Ea,

SRR

ents that women must be able to
nirol theu own bodles and repmduc-

issue cvery since, ‘as the right wing has

sought to circumvent the rulmg, with the
" goal of eventually reversing it alto-
ether: These attempts  have included
passage of the Hyde Amendment, which

An_ all- but forgotten epnsode in the
1980 presidential campaign is rising up
to haunt the Reagan administration.

No one paid much attention in 1980
when then-Republican congressman
David Stockman told a group of his
Michigan constituents that he had
helped Reagan prepare for his debate
with then-prwdent Jimmy Carter with
the aid of a ‘“pilfered copy”” of Carter’s
debate ‘‘briefing book.” When Time

article about the ‘‘pilfered papers” in
February 1981, his editors thought it was
100, ﬁnimportam to print. Evea after
Barrel; briefly discussed the incident in
his :m ‘book on the Reagan adminis-
t.tatmn Gambiing With Histery, no one
a few former Carter
taff members—got very

ttee wﬁh Jjurisdiction “over
ethics, began asking Reagan’s

. abortion

reporter Laurence Barrett wrote an

~Revelations that the Reagan campmgn,
staff had mMgctzwd CIA agents

banned the use of federal (Medicaid)
funds for poor women seekin
tions, and a slew of local and state
all designed to limit women’s
have an-abortion, -

It was the:legal challenge to
dditter laws that once’ agditl brots
issue before the -

Court.

In its most recent ruling, handed
down on June 15, the court threw out
various restrictive laws, of which an

{Continued on page 6)

) ebuiegat@

ricks-

counter-accusations all adding up to:
“Don’t blame me, it was the other guy.”’
Stockman, now head of the Office of
Management and the Budget, admitted
he had used the “pilfered papers,”’ but
said he got them from David Gergen,
White House communications director,
who had coordinated the Reagan cam-
paign’s debate prepamuons. Gergen at
first demed seeing the papers, but later
‘“‘discovered’* hundreds of pages of
Carter campaign documents in a file
labeled ‘‘Afghanistan.”” James Baker,
White House chief of staff, said he got
the briefing book from William Casey,
who headed Reagan’s campaign and is
now director of the CIA. Casey in turmn
more or less called Baker a Har.@
Meanwhile; carloads of stolen Carter
campaign materjal were ‘turning up in
Reagan files all over the country, includ-
ing documents implying that Reagan
adviser Edwin Meese and oih‘er'top aides
knew of a ngamte %’mte House
mole” on the ‘Carter ‘campaign

i
i
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would be guaranteed to high
sshom stuaents upon gradua-

life experiences that would be a
regular part of their program.
Books and other reading miate-

schoot \aou‘d g0 far in makmg
education more relevant, Clean

and healthful
windows, would certainly bs on
their list of needs.

~aily have a one-point pro-
gram—merit pay for teachers.

This program would give a few
weachers higher pay, at the dis-
i f the administration. It
ce teachi to work
hours of overtime—most
teachers already work some—in
an attempt to gain back some of
the pay we’ve lost from infle-
tion during the past 10 years.
ificial ways of measuring
success would be de-
asting a lot ¢f educa-
funds, but not really im-
proving education.

Not to be cutmaneuvered by
the Dems Reagan has taken up

has more concern for our
children than we do. In fact,
what he has done is cut the
;ederal education budget by
and now he’s getting
send our yo to
ai America to fight in a
war which will benefit his rich
capitalist friends.

The starting poim of a decent
ed.;caf‘m systemn in this country
vement of parents,
and students that takes

system which really educates

Elaine Scott
Los Angeles

On global

trcce war

Dear Torch,
In your Aprii i5-May 14,
1983, newspaper you wro'e an

faced with something like
xhy a lot of
¢ to prison. Un-
e big one that

the i to live and
t hope and
some way the
problems can
be a

the will

Bobby D /SOn
Huntsville, TX
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up and fights for an education ~

clearand
enlightening

F@;’mr’ring

Dear Torch,

r to the
to receiv-
e cxear and

have been reading left-w
press for many years, but do n
find any other current publica-
t presents facts so con-
and clearly on compli-
and sometimes confusing
issues as you do.

I rarely write letters like this
to newspapers, but your last
paper inspired me to do so. The
mplex situation in Southeast
ith the many factions
and political forces, has been
nothing less than bewildering to
me; especially in light of my
past participation in actions and
demonstrations on the issues in
Scutheast Asia, I mus
two page explanati
the events and I was able to
grasp and understand and per-
haps deplore what forces e
and are at play there.

I look forward to future

editic and your continued
high celiber reportir
Sincerely,
Clara Ghinge'=
Yonkers, K¥

Torch warmly
received
at TDC

yet the faith and belief that I
have in the ‘“‘people’” has not
u :lined or faltered any.
‘Power belongs to the people”
and it is through the diligent
efforts of those responsible for
the publication Torch that the
people can come to realize and
rstand all that it takes to
the Power t s ours—
esently not { ours. We
come a long way in our
struggle for ‘“‘human rights”’
and in the final analysis, we
shail have “‘human rights for ali
oppressed and poor peoples of
orid.”” A L Continua!
Dedar Deda Kimithi
Retrieve Siave Plantation
Angleton, TX

vid like
to join RSL

Dear Torch:

I received your letter dated
June 28, 1983. I feel an obliga-
tion to write and express my
almmuauon to v and the

for making available 10 me each
month the Torch/La Antorcha
newspaper. I also firmly believe
in and appreciate what the Re-
volutionary Socialist League
stands for and I sir
for thie unlimited ads
of the RSL.

I will send a donation to the
Revolutionary Socialist League
next week, at which time [ will
have received something to
donzie. Also in the very near
future I wish to, if possible,
have a write up concerning the
so-called justice system here in
Mississippi.

Also I wish very much to
know how Fcould join the RSL.
I would like very much to join,
and to be of any assistance that
I cou !d possibly provide.

Respectf

F yours,

TN Grady D. Harris

Comrades,

I am most pleased to address
this letter to the Torch Be-
cause of those that en indi-
self 1o
scriber to the Teorch, I

I have been a subscriber for
several years now and each
anxiously await the
af the Torch. Though
there are some times when my
captors refuse to allow some
Torch publications to be viewed
by-myself and others, we realize
the motives bemnd denymg us

‘branded”’ (xe a
rebeihous and revolutionary
prisoner) within this system
Zalled TDC (my interpretation
is Texas Department of Corrup-
tions), [ virtually climax with

each issue of my Tor Itis a
most encouraging, enlightening,
spirit-lifting, educational and
very warmly veceived paper that
I cherish tremendously.

I share it with some prisoners
(those worthy and interested)
and - are-as anxious as I to
get the next issue. I have been
tocked up for almost 11 years,

Hinds County Detention
Jackson, Mississippi

PO BOX 1288,GPO,

tesie is niot the

M YORK, NY 10116

Interested in
socialism and
archism

Dear Torck/La Antorcha,
14 and have a great

C.
Iorm a very good socxahst point
of view.

QOther papers claim to, but
just represent a warped liberal
point of view and are about as
lutionary as Good House-

keeping. ~
I think that Torch/La An-
torcha sheds a much needed
light on a vastly misunderstcod
subject. Keep up the good
WC

incerely,
Doug Lewis

Capitalism

e way
for working
ople

Greetings,

Just these few lines to con-
gratulate everyone who is in-
in making the Torch a
per which brings out
acts about capitaiism. Since I
have been receiving the Torch it
has taught me that capitalism
not the way for the working
people.

I will be locking forward to
the Torck now and in the
future. As a prisoner and a sub-
say
’ and

Respec ully yours,
Arnolfo Cortez
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By WILLIAM FALI

en Pope John Paul II
to Poland this June, he af
gather the Polish people arot
celebrate the honor and gk
Solidarity unicn. After a year
of military rule, more than o
Poles came out 1o greet the
held high the Solidernoéé ba
once fought behind. Thus,
trip seemed, at least at first, tc
defeat for the “Communist
regn:ne led by General Woic
zelski.

behind the
ges to the Polish gover
Pope was carefully laying the
political agreement between |
and the ruling authorities c
in the aftermath of 1

being 1
the precise details of tt
ing arrangements are not yet
Polish regime and the Vatican
said enough that the broad o
be surmised:

o attempts by the
rground to maintain it
against the regime. Of c«
church will continue to en
““ideals’ of Solidarity' bu
iritual values® —not £0¢
'ed by action, ¢

g
rade agreements with West
pean and U.S. banks. Most im
the church will urge cooperat
regime’s efforts to increase p
: d in in
port, t
has been promised oxﬁmal T
from the state in a new law to
this winter. It will get wide £
action to conduct its affal
Catholic Ia‘ organizatior
schools, parish churches and ¢«
publish its own newspapers. M
will be formally lifted, possib]
as July 22.
other words,
will become an official insti
Poland in return for cousns
workers and small farmers to
cooperate with the governme
doms the partisans of Solidari

nd in some cases died for in
1981 —and then lost in Decemb
will exist as the special privile
clergy.

Some reports say that as ps
agreement. the church will spo
trac%e unions, which would ex
arity leadership. These
legally separate from t

would tacitly support the regir
is the mirror image of the siti
Italy, where & Vatican-sponscr
cal party [the Christian Defiioc
its unions form the government
tacit support of the Commun
and the-unions it-controls) -

There have also been predict
Poland will open diplomatic
with the Vatican. What has 1
nounced for sure i5.an a
program under which a Vatican
foundation will obtain billionso

« from Western Banks to aid Pol
) culture.

Just before the. P_opes trip,
government head Jaruzelski d
“his strategic goal ds one of “‘e
ing constructive, .. relations |
the jay siate together with its I
ing force, the Communist Party,
broad masses of believers =
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By WILLIAM FALE

: Pope Jokn Paul II went home
o Dﬂi&u«é ms I‘Me he appearcd to

of military rule, more one third of
all Poles came out to greet the Pope and
hold high the Solidarno$é banners they
omce Sough . ) A

wip see M‘I aﬂastatﬁrst wh:‘a huge
defeat “Communist”’ military
regime ied D: General Wojciech Jaru-

f his verbal
cermment, the

political agreement & een the church

he ruling mﬁg.:gxs of Poland.
3 aftermeath of Pope John
, & mew level of chuarch-

s part cof the
agreement the church will sponsor new
i h

N wimg aVaz
,:ue:zy {the Ch

d the-unions it vﬁﬁﬁm: )]
There bave also been prady"uom that
i will open diplomatic Teiations
Jatican. Whai has ./&5 an-

strategic ga& as one of ‘‘establish-
hg copgirnctive. , .relations between
tay state together with Ms lay lesd-
imng foree, the Comnnkt Party, and the
broed masses of believers ard the

_?

mrch.{’ Jaruzelski may have achieved
wsmt The mhng class of Poland
Catholic
ch retains the loyalty of the
vas{ma]on*v of Poles. The ruling class’s
part of the bargain is the strengthening
church apparatus and its leader-
return, the church use its
to defuse the Pol people’s
against the gove and to
d he meore irreconcilabie oppo-
sition forces.

f th

Shabby treatment

haps the most dramatic signal of
the developing church-state agreement
was the Pope’s treatment of Lech
Walesa. Walesa, the most prominent of
Solidarity’s leaders, was also the union
leader closest to the Catholic Church
hierarchy. Throughout the period of
Schdamy s open existence, Walesa con-
eaded the tendency inside the
argued for moderation and
e and worked in concert with
ch hierarchy.

Taéay,' however, Walesz is no longer
the ““reasonable’’ man who can control
the ““hothead”’ leaders and an impatient
rank and file. Instead, he is a symbol of
the whole Solidarity movement and its
past chaﬂenge to the ruling class. As
symbeol that both the church
ould rather»dh without. On
the semi-official Vatican news-

age article that said, “O
Lech Walesa passes cnce more from the
sceme. We can say that he has Jost the
baitle. ... Sometimes the sacrifice of
uncomfortable people is necessary so a
higher good cas be berm for the

QLQ"E

commanity.”’

Commenting on Walesa’s June 21
audience with the Pope, the article noted
that Walesa ad to meet the hely
father as z private person in & secret
manner without demanding to count any
longer in the present phase of life in his
country.’’ Indeed, the audience was so
private that icture of the Pope and
Walesa tog r was never released. I
contrast, a i
hands in a
leader Jaruzelski was widely distributed.

One day after the L’Osservatore
Romane article appeared, its author,
Reverend Virgilio Levi, was asked to
resign as deputy editor of the paper. But
the deputy editor’s sin was apparently
bluntness rather than dishonesty—
neither the Vatican nor L’Osse
Romanoc hzve denounced or ¢
the cont of the article.

‘Forgetand forgive’

While the result of the Pope’s trip to
Poland may come as a surprise to
many, in retrospect, it can be seen that
many of the Pope’s comments made
during his visit were aimed precisely at
establishing a concordat ~with the
regime.

Thus, even as he praised Solidarity,
the Pope emphasized that, ““Forgiveness
is not weakness. To forgive does not
mean to give up truth and justice.”’ Over
and over, he counseled against ‘‘hatred
and reveme, ** and stressed. that:
thet has beenm geing oz iz
cent years...cammol be
y other way than through a
true dialogue hetween the authorities
and socie .

