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STOCKPORT! v-o,‘;@ ,
The Nazi Front, defeated in %
Hyde, are now attempting to
Saturday.
JOIN US IN RESISTING THEM.
thg g:cemble :me Hall, Wellington Road South, 12 midday,

march through another part
(SWP branches in north, north-west and north of Birmingham to attend)

cialist
Worker

PAPER OF THE SOCIALIST WORKERS RARTY 1

‘They're taking the
food out of our
imouths

says Beryl Womack

of the Manchester area this

ARE Mr and Mrs Denis Healey worrying about where the
money’s going to come from to buy new winter shoes for the

children?
Are Audrey and James Callaghan having to make do with sausages for their

Sunday dinner?
You bet your life they’re not.
But Beryl and Steven H THE E
Sheffield. Thanks to the CONTROLS
Callaghans and Healeys of
this world their lives are
becoming intolerable. They Y

Womack are worrying
just can’t manage to feed

about all these things.

The Womacks are a
working-class family from

themselves and their four
children any more.

Beryl told Socialist Worker
what she thought about the 10
per cent rise Denis Healey
fresh from# completing

urchase of his new £70,000

ouse, has commended to the
Labour Party Conference for
people like ourselves.

“The rise in the cost of living
is taking food out of the
children’s mouths.

‘A 10 per cent rise is
hopeless. It would mean about
£4. That’s taken up just by the
rise in school dinners and rent.

‘It’s just impossible to make
ends meet. My husband Steve
is a bus driver. If he works a
44-hour week on early shift,
which means he leaves the
house at 4am and doesn’t get
back till 3pm, he brings home
£48!

I have to make most of the
kids’ clothes or else they would
have to go round in rags. Just
now they all need new shoes
for the. winter and they're
having to wear their summer
sandals.

‘There’s often nothing left in
my purse at all by Tuesday and
Steve doesn’t get paid till
Thursday.

Normal

‘We rarely get a proper
Sunday dinner. We just have
to have sausages and beans.

‘In the past we used to put a
bit of money in the bank for
going out or for Christmas,
but there’s nothing in it now.

‘A couple of years ago we
could live quite comfortably.

* Now it’s just impossible. We

‘My husband Steve is a bus driver. If he works
a 44-hour week on early shift, which means
he leaves home at 4am and doesn’t get in until
3pm, he brings home £48.

‘But our bills are: school dinners £3.75, milk

£3.50, rent and rates £10, food £25, gas and

electricity £6, mail order payments for clothes
for the kids £2. And all that comes to £50.25.

‘That means Steve is forced to work an
average of 60 hours a week just to keep

going.’

can’t live a normal married
life, because the wages are so
low and the hours are
ridiculous. -

‘Steve’s a shop steward, and
| sued to object because of the
time . involved. The trade
union doesn’t provide for
wives at all.

‘I would like to know what
was goingon. If the wives were
involved, there wouldn't be so
many rows at home.

‘I understand now that it’s
only by fighting for better
conditions at work that we can
in the end have more time
together. I think it would be
great to get the wives down on
the picket line. -

‘We can’t afford the strikes.
But it’s got to be done.’

The strikes are a series of
one-day stoppages by
busworkers in South
Yorkshire. The second was
this Tuesday.

They are claiming a £15
wage rise, to be paid now, with
£21 for one-man bus operators
plus four weeks holiday.

They want that £15—
now for one simple reason.
Like tens of thousands of
other workers, THEY
NEED IT NOW. :

Don’t you?

B R

Busman's wife Beryl Womack and her four children in Sheffield this week

Picture: John Sturrock (Report)
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Keep the

Nazis
out of
Hemel!

THE prospect of a National
Front meeting in Hemel
Hempstead is being met with a
great counter-campaign.

Within 48 hours of the NF
announcing their meeting to
be held on 11 October, the
local SWP had printed 10,000
leaflets calling for a counter-
picket and exposing the NF as
Nazis.

The call put us directly in
the firing line—but not from
the NF. The local Liberal
candidate launched an im-
mediate aftack, denouncing
the SWP as ‘fascist and
racist’—claiming we  sup-
ported the internment of Jews
dissidents  in Russia, and
exposing nothing but his own
ignorance and stupidity.

But others used this as an
excuse to join the
bandwagon—notably the
secretary of the Hemel Anti-
Racist Committee, Com-
munist Party member Bernard
Rubin, who attacked the SWP

Abortion:
This is

Britain's
blackspot

BIRMINGHAM is Britain's
abortion blackspot. However
desperate a women is, she is
unlikely to be able to get an
abortion unless she is well-off.

No fewer than 94 per cent of
the women who have abor-
tions in the city have,
somehow, to scrape together
the money for a private opera-
tion. Only six operations in a
hundred are done on the
National Health.

That is why the National
Abortion Campaign has
chosen Birmingham for its
next national demonstration

_on Saturday 29 October.

Supporters of Socialist

Worker and Owmen's Voice

should work for the
demonstration by:

O Distributing leaflets
among nurses and hospital
workers, especially where
consultants refuse to carry out
abortions.

O Leafletting places where
the anti-abortion group
SPUC is already organising,
such as Catholic girls schools.
Challenge SPUC to debate
about abortion.

O Leaflets and posters for
the demonstration from SWP
Women’s Department, 6 Cot-
tons Gardens, London E2.
Leaflets £2.50 per thousand.
Posters £1.50 per 100.

(] No return to backstreet
abortion—Free abortion on
demand. Demonstrate on
Saturday 29 October,
1.30pm, Victoria Square
(Town Hall), Birmingham.-

THE IDJO)

o
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WHAT IS Thg ALTERNATVES

Part of the Hemel SW
leaflet—10,000 handed out.

for ‘confrontation tactics’
against the Nazis.

The attacks have rebounded
on them, uniting the opposi-
tion to the NF even more. For
the Trades Council’s response
was to vote unanimously to
support the counter-picket.

And the Anti-Racist Com-
mittee, originally committed
to holding a ‘Festival of Racial
Harmony' in another part of
town, has changed its line and
is alos supported the picket.

O KEEP THE NAZIS
OUT: Picket the NF
meeting with mini-fuehrer
Martin Webster, Tuesday
11 October, assemble 7pm,
The Green, Leverstock

Green, Hemel Hempstead,
for march to Wesiwick
Primary School.

Picture by John Smith
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O Full report next week.

EAGER BEAVERS

THE COMPANIES THAT
LOVE THE SOCIAL CONTRACT

Heart op after

THE POLICE are doing
yet another cover-up
job after the most re-
cent in a series of
National Front attacks.

Last Saturday 19-year-old
‘Garry Whitehead was stabbed
while helping with Socialist

- Worker sales on Bradford’s

crowded Broadway precinct.

He was rushed to the Royal -

Infirmary, where emergency open
heart surgery was needed because
of six stab wounds to his back,
chest, forearm and neck.

Two wounds had penetrated the
heart and lungs. Garry is still in a
critical condition.

GARRY
STABBED
6 TIMES

local Nazi, nicknamed ‘Evil’ by local
Socialist Worker sellers. This man was
also a key figure in at least two previous
incidents, at the Ringbar and Duchess
of Kent pubs, when blacks and trade
unionists were beaten up, one receiving
a broken glass in the face.

These incidents, which occurred

- regularly over several Friday nights,

were denied by the police to be
political—even though they had started
to draft in extra police on Friday
mghts——and were described to the press

as ‘due to too many bachelor nights
out.’

Many witnesses to the attack on
Gary gave statements to the police.
They were told that they could not refer
to the attacker as a member or
supporter of the NF, and that they
could not say that they recognised him
from the previous incidents.

Early on Monday morning the police
issued a statement to Pennine Radio
that they did not believe that the man
they had arrested was a member of any
political organisation.

Later 23-year-old Charles Michael
Appleyard was charged with ‘wounding
with intent to cause grievous bodily
harm’. Bail was not requested, and he
was remanded in custody.

Richard Firth, prosecuting, said
there were a lot of witnesses to trace and
there was ‘a risk of damage to
Appleyard’ if released.

Stephen Couch, defending, said:
“The incident arose because of conflict

-/ Nazi knifes socialist

between rival factions, but Appleyard
was not associated with either F ction.
He is showing great remorse and is ina
state of deep shock.

“The police officer who dealt with
him, Detective Constable ngson had
shown him great understanding.’

Couch, the defence solicitor, has
recently defended several NF members
in court.

On Monday night an emergency
meeting of Bradford Trades Council
executive agreed to:

0. Issue an immediate statement
saying that Garry's attacker .is well-
known as a National Front supporter.

O Print leaflets for mass distribution
in local factories.

U Call an emergency meeting for all
local shop stewards .in the are for
10.30am, on Saturday 15 Ocotber, at
the Textile Hall.

Garry’s attacker was a well-known

Firemen frorp aII over the North West marched through Luverpool Iast Friday demandmg B 30 per cent pay rise. At a
mass meeting afterwards the men made it plain they would strike in November if their claim was not met.

ELECTION
FIDDLE
BY NAZIS

THE Master Race in Ashtead,
near Dorking in Surrey, are
having trouble finding people
to sign their nomination from
for a local council by-election.

It seems to be general NF
policy to hoodwink local
residents into signing the
forms. through the simple
expedient of not actually
}%l:ing anyone the candidate is

-

i s

No fewer than seven of the

ten signatories to the form of
Nazi candidate Barry Hill told
the local paper that they either
did not remember signing at
all or were not told he can-
didate was NF.

One man said he signed his
name, “Then 1 saw National
Front at the top. 1 said I
wanted nothing to do with
them, but they walked away.’

The Nazs even refused to
take one woman's name off he
list when her son asked them
to do so on her behalf.

Socialist Workers Party
BLACK CAUCUS
WEEKEND SCHOOL

22-23 October, North
London Polytechnic,
Holloway Road, London

Registration 50p

SATURDAY 11am

[J Fascism and the State—Alocke
Biswas

(J Black Liberation and
Socialism—Tony Bogues and
Bipin Patel

[J Black Women in Struggle—
Jackie Bogues, Martha %samor
Rehana Minhas

[J The Socialist Workers Party,
who we are and how we are
organised—Steve Jefferys
SUNDAY, 10am

(] Fighting police harassment, the
experience of defence campaigns
and self-defence groups—Lee
Kane, Tony Bogues, Balwinder
Singh

Plus Social on Saturday night, ~
bookstall, exhibitions, films.

Shareholders' £3% million bonanza

by SEYMOUR PROPHET
Our bug in the boardroom

AUGUST H this year was a
happy day for the 3,300
shareholders of Clayton
Dewandre, who are kept fat
by the labours of the com-
pany’s 4,500 workers.

That was the day they gota
letter from their chairman,
ex-Tory minister Lord Orr-
Ewing—who manages to
hold down four directorships
at the same time.

The glad tidings Lord Orr-
Ewing’s letter brought was of
a £3'4 million bonanza for
shareholders. American
Standard—who, like Clayton
Dewandre, make brakes and
other parts of cars and
lorries—were making a

takeover bid for Clayton.
They were offering 142p a
share, compared with a stock
market price of 115p—which
itself was 15p higher than a
week before as speculators
got a whiff that something
was afoot.
It is easy to see why
American Standard were
after Clayton. Lord Orr-
Ewing—pocketing his instant
£500 profit—is sure profits
this year to December 1977
will be more than £3,750,000.

That is over £1 more than in
1976 and almost £900 for
every Clayton worker.

Between 1974 and 1976
Clayton made pre-tax profits
of almost £8 million and had
over £10%; million available
for investment. In fact they
invested only £3,660,000 in
new plant and expected to
spend only
1977.

£1,200,000 in

But the directors have
nothing to worry about.
Some have their jobs
guaranteed under service
contracts, one is sure of £340
a week until the end of 1981.

The workers also, of
course, have their jobs
guaranteed. American Stan-
dard said that the interests of
the employees of Clayton
would be “fully safeguarded’.
Just as they have been
safeguarded up to now—by
taking £900 off them each
year.

‘No redundancies are en-
visaged as a result of the
takeover,’ promised the new

‘bosses. We shiall see.

" picket a__National

O - Request an urgent
meeting with local MPs, in-
cluding the Attorney General
Sam Silkin.

O Make a public appeal for
further witnesses.
Meanwhile, from his

hospital bed, Garry asks us to
use this incident to obtain the
maximum publicity and to
demonstrate clearly what the
Nazis are up to so as to ensure
that their organisation is
smashed!

300 picket

ALMOST 300 people turned
out last Thursday. evening to
Front
meeting in outh. .

Two weeks ago the Fromt™
had claimed they were having
a rally and march through the
centre of Plymouth. The
Trades Council started the call
for a picket, supported by the
Plymouth Anti-Fascist Com-
mittee.

The Frontheld neither their
march nor their. rally. Too
scared to come out into the
open, they took their sup-
poerters with police escort
into the Cornish countryside
for a private meeting.

This was seen a s a victory
by the anti-fascist committee,
who held a.  spontaneous
meeting attended by 200 poe-
ple and addressed by delegates
of the Grades Trades Council,

" the anti-fascist committee, the

Transport Workers Union,
the Socialist Workers Party,
Labour Party and Claimants
Union, and a visiting delegate
from Hammersmith Trades
Council.

NF attack

SATURDAY morning
shoppers in Bury got a first-
hand view of what the Nazis
stand for last weekend. Five
people were selling Socialist
Worker and Socialist
Challenge when ten Nazis,
from the British National
Party, jumped on them.

First they tried to snatch
papers and leaflets. Then they
launched an all-out attack on
two people. One Mark
Hackett, was pulled to the
ground and had his  head
kicked.

But before too much
damage was done they were
chased off.

Front banned

THE Tory-controlled council
has banned the National
Front from holding a rally in
Reading Town Hall

The council declared they
took their decision because the
Front meeting might have
clashed with a performance
later that night of the

Salisbury Singers in The Gon-
doliers.

The real reason was that
Reading Trades Council was
erganising a mass' picket to
stop the NF rally.
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The Nazis
switch

IT'S THE SAME OLD TALE . ..

O ‘The rate of
inflation can be
brought down to 10

O 'We are
determined to bring
the rate of inflation

] ‘No serious
observer now
argues we have no

U "James Callaghan
IS @ good prime
minister'—Eric

O “Inflation by the
end of this year
should be about 13

. . . and what

their

march to
Stockport

A FORTNIGHT ago the Nazi
National Front were forced to
drop their plans to parade
through the streets of Hyde,
near Manchester, by the
prospect of a huge counter-

demonstration .
Now they are attempting to

recover their prestige by
switching their march to near-
by Stockport.

The knife attack on a
socialist in Bradford (see page
2) shows what happens when
the Nazis are able to go openly
on to the streets. They use the
knife, the knuckleduster and
the firebomb against socialists
and black people.

They believe that by secret
preparations for a demonstra-
tion this Saturday they will be
able to open up Stockport to
their antics.

The Nazi spokesman Verrel
boasted to the Guardian: ‘It is
rather amusing. The Reds [by
which he means any decent
person who opposes the
Nazis] don’t know whether
they’re coming or going. The
more speculation about where
we are going to march, the
more we like it’.

Verrel was trying to cover
up the extent of the recent
defeats suffered by the Nazis.
They are now forced to

demonstrate in secret, unable °

to put out prior publicity or to
mobilise any other than their
most hardened supporters.

But things will only stay like
that if their attempts to march
in places such as Stockport are
met with determined
resistance. So we urge as many
of our readers as possible from
the North West and North of
England to be in Stockport
this Saturday.

per cent by the end
of 1975'—Denis

Healey, September
1974.

down to single
figures by the end of
1976°'—Denis
Healey, July 1975.

chance of reaching
our target, under 10
percentinflation, by
the end of this
year'—Denis

1977.

Healey, March

- 1976.

per cent and fall to
single figures early
next year'—Denis
Healey, October

THE SYSTEM'S IN AS BAD SHAPE AS EVER
BUT THEY'RE KEEPINGIT VERY QUIET

TEN DAYS ago
Chancellor Denis
Healey returned from
a meeting of the
International

Monetary Fund in
Washington. Ever

since then the press,
the TV and the

government have
- been proclaiming
how rosy the

Socialist
Worker

9conomic prospect
IS.

But in the back pages of
the posh papers, where

~ few workers are likely to

venture, a different story is

e
45
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Get your
finger
out,
Labour!

Right to Work marchers in Brighton (from left): Hugh

WHAT are you going to
do ahout unemployment?
That’s what 16-year-old
Danny Jones from
Skelmersdale asked
Chancellor Denis Healey
outside the Labour Party
Conference in Brighton.
Mrs Healey made her
own little contribution to
the discussion: ‘“You don’t
have to tell us about
unemployment,’ she said.
‘My father was un-
employed in the slump.’

They rushed off,
without answering Dan-
ny’s question, into the
luxury of one of
Brighton'’s five-star
hotels, the Grand.

Danny Jones was one
of the unemployed who
took part in the joint
lobby of the conference
organised on Monday by
the Right to Work Cam-
paign and the Campaign
Against Youth Un-
employment, which is

onner Dannﬂ} Jones a‘nd“Derek Bond and Marcus Luck.

supported by the Com-
munist Party.

After the lobby the two
organisations held a joint
meeting. Speakers includ-
ed Labour parliamentary
candidate Ernie Roberts,
Bob Boynton, secretary of
the CAYU, and John
Deason, secretary of the
Right to Work Cam-
paign.

The 230 people at the
meeting agreed on the
need for further joint co-

being told.

Far from being rosy, thé
prosect world-wide is grim,
despite years of falling
wages, public spending cuts
and rising unemployment.

The Times business section
reported last Thursday: ‘In
private most people from the
industrial countries seem
agreed that the world's
economy iS going sour on us
at a pace no one imagined six
months ago, and there seems
no out.”

The present slump began

operation between the
two organisations, and in
particular a campaign to
get unemployed workers
on the Grunwicks picket.

Some wof the CAYU
demonstrators ained the
Right to Work Campaign
campsite. Said one: “The
food is barely eatable, the
camp is windswept, but
I'd much rather be here
than with the Oyster
Brigade. in the Grand
Hotel up there.’

Picture: Mark Rusher (IFL)

four years ago.

Since then, in all major
Western countries, growing
numbers of unemployed have
been prevented from working
in a growing number of shut-
down or half-operating fac-
tories. Because of this, the
total amount of wealth
produced world wide is about
a :ifth less than it could be.

n

cent, despite all Healey's
talk of ‘economic recovery’.

