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Arbitration

Award Won
By Local 574

Minneapolis Union Forces
W age Increases; Triumphs

In Minor Strikes

We reprint the following from
the October 10th Organizer, official
weekly of General Drivers Union
Local 574, Minneapolis:

“The completion of arbitration
with the employers in the transfer
industry has brought an agree-
ment from all companies involved
to increase the minimum rates of
pay.

“The drivers are to receive not
less than 52% cents per hour from
Sept. 15, 1934, to May 31, 1935, and
not less than 55 cents per hour
from June 1, 1935, to May 31, 1936.

“Helpers, platform workers, and
inside workers are to receive not
less than 423 cents per hour from
Sept. 15, 1934, to May 31, 1935, and
not less than 45 cents per hour from
June 1, 1935, to May 31, 1936.

*All members of Local 374 work-
ing in the transfer industry should
now be receiving pay per the above
schednle and they should receive
back pay for the time worked at
the old wage rate since Sept. 15,
1934. Report any violations of this
to union headquarters.

“There shall be no reduction in
wage rates which are in excess of
the above minimum. In a few con-
cerns it has been the past practice
to pay some workers more than
the newly established wage mini-
mums. These wage rates are not
to be reduced. Violations of this
rule should be reported immedi-
ately.

Time and a Third for Overtime

“The arbitration board checked
carefully the code provisions for
hours and overtime wages and
agreed unanimously that the code
provided for overtime payment at
the rate of time and one-third after
eight hours in any one day and for
all Sundays and legal holidays.

*“The exact wording of the amend-
ment to paragraph 8 in the strike
settlement of August 21, 1934, fol-
lows:

“‘Each firm agrees to pay ef-
fective September 15, 1934, and
until the 31st day of May, 1935,
not less than 52ic per hour to
truck drivers, and not less than
423%c¢ per hour to helpers, platiorm

workers and inslde workers as
defined in the August 21, 1934
agreement; and to pay for a per-
iod of one year from June 1,
1935, until May 31, 1936, not less
than 55¢ per hour to truck drivers
and not less than 45¢ per hour to
helpers, platform workers and
inside workers.

“ ‘The hours and overtime rates
provided by the respective codes
shall apply. In figuring over-
time, it shall be based on rate of
wage covered by this agreement.

“It is umderstood that the
minimum wages herein specified
do not apply to boys temporarily
employed on small package deliv-
ery trucks.

“It is further understood that
no wage rates in excess of the
minimums above specified will be

red,u .’ ’»”

The strike settlement set a mini-
mum wage of 50 cents for truck
drivers and 40 cents for helpers,
with arbitration to follow on de-
mand of the union for higher
wages. This clause the Stalinists
denounced for many ‘“reasons’.
One was that the union had been
demanding 523424 cents hourly,
since accepting the Haas-Dunnigan
proposals, rejected by the bosses.
Secondly, the Stalinists (whose
sole functioning union, the furriers,
is subject to the rulings of an ar-
bitration board with an “impartial”
chairman) objected “in principle”
to arbitration of any sort!

Another Bone to Chew On

No doubt we will now read all
about this new ‘“defeat” in the
Daily Worker.

Perhaps the editor will add the
story of the unions “defeat” two
weeks ago at the Ready-Mixed
Concrete Co. Here all the drivers
were dissatisfied because the com-
pany made them report at 7:30
A.M,, only to waste half an hour
or more (unpaid) beifore loading.
Furthermore, three active strikers
were kept off their jobs, although
men hired during the strike were
still at work. When the company
refused to negotiate, the wunion
called a strike of Ready Mixed
drivers, and set up banners.

In response to 574’s appeal, the
building trades workers on a big
construction job refused to accept
delivery from scab drivers. The
strike was settled on the day it was
called. The 7:30 rule was abolished
and remains abolished; the three
strikers were put back on the job
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Poincare Dead;

Slew Millions

Raymond Poincare, war-time
President of France, who re-
tired from active polities in
1931, died 1last week. The
workers of France, and the
world over will not mourn the
passing of this infamous leader
of the capitalists of France. As
President of the Third Republic
from 1913 to 1920, after a long
career of reactionary states-
manship dating from the Drey-
fuss affair, Poincare carried out
the mandate for war given him
by the French bourgeoisie in
1914. It was he who directed
the pact with the Czar, cement-
ing the first big alliance of the
Allies, The workers of today
mourn not the death of Poincare,
but the workers of yesterday
who died as the human arsenal
of French imperlalism.

Stretch - Out
Okayed by
New <Order’

President Roosevelt has affixed
his seal to the Winant report which
tricked the textile strikers back to
work on the miserable slave condi-
tions they had fought and bled to
change.

Over the signature of Franklin
D. Roosevelt appears the ‘*‘Order
for the Textile Work Assignment
Boards”. Translated into simple
English this high sounding name
means research, investigation, in-
quiry, study, but do nothing.

This principal purpose of this
new board, according to the Pres-
idential order, is to study the
“stretch-out” and maintain a bal-
ance between the ‘‘usage of man-
power and machinery in the cotton,
silk and wool textile industries”
and further according to point (2)
that no change in work assign-
ments be made over that of Sept.
21, 1934 ‘“in order to provide op-
portunity to develop a sound meth-
od and an adequate organization. . .”

This is the *‘great victory” hailed
by .Gorman. And for this the tex-
tile workers braved the National
Guards and the deputies, went to
concentration camps, sacrificed 15
of their best fighters and then re-
turned —or staggered — back to
work.

The Old Stretch-Out Remains

The two major demands of the
textile battle which struck at the
roots of the misery of the mill
workers—the 30 hour week and un-
ion recognition—were scuttled by
the Roosevelt board with the con-
sent and connivance of the leaders
of the union. In its stead the Board
munificently offered to study the
stretch-out. Here are the results:
the unbearable speed-up prior to
Sept. 21 is to remain unaltered.

