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form for Rockware glass,

Now, aged 24, he is dead—a victim of a disease which is
sapping the lives of one and a half million people in this
country: unemployment.

He had left school in Warmsworth near Doncaster, stuffed full of

O and A-levels. He got a degree at Sheffield University. A bright st '

future seemed assured. Then his troubles started. He couldn’t get a = rog
First he tried jobs he was qualified for. No luck. Then he went afterevery ' m
clerical job that was advertised. |

His father, glassworker
Joseph Rodwell, told me:

‘He applied for a job as
payroll clerk with the coun-
cil; he tried the Coal Board;
the Halifax building society
and the hospital (half a
dozen times).

‘He filled in an application

where 1 work, and never pim

even got an interview!’ Three years ago, when
Last week, on the day he payid Rodwell left universi-

was due to sign on at the (v anda Labour government
dole, David was found dead v\);as first clectcd,gthcre were

in his bedroom. 4000 ] loved i
_ people unemployed in
He had attached live (he Doncaster area. Today
electric wires to himself. - there are 8.,800.

His parents are Certain DaVId Barker’ a local
suicide. His father said: “This horrible story should
shake every trade unionist

Depressed into doing something about
‘ unemployment. i

‘He was depressed. He'd  ‘Other than the Right to
heard electric shocks could Work Campaign, what else
help depression. I wonder if s there? Nobody on the
that’s what he was tryingto TUC or in the House of
do.’ Commons is bothered.

The Rodwells’ other child, ‘We've got to take it into
Christine, 16, is also out of our own hands.
work. She IEfI school in ‘1%, emp]oyed workers
May. everywhere fought for a 35-

Her I8-year-old hour week without loss of
boyfriend, Raymond, was pay, there’d be no un-
due to start work In two employment and no
weeks’ time. Last Friday he tragedies like David
was told there was nojobfor Rodwell’s.’

THERE ARE just three weeks left to
raise the £12,500 needed for next
month’s Right to Work march to the
Trades Union Congress in Blackpool.
More than £3,000 has already been
raised. More is desperately needed to
pay for food, hire of tents and enter-
tainment on the five-day trek.
Don’t sit on the money. It is needed
now. Start collecting now. Rush every
. penny to Right to Work march fund,
265a Seven Sisters Road, London,

N4. See Page 4.
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No Nazis in Lewisham! T
Baily, Christopher Foster and Hazel Williams

HE DOL

THREE YEARS AGO, David Rodwell was full - g
of hope for the future. No lub -so he
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STOP THE NAZI FRONT

Demonstrate this Saturday, 13 August;
Assemble 1pm, Clifton Rise (near New
Cross Station)

Called by August 13 Organising Committee, supported by
Lewisham 21 Defence Committee, SWP, Right to Work Campaign
and individual members of the Labour Party and Communist Party.
L1 All SWP branches and members in London, Midlands and Home
Counties to support

All Lewisham Campaign against Racialism Demonstration,
Ladywell BR Station, 11am. SE, SW and Central London SWP
Districts to support.

INSIDE THE NAZI

NATIONAL FRONT:

Pages 8 and 9

Nazis off
- the streets!

Viake this

Saturday
a glant
turmn-out

PANIC IS breaking out in high places as the Nazis
of the National Front prepare to march through
Lewisham’s black community this Saturday. :
Newspapers like The Sun and the Daily Express have
called for the march to be banned. So have a number of
Labour MPs and the Labour-controlled council.

Their concern is not so much with the threat to black people as
with the pledges being made by the left to stop the Nazis
marching, regardless of what the authorities do.

David Rodwell
. . .depressed

That promise was made by
the Lewisham 21 Defence
Committee and the Socialist
Workers Party.

The Defence Committee
was formed when police
swooped on 21 Dblack
teenagers and pinned con-
sipracy charges on them.

The Nazis’ march is
directed - against the com-
& mittee,

s But many young blacks are
Sk prepared to defend it and
have already occupied as a
centre a building in the very
road, Clifton Rise, where the
Nazis are due to assemble.

A second march, by the
All-Lewisham Campaign
against Racialism and
Fascism, has been routed by
the police well away from the
Nazis.

Confronting

i While this march must be
supported, it will provide no
substitute for confronting the
fascists directly.

It is only the thought of a
confrontation that has led
sections of the press to call for
the banning -

There is a slim chance that
the authorities will do that.

But almost certainly the
ban would also be aimed at
the Defence Committee.

Suddenly, it would become
illegal to demonstrate in
Saa A & defence of the black
S RS et youngsters awaiting trial.

As we go to press, all this is
speculation. |

But one thing is ceriain.
Every effort must be made to

hat’s the call from Defence Committee members Aston guarantee a giant turn-out on.

the streets against the Nazis.
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On an estate

where'you can

wait 18 years
for repairs

. . .3 rent rises
In 12 months

Southern Africa
Solidarity Campaign

- They’ll get
you, Botha

Botha, the South
African Foreign Minister
is meeting Owen, the
British Foreign Minister,
and Vance, the U.S.
Secretary of State, this
Friday, 12 August.
Support emergency
picket outside Foreign
Office, 11am-2pm.
(Next street up from
Downing Street)

Public meeting with
speakers from Zimbabwe
No Sell-out Muzorewa!
Vance, Owen—Hands

off Zimbabwe!

Victory for the Freedom
Fighters!

U.LU.,, Malet Street

(nearest tube Goodge
St.), Friday 12 August,
6pm.

ey

Niagara
Falls, said
one tenant

airline’. -

Thus Sir Frank McFadzean. |, I®
chairman of British Airways.

on their recent crisis.

CRACKS

Shop

By Tina Rose

THERE are two faces of
inner Birmingham.

The first you see as soon
as you arrive at New Street
station.

Blocks and blocks of
offices, centrally heated,
carpeted—and empty.

Rates on these buildings
have been halved.

A mile away, there's the
other face: the huge
Ladywood estate, rotting
away through council
negligence.

Rents have gone up
three times in a year.

stewards and workers at
London’s Heathrow Airport take a
different view. They point to
increasing evidence that the safety

nt.

Fleet have been

;
& e
a"“‘

Angry tenants told me:
This place is a dump,
we're ashamed to invite
anyone round here.’

Windows are broken
and notreplaced. There's a
stench from blocked rub-
bish chutes, swarming
with flies.

Lifts are so filthy that
many tenants choose to
climb flights of stairs.

One tenant has waited
18 years to have a window
repaired, stuffing the sill
with newspaper to keep
the wind out.

Walls are black with
damp, and overflow pipes
gush constantly, keeping

of British Airways is in danger—
from incompetence, complacency At
and the strike-breaking tactics of

past week, 12 of British
Airways' 25 planes in the Trident 3
grounded—not
because of a political campaign, but
because cracks have been found on the
planes’ wings. All 25 will now be taken
out of service to repair the wings.

At first, British Airways claimed the
cracks were two inches long. Now they
admit the cracks are as long as 12
inches—and in some cases disappear

first,

intended life

R
Ve

residents awake at night.

It’s like sleeping next to
Niagara Falls,” said one.

For the thousands of
children on the estate,
there is nowhere to play.

Playing facilities are tiny
glass-strewn courtyards
around washing lines.

The Council are trying to
close their direct works
department, which builds
and repairs council
houses.

This will notonly mean a
worsening of conditions
for tenants, but unemploy-
ment for hundreds of
workers—because council
policies bolster the profits
of private contractors.

under the fuel tanks.

British Airways Chief
engineer, Garton, pooh-poohed the
problem, saying: ‘All aircraft get old.
This is a matter of geriatrics’.

DANGER

Now the airline admit that age was
nothing to do with it. The planes
affected are only half way through their

span. And cracks have

appeared regardless of how many miles
the planes have done.

Some of the affected planes started
flying in 1971, some in 1973. The

A group of tenants on
the estate have had
enough of empty promises
and waiting, and have set
up a Residents Associa-
tion.

Suddenly, the council
wanted to discuss im-
provements with it. The
fact that there is a by-
election must have been a
coincidencel

Tenants should not be
fooled. They should take
direct action to force the

council to keep their
promises.
A rent strike would

make the council sit up
and take notice.

NK?

SO SAFETY IS A ‘RED PLOT,
"ISIT SIR FRA

‘THERE IS a political
campaign to ground the

difference can be hundreds o
thousands of miles flying—but th
cracks have appeared indiscriminately
all at the same time.

Why? One startling answer camu
from the air correspondent of the Dail:
Telegraph, Air Commodore Donald
son, who wrote last Thursday:

‘The cracks could have been cause
by the heavier loaded landings due t«
more passengers and because of the 16
week-old dispute which meant pickin;
up fuel from overseas stations’.

During the strike, the workers a
Heathrow Airport’s fuelling stations
many of whom were in disput
themselves, refused to fuel planes.

The planes had to be re:
routed to different fuelling
stations.

This meant that ai
Heathrow many landings had
to be made with full fuel tanks.

This makes the loads
heavier on the planes—and
especially on the wings which
carry the fuel tanks.

A British Airway:
spokesman admitted tc
Socialist Worker that planes
which get into trouble often
unload their fuel in the air.
rather than land with ful
tanks.

But he denied that full fuel
tanks had been the cause of the
cracks.

“The cracks are not caused
by stress of that kind’ he
explained.

Nonetheless, shop stewards
at the airport are not satisfied

GROWN

They point out that one of
the planes sent for inspection
for cracks was found to have
bolts sheared off its wings—
and that the list of defects in
planes which must be put right
by maintenance has grown
alarmingly.

In BA Tristars, for instance.
the pilot has to spend more
than half an hour before every
take-off, ticking off
‘deferrable deficiencies’, the
defects in the plane which are
allowed under the new Mec-
Fadzean rules. :

For pointing to these
failings, a senior AUEW
steward, Jack Gatsky,
been suspended. lan Morris,
AUEW steward, told Socialis
Worker: e

‘All. shop stewards are
aware from experience that if
any unfortunate accident oc-
curred at this time, the
engineers’ strike that ended
three months ago would be
blamed by inference and in-
nuendo.

‘Jack was quite right to
voice disquiet on behalf of the
enéineers he represents.’

STOP PRESS. On Tues-
day evening, Ian Morris was
suspended—for putting out a
Press statement which includ-
ed the above quotation.

He told Socialist Worker:
‘It seems there is an unofficial
British Airways Official
Secrets Act which bans any
employee from publicly ex-
pressing concern about
passengers’ safety’.

AN EDITOR'S RIGHT-TO PREJUD

BY JEAN GRAY

who put her case
on TV's The Editors
last Sunday night

THE GUTTER Press, mainly
the Daily Telegraph, is,
leading the defence of an
‘editor’s right to decide what
to publish, without in-
terference.’

~ Because the editor of the
Newham Recorder in East
London exercised this ‘right to
publish’—an
article at a time of racialist
tension—I made a formal
complaint to the National
Union of Journalists.

The editor, Tom Duncan,
was expelled from the NUJ,
because he refused to pay the
fine which the union imposed
after upholding my complaint.

The complaint was about

inflammatory

the main article on the front
page last summer, announcing
that the fascist National Party
was planning a march through
Newham, an area with many
immigrants.

Their demonstration was to
counter a trades council
march against unemployment.

The article quoted a
National Party spokesman
claiming that Newham was an
area with high numbers of
illegal immigrants and adding
that his party would not be
responsible for any violence.

This was given splash
coverage under the heading
‘race threat demo’. There was
no comment from the other

parties involved.

After the march, a white
youth was stabbed during an
attack on an Asian. The Asian
is now serving a prison
sentence.

At his committal, he said he
had gone out with a knife
because of what he had heard
from the media about race
attacks.

The article appeared during

the wave of racialism sparked
off by The Sun with its front
page about immigrants at
airport hotels.

Under the editorship of Mr
Duncan, the Newham
Recorder’s front-page leads
have often appealed to the
lowest forms of prejudice to
attract readers.

That is why I complained.
And that is why the National

Union of Journalists has the
right to ‘interfere’ with what
editors try to put in
newspapers.

Tom Duncan, refused to
attend any of the hearings, and
refused to pay the fine. As a
result of not paying the fine, he
has been expelled from the
union. That was his decision.

Throughout, he has refused
to meet with union members
to discuss the question, either
in the local branch or
nationally.

But he has been happy to air
his views on television and in
the trade paper, the UK Press
Gazette.

The editor’s hallowed ‘right’

is not a mantle that falls from
the sky. :

The people who give M
Duncan his ‘right” are the
proprietors and shareholders
of Home Counties
Newspapers.

Mr Duncan’s freedom is nof
freedom, it’s power.

His freedom to publish
what he likes can mean that
someone else’s freedom to
walk around without fear of a
racist attack is taken away.

I believe journalists have a
right and a duty to challengs
editors’ decisions, particularly
when the articles they print
incite racial violence and
hostility. -
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Monday'’s turn-out for the mass picket was good—but we can't afford to wait for Scarman

A CALCULATED
provocation. That is
the only way to
describe the Queen’s
much publicised visit
to Northern Ireland.

For a third of the
province’s. population, the
Catholics, the symbols of
the monarchy have a
special meaning.

The union jack and red,
white and blue bunting have
for generations been waved in
their faces by bigoted, vicious,
Protestant politicians.

The same politicians who
have discriminated against
them, who have forced them to
accept the worst houses, the
worst jobs, higher than
average unemployment—and
who have used armed police
and troops to attack their
neighbourhoods if they
protested.

A British government took
the decision 55 years ago to
establish a separate British-
controlled state in Northern
Ireland and handed- the run-
ning of it over to these bigots,
knowing this would make
permanent the oppression of
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IT WAS a wet and
miserable Monday
morning this week on
the Grunwick picket
line, despite a good
turn-out for the mass

picket.
Roy Grantham, leader
of the strikers’ union,

APEX, got his way all
right. It was a damp.
squib.

The scabs’ two buses
came together , asif to add
insult to injury, and the
strike-breakers went to
work as ‘normal’.

The Grunwick Strike
Committee have a loaded
pistol at their heads. Wait
for Scarman—orelse...is
the grim instruction from
the APEX Executive.

The unspoken threat is
that the strikers will be
ditched if they disobey.

Scarman is expected to
report on 18 August. It
needs to be stressed that
even if he rules in favour of
the union, Ward is not
bound in law to accept.

The strike will still be
very much on. And it has

WHAT WE THINK

Stuff the Orange

bigots’ Jubilee!

the Catholics.

The first royal visit took place
shortly after. The Queen’s
grandfather, George V, drove
In state to give a self-
proclaimed ‘Protestant parlia-
ment’ power to dominate the
lives of half a million Catholics.

Meanwhile, union jack-
waving crowds drove
thousands of Catholics and
socialist workers from their
jobs in the shipyards, burnt
thousands more out of their
homes, and killed hundreds of
others as the all-Protestant
special constabulary lauhched
a reign of terror, interning
thousands without: trial.

It is not surprising that, in the
years since, many of the most
energetic and active young
workers in the Catholic areas
have seen the British connec-
tion and the British monarchy
as something to be fought,

large
without trial or excuse except
for being among the hundreds
of thousands of people who
oppose the monarchy. -

using the same weapons it has
used against them—the gun
and the bomb.

The only response of the

present Labour government,
like its Tory predecessors, has
been
repression, the very poison
that has brought Northern
Ireland to its present chaos.

increasing doses of

Now they have rolled out the

Queen to prove, in her own
words, that she rules over

‘Great Britain and Northern
Ireland’.

In preparation, they detained
numbers of people

They flooded the provinc

with troops; they increased the
tension and bitterness.

And then they rejoice that

THE SCENE on Monday night as 150 anti-
fascists, including many young blacks,
picketed a school in Ladywood, Birmingham,
where the'National Front were holding a by-
election meeting.

Socialist Workers Party candidate Kim Gordon

Mrs WINDSOR

every Orange bigot, every
thug who has ever waved a
union jack to humiliate a local
Catholic, was out on the
streets to wave the union jack
again.

8 RESCUED i)
A NAZI
FUEHRER

confronted Nazi fuehrer Martin Webster and
demanded to know whether the threats made on
Kim were going to be carried out.

Webster looked pretty worried when
surrounded by dozens of angry pickets. But, as
usual, the police stepped in to preserve ‘law and
order.’

They broke up the picket, grabbing kids and

throwing them into the road. Une 18-year-old
unemployed school leaver, Jim Doyle, was
knocked unconscious. Another anti-fascist, aged
15, had his arm dislocated. Three people were
arrested.

After the fascists got in the school, we
organised a protest demo around the streets
which brought more kids out, and the picket

had ended.

on Saturday.

uild mass actionto Iift Grunwicks gloom

CONFERENCE
ON GRUNWICK

Called by South East
Region TUC and
Region No. 1,
T&GWU

Tuesday 23 August,
7.30pm
Friends House (near
Euston) London, NW1
Credentials from Jack
Dromey, 13 Plympton
Road, London, NW6 7EH
GRUNWICK STRIKE
ANNIVERSARY
RALLY & SOCIAL
Alexandra Palace, Friday
19 August

to be remembered Scar-
man is a skilled prac-
titioner at producing
reports designed to con-
fuse trade unionists.

How will the APEX
executive then behave?
Grantham is so opposed
to mass action that it is
just conceivable that he
would accept a Scarman
approval of his union as a
moral victory, and then
abandon the strikers.

‘In the eyes of the law, we
were right” he could say to
himself as the ex-strikers
from Grunwick turn up at
the local labour exchange.

It hardly bears thinking
about. But the only way of
avoiding it is to start re-
building the groundwork
for mass activities around
Grunwick now.

That means a rank and
file campaign to build the
picket line, without
waiting for Scarman to
report.

It means arguing now
that only mass action will
win the strike, and that, by
focusing attention on
Scarman, Grantham is
opening up the danger of
defeat.

It means preparing now

“to get large delegations

for the lobby called for the
first day of the TUC in
September, so that the
demand for action over
Grunwicks is linked to that
for an end of wage con-
trols and the 12-month
rule.

And it means making
sure that every trade union
organisation has
delegations at the Con-
ference on Grunwick called
by the South East Region of
the TUC on 23 August.