Insane

The profit system means
that governments are
frightened to do anything to
overcome this insane state of
affairs, in case prices rise
even faster than at present.

They claim that eventually
the system will solve its own
problems, without them tak-
ing any action. This was the
reason Healey gave on Mon-
day for not taking any real
action to solve un-
employment. Yet, as The
Times pointed out: ‘There
have been short periods
when output has grown, as
last year, but they have been
so short as not to provide any
self-sustaining recovery . . .

‘At the moment when
ministers have started to
congratulate themselves that
things are coming right, a

they’ll say
for votes

Heffer, Tribune
group MP, on Radio
4, Tuesday.

. |

new setback is developing . ..
Europe’s growth will not be
enough to prevent unemploy-
ment rising and to give any
push to investment . . .’

Control

There is a short and sharp
conclusion in all this, which
of course The Times doesnt
draw: Things are bad and will
get worse, unless and unti
workers stop listening to the
excuses of ministers and start
fighting to replace a system
based on lunacy with one
based on sanity.

THERE'S JOY
SOMEWHERE

PROFITS rose no less than 44.3
per cent for industrial companies
that reported their trading figures
in September.

Dividend payments were up by
19 per cent on the previous
year—despite the government’s
claim that they are restricted to
10 per cent. That means that
while workers are experiencing a
continual fall in living standards,
parasites who live off their
shareholdings are keeping well
ahead of rising prices.

What!Can’t the

DENIS HEALEY claimed
at the Labour Party Con-
ference on Monday: ‘The
fall in living standards is
over'. He was loudly
applauded.

But you don’t have to be a
mathematical genius to see
that the claim can hardly be
true.

According to Healey's own
predictions, prices will still be
rising by 12 per cent in
December. His sidekick, Joel
Barnett, suggeststhatevenin
a year'’s time they will still be
rising by 10 per cent.

Yet wages are prevented
from rising by more than 10

Chancellor count?

per cent overall. After deduc-
tions that means increases
that average about 8 per
cent—much less than either
prediction for prices.

So simplearithmeticshows
that Healey must be wrong,
that living standards for
workers are going to continue
to fall.

And that's without taking
into account that millions of
workers are being forced to
put up with the 5 per centrise
they got under Phase Two
until next June or July.

The only possible conclu-
sion is that either the man in
charge of the British economy
::_annot count, or that he is a
iar.
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£10,000 appeal

Fight the racists!
Stop the Nazis!

£519

Against Nazi Threats

turns against thém, and slowly but surely

THE 11TH Hour Brigade are the people
who claimed responsibility for bombing
our headquarters. Three weeks ago
they claimed responsibility for bombing
the Community Relations Commission.

They are desperate people. As the tide

WE DIDN'T go away on
holiday this year. Like most
working-class families, the
only way you can afford one
nowadays is by saving for at
least seven months and cut-
ting down on. what little
standard of living you've got
left. :

So we did not go away. But
I wish we had. Nobody on our
row of houses had a holiday,
probably for the same
reasons.

Marlene next door has four
children and the only holiday
they get is a day trip to
Blackpool with her husband's
factory.

So 1 get very annoyed when
I see advertisements in posh
papers or magazines, giving
details of 90-day cruises
costing £20,000 if you go first-
class or £5,000 if you go third.

How many working peo-
ple, can go away for a day to

-the seaside, let alone for a

that is ha
tactics.

be foolish

week, because of fare in-
creases and money to spend?

And yet these rich bastards
can just hand over £20,000 for
one holiday. They can do it

because of the profits we

- Sell Socialist Worker in the colleges

make for them where we
work, and all we get is a lousy
£20 a week.

But everybody deserves a
holiday no matter who they
are, after working five days a
week, 52 weeks a year.

And if you don’t go away
on holiday you don’t get a
break at all, and the pressures

feel even greater.

So next year, sod the gas
and electricity bills. The
people we have to pay for
these necessities will be nip-
ping off to their weekend
retreats and £20,000 cruises,
so I'm sure they can wait for
their money. '

If they come to cut off the
appliances, they will have to
get past my fist first.

-The threats will not stop us but we would

£10,000 is needed to secure our head-
quarters and carry on the fight.

G WORKPLACE BULLETINS...

:
.

OUR
THANKS
THIS
WEEK
T10:
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Shropshire SWP
Leicestershire SWP -
Crawley

BBC

G P Healey, USA

D Parker, USA
Stockport SWP .
Reading readers and supporters
Crewe

Jan and Pat Brook
central London SWP
Medway swp
Blackpool SWP

Take a collection, rush in your con- Canterbury SWP
tributions today to: SOCIALIST WORKER  J feller
FUND, 6 Cottons Garden,s London. E2.  Balham South Africa Meeting

brewery told the landlord to call off the
meeting and any future meetings at the pub.

This week’s response is magnificent but
rve need that money now 8 before it's too
ate.

Have you done anything to help us?

The 11th Hour Brigade threatened to bomb
a pub in Crewe where Paul Foot was
supposed to be speaking this week. The

ppening, they will resort to these

not to take on the fight.

e e e e e e e e e e eeee———t————————————————— e . e .

MENT...0

ATTEMPTS to ban the
Socialist Worker

i+t e iy il

ment were going to organise
another ballot.
There was loud laughter

CO-OP MANAGE

SMOKING 0R EATING

IN CHEMICAL PIANTS CAN

BE HRAARIDVS i+«

By Gill Brown, SWP Student
Organiser
THE NUMBER of students in the
SWP doubled over the last year. This
year we could double it again.
NOISS, the student organisation
of the 8SWP, emerged as the
organisation fighting against the
increases in tuition fees. Massive
disputes developed and thousands
of students were drawn towards
revolutionary politics. : G

But students struggles rise and fal

very quickly. Thousands can be
occupying one day - and the next day
it can all be over. So leading those

struggles - athough very importantis.

not enough.

We have to convince those
thousands of students that they
must go further than one occupation
or demonstration, and begin to fight
against th whole system.

Socialist Worker is central in that.

Sales must be organised regularly
in public places, not just to a few

Workplace Bulletin at the
Co-op Tea factory in
Crewe have ended in farce
and defeat for the
management.

The management tried to
ban distribution of  the
bulletin inside the factory
when it appeared calling for a
no vote in a factory ballot.
The: management had
organised the ballot to try
and win support for a 10 per
cent pay deal.

But when the vote took
place there was a big no vote.

The top manager erupted,
stormed down to the factory
floor and called meetings of
all workers on both shifts. He
denounced the Socialist
Worker bulletin for trying to
influence the vote and
declared that the manage-

friends in the coffee bar. Every
student branch should plan sales

round every college residence; atthe

changeover of lectures; round
canteens and bars; in their own
lectures; at union meetings.

All these places must be covered
every week. We can’t afford to miss
potential buyers because they don't
happen to drink in the same bar. We
have to aim for 10,000 sales in the
colleges every week by the begin-
ning of November,

when he declared he would
have done this even if the vote
had gone the other way.

The shop stewards
recommended that everyone
abstain from the ballot. And
they did!

After the managers had
counted the few votes in a
derisory poll they sent formal
letters of apology to the shop
stewards committee and to
the full time officials.

The bulletin produced by
supporters of the Socialist
Workers in the factory will
now be going on, with one
success notched up already.
OO0 HAVE you sent Socialist
Worker a copy of your
workplace bulletin yet?
Send us a copy and write
and tell us how  you
produced it and how it is
working. :

Send to: Bulletins,
Socialist Worker, Cor-
bridge Works, Corbridge
Works, Corbridge Cres-
cent, London, E2 8DN.

SEPTEMBER was
another good month for
the Socialist Workers
Party. The total number
of new members
recruited was 323.
Among those joining
were 109 unemployed,
26 members of the
Transport union, 19
-mnembers of the .
engineering union, seven
building workers.



et T =~ R U

o HoiBray

tons of coal

the NCB

wants to
throw away

ROCKINGHAM MINERS
FIGHT TO SAVE THEIR PIT

JOE GORMLEY president of the National Union of Mineworkers, attacked
young unemployed Right to Work marchers at the TUC Congress last month,
telling them they should get jobs in the pits.

Now Gormley is at the centre of moves which could lead to the large scale.

closure of pits all over the country, with the loss of thousans thousands of jobs.
That is what will happen if the productivity deal in the pits gets through.

Rockingham Colliery, near Barnsley in Yorkshire already faces the threat of
closure in what is obviously a trial of strength between the Coal Board and the
rank and file miners.

The Rockingham miners told their story to Socialist Worker.

NeilO'Connell

Ken Vicars

ROCKINGHAM
COLLIERY lies just a few
miles outside Barnsley.
Like most pits it forms the
centre of a community,
The National Coal Board
want to shut the pit, but the
men are fighting back.

They have won the support

of other pits in Yorkshire and
the delegate council of the

Yorkshire Area NUM- has o=
decided to take industrial -

action if necessary throughout
the coalfield to keep the pit
open.

Neil O'Connell, NUM
branch secretary at
Rockingham, explains: “There
are reserves left here which we
intend to work. They amount
to eight million tons which, at

 present rates of extraction,

would last about I8 years.

Refused

‘We asked the Coal Board
12 months ago to make ex-

ploratory borings to test the

reserves, but they refused. 1
understand that they've now
succumed to union pressure,
but we want our engineer to
say where the borings should
be taken.

‘Wedon't want them to bore
where they know they won’t

find anything.’
Roy Grisf who works
underground transporting

supplies to the face, says: “The
feelings of the men here is dead
solid. If there’s no coal left
then fair enough, but there is.

‘Some of the conditions are
pretty rough, but that’s due to
bad planning on the part of
management.

Productivity deal equals more closures

THE AIM of the government
and the Coal Board is to
concentrate production in the
next 20 years in a handful of
new superpits such as Selby a
and the Vale of Belvoir.

Rockingham has become a
test case of their ability to
close other pits.

Last year they managed to
kill resisitance to the closure of
Langwith Colliery in Der-
‘hyshire with the help of NUM
national officials Joe
Gormley, Lawrence Daly and
even Michael McGahey. This
makes the struggle at
Rockingham vital for all
miners.

Ten years ago, under the
last Labour government, pits
were being shut at the rate of
three every fortnight. At that
time the miners were

*You can make a pit un-
economical by not putting
new gear in so you don't get
the coal out. And that’s what
the t Coal Board’s been doing

here. We're transporting
tackle in there that other pits
would condemn.’

Roy Garner, Roy Grist’s
workmate, agrees: “There’s no
planning at this pit, They're
running it down dehberatelv
because they want to shut it.’

demoralised and their power
s¢emed broken.

Then came massive unof-
ficial s strikes in 1969 and
1970. to he followed by the
great natiomal strikes of lyl
and 1974.

The closure programme

Underground development
worker David Mollard adds:
*Half the time we're doing
nothing. Development work is
always being held up because
we're “amng for supplies all
the time.

So wht is the real reason for
the)NCB wanting to shut the
pit’

Ken Vicars, the branch
delegate, points out: ‘They're
just wanting to use men as

came to an end. Workers
were confident in the fight for
wages. and would not allow
the pifs to close.

Now the Coal Board is out
to weaken that confidence.

The main weapon the Coal
Board want to use in pushing

PROTEST NOW!

O LOBBY: Thursday 13 October, 9am-onwards, NUM
headquarters, Euston Road, London, NW1 (next to

Euston Square tube).

[] THE COLLIER Supporters’ Conference: Stop tie
productivity betrayals! Fight for £135 a week from 1
November. Saturday 15 October, 11am-4pm, Co-op Hall,
Spring Gardens, Doncaster. Open to all NUM members.

If you need overnight accommodation write im-
mediately to: The Collier, 38 Abbey Lane, Cundy Cross,

Barnsley, South Yorks.

Above and
left: Miners
at the pit last
week -

-

fodder for other pits.

“They only want experienc-
ed men, you see. And this is a
good workforce here. They've
had to work in rough seams,
so they've learned all the skills
of the job.’

"But how can there be a
shortage of manpower in the
industry when the level of
unemployment is so very high?

David Mollard: ‘They
blame the man-power Shor-

through their closure
programme is the productivity
deal. This would destroy the
national wage rate, erode the
level of real wages and smash
the unity that has developed
among the rank and file.

A productivity bonus
scheme would atfract men
from low productivity pits to
those such as Selby, where
they would be offered the top
rates. This would almost
certainly Kkill the will to fight
for the survival of pits like
Rockingham.

Right-wing

The national executive of
the union, comprised almost
entirely of full-time officials
and with a right-wing majori-
ty. is falling for the deal hook,
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tage on early retirement. But
the knew it was coming. They
just didn’t take on nay new
labour.’

_Neil O’Connell: “We've lost
240 men at Rockingham in the
past 12 months and they’ve
not been replaced. There’s just
1.000 left.

*The Coal Board doesn’t
want to take on any green
labour. There are no jobs for
the young school-leavers
because they’re not prepared
to train them up. They’re only
advertising for experienced
men to re-enter the industry.
They've let the training
scheme at Barnsley run down
for years.’

Albert Grant: ‘It ‘takes six

line and sinker.

It is, after all, in Joe
Giormley’s interest to abolish
the annual wages claim that
puts him in the spotlight and
endangers the friendly
relationship he enjoys with
government ministers, Coal
Board executives and other
businessmen.

The union executjve meets
next Thursday to decide
whether to recommend the
productivity deal to the
membership. Several areas of
the NUM are sending branch
and lodge officials to lobby the
meeting.

The Collier, the rank and

file miners’ paper, is issuing .

thousands of leaflets this week
calling for a massive lobby by
rank and file working miners
and not just branch officials.

......

months to train a man proper-
ly for underground work
today and a man needs af least
three to four years un-
derground experience before
he can go on the face. The
NCB doesn’t want to>train
them up

Albert isn’t so sure that
there are many youngsters
who really want to work down
the pit anyway: ‘With all the
publicity over the past couple
of years about
pheumoconiosis these Kkids
aren’t fooled any more. They
know about the dust. The
more machines there are the
more dust there is. They know
they're going to be old men at
40.

What about the social con-
sequences of shutting the pit?

Neil O’'Connell again: ‘I
live in a village where the pit
closed down 12 years ago. |
know what happens.

‘First the public transport
goes, then the local Co-op
shuts. And so it goes on untul
the -community dies. They'd
like to set up a system where
we're all industrial gypsies.

*A couple of years ago I was
at a. safety compettion at
Grimethorpe and a deputy
manager was talking to me
about Selby. ‘Wouldn't you
like to work there? he said. ‘I
would," I said, “but would the
Coal Board find a house there
for my mother-in-law who
lives next door but one to me?”

“They  destroy  families,
that's what they do.

‘There’s a lot more pits
they'll go for when Selby gets
going. We're not the only
ones. We're just the tip of the
iceberg.’

REPORT BY BILL MESSAGE PICTURES BY JOHN STURROCK (Report)
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Football
hooligan?
It's a

copper's
lie

I WAS standing with a

friend at the recent
Dundee-Stirling Albion
game, the first football
match I'd been to iIn
years. |

My friend, Larry, was
wearing a Dundee scarf and,
because we were standing in
a crowd of rival supporters,
the police told him to move
on. He refused as he wasn’t
causing trouble and had paid
70p to stand where he liked.

To our surprise, he was
ejected from the ground. I
asked the constable respon
sible why. o

He told me it was none of
my business and then asked
if 1 was with him. I said 1
was, so he grabbed my arm
and shoved me out of the
gate.

I couldn’t help but lose my |

temper. He swore at me and
[ swore back. ;

He called another con-
stable. They dragged me
back through the football
ground to an office, where
they charged me with a
breach of the peace.

I was taken to the local
cells and told I would be
staying there all weekend.
Christ! All for speaking up
for myself.

On Monday, a lawyer told
me | had been charged with
shouting and swearing, and
threatening violence.

I said that to get it all over
with I'd plead guilty to
shouting and swearing but
not to threatening violence.

In court, the prosecution
read the policeman’s report:
‘William Perrie was with a
crowd of 15 youths, throw-
ing bricks at groups of rival
supporters. :

‘He was told repeatedly to
quieten down but refused
and when approached ran
off. ;

‘When caught, he resisted
arrest and was under the
influence of alchohol’ (I was

THE FIGHT
AGAINST THE
RACISTS

The Nazional Front
and how to smash

it

A SOCIALIST WORKER
PAMPHLET

10p, plus 7p postage
(more than 5 copies,
postage 3p each)

From SW Distributors,
6 Cottons Gardens,
Londan E2

--------
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CHARTER

IDEAS by themselves
cannot change society.

This we showed last
week, was one of the
first conclusions arriv-
ed at by Karl Marx.

Like a number of
thinkers before- him, he
insisted that to unders-
tand society you had to
see human beings as part
of the material world.

Their behaviour was
determined by material
forces, just as the
behaviour of any other
natural object was. The
study of humanity was
part of the scientific study

of the natural world.
Thinkers with such
views were called
materialists. And Marx
was proud to be included
among their number. But
he criticised other
materialists for their
crude ‘mechanical’ inter-
pretation of society.

Greedy

One very widespread,
non-Marxist,  materialist
view holds that human
beings are animals, who
behave ‘naturally’ in certain
ways. Just as it is the nature
of wolves to Kkill or in the
nature of sheep to be placid,

so it is in the nature of men to
be aggressive, domineering,
competitive and greedy
(and, it is implied, of women
to. be meek, submissive,
deferential and passive).

A recent formulation of
this view is to be found in the
best selling book, The Naked
Ape.

The conclusions that are
drawn from such arguments
are almost invariably reac-
tionary. If men are naturally

‘aggressive, it is said, then

there is no point in trying to
improve society. Things will
always turn out the same.
Revolutions will ‘always
fail’. g

But ‘"Human nature’ does
in fact vary from society to
socrety.

For instance, com-
petitiveness, which is taken
for granted in our society,
hardly existed in many
previous societies. When
scientists first tried to give
Sioux Indians IQ tests, they
found that the Indians just
could not understand why
they should not help each
other to do the answers. The
society they lived in stressed
co-operation, not competi-
tion.