However “pleasing” this may
sound to the ears of the mill oper-
atives, who went out on a general
strike to abolish the stretch-out of

(Continued on Page 4)

Terror Rules

As Spanish
Revolt Ends

United Defense Action of
World Proletariat Sole
Hope of Rebels

The general strike and the armed
insurrection that swept over Spain
during the past two weeks as a
mass protest movement against the
entrance of three Faseist minis-
tries of the Popular Action party,
and which in <oime sections took
on the character of an armed
struggle for power on the part of
the workers, is now virtually over.
In a few localities, however, espe-
cially in the mountainous regions
of Asturias where the miners have
fortified a number of villages and
mining camps, the workers are
still holding their own  valiantly
against the armed forces of the
reaction. The death list in the pro-
vince of Asturias now runs into
many hundreds while the casual-
ties nationally range in the thou-
sands.

Many of the leaders of the revolt

have undergone military trials
and a number of death sentences
Lhave heen decrced. Hundreds if

not thousands of rebels are now in
prison awaiting trial and in some
cases execution. Among these pris-
oners are to he found Francisco
Largo Caballero, president of the
Socialist party, Luis Companys, ex-
president of the (latalonian Gener-
alidad, Manuel Azana, tirst Pro-
visional President of the Republic,
and Angel Pestana, ex-Syndicalist
leader who recently passed over
into the left republican camp with
his ill-starred “Syndicalist Party”
The few military officers who sup-
ported the revolt—and in Catalonia
there were many—have nlso been
court martialled and sentenced to
death.

In its efforts to smash the resis-
tance of the workers, the Fascist
elements in the government will do
their utmost to create a genuine
reign of terror against the whole
labor movement preparatory to
their final effort to seize the whole
power for themselves and set up
an open Fascist dictatorship. The
present coalition government of
Radicals, Agrarians and Fascists
is already showing signs of weak-
ness, however, as is indicated by
the unwillingness to satisfy fully
the blood-thirst of the Fascists,

According to latest reports, the
Cabinet has decided to refer the

death sentences already passed by,

the Military Tribunals, to the Su-
preme Court for reconsideration.

In this breathing space, that can
be won only by means of continued
struggles, the working class can
reorganize and realign its forces,
build its national united front or-
ganization and prepare for the
coming struggles which are bound
to be decisive. The workers of all
countries must show their solidar-
ity with their comrades in Spain
in their present difficulties.

SUBSCRIBE TO THE MILITANT.

“8 hours work.
hours rest.”

This battle cry that set hundreds
of thousands of workers into mo-
tion and drew the class lines sharp
in 1886 gains force once again.

Today, however, with the tech-
nological advances made in indus-
try and the huge strides in the
mechanization of the machinery of
production labor is inseribing on
its banner the fighting watchword:
THY., SIX HOUR DAY AND THE
FIVE DAY WEEK!

The overpowering sentiment for
thirty hours a week is taking hold
in every factory and workshop of
the country. The convention of the
American Federation of Labor has
unanimously adopted a resolution
endorsing this slogan.

“From this convention,” said
Green, “there will go out a united
and determined army that will
drive home the acceptance of the
five-day week and the six-hour day,
and nothing will stop us in the
realization of this economic re-
form.”

These are strong words coming
from a man who only a few days
previously agreed to the Roosevelt
edition of the Old Deal capital-
labor truce. The thunderous ova-
tion that greeted these hypocritical
words reveal Green’s motive only
too clearly.

On the other is the antagonism
of the capitalist class. Avarice and
greed for bigger and bigger profits

8 hours play. 8

with seniority rights.

underlies their almost unanimous

Six-Hour Day, Five-Day Week
Is Now Watchword for Labor

opposition. The mock chorus
screams: “The thirty hour week is
socialism! It will drive us out of
business.”

Roosevelt is a partner in this op-
position. The unoflicial “brain trus-
ter”, Raymond Moley, reported to
an “informal” gathering of indus-
trialists that Roosevelt’s greatest
achievement was staving off the 30
hour week. A reporter in the
Herald Tribune observes that when
the demand for a reduction in hours
gained in force a year ago, Roose-
velt sidetracked it by initiating the
NRA!

“Friends” of the working man
are not wanting today. In congress
the Black-Connery “30 hour week”
bill is awaiting action. Under the
appearance of reducing hours it is in
reality a grandiose stagger system.
No limit is set for a day’s toil. 30
hours is merely a weekly maximum.
This system already prevails in
many industrial establishments to-
day. A sop to the workers, it con-
stitutes no serious improvement of
their conditions.

Bill Green supports the bill!

This is not the thirty hour week
American labor wants. The six-
hour day and five-day week, with-
out reduction of wages but rather
with increases to meet the rising
standard of living—that is what
the workers in Frisco meant when
they applauded Green.

On whom shall the workers rely?
On themselves! On their own
strength and power!

Inspires New
Open Battle

The 1.200 Hungarian coal min-
ers of I’ecs, Hungary, whose grim
“xuicide strike” sent shivers down
the capitalist spine, are now
threatening to strike again—this
time along sounder militant lines.

They charge that they were
“tricked” into settlement. The en-
tire community seethes with re-
sentment and unrest. 'Troops are
still surrounding the village. in
their vain effort to overawe work-
ers already resigned to immediate
death in preference to slow starva-
tion,

“We were crazed with hunger,”
spokesmen for the miners said. “We
did not know what we were agree-
ing to.”

$2 a Week
For more than 100 hours, the
miners remained underground,

without food or water, threatening
mass suicide if their demands were
not granted. They were earning
$2 a week. They were demanding
$3.50.

In vain government agents plead-
ed with them to return to the sur-
flace. In vain their own union lead-
ers, government flunkies for the
most part, tried to intercede. The
miners stationed five stalwarts at
the entrance, armed with pickaxes,
to guard against being “rescued”.
Troops dared not enter for of being
saughtered by the infuriated work-
ers. 'The food that was lowered
was flung back.