Nearly all the Pope’s statements had a
strong Polish nationalist theme and he
encouraged use of the old Polish

royalist emblem—the eagle with a crown
—as a symbol of protest. While Polish
nationalism is an essential element of
Solidarity’s politics, the Pope was
fanning it for his own purposes: 1} Tc
prepare the ground for a government of
national reconciliation that would bring
all Poles, including the Jaruzelski gov-
ernment, together; 2) to give the church,
as the historical embodiment of the
Polish nation—it is the only cortinuous
Polish national institution—the right to
judge what is and is not appropriate
political action.

In his ser

John Paul walked
what Cardina! John Xrol of Philadel-
phia, who accompanied the Pope ic
Poland, called ““a slippery tightrope.”
‘‘He cannot concesl the truth, indeed he
must state it. Bat he must also make sure
that this does not lead to az overreac-
tion on the part of the people. He is
calling for moderation as he knows that
the good of the nation will not be served
by political autbu;‘g," the Cardinal
told the Wall Journal.

Church solidarity
with authorities

Despite common impressions, the im-
pending church-state deal does not
represent a fundamental break from the
church’s past 1 Poland. It has
always favored stability and
respect for auth ; over justice and
freedom. During the very birth of
Solidarity, for instance, Cardinal Stefan
Wyszynski told the Gdansk shipyard
workers they should give up their
struggle long before the government
gave in and recognized the new union.
Similarly, during the heady days of Sol-
idarity’s stru that followed, the
church constantly urged retreat, com-
promise and cooperation with the
regime. In the fall of 1980, for example,
the church urged Solidarity to accept a
court decision that inserted a clause into
the union’s constitution that asserted
““the leading role of the Communist
Party’’ in society. It was only the mass
strikes, waged by millions of workers
against the advice of the church hier-
archy and the Solidarity leaders close to
the clergy, thagforced the regime to
back down.

More recently, the church helped -

rike the Solidarity
underground cailed last December. It
also opposed demonsirations this past
May and called on Polish actors to end
their boycott of state television and
theater.

Since most Poles have illusions in the
Pope—and because the more militant
workers’ leaders are still in prison—the
impending deal between the church and

defeat a general

mark the end of a whole chapter in the
Polish class str1 . But the marriage
of church and state has not yet been
concluded. Many times before the
Polish workers, despite their loyalty to
Roman Catholicism, have balked at
following the hierarchy’s line of ““‘quiet
but blessed suffering.’” It is true that,
today, the Polish workers are demoral-
ized and confused by the defeat of
December 1981. It is also true that the
level of struggle, organization and con-
sciousness of the earlier Solidarity days
is not likely to be regained in the
immediate future. But no Tsar, Pope,
King or General. has ever permanently
defeated the Polish people in the past—

‘and it ;s unlikely that they have done so

now. i
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Racism—

Alabama

,nald had
’s house in Baldwin

Tiday, 3
found ;‘;angmg

ing AWAY SUggestd
uwrder was racially
ated. Howew e, a grand

T téﬁae }ymg Mobile

> evideace Donald bad ever '
R involved with drugs.

31 million bond.

deadline to get the

.:ecomalied

Lesbian and
G@fv Pri d@

Anestimated 60,000 people
marched in New York City
Chris
Day Lesbian and Gay Pride
March on June 26. The march
drew a turnout larger than last
ear’s despite lasi-minute
threats by right-wing and
religious groups to stop the
march, and despite 2 threat-
ened counter-demonstration by

York's gay pride marches to
face such threats.

Afrer failing in 2 legal suit to
cancel the march, 2 group. called
Catholic Wa
counter
peopie
Cathedral. The counter-demon-
tors had wanted the march
apped on :he grounds that it

believed 1o be gay). Also
as a call by the

ch canceled and
have all gay bars and baths
ciosed for the weekend on the
rounds that they pose a major
health threat with the pofenua'
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The %ntmgent was endorsed
ipported by over 20

pted by actions of the
‘Workers World Party-led All-
People’s Congress (APC).
While the APC endorsed the
contingent, at the iast minute
they refused to coordinate
tactics with Stonewall

contingent organizers,
disregarded previously agreed
upon plans, and generally tried
to take over the contingent.
Despite this sectarianism,
members of NAMBLA (North
American Man/Boy Love Asso-
ciation), Radical Women,
American Gay Athiests,
Lavender Left, the RSL and
other groups marched behind
the Militant Stonewail
Contingent banner. Almost
1,000 buttons produced by the
Stonewall contingent to help
politicize the lesbian and gay
pride march were sold at the
march and in the days preceding
by contingent organizers. (The
button reads: ““Diversity Is Qur
Strength, Liberation Is Qur
Fight—Militant Stonewall Con-
tingent for Lesbian and Gay

Anti-gay bigots
Lold counter-

demonstration at
NYC’s Lesbian and
Gay Pride Day
march., This year’s
marches witnessed
& sharp rise in anti-
gay threats and
violence across the
- country.

Liberation, 1983,’’ in English or
Spanish, set over a pink
triangle. They are still available
for $1 each; write to the Torch.)

FEAEE

An estimated 90,000 people
turned out to watch or partici-
pate in Los Angeles’ annual
Christopher Street West (Gay
Pride} parade on June 26. But
only one of the 150 marching
units carried a directly political
theme. That was the “U.S. Out
of El Salvador!’’ contingent,
organized by the Gay and
Lesbian Committee of Echo
Park CISPES. Seventy-five
people marched behind the
CISPES banner, raising chants
such as “CIA, Out of Niez-
ragual’’ and “F-M-L-N, FMLN
Wil Win!”’ The day’s favorite
chant, however, which drew
loud applause from the
thousands of onlookers, was
‘““Meney for AIDS, Not for X
War, U.S. Out of El Salvador!™

Other groups which marched
in the contingent included
NAMBLA, the Feminist
Women’s Health Center,
Freedom Socialist Party, Demo-
cratic Socialists of America,

Prairie Fire Organizing
Committee, Federation for
Progress, and the RSL.

FHEEE

In Ann Arbor, Michigan,
after a week of workshop activ-
ities, Lesbian and Gay Pride
Day culminated in a march-and
rally of over 150 people on June
25 W the speeches
going on, 2 man in his late
thirties stopped his carand
began yelling about “‘sick
homosexuals.”” Later, the man
attacked a woman demonstra-
tor, hitting her in the face. The
woman fought back until
others intervened to stop the
fight. About an hour lawr

returned with a shotgun.
Luckily, one of the
demonstrators spotted him and
alerted the single cop assigned
to t}“e‘?‘nv who then removed

tion
the man

| attack was avoided, the inciden:

was one more indication of the
rapidly rising tide of anti-gay

[ bigotry throughout the country.

b

Torchfoto by Steve Rose

in Czecho-

slovakic

Writing in the July 9 issue of
the Nation magazine, long-time
ech dissident Milan Simecka
recalls: ““As far back as I can
remember, campaign
peace in Czechoslovaki
been zu activity reserve
offic ignitaries, for scient-
ists, artists and clergymen who
are selected to attend peace
congresses abroad and te exhort
audiences at officially sp
ents at which beer
sausages are served and few
bother to listen. A detached
observer might well conclude
that people in our country
couldn’t care less Whetber then

Iy, but that we capnot show
it spontanecusly because sach
expressions have been
preempted by the state, and are
assigned to selected individuals
whaose task is to instru
such matiers. Sponta
permitted.”

But Simecka spoke too scon.
On June 21, several hundred
cHoslova vouth heckled
speakers and fo

Assembly for Peace and Life

Against Nuclear War’” heid in
Prague, June 2‘-"6 It was the
mm:tratmu

years.

The youth interrupted a raily
by shouting *
freedom!”’ P
the protesters evaded them by
blending into the crowd. After
midnight over 300 youths
chanting, ‘“We want peace and
freedo*‘&"" formed into groups

2 center of protest
activities during the Russian’
invasion of Czec oslovakia in
1968. Police attacked them with
Ju?&Chi‘OﬂS ane aﬁer some

initi ffles the protesters
scatter

—WF

[ e ot o o

Buttons!

Black on red,
green, yeilow
or white.

) Order from:
RSL, PO Box 1288,
New York, NY
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| Progress, and the RSL.

Rose, lan Daniels and Elaine Scon: ]

HAEHRE

In Ann Arbor, Michigan,
after a week of workshop activ-
ities, Lesbian and Gay Pride
Day culminated in 2 march and
rally of over 150 people on June
25, While the speeches wer
going on, aman in his late
thirties stopped his car and
about “‘sick
Is ** Later, the man
anacked a woman demonstra-
tor, hitting her in the face. The
woman fought back until
others intervened to stop the
fight. About an hour later,
however, after the march was
completed, the same man
returned with a shotgun.

yriefs...brie

in Czecho-
slovakia

Writing in the July 9 issue of
the Nation magazine, long-time
Czech dissident Milan Simecka
recalls: ‘‘As far back as { can
remmember, campaigning for
peace in Crechoslovakia has
ctivity reserved for
enitaries, for scient-
its and clergymen who
E: ted (o attend peace
cengresses abroad and to exhort
audiences at officially spon-
sored events at which beer and
sausages are served and few
bother to listen. A detached
observer might well conclude
that people in our country
couldn’t care less whether there
is peace or war. [ would polnt
out to him that we do care,
deeply, but that we cannot show
it spontaneously because such
sions have been
pled by the state, and are
igned to selected individuals
is to instruct us in
ters. Spontaneity is not

But Simecka spoke too soon,
On June 21, several hundred
Czechoslovak youth heckled
official speakers and fought
with police on the opening day
of a state-sponsored *“World
Assembly for Peace and Life
Against Nuclear War”’ held in
Prague, June 21-26. It was the
first large street deggonstmuon
in Czechoslovakia in over 15
years.

The youth interrupted a rally
by shouting “We want
freedom!’’ Police moved in but
the protesters evaded them by
blending into the crowd. After
midnight over 300 youths
chanting, ‘“We want peace and
freedom!’’ formed into groups
and marched to Wenceslas
Square a center of protest
activiti durmg the Russian
invasion of Czechoslovakia in
1968. Police attacked them with

&
4

then removed
a box of ammuni-
a six-pack of beer from
man’s car. While a serious
avoided, the incident
ore indication of the
rapidly rising tide of anti-gay
bigotry throughout the country.

by Steve Rose

cheons and after some
1 scuffles the protesters

BLACK
LIBERATION

“By Any

Black on red,
green, yellow

!
h or white.
1 Orderfrom:
. | RSL,POBox1288,
| . New York, NY
! 10116
[ A Y
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Livermore

anti-nuke
activists
stage jail
strike

Over 1,600 w
were arrested e 18-20
alfter demonsirating outside the
government’s main nuclear
weapons laboratory-—and then
over 900 of them went on strike
while in jail, plea bargaining as
a group until they won
acceptable sentences.

and men

The demonstration—at the
Lawrence Livermore
Laboratory ouiside San Fran-
cisco-—was part of a national
Disarmament Action Day.
Aboul 2,500 people, the
majority of them women, took
part in the protest, which was
organized by the Livermor
Action Group and the Mob
tion for Survival. Demon
tors fay on the voad in £
the laboratory and were
arrested by a police force of
over 1,000.

¢

Once they were in jail, Judge
John Lewis tried to slap the pro-
testers with $500 fines and two
years probation. But the anti-
nuke protesters balked, particu-
larly because the probation
would expose them to harsh
penalties if they were arrested at
future demonstrations. They
struck, refusing to leave the
tents that served as temporary
jails and telling the judge he
would have to come to them if
he wanted to carry out any
arraignments. The protesters
also began complaining about
the food, the daytime heat and
the nighttime cold.

Judge Lewis initially con-
sidered having the protesters
hauled bodily into court in
groups of 60, but then backed
off. On June 30, state prose-
cutors, Judge Lewis and the
anti-nuclear activists’ lawyers
reached an agreement: In return
for cooperating with the

arraignment and entering guilty
pleas to a minor charge of
biocking tratfic, the protesters
would be sentenced to $240
fines or six more days in jail~—
but not probation.

Stop the
death
flights!

The protest campaign
Mexicana Alrlines’ deportation
death flights of El Salvadorean
refugees continues in Los
Angeles with frequent picket
lines outside Mexicana’s three
area ticket off] Mexicana is
the target for the campaign
because the airline is collaborat-
ing with the UJ.S. Immigration
and Naturalization Service
(INS) in the deportation of Sal-
vadoreans who have fled their
government’s terrorism but who
have been denied asylum in the
U.S. Every month, nearly 1,000
refugees are sent on Mexicana
Airlines flights to San
Salvador.

On June 18, nearly 100
people marched from one of
Mexicana’s downtown offices
to the other, picketing both and
temporarily disrupting business
when protesters entered the
offices to deliver written
demands. The next such action
is scheduled for July 30.

