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SPECIAL

'BRANCH
FILES BEHIND

Andy
Strouthous
(third from
right) in East
London last
November
when the
National Front
tried to stop
the opening of
a mosque.

THE SPECIAL

BRANCH, Britain's
secret police, has
been giving

employers details of
the political activities
of trade unionists.

And at least one employer
has used the information to

carry through vic-
timisations,

This is revealed by
documents discovered by

workers occupying the Rein-
forcement Steel Services plant
in Greenwich, South London,
part of the state-owned British
Steel Corporation.

- management files con-
tain details of how the Special
Branch passed on information
in September 1975 about the
political activities of shop
steward Paul Lutener. They
also claim he is an active
member of a non-existent
organisation, the National
Socialist Front.

The file tells how management
made an allegation that Paul
and crane drver Ray Duffin’
were involved. in ‘sabotage’
inside the factory. They admit
that there is absolutely no
evidence to back up this allega-
tion, it is bascd only on the fact

The Grnwnch Fiénforoements banner on the local hospita'i workers’ demonstration agai

wcture: Laurence Sparham {IFL)

nstthecutson 11

May. For joining the demonstration Paul Lutener and five others were sacked

that both men are active trade
Unionists.

The local police put the
management in contact with
Special Branch and. according
to the files, 'a Mr Maynard from
Scotland Yard came to see’
Roebuck, the works manager.

Roebuck writes: *He told me
they have a file on Lutener,
They have four complaints
against him.'

Only three are named:

O Distributing *National
Socialist Front' literature—

presumably this means Inter-
national Socialist literature.

O Disturbing the peace dur-
ing a demonstration—Paul
Lutener has never been
arrested, but he once stood bail
for someone else.

O Taking part in an illegal
demonstration.

Legal?

Demonstrating is supposedly
legal in Britain, yet Special
Branch see fit to spy on people
involved and pass on what they

learn to bosses, for the asking.

A letter with the document
from someone signed ‘A’, at the
head office of Reinforced Steel
in Sheffield, reveals why they
wanted the information.

‘A’ warns Roebuck that
careless sacking of anvone
would incur damages of about
£5,200 at an industrial
tribunal-‘too high a price to
pay’.

Instead, ‘we are advised by
experts to Keep meticulous
records of anything that

STUDENTS . throughout
the country rallied to sup-
port Andy Strouthous,
president of North East
London Polytechnic
Students Union, after he was
thrown in prison last week.

The proceedings against him
were similar to those brought
recently against trade unionists
in several industrial disputes.

Judges banned the blacking
of Grunwicks and South Africa
by the posial workers union

happens concerning  certain
individuals so we can build upa
dossier.... We must be exact
taskmasters and tighten up our
discipline.’

The company didn't turn
only to Special Branch to get
information against these trade
unionists. This nationalised
industry spent public money to
buy information from the right-
wing body which keeps
‘blacklists’ for employers—the
Economic League.

Solidarity

Now, two,_and a hall years
later, Paul Lutener has been
sacked by Reinforced Steel. He
is onc of six people victimised
for supporting a strike in
solidarity with local hospital
workers on 11 May.

Every trade unionist must
ask: How many other workers
are being spied on the Special
Branch? How many other firms
besides the massive nationalised
Steel Corporation are keeping
secret blacklists on the basis of
police information?

And when is the TUC going
to take action against this gross
infringement of the rights of
ordinary trade unionists?

GREENWICH
STEELWORKERS TAKE
OVER PLANT—page 14.
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High court jai
student °

(UPW), the occupations at
Massey-Ferguson, Haskins in
Basingstoke, Pontins in North
Wales, Wildt Mellor in
Leicester, and the one-day strike
in Scotland calied by NALGO.

In the same way Lord Justice
Donaldson, the judge who jailed
the Pentonville dockersin 1972,
issued an order forbidding Andy
Strouthous to enter the Poly
where he is president. In effect,
he was ordered not to do the job
for which he has been twice
elected.

Andy was jailed because he
refused to obey this order which
would destroy completely the
basic  principles of union
democracy.

The judge refused even to
allow Andy to finish his defen-
ding speech and sent him off to
Pentonville Prison,

" Amazing

By Tuesday the volume of
support for Andy was great
enough to make the polytechnic
director, George Brosan, con-
sider backing down.

But then the National Union
of Students leadership showed
they had nothing to learn from
the elected-for-life bureaucrats
that run many other unions. |
They signed an agreement that
could pull defeat out of the jaws
of victory. v

They organised a meeting
with the college authorities at |
which were also present full-
time officials from two other |
unions, the college lecturers
(NATFHE) and local govern-
ment workers (NALG(?)). The
one body not represented was
the students union from Andy’s
own college.

The three unions accepted an
agreement which would allow
Andy to go into the student =
union offices, but ‘access to any
other paolytechnic  premises
would only be permitted on the
authority of the director’,

In other words, the director
Brosun, would be able to stop
Andy going to union meetings,
or mixing with the ordinary
members of the union.

Access

No shop steward in the
country would agree tc being
locked in an office all day
without access to the union
members. Yet the NUS,
NATFHE and NALGO agreed |
to ‘impress on their members the |
importance of strict observation
of an agreement’ along these
lines.

Presumably that means they

L ure in agreement with Andy

being kept in jail if he refuses |
‘strict observance’ of this denial
of basic union rights,

Andy was due to appear in
court again on Wednesday. If he
refuses to be bound by any such
scandalous document and s
sent back to Pentonville, he
deserves the support of every

¥ students union and every trade

union hody. .
0O STUDENTS ACT 1O
FREE ANDY — page two.
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Sex snoopers
forced tobackdown

THE Home Office racists have
been forced to back off from
one of their most revolting
schemes—sex snooping.

The officials were recently
ordered to add this filthy
ractice to their checklist after
ome  Secretary, Merl
Rees, thought some racist
votes at Stechford could be
obtained for Labour by in-
stituting checks to ensure
immigrant marriages were
‘genuine’,

The checks were instituted
and brought agony and fear to
an unknown number of newly-

married couples. They
suddenly found thqgt their
houses were being raided,
their beds checked for
evidence of sexual activity,
their underwear examined and
various other nightmarish
practices unleashed on them,

Now, because those couples
started to fight back and
and because sections
of the Fleet Street press for
once backed the hounded
immigrants, the Home Office
has said it will stop this snoop-
ing.

Immigrant jail scandal

EVIDENCE that the Home
Office callously holds so-
called ‘illegal immigrants’ in
nson for many weeks before
ooting them out of the
country comes from Leeds this
week.

A young Pakistani
engineering worker, Ahmied
Hasheen, has been sitting it
out at Armley prison for the
last seven weeks, He has
accepted his fate and now
wants to go back to Pakistan.

But there is no sign of him
going vet.

His previous employer,

William King, told The Guar-
dian that he believed that an
extended stay in prison may be
a Home Office-sanctioned
form of discouragement to
illegal immigration. It costs
£80 a week to keep someone in
prison.

It took the Home Office
sevel weeks to convince
themselves that Rupi
Ahluwalia, from the Southall
Youth Movement, wasn't an
illegal immigrant at the begin-
ning of the year. They'd locked
him up in Pentonville.

LAWYER
ATTACKS

POLICE

‘THE USE of the
Suspicious persons
charge is causing the
greatest of concern to
the black community.
There are a number of,
black youths appearing
in courts every day up
and down the country
charged with this
offence.

‘But the very fact of
them being coloured and
looking and dressing
differently is enough to
make them suspicious in
the eyes . of police of-
ficers',

The words of lawyer
Theodore. Walcott after
six Wast Indian youths
were acquitted by a
Kingston court two
weeks ago.

All six had been charg-
ed with conspiracy to
rab, identical to those
against the lIslington 18
and again dated to co-
incide with the Notting
Hill Carnival. All six were
acquitted thanks to a
united defence and con-
sistent not guilty pleas.

‘RITA and | are strong
enough to stand it. But
when it comes to my
children being harrassed
out of their minds | can’t
keep quiet any longer.’

That's how Irishman Eddie
Ward described the family's
harassment by the Northampton
police, which has continued for
over two years now.

It began in 1974 when Rita return-
ed from a family funeral in Dublin.

‘I was questioned at Birmingham

airport for 2% hours,’ she told Socialist
Worker. ‘They supgested that we might

‘POLICE STATF’
TREATMENT FOR
AN IRISH FAMILY

by BRIAN HIGGINS and
MURRAY ARMSTRONG

Since that time the catalogue goes on
and on;

January 1975: Aftera bomb goes off in
a Northampton RAF club, Eddic s
questioned by the police.

‘They asked me about political af-
filiations, about a Midland IRA cell,
about ‘safe’ houses—all as if | was a
member, They even asked for the names of
any friends who visited me from Ireland.’
_ September 1975: Rita complained to
the manager of the bakery across from
theic house about the noise of the
nightshift,

She and_her daughter Janet, aged 19,
were sworn at and manhandlied, They
fought back against the three bakery

The police threatened to charge them
with attempted murder, told them they
were confined to the house for 24 hours
and finally pressed charges for breach of
the peace for which Rita and Janet were
fined £25 and bound over for two years.

After a2 bomb scare in Northampton
town centre, Janct and a friend returned
to her friend’s house to find the police
there. Janet left, only to be picked up by &
police woman outside and to be threaten-
ed with being charged for receiving stolen

roperty—an ey .fadow that her sister
ouise had given her.

‘Lost receipts’

October 1975: Janet and a friend were
charged with shap lifting. Janet insisted
she was innocent and produced receipts
for everything in her bag.

Thousands of
students inaction

tofree And

The sit-down protest blocks the road—and police try to

clear a way

.

Police hold back the pickets outsids the prison. PICTURES: Derek Speirs and Phil McCowan

by LINDSEY GERMAN

STUDENTS  reacted
quickly to the jailing of
Andy Strouthous. The
office of North East Lon-
don Poly director, George
Brosan, was occupied the
same night.

A meeting of 1000 NELP
students voted
overwhelmingly to support
the occupation—and this
forced Brosan to withdraw
his threat to close down the
whole poly.

They have now also oc-
cupied the office of the
deputy director in another
precinct,

Students at the London
School of Economics are
occupving' in solidanty with
Andy. Also in London, the
School of Ori¢ntal and
African Studies staged a 24-
hour sit-in  despite  the
possiblity of another injunc-
tion like last term’s!

Birmingham Poly voted to
continue its long occupation
over fees increases in the face
of opposition from its ‘left-
wing’ executive,

Meetings proposing oc-
cupation were planned this
week in colleges all over the

have some connection with the Mé62

bombing.'

NELP students marching on Pentonville Prison last Friday.

STROUTHOUS
e ———

country including Reading,
Manchester, Aberdeen and
Hull

Many telegrams of support
have been sent to Andy in
prison or to his students
union, And more than 1000
students have joined the two
main pickets of the prison
held so far—one of which
resulted in seven arrests when
a protest sit-down was staged
in the road.

All this is remarkable—
given the time of year, when

bastards’,

most students have exams. It
is even more remarkable
considering the attitude of the
National Union of Students,

Andy 15 a member of the
NUS executive, Yet their
position isn't one of support
for him, They have lied to
students unions that
phone them about the cam-
paign. They hayveopposed all
occupations,

Trust

Charles Clarke, NUS presi-
dent, simply put out a state-
ment regretting that the law
had been used,

They want reconciliation
with Brosan and the gover-
nors, But how can the
students trust a director who
has shown time and again he
is out to smash the union?

4

Police arrest students—seven were held

supervisors who called

them ‘IRA

There is only one way to get
Andy out and that is through
direct action.

If Andy were reinstated as a
student then he would be out
of prison immediarely, Yet

~ Brosan refuses to do that—

although it is in his power.

The campaign has to be
built, More and more
students are showing their
support for Andy. They know
it isn't the question of one
individual, It15 the whole idea
of student union autonomy -
being able to run their affairs
as they wish without in-
terference from the college
authorities,

Rot in jail

That is what makes Andy's
case so important. If the
authorities can get away with
jailing him, then many more
attacks will follow.

Students all over the coun-
try have to make it clear to
Brosan—and the courts
that,they aren't prepared to
see a democratically elected
union president rot in jail for
defending his union,

) Occupy in solidarity
with Andy Strouthous.

0 Join the demo this
Friday, 20 May. 6pm
Endsleigh St, London WC1
(near Euston Station,
behind Friends House).
March to Pentonville
prison.

O Send telegrame
fo Andy (prisoner
F 27684), Pentonvilie
Prison, Caledonian Road,
London N1, to NELP
students union in support,
and to the NUS demanding
that they suppori the NELP
Students union campaign
for Aridy's release.

The receipts got ‘lost' in” the police
station.

March 1976: Police auc-
cused Janet of a bomb hoax at
Church's shoe factory, where
she works. There was no
evidence against her and she
was cleared in 2 volce test to
the telephone operator but
this. still cost her her job,

A week later police forced
Janet to empty a plastic
rubbish bag on the road on the
pretext that she had placed a
bomb in it

Said Rita: "After that we
were visited by the Special
Branch, who wanted to know
if we knew the Price sisters;
We've even been offered
bribes to find out names since
then.”

January 1977: Seventeen-
year-old Louise Ward was
attacked while collecting
money for the Cancer and
Polio Pools. She hit her
attacker and ran.

Dismissed

‘Then the police came tothe
house,! said Louise, ‘and
charged Janet with assault, |
said it was me who was
involved but they wouldn't
listen.,

*The case went to court and
was dismissed, but even then
the cops told me | was lying to
cover for Janet.'

This disgraceful treatment
of the Ward family must stop.
It is not just their problem, itis
a threat to every working class
family in Northampton,

All local trade umionists and
socialists must now use their
strength to ensure the defence
of the Ward family and other
Insh workers [rom such
harassment,

[0 Stop police harass-
ment. Support the Ward
Defence  Committee.

Details from 2 Bitten Court,
Lumbertubs, Northampton.

(1 20p (inc. postage)
from 6 Cottons

Gardens, London E2.
(8 ]

Socialist Workers Party
Midlands and South
WHITE-COLLAR

WORKERS
CONFERENCE
Saturday 21 May, 10am-
5.30pm, Holborn Library,;
London WC1.
Agenda; Building rank and
file organisation, white-
collar SWP workplace
pranches.,
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| WHAT WE THINK |

THE PRESS invited us
all to weep on Tuesday
for Captain Robert
Nairac, the British
army officer killed in
Armagh, Northern
Ireland. Socialist
Worker will not weep.
Nairac was a hired killer.
He was paid many thousands
of pounds a year to disguise
himself asan Irishmanandto
listen to gossip retailed in the
pubs of South Armagh. On
the basis of that gossip, other
soldiers would go out and kill

people.
One such killing was the
murder of a 12-year-old

schoolgirl, Majella O'Hare, as
she walked to church Ilast
August. Because of that, no
British newspaper invited us to
weep for her.

A highly trained killer did,
however, admit in court to
shooting her.” He was Private
Michael Williams, of the
Paratroop Regiment. The judge
let Williams walk from the court
a free man, without any penalty
for the murder, accepting
without any evidence Williams’
claim that he was shooting ‘at
gunmen’!

That Captain Nairac was ac-
tive in South Armagh atallis an
important comment on the

Weep not for
the army’s
trained killers

British Army’s role in Northern
Ireland. South Armagh is the
one part of Northern Ireland
where it cannot even be claimed

that the army is ‘keeping the

peace’ between the two rival
communities, one Catholic, the
other Protestant.

Special

For the area is almost entirely
Catholic and republican. The
troops are there to keep it
forcibly part of an artificially
constructed British-run statelet,
i which Protestants have
privileges.

Not surprisingly, the local
people regard the Captain
Nairacs in the same way French
people regarded German of-
ficers doing ‘undercover
operations’ in Paris.

The end of

- ’ -
Paisley’s strike
THE FACT that Nairac was
still operating in this way
last week is also significant.

For at that time working
people in Northern Ireland were
facing massive threats and in-
timidations. Not from the IRA
and not in South Armagh, but in
Belfast and other predominantly
Protestant areas.

They were being shot and
bombed for defying the orders of
that bigotted hater of Catholics,
lan Paisley, and the paramilitary
thugs he consorts with.

One busman was murdered,
Several others were injured,
Power station shop stewards
were threatened. A bomb went

Parsons: Keep out of bosses’ war

THE papers were claiming on
Monday that a solution had
been found for the redund-
nacies facing workers at the C
A Parsons generator works on
Tyneside. Parsons was to be
given the order for the single
new power station the govern-
ranent is prepared to order, Drax

But the claim has met with
vigorous denunciations from the
management of one of the other
main companies in the field, GEC.
Arnold Wienstock, head of GEC,
claimed that to stop massive redund-
ancies at Parsons was ‘unnatural’—
as if somehow the dole queue is a
fact of nature and not of the
economic system that has made

men like Sir Arnold
wealthy.

He said the industry had to ‘shed
manpower —implying that if Par-
sons workers were not sacked, then
GEC workers would be. His words
were designed to make GEC
workers line up with him in deman-
ding that his company gets control of
the Drax contract (and, he hopes, of
Parsons as well), g

immensely

Role

The other companies, Parsons and
Babcock and Wilcox, would love
their workers to line up behind them
in their fight for the goodies. To rub
its case home, Babcock and Wilcox
threatened 1200 redundancies on
Tuesday,

If workers at any of the companies
see their rale as being to line up with
managements in this way all they
will succeed in doing is cutting one
anpother's threats. The
managements at Parsons, Babcock
and Wilcox and-GEC have all proved
themselves willing in the past to
sack workers in pursuit of higher
profit—Drax contract or no Drax
contract,

There is only one demand that can
stop this danger—it is for
nationalisation of the whole industry
with guaranteed continued amploy-
ment. Only this can stop workers
falling for management's game of
dog-eat-dog. Only unity of workers
throughout the whole industry can
stop sackings by Weinstock, GEC,
Babcock or, for that matter, by the
government.

SOCIALIST WORKER 21 May 1977 3

TRADE UNION BANNERS
§ CROWD MARCH
TO BEAT BENYON BILL

Ten thousand women and a considerable number of men marched through
London last Saturday, protesting against the Bill introduced in parliament
by Tory MP William Benyon, which would take way the right of many
women to abortion. :

They were demanding their right as women to control their own bodies and
to have children when they want to.

The demonstration was notable not anly for the large numbers of women’s
groups taking part, but also for the many trade union banners.

LEFT: A section
of the massive
demonstration
moves past
Piccadilly
Circus. RIGHT
and BELOW:
Trade union
banners on the
march.
BOTTOM: A
i protester
§ lampoons the
anti-abortion
* SPUC.
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off inthe 100 per cent Protestant
Mackie engineering works.

You may think that these
incidents simply prove that
Northern Ireland is a violent
place—although, amazingly, un-
til 1969 Belfast had one of the
lowest murder rates in the
world.

In fact they prove something
else. ;

The system that British troops
have been propping up is one in
which Protestant sectarian
murder gangs have been allow-
ed to flourish. Eight years of
military occupation in Belfast
have done nothing to weaken
them,

Seperate

That is not surprising, since
the British Army sees its job as
being to hunt the IRA in areas
such as South Armagh, not to
root out sectarian discrimina-
tion and bigotry in Belfast.

It can hardly be otherwise,
since the basis of British control
over Northern lIreland, indeed
the basis for the existence of a
separate state in Northern
Ireland, has always been sec-
tarian discrimination and
b'agotry.’

Even today Catholics cannot
get"jobs in the main factories in
Belfast. No wonder many have a
bitter hatred for the state, and for
the army that props it up.

Northern Ireland is in a bloody,
horrific, tangled mess. But it is
not @ mess that the activities of
the Captain Nairacs have ever
done anything to solve. It cannot
be solved until the British troops
get out,
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£40000 FUND...WE'RE NEARLY THERE ‘

£39,151/!

