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The U1.5. presidentiz
People are looking for a way to stop Reagan’s
attacks. Among the host of Democratic
candidates, there is one who seems to be more
charisinatic, more radical and more conceri
s of oppressed people. Jesse Jackson
says he has a way to stop Reaganism and turn

the country around. Does he?
See centerfold, p.

[ campaign has started.

The Reagan administration’s imperi-
alist intervention in Lebanon has suf-
fered a humiliating, but not conclusive,
defeat. On February 7, as full-fledged
civil war threatened to break out in

lic Opposes
Escalation but—

Lebanon, Reagan announced plans to
pull the 1,400 Marines stationed near
Beirut out of the country and. ‘“‘rede-
ploy’’ them on ships off shore. His deci-
sion came less than 24 hours after

administration spokespersons had sworn
the U.S. would not “‘cut and run’’ in
lebanon, and had condemned a
Democratic  Congressional  resolution
calling for withdrawing the Marines as
“‘aiding and abetting those opposed to
peace in the Middle East.”

The Reagan administration sent
Marines into Lebanon in September,
1982, as a symbcl of support for Leba-
nese president Amin Gemayel’s rightist,
pro-U.S. regime. But the M-
presence failed to intimidate eith: e
Lebanese Muslim factions opposed :0

the Gemayel government or their main
ally, the Syrian government, which
occupies large parts of the country.
After over 200 Marines were killed by a
bomb iast September, t public, the
Democrats, and substanual chunks of
Reagan’s own Republican Party in-
creasingly demanded the Marines” with-
drawal. Nevertheless, the administra-
tion, which likes to boast it hasn’t “‘lost
a country’’ since coming into office,
insisted that the Marine presence was a
test of ‘‘American steadfastmess and

{(Continued on page 5
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inneapolis Rights Amendment
'Revives Pornography Debate

‘See page b
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- Gay ‘spaces are

Iinternational lesbian/gay..

march planned

Dear Sisters and Brothers,
We are writing to invite you
to help us build an International
Lesbian and Gay Conference
and March on the United
Nations, tentatively set for Sep-
tember 29-30, 1984. We invite
you to participate in a planning
meeting, scheduled for March
3-4, 1984, in New York City. A
mobilization of Lesbian and
Gay people and our supporters

will allow us to raise personal

and political issues on a local,
national and international level
as a unified community with
many points of view and one
single goal: FREEDOM.

We are all too aware of the
limitations on our liberty to live
openly as proud Lesbians and
Gays. We are losing jobs,
because our employers believe
we're carrying AIDS, because
of the general economic crisis,
and because we are Lesbian and
Gay. We are being denied
housing and we are being beaten
on the streets by our neighbors
and _the police = alike. Our
children are taken
us. Locally, our I

munity pressure

Nationally, we are
AIDS while those
diseasg, are condem
same time, the governm
directly allocated more.
for covert actions against Nica-
ragua than for research and
medical -care for Lesbian and

‘Gay health-care needs. A Lesbi-

an and Gay rights bill has still
not been seriously considered by
Congress; the military blatantly
discriminates against Lesbians
and Gays; and-the Immigration
and Naturalization Service is
still mandated by, Congress to
refuse entry into the country to
any Lesbian or Gay male.

Internationally, Lesbians and
Gays are beginning to organize
against their oppression in
Brazil, Mexico, Venezuela,
South Africa, Indonesia and
Peru. In other countries, Cuba
and Haiti among them, repres-
sion of our sisters and brothers
grows. In solidarity, the Inter-
national Gay Association has
declared 1984 to be the Interna-
tional Year of Lesbian and Gay
Action.

We hope to use the UN as a
focal point—in our March and
Conference—to tie our strug-
gles together. The purpose of
the spring planning session is to
discuss and decide, as a com-
munity and in a democratic
fashion, what the March and
Conference will be about, and
to begin organizing for them.
At the Planning Meeting we
would like to -put together a
progressive .liberation - agenda
and begin to build toward a
mass mobilization. It is our

- hope  that conference themes ;
will emerge that foster dialogue -went surgery. When this request

’

and allow us to increase our

networking, organizing and
visibility.

