW1

PIRATE JENNY{formarly Wast Lan

don Thasire -Workshop] in Breakers
Yard-—a play about miseducation. 12
10 14 July 8t Kings Head Pub Theatre,
115 Upper S1 Islington (226 1918). At
Bom

NATIONAL ABORTION CAM-
PAIGN public mesting to discuss
coming report  of anti-abortion
Parliameniawy  Sedect  Commintiee
Tuesday 27 July, 7 30pm, Grand
Committee Room. Westminstar Hall
House of Commans

MINERS' delegates threw
down a militant challenge
to the government last
week on the final day of the
National Unpion of
Mineworkers' conference
in Douglas. Isle of Man.
They unanimously sup-
ported demands that by
January miners should retire
at the age of 60 and that the
retirement  age  should be
lowered in stages to S5 by

By Bill Message

1980.

If this is not conceded by the
Coal Board or the government
by January. it was decided
that ‘the National Executive
Committee shall consult the
membership by way of ballot
vote in order to determine
which course of industrial
action shall be taken to bring
this matter to a successful

conclusion’.

The policy would cresate
22000 new jobs, rising to
more than 100,000 by 1980.

The successful resolution,
which is outside the terms of
the government's wage limits,
was A Kick in the teeth for
NUM president Joe Gormley.

But he will do all he can to
manoeuvre the right-wing
majority on the executive into
sabotaging the claim.

Delegates had earlier given

a snub to the executive when
they voted against its wishes
by 177 votes to 96 for the
tmmediate implementation of
# fourth week's annual holi-
day. The result, however, was
confused by the passing of
another resolution calling on
the executive merely 'to press
the claim for four weeks’
annual holiday’.

By voting so determinedly
for the resolutions on retire-
ment and holidays which are

forbidden by the wage freeze,
delegates gave expressipn to
the growing rank and file
frusteation at the erosion of
wages and conditions caused
by the Labour government.
Stern warnings were given

" by Noftinghamshire  and

Yorkshire delegates of the
results of the implementation
of a Coal Board plan to level
out the amount of con-
cessionary  coal  given to
miners by taking some away

. Brodsworth

KENT: The battle for the
right to work in safety at the
Isle of Grain power station
site is now in its fifth week.

1,000 construction workers are
on strike in support of safe working
conditions, The strike began when
the employers. Babcock and
Wilcox. sacked six men on thespot
for refusing to work without
protective clothing in boiler rooms
lagged with hazardous fibreglass.
Two others who also refused to
work without protection were
sacked.

All sacked

Babcock and Wilcox went on to sack
all LOOD strikers, mainly members of
the construction  section of the
Engineering Union, )

As Socialist Worker reported last
week, Babeock's policy toes the line of
the powerful Engineering Employers’
Federation: the so-called ‘right to
manage’. For -Grain workers, this
means smashing shop-floor organisa-
tion in order to risk life and timb in
pursuit of profit.

Overtime
ban to
Create
Jobs

By Anne Robertson,
ASTMS steward
MANCHESTER:
Members of the health
workers union, COHSE,
have banned overtime to
force management to
employ more people.

The ban includes nursing
staff, ancillaries and
domestics. Inone ward alone,
more than 100 hours of
overtime were being
worked=—cnough to create
three jobs.

The action has the full
backing of the North
Manchester General Joint
Shop Stewards Committee.
COHSE workers at
Springficld have appealed to
other workers to follow their
lead,

Physiotherapists  at  the
same hospital are working to
rule fo protest about
abominable staffing levels.

A ONE-MAN STRIKE

CHARLES NEVILLE, a

Hampshire County Coun-

Safety committee launched

THE NEWLY- mation on dangerous details of the next
FORMED South Essex = materials, treatments meeting from: Paul
Health and Safely and possible preven- Tharby, 60 The
Committee met forthe tions, available to all Rundels, Benfleet, Es-
first time last week. local workplaces. sex.