READ THE LAST two sentences careful-
ly. They're from a letter sent by ASTMS
general secretary Clive Jenkins o the
secretary of the Magazine branch of the
National Union of Journalists:

; [.‘ the

print

existence of !

w shop  associated. with i) wert

arion fand the
be

IS pubhl

endangered ! submiy the view that tis witl a

lusy to the fiberty of expression in (his couwnir} It

nrightt even assisi if

Those last few words make it clear that
Jenkins wants to see an end to Socialist
Worker. It is worth recalling that when he
issued the writ against us, he also claimed to
his execulive that similar proceedings on the
same malier were being taken against the

Times.

Of course, Jenkins never pursued the
Times—but why is he so frightened of Socialist

Worker?

Could it be that he doesn’t like what we ha_ve
to say about his collaboration with the Social
Contract over the last two years, or that we

By Duncan Hallas

WE ALL know thail
one of the pernicious
effecis of the
government's wage-
cutting offensive has
been a big rise In
overtime working.

It is obvious that, faced
with falling living stan-
dards and active union
support for wage-cutting,
workers inevitably look for
ways to stave off the
effects.

The scale of the thing is
enormous. It was reported at
the AUEW Engineering Sec-
tion National Committee that
6.6 million hours of overtime
were heing worked weekly in
the industry, the equivalent of
165,000 jobs.

And there are
engineers on the dole!

This in a wunion where
overtime is supposed to be
regulated by district com-

140,000

THESE UNION
LEADERS ARE
‘AGAINST IT—BUT THEY HELP MAKE IT INEVITABLE

mittees,

Department of Employ-
ment figures for the week
ending 12 February (publish-
ed carlier this month) show
that average overtime worked
was ten hours in shipbuilding
and ship repair, 9% hours in
metal manufacture and more
than 8 hours in manufacturing
industry as a whole,

Alongside

High boom levels of over-
time alongside nearly 1.4
million unemployed.

Of course, union officials,
especially ‘left’ officials will
tell you that this is a
deplorable state of affairs and
prattlc on about the evils of
excessive overtime,

would like to see him and all full-time ofticlals

_elected and paid average wages?
Or perhaps he just doesn’t like the fact that
we point out that we think he is an outright
hypocrite for organising holidays to Spain ata

Ganaih S

time when there was massive repression of

trade unionists and socialists, as indeed there

still is.

pear YT

Tank ¥OU for

Soclalist Worker is proud of its record.

Judging by the

£39,157 which many

thousands of you have sent, you value it 1oo.

We are happy that we have beaten Jenkins
and his pals. But if you are an ASTMS militant,
walich out—Clive’s on the rampage,

Frank Chapple is next, still hotly pursuing

Socialist Worker,

No surrender to Jenkins, Chapple or anyone
else. If you are sitting on a donation, send itin.
You are our insurance agent against these

people.

0 Send donatiocns and collections 1o SW
Fighting Fund, 6 Cottons Gardens, London

E2.

Some of them regularly vote
for motions calling for the 35-
hour week to combat un-
etuployment.

Now this is pure cant and
hypocrisy when the very same
people supported the £6 limit,
the 414 per cent limit and now,
IN Many cases, even support a
Phase Three of further wage
cuts,

When, as often happens, the
members arc blamed by these
people for being ‘backward' or

‘ereedy’ it 18 downright
obscene,

Of course there are grab-
alls, natural Tories, who

would like to work all the
hours Gad sends.

They are a minority who
can be kept in check if decent
earnings can be made in the

ANOTHER 205 MEMBERS

205 PEOPLE joined the Socialist
Workers Party last month.

They include 92 manual workers,
among them five miners, 18 members
of the Transport and General Workers
Union, 11 members of the Engineering

HEALTH WORKERS ALMANACK:
Essential reading for all who care
about the NHS. Information and
practical advice for ajl hospital trade
unionists. Order now from Hospltal
Worker, 19 Red Post Mill, London
SE24 or phone 01-733 8443—0i
contribute to the next ane,

NALGO ACTION NEWS: May
edition oul now. Articlkes on new
claim, the overtime ban,
sirtkes  in Buckinghamshire,
Lambeth lngo Tower bp‘ﬁmh;s,
blacklistin a copy plus. /p
postage, ?mm 230 Alpha House,
Ashbridge Street, London, NWB,

Union, five GMWU, eight NUPE and ten

building workers.

Tunbridge
Leyland

Rank and File

DIARY

GLASGOW Right to Work Cam-
B n SwH the Jubilee DISCO

ANCE: Wednasday 1 June, 8pm-
Tam (late bar till 1am|, Highlanders
Institute. Tickets employed 76p.

unemployed 50p, from 64 Queen
Street, (phone 041.221 3426).
History Wi onference on

othehop C

RANK AND FILE MOVEMENTS.
Spenkers include Harry McShane
and Jack Dash, Saturdsy/Sunday
21/22 Mg. Ruskin College, Oxford.
Tickets 50 qmludin%voncoom-
modation) from History rkshop
Collective, Ruskin College, Walon
Street, Oxford

Stuff the Jubilee FESTIVAL

Jubilee Day, Tuesday 7 May, on Tooting Bec Common,

London SW12 (Provisional)

CALLING ALL SOCIALISTS AND TRADE UNIONISTSI
Will your organisation organise a stall, event, competition,
theatrical or musical performance. phone 01-802 0978

ORGANISED BY THE RIGHT TO WORK CAMPAIGN

in Lancashire,
Ashfield, Sunderland and Stoke.

New branches have been set up in

Wells, Stirling Town,

Suiton-in-

DOWN THE ROAD, an exhibition of
38 photographs by Bab Golden taken
from the book of the same name,
Available for hire to trade union
branches, schools, colleges, public
maetings. Fea £6 plus carriage All
proceeds 10 the Right To Work
Campaign.. Speakers can be
avranv; ta introduce discussion

8] me to Down the , Road
Exhibition, 265a Seven Sisters Road,
London N4 (phone 01-359 1371
evenings).

LONDON RANK AND FILE CON-

TACT mweting: Smash the Social

Contract—Support the Part Talbot

strikers. Speakers: Billy Williams

and Port Talbot strers. Monday 23

\'/.thl 8pm, Plough, Museum Street,
C

CHELMSFORD Enginears Charter
pubhic mntxr?: £16 now—make the
union fight. Speaker- Dave Gallard
(AUEW convenor, Herberts Controls,
Latchworth). Sunday 22 May, 7Tpm,
Roya! Steamer pub (behind
Cheimsiord station)

: N -3 -
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Of course we are for the 35
It is absolutcly
essential to combat unemploy-

hour week,
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.x Workefl and

Finl pOITEY

option
1y not

. u Wi g
ar thi his countrs:

pADS

But to make it a reality or

Jenkins puts itin writing:
Close the Socialist Worker

he »

werel¥a

Thanks to:

P. Harris.

HBrontwaod.

Dundan “laggers .
DAP Sup, Axmansiord
ACTSS 01/1628-06
Walls Meat Co

P & B Kirkham—Leicester
Anon—Landan

D. Dick

H Hanson.

Schooner Pub 5W
Readears.

Hull

AL Rainnie’s tirthday
party
Anon—Prastwich

A Drummond

Anon

St Albans.
Canterbury
Dunipp-—-Caventry
Leads Poly of Graphic
Dasign

Sheffield Poly
Deptiord

Plyrmouth & Distnct SW
regders

DHSS Longbentam

siandard working week.

But when it is not just the
grab-alls, but the ordinary
average worker who s
clamouring for more over-
time, then it is the union
leaders, not the members, who
are to blame.

Wages are scandalously low
and falling. That is the
problem

Overtime

The Department of

Employment figures show
that one guarier of the already
low earnings of catering
workers is from overtime. One
guarter!

Do you expect them 1o ban
overtime and take a 25 per
cent pay cut?

In the baking trade (average
avertime 14% hours a week) it
is even worse. Nearly one third
of average pay is from over-
time.

cven to get the 40 hour week in
practice, the battle has to pe
wan on the wages front

N/Castle Upon Tyne.
K. D Harding.
Studd the
Jubilee/Camden

Camden

A footnote on the other
side. The chairman of William

Sulfolk NAG mambers
Newspaper Scrap, N
Carlin

There is one way and onfy Morrisons. a supermarket M. Harrington—NALGO,
one way in which the steady chain. has just awarded Warkington
‘ ) himself a £208 a week A Pettdi—Hollaway,
trend to the 50 plus hour week himselt @ LI T ST

can be stopped and reversed.

That is to fight for big wage
increases to regain the ground
Jost in the years of the Social
Con-Trick, .

We are calling for £15 now
and that demand reminds me
of the remark made by a
famous [8th century looter
and plunderer at his trial:

My God. as 1 reflect upon it
now, 1 am astonished at my
own moderation,’

A £15 increase is indeed an
exceedingly modest increase

increase—before the increase
he was struggling along on a

mere £670 a week. \;f

Hollaway
8. Darke

. Miox
Stern, SW London,

His workers got a £2.50 Wakafiele
increase in November and he F. . W. Horbury—
Wakefield

‘regrets’ they can't have more.
USDAW denounces the
increase as ‘scandalous and

M. Qdell ASTMS,
Lanmington Spa
Comrades in Canada

PO C. McKay
CXCeSSIVE. Anon—Bottan
Lord Allan, boss of :“:: 3“."’ AR
"« o, . : ul niversity
USDAW, is campaigning for Pt Bowdat.

a Phase Three of wage cutting,
No doubt he deplores

‘excessive overtime', too.

Hull Rock Aganst Racism

INDEPENDENT WORKING
CLASS ACTION

The workers create all the wealth
under capitalism. A new society can
only be constructed when they
collectively seize contrel of that
wealth and plan its production and
distribution

REVOLUTION NOT
REFORM

The presant system cannol be
patched up, or reformed, as the
estabhished Labour and trade union
leaders say. It has to be overthrown.

THERE IS NO
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD

The structures of the present
parliament, army, police and judiciary
cannot be taken over and used by the
working class. They grew up under
capitalism and are designed to protect
the ruling class against the workers.

The wo-king class needs an entirely
different kind of state—a workers’
state based upon councils of workers

delegates and a workers’ militia

At most, parhiamentary activily can
be used to make propaganda against
the present system. Oply the mass
action of the workers themselves can
destroy the system

INTERNATIONALISM

The struggle for socialism is part of a
world-wide struggle. We campaign
for solidarity with workers in other
countries.

We oppcse everything which turns
warkers from one country against
those from other countries

We oppose racialism and
imperialism. We oppose all
immgration controls

We support the right of black people
and other oppressed ' groups -10
organise their own defence. We
support all genuine national liberation
movements
We are for an end to all forms of
discrimination against homosexuals.

We are for real, social, economic
and political equality of women

The experignce of Russia

demonsirates that a socialist
revalution cannot survive in isolation
in one country.

Russia, China and Eastern Europe
are not socialist, but state capitalist

We support the struggles of workers
in  these counines agamnst the
bureaucratic ruling class

THE REVOLUTIONARY
PARTY

To achieve sociabsm, the most
militant sections of the working class
have: to be organised into a
revolulionary socsalist party

Such a party can anly be buslt by
activity In the mass organisations of
the working class.

We have to prove inpractice to other
workers that reformist leaders and
reformist ideas are opposed to their
own interests

We have to build a rank and file
movement within the urions.

We urge all those who agree witl
our policies to join with us in the
struggle to” build the revolutionary
party

if you want to know more about Socialist Worker and the Socialist Workers Party.fill in the form on page 16.
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PHASE TWO of the Social
Contract has 10 weeks to run. By
then the real living standards of
most working-class families in
this counf®y will have been cut by
about a fifth.
Counter-Information Services

(CIS) have just made an impor-
> : tant contribution to the argu-

A

PACK
OF
LIES

LABOUR will bring about
‘s fundamental shiftin the
balance of power and
wealth in favour of work-
ing people and their
families’ (Labour Party
Elaction Manifesto, 1974)
JUNE 1974: 'The objec-
tive is to seethat real living
standards are main-
tained,’ says the TUC
Economic Committee.
OCTOBER: The Tories
want to reduce living stan-
dards,’ says Jack Jones.
Unemployment will be
well short of one million by

ment against Phase Three with
their new pamphlet, Paying for
. the Crisis.

It can be a weapon for any
militant who wants to know
what Phases One and Two have
done to wages, jobs and social
services—or for that matter what
they have done for profits and
big business salaries.

It refutes all the nonsense the
mass media feed us about ‘the
impoverishment of the rich’. And
it tells the sordid story of how the
trade union leaders lied and
manoeuyred to sell their
members the biggest cuts in >
living standards in this century. -

1C
contimue:

the end of next year,” says
Chancellor Healey,

JULY 1976: TUC ap-
proves £6 pay Imit. Two
weeks later, unemploy-
ment passes the one
million mark for the first
time since 1940.

The £6 limit is only &
temporary policy put
forward for the coming

ar to arrest the in-

lationary process, prevent
massive unemployment
and enable the govern-
ment to carry out it in-
.dustrial programme,’ says
TUC general secretary Len
Murray.
SEPTEMBER: Any
further cuts in publi¢ ser-
vicas would be 'an in-
tolerable attack on the
living standards of work-
ing people and a fun-
damental breach of the
Social Contract,’ says the
TUC Congress
AUGUST: Miners vote 60-
40 in ballot to accept £6
limit.
OCTOBER: Prime
Minister Callaghan admits
aim of policy is tocut living
standards. Announce-
ment that living standards
had already fallen 3 per
cent.
DECEMBER: Healey gets
Cabinet support for first £3
billion batch of spending
cuts.

Another two sets of cuts
introduced later, in 1977,
worth another £3 billion,

‘We told Healey that
figures like 1% million
bandied about for un-
employment next year
were quite untenable,’
says Len Murray.

JANUARY 1976 Un-
employment figures of
1,420,000 announced.
Len Murray says they are
‘disturbing.’

FEBRUARY: Michael!
Foot alters the way un-
employment is measured
s0 as to cut the official”
figure by a couple of hun-
dred thousand.

'Inflation will be down to
8.4 per centby 1977, says
Healey.

MAY: TUC agree to
another year of wage
restraint with 4% per cent
limit on wages, Healey
says the agreement will
‘bring inflation down to 5-
6 per cent in 1977".

MAY 1977: The annual
rate of inflation is still 20
percentayear. Unemploy-
ment is still rising.

Pre-tax profits this year
are up 33,4 percent on last
year. taxation on profits
has been reduced to prac-
tically nil—although many
companies fiddle their
accounts to make it look as
if they are going to pay
taxes.

Jack Jones, Len Murray
and Hugh Scanlon are
campaigning for another
year of wage controls.

HOW
THEY
SOLD THE
TRICK

‘THE Labour government
wants to see industry
prosper. For this, investors
must have confidence in the
viability of industry and that
means its profitability’.

With these words Harold
Wilson, then prime minister,
explained the reasoning behind
the Social Contract to the 1974
TUC,

Future?

I'he leaders of the TUC have gone
along with this approach, Like the
government, they see the [uture of
soctety identitied with the future of
the big business system. As Jack
Jones put it last vear: “The alter-
native Lo the Social Contract is the
end of society as we know it.’

But not all rank and file trade
unionists have been convinced of
the heneflits of cutting wages Lo
increase profits.

In 1975, the conferences of two of
the biggest unions, the local govern-
ment workers’ (NALGO) and the
engineers (AUEW), both threw out
the Soctal Contract. In 1976, the
conference of the building workers'
unmion (UCATT) did

I'he umion leaders and the
government dealt with such oppaosi-
HON N various wWays.

They lied about the effects of the
wage controls.

They gerrymandered conlerences
and votes to their own advantage,

In 1974 Hugh Scanlon and Len
Murray got Ken Gill of the white-
collar section of the AUEW (TASS)
(v join in a manoeuvre that
prevented a vote on TASS's anti-
Social Contract motion to the TUC
Congress.

Manoeuvres

In 1976, the general secretary of
UCATT, George Smith, ignored his
union conference decision and
ompimsed 4 based referendum to
get support for the Contract.

At the Transport Workers' Union
conference in 1975, ‘a number of
strongly anti-Contrdct
have already been removed from
the agenda through the clever
formulation of composite motions,'
reported the Financial Times.

The combination of lies and
manoeuvyres had effect—in 1975 the
wage controls were carried on the
General Council of the TUC by 19

-

D TP ————

motions .

How BLIND weve
AL BEEN ~ WHEN |
BOUSHT THAT, NEW LAwN MOWER
ST WEEK 1
DIONT THINK !

L

yoltes to 13, by 1976 the majority for
controls had risen to 25 votes to S

Big business also played an
indispensable role in pressurising
the unions into acquiescence.

By a strange coincidence, the
Bank of England allowed the pound
to fall in value the very week in 1975
when the crucial conference of the
Transport Workers was discussing
the wage controls, so creating an
atmosphere of panic.

Direct force also played a role.

This began even before the
official wadge controls, In March
1975 troops were used to break the
TOWU dustcart drivers” strike in
Glasgow-—without a word of com-
plaint from the leader of the umon,
Jack Jones.

In September 1976, the Seamen
threatened to go on strike fora wage
claim which had been agreed in
principle before Phase One began,
The General Council of the TUC
told them it would organise scab-
bing to break their strike if they
went ahead,

A precedent had been set which
was followed by the leaders of the
AUEW in the Leviand toolroom
workers' dispute in March this vear,
and by the officials of unions such
as TGWU,EEPTU and ASTMS in
the Heathrow engineers’ dispute in
May.,

v T YIS e

NOW THE
PROD
DEAL
FRAUD

THE pamphlet sums up the
behaviour of the trade union
leaders: ‘Getting the unions
to police their own members
is a trend much strengthened
after three years of Labour
government.’

The result has been a growing
number of disputes in which the
workers find themselves out on
the streets, under attack from
the employers, the government,
the courts and even the so-
called ‘left’ union officials.

This trend is not going to be
reversed simply by a few votes
against the Social Contract at union
conferences, however important
these are,

As an important article in the

.Y WEIERE - [t

MY GoB - ITS ‘AL MY FAVLT -

WHAT A FOOL

IVE BEEN...

latest  International  Socialism
.journal—titled The Struggle
Against the Social Contract:

Leyland, Heathrow and 20 April—
points out; the union leaders know
it will be difficult to sell to their
members another period of straight
wage cuts.

What they want instead is a
policy that seems to involve a move
away from Phases One and Two,
but which enables them to prevent
their members catching up any of

the 20 per cent drop in real wages
suffered oyer the past couple of
yVears.

They call this policy an ‘ordert
return to free collective bargaining’,

Under it the trade union officials
‘will still see their job as to stab
their members in the hack.

The union hureaucracies have a
strategy for selling this policy. They

PAYING FOR THE CRISIS

A Counter-Information Services pamphlet on the
effects of the Social Contract,

60p, plus 15p postage. Ten copies for £5
CIS, 9 Poland Street, LondonrW1 (phone 01-439 3764).

tell the lower-paid that it is the only
way to prevent ‘chaos’ which would
leave them worse off than ever. They
tell the slightly better paid that they
will nearly be able to keep up with
prices if they accept productivity
deals that sell the jobs of their fellow
workers,

They don't of course mention
that even under such productivity
deals they will be permanently 20
per cent worse off than they were
before the Social Contract came
into bheing,

Nothing

The union leaders hope this will
enable them to do what some union
leaders did last year and many did in
1975—to seem to oppose the con-
tinuation of the Contract whik
doing nothing to stop it.

So we have statements from Joe
Gormley of the Miners Union
against the Contract—and cfforts
to push through a productivity deal

We have the AUEW- National
Committee opposing the
Contract—and refusing to press for
a wage claim until (they hope) the
TUC has bound them to Phase
Three.