A more startling revelation of
the desperation to which capitalism
has driven its slaves can not be
imagined. The labor-crushing die-
tatorship of Geomboes, fearful of
the world scandal that would re-
sult from the mass suicide, pre-
vailed at length upon the mine-
barons, controlled largely by Brit-
ish and French capital, to offer a
settlement,

Many Driven Insane

The terms of the settlement
grauted the men three days work
a week, and a consequent $3 weekly
pay, with Christmas bonuses. The
men accepted, and were removed
from the mine many of them in
stretchers, some driven insane by
their experiences, others to weak
to be moved.

They had gained only a partial
victory, but they had driven their
point into every capitalist strong-
hold in the world.

For never before in history has a
working class group undertaken
such extraordinary measures to
better its conditions. Strikers
have fought the police, the armed
forces of the State, have bared
breasts to bayonets; women have
brought suckling babes with them
to the picket lines. The Molly
Maguires. syndicalists and anar-
chists have used the most desperate
forms of terror as their weapon in
the class war. But never before
have workers so dramatically an-
nounced their willingness at once
to die rather than face slow death
by starvation.

Capitalism Must Go!

Woe to a civilization that can
drive masses of men to such ex-
tremities! It is a festering sore.
It must, it will be obliterated!

Never by suicide! If workers are
to sacrifice themselves in the strug-
gle for better living conditions, let
them go down fighting their ene-
mies, as did their Austrian broth-
ers. Let them take their toll of
the enemy before they go down.
Let their masters, ‘too, get a taste
of what desperation means.

It was not the death of the self-
imprisoned miners that the Goem-
boes government feared, but rather
the anger it would inspire in an
aroused working class. Not the ac-
tion that was taken, but what
might follow.

Nevertheless, it cannot be denied
that the miners have helped to
drive their point home. They have
taught how little life is worth un-
der capitalism.

They have said to the workers
of the world: “You need not starve.
It is better to die!”

And in many a country in the
world today, bourgeois leaders are
shivering in their boots, lest this
lesson be taken to heart, and im-
proved upon. Lest the amendment
be added, as it has been added, by
an infuriated workingclass.

“It is better to die fighting!™

INTERNATIONAL WORKERS
SCHOOL ANNOUNCEMENT

Classes in the International
Workers School have already be-
gun. All those interested who
have not yet registered can still
do so by coming down to the

classes. See page 3 for schedule °

of clasges,

Govcrn ment

Shows Colors
|nHo_|§|_ECase

Attorney GeneralDecision

Reveals N.R.A. Promises
To Be Soap Bubbles

The decision of the National
Labor Relations Board in the case
of the Houde Engineering Corpor-
ation, hailed by the A. F. of L.
fake leadership as ‘“epochal”, is
now to be ditched by the Roosevelt
administration.

It was a trifle too epochal!

The Board had decided that the
Houde Corp. had lost its right to
the Blue Eagle by refusing to grant
its employes the right to organize
for collective bargaining. But the
Houde Corp. grasped the Blue
Eagle firmly by the neck and re-
fused to surrender it.

The NRA Board had selected the
Houde case as one of the strongest
cases ‘of open violation of Section
7a. In the Houde plant, the United
Automobile Workers Union had se-
cured a decisive majority of the
workers as against the ‘company
union. But the corporation refused,
nevertheless, to recognize the A. F.
of L. organization, as representing
its employes, and continued to deal
with its own company union.

Getting Away With Murder!

This was clearly flouting the pro-
viso in Section TA of majority
rule, and it was generally expected
that the Government would sue for
return of the Blue Eagle.

The Department of Justice, how-
ever, refuses to take the case to
court, and Attorney-General Cum-
mings has announced that, in his

opinion, the Government has no
case,
This announcement has been

taken lying down by the NRA labor
boys who are already beginning to
crawl from their previous bold and
blustering attinde.

For if anything is certain, it is
that Aftorney General Cummings
would not have dared so openly to
snub the Labor Board if he were
not sure of President Roosevelt's
silent consent.

Only one recourse remains now
for the automobile workers of the
Houde plant, and that is: Strike!

Only through their own strength
and power can they force recogni-
tion, as did the truck drivers of
Minneapolis, with or without the
Labor Board and its various inter-
mediaries.

But President Bill Green, of the
A. F. of L., who denounces the ac-
tion of the Houde Corporation as
a “challenge to the Government”,
remains silent when the Govern-
ment refuses to accept the chal-
lenge.

This faker is even now planning
his most colossal sellout; attempt-
ing even now to persuade the A. F.
of L. unions to engage in a one-
sided “industrial truce”, which as
always will be binding only to the
workers,

JOIN THE COMMUNIST LEAGUE

Price of Militant
3 Cents on Nov. 1st

On November 1st the price of
the Militant will be raised from
two to three cents. Increased
expenses oblige us to take this
step. The original price reduc-
tion was made in order to boost
the circulation of the paper.
Appreciable gains have bheen
made in this direction. Hun-
dreds of new readers have been
obtained and many workers
have become acquainted with
our organization for the first
time through the Militant. To
accomplish this end we went to
considerable sacrifice, printing
the paper at a deficit. This is
no longer possible. In the mean-
time the M#ilitant has become
more popular and we believe
that our circulation builders
will be at no disadvantage by
the rise in price.

9NegroBoys
Need United

Movement

The skepticism expressed last
week by the Militant as to the val-
idity of Samuel 8. Leibowitz's
claims to represent Clarence Nor-
ris and Haywood Patterson, two of
the Scottsboro boys, has been jus-
tified by subsequent developments.

Leibowitz, who has been a con-
sistent enemy of the idea of a mass
defense campaign, recently dealt
the organized Scottsboro defense
movement what he thought would
be a death blow, After walking
out on the 1.I.D. at a c¢rucial mo-
ment, a development predicted more
than eighteen months ago by the
Commnnist League, Leibowitz,
backed by a handful of Negro par-
sons, announced that the I.I.ID. had
been discharged from the case and
that he would represent the boys
in their appeal to the U.S. Supreme
Court.