17 trade unionists Transport workers

from the transport are being approached [ Health and Safety at
workers, the public so that dangerous Work schools are
employers' union, the  materials can be effec- organised bg the Rank
fire brigades union, lively blacked. and File Organising
the shop workers un- The meeting also Committee in diflferenl

collected £4.50
towards the cost of the
campaign against the
National Front in the
Thurrock by-election.
O Information about
commitiee and

lon and the white
collar union ASTMS
discussed how to help
fight for safety at work
Iin the area.

They agreed to build
up a directory of infor-  the

parts of the country.
If you would like to
organise one in your
area, write to Roger
Cox, 214 Roundwood
Road, London NW10.
Phone 01-451 0739,

This was clearly shown when
negotiations broke down last Friday.
Babcocks were told by the Factory
Inspector that conditions were a hazard
and overalls should be provided

Shop stewards rightly insisted that
the employer must pay for protective
clothing. Babcocks have refused and

i i ' %

PART of the protest march in Birmingham
last Thursday against the closure of Rea
Street Nursery.

When Rea gtree! is closed in January,
the staff. equipment and children are to be
moved to two other nurseries. Or so they
have been told.

But at one of the other nurseries there is
already a long waiting list lor places. The
other is small and overcrowded,

The Tory Council have announced a
further cul of £8 million~in spending. All
lurther spending on nursery education
has been slopped.

are taking advice from their legal
connsel, none other than Tory
backwoodsman Quintin Hoge. And if
Hogg is insolent enough to tell his
business friends . to pay up. then
Babcocks ‘have another card up their
sleeves. They have stated that there will
be no reinstatement unless bonus

shoved

into  Hammersmith

STRIKE FOR SAFETY
1000 BATTLE ON...

schemes are renegotiated and produc-
tion levels raised ;

But what makes the whole thing stink
is what we suspect may be connivance
at government level. On 29 June, a local
paper reported that local Labour M.P,
Bab Bean had asked the Employvment
Minister Albert Booth to intervene. No
news has come since of this request, and
the local paper ywetly dropped the
story, Neither, so far as we can tell, has
Bob Bean made any statement regar-
ding his meeting with the Minister,

The most disgracetul aspect of the
digpute is that the strike is still unof-
ficial

Green light

The outcome will affect all workers
on other large construction projects
and a defeat for the Grain workers will
be the green light for similar attacks by
the Engineering Emplovers Federation

Trade umonists must support this
strike, The move to foree official union
recognition must begin in all C.E.U
branches.

Messages of support 1o the Joint
Shop Stewards Commitiee, Isle of
Grain Power Station, Kenl.

Bictura: Path Mazetan (IFL}

BOOST FOR HOSPITALCAMPAIGN

school caretaker. shut down
Portchester School in
Portsmouth for one day by
padlocking the gates and
announcing he was on strike.

This was the first stepina
campaign by his union,
NUPE. to fight wage cuts of
up to £2.50 a weck.

So far, 30 schools have
been stopped for one day
across Hampshire.

cil are demanding either a
reduction in hours of work, a
reduction in bonus or the
sacking of evervone over
normal retirement age. Thisis
all in breach of an agreement
which has operated for five
YRars.

0O Resolutions of suppart for
the fight back to Dunn,
NUPE offices, I8 St Thomas
St, Winchester, Hants,

THE SAVE Acton Hospital
Campaign, begun by the
West London Hospital
Worker, has won the first
round of the battle.

Acton is threatened with
being changed from a general
to a psychidtric or geriatric
hospital, with a drastic cut in
services and a big loss of jobs,

People in Acton would be

Hospital. which s already
closed hall the time to all
admission.

The Arca Health Authority
came up with a new plan
which threatened both
Hammersmith and Acton.

At the Arca Health Authori-
ty meeting called to discuss
this, all the shop stewards
from Actan and

Hammersmith, with support
fromother workersinthearea,
filled the public gallery and
made our opposition to the
plan clear. :
Under pressure from our
shouting, the new plan was
defeated by 13votesta 11, We
are now going on to fight the
other threat to Acton, and-all
cuts and redundancies at
Hammersmith.

from certain areas,

Frank Cave. delegate from
colliery  near
Doncaster  issued  an uk
timatum (o Gormley and his

[friends: 'If a single cobble of

coal is waken from the
Yorkshive miners we shall take
indusivial action.”