We have Frank Chapple of the
Electricians and Plumbers Union
saying he's against more wage
controls—and pe ing the union’s
conference until after the TUC ahd
agreement 10 more wage controls.

But this back-stabbing strategy
can be beaten—as the journal
article points out.

The key is for as many groups of
workers as possible to agree now to
push for wage claims that ignore the
Contract—ideally for £15 across-
the-board—and to take action over
them on [ August.

Pressure

A dozen or more simultaneous
strikes like the Heathrow strike or
the toalroom warkers® strike would
be too much for the union
burcaucracy. the employvers and the
government ro resist.

Their success in breaking
through would then create
irresistable pressure for similar
wage claims among groups of
workers in the public sector
who will otherwisc be
slaughtered under a prod-deal-
based Phase Three.

CHRIS HARMAN

AR T  Be i BEYY TUILT BAT BEwww s
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It's funny that ‘accidents’ like the
drought last summer always
push up prices. Why are there
never any ‘accidentis’ that make
prices fall?

The pricesmyth

WE ARE living through a price

explosion. What has caused it?
The press and TV give four

different sorts of explanation.

They blame wages. But this hardly
holds water after two years in which
living standards have fallen more than
at any other time this century.

They biame the fall in the pound.
Now this might explain why prices have
risen more in Britain than in most other
countries. But it cannot explain why
prices are rising everywhere in the
world three or four times faster than
they were ten years ago,

At present the annual rate of price
rises is 23 per cent in Italy, 9% per cent

in Japan, 9 per centin the US, 8 percent
in France and ‘5 per cent in West
Germany.

They blame ‘accidents’—like the
drought last summer. But this can't
explain why prices always move up-
wards. Funny that the accidents never
cause a fall in prices.

Cannot tell us

Finally, they blame ‘the printing of
money' by governments. They say that
if too many pound notes are printed too
much money chases too few goods and
prices rise.

But this cannot tell us why prices are
rising everywhere in the world—unless
governments everywhére have heen

taken possession of by a collective
madness that turns them into maniac
money-printers,

There is a much simpler explanation.
The sysiem they run has got into
difficulties which make them behave as
if they were mad.

Last week, we saw that in recent
years in every major capitalist country
big business has complained about a
fall in the rate of profit. Total profits
have often increased. But not as fast as
the cost of investmenlt.

So the profits per pound (or dollar,
or deutshmark) of investment have
fallen,

The individual capitalist can do a
very simple thing to try to remedy this.
He can increase his prices.

If you doubt that that is what he
wants to do, just see how he screams
whenever there is talk of price controls.
'Oh no,” he cries, ‘that will stop me
making enough profit to pay for new
investment',

Basic cause

In other words, he puts up prices to
maintuin his profit.

This is the basic canse of inflation. It
is not a new thing. Throughout the
history of capitalism, whenever firms
have felt able, they have raised their
prices to increase their profits.

The only thing that mattered for
them was whether they could sell their
goods if they did so.

Freedom-
Carter
Style

WE'VE BEEN subjectedtoa
preat deal of sickly talk
about People’s President
Jimmy Carter’s concern for
freedom and human rights in
the past few weeks.

He has been noticeably
more quiet about a scheme
his Population Department
has dreamed up to render
one hundred million women
sterile in the developing
countries.

The ‘advanced fertility
management’ programme is
expected to be complete
within nine years—in the
interest of US profits
abroad,

Dr R T Ravenholt, Direc-
tor of the US Office of
Population, said in an inter-
view:

‘Population control is
needed to maintain  the
normal  operation of US
commercial interests around
the worid.

‘Without our ftrying to
help these countries with
their economic and social
development, the world
would rebel against the
strong US commercial
presence. The self interest
thing is a compellitig ele-
ment.’

The scheme is ‘intended’
to be strictly voluntary, for
the good of the women and
their country. Just like Mrs
Gandhi's sterilisation
programme in India?

In a nutshell

'IF | see a disease-ridden
rat crawl up from a sewer |
don’t get down on m‘o
hands and knees and hold
a discussion with it; | put
the boot in.’

—John Jennings, editor
of the SOGAT printing
union journal, speaking at
an anli-racist conference
in Southwark on whether
anti-racialists shouid
indulge in physical
violence.

FOR INSIGHT wnto how
the rich spend the money we
produce, there can be no
better  investment  than
Harpers and Queen.,

Its. well worth saving up
for a couple of months to
fork out 60p for ‘the world’s
most intelligent glossy
magazine”. Once you've
cooled down after flicking
through the property ads,
which offer such gems as
“terraced house with six
bedrooms and three
bathrooms for only £130.-
000, there are a few laughs
to be had.

For instance, would vou
really want a pair of suede
Bermuda shorts, even if you
had the £225 to pay for

them? Or a green lurex
swimsuit for £397
No doubt both would

look great with your £41
silver sling backs.

Harper's and the Queen

_—

Rervare £ 10 vine

RAYNE

1% O Bons & W

Of course this month's 15 a
special issue. It might not
have escaped your notice
that a certain E. Windsor is
celebrating her 25 years as
Britian’s biggest scrounger,
An event known in Harper's
circles as The Jubilee.
‘Jubdlation Issue' goes to
town with such delights as
Jubilee Johnnies in their

Picture: Bob Long

£300 suits, or Jubilec seent
bottles for only E48S,

I'hen there is the ‘serious’
side of Harper's, proving
that it’s not all cruising in the
Med and Jubilee balls at the

tap.
‘Twenty five wyears of
women at work’ features

such notable toilers as Lady
Plowden, Chairman of the
Independent  Broadcasting
Authority, Baroness Woot-
ton, and of course, Margaret
Thatcher.

Then there are the
enlightening interyiews with
some Scottish ladies of
licsure who reveal that
devolution won't change
them a bit.

But as one Rachel
Mclntyre- ‘a very ordinary
housewife . , . exercising the
dog, going to see the gar-
dener, just running round
the house takes so long'—

explains:

I's the Nationalists' at-
titude to the land rthat's
worrying. Bobby (her bus-
band) would be shooting
from the battiements before
he gave in, and I'd be right
behind him "

—from an exhibition of photomontage at the Half Moon Gallery, Alie St.,, London E1.

Menonly. ...

THAT well known working
class monthly Readers
Digest (50p) has  been
boasting far and wide about
A SUperscoop=—an  open
letter from EETPU boss
Frank Chapple to ‘trade
unionists’,

For the benefit of those
trade unionists who, thanks
to the Social Contract, can't
afford to cough up Sp for
Chapple’s words of wisdom,
Fifth Column brings you a
brief resume.

First of all. Frank gets off
1o a good start by excluding
a huge proportion of the
labour movement,

‘Dear brothers . . ." he
begins, 'The fact that "the
averwhelming majority of
British workers have never
heen on strike is mainly due
to the efforts of the trade
unions.’

Indeed, a vast number of
British workers who jave
been on strike for better
wages and conditions, to
defend jobs or fight vic-
timisation have done so in
spite of the trade union
leadership,

Brother Chapple is very
proud of his union’s record
on publishing minutes of
executive  meetings. He

doesn't explain  why the
minutes ~ of the meeting
which elected Chapple's
candidate Tom Breakall as
president did not record the
fact that Jack Ashfield stood
against him and lost by four
yoles to seven.,

The meeting which voted
to accept the minutes as a
true record only did so by
one vote,

Curses! The secret
muppet faction exposed
in the bourgeois press—
Daily Express 9 May

TIGHTENING OUR
BELTS:

Supermarket boss Ken
Morrison is 8 man full of
remorse. In the

shareholders’ report of the
Bradford-based chain, he
apologises for the fact that
he has been given a £208
a week pay rise, while the
firm’s 2,000 workers have
had to make do with £2.50
becuase of the Social Con-
tract,

It is understood that
Morrison has a8 contract
which means his salary is
linked to turnover and
profits. Last year the firm
made £2 million profit,

THE MAIN agenda for the
Society of Civil and Public
Servants conference at
Southport dees not in-
clude any of the 13
motions submitted which
axpress strong opposition
to the Social Contract.
The executive, who op-
pose stage three, are anx-
ious to play safe by con-
fining all debate to
protesting against the
suspension of the 'non-
political® Civil Service Pay
Research Unit system.

FIFTH COLUMN readers
will remember the story of
Salford Council’s ‘oc-
cupational therapy’
scheme for old people.
Otherwise known as
sweatad labour,

Pensioners receive £1 a
week or 10p an hour for
putting screws into plugs,
labelling trays, and simi?ar
repetitive tasks.

The work is provided by
the ‘charitable” Ward and
Goldstone, Mr, Goldstone
earns £5617 .44 a week,

Well, surprise, surprise,
Mr. Goldstone is on the list
of people to whom Salford
University proposes to
award honorary degrees in

July. The reason? His
services to industry, of
course,

T e

IN NALGO members want
to contribute to the Jubilee
Fund,
courtesy of their general
secretary Geoffrey Drain,

When one of the staff
asked about the collection
box in the reception area,
they were told it was put
there at Mr. Drain’s per-
sonal request,

THE FOLLOWING is part of a memao sent from personel to
shift managers at British Celansse in Derby. It “fell’ into
the hands of Socialist Workers Party members who

produced a factory bulletin:

‘Apparently the labour office have now produced a
letter to send to sick malingerers in the hope that they will
frightn them and, as a result, the operatives will return to

work.’

That is why periods of
prosperity for capitalism,
when it has been easy to sell
goods, have always been
periods of inflation.

‘Boom’

The present high levels of
inflation began with a spiral
like that in the ‘hoom’ years

of 1971-73.

But it differed in one
important  respect  from
previous periods  of
‘prosperity’  in  capitalist
history.

In the past, crises ucted as
a mechanism (o bring infla-
tion to an end. Firms found
they could not sell their
goonds without cutting their
prices, even if this reduced
their profits.

Mergers and monopolies
have changed all that,

It is easy for the firms in
any industry to get together
to tncrease prices, even in'a
crisis like the present one.

Cut tax

Fhere is no way they can
be stopped without wreeking
the whole capitalist system.

If governments try to stop
the giant firms keeping up
their profits in this way, the
giant firms simply say they
will not invest.
Government, regardless of
political colour, readily give
into such blackmail.

indeed, they do more.
They take measures of their
own (o aid the giant firms
even though these add to the
pressure on prices.

So, for instance, in Britain
in the past three years, the
government has cut taxation
on companies by about
£4.000 million and replaced
it by increased taxation on
workers' wage packets and
on things like heer and fags.

Confetti

Out of this increased
taxation, and out of the cuts
on the social services, the
government has also handed
out £6,000 million in sub-
sidies to private firms.

When workers fry (o
increase their wages to catch
up with increased prices and
taxes, they are accused of
wanting to create ‘confefti
money’.

Yet, the réal blame for
confetti money lies with a
system that no longer con-
tains any mechanism that
can stop ever-rising prices
existing alongside ever-
rising unemployment.
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Spain: 5 killed

as police go on

the rampage

‘PAMPLONA, in-
vaded by the riot
brigades of the
Armed Police and
Civil Guards,
seemed like a city
that had been
taken militarily’.

That was how the
leading Spanish liberal
paper, El Pais, wrote of
the capital of the
northern Spanish
province of Navarre on
Sunday,

Navarre and the two
neighbouring provinces of
Vizcaya and Guipozcoa,
were paralysed by general
strikes after five people had
been killed by police for
demonstrating in  the
streets.

They had been demanding
an amnesty for the last of
Franco's political prisoners
still in jail.

With less than four weeks to
the allegedly *frec’ eclections,
the request might have seemed
reasonable.

Tear gas

But it was too much for the
generals who run Spain’s three
armed police forces.
Demonstration afier
demonstration was mer with
war gay canisters, rubber
bullets, baron charges and
guns,

No wonder that in the
Basque country workers are
now saying that Spain cannot
be truly free while the army
and police are run by the same

on the paper Voz de Espana,
the local newspapers were shut

‘centre’ led by prime minister
Suarez, is claiming that it

upon police to intimidate
workers demanding recogni-

officers that rose to power
under fascism,

In Renteria, where one of
the killings took place, people
made it clear that the vote
alone could solve nothing.

Two thousand of them
demonstrated,  demanding
‘Dissolution of the repressive
forces, popular justice for the
assassins.’

Young people then threw up
barricades in the main
streets—something that was
repeated in Pamplona and the
suburbs of the two big citics of
Bilbao and San Scbastian.

Armed police patrolling the
streets could not stop a ﬁun-
dred and one different ex-
pressions of popular protest.

After the shooting in
Pamplona of a print worker

down and even the local radio
transmitters—bastions of
fascist orthodoxy—replaced
their usual broadcasts by
serious
with news broadcasts.

Perpetuate

The upsurge in struggle is
shaking the regime (o ifs
foundations less than a mionth
before elections it designed to
perpetuaie its rule,

old supporters of Fran-
co are now split into two main
quarrelling  parties. One,
around the former minister
Fraga, is calling upon the
army generals to threaten
action to keep Francoism in-
tact.

The other, the so-called

music interspersed

wants to maintain ‘moderate’
reforms.

But Suarez' government is
allowing the police a free
hand. And, on Sunday, Fraga
could pomt out that anly two
years ago, Suarez, then head
of Franco's fascist party, the
Movement, opposed any
reforms at all.

These splits show that the
people who still run the state
machine at every level are
losing control of events.

But they still have two
trump cards.

They know that big business
wants to keep the police and
army_intact so as to frighten
strikers. This has been shown
in the last couple of weeks at
the giant Ford Valencia plant,
where management has relied

tion of their negotiating com-
mittee.

And, amazingly, the other
prop for the regime comes
from one of the biggest op-
position parties—the Com-
munist Party.

Its leader Carrillo is going
out: of his way to please the
generals and fascists,

Fascist salute

He is now insisting that the
Communists drop the clench-
ed fist salute in exchange for
the fascists dropping their
salute,

What an insult to tens of
thousands of working class
fighters who died in front of
fascist firing squads with their
fists clenched up high!

‘RED’ MURDER

THOUSANDS of Polish students
began protesting in Cracow last
weekend over the murder by police of
one of their colleagues, Stanislaw
Pijas.

They also spoke of setting up a solidarity
committee 1o replace the official state-
sponsored Socialist Union of Students,
which they say, has been harassing them
and has ‘forfeited the right to represent
students.’

In a country where all independent trade
unions are banned, this step represents a
challenge to the authorities which will be
watched closely by hundreds of thousands
of workers.

Stanislaw Pijas was found dead at the
bottom of a stair-well a fortnight ago. He
was a member of the Workers' Defence
Committee set up last vear to aid those
victimised after a strike wave that forced
the government to back down on price
increases,

Other students are convinced that he was
murdered by the police. The police,
typically, have tried to shift
responsibility—claiming either that he died
from a drunken fall or that he was
murdered by the Defence Committee.

Intimidate

But student and workers know of so
many cases where people have been beaten
up and tortured by the police that they
cannot accept this storyv. The police are
certainly behaving as il they have
something to hide,

Three members of the Workers Defence
Committee who tried to go to Cracow,
Jacek Kuron, Adanr Michnik and Piotr
Naimski, were seized by the police in
Wiarsaw.

The students in Cracow, however, took
advantage of a student festival to mourn
their colleague, Five thousund staged a
candle-lit procession on Sunday. They

were not intimidated by the seizure the day
before of three supporters of the Workers
Defence Committee by the police thugs
who make up the so-called ‘students
militia'.

The murder of Stanislaw Pi;u shows
that the authorities East and West of the
so-called Iron Curtain act in the same way
when faced with a growing and popular
movement—they use police intimidation
to break protests.

O Student unions In Britain should
send messages of support to those
trying to set up student representation
indepenently of the state-run union to
Jacek Kuron, Warsaw, Mickiewicza
27m.64. Poland.

[0 The Socialist Workers Party can
supply speakers on Poland. Write to
Easl European Group, & Cottons
Gardens, London E2 or phone Pete, 01-
739-2639.
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HURRICANE
ON TV—

DON'T MISS next
Tuesday's ATV
documentary about
Hurricane Carter, the
. black boxer jailed for
.« murder after a frame-up by
* American police.
Carter won a re-trial last
November after two key
prosecution witnesses
admitted they had been
lying. But once again he
was sent to jail, this time
until the year 2058.

THE MAJOR ltallan citles
were the scene of clashes
belween left-wing
demonstrators and police
again last weekend. The
authorities blame this on
the extreme left among
the students.

But all the signs point the
other way. Last week, a
girl school student,
Georgiana Masi, was shot
by the police in Rome.
Plain-clothes police
dressed up as
demonsirators infiltrated
a meeling called by the
civil rights group, the
Radical Party. Joumnalists
who tried to report the
meeling were beaten up
by uniformed police.
And then, at the weekend,
armed police set upon
both a peaceful ceremony
in memory of Georgiana
and a student protest sit-
in. .

No wonder that around
the fringes of the student
movement there have
developed some
anarchist-inclined groups
that, out of anger, take to
sniping at the police—a
tactic that, however
underiandable following
the succession of
murders by the police,
can only play into the
police’s hands.

SO MUCH FOR'DEMOCRACY"’

SPANISH emigrants liv-
ing in Britain can vote in
Spain’s elections—in
theory at least.

A Spanish comrade who
tried to enrol on the electoral
register found that those in the
know, such as Consular staff
and their middle-class con-
tacts, registered without
problems before 25 February,

Those not in the know-—
workers who do not mix in
such elite circles—now face a
long, alternative path to the
ballot slip, which is
guaranteed to put most of
them off.

Register

First they must get a form
from the Consulate, which
does not open in the evenings
or at weekends. This must be
sent to Spain, where their
relatives can register them
with the local authority, get
the form stamped and return-
ed to England.

If their relatives have all
fled. or are hostile, or il-

literate, that's it, goodbye
democracy.
The Kkeen voter without

these minor problems must
then return to the Consul to
get another form saving he isa
resident abroad, and authoris-
ing a voting slip.

This form then has to be
returned to Spain, whereupon
a voting slip will be sent, which
the lucky or persistent voter
completes and sends back to
Spain,

An estimated 2,000 people
are registered here to vote in
the elections. Of these, 1,000
are expected to vote for the
Right, about
Communist . Party, who
organised their members to
vote long ago, and about 500

Spanish emigrants in Western
Europe, most of them
politically to the left.

If the pattern of getting
registration is repeated
throughout these other coun-
Lries. it is easy to see which way
the election will go.

By Denise Fenn

for other left-wing parties,
This is less than one in ten of
those eligible to vote.
There are about 1% million

IMPERIALIST TROOPS OUT
OF ZAIRE
DOWN WITH MOBUTU
Picket the French Embassy, Friday 20 May,
12.30pm - 2pm, 58 Knightsbridge, London,

SW1. Organised by African Students Union
{London) sGpported by SWP.

30 for the

. BLACK

London, SE24.

SOUTH AFRICA: VICTORY TO
THE FREEDOM FIGHTERS—

WORKERS AND

STUDENTS TO POWER

Demonstrate Saturday 18 June,
anniversary of the Soweto
uprising. Assemble Speakers
Corner, London, 1pm.

The Southern Africa solidarity badge has now
been reprinted; order now from SWP
International Dept, 6 Cottons Gardens, London,
E2. 20p (plus 6%2p postage) each, £2 for ten
{post free), £15 for 100. Cash with orders only

SPARK-bulletin of the Southern Africa Solidarity
Campaign—Ilatest issue now out. 17p (inc.
postage) from SASC, c/0 21 Mayall Road,




Law and
Order

week

IT'S BEEN an interesting
week for law and order.