It now appears that his claims
were entirely unjustified. The I.L.
D. at any rate, has printed in the
Daily Worker copies of letters
from the two boys and their par-
ents, which place the future of
the case in the LI.D.'s hands ra-
ther than in Leibowitz.'s

It would have been a grave mis-
take, indeed, had the boys, misled
by Leibowitz’s false promises, put
their lives in his hands. This
“mouthpiece” of New York gang-
sterdom is such a fine ‘“friend” of
the boys that in the Decatur, Ala-
bama, courtroom itself he declared
himself in favor of lynching in
prineiple, being opposed to it in
this case only becanse he believes
the boys to be innocent of the
crime of rape.

The IL.D. remains the official
representative of the Scottsboro
boys, and all who are aware of
Leibowitz’s character and inten-
tions will be glad to learn that he
is not going to represent the inno-
cent youths,

(Continued on Page 4)

Write in J.P.Cannon as Your
Vote for New Party in Elections

The working class of New York is confronted with many grave

problems in this coming election.

pressed down by the catastrophic crisis of capitalism; many of their
families have been separated. many of their homes destroyed.

Obviously the workers can gain nothing by voting for the Republi-
Just as a worker cannot support his
boss in the factory, he c¢annot support him on election day.

The workers must gain unemployment insurance, the right to join
unions of their own choosing, a 30-hour week with no reduction in
pay etc., etc. But can they gain these concessions from the capitalists
by merely writing in &« name on the ballot? NO!

Voting is only one of the ways the workers can apply pressure on
the capitalist government, and not the most important way at that.
We say to you openly, “You will not gain these concessions by merely
writing in the name of our candidate on the ballot, even if‘he wel:e
elected. You will never vote Socialism into power by the ballot.”

You can only gain major concessions from the capitalists when
you possess and are led by a strong, able revolutionary party.

can and Democratic parties,

SUCH PARTY EXISTS TO-DAY.

The workers can have no faith in the ability of the timid reform-
ists of the Socialist Party to lead them in their battle against the

capitalists.

The Communist Party (Stalinists) has proved itself incompetent
It has completely discredited itself
before the working class by its bankrupt policies in America and in
the rest of the world where defeat after defeat has been the result of

to pursue a revolutionary policy.

its efforts.

The task of the hour for the working class, therefore, before which
all other tasks pale into insignificance, is the building of a new revo-
lutionary parly which will be able to wring concessions from the
capitalist class, abolish the system of hunger and unemployment and
lead the workers onward towards a workers’ republic.

What is necessary in this election is that the leftward moving
workers of this state show their sympathy and their solidarity with
the building of a new revolutionary party in this country.

YOU ARE SUPPORTING THE BUILDING OF THIS REVOLU-
TIONARY PARTY BY WRITING IN THE NAME OF JAMES D.
CANNON OF THE COMMUNIST LEAGUE OF AMERICA ON THE
BALLOT, FOR GOVERNOR OF NEW YORK STATE.

—New York Distriet, Communist League of America.

For five years they have been

NO

PRICE 2 CENTS

Left Wing is
Crucial Issue

In A.F.of L.

Forward Step of_lndustrial
Unions Is Checked by

Reactionary Leaders

The American Federation of La-
bor Convention. just concluded.
was marked by the conflicting is-
sues running through all of its ses-
slons. At times they rose to con-
siderable heights and compelied the
inauguration of progressive steps
despite all reluctance and misgiv-
ings, only to be smothered again
when meeting the still impregnable
barriers of reuction. Conflicting
forces were at work. Of course,
this was not yet expressed in a
conscious left wing, or progressive
wing, giving battle to the reaction-
ary hierarchy in control of its
whole craft union structure, but
rather expressed in the fact that
this hierarchy faced at every step
the shadow of their powerful home
constituency of an awakening mass.
of a militant rank and file show-
ing signs of restlessness and rebel-
lion.

The latter had some of its own
representatives in  the convention
halls. They came mainly from the
newly organized federal unions in
the mass production industries.
They did not dispose of hundreds
of votes, as did the officials from
the international unionsx: they were
neither glib-tongued masters of
demagogy nor trained in parlia-
mentary convention mhaneuvres, but
their presence served as a constant
reminder hounding the officialdom
with the spectre of the powertul
home constituency.

Dilemma of Labor Skates

On the one side of the conflicting
issues was the impact from the
head-on attacks throughout the
country against union organization
and against the recent strikes by
the employers thoroughly alarmed
by the working class militancy dis-
played. To the A. F. of L. official-
dom it presented a dilemma. It is
firmaly wedded to capitalism in
theory and in practice, but it faced
at the same time the enormous pres-
suref rom the awakening rank and
file workers demanding more ini'i-
tant policies and more militant
methods to meet the attacks,

This leadership itself, united by
reactionary ideology, reflected the
conflicting issues in its attempt to
chart the course of the trade union
movement for the immediate fu-
ture. Some of the officials sponsored
progresgive moves of one character
while others would take a like
position on other issues. 1In this
they expressed their bewilderment
aroused by the new conditions they
find themselves in. But all of them
combined in reactionary utterances
and maneuvers to throw up new
barriers to stem the tide of devel-
oping labor militancy.

The Industrial Union Issue

Undoubtedly the outstanding

focus of these conflicting issnes at
the A. F. of I.. convention is repre-
sented in the definitely progressive
move toward industrial unionism.
Contrasted to this, however, was
the just as decidedly reactionary
jurisdictional dispute in the Build-
ing Trades Department. The step
toward industrial unionism finally
agreed upon after long debate in
the resolutions committee and ad-
opted by an overwhelming conven-
tion majority will have far-reach-
ing significance in all future A. F.
of L. developments. That shonld
by no means be minimized. It is
true that so far the industrial un-
ion basis is to cover only the unions
in the automobile, aluminum, and
cement industries. It is true also
that it is explicitly declared that
there is to be no interference with
the craft union prerogatives else-
where. Nevertheless this step de-
finitely marks the heginning of a
change of the A. F. of 1. from a
craft union fo an industrial union-
basis.
It is the first serious =ign of its
attempt to adjust itself to the re.
quirements imposed by the prob-
lems of unionization under modern
industrial conditions, at least in-
sofar as organizatignal form is
concerned. This is the one most
Important sign of progress within
the main trade union body which
is set into motion by the changes
in the national economy of the
country, the regroupment of class
forces which is taking place and
the wide spread working class
awakening, organization and mili-
tancy.