On the final day of cgn-
ference, delegates passed un-
animously a resolution urging
‘the whole Trade Union
Movement to oppose, at every
step.  any  effort by the
National Front to infiltrate
democratic  bodies. and
further calls upon the Govern-
ment 1o outlaw this evil
organisation’.

Arthur Scargill, president
of the Yorkshire NUM,
argued so forcefully for the
banning of the fascists that
much to his surprise not a
single ‘moderate’ stood up to
plead for freedom of speech
for fascists,

<

Hope

Conference also . passed
unanimously a resolution ‘in
support of all men demanding
the right to work'., One
delegate said that he hoped it
also included women,

Sudly  missing from the
resolution, however, were
concrete proposals for how
this should be done.

O THE COLLIER, the rank
and file miners' paper, is
publishing a full report and
analysis of the conference.
its next issue, due outon 16
July, also exposes a racket
in which South Wales
miners are being conned
into paying up 1o £200 more
than they should for central
heating.

5p, plus postage, from The
Collier, 38 Abbey Lane,
Cundy Cross, Barnsley,
South Yorks.

Why
the

dustmen
lost

CUMBERNAULD: The
dustmen's strike 1§ over,

It ended in defeat last
Friday when they agreed 1o
accept 4 £5 a week 'cut in
borus pav and a £400 lump
sum payment for clearing the
backlog of rubbish which had
built-up during the eight
week strike

I'ne determyination of the
80 dustmen to resist the
Scottish  National  Party-
dominated Council’s attack
on their living standards was
impressive.

But the local fulltime union
officials from the General and
Municipal and the Transport
and General Workers unions
were not prepared ta have the
strike made efficial, .

Instead, they isolated the
strikers und pressurised them
back to work.

Claim

I'he dustmen claim that
two weeks ago Hugh Wyper,
TGWU  full-time District
Secretary and member of the
Communist Party, told them
that the-District Committee
were sympathetic and would
make the strike official.

The next day, the TGWU
denied this and a few days
later Wyper was proposing a
compromise offer for a return
10 work.

‘The strike was provoked by
the SNP Council and
throughout they have shown
a ruthless disregard for the
living standards of the
workers they employ and the
services they are supposed to
provide,

The lessons of the strike
and the role of the SNP have
not been Jost on workers in
the West of Scotland.



1000
walk

out
at EEV

ESSEX: 1000  Engineering
L nion members at the Enghsh
Electric Valve factaries in
Chelmstord and Maldon stag-
ed two walk-outs fast week in
protest  at mansgement
attempts to trick them aut ol &
piy risc.

EEV 13 part of the giant
GEC group. which only a few
days betare had announced 2
£45 mulhion inerease in prafits
to u record £207 million.

The dispute hinges on vary-
ing interpretations  of  the
government’s pay rules,

ALUEW members at EEV
apreed last year'to a three-

hase pay agreement. which
me¢luded the consolidation of
a £2.04 bonus pavment.

But now management ire
lrying to say the bonus must
he offset against this year's £6
mnerease.

And they appear to have
Department of Employment
officials on their side.

When the shop stewards
committes went to the Dok in
May, an official  called
Hawkins assured them that
the payment did not need to he
offset

Changed

I hen, two weeks later. alter
‘communications” with EEV
mangement, he mysteriousls
changed his mind

Undeterred, the stewards
battled on. Last weck they
invaded AUEW headauariers
w Souch Landon 1o demand
support

And then they went on to
GEC offices in Stanhope Gate

10 confront . Sir Arnold
Weinstock.
Weinstock — who claims

‘my door is always open’
kept it firmly shut. But his
number twe was forced Lo
meel a delegation

The outcome was anothel
mecting a5 Sociahist Worker
Was E0Ing 10 press,

Whatever the result, the
EEV workers have shown they
are not going to let GEC ride
roughshidd over them.,

We've had
enough!