First and foremost the great
porn trial of half London’s
most senior poli came to
an end, with Wallace, Virgo
and other old favourites being
found guilty of accepting
bribes from Soho porn
merchants and getting the jail.

Throughout the ftrial there
were the strongest indications
that someone right at the top
of the Scotland Yard com-
mand structure was also on
the take, Predictably he has
been protected.

John Poulson, that other
paragon af British business
virtue, also walked out of
prison on  parole this week
after serving less than half his
seven-year sentence.

As Poulson was coming
out, Andy Strouthous was
going in. He got the jail for
defyving an injunction which
prevented him  from entering
the premises of the North East
London Polytechnic  Students
Union, of which he has again
been re-elected president. A
clearer example of the real role
of law and order in our society
you'd be hard put to find,

Bully

Unless of course vou took a
trip to Bournemouth, where
Batains postal workers were in
conference.  There  they  were
debating whether they should
let the law bully and in-
timidate them into standing
aside and watching their
brothers and sisters on strike
for union recognition at
Grunwick's get smashed.

Mtchael Foot told them on
Sunday that while they cer-
tainly shouldn't trust the
judges, they should hang on
until parliament debates their
case,

But by then Grunwick’s will
have bheen decided, And
parliament is unlikely to do
very much unless there is
massive trade union pressure.

Anyway what is this system
of law and order that Tories,
newspaper editors and  the
legions of Labour moderates
so deeply cherish and revere?

The great American
socialist leader Kugene V Debs
had it taped. Which is not
arprising. He knew about it at
first hand since it put him in
jait repeatedly for fighting and
organising for working-class
freedom.

In a speech in 1895 after his
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release form Woodstock jail,
where he had been committed
for his part in the great
Pullman strike, Debs said:
‘There's something wrong in
this country: the judicial nets
are so adjusted as to cateh the
minnows and let the whales
slip through and the federal
judge is as far removed from
the common people as if he
inhabited another planet.

In Wallk and Bars, one of
several essays published after
his death in 1925, Debs hit
home even harder,

Sacred

‘To buttress and  safeguard
this - exploiting  system  the
private property of the
capitalist has been made a
fetish® a sacred thing, and
thousands of laws have been
enacted and more thousands
supplemented by court
decisions to punish so called
crimes against the holy in-
stitution of private property.

‘worUnder  the capitalist
system there is far more
concern about property and
infinitely greater care in its
conservation than in human
life.

‘Multiplied thousands of
men women and children are
killed and maimed in
American industry by ab-
solutely preventable accidents
every year, Yel no one ever
dreams of Indicting the
capitalist masters who are
guilty of the crim.”

What was true in 1925 is just
as true today.

How else would the Lonrho
Swindlers  have eéscaped
prosecution?

How ele could the asbestos
firm Tumer and Newall, hav-
ing killed its workers, get away
with the legal robbery in-
volved in cheating their
widows out of even halfway
adequate compensation to
offset a little of their sorrow,

All c¢redit to Andy
Strouthous for standing up
against this montain of lies
and hypocrisy that goes by the*
name of the rule of law. All
credit to him for refusing to be
cowed by the violence and the
might of the state machine

ut Andy Strouthous needs
more than credit and sym-
pathy, He needs practical

assistance.

As the dockers at Penton-
ville and the miners at Saltley
have shown the naked power
of the state can be defeated.

Inside the Cafe Royal, Regent Sireet

intimidation and sackings.

trade union members.

The strike in Oxford and Sheffield has lasted five months, In

Birmingham it will soon be three months.

For nearly three-quarters of a million workers it can mean the
chance to belong to a trade union and the opportunity to

THREE-quarters of a million workers in the hotels
and catering industry are not in trade unions.
Every attempt to organise the industry has met with

In Oxford, Sheffield and Birmingham, three groups of
workers have been on strike for trade union recognition. All
three strikes began when Trust House Forte, the largest hotel
and catering group in Europe, sacked shop stewards and other

improve their wages and working conditions.

For much of the strikes the trade union involved, the
Transport and General Workers Union, gave only token
support, The general secretary, Jack Jones, and the executive
refused to organise national blacking of Trust House Forte.

Then the Midlands regions of the TGWU took the sort of
action that could have won all the strikes. The print-your-own-
money motorway service stations run by Trust House Forte are

being blacked by TGWU lorry drivers,

This is the sort of action that can open the way for trade union

organisation throughout hotels and catering.

Every trade unionist should support all such strikes, and
organise now to win trade union recognition throughout the

whole of Trust House Forte.

Please send me . .

We socialists are not fanatics or time
servers. We are socialists because we
see the prospect which life holds out
for all working people.

We want the commifment of
workers who laugh and live and want
to end the wretchedness and despair
which shuts love and laughter out of so
many lives. _

We do not have to spend the rest of
our lives, and leave our children to
spend the rest of their lives, wrestling
in the struggle against a mean and
despotic ruling class.

Society can be changed, but only if
masses of working people abandon the
rotten shipwreck of the ‘leave it to us’
reformers, and commit themselves to
change from below.

This pamphlet puts our case. Will
you read it?

. copies of

WHY YOU SHOULD BE A SOCIALIST at

= One copy Sor S0p

phus Socals

0 Five copias for £2
2 Worker sach week for the next two months for £1 .50
Tgases T agoroorate bos - o proes mciude postage

:--x:s mace payable to SW --5:r-:~,";:s please)
SEND THIS SLIP TO: SW Distnibutors,
& Cotions Gardens, London, E2

-----—------—----------_------------
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be stopped...

THE strikers have
appealed for national
blacking of Trust House
Forte until the company
agrees to recognise the
trade union members.

Trust House Forte
own hotels, motorway
service stations, shops,
restaurants. They own
all three piers at
Blackpool.

They also run the
commercial catering in
factories and offices up

and down the country.

This is organised
through a subsidiary
called Gardner

Merchants. Most faclory
canteens are run by
Gardner Merchants.

They own Lilly Whites
shops, all the Post
House hotels, and many
other hotels, and the
following service
stations on motorways:

Scratchwood, Newport
Pagnell, Woodall, Keele,

Corley, Charnock
Richard, Gordano Ser-
vices, Burionwood.

They own Little Chefs,
Henekey Inns and
restaurants, mostairpori
restaurants, bars and
cafeterias, and major
hotels in every town and
city centre.

Workers in Gardners
Merchants are usually in
trade unions. In the hotel
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holiday section
all employees are
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and conditions
ablished locally.
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Campaign, 20p for

postage. From 265a Seven

Sisrers Road,
London N4.

Contact the workers,
there, make sure they
know what's going on,

2
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m
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Stickers
avaitable from
the Right 1o Work

P“ sheet of eight including

Sunday, 7pm. Mortimer Sireet.

THE Night Out Club in
Birmingham is one of
Trust House Forte's ex-
panding theatre
restaurants. It can cost up
to £20 for a ticket for two
to have a meal and listen to
Mike Yarwood or Jack
Jones (the singer, of
course).

It would take the waitresses
who serve the tables nearly
two weeks to earn that sort of
moncy.

Gwen Lewss, one of the
waitresses, who joined the
Transport and General
Waorkers Union at the Night
Out and has been on strike for
three months, told Socialist
Worker: 'You had to come in
between 6pm and 6.30 to get
ready, six nights a week. And
you stay until you finish.

‘“There are no regular hours,
no overtime. Sometimes 1 was
there at midnight, If
customers came in at 10.15
vou still had to start serving
them,

Hours

‘They pay vou £2.65 a night
and I8p per customer gratui-
ty.'

Jean Dunn worked days,
Her job was laying tables
before the evening,

For laying out a place mat,
one knife, one spoon, two
forks, placing serviettes in
glasses. carrying baskets of
cutlery to the tables, washing
ashtrays and the table tops,
she got just 2p 2 mat. At 144
mats or covers a day that
works out at £2.88,

make sure the delive
drivers know—SPREA
THE BLACKING!

O SUPPORT THE STRIKE FUNDS.
Grosvenor Hotel Sirike

Commitiee, c/o Trevor Jones,

Transporl House, Hartshead,

Shefiield.

Night Out Strike Committee,
Transporl House, Broad Street,

Birmingham.

O HOTEL WORKERS ACTION

COMMITTEE organised to bring
together rank and file hotel workers,
Write to 127 Botley Road, Oxford.

(oday) ¥0

CATERING workers
sleeping in the streets
waiting for work.

Each night in Mortimer
Street in Central London a
queue of casual workers
forms outside an office of
the Department of
Employment.

This picture {left) was
taken around 7pm on
Sunday evening. These
workers sleep on the streets
until 7am the following day
when a Department of
Employment official takes
their names in the order
they arrived.

At 8am the lucky ones are
allocated jobs in the luxury
hotels and restaurants of
Central London, Others
might wait until 10am or
even 11am before they are
given jobs.

Many will be told there
are no more casual jobs
available that dar.

After queuing all night
the job you are given might
only be for a few hours. At
most a casual worker might
get £5 for a few hours work
and a night asleep on the
streets.

The same gueuging must
be gone through the next
day to get another casual
job, All the big hotel and
catering companies hire
some woarkers in this way.

Wages are pathetically
low. The government
minimum legal rate is just
75p an hour, According to
the Low Pay Unit, many
casual workers don’t get
even this.

(oday) Y0NS WUOr ‘Suniaig

The Night Our picket line,
Birmingham

Again  there are
hours and no
payments. Said  Jean: ‘It
meant working sometimes
three or four or five hours.
Nine times out of ten it meant

no set
overtime
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WORKERS THEY EXPLOIT TO GET IT . . . AND THOSE FIGHTING

BACK

Sheffield workers march in support of the Grosvenor Hoiel strikers back in Februar)

recleaning the cutlery as well
because the dishwasher was so
lousy.

*We even had to supply our
own clothes for the washing
up. The job is six days a week.
Often the cutlery was soaking
wet.

‘Il asked the supervisor
about overalls. It was a waste
of bloody time.'

Belong

Trust House Forte claim
that the workers at the Night
Out don’t want to belong to
the TGWU. Rocco Forte, a
director and the son of Sir
Charles Forte, even says they
had a bhallot which showed
that most of the workers didn’t
wanl to be in the union,

Jean Dunn. told Socialist
Worker what really happened.

SIR CHARLES FORTE. He owns two and a half million shares
in Trust House Forte. Last year alonc the dividend on his shares
brought him about £60,000 a week. He is making about £400 an
hour even when he is asleep,

On top of this he gets directors’ salaries and fringe benefits such
as the white Rolls-Rovee and chauffeur he has for his personal

use.

One of Sir Charles' business associates was John Stonchouse,
now in Brixton Prison. While Stonehouse was being extradited
from Australia, Sir Charles suddenly resigned in a great hurry
from the board of London Capital Securities, the company at the
heart of Stonehouse’s crooked business empire.

His son, Rocco Forte, is also a director of Trust House Forte.
He did own just 100,000 shares, but last year he managed to scrape
together the money needed to buy himsell another million.

Sir Charles has used his wealth to acquire, among other things,
the dinner service of the last Russian Tsar, Nicholas 11. Nicholas
was shot on the orders of the revolutionary workers” council of
Petrograd during the Russian Revolution.

Perhaps one day the same thing will happen to Sir Charles.

Battling against the Forte thieves

‘One day the manager, Clive
Preston, called all the workers
together and got on the stage.
He made a specch attacking
the wunion, saying that the

- place would be shut down and

no-one would have a job if the
union came in. He said the
place would close within a
week.

‘People who were in the
union were rung up by the
supervisor at home and asked
to leave, There was someone
going round with a list teying
to find out who was in the
union.

"That's when they held the
baliot,

‘1 joined the union because |
was 50 appalled at what went
on in the place. I'd complained
about things a few times and
I'd been told if I didn’t like it to
get out.

Forees inst the strikers

THE Daily Express and
Daily Mail have launched
a press witchunt against
the Trust House Forte
strikers. Last week both
newspapers devoted whole
pages to denouncing the
strikers.

This week in the High Court
an attempt will be made to get
an injunction to stop picketing
of the Night Out Club in
Birmingham.

Just a week ago the
National Front supporter, the
Dowager Lady Birdwood, led
an anti-trade union mob
through the picket lines at the
Randolph Hotel in Oxford.
Forty Oxford trade unionists
were arrested by the police
assembled to protect Lady
Birdwood.

In Birmingham the
manager of the Night Out Jed a
mob of 80 scabs 1o assault and
beat up pickets, shouting
‘Let’s get the rubbish off the
pavement’!

Trust House Forte have
been putting full-page adver-
tisments into national
newspapers attacking the
strikers, at a cost of about
£45,000,

The men who control this
massive hotel and catering
empire are prepared to use
virtually any means to smash
the strikes for trade union
recognition.

‘Why the hell should we get
out? We've a right to improve
our conditions. If everyone
walked away from a job
nothing would ever get im-~
proved anywhere. All their
profits come from exploiting
people.

‘If they'd known I was in the
union they'd have had me out
straight away.'

Instead Jean Dunn and 20
other workers came out on
strike when Trust House Forte
sacked the shop steward, Pat
McGuire.

‘Nobody needs money more
than I do,’ said Jean, ‘*but we
arc not going back until we
win. It’s the principle

‘They're afraid of us. of
what we'll be like when we
go back in there after win-
ning.’

According to a government
report, the vast majority of the
750,000 workers emploved in
hotels and catering are not in
trade unions. For nearly all
this means appalling wages
and worse conditions, There is
virtually no security aof
employment, instant dismissal
1s commaonplace.

Many workers depend on
their jobs for their accomoda-
tion and so daren't complain.

Thousands of other workers
are casual, brought in for a
single day. Thousands more,
over half in London, are
immigrants. If they are sacked
they lose their work permits
and can be deported.

The profits of organisations
such as Trust House Forte are
built on these foundations.
Last year Trust House Forte
made £23 million. In the
coming year they expect to
make around £34 milhon.

According to the Daily
Mail: “THF shares show all the
signs of hecoming one of the
City's darlings.

Trust House Forte are now
the biggest hotel and catering
group in Britain. Much of the
expansion of hotel rooms was
possible because of govern-
ment subsidies. Subsidies ran
at the rate of £1.000 a new
hotel room between 1969 and
1973, Over £50 million was
dished out,

(1A §OOLINIG VNG RN
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Scotland

DUNDEE Socialist Worker
meetings on The Meaning Of Marx.
mem: Wednesdays 7.30pm. Socialist
Worker Bookshop, 128 Victoria Road.
25 May: Is Russia socialst?
Speaker. Hob Fotheringham.

DUNDEE Socislist Workers Party
public meeting: Is there & parliamen-
1ary road ta sacialism? Speaker: Alan
Sarciay. Wednasday B June, 7 30pm,
Socalist Worker Bookshap, 128 Vie-
toria Road

SCOTTISH speaking tour by Bamey

Mokgatle, from Soweto, South
Africa. Viciory 1o - the Freadom
Fighters!

STIRLING: Monday 23 May, 1pm,
Stirling Universiy, and 8pm. Stirling
Labour Club

ABERDEEN: Tuesday 24 May,
8pm, Music Hall, Union Street. NOTE
CHANGE OF PLACE

GLASGOW: Wednesday 25 May
1pm, Strathclyde University Stadents
Union, and 5pm, Blainummock
House, Wardie Rosd, Easterhouse,

EDINBURGH: Thursday 26 May,
8Bpm, Socseties Centre, Hill Place.

DUNFERMLINE: Friday 27 May.,
7 30pm. Carnegie Baths

EDINBURGH Socialist Workers
Party/Womens Voice discussion
groups on Womens Politics.
Saturdays, 11.30am, Aoom 8, Trades
Cauncil, 14 Picardy Placa [iop of Lelth
Walk)

21 May Raising the Reofl—Rent
and housing struggles

28 May Foad prices—ciimbing the
butter mountain,

GLASGOW Socislist Workers Pa
COLOSSAL CHARBANC CAPE
(bus run to Ayr): Sundsy 22 May,
leaves Georges Square, 10am Adults
£2, waeans freel Tickets from 64
Queen Street (phone 041 221 3428)

PAISLEY Sociulist Workers Party
public meeting: Which Way Forward
For Soeciglism? A debata betwaan the
SWP and Milstant. Thursday 26 May,
7.30pm, Paisley Town Hall

PAISLEY Socialist Workers Party
Meaning of Marxism series: The
Fight For the Right To Work. Speakar;
Willie Dolen (Right To Work Cam-
pagn) Tuesday 31 May, 7.30pm
Paisley Trade Union Centre

EASTER ROSS Soclalist Workers
Party fund-raising .dance: Friday 3
June, Bpm-Tam, ‘g.ﬁlnnmwnn Hotel,
Tain Dance to Tombiewseds. Late
Licenca,

GLASGOW WEST Socialist
Workers Party meetings on The
Casa for Socialism: Every Saturday
2om-4pm  Partick Burgh Halls

21 May: Whose Crisis?

Socialisl Worker Youth Movement
SCOTTISH WEEKEND SCHOOL:
45 June @81 Swrling  University
Sessions on. Organising  school
students, Right to Wark Campaign
Apprentices etc. Detals from £4
Quenn Street, Glasgow Thare will be
faclities to watch tha England
Scotland gama

GLASGOW WEST Socialiet
Workers Party public meeting: The
Crisis. the Sacial Cantract and the
Sacialist Attarmative. Thursday 26
May, 7 30pm. Clydebank Town Hail

FALKIRK Socialist Workaers Party
public meeting  Fight the Health
cuts! Speaker. Anne Alden [nurse)
Chair: Charlie Penn [TGWU). Tuesday
7 sung, 7 30pm, Temperance Cafe

North East

DURHAM Socialist Workars Party
discussion meeting World Crisls A
cassette recording by Nigel Harris
Thursday 2 June, Bpm, Colpats Hotal
Sutton Street, Durham.

JARROW/HEBBURN Socialist
Workers Party discussion meating
Tracdions, angins and perspectves of
ma SWP Speaker: Colin Crane,
Wednesday 18 May, 8pm, Borough
Arms. Jarrow

Yorkshire

MINERS FOR SOCIALISM:
Socislist Workers Psrty discussion
meetings for Yorkshire miners: Both
at 7.30pm at the Davonshire Hoel,
Barnsley (next to bus station}

Sundsy 29 May Nationalisation
and workers' controf. Speaker John
Charltan

BUILD THE SOCIALIST ALTERNATIVE!

Socialist Worker public meetings -

‘0 Send notices — to reach us first post Monday — to What's On, SW, Corbridge
Works, Corbridge Crescent, London E2.

Socialist Workers Party
EDUCATION
CONFERENCE

Saturday 28 May, 11am-
5pm, Polytechnic of Central
London
Shaun Doherty on BEING A
SOCIALIST TEACHER
Paul Ashton on THE NEW
BLACK PAPER
Workshops on HAVE
STANDARDS FALLEN?
WHAT IS COMPREHENSIVE
EDUCATION, and other

PLUS

National meeting for all
teachers in the SWP-
supporters welcome,
Sunday 29 May, 10.30am-
4 30pm, Polytechnic of
Central London

2SOV REVOVRGSHIY

BRADFORD CENTRAL Socialist
Workers Party rmeets evary Thursday,
Taxtite Hall, Westyate, Bradiord.

26 May & thae Labour Parly
socialis1? Speaker: Richard Cawood

9 Juna Racialism, the new Nszis
and how 10 light them. Speakar Geofi
Robartsan

HALIFAX Socialist Workers Party
public meeting: Smash the Sacal
Contract Fridey 27 May, 7.45pm,
Room A, Marrison House. Harrison
Road {next to police station)

YORKSHIRE Socislist Workers Par-
ty health and safety school: Saturday
11 June. 11am, Leeds Trades Council
Club, Saville Mount, Leeds Pooled
fare system. Datails, contacl Derek
Howe, 13 CHiff Mount, Leeds 6.