The Scramble for Spoils
On the other side of the picture
is the intense and bitter jurisdice-
tional dispute in the Building
Trades Department which is again
bringing to the fore in a most acute

(Continued on Page 4)
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REVIEWING
THE NEWS

“Peace! Peace! Where There Is
No Peace”

The Daily Worker of Oct. 3, in
its column, “World Front”, takes a
justly deserved wallop at Mr. R.
Smith, ¢hairman of the British La-
bor Party. “Passing to the question
of war, Mr. Smith, shielding the
role of the British imperialists, de-
clared: '1f war is in the air—cau-
tious fellow this Mr. Smith with
bis ‘if'—it is primarily the result
ot lheadstrong, grasping imperial-
ism in the Far Bast and the bar-
parous, brutalizing Fascism of Eu-
rope”.—While the Daily Worker
writes in a pugnacious mood
against those who cover up the war
schemes of American, British and
French imperialism it might throw
a few punches at the head of Karl
Radek. Radek, writing in the *D.
w.", placed the danger of war on
Germany and Japan, without ever
a qualifying “primarily”. At least
this much can be said of the Labor
party chief as compared with the
Stalinist press agent, he did put in
the word “primarily” and also he
did take in all European Fascist
nations as war-makers, including
1taly, and that’s more than Radek
did in the "D.W.”

*® * *
Results of Bureaucratie
Degeneration

‘the shocking debauchery in a
number of Soviet schools reported
in last weck’s papers is one of the
results of the strangling of the
Bolshevik parvty by the Ntalinist
bureaucracy. With the voice of the
party silenced, characterless bu-
reaucrats raised to office through
their subservience to the hierarchy
«assumed the role of medieval po-
tentates, forcing girl students to
ving and dance before them”. The
death sentence on three of the re-
sponsible officials, though highly
deserved, does not solve the prob-
lem. The building of a new Bol-
shevik party around the nucleus of
Boishevik-Leninists is necessary for
that. To assist in that task we of
the Communist League must dedi-
cate ourselveg. To speak out that
which is. to call degeneration by
its proper name is the task of all
honest revolutionists. “These dis-
graceful conditions passed unnot-
iced by the Communist Party in the
Institute”, says the Central Com-
mittee in Moscow. To say that such
conditions could continue side by
side with a Bolshevik party is a
slander against Bolshevism,

* * *
Roses and the Thirty Hour Week

A dispateh from Washington to
the Detroit News says: “Moley has
peen telling the industrial leaders
that Roosevelt’s supreme service so
tar has been the warding off of
currency inflation, the 30-hour work
week and the soldiers’ bonus. . . .
And the way to avert these meas-
ures in the future, is to select a
Congress which is unmistakably
under the thumb of the President.”
AMiss Perkins, representing the
Prex and one of those most thor-
oughly under his thumb, appears at
the A. F. of L. convention. Roses,
c¢heers and a touching introduction
by President Green was her recep-
tion. Here the role of the “Labor
Lieutenants of Capitalism” and the

demnagogic  capitalist politicians
meet and merge.
* * *

The Hearst Press and Leon Trotsky
An imaginative story of the pres-
ence or expected early arrival of
Leon Trotsky was printed in the
Hearst press. Its purpose is to stir
up reactionary sentiment against a
visa for Trotsky. And then comes
the check-up from Paris, *“Leon
Trotsky, world revolutionary, re-
ported plotting to enter the United
States secretly, is still in France—
in enforced seclusion. French Se-
cret Service has been ordered to
keep ‘Trotsky under surveillance
and out of polities.”
* * *
“(Class Brothers” or “Fascist Twins”
The Y.C.L. in a letter to the Y.P.
S.1. says they are for a united
front with the Young Socialists
whom they regard as ‘“class broth-
ers” but not with the counter-revo-
lutionary Trotskyists and Love-
stoneites. (Evidently they haven't
heard of Lovestone’s latest hope of
getting back to the C.L) The
young gentlemen of the Y.C.L. must
think that memory of men is short.
Did they not issue an Org. Bulletin
after Hitler came to ‘power? And
didn’t they charge at that time,
that Trotskyites were counter-rev-
olutionaries precisely because they
tavored a united front with the So-
cialists? And further, does John
Little dare to <challenge Stalin’s
theory that Social Democracy and
Fascism are twins? A “class broth-
er” of a ‘twin to Fascism”—that’s
the Y.C.L. —BILL.

PHILADELPHIA
HALLOWEEN PARTY
Saturday, October 27, 8:30 PM.
1207 North 5th St.

For benefit of “New Party Fund”
Refreshments Entertainment
Admission 20c
Auspices: Philadelphia Local,
Communist League of America

BOR0O PARK OPEN FORUM
HUGO OEHLER
will speak on
EUROPE AFLAME!
Friday, October 26, at 8 P.M.
1281 49th Street, Brooklyn

Lessonsofthe
Revolt in
Spain

The world-stirring heroism and
militancy of the Spanish proleta-
riat, strengthening the Austrian ex-
perience, points again to-the lesson
that the working class can and
will fight Fascism. Given the
slightest opportunity the workers
will take their stand on the barri-
cades. The will to power is clear
in the Spanish events. But victory,
here as elsewhere, hinged on revo-
lutionary leadership—a party. The
following analysis does not pretend
ot finality.