MANCHESTER: Staff at the
ASDA superstore in the hated
Moss-side shopping precinet
have had about all they can
take,

[ast week it was so hot in
the store that several bottles
blew up and butter from the
fridge was like oil, Yet the
radiator in the women's toilet
wis full on

After a dav of [ruitless
negotiations, most of the stafi
walked out. -

‘We¢ o oare. overworked
.‘llrmd\ * one worker explain

od. "There are supposed 1o be
3% people working in this
store. But even on a Saturday
thers's oniy about 20 or so.

"We  get people coming
every day for jobs. But
management turn them away,
They take several thousand
pnund\ aday. Yet ouraverage
pay is only £30,"

The stafl won fans for the
canteen and office. But they
still have 1o light for fans for
the cash office and a cooling
svstem for the shop foor
where the heat can be stifling.

Victimized
REDDITCH I'wo office
warkers have been sacked hy
C Relfs for being #ctive trade
unionists

And their colleagues—
members of TASS, the white-
collar section of Engincering
Union—have come out on
unofficial strike in support of
them.
[J Messages of suppori and
donations to C Lomas,
AUEW/TASS, AUEW
House, Smallbrook
Ringway, Birmingham.

STOCKPORT: The
Sunblest bakery
strike is over. It

resulted in victory for
the Bakers Union.

Within hours last week
of the strike being made
official, and of threats to
spread it throughout the
company.  management
were forced to swallow
their pride and meet the
bakers stewards.

They had previously refused
to meet until the steikers had
returned to work. They had

Avery
Hardell
Sit-In

HAMPSHIRE: 160 Engineer-
ing U'nion members have
occupied their lactory — Avery
Hardell in Leigh Havant—
after management suspended
them for taking sanctions,

1 he oceupation is the latest
stage in a long-standing dis-
pute over the position, of
workers i a new pump sec-
tion.

Shop stewurds say men who
should be inskilled work have
been classified as semi-sKilled,

When the first stage of the
dispute procedure broke down
the workers stopped mobility
of labour.

They refused to l.nlw partin
stocktaking, which is outside
their ‘normal work, Manage-
ment then suspended all 160
workers,

The workforce are deter-
mined 10 win and sar¢ manning
picket fines 24 hours a day.

I nfortunately TASS
members are scabbing.

[J Messages ol support and
donations to: John Lan-

casler. 58/60 Middle SL,,
Southsea. Portsmoulh,
Hants,

ARRESTED AT GUNPOINT

DUBLIN: A few weeks ago
two members of the Un-
emploved Workers Action
Comnuttee wege arrested at
gunpoint by Special Branch
detectives while handing out
feallets at Navan Labour Ex-
change

They were taken to the local
police barracks, stripped nak-
ed and warned to be ‘more
careful in futuce’,

They were released ten
hours later.

I'he icident was a timicly
reminder that the authorities
here will not hesitate to use
laws “to deal with lerrorists’
against rank and file workers®

(T131) sdiniud =9buy < 38NLDId

been conlident that they could
starve them back to their
machines  with  production
kept going by a ‘rent a scab’
team

Until the strike was made
official. most other workers at

the plam, van drivers and
crafltsmen, had  continued
working.

But with the nationwide

ABF strike call, they began to
honour the pickets: A few

. By Eamonn McCann

orgamsations.
Such incidents are likely to

multiply in  the coming
months. X
If Britain has cconomic

problems, Southern Ireland s
a disaster area. Unemploy-
ment is at 10,2 per cent, the
highest in the Common
Market, and rising.

Inflation roars whead at 18
per cent with food, fuel snd
transport costs. bearing the
hrunt. Calls forswingemg cuts
in public spending echo those
from across the water

hours later, the plant was
silent except for the manager's
phone frantically ringing
London,

I'he strikers have returned
to work on a status quo basis,
with the management
withdrawing  their  ‘fines’'
which together with the break-
ing of & shift patterns agree-
ment led to the strike

The mandgement have

pledged to hnnour lhc shift

In face of this. the Labour
Party and trade union
leadership remain committed
to the National Coalition
Government, dominated by
the rmigidly conservative Fine
Gael

Uintil a fortnight ago,
gavernment strategy was oen-
tred on the national wage
agreement, the local version of
the sacial contract.