Meanwhile, a coalition
formed in Southeastern

—WF

Michigan, the Commitiee to
Stop the Death Flights, has
announced plans (o hold a

INS/Mexicana Airlines com-
plicity in deporting ¢
refugees. Aclivists in the

the demonstration by going

ihe downtown office of
FAex
{ e sp
[

i Crpate
Hal

ored by the Circle

darity with the Salvadorean
People, held July 2-3 in

campaign received a strong
endorsement. All of the 15G

ference were urged, by a
up the campaign.
A Refugee Commission,

provide coordination of the
work between Mexican and
U.S. groups. The Border
Conference accepted the

sed the urgent need for
n pmups to- apply

FIGHT FOR JOBS, PEACE AND FREEDOM! )

On Saturday, August 27, several hundred thousand people will march on
Washington, D.C., in what is expected to be the largest civil rights
demonstration in the U.S. in decades. The RSL is organizing for the march
and will be in Washington raising our revolutionary socialist point of view.
For information on our plans or to ride on the RSL bus from New York City,
call (212) 695-6802 or write RSL, Box 1288, New York, NY 10116.

demonstration July 26 in front
of the INS office to prolest the

Salvadorean
coalition have been building for

door-to-doar in Detroit’s Chi

cano and Mexican communities.
in Chicago, about 40 people

marched on July 6 in front of

ina spirited picket

¢ Commiitee on I
and Central America.

s of leaflets were distri-
)ua(,d dnd spokesperson Maria
Teresa said, “We'll be back!”’

During the Second Mexico/
U.S. Border Conference in Soli-

Tijuana, the Mexicana proies

groups participating in the con-

unanimous resolution, to take

elected by the conference, will

proposal of one Echo Park (Los
Angcles) CISPES member who

DETROIT

July 26—Picket Line Ageoinst
Deporiation Death Filghts of
INS Office, 333 Mi. Elliott
{corner of Jetferson), 4:30 pm.
Sponsored by Committee fo
Stop -the Death Flights. For
more info: (313) 841-9200.

CONCORD, CALIFORNIA

july 24—Stop US Arms Ship-
ments to El Salchor! March

and rally against the use of Port
Chicago for the- shipment of
arms to El Salvador and the
storage of nuclear weapons.
Assemble at 1:00 at the
Concord BART station. Raily at
3:00-in Concord Bivd. Park. To
march with the RSL, call .(213)
385-6029.

July 25—Land and Sea Block-
ade of Port Chicago. Mass civil

disobedience will be carried
out: For info, call (415) 644-
3636.

O ANGELES

July 36"Stop Mexicans Alr-
lines Death Fllghts! Picket
Mexicana's ticket office, 432 5.
Broadway. 12 poon. Sponsored
by Echo Park CISPES. For more
info, call (213) 660-4587 or
(213) 385-6029.

the growing campaign against
Mexicana Airlines” deportation
death flights, see “‘Events” on
this page.

EI Centro

Centro, ¢ g, have ended
their strike after two weeks, on
the advice of outside sup-
porters, when one person
became ill. The strike began
June 2 as a protest against
guard brutality and poor condi-
tions inside the prison, which
houses about 300
undocumented immigrants—
most of them from Central
America. As a concession to the
strikers, the INS has announced
plans to provide a library and a
number of m’bdll machines for
their ¥, prisoners
who req ¢ material
were piven o copy of th

but nothing else

In addition, th
will plant several larg
the prison yard to provide more
shade for the prisoners, who are
required to stay outside all day
in desert temperatures which
often reach 110 degrees.

But behind the concessions
lies the fist of the state. Since
the strike began, seven people,
identified as strike leaders, have
been removed to a federal
prison in San Diego and
charged wi {

cases are now awaiting trial, For
information on how you can
help, contact: Santans Chirine
Amaya Central American
Refugee Commiitee, 1345 S.
Burlington, Los Angeles, CA
20066, (213) 487-2534.

else is that this country remains
a country where someone can
always get rich. That’s the thing
that we have and that must be
preserved.”’

—Ronald Reagan
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(Continued from page {)

nance passed in 1978 by the Akron,
Ghio, city council was a case in point.
Among the ordinance’s 17 provisions
“regulating” abortion was one that re-
quired “‘informed consent” by the
¥ OIman seek ing an abo n. To “a“

<o

doctors to tell women that ihe fetus is a
“human life’’ from the moment of con-
ception, and that abortion is a major
urgical procedure with numerous possi
physical and psychological compli-
cations.

The Akron law also mandated a 24-
hour waiting period, after a woman
-d a consent form, before she could
the abortion. It required parental
notification and consent before an un-
married minor could have an abortion,
and it said that sccond and third
rimester abortions could only be per
formed in a hospital. Previously, such
abortions were available in licensed
clinics, where they were less expensive
than in-hospital abortions and, more im-
portantly, more accessible, since most
ron  hospitals refuse (o perfor
abortions.

By a 6-3 vote the court ruled that these
measures violated its 1973 ruling, which
mited the state’s role in regulating
abortion to “the preservation and pro-
tection of maiernal health.” It noted
that Akron’s informed consent clause
appeared 10 be designed “not to inform
the woman’s consent but rather {o per-
suade her to withheld it sHogether.’

The three dissenting votes came from
the two justices who opposed the Roe v.
Wade decision in 1973 (Byron White and
m Rehnguist) and the first woman
to sit on the court, Reagan appointee
Sandra Day O’Connor. O'Connor wrote
the minority opinion, which basically
argued against the framework estab-
lished by Roe v. Wade for legal abor
tion, and declared that the abortion
issue should be settied 18gislatively, not
judicially. She has thus paid back her
debt to Reagan, who appointed her armid
a storm of criticism from right-wingers
who felt her opposition to abortion was
too soft.

Double setback for
anti-choice movement

The June 15 ruling was a blow to the
anti-abortion movement, and was fol-
lowed by another setback in the Senate
in late June. There the issue was a con-
stituzional amendment to nullify the
1573 Supreme Court ruling. Different
amendments have been promoted by one
or another wing of the anti-abortion
movement over the past several years,
but the one that came to the floor stated
only that “A right to abortion is mot
secured by this Constitution.”” This
wording was roundly opposed by arch-
reactionary Sen. Jesse Helms, among
others, because it did not actually ban
abortion. But it was the amendment
given the best chance of passage by
Senate conservatives. When the vote
came, they has mustered a not-insignifi-
cant 49 votes, but this was far short of

_ the &7 votes needed for passage. Follow-

ing the vote, the principal sponsor of the
measure, Orrin Hatch (R-Utah), con-
ceded defeat, saying, ‘‘Frankly, I'm
going on to other issmes.’’

Taken together, the Supreme Court

ruling and the rejection of the Hatch .

Amendment in the Senate represent a
significant - defeat’ for the anti-choice
movement. On the judicial level this
movement pretty much has no place to
go. On the federal legislative level, the
fight for a - constitutional ban on
abortion has been, at least temporarily,
derailed. Anti-abortion activists now say
they will take their fight to the states and
localities; but if, as they say, their

en’s

t

determination is greater than ever, it is
Lalso true that the movement has shrunk
and suffered from its inability (o make
any serious progress toward its goal.

No time for
complacency

On the other hand, now is not the time
for complacency. Orrin Hatch’s talk of
moving vi to other issues should not be
}aken lightly, and we can expect the right
wing Lo step up its focus on other aspects
of its agenda, - particularly, at the
moment, education. Most importantly,

(Continued from page 1)
D.C., about sexual hijinks between
Carter and Reagan campaign staff
members, demonstrating that politics
does indeed make strange bedfellows.
The avalanche of publicity forced
Reagan to back off his earlier stance that
the ““pilfered papers’” story (now known
as “‘Debategate”) was ‘‘much ado about
nothing.”’.Reagan has been forced to
authorize an FBI investigation of how
the Carter papers came into the hands of
the Reagan campaign, and has promised
to fire anyone guilty of wrongdocing.

Where does:
the buck stop?

While some Democrats are eager to
use Debategate as a club against the
administration, other top party leaders
want to minimize the whole affair. On
July 12, both House Speaker Thomas P.
“Tip”” O’Neill and House Majority
Leader Jim Wright said they personally
opposed a congressional Debategate
investigation. They warned that an
investigation would be perceived as a
partisan political maneuver by the
Democrats and would ““divert attention
from the 1ea.l flaws of the Reagan
presidency.””

Probably more important to their
stance is the fact that the whole business
makes the Carter administration—and
by implication the Democratic Party—
look pretty bad. As Newsweek put it:.
“The Carter White House had been
leaking secrets like a sieve.”” Top Demo-
crats hardly want to revive memories of

the bumbling Carter presidéncy as they

" head into an election year.

But this is scant consolation for the
Reagan administration, which is under
the gun right now. The FBI investiga-
tion, along with the House subcommit-

_tee hearings set to bggin in September,
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ebategate:

the right-wing movement is still very
strong in this country, although it is
going through a period of upheaval as
the glow of the Reagan victory has worn
off, and the conservative leaders must
now try to demonsirate that behind their
rhetoric are practicable solutions to the
economic and social problems confront
ing the country and even the world.
For women, and others kept down in
this society, this time is also coniradic-
tory. There can be no doubt but that the
Supreme Courl decision is & iremendous
fegal victory, one that is likely to secure
the right to abortion for the foresceable
future. But it would be wrong io exult
too much, when the actual, material

could very well turn up more dirl on the
1980 Reagan campaign. And at least
one, if not several, Reagan -staff
members may eventually get the axe for
obtaining and using the Carter papers.

Power struggle in
Reagan administration

The advent of yet another political
scandal in Washington hardly comes as
a.surprise. Capitalist politicians aren’t
the most ethical people in the world, and
everyone knows this. Eighty-five percent
of the people polied in a recent News-
weel survey said they believe spying is at
least an occasional feature of political
campaigns. Nevertheless, Debategate is
not without significance.

One effect of the scandal has been to
rekindle the power struggle between the
moderate (“‘pragmatist’’) and hardline
(““ideological’’) factions among Rea-
gan’s closest advisers. The ‘‘pragma-.
tists’’ in the Recagan camp—DBaker,
Stockman and Gergen among others—
whose ties are with the Republican
Party’s traditional supporters in the
financial and industrial elite, contend
that the administration needs to com-
promise with moderate Republicans and
Democrats in Congress on major issues
to enact its programs into law. The
““pragmatists’® also believe that a
majority of people in the couniry are not
as conservative as Reagan and, as a
result, argue that the president has to
appear to tilt toward the center if he is to
get himself reelected in 1984, assuming
he chooses to run.

On the other side, Casey and Meese,

‘along with Secretary of Defense Caspar . .
-opponents by looking better on TV or

Weinberger ‘and  National Security, ad-~
viser William Clark among . others,
belong to a hardline faction which has
urged the president to ““let Reagan be
Reagan,’” that is, to come out openly for

ortion

conditions of life for most women are, if
anything, getting worse. Economically,
the recession has hit women  hard,
reversing the inroads made by women
into traditionally male jobs. It is also
hecoming increasingly clear that women
and their children comprise the vast
majority of the nation’s poor. At the
same time, violence against wompen—
rape and spouse abuse—is on the rise.
T'he principle of the right to choose
has been upheld. But as long as a
woman’s choice it conditioned by a
myriad of economic and social factors
beyond her control; that choice cannot

truly be free.
—~Sue Edmunds

re Dirty Tricks

his full right-wing program and use his
political clout to bulldoze it through
Congress. Most of these people have
been with Reagan for years and have
friendly ties with the New Right.

Each fuaction hopes the other will be
saddled with responsibility for Debate-
gate—and ecach is trying to help their
opponents to  the exits with some
judicious namedropping. As New Right
leader Richard Viguerie put it, “If it’s
got to happen (o someone, better them
than us.”

Political crisis in
U.S.ruling class’

©On a broader level, scandals like De-
bategate reflect the ongoing political
crisis in the U.S. ruling class. The
seemingly unending tales of petty and
big-time corruption are slowly eating
away at the moral authority the capital-
ists and capitalist politicians need to rule
effectively. Every recent administration
has been plagued by one scandal or
another. As a result, most people in the
U.S. increasingly have little faith in the
sincerity and honesty of the country’s
leadership.

Even more important, the capitalists

‘and their political representatives have

no answers to the mounting problems
facing U.S. society—the economy, the
crisis of the educational system, arms
control, the destruction of the environ-
ment, etc. Consequently, there is no
serious political debate over real issues,
either. during elections or in between.
Instead, U.S. politics increasingly con-
sists of media-hype and dirty tricks; it is
always easier for politicians to defeat

dredging up muck than by coming up -
with alternative policies. Meanwhile, the
cpuntry, and the world, are lurching
toward the brink of destruction.(]

By ALEERT LARY

Four hundred political activists fit
northern Mexico and the U.S. Scu
west gathered in Tijuana July 2 and 31
the Second Mexico/U.S. Border Cc
ference m Solidarity with the Sabh
dorean sle. The ntﬂetmg w
exciting indication of ihe growth of i
anti-war movement and its potential
develop into a militant internatior
struggle against U.S. imperialism.

Delegates at the ference rep
sented a wide variety of interests- fe
ist parties, trade unions, commun
groups, service organizations, religion
student, anti-nuclear, gay, women
Black, Chicano, and ugee supH
Broups.