Weaknesses of the Uprising

1. Lack of previous preparation
through the development of partial
struggles through which the prole-
tariat could be strengthened and
the enemy weakened prior to the
insurrectionary act itself. Once the
situation had developed however to
the point when Lerroux announced
the composition of Dbis cabinet, it
was then, evidently, too late to
back out. Through the provocation
of Lerronx, the workers were
forced into an abortive movement
for the seizure of power when the
real task was but to check the ad-
vance of Fascism.

2. Lack of a coordinated, na-
tional, well functioning united
front movement. The Workers Al-
linnces existed in certain provinces
and regions only. In spite of the
insistence of the International Com-
munists and other minority groups,
the Socialist party prevented the
establishment of the National
Workers Alliance. The C.N.T. and
its anarchist leadership remained
aloof from the Workers Alliances
with the exception of Asturias. The
Stalinists joined the Workers Alli-
ances at the last moment. ]

3. No appreciable section of the
army came forward in support of
the insurrection. The cases in
which the army refused to fire on
the workers, were not suflicient to
indicate any real undermining of
the morale of the armed forces.
Nuelei work within the army on
the part of the revolutionary groups
was entirely too sporadic and to-
tally insuflicient. Furthermore, the
lack of clarity as to aims on the
part of the workers gave rise to a
natural hesitancy of the soldiers
who are influenced most by the de-
termination of the revolutionary
class to take power.

All three of these vital defects
in the October revolt arise from a
single common’ cause: the lack of
a communist party, capable theor-
etically and organizationally to
give leadership and guidance to
the Spanish working class. The
Socialist party and the Anarchists
have both shown their complete in-
ability to play the vanguard role,
while the Stalinists have also con-
tributed their two cents towards
the defeat. Fortunately for the
workers the Stalinists were not
strong enough to do either much
good or very much harm. The In-
ternational Communists, who could
have contributed real value in the
field of theory, were too small nu-
merically and too isolated, to play
a decisive role. The need of a van-
guard workers’ party, if victory is
to be achieved; is once more dem-
onstrated by the events themselves.

Indications are that there will be
a breathing space of more or less
limited duration before the Fas-
cists feel themselves strong enough
to take over full power under a
dictatorship of their own. In this
interval, and in spite of the repres-
sions that are certain to follow the
crushing of the revolt, the Spanish
labor movement will still have cer-
tain possibilities of functioning on
a semi-legal basis. During this
period a series of splits and real-
ignments will take place. The So-
¢cial Democracy will almost cer-
tainly split into two or more
groups, and sections of the party
with the majority of the Socialist
Youth can be expected to declare
themselves in solidarity with the
idea of the Fourth International.

The crisis in the Anarcho-Syndi-
calist movement can be expected to
intensify in the coming period and
we can now predict a definite break-
up or reorientation of their whole
movement. The bulk of Anarcho-
Syndicalist workers can be expect-
ed to follow the Syndicalist Liber-
tarian Federation and the Asturias
section of the C.N.T. in the tremnd
away from anarchism and towards
political action. The more advanced
elements of the S.L.F. may soon be
found supporting the idea of build-
ing a new Communist Party in
Spain together with the present
Communist Left (Internationalists)
‘and the Communist elements of the
Socialist Youth and S. P.

Simultaneous with the efforts to
build the new revolutionary party,
the Internationalist Communists
of Spain will persist in their work
of forging the National Workers
Alliances and of transforming
these embryonic Soviets into effec-
tive organisms capable of express-
ing the will of the great toiling
masses of the country.

There is very little time left for
the proletariat of Spain. They
must reassemble their forces,
strengthen and extend the Workers
Alliances, future organs of their
class power, and build the new
Communist Party capable of lead-
ing them to victory in the final de-

cisive battle with. Fascism that is
yet to come.'—ROSALIO NEGRETE

IN THE TRADE UNIONS

Seamens 'Strike”’
Flops

The attempt on the part of the
Stalinist controlled Marine Work-
ers Industrial Union to tie up the
East Coast has come to an ignomi-
nous eud. The *strike” has just
been called off. Under the infal-
lible leadership of the official C. P.
there can, of course, be no defeats,
go that when something goes wrong
with one of its pet tactics, a fancy
name has to be invented to cover
up the mess, For this latest fail-
ure the editorial staff of the Daily
Worker has tricked up the name
“Organized retreat”. In plain Eng-
lish, however, it means that the
attempted seamen’s strike was a
flop. The events leading to this
lntest piece of crazy Stalinist ad-
venturism are as follows:

The International Seamen’s Un-
ion, like all other A. F. of L. unions,
has in spite of reactionary leader-
ship of the worst sort, been exper-
fencing a new lease on life. Forced
by a wave of resentment against
rotten conditions, the L.8.U. threat-
ened to tie up the Atlantic sea-
board on October 8, unless the
shipping companies recognized the
union and granted better condi-
tions. However, n few days before
the strike date, the bosses consent-
ed to arbitrate the matter before
the Labor Board. The 1.8.U. lead-
ership, therefore, called off the
strike. We haven’t much use for
the A. F. of L. officialdom, and
their invariable dependence -on the
governmental machinery of the
NRA to help fight a union's battles.
This tendency has to be fought
tooth and nail. But neither have
we much use for the adventurist
tactics with which the Stalinist-in-
spired Marine Workers Industrial
Union fought this A. F. of L. offi-
cialdom.

For the Stalinists, thinking that
they could take advantage of the
strike sentiment among the seca-
men, decided to call a strike on
October 8 anyway, over the heads
of the 1.8.U. leadership, expecting
that the rank and file would flock
to the leadership of the M.W.1.U.—
the regular united-front-from-below
stuff !

Ballast and Nolise

The M.W.1.U., like most T.U.U.L.
unions, is largely a paper organiza-
tion on the East coast. Indeed just
how papery it is can be seen by the
fact that only a few hundred men
responded to the strike call, a good
many of these bring unemployed,
instead of the 35,000 the leaders
claimed would respond. Likewise,
being intent all these years on
building T.U.U.L. uniong, the Stal-
inist strategists never had devel-
oped a left-wing movement in the
1.S.U. So that, although there was
among the seamen a basis for the
strike, there was no basis at all on
which the Stalinists counld take
leadership of that strike.