This will be the first
chance to discuss
Grunwick properly after
Scarman.

It should make the final
call and prepare the
organisation for cutting
Grunwick off from the
outside world—whatever
the APEX Executive says.

stayed until the Front meeting—of 20 people—

Lots of the kids on the picket said they were
looking forward to going on the Lewisham demo

It looks as if we can achieve one of the main
- aims of the SWP campaign—to build up the fight
back against the Nazis on the streets.



4 SOCIALIST WORKER 13 August 1977

RIGHT TO WORK
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CAPITALISM enriches a
small number of people
enormously.

But, we are told, this is fair
reward for the risks of enter-
prise because if businessmen
make mistakes they lose
everything.

This is a lie, as two events
last week show.

More than £75 million of
taxpayers’ money is being
poured into saving two fringe
banks—Slater Walker
Securities and Edward
Bates—so that the people
who financed them get their
money back.

Meanwhile, the men who
profited from these com-
panies during the property
boom of the early Seventies
are let off scot-free and
continue to live in the style to
which they are accustomed.

First on the list last week
was Edward Bates. In their
greedy search for profit,
investors had lent some £60
million to Bates to finance
property and shipping
speculation.

When the final collapse
came in May 1976, the Bank
of England —which is owned
by the government—rushed
in and guaranteed Bates’
deposits.

Returned

Now the Bank of England
has decided to spend £50
million buying the assets of

Bates—ships, property,
shares and loans—so that
depositors will get their
money back.

But the Bank of England
confidently expects to lose
money on the deal.

The architects of this dis-
aster disappeared long ago.
First, Mr Denis Barkway,
one-time leader of the Tory
council in Bromley.

He left Bates in August
1975 with a £5,900 golden
handshake and the promise
of a £7.500-a-year consultan-
cy fee for the next four years.

He was also given the right
to buy, at bargain prices,
shares in two other
companies—neither of which
have gone bust.

Mr Philip Paterson left at
the same time. He was
promised £24,000 a year for
seven years to look after just
under £1 million of in-
vestments for Bates.

He was promised 20 per
cent of any profits he made
but did not have to share in
any losses and was lent
£500,000 of Bates’ money for
stock market speculation.

Second in the line at the
Bank of England trough last
week was Slater Walker
Securities—a company set up
by Mr Jim Slater and ghe
Tory politician Peter Walker.

NORTH LONDON Right to Work
Campaign REGISTRATION
MEETING, Wednesday 17 August,
1pm, Rank and File Centre, 265a
Seven Sisters Road, London N4.
Everyone in the area who wants to
join the March must come to this
meeting. Get there early to be sure of
a place on the coach.

NORTH LONDON Right to Work
Campaign: find out how you can fight
unemployment. Meet local un-
employed who'll be joining the Right
to Work March. Disco/Social Friday
12 August, 8-11pm, Park Lane Com-
munity Centre, Park Lane, Tottenham.
Dancing, soft drink. Admission 50p
employed, 10p unemployed.

DARLINGTON Right to Work Cam-
paign public meeting: Speaker: Mel
Norris. Thursday 18 August, 7.30pm,
Mechanics Institute, Skinnergate.

EAGER BEAV
THE COMPANIES THAT
LOVE THE SOCIAL CONTRACT

ERS

SO IT'S
RISKY
BEING

A BOSS,
IS IT?

Jim Slater: he
took the money
—and ran

Having given Slater
Walker a £40 million
guarantee in 1975, the Bank
of England have now decided
to spend £26 million buying

Slater Walker’s banking
operation and some dud
properties.

This means Slater Walker
can repay some £14 million of
loans, which before the deal
were worth only £12 million.

And the deal leaves Slater
Walker shareholders with
assets of £10 million—all of
which they would have lost

without the Bank of
England’s help.
Dismissed

Jim Slater took the money
and ran sometime ago. He
sold his shares in Slater
Walker in 1976 for £450,000.
Just as well, they are now
worth £140,000.

A report on the Slater
Walker mess last September
revealed that Slater had
borrowed £357,000 from the
company and his wife had
borrowed a further £19,000.

The report also said Slater
had probably broken the law
in some of his dealings but the
businessmen magistrates of
the City of London let him
off.

Meanwhile, Slater, backed
by his old friends such as Tiny
Rowland of Lonrho and
some of the people he helped
to enrich, is back in business:
as a property speculator.

SEYMOUR
PROPHET

The bug in the
~ boardroom

s, &

Rank and File

DIARY

BUILDING WORKER July/August
issue now out. 5p a copy (plus 7p
postage) from Rank and File Centre,
g‘iﬁa Seven Sisters Road, London

DEFEND DIRECT WORKS! Mass
National Delegate Conference of
local authority workers to build a
national campaign against attacks
on Direct Works and against the
cuts. Called by Manchester, Liver-
pool and Sandwell (Birmingham)
Direct Works. Saturday 20 August,
1pm-5pm, Houldsworth Hall,
Deansgate, Manchester. Credentials
(25p) from J Kelly, 17 Findon Road,
Manchester 23.

NALGO Archway Social Services
Benefit Social. Friday 12 August,
8pm, Caxton House, 129 St Johns
Way, N19 (Archway Tube). Theatre
group, disco, real ale. Admission 50p.

TARGET-£12,500

MORE THAN £1,000 has
flooded in to the Right to
in the
next month's
Right to Work march.

One supporter of the Right
to Work Campaign who has
more difficulties than most
has found her own way of
helping the effort to raise

Work office
week for

£12,500.

Rita Ward, who occupied a
hospital bed in Northampton, is
crochetting three white shawls.

Out with the 12-month rule!

By lan Morris,
Engineers Charter
candidate for AUEW
President

WE PASSED the following
resolution through our branch
last week. We urge all other
branches to do the same.

This Wembley 4 branch is
appalled at the Executive
Council decision to give
credibility to the mythical 12-
month rule which is peddled
daily in the press.

This decision conflicts with
our National = Committee

policy, which calls for an

The killer that
Jurks where
children play

LEAMINGTON Right to Work
Campaign founding meeting: They
are not going to- get away with
chucking two million of us on the
scrapheap! Join the Ri?ht to Work
March! Wednesday 17 August,
7.30pm, Stoneleigh Arms, Clemens
Street. Speakers: Local marchers
and an organiser of the last RTW
march.

SUPPORT THE RIGHT TO WORK
MARCH! Stickers now available,
20p a sheet of 12. Ideal for street and
pub collections for the Right to Work
March fund. Order from Right to
Work Campaign, Rank and File
Centre, 265a Seven Sisters Road,
London N4

COLLECTION SHEETS to raise
support for the Right to Work
March where you work. Available
from the Right to Work Campaign,
265a Seven Sisters Road, London
N4.

last

after city last
sponsored events
These

to Oxford.
The walk

immediate return to free
collective bargaining when
Phase 2 ended on 31 July.

The so-called ‘12 month
rule’ applied specifically to
payments of the £6 and the 5%
under phases 1 and 2 of the
Social Contract.

Delusion

It is probable that if a phase
3 had been agreed there would
have been a ‘12 month rule’ for
payment of that. But there was
no phase 3—yet you are
attempting to impose one on
our members in direct con-

They will be raffled to raise funds
for the march. Rita hopes to raise
at least £20 a shawl.

Other money has come from
trade union donations,
tions in workplaces, more than
30 street meetings held in city
Saturday, and

included a sponsored
haircut in Liverpool, a sponsored
swim in Guildford and a spon-
sored 25-mile walk from Banbury

raised £80—and
straight afterwards 12 Right to

collec- dows.

500.

donations.

tradiction of our union’s
policy.

It would be a deceitful and
cynical manipulation of our
union’s democracy for you to
attend the TUC, to support
the application of a 12-month
rule against union policy, then
recall National Committee to
change that policy to that of
the TUC. Such an act must
surely be the ultimate in

bureaucratic manoeuvring.

It would make our union’s
democracy a laughing stock of
the Trade Union movement.
Therefore we urge Executive
Council to reconsider their
position, and fight at the TUC

Work Campaign supporters seiz-
ed a famous Oxford landmark,
Carfax Tower, and hung Right to
Work banners out of the win-

The fund total is now more than

£3,000. But there are just three
weeks to go to make the £12,-

So get the collections under
way. Don’t just push for official

Raise money from your work-

mates and get out on the streets
and around the pubs and clubs
collecting.

If you didn't hold a street

meeting last Saturday, organise

one for this coming Saturday.
And if you did hold one, organise
another.

Don’t sit on the money. When
it's collected, send it in quickly.
Every penny is needed to start

paying out on
arranging food and everything
else that is needed for the 800-

hiring tents,

plus marchers we are now expec-

for a policy of an immediate
return to free collective
bargaining as instructed by
National Committee.

O ENGINEERS Charter is
organising a nationwide
campaign calling on AUEW
members to ignore their
executive and put in for
wage claims irrespective of
the 12-month rule.

A quarter of a million
leaflets will be printed. But
cash is essential—
Donations should be rush-
ed to Engineers Charter,
265a Seven Sisters Road,
London, N4.

Workmen clear deadly blue asbestos found on a dump in Lambeth, South
London last week: just yards away, children play unaware of the danger.
Traces of the killer dust could still be seen around the area after the ‘clean

up’.

£45 raised
in two hours

By Martin Chambers

GLASGOW: 50 people have
now signed up for the Right to
Work march. More than 20
decided to march during our
day of action in Glasgow,
when the last unemployment
figures were announced.

We went to Paisley Jobs
Centre and carried out a mass
leafletting of the dole queues
in Pollokshields.

On Fair Friday we took to
the pubs in the centre of
Glasgow—not to drink, but to
raise money for the marchers.
Eight people raised £45 in just
two hours.

MORE THAN 200 trade
union organisations have
now agreed to sponsor the
Right to Work march.

They include 37 shop
stewards committees, and
more than 40 trade councils.

To handle the flood of
marchers, special regional
meetings are being arranged.
All marchers and unemployed
workers who would like to
know more about the march
are being urged to attend.

Thursday 11 August, East
London
Friday 12 August, Salford

Friday 12
Manchester
Monday 15 August, Bir-
mingham (including Black
Country)

Tuesday 16 August, Lon-
don and Guildford

August,

Wednesday 17 August,
London

Wednesday 17 August,
Reading (including
Basingstoke, Slough, High
Wycombe)

Thursday 18, Liverpool
Thursday 18 August, Wigan
(including Skelmersdale,

ting.

£12,500

£10,000

trade

Among the
union organisations

who have con-
tributed money In
the last four days
are:

Battersea and
Wandsworth Trades
Council £12

South Herts UCATT £2
Dumfries Trades Council
£13

Northfield 35 NE AUEW £2
Yarmouth AUEW £5
Ealing Green High School
NUT £1 50

Crawley Trades Council £1
Wellingborough Trades
Council £5

TGWU 7/266a £10
Grimsby NUPE £12
1/5624 TGWU £2

British Airways West
London APEX branch £1
IDC building site, Bolton
£50

CALLING ALL MARCHERS. . .

Bolton, Preston,
Blackpool)

Friday 19 August, Leeds
Friday 19 August, Sheffield
Sunday 21 August,
Glasgow

Monday 22 August, Edin-
burgh

Tuesday 23 August, New-
castle

For details of the place and
exact time, contact your local
Right to Work Committee, or
the National Right to Work
Campaign at 265a Seven
Sisters Rd, London N4.
Phone 01 802 0978.




THE CARNIVAL trial ended at
the Old Bailey last week when
Judge Campbell dismissed
the jury after they had been
out for 170 hours and had
been unable to agree on the
main police allegations
relating to conspiracy.

So the police attempt to
frame the 18 young blacks
failed. But two young people
have gone to prison for three
years and five to borstal. The

jury found them guilty of
robbery and theft offences.

This week Campbell
decides whether to order are-
trial.

Arrests

Meanwhile, many more
young blacks are facing
similar trials.

In Sheffield and Not-
tingham, police have organis-
ed raids and large numbers of

arrests. In Lewisham, hun-
dreds of police took part in an

operation they named PNH-:

49. This stood for Police
Nigger Hunt.

Twenty-one young blacks
were arrested and, like the
Islington defendants, they
face conspiracy charges and
the possibility of long prison
sentences.

Like the Islington charges,
the Lewisham case is a frame-

AS THE NOTTING HILL CARNIVAL COMES ROUND AGAIN, THE DREADFUL
FACTS BEHIND THE TRIAL THAT FOLLOWED LAST YEAR'S POLICE RIOT

up, designed to inflame racial
hatred.

That is why the National
Front have crawled out of the:
gutter in Lewisham, with a
campaign of violent racialist
abuse.

And that is why every
socialist and trade unionist
must join in the effort to stop
the National Front from

marching through Lewisham
this Saturday.

| WAS arrested at
a hostel in
Islington last Oc-
tober in the early
hours of the mor-
ning and taken to
Hornsey +Police
Station.

I was told I'd been
thieving at the Carnival
with other boys.

When | said 1 had not, |
was told to stand against
the wall with my arms and
legs open.

One of the policemen
started punching me in the

stomach. | realised later that
this was because the marks

“wouldn’t show in court.

Then they put me ina cell by
myself. It was horrnble. It
smelled badly.

Punching

I would have cracked up if
I'd stayed there too long. |
couldn’t hear anything. The
policemen said they’d come
back when 1 told them what
I'd done at the Carnival.

After two days they came
back and took me upstairs
again. They said that they now
knew that I'd been stealing
handbags at the Carnival. |
said | had not.

They started punching me
again. They kept on asking me
to make a statment. | kept on
saying no.

So it went on. One of them
would punch me every few
minutes.

Finally, I just got fed up.
‘OK, I'll make a statement’ 1
said.

| never saw the statement |

The angry scenes at last year’s carnival as police harassment sparks a full-scale battle:

eaten up,

forced to

confess,

held for
6 months

The fury explodes: police framed 18 black youths to justify their action

and then NOT GUILTY

BY DESMOND RILEY

made. They wrote the words
they wanted into the statement
using my kind of language as
though it came from me.

They had me down as
saying that | went robbing at
the Carnival, and that the
thieving had been arranged at
McDonalds hamburger bar.

The following day |
appeared in the magistrates
court. I had not seen either
relatives or lawyers.

Bail was refused and 1 was
sent to a remand home. |
stayed in that remand home,
waiting for the case, for six

Interviewed by John Rose

months.

All I knew was that I was
not guilry.

At the Old Bailey it was my
word against the police. But
the jury could see my state-
ment had been punched out of
me.

The judge didn't like it.

Once he turned on my
barrister and told him he was
wasting his time.

I think he dismissed the jury
because eventually they would
have acquitted the rest on the
conspiracy charges.

The police had my name
before they arrested me.

Just before | left school. me
and my brother were oncge
arrested as we waited for a bus
in the West End in the after-
noon.

We were held at a police
station for three hours on ‘sus’.

The case was thrown out of

court the following week.

the pohce Iater took their revenge . . .
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All the fun of the fair: then the police waded in . . .

My brother has hauled up
nine times on ‘sus’. Everytime
he was let off.

Yes. I'm going back to the
Carnival this year. Why
shouldn’t 1?

It’s the police. They're the
ones that should go down.
They're the ones who con-
spired.

They planned this case.
They invented the stories.

They made it all up,
because we fought them at
the Carnival.

[LAME
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Lewisham 21, Wayne
Williams, South Africa
and Grunwicks and lots
more news of the black
struggle.

Get your copy of the
latest FLAME now!

8p per copy plus 7p
postage.

Orders from Flame 6
Cottons Gardens London
E2 8DN

FLAME STICKERS
100 for 25p
from Flame, 6
Cottons Gardens,
London. E2.
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RENT
AND
RATS,
UP BY
22%

THIS IS Salford Brow in
Manchester. Rents for these
flats have gone up by 22 per
cent in the last six months.
More increases are on the
way.

Tenants have found it
impossible to get the
landlord J. C. Morton, a
member of Salford Housing
Ltd, to carry out repairs.

The flats are rat infested,
walls are damp, windows do
not open and shut, electrical
wiring has perished.

Angry tenants have had
enough. They are meeting to
discuss action against the
landlord. They want Salford
Brow pulled down and the
occupants rehoused.

-
s

DUST-UP

A SOUTH WALES
COURT was told recently
that there are ‘hun-
dredweights and hun-
dredweights’ of coal on
the side of a railway line
in Mountain Ash ‘just
returning into dust.’

So what happened
when one young mother
went to take some of the
coal to keep her children
warm? She was picked
up by the police.

Jeanette Beck ad-
mitted stealing coal
worth £1.35 belonging
to National Smokeless
Fuels.

Her husband denied
being involved, but they
were each fined £20.

fascist
forced to take part in a
raid on the Communist
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Aid=their lethal weapon

REMEMBER THE
war between Egypt
and and Libya?
You’ve probably
forgotten it. It took
place three weeks ago,
and in the modern,
‘civilised’ world wars
on such a scale break
out about once a
month—like the
current war between
Somalia and Ethiopia.
All these wars are

FE

By Phil Marfleet

treated as ‘minor events’
by the media. Yet the
scale of operations is
greater than in many of

the early battles of World
War I1.

The wars usually take
place in impoverished ‘third
world’ countries. But their
roots lie very much in the
manoeuvrings of the great

wers, in particular of the

S and Russia.

S S
e

While arguing about
‘peace’ and ‘human rights’
these. impose untold
hardship on millions of peo-
ple. -

The recent Libya/Egypt
conflict is a classic example.
There are several reasons
why so-called ‘tension’
between Sadat of Egypt, and
Gadaffi of Libya produced
bitter fighting; but amongst
the most important has been

Sadat’s helplessness in the

-

Jailed for what?

DAVE ROBERTS,
the anti-fascist who
infiltrated the
National Front in Bir-
mingham, has been
sent to prison for 15
months.

Dave, who gave inside

informationon the NFto

(hc anti-
magazine, was

Searchlight,

Party headquarters to

keep his cover.

During the attack Dave

pretended he was ill so that
he took no active part in the
rampage.

But he was one of those
arrested by police and later
appeared in court. He told
the whole story to the court
and two members of the
National Front made
statements backing up his
claim that he had not been
actively involved.