Humberside

HULL Soclalist Workers Party public
meeting Smash the Social Contract!
Speaker: Tony Cliff. Wednesday 1
June, 8pm, Room 8, YPI, George
Street. Admission 10p.

GRIMSBY Socishet Workers Party
discussion  meeting: s Russia
Sactalist? Speaker 10 be arranged
Thursday 26 May, Bpm, County Hotel
fnear -Old Markat) All supporters
welcome

SCUNTHORPE Sociuslist Workers
Party public meetin Why You
Should be @ Socialist. Speaker: Tony
Cliff. Thursday 2 June.  7.30pm,
Cantral Communiy Centre. Lindum
Sirant. Scunthorpe.

DOWN THE ROAD

UNEMPLOTAENT AND THE FIGNT FOR THE RIGHT 70 WORN
Soroh Cox ead Robeet Golden

£1.50, plus 17p postage, from the Right to Work
Campaign, 285a Seven Sisters Road, London N4.

DOWN THE
ROAD—
Unemploy-
ment and

: the Fight for
the Right to
. Work. 132
pages of

. & arguments,

- facts, poems
and

“ photographs,
The authors
are giving
their
‘royalties’ to
. the Right to
¢ Work Cam-
paign,

The politi
of Lenin

Paul Ginsborg

Lenin. In Russia he's
been made into an
ican, in the West a
totalitarian baby-eater,
Paul Ginsborg's
pamphlet rescues
Lenin from these
myths and portrays him
as he really was—a
brilliant,
compassionate man
who played an
indispensable role in
building a socialist
party in the Russian
working class which
enabled those workers,
however briefly, to
seize state power.
27p (including
postage) from
Socialist Worker
Distributors, 6
Cottons Gardens,
London E2 B8DN.

North West

LEYLAND, Lancashire, Socialist
Workars Party branch meals avery
Fridday. 8pm, Ealge and Child, Church
Road  Anyone interested in finding
out mare abeut the SWP is welcome
10 come for descussian and a drink

WIGAN Socialist Workers Party day
school. The SWP—\What it Stands
far, and The ravolutionary socialist in
the Workplace. Sundsy 22 May
further detalls from SW sellers.

BOOTLE Socialist Workers Party
public mesting: Social Con-trick or
socialism? YWhy wea need £15 8 waek
exiry now, Speskers: Eddie Pravost
ITGWU steward. Lonsan Rayal Group
of Docks) and Paul Helborow. Thurs-
day 26 May, 7 45pm, Wallon Trades
and Labour Club, Rice Lans, Walton
Adrmissson 10p

MERSEYSIDE Socialist Workers
Party day school: Suntay 22 May,
Stuniey House Community Centre,
130 Upper Parliameni Street,
Liverpeal 8 Speaker: Duncan Hallas

10.30am. Election strategy--why
wa stand pacliamentary
candidates, why we dont .stand
candidates in local glections. class
struggle candidates, e1c. Open 1o ali
district SWP members

2pm: The role of Socialist Warker—
fustory  of  working-class pepéers,
Socinhst Worker and party buiiding,
how ta sell more Socealist Workers,
ate,

CHESHIRE and STOKE-ON-TRENT
Socialist Workers Party  district
maating: Sunday 29 May, 7 30pm,
Angel Hotal, Victoria Street, Crewe
town centre. Pre-conferance discus-
sion, distnct  organisation, local
reports, Crawe. Stoke, Chester and
Wrexham branches to attend
Members and close supportes in
Staflord invited as obearvers

SALFORD Socialist Workess Party
public meeting: Prices, wages and
inflation. Speaker: Brian Aoss
Wednesday 25 May. 8pm. Kings
Arms, Whit Lane, Salford.

MANCHESTER Socialist Workaers
Party industrial workers meating for
r bers and supporters: Monday
23 May. Bpm. Further details, phone
061-832 8102

DUDLEY Socialist Workers Party
social: North West Spannar Socialis?
theatre presants. Cabaret. Followed
by Rock Band, Late bar. Saturday 28
May. Bpm, Earl of Dudley's Arros,
Wellington Road, Dudiey. Admission
£1, double ticker £1 5O, unemployad
hatf prica

Midlands

WILLENHALL and WALSALL
Socialist Workers Party discussion
meeting:  What  would  replace
capialism with? Tuesday 31 May,
Bpm, The Fakon. Gomer Street.
Willenhatl

WALSALL Soctalist Workers Party
public meeting: Smash the Social
Contrect! Speakars: Jimmy MeCallum
|former TASS convenor, John Brown
Engineening, Clydeswde} and a local
trade unionist. Tuesday 24 May, 8pm
Red Lion, Park Street

STOKE-ON-TRENT: Allinterestad iny
local socialist discusslon meatings
and/or helping local activities of the
Socialist Workers Party, please con-
tsct Steke SWP, ¢/0 6 Coftons
Gardens, London EZ.

LEAMINGTON Socialist Workars
Party supporters meating: The Rank
and File and Trade Union Democracy
Wednesday 25 May, B 15pm,
Stoneleigh Arms; Clemens Street
(postponed from 11 May)

East Anglia

LOWESTOFT Socialist Workers Par-
ty jumble sale: Saturday 2B May,
2 15pm, British Legion Mall, Clifton
Road.

COLCHESTER SWP public
meeting: CAST present Sam (he
Man, their hilarious 75-minute show
#bout the Labour Parly Wednesday 1
June, mare datails lsler

South East
MAIDSTONE Socislist Workers
Party discussion meetings: Mon

days, Bpm, The Oid Palace. MM
Straal

HEMEL HEMPSTEAD Socialist
Workers Party ANTI-JUBILEE DIS
CO! Fredey 18 June, 8am-late, the
Callar, Old Town Mall, High Siroet
Disco, bar

ESSEX Socislist Workers Party day
school: Rank and file arganisation—
why we need 4 and how wa can buikd
it. Speakers include Duncan Halias
and Kevin Prior (AUEW shop stewsrd,
Heathrow Airport]. Group discussons
on wamen, docks, prinl engineers,
pudlc sector, buses, Fords, firemen
Saturday 4 June, 10.45am-4 30pm in
Cnalmsfard. Plus Anti-Julnlee Disco
in evgnung. Details from Chelmsford
59129.

CANTERBURY SocwuhHst Workers
Party public mseting: Why vou
should be a socinlist, Speaker: Toay
Chiff Tuesday 24 May, Bpm, Prince of
Wales, 51 King Streat

London

SOUTHWARK Socialist Waorkers
Party public meatings: The Stirling
Castle, Camberwell Church Street
inear Camberwell Green), London
SES. All 81 8pm,

Thursday 19 May: The fight against
racism.

Wednssday 1 June: Why we need s
revolutionary socalist party

SOUTH EAST LONDON Socialist
Workers Party public meetings:
Alternate  Wednesdays, 8pm,
Charlton House, The Village, SE7
Spesker Nyel Harris

25 May: China.

Socialist Workers Party GAY
GROUP meets ahiernate Mondays in
London Comtact Penny Old (01-406
2706) or Richard Tarry, 19 Redman’s
Road, London €1 {01.780 2454)

CROYDON Socialist Workers Party
public meeatings. Every Thursday.
8pm, Ruskin House, corner. of
Coombe Road and Park Lane.

19 May The Spanish Cwil War
Spaaker: Mike Marriott.

26 May. Nationalism Speaker
Duncan Hallas.

HACKNEY Socislist Workers Party
public meeting: The crisis in prsons.
Peter Chappell speaks about prison
and the George Davis Compaign. Also
a speaker from the Hall 76 Campaign .,
with shigas, on the riot at Hull Prison.
Monday 23 May, 7.30pm, Britannia
Pub, Mare Street (next 10 Hackney
Tawn Hall|

WANDSWORTH Rock Agasinst
Raciem benelit socish: Red Rinse,
plus disca Saturday 28 May Bpm-12
midnight.  Admission  75p  lun-
smolayed 36p). All proceads 10 defenc
thase arrasted on the 23 Aprit ant-NF
demo -

EAST LONDON Soctalist Workers
Party  public  meeting:  Women,
PDepression  and  Big  Bysiness
Spaakers: Dave Widgery (GP) and
Denisa Fenn [Woman's Voice), Tues-
day 24 May, 7.30pm, Lawrence Hail,
Cumberland Road, Plaistow, E13 joff
Barking Road|

ISLINGTON Socialist Workers Party
public meating. Whose Law and
Order? Speakers: John Daason (Right
to Waork Campasgn). Petsr Chapple
(Free George Davie Campagn), Kim
Gordon {Ishingion 18 Delence Com-
minee). Wednesday 1 June, 8pm
Noeth Library, Manor Gardens, Lon
van N7.

INTERNATIONAL SOCIALISM day
school: Sessiong un the theoretica!
tasks todey and producing, selling and
1S, plus specialist warkshops, Satur-
day 11 June, 10 15am to Spn, Room
115, Palytechnic of Cantrat London,
New Cavendish Street, London WCY.
All readers and contributars
walcome. Registrations and inguiries
10: ISJ, 6 Cottans Gardens, London E2
A0N |phone 01-739 2639)

HAMMERSMITH AND KEN-

SINGTON Sociakist Workers Party

discussion meeting: Whose Law and

Crder? Speaker: Pate Fysh |Right 1o

Work marcher) Wednesday 8 June.

gpm, Hammarsmith Town Hell. King
treet

ISLINGTON Socialist Workers Party
public meeting: Low and Order
Speakers. Pater Chappell (George
Davis Defence Campeign) and John
Desson (Right 1o Work Campagn)
Wednesday 1 June, Bpm, place (o be
anmaunced

HACKNEY AND STOKE
NEWINGTON Soctslist Workers
Party public meeting: The need for 5
rank and file movament. Speaker
Gerry Marsden, Thursday 19 May,
8pm, Canterprise, Kingsland Road,
London, EB. All SW readers welcome.

EAST LONDON Socialist Worker
Youth Movement disco: Saturdey 21
May, Bpm, NELP Stugent Union,
Longbridge Road, Barking 50p,
schaol students and unemployed 30p

Action in

the unions

CIVIL SERVICE: Meeting for all SWP
mambers and supportars in the civil
‘earvica in Scolland, Saturday 21 May,
2pm, Tqades Council, Picardy Place,
Edinburgh

AUEW: National maeting for all SWP
members In the Enginearnng Union,
Saturday 28 May, 12 noan-3 30pm,
The Mdra Hotel, Cathedral Gates,
Manchester 3.

SCOTS and NORTHERN WHITE
COLLAR WORKERS Socialist
Workers Party conference. Saturday
11 June, in Shaffield, Detuils, ring 01-
739 6273

HEALTH SERVICE WORKERS:
National meeting for all Socalist
Worker Parly members and sup-
parters in the NHS Saturday 11 June
1pm to 5pm, Trades Union Bookshop,
260 Deansgate, Manchester, Discus-
gion on the Social Contract. Save Qur
Hospitals Campeign, and- building
Hospetal Warker groups. (All COHSE
members 10 meet a1 11.30am)

NOISS

National Organisation of
Student International
Socialist Societies

MARXISM 77 MHELP WANTED!
Can you Spare some time batween 1-
8 July to help arganise the running of
Marxism 77 at North London Poly lon
rata_basis). Phane Lindssy Germian
01.-739 1878

SW Notices

BE A BOOKSHOP MANAGER!
Enthusiastic end responsible com-
rade wantad for thriving SWP district
Stan June-July Write 1o Socialist and
TU Books, 224 High Straet, Digbeth,
Birmingham 12 jphone 021.643

5N7
COMRADE URGENTLY NEEDS
ROOM, PREFERABLY IN SWP

housa/flat. North or Cantral Landon
Phone Eli or Terry, 01-609 1260

URGENT! Comrade needs ac:
comodation in Sauth London Phone
Lyndan, 0M42-52186

SOCIALIST WORKER
CIRCULATION is locking for &
comrade to wark 25-30 haurs # weak
Applicants should have some office
axpanence, be prepared 10 work very
nard and effscleantly, and be abde to
type. Details, phone John Larkham,

01-739 2639, or write 0 SW
Circulation, 6 Cotlons Gardens,
London, E2

May issue of FIGHT, paper of the
Soclelist Worker Youth Movement,
out now. Single copy 10p {Including
postage) Orders over 10, S5p esch post
free. Orders 10; SW Books, 64 Queen
Streat, Glasgow

The new hours of TU BOOKS,
Basemeni, 260 Deansgate,
Manchester, are Mondey-Friday 12
noon 2pen and 4 BO[rwG‘JOum, and
Saturday 8,30am-12.30pm.
Volunteers and cans of paint needed

WANTED! A DUPLICATOR—phone
Jim Tierngy, Alloa 723304, as soan as
possible please

SNP Would the snomymous comrade
who sent an article to  Socalist
Worers on the please sond their
name ta Laure Flynn, Corlridge
Works, Corbridge. Crescent, London
E2 (phone 01-739 6361)

1000 BRICKS FOR SALE Procesxds
10 SW hghhngfund‘ Details, phone
Mel Norris OF

391870

WORKERS' STRUGGLES (Ergatikoi

RAR Broadsheet now avaitable,
Tempurary Hording around the
slogan Love Music/Hale Racism.
10 copies for £1. Buy it and sell
RAR T-Shirts. Yellow with red RAR
symbol. White with Black RAR
symbal. State seall medium or
large {note: small is smalll) £2 each
finc. post and packaging)

RAR Badges 22p (inc past} 10 for
£1.50 poet free. -

Contacet us through & Coettons
Gardans Londan E2.

All monies go 1nto §gs and
QIOCUCING Morg propagands

IARXISM

Aganes), Socialist paper from Greecs,
out now  Articles include the lates
strike  wave.  Industrial acodents,
pirate radios, Seveso. 16 a copy
(including postage), £2 for a year's
suhsuigtvcn, frarn Bookmarks, 265
Sevan Sisters’ Road, London N4

days of
socialist
ideas and discussion at
the Polytechnic of North
London, Friday 1 July to
Friday B July.

Seven
revolutionary

COMRADE NEEDED to run Coven-
try Socialist Workers Party
bookshop, starting anytime between
June and  September.  Printing

facilties  available for Interastec Just some of the things planned

appheant.  Apply Coventry District tor the avenings throughout the
Secratary, 65 Queen Victoria Road, wesk
Coventry -
. Tany Cliff on The Russian
Revolution
LUTTE QUVRIERE FETE: Yau should = ian Gibson on Them and Us in
by now have had details of the Science

= Edmund Baluke on Workers'
Struggle in Eastern Europe.
Marxism and Drama Today—
8 dwscussian Ied off by leading
socialist playwrights, who in
clude Trevor Griffiths (BI11Srand)
David Edgar [Destiny, Wreckers)
Stave Gooc't (Female
Transport)
LT Fitms Inctude tha superh Battle
for Chile |parts one and two)
Chita: The Reckoning, Black
Holiday, October, Bartieship
Patamkin,

arrangements TRANSPORT—I you
are going by ¢ar, plagsa lat lan (phone
01-B07 1 741) know even if you do nor
nave spare passenger places
TENTS —anyann in London with a tent
thay could land us for the weekend
28/30 May please ring immadiately
If you 8re going to the Fete please try
1o come to the brieling maeting on
Sunday 22 May in London. Ring for
datails, or write 89 Grove Dwellings
Adeling Grows, Landan E

UNEMPLOYED COMRADE wolling
to help outanywherein the Northan 8
long term  basis. Comact Box 7,
Soctahist Worker Editonial. Corbridgs
'E‘az’uvks Corbrdge Crescent, London

Registration fee £5. Send to
Marxism 77, 6 Cottons Gardons,
Londen E2

Organised by the Nationsl
Organisaticn of international
Sovalst Socketias.

Have a

Socialist
night
out!

SHIPLEY Socidllist Workers Par-
ty Jumble Salo: Friday 27 May,
Gpm-9pm, Glen Raom, Victora
Hall, Saltaire. Jumble sl re-
quired, if you have afy ring
Shipley 55912 or 583669 for
collection

WOMEN'S VOICE Equal Pay
stickers: Printed in red. Three shaats
(o4 12 ench| for 80p including postage
fram Women's Voice. 6 Conons
Gardens, London E2 8DN Monay
with orders only

DEPORTATIONS

CARDIFF Flame and Chingari
prasent. ROCK AGAINST
RACISM A musical exiravagan-
za1, with Mountain Child, Watkins
Waobbly Rock Band, 7th Hotel and
othars. Frday 20 May, Bpen-1pm,
Cantral Hatel, St Mary Streat
Late bar, For further detsils
phona Mike Pearson, Cardiff
J97403. Tickets avaitable from
108 Bockshop, Salishury Aoad,
Cathays, Caroff, and SWP
Bookshop, B8 Bridge  Street,
Cardiff Certral

N o0y
SINIR Enoweuc: EASTER _ROSS Socialist
nl ' fInR Himoe ;&rkbin': n:.::syalumrd";vb'%i b“:'nvo
EDILME OLAVLARI | A=="" """ 7

ARERASEIS © 1K . o

INTERNATIONAL FUND-
RAISING SOCIAL: Friday 20
Msay, 21 Bryantwood Road,
London, N7, Food served from
9pm 10 10pm only. Exotic Middle
Eastern food. £1 for as much as
you can eat! Drink, music, fun for
alll Tickets in advance from Eli
and Terry, and at tha door. Phone
01-609 1260. Come aarly.

*

TOWER HAMLETS Socialist
Workers Party Social: Saturday
21 May, Bpm, 19 Redman's Road,
London, E1. Food, raffies, beer.
Admassion 50p plus a bottle All
SW readers welcome, Proceads
1o Fighting Fund ;

LEA VALLEY Socislist Workers
Party Jumble Sale: Tuasday 31
May, 8 m, (YWCA Hall) 6§28
High Road, N17, Refreshments
svailable. Please phone 808

9067 or BOB 3200 with any affars
of jumble

PAMPHLET ON THE DEPOR-
TATIONS out now In English, Greek
and Turkish. 28p for one copy
postage included), £1 for 5 copias
from Cypriot Defence Campaign, 80
Mountview Road, London N4

NEW LEAFLET for Socialist Worker
estate rounds, etc: Two colours, AS
size. £3 per 1,000 from SW
Circulation, 6 Cottons Gardens,
London €2 Cash with order only

STATE AND REVOLUTION

A 30-minute recorded cassette designed 10 introduca s0cialist discussion.
Harry McShane, formar secretary of the Scottish Uremployed Workers
Movement, «n the 1930s, gives & brief introduction ta the problem of the
state and revolutiin

Marx said that to buikd sociglism, workers would have te overthrow the
capdalist state and set up their own workers” stata. Why? How would it
wark? How can we aveid things gaing wrong, as in Russia?

£1 including postage from SOCIALIST WORKER RECORDINGS,
Carbridge Works, Corbridge Crascent, London E2

Seénd stamped, addressed anvalope for full list,




A GREAT number
of organizations of
quite a different
stamp were prepar-
ing to celebrate the
sixtieth anniversary
of the ascension of
Queen Victoria to
the throne.

Diamond Jubilee
Day was 22 June.

The Independent
Socialist Republican Party
decided to celebrate the
day in its own way with a
mecting in Foster Place on
the 21st,

The principal speaker was
to be Maud Gonng bul the
celebration under the slogan,
‘Down with the Moonarchy;
long live the Republic’, ex-
panded far beyond that.

Readily joining with James
Connolly in preparing the
anti-Jubilee demonstrations,
she obtained a window in
Parnell (then Rutland) Syuare
from which lantern shdes
could be thrown on a large
screen.