The plan of action adopted by t
conference includes a series of 1o
demonstrations against milnary bas
and Honduran consuls : U
(highlighting the Loil;x,matlon betwe
the U.S. and Honduras in attacki
Nicaragua and the Salvadorean rebel:
and against U.S. consulates in Mexic
This campaign will take place throug
out September and October of this yee

On November 12, three large mobi
zations are planned—in Mexico Cit
Washington, D.C., and a city on t
West Coast. Additionzal actions will |
scheduled on the day of the upcomis
Salvadorean national clections—a da
not yet certain but possibly as early .
December. On January 22, 1984,
i ionzl protest march will be |
ngents  Converging  oF
U.S.-Mexico border from both side
The exact location was not decided.

In a separate action plan presente
specifically om behalf of refugees, t
conference adopted a declaration whic
says in part: ““. . .The refugees on bof
sides of the border of Mexico and th
United States suffer exploltation an
continuous maltresiment. Thi
sty th our itinent to fig!
gainst these discr i Althoug
the struggle is different oa the two side
of the border, the needs are the sam
the right to worlk, the right te educatior
the right to social %rvices and the rigl
to political asylum.”’

The delegates comraitted themselve
to a campaign to stop the deportatio
death flights of Central American refu
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By ALBERT LARY

Four hundred political activists from
northern Mexico and the U.S. South-
west gathered in Tijuana July 2 and 3 for
the Second Mexi .8, Border Con-
ference in Solidarity with the Salva-
dorean People. The meeting was an
exciting mdlcaﬁwn of the growth of the

develop into a militant mlem&tlonal
struggle against U.S. imperialism.

Delegates at the conference repre-
SRl wide variety of interesis- -
ist parties, trade unions, community
groups, service organirations, religious,
student, anti-nuclear, Yy, women’s,
Black, Chicano, and refigee support
ETOUPS.

The plan of action adopted by the
conference includes a series of local
demoustrations against tary bases
and Honduran consulates in the U.S.
(highlighting the collaboration between
the U.S. and Honduras in attacking
Nicaragua and (he Salvadorean rebels),
and against U.S. consulates in Mexico.
This campaign will take place through-
out September and October of this year.

On Movember 12, three large mo
zations are planned—in Mexico City,
Washington, D.C., and a city on the
West Coast. Additional zmions will he
scheduled on the day of the upconiing
Salvadorean national elections—a date
not yet certain but possibly as early as
December. On January 22, 1984, an
internaiional protest march will be held
with contingents converging on the
U.5.-Mexico border from both sides.
The exact location was not decided.

In 2 separate action plen presenied
specifically on behalf of refugees, the
conference adopted=e declaration which
says in part: ““. .. The refugees on both
sides the border of Mexico and the
United States suffer exploitation and
continucous maltreatmeni. This
strengthens our commitment to fight
ageinst these discriminations. Afthough
the struggle is different on the two sides
of the border, the needs_sre the same:
the right to work, the right to education,
the right to social services and the right
to political asylum.”’

The delegates committed themsuvLs
to a campaign to stop the deportation
death flights of Central American refu-

; was especially
targeted since it s
currently the pnmary anr carrier co-
operating with U.S. immigration author-
ities to.carry out these death flights. In
addition, the delegates voted (o appose
the Simpson-Mazzoli Bill now before the
1.8, Congress and to campaign to win
official refugee status for the hundreds
of ihousands of Guateinalans and Sal-
vadoreans now living in exile in both
Mexnco and the UJ.S.
During the conference debat sev-
eral amenc ts to the proposcd reso-
lutions were put forward. One amend-
ment to the political resolution, offercd
by the U.S. Organi
tigrary Unity (ORU}Y i
the RSI., would have added the view
that truc freedom for the people of
Central Ameri ica cannot
the victory of socia clw;s,
revolutions in those countries. In other
words, the amendiment noted the fact
that national liberation
selves—-however important and vital to
defend-—cannot achieve a truly just, or
classless, society as long as the struggle
remains within the boundaries of
radical, but still capitalist, reforms. Op-
ponents of the amendment admitted that
a majority of delegates at the conference
were themselves socialists of one kind or
anociher, bui felt that an open declara-
tion of support for socialism would tend
to exclude non-socialists from the anti-
war movement. Furthermore, they
argued, this amendment would make it
appear that the conference was dictating
to the Salvadorean people whaose
acknowledged leaders, the FDR/FMILN,
standd on a program which it not
socialist. The amendment was defeated
by a wide margin.

Another amendment, also offered by
the ORU, changed the resolution so as
to place the blame for U.S. intervention
o1 the entire U.S. government, not just
on Reagan alone, as the original pro-
posal had it. This amendment was ac-
cepted in a modified form.

The biggest political ciash of the con-
ference ocB&d late on the second day
over -the election of a new Border
Commission. The commission serves as
a steering committee between confer-
ences; to see that conference decisions
are carried out, and to plan the follow-

ing conference. Supporters of the U8,
Socialist Workers arty proposed th
nominations to the commission be open
to all groups participating in the confer-
ence. This was opposed by zhme sum d
on the der Coznnission since the
conference, as well as by suppenle!s of
the U.S. Communist Workers Pariy and

the Mexican Corriente Socialista, who
argued t only delegates from ma
organizations—not potlitical parties——

should be eligible to serve on the com-
mission. The RSL, along with the Mexi-
can Parildo Revoliucionario de los’
bajadores, supported lhe propesal to
open the nominations to all, but it was
noi approved.

d Border Confe in S
darity with the Salvadorean People has

[ore

rmhsl mtevvenuon faces a critical clm’
lenge. Reagan is positioning himself for
a full-scale U.S. invasion of El Salvador
if rebel focces coutinue to ake
gains. The new U.S. training base in
wondums and the current Usoody Nllfm«

“pacification’  drive central  Ef
Salvudor are ouly hints

107¢€ LG Come.
But the U.S. ruling class is not united

the politically destabilizing
movemeil it might create. Our job is to
create thal movement mow, before 1)
Salvador becomes another Vietnam, The
Tij Bor Conforence v
important step in that direction.(]

Below, we are prinling a transtation of
a leaflet sent to the Torch/La Antorcha
by the Frente Popular (People’s i'ront),
a growp of left-wing ivisis based in
Durango, Mexico. The leafiet discus
recens atlacks on the Mexican working
class by the PRI (Partido Revolucionario
institucional-—{nstiiutional Revolution-
wy Pariy) government of idiguel De ia
Madrid Hurtado and explains why these
attacks are the result of the deepening
crisis oj IMexican

trying -to

class s
strengihen its control over society and
oush the working class (the unemployed
and the cniployed) further inio misery.

The capitalist

The PRI ycvcrnmm!’s attack on the
standard of living of the poorest and
most defensez ss part of the Mexican
working class is no doubt the worst of
any up to now. It is difficult for anyone
who understands the facts not to become
terrified of what appears to be a pre-
meditated program against the nutrition
of the children and the health of the
zged. Becoming indignant will not by
itself solve the situation. |

We can begin by eliminating what
seemns to be the most popular answer. De
la Madrid and his advisers are not
reducing our living standards because
they are bad people. He did not wake up
one day and say, “I think I'll do
something really roiten today.”” De la
Madrid is probably sincere in his con-
viction that this economic program is
necessary for the benefit of the country.

Like Lopez Portillo, Echeverria Alva-
rez and Lopez Mateos before him, De la
Madrid Hurtado is faced with a capital-
ist system in danger of going under. The
program of nation g the banks is an
attempt to strengthen the currency (the
peso) and foriify the control of the
capitalists over the economy. This
devaluation and the concomitant reduc-
tion in the real value of the income and

" services of the workers and our families
-is part of the most recent effort to prop

up the capitalist sysiem
-From the point of view of our ruling
class and its politicians and economists,

-this program or a similar one iss
necessary to produce the needed profits

to muake the capitalists want to invest
their money. The only way to increase
the profit of the capitalists is to reduce
the part due to us and o
form of wages and social services. Wc
pet more than before in quantity (peso
for peso), but the real value (guality) of
what we can buy s [ i ck

the efforts of the worker to keep his/her
wages in line with the cost of living.

The sociallist
golution

The solution to thc growing poverty in
Mexico is not throwing out De la Madrid
and electing somcone else. Gur problem
is not the quality of the government
officials but a bad economic system.
Capitalism by its nature, independent of
the morality of the officials, reduces the
living standard of the People.

We believe that this country has
enough human resources, natural riches
and industries wc&xsary to produce a
good life for everyone. Unfortunately,
we also have a small capitalist class (the
rich) that owns the resources and the
industries. They refuse to hire woriers
to produce goods unless they can sell
them at a certain margin of profit.

Under these conditions our only
alternative is to expropriaie the eapitzlist
and govermnmental control of all eco-
nomic sectors of the country, such as
industry, the commercial, service and
agricultural sectors; to build a new
economic system in which we can work
together to satisfy the needs of all
instead of the greed of a few. We will
not achieve this aim by electing politi-
cians to do it for us or by reforming the
old system.

Social revolutions directed from
above by leaders and/or elitist groups

. end up as new dictatorships like those in

Russia, China and Cuba. Electing
politicians who promise to reform
capitalism and make it less .oppressive
will only succeed in keeping the funda-
mental system of private property intact,

_as in France and Scandinavia.

We must act today. Tomorrow wili be
too late, Forward to a mew world “of
economic freedom for alll .

Frente Popu!ax
{People’s Front)

; JULY 13-AUGUST 14, 1983 o TORCH * PAGET7



http:V1<-'.ny
http:Cc:nseqLen-z.1i

elow is the first of a three-
part on the state of the economy
of the USSR, Part one shows that the
Russian economy, like the rest of the
world economy, is indeed in crisis—
despite claims to the contrary by various
U.S. left groups—and takes an initial
look at the causes of this crisis. Sub-
sequent articles in the series will discuss
various aspects of the economic crisis in

Russia, the roots of the crisis and, in

particular, the long-standing problems
of Russian agriculture.

By W.E. SCHWEIZER

Recently two left groups have printed
long cles extolling the soundness of
H an economy. In early April, the

newspaper of the Socialist
ts Party (SWP), dismissed the
idea o nomic crisis in Russia as a
figiment of the boss press and concluded
that Sov society is ‘“‘dynamic and
progressive.”” Two weeks later, Line of
March (LOM) in its paper, Frontline,
characterized Russia as an “‘economic
powerhouse.”’

The Mititant and Frontline claim that
nationalized property and Lumdf plan-
ning have prevented a in the
USSR, The SWP further
plan and state property have eliminated
production for profit in Russia.

Both the SWP and LOM present any
problems with the soviet economy as
purely external to an otherwise well-
ing system, which they claim is
or a “‘workers’ state.” For
he Militant attributes food
solely to  Russia’s harsh

ned partly on the world reces-
icn, partly on the arms race to keep up
¥ imperialist enemies. The plan
doesn’t work right because the bureau-
cracy won’t let the workers contribute to
the planning process.. And the.chronic
labor shortage is really a reflection: of
running a centrally planned industrial
economy flat out all the time.

Is this rosy picture accurate?

Not quite. .In reality, the USSR is
neither dynamic nomprogressive. It may
once have been an economic power-
house, but today, like the rest of the
capitalist world, it is rusty and breaking
down.

Long-term stagnation

Russia is in a severe crisis. The crisis
does not take a cyclical form, as it does
in the U.S. and other Western capitalist
countries, but the form of a long-term
stagnation of the economy. Over the last
decade, the growth of Russia’s gross
national product {GNP—the total value
of all the goods and services produced in
the economy) has slowed from 5.5 per-
cent to 2.8 percent per year. (In compari-
son, U.S. GNP rose at a rate of about 2.5
percent a year over the last 10 years.)
Coal output actually fell from 724 to 704
million metric tons a year since 1978.
Railroad carloadings also fell last year.
Although this year is better, the grain
harvest was up to 30 percent below its
target in each of the previous four years.
The harvest was so bad in 1981 and 1982
that the Statistics Board didn’t even
publish the figures. Last year food was
rationed throughout non-European Rus-
sia and shops in Moscow began advising-
customers on *‘50 ways to make tasty
dishes’” from old bread.

The growth of labor productivity fell
from an average of 2.0 percent to 1.2
percent per year since 1970. As a result,
Communist Party Chairman Yuri An-
dropov opened a widely-publicized cam-
paign last winter to round up workers
who were absent from their jobs. At the
same ume, Andropov started another
campaign against high-level corruption
and bla.ck-marketeermg, which accounts

for up to 25 percent of Russian GNP.
- Also, in February the government
quietly raised the prices.of many house-
hold necessities, such as toilet paper,

hern climate. Industrial’ shorfages -

thread, zippers, and beverages, and
rumors of price increases on food
continue to circulate.

The USSR continues importing food
to cover for its own shortages. Last year
it bought from abroad more than 30
million metric tons of grain, or over one-
sixth of its domestic harvest. Russia is
also maintaining its program to import
advanced technology to make up for its
lagging development of it at home. And
it continues to run up its foreign debt,
which last year totaled $20 billion.

To a degree, the crisis in the USSR is
caused by external factors, as the Mifi-

tant and Frontline suggest. Although it _

produces a large and varied amount of
goods, in the last 10 years Russia has
been forced to become dangerously
dependent on ' the world market - for
importing food and technology and

-exporting oil.