Wipe out

The same with
aggressivensss. When Es-
kimos first met Europeans,
they could not make any
sense whatsoever of the
notion of ‘war’. The idea of

PAPER FOR RANK AND FILE MOTOR AND ENG.INEERING WORKERS
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The cover from the latest issue of Engineers’ Charter, a commemorative
edition on the retirement of AUEW president Hugh Scanlon. Copies 5p plus
7p postage from Engineers’ Charter, 265a Seven Sisters Road, London, N4.

The living and the dead

sober). z

The magistrate said: ‘I've
no time for football idiots
like you. Fined £75.

So a weekend in the cells
and a £75 fine because of the
lies of a copper.

BILL PERRIE

BOB GILFELLON is a Blyth
electrician. For years, he's
had a running battle with
the police.

But all his complaints to
the Northumbria Con-
stabulary were brushed
aside. Indeed, they only
served to increase the
aggro. —

In desperation, Bob
decided to make a per-
sonal appeal to Mr Stanley
Bailey, the Chief Con-
stable. Repeated
telephone calls each time
elicited the reply that Mr
Bailey was in conference,
on holiday or out,.

So Bob hit upon the
stratagem of ‘phoning up
under an assumed
name—that of Sir
Nicholas Garrow. Im-
mediately, his call was put
through.

This may seem
somewhat strange, since

Sir Nicholas Garrow was a
Labour lawyer who died
about four years ago.
Apparently, the Chief
Constable is prepared to
talk to the dead but not to
the living, especially if they
have complaints against
members of his Force.
RAY CHALLINOR

THE Liberation Forces in
Rhodesia have received a
tremendous boost. A new
record reached number
one in the white
Rhodesian hit parade.
This pasterpiece, a
trumpet and vocal remake
of the humn Amazing
Grace, is by Eddie Calvert
of ‘'Oh Mein Papa’ fame
and an obscure British

newsagent.

Their great new hit has
been renamed Amazing
Race with words tailored
to fit.

The record is so bad that
black guerrillas are
obtaining copies so they
can lay on mass laugh-i
in their camps.

ARE THERE any car
spotters among SW
readers?

I've just taken up the
hobby and think you
should give us
autonumerologists - a
column every week.

Just to start it off, |
spotted the following
cars ferrying scabs into
Grunwick’s back en-

trance: MY 71J
TMP 12 F
HLW 329 N
LLT 276 P
- KYO 34 D
WMD 782M

Should you spot any of
these cars in your travels
it is essential that you
keep your hands on the
wheel and your lips tight-
ly shut.

Gestures (rude or
otherwise) while driving
are dangerous while ex-
pressions of outrage are
illegal..

CHARLIE ADDMAN

Daughters
of the

Crossed
Cheque

I'M A WORRIED man. I'm
one of those selfish and
greedy socialists you're
always reading about in the

press. Which is why I am a

regular blood donor.

I hold the Blood Donors’
Silver Award and am glad
that Sir Sir Keith Joseph, the
NAFF and the rest have not
succeeded in restoring the
free market in human blood
that is one of the dis-
tinguishing features of
private enterprise medicine.

The reason I'm a worried

man is this. While these

parasites can jump hospital
queues by waving their
cheque books, where do the
blood supplies come from
for their ‘private’
operations?

Do these people get my
blood from the National
Blood Banks and once again
parasite off the National
Health Service?

If so, these people aren’t
only jumping the queue but
milking the Health Service.
Near where | live, a whole
hospital has gone over to
helping the queue-jumpers

It's the St Anthony's
Hospital in Cheam, run by
nuns from the Order of the
Daughters of the Cross.

A large number of beds
used to be reserved for
National Health Service
patients and large amounts
of NHS money have been
pumped into the place.

The hospital has been

rebuilt and is nice and
modern. But now it’s a pay-
as-you-enter operation, tak-
ing in ririch people and
Dutch health service
patients whose bills are paid
by the Dutch government.

The Dutch government
still feels it is important to
give working class people
heart surgery as soon as
possible. '

If we put an end to the
scandalous two-sector
system of medicine in this
country, they could still be
accommodated.

And the Daughters of the
Cross would not have to be
renamed the Daughters of
the Crossed Cheque.

OSSIE LEWIS

PORTRAIT OF A POLICEMA

Policeman, kicking their way through crowds
Who have 1o riot—in self-defence,

They claw desperately,
At the tall dominating police

Who look down on them disdainfully,
Smirking, with a feeling of superiority
Riding their tall proud beasts,

They kick their way through

Viciously, maliciously, killing

Saying all the while
That it is for Peace :
But really—

It was they who started this fight ‘

Knowing that inevitably they would be the

victors

Laughing as individuals fall back

Dead, into the crowds -
Giggling as families crouch over the bodies

Of their loved ones.

He joined the Police, one of this crowd,
And they made him this.

They have turned him into a policeman,

A cold, hard, unfeeling, classical policeman

A policeman.

FRANKIE POTTER, aged 11

| | Human nature,isit?

one group of people trying to
wipe out another group of
people seemed to them
crazy.

In our society it is regard-
ed as ‘natural’ that parents
should love and protect their
children. Yet in the ancient
Greek city of Sparta it was
regarded as ‘natural’ to leave
infants out in the mountains
to see if they could survive
the cold.

‘Unchanging human
nature’ theories provide no
explanation for the great
events of  history. The
pyramids of Egypt, the
splendours of ancient
Greece, the empires of Rome
or the Incas, the modern
industrial city, are all reduc-
ed to the same dismal level as
the illiterate peasants who
lived in the mud hovels of the
dark ages.

All that matters is the
‘naked ape’ - not the magnifi-
cent civilisations the ape has
built, It is irrelevant that
some forms of society
succeed in feeding the ‘apes’,
while others leave millions to
starve to death.

Changed

No wonder many people
turn instead to a different
materialist theory, that
stresses the way in which it is
possible to change human
behaviour.

Just as animals can be
trained to behave differently
in a circus to a jungle, so, say
the supporters of this view,
human behaviour can be
similarly changed.

If only the right people got
control of society, it is said,
then ‘human nature' could
be transformed.

This view is certainly a great
step forward from the ‘naked
ape’. But as an explanation
of how society as a whole can
be changed it fails

If everyone 1s completely
conditioned by present-day
society, how can anyone ever
rise above society and see
how to change the con-
ditioning mechanisms? Is
there some God-ordained
minority that is magically
immune to the pressures that
dominate everyone else? If
we are all animals in the
circus, who can be the lion
tamer?

Behave

As Marx pointed out, ‘this
doctrine necessarily ends by
dividing society into two
parts, one of which is
superior to society’.

And, what is more, it is
often quite reactionary. One
of the best known adherents
of the view today is a right
wing American psychologist
called Skinner. He wants to
condition people to behave
in certain ways. But since he
himself is a product of
American capitalist society,
his ‘conditioning’ merely
means trying to make people
conform to that society.

The approach pioneered
by Marx is quite different.
The aim is not to find out
how a small minority can
manipulate the rest of socie-
ty, but rather to discover the

- circumstances under which

the majority of people begin
to change their own con-

ditions and their own
behaviour.
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THE PENANG High
Court in Malaysia has
just sentenced to death
a boy aged thirteen at
the time of his arrest for
carrying a weapon and
live ammunition.

The case comes un-
der the notorious Es-
sential (Security Cases)
Regulations of October
1975, passed after the
great popular agitation
of 1974 and the bom-
bing of Kuala Lumpur
police headquarters.

The regulations, for
the first time in Malay-
sian law, presume in
cases certified .as
‘security’, the guilt of
the accused, remove
the right of a jury, and
end all discretion by
judges (all found guilty
must receive the max-
imum penalty).

Malaysia, supposedly
the ‘most stable
democracy  in' Asia’,
according to the Lon-
don Times in this
measure ‘abandons all
the basic principles of
law when dealing with
(security) cases’.

THAILAND

THE PLIGHT of political
prisoners in Thailand,
one year after the Fascist
military coup of October
6, is not a happy one.

Hundreds still remain
in prison, some in ‘tiger
cages) 3 feet by 3 feet

Food is usually bad,
with grit in the rice, and
large and regular bribes
are required for each
meal. Some prisoners
are ‘kept in ‘tiger cages’
in twilight, only being let
out into the sunshine
once a month.

Their captors regularly
abuse them, urinating
over the male prisoners
and raping the female
prisnoners. -

One prisoner was
wounded by bullets in
the mouth during the
police massacre iIn
Cotober 1976. A year
later he still has not
received proper medical
treatment and his lower
jaw is rotting.

Some prisoners have
been hung in their cells
and others face the
death sentence in
military courts without
defence lawyers.

The Communist Party
has launched all out war
with the military rulers
but doesn’t seem to have
learnt lessons from other
countries and is calling
for a united front of all
‘progressive forces’, in-
cluding local capitalists.

BRAZIL

MORE THAN a thou-
sand poeple were
arrested when military
police attacked a gigan-
tic demonstration at
Sao Paolo’s Catholic
University in Brazil.

The demonstration
was one of the largest
so far in the growing
campaign for a restora-
tion of electiops and the
National Students Un-
ion

Since the trade un-
ijons are moving into
action could be a united
movement to throw out
the military.

Jubilant sup

THREE NIGHTS of fascist
terrorism culminated in the
murder of Walter Rossi, last
Friday.
~ On Wednesday night Paola
Carnigiani and Nazereno Brusca
were sitting with a group of friends
outside an underground station
when a masked youth walked up,
pulled out a pistol and aimed into

are also cele rating on captured Derg tanks?

~

ITALY: Strike called
against fascists

By Ben Christon in Rome

the group.

Paolo was shot in the groin, the bullet
caused a dangerous haemorrage which the
doctors succeeded in stopping with some
difficulty. Nazereno was wounded in the
foot.

Thursday night in Piazza Igea Elena Pac-
cinelli, was gravely wounded when three fascists

orters of the liberation movement in Eritrea ride on a tank captured from the Ethiopian forces. How long will it be before workers in Addls Ababa

ETHIOPIA: Derg

struggles 1o
hold power

THE ETHIOPIAN  successful.

military  dictatorship,
the Derg, seems on the
verge of collapse. Its
armies have been

switched

In a desperate attempt to
retain power,

American gamp to Russia

.

"‘v"l
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pulled up in a car, fired and sped off.

These were the most grave attacks in a lonj
list of beatings and assaults on left wing offices
The most grave, that is, until Friday night.

Walter Rossi, a member of the revolutionan
socialist group Lotta Continua had gone
demonstrate outside the local fascist den n
Viale delle Medaglie d’Oro, from where most o
the attack emanated.

A group of 15 to 20 fascists were outside ths
building along with the police in a personne
carrier which- slowly moved down the roas
towards the group of demonstrators 150 yeard

away. ,

The fascists followes

behind. As the police vas

approached the fascists ras
forward in front of it and :
tall blond youth pulled out :
large calibre pistol, knel
down, took aim and Kkille

Walter Rossi with a shot u

the neck. He also woundex

a 68-year-old petrol pumyj

attendant working nearby.

Only an hour later did ths
police see fit to take am

action - against the fascists

going into their den am
arresting 15. But of cours

by this time there was m«

tracce of the assassins.

Tear gas

That evening, as the news
was spread by the
revolutionary radio stations.
around 3,000 comrades
%dthered and marched to the

scist building.

By now it was heawi
protected by police whs
started firing tear gas.

Saturday morning stnke
were called in mast school
m Rome and other citics an

jomm ot B\thccnddm
march. there were 20.008

In other hakan oitie
demonstrations were held oo
Saturday and a2 one-how
general strike was called b
the trade unions in Rome on
Monday.

These acts of terrorsm b
fascists conducted with 28
complicity of the police haw
been well orchestrated ane
obviously have the suppor
of the Christian Democra
Government.

Excuse

They are an atiempt &
provoke the student move
ment into using guns, givin
the government A
scapegoat it so desperarel
needs.

It i1s an attempt oh the par
of the government to repea
the events of March whes

_the University was occupiec
and subsequently closed anc
when armed provocateur
gave the excuse for the
banning of demonstrations

the Derg
from the

1o defeat the aims of the

~ An Eritrean lzberatmn ﬂther waiting for the Elhoptan forces to make another anempt to
dominate the Eritreans in his area.

funds for the armed

SOUTHERN AFRICA SOLIDARITY TOUR

Between 1 October

Film: ‘All We want is

*Monday 10 October:

decisively defeated in
battles with - Somali
forces in the South East
of the country and with
Eritrian liberation
forces in the North East
of the country.

Reports indicate that
civilian demonstrations for
the end of the Derg have
been taking place in the
streets of the Ethiopian
capital, Addis Ababa.

Much of the Western
press claims that the Derg

and Cuba for arms and
‘technicians’.

Now, however, it has
been trying to get friendly
with the Americans again,
although it 1s still receiving
large supplies of Russian
arms.

REVOLUTION

government and the fascis
bootboys the movemen
must spread the struggle inte
the factories instead of resor
ting to the blind alley o
armed retaliation. The one
hour strike is a start.

and 12 November the  struggle in Zimbabwe Freedom’ plus DERBY Is @ ‘Marxist’ government.

Southern. Africa and for the youth of speakers. , But its main opponent in d . ?y tLEC')l\fI- TRO,-TSKY
Solidarity Campaign  Soweto. Wednesday 12 Oc- Addis Ababa is the Marx- N AT ?1 SKy s Tinest dltf:fv
has organised a tour of Thursday 6 October: tober: ist, ? Ethiopian achievement and the mos
the major towns in READING YORK Revolutionary Peoples authoritative,

Britain, with speakers
from Zimbabwe and
Soweto, films and ex-
hibitions.

We aim to win sup-
port of the freedom
fighters in Zimbabwe,
and for those in the
struggle throughout
Southern Africa, Zim-
babwe, and to raise

Wednesday 5 October
SOUTHAMPTON

12.00 Southampton
University: Film ‘Last
Grave at Dimbaza’,
4.00 Eastleigh
Technical College:
Film and speakers,
8.00 West Indian
Association Club:

1.00 Reading Univer-
sity: Speaker and
films, 9.00 Trade Un-
ion Club: Speaker and
films

Friday 7 October:
BRISTOL

Saturday 8 October:
GLOUCESTER

0 You can order
leaflets for the tour
(£1.00 per 100) and
further information
from: SASC, 21
Mayall Road, London,
SE24.

~ demonstrations

Party (EPRP) and the trade
union movement that
overthrew the Derg's
predecessor, the emperor
Haile Selase.

The Derg tried earlier in
the year to wipe out this
working class opposition
through the murder of
hundreds of worker
militants. But the street
indicate

that it has not been

Russnan Revolution ever

impassioned and superbl

ritten account of the
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- The following Trade union activists call
G R R TR TR B s S R N AR SRR S A ST
for support for the November 26th Rank
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& File Delegate Conference

Y N R T R R R Y R R R R R R TV TRy RN Nrmeyr=

Bill Armstrong EETPU BSC Coke Ovens, Scunthorpe
Gordon Allen AUEW Shop Steward Solihay Transmissions

Bill Beer Dep Chairman SSC Borg Warner

Peter Bain TGWU Senior SS Chrysler Linwood

Janet Bradshaw EIS National Council

Tim Burrows AUEW SS Jonas Woodheads, Sheffield

Len Blood Senior AUEW SS Greenings/Warrington District
Cttee

Sadi Blood NUPE SS/St Helens District Cttee :

Harry Blair Secretary Jt Office Cttee AUEW (TASS) C A
Parsons

Eddie Bassant Secretary Enfield FBU

Willie Bennett TGWU Convenor India Tyres, Glasgow

Stan Bishop Secretary Brent NUPE

Yolanda Bystrom TGWU SS Thorns, Enfield

Mick Brighman Manchester AUEW District Committee

Ron Cooper Senior SS Priestman’s Boilermakers, Hull
John Counsins. NUPE Convenor St Georges Hospital
John Chapman EETPU Senior SS British Steel, Consett
Bill Connors UPW Eastern District Office

Steve Cherry Chairman ASTMS Norwich 246 Branch

Ron Drysdale EETPU SS Chrysler Linwood
Dennis English GMWU SS Wandsworth Borough Council

Lino Fusco NUPE Branch Secretary Prince of Wales Hospital

Dave Fews GMWU Convenor Phonodisc, Tottenham/Marty
Fletcher qtgwu Branch Secretary 6/679

Jim Fitzpatrick FBU. Secretary Battersea

Terry Farrer tSecretary Battersea

Terry Farrer Secretary Metal Box Combine Committee

Micky Fenn NASDU Royal Group Docks SSC

Frank Garraty SOGAT FOC Simplicity Patterns Blantyre

lan Gidley NUPE SS Glasgow Hospitals

Linda Gordon USDAW SS British Home Stores, Hull

Arthur Griffiths NSMM Warrington Branch Secretary

George Gallagher AUEW Sub Convenor McDonalds Tools,
East Kilbride ,

Irene McGeachie SS BSR, East Kilbride

Kenny Gormal Convenor Anderson Strathclyde JSSC
Glasgow

lan Gibson Secretary Norwich Trades Council

Dave Gallard Convenor Herbert Controls Letchworth

Shirley Ginever Secretary NUPE Manchester Local
Government District Committee

Bill Geddes Chairman Hammersmith JSSC, NUPE London
Divisional Council

Fred Green TGWU SS Shell-Carrington

Peter Harris Secretary Keith Blackmans JSSC Tottenham

Ron Hale Secretary Milton Keynes UPW

Clive Hartley AUEW Convenor Balfour Darwin, Fitzwilliam
Works, Sheffield

Les Hoestler AUEW Convenor SS Whites of Bletchley

Gerry Hobin AUEW Convenor Kearns Richards Manchester

Frank Henderson Dep Senior SS Leyland LongbridgeJohn

John Hindmarsh Chairman SSC Nightshift Hardy Spicer

GKN Birmingham

John Hill NUPE SS Stepping Hill Hospital

Barry Johnson AUEW SS Hawthorn Leslie Marine
Engineering Newcastle

John Keenan Senior AUEW SS Rolls Royce, East Kilbride

George Kelly EETPU Convenor Glasgow District Council
Electricians Workshops

John Kay GMWU Convenor Anderson Strathclyde,
Glasgow

Stan Kukalowicz Secretary Manchester NUPE Housing
Branch

George Lennox EETPU Convenor Pye Telecomms Airdrie
Martin Larkham Secretary USDAW London Coop