But delegates to a special
conterence of the lnsh Cons

gress  of Trade Unions
reflecting  widespread  rank
and file disillusion with the

coalition——rejected the agree-
ment by & narrow majority,

Nottingham radio lock-out

NOTTINGHAM:
casters at Radio
been locked out,

Since  the journalists and
DJs organised, there has been
a serics of short but bitter
clashes,

A 48-hour strike forced the
management’s  industrial
relations committee —led by
LSDAW cxecutive member
Sidney  Williams - to  sign
national wages and conditions
agreements far both unions.

The final straw came in the
wake of a letter from the
Department of Employment
backing  the management
claim that the settlement was
outside the government’s-pay
norm

The angry chapels called a
joint mandatory meeting and
took over the station’s main

20 broad-
Trent have

studio complex

Management took
line IThev locked
protesters in, refused
access to food, water, and
adegquate toilet facilities, and
transferred broadcasting to a
makeshift studio

The occupation ended after
30 hours with assorances that
the pav agreement would be
implemented, il possible, and
that there would be no
victimisations.

The members tried 1o return
to work on Monday but were
locked out. Management in-
sisted on individusl
guarantees about future con-
duct. Both unions refused.

John Kiddey, spokesman
for the National Union af
Journalists, explained: *We
have tried bargaining with this

a hard
the
them

management but they won't
listen They make promises
and then ride roughshod over
them. Confrontation i the
only thing they understand,

[0 Messages of supporl
and donations: phone John
Kiddey, Nottingham
602272.

SUNBLEST BOSSES
BACK DOWN

agreement an lull

Despite  this pledge, the
workers are wary and will be
observing the implementation
of the deal closely,

The strike committee all
attended the National Council

for the Right 10 Work Cam-'

paign in Manchester on Satur-
day and told the meeting:

‘In the past, bakers have
accepted the dictates of the
ABF. We have shown that

Now many Fine Gael
ministers have called for a full-
blooded statutory wage freeze.
Already a move to freeze the
pay of bank officials, now in
the fourth week of a national
strike, has  been rushed
through the Dail (parlisment)
with Labour Party support

LINKED

Members -of the Sacialist
Warkers Movement  have
been involved in meetings to
form shop stewards com-
muittess in Dubling Galway and
Waterford, arguing that the
eeanamic issues must be link-
ed to the struggle against
repression and for the rights of
poelitical prisoners.

As the crisis deepens, the
state itsell certainly makes less
and less distinction between
‘political  subversives’ and
‘economic subyersives’,

The laws drawn up 1o
‘protect the public from the .
IRA' are now used to protect
the system from the working

class, The lesson i worth
noting—and not just In
Ireland

CRICKLEWOOD VICTORY

WORKERS at Cricklewoond
bus garage have won their
week-long strike against tilthy
tailet conditions.

Since London Transport
management tool the lavatory
attendant off the job last vear,
conditions had got increasing-
ly foul with the smell reaching
the canteen and street outside.

Members were solid behind

TGWU rep Freddie Byrne,
despite management atlemply
atorganising astrike-breaking
force at the end of last week.
Willesden and other local
earages relused to run services
over Cricklewood’s routes,
and delegation from the gar-
age called for similar support
at  Vietona, Stockwell,
Peckham and Norwood
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times have changed and that
we are now a force to be
reckoned with,

"We would like to record
our thanks to the Stockport
Right to Work Committec,
which gave us a lot of help
during the strike.