But Dave was given a
year’s suspended sentence.

Recently he was seen by
police on an anti-fascist
demonstration. He threw
pepper at one of the Nazis—
which incidentally came

nowhere near touching
him—and was arrested.

The court decided to
impose the one year sentence
plus another three months.

Of course his defence in
the previous case was not
allowed to be given in the
recent case, so there was no
chance to explain that Dave
had actually harmed
nobody, yet he has been sent
down.

In fact, he has been in-
strumental in exposing some
of the more dangerous ac-
tivities of the Nazis. Yet for
his trouble he is rotting in jail
while the Nazis are still
walking the streets.

THE FIGHT AGAINST CRIME, Part 391

WHEN IS a drunken driver
not a drunken driver?

Answer: When he has a
note of immunity from a
police sergeant.

Norman Oliver was ac-
ting as chauffeur to a
comedian who had
appeared at the
Billingham police ball
when he was stopped and
given a breath test.

He had been supplied
with an immunity note
which explained that the
comedian Al Collins had
been entertaining police
officers.

He was told by Sagt.
Harry Knaggs that if he
was stopped he should
show the note and he
would be ‘let through'.

But the note didn’t work
with the policeman who

stopped the car and he
Teesside

appeared at
Crown Court where he
admitted driving with ex-
cess alcohol. He was two
and a half times over the
limit. :

He was fined £75.

But the automatic ban
that goes with a drinking
driving charge was not
imposed|

The Judge David
Roberts explained: ‘This
man had good cause to
believe that he would not
be prosecuted if he drank
and drove.’ :

So in other words, it's
OK to drink and drive so
long as you believe you
won’t get caught. Nothing
whatever to do with being
a danger to other road
users.

face of one of the West’s

biggest weapons—food.

In the early 1960s Egypt’s
then ruler, President Nasser,
wrote to American President
Kennedy. He acknowledged
his country’s pathetic
weakness, for he wrote, he
said, ‘from the leader of the
oldest but poorest state in
the world, to the President of
the newest and richest’.

He asked that the US
urgently step up the supplies
of grain which had already
become the lifeline of the
Egyptian economy.

This grain was exported as

‘aid’ under the Public Law

480. Vast quantities of poor
quality grain, which had
previously simply been
burned to keep up the big
farmers’ profits, were sold to
numbers of the poorest
countries.

Such sales though, always
had strings attached, for this
‘aid’ was to be used as a
powerful weapon.

Nasser discovered this
soon, for when in 1966 his
government adopted an
aggressive stance towards

BRITISH ARMY Naafi
official Sidney Carter
drove a 30-ton lorry
through an ASTMS
picket line at Krefeld in
Germany in February this
year.

Peter Leadley, 26, who
was on strike, was run
over by the lorry. He is in
Stoke Mandeville
hospital parlysed from
the waist down.

Mr Leadley and other
ASTMS members were
fighting a case of unfair
dismissal.

Sidney Carter, a former
lieutenant colonel,
appeared before a court
martial this week charged
with causing bodily harm
by wilful neglect.

He was acquitted.

O SCOTLAND YARD has
said that new riot
shields—similar to those
used by the Army in
Northern Ireland—will be
available to police at this
year's Notting Hill Car-
nival.

AMERICAN newsmen
asked ‘people’s president’
Jimmy Carter how fair it
was that women who can
afford abortions can go
ahead and have them, but
women who can’t are
prevented b{ court action
barring public money
from being spent on
abortion.

He replied: ‘Well, you
know there are many
things in life that are
unfair, that wealthy
people can afford and

poor people can’t. But |
don’t think the
ﬂG':::mmenl mmm:d make
opportu s equal
when there is a lnol'deq

How to give an executive
a £2000 rise without
the Inland Revenue noticing.

If you're a managing director, the problemsof
rewarding your overtaxed executives are only 100 familiar.

Yet there's one solution you may not have considered,
which arises from the Inland Revenue's new company car

tax rules.

Take the case of an executive with a typical company

car like a 2litre Ford Cortina.

Instead of increasing his salary, you could give him
another £2,000 worth of motor car. Without adding to his

tax bill.

All you have to do is to give him a new Audi 100.

For in the eyes of the Inland Revenue, the Audi 100 is
in the same tax class as the Ford Cortina, and his tax rate
for his company car remains at £350.

And if you order the car during August or September
your Audi dealer will give you a loan at a much lower
interest rate than even your bank.

It's only fair to point out that the Inland Revenue don’t
insist that you choose an Audi. Any 2 litre car will satisfy
them. Though it may not be so satisfactory to your

executives.

" After all. many people who

‘..' "
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previously drove Jaguars, Daimlers, | - we ™ g
BMWs, Mercedes, and eventhe - - e
occasional Rolls Royce, are now

happily driving our car.

It will be nice to have some

Cortina drivers as our friends, too.

The newAudi 100 won't get you any
threatening letters.

WITHOUT COMMENT
From The Times, 26 July

Israel, the US hurried to
protect ‘their friends by
withdrawing grain supplies
to Egypt.

In weeks Egypt was
racked by food shortages,
and the economy was helped
into a serfous crisis. War
with Israel followed within a
year.

Today the situation is far
worse. Egypt is rotally
dependent on reject. US
grain. Because bread and
peas is the staple diet of
almost all Egypt’s 40 million
population, the daily fate of
a vast mass of people hangs
on America’s latest strategy.

Ironically, tragically,
Egypt’s own high quality
corn is mostly exported to
Eastern Europe.

The US has Egypt by the

‘throat. A phone call from

Washington can halt the
grain ships in mid-Atlantic.
Within weeks the slow star-
vation of millions literally on
the breadline will set in.

Corrupt

Sadat, Egypt's present
ruler, needs food, money
and weapons. In order to
obtain them he has sold
Egypt into the hands of the
US and the big banks.

Now his regime is wholly
corrupt, its debts vast, and
Sadat so insecure that he
must always look over his

- shoulder— will he be displac-

ed by an army coup, will the
workers’ movement bring
him down?

His crutch was supposed
to be the promise of the
White House and the banks;
and vital grain supplies. But
to satisfy rheir need for a
secure and loyal ruler in
command in Cairo, Sadat
must keep close control of
his own forces, Egypt’s
hungry workers, and his
reputation in the Middle
East.

Violent

To satisfy a bankers’
demand, Sadat raised food
prices last January. He met
with a massive violent
response from the streets
and factories. The army
wobbled but stayed loyal.
But the price rises were
withdrawn.

This was an important
lesson for Sadat. He knows
that his paymasters in
‘Washington are watching—
he cannot afford any further
illustration of his weakness.

But sooner or later he
must raise food prices again.
This time he must be confi-
dent that he will receive
army backing.

What better than a short
decisive war against the little
state next door? Such action
concentrates military minds

And Sadat knows that the
grain supplies can be turned
on and off like a tap. These
he needs above all else.

The world news said that
Egypt and Libya went to
war. Planes and missiles
were used. But the most
effective weapons had been
used silently, from 10,000
miles away. -
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Willworkers pay

THE DEATH of
Makarios has
thrown Cyprus

A ‘great

wide open

politically.

The Communist Par-
ty, AKEL, ought to be
in a position to
challenge for power
with its wide support
among the workers,
peasants and sections of

the middle class.

Support

It could get some sup-
port from the small
Socialist Party, EDEK,
and exploit the split
between the right-wing

parties.

AKEL's leadership,

formesshe

left behind?

however is scared even to
think of such a possibility. It
has already called for a
‘patriotic government to unite
the people and continue the
struggle.’

This would be a right-wing
government under Kyprianou
or Papadopoulos, two veteran
servants of Makarios’s ad-
ministration,

With AKEL drifting further
to the right, EDEK leader

Lyssarides will try to pull
some of its disillusioned sup-
porters towards his party with
militant talk and left-wing
slogans. He will not turn his
words into deeds, however.
The strongest challenge to
the AKEL right-wing coali-
tion will come from former
acting president Clerides and
his extreme right-wing party
Democratic Rally, which con-
sists of businessman, lawyers

AMERICAN DIARY

0 NO NUKES, a protest
movement against the
spread of nuclear reactors,
recently ran into trouble in
New Hampshire.

The governor, Meldrum
Hampshire, a crazy right-
winger even by US stan-
dards, turned out the State
Troopers and threw every
one of the 1400
demonstrators in jail for up
to six days to ‘teach the
Commie conspirators a
lesson’.

This is the man who, a
couple of years ago, asked
the Federal government for
tactical nuclear weapons
to settle a fishing dispute
between New Hampshire

and the neighbouring state

SURG AT DL
By John

Charlton
1= =2 ]

Washington to demand the
repeal of laws dis-
criminating against farm
workers.

Several States have ‘right
to work’ laws which give
legal protection to scabs.

Workers on the land in the
South and West, made up
heavily of legal and ‘illegal’
immigrants from across the
Mexican border are
vulnerable to violent
attacks—legal and
physical—backed up by the
law.

The Texans in despera-

Klan.

0 AMTRAK, the American
railway network, have
been keeping a list of
homosexuals in their
employment with the in-
tention of denying them
promotion.

A gay employee filing a
complaint was told that his
promotion had been held
up because the passenger
train service was trying to
promote blacks and
women to satisfy other
equal opportunities com-
plaints.

It later emerged that an
employees’ list carried the
symbol F for ‘fag’ by some
names and an arrow,

and supporters of the terrorist
group, EOKA B.

Clerides is the favourite
choice of the Western leaders
to replace Makarios. Accor-
ding to the Daily Mail, *he isa
moderate and the obvious
choice’.

Whatever their political
differences, the four Greek
Cypriot parties will do nothing
to bridge the division between
Greek and Turkish workers on
the island.

Their talk about ‘struggle
for national survival’ and ‘the
barbaric Turks’ will widen the
divisions and make partition
appear the only solution.

But the new government
cannot avoid indefinitely a
struggle with the workers.

Despite the total freeze on
wages and the ‘economic
miracle’ of the last three years,
prices are rocketing and un-
employment 1s still high.

Maximum

Last April the trade union
-bureaucracy, negotiated
national agreements with the
Employers Federation and the
government, setting max-
imum wage levels for
thousands of workers.

A few weeks later, they
signed an Industrial
Relations Act outlawing
all unofficial strikes.

Not even this, however,

leader’

v who hated

strikes

By Bambos Stylianou.
Cypriot Worker Group

CYPRUS has been put
back in the headlines again
by -the sudden death of
President Makarios.

He has bequeathed a divid-
ed Cyprus, bitterly torn apart
before, during and after the
1974 war.

There is now a permanent
line of troops dividing it into
Turkish and Greek sections.

No-one should doubt
Makarios’ role in promoting
Western interests in ( yprus.

‘Regret’

l.ook at the Prime Ministers
and Presidents who paid
tribute to him: Callaghan,
Carter, D’Estaing, even the
Queen expressed ‘regret at the
loss of a great man.’

Yet 20 vears ago they called
him a ‘murderer’ and a
‘terrorist’, using words no
different 1o those now used
to describe the Provos in
Ireland.

For the people of Cyprus
were then fighting for in-
dependence from British rule.

Makarios built his reputa-
tion by identifying with that
struggle. But then he accepted
a form of independence that
left British bases on the island
and ensured continuation of
the hatreds between Greek
and Turkish Cypriots that the

of Maine. tion, have embarked on this signifying sexually . British had encouraged.
march to draw attention to  straight, against the rest. will be, enough to stop Makarios even offered the

O MEMBERS of the Texas  their plight. By mid-July More and more cases of  Workers’  struggles for Americans free military

Farm Workers Union are on  they had reached Louisiana,  anti-gay discrimination are  higher wages and im- . o . facilities.

a 1500-mile March For having been continuously emergingasthegaymove- proved conditions o - G He hated class struggle and

Human Rights . to harassed by the Ku Klux ment grows in militancy. spreading. PR Rt o mass 3(‘"0"~ saying repeated]

ly that ‘any industrial unres:

_________________ would be detrimental to our

WORRIED S . foane o v
E_rHIOPIA | ..... _ | 2 : ._  _ e | . “ | IN B RIEF

middle, next to the e E A y - . L _ : 00 MORE information is
patriarch, is a worried man: - | - - b leaking 0;'t about the tor-
Mengistu, the Ethiopian ture of Palestinian
militgry d;ctator prisoners by the Israeli

regime.
In the last couple of weeks, A delegation of US

which is the biggest property
owner on the island.

his army has lost control of . g 3 . e s 5 .:: i : 5 B : 2 & _ " lawyers, which included
much of the North, East of ¥ R : e i ' “ g fourJews, found last week
the country to rebel forces ; $ e S g % TN P B g g o a . that Israel denies ‘very

basic rights’ and said that
the treatment of Arab
prisoners and detainees
was ‘shocking’.

backed by neighbouring G e i = & o -
Somaliland. At the same i ~ .

time, he lives in fear of
further military defeat by
the Arab-backed Eritrean
liberation forces in the T NG .
north of the country. e B G

oaal >
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Sl >
S
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No wonder Mengistu is
turning to the most
desperate methods t6
bolster his position. The
photo shows him exhorting
his army with the help of

J THE Portuguese govern-
ment of Mario Soares has
proved once again that it is
‘'socialist’ in name only.

It is telling workers that
they will have to make
‘sacrifices’ to deal with the
country’'s economic
problems.

But, at the same time, it is
passing laws which will
hand over hundreds of
millions of pounds to the
owners of the monopolies

two reactionary religious b B
leaders. But that is not

ikely todohimmuch good. . RS 30 I T Vi R B o et SN
gen?)ltje;::g{lhgszessve'wz ;0 S S .::::;E;'z : | 5 W 5 _' ] . _*’5' It has passed laws | imitir'!g

left, led by the EPRP, or by
the right-wing, pro-
American EDU.

estates in the Southern
Alentejo region, seized by
farm workers.
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A PRATT.
amiable pratt.
pratt nonetheless’.

lThus a prominent
engineering emplover in
Birmingham  described
Terry Duffy. who has
risen astonishingly in five
vears from assistant
devisional organiser to
front runner for the most
influential  trade union
position in the country:
the Presidency of the
AUEW,

lerry Duffy has led no
major strikes. won no notable
victories over emplovers.

One of his most familiar
statements as a union official
during negotiations is:

‘You must excuse me for
this presentation, hecause |
Anow nothing about the sub-
ect.”

When the stewards at
Ralcigh Industries in
Smethwick were fighting for
the €6 under Phase 1 of
[ abour’s wage freeze, he told
them first that they hadn't a
hope of getting it.

When they remonstrated
with him. he promised to
negotiate on their behalf.

At the conference with the
emplovers.  however.,  the
Raleigh men’s case was led’
by Tom Crispin of the
T&GWLU., though the
T&GWL has only 60 workers
in the factory.tothe AUEW's
400. Duffy took the back seat.

Grey

Another triumph of Duf-
fy's was his handling of the
British lLevland toolsetters
strike in 1976,

Phoned by BRMB, the
local radio station, Duffy
stated that the strike was all
the work of Communists and
agitators.

When he met the setters,
who had not been on strike
for 20 vears. he complained
that he had been misquoted —
and apologised.

The more Birmingham
trade unionists you talk to
about Duffy. the less you
know about him. Duffy is
remembered only as the grey
man in the background. who
enjoys his golf and is quick to
lose his temper.

A steward at Baxters BSR
remembers looking out of the
window during negdtiations.
There. in the factory yard,
were Terry Duffy and Bill
Brown of the Screw, Nut and
Balt Association (now ab-
sorbed in the Engineering
Employers Federation) prac-
tising their golf swings
together.

How has this nonentity
risen to such heights?

There are two answers. The
first is the Press. The second
is the Church.

Discuss

The Press started to
trumpet Duffy’s cause in the
spring of 1974, soon after the
union had called a strike over
the sequestering of union
funds by the National In-
dustrial Relations Court«

The response to the strike
in Wolverhampton was
patchy. The Wolverhampton
District  Committee, then
controlled by the Left,
demanded the cards of all
shop stewards who had not
explained why they had not
led their men out on the

strike. ‘
This ham-fisted action
gave the right-wing the

chance to counter-attack.
Duffy came to the shop
stewards quarterly meeting.
The main speaker, John
Foster, was shouted down by
demands from Duffy and his
stewards to discuss the strike.
Duffy had made his mark.
The Wolverhampton Express
and Star started a long
campaign to conjure himinto
an important public figure.
In 1975-76. this campaign
was taken wup nationally.
Duffy was the right wing
candidate for the executive
elections from Division 4.

F
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Duify by name,

Dufty by

nature...

When the union executive
decided to postpone the
election pending - the re-
alignment  of boundaries,
Duffy took the wunion to
court. Predictably. he won.

The election went ahead in
a great cascade of Press
hysteria  against  the left.
Duffy won.

His victory was greeted
with a huge feature article in
the Wolverhampton Express
and Star entitled, The Future
President of the AUEW,

At the time. this seemed
ridiculous. There were at least
three right-wing contenders
for the Presidency who could
leave Duffy standing.

John Boyd. the articulate
general secretary, was con-
sidering whether he should
stand. Boyd's candidate for
the President, if he himself
decided not to run, was the
‘boy wonder’ from Scotland,
Gavin Laird—Robin to Bat-
man Boyd. '

Right

Laird was the favourite of
the employers and the in-
dustrial correspondents.

But Boyd's patronising
attitudes irritated many on
the right, Eventuallly, he
agreed not to stand, and
persuaded lLaird not to.

Boyd's mantle then fell on
George Butler, the Coventry
organiser, a right winger of
no mean ability.

But Bovd and Co reckoned
without the Catholic Church.

For many vyears, the
Church has run a loosely-knit
organisation inside the
AUEW known as Catholic
Action.

It has no officers, no open
meetings. But it prospered
hugely under the kindly eye of
the old tyrant—and papal
knight — William Carron,
who was union president
from 1956 to 1968.

Scanlon’s victory in 1968
rolled back Catholic Action’s
influence. Nor did“they get
much support from Boyd, a
Presbyterian .and Salvation
Army man who hasn’t much
time for ‘Popery’.