Mary Larkin NUPE SS Selly Oak Hospital

Ron Lowe NUSMW SS Boucher & Giles

Willie Lee AUEW Ss Chrysler Linwood

Bob Light Vice-Chairman Royal Group Docks SSC

lan Morris Secretary British Airways European Division
JSSC

Draws-Metwan TEWU SS Cheysler Liawood
Drew McEwan TGWU SS Chrysler Linwood

- Angela McHugh AUEW Sub Convenor Rawlplug, Glasgow

Dave Morgan TGWU SS Heron Shaw Steels

Ron Menzies MATSA (GMWAU) Brentwood District
Convenor

Martin Murphy Senior AUEW SS Jacobs Manufacturing
Company, Sheffield

Alisdair McSween UCATT Kirk & Kirk Brixton

Doug Murdoch CPSA DHSS Asst Secretary

Davy McRoberts EETPU SS Gartnavel Hospital Glasgow

Harry Malloy EETPU Convenor Barr & Strouds, Glasgow

W McRoberts EETPU SS Reyrolle Belmos, Blantyre

- Joe McKenzie NUPE Convenor Royal Northern Hospital,

London
John MclLintoch Convenor McDonalds Tools, East Kilbride

Dick North NUT Executive Committee

Tony O'Farrell Boilermakers Convenor Jonas Woodheads,
Sheffield ‘

Frank Osel-tutu UPW Branch Secretary Western District
Office, London

Asastair O'Riordan SS/Sec TGWU 6/708 Branch

Bob ggrnsh NASDU Sec National Ports SSC/Hull Docks
C

Ricky Pearce Vice-Chairman National Ports SSC/Chairman
Southampton Docks SSC

Chris Piggott ASTMS Chairman Smiths Cricklewood

Dave Percival UPW Secretary Croydon

Geoff Platt-Sec TGWU Manchester Waterworks Branch

Ross Pritchard FOC NGA Metal Box Tottenham

Sandra Peers Sec Croydon Trades Council

Steve Page TGWU SS Bakelite, Birmingham

Tony Priest Senior SS/Chairman North Works SSC Leyland

Longbridge
Peter Porteus EETPU Works Cttee Yarrow Shipbuilders,
Glasgow b

Jimmy Ross EIS National Council

Chris Reddy FOC Reuters NATSOPA Clerical Chapel

Terry Rogers Chairman Jt Office Cttee AUEW/TASS C A
Parsons, Newcastle

Ann Robertson, ASTMS SS/Sec North Manchester
General Hospital JSSC

Rob Skinkis CPSA DHSS N W Manchester Regional Sec
Jim Shepherd URTU Senior SS Wilsons Brewery
Manchester
A G Seaman Chairman Norwich ASTMS 797
Jack Sheldon Senior AUEW SS Leyland T&T Plant Toolroom
ng .
Martin Shanahan Convenor Cubitts Sheligrove Rd Site,

Hackney
Penny Simmons ASTMS SS/Diwvisional
Council /Manchester Trades Council Exec

John Todd TGWU Chairman Glasgow Insulators Branch,
Health Cttee

Don Trudell Sec Hendon ASTMS

Kathy Tait AUEW SS Landys & Gyr, Acton

Ray Tysall Senior AUEW SS Delta Wire, Birmingham

Mike Taylor UCATT District Convenor, S W London

Peter Tolchard AUEW Works Convenor Vickers Scotswood,
Newcastle-U-Tyne

Ken Ternent Vice Chairman Newcastle Trades Council

Kathy Thompson TGWU Convenor Barr & Strouds, Glasgow

Denise Taylor NUPE SS North Manchester General Hospital

Steve Taylor AUEW SS/Sec CPO Plant SSC Massey-
Ferguson, Manchester

Billy Williams EETPU Cardiff '

Barnie Whelan Branch Chairman Monkiands District
Council NALGO

Dave Waller NGA Dep FOC Soman Wherry Press. Norwich

Trevor Walker Sec TGWU Epsom Hospital

Mike Waller Sec NALGO Lambeth

Jeremy Weinstein Sec Dep Reps Wandsworth NALGO

Steve Wanack TGWU SS Sheffield Buses

Frank Wilson Chairman TGWU 6/91 Ribble Buses Preston

Glyn Woods AUEW Convenor BCC Wembley

RANK AND FILE
DELEGATE CONFERENCE

Saturday 26 November, 11.30am, New Century Hall,
Corporation Street, Manchester -
[J Smash the 12-month rule—£15 a week minimum pay rises now.
0 For the right to work—no productivity deal
O For rank and file unity—against racialism
L] For a Rank and File Movement.
Delegates invited from all trade union bodies. Credentials 50p from
Rank and File Centre, 265a Seven Sisters Road, London N4.

RANK AND

FILE DIARY

For the

children

Ron Hamer works full-time

| TAKE ATRIP TO
DISCOVER

THEY TELL a

almost perfectly
Prime  Minist
relationship to t

base he needed f

Callaghan, the st
about during electi
Brooks.

They pass the Cou
properties owned by
colleague Julian Hodge
At election times H
akin to Sir Eric Miller’s
huge Labour Party post
hardings.

But sharp-eyed, qui
that this time somethin
Labour, Vote Callaghat

He turns to Brooks
there any posters up, J

Jack hesitates, then a
But the film they’re s
from Outer Space.’

£15 NOW! A new pamphlet from for the Splott Adventure

CALLING ALL RAILWAY
WORKERS! Urgent conference to
build a rank and file organisation on
the railways, weekend 15-16 Oc-
tober, Trades Club, Saville Mount (off
Chapeltown Road), Leeds 7. Satur-
day 11.30am prompt: The need for a
rank and file movement, building
local Railway Worker groups, the
national Railway Worker per.
Disco in evening. Sunday 10.gca)am-
2.30pm: Wage claims 1977, cuts
and the ite Paper, Railway
Worker programme, health and
safety. Accomodation can be arrang-
ed,” contact Rank and File Centre,
26%a Sevens Sisters Road, London
N4, in advance.

the NALGO Action Group. 5p each,
plus 75: postage (post free for orders
over 20). ‘£15 now!' stickers: 1p
each, 12p for sheet of 12. Available
now from NAG, 61b Farleigh Road,
London N16. *

MANCHESTER Chile.

Committee/Salford Trades
Council invite comrades to a CHILE
SOCIAL: Friday 14 October, 8pm,
Sogat Club, Great George Street,
Salford. Admission 40p.

PLATFORM meeting for all London
Transport workers: Sunday 9
October, 19.30 hours, Roebuck pub,
Tottenharh Court Road, London,
WC1 (Warren Street tube).

POLISH WORKERS DEFENCE

CAMPAIGN Bulletin No 3 out

now. 5p each plus postage, from
PWDC, 265a Seven Sisters Road,
London, N4.

COLLEGE RANK AND FILE
meeting: Why we need“a Special
Salaries Conference. Sunday 16
October, 7.30pm, The Plough,
Museum Street, London, WC1. ALL
NATFHE members welcome.

SHOP FLOOR, paper of rank and
file members of the Union of Shop
Distributive and Allied Workers. No
1 out now. Price 5p, but all donations
welcome. Obtainable from 265a
Seven Sisters Road, London. N4.
Make cheques and postal orders
payable to Shopfloor.

SOUTH WALES BENEFIT for the
Right to Work Marchers: Wednes-
day 12.October, 8pm to 1pm, the
Bierkeller, Aberavon Seafront, Port
Talbot. Alkatraz; plus Red Dog, plus
licensed bar and extension. Tickets
75p from Derrick’'s Records in Port
Talbot, Derrick’s Records and Picton
Music in Swansea, Paul Michael and
Falcon Music in Llanelli, and from
Right To Work Committees at 12
King St, Port Talbot, 149 Rhyddings
Terr, Swansea, and 46 Brynhyfryd,
Llangennech.

Playground (right). He's
begged, borrowed and
wheedled equipment from
steelworks, docks and other
workplaces to kit the
playground out. The club gets
the princely sum of £133 this
year for equipment.

“This doesn’t even cover
table teanis equipment) says
Ron. ‘Yet there are hundreds
of children who look to this

place for a bit of pleasure and

hope.

‘They're saying now that
this building and the old age
pensioners’ place should be
demolished.

Cuts in Cardiff are already

savage. The Housing Budget
has been cut back from £17
million to £8million at one go.

The price in human misery

is incalculable. As usual it is
the weak, the poor and
vulnerable who bear the
brunt.
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SO

story in Cardiff which

describes our beloved
James Callaghan’s

 town that gave him the

r success and fame.

y goes, is doing a quick drive

time with his associate Jack

y Cinema, one of several such
aghan’s close friend and business

ge, whose reputation in Wales is
n heaven, has his cinemas display

rs above his ‘Showing This Week’

¢-witted Jim Callaghan notices
1as gone wrong. There’s no ‘Vote
poster on the County.

nd asks anxiously: “Why aren’t
ok’

swers: ‘We wanted to do it, Jim.
wing this week is “The Monster

EVEN the most superficial
glance round Callaghan’s
constituency is an indica-
tion that places like 10
Downing Street, or the
Grand Hotel in Brighton,
from whose luxury

Callaghan and Company

*  manipulate this week’s

Labour Party conference,
really must be on finother
planet.

Callaghan’s Cardiff South
East constituency takes in a
number of places with promi-
nent . positions in the
goegraphy human misery,
Butetown, Adamsdown and,
most appalling of all, Splott

Each of these places is a
reminder of Labour’s total
failure to challenge poverty,
abolish unemployment and
squalour and human suffer-
Ing. |

Each i1s testimony of
Labour’s incorporation within
the system.

DECEIPT

Together they make the
conference hall rhetoric of the
left in Brighton an exercise
either in self-delusion or in
cynical deceit.

In recent times the

-bulldozers have moved into
Lower Splott, smashing the
houses and clearing away the
sources of a Prime Minister’s
embarrassment. But who can

workers

RIGHT: Fitters on the
Saturday morning shift at
East Mors steelworks, in the
heart of Callaghan country,
are first aid men. Their job is
to keep an antique steelworks
going by patching this and
mending that.

Peter Howe, one of those
fitters, doesn’t believe his job
is going to lase long.

‘GKN next door are doing
very nicely out of this feeling
of insecurity’, he says. ‘They're
paying 15p an hour less in
their Mini Mill. And that Mill
is tremendously profitable.’

believe that this is a change for
the better when everywhere
hospitals are being cut back,
new houses are already slums
and new Splotts are on the
way up. ,

What the clearances in
Splott have done is expose for
all to see the hulk of the East
Moérs steelworks, a place
where amid the poverty of
Splott millions of pounds were
made, a place which today is a
sort of tribute to British
capitalism and Labour’s sad
attempts to change it from
within.

» East Moors is due to close
by 1981. Nobody believes it
will last that long.

Indeed as Jim Callaghan
was posing for the press on his
skateboard in Brighton last

.

weekend, part of the plant was
shut down and.53 more jobs
were axed. RS

East Moors used to belong
to GKN. Throughout the
immediate post-war years,
when there was no Japanese or
German = competition, the
directors of GKN milked the
place dry for profit. Not a
penny was spent on capital
investment and East Moors
was allowed to rot.

SUBJECT

When it was finally on its
knees the Labour government
kindly nationalised it, kept the
unprofitable bit and let GKN
have back on knock-down
terms the sections that made
real money.

In January 1973, when the
Tories were in power, James
Callaghan made a moving
House of Commons speech on
the subject of the impending
closure. In that
Callaghan pronounced
himself shocked that there wis
5.9 per cent male unemploy-
ment in Cardiff.

If he was shocked then, he
must be in a terrible state now.
For according information
computed from the 1971
census reports and recently

‘published by the Upper Afan

Community Development

project, unemployment in

some of those inner city wards,

right in the heart of James

Callaghan’s constituency, was

up at the 20 per cent mark.
That was 1971.

speech’

---------

~

LEFT: This is Billybanks, a
new housing estate in Penarth
which used to be in Sunny
Jim’s constituency. It’s been
moved out via redrawn
boundaries. Jim Callaghan is
suitably grateful.

For Billybanks is a classic
example of the new slums
Labour has thrown up in the
belief that tit was solving the
housing problem. ~—

Now all its tenants are
having to be moved out.
Defective construction
materials have been
discovered. The prize-winning
houses are falling apart before
they are ten years old.

God alone knows what it
must be now, after the lying
promises of ‘Back to Work
with Labour’ gave way to 14
million registered unemployed
and lower production levels
than during the Tory-imposed

three-day week.

THE ONLY

is on the
Estate.

Labour to fight Labour.

place where
the Labour Party shows
any signs of real life locally
Llanrumney
Here some or-
dinary people have joined

Elsewhere in Callaghan’s
constituency, the party is just a
dying shell which shudders
back into life for elections. At
those meetings which do take
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Looks fine
n’t it? Till
you realise
which ‘people’
he means...

o L

CALLAGHAN COUNTRY AND

place, choosing the candidate
takes up a good deal of time,
as does debate on who shall be
chosen for the honour of
opening the annual fete.

A few left-wing socialists in
thé area persist in the illusion
that going to ward meetings
and choosing candidates is
socialist activitiy,

SUPPORT

| wo years ago, at the height
of the move to get Reg
Prentice ousted as Labour MP
for Newham North East, in
London, some of them sent a
telegram of support to Pren-
tice’s opponents.

Callaghan pounced and
demanded a vote of con-
fidence. He did rather better
than the sick union general
secretary whose executive sent
him a ‘get well’ card by 13
votes to 12. But only just.

James  Callaghan, then
deputy leader of the Labour
Party, got his vote of con-
fidence - 20 votes to 10.

Which is a fair indication of
what Labour in Cardiff
means.

THE property men have
been having a field day in
Callaghan’s Cardiff. As
the magazine Rebecca and
The Cardiff Peoples Paper
have shown, a whole range
of stinking deals have been
made which have
benefitted only those who
are already rich.

There is the case of the
planning permission rushed
through in record time for a
British Rail office block
because of a pormise of jobs.

It turns out that this office
block isn’t owned by British
Rail at all. It’s owned by a
subsidiary of the stupendously
wealthy ITT.

_Even more incredible is the
deal with Debenhams for a
new store which the city
doesn’t need. In order to get
round the Labour
government’s own Communi-

ty Land Act, Debenhams have.

been given a 999-year lease on
a new store for payment of
only £500,000 as a premium.

The Battle of Hastings took
place just over 999 years
ago, which gives you some
idea of the time scale.

And so desperate are of-
ficials and councillors to get
the firm in the bag, that
Debenham’s rent on this

.........
.....

%

Callaghan in his Cardiff con-
stituency with bankers Julian
Hodge and David Rockefeller

superstore works out at £10s
week, less than ome of

Callaghan’s constitucats
would have to pay for a
council house.

In Cardiff this np-off was
effected with the assistance of
the Welsh Office, who granted
a dispensation from the Com-
munity Land Act.

In Swansea Labour coun-
cillors used even more absurd
methods to ingratiate
themsélves with Debenhams.
They met to sign a contract
selling the company a town
centre store just hours before
the Community Land Act
came into force.

These Labour councillors
have rushed into the arms of
the speculators and property
men whose only reason for
setting. up in Cardiff or
Swansea or anywhere is to
suck money and resources out
of the area.

URGENT

Their arrival and the vast
expenditures of capital that
will be undertaken to make
their stay as pleasant as
possible will only disrort the
local economies even further.

And as the celebrations of
the shop openings take place,
more hospitals will be closing
and more working-class
houses remotely near the town
centre will be knocked down.

THAT IS the end result of
working within the system.
That is the product of 50
years of burrowing away
seeking position and office.

In Callaghan country the
building of a fighting socialist
alternative is a matter of great
urgency. It is of incalculable
importance that people’s
desire for change, their belief
that things can be changed.
isn’t buried in the debris and
the heartache that Labour has
left behind.

Report by
LAURIE FLYNN.

Pictures by
PHIL McCOWEN
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Scotland

EDINBURGH District Socialist
Workers Party public meeting: The
Case for the Socialist Workers Party.
Speaker: Paul Foot. Chair: Tom Mc-
Donald (AUEW). Thursday 13 Oc-
tober, 7.30pm, Assembly Rooms,
George Street. :

CLYDEBANK Socialist Workers
Party disco: Friday 21 October, 8pm
to 1.30am, Pinetrees, Clydebank.
Employed 75p, unemployed 50p.

North East

DARLINGTON ROCK AGAINST
RACISM concert, due for this Friday,
has had to be postponed due to action
by the pub amanager. Another date
will be arranged, please watch for
details.

Yorkshire

HALIFAX Socialist Workers Party
m : The SWP and sexism.
Speaker: Geoff Robinson. Thursday
13 October, 7.30pm, Plummet Line,
Bull Green. For details of weekly
meetings, phone Halifax 67209.

HALIFAX Women's Voice meeting:
How we fight back. Tuesday 18
October, 7.38pm, Plummet Line, Bull
Green.

BRADFORD CENTRAL Socialist
Workers Party discussion meetings:
Thursdays 7.45pm, Textile Hall,
Westgate. Cassette tape recordings
followed by discussion.

13 October: Why Russia isn't
socialist. Speaker: Duncan Hallas.

PONTEFRACT ‘Womens  Voice
public meeting: Family life—who
rules? Speaker: David Wid19ery.
Thursday 20 October, 8pm, Town
Hall.

BRADFORD district

Front/police  attacks

Bradford.
Tickets from SWP members.

BRADFORD Socialist Workers Par-
ty jumble sale: Saturday 22 October,

11am, Textile Hall, Bradford.

BARNSLEY: Picket Enoch Powell
speaking at Institute of Management
meeting, Tuesday 11 October, 7pm,
outside Barnsley Tech College. Called

by Barnsley Socialist Workers Party.

North West

WITHINGTON Socialist Workers
Party discussion meetings: Sundays
8pm, The Albert, off Wilmslow Road,
Rusholme.

9 October: The trade unions and the

rank and file movement. Speaker: "

Steve Keeling.

16 October: Women and the family.
Speaker. Anne Robertson, 4

23 October: 'Is Russia socialist?
Speaker: John Boyd.

MANCHESTER Socialist Workers
Party Day- School: Saturday 22
October, 10.30am to 4.30pm, TU
Books, 260 Deansgate. All new
members around Manchester invited.
Sessions on: Why the working class?
Why the revolution? Why the party?
How to write—and print—a
leaflet/bulletin. Creche and butties
provided. Register with your area
secretary by 15 October.