*Now that we've won. it's
our turn to offer our support
to you. Weare only too happy
to say. if vou need any help, let
us know,’

On the picker line at
Trico in Bremiford. West
London, where scab
lorries are still being used
to break through. the
picket during the night
The 460 women on strike
for equal pay have
received a big boost for
their struggle. Ford con-
venors have agreed 1o
black the windscreen
wipers made ar the firm.
Las: week a delegation
weni to a Trico factory in
Northampion. Even
though the Narthamp-

ton plant is rot fully
unionised, they received
a waem receprion,
Wamen even came oul
during their tea break (o
meer the strikers.

The nine-week strike
hus Been made official by
the Engineering Union,
but money iy stilf
desperately needed.

[J Send donations and
messages of support
to Trico Strike
committee, c/o
Southall AUEW
District, 1 Woodlands
Road, Southall,
Middlesex.

ICL:Ist
Chrysler all
over again?

MANCHESTER: 700
clectricians and wiremen in
the EEPTU are breakinga
TGWU and AUEW picket
line at ICL in West Gorton.

60 EFPTU members are
even carrying out the jobs of
the strikers wunder the
leadership of the EETPU
convenor, super scab Sammy
Davis, MBE.

How many convenors do

you know with the MBE.
awarded for  services 1o
management)

S0 fitters in the Engineering
Union have heen on strike for
nine weeks, joined by TGWU
members and six EETPU
members, The strike is against
management’s intraduction of
100 per cent flexibility

Davis and the management
claim this was agreed to in the
1970 agreement, This is totally
untrue.

Severe
The dispute has many
similaritiecs  to  the 1973

Chrysler electricians dispute
when AUEW and  TGWU
members were instructed to
cross the official EEPTU
picket lines at the Stoke plant.

Fhe result was a sevese
weakening  of  trade  union
organisation in Chrysler. The
same could well happen at
ICL. 4

The National Right to
Work Cotngil has called for a
special effort to be made to
help the ICL strikers. Cam-
paign secretary John Deason
said:

*All trade unionists should
support this dispute. It is a
tundamental guestion of trade
union prineiple that we do not
allow these scabs inside the
factory to get away with it

The Right to Waork Cam-
paign hasissued special appeal
sheets. available from 265a
Seven Sisters Rd, London
N4

O Donations to the ICL
strike, c/o AUEW Offices,
The Crescenl, Sallord,
Lancs.

Orlakes menace

DAGENHAM: The strike for
union recognition by 13
women at Orlakes has been
going on' for 12 weeks,

I'he women are demanding
recognition of the Transport
Workers Union = and the
three vic-

reinstatement  of
timised members.

Socialist

Please send me more information
about Socialist Worker and the I

Conditions at the lactory
are appalling. The women
were on 53p an hour.

As the strikers’ leaflet says:
*Cheap female labour is a
menace to all workers, men or
women, and we believe -our
struggle -will  benefit all
wamen’,

International Socialists

T R I R I

Send to: National Secretary, International
Socialists, 8 Cottons Gardens, London, E2

BDN.
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TWENTY-NINE of
London's 116 fire
siations are now at a
halt. Another 30 to 40
are working well
below sirength.

For five weeks, Lon-
don’s firemen have been
taking sanctions against
the Greater London Coun-
cil.

The Council have refused 1o
negotiate, On & number of
occasions, they have even
arranged mectings and then
failed to turn up.

Already there are rumaurs
that the army might intervene
against the hremen.

This, it i beiag said, is
necessary to prevent fires;
particularly in wooden areas
in the hot weather

Reason

I'he real reason has nothing
to do with preventing 10bs,
The army would be used 1o
break the firemen's actian,

The Tory Government sent
the army mto Glasgow in an
effort 16 break & firemen's
strike there,

That time they failed. But
the GLC are ready to try it
pgain,

If the GLC are warned
about the state of the fhire
service. they should drop some
of their plans Tor London’s
liremen

They want 1o get rid of 2000
out of 5500 jobs,

At the same time, they are
refusing to  grant  London

= THE INTERNATIONAL SOCIALISTS 10r

DL jobs battle grows

A PUBLIC conference in
Methil, Fife declared its
support on Saturday for

the setting up of a com-

munity action committee
to fight redundancies due
at Redpath Dorman Long
oil rig construction site in
November.