Luck

Catholic Action pulled out
all the stops for Duffy (as they
have for their other protegee
Bill Jordan, the deeply reac-
tionary Birmingham
divisional organiser).

At a meeting in Leeds to
select the candidate, they
were helped by luck. A coach
of Butler’s supporters broke
down, and never reached the
meeting.

Two other coaches of
Duffy supporters from Red-
ditch got there on time—and
Duffy won by a handful of
votes.

His victory means that the
AUEW stands to slip back
into the dark ages.

A Duffy victory would be a

PAUL FOOT
on the

right- wing
candidate for
one of the top
union offices
in the land

signal for another round of
witch-hunting of socialists
and militants in the union.
Every progressive policy of
the union would be seriously
imperilled.

And the public image of the
union would be presented by
a President without imagina-
tion, talent or even the most
modest ability to express
himself.

September’s voting for the
AUEW Presidency is perhaps
the most important yet in the
postwar history of British
trade unions.

Duffv must not be elected.

And thebest way to oppose
him is to fight for a candidate
who is completely free from
the bureaucratic tentacles of
AUEW officialdom: a can-
didate whose political think-
ing and trade union activism
takes its root from the union

members among whom he
works.

Of the four candidates

who have submitted their
election address, only one,
lan Morris, measures up
to that description.

The inside story
of a National
Front branch,
by a man who
quit in disgust

By JOHN
CONSIDINE,

o S B ¢ a former

ey &% member of

the NF in

Tower Hamlets,

East London

o

I JOINED the
National Front
because I was dis-
turbed by articles in
the newspapers
about  increasing
immigration  into
Britain and I believ-
ed it should be
stopped.

I saw the Front as
being a constitutional
party, a

party,

achieving power.

So 1 joined an organisa-
tion which 1 soon found
was much more than I
expected.

I was—as | still am—
unemployed and on social
security. In the Claimants
Union I met some racists who
were pushing what I gathered
was an ‘NF line’—*Asians
cause unemployment,
homelessness, queue jumping,
and social security fiddles.’

Racist

I became secretary of Wap-
ping Claimants Union and |
pushed this sort of thing.
Some of the members were
pretty right-wing and racist,
going on about ‘repatriate the
blacks’.

National Front members
came to Claimants Union
meetings. Some of them saw
the Claimants Union as poten-
tially an alternative to the
Right to Work Campaign.

Accordingly people like
Frank Berry, the chairman of
Tower Hamlets National
Front, and John Roberts,
from Barking, became the
‘welfare rights’ men for their
areas during election times.

Join the Right to Work

Will | get paid my
dole money?

Before you go on the
march just tell the dole
office you are going on the
march and ask for a
holiday form. You will get
your money paid to you as
normal.

What about food
and
accommodation?

The marchers will be
sleeping in big tents we
have hired. All food will be
provided free to all
marchers. We will be
collecting the money from
trade unionists up and
down the country.

What sort of
entertainmentis laid
on?

Big dances and discos are
being organised for every
town we will be in. Several
punk rock, rock and reggae
bands have already
offered their services.
While we- are telling them
that we've got the right to
work we'll make sure we
have a good time. It will all
be free for the marchers.

WE'LL WIPE TWAY
SMILE OFF YOUR

A\

to

With thanks to -
TEMPORARY
HOARDING

Blackpool,

March

Liverpool

law-abiding
dedicated to
parliamentary means of

The story was put about
that the NF could get you
more social = security—for
whites only, of course.

| went last November to the
National Front
march. At this rally the biggest

Yes, the

Rhodesia

banner-waving roar of ap-

proval was when John Tyn-
dall, the NF chairman, stated:
‘The last war was fought

for International Zionism |

and only they benefitted.
Germany has every right to
honour its dead. The real
tragedy is that white man

t&ught white man.’

"White slag’

When Andrew . Fontaine
spoke he said that in the
election campaign ‘we’re going
into  Brixton to open real

aa e
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meaningful dialogue with the

Reds.” The _Brixton violence
followed. Brixton was referred
to as ‘muggersville’.

We went on an unofficial

demonstration against the

Troops Out Movement march
in Hammersmith last year. We
were very frustrated at the
good turn-out for the march.

We
Hammersmith Town
with some of the NFers abus-
ing black people all the way
up. If they saw a white girl

with a black man they scream-

ed ‘white slag’ at her.

On the way back in the van
the

the fat lady with
megaphone was annoyed with
the fascist salutes that had
been given. She said:

‘We all know that we're
fascists but we don't have to

make it obvious.’
There was one particular

lad called Glen Matthews.

from the
area of

a postman
Whitechapel

East London. He was full of

talk about the Ku Klux Klan,
Roger. a lab technician from

Leyton. was knowledgeable

about the split in the Italian
neo-fascist and  terrorist
organisation, the MSI.

Glen Matthews is a member
of the British Movement as
well as the National Front.
Berry tried and failed to get
him expelled.

Recruit

At the local fascist pub, the
Bladebone in Bethnal Green

Road, one Sunday afternoon

after the Brick Lane paper
sale. a lot of discussion took

place.
There were members.of th

NF, the British Movement,

the League of Saint George,
and even the paramilitary
Column 88. The more N
groups attempted to recruit
the less Nazi group members.
I had a discussion with one
British Movement man, who
was also in the NF, He w
called John Muzzlewhite. He
was with an ex-British Army:

......

East London Nazis on the ma
Mein Kampf and find out how:
the centre of the world',

walked up to
Hall




v are Naz

British Movement, the organisation that believes ‘Hitler Was Right’

serviceman.

The ex-Army man had been
to Ulster and had infiltrated
the Catholic ex-serviceman's
league. He is now fighting in
Southern Africa.

One person had a US army
manual. He talked of 10lband
201b bombs for use on Asian
premises. He said: ‘We will
never come to power peaceful-
ly. The only way to power is by
paramilitary means.’

They talked about putting a
bomb in an Asian cinema.
They also talked about

members of the British Army
SAS squad in some branches.
And other branches where the
members were still acting

~ servicemen and were called

o

r—one NE member told John Considine: ‘' Read
e white race is to be destroved and Israel is to be

‘contacts.’

They also talked of organis-
ing a pirate radio station
which wouldn't mention NF
but would have NF politics.

In the Bladebone you can
buy copies of Hitler's book

Mein Kampf, and stickers

with swastikas and the slogan
‘We're Back'. And theré were

gnited

Tvndall (right) and Andrew Fontaine, who owns land in Norfolk

other racist stickers on sale.
One prominent member

of Tower Hamlets NF was
sending out letters to local
people, supposedly from

official sources, saying that
theyTvould have to put up
Tmmi grant’ | 333?6
because of the housing

shorisge. .~~~ -

This took place in the
Camden’s Head,. also in

Bethnal Green Road, right
next door to the police station.

At one meeting where | was
present a
member said that paramilitary
training was available at his
stately home in Norfolk.
South African agencies were
recruiting through NF
branches.

That’s when [ began to
realise that [ was getting
involved in something very
evil-—right-wing terrorist
organisation masquerading as

Dave Director outside the Blade Bone pub,

where the Nazis gather
[friends were attacked by nine NI members.

and where he and two

Dave had four teeth knocked out.

prominent NF.

a party.

On one occasion there was a
discussion about prominent
left-wingers. They wanted to
blind one delegate to the local
Trades Council and smash in
his kneecaps.

They talked of attacking
and raping one¢ local woman
socialist.

At one meeting, one of the
leaders of the National Front,
Jeremy Wotherspoon, spoke
advocating forced repatria-
tion of al/l black people and
their dependents.

We were warmly received.
But some people left the
organisation as a result, in-

cluding a local (Hackney)
prospective parliamentary
candidate.

Reject

Here are two quotes. One is
from a Column 88 man:
‘Hitler was sent by Christ to
save Mankind. | hope you
leave the NF and go further
right.’

The other is from an NF
member called Glen. ‘Read
Mein Kampf and find out how
the white race i1s to be
destroyed -and Israel is to be
the centre of the world.’

Is this really to be the third
political party in the country?

If the Wood Green march
by the NF had been a success
the plan was to mount a whole
range of attacks on the left.
But we all know what happen-
ed.

| will be marching next

Saturday in Lewisham -

against what | now know
is a fascist and Nazi
group—the NF. | reject
completely all immigra-
tion controls as belng
racist. | homﬁs article
will help put a stop to
their evil existence.

finally

The Hitler salute . . . from two East London fascists: on the left is Glen Matthews, who holds dual membership of the National Front and the

THE National Front has
said something
about Grunwicks.

Any trade unionist who
believes the Front have
anything at all to offer
should read the extracts we
print here from an article
by its chairman, John Tyn-
dall.

The article says nothing
about the rights of workers
to belong to a trade union.

It was  headlined
‘Grunwick—licence  for
revolution.’
The sensible course
would have been
to equip the police

with water cannon, tear gas
and rubber bullets, with full
authority to use those im-
plements as the situation re-
quired.

The police could then have
broadcast a warning over a
loudspeaker informing the
mob of their intention to clear
the area with these various
means at their command. The
mob could have been given
five minutes to disperse
peacefully, after which time
they would only have had
themselves to blame if they got
a soaking, or worse.

Red agitators of the kind
present, who in my experience
cannot be reasoned with but
only understand the language
of ruthless force. would have
got the message

Our police, whether they be
on duty at factories like
Grunwick or at National
Front marches attacked by red
mobs in the same way, should
not have to wait till an actual
physical act of -violence has
been committed; they should
be empowered beforehand to
take action against those
responsible for organising
and planning acts of violence
in advance.

Nothing could be more
fatuous than the claim that all

those thousands of leftists.

1S
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IF YOU
HAVE
ANY
DOUBITS
READ
THIS

were transported to Grunwick
from every corner of the
country merely in order to
‘persuade’ workers not to
report for work—unless the
word ‘persuade’ is applied in
the widest possible way to
include the use of the cosh and
the broken bottle!

These thousands were clear-
ly brought to Grunwick for the
purpose of causing trouble.
The very organisation of this
operation should be made
impossible within the law.

In this case I submit that
more than enough proof could
be acquired through serious
and systematic police infiltra-
tion of subversive political
bodies in order that all their

They talked
about raping
one opponent
and blinding
another.

They discussed
bombing an
Asian cinema.

They sold
copies of
Mein Kampf
and swastika
stickers.

movements, internal as well as
external, could be monitored
and recorded.

If we want our law-abiding
citizens to be able to go about
their business in safety we
must be prepared to pay a
price for it. and | do not
consider the ‘rights’ of those
whose allegiance is to the
Soviet political system to be
too high a price in this regard.

. . . the law of the land has
been placed in abeyvance
because those in power simply
have not the will to stand up to
those who would openly defy
it. It is the green light for
anarchy: it is the licence for
revolution.

It is in this way that state
after state has crumbled
before communism.

Such suceptibilities will not
ever inhibit us. When we
obtain the mandate to govern
this country, as one day we
will, we will take all measures
necessary to restore the rule of
law to our streets and places of
work. learning and leisure.

Red mobs have not
frightened us when we have
been without the implements
of law enforcement: they
assuredly will not
frighten us when those

implements are in our
hands.

STOP THE NAZIFRONT

Demonstrate Saturday 13
August;Assemble 1pm; Clifton Rise
(near New Cross Station)

Called by August 13 Orgamsing Committee, supported by

Communist Party

.........

L. All SWP branches and members in London, Midlands
and Home Counties to support

Lewisham 21 Defence Committee, SWP, Right to Work
Campaign and individual members of the Labour Party and
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Scotland

ABERDEEN Womens
Voice/Socialist Worker open
meeting: Racism. Tuesday 16

August, 7.30pm, 163 King Street (first
floor)

GLASGOW CENTRAL Socialist
Workers Party public meetings.:
Every other Wednesday, 7.30pm, at
SW Books, 64 Queen Street

17 August: The crisis in the Comm-

unist Party—Eurocommunism,

Stalinism or revolutionary socialism?
31 August: Revolutionary socialism

in the workplace—how to organise.

EDINBURGH Socialist Workers
Party public meeting and film:
Grunwicks—the need for a rank and
file movement. Speaker: Steve
Jefferys, Thursday 18 August,
7.30pm, Room 2, Trades Council
Picardy Place.

EDINBURGH: Supporters of the
Socialist Workers Party coming to a
college or univeristy in the Edinburgh
area please contact: George Higgins,
c¢/0 Rodger, 2 ElIm Row, Edinburgh.

PAISLEY Socialist Workers Party
Agitprop group presents a film night,
plus discussion: The Grapes of Wrath.
Wednesday 17 August, 7.30pm,
Paisley Town Hall.

Yorkshire

HULL SOCIALIST BOOKS, 238
Springbank, Hull. Open 10am-
5.30pm, Monday to Saturday.

LEEDS STUDENTS: Will any
member or supporter of the SWP
coming to study at a college in or
around Leeds please contact S Smith,

2 Chestnut Ave, Leeds 6, as soon as
possible.

SHEFFIELD STUDENTS: Will any
member or supporter of the SWP
coming to study at a college in
Sheffield please ring Sheffield
584561 as soon as possible?

HULL Socialist Workers Party meets
alternate Thursdays, 8pm, Socialist
Books, 238 Springbank. Next meeting
18 August.

HULL Socialist Workers Party public
meeting: The Rank and File fight
back. Speakers: local trade unionists.
Wedneday 14 September, 8pm, YPI,
George Street. ~

Wednesday 14 September, 8pm, YPI,

North East

NEWCASTLE Socialist Workers
Party meets every Thursday, 8pm,
The Bridge Hotel (Newcastle end of
High Level Bridge). All readers and
supporters of Socialist Worker
welcome.

DARLINGTON Socialist Workers
Party bookshop now opened. The
Bookcentre, Winston Street,
Darlington (off Duke Street). Open
every weekday, noon-2pm and 4-
5pm, and all day Saturday. Stock
includes all SWP literature plus a
wide selection of other left wing
writings and second-hand book
bargains.
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BUILD THE
SOCIALIST

ALTERNATIVE!

Public meetings and events
organised by the Socialist
Workers’ Party and its fraternal

organisations.

O Send notices, to reach us by first post Monday at
the latest, to Whats On, Socialist Worker, Corbridge
Works, Corbridge Crescent, London, E2 9DS.

North West

WYTHENSHAWE Socialist Workers
Party meetings: Every other Wednes-
day, Small Room, Wythenshawe
Community Association, Portway
Woodhouse Park.

17 August: Racism and blacks in
Britain.

31 August: Women's rights and
abuition

HULME AND MOSS SIDE Socialist
Workers Party meets every Thursday
at the Grants Arms, Royce Road,
opposite St Wilfreds School. Speaker
alternate Thursdays.

LIVERPOOL: Any Socialist Workers
Party members starting a course at

Liverpool Univeristy, the Polytechnic

or any of the colleges in September

1977 should contact Merseyside

district secretary, c/o 2b Dawson

Street, Liverpool 1. Any non-

members interested in SWP activities

and meetings should also write.

BIRKENHEAD Socialist Workers
Party meet every Thugsday, 8pm, Pier
Hotel, Woodside, Birkenhead (by the
Ferry). Basic socialist ideas course
now starting. All welcome.

LIVERPOOL SOUTH Socialist
Workers Party meet every Wednes-
day, 8pm, County Hotel, Commutation
Row, Liverpool 3 (opposite St
George’s Hall). All welcome.

KIRKBY Socialist Workers Party
meet every Thursday, 7.30pm, Tower

Hill Community Centre, Heathfield,
Tower Hill, Kirkby AN welcome.

DIDSBURY and WITHINGTON
Socialist Workers Party social Fr-
day 19 August. Bpm-mednight. The
Cavaicade, Dudsbury Bar extension
till midnight 40p empioyed 20p
unemployed All proceeds to the Right
to Work Campaign

Notices and meetings

Notices for this column

must be posted to arrive by

first post the Monday before
publication. We cannot take
them over the phone. Send
CASH WITH COPY (10p a
word) to Classified, Socialist
Worker, Corbridge Works,
Corbridge Crescent, London
E2 9DS. No invoices*can be
sent.

SOUTHERN AFRICA SOLIDARI-
TY CAMPAIGN:

[J New address—21 Mayall Road,
Brixton, London SE24.

0 JUMBLE SALE: Camden
Labour Centre, (near Camden tube),
11am, Saturday 20 August. Please
take jumble to SASC office orto 175a
Kentish Town Road, London NW1, or
phone 01-267-5059 for collection.

D BADGES: In red and black, 20p
each (plus 10p postage) or £2 for ten,
£15 for 100.

[C PENS: Red with ‘Southern
Africa Solidarity Campaign’ inscrip-
tion. 10p each {plus 10p postage), 10
for £1.

Both available from SASC office
(address above). Cheques payable to
Southern Africa Solidarity Cam-

paign.

SOUTHERN
STRUGGLE® a programme of two
new documentaries, shot
clandestinely in Southern Africa:
Namibia Armed, and All We Want is

AFRICA IN

HOLLOWAY HOUSING AID CEN-
TRE: established housing aid centre
requires worker with housing/com-
munity action experience. £3-3,500.
Details: 386 Hornsey Road, London
N19 4HT or phone 272 9445 (closed
for holidays 15-20 August). Closing
date 9 September.

GRUNWICKS Strike Committee
APEX and TGWU Benefit Social:
Friday 19 August, 7pm-1am, Alex-
ander Palace, Palm Court Room.
Disco and band, Bar and snacks
available. Tickets £1. Nearest tubes
Finsbury Park, Turnpike Lane, Wood
Green. Buses: W3, W7.

ACTSS Legal Workers Branch
meeting Thursda 11 August,
6.30pm, at TGWU, North Gower

Street, near Warren Street Tube
Station. All workers in solicitors’
offices welcome.

'----------

! Bulkorders by post

for SW Sup-
PRI O ST TR

porters.
——

Socialist Worker has a
special POST-FREE SER-
VICE for SW Supporters

OLDHAM Socialist Workers Party
regular discussions: Alternate
Thursdays beginning 4 August, 8pm,
The Sergeant at Arms, King Street
(room behind the bar). Non-members
welcome.