BURNLEY Socialist Workers Party
_public meeting: Thursdays, 8pm, Old
Red Lion. All welcome. ;
13 October: Blame the bosses, not
the blacks!

Wales

CARDIFF Socialist Workers Party
discussions for members and sup-
porters: Every other Monday, SWP
Bookshop, 58 Bridge Street.

10 October: State capitalism.
Speaker: S Brooks.

24 October; Ireland. Speaker:
Julian Goss.

Informal meetings of BRIDGEND
Socialist OWrkers Party members
and supporters: Every Thursday,
8pm, Lounge bar of the West House,
Cefu Glas. All welcome.

SWANSEA Socialist Workers Party
sells the paper every Saturday,
11.30am to 1pm, in College Street.
Books, pamphlets and IS Journal also
on sale. Come alongd for a chat and
help us sell SW,

SWANSEA Socialist Workers Party
now meets on Thursday nights and
not Tuesdays. Next meeting: Regfbr)&l
Party Council pre-meeting.
members and supporters to attend.
Thursday 13 October, 7.30pm, zCen-
tral Library. -

Midlands

BIRMINGHAM Socialist Workers
Party/Workers League joint public
moetin?: Ireland—the fight against
British Imperialism. Speakers: Finbar
Dougherty and Seamus O’Kane, both
of the Irish Front. Wednesday 12
October, 7.30pm, Digbeth Civic Hall,
Digbeth High Street. -

Socialist
Workers Party anti-fascist defence
fund social: Tuesday 22 November,
Textile Hall, Bradford. Proceeds to aid"
defendants arrested after National
throughout
Featuring North West
Spanner, the Iguanas, and disco.

'Public meetings and events
organised by the Socialist
Workers’ Party and its fraternal
organisations.

[J Send notices, to reach us by first post Monday at,
the latest, to Whats On, Socialist Worker, Corbridge
Works, Corbridge Crescent, London, E2 9DS.

SUB/EDITOR with experience of design
: needed for Socialist Worker.
Experience in socialist politics needed. -
Apply in writing with full details of experience to the editor,
Socialist Worker, Corbridge Works, Corbridge Crescent,
London E2 9DS (phone 01-739 0185).

f

BLACK LIBERATION
weekend school
organised by Flame, black
workers’ paper of the SWP
*22-23 October, North
London Polytechnic,
Holloway Road, London N7
(Registration 50p, 11am
Saturday)

Sessions include: Black liberation and

revolutionary socialism, Black women
in = struggle, The  revolutionary
" socialist party. Special appearance by
RAPP. Speakers include Tony Bogues,
Jackie Bogues, Alock Biswas, Duncal
Hallas, Balwinder Singh. :
(] Details from FLAME, 6 Cottons
Gardens, London E2,

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

Socialist Workers Party = °

- weekend meeting
HEALTH AND SAFETY
AT WORK
15/16 October, in Leeds
Organised by the SWP
Science Group/Health
and Safety Group

Sessions on The Politics of health
and safety, The asbestos , The
drugs industry, Women, heaith and
work, Organising health and safety
in the rank and file movement,
Health and safety commuttees and

reps.

Starts 12 30pm, Saturday. Cost
£2.50 (£6 .50 with bed and
breakfast).

For further details and to register,
contact Derek Howl, 3 Granby
Grove, Leeds 6 (phone 0532-
789920).

[ All SWP districts please send at
least one member

IRELAND: THE FIGH
AGAINST BRITISH
IMPERIALISM
Speakers: Bernadette
McAliskey and Irish Front
representatives Finbar
Dougherty and Seamus
O'Kane
Socialist Workers Party
meeting, followed by social
Saturday 15 October,
7.30pm, Woodlands Hall,
Acton High Street, London,
W3 (Acton Town tube).

f

East Anglia

BECCLES, HALESWORTH and
LEISTON Socialist Workers Party
public meeting: The Crisis and the
socialist alternative. Speaker: Bob
Light (TGWU). Friday 7 October, 8pm,
Halesworth Labour Club.

South East

HIGH WYCOMBE Socialist Workers
Party public meeting: Why vyou
should be a socialist. Speaker: Paul
Foot. Wednesday 26 October, 8pm,
Guildhall, High Street.

CRAWLEY Socialist Workers Party
discussion meetings: Fortnightly on
Fridays, 8pm, Brewery Shades, star-
ting Friday 7 Ogtober.

HEMEL HEMPSTEAD. Picket the
Nazi National Front meeting and
mini-fuehrer Martin Webster. Tues-
day 11 October, 7pm, assemble The
Green, Leverstock Green, Hemel
Hempstead, for march to Westwick
Primary School. Called by Hemel
Trades Council, SWP, Anti-Racist
Committee.

London

BRENT Socialist Workers Party
public meetings: Fortnightly on
Wednesdays, 8pm, Willesden Junc-
tion Hotel. - :

19 October: Police—muggers in
blue or workers in uniform? Speaker:
Steve Forey (NUR).

Workers

OUTER EAST LONDON Socialist
Workers Party series of fortnightly
meetings: The Revolutionaries. Alter-
nate Fridays, 7.45pm, North East
London Polytechnic Greengate
Precinct, Greengate Street, Plaistow,

E13.

14 October; Lenin (1). Speaker:
Tony CIiff.

28 October: Lenin (2). Speaker:
Tony Cliff.
11 November: Trotsky. Speaker:
Chris Harman.

ISLINGTON COUNCIL WORKERS
Socialist Workers Party discussion
meetings: The Revolutionary versus
the Pariiamentary Road to Socialism.
Speaker: Steve Jefferys. Thursday 13
October, 6pm, Central Library,
Holloway . Road, London N7 (near
Highbury and Islington Tube).

SOUTH LONDON Socialist Worker
Youth Movement meets for weekly
informal discussion on Tuesday
evenings, 6.30pm, Right to Work
(SZtEarzn‘{e. 21 Mayall Road, London

HACKNEY SCHOOLS Socialist
Workers Party public meetings:
Mondays, 7.30pm, Centerprise

Bookshop, Kingsland High Street,.
London, E8

10 October: Is a gradual approach to
socialism ible?—the Communist
Parties of 3

17 October: The philosophy of
Marx. Speaker: Tony Chff

PLUMSTEAD Socialist Workers
Party/South East London Socialist
Youth Movement
meetingz: Speaker Pete Chambers
(SWYM organiser). Monday 17 Oc-
tober, 8pm, Thamesmead Information
Cerznre, Harrow Manor Way, London,
SE2.

SOUTHWARK
Socialist Workers Party public
meetings: Every Thursday, 5.30pm,
Right to Work Centre, Mayall Road,

13 October: The law and the police.
Speaker: Danny Phillips. :

27 October: The Family. Speaker:
Joan Smith.

BRENT Socialist Workers Party
autumn meetings: Wednesdays,
8pm, Willesden Junction Hotel.

19 October: Police—Muggers in
blue or workers in uniform? Speaker:
Steve Forey (NUR).

TOWER HAMLETS Socialist
Workers Party public meetings:
Alternate Wednesdays, 8pm, 19
Redmans Road, London, E1.

19 October: Slideshow on Ireland.

INNER EAST LONDON Socialist
Workers Party public meeting: Why
you should be a socialist—because it
works better. Friday 7 October,
7.30pm, Britannia pub, Mare Street.
All welcome.

SOUTH EAST LONDON Socialist
Workers Party industrial committee
meeting: Tuesday 11 October, 8pm,
West Greenwich House, Greenwich
High Road, London, SE10.

WANDSWORTH Women's Voice
open meeting: The Fight for Abortion
Rights. Plus new version of the play
Bouncing Back, with Pirate Jenny
theatre group. Thursday 13 October,
8pm, Wheatsheaf pub, Upper Tooting
Road (next to Tooting Bec tube).
Admission 25p, bring your friends.

SOUTHWARK Socialist Workers

Party discussion meetings: Thursd-

days, 8pm, 8pm, North Peckham Civic
Centre, Old Kent Road. -

6 October: Is pop music sexist?
Speaker: Rc Huddle (Rock Against
Racism).

13 October: Russia—Is it a workers’
state? Speaker: Geoff Day.

HAMMERSMITH Socialist Worker
Party discussion meetings: Alter-
nate Mondays, .30pm,
Hammersmith Town Hall, King Street,
London. W6.

10 October: The Rank and File
Movement, Speaker: Bernie Dunne.

SOUTHWARK" Socialist Workers
Party public meatir?: The fight
against the fascists. Speaker: Tony
CHff. Wednesday 19 October 8pm,
Manor Place Baths (off Walworth
Road). All welcome, in particular all
members and susgorters of
Southwark Teachers SWP.

. TEACKERS

.

OuterEastLondondistrict in association with
Socialist Worker MOVIES present

October&after

aseason of nine films showingmonthly
NE London Poly Greengate St
(Plaistow tube ) Season ticket only £2

bl L T TS
® 7o start the season:

® Lisenstein classic film of the
® Russian Revolution that
occurred 60 years ago this

BUILD THE SOCIALIST

LEYTON Socialist Workers Party
branch—newly formed—meets every
Thursday in the Harrow Green
Library, Leytonstone High Road, 8pm.

South

BRIGHTON Socialist Worker
benefit folk night: Saturday 15
October, 8pm, The Eagle. Gloucester

Road, with traditional Irish singer Tim

O'Leary.

PORTSMOUTH Socialist Workers
Party public meeting: The trade
union bureaucracy and the Rank and
File Movement. Speaker: Dick North.
dTuesday 4 October, 8pm, Wiltshire
Lamb, St Pauls Road.

———

TOUR by CAST Socialist Theatre
Group with their latest play:

e g st B UAST » € M 25vs el o ngh
Wt we oy gt kS - "

SWINDON: 10 October,
7.30pm, Co-op Hall, Street
PORTSMOUTH: Tuesday 11 Oc-
tober, 8pm, River Street Hall,
READING: Wednesdyay 12 Oc-
tober, watch for details locally.
SOUTHAMPTON: Thursday 13
October, 8pm, St Matthews Hall.
CRAWLEY: Friday 14 October,
8pm, Langley Green, Community
Centre, Stagelands.

South West

FOREST OF DEAN Socialist
Workers Party holds regular discus-
sion meetings at the Miners Welfare
Hall, Cinderford. Next i

NOISS

National Organisation of
Student International
Socialist Societies.

CYPRUS: Development over the
past three years. Day school organis-
ed by NOISS. Saturday 5 November,
North London Poly, Holloway Road,
London. All NOISS members make
sure you bring any Cypriot, Greek and
Turkish contacts.

BRITISH : Public
meetings organised by NOISS.
Speakers: Finbar and

Seamus O'Xane, both of the Insh
Front, plus a NOISS speaker.
ENFIELD. Thursday 6 October,

evening.
LONDON SCHOOL OF
Friday 7 October,

ECONOMICS:
lunchtime meeting.

MANCHESTER POLYTECHNIC:
Monday 10 October, lunchtime.

MANCHESTER UNIVERSITY: Mon-
day 10 October, evening. _

LEEDS UNIVERSITY: Tuesday 11
October, lunchtime.

BIRMINGHAM POLYTECHNIC:
Wednesday 12 October, lunchtime.

NORTH EAST LONDON
POLYTECHNNIC: Thursday 13 Oc-
tober, lunchtime.

KENT UNIVERSITY: Thursday 13
October, evening.

THAMES POLYTECHNIC: Friday 14
October, lunchtime.

LANCASTER UNIVERSITY: Monday
17 October, lunchtime.

PRESTON POLYTECHNIC: Menday
17 October, evening.

LIVERPOOL POLYTECHNIC: Tues-
day 18 October, lunchtime.

LIVERPOOL UNIVERSITY: Tuesday
18 October, early evening.

GOING TO COLLEGE NEXTTERM?
The Socialist Workers Party and its
fraternal student organisation, the
National Organisation of international
International  Socialist. Societies
NOISS), have members and sup-
porters in most towns. Contact us at
the following numbers:
ABERYSTWYTH: Jane Hanscomb,
10 Cambrian Square, Aberystwyth,
Dyfed.

BANGOR, University College of
North Wales: Allan Williams, 2 Friars
Terrace, High Street, Bangor.
MEETING: Wednesday 5 October,
6pm, Students Union, UCNW.
BRADFORD P Wiggins, c/o0
Students Union, phone Bradford
34135. 2

BRISTOL and BATH: Tom Archer, IS
Society, University Union, Queens

Road, Bristol 8 (phone Bristol
294560).

CAMBRIDGE: Phone Derek, 0223-
65477.
CANTERBURY and EAST KENT:
Chris Hale, Keynes College, Universi-
ty of Kent, Canterbury.
CLYDESIDE: Contact Ewan Robert-
son, SW Books, 64 Queen Street,
Glasgow C1 (phone 041-221 3426).
MEETING for all SWP students and .
NOISS . members: Thursday 29
- September, 6pm prompt, SW Books,

~ address above. :

EDINBURGH: George Higgins,c/02

. Elm Row, Edinburgh.

ESSEX UNIVERSITY: Meeting
Saturday 24 September, for details
phone Colchester 67908.

GUILDFORD, Surrey University or .

Guildford Tech: Howard Miles,
phone Guildford 77363.
c/o 238

HULL: L Pritchard,
Springbank, Hull,

LAMPETER: Hilary Thomas, SDUC,
Lampeter, Dyfed.

LONDON: 3

North East London Poly: Phone
Gary,  01-555 8447 (daytime).
Meeting of all SWP and NOISS
members and supporters, Monday 19
September, 1pm, The Quiet Room,
Students Union, Barking Precinct,
Longbridge Road. First branch
meeting: Wednesday 28 September,
6.30pm, Greengate Street bar.

City University: Einde
QO’'Callaghan, 15 Eve Road,
Tottenham, N17 (phone 01-808
6774). :

Ealing Tech, Thomas Huxley, St
Mary's: Owen Gallagher, 8
Gunnersbury Avenue, W5 (phone 01-
993 1727).

Garnett College: Contact Philip
Naylor, phone 01-961 0591.
LANCASTER: Steve Parsons, c¢/o

University Students Union -
4-65201 ext 268)

2b. Dawson Street. Liverpool 1
LEEDS: S Smuth, 2 Chesnut Avenue,
Leeds 6. -
MANCHESTER: Dave Richards or

Aarie Durkin, Manchester
Polytechnic Students Union (phone
061 273 3200).

NOTTINGHAM: Phone Not-
tingham 600760.

NORTH STAFFS and SOUTH
CHESHIRE: Alan Gibbens, 41

Stoneley Avenue, Coppenhall, Crewe
(phone Crewe 4015).

NORWICH: Dave Arthur, 76 Norwich
Road, Wymondham, Norfolk.
OXFORD: Ben Ross, 29 Richmond
Road, Oxford.

PORTSMOUTH: Phone Portsmouth
33301 or contact NOISS Bookstall,
Union House Fall, St Paul'sRd, from 3
October.

——— —

READING, Bulmershe College Brent
Curless. 7 Denmark Road, Reading.
SHEFFIELD: Phone Sheffield
584561

SWANSEA: Brian Rees, 9 Bath
Villas, Morriston, Swansea.

SOUTHAMPTON: Sian Jones, 210
Derby Road, Southampton.
SOUTH WALES: Contact SWP
Bookshop, 58 Bridge Street, Cardiff.
SALFORD: Alan Franco, c/o Exter-
nal Affairs Office, Salford Students
Union, University House, Salford 5.
SUSSEX: Greg Norwood, 37 Rayner
Towers, Albany Road, Leyton, Lon-
don, E10 (phone 01-556 6415)or Sue
Spicer, 26b West Hill Road, Brighton
(phone 0273-21060).

o others phone NOISS, 01-
735 1878.

Action in
the unions

ASTMS: Meeting for all Scottish
members of the Socialist Workers
Party in ASTMS. Saturday 29 Oc-
tober, 2.30-5pm, 64 Queen Street,
Glasgow. Agenda: Report back from
17 September conference, Ruchard
Maull, Wage claims. All members
who cannot attend should phone
John Leopoid, 041-889 2327.

SW Notices

TROOPS OUT and SMASH THE
PREVENTION OF TERRORISM
ACT stickers, printed in red and
black, four designs. 500 for £1.-plus
20p postage, post free to SWP
members (state which branch). CASH
WITH ORDER to Socialist Worker, 6

Cottons Gardens, London E2,

SOCIALIST WORKER
POCKET PAMPHLET NO.1

DO WAGES
CAUSE
INFLATION?

5p

OUT THIS WEEK!

THE FIRST IN A NEW
SERIES OF SOCIALIST
WORKER POCKET
PAMPHLETS

5p-bulk orders at 3p
each pre-paid

Orders to Socialist
Worker Distributors, 6
Cottons Gardens,
London, E2 8DN

ALTERNATIVE!

Socialist Worker needs REGULAR
HELP: Every Wednesday morning.
Can you help? Please phone John
Larkham, 01-739 2639 for details.

LEAFLETS AND POSTERS now
available for the abortion demonstra-
tion in Birmingham on Saturday 29
October.

[0 Leaflets £2 50 per thousand

[J Posters £1.50 per hundred.

From SWP Womens Department, 6
Cottons Gardens, London, E2 (phone
01-739 1878).

NAZIS OFF THE STREETS stickers,
printed in three colours, black, green
and red. Three sheets of 12 for 50p, 7
sheets for £1, post free from Flame, 6
Cottons Gardens, London E2. Cash
with order only.

SW LITHO requires old metal trunk or
similar. Phone 01-739 1870. Firm will

collect.

Socialist Worker HISTORY GROUP:
Anyone interested in setting up a new
SWP History Group (really, this time)
please contact Norah Carlin, 109
Croyland Road, London N9 (phone O1-
807 1741).

At last! The SOCIALIST WORKERS
PARTY JOINER'S KIT: The Socialist
Workers Party Handbook, with one-
page summaries on our position on:
Why we need a revolutionary party,
The origins of the SWP, The structure
of the SWP, Russia—a Marxist
analysis, Is China socialist?, The Right
To Work Campaign, The Cuts, The
struggle for women'’s rights, Socialist
Worker, plus a further reading list.
Available from Socialist Worker
Books, 64 Queen Street, Glasgow G1.
Individual copies 15p plus 10p
postage, 10 copies £2 including
postage, 100 copies £15 including
postage.