For exa.mple, glven Russia’s chromc

-agricultural crisis, the country must

export oil, gold and other commodities
in order to obtain the so-called ‘‘hard
currency,” such as dollars and pounds,
to import food. Mostly these exports are.
oil; 60 percent of the USSR’s hard
currency . éarnings come from foreign
petroleum "sales, making the country
almost as dependent on a single export

“as many underdeveloped Third World

nations. When the world prices for oil
and gold dropped in the last two years,
the' USSR was seriously hurt. Earlier this

year when OPEC cut its oil prices, the
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“ Russians were forced to reduce theirs
even more in order to maintain their
share of the wmld market. Such panicky

price-cutting is hardly the action of a
dynamic ‘“‘economic powerhouse.”

In fact, however, Russia’s vulnerabil-
ity to the fluctuations of the ‘‘external”’
world market is basically the same as

other capitalist countries. As the Rus-.

sian economy has matured, it has
become more integrated into and
dependent on the world (capitalist)

market and the international (capitalist)

division of labor.

Other external factors also have
contributed to the Russian economic
crisis. For several years, beginning in

-1978, abominable weather conditions

did severely cut the size of the Russian

harvest. But the root cause of the.
problems of agnculture in Russia is notm
. the weather. It is the. Puss;an peasants’

hostility to the so-called “‘collective

farms’’ and the lack of inicentive to pro- .
‘duce more on these essentially govern-

ment-run plantations.

Defending an

- imperialist empire -

" Finally, the costs of defenciing Russia
have steadily increased, which has hurt

" the economy. Spending on armaments

increased 4 percent in 1981, after more

all, the USSR sp
its GNP on we
percent for the
esseatially s we slc
ducts’’ are neither consumed produc-
tively in the manufacture of sémething
else which is useful, nor are they con-
sumed directly by the people as part of a
higher standard of living. (Here, too,
Russian arms spending is not really
different from the arms spending of
Western capitalist countries. All capital
ist countries claim that their arms are
meant only to defend the country from
aggressors. In addition to defending
Russia from U.5. ialism, arms
spending in Rus i

its own people and
countries. The in
for example, is
year.)

f Afghanistan,
t2.77 billion per

Collective hostility

However, the major reason for the
crisis in the USSR is not external factors,
such as the world recession, the weather,
or the threat from Western imperialism.
it is the very nature of the Russian state-
capitalist system itself. -

In the USSR, just as in Poland,
Romania, China, Cuba, Victnam, etc.,
the workers, farmers, and other pro-

ducers have no controf over the process
of production. They do nol make the
decisions of what o produce, how to
produce it, or how o disiribute it
They do not control the staie, the plan,

the factories or 1

When a worke to his or her job,
he or she gives trol over that
portion of the day, just as in the U.S. or
other capitalist countries. On the job, a
worker’s time is spent making or dojng
something at the orders of an guthority
over which he or she has no say. In addi-
tion, each worker must spend an average

" of two hours of his or her day just

waiting in line for scarce necessities like
bread or meat. Workers have no right to
speak freely, organize for their point of
view, form independent unions, -or
strike. In form things may look different
—the USSR has a multitude of official
trade unions and other organizations
which pretend to represent the interests
of the producers. But in reality
these are controlled by the ruling class in
the Communist Party. When these
groups do fight for the workers, it is for
goals which are very limited, in the way
that a company union or government-
sponsored anti-poverty agency might do
in the U.S. Moreover, even including
some free or mcxpem;ve sccial services,
the workers are poud extremely poorly
and there is very little they can buy in
any case. Meanwhile, they are ruled over
by a self-selecting, self-governing bu-
reaucracy which, in addition to being
extraordinarily corrupt, directs the
economy to increase its own power and
pnvlleges

It is this elass division whlch is the
fundamental reason for the low produc-
tivity and economic growth in Russia.
While the bureaucracy and the state
apparatus sop up an extraordinary
amount of social wealth, the workers
and farmers in Russia—who -have no
real control or freedom and ‘are con-

fronted by: scarce and shoddy housing

and other consumer ‘goods~—have little
incentive to produce. In fact, the people

.in Russia have few outlets to cope with

an inefficient and brutal system, except

. through alcohol and absenteeism. Thus,

the rate of alcoholism in the USSR has
tripled since 1955, reaching the point
where now the death rate from alcohol
poisoning is 88 times higher than in the
u.s.1 -

It’s no wonder thdt in recent years
Russian workers have added a modern
proverb to their repertory of tradft’ianal
ones: ‘“They pretend to pay us, and we
pretend -to worl

[TO BE CONTINUED]
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On August 27 1983, isands of p

1,
‘4

or more—will come to Washmglon, D.C., for
tion for Jobs, Peace-and F)‘aedom 2 The dem’
the famous 1963 March on Waskmgton, is

"ZOth Anniversary Mobill

-perhaps as many as a half-million
the

all in Europe: the first profit was that of .

xelhng consumer goods to the slavers;
ved from selling slaves to

on, which will ¢
ted to be the largest civil

mobilization this country has seen’in years. Hi lly, it will begin a new chaptér in
the fight for full rights and equality for Black people and for human dignity and
Jreedom for all.

On this occasion, we are beginning this month to publish a resolution on the
struggle of Black people in the U.S. adopted by the RSL at our Fifth National Con-
vention, held June 19-21, 1981. Part one of the resolution, printed below, sketches
an overview of the Black experience in this country, from the time of the slave trade
until today. The second part of the resolution, which will appear next month, dis-
cusses and evaluates integrationism, nationalism and socialist revolution as differing
strategies for Black liberation. The concluding part of the resolution, to be
published in our September 15 issue, looks at the prospects and tasks for building a
movement that can overcome, once and for all, the centuries of oppression Black

people have faced at the hands of racist U.S. society.

“It’s impossible for a chicken to pro-
duce a duck egg—even though they
botk belong to the same family of fowl.
A en just doesn’t have it within its
system to produce 8 duck egg. It can’t
do it. it can only produce accerding to
what that particular system was com-
structed to produce. The system in this
country cannot produce freedom for an
Afro-American. It is impossible for this
system, this econemic system, this
political system, this social system, this
system, peried. It’s impossible for this
tem, as it stands, to preduce freedom

s And if ever & chicker did produce 2
duck egg, I’m quite sure you would say
it was certainly a revolutionary

chicken!” 4
—Rialcolm X, May 29, 1964

Black people have always been central
to U.S. society. To a large degree, U.S.
capitalism and Western capitalism as a
whole were built on the backs.of Black
people. The advent of capitalism in
Europe brought with it & tremendous
need for capital with which to finance
new manufacturing enterprises; raw
materials for energy and to be made into
finished products; markets for the man-
ufactured goods; and large-scale com-

mercial agriculture to provide both
materials such as dyes and cotton for
industry and food for the growing urban
centers. \

For a variety of reasons, these needs
could not be met fully within Europe
itself, and in the 1500-1600s it was to
Africa, the slave trade and the ‘‘New
World”’ (the Caribbean, Latin America
and what became the continental United
States) that European merchants and
entrepreneurs-—the early capitalist class
—turned. Basil Davidson, an eminent
historian of pre-slavery Africa and the.
slave trade, has described the result in
this way:

““Thus began the ‘Great Circuit’ trade
that was to dominate much of the com-
merce of the western world for many
years thereafter. This circuit consisted in
the export of cheap manufactured goods
from Europe to Africa; the purchase or
seizure of slaves on the Guinea Coast

_and thelr ¢ransportatior acrocs the

Atlantic; the exchange of these slaves for
minerals and foodstuffs in the West
Indies and Americas; and, lastly, the
sale of these raw materials and foods in
Europe,

“By this triangular system three
separate profits were iaken, all high and

the’ plnnteu snd mine-owners of the

Americas; while the third (and biggest) .

was realized in the sale of American and
West Indian corgoes in Europe. It was
Iargely on the steady and often stupen-
dous profits of this circuitous enterprise
that France and England would ground
their commercial supremacy. . . . Out of
this rapid ecomoriic expansion there.
flowed the cire that bled
England to achicve an industrial reve-
lution.”” (Basil Davidson, The Afri
Slave Trade, 1961)

In England’s eastern seaboard colo-
nies of what became the U.S., slave
labor was the colonists’ answer to the
dire labor shortage of the ‘New
World.”” In 1607, the first permanent
English settiement was established in
Jamestown (Virginia), and within a few

years, the colonists were importing
indentured servants—both Black and
white—to work in the “New World’s”’
potentially rich fields. By the middle of
the 1600s, however-—-the precise year is
not known--the white colonists had
decided that the use of indentured
servants did not provide encugh laborers
and was too costly; and it was during
this period that the colonists began to
bond specifically the Black servants, and
of course the slaves, in perpetuity, - that
is to totally enslave them and all their
offspring. Sources differ on the exact
date, but by the middle of the 1600s, the
enslavement of Black people was legally
recognized, spurring tremendously the
trade in slaves. Within a century, for
example, the slave population of
Virginia jumped from a few hundred to

(Continued on following page)
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(Continued from previous page)
over 120,000 by 1756. Slavery also
existed, on an increasingly legal basis as
the 17th century progressed, in the then-
English cofonies of the Carolinas,
aryland, New York, New Jersey,
syivania, Delaware, Connecticut,
bshire and Massachusetts (and

the p u:ntage of Blacks among the total
population in the Northern colonies
remained extremely small (under five
percent), while the South, with its big
plantations that produced for the world
market, became the real bastion of
{ slavery, with Black people often
¢ up anywhere from 25-50 percent
total population.

over the course of some three

Th

. However,.

centuries of the barbaric trade in human

beings, involving an estimated 50 million
Africans, Black people were central to
the development of capitalism on both
sides of the Atlantic: as a source of
capital for the emerging bourgeoisie,
and as a source of cheap labor for the
ex 1g landowning class in  the
I While the first becane less
impo t by the 1800s, when the
industrial Revolution was already well
underway, the latter ¢id not; and even
after the abolition of slavery in 1865,
Black people remained crucial to the
economic development of the country,
in the form of debt peonage and share-
{:’foppmg.}, and increasingly as a super-
d section of the working class in
industry and elsewhere.

> centrality of Black people to

to the economic sphere. From the Bcgm
ning, nearly every political questlon
before the nation has been related to, or
had ramifications on, the staths of Black
people. For instance, Black people were
‘a dispute ‘among
the i—omdmg (white) Fathers over how
to apportion political power among the
Northern and Southiern upper classes in

the mewly indépendent republic. .The ‘O

desire of the slaveowners to extend the
geographic scope of slavery also m
vated and made possibl€“the south
westward expansion of the U.S. In fact,

the U.S. government’s annexation of

Texas, then part of Mexico, in 1845, and
then the war with Mexico in 1846 to -
enforce the seizure, took place expressly
at the behest of the politically powerful
slaveocracy. Later, Black people were
active participants in the Civil War and
Reconstruction, and shook the country
again and again in the 20th century
through mass social movements such as
the Garvey Movement of the late teens
and early ’20s and the Civil Rights and
Black Liberation Movements of the
1960s-70s. In these and other ways,
Black people have been at. the center of
the country’s political life since the
beginning.

he cultural impact of Black people
on U.8. society also cannot be mini-
mized.* The demimamt culture in any
society is and always has been that of the
ruling layers who have the power to
define it. In the case of the U.S., this
dominant culture is a white, Anglo-
Saxon Protestant {WASP) puritan cul-
ture that can be broadly characterized as
relatively repressive, unexpressive and
individualistic, and in which form and
technigue {translated into money and
success) are elevated over more expres-
sive, communal, and human (humane)
values (being in touch with one’s feelings
and with nature, viewing the world from
the vantage point of the interests of the

*By culture; it is important to understand
more than simply the arts—inusic, danceg, etc.
Culture encompasses the- entire body of
customs, mores, artistic and religious en-
deavors, and even the way of locking at the
world, etc., of a given group of people, the
“‘ethos” of a people. A dictionary defini-
tion of “‘culture’”includes the statement that
it is ““the sum total of ways of living built up
by a group of buman beings which is trans-
mitted from one generation to another.’’

d States has hardly been umtcd !

“Throughout U.S. history, the white rulers, in
alliance with substantial sections of the white
population, have conspired to keep Black
people outside the society, reaping extremely

Jew of the benefits that the power and wealth of

the m’ﬁwztry haw: 12

it for oti%w cwwu,ps.

3. Insofar as
racting forces to
WASP “‘cthos” “in the
ne from the:so-called
dcxety Afte:r

community, not-self, et

the wmmem for eons, H}ad\
re the first non- WASP group
(agamst their wills) in the

", Blacks brought with

3lack cilture under the impact
of Black*people s separate and specially
. oppressed status in the: society, and
desplte the efforts of thé white ruling
classes to suppress it. Thus, Blacks as @
people have made an enormous and
distinct contribution to the culture of
the country over the centuries, particu-
larly in injecting more expressive values

. (what has been called “‘soul’’) intc the

music, dance, literature, language and
style of the country. This is most
obvious when we consider that the only
two types of contemporary music that
can be considered ‘‘American” are
country music (stemming from poor,
oppressed white layers of the popula-
tion) and Black music: blues, gospel,
jazz, rhythm and blues and soul
(stemming from poor, -oppressed
Blacks), which in turn sired rock and
roll and shaped generations of popular
music both here and around the world.