HULL Socialist Workers Party public
meeting: Fight the fascist menace.
Speakers: local trade unionists.
Wednesday 17 August, 8pm, YPI,
George Street.

CREWE Rock Against Racism gig,
with Any Trouble band. Friday 12
August, 8pm, Angel Hotel, Victoria
Street.

LEYLAND Socialist Workers Party
now meets every Friday, 7.30pm, The
Original Seven Stars, Slater Lane,
Leyland.

STOCKPORT Socialist Workers
Party meetings: Thursdays, 8pm, The
Spread Eagle, Hillgate.

18 August: Is China socialist?

NORTH STAFFS and SOUTH
CHESHIRE: Anyone coming to
college in Stoke, Madeley, Crewe or
Alsoger, please contact: Alan
Gibbens, 41 Stoneley Avenue,

Coppenhall, Crewe, Cheshire CW1 ,

4NH, or telephone Crewe 4015.

BOLTON Socialist Workers Party
public meeting: Why Russia Isn’t
Socialist. Speaker. Colin Barker,
Wedneday 17 August, 8pm, Balmoral
Hotel, Bradshawgate.

SW MANCHESTER and FLAME
meeting: Don’t be fooled—the
is a Nazi Front.

be won over? Speaker: John Cornerdl
(TGWU). Thursday 18 August. 8pm,
The Queens Hotel, Monsall St, off
Queens Road (off Rochdale Road).

BURNLEY Socialist Workers Party
public meetings/discussions every
Thursday, 8.30pm, Oild Red Lion,
Manchester Road.

18 August: Is there a world food
crisis?

25 August: Fascism, its roots and how
to fight it.

BURY Socialist Workers Party
meets every Thursday, 8pm, The Sun
Dial Hotel, Walmersley Road.

25 August: Right to Work Campaign.

1 September: Women and Socialism.

Midlands

CLASS ACTION

WOLVERHAMPTON Socialist
Workers Party meetings: Thursdays,
8.30pm, The Garrick Head, Lichfield
Street.

18 August: Rape.

BIRMINGHAM: Supporters of the
Socialist Workers Party attending
Birmingham Poly in the autumn
gl;‘a;e contact Dave Owens, 021 643

LEICESTER Socialist Workers Party
discussion meetings Thursdays,
7.30pm, The Pineapple, Burleys Way,
7.30pm.

11 August: Euro-Communism and the
split in the CP.

25 August: The struggle in the white
collar unions.

Wales

ABERYSTWYTH: Coming to college

~in October? Anyone coming now to

UCW, CLW or WAC please contact
Jane Hanscomb, 10 Cambrian

Square, Aberystwyth, Dyfed.

ABERYSTWYTH Womens Voice
public meetings: Every other Tues-
day, 8pm, side bar, Farmers.

16 August: Equal pay

30 August: Abortion

ABERYSTWYTH Socialist Workers
Party discussion meetings- Every
other Monday, 8pm, side bar,
Farmers.

CARDIFF Socialist Workers Party
discussion meetings for members
and supporters. Every other Monday,
SWP Bookshop, 58 Bridge Street.

15 August: Industrial relations and
‘ne role of the shop steward. Speaker:
B Williams

29 August: Imperialism and the
theory of permanent revolution.
Speaker: T Pearson

CARDIFF Womens Voice Group
Abortion/Womens  Rights  stall,
Saturday 13 August, 10am-4pm,
Loudoun Square, Butetown. All
welcome.

East Anglia

BURY ST EDMUNDS Socialist
Workers Party: Any SWP supporters
in the area who wish to help in
building the branch should contact
the national office, 6 Cottons Gar-
dens, London E2.

CHELMSFORD Socialist Workers
Party public meetings on Why You
Should Be a Socialist. Every Thurs-
day, 8pm, Royal Steamer (Townfield
St, just behind railway station).

18 August: Because you'd be better
off. Speaker: Andy Watson.

25 August: Because you'd have real
democracy. Speaker: Jessica Hine.

1 September: Because you'd have
real freedom. Speaker: Roger Welch.
22 September: Because you'd have
hope. Speaker: Sue Johns.

Workers Party members and sup-
porters coming to esther the Univers:-
ty of East Anglia, Norwich City
College, or Keswick College, this
October, please contact Dave Arthur,
Zf:;'kNorwich Road, Wymondham, Nor-
olk.

CAMBRIDGE: students coming to
tech or university in September,
please contact Derek (0223-65477)
now.

South East

CRAWLEY Socialist Workers Party
discussion meeting: Capitalism and
imperialism. Friday 12 8pm,
Brewery Shades, High All
readers and supporters welcome.

please :
Purcell Close, Colchester, as soon as
possible (to plan a fightback against
victimisation).

delegates ana a workers’ militia.
At most, parliamentary activity can
be used to make propaganda against

London

WEST MIDDLESEX Socialist
Workers Party discussion meetings:
Every other Tuesday, 7.45pm, The
Griffin, 57 Brook Road, Brentford.
23 August: Women and socialisi,.,

LEWISHAM Socialist Workers Party
public meeting: Fight
unemployment—fight fascism.
Speaker: David Widgery. Thursday 18
August, 8pm, Lewisham Concert Hall,
Catford.

ISLINGTON Socialist Workers Party

open meetings, Thursdays, 8pm,
Hemingford Arms, Offord Road, Lon-
don N1,

18 August: The Desoutters Strike.
Speaker from the Strike Committee.
25 August: The Rank and File Move-
ment.

HACKNEY Rock Against Racism for
the Right to Work Campaign: Satur-
day 20 August 8-11.30pm Assembly
Rooms, Hackney Town Hall, Mare
Street E8. Buses 106, 253, 35,6, 277,
48, 22, 55, 30, 38. Eith The Cimarons

and Generation X, plus disco and bar."

Tickets £1 (50p for unemployed with
dole card). Phone Liz 739 9772 (day)
254 3470 (eve) for tickets or to
Bookmarks, 265 Seven Sisters Road,
London N4.

FLAME/ALARM public meeting.
Speakers: David Edgar and local trade
unionists. Thursday 11 August, 8pm,
St Matthews Crypt, Brixton Hill,
London SW9.

NELP: coming to NELP in September?
Please contact Gary, daytime, 555
8447 There will be a meeting of all
NOISS and SWP members and sup-
porters Monday 19 September, 1pm
The Quiet Room, Students Union,
Barking Precinct, Longbridge Road,
Barking. First branch meeting, 28
Eaeptember, 6.30pm, Greengate St
r. -

LAMBETH Socialist Workers Party
public meeting: South Africa.
Speaker: John Rogers. Wednesday 17
August, 8pm, Right to Work Centre,
21 Railton Road, Brixton.

South Coast

SOUTHAMPTON Socialist Worker
discussion meetings: Fvery Sunday,
8pm, The Anchor.

14 August: Bosses’ science v
workers’ needs—How science could
be used.

BRIGHTON Socialist Workers Party
public meeting: Why you should be a
socialist. Speaker: Paul Foot.
Wednesday 24 August, 8pm,
Resource Centre, North Road.

Action in

the unions

TGWU: Regional meetings for all
SWP members and supporters in the
Transport and General Workers Un-

ion
Region 5—Midlands: Saturday 3
September 2pm, 224 High Street
Dertend, '

Region 6—NORTH WEST: Sunday
11 September, 1pm, 2b Dawson
Street, Liverpool 1 (near Playhouse).

Region 9—YORKSHIRE: Sunday 18
September, details later.

Region 4—WALES: Date to be fixed.

AGENDA: Report-back from
national meeting. TGWU General
Executive Council elections, Cam-
paign for Democracy in the TGWU,
the fight against the 12-month rule.

RAILWAY WORKERS: URGENT. . .

don. Phone Tom Machell 3403827, or
write 16 Ribblesdale Rd, London N8.

Letters' Extra

~——

JIM PARKES (9 July) ig-
nores the huge steps
forward in education this
century. And he would of
course dipute that working
conditions have similarly
improved.

Perhaps he merely forgot

|the Welfare State, which

has considerably softened
the impact of the present
crisis.

We move forward a yard
and back a foot—creeping
socialism, if you like, but
gains nevertheless.

O A J EGGS, Witham.

WHAT is the history of the
Socialist Workers Party?
Where do we stand on
Ireland, immigration con-
trols, industrial democracy?
How do we differ from other
left-wing groups? We need a
book for new members and
contacts on the need for the
SWP, spelling out our
policies point by point.

O ANI« MARCHANT,
Loughborough

DAVID BUNCH mis-
understood my letter (9
July). 1 have always ad-
vocated wages for
housework to apply to both
sexes.

| have never been con-
vinced by the argument
that people who empty
dustbins sould be paid
wages while those who fill
them should not.

My letter contained a
printing error which may
have given rise to a mis-
understanding. It should
have said: ‘She should
have an interest, or in-
terests, outside her home’,
but the word outside was
omitted.

0 KATHLEEN JONES,
Shrewsbury.

IN MY union branch,
members voted
overwhelmingly for a 20 per
cent pay demand with a cost
of lving protection of 1 per
cent for every 1 per centrise
In prices.

The only opposition caem
from a member of the SWP,
who argued that it would
‘disarm the militancy of the
workers’. | cannot unders-
tand this.

O JEAN McGRATH,
Beeston

JUST to add to the article
(23 July) on the men who
won't be ‘short of a few
crumbs’,

Five directors in this
country have just joined
the ‘ton-up club’. That
means they belong to more
than 100 boardrooms.

The record is held by a
solicitor who is on 214
boards.

Of course, we can allrise
to such prominence in this
‘democratic’ country and |

RE WE STAND

1 INDEPENDENT WORKING

demonstrates

revolution cannot survive in isolation
INn one country.

that a socialist

DONT
KNOCK
IT—THE

SYSTEM
HAS GOT
BETTER

can assure you that family
connections and old boys
clubs have absolutely
nothing to do with it.

O CHRIS B, Cambridge

TV TAKES UP a good part of
our lives—so surely we
deserve something better
from SW than Roland Mul-
doon’s trivial and irrelevant
column? .

It fails to get to grips in a
critical way with the
programmes we're sub-
jected to.

O BILL COLLINS,
Southampton

WE ARE amazed by the
number of people turning
up on demos wearing san-
dals or flip-flops.

It is likely they will, even
just walking along in a
demo, get their feet stood
on, not to mention the
damage likely to be in-
flicted should they be in-
volved in a crowd of people
shoved around by the'
police, as at Grunwicks.

O L BALFOUR, S
MASCARENHAS, K
MITCHELL, E London

CHRIS HARMAN (23 July)

discusses the ultimate
obscenity, the neutron
bomb. But he understates
the horror.

When a nuclear bomb is
dropped, there are three
effects—blast, firestorm
and radio-active fall-out.

The neutron bomb is
designed to have a low level
of blast and fire-storm but
an extremely iIntense,
though short-lived, level of
fall-out.

Those who die do so from
radiation sickness, and
those who live contract skin
cancer and leukaemia and
bear hideously deformed
babies.

Those who clamour for
these new weapons to save
‘civilisation” are the same
people who preach the
sanctity of human life and of
the unborn baby.

0 CHARLIE LEWIS,
Croydon

Police
swoop—for
3 library
books

MOLLY SMITH lives in a
crumbling block of flats which

the present system. Only the mass
action of the workers themselves can

The workers create all the wealth
under capitalism. A new society can

who wish to take two or
more copies each week

' Freedom (on Zimbabwe). Each night

is being cleared because it is
6.30: Monday 15 August to Friday 19 £

Russia, China and Eastern Europe , vica.
unfit to live in.

. are not
/Tb«&?:::‘,a;hestgg:er ng:g:a, V\/215 to sell at~work on the only be constructed when they destroy the system. (\E/Veosuspopc(;?thts;\té Z:‘r‘US‘a';esgé’lpﬂatst S5 Bas had o 1608 BE
: : b : : workers
Foliowed by speakers from SWAPO estate or to friends. collectively seize control of that o sonal problems over the last

In these countries against the
bureaucratic ruling class

THE REVOLUTIONARY

(Wednesday 17 August and Friday 19
August) and ZAPU (Thursday 18
August and Friday 19 August). Films
available for 16mm hire after 1

‘wealth and plan its production and
distribution. |

REVOLUTION NOT

INTERNATIONALISM

The struggle for socialism is part of a

If you would like a bulk
order by post, FILL IN
THE FORM BELOW, and

few years. And recently it was
diagnosed that she had cancer.
On 19 July, without a

?get‘e;\bg;t .'é°'ﬂel';% r?tr\setr ccgzcr’r;ar; we ~/_in| send you further world-wide struggle. We campaign P ARTY warrant, the police marched
WC2, 734 8508. ' details. REFORM for solidarity with workers in other into he: flat. They tolc:k hen;lto'
| To achieve socialism, the most the police station, kept her
. : T countries. Ll ‘ ;
\SIL%:‘(?QDA%U:?%;"%%SJZZ. NAME .............. at::edpresent systfem c(:jannot bo We oppose everything which turns militant sections of the working class there for two hours and,
Disco, food, games, stalls and street P *dup, or reformed, as the workers from one country against’ have to be organised into a illegally, took her fingerprints.
______________ established Labour and trade union : luti | She then had to walk home. %
G ; leaders say. ft has to be overthrown those from other countries. s N i e And the subject of the police
- E:i&:#"%’:&ﬂ?? Ve focuset .gg ADDRESS .:........ e & | We oppose racialism and Such a party can only be built by ‘inquiries’? Molly had failed to
} Cowley Road, London SW9. Starts THERE IS NO imperialism. We oppose "all a;t'V'W In the mass organisations of return three library books.
‘ 4pm. Adults £1/Children 75p. First | .« i.iiierncnernnnsasns immigration controls the working class. She has never received a
| of free. All eds t o | : , ; .
Eiﬁfhe?n R?f-.éa gjidaritsgr?\paﬁgné PAR L'AMENTARY ROAD ,We support the right of black people We have to prove in pracuce to other reminder from the library, and
---------------------- The structures of the present and other oppressed groups to workers that reformist leaders and she now owes £8.20 in fines.
gzﬁgzngeszﬁljlgegggc&:mvzm parliament, army, police and judiciary organise their own defence. We reformist ideas are opposed to their O SANDY ROSE,I
Bar. Saturday 13 August, from 8pm fJ gttt cannot be taken over and used by the own interests. Manchester

support all genuine national liberation
movements.
We are for an end to all forms of
discrirnination against homosexuals.
We are for real, social, economic
and political equality of women.
The experience of Russia

till late, White Horse Pub, Assembly
Hall, corner of Church Road and
Roundwood Road, London NW10.
Entrance f1 (reduced for un-
employed, free for strikers). Held by
Smiths Industries ASTMS Group to
raise money for arrested picket. Tube:
Dollis Hill & Willesden Junction.
Buses: 266, 260, 12, 18, 52.

We have to build a rank and file
movemen* within the unions. :

We urge all those who agree wutq
our policies to join with us in the
struggle to build the revolutionary
party.

working class. They grew up under
-capitalism and are designed to protect
the ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an entirely
different kind of state—a workers’
state based upon councils of workers’

‘NUMBER OF COPIES
REQUIRED EACH
WEEK

MORE
LETTERS
ON

PAGE 12

When complete, send
this form to Socialist
Worker Circulation, 6,
Cottons Gardens, Lon-
don E2.

HARD-HITTING acoustic

If you want to know more about Socialist Worker and the Socialist Workers Party fill in the form on page 16.

i guitarist/vocalist, own material,
; seeks similar for duo. Paul: 653 8453.
l
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‘Should Kerry Packer

Glad Day— Blake’s celebration of
the storming of Newgar Prison
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I HAVE to fight like hell
to get a single word in this
paper about cricket, but
this week the Press are so
full of it that I’'ve won.

A kerfuffle has been caused
by an Australian tycoon
called Kerry Packer, whose
father, Sir Frank Packer,
owns almost as many
newspapers in that country as
does Rupert Murdoch, owner
of The Sun,

It seems that Kerry Packer
wanted a boost for his commer-
cial television channel, and
dreamt up the idea of a series
of staged cricket matches
between the best players of
the world. He signed up 49
players from all over the
world, including six from
Britain.

Money

QOutrage all round. The
cricket authorities in
Australia, Britain and the
West Indies, India and
Pakistan are furious.

The International Cricket
Conference, comprising all
these authorities, gmve lg)ann-
ed all 49 players from playing
in Test matches—and even in
local matches inside their
countries. .

Their argument sounds
reasonable. Packer is only
interested in the money, they
say. Packer wants to ‘cream
off the best players just for
commercial reasons.” Packer
has strong sympathies with
international cricket in South
Africa.

Surely we should have
nothing to do with it.

Who is saying all these
things? People like the Test
and County cricket board in
England, whose commercial
interest and reactionary bias
is every bit as loathsome as
Packer’s.

Almost every member of
the Board, not to say every
secretary of every county
cricket club, secretly longs for

THAMES TV sell to the
Australians The Sweeney
and Special Branch, along
with a few comedy
programmes. It’s their
second biggest export
market.

In return, Londoners get
the best bit of TV around—
Power Without Glory, based
on the best-selling novel by

the veteran Marxist Frank
Hardy.

Shithouse rat

That it’s shown on mid-
night on Wednesday and runs
for a full hour, is the only
unsatisfactory thing about, it.
It is set in Australia between
the wars. Its central character
is a shithouse rat called John
West, whose dealings in the
race-track rackets make him

SiX?

‘the day when white South

Africa are allowed back into
the international cricket fold.

These people have one
interest—and one interest
alone.

It is to protect their own
miserable little power base in
the cricket world. They are
the feudal landlords of
cricket—the self-appointing
cliques who have opposed
every move to improve
cricketers’ living standards or
the attractiveness of the
game.

Their own ‘disgust at
commercialism’ can be gaug-

one of the most powerful men
around. _ .

His fingers are in many
pies, the most significant
being the Australian Labour
Party. Somewhere along the
line he teamed up with a
Catholic Archbishop who
doesn’t care how West’s
money is made as long as the
church’s interests are realised.

Between them they carve a
swathe right through the
middle of Australian public
life. West, thankful of the
cover religion affords him,
allows his own family to be
mangled by the religious
bigot.