The I.8.U. ordered its men to
stay on the job, a vicious red scare
was started by the I1.S.U. leaders
and the bosses, to which the Stal-
inists with their usual trade union
perspicacity left themselves wide
open, and those few 1.8.U. militants
who had jobs, and didn’t want to
seab even though their own union
wasn't on strike, lost these jobs
and will now probably be lost as a
leavening in the LS.U. In fact, the

would-be great strike was nipped
even before it got started.

So now the Stalinists. are beating
an -“organized retreat’. As the
Daily Worker puts it: “‘Only the
united efforts of the ship owners,
the government, and the 1.8.U. and
I.L.A. officials succeeded in pre-
venting the seamen from develop-
ing the strike on a mass basis.”
What an excuse for an “‘organized
retreat”. What did the great (. .
minds expect from the bosses, the
NRA and the 1.8.U. officials if not
attempts to wreck the Stalinist
maneuver? The real reason why
the Stalinists failed in *‘developing
the strike on a mass basis” is be-
cause they had no basis in the mass.
Without having a real foothold
among the organized seamen, they
attempted a putsch, using their
own paper union as a base,

When the Minneapolis  truck
strike was in progress, the leaders
in that struggle tried to get the
rest of the unions in the town out
on a 48 hour sympathy strike with
the truckmen. These efforts failed
largely because left wing influence
in these unions was not strong
enough to force the A. F. of L.
bureaucrats to take this step. The
Stalinists to this day condemn the
Minneapolis leaders for not calling
a general strike anyway. These
Stalinists have now had a chance
to show. whether their policy of is-
suing strike calls “‘over the heads
of the leadership™ works. 1t does
not. Among the seamen it merely
spread confusion and cost some
militants, whom the Stalinists have
| miseducated, their jobs.

Whether the . P. trade union
strategists will ever learn that the
only way you can influence work-
ers is to have roots in the organ-
izations to which these workers be-
long is questionable. For the les-
son the Stalinists draw from their
attempted East coast strike is *‘to
build an opposition in the Interna-
tional Seamen’'s Union” which
sounds sensible but is contradicted
by the fact that they also will
“puild the Marine Workers Indus-
trinl Union™. —B.B.

In the Philadelphia
LL G W. U

Philadelphia.—The leaders of lo-
cal 50 1.L.G.W.U. have always hated
to call membership meetings, espe-
cially now when there are so many
new elements who are not so easily
handled. So that under one pretext
or another, there has been no mem-
bership meeting for almost four
moiths.

The loeal is divided into two
branches, silk and cotton dress and
blouse, and they meet separately.
The codes for silk dress and blouses
were fixed last Fall, but great dif-
ficulties were encountered with re-
spect to the cotton dress code since
it is a much larger industry, prac-
tically unorganized and is consid-
ered part of the cotton wear code
by the bosses, who are fighting to
keep the minimum wage very low.

Last week, directly after work,
a meeting was finally called of the
cotton and blouse branch, for the
purpose of discussing new develop-
ments with regard to the cotton
code as well as general conditions
in the trade.

After a long wait the meeting
started and the secretary began to

read the minutes of three executive
board and one joint hoard meeting.
The minutes of the last executive
meeting was what most interested
us as it contained the following for
approval: 1—Anti-Fascist und. 2
—(otton Code. 3—Five Dollar tax
on members, decided by the May
convention. 4—Union educational
program, and H—Ferreting out the
Communist party.
The Smoke-Screen

Meanwhile the manager, Reis-
berg, arrived and the minutes of
the last Executive were asked to be
discussed and approved. The Stal-
inist opposition immediately got in-
to action. All questions concerning
thie every dayv problems confronting
the workers in the shops were for-
gotten and they only wanted to
take up and discuss Faxcism. The
meeting was turned into one long
wrangie between the Stalinists and
Reisberg over this question.

The workers became restless,
having come directly from work.
Particularly, the new inexperienced
members who were making as low
as five and six dollars a  week,
looked bewildered and confused
and didn't know what all the shout-
ing was about. Some began to walk
out of the meeting.

At this point I took the floor and
said that it would be a good thing
to discuss such an important mat-
ter as PFascism after we took up
the cotton code and the possibility
of raising the minimum which is
only thirteen dollars a week and to
do xomething about the general
conditions in the trade, wage cuts,
ete.  The workers vigorously ap-
proved what I said, but both Reis-
berg. the right winger and the
Stalinists were against my sugges-
tion.

Reisberg then decided to rule the
meeting, refusing to allow any dis-
cussion, He spent the rest of the
time explaining Fascism and the
importance of helping its vietims in
Turope. Nomeone tried to make a
motion to elect delegates to the
Chicago Conference Agninst War
and Fascism but he ruled it out of
order, He then reported on the
union educational program and
then eame to the cotton code,

The “Nice” Bosses

In discussing the cotton code. he
turned to me and accused me of
wanting a strike but 1 was to be

“nice enough” to grant the thirty-
six hour week and minimum wage
of %13 a week. He then launched
into an attack against the neéw
members for not paying dues, for
being so impatient for better con-
ditions and demanding that they
pay the five dollar tax in order to
send organizers around.

As 1 stated before, the workers
are working part-time and making
very little, so that during his en-
tire speech, not the Stalinists but
the new elements were constantly
interrupting. Since it was getting
late the meeting was adjourned and
nothing really was accomplished.