Thus we can see that in every field—
social, political, economic and cultural
——Black people have played an essential
role in the history of the country. Indeed
it is no overstatement to say that the
United States as we know it today would
be inconceivable without the contribu-
tions of Black people.

Blacks defined

‘outside the society

Yet throughout U.S. history, the
white rulefs, in ‘alliance with substantial
sections of the white population, have

While for large sections of the popula-
tion bourgeois democracy is litile more
than hypocrisy (summed up in the

" phrase ““‘Both rich and poor are forbid-

den to sleep under bridges’”), for Black
people this hypocrisy has taken on mon
strous proportions.

“We hold these hs to be self-evi-
dent,” reads the [ieclaration of Inde-
pendence, ‘“that all mem are created

"”1oped African cul-it) equal, that they are endowed by their

Creator with certain unalienable rights,
that among these are Life, Liberty, and
the Pursuit of Happiness...,” but for
over three and a half centuries, Black
people have consistently been denied
their lives, their liberty, and the ability
to pursue happiness. ‘“‘America’’ was
supposed to be the “land of the free”

. but not for Black people. It was sup-
posed to guarantee “‘liberty and justice
for all’”’ . . .but not for Black people. At
every critical juncture U.S. history,
this hypocrisy has been driven home to
Black people. When the rulers of the
Northern states fought ‘‘to preserve the
Union,”’ this is, launched the Civil War
to prevent the Southern states from
seceding, they did not intend at first that
this Union free Black people. When the
U.S. capitalists intervened in the first
imperialist.-war in 1917 ‘‘to make the
world safe for democracy,” this dem-
ocracy was not meant to apply to Black
people, either in the U.S. or elsewhere.
‘When the U.S. imperialists intervened in
the second inter-imperialist world war to

fight for the ‘“‘Four Freedoms,” this -
include Black -

freedom was not to
people. And when Ronald Reagan today
speaks of a “New Beginning for Amer-
ica,”” he hasn’t the slightest intention
that this “‘beginning’” include Black
people.

Practically from the moment the first
Africans were brought to these shores,
Black people have struggled against their
oppression and for their freedom. Ac-
cording to the historian Herbert
Aptheker: . -

“The first scttlements within the
present borders of the United States to
contain-Negro slaves was the locale of
the - first slave revolt. A Spanish
colomzer, Lucas Vasquez de Ayllon,

ded, in' the of 1526, a

conspired to keep Black people id

- the society, reaping extremely few of the

benefits that the power and wealth of the
country have meant for other groups.
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ity whose probable location was
at or mear the mouth of the Pedee River
in what is now South Carolina. The set-

tlement consisted of about five hundred

Spaniards and one hundred Negro slaves.

Trouble soon beset it, MMness caused nu-

merous deaths, carrying off, in October,

Ayllon himself. Internal dissension

arose and the Indians grew increasingly

suspicious and hostile. Finally, probably
in November, severzl of the slaves re-
belled, and fled to the fudians. The next
monih, what was left of the adventurers,
some one hundred and fifty souls, re-
terned to Riniti,  leaving the vebel

Negroes with their Indian friends---as

the first permanent inhabitants, other

-than the Indians, in what was to be the

United States.”” (Herbert Aptheker,

American Negro Slave Revolis, 1974)
After the founding of the permanent

English settlements and the institution

of slavery a century later, periodic slave

revolts—such as the one led by Nat

Turner in 1831--terrorized the white

population of the sldve states and added
_ to the costs to the slaveowners of owning
other human beings. The slaves also
fought back in other ways—poisoning
their masters, breaking tools, sabotag-
ing anything they could and, of course,
escaping. No one lkunows how many
slaves successfully escaped from slavery,
but it is believed that through the
“Underground Railroad” alone, some
75,000 slaves were able to flee to
freedom in the North and Canada.
During the Civil War, slaves refused to
work and went over to the Union lines in
droves, crippling the Southern economy
and virtually guaraniceing the victory of
the Northern forces; and, despite foul
treatment, 200,000 Black people fought
as soldiers and another 200,000 served as
laborers for (he Union army to defeat
the slaveocracy.

Following the Civil War and emanci-
pation, Black people fought.determined
struggles in an attempt to become truly
equal citizens of the country. And they
fought heroie- -but ultimately unsuc-
cessful—battles  against  the newly

formed Ku Klux Klan and to prevent the .

gains of Reconstruction from being
stripped away. In the 1920s, millions of
Black people joined the mass movement
led by Marcus Garvey that had
international effects, and in the ’30s
Blacks were at the heart of many of the
struggles against unemployment and
other struggles of the Great Depression
period. In the 1950s-70s, through the
Civil Rights, Black Liberation and Black

“Practically from the mom
were brought to these shore
struggled against the

- and for their fr

Workers’ Movements, and the urban
uprisings of the mid-"60s, Black people
again fought in a mass way against their
oppression. And just one year ago,
Black people in Liberty City in Miami
rose up against the rz system follow-
ing the acquittal uf ps who had

y - salesman Lo

gkeaih. Thus in these a:
throughout the history of the country
Black people have madg it clear that they
don’t accept their second-class status in
U.S. society.

But despite these heroic struggics in
an infinite number of ways—all of them
coercive and brutal—the U.S. ruling
class has been successful in defining the

.5. as a ““white man’s country,” in
which Black people, whose heritage in
this country goes back much further

thar
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““The victory of Ronald Reagané—baséd t"‘o‘ a consid

the political mobilization of a thinly-disguised righ
- movement among significant sectors of white peop
nearly-unanimous agreement within the capitalist cl

Black people, take away the gains granted as concessi
’50s and *60s and, as much as poss:ble, recreate the
castg’status of Black people in the United S|
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tlement consisted of about five hundred |

Spaniards and one hundred Negro slaves.
Trouble soon beset it. Iliness eaused nu-
merous deaths, carrying off, ia October,
Avllon himself. Internal dissension
arose and the Indians grew imcreasingly
suspicious and hostile. Finslly, probably
in November, al of the slaves re-
belled, and fled to the Indians. The mext
month, what was left of the adventurers,
some one hundred and fifty souls, re-
turned to Haiti, leaving the rebel
Negroes with their Indian friends—as
“the first permanent inhabitants, other
than the Indisns, in what was to be the
United States.”” (Herbert Aptheker,
American Negro Slave Revelts, 1974)

After the founding of the permanent
English sett and the institution
of slavery a ce later, periodic slave
revolts—such as the one led by Nat
Turner in 1831 —terrorized the white
population of the slave states and added
to the costs to the slaveowners of owning
other human beings. The slaves also
fought back in other ways-—poisoning
their mast breaking tools, sabotag-
could and, of course,
¢ knows how many
slaves supcessfuu‘y escaped from slavery,
but it is believed that through the

“Underground Railroad” alone, some
75,000 slaves were able to flee to
freedom in the North®and Canada.
During the Civil War, slaves refused to
work and went over to the Union littes i
droves, crippling the Southern economy
and virtnally gt teeing the victory of
the Northern ; and, despite foul
treatment, 200,000 Black people fought
as soldiers and another 200,000 served as
laborers for the Union army to defeat
the siaveocracy.

Following the Civil War and emanci-
pation, Black people fought. determined
struggles in an attempt to become truly
egual citizens of the country. And they
fought heroic—bur ultimately unsuc-
cessful—battles against the newly
formed Ku Klux Klan and to prevent the
gains of Reconstruction from  being
stripped away. In the 1920s, millions of
Black people joined the mass movement
led’ by Marcus Garvey that had
international effects, and in the ’30s
Blacks were at the heart of many of the
struggles against unemployment and
other struggles of the Great Depression
period. In the 1950s-70s, through the
Civil Rights, Black Liberation and Black

!

“Practically from the moment the first Africans
were brought to these shores, Black peopie have
struggled against their oppresszon

and for their freedom.”’

Workers' Movements, aiid ¢
o ;

Black people m L

death. Thus in these and :other ways,
throughout: the hlstory of the country
hé:

coercive and brutal—the U.S. ruling
class has been successful in-defining the

which Black people, whose heritage in
this country goes “back much further

than that of many other ethnic (white)
groups, have been de md as alien.
This -special oppression of Black
people forms one of the key contradic-
u.s . While having
U.8. society since
g, Black people have always
ned as outside that society.

‘has beeit clear ‘that this

people

This contradiction ‘i§ built into the
very foundation of {.S. capitalism and
is ingrained in it at every conceivable
level--economic, social, political, cul-
tural, ldeologxcal and ,psychologlcal So
central is it to the existence of U.S.

“The victory of Ronald Reagan—based toa conszderabie degree on -
the political mobilization of a thinly-disguised right-wing racist
movernent among significant sectors of white people—signals a -
nearly-unanimous agreement within the capitalist class to attack

Black people, take away the gains granted as concessions during the
’50s and ’60s-and, as much as poss:ble, recreate the old parzah ’

mstﬁ.status of Black people in the United States.’’

ill no , %tcnd to Black

capitalism and the strength of its ruling
class, that freedom for Black people- -
even in the sense of equal democratic
rights as promised in the Constitution
and Bill of Rights (let alone real
freedom)-—can only -be won through a
revolution that smashes UL, (and even-
taally, international} capitalism, over-
throws the ruling class and destroys the
institutions and attitudes that combine
to oppress Black people and results in a
new, truly free and cooperative society
run by working and oppressed people.

t grant

iHlack people freedom

If there were any illusions in the
ability of Blacks to win freedom and
equality within U.S. capitalism, these
should be rapidly collapsing. Today,
with U.S. and world capitalism in a
severe crisis and heading for a 1930s
speciil oppxusmn
ack people is being lntensified, not
iened. For some years now the gains
the Civil Rights and Black Iibera-
tion Movemenis—an end to some seg-
regation-Jim Crow laws, voting rights,
greater access 1o higher education and
better jobs for some Black people, etc.
have been under attack. More generally,
the climate that was created lhmugh the

ples  of  Black cple  in the
19505-70s in which racism and racist
attacks became more socially unaccept-
ing (zm()ng whole sections of the popula-
tion is changing for the worse. The
victory of Ronuald Reagan, based o a
considerable degree on the political
mobilization of a thinly-disguised righi-
wing racist movemenl among signifi-
cant sectors of white people, signals a
nearty-unanimous agreement within the
capilalist class to attack Rlack people,
¢ away the gains gra S COnees-
15 during the ’50s and ’60s and, as
much as possible, recreate the old

‘“‘pariah’ ‘‘caste’’ status of Black people
in the United States. It is in this context
that today we are witnessing the fright-
ening revival and growth of the Ku Klux
Klan, and the growth of the Nazi
organizations that share the Klan’s fun-
damnental outlook. While not directly the
product of the ruling class itself, the
Klan will increasingly become a welcome
tool of the ruling class in carrying out its
objectives toward Black people and
working class and oppressed people as a
whole.

Whether or not U.S. and world
capitalism can pull itself out of its
present -crisis is impossible to predict.
Abstractly, we agree with Lenin when he
said that there were no situations that
the bourgeoisie, could not find a way out
of, "in other words, there are no
cconomic or political crises the bour-
geoisie is automatically incapable of
solving. Concretely, however, we find it
hard to believe that the present crisis of
the entire world capitalist system can be
resolved short of 2 world depression, the

-rise of mass fascist movements and 2
new world war. And we have serious
_ questions about the ability of the system

to survive such developments. In any
case, the present crisis is severe, will get
much worse and will not be resolved in
the foreseeable future. For all practical
purposes, then, the choice Black people
face, which is the choice all working and
oppressed people must confront, .is
socialism or barbarism. This, of course,
is no choice at all, but makes the fight
for socialist revolution a  burning
necessity. In this context we ¢an consider
our main strategic slogan vis-a-vis the
Black struggle to be: ‘‘Black Liberation
Through Socialist Revolution,”

There is another side to this, however. -

In arguing for a perspective of Black
‘Liberation Through Socialist Revolu-
tion, we'should-add that a revolutionary

" perspective for the United States could
equally be considered one gf ‘‘Socialist

SRRy R R RS

Revolution Through Black Liberation.”
If anything in this world is certain, it is
that there will be no successful socialist
revolution in the United States unless
two things happen.

First, Black people,
worlkers in particular, must p
and ¢ role In the worke s’ move-
ment. The special oppression of Black
people, and the strategic position of the
Black working class, has given many
Black people a greater awareness of the
true nature of U.S. society and a higher
level of consciousness and militancy
than most white workers. This greater
awareness and militancy can be a cn
facior in ing the level of ttx
struggle of the entire working
in raising the consciousness of whiie
workers in particular. It is therefore
essential that Black workers play a
central role in the working class move-
ment throughout the country. The
depree to which this doesn’t happen, for
whatever reason, will be the degree to
which we can expect the movement o
fail to ¢ a certain class-conscious-
nesy and ilitancy.