FOUR STRIKES IN THE PAST
FOUR WEEKS— and no duplicator
to help us intervene. If you have one
available cheap (or better still free)
please Halifax 67209, or write
to Halifax SWP, ¢/0 6 Cottons Gar-
dens, London E2

BADGES AVAILABLE NOW!
RAR badges in new colours—
green and red 24p (inc postage),
or 10 for £1.50 post free. Orders
to 6 Cottons Gardens, London E2.
{1 Don’t book this band: We had a

report about the
ACCELERATORS playing in
Liverpool and being viciously
sexist. Don’t book this band,

COMING
SOON!

SWP badges, in metal and
enamel, red and silver. Ready
‘mid-October— watch this space.

The Sun called us ‘vulgar, nasty
Trotskyite termites’ when we
produced Stuff the Jubilee cam-
paign, so try this one for size . . .

STOP RISING FOOD PRICES .
. . eat the rich! Printed in green
and red, 20p each, 10 for £1.50,
50 for £6.50, all prices including
postage. FROM SW Recordings,
Corbridge  Works,  Corbridge
Crescent, London E2.

01-739 2639

The phone line for Socialist Worker Circulation, IS Journa!
and SW Distributors, which was destroyed in the recent
- petrol-bomb attack, has now been rewired and functions as
previously

High Rise Living/
Abortion/ Save
our Hospitals/
Keeping up with
inflation

10p a copy from 6,
Cottons Gardens,
London E2.

SWP branches collect
from stations this
week.

Notices and meetings

Notices for this column
must be posted to arrive by
first post the Monday before

- publication. We cannot take

them over the phone. Send
CASH WITH COPY (10p a
word) to Classified Socialist
Worker, Corbridge Works,
Corbridge Crescent, London
E2 9DS. No invoices can be

-sent.

KURDS still being murdered in
Iraq. 17 students recently executed,
three others tortured to death. 102
more for execution. PROTEST
MARCH to Iraqu Embassy, Saturday
8 October, assemble 11am,
Speakers Corner, London, WI1.
Called by Association of Kurdish
Studets Abroad. Supported by
Socialist Workers Party Middle East
Group.

DERBY Southern Africa Solidarity
Campaign public meeting and film:
All we want is freedom. Monday 10
October, 7.30pm, Carib Club, Derby.
Admission 10p.

REVOLUTIONARY SOCIALISM 1:
new journal from Big Flame. In-
cludes Christopher Roper on Argen-
tina. Middle East. Alvaro Miranda on
Portugal. Socialist Unity. The Left.
40p (plus 10p postage). Subscription
(four issues) £2. From: Big Flame
Publications, 27 Clerkenwell Close,
London, EC1.

HACKNEY COMMITTEE
AGAINST RACIALISM mass
demonstration  against  racism:
Sunday 16 October, assembie 11am
corner of Poole St and New North
Road, London N1 (centre of Hoxton).
To proceed from there to Brick Lane
and then on to Victoria Park for a rally
and afterwards a multi-racial
festival. Show the racists that
wherever they seek to disseminate
race hatred they will face
determined opposition and that anti-
racialists will never allow them to
gain a base anywhere.

IN MEMORY OF NOEL JENKIN-
SON, who died in Leicester jail
security unit, England, on 9 October
1976, from his comrades in the
Prisoners Aid Committee.
Venceremos.

TROOPS OUT MOVEMENT
Forum: Ireland and the British
Labour Party—what Labour are up
to. Speakers: Gery Lawless (NUJ)
and Seamus O’Kane (Irish Front and
IRSP). Friday 7 October, 8pm,
Northumberland Arms, Kings Cross
Roglec: London, WC1 (Kings Cross
tube).

MANCHESTER TROOPS OUT
MOVEMENT Public Meeting:
ireland—the fight against British
imerialism. pekaers: Finbar
Dougherty and Seamus O’Kane both
of the Irish Front. Sunday 9 October,
8pm, watch locally for details of
meeting place.

e e e ey e ——e ——
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ANYONE  with
doubts about the
‘justice’ of the ex-
ecution of the four

mercenaries in
Angola last year,
should read this
book.*

The story of the
recruitment and ac-

tivities of these men is
nasty and sordid.

And nothing about it is
more sordid, or cynical,
than the involvement of
the British and US
governments and their
puppets. Consider some
of the facts.

The  mercenaries were
recruited through newspaper
advertisements, despite the
fact that there are supposed
to be laws against such
recruitment in both coun-
tries.

No check was ever made
nor were the recruiters warn-
ed off by the police.

Adverts

The role of papers like The
Sun and The Daily Express is
interesting. As the book’s
‘authors point out:

‘, , , most of the mass-
circulation daily and Sunday.
newspapers carried adver-
tisements and articles likely
to stimulate interest in
recruitment. '

‘One might ask if it would
have been considered ethical
by the same newspapers to
carry advertisements for
recruits to hi-jack a plane.
The answer would be a
shocked “No”.’

Hi-jacking a country
whose politics you don’t like
is different, of course.

The British mercenaries
left London airport under the
eys of the police and without
hindrance, despite the fact
that several of them were

* The Whores of War, by
W Burchett & D Roebuck
(Penguin), 90p, inc postage,
Jrom Bookmarks, 265 Seven
Sisters Road, London, N4.

WHEN THE BOAT CAVES IN

IT'S RARE for your SW
TV critic to be in posses-
sion of some internal TV
gossip, so I must let it out
as soon as I’ve got it.

The story goes, that at the
main star’s insisterice, the
politics for the new series of
When the Boat Comes In has
had to be written out. That'’s
all 've got; but it explains a
lot.

Gone is the endless fight
against ruthless shipyard
bosses; instead, we now share
with the rich their fear of Jack
Ford.

Gone are the insights into
the corruption of the Labour
Movement manipulated by
cynical trade union
officials—instead we are
beginning to get the impres-
sion that if a man is dynamic
he is justified in using
desperate methods to get to
the top of the ladder. Will he
lose his soul on the way?
(Yawn, yawn).

If it wasn’t for President
Carter, Muhammad Ali and
the forthcoming tour by the

CAST Theatre Group, out-

- rulers support

wanted on criminal charges,
and few of them had
passports.

Most sinister of all is the
evidence "of direct assistance
of the British and US
governments. Two of the
British team were Special
Branch officers!

And while officially the
CIA had been ordered to stop
assisting the bogus, pro-
Western FNLA, they were
still channelling money to
them, more than 50 million
dollars.

One of the British
recruiters ‘picked up £282,
000 in one week, and most of
the Americans were
employed directly through
the CIA.

Why should the Western
powers go to so much trou-
ble? The book gives a clear
answer—because the whole
of Southern Africa is ex-
pleding, and with it, Western
interests.

Hostile

With the withdrawal of
Portugal from her former
colonies, it looked as if hostile
black governments would be
established on the borders of
the bastions of white rule in
Rhodesia and South Africa
to further endanger the
tottering regimes there,

After Portugal’s humilia-
tion in Africa and America’s
defeat in Vietnam, Western
governments are nervous of
committing themselves to

W
PRE

By ROLAND
MULDOON

siders hardly ever get to hear
of the North East.

The exception has been
The Likely Lads and that
‘lodger from next door’, Alex
Glasgow, and nowadays
When the Boat Comes In.

Previously, Southerners on
a Cooks tour would have
expected to be shown ugly
council blocks, synthetic
brown ale factories and the
sound of natives, for a price
of a drink, telling of the old
days when they ate Hovis to
the - accompaniment of a

BUILDING
WORKER
DANNY
BRENNAN
ON THE
'WHORES
OF WAR’

liberation
directly—
ideal

fighting
movements
mercenaries are the
solution.

In Britain and the USA,
there are thousands of men
who have been brutalised by
military service in Ireland or
Vietnam, and they continue
to provide excellent cannon-
fodder for their former
masters.

The psychopathic ‘Colonel
Callan” was a former British
Army paratrooper

For all that, they were a
pathetic rabble. Although
they slaughtered black
civilians and each other in-
discriminately, they were
unable to prop up the crumbl-
ing pseudo-liberation
movements for long.

But mercenaries clearly
have a big future. They're

handy brass band.

The run-down shipyards,
the closed mines and the
boarded-up luxury houses of
imprisoned Labour coun-
cillors wouldn’t appear on the
‘must’ list.

The decline of the North
East would be explained
away as if it were Atlantis.

The first two series of
When the Boat Comes In
changed all that. Instead we
were shown a mirror image of
British Industrial history, the
dignity of a class that
wouldn’t lie down.

Beer cans

The red herring of
patriotism that decimated the
youth in the first world war
and, of course, the
speculators who squandered
the skills of that power house
of engineering ingenuity, all
leading to the big question,

"Why the hell do we let them

get away with it?

No wonder the series has
changed course. I think I've
got the story wrong—it must '

:>':§

fighting in Rhodesia and the
Lebanon today, and the
authors quote the following
chilling passage from an
Australian there:

‘I reckon there are about 40
Frenchmen fighting with the
Falangists. Mostly
students who belong to the
French fascist party.

‘They come over here for
three months, get trained,
and do some fighting. Then
they go back and wait to go
into action in France.’

The book gives plenty of
evidence of French, Spanish
and Italian fascists recruiting
and financing mercenaries.
And the western powers
would not scruple to use such
people against
revolutionaries in their own
countries, as they have done
in Spain and Italy.

Revenge

Against this background,
the reason for the trial and
execution of the mercenaries
is quite clear. It is ludicrous to
talk of revenge. If the
Angolans had wanted to they
could have shot them out of
hand on the battlefield.

Instead they wanted to
show these men up for what
they were, and the rotten and
corrupt societies that produc-
ed them.

And they wanted publicly
to discourage any future
soldiers of fortune who might
seek to ply their trade in
Africa.

have been a strong east wind
sent by divine intervention
that has blown the series
a couple of counties to the
South, just as it did the
Jarrow marches and for that
matter my dad seeking work
in the Thirties.

Things must be kept in
perspective. If Geordies want
to stay up there and face
unemployment then it’s all
right for the rest of ws.
Otherwise they would come
down here telling us their
woes and throwing beer cans

If they have got to appear
on telly, let The Wonderful
World of Disney handle it.

It's no good looking up
people’s arse-holes, because
you might start thinking of
your own. What super-star
would want that to happen?

No, the past (and in this
case the present) is best left
undisturbed. I wonder if that
old smug Southern statement
still holds true—"Geordies are
so loyal to Labour that they
would vote for a dog if it were
the candidate.’

There'’s an angle Walt!

.......
...................

AR

Above: mercenaries leaing for Angola and ett'i g their “reward”

BOOKMARX CLUB

These are the books for the fourth

quarter, 1977.

LISTA

WORKER IN A WORKER'S STATE, by
Miklos Haraszti

A first-hand account of working on piece
rates in a Budapest engineering factory.
The author was put on trial because ‘he
claims the situation of the workers is
identical with that of the proletariat under
classical capitalism’.

WE SHALL BE ALL, edited by Laurie Flynn
New essays on four episodes in Scottish
working-class history: The Glasgow Rent
Strike 1915, the Clydeside engineers

struggles of 1917, the Methil workers’

committees of 1926, and the recent
upsurge of militancy in Glasgow and the

-

o |
,%'?&Ww}-:u e

possibilities it holds for the future. In all a

worker’s answer to the tartan nationalism
of the SNP

JOHN S CLARKE, by Ray Challinor
Clarke was a socialist, lion tamer,
gunrunner, shop stewards’ spokesman and
much more.

‘LISTB

HOW CAPITALISM WORKS, by Pierre
- Jalee

At last a thorough and really reaaapie

account of the Marxist analysis of
capitalism.

FONTAMARA, by Ignazio Silone
. This remarkable novel condemns forever

the lies, corruption and violence of fascism. .

|

USTC
THE SUFFRAGETTES, by Sylvia

- Pankhurst

Unique as the only history of the suffragette
movement written by a major participant,
and still one of the most complete records
of women's struggle for the vote, par-
ticularly in the East End. This is also a
memoir of the remarkable Pankhurst family
by their one socialist member.

For the subscnption of £4.50; saving about £2 on the retail price, vy u get
List A plus List B or List C (please st..7e prof: tence)—- or all 3 lists for £6. 75

PLUS special offer to members on Tro. i,

REVOLUTION.

O Send subscriptions or reques. “

HHHSTORY OF THE RUSSIA N

details to:

Bookmarx Club, 265 Seven Sisters Road, London, N4 2D¢
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AWAGE CUT
BY ANY

OTHER NAME

PRICES are rising at the rate

of 17.7 per cent while wages -

are rising at 10.9 per cent. In
fact. earnings increases have
lagged behind inflation by the
widest margin in statistical
history.

The figures prove what
every housewife knows—she
is able to buy less and less
with her money.

Coffee has more than
doubled in price in the past
vear. And it is forecast that
soon bread. cheese and milk
will all go up.

We now have an economy
of low wages and high prices.
One result of this is that over
the past quarter, while
production has gone down bv

POSTAL
POINTS

THREE young members of

one per cent, profits have

increased by 30 per tent.
However. the Government

is not satisfied with this and

trying to tighten the screw -

further.

Wages are to be allowed to
rise once a year but prices
may go up weekly
~ In the Hungry Thirties,
workers’ wages were cut,
money was taken from the
pay packel Today. by allow-
ing price rises and freelmg
wages, the government is
achieving the same result.

This subtle move should be
resisted. Phase 3 of the pay
policy should be fought
against.

OO W R, Harlow
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Picture: by Bob Golden

‘Want a better life?
Then take it!

JOHN Webster says (17
September) that by going
through the parliamentary
road we can give you the
reforms that will pave the way
to socialism. *

Allende said the same
thing. He caused a reaction so
barbaric that ‘it nearly
destroyed the working class
movement completely.

The CP also say that
bureaucrats can be
changed—but changing one
bureaucracy for another still
leaves the new bureaucrats
with the same privileges and
in some cases a more power-
ful state apparatus.

The only way we are to
achieve a better and fairer life
is if we take it, run it ourselves
and smash anything that tries
to stop us.

0 S BASSINDALE, un-
employed construction
worker, Edinburgh.

ROAD |
ro H
SOCIALISM?

S I

Wthh to
tear up?

I HAVE recently left the
Communist Party to join the
SWP. 1 had been a CP

. member for seven years after

coming here from Australia.
During the last two years |
have become disillusioned
with the CP . as a
revolutionary party.

One of the main items of
dissent was with the new
draft of the British Road to
Socialism which to me is

Send your letters.to
Letters Page,
Socialist Worker,

the SWP went along to a
Young Socialists meeting
recently at which the local
MP was speaking.

certainly not the Marxist
Road to Socialism.

On holiday this year, I read
Lenin's book, State and

it 2 AN e oo L i L e e

. 4 Snhdii . _am s B e o o o o e i s S

S e & A o s e o s 4 i o i S e e o e e o o ani o e o i o i i

However they were turn-
ed away when a YS

organiser recognised them -

and claimed it was a closed
meeting. It had in fact been
advertised in the Iocal
paper.

So much for the non-
sectarian Labour Party.
[0 GRAVESEND SWP

EAMONN McCann went
on about Roy Mason (24
September) which he

does very well.
The workers in Mackies

in Belfast have smashed
the pay guidelines which
will benefit the workers all
over Britain — as well as
Northern Ireland. Yet no
mention in the paper.

[0 M HIGGINS, Paisley

MAY | draw your attention
to a group of people who,
judging by their perfor-
mance on the BBC series
Open Door, displayed a
contempt for the .trade
union movement.

These are the Associa-
tion of Self Employed

People. Throughout the
programme one got the
impression that they were
just interested in ‘ac-
quiring the Midas touch’
by exploiting working
people for their own gains.

We must unite against
these ‘parasites of profit’
and make sure there is
never another Grunwick.
O K MULLEN, London.

HERE'S a little idea for
gumming up the National
Front's works.

They are advertising in
the local newspapers in-
viting people to write to
their headquarters at 91
Connaught  Road, Ted-
dington, Middx for further
information.

If every SW reader wrote
to this address it would cost
them. at least £3000 to
reply.

(0 NIGEL WRIGHT.

e
OF LEWISHAM

MY FRIENDS and | are
launching a Mary Bell
release campaign and we
need support and
donations urgently. All our
volunteers are un-
employed. We need finance
for petitions, stencils, etc.
No person should ever
forget that Mary Bell was a
child when she committed
manslaughter -—-'not
murder.
O M COOPER, c/0 Mary
Bell Release Campaign,
98 Lingdale Road, Bilton
Grange, Hull, Yorks.

| WAS disappointed that

your article What
Scroungers? (24
September) made no

mention of single mothers
who form a large number
of claimants.

Instead, you gave two
divorced women as ex-
amples of unsupported
mothers on social securi-

Single mothers are not
pathetic victims of
absconding males, but
women who are fighting
patriarchy. Many of us
reject marriage. Others
simply regard it as a con-
vention not valuable
enough to warrant a forc-
ed wedding and automatic
abortion or adoption,
should we become ac-
cidentally pregnant.

Because of our
resistance to the property-
linked
marriage, we are vilified.
Your paper, in ignoring
our existence as em-
barrassing to your case,
gives tacit support to
patriarchy and also evades
the feminist significance
of the divorced mothers’
struggles.

OKATHY PERLO, N London

MOST of my friends are reds,
many of them in the SWP.

A majority see the es-
tablished churches as rich
hypocrites, Sunday
Christians, people with big
cars and fancy hats.

As a non-conformist Chris-
tian, I myself am cynical
about the Church of England.

I've studied the Christian
Socialist movement -of the
nineteenth century. These
great scholars saw ° that
Christianity and socialism

concept of,

THE TWO letters on nuclear
energy (24 September) raise
points which need
answered.

On the question of whether

we should oppose nuclear 3
power completely, 1 agree ;

with those fighting against its
extension but this does not
mean nuclear energy cannot
serve a useful function In
time.

In a socialist society, there
would not be research into
weapons of destruction.

A small point on George
Johnson’s Jetter; he’s right
that all socialists should be
horrified that South Africa
has developed the A-bomb.
But let’s remember that a
nutter called Nixon had that
weapon.