* We have already seen West
use his power to smash small-
time criminals, sell his one-
time colleagues down the
river, bribe a government
official with an offer of a

By PAUL
(Silly Short
Point) FOOT

ed by the fact. that every
major cricket competition in
this country is now sponsored
by industry—the Schweppes
County Championship; the
John Player League; the
Benson and Hedges Cup; the
Gillette Cup.

By
ROLAND
MULDOON

knighthood and thwart the
left of the Labour Party just
as it- reached for the
leadership.

In the latest episode we see
the Archbishop warming to
fascism and beginning to
Convert West to the need
for a strong German leader—
a bulwark against Leninism.

It’s not only an eye-opener

While the players are forc-
ed to play more and more to
meet these sponsors, their
conditions still deteriorate.

Consider John Snow, a
great fast bowler. He won't

* play in Test matches any

more, because he is on oc-

E BEST SHOW AROU

into Australia, for it’s the
same message the world over:

Money means power and it
doesn’t matter what the peo-
ple believe in or what they get
for their labour just so long as
they are kept in their place
and remain divided.

In a way Power Without
Glory has a similar theme to
Best Sellers—Captains and

casions rude to the red-necks
who control Test cricket.

He has perhaps three more
seasons for Sussex at about
£4000 a year. Kerry Packer
offers him £15,000. Who can
tell him not to take it?

While Kerry Packer and
those who run the game
compete for the considerable
spoils from top-class cricket,
players and spectators will
continue to suffer at the
hands of both of them.

Neither Packer, nor the
ICC—but international

the Kings (recently screened)
in which a family, (modelled
on the Kennedys) try to climb
to the Power of the Presiden-
cy, in a Gone-with-the Wind-
type world.

Corruption and Capitalism
is again seen as the fuel of the
power-hungry.

They part company in
comparison because  Frank
Hardy places his excursion
into contemporary history
into the real world of class

struggle and the fight for
socialism.

Lucky

Lucky Londoners (132,000
homes watch on average)
have nine more episodes
coming our way. Although
I'm told, it won’t be on every
week.

And yet there are no plans

from

mental fight....

Prisons are built with the stones of Law,
Brothels with bricks of Religion.

The tygers of wrath are wiser than the horses of

instruction.

THESE ‘Proverbs
of Hell’ were
written by the poet
and artist William
Blake, who died
150 years ago this
week.

Blake worked as an
engraver all his life and
died in poverty.

His original work
received scant recognition
during his own lifetime.

One critic of his 1809
exhibition called him ‘an
unfortunate lunatic, whose
personal inoffensiveness
secures him from confine-
ment’.

Madman

Another, seeing his long
poem Jerusalem, called him
‘a decided madman’. Con-
finement in a madhouse was

a:% as a death sentence.

was it about Blake’s

His madness, it seems,
consisted in the fact that he
wrote prophetic ‘visions’. He
began to see them around
1791, two years after the fall
of the Bastille.

Others like Blake—small
tradesmen, craftsmen, in-
dependent artisans and wage
earners—were becoming
politically radicalised, and
the more Biblically-minded
were also seeing visions.

Richard Brothers, who
advertised himself as one
‘who will be revealed to the
Hebrews as their King and
Restorer’, gained quite a lot
of support among the Lon-
don poor.

for showing it in other
regions. It must be worth
writing to your ITV com-
panies and begging them to
screen the series.

FRIDAY.

There’s not much on this
week. |l CLAUDIUS (BBC-2)
Part 7, is pretty good, show-
ing the beginning of the end
for the bld tyrant Tiberius
and the befinning of the
beginning of Caligula, the
Hitler of his times.
SUNDAY

Fans of the Western as an
art form (famous pseuds
corner entry) should not miss
BAD DAY AT BLACK
ROCK (BBC-1) one of the
greatest. Spencer Tracy has
one arm and not many more
words, but he’s out to set to
rights the persecution of
Japanese during the last war.

STEWART
CREHAN

on
William
Blake

He believed he was the
nephew of the Almighty and
predicted the overthrow of all
tyrants, including Pitt and
George IIl. He was duly
seized and put in a madhouse
in 1795, and died there.

Blake was no crank, bt
like Brothers he foresaw—
and fought for—a world
without exploitation, war,
suffering and oppression.

A world wi kings,
queens and t
repressive laws and stase
would be no need for psy-
chological and sexual repres-
sion, an established church or
marriage laws.

Daring

Man—and woman—
would then be free. Wath
imaginative daring, he saw
that such a world was possi-
ble, one where mankind
would work as one, ‘heart in
heart and hand in hand’,
building the society of the
future or New Jerusalem.

To the literary and artistic
establishment of the day,
whose livelihood depended
on serving the rich, such
visions were dangerous
nonsense—the product of a
deranged mind.

But Blake is no longer seen
as a crank or a madman. All
too often, he is seen as a
simple mystic steeped iIn
occult writings.

Utopian

We should see him rather
as a revolutionary poet and
artist whose Utopian vision
and direct language still has
the power to stir us.

The old hymn will sound
very different if we realise
what Blake was really saying:

Bring me my Bow of burning
gold:

Bring me my Arrows of
desire:

Bring me my Spear: O clouds
unfold!

Bring me my Chariot of fire.

I will not cease from Mental
Fight,

Nor shall my Sword sleep in
my hand

Till we have built Jerusalem
In England’s green and
pleasant Land.
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SCANDAL
OF CHILD
SWEATED
LABOUR

I \GREE with the Dorset
reader (30 July) that trade
union organisation among
fruit pickers is long overdue.

Many Suffolk farms recruit
casual workers from the towns
on a ‘dayv-to-day’ basis. and.
obviously. housewives and
unemployed workers make up
a large part of the labour
force.

But one of the obstacles to
any atfempt at organising the
pickers is surely the use of
child labour.

I recall my sehoolboy days
when we junped at the chance
of three hours’ blackcurrant
picking after school to put a
few extra "bob’ in our pockets.
We evcled 12 miles to and
from the farm for this back-
breaking ‘pleasure’!

Resistance

Now. as then, most schools
willingly and freely advertise
work on the fruit farms. Every
summer. one particular Suf-
folk farmer circulates all the

local schools for young
labour. Most headteachers
cooperate.

Child labour suits the

farmer well, since he is able to
pay reduced wages on the
grounds of “spoiled crop’ with
little likelihood of resistance.

By this method. he often
pays only a small fraction of
the advertised rate.

We supposedly have laws
against the exploitation of
child labour but presumably
they don’t apply to fruit
picking. as on some of these
farms children as young as 11
are employed.

O KEITH LLOYD, Ipswich

The prison torment of (George Ince

THANKS for the article
on the *fitting up’ of George
Ince (30 July). ~

While in LLong Lartin prison
in  the early hours of 27
October 1976, George was
awoken and. withoutexplana-
tion. driven to Bristol prison,
where he was put in solitary
confinement.

He remained in solitary
until two weeks later when he
was transterred- to Gartree
Prison and put in *patches’, ie
the distinctive clothing to
identify potential escapees.

Solidarity

After four more days in
solitary, he was suddenly
informed by the authorities
that there had been a mistake
and the patches could come
off. |

Feeling beaten and depress-
ed. in sheer desperation he
slashed his wrists.

Taken to the prison hospital
wing and given an injection.
when he comes round he is
given his first introduction to
the drug lLargactyl. which,
administered in heavy liguid
form. causes hallucinations

and a lack of coordination.

The press is fond of telling
us about the wuse of
Chlorpromazine on Soviet
dissidents, but what theyvdon’t
tell us 1s that Chlorpromazine
18 the chemical name for the
drug marketed under the
name Largactyl ~which is in
widespread and daily use in
Our own prisons.

George was then placed in a
special 10ft by 6ft cell with no
window. There was no bed.
only matting to sleep on. The
light remained on 24 hours a
day.

Forced to take nine tots of
liquid Largactyl a day. wear-

ing only vest and shorts and
freezing, he has lapses of
memory, suffers
hallucinations and giddiness.

After eight days, he was
removed to an ordinary cell
complaining of pains in the
chest and coughing blood.
Told by the authorities he is
imagining the pains, he is
returned to the special cell,
still only in vest and shorts.
with no heating.

He is now given four injec-
tions a day of an unspecified
drug. plus the nine tots of
Largactyl. The hallucinations
continue and he develops huge
lumps from the injections.

GHASTLY GARTREE

FIFTH COLUMN (30 July)
mentioned prison drugs
tests, specifically in Gar-
tree Open Prison.

| would have thought the
point is why prisoners
agree or submit to such
medication.

A fair number of
prisoners at open prisons
are serving the tailend of a
life sentence after doing

HOW WOULD YOU

FANCY THIS, Mr
UNION LEADER ?

IT'S ABOUT time the general
secretary of the National
Union of Railwaymen got off
his fat arse and consulted
some of his members before
declaring that his union will
keep to the Social Contract for
another 12 months.

For the past month, I've
worked on the permanentway.
The gang | worked with were
sickened by the NUR decision.

The pay is £32.70 for a 40-
hour week, plus £8.50 supple-
ment. After stoppages, I take
home £28.50.

To earn this, you start at
7.30am. scrambling down
slopes of up to 50ft to get to
the line.

Manhandle

You have to carry your
tools with you. Some are so
heavy it takes four men to
manhandle them down the
slippery overgrown slopes.

On the van takingthe gang
to and from the job there are
only tea-making facilitics.
You can never get a hot meal.

Your lunch break consists
of sitting in the van eating
sandwiches. Tea breaks are
taken in the same way or
alongside the track, depending

on the discretion of the
ganger.
Can you imagine sitting

beside the track.a cup of teain
one hand. a sandwich in the
other. when suddenly a fast
Inter City train speeds by?

At the same time, somebody
on the train decides he needs
to visit the toilet. So you're
sitting there, drinking your tea
and eating your sandwiches,
when somebody decides to
pull the chain. -

You could end up with more
than spam in your sandwiches.

This is not considered a
health hazard, either by
British Rail or by the NUR.
Perhaps eating shit is part of a
general secretary’s job.
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George Scannell’s payslip: £28.50 take home

I he gang can make up their
pay with overtime, which is
always on Saturday night
through to Sunday morning.
The rate is time and three-
quarters for Saturday, and
double time Sunday.

But this is only while you're
working. The time it takes to
get from base to the job is paid
at single time. You don’t get a
tea break until vou've worked
five hours.

During noérmal  working
hours. you do not work in the
rain. But it is a condition of
overtime that you must work
in all weathers.

Double time amounts to

POSTAL POINTS

WE WERE disgusted by the
photomontage of Princess
Anne in Fifth Column (30
July).

Princess Anne may be an
ultra-privileged ruling class
parasite, but to use her
pregnancy for a grotesque
joke degrades the state of
pregnancy as a whole, and
iIs an insult to all women.
[0 SUE DOREY, Central
London Womens Voice
Group

THE RECENT Royal Com-
mission on the Press claims
that in neither ‘the national
or regional press at present,
the bias against labour is a

£1.60 an hour, but outside
contractors can work
weekends for at least twice
that—with a railway look-out
alongside them paid at our
rate.

So. Mr General Secretary of
the NUR, perhaps you would
like to work under the same
conditions. I'd like to see how
bloody eager you'd be then to
accept the Social Contract.

By the way, Mr General
Secretary, do you get paid if
youre off sick? We do. Only
we have to work here ten years
to qualify. .

0 GEORGE SCANNELL,
Witham, Essex.

strong one'.

Those who read the press
must blink with astonish-
ment at this incredible
white-wash.

When will we see a press
really objective in its repor-
ting? | would like to see
headlines like this:

‘Greedy employer refuses
pay-rise: Can’'t afford to
keep 12 polo-ponies and
give out pay rises.’

(JH. C. MULLIN, Glasgow

WHAT Peter Clark did not
say about Bound For Glory
was more interesting than
what he did.

The film robbed the

many vyears in a closed

prison.
These inmates are
waiting for parole

decisions and fear the
knock back of parole being
refused.

What can a con do to
ensure he is not knocked
back? Co-operate?

[0 SW READER, Castleford

Atter a total of 13 days, he is
removed to another part of the
hospital wing.

I was told that George was
to be given Electric Shock
Treatment at ‘his own re-
quest’. After pressure on the
Home Office, the treatment
was called off.

When | finally visited him in
January of this year he was
just like a zombie.

A week later the 'flu, con-
tracted in the freezing cell,
develops into pneumonia and
then pleurisy. His leg had
swollen to twice the normal
size.

An outside consultant is
called in; he suspects throm-
bosis. Within 20 minutes
George was on his way to the
Leicester Royal Infirmary
where thrombosis 1s con-
firmed.

Following the issue of writs
of negligent medical treat-
ment, an independent consul-
tant psychiatrist was allowed
te examine George on 12 May
in the hospital wing at
Wormwood Scrubs where he
is at present. The concluding
sentences from the medical
report will suffice:

‘Since | was not able to see
his medical notes from Gar-
tree | am not able to fully
assess the situation, but clearly
what happened there had a
profound and damaging effect
upon Mr Ince.

‘In my opinion this
deterioration will continue
and possibly accelerate, and if
he has to complete a further
substantial period of im-
prisonment | consider that
there 1S a serious danger that
his mental health will be
irreparably damaged.’

Secrecy

One can see why prison
medical treatment is shrouded
in secrecy and how much more
effective is the use of drugs
than the old-fashioned big
stick.

Contrast the treatment of
George with that of John
Poulson and his cronies who
pleaded guilty and spent their
time in open prisons. It cer-
tainly helps to have friends in
high office.

ODOLLY GREY, E London.

= ‘Qrite to
Letters,
Socialist

Worker,
Corbridge
Works,
Corbridge
Crescent
London E2

Victim of police violence at the recent
anti-nuclear protest in France: should
the SWP be taking up the issue here?

| HEARD Arthur Scargill speak recently on

the nuclear energy threat. He stressed that

trade unionists should campaign against it.
Isn’t the threat from Windscale and the

British nuclear energy industry something

the SWP should take up?

CJ DAVE GIBSON, Barnsley

movement of the Thirties
of its political meaning by
making Woody Guthrie the
all-American male who
leads the child-like masses
against evil.

Clark does not tell why
Guthrie’'s wife left him.
According to the evidence
of the film, this was
because his involvement
with the liberation of the
people did not extend to
her.

O TESSA WEARE,
Leamington Spa

YOUR REVIEW of Bound for
Glory (30 July) missed the
chance to expose

Hollywood’s (and the es-
tablishment’s) ability to pre-
sent revolutionary struggle
in a de-politicised form, so
making it acceptable for
distribution and effectively
counter-revolutionary in its
cosy liberalism.

The pastel shades of the
depression could make you
wish you had been there.
Perhaps you could even
enjoy being beaten by shiny
new pick handles.

This film was obscene
because of its form and
despite its content.

O TOM WILSON, Not-
tingham

SOUTH
AFRICA:
KEEP
YOUR
NOSE
OUT!

ALEX Callinicos and
John Rogers, in response
to a review of their book
Southern Africa After
Soweto, wrote a letter to
the magazine Time Out:

‘One reason why we
wrote our book was to
challenge the prevailing
version of South African
history by the African
National Congress and its
supporters, with all its
distortions and
omissions.’

This confirms what | had
long suspected—that the
British left has a "holier
than thou’ attitude
towards the struggles of
the black and Third World
peoples.

Paternalistic

Not only is this attitude
paternalistic and
patronising, it is racist.
South A frican
revolutionaries are quite
capable of writing (and,
where necessary,
correcting) their own
history. They do not need
British leftists to do this
for them.

Instead of telling other
peoples how to conduct
their struggles, the
British left should
concentrate on analysing
and intervening in the
class struggle in this
country.

Maybe then the
revolution will draw near.

- 0 SOUTH AFRICAN

STUDENT

RELAXI
HERE
COME
THE TUC

IT SEEMS we can wind up
Socialist Worker naw. The
[.abour government and the
TUC have it all in hand.

Planning agreements are
going to be made with most of
the 100 big companies and a
target of a million new jobs
has been set for the next three
years.

A wealth tax, ceilings for
top salaries and tighter capital
gains tax are some of the
things they will introduce.

The Labour/TUC state-
ment also demanded
withdrawal of tax relief and
charitable status from the
public schools. Full-blooded
socialism is coming, com-

The national executive
voted for advocating measures
of real socialism at the next
election.

The crunch came, however,
from Callaghan’s lips. He said
the statement symbolised con-
tinuation of the relationship of
trust and confidence between
the government and the un-
ions, and we all know what
that will mean.

O CHRIS B, Cambridge
Big
Brother

DR SHIRLEY Summerskill
has admitted that the govern-
ment is examining the
possibility of using a computer
to maintain an index of
immigrants’ movements.

Such a record i1s already
kept manually. This is dis-
gusting enough, but to put it
on computer would un-
doubtedly give the police even
easier access to it.

Dr Summerskill added that
‘a computer system is being
planned to handle informa-
tion held by the Metropolitan
Police about crime, criminals
and their associates’.

No doubt it will hold infor-
mation about political ae-
tivists as well.

This new system will add to
those already in operation,
such as the Police National
Computer Unit and the Home
Office and Metropolitan
Police Joint ADP Unit.

The first operates on behalf
of police authorities
throughout the UK. It con-
tains so much information
that 450 staff are needed to run
the thing.

Dr Summerskill said £14
million had been spent on such
computers in the last decade
and now another £12 million
has been earmarked.

How much better that
money would be spent on
Increasing pensions, reversing
the cuts in public spending or
in improving the working
conditions of many govern-
ment employees.

0 MARK GALE, Swindon

Police

terror

FOLLOWING the acquittal
in Doncaster of an Asian
woman on a trumped-up theft
charge (Socialist Worker, 30
July) we have gained an
insight into police methods.

At a meeting of the Don-
caster Racial Harmony Com-
mittee after the trial, the police
representative, Sgt Mann, the
Community Relations Of-
ficer, revealed that police
knew before the trial began
that Mrs Deb would be found
not guilty! .

Yet over a peried of seven
months, Mrs Deb, her hus-
band and children have been
subjected to harassment from
police and abuse from racists.