Coffin

To dim the festive lights
which could compete with the
slides, it was arranged with
city workers that electrical
faults would occur at the
appropriate  time.  Daniel
()‘Bricn made a Jarge black
coffin on which were inscribed
the words ‘British Empire’, To
lead the procession which was
to accompany it through the
streets Connolly obtained the
services of a workers' band
whose instruments would then
represent small loss if the
police destroyed them,

Muud Gonne then set 10
wark iurning out black flags
embroidered with the facis on
Samines and evictions which
had marked Victoria's reign,
the fruits of Connoliy's
research.

The convention of the "98
Commemoration Com-
mitiec was in session on
Jubilee Day,*as an act of
contempt for the Crown, when
the band appeared.

The chairman promptly
suspended the sitting so as to
allow the delegates to join the
procession,  Such was the
simple nature of political
protest at the time.

LABOUR'S BET

[ RECENTLY attended a
meeting addressed by 2
leading member of the
Tribune group of Labour
MPs.

During the discussion
about the Labour govern-
ment, he argued for the need
to be patient,

It was admitted that the
government’s policies were
wrong but one needed to
continue patiently the fight
for alternatives within the
Labour Party.

A week later, I decided to
feave the Labour Parry,
which I joined 18 years
before, and become a
member  of the Socialist
Workers Party,

During my membership of

the Labour Party 1 had
frequently been frustrated by
the direction in which it was
heading. But T always
accepted that one has a

TO DIM
DUBLIN’S
FESTIVE
LIGHTS,
IT WAS
ARRANGED
WITH THE
WORKERS
THAT
THERE
WOULD BE
ELECTRICAL
FAULTS’

[0 This extract on the

anti-Jubilee

celebrations in Dublin in 1898 is taken from
Samuel Levenson’s new biography of James
Connolly, published by Quartet and available
from Bookmarks, 265 Seven Sisters Road,
London, N4, price £2.80 (inc. postage).

At the head of the proces-
sion was a rickety handcart
draped in the semblance of a
hearse and bearing the coffin,
It was pushed by a member of
the Irish Socialist Republican
Party.

Maud Gonne and Yeats
were in the procession, dis-
tributing thier black flags,as it
moved solemnly down Dame
Street to the sound of a funeral
march,

Clubbing

By the time the procession
reached O‘Cr)nncﬁ Bridge.
police from Dublin Castle, the
seat of Brtish rule, were
clubbing heads to disperse the
spectators,

Connolly soon saw that the
procession could not cross the
bridge. In a flash of inspira-

WHY I'VE QUIT
BY
MORECAMBE
ACTVIST
FRED ROBERTS

responsibility to campaign
for the policies within the
party,

So I became sctive at all the
local levels, including becom-
ing a councillor at borough
and county level,

EFFECT

All through this period 1
considered that if socialism
was to be achieved it would be
through a Labour govern-
ment.

Well, we have had Labour

tion he ordered the coffin to be
thrown into the Liffcy River,
crving out, 'Here goes the
coffin of the British Empire.
To hell with the British Em-
pire.’

Connolly was promptly
arrested and spent the night in
prison.

Hut his arrest did not hali
the day's demonstration. As
planned, the city was in a
black-out when night fell, but
a large crowd gathered around
Maud Gonne's magic luntern
in Parmell Square.

Even though the events at
O'Connell “Bridge had at-
tracted some of the younger
men, many women, children
and old people remained to
watch, These were baton-
charged by the police, and one
old woman was killed.

The indignant crowd surged

governments and to what
effect?

Pay freezes, immigration
acts, cuts In social services
and anti-trade union legisiu-
tion ultimately leading to a
reduction in the standard of
living of the working class.

As a councillor [ have
listened ta Labour
spokesmen, in the interests of
*free speech’, allow fascists to
meet in public halls. And Tam
‘told that | must be patient.

I have seen people like Roy
Jenkins, the man who Kept

RAYA

down to Sackville Street (now
O'Connell Street) and smash-
ed ali the windows with
portraits of the Queen and
other Jubilee decorations,

It was Connolly's first
demonstration and, though it
was mot impressive, it won
headlines in foreign
newspapers, and satisfactonly
showed that not all Ireland
worshipped Queen Victoria.

Cork

A few black flags flew in
Limerick, and one was flown
from the municipal flagstafi of
Cork, after Con O'Lyhane and
his friends stormed the fire
station and tore down the
Union Jack.

In [911 demonstrations
took place against the corona-
tion of King Edward VI and
his impending visit 1o Ireland.

Once again black flags few
flew in Limerick and Kilken-
ny. In Dublin, Countess
Markievicz conducted a
meeting outside the Sinn Fein
office in Harcourt Street
which the police broke up.

Connolly spoke at his usual
stand, Beresiord Place on the
Liffey. He also issued a

L

the Shrewsbury Two in jail,
use the Labour Party to gain
a soft job in Europe. Still | am
told to be patient,

Eighteen years is a long
time to be patient and at last 1
have decided that enough is
cnough.

1t is not easy to break the
links with a party that one has
worked and fought for over a
considerable period of one’s
life.

Nevertheless, I must say to
comrades who still hold the
illusion that a Labour
government will introduce
socialism: how much longer
are you prepared to wait?

To me, the party that has a
consistent record in suppor-
ting workers in struggle and
an exemplary record in the
fight against racialism is the
SWP.

That is why I amnow a
member.
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How they ‘celebrated’
the Jubilee of 1898

Jlabie

manifesto protesting the visit
and urging the workers to
stand by the dignity of your
class.’

He called ‘these parading
royaltics, all this insolent
aristocracy, all these grovell-
ing, dirt-eating  capitalist
traitors . . . signs of discase in
any social state.’

He urged the workersnot to
participate in any form in the
visit, said that every man or
woman ‘should have an equal
opportunity to attain to the
proudest position in the land,'
and ended with a poem
declaring
That the Thinker and the
Worker
Are Manhood's only Kings,

For distributing this
manifesto, Walter
Carpenter, a member of
the Socialist Party of
Ireland, was sentenced to
three months in jail.

A scene from Jubilations,
North West Spanner's 40
minute cabaret for
socials and meetings.

Betty Windsor's been
here for 25 years, yet up
and down the country
thousands of people are
actively engaged in con-
tinuing the shams of
monarchy with jubilee
celebrations.

Get an inside look into
the royal family’s home
life—a fleeting glimpse at
the past 26 years with
guest appearances by
Arthur Greengate, well-
known member of the
TUC national executive
and much more.

Then there's the out-
door show. . .

What has a 15-foot
policeman with a parrot
on his shoulder got to do
with a North Waest

HOW YOU
CAN
CELEBRATE
THE BIG
OCCASION
THIS YEAR

Spanner street show?

In the 25-minute ex-
travaganza, designed
specially for outside per-
formances, a dreaded red

spectacle emerges
triumphant over
everyone.

Can be done anywhere,
anytime—outside the
factory gates, inside if
you can get us in, in the
precincts, parks, backs of
pubs etc.

[] To book Spanner’s
new attraction, phone
them on 061-881 7845 or
Mossley 4627, or write to
Drili Hall, Manchester Rd,
Mosstey, Ashton-u-Lyne,
Lancs,

memorable.

STUFF THE

In celebration of 25 years of arrogant & -

rule by the richest monarch in the world, 2

a set of eight ANTI-JUBILEE

STICKERS. Not in solid silver, but

printed in republican red ard black.
Give your town these stickers, tomake

sure the Queen's jubilee is really

[ £1.50 for 800 {100 of each
design)—£2 if they are to be sent by

post.

FROM Socialist Worker
Recordings, Corbridge Works,
Corbridge Crescent, London E2 9DS,

ANTI-JUBILEE

30 for £1 {£1.50 oy post) A'=kel' o™ 29 A Y,
or £3 for 108 |£4 if by post) ;lt‘»ﬁ.s' & & :
from SW Reoordings, Y4

Corbridge Works,
Carbridge Crescent,
London €2 8DS

POSTERS: Red and black. ~’éﬂ‘ \ “\’%dj‘) \

¥

JUBILEE!

I JUBILEE R
BADGES: Red and black

20p each, tenfor £1.30,50

for £7. 100 for €13, from
Sherrl Yanowitz. 116

Fortune Green Road,

London NWE

CASH WITH ALL ORDERS PLEASE
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The ‘not
so secret’
ballot

1 ARGUED again with our
local polling officer last night
over an ssue that, once you
notice, is hard to accept, and
still harder to convince people
of,

When at the polling station
your name and uddress are
checked in the register, the
number alongside s read out
to the person who issues the
ballot papers (which are in a
book like raffle tickets—stub
and ballot numbered), he
writes your number on the
stub—TF urgue that it might as
well be my name and address!

They don't seem 10 unders-
tand my annovance at this
hypocrisy. to them it is ‘the
systém’ to avoid people yoting
twice and to keep things nice
and tidy. There is no un-
derstanding of the use this
'seeret ballot® could be put
to—even if, as they say, the
papers are destroyed after two
years:

It brings even more into
question the SWP policy on
running candidates at elec-
tions, #s the voters are prac-
tically writing a list for the
Special Branch.

O JOE FLEMING, Lon-
don, SW6.

WARNING: We know what
fascists do to the unions

THE fascist front is again
attempting to infiltrate the
trade unions. They have
announced the setting up
of the ‘National Front
Railwaymen’s Association’
to try and recruit workers
to their cause.

The Nazis are try ing to gain
a base in the unions for their
ends. They do not believe in
the unity and solidarity which
should be the foundation of a
union, they are only interested
in dividing worker against
worker, so doing the bosses’
work for them. -

In 1974 NF members at
Imperial Typewriters in
Leicester scabbed on striking
Asian workers, A year later,

LEFT: Flour for a fascist-
part of the reception the
National Front received when
they held a meeting in a
Gloucester schoaol recenily,

I'M NOT GUILTY=-
BUSES OFFICIAL

YOUR ARTICLE on Partick Gar-
age by W Dolan (30 April) has been
drawn to my attention.

The character assassination does
not surprise me—in fact it is what
many of usexpect from some of your
contributors, However, surely it is
not too much to ask that you get
your ‘facts’ correct occasionally.

The negotiations and agreement
which were accepted by the members
of the Partick garage was carried out
by Partick garage representatives

District

the Glasgow
Committee.

All the conditions asked for by
Partick Committee were met, It
might have been made clear by your
contributor that no redundancies
were involved.

I must also point out that the
article claims I attended two garages
and got them to reverse their
decision of support for Partick.

This is untrue. 1 did not visit any

Passenger

garages on my return from Rothesay
to discuss Partick garage. In fact at
that stage there was no decision by
any garage to go on strike in support
of Partiek.

In conclusion | might point out
that the Glasgow Passenger District
Committee (which comprises a shop
steward from each garage in
Glasgow) has unanimously con-
demned the article by W Dolan as
completely inaccurate and deplores
the attack on myself.

O HUGH WYPER, Glasgow G2.

" T
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RAISE

OK under Small

ORDER FORM

order to value of - - - =
NAME: . o saisin

SEND THIS FORM TO:

e

INSTANTLY

A guarranteed £13 clear on a £2 outlay. Our [
pocket-size punchboards will raise quickly the
much-needed funds for your local Right to Work
Campaign, rank and file trade union organisation,
or branch of the Socialist Workers Party.

It contains 600 tickets at 5p each, with 43
winning numbers. Takes in £30—pays out £15,
winnings paid on the spot, The board only costs you
£2, so you make at least £13 clear.
Lotteries Act—no
problems. Easier, faster and better tharvr raffles or
draw tickets. Give it a try—you can’t lose.

Please send by retuen post - - -
each postage includad, Enclosed lotal cheque/postal

Socialist Worker (Punchboards), 6- -
Cottons Gardens, London E2.

WILLY DOLAN REPLIES:
IF the article is 'completely
maccurate’ then presumably
Partick Garage is still open,
and the campaign waged by
the busmen never took place,

[ can assure you, Hugh
Wyper, that my article was
very kind of you had you
actually been in the vicinity of
Partick Garage on the day of
the meeting—it . might have
been more than your character
that was assassinated.

What vou were called from
the platform of the meeting -1
thought it should be left out of
my article.

If the account of what
happened s wrong, then the
whale of thal mass meeting
has misjudged your role—
unfortunately you weren't
there to explain it to your
members

The agreement you speak of
was indeed negotiated by the
Partick Committee, and seven
points were agreed. but that
would only come mto opera-
tion jf the garage closed. After
all. the busmen still had the
court hearing to come and
were still fighting the closure

FUNDS

legal

punchboards, price £2

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, Again there were no
......................... reduncancics—|  never in-
.............. ferred otherwise, But | did

make clear in this and other
TepoTts that when the
garage closed, job oppor-
tunities would be lost.

The busmen’s district com-
mittee  support  you—that's
only  fitting. after all they
voted weeks ago Lo accept the

Ask the Partick
workers, Mr Wyper

closure of Partick provided
they got a *written promise’ of
no further closures,

It was raised from the flaor
at 4 mass meeting of the
Partick busworkers that the
next district committee should
be picketed. Unfortunately for
the Partick workers this was
never taken up.

The district committee have
nothing to-be proud of — this is
the second garage closure in
just over a year, will a ‘written
promise’ save a third?

Sandy Busby, from the

Partick Garage Committee,
toid me: *It's ondy natural that
Wyper will deny this—the
report 15 accurate —1'm just
sick of the whole thing,’

What a pity, Hugh, that you
didn't write w Socialist
Worker, or any other paper on
the left, urging support for the
busworkers in the dispute, 1
hear you are asking how | got
the story. The answer is
simple: 1 was at Partick
Carage—you were not,

O WILLY DOLAN,
Glasgow,

when the bosses ¢ the
factory, they were nowfiere to
be seen, but their racialism
had so divided the workers
that a fight agsinnt the closure
was not possible.

These nazis have nothing to
say about the real problems
workers face,

22
What has Gernld Camp, an
EETPU shop steward at

Metal Box, Leicester, got to
say about the Social Contract?
Nothing—he just complains
about the blacks—but last
year his racialism almost got
him on to Leicester Council,

What does Gerald Harper, a
NUPE steward at Stafford
Hospital, say about fighting
the cuts? Nothing—and this
time, in a branch hallot, the
members voted to get rid of
him because being a Nazi was
incompatible with being »
good trade unionist.

This is what should be done

Write to
Letters,
Socialist
Worker,
Corbridge
Works,
Corbridge
Crescent
London E2

Conkers
to the
Queen

THE Queen’s Jubilee
Award Fund Appeal has
touched the hearts (and
pockets) of the staff at this
college. Donations so far
include: used betting slips,
a tin of catfood, and ‘'my
best conkers and string’.

I'm glad to say the SW
appeal did rather better,

[J BRIAN ROSE, Moston
College of Further Educa-
tion, Manchester

The protest
could backfire

THE local elections show
many people have voted
against the government’s
cuts by voting for Conser-
vatives, As a form of protest
it can only backfire; since
thay will now cut services
with a viciousness they
would not dare to use if their
own party was in power

| can only hope this will
have beneficial effects in
stirring those whose
traditional allegiance has
been to the Labour Party and
have gone along with the
policies of cuts believing
that it was all for the good of
the country, We are enter-
ing 8 crucial stage in the
fight against the cuts.

O ROGER PRICE,
Knighton, Leicester.

LOW-PAID? DEMAND £15

THE World in Action televi-
sion team recently exposed the
plight of the lower-paid
workers in Britain. While
watching | began to think
about how best the lower paid
could tackle the fight for
higher wages.

Rapidly you realise thattoa
large extent the fight is an
ideological one. The idea, for
instunce, that the Heathrow
engineers or the Leyland
toolroom workers should hold
back in order to let the lower
paid catch up is basically
misguided.

And if the suggestions of
Scanlon are taken up by the
TUC about a new round of

wage restraint, then the lower
paid will most definitely be
worse off,

According to the Financial
Fimes (2 May), Philips and
Drew, the stockbroker firm,
expect an increase in retail
prices in 77/78,

This would mean to me a
pay increase next January of
£3 after tax, while I'really need
at least £15 now just to catch
up with the last two yearsdrop
in my living standards.

At the moment | take home
£28.23 for working as a shop
assistant in a new supermarket
just opened up in Dundee,
Asda Superstores, a sub-
sidiary of Associated Dairies.

In 1975 they made record
profits of £9.968,000 before
tax. In the same year their
12,000 workers got an average
of £4 each extra in their hands

The confidence among the
200 workers in my store to
stand up and say stuff the
Social Contract doesn't yet
exist, That’s one reason why |
support the Heathrow and
Leviand toolroom workers—
because they are prepared to
stand up and fight. If powerful
groups like these can smash
wage restraint, then the lower
paid may gain the confidence

O JIM BARLOW, shop
sleward convenor, General
and Municipal Workers

about the Nazis. No union can
afford to have in it members
who are actively trying to huve
a section of the membership
thrown out of the country (not
just the union)!

These people don't want the
unions to he fighting
organisations of working
people—tihey just want to use
them as a rung on their ladder
to power, just as they did in
Nazi Germany, Once the
Nazis got to power there the
unions were outlawed.

The problems we face—
unemployment, cuts, wage
freezes—are clear and we must
be organising a fight back
against them. In this situation
the racinlist mutterings of the
National Front are dangerous,
divisive nonsence which cun
only distract us from the real
fight.
0O WAYNE ASHER.

I AM NOT a regular reader of
Sacialist Worker but boughta
copy of last week's issue

Of particular interest was
the article on page |1 about
British Airways, This con-
tained some inaccuracies and
false assumptions which you
may like me o correct,

You are right of course in
saying that the Concorde
sometimes carries very few
passengers. But you have to
look at the picture as a whole.

Qur loads to Washintgton
have been consistently high
frequently in the nineties in
percentage  terms—and  we
have every reason to believe it
witl be the same when we
operate 10 New York. | oads
to Bahrain have fallen off but,
like all travel, the business is
seasonal

| can't think where you got
vou figure of £96 million as the
cost of our adyertising. 1t is
wildly inaccurate and
overstates  the actual hy
several hundred per cent!

[ can understand your
criticism of our arrangements
whereby  we  restrict  the
number of seats that are
available for sale an our flights
to and from Miami, 1 won't
bore-vou with the niceties of
international law but I'm sure
vou'll accept'it from me that
the capacity, i.¢. number of
scats available for sale, and the
frequency of operation are
matters that fall within the
power of governmental
authoritics

Na one in British Airways
likes waste and bureaucracy
any more than vou do but you
haven't been very gpecific in
your reference to it in British
Airways, In fact you couldn’t
have chosen a worse example
than that of the Concorde
project team.

I'his actually consists of a
tiny number of people (less
than half a dozen)

With your final point (cons
cerning  the  costliness  of
manufacturers’ spares) there
will be a lot of sympathy from
those who run the airlines,

You must remember
however that every spare fitted
in an aircraft must by law
carry an airworthingss ap-
proval. ‘And as far as the
warranty s concerned |
believe the position would be
the same for your new motor
car if you did a do-it-yourself
job on it or replaced the big
ends with a cheaper product of
someone else’s manufacture,

0O BERNARD WOOD,
Secretary and Legal Direc-
tor, British Irways,
Heathrow

O Whar do readers of SW
on  Heathrow think?  Send
replies 1o Soctalist Worker,
Corbridge Works, Corbridge
Crescent, London F2.



SOCIALIST WORKER 21 May 1877 13

PAGE THIRTEEN

THE ONLY government ever
to challenge the oil
monopolies seriously was the
revolutionary workers’
government that took power
in Russia in October 1917,

In his extremely useful book on
the oil multinationals, The Seven
Sisters, recently published as a
paperback, Anthony Sampson
tells this marvellous tale:

Exxon's dealings with the
revolutionary Soviet regime revealed
a good deal of the political naivety
and arrogance of the oilmen, and
conjured up for the first time the
spectre which was later to haunt the
industry round the world—
nationalisation.