The belief that America
and Russia’s bombs are
‘acceptable’ but that they
should not fall into the hands
of ‘less stable’ developing
countries has racialist under-
tones.

0 HUGH ROBERTSON,
Aberdeen

CAPITALISM will naturally
abuse the quality of life by
disregarding the dangers of
nuclear power in the interests
of profit.

But nuclear energy may be
necessary as a form of
peaceful energy.

The disadvantages would
have to be balanced against
the disadvantages of non-
nuclear power,

It is true that nuclear waste
takes hundreds of years to
decay. But technological
techniques may be developed

to be._

to break it down.

Nuclear power may well be
a safe and abundant source of
power controlled by a sane

society.
O WILLIAM McFARLANE,
Lowestoft

AGREE with Kevin

Wingfield (24 September)
that we should oppose all
aspects of nuclear power -
including the public relations
label ‘for peaceful

purposes’.
It's doubtful if it could ever

be safely used.

Capitalists certainly can-

not be trusted with anything
nuclear.
overriding concern. Use com-
es a poor second and the
dangers of misuse a poor
third. /

0 JAMES ANDERSON,
Central London

Profits are their

Corbridge Works,
Corbridge Crescent,
London E2

POLICE
HATRED?

THE EMOTIVE report on
the pohce visit t0 Mrs Faith
Foster’s house (24
September) does no good to

.anyone.

It simply serves to arouse
an hysterical hatred for the
police, whom you surely
appreciate are caught up in a
difficult situation, largely not
of their making.

There is also no corrobora-
tion on the police side for
vour report and it could be
that the facts are substantially
different from those
presented, not least one can
suspect a degree of provoca-
tion on Mrs Foster’s part,
since otherwise the behaviour
of the police is inexplicable.

Hatred for the police and
the encouragement of the
black community to hate
them and perhaps take the
law into their own hands can
only lead to more and more
trouble with no-one gaining.

0O G S HARVEY, Surrey.

Paedophilia

THE ARTICLE on the
Paedophile Information Ex-
change (24 September)
forgets that it is not only
children who are ‘open to
exploitation’.

It 1s often the child rather

“than the adult who initiates a

relationship. Their rights
must be fought for.

O FRANIYK, Lancaster.

CONGRATLUATIONS on
the article about the
Paedophile Information Ex-
change. But paedophilia is
not the result of a socially and
sexually sick society. Its
persecution is.

O J DIEBOLD, Canvey,
Essex.

Revolution. On finishing it, |
realised 1 had one of two
things to do: tear up the book .
or my Party card. I chose the
latter.

[0 B BARTLETT, SE Lon-

don

Election
dead-end

‘ONE HAS to win elections’,
says John Webster of the
Communist
September).

Party (17

I suppose he and his

friends will be trying to win
elections for the next couple
of centuries, while capitalism
continues to roll along.

Lewisham proved how

socialism can be presented to
the mass public in a much
quicker form than through
constitutional electioneering
(however more palatable this
may appear).

Similar mass action on the

streets will continue to be
more successful than any
electoral alternative. .

l':‘] Iz GALLAGHER, Shef-
e

Who rules

‘Bntain?

SO NOW we know who rules
Britain. According to the
Daily Mail, it's the Inter-
national Monetary Fund.

“They are’, says the Mail,
‘the unsung heroes of this
sunnier hour. They are the
ones who have compelled the
unwilling socialists to make
cuts in government expen-
diture’.

This rag always preaches
‘democracy’, but isn’t Labour
the democratically elected
government?

It’s no coincidence that you
always have a sterling crisis
when Labour is in power.
These crises make a joke of
Labour manifestoes.

It proves there is no
parliamentary road to
socialism.

O JOHN APPLEYARD,
Leeds

were entirely - compatible,
indeed inseparable.

Christian living 1s not just
philanthropy, the basket of
bread to the slums popular
with upper-class ladies in the
last century.

Jesus expressed a totally
left wing attitude in his life.
He dropped a revolutionary
bombshell by suggesting that
there was more to life than
mere ritual and that the right

- attitude was a loving one.

Surely this 18 what

socialism boils down to?

At the moment, you reds
are so caught up in the
fighting that you forget or
haven’t realised this.
Socialism is about loving

people enough that you want

them never to suffer, about
hating injustice and loving
freedom.

And that’s what Jesus is all
about too.

O RUTH LANGLEY,
Lowestoft.

IN DEFENCE OF CHRISTIANITY

BELIEVE in equality
among human beings
regardless of their colour, sex
or creed.

I believe in the will of the
majority and the rights of
every citizen, from the new-
born right up to the 90-year
olds.

After making a statement
like that, you might say that
I'm a socialist and you’d be
right. However, I'm also a
Catholic. :

Many people say Catholics

are right-wing bigots who
pray for salvation but
persecute homosexuals,
socialists and even other
Christians.

Unfortunately there are
Catholics who behave in this
fashion. My only defence is
that they're entitled to their

e OWN opinions and my only

consolation is that theirs i1s a
fast-dying race.

0 D MURPHY.

Manchester.
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‘A SOLDIER died today
after being shot in
Belfast,” said the
newscaster in a slightly
bored voice—after all, so
many soldiers had been
shot it was no longer ‘big
news’.

The ‘big news’ was the reduc-
tion of Minimum Lending Rate
by 2 per cent, which no doubt
cheered the bankers and
building societies but was little
consolation to the dead man,
his family, wife, kids, mother.

But sure, isn’t that the way of it.
No one cares about a dead British
soldier.

By the following newscast it
wasn’t even mentioned. He, Private
X, had ceased to exist.

One moment a living being, loved
by his wife, adored by his Kids,
probably putting a brave face on
being over in Belfast ‘keeping the
peace’ yet not really believing it, not
understanding it. Then, nothing.

Coughing out his life on a dirty
street corner, a late news item on the
TV news between the latest strike

and the westher. What a way to die.
Why?

by a Republican
prisoner in Long
Northern Ireland .

TLL MAKE

A MAN OF YOU’
PRIVATE X was born in
Glasgow, one of a family of
seven. He went to the local
school where he was in a

class of 40.

The harassed teacher didn’t care
if he did any work or even if he was
there, so Private X left school at 15
with a good British education. So he #
could write in a fashion and his
favourite reading was comics.

So, semi-literate, he went in
search of a job in a city of high
unemployment. Thousands like
him, all on the same quest, which
ended in the dole queue. A statistic A
on a punched card spewed out by PREES i
some computer. : e

Dole to pub and—and as for
most in that poor cify—to petty
crime. He falls foul of the police—
those corrupt establishment bullies
who see in this weak, silly youth a
source of amusement, someone they
can abuse, intimidate and convict
without fear of reprisal.

Then to the courts. X is put
through the mill by the hacks of the
system. He is humiliated, as is his
family, and broken in spirit.

Was it the . magistrate who
suggested he join the army? *. . .
make a man of you . . . teach youa
trade . . . see the world . . .’

The the sentence: ‘Bound over to

_keep the peace for two years, and a
£20 fine.’ ,

............

‘Playing the part of the
crowd being snatched was
somehow disturbing,
bringing memories of B
Glasgow and police N .
charges after football

matches’

At home X is in trouble. His
family can ill afford to pay the £20.
It makes X feel his helplessness at
the hands of the establishment—
police, courts, solicitors. But he
hasn’t the education to think it out
and fight back, he is ‘apolitical’.

SEEING
THE WORLD

SO THE scene is set for him

1o join forces with the es-

tablishment he inwardly
hates but fears, by enlisting
in the British Army.

He joins a Scottish regiment. His
parents have to fill in forms, for he's
too young to enlist without their
consent. But they, like him, are
conditioned to believe the lie that a
spell -in the army will ‘straighten
him out, give him a trade.’

Did they not see the ad on TV

about the soldiers in Canada,

climbing, going to the rodeo,
enjoying themselves? They signed
the forms—his death certificate.
Then the camp. Dressed all the
same, learning to drill and learning
to kill. But it’s all good fun, the
comradeship, weekends to the local
vﬂlatge‘ Fub, money in his kets
g)rrk irst time, courting the local

No danger. Indeed this is the
life. Obey the orders, let the officers
decide, they know best after all. A
pleasant six months, then to Ger-
many.

Imagine, seeing the world at no
expense—and getting paid for it!
Wasn't this the truth of it: serve the
establishment and you will be well
looked after? What job could give
you more?

How was he to know that a
decent education would have given
him any financial reward he
wanted—more, it ' might have given
him political awareness, an insight
into what the establishment was
doing to his class. He might have
been a socialist. Who knows?

But now, in the way of all
soldiers, in peace time there’s little
work to do, few complaints except
the odd route march and exercise.

Of course he’s heard of Northern
Ireland, but in Germany it’s just a
pleasant blur. Nobody asks why it’s
going on in Northern Ireland. Just
stupid phrases copied from the
junior officers: ‘Irish wogs . . .
paddies . . . go in and fix them.’

Anyway his regiment wasn’t
going there. Barrack gossip was
next stop ‘Sunny Cyprus’. No
terrorists there. A bit of Turk
trouble but we’re not involved, so
what the hell? :

TALK WAS
OF 'BELFAST

A YEAR and a half and back
to Britain. A soldier, 19 year
old. The regiment is going to

Kent for special training,
then home-leave.

With his thoughts full of going
home he paid little attention t6 the
lectures and learning to be a “snatch
squad’ was just a bit of fun.

But playing the part of a crowd
being snatched was somehow dis-
turbing, bringing memories of
Glasgow and police charges after
football matches. He pushed it to
the back of his mind.

The talk in the tents at night, was
all ‘Belfast’, but he’d heard it before
and anyway just three days and he'd
be home. Seeing mum and dad
again, sisters and brothers—he’d
presents for them from all the places

- DEATH OF
A SOLDIER

he'd been.

He'd imagined his welcome a
hundred times in daydreams. He
wasn't disappointed. His family was
overjoyed to see him and he was
indeed a returning hero.

His parents must have thought
how right they were to have en-
couraged him to join up. Wasn’t he
the big man now, so neat and tidy.
Not at all like the ‘scruffs’ hanging
about the pub he used to mate about
with.

Six weeks passed quickly and he’s
saying farewell to his family. He
doesn’t know it’s his last. Then base
camp . . . ‘It’s Northern Ireland.’

THE ANGER
AND THE FEAR

PRIVATE X isn’t sure of his
feelings. Was he afraid? A
little, but a brave face to his
mates . .. mustn’t let the side
down ...

Anyway with the rush and bustle,
the embarkation, getting berths on
the boat, swapping yarns and
supping beer, there’s no time to
think about it.

Then the briefing from an officer:
‘You are going there to keep the
reace .". . paddies . . . bad lot the

RA . . . Protestants fairly friendly
but not to be trusted fully . . . keep
your end up...beatthe Yaboos..."

Then standing on a rainy,
windswept dockside, trying to
shelter from the cold. Tortoise-like,
head withdrawn into your collar,
wishing you were at home,
anywhere but that bloody dockside.

After what seems like hours you
arrive at your new home, a Wild
West type fort with high fences and
guard posts. A few jokes about
cowboys, but little laughter.

When you’re settled in the leg-
pulling starts. The ‘old hands’ going
out give the new boys stick. Lurid
tales of snipers at every corner.

‘Watch out for the sniper in The
Murph—he never misses.” The
laughter 1s a bit strained.

In the next few days he got to
know the score in the district, the
houses where the inhabitants were
suspects. He went on raids at
night—the frightened kids in bed
not much different from his own
family.

He was confused by that—he
didn’t like the thought.

It was, after all, the fault of these

" people. They sheltered the gunmen.

Hell, they were the gunmen.

His first riot was frightening. A
child was killed by a baton-round.
Private X wrote to his mother he'd
be glad to be out of here.

The next day a rocket was fired at
a Saracen armoured car. Two
soldiers were killed and some
injured. Private X was angry and
afraid. On patrol that evening he
was under fire, a soldier was shot
beside him.

Day follows night and for the first
time he gets a glimpse of the
establishment’s double-dealing. But
there wasn’t time to think. It was
forgotten in the race to stay alive.

Would this nightmare ever end?
Would he ever return to the safety
of Glasgow?

Three weeks after he’d arrived in
Belfast Private X died. Nearby the
glassless holes of a burnt-out bus
gaped at him as his life force made
rivulets in the dirt of last night’s riot.

‘The General Officer Com-
manding, Northern Ireland,
General King regrets to inform
you of the death of your son,
Private X. He was an exemplary
soldier, a credit to his regiment
and to the British Army.’
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'NOTO THE 12-MONTH RULE..

. FIGHT FOR TRADE UNION RIGHTS ..

PLAISTOW:
800 ON
MARCH

EAST LONDON: About
800 people marched through
Newham last Saturday to
protest against the proposed
closure of Plaistow Materni-
ty Hospital.

‘It was great to see SO
many people on the march’
said Pat Varney a member of
the action committee which
has been organising the
work in at the hospital.

‘It's reassuring for us to
see people taking to the
streets to support us. The
march is only the beginning
of our campaign to save the
hospital.

‘Now that we have kicked
out the management we
want to think about im-
proving the hospital.

‘Newham’s hospltals have
been allowed to get old and
shabby and we want to do
our bit to change things now
we're in charge.

‘We hear our closure date
will be around Christmas.
That’s when we’ll need sup-
port on the picket line. -

Darlington:
NUJ goes

DARLINGTON: Journalists
at the Northern Echo in
Darlington who have been on
strike for three months for a
closed shop, were putting their
casc to the government
mediator this week.

The 108 Darlington jour-
nalists are supported by NUJ
members at the London office
who want an agreement which
says they will be able to-obey
union instructions without
being suspended.

The printers in Darlington
are also out in support.

Other chapels in the West-
minsper Press group are
meeting to discuss a
recommendation from the
Provincial Newspapers In-
dustrial Council that they
should be prepared to take
strike action if the mediation
fails.

The Darlington chapel has
had support from rank and file
printers. A meeting of

Worker.

l £7 for one year

(Please

£3.50 for six months

[1 £1.75 for three months
tick) to pay subscriptions and
postage, so start sending them to:

’
’ o
............

oooooooooooooooooooo

to mediation

delegates from NGA (print
union) chapels in Westminster
Press recently voted not to
return to work until the strike
has been won.

But the TUC Printing In-
dustries Committee has been
putting pressure on the NUJ
to sertle the dispute.

The NUJ executive had
previously -agreed to go to
mediation on condition that
the closed shop is not
negotiably. The PIC told the
NUJ to rethink the decision.

The NUJ executive held an
emergency meeting and
agreed to go to mediation and
look at the recommendation
in the light of union policy.

Union policy is to establish
100 per cent post entry closed
shops.

[0 Messages of support
and donations to: NUJ
strike committee, Labour
Club, Victoria Road,
Darlington.

Socialist
Worker

Please rush me my weekly copy of Soc:ahst
| enclose a cheque/postal order
made payable to Socralist Worker for

When completed post to Socialist Worker
Subscriptions, Circulation Department,

Cottons Gardens, London, E2 8DN

:
= Subscribe!
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BOLTON STRIKE

THE WAVE OF

engmeerin strikes
which hit Bolton last
month is hotting up.

CHARLES TURNER: 23
maintenance  workers

striking for a living wage

for a 40 hour week are
picketing round the clock.
Tradesmen get £44 a week
and management have
refused to make an offer.

A picket has been hurt and
two just escaped when a
convoy of nine scab lorries
crashed through official'picket
bagunc qmcklythmm

t police ten-
cdtoarrstpo a Right to Work
supporter for not respecting
the scabs’ ‘rights’.

Ken Crompton,
Amalgamated Union of
Engineering Workers Shop
Steward, told us: ‘It’s a great
idea to get engineering
workers in Bolton together, in
order to base wage levels on
those for engineers as a whole
rather than on individual
industry levels.’ .

Indeed on Friday morning
the pickets received a boost
when 50 men from nearby
Radcliffe papermill and
British Gypsum, both in pay
disputes, joined the line.

The District Secretary of
the Society of Graphical and
Allied Trades (to which the
mill workers at Turners
belong) was jeered and made
to get out of his taxi and walk

AVE GROWS

POLICE dzsmamlmgabarncade on the picket line at Turners.

because he failed to show his
union card!

But those bureaucrats who
would drag their feet have a
rude awakening to come.
Strikers from Turners, British

Gypsum, Eatons
Transmissions (where 700
mean are locked out for

operating an overtime ban)
and Radcliffe papermill are
getting together with the Right

to Work Campaign to discuss
solidarity picketing and wage
levels.

This will be how the strikes
are won, by the rank and file
sharing their experience and
showing their power on the
picket line.

0 Donations and messages
of support to: Brother Bill
Edwards, 210 Deane Church
“Lane, Daubhill, Bolton.

Quinton Hazell’s Silencers
Little Lever: The occupatxon
caused by ma ment’s
refusal to pay for time lost
waiting for the factory to
warm up has forced manage-
ment to meet with the AUEW
members,

A mass meeting in the
canteen voted for a return to
work on Monday pending the
result of the meeting with a

view to re-occupying if
necessary.
Kay & Co: 140 foundry

workers returned to work last
Monday after management
guaranteed bonus payments.
A great victory!

Meanwhile the President of
the union most involved in
these disputes is coming to
Bolton. It is Hugh Scanlon of
the Engineers.

But he isn’t coming to see
his members on strike. He is
coming for a slap up dinner
with the engineering
employers. We have written to
him asking him to come and
visit the pickets instead. But
there’s been no reply.

So come on Hughie, we
look forward to seeing you at
lunch with your employer
friends in Bolton on 12 Oc-
tober!

Sacked
for being
ill!

LEEDS: Seventeen year old
Gary Taft thought that his
wages were too low when he
joined Spen Tyres Limited. He
was getting £17 for a 44 hour
week.

So when Gary became 18 he
asked for a rise.

He. was given £1 a week
extra, Then Gary became ill.
He was off work for three
days, but he rang the firm and
got a sick note from his doc-
tor.

The managing director,
Keith Prior, ignored this and
told Gary, ‘l don’t care why
you are off. You're fired.’

Gary Taft took Spen Tyres
to an Industrial Tribunal,
where the managing director
explained what he thought
about doctors’ sick notes,
‘Doctors cater for malingerers
these days bu giving them sick
notes.’

The Tribunal announced
that Gary had been unfairly
dismissed and ordered the
company to pay him 13 weeks
wages.