This union bureaucrat, Reisberg,
is able to run meetings in this
manner, because we haven't a clear-
cut left wing opposition, working
out left wing policies in the union.
There is no cooperation between
the various progressive groups and
the workers, feeling nothing is
done at meetings, stay away. A
genuine left wing opposition must
be butlt,

—PHILA. CLOTHING WORKER
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Some Fﬁndamcntal Asﬁects of YOl;th Work

1.Basis of”’Y outh Problem”

By ALBERT GLOTZER

The movement to create the| dealing with the subject of the ece-
Fourth International must also en-{ nomic struggles of the young work-
deavor to build simultaneously, the| ers.
new communist youth internation- A second vital matter, which ac-
al. It is unnecessary to belabor the |  ,jres particular youth significance,
point by declaring that the youth| .q,ecially with the rise of imperial-
have either been underestimated} g, 4nd the attendant colossal
and misunderstood, or that their| growth of armaments and war, is
movements have been horribly mal-| the question of anti-militarism and
treated, as a result of the petty-|(he struggle against war. In this

bourgeois prejudices of social de-| ga)g the youth are the heaviest suf-
mocracy and the factional abuses of | orers.

Stalinist revisionism. All this is
true enough, but these truths do
not erase the fact that when the
Young Communist International
was organized in 1919, it was foun-
ded upon cotrect principles and
enjoyed a healthy growth for sev-
eral years. With the victory of
Stalinism the organization ceased
to grow. For more than ten years
the communist youth movement has

Thirdly. we are confronted with
a system of eapitalist edueation,
the aim of which is to train a ser-
vile youth that will be ready to an-
swer the beck and call of the mas-
ter class. Beginning with the chil-
dren. through the schools, the press,
radio, sports, etc., the ruling class
molds a “bourgeois minded'” youth.

The youth work then is divided
into three essential fields:

a) the economic struggles of the
young workers;

b) anti-militarism and the strug-
gle against war: and,

c¢) socialist education,

The =special character of the

til today it is an almost noun-exist-
ent factor in the geneval political
and organizational life of disinte-
grating Stalinism.

In the course of this past decade,
the principles upon which the com- 1
raunist youth movement was built | YOUUR workers (physical and men-
have ecither been forgotten. ot else tal immaturity) and his particular
pushed back so far into the ar- status in the capitalist social order
make necessary the existence of a
special youth organization. If the
principles never existed. Now it is working class ix to emancipate it-
necessary to restate them in a lan- self from the yoke of capitalism it
guage s‘0 plain that no possible muxt devote Sl?l'ciill efforts to over-
misunderstandings can arise. The]0me¢ “bourgeois prejudices” toward
restatement of  these principled the yon.th. to liquidate as speedily
concepts should serve ax a gulde ag possible a “natural” antagonism
for all our young comrades in their lmt\w'«'n the :‘ldults and youth, with
work toward rébuilding the com- !hv aim of simultaneously neutral-
munist vouth movement. izing the influence of capitalism

\Vhil(; it is trne that Stalinism|upon this section of the proletariat
and winning them to the banner of
the revolution. * The workers move-
ment as a whole must aid in the
bnilding of the youth movement,
help to solve its problems, supply
leadership to it, ete.

THE ROLE OF THE YOUTH

chives of the pseudo-Bolsheviks
that for all practical purposes these

with all its vicious theories and
practices unavoidably brought de-
struction upon a healthy and grow-
ing youth international, not every
error committed by the youth can
be explained with the terse re-
joinder: Stalinism. There are a
number of problems which confront ORGANIZATION

the vonth movement that are and 1t follows from the above that if
were, even for the Y.C.I. in  its]the general problems of the youth
early years, experimental in char-Jare bound up with the struggle of
acter.  AnqQ it could not be other-] the working class as a whole, and

wise. There is no way of testinglits tasks are special ones adapted
many youth problems exceptflor winning the broad masses of
through the method of experiment.|young workers, the youth movement

disappointed as the bosses wel_e!'l‘he experiments in order to de-]cannot play the role of an “indi-

termine correct paths were rudely ] vidual, independent, political revo-
interrupted shortly after they had|]lutionary onganization”. At the
begun, and we are still at a stagef present period of development it is
where we must independently solve, ] not necessary for us to begin the,
through practice, problems of youth{investigation into the character of
rganization and activity. In" our] the Party and the youth organiza-
work of reconstructing the commun-] tions. That has been done well by
ist youth on an international basis, | the 2nd Congresses of the Commu-
we should therefore, always be ready | nist International and the Young
to discuss and experiment with new { Communist International. The Party
ideas and proposals which, toge-]is the leader of the working class.
ther with a persistent activity]The Party gives political direction
among the masses of youngework-!to the class as a whole; it is the
ers, will lead to a solution of such|] vanguard of the proletariat. His-
problems. But before we can dojtory permits no dispute in this
this it is necessary to know where| question. The youth organization
to begin, and for- this purpose thelis only a section of the organized
writer presents in brief form, an] working class which is dependent
outline of the fundamental ques-{upon the party for political guid-
tions of youth work. On the basisjance. Its particular field of work
of an understanding and applica-jis among the young proletarians
tion of the following it will be pos-| whom it seeks to win to the side of
sible to proceed more intelligently { the working class. Thus youth
and vigorously in realizing ourjwork is a specialized tield of Party
goal. work. That is why the Y.C.I. in
The rise of world fascism, which | 1922 described the youth organiza-
recruits great numbers from thejtion in the following manner:
youth in society, demands more *. .. the young communist organ-
than the stereotyped attitude to-|]izations are MASS organizations
ward this problem that is usuvally | for communist militant eduecation
prevalent in the workers movement:|of the working class youth, the
we must win the youth. A good | SCHOOL in which the young work-
barometer of the success of thelerse an be instructed in the mass
revolutionary internationalists will | struggle for communism”.
be present in its ability to realize The youth organization cannot be
the support of the youth to its|a mere “cultural” organization, be-
theory and practice. cause it is impossible to distinguish
¥ o % the struggle for culture from the
The “youth problem” arises out]general class struggle. Neither can
of the very nature of the capitaiist|it be a pure *“educational” organ-
social order. It becomes particular-|ization because the education of the
ly acute with the development of]proletarian youth without partici-
the imperialist stage of capitalism | pation in the class struggle would
which absorbs ever greater num-]not lead to the creation of the type
bers of youth into industry, thus|of organization we are seeking. The
accentuating one of t