Pick up

At the time of the Revolution in
1917 Russia was producing about 15
per cent of the world’s oil; a third of
her oil was controlled by the Nobel
Brothersand Shell controlled some of
the rest.

After the October Revolution there
was chaos and Bolsheviks rebelled in
the oilfields. Qilmen rushed to the
scene, hoping to pick up bargains
from the confusion, and Teagle (hoss
of Exxon) was approached by the
Nobel Brothers (who despeérately

When a workers’
government took on

the o1l barons

wanted American diplomatic sup-
port) to buy half their interest,

While Exxon and the Nobels were
still discussing terms, the Red armies
seized all the oil properties, but
astonishingly, - Exxon continued
negotiating: as Teagle calmly explain-
ed, there was ‘no altemative but for us
to accept the risk and make the
investment at this time.’

After consulting John D.
Rockefeller 11 and the State Depart-
ment (who would not promise
diplomatic support) Teagle made an
agreement in July 1920 to buy out the
Nobels with £11.5 million dollars
paid secretly through a Swiss com-
pany to disguise Exxon's ownership.

The agreement, the company
historigns admit, ‘appears (o have
been one of the most iil-considered
ever made” by the company.

While Teagle and the Exxon board
waited expectantly for the collapse of
the Bolsheviks, the Red Army

remained. Teagle was soon in the
quandary that would 5o often repeat
itself in the oil industry.

On the one hand he was righteously
indignant about the Communists'
expropriation: ‘the one fundamental
thing about Communists that we
need to know, and that so many
generally overlook, is that the Com-
munists repudiate the civilised code
of ethics . ..

Compensation

On the other hand the Russians
were now busily producing oil,
offering it at cut prices, and Exxon's
competitors including Shell and BP
were trying 1o make deals with the
Soviets. The nightmare loomed of
Exxon's FEuropean markets being
flooded with cheap ofl as Exxon had
flooded Shell's markets in the past,

Eventually in July 1922 Teagle and
Deterding with representatives of

fourteen other oil companies met in
London to try to form a United Fromt
to insist on compensation from the
Soviets. But Teagle quite rightly did
not trust Deterding, and just after the
policy was published, Deterding
began secretly to buy large quantites
of Russian oil, which he sold in the
Far East to undercut another of the
sisters, Mobil.

Teagle, as he made clear in worried
memos, was increasingly torn. Rus-
sian oil began flowing into Europe.
The more other companies made
deals with Moscow the less effective
were Exxon’s demands for compen-
sation. ’

The diplomatic atmosphere
became more conciliatory after Bri-
tain recognised Soviet Russia in
February 1924, At last Teagle and
most of the board came round to
reality.

Teagle met again with Deterding,
and they agreed to form a joint
company ‘for the restoration of the
Russian oil industry’. For the next
two vears they went on arguing with
the Russians, who at one time even
promised some compensation,

But eventually the talks were
broken off by Teagle's insistence on
more money, and by sudden indigna-
tion from Deterding: ‘I feel that
evervbody will regret at some time' he
burst out in January 1927, ‘that we
have anything to do with these
robbers,’

will mean to you and me

FROM the oil rigs and
platforms in the North
Sea to the yards where
the rigs and platforms
are constructed im-
mense profits are be-
ing made.

For some there is an oil
boom, But not for the
workers on these projects.

The boom is strictly for the
directors and shareholders of
Shell, BP, Conoco, Philips
Petroleum and the rest.

They sit back in plush offices
and luxurious homes and ¢ount
the spoils of other people’s labour.

The price the workers pay by
contrast is enormous. It lays low
the myth which Jim Callaghan,
Anthony Wedgwood Benn and
many another like to retail.

Dubious

The myth that North Sea Oil
will save us all, solve all ‘our’
problems and revitalise the
economy.

It will do nothing of the kind.

| have had the dubious privilege
of being able to observe the great
o1l boom at close yuarters.

For some time | worked in the
Methil Rig Yard building rigs.
The boom didn't last long and |
was sacked, alongside my com-
rades, for resisting redundancy
and refusing to work in dangerous
conditions,

After that bitter experience and
a spell of unemployment I worked
far some time out at sea on one of
those hellish rigs where the big
money is supposed to he made
and where, really, dreams and
people die,

I've seen the glory of the
great ofl boom at first hand.

And it huris.

It hurt me most on & rig out in
the North Sea, One of .my co-
workers was killed, It is our time-
honoured practice in the con-
struction industry to stop work
for a day if one of our workmates
is killed.

Multinational

It may not be very much, But it
is a mark of respect and defiance.
When this young man died in
an incident only too typical of the
way the multinational oil com-
panies squander life, we moved to
stop work.
ut our masters insisted that
production should go on. Unfor-
tunately that proposal found
favour with a good many of the
lads on the rig, workers from
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JOHN ‘Red Adair’ ROBERTSON

Germany and the United States
who have sadly been deprived of
the same trade union traditions.

I'he North Sea Oil Boom has
ont theme and one theme alone to
it—the remorseless pursuit of
profit. Let me start ‘On shore’ and
talk about the vards where the rigs
are built,

Resistance

At Kishorn, workers are out in
all weathers, for the sake of a few
extra pounds. This agreement was
reached with the treachery of the
trade unmion hierarchy in con-
nivance with the employers.

Any resistance has resulted in
the yarious sub-contractors pay-
ing people off and then after a
period, re-employing more
workers.

The price paid on this sitc has
been the loss of a basic trade
union right to ‘cabin-up’ in
adverse weather (which took long
vears to establish in the construc-
tion industry) and leaving
workers open to unsafe working
conditions by working on wet
steel,

At Nigg Bay vard the story is
even worse. Up until two years
ago, the only accommodation
available Jlocally (besides a
miniature camp housing about
100 men) was two ex-Greek liners

with roughly 450 men in each.

Workers had to sleep four to a
small cabin with no proper ven-
tilation. There was no safety
drill—just a take-it-or-leave-it
attitude from the main employers,
Highland Fabricators (another
name for the Brown Root firm
that built the Tiger Cages in
Vietnam.)

Conditions were
atrocious, And the wages for
the workers who, in the main
had travelled hundreds of
miles on false promises, were
rubbish.

In a4'4 year period hundreds of
workers who had gone up to Nigg
Bay stayed an average of two or
three weeks and threw it in,
through sheer disgust.

Even now, workers at Nigg are
being blackmailed that if they do
not accept a more savage agree-
ment they will not get the new
order that is being placed there,

Erosion

The price being paid on this
site is similar to Kishorn—a
gradual ecrosion of basic trade
union rights and standards.

Most yards are in their death
throes. Predictably, no provision
has been made to provide any

alternative work for the local
labour, There will just be huge
holes left in the ground where
these sites stood.

On the oil rigs and platforms it
is even worse. There is little or no
union organisation. Safety is a
sick joke and the iron fist of the
employers reigns supreme.

The injury rate is far above that
in the construction industry on
shore {and that is scandalous
enough). The fatality rate is
horrifying.

Most workers generally do a 12
to 15 hour shift depending on
what rig you are on. If you do not
do these hours you are told in no
uncertain terms to fuck off,

They put you on a helicopter
home and wheel in a more pliable
tvpe of person. A man working
these sort of hours after several
days gets tired and a tired worker
is a dangerous one on these rigs.

Hilt

There have been several
attempts to set up unions on the
rigs but all have failed because the
hierarchy of the unions concerned
would not back up their members
to the hilt.

i? and large they sold them out
by doing nothing. And the length
of the blacklist for offshore
workers is notoriously long.

Wages are far from being great
after tax. And considering the
deprivation of normal life, etc,
they are in general a scandal:
average hourly rate between £2.50
and £3, with the wages of two
weeks on having to cover two
weeks off,

The oil boom, as far as any
worker is concerned, is a
boom only for big businesy
corporations  and  large
shareholders whose greed
and lust for profits surpasses
all human barriers,

The long list of mutilated
bodies and the list of deéad ones
does not mean anything to these
mercenarics of the capitalist de-
human society.

The kidology of the present
government that shortly we will
all benefit from the proceeds of
the oil boom is typical rarified
horseshit.

Big business will keep their half
of the profit and provide no
investment for other industries
and the government will waste the
other half on arms spending and

the like, whereas it could be put to
use by providing jobs for nearly
two million uncmployed.

The Scottish National Party are
saying to the people of Scotland,
‘But it is vour oil,’ to ensnare more
supporters.

But the SNP know that even if
they were voted in tomorrow, the
British government would not
give up their half and likewise the
Amenican companies would say if
YOU can get over our army, navy
and airforce, only then could you
have it.

While we live under a capitahst
system, the only boom the
workers of Britain can expect to
witness is the boom made by the
share index as profits rise to even
more staggering limits—and the
living conditions of the workers
worsen and the dole queues grow
longer.

The First Shop

Add 16p for Postage,
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OCCUPIED!

S E LONDON:
workers have occupled
the British Steel Rein-
forcements factory in
Greenwich In defence
of six sacked workers,
includlngp the shop
steward, Paul Lutener,
and seven others who
were suspended for five
days.

The factory s one of four

i closure by British
Steel. Two are in
Greenwich.

At the same time, five
local hospitals are being
closed. Paul Lutener ex-
plained: ‘We 1ook strike
action on 11 May, to link
our fight over the proposed
closure with the same cuts
that are threatening our
health service.

‘Two days before the
strike, Roebuck, ithe
manager, told us dis-
ciplinary action would be
taken if we went out.

Notices and
meetings

Notices for this column:
must be posted to arrive by’
first post the Monday before
publication. We cannot take
them vver the phone. Send
CASH WITH COPY (10p a
word) te Classified Socialist
Worker, Corbridge Works,
Corbridge Crescent, London
E£2 808 No invosces can be
sent,

POUTICAL CENSORSHIP—an in-
ternational perspective. Panel in
cludes Jen Kavan (Czechasiovak
stugéant lsader), Eric Abraham-{South
African journalist, axibed 1976),
Carlos  Fortin {nominated Chilean
Ambassador 1o US undar Allends).
Thursday 26 May, Tpm, ICA, Nash
House,  Tha Mall, London, SW1
Admission 8sp

WHICH WAY FOR THE CHARTER
CAMPAIGN? WWCC matioral con-
ferance, weekend 21-22 May, City
University, St Johns Street,

EC1. Cregentials from 1a Camberwell
Gra\ét-. London, SES. Phone 01-701
43173.

AEMEMBER SOWETO! 16 June
1976 DEMONSTRATE on 18
June 1977, Assemble Speakers
Cornar, 1 pm. Rally Bullring 3pm.
Called by Nnbonal Union  of
Students, su, the National
Union of Scl ool Sru nte and the
Anti-Apartheld Movement. Contaet
NUS International Dept, 3 Endslesgh
Street, London WC1 [phone 01-38
1277 tor detsils and publicity
matarial:

Socialist Medical Association Con.
ference on THE FUTURE OF QUR
DENTAL SERVICES: Saturday 28
May, 9 30am-5.30pm, Unity House,
Euston Rosd, Lordon NW1 {opposita
Eusian station) £3 fae. Datails phone
01-455 9621

BRITISH INVOLVEMENT IN
IRELAND - and tha conssquences
of a withdrawal Britigh Peace Com
mitiee Conlarence, weekend 2829
May Central Londaon Palytechnic
Detsils fram BPC, B4 Claverton
Strees, London SW1 BIAX,

DERRY IRISH FRONT public
meeting: Thursday 26 May, 7.30pm
Corway Hall, Rad Lion Sguare near
Halborn tube), Landon W1

TROOPS OUT MOVEMENT

FORUM: First of 8 monthly series of

educational lorums organised jointly
*North and North Waest London
s of the Troops Oul Move-

mant Frday 20 May,. 7.30pm, The
Roebuck. Totlenham Court Read,
London  WC1  [Fuston end). The

oyalst Stoppage—\What Happened?
Speakal Gery Lawless

WOMEN AND WORK 1977
Warkars Educationsl Association
school. Saturday 28 May, 10am-
dpm, YMCA Great Russal Sires
andan. Speakers. Philippa Langtan
Sarah Banlon, Sally Groves

~nalists at  the

Greenwich

steelworkers take

over plant

after BSC sack six

‘In the light of
management’s threat only
one voted against the
strike.'

Feeling against the cuts
swelled into a massive day
of action on the 11th.
Workers from every
hospital were joined by
workers from four fac-
tories who struck for the
day, including Greenwich
Reinforcements.

They were Joined by
school bus drivers, school

keepers, local authority
workers, teachers and
students.

The next day, management
acted on their threat.

An occupation was
launched—and on Mon-

ALBION WORKERS %/

day it staged a meeting of
local workplace delegates
which was attended by
John Deason, Secretary of
the National Right to Work
Campaign.

The meeting called for a
mass picket outside the
factory on Wednesday 25
May, at 8.30am, which will
then picket BSC head-
guarters at 11.30am.

[0 Messages of support
and donations to:
Greenwich Rein-
forcemenis  Occupation
Commitiee, 90 River Way,
Greenwich, London SE10.
Phone 01-858 1390/1380.

FIGHT LOCK-OUT

SMETHWICK: More than
200 engineering workers at
Albion Bottles are fighting on
against a lockout imposed
because they struck against
the Social Contract on 20
'\Prll

Benson, district secretary of
the Engineering Union in
West Birningham, has made
excuses for not defending the
workers.,

This rat stated in the local
press that the men had
brought it upon themselves
and there were extremists at

Stewards
act over

scab official

GARSTANG, Lancs: The
strike at Laings Water Treat-
ment Site, now in its ninth
week, 15 still unofficial because
of opposition from one man,
Eric Hughes, the regional
secretary  of the building
workers union, UCATT,

A telex message from
Hughes to the management
saying there is no dispute has
been duplicated and used to
induce scabs to cross the
picket line.

But the strike remains
strong. There was another
mass picket on Monday,

Shop stewards will take
disciphnary action against
Hughes. The strikers want a
collective bonus and a 40-hour
week,

Journalists

lock out

WEST LONDON: 16 jour-
Middlesex
Chronicle in Hounslow have
been locked out,

The chapel (office branch}
has been in dispute over time
off for evening and weskend
working, Mecanwhile the

editor took on more staff—on

his own terms— betore the
negotiation procedure  was
finished

When the National Union
of Journalists members took
action, they were locked out,

25 TOTTENHAM STREET {at Charotte St ), W 1 637-9308)9

A SENSE OF LOSS: Marcel Ophuls’ staggering
documentary on Northern Ireland—a film rejected by
the BBC for being 'pro-Irish’. Friday 27 May—

Thursday 2 June, 8.45pm.

IWAS, | AM, IWILLBE and THE TIGER POUNCED
AND KILLED, BUT HE'LL DIE; Two powerful films
on Chile, Sunday 29 May, 3pm, and Wednesday 1
June and Thursday 2 June, Spm.

the back of it.

It’s quite true, there were
extremists  behind it - the
management  who denied
workers the right to strike,

The district commiliee
voted by 13 to |1 not to make
the dispute official.
Management's latest move has
been to advertise for workers.

0O Donations and
messages of support to
Strike committee treasurer,
P McGowan, 66 Gravelly
Hill, Erdington, Blir-
mingham 23.

BLOW FOR CHAPPLE
AS ELECTRICIANS

SHAKE THE JIB

S. YORKSHIRE: After
ten weeks, the 22
electricians at the
Dinnington Collier
site have won their
strike in the teeth of
opposition from their
general secretary,
Frank Chapple.

They were demanding a
35p increase in the hourly
rate.

The employers, Hall and
Kay, have agreed to pay the
increase and have now written
to the Joint lndustrial Board,
which oversees wages in the
industry, seeking approval

Regard

This now leaves the way
clear for every contracting
electrician working on a small
site to put in a claim for a 35p
special dispensation order to
the JIB.

Dinnington has forced a
crack in the door. Other
sparks can now force it wide
open.

This victory was achieved
against  an intransigent
employer who tried to dis-
credit the strikers with claims
of misuse of money,

It is also a victory achieved
in the face of the official
structure of the electricians
union,

According 1o union rules,

HARTLEPOOL: 220
women are op strike at the
Fashion Industries
clothing factory over a £10
wage cut,

The firm was recently
taken over by Blackman
and Conrad, who then
claimed that the piecework
rdte was wrong,

They cuat it from £2.20
for every 100 garments to
£1.85—and the women
immediately walked out.

Management are taking
on new workers “‘i'h a
promisc of £36 a week,

By Anne Hansen and
Pat Gallagher

One new employee realised
the lies she had been told
when she only taok home
£1B. Next day she asked to
join the picket,

The women, who have
been sacked, are picketing
every day to stop the scabs
arriving and to stop work
coming out and going to
onc of Fashion Industries’
other tactories at Blackhall
eight miles away.

The women at Blackhall

—WOMEN STRIKE OVER PAY CUT—

heid a meeting and decided
they would not do the
work sent _from
Hartlepool,

Now they are also
threatened with a cut in

pay.

The women from
Hartlepool are deter num,d
to win. Shop steward Suc'
Gordon mld Saciabist
Warker; *We've had stop-
pages and lockouts six
tunes. in the fast vear and
gone bhack with nothing,
but this time we're sticking
1o it)

the men were instructed back
to' work,

Frank Chapple, general
secretary, described the strike
as ‘political' and said he
couldn't help because of the

Social Contract.

The Dinnington lads knew,

they had to rely on rank and
file EETPL members to win

From the beginning, strike
bulletins were produced to

Rank and File Contact
Conference Against the JIB
Saturday 28 May, Memorial Hall, Sheffield.
Chairman: Billy Williams, (Cardiff EETPU).
Leaflets and further details from 265a Seven
Sisters Road, London, N4.

explain their case to other
workers,

Support was won from sites
and factories all over the
country,

The victory is the first step
towards uniting rank and file
EETPU members in a fight
against the stranglehold of the
JIB on wages and conditions.

There are real signs of the
growi g anger in the contrac-
ting industry against the JIB.
The rank and file conference
against the JIB on 28 May is
the next step.

That's why the Dinnington

strikers have been publicising
the conference.

We want
the right
to join
a union!

By Barry Moroney,
AUEW shop steward,
Desoulters, Hendon

N W LONDON: 150
Enginecring Union
members at Desoutters -
one of Britain’s main
suppliers of industrial air

tools—have struck for
unon recognition,
Machine shop workers-

walked out on Friday when
management refused to meet
shop stewards over a
gricvance.

Time and again, victimisa-
tion and blacklisting have
been used to crush any
attempts at unjon organisa-
tion.

But this time our members
are determined to win, A mass
meeting voted unanimously
on Monday to stay out until
management agreed to
negotiate with our stewards.

The  maching shop has
almost 100 per cent union
membership.  With  order
books [ull, the Hendon fac-
tory is at u standstill.

Stewards at nearby CAVs
have agreed not to maintain
Desoutters drlls and airguns,
used throughout the factory.
With this kind of rank and file
support and strong effective
picketing, we shall win

00 Donations and
messages ol support o
Desoutlers AUEW shop
stewards committee, c/o 10
Yewfield Road, London,
NW10.

ANOTHER
BATTLE ON
THE GRAIN

ISLE OF GRAIN, Kent: 36
members of the construction
section of the engineering
umon employed by Dyers on
the Isle of Grain Power Sta-
tion site have been on unof-
ficial strike for two weeks.

During the six-month strike
by Babcock and Wilcox men
last year, the Dyers workers
were laid off but were promis-
ed they would be taken back as
soon as the strike ended,

Dvers refused to take 16 of
the men back until six weeks
later.

While Laings and Cleveland
Bridge have paid compensa=
tion to the men laid off, Dyers
have refused,

Dyers have also said they
want 1o mrenegotiate a  new
bonus scheme, while the men

want to use the one in opera-
tion before the Babcock and
Wilson strike.