Shop stewards committees
present included GEC. Haig's
Whiskes, National Steel and
Balfour's.

All speakers referred to the

By Bill Brown

disastrous effeet of 600 lay-
offs in an neea where the male
unemployment rate is atready
11.6 per cent.

But there was little sign
from either MPs or trade
union officials present of any
willingness to pul up a real
fight for the jobs. apart from
the wsual deputations (o
ministers at Westminster.

In general. their message

was that if the workers were
‘responsible’ and kept fo the
apreement on bonus, overime
and float-out dafes, this would
impress oil companies about
10 order new rips'.

Jim Murray. of the Boiler-
makers executive, said that the
workers should think about
offering the company "a strike-
free period’,

The best speech came in the
summing-up by J McHugh,
shop steward and secretary of
the action committee.

‘CALL IN ARMY’ THREAT
TO LONDON FIREMEN

Four of the people arfested after the march against raciém on Sunday. They were charged with tﬁreatenmg pehaviour and

assault under the Race Relations Act! Full story—see page 2.

oramary
were

weighting to o
firemen. [he olficers

given it weeks ago backdated

to July 1975

The GLC will not discuss
new  disciplinary procedures
and they are refusing (o
discuss any reduction in the
working week from 48 hours
1o 40,

Instead, they want 1o In-
troduce a shift system on the
sumé. pattern as the police
shifts.

Socialist
Worker
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As Paul Franklin.a flireman
from the Stoke Newington

Station.  told  Socialist
Waorker, the effect of this
would be 1o drive more

firemen inta other johs

‘It would be impossible for
some of our members coming
from Hford or Northampton
10 work on that sort of shift’.

While the GLC hides
hehind a lot of rhetoric about
the importance of the fire
service and the irresponsibility
of firemen taking® industrial
action, their plans will result in
u far smaller and less effective
service.

It 15 the firemen’s action that
is saving the fire service from
being slashed back in anather
round al cuts.

TWO MILLION trade
unionists joined
Australia’s first official
one-day general strike
on Monday.

They were protesting at
the plans of the recently
elected right-wing govern-
ment of Malcolm Fraser to
wreck the proposed
national health service, the

Murdered-by the
James White gang

PAM SLATER desperate-
Iv needed an abortion.

She went to her doctor. But
he told her she was ‘on the
horder line” for a legal abor-
tion.

She could not afford the
private nursing homes of
Harley Street,

So she puid £40 to a back-
street abortionist in Finsbury
Park. North London.

She got an abortion all

t abeaut!

Medibank.

At present it costs about ‘ﬁ

just 1o visit 4 doctor and
another €1 for simple
medicines.

The Medibank was design-
ed to be a national system
which all  workers would
contribute | ¥ per cent of their
wapees to finance.

Now the government plans
10 allow privite medicine to
Nourish, The Medihank will

right—from the stem of a
plastic flower which was used
to inject soap and water into
her.

She screamed with pain—
and later died in hospital at the
ape of 23.

The bhackstreet abortionist
wus sentenced this week to
SeVen years in prison,

But the real murderers,
those who foreed Pam Slater
10 go to the back streets, have
gone free.

aim to deal with
patients anly.

These will be offered second
class service.

Meanwhile. the families
who can aftord 1o pay €7.50a
week to insurance companies
will be able to get privileged
access to doctory and
hospitals.

I'he philosophy behind the
scheme is that of ‘cutting
publicexpenditure’ - the same

poarer

2000 JOBS THREATENED

WO THOUSAND jobs are
at risk at the Driver and
Vehicle Licensing Centre at
Swaunsea. A further 1004 jobs
promised for the future are 1o
be scrapped.

This will hc the effect af the
governmenl's plan 10 put up
the price of petrol hy at least
20p a pallon and 1o scrap the
£40) 3 year road tax, The plan
wasseported in the Financial

By Socialist Worker
supporlers, Driver and
Vehicle Licensing
Centre. Swansea

Times

This s all part ol the
attempt to cut back jobs in
the civil service by any means
pnssihic.