Sgt Mann claims that the
trial, with virtually no
evidence, went ahead to give
Mrs Deb a chance to clear her
name,

Besides, a complaint had
been made and the police had
to follow it up-—by terrorising
an Asian family.

There was an error in the
report. Mrs Deb was not kept
in handcuffs during the trial,
but while in the cells.

0O STEVE KNIGHT, Don-
caster



WHICH WAY TO SOCIALISM?

LAST WEEK Chris Harman argued that the economic crisis is
leading to many more strikes, occupations, demonstrations, and
clashes with the police and the fascists.

These struggles are making a growing minority of workers look
towards left-wing ideas. Which is why the Socialist Workers Party
has been growing over the past year.

But, say opponents of the Revolutionary Road to Socialism, that

CAPITALIST power rests
- on two planks. Control over
the factories, offices, mines,
and so on—the means of
production, and the
monopoly of armed force,
through police and army, to
deal with threats to its

control over property.

Any revolution means a fight
to seize control of both of these.

The ideas that society pumps
into workers’ heads tell them
they must not encroach on
either the capitalists’ property
or the powers of the state. We
are told that property is sacred
and the police and army exist to
protect all our ‘rights’.

Workers begin to question
these notions when they find
that to get what they consider
decent living or working con-
ditions, they have to threaten
the rights of property and clash
with the police.

We cannot lay down in detail
how such struggles will develop
in Britain over the next 10 years,
as it becomes increasingly clear
to both workers and big
business that no end to the crisis

: is in sight. But we can see how
massive social struggles have
developed in a revolutionary
direction in the past (even where
they were ultimately defeated).

CRISIS IS THE
STARTING POINT

THE starting point is always
when a government finds it
does not have the economic
resources to buy off workers’
struggles, but that these
struggles are too powerful to
_ beputdown by cruderepres-

g sion.

—==. For instance, in Tsarist
Russia until February 1917 and
in fascist Portugal until April
1974, the ruling class was able to

ensure profitablility through
the most vicious forms of

repression.

But then popular movements
overthrew the dictatorial
regimes.

The provisional governments
that replaced them were still
committed to capitalism and
tried to repress. the workers’
movements. But they were no
longer strong enough todo so—
even though the revolutionary |
socialists in both Russia and  their conditionsif theychalleng-
Portugal were then stilla small ed capitalist property—and
minority. they did so by occupying the

The provisional governments  factories, by posting pickets to
succeeded only , in creating  prevent machinery or materials
unrest in the armed forces, with  being “mioved away, and by

Another poster from Paris
1968

The workers found they
could only continue to defend

rank and file soldiers joining insisting that production

forces with the workers they carried on under workers’ con-

were supposed to repress, trol.

against the right-wing officers. The important point is that
the revolutionary challenge

began with workers who, in the
Threaten vast majority, were pulting
In this way one of the planks = modest demands—but ones

that capitalism could no longer
afford to concede.

A similar process began in the
fact®ries during the last year of
Allende’s government in Chile.

Employers tried to close
down their factories during the
bosses’ strikes of October 1972
and July-August 1973. Workers
of factories, to deliberately seized control of the factories
creating unemployment and anf formed rank and file
shortages—in an effort to committees — cordones — to

weaken and divide the workers’  link them together.
movement. The tragedy in Chile was that

of capitalist power was under-
mined. ‘

The factory owners were
forced to make concessions to
their workers. But this began to
threaten their profits.

In desperation they resorted
to ‘Bosses, strikes’—to sabotage °
of production, to closing down

revoluti

does not at all show how revolution itself can take place,since this
depends not on a few thousand, or even a few hundred thousand
members of a revolutionary party, but on the support of the vast
majority of workers. And we are nowhere near reaching that.

What strategy, they ask, has the Socialist Workers Party for ‘left
advance’ towards a socialist revolution?

AN A

R e s

elements in a workers’ defence
force, the beginnings of a
workers’ militia.

But, you might say, things
can never develop like that mn

But imagine, for mmstance,
what might have happened back
in 1971 when the UCS work-in
took place. Suppose the Tory
government had sent in police.

Quite likely there would have
been fighting between the
workers’ pickets and the police,
with a wave of sympathy oc-
cupations in other factories in
Glasgow, directed by a con-
ference of shop stewards
organisations.

If the government was forced
to call in troops to regain
control, an open conflict
between workers in defence of
jobs and the armed forces in
defence of property could have
become a challenge to both
planks of capitalist rule.

The then head of Glasgow
police certainly recognised the
danger. He told the government
he did not have the forces to
keep control of the city if an
attempt was made to evict the
workers from the shipyards.

The economic crisis was then
still not acute. The government
felt able to take his advice and
make concessions to the
workers. But things will not
always be like that.

this successful struggle for
power in the factories was not
matched by a challenge to army
and the police through links
between workers and rank and
file soldiers.

France in 1968 also saw the
occupation of thousands of
factories. Not, this time, iIn
response to a bosses’ strike, but
in reaction to ten years in which
wages had been held down, and
armed police used to threaten
strikes.

For a month the French
government was paralysed,
unable to cope with thé move-
ment. But the struggle again did
not challenge the control of big
business over the army and the
police. Once the strikes were
over, big business was able to
reassert its control in the fac-
tories.

THE PATTERN
OF CHANGE

DESPITE their differences,

Russia 1917, Portugal 1974,
Chile 1972, France 1968, all
point to a certain pattern.

O An economic crisis causes
the capitalist class to attack
workers’ living standards and
working conditions.

O To defend these, the
workers have to challenge the
employers’ property rights, by
occupying the factories.

[0 The ruling class response is
greater use of the police, threats
to use the army, support for
fascist movements.

[ In defence, workers have to
strengthen their picket lines—to
put barricades up, to arm

WHAT IS
TO BE DONE?

THE economic crisis is
destroying the government’s
room for manouevre, mak-
ing inevitable direct physical

themselves in one way or . !
another—and to appeal to the conflicts which challenge
rank and file in police and army. capitalist property rights

The pickets become the first and the capitalist state.
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That does not mean we are
going to see a revolution in the
next couple of years. But it does
mean we are entering a period
of five to ten years of increasing
soczal turmoil, a succession of
massive struggles n  which
workers will be forced to
challenge, at least partially, both
capitalist control of the fac-
tories and the power of the

‘police and army.

Confused

These challenges will develop
even if there 1s no strong
revolutionary socialist party.
But in that case they will
develop in a confused fashion,
leaving the ruling class the
chance to divide the workers
and smash the movement as it
did in Chile.

A revolutionary workers’
party, by contrast, can prepare
for these challenges now, by
drawing from the small, local
struggles — such as at
Grunwicks—the lessons for
thousands of workers about
capitalism and the state.

We can show workers now
that they cannot defend their
living conditions without un-

ABOVE: ‘Factories
occupied!’ reads a poster
from France 1968.

TO DEFEND
LIVING
STANDARDS
WORKERS ARE
FORCED TO
CHALLENGE
THE
EMPLOYERS’
PROPERTY
RIGHTS BY
OCCUPYING
THE
FACTORIES.’

onary road?

iting other workers to
overthrow capitalism and s
state. To do that, we do mot
need to know im desail how the
cventual chalieage to the system
will develop.

That s why
demands, such as:

O Across-the-board wage
rises, so that all workers are
united in struggle.

[0 Occupations to stop redun-
dancies and factory closures.

O For mass picketting as the
way to stop the police helping
strike-breakers.

OO0 For united working-class
action to drive the fascists off
the streets.

O For rank and file organisa-
tion to unite active forces within
the trade union movement in all
these struggles.

These are demands that flow
from the needs of the present
struggle. But they also point to
the sort of action workers will
have to take if they are to end
exploitation and oppression for
once and for all.

They are the beginning of the
Revolutionary Road to
Socialism.

CHRIS HARMAN

We rase

Women and fascism
Battered women; a

E guide to the new law

Available from your Socialist Worker seller or direct from
Womens Voice, 6 Cottons Gardens, London E2 (20p

including postage).
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NO TO THE 12-MONTH RULE END ALL WAGE CONTROLS

Fig ht
to keep
theatre

open

NEWCASTLE: The Universi-
ty Theatre is being occupied to
prevent its liquidation and
closure. |

The occupation committee
is demanding finance from the
Tyne and Wear Council and
the Northern Arts Association
for the continuation of a
permanent theatre company
and the preservation of 70
jobs.

Equity’s Council has made
the occupation official and
already other trade unionists
including Newcastle Trades
Counil have given their sup-
port for the fight to keep the
theatre open.

Performances, workshop
sessions and the reopening of
the theatre are now being
organised by the Occupation
Committee.

geg

OO0 Donations to: Val
MclLane, 26 Hatfield Gar-
dens, Monkseaton Whitley
Bay, Tyne and Wear New-
castle 27184.

AYRSHIRE: The factory
occupation at Essex Inter-
national by 130 women
and 30 men from the
Engineering Union is now
13 weeks old.

The strike was provoked
when the management tried to
introduce a time and motion
study without consulting the
union.

It was only after they came

out on strike that the workers
discovered considerable

differences between the wages
in the co y’s other fac-
tory, in rry, Northern
Ireland, and their own factory
in l(ilwmning

In the cases of some women,
the difference is as much as £7
a week, but the issue affects
the men as well, and the
strikers are now demandmg
parity.

The firm, part of the
American multi-national Un-
ited Technologies, has
threatened to sack the majori-

ty of the strikers.

Alrudy the majority of the
staff, members of the white
collar section of the engineers
union TASS, have received
their redundancy notice.

Sadly, their union has so far
refused to support the strike,
despite the fact that the
shopfloor workers have of-
ficial backing from the
engmeenng section and are
now receiving strike pay.

The factory produces com-
ponents for Chrysler and

Kilwinning: A long battle

Fords and widespread black-
ing of Essex components in
the motor industry is crucial if
the strikers are to win.

So far only the Derry
factory is carrying out the
necessary blacking.

The men and women are
prepared for a long battle.
Many have had to forego their
holidays to maintain the oc-
cupation, so they are deter-
mined to fight on.

But unless the fight is spread
there is a real danger that the

strikers will be isolated.

The American head office
know this and are quite
prepared to sit out this oc-
cupation.

Solidarity action from
Chrysler and Ford workers
would change that,

Donations and messages of
support from other trade
union bodies are needed
urgently. Send them to Bill
Murgatroyd, AUEW Offices,
King Street, Kilmarnock,
Ayrshire.

SHEFFIELD: For the first time in 32 years
workers at Batchelors Foods are out on strike.

Most of the 650

production workers are

women. They are demanding a 10 per cent rise
promised them under an agreement made
before Phase 1 of the Social Contract.

The workers at Sheffield have been joined by 550 fellow
workers on the same agreement at the Worksop plant.

Dot Dailey, Transport and General Workers Union
shop steward, spoke to Socialist Worker.
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The new CHARTER, for
engineering and motor
industry workers, is
now out. Articles on—
New claims, The case
for a rank and file Presi-
dent, Desoutters etc.

15p (inclu. postage).
Bulk orders (ten or
more)—post free. Order
(with cash) froni 265a
Seven Sisters Rd., Lon-
don N4.

and file paper

VOTE RANK -
AND FILE
VOTE MORRIS 3¢

SOME stickers produced by
Engineers Charter, the rank
run by
members of the Engineering
Union (AUEW).

They are part of the
Charter campaign for lan
Morris, their candidate for

AUEW president. The elec-

tion is being held in the
autumn to replace Hugh
Scanlon, who is retiring.

lan Morris is a Ieadmg
shop steward at London’'s

Heathrow Airport.
[0 Stickers and other
information about the

campaign from Engineers

Charter, 265a Seven
Sisters Road, London, N4.

Worker.

' £7 for one year

(Please

£3.50 for six months

[l £1.75 for three months
tick) to pay subscriptions and
postage, so start sending them to:

When completed post to Socialist Worker
Subscriptions, Circulation Department, 6

Socialist
Worker

Please rush me my weekly copy of°SOCIa//st
| enclose a cheque/postal order
made payable to Socialist Worker for

Cottons Gardens, London, E2 8DN

= Subscribe!

‘We've sown this place up
picketing. Nothing’s gone in—
the only thing we let in
yesterday was the rat men. We
wanted him to kill the two-

the whole claim.

Like all the other big food
firms, they’ve shoved up their
prices a lot faster than people’s
wages; what’s more, they’re
part of one of the biggest
companies in the world—
Unilever, which last year
nearly doubled its profits to
£605 million!

Recognition

The reason why Batchelors
are resisting this small claim is
simple: they’re scared of a
wages explosion among Un-
ilevers 900,000 employees
throughout the coutry. That’s

why they're rnpared to
sacrifice £14 million pea
harvest during the strike.
Batchelors only offer has
been a £2-a-week increase
coupled with the loss of 100
jobs. This was rejected out-
right by the strikers. One of
them, Brett Taylor explained:
“They said there was going to

UCATT:
greenlight
for
blacklist

LEADERS OF UCATT, the
building workers’ union, have
opened the door to the
blacklisting of every militant
in the mdustry

They have given employers
the go-ahead fo dismiss any
worker within six days of
being taken on.

This green light for vic-
timisation follows the sacking
of a worker . in Hertfordshire.
Under national agreement,
amended last year, the worker
could not be sacked within six
days without good reason.

But when his case was
considered last week, the
UCATT bureaucrats accepted
management’s description of
him as ‘unsuitable’ as
reasonable grounds for
idsmissing him.

This means any militant can
be investigated by manage-
ment and the, within six days
og being taken on, sacked as
‘unsuitable’.

UCATT members should
immediately take up this issue
at branch and regional council
levels, insisting that the union
bureaucrats overturn this
dangerous precedent.

If they don’t, pressure has
to be built up now to make
sure next May’s Biennial
Conference does.

...........
.........

be no sackings—strictly
natural wastage. It’s the old,
old story of redundancies

without payment. They
wanted us to agree to job cuts
to pay for our own pay rise.’

Chairman® Mike Heron
doesn’t have to worry about
paying 40p a day bus fare to
get into his office. He has a
chauffeur driven Daimler
Sovereign. Six ‘S’ registration
cars have just been delivered
for the sales reps—at a cost of
nearly £20,000.

A production worker’s
average take-home pay for a
40-hour week is about £34 and
since the strike began there’s
been a of attitudes
over pay. Said Dot: ‘I think we
should stick out for £10—not
just 10 per cent”

She smd thc majority of
Batchelors workers were in
favour of the TGWU con-
ference decision to smash the

‘Now the men make tea for us’

By Margaret Renn

SOUTH LONDON: ‘It is
harder for the women. Our
mums wonder what goes
on.

‘We're all single though,
and that makes it easier for
us to stay in the occupa-
tion,’ said Jackie Hawkins,
once the swnchboard
operator, now one of the
workers in occupation at

the British Steel Plant,
Greenwich Rein-
forcements.

lllusion

There are three women still

in the occupation out of the
office staff who first joined in
.Eve, a computer operator,
explained: ‘One girl got
married, another got a job,
someone else’s mum had a got
at her. Everyone has problems
with their parents.’

But while they wait for
British Steel to decide : if they
are going to enforce their
injunction, turn the workers
out, and close the plant down,
each of the women is discover-
ing a new way of life.

‘In January the staff all
scabbed on a safety strike. We
should have been out, but
nobody said so. So we kept

social contract . . . “You've got
to—to keep up with the cost of
living, haven’t you?”

Doreen added: ‘We want to
know where the profits are
going. It’s time they ploughed
some back onto the shop
floor. They’re trying to starve
the mouths that feed them’.

The women say the morale
of the strikers is high. Lorry
drivers are refusing to cross
picket lines and they’re getting
support from the maintenance
men in the AUEW.

Black

Acargoofthepeaharvest
re-directed from Batchelors to

collected £64 from London
dockers who promised more
help.

If Batchelors and Unilever

going in; it was horrible being

jeered at as we crossed the

picket line. But then we didn’t
ever meet the factory workers
even though we were all in the
same union,’ remembers Eve.

“The blokes saw us as a bit of
skirt, something to whistle at,’
added Jackie. ‘When the
occupation started they didn’t
think we’d stick it out.

‘We started having joint
union meetings after the
January strike, and that’s how
it began—all of us voting to
come out on strike in support
of the hospitals
fighting against their own
closures.

‘Most of us were on the
demonstration on 11 May, but
the management used it as an
excuse to sack the ones they
wanted to.

workers °

are to be beaten, there must be
joint action linked by shop
stewards throughout the Un-
ilever group.

SWP members should
check whether there’s a Un-
ilever Group factory in their
area and if there is, approach
shop stewards for support for
the Batchelors strikers.

Organise pickets outside
supermarkets that sell
Batchelors products—most
do.

Collect money for the 1,200
strikers who are only getting
£6-a-week strike benefit from
the union. Donations and
messages of support to Vin

t, 42 Grisell Crescent,
Foxlnll, Sheffield.

O Support Batchelors
strikers stickers can be got,
at 20p for sheet of 12
(proceeds to strike fund)
from Flat 4, 68 Clark
Road, Shefﬁeld $10.

‘That’s what annoyed us so
much, so we immediately
voted for the occupation when
it was suggested. We didn’t
know what it would involve,
no one did. The first night I
had to go home and tell my
mum and dad, but it was
alright. They wonder about
me being here, sometimes the
only woman, but it doesn’t
bother me any more.

Daily

‘The first day I came in
someone said, oh Jackie, go
and make a cup of tea. Then
ten minutes later, oh Jackie,
go and make a cup of tea. I fell
in then! Now the blokes even
ask us if we want cups of tea!’

‘And they listen to our point
of view. Once you’re involved

Brother George Anderson

IN THE July 2 issue of Socialist Worker we erroneously reported
that NUPE’s Oxford Assistant Divisional Officer Brother
George Anderson had criticised Oxford teachers’ recent actions
against the cuts as a threat to NUPE members in the schools.

We withdraw this mistaken report and apologise unreservedly
to Brother Anderson, who has recently reiterated his union’s

official support for the teachers.

The remarks in question were in fact published in a local paper
by Brother E W Millar, secretary of NUPE’s Oxford County
Branch, despite his own union’s policy on the matter.