The men are also deman-
ding a decent redundancy
scheme.

Printers come

under attack

HOUSE of Commons
parliamentary papers are be-
mg printed by blackleg labour
while 300 printers in NGA and
NATSOPA have been laid off
by the Government printers
HMSO.

I'wo weeks ago, on the same
day that Parliament was
debating whether to split up
the St. Stephens Press into
two  separate  printshops,
management  escalated  a
trivial dmpmc over the pay-
ment of onc hour's overtime
into a mass layoff,

The workers now believe
that this dispute was,
deliberately engineered by the
HMSO to back up their
argument that the St
Stephens Press is ‘too large to

mmmﬁd.e
O ssages of support
and financial donations to:
NGA and NATSOPA joint
strike committee, Sti.
Stephens Press, Pocock St,
London, SE1.



Burton’s

sackings

CAN be
fought

BURTON'S, Britain's
largest tailoring firm, have
announced that 1430
workers in Leeds,
Warrington and Bolton are
to lose their jobs in August
and that 77 shops will be
closed.

The news came as the firm
published its annual balance

" sheet showing losses of £34

million, resulting from
‘changes in fashion from suits
to casuals and the extended
hot summer of 1976’
Workers are expected to

‘draw the conclusion that the

sackings are bevond the direc-
tors' control and that, regret-
tably, nothing can be done,

A closer look at the com-
pany records, however, tells
some interesting tales.

Voted

In the last ten years, Bur-
ton’s have neyer shown a loss,
amassing more than £50
million in profits, much of
which has been deliberately
turned away from investment
in new manufaclurmg
processes and into property
speculation.

The current company
report also shows that the 11
directors voted themselves a

y increase of £61.000 or
2‘5’,500 cach. So much for the
Social Contract!

But the workers can save
their iobs

H they refuse to accept
cvory redundancy and re-
ject every move to remove
machlmty

they unite

ﬂuou hou! the Burtons

ufacturing sector to

Iorm a joint rank and flle
aclion commitiee

O If the tailoring workers
sel up links with the shop
workers

O If they campaign for
solldarity amonF the
thousands of clothing
workers in Leeds and other
towns Y

O i they demand
nationalisation of the whole
enterprise,

Police raid
workers’
homes

HARLOW: Police armed
with search warrants recently
raided the homes of four
warchousemen from the jocal
depot of International Stores,
They were looking for stolen
goods, but found nothing.

The reaction” of all the
workers was immediate. Next
mormngthcy all stopped work
and ‘occupied’ the canteen,
refusing to work until
management gave an explana-
tion and an apology, as well as
compensation to the men for
disrupting their evenings and
an assurance that it would not
happen again.

Management later agreed to
send letters of apology and to
have further talks with the
Union,

Search

Shop steward Bert Chalk
was angry about the incident
He said that at no time had
management hinted that any
stock was missing, and that
they even had an agreement
where a company-run security
firm could stop and search any
workers or their cars coming
out of the depot,

Harlow Trades Council is
taking up the case, and
Harlow MP Stan Newens has
agreed to look into it.

International Stores i part
of the mighty British
American Tobacco Company,
dand in the opinion of some of
the depot workers, the long
arm of BAT was used to get
the search warants in an
effort to try to break the
strength of the union.
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Kettering: [ts nearly over...

KETTERING: Total vic-
tory in the 24-week lock-
out of journalists was
only a signature away
this week.

Then East Midiands
Allied Press management
ratted on the deal.

A settlement drawn up by
Bill Keys, general secretary
of the printworkers union,
SOGAT, was accepled ver-
hall{l v{ management and

ational Union of Jour-
nalists.

I gave the NUJ chapel at
Ketlering everything they
had been asking for, in-
cluding the recognition that

LAIRD PORTCH: WE

resignations from the union
by nine scabs were Invalid.

NUJ  disciplinary
procedures against the
nine were to be completed
by 31 August and if they
wanted to leave after that a
meeting of the TUC’s Prin-
ting Industries Committee
would be called.

Scabs

Instead of sticking to the
deal, management placed
another condition on it—
lhatblt be accepted by the

Having encou 1ho

‘nine to defect a

EAST KILBRIDE: The 400 equal pay strikers at
Laird Portch voted unanimously last Friday to
continue and spread their four-week-old strike for

¢qual pay.

160 workers from two Kilmarnock factories in the same
Jaeger chain who walked out in support two weeks ago

are still out on strike.

The Tailor and Garment Workers Union are refusing to

support the action.

Pat Walker and Irene Nisbet, from the Kilmarnock factory,

told Socialist Worker:

‘We are entitled to cqual pay. We take home £23 a week for 40
hours. That’s why we voted four to one to come out on strike with

East Kilbride,

The East Kilbride strikers are demanding parity with unskilled
male workers in the factory, The company have been fobbing

them off since January 1976.

Ellen Nicklin, convenor at
East Kilbride, said: 'If we win
our claim, it could blow the lid
off the clothing industry,
which has lot of women on low
wages and workmg in terrible
conditions.’

Spread

The clothing Manufac-
turers Federation know this,
That's why they don’t want
Jaeger or any of the other
firms in the industry, to give

in. =

They are prepared to back
the company to the hilt to
make sure that the women are
forced back to work and that
the fight for equal pay doesn't
spread,

The parent firm, Coats-
Paton, employ 27,000 workers
in Britain. That's why they
want to smash the East
Kilbride and Kilmarnock
strikes.

This fight must be taken up
throughout the trade union
movement,

AGAINST
LT

THE CUTS
AR ATEY

PART of the 10,000
strong demonstration in
London against the cuts.

With 50,000 out, it was
the biggest strike in Lon-
don since the one against
the Industrial Relations
Actin 1970. But the BBC
didn’t even mention it.

The strike brought into
action people who haven’t
been out before such as
womén kitchen staff and
school cleaners,

If a school caretaker is
on strike, the school
automatically closes. But
when al/l the ‘kitchen
ladies’ are out, this is not
the case.

So without solidarity
action by the other unions
in the school, espécially
the NUT, the women’s
strike would have had
little impact,

At my school, we had to
get'the school closed. The
first step was to set up a
picket.

The two NUPE
technicians and all the
‘“*~hen staff decided to
picket in the morning. The
NUT, which should have

supported them on full pay
for six months, EMAP was
forced to sell them out,

To the management’s
public humiliation, the nine
refused to accept Keys'
deal.

So the NUJ chapels are
still locked out and not
being paid.

They are demanding an
Immediate meeting of the
unlon's executive to step up
pressure on these double-
crossing employers.

That includes nationa!
blacking of Press Associa-
tion copy, of EMAP con-
tract printing, and selective
area sitrikes® among

Newspaper Soclety jour-
nalists, who have given
tremendous support fto
Kettering.

Six couragecus members
of the printworkers union,

the NGA, have refused fora

week fo cross journalists’

picket lines.

Honour

Their action is forcing the
NGA Nailional Councll 1o
actl. A motion from the Mid-
County Branch Commitiee
calls for an instruction to all
members at Kettering to
honour picket lines.

Warehouses in London,

which handle EMAP
magazines, are agal i
asked 1o bl’ad( thomr” 5o
Journalists from Ketter-
ing visiled the Grunwicks
picket line this week with a

- £50 donation. They are now

trying to link the two dis-
putes by organising sup-
port for Grunwicks,

Coples of the lockout
committee's leaflet, which
should be disiributed to all

rintworkers, are available

rom:

NUAAW Offices,
Cattlemarket, Ketiering,
Northants. Kettering
516145.

FIGHT ON

HOW WE CAN HELP THEM WIN

O Raise money for the
strike. Send i, with
messages of support to
Ellen Nicklin, 153 Leeward

Circle, Westwood, East

Kilbride, Glasgow.

O Join this Saturday's
picket of Jaegers organised
by Women's Voice and the

By C Rosenberg, NUT
Hackney Downs School

instructed its membaers to
join the strike but didn’t,
asking them not to cross
the picket line. So_the
school closed.

Every single ‘kitchen
lady’ was on the picket
together with the NUPE
technicians, some
teachers, and a GLC Staff
Association Officer.

A flying picket was sent

to another school where,
as @
teachers stayed out, leav-

mistress to cope with all
the children,

back the
cheers from all,

Right To Work Campalign at
‘Oxford Circus in London,
10.30am.

' O Approach all Coats-
Patons workers in your area

for blacking of work nor-
mally done by the factories
on sirike and other solidari-
ty action

result, the NUT

the scabbing Head-
The picket also turned
dustcart to

The strike created a

situation wa’'ve never had
before in our school—real
fellow-feeling and unity
between the different sec-
tions.

Members of the strike
commiftee are prepared to
travel to other factories to
put their case. Phone John-
ny Miller, 041-221 3426.

Womens Voice sup-
poriers should organise
street meetings in support.

Strike

LANARKSHIRE: The public
employees  union, NUPE,
have called out cleaners and
janitors throughout the coun-
ty.

About 25 schools are
affected and the strike is going
to spread.

Some headmasters have
asked pupils to clean up and so
act as scabs. Pupils must take
a stand against this.

The role of the EIS, the
main teachers union, has been
scandalous, The leadership
have warned teachers who
refuse to cross the picket line
not to expect any support if
victimised.

The strikers and pickets are
confident. 200 of them
picketed the City Chambers to
show their opposition to these
cuts.

But they need support from -

all workers,

O £7 for one year

O £3.50 for six months

' [J £1.75 for three months

to pay subscriptions and
postage, so start sending them to:

{Please tick)

' ADDRESS

When completed post to Socialist Worker
Subscriptions, Circulation Department. &

MASSEY

STRIKERS

LOCK OUT
BOSSES

KILMARNOCK: 1200
workers at the Massey
Ferguson combine
harvester factory are now
in their tenth week on
official strike.

The strikers, members of
the AUEW and the Sheet
Metal Workers Union, have
taken control of the gates and
arc maintaining a 24-hour
picket.

Management and staff have
been locked out and the
factory is closed.

The strike started bacause,
for more than two years, the
company had refused to con-
sider putting "125 assemblers
onto a fixed cycle agreement.

Allow

These agreements already
operate in other departments.

Shop stewards called off
their picket last week to allow
a national meeting between
the union and the company,

They now realise this was a
mistake. Management remov-
ed records from the factory to
the Excelsior Hotel at
Glasgow Airport, where they
are now working, and offered
nothing at the meeting.
Convenor Sam Kay said: “We
want Massey Ferguson goods
blacked everywhere. If we can
get the support of the dockers,
then” we can really hit the
company.'

O Don'allons : and
messages of support to: lan
McDonald, AUEW Halls, 65
King Street, Kilmarnock,
Scolland.

spreads

Rank and File Teacher
Public Meeting

SUPPORT
THE NUPE
CLEANERS

AND JANITORS

Speakers include
sirikers, plus Henrz
Maiples

Braidhurst), Marllyn
Tweedie, (NALGO Shop
Steward, Coatbridge),
and John Glen, (local
authority electricians
shop steward). Chair:
Helen Blair (EIS rep,
Holy Cross, Hamilton).
All in personal capacity.
Monday 23 May,
7.30pm, AUEW Halls,
Hamilton Road,
Motherwell.

Please rush me my weekly copy of Socialist
Worker. | enclose a cheque/postal order
made payable to Socialist Worker for

(BLOCK CAPITALS)

Cottons Gardens, London, E2 8DN

= Subscribe!
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GRUNWICKS: THE FACTS

FREE SPEECH FOR FREMEN!

A NEW paper, Rank and
File Fireman, came out last
week—and the union’s
‘left-wing"  leadership
resorted to military-style
discipline to try and crush
it.

Ronnie Robertson, chair-
man of the Strathclyde
Brigades B Division, was
given an ultimatum: Promise
not to distribute Rank and
File Fireman at Conference
and not to have anything more

to do with it—or be suspended
from office and banned from
Conference.

That message came from
executive member  Willie
Miller last Thursday. The Fire
Brigades Union Conference
begins this Wednesday (18
May).

And last Tuesday another
rank und file contributor, Pete
Goben, a Brigade Committee
member from South
Yorkshire, was summoned to
appear before his Regional

Committee.

The Rank and File
Fireman's group immediggely
produced 2 leaflet callingJor
Free Speech for Firemen, This
was being given out to the 250
Conference delegates and
distributed at fire stations
throughout the country.

The real issue facing
firemen is how to turn the
FBU into a militant trade
union campaigning for sub-
stantial improvements in
wages and conditions.

BEHIND POLICE AGGRO

A SENIOR police
officer has been
kicked out of the
force following
repeated harass-
ment of strikers at

Grunwicks in
North London.
And he has now

joined the firm as a full-
time security officer.
Chief Inspector
Johnston, of Willesden
Green station, was dismiss-
ed on the orders of the
Home Office and the Com-

missioner of the
Metroloplitan Police,
Experts
He will now link up with
another former Willesden

Green officer, Mr Woollett, in
Grunwick's ‘security’
division-—which also extends
to the employment of a firm of
surveillance experts.

Grunwick’s  extraordinary
relationships with the police
go further still,

Last Manday, for example,
managing director George
Wird was an honoured guest
of a Harlesden police ofticer at
the Metropolitan  Police
Amateur Boxing Cham-
pionships.

The same officer was subse-
guently seen in the back seat of
Ward's Mercedes when he
made one of his regular
nocturnal visits to harass the
picket line

Socialist Worker believes
this  cloak-and-dagger in-
vohement of the police is the
direct result of the National
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Association for Freedom's
attempts to defeat the strike.

NAFF leaders have given
lectures to serving police
officers since the 1972 miners’
strike,

Sir Robert Mark, the
recently retired Commissioner
of Police for London and s
dedicated NAFF supporter,
has just taken up an appoint-
ment as a director of the
Phoenix  Assurance Com-
pany.

Chairman of the Phoenix,
Lord de L'Isle, is also chair-
man of the NAFF,

Meanwhile. the Grunwicks
strikers have now been out for
nearly [1 months for the right
to join a trade union.
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They could win this long
and bitter dispute—if the
trade union movement lived
up to their responsibilitics.

As Dave Percival, chairman
of the Croydon branch of the
Union of Post Office Workers,
told Socialist Worker:

‘We should reimpose the
postal ban on Grunwicks, Our
union could break those dirty
bastards in two days.

Windbags

‘Our Executive go on and
on making cloquent speeches
about Grunwicks but we'll see
whether they support us this
week, 1f they don't they'll be
exposed for the bloody wind-
bags they are.”

Dave chaired a successful -

public meeting last Sunday
called by the Grunwicks Strike
Committee on the eve of the
UPW conference.

Muost of the 70 delegates at
the mecting committed
themselves to  persuading
Conference to re-imipose the
ban and defy the law

The National Association
for  Freedom
original ban
Court writ

stopped the
with a High

Mahmood Ahmed,
secretary of the Grunwicks
Strike Committee. told the
meeting:

The TUC sent out a circular
calling for help for the strikers.
But the electricians union, for
cxample, wouldn't do
anything because they said
they'd end up like the UPW.”

here was plenty of toing
and froing between the
different unions but in the end
nqtdhing ever got cut off, he
said.

O Join the pickets of
Grunwicks. Details from
Brent Trades and Labour
Hall, 375 High Road,
Willesden, London NW10.

WEST London hospital
workers after storming
into the sendate head-
quarters of the local Area
Health Authority last
Wednesday.

They were protesting
about the closure of
Hounslow hospital.

The Authority’'s well-
dressed gentlemen were
expecting only a polite
delegation.

Instead they took a
verbal pounding from
hospital workers and shop
stewards from other in-
dustries.

AUEW shop steward
John Cooney from Lon-
don Airport wanted to

Health
chiefs
get shock

know why student nurses
from overseas would be
denied work after they'd
comrletod their training.

Bill Geddes, chairman
of Hammersmith Hospital
Joint Shop Stewards
Committee, demanded
that the health officials
took a stand against the
closure.

The officials uttered
words like “sympathetic
to your cause’’ and
‘“nothing we can do”’.

Rank and File Fireman is
calling for an immediate £15
wage claim and sction to back
it up.

Terry  Parry, ‘left  wing'
general secretary of the FBU,
is now apparently opposed to
a third stage of the Social
Contract. But he has sup-
ported Phase 2 and wants
nothing to do with any
demands that might frighten
the employers,

SHEFFIELD:; 150 firemen
from South Yorkshire attend-
ed a meeting on Monday
called by Rank and File
Fircman,

A fireman works a basic 48-
hour week, which consists
aver a [2-month period of an
cqual number of ning-hour
day shifts and |5-hour night
shifts.

This  includes weekend
working on days and nights. A
fireman receives a basic rate
with no shift or weekend
allowances,

His life-style and that of his
family must révolve around
his duty system, which in
various ways restricts both his
social life and outside pur-
suits,

Examples

Here are some examples of
take-home pay given by ser-
vice members:

O Single with 15 months’
service: £34.36 a week

0O Married with two
children and five years' ser-
vice: £45

O Married with two
children and 14 years and 1
months service: £45.81

0O Married with two
children and 6% vears' seérvice:
£49.25

O Sub-officer, married with
two children and 16 years'
service: £52

I'he meeting decided on the
following policy:

1. A £15 a week rise plus

- consolidation of previous pay

rises and then negotiations on
a percentage rise to cover the
cost of inflation,

2. A 40-hour week on a twe-
shift svstem, not a three shift
system, which the Executive
Council favour,

To pursue this claim, the
meeting resolved to join a
picket of the FBU Annual
Conference on Wednesday to
lobby delegates.

The meeting also resolved
that if the conference does not
decide on a substantial pay
rise. then a meeting for the
entire  South Yorkshire
Brigade will be held to discuss
industrial action in pursuit of
the claim.

National Rank and File
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for 25 from Rank and File

Centre, 265a Seven Sisters
Road, London N4.

4000 occupy Chloride factories

MORE than 4000 workers
at Chloride, the multi-
national motor batteries
firm, occupied three
different plants on Mon-
day.

Muss meetings held
simultaneously at Swinton in
Manchester, Dagenham, and
the main distribution depot at
Cannock, voted
overwhelmingly to occupy,

The workers are fighting the
attempt by management to
impose & new productivity deal
which would tie earnings
directly to production.

As the strike committee at
Dagenham told Socialist
Worker: 'We might put in the
same effort, but hecause they

could be different batteries the
work would be more intricate,
output would be lower and
down would go our earnings.
‘This will not help pay the
bills at the end of the week.
‘If anvthing has gone wrong
with production in the past,

our carnings have not been
affected. Now munagement
want us to pay for their mis-
takes.

‘In 1969, when this com-
pany was rock bottom, we got
them out of the doldrums,

‘Now, with their profits up

PORT TALBOT INSULT

'HE BRITISH Steel Cor-
poration are refusing to start
negotiations with the Port
Talbot electricians if any shop
stewards are present.

This hardline attitude adds
insult to mjury to the strikers,
who only last week were lulled
into accepting the pleas of
union general secretary Frank

Chapple for a return to work.
Chapple had told the men
they couldn't win,

But BSC will only talk to

full-time officials aboul a
return to work.
Shop stewards with a

‘watching brief* have been told
they are not welcome,

20 per cent for this last year,
and record profits for each of
the last five years, they want to
start Kicking us around the
head,’

At Dagenham, most
workers are TGWU members,
with about 150 tradesmen and
150 women. The occupation is
supported by both staff and
hourly-paid workers.

Security guards are gunr-

ding the factory for the
workers, girls on the
switchhoard are taking

emergency calls for workers
only, and even the supervisors
are taking their turns on the
rota.

Ol Messages of supporito
the SSC, Chloride, Swin-
ton, Manchester.
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