But now Gary has the
problem of finding another
job, and as he says, ‘There are
a lot of teenagers working for
Spen Tyres. They are being
used as cheap labour.’

Social

Workers

Sacked

TWO SOCIAL workers
employed by Hereford and
Worcester County Council
Social Services Department
ltave been suspended, follow-
ing their arests at Grunwicks
and Ladywood.

Valerie Beint from Red-
ditch Social Services Area
Office is appealing against a
conviction for ‘threatening
behaviour’, resulting out of
the demonstration against the
National Front at Ladywood.

Terry Skyrme was arrested
at Grunwicks on 1 July and
charged with assault.

Both social workers have
been suspend€d ‘pending the
outcome of legal proceedings’.
Valerie Beint has also been
reprimanded ‘for not leaving a
demonstration which had
turned violent’,

Social workers in Hereford
and Worcester have reacted
quickly to the suspensions by
blacking the duties of their
suspended colleagues. The
National and Local Govern-
ment Officers Association
(NALGO) are also opposing
the suspension and have made
this action official.

[0 Messages of support
to: Nalgo Branch Secretary, -
Hereford & Worcester,
Barrier House, Worcester.

DESOUT TERS STRIKE END

DESOUTTERS: Monday
3 October at 7.30 in the
morning 100 of the
Desoutters strikers
gathered outside the fac-
tory gates. Their long and
bitter strike since 13 May
had come to an end.

After those weeks of
hardship fighting for recogni-
tion of their union, the
Amalgamated Union of
Engineering Workers, they
had been forced to abandon
their strike and return to work
with only recognition of in-
dividual membership of the
union, and none for shop
stewards committees or any
bargaining rights.

The tragedy of this strike is
that their own union forced
them back to work. The
inability of the Executive to
take any decision on blacking,
the local District Committee’s
refusal to implement a levy of
even a meagre 5p per member,
-shattered the strikers living on
£13 a week.

Faced with the prospect of
their numbers dwindling they
still stuck out for an extra
week against all the odds for
reinstatement of their sacked
convenor, Fred Hopper.

But even that demand was

refused.

THE DEFEAT of the
Desoutters strike is a bad
day for all trade unionists
and in particular for the
strikers” union the
Amalgamated Union of
Erﬁ:neering Workers.
ree years ago the
AUEW destroyed the Tory
Industrial Relations Act,
and faced crippling legal
fines of hundreds  of
thousands of pounds,
rather than allow a small
employer in Surrey to sack
two AUEW shop stewards.
The AUEW executive
and the North London

The company, knowing the
union was against their own
members, was in a strong
position.

But the tribute to their
courage was that they held a
mass meeting, elected a shop
stewards committee and this

Monday they proudly march-
ed into the factory.

They may have lost this

strike but as Barry Moroney,
said: ‘We have won our dignity
and determination to carry on
the struggle to organise.’

Any money collected for the

What we think

District Committee have
slid a long way since then.

They have acted as if the
Desoutters strike was an
irritating embarrassment
which they wanted to go
away. A proper levy of all
North London members,
organised national black-
ing of all Desoutters
products in the car fac-
tories they supply, mass
picketing of the plant,
could have brought an easy
victory in a matter of
weeks.

Why didn‘t any of this

happen? Part of the ex- -

planation is that the ex-
ecutive is now a right wing
body.

Failed

But the fault for the
collapse of Desoutters is
shared by the North Lon-
don District Committee.
Time and again they failed
to deliver the mostelemen-
tary support. Their failure
allowed the executive off
the hook.

From being a strong

Desoutters  strikers please
send. The Strike Committee
reckon that their total debts

_ add up to over £1,000.

OSend to-: Barry
Moroney, 27 Springfield
Mount, Colindale, London
NWS9.

militant area, north London
engineering has become a
backward and weak area,
which cannot even defend
stewards.

Thousantls of workers
are going to face similar
problems to Desoutters in
the months ahead.

That is why the Rank and
File Conference called for
this November is so impor-
tant. The Conference will
help create a network of
militant shop stewards
committees who will
provide active assistance
for workers on strike.
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Why wasn’t
pensioner
admitted

to ‘work-in’
hospital?

- AN OLD AGE pensioner
died in Hounslow last
week. ,

A few days before his death

the authorities prevented him

from being admitted to
Hounslow Hospital, where a
work-in is in progress.

There are disturbing signs
that this was done deliberately
to try to undermine the work-
in.

Fred Ladyman, a 77-year-
old founder-member of
‘Hounslow = Trades Council,
was to be the fourth person to
be admitted to the hospital
since the beginning of the
work-in. '

He was in hostel accom-
modation and the warden was
due to go on a fortnight’s
holiday. It was felt that Fred
would be better off in hospital
with nursing care rather than
left in the hands of a relief
warden.

So arrangements were made:

to have him admitted to
Hounslow, where there are
about 30 vacant beds for male
patients.

Last Thursday, about 4pm,
a call to Hounslow Hospital
about arrangements to bring
Fred in thdt night was
overheard by a member of the
District Management Team
from nearby West Middlesex
Hospital.

This person contacted the
West Middlesex and a mini-
cab was sent to collect Fred
and take him there, not to
Hounslow. He was taken to
the psychiatric block because
there was no other beds for
him.

Despite the fact there was a
bed at Hounslow waiting for
him. '

Later that evening Fred
collapsed and was rushed to a
medical ward. On Saturday
afternoon he lost con-
sciousness. He died on Mon-
day.

Air strike
stepped up

THE AIR traffic control
assistants’ are stepping up the
picketing in their strike to
force the government to con-
cede their claim which was
agreed two years ago.

The government are using
the assistants as a test case for
their pay policy “and are
refusing to budge.

At Heathrow the assistants
have started picketing the
cargo area.

At Glasgow Airport picket
lines are being respected by
Post Office Engineering Un-

ion, Union of Post Office
~ Workers and Transport and
General Workers Union
drivers.

In order to keep up the
picketing the air traffic control
assistants have appealed to
other Civil and Public Service
Association members ahd the
local labour movement to
support the picket lines and to
raise financial support

Unfortunately some CPSA
members who operate
teleprinters are still working.

It is hoped that they will be-

called out by their executive
committee.

o
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. Workers

at the Wigan and Eccles plants walked out on strike in
protest at appallingly low wages. :

In the Eccles plant the take home pay of a male worker
with a wife and child is just £32 for 40 hours.

CONFUSION

FOR WIRE
WORKERS

1500 wiredrawers in the
Warrington area have been on
strike in pursuit of a £10 a

week wage claim.
The strike i this usually
right wing area of the union

began following threats to Le

Bright Bars’ workers. These
workers along with all other
wireworkers 1n the area had
withdrawn from piecework to
press their claim.

Management threatened
them with suspension so the
workers walked out. They
were joined by all 1500
members of the Amalgamated
Society of Wiredrawers and
Kindred Workers in the dis-
trict, : .

Management at the
Whitecross Works organised a
meeting of their workers in a
bid to get a local settlement.
Regretably shop stewards in
the factory collaborated in
this. No vote was taken.

The meeting ended in pan-
demonium following an
attempt to bar wiredrawers
from other firms, Nevertheless
Rylands’ stewards organised a
return to work. -

This broke the un-
precedented unity in the dis-
trict and caused workers at
some of the smaller factories
to collapse and return.

Workers at Greenings Wire
are still out for the full claim.

GEC blockaded

SOUTH WALES: Pickefs are
preventing the dispatch of
three quarters of a million
pounds worth of colour
televisions from the GEC
plant at Hirwaun in South
Wales, where all 1700 workers
have been out for three weeks
Yor a 30 per cent wage rise.
Average rates of pay on
days are £35 a week and GEC
have only been able to ‘afford’
an insulting 10 per cent offer
out of their assets of £470
million and last year’s profit of
£278 million. '
Luckily for the workers at
GEC, Electrical, Electronic,

Technical Plumbing Trade
Union fulltimers Clarke and
Cahill have rushed to the scene
with the following advice: ‘Go
back to work. At least you’ll
be getting more than you
would on he dole.’

The workers, mostly
members of the electricians
union, rejected this ‘advice’
from their well-heeled officials
by a two to one vote and the
strike coninues.

0O Donations and
messages of support to 31
Clifton Street, Aberdare,
Mid Glam.

LORRY drivers in the
West Midlands have
successfully defied
attempts by the Govern-
ment .to blackmail their
employers into paying no
more than a 10 per cent
wage rise.

Haulage contractors, Brain
Haulage, agreed in August to
pay their drivers 15 per cent.
The Department of Employ-
ment intervened and said that
all Government contracts
would be withdrawn from the
company if they paid any
more than 10 per cent.

The company.gave way to
the blackmail and the men

Workers at Wigan have stayed out in spite of
instructions by full time officials of their union. The
shopworkers, USDAW, to return to work. At Eccles
workers have gone back.

walked out on strike. For four
weeks they organised pickets.
Dockers in Southampton and
Liverpool offered full support,
and the company collapsed.

Dispute

Tommy Sheil, chairman of
the container base and con-
tainer hauliers co-ordinating

committee, told Socialist
Worker:

‘Because we icketed
various docks and  inland

ports and had excellent sup-
port from the trade unionists
in those areas, our dispute was
short. :

‘I hope the Mackies workers

Now a national claim!

A MEETING of representatives of lorry drivers in the
Transport Union met in London last weék to co-ordinate a
national claim for around 34 per cent on their present basic

wage of between £35 and £40,

Negotiations are conducted locally, and are opening now
in Hull and for the whole of Scotland. These are the two

groups who won massive claims a

gainst the Tory

Government’s wage policy in 1973 to 1974.

FUNERAL workers on the
picket line at Manor Park in
East London, in support of
their claim for "a decent
wage.

Joe Goodman told
Socialist Worker - he had
read that morning’s Daily
Mail front page attack on the
strikers. ‘It was diabolical. A
‘bosses’ view. Half of it was

lies.’

Paul Harris added, ‘| don't
know where the Daily Mail
got its information about
overtime from.—It certainly

wasn’t from us. There is no -

overtime. Instead we have
to be on stand by for 24
hours a day, seven days a
week. But we don't get paid
for it.’

win their dispute. I don’s see
why the Government should
get away with these tactics
against Mackies and other
workers. .

‘We are representatives of
working people who get ac-
cused of blackmailing the
country, we don’s see why the
Government should get away

with blackmail.’

Drivers at West Midlands
Road Ways are still on strike
for the same 15 per cent. Like
the Brain Haulage drivers they
were offered 15 per cent and
had it withdrawn because of
Government pressue.

West Midlands Road Ways
is part of the same group of
companies as the giant
building firm, Bovis. They
have made millions out of
highly profitable Government
contracts. Among their other
monumerits in the Midlands is
the appalling Spaghetti Junc-
tion.

Drivers at Barkers, Tipton,
and Peter Shirley Smith in
Birmingham have also receiv-
ed awards of 15 per cent.

Anger as
Leyland
workers
80 back

BRITISH LEYLAND truck and bus

workers at

Leyland, were

blackmailed into going back to work
and accepting the 10 per cent limit

and management’s

deal.

productivity

There were angry scenes at the mass meeting
on Thursday as workers were told that the strike
was unwinnable and a return to work was
recommended by the Joint Shop Stewards.

Lack of confidence

The reason for this became apparent when workers

were told that the aNational

nterprise Board had

informed our trade union leaders that if it didn’t getits
house in order then the NEB felt it could not inject any
more cash into Leyland Motors.

A meeting earlier in the week with the Strike Committee
and trade union leaders confirmed this. The trade uniom

wmh&mhmma*‘-
iﬂichﬁonofthehckofconﬁdenc:intkmu*

OFFICIAL
SNUB AT
CASTINGS

WEST MIDLANDS: We are
now in the third week of our
strike for £10. The manage-
ment say our claim breaks the
Government’s 10 per cent pay
limit and have offered in-
creases based on rises in
productivity of between 10
and 15 per cent.

Even then they have offered
us £3 for the first four weeks,
and then £5.40.

Instead we came out on
unofficial strike.

Bill Baker area organiser of
the AUEW foundry section
has been negotiating on our
behalf but insists that our
action in coming out on
unofficial strike does not merit
making the strike official.

Thanks to his total apathy
(a union sell out) the men face
the prospect of being on the
streets without any official
backing.

O Donations and
messages of sugport to

e

David Barrett 6 d Lion
Close, Tividale, Warley,
West Midlands.

union leaders.

The National Enterprise
Board, and behind them the
Labour Government, tried to
blackmail us into going back
to work. Our full time officials
accepted being blackmailed
and forced our shop stewards
to accept it.

The President of my union,
Hugh Scanlon, says we are
now under free collective
bargaining. But he won't
support us.

nstead we’ve been driven
back to work after three weeks
on strike for exactly what we
were offered before we went
out.

And the Bus and Trucks
Division of British Leyland
made £21 million profit last A

year. i
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Fighting tyranny
N the tunnels

‘WE MUST have every
man in membership or
our organisation will
become a rope of sand.’

That was the watchword
of Durham miners 100
years ago, fighting to de-
fend their freedom to
obtain decent wages and
conditions agai their
employers’ to
exploit them and pile up

by LAURIE FLYNN

proﬁts.

Another group of miners
are engaged in a similar make-
or break struggle.

They are tunnel miners,
organised in a two-year-old
branch of the Transport and
General Workers Union.
Their opponents are tunnell-

17 OCTOBER

THE Grunwicks

Strike Committee
have named Monday

17 October as the

date for restarting the
mass pickets.
‘We hope we’ll see

thousands of people there,’
Mrs Desai, strike treasurer,
told Socialist Worker.

The call for mass pickets is
the last chance the strikers have
of saving the strike.

There have been persistent
reports in the press that the
strikers’ union, APEX, wants to
forget about Grunwicks. The
TUC General Council has
offered no suggestions - for
winning—despite all the noises
of sympathy they've been mak-
ing. .

Roy Grantham, APEX
general secretary, told a BBC
radio interviewer that the
strikers ‘will just have to be
patient.’ He has told the strikers
that the union will not support
their call for renewed mass
picketing.

For the past few months now
no labour movement gathering
has been complete without an
almost ritual call for support for
the Grunwicks strikers. The call
i1s always supported un-
animously.

It is the one cause that

‘L R " -y P

ABOVE: 11
July, the day
we almost won
the Grunwicks
strike.
RIGHT: The
Grunwicks’
-, picket line
- today. That's
why the
strikers need
YOU on

October.

‘respectable opinion’, including
cabinet ministers and top trade
union leaders, have been able to
take to their hearts and use to
pronounce their faith in the
‘rights of ordinary people’.

But still the wicked employer

R sl

retuses to give in.

So in the face of this upstart
boss what do the official leaders
of the labour movement su§gest
the Grunwicks strikers do?

So cowardly are they that
they dare not say it openly. But

0J Contact your shop stewards’ committee,
trade union branch or trades council and make
sure coaches are booked.

MASS PICKET AT GRUNWICKS, Monday
17 October, 6.30am onwards, Chapter
Road, London NW10 (next to Dollis Hill tube
station).

S
e
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everyone

knows that the

picketing this is exactly what

whispers are ‘Better they give
in’, ‘Mustn’t upset Labour’s
election chances with more
violence on the picket line.’
So what do they propose?
They propose to leave the
Grunwicks strikers on the
picket line throughout yet
another winter. :

They hope they will eventual-
ly go away. Unless there is a
wide response to the strike
committee’s call for mass

will happen.

The only way to avoid this
disgrace is to take our cue from
the strike committee and ignore

the official leaders of the move-
ment.

There must be a great
response to their call. We must
prove that workers have the
guts to fight for what they
believe in.

- Unlike the two-faced
cowards who run our un-
ions.

ing contractors like Edmund
Nuttall, Balfour Beatty and
John Murphy.

Until two years ago, when
the tunnel miners achieved 100
per cent trade union organisa-
tion, the employers had a field
day. They would say to men
about to start a shift that they
had to move the tunnel
forward six or seven rings (12
or 14ft) in one shift or they
would be sacked on the spot.

This tyranny meant the
miners had to work fast,
taking risks, cutting back on
timbering and safety. They
had no proper washing and
changing and eating facilities.

Rope

And they had to work a
sixty hour week in five 12-
hour shifts.

Since they forged their
union organisation into a rope
that isn’t made of sand, their
conditions have changed.

They have cut back the
working week to 40 hours,
creating more jobs in a time of
high unemployment. And
without loss of pay.

They have even obliged the
employers to hire labour from
the union’s unemployed list,
thus ending the tyranny of the
blacklist.

Fronting the campaign
against the tunnellers is the
notorious non-union J
Murphy company in Finsbury
Park, North London. They've
refused to take men from the
unemployed list and are using
lumpers from a sub-
contractor called Kayshaw.

But the tunnellers are
fighting back. They've pulled
out their members on 35 sites
throughout the country so far

and are sending round

delegations this week to pull
out more.

Moved

Last week they also oc-

cupied the Murphy’s site and

staged a stay-down strike.

Murphy's applied for a
court injunction. They got it
last week and 400 policemen
moved in to repossess their
hole in the ground.

Police support for the
employers who control this
lawless industry speaks
volumes about the role which
they have to play. It’s their job
to protect the scabs’ so-called
right to work and to deny that
same right to union men.

Murphy’s profound regard
for law and order was shown
recently when they got done
for a £1 million-plus, tax
evasion conspiracy. And their
safety record rivals that of the
asbestos companies.

Not content with police
support, Murphy’s have also
been lobbying the TGWU.
One of the Murphy family
members himself went to
Transport House on Monday
to urge the union to curb the
picket.

Picket

Some union leaders have
told the TGWU members to
do just this. If tempted to do
so, the tunnellers should
remember how far modera-
tion has got the Grunwicks
strikers. Nowhere! '

As the tunnellers’ branch
secretary, Jim Duffy, told
Socialist Worker on Tuesday:
‘They are using every trick
against us.

‘The conditions on this job
are appalling, with men eating
and changing in one lousy hut,
with 12-hour shifts and com-
pulsory six-day-a-week work-
ing.

"We are fighting for the
very existence of our union
and we mean to win. We need
help here on the picket line
and we need financial sup-
port.’

0 Send donations and
messages of support to T
Gallagher, 29 Deanhouse,
;lq\loodbury Grove, London,
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