We are confident that our opinion of Brother Millar is shared

by Brother Anderson.
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Lucas:
women ‘s
sit-in

embarrass

bosses

BIRMINGHAM: Outside the
gates of the Lucas Electrical
factory at Mere Green, there is
a small picket of striking
toolmakers.

Inside the gates, sitting
defiantly at tables in the sun,
900 women production
workers are protesting against
lay-offs.

The toolmakers are on
strike for a bonus. The bonus
does not offend against the
pay policy. Negotiations have
struggled all the way through
procedure.

Only a small amount of
money is involved but the
enormously rich and greedy
bosses at Lucas are refusing to
pay.

When the production
workers—almost all of them
women—turned up for work
they were told: ‘There’s no
work for you. Go home.’

And Dbecause the
toolmakers dispute doesn’t
arise solely in the Mere Green
factory, the women weren’t
entitled to lay-off pay.

They’d had enough. So they
decided to sit in and occupy
the factory until there was
work—or lay-off pay.

The Lucas bosses, hoped to
make use of the time to get on
with improvements to a trade
effluent plant, without having
to pay any wages. The
women’s sit<in has em-
barressed them.

Overtime
strike
at Shell

ESSEX: 600 maintenance
workers at Shell Refinery near
Corringham including crane
drivers, riggers, erectors,
scaggolders and pipefitters are
out on strike against com-
pulsory overtime.

When workers refused their
turn of overtime they were
suspended, and when the
numbers of suspended
mounted the rest of the
workers walked out the gate.

This dispute ties in with the
Shell TGWU members who
have a 30 per cent claim in.

and interested you can have
your own opinions. Now if I
disagree with something that’s
said on the committee I know I
can make up my own mind.

‘That’s the difference. When
you're here all day you learn a
lot—about Grunwicks, what’s
going on. Things I would
never have known before’.

All the women have visited
union branches, hospitals and
factories to get support for
Greenwich Reinforcements. If
you can invite them to speak
to your union branch or your
workmates ring 01 853 1380 or
1391.

[ Donations are urgently
needed as most of the
workers are married and

have had their social
security pagments stopped,
should sent to:

Greenwich Reinforcements
Occupation Committee, 90
River Way, London SE10.

Nalgo pay
victory

HAMMERSMITH Council’s
NALGO playworkers have
won their dispute with the
Council and voted for an
immediate return to work.
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Bus
drivers’
victory

WORTHING: Last week’s
unofficial bus drivers’ strike at
Southdown’s Worthing depot
spread quickly down the
South Coast to include
Brighton, Hove and
Portsmouth by Wednesday
evening.

The strike began when
several drivers in Worthing
were suspended for refusing to
take out dangerous vehicles—
vehicles they had been com-
plaining about for 13 weeks.

Cliff Twort, Transport
and General Workers Union
passenger group secretary,
said in the local paper: ‘... but
unfortunately we were unable
to stop the men taking the
action they did.’

The strike ended after three
days’ when the management
agreed to withdraw the buses
for modification and not to
put them back inot service
until the drivers were satisfied
they were safe.

Another
Grunwicks?

SKEGNESS: 40 workers who
make forklift trucks for
Sandersons have been on
strike for thirteen weeks for
union recognition.

A shop steward was sacked
while the government’s ar-
bitration agency ACAS was in
the middle of preparing a
report.

Last Saturday the National
Association of Self Employed
had a motorcade demonstra-
tion through the town in
support of the employer.

Nearly 250 Transport &
General Workers’ members
had a counter demonstration
in support of the strikers in the
afternoon.

-Abuww.
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AUEW members at
Lucas Aerospace in
Wolverhampton are still
picketing the factory
after being locked out
by the management.

This l\q:pened during
negotiations over their
bonus scheme.

The management
claimed they were work-
ing to rule even though
some members were on
the maximum bonus!

WAGES: THE BATTLE IS

EAST LONDON Lrebi -Paylittle. That seems

to be the

(manufacturers oY tea,
factory at Stratford.
isplaying notices for months encouraging

cannlng
After

Brooke Bon q
and oxo) at thelr mea

workers to forego their Phase Two increase, due on 6
June, until after 31 July in the hopes of a much bigger
settlement LieBig have refised to pay more than Phase

Two allows

Management chose 29 July—halfway through the summer
shutdown—to announce this to the AUEW maintenance staff,
the only people still working. The offer was immediately
unanimously rejected by the AUEW members. They have been
on strike since 1 August against a Phase Two deal.

Redundancy: It's all
at your Co-op!

ACCRINGTON: The

management of Hambledon
‘Mill, Acerington’s last weav-

ing shed, seem hell bent on
closing down the factory even
though orders are being turn-
ed away

This will throw 120 onto
the dole.

Over the past 20 years the
Co-op have pursued a
deliberate policy of running
down the mills which it has
owned.

Hambledon is a case in
point. No major investment
has been made at the mill since
1952, the date when the mill’s
‘new’ looms were installed.

This is a clear policy of the

Co-op bleeding mills dry and
then closing them down. Some
ten mills have closed in the last
ten years in the area. All of
them have lacked any signifi-
cant investment for 25 years.

Alan Osbaldeston, Con-
venor at the factory, told
Socialist Worker that ‘only
two weeks before the closure
notice was announced a
worker was told not to leave as
his job was secure.’

The co-o J has been receiv-
ing some £20,000 per man in
the form of temporary
employment subsidies and
these end on 17 September.

The mill is due to close on
the 16th.

NALGO boost

By Marlyn Tweedi,
Strathclyde NALGO

STRATHCLYDE: Members
of NALGO, the local govern-
ment union in the finance and
administration department of
Monklands District Council
have voted overwhelmingly to
take industrial action in sup-
port of their brothers and
sisters in the housing depart-
ment. They have been on
official strike for six weeks.
The district council
threatened to sack all the
members of the housing
department and make them
reapply for their jobs, with the
threat that certain members
would not get their jobs back.

Confident

The Council is trying to
blame the local government
employees for housing
problems at Monklands,
which have been caused by the
cuts and the, Council’s own

-—disastrous policies.

A few weeks
national

ago the
emergency com-

mittee of NALGO gave the
strikers permission to ballot
other council employees about
spreading the strike.

The results were 100 per
cent in support from the two
key departments of finance
and administration.

A packed NALGO branch
meeting voted to extend the
strike.

OO0 Messages of support
to: Barney Whelan, Presi-

dent Monlands NALGO
Branch, Housing Depart-
ment Office, Airdrie,
Lanarkshire.

LieBig are pointing to the
threatened sanction of the
Prices Commission, and
saying that if they pay more
their application for price
increases will be refused.

AUEW shop steward
Knolly Fernandes has a
simple answer to th this: ‘It
isn't necessary for our wage
increase to mean higher
prices for shoppers. The
company have announced
record profits this year—we
want some of that.

Indeed, Brooke Bond
Liebig are gloating over pre-
tax profits which have risen
from £26.9 million last June
to £48 million this June.

A closer look at their
operation in Stratford,
where Fray Bentos products
are canned, is revealing. For
a 40-hour basic day shift, a
fitter receives £54.45, and a
fitter’'s mate £46 (including
£6 from Phase One).

Other factories in the
LieBig group around coun-
try have also rejected the
offer. Some are operating
overtime bans. AUEW
members here are anxious to
speak at other factories.

‘With this issue there is the
beginning of real com-
munication between the
different factories at shop
steward level’, Knolly Fer-
nandes explained. “We hope
our action will spread, but
we are determined to fight
on in any case.’

[J Send donations to the
strike fund and messages
of support to Knollﬁ er-
nandes, 12 Pretoria Road
London, E11.

RTZ: 350 strike

ALL 350 employees of the Gloucestershire-based Indalex
Ltd, aluminium extruders and hinge manufacturers, and a
subsidiary of Rio Tinto Zing, have been out on strike since

last Wednesday.

They are demanding 25 per cent on the basic £1.02 to £1.12
per hour which they now get for a 40 hour week.

Management offered £2.50 per week plus a productivity
scheme, which the workers rejected as totally inadequate.

Said John Perkins, representative of the works sub-
committee for wage negotiations: ‘The real problem is

countrywide. The
straitjacketed the workers.’

Government’s Social

Contract has

CHELTENHAM,

Gloucestershire: 1350
production workers at
the Bishops Cleeve fac-
tory at Smiths In-
dustries did not return
to work on Monday
after the annual summer
break because manage-
ment refused to meet

their demands for a rise :

outside Phase Two.

The wbob of the shop
floor i members of
the AUEW, GCMWLU,
EETPU and NSSM (but
not the toolroom who
negotiate separately) are

In brief

By Joanna Radford

SHEFFIELD: The 21
workers at Flame Hardeners
Ltd have returned to work
after three weeks on strike.

Gerry Kane, unfairly sacked
during his so-called training
period, has been put back on
full pay while negotiations
take place.

But the shop steward,
David Hughes, told Socialist
Worker that the men would
walk straight out again is the
talks didn’t result in Gerry’s
full resintatement and an
improvement in training
facilities.

Wages and conditions in the
firm are appalling. Average
take home pay for 40 hours is
about £32, and the manage-
ment have been trying to cut

MANCHESTER: Nearly 300
Co-operative workers at the
Ancoats Packing Factory and
Bacon Warehouse have been
on strike since last Thursday.

Like most co-operative
workers they are miserably
paid. With bonuses the
average wage before deduc-
tions 1s about £42.

As one striker said:
‘Scrooge is not dead. He runs
the Co-op.’

The 150 workers at the
Urmston depot have joined
the strike, as have 30 at
Briscoe Lane. And all the
deliveries to the Co-operative

out on strike indefinitely.

Johnny Styles, the Works
Convenor, said: ‘A number of
people in the factory have a
certain allegiance to the
Labour Government, but we
have said to them that the
Social Contract has kept
wages down.

Approach

The members agreed that
there was no way we could
accept Phase Two so we came
out. We have asked
ment to come up with an offer
above Phase Two, but they
only offered five per cent.

‘We worked out that we
would need about 21 per cent
to stand still. If management

. .. In brief

wages by setting on new men
at a much lower rate and not
increasing it when the
probationary period finished.

‘As for safety,” David
Hughes told us, ‘The position
is incredible. Buckley, the
General Manager, is also
safety officer. When I com-
plained about faulty wiring

By Sammy Morris, SOGAT
Shop Steward, Lairds DRG
Tannochside.

THE SHOPFLOOR of DRG
Lairds Tannochside factory
has voted unanimously to
strike against the company’s
refusal to allow the Father of
the Chapel the right to call
union meetings in company
time.

This is in spite of opposition
from local full-time officials.

DRG Lairds are part of a
giant multi-national printing
and packaging groups with
factories throughout the
world.
~ The 300 strikers are all
SOGAT members. Over 200
are women.

retail outlets in Greater
Manchester should by now y 4
have ground to a halt. y 4
&
&
y 4
&
&

STARTING

had abided by our pay and
productivity scheme, they
would have come up with a lot
more than five per cent.

The gut feeling among the
members is extremely good.
We know we are up against the
government and the unions,
but we are prepared to stay out
until the management come
up with a decent offer which
must be somewhere in double
figures.

‘Management called the
stewards in to ask us to allow

-emergency work to be carried
out on grounded airtraﬁ. We
gave them a flat no.’

Wages in the factory are
between £50 and £70 a week

for production workers, for 40
hours.

making a hand grinder
dangerous he said I'd have to
use it anyway because there
wasn’t a replacement.

‘I wasn’t in the union then,
so I couldn’t do anything, but

the boot’s on the other foo} -

now. They want to put us back
in the days of squire and serf,
but we won’t have it.

O Donations and
messages of support to:
DRG Lairds, Chapel Fund
Bank Account, Royal Bank
of Scotland, Tannochslde
Lanarkshlre. Account
number 391445.

NEWS

HEINZ—3,500

have leapfrogged stage 2
of the Social Contract
Workers in the northemn
plants have received in-
creases of around 20 per
cent, operative from
August 1.

The workers have
forgone their stage 2 in-
creases of £2.50 due in
May. About one third of all
Heinz workers are
affected.

CHRYSLER—Shop
stewards at the Stoke plant
in Coventry are demanding
a 25 per cent wage increase.
They are also demandi
consolidation of the .28
increase as the starting
point of the new claim. This
would take skilled workers
from £70 a week to £92.50.
All  Chrysler plants
represented in the combine
committee have rejected an
attempt by the management
to impose national bargain-

ing and are keeping to plant
by plant bargaining.

TRAIN DRIVERS—Train
drivers in ASLEF are
demanding rises of
between £25 and £30 to
come into force im-
mediately. This claim will
breach the TUC/Govemn-
ment 12 month rule. as

well as the 10 per cemt
limit.

BRITISH RELAY TV—
engineers throughout
England and Wales, some
900 in all, are demanding an
average of 30 per cemt
around £20.

They have rejected com-
pany attempts to impose an
incentive scheme instead of
increases in the basic rate.

The national shop
stewards committee is now
recommending a strike by
all the 900 workers.

RITISH LEYLAND -

the working party should
continue to meet with
management was only
carried by 89 votes to 85.

If Leyland get away with
their efforts to impose one
wages structure on
Leyland the power of the
shop floor will be reduced
and that of senior con-
venors, negotiating for

weeks at a time away from
the factory, increased.
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t{ YES, this headline was in the workers’
paper, the Daily Mirror, on Tuesday:
Day of Joy as Shares Rocket Up.

: Day of Joy, that is, for spivs and speculators,

bankers and bureaucrats.
: Joy because shares are worth more today than at any

other time since the great property and fringe banking

LOBBY THE TRADES

UNION CONGRESS
Monday 5 September, 11am

Winter Gardens, Blackpool

Called by the Manchester Confederation of Shipbuilding and
Engineering Unions, the Liaison Committee for the Defence of
Trade Unions, and the Right to Work Campaign. '
Transport from rest of country and train (Special train from
London Euston £7.50 return/Tickets from the Rank and File
Centre, 265a Seven Sisters Rd, London N4.)
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Don't look at

- this picture . . .
you might get
14 years’ jail
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boom of 1972.

Joy because profits (and dividends) are rising like never before

in the last decade.

But wait. Is the joy really so
universal? Is everyone really
‘turning the corner’?

On the same day that the
Stock Exchange went
through the roof, some more
figures appeared about price
rises.
They showed that there
are two sorts of price rises.
There are price rises, for
industrialists, bankers and
the like. These are going
down fast.

The increase in raw
material prices for goods
coming into the factory, is a
tiny 2.4 per cent in the last six
months. And wages (the
biggest cost for the bosses)
have been held back rigidly-
by the social contract.

Begging

But what about the other
price rises—the ones that
most of us have to meet, in the
shops, on the buses and
trains, in our homes?

They’re going up just as
fast as any other time this
year.

Prices charged by
manufacturers on goods leav-
ing the factory went up by 1%
per cent in July—that’s an
annual increase of 21 per
cent, six times higher than the
rise for prices going into the
factory.

As The Times put it on
Tuesday: ‘It seems that
manufacturers have been
restoring profit margins and
pushing up price incgeases
through before the new price
code comes into effect at the
beginning to this month,
rather than passing on their
lower costs.’

In plain language, that
means: they are keeping our
prices high even though their
prices are low. Theyreapitin.
We pay.

They aren’t controlled by
any 12-month rule. They put
up prices whenever they like,
and no-one can stop them.

Trade union leaders and
government Ministers are
starting another mournful
chorus, begging us all to ‘give
another 12 months for Bri-
tain,’

The best answer to thatis a
rude noise—and a fight back.

Beechams’
powder
keg on pay

ONE FIRM making
massive profits 1s
Beechams— £132
million last. year.

But they are paying
their workers .at Coleford
in the Forest of Dean just
£34 to £38 a week gross.

And they have offered
them an increase of just £2.50.

But the 450 production
workers are on strike for £24
across the board. And
Beechams factories in five
other areas are coming out on
strike for a day in support.

Strike committee chairman
Tom Jones says: ‘There’s a lot
of us here claiming Family
Income Supplement and rent
and rates rebates because the
wages are so low.

Subsidise

‘Why should the govern-
ment subsidise a firm that
made £132 million profit last
year? We're the lowest paid
factory in the district.’

One shop steward said:
‘We've -accepted this for 31
years but now we've had
enough. The management
didn’t think we would do it.

Most of us have never been
on strike before but we are
determined to stick this out.’

Beechams factories in
Lowestoft, Manchester,
Maidenhead, Newcastle and
Tottenham were due to strike
in support on Wednesday.

Coleford convenor Dave
Squires told Socialist
Worker: ‘It seems we are
leading the country. It’s a test
whether the Social Contract
stands or falls, whether the
low-paid workers get kicked
in the teeth again.

Beginning

“We know our people can’t
live on the wages they are
getting.’

This strike is just the
beginning. It proves that it
won't just be the big,
traditionally militant groups
in the docks, the mines and
the car industry who can
benefit from ending all
restraints on wages.

Eyeryone stands to benefit
if we show the determination
of the Beechams workers, and
like them, win solidarity ac-
tion.
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THE PICTURE at the top is
dangerous. Do not look at it. It
could end you up in prison for 14
years.

It is a close-up of the top of London'’s
Post Office tower. One like it is
included in material ‘likely to be useful
to the enemy’ for which Duncan
Campbell, a iournalist, was charged
this week under the Official Secrets

Act.
Duncan had taken a number of

photographs of telecommunications

centres which are, apparently,
‘restricted places’. These include the
Post Office Tower.

Never mind that you can buy
postcards of the tower. You can
p':obably be ‘done’ for buying or selling
them.

All this would be a silly joke—
except that the lives of three young
journalists—Dancan Campbell,
Crispin Aubrey and John Berry—are

PICTURES: Andrew Wiard (Report)

seriously threatened by it.

The three men attended Tottenham
magistrates court this week (picketed
above) where the police and Special
Branch will try to commit them for trial
as a result of a conversation they had
earlier this year, nothing of which was
ever published.

These are the first trials for 20 years
of journalists under Section One of the
ical Secrets Act. If convicted, they
could go to jail for 14 years.
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