A mass meeting was called
in response o the thieat by
the civil service unions in-
valved, the CPSA. the CSL
and the SCS.

Nearly all 5000 members
sltended, and messages of
support were received from
other civil servant  trade
umon hodies,

Further meetings are Lo be
held 1o discuss further action,

Abortion  Bill,

These inhumuan hypocrites
huve spent the last two vears
doing their utmost to make it
impaossible for Pam Slatér and
women like her to get free,
legal and safe abortions.

No doubt. 45 they sit on the
House of Commons com-
mittee  on  James  White's
working oul
how to make legal abortion
still more difficult, they will be
congratulating themselves on
how they killed Pam Slater.

TWO MILLION
OUT IN AUSSIE
GENERAL STRIKE

phitosophy Healdey s trying to
Impose on us,

I'he official leaders of the
unions  at  first seemed
prepared to let the govern-
ment get away with it The
hed of the Australian TUC,
Robert Hawke, began by
apposing calls for a genral
strike,

Forced

But key groups of workers

went  ahead  last  month
without him. Hawke was
forced to call Monday's

gencral strike.

The British press has claim-
ed that Monday’s strike was
‘not effective’ because about
half the whitecollar workers
and some smill factories kept

working,
But two million workers
'lllxl\ "‘“k-hl" the

cyuivalent 1o nine million in
Britain.

Stating  that no  lay-offs
would be accepted. he referred
tosome of the experiences und
tactics of the struggle at UCS,

He saw the conference us
the start of a campaign which

. would have to extend to the

rest of Scotland and probably
to the UK.

‘Multinationals  recognise
no harriers or horders’, he
said.

The conference was a
success in taking the campaign
to the local community. The
first meeting of the action
commiitee was planned for
Wednesday.

Crawled

But it iy clear that the MPs
and full-time officinls do not
want to he part of the real fight
for these jobs.

They will not use the main
weapon the workers have—
the rips. platforms and jackets
now being built.

The rank and file workers
must  organise  within  the
action committee if possible,
und dare 1o use that weapon, if
the fight is to be won.

Overseas
students

bombshell

By Lindsay German

THE GOVERNMENT
dropped a bombshell last
week on every overseas
student.

Their {ees—at present three
times  the Jevel of home
students  ure to be raised 10d
mussive £650 a year.

Education Mimster  Fred
Mulley has tricd to disguise
the racialism involved i this
move by saying thyr all
student fees are to be raised ta
this level

But at the same time he
declared  that most home
students will get their fees paid
autamatically by local couns
cils, So it 1§ overseas \llldtm&
wha arc hit.

Mulley's racism-is revealed
even  maore  biatantly by
another move. announced at
the same lilm

A “yuota® system is {0
aperite to make sure that the
number of overseas students
does not rise. This is pure
racial discrimination,

The government is hiding
hehind  the pretence  that
overseas students have to pay
an ‘economic  contribution’

towards their education. But
this is the same coONCepE as the
‘sconomic rent® for councll
housing—it_ involves paying
for the vasl sums given ay
interest payment (o
maneylenders,

Absurd

I'he "economic’ argument Is
shown 1o be absurd by onc
side-effect of Mulley's new
scheme,

Fhe parents of a select
group of home students will
benelit from it thdse whose
incomes are so high thal they

have 1o subsidise their
children's coliege fees. .
Now  the state will

automatically pay the fees for
them.

Mulley is taking money out
of overseas students. whether
rich or poor. ta give 10 rich
British parents.

Finally, there 18 one grour
of home students who will
sulfer —those who have been
refused the so-called " ‘dise
cretionary awards® by their
locat authorities and who have
Lo pay their fees themselves,

Like many Ooverseas
students, many will be forced
to give up their studies

Soeciahsts  should  oppose
this latest scheme of the
Labour governmen! dand de-
mand instead that education.
at any lkevel, be free asa nght.
O An  Overseas  Students
Coordinating Committee bas
heen forced to  campuign
nationally for & link-up of all
overseas sludent grouns, cams-
muttees and activists.