Secondly, the entire work: class
movement must come to grips with the
so-called ““Black Question,” that is,
wage an intense, head-on campaign
against racismn in its own ranks and
among the mass of white workers and
other white people (the lower middle
class | businesspeople, eic.). And it
must embrace the rights and necds of
Black peopic and their struggle 1or total
liberanon as its own deman de-
gree to which this doesn’t happen will
be the degree to which the movement ig
not in fact a class-wide and class-con-
scious movement; at most it will be a
pdrodual movement fighting for the
of only a section of the
workin ss in defense of relative
privil It will not be able 1o dis-
tinguish who its regl friends and allies
are from: who its real enemies are, and in
fact will be open to, if not actually
forming, alliances with sections of the
ruling class against the more oppressed
sections of the working class, especially
against Black people.

In other words, only if a substantial
number of white workers and other
ople see their interests as one
with their oppressed Black brothers and
sisters—that is, only when they reject an
alliance with the white rulers of the
country, including the racism fostered
by and in the interests of those rulers—
will a substantial revolutionary socialist
movement and struggle be possible in
this country.

For us in the Revolutionary Socialist
League, therefore, our goal is twofold:
the ng;d to fight against the special
oppression Black - people facé in this
society, and the need to fight against the
capitalist system that ultimately prevents
freedom not only for Black people, but
for the vast majority of people—Black,

Latin, Native American, Asian and
white, men and women, gay and
straight.

The special oppression
of Black people

In order to demonstrate our case and
to lay out a strategy for winning Black
Liberation Through Socialist Revolu-
tion, it is necessary to discuss, if only
sketchily, our analysis of the oppression
of Black people and the function of this
oppression within-U.S. capitalism. -

Black people in the U.S. are oppressed
in two somewhat distinct, but overlap-
ping, ways. First, Blacks are oppressed’
as a group, as Blacks That is, Black

-people as a whole are -singled out,

primarily op the basis of their skin color
and other physical “‘racial”’ characteris-
tics, for specml treatment-—special op-
pression. This. is fairly obvious in the

(Continued on followmg page)
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case of slave society where, as historians
have noted, Black people were singled
out for slavery precisely because they
were Black. In the words of John Hope
Franklin:

“Ef they (Blucks) ran away they wore
eadly detected because of thelr color. §f
they proved ungevernable they could be
chimstised with less gualms and with
greater severity thap im the case of
whites, because the Negrocs represented
hcathen people who could mot claim the
immunities accorded to Christians. By
the middle of the se h century
Virginians realized the possibilities that
lay im the cxpioitation of black
labor....”” (John Hope Frankiin,
¥rom Slavery to Kreedom, 1969)

While there were a small number of
free Blacks, this was largely the result of
historical accidents and exceptions:
Practically from the beginning, Black
Africans were brought to the colonies te
be slaves (exuploited laborers) and,
indeed, the ov elming majority of
Black people were slaves, with abso
futely no econormic or political righis to
speak of. They were kept on the very
bottom of society through terror and
violence, to provide virtually unpaid
iabor and to produce a surplus product
(actually surplus value, but this is beyond
the scope of the present document) for
the slaveowners. The entire economic,
political, social and cultural siructure of
Southern slave society was built arouud
the maintenance of Black people as
slaves, that is, to keep them on the
plantations and working. Because of
this, even those Blacks who were free
during this period, mostly craftsmen and
wage laborers, were constrained and op-
pressed by the institutions and attitudes
that existed to maintain, and which
reflected, the slave status of the majority
of Black people.

With the end of slavery, Black peuple
continued to be oppressed as Blacks,
though this took some new and dlffer-

" ent forms, In the post-Reconstruction
South, a campaign of brutal terror and
violence was waged by the former slave-
owners who, |utilizing the recently
formed Ku Klux Klan as their paramili-
tary arm, wrested back the economic,
political and social gains won by Blacks
in the Civil War and Reconstruction. The
result was that Black people were
virtually re-enslaved. Economically, the
majority of Black people continued to
work on the old plantations, which were
now divided up into small individual
plots that were worked on a tenant-
farmer or sharecropping basis. Unable
to eke out a decent living on these plots,
many Blacks thus became bound to the
old slave masters as debt peons. Sup-
plementing this oppression, and in fact
essential to it, were new laws, regula-
tions, mores and customs, ali backed up
by armed force—‘‘lynch law’’—that
told Blacks where to live, what jobs they
could hold, where they could go, how
they could relate to white people—in
short, the whole apparatus of Jim Crow
laws and customs that kept Blacks on
the bottom of society, deprived of
virtually all economic and social power
and, not incidentally, political power
through being denied in fact the vote.
While in its most overt form Jim Crow
evolved in the South, it also emerged in
the Northern part of the country in a
just barely less explicit and equally op-
pressive form. Wherever it existed, Jim
Crow applied to all Black people, from
professionals and small businessmen, to
small farmers ‘and workers.

Through the Civil Rights and Black
Liberation Movements of the 1950s and
*60s, Black peopﬂe broke down many of
the more overt forms of Jim Crow, such
as legal segregation in schools and
housing; the poll tax and other similar

- barriers to Black people voting; the
“‘separate but equal’’ type of facilities
-and ‘“‘back of the bus’ mores. Thus

Black people as a whole made consider-

able gains in this period. They gained
access to certain jobs, neighborhoods
and schools from which they had been
excluded. They acquired a degree of
political power they had not had before.
And they achieved a d ¢ of social and
culiural recognition ‘hey had been
deprived of.

Yet it would be an error to see in this a
permanent and truly decisive victory in
the baule to eradicate the special
oppression of Black people. In particu-
lar, the material, social and political
gains won by Black people in this period
accrued mostly to the Black middle
class, which did grow and achieve some
social  status and power in white
““society.’” But m of the gains that
directly affected mass of Black
people were relatively limited and, as the
present racist offensive shows, none of
the gains was permanent. Moreover,
many of the old, overt forms of Jim
Crow were merely replaced by more
subtle versions; where before, for
example, Black people were deprived of
pofitical power by the poll tax and other
means to prevent from voting,

tiien

Aoplined henbetely *

| relatively and .
Starting around the turn of the

" century, however, and then spurred by

the ‘labor shortage created by the
industrial boom during World War I,
reds of thousands of Black people
moving to Northern citics, where
the majority of them became workers,
proletarians in the strict sense, with
nothing to sell but their labor-power. In
this period, with the advent of mass pro-
duction methods and the lessening of
strictly craft work in basic industry,
Black workers made up a substantial
portion of the unskilled workforce in
and the infant auwto industry.
, Black people are, in their
jority, workers in basic industry and
sectors of the economy. Thus

othe
throughout their existence as laborers,
Black people have been exploited (that
is, had a surplus pumped out of them)

by the ruling ciasses. And they have

suffered the various forms of oppression
accompanies this position.

WO some-

csston

the case

combination of
distinet  types  of o
sion as a people and, in

“Our goal is twofold: The need to fight against the special
oppression Black people fuce in this sociciy, and the need
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Black, Latir, Native American, Asian and white,

wr Black people,

- ithe vast majoriy of people

men and women, gay and straipht.”

today, the same effect is gained by less
obvious methods, such as establishing
at-large voting districts that practically
nullify-the Black vote. vhere before
Black people werce kept i “‘separate but
equal® (that is, inferior) schools by law,
today this same result is accomplished
through the economic inac¢cessability of
certain communities to Black people,
etc. Finally, the entire economic, social,
political, cultural and psychological
mechanisms of racism combine to keep
Black people in the more or less same
version of the especially c[,prcsaed state
that has been their fot since the end of
Rcconsuucuon.

In sum, Black people in the U.S. have
been and still are oppressed as a group,
as Blacks, kept on the bottom and, in
fact, outside white U.S. society through
a variety of legal, extra-legal and illegal
means. '

In addition to being oppressed as a
people, the majority of Black people
have also been oppressed and exploited
as members of working classes. Under
slavery, the majority of Black people
constituted a working (as in laboring)
class. In addition to providing agricul-
tural labor, a significant number of
Black slaves were sent by their owners to
work in the cities as artisans and in the
mines and on the docks. Women slaves
who were considered too weak to work
in the fields were sent to work in cotton
mills. In these cases, the slaves were
doing the same work as white workers;
they were wage laborers except their
wages would be stolen by their slave-
owners.

In the aftermath of the Civil War, the
majority of Black people were small
farmers, also a laboring class, while
smaller numbers of Blacks flourished as

. artisans, teachers and wage earners, The .

end of Reconstruction in 1877, however,
served to temporarily drive Black people
into the most improverished layers of
the agricultural proletariat, owning little
or no land and forced to work on some-

“one else’s land to survive, Accordiiig to

Herbert Gutman, Black people were to 2

" large degree forced out of the more
“upwardly mobile jobs:

120,000 southern craftsmen in 1865
about 100,000 were Negroes, but...
over .the mext forty years this figure

.. .of about .

of the majority, oppression as worlgis)
leads to a situation in which the majority
of Black people today make up what is a
:ly oppressed sector of the work-
ss, usuvally doing tie worst jobs
r the least wages, last and first
fired, discriminated against in hiring and
promotion, and making up a dispro-
portionately large portion of the reserve
army of labor, deprived of the oppor-
tunity to learn or exercise skills. More
broadly, Black people are still treated as
second-class citizens (and often not as
“citizens”” at all) in almost every facet of
liie, denied their democratic rights and
dignity that should be accorded to all
human beings.

Black people in the U.S.
can’t be defined by
traditional categories

With these considerations in mind, we
can proceed to a question that has been
of continuing concern and debate within
the radical movement, including the
Black Movement. That is, how should
Black people be characterized politi-
cally?

In trying to answer this, it is essential
that we avoid one of the chief weak-
nesses of bourgeois sociology: a ten-
dency to reduce historical and social
experiences into static categories. This
tendency ends up denying or downplay-
ing the dynamic, contradictory nature of
society, and winds up ignoring the fact
that society is made up of concrete

_people who act in ways that ‘‘social

categories” and “‘societal laws”’. can at
best ' approximate. Specifically, Black
people in the U.S. do not fit any of the
neat categories of bourgeois sociology.
Strictly speaking, Black people in the
U.8 do not constitute a nation: they did

.not emigrate from one distinct national

territory. While Black people’s “‘roots”’
are African, Africa was not:at the time
of the slave trade, just asif isn’t today, a
single homogeneous society with one
distinct language, culture or social
organization. Slaves came from all parts

of Africa: from what is today Senegal,
Guinea, the Ivory Coast, eic., on the
northwest coast, to at least as far south
as Angola and as far east as Mozam-
bique, on the southeast coast of the con-

tinent. T were Mande,
Nupe, Foulal:, Kissi, Senefu
and they spoke Hausa, Yoruba, 'i'v
dozens of other tongues. Moreover, the
forms of social organization were not
the same throughout Africa; there were
extremely advanced, literate and hier-
archical societies such as that around
Timbuktu, and more nomadic, strictly
tribal and non-literate societies in the
south.

ainly over a period of decades
ies in the U.S. that
ne welded into a more or
less unified people, with a distinct
cultural-ethnic identity. Thus Black
people’s experience cannot be under-
stood separate from their experience as
part of the (nation of) United States.

At the same time, Black pLOplC‘ “mmt
be defined as tonsmutmg a’
some  bouigeois  scholars mw; @
templed, and as we did in ocur early
history} without distorting the meaning
of the term. Historically, castes have
been distinct social groupings that are
narrower than classes, differentiated
{rom each other by social function and
occupation, and sanctioned by religion.
Black people, as we have discus:
constitute & grouping that is ﬂu(md’
. than one cla
y class and middle cla
is not primarily defined by a distinct
occupation (there are Black farmers,
workers and professionals); and is not
sanctioned by religion.

If Blacks should not be strictly
defined by the (raditional categories,
how then should they be défined? In
searching for an appropriate te
tried to base curselves on the fo
understanding:

eBlack people as a whole are'an
oppressed section of the society, are
oppressed because they are Black; -

¢ They are a people originally taken
from different regions and societies in

Black

people be

Africa, comprising different racial,
ethnic, linguistic, and cultural groups,
and then forged through their own

unique experience in the U.S. into 2
distinct people with most of the
characteristics of a nation, particularly,
a distinct cultural identity;

e Black people as a group in the 1.8,
cannot be understood outs their
unique experience and position as an
especially oppressed grouping within,
and as part of, a larger nation.

Yet, after experimenting with a
number of terms,-including “‘oppressed
nationality,” none of which we found
satisfactory, we have decided it would be
better to avoid the terminological
question altogether and refuse to settle
for a second-best definition which we
recognize to be inadequate. In doing
this, we must emphasize our view that
no single word or phrase can possibly
convey some 450 years of the Black
experience in this country. As a result,
we are specifically anxious to avoid the
static boxes that the other traditional
phrases such as nation and caste have
become. Moreover, the traditional def-
initions have come to be associated with
certain programmatic implications that

. we do not necessarily agree with: in the

case of nation, a belief that Black people
should seek territorial nationhood as the
answer to their oppression; in the case.of
caste, a belief that a removal of certain
limitations and restrictions put on Black
people by their ““caste’ status is all that
is needed. Later in this document we will
discuss these strategies, as well as our
program, for Black Liberation. For

_now, however, we simply want to point

out that what really counts are these
differing strategle& and programs, and
not what label we or anyone else tises to
descrﬁ_bg Biack people.

[TO BE CONTINUED]
St
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LEAGUE is an orgenization
o the fight for ireedom for
world’s people—ireedom from po
hunger; trom racism and all forms
national, sexual, age and class-rel
oppression; from privileged rulers
wars -~ fresdom from capitalism.
We

1 The REVOLUTIONARY SOCI

deeper into a massive economic, §
and social crisis. This crisis is bring
conditions as bad s or worse thar
Great Depression of the 1930s. in
countries, the ruling classes are re
to the crisis by bludgeoning down
standards of the masses of people
curtailing our rights. Unemplm«u 1

apparaius—the police, mlhtuly p
etc.—are all part of the capiialist
in the 1930s, the crisis is paving th
the rise of fascist groups sager to
their ganocidal solution on human

internationally, the crisis w
the battles among the different bl
national capitalists to flare into ful
« each seeks to defend and
auwecr, markets, investment ou
control of natural resources again
others. Twice already this century
capitalisis have fought devastatin,
wars, in which millions of people ¢
Now, with the development of hug
arsenals capable of blowing pp thi
hundreds of times ovar, human civ
itself hangs in the balance.

Thus the confinued existenc
system is pushing us clos
day 16 deprassion, fascism, worid
v totul destruction.,

wWars

We in the RSL believe there
alternative to ail this. That c
tive lies in the workers, sma

farmers, peasants, unemployed, ne
and other oppressed minorities, ya

women, leshians and gay men—in
downtrodden and persecuted
every society-—-uniting fogether o
throw pur.common enemy, the cap
system, and establish SOCIALISM.
This will require a REVOLUT
which the masses of people fight ic
control of the governments, bonks,
of trensportation and communicati
factorles, ticlds, mills and mines. A
revolution would also have to smas
capitalists’ state apparatus: their p
armed forces, their courts and prisc
litical bodies (legislatures, congr

parllaments efc.) ahd mammoth bt
cracies, and other institutions of caj
class rule.

While such revolutions are m
likely to develop on @ national basis
believa that fo be successful they m
become worldwide in scope. Capito

RSL F

CopitalisminCrisls. .. ......
Soclalism vs. State Capl
Socielism and the Fight for Le
#exicans and Chicanos in
and the Struggle for Soclall
The Rise of State Capitalism
(How the Russien Revaolutie
The Russion Revolution
(Revolutlonary Soclalist Edr
Imperialism, National Liberal
(Educational Serles, Ne. 2).
Maolism and the Soviet Unien.
Basie Analysis of State Coplf
of the Revolutionary Tendes
Gay Liberation Through Seci
of the Revelutionary Tender
South Africa: vamry to m-lic
Chllo: Never Againi.
of the R
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of Africa: from what is today Senegal,
Guinea, the Ivory Coast, etc., on the
northwest coast, to at least as far south
as Angola and as far east as Mozam-
bique, on the southeast coast of the con-
tinent. They were Mande, Yoruba,
Nupe, Foulah, Kissi, Senefu and others,
and they spoke Hausa, Yoruba, Twi and
dozens of other tongues. Moreover, the
forms of social organization were not
the same throughout Africa; there were
extremely advanced, literate and hier-
archical societies such as that around
'ﬁmbukm, and more nomadic, strictly

tribal and non-literate societies in the
se,dfm

It was only over & period of decades
and centuries in the U.S. that Black
people became welded into a more or
less unified people, with a distinct
cultural-ethnic identity. Thus Black
people’s experience cannot be under-
stood separate from their experience as
part of the (nation of) United States.

At the same time, Black 3eople cannot
he defined as constituting a “‘caste”’ (as
some  bourgeois scholars “have  at-
»mpted, and as we did in our early
history) without distorting the meaning
of the term. Historically, castes have
been distinct social groupings that are
narrower than classes, differentiated
from each other by social function and
occupation, and sanctioned by religion.
Black people, as we have discussed,
stitute a grouping that is broader,
t parrower, than one class {there are
king class and middle class Blacks);
is not primarily defined by a distinct
occupation (there are Black farmers,
workers and professionals); and is not
sanctioned by religion.

If Blacks should not be strictly
defined by the traditional categories,
how then should they be défined? In
ching for an appropriate term, we
&d to base ourselves on the following
understanding:

e Black people as a whole are an

oppressed section of the society, are

oppressed because they are Black;

* They are a people originally taken
from different regions and societies in
Afnca comprising different racial,
hnic, linguistic, and cultural groups,
d then forged through their own
unigque experience in the U.S. into a
distinct people with most of the
characteristics of a nation, particularly,
a distinct cultural identity;

= Black people as a group in the U.S.
cannot be understood outside their
unique experience and position as an
especially oppressed grouping within,
and as part of, a larger nation.

Yet, after experimenting with a
number of terms, including ‘‘oppressed
nationality,” none of which we found
satisfactory, we have decided it would be
better to avoid the terminological
guestion altogether and refuse to settle
for a second-best definition which we
recognize to be inadeguate. In doing
this, we must emphasize our view that
no single word or phrase can possibly
convey some 450 years of the Black
experience in this country. As a result,
we are specifically anxious to avoid the
static boxes that the other traditional
phrases such as nation and caste have
become. Moreover, the traditional def-
initions have come to be associated with
certain programmatic implications that

_we do not necessarily agree with: in the

case of nation, a belief that Black people
should seek territorial nationhood as the
answer to their oppression; in the case of
caste, a belief that a removal of certain
limitations and restrictions put on Black
people by their ““caste’’ status is all that
is needed. Later in this document we will
discuss these strategies, as well as our
program, for Black Liberation. For

now, however, we simply want to point
out that what really counts are these
differing strategies and programs, and
not what label we or anyone else uses to
describe_Black people.

[TO BE CONTINUED]
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LEAGUE is an organization dedicated

to the fight for freedom for all the
world's people—freedom from poverty and
hunger; from racism and ali forms of
national, sexual, age and class-related
oppression; from privileged rulers ond
wars—freedom from capitalism.

We believe that this fight is more
necessary than ever. Today, the world
capitalist system is sliding deeper and
deeper into a massive economic, political
and social crisis. This crisis is bringing
conditions as bad as or worse than the
Great Depression of the 1930s. In ali
countries, the ruling classes are responding
to the crisis by bludgeoning down the living
standards of the masses of people and
curtailing our rights. Unemployment and
wage-cutting, cutbacks in social services
arid a beefing up of the repressive
apparatus—the police, military, prisons,
etc.—are all part of the capitalist attack. As
in the 1930s, the crisia is paving the woy for
the rise of foscist groups eager to impose
their genocidal solution on humanity.

Internationally, the crisis will cause
the batties among the different bloes of
national capitalists to flare into full-scale
wars, as each seeks to defend and increase
its power, markets, investment outlets and
control of natural resources against the
others. Twice already this century the
capitalists have fought devastating world
wars, in which millions of people-died.

Now, with the development of ‘huge nucleo
arsenals capableof blowing pp the planet
hundreds of times over, human cwihzaﬁon
itself hangs in the balance. :

Thus the continued ex:sience of the
capitalist system is pushing us closerevery
day to depression, fascism, world war and
possibly total destruction.
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farmers, p
‘and other oppressed mmormes, youth,
women, lesbions and gay men—in sum, the
downtrodden and persecuted peoplo of
every society—uniting f togetherto over- -
throw pur common enemy, the capimlisf
system, and establish SOCIALISA.

This will require.c REVOLUTION in
which the masses of people fight to seize
control of the governments, banks, means
of transportation and communication,
tactories, fields, mills and mines. A
revolution would also have to smash the
capitalists’ state apparatus: their police and
armed forces, their courts and prisons, their
political bodies (legisiatures, congresses,

parli etc.) and h bureau- .
cracies, and other institutions of capitalist
class rule.

While such revolutions are most
likely to develop on ¢ national basis, we
believe that o be successful they must
become worldwide in scope. Capitalism is

Capitalism in Crisis
Socialism vs. State Cap

an international system, with a world
economy and a world market. Only through
an international socialist revolution can the
workers and their allies eliminate all
capitalist oppression and have access fo the
human, natural and technical resources
necessary to solve the problems
confronting hyman society.

in place of the dictatorship of the
capitalists, the RSL Believes working
and oppressed people can buildo
cooperative, humane world society. Run by
workers’ councits and other mass organiza-
tions of farmers, housewives, soldiers and
spacially oppressed groups, the new
society would provide the fullest
democracy for the vast majority of people,
whife ruthlessly suppressing the capitalists
and those who seek to get cheed b
stepping on the backs of others.

Although the destructive legacy of
capitalism would be severe, a truly
democratic, mass-controlled government
could begin to recrganize society to fulfill
human needs, not provide a privileged
existence for tiny slites. Resources cur-
rently thrown into the military, for
example, could be used to end hunger,
build housing, schools, roads, «tc. The
workweek could be shortensd, craating
jobs for millions of unemployed people.

In ways such as these, the inequality
and uarcity that lie af the heart of capital-
ism's d t-dog cor it could be

: olimlnoud Paople wnq|d increasingly have

501 1o get over on others, and the
ial basis of classes, the state, racism,
sexism and anti-gay bigotry would
disappear. Incréasingly, everyone would
have the time and spportunity to develop
their fullbhuman potential; everyone would
become 'ruly FIEE able to control their

* This i our vision ofSOdMBM. "
ot be

rievitable—people have 1p want it and
fight for it, But we balieve it Is the only
alternative worth fighting for.

Socialism does not axist anywhere in
the world taday. What is called
socialism in countries like Russia,
China, Cuba, Albania, Poland, etc., is state
capitallem, a 20th century variation of
traditional, private shareholding
capitalism, In the state-capitalist (often
called Stalinist) countries, as in the
“reguiar’ cupihlis' nations, a small elite
society, making all the decisi
and reapmg all the benefits. Working and
oppressed people have no more control of
the foctories and other workplaces, the

_economy, the government or anything else

than do workers in traditional capitalist
countries. The state-capitalist ruling class
controls the state apparatus and
nationalized industry, while the workers
are in the position.of being wage slaves,
chained to a giant capitalist machine.
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in these countries—as in all the
countries of the world - REVOLUTION is the
only way to establish resl socialism and win
freedom for all working and oppressed
people.

At a time when the struggle
between the world’s two main imperialist
powers, the 1.5, and the U.S.5.R., is being
portrayad wrongly as one between
capitalisi and socialism, democracy end
totalitarionism, the RSL believes it is more
important than ever to fake a clear stand in
opposition to capitalism in all its forms and
to fight for a revolutionary, libertarion
vision of sociafism.

In the coming period, as the
§ capitalist crisis Intensifies, we

axpect mass movements and i
strugglos - both of the right and the left
—-to break out with increosing frequency
around the world. The question is: Will
these upheavals lead to fascist dictator-
ships, state-capitalist transformations, a
new world war—or an international
soclalist revolution that puts all thé capital-
-1t garbage behind us?

The RSL believes thot the last
outcome con be brought to pass only with
the active intervention and political leader-
ship of o disciplined Infernationat ravohu-
tionary working class party. This party, and
Its sections in countries around the world, is
needed to educate and organize workers
and other oppressed paople obout the
cause of their misery and the solution to it:
o work in different movements and
struggles to increase the cluss-conscious-
ness and militancy of their participants; fo
combat reformist, social-democratic, state-
capitolist, fuscist and other leaderships that
would derail mass, popular struggles and
lead them to certaln defeat; and to holp
unite the different forcas oppressed by

italism info a ¥ it on the

The existence of revolutionary
working class parties does not guarantee
victory. But without them, the more-
organized and powerful enemies of
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olutionary Socialist League

socialist revolution will surely triumph.

The RSL considers the construction of
arevolutionary party in the U.S. and around
the world to be our main strategic task. In
so doing, we reject any and all elitist
notions that have come to be associated
with such parties: that the party stands
separate from and above the working
class; that the party may use any method,
no matter how base or dishonest, o gain
leadership of the masses in struggle; that
its goal is to form a one-party state within a
supposedly socialist society. Our goal is o
society where human beings can
consciously shape their own existence; we
see a revolutionary party simply as the
vehicle through which this can be made

possible. '
6 tradition of Marx, Engels, Lenin and

Trotsky, particularly the pioneering
theoretical work of Marx and Engels; the
conception of the party, the stress on the
importance of national liberation struggles
and the anti-statism shown in The $tate and
Revolution of Lenin; and the fight ugainst
Stalinism of Trotsky. But we also identify
with the best of anarchism, particularly its
tibertarian spiiit. And we hold In no less
regard those leuders throughout the ag
who have fought ngainst verious forms of
exploitation and oppression: from
Spartacus to Harriet Tubman, from Emiliano
Zapata to Malecoim X.

We believe it is cruciol for the left to
rid itzelf of the state-capitalist baggage
which it has carried for far too long. To do
s0 requires a careful evaluation of the
theoretical underpinnings of the modern
teft, from Maric to the Russian Revolution o
the current day. Cnly in this way con the
best of our heritage-—the fight againsy
oppression and for revolutionary socialism
~—be preserved and the worst of it—an
infatuation with technocrotic planning and
strong states—be discarded.
ftevolutionaries must be the vanguard in
the fight for common decency and true
freadom. It Is to that fight the RSL is
committed, body and soul. Join us!

The RSL identifies itself in.the
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