We are a group of indi-
viduals—women, men, people
of color and whites—with
experience in the. Lesbian and
Gay movement. We are excited

and determined and we need

your participation.
In Struggle and Liberation,
Lesbian and Gay
Organizing Committee for 1984
P.O. Box 1498,
New York, N.Y. 16009

More on

Selassie

S oo,

Dear Torch,

Revolutionary greetings to
you and your comrades.
for putting the
ical image of Haile Selassie

tion of Terch about th
age of Haile Selassie,
thiopia I might add, is

Y
eply objectively accurate, but it
as also clear and concise in its
ntent. We, as concerned as we
are about the Eritrean struggle,
know too well ‘of the broad
misconceptions held, especially
among our Black brothers and
sisters, of the reality of present-
day Ethiopia. Please continue
to enlighten your readers about
the true facts concerning the
Ethiopian government, the Eri-
trean struggle, the struggles of
“different nationalities within
Ethiopia and the clear progres-
sive and anti-imperialist ‘stands
“of these opposition movements.
Thank you.

In Solidarity,
Araia Tséggai,
Coordinator, Research and

" -Information Centre on Eritrea,

P.O. Box 1295,
New York, N.Y. 10025

A

Victory for
fired Detroit
‘worker

Dear Editors: .

In May of 1983, Cynthia R.,
a Black female employee of
Merrill Lynch Relocation Man-
agement (Southfield, Mich-
igan), asked her supervisor,
Susan M., for the afternoon off
in order to be at the hospital
while_her youngest son under-

was refused, Cynthia asked to
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see her personnel file. The

struggle that followed allows us

a glimpse into the workings of

many major corporations—we

see the pettiness and meanness
~with which they treat their
secretarial employees, the
““office help.”” Often the lowest
paid, allowed the least- amount
of time off, they are essential to
the work of all companies, yet
they are treated with the least
amount of respect.

Susan M. refused to let
Cynthia see her personnel file.
When Cynthia demanded this
right, she was fired. Cynthia
filed an EEOC (Equal Em-
ployment Opportunity Commis-
sion) suit against Merrill Lynch
Relocation Management and
Susan M. In retaliation, Susan
filed “‘assault and battery”’
charges against Cynthia.

These charges were based on
lies. When the case came into
District Court in December,
Susan’s witnesses contradicted
her and each other. In fact,
Susan’s story on the witness
stand was different from the
version in her police report.

Three of Cynthia’s former
co-workers, including myself,
came forward as witnesses and
testified to Cynthia’s ability to
deal calmly with problems and
Susan’s tendencies to lose her
temper.

On previous occasions, she_
had shown her temper when she
did not “‘get her way.”’ At least
one other employee was ‘‘laid
off”” (figed) because of ‘‘per-
sonality- conflicts”” with Susan.

The jury deliberated less than
10 minutes before returning a
not guilty decision for Cyn-
thia. This was a small, yet
important victory for all office
*workers, especially those of us

working.without, union protec-

tion and at the whim of
. vindictive supervisors.

Sincerely,

Miriam S.

Detroit, Michigan

Defend
Russian
peace
activists

Dear Torch readers,

"On December 8, four mem-
bers -of the Moscow-based
Group to Establish Trust be-
tween the U.S.A. and U.S.S.R.
were -physically barred from
attending the trial of fellow
activist Oleg Radzinsky. They
were beaten by police and
placéd under house arrest. One
of them, Dr. Olga Medvedkova,
a geographer, is now being
charged with ““‘assaulting’’ three
of her attackers and is facing
one to five years in jail.

We are asking all who are
concerned with the issues of
peace and human righis every-
where to join us in protesting
‘this outrage by joining us on a
picket line on Saturday, Febru-
ary 25, 1:00 p.m., at the Soviet
Mission to the UN: 136 E.67th
Street (between 3rd and Lexing-
ton Avenues) in New York City.
We also ask supporters to send
telegrams to the Soviel yrosecu-
tor: .Procurator General Alex-
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ander Rekunov, ul. Pushkin-
skaya, 15-A, Moscow, USSR.

Recent prosecutions of Mich-
igan peace activists, who are
currently being charged with
conspiracy and face more than
two years in jail, draw a frigh-
tening parallel. International
solidarity in the face of govern-
ment repression of those fight-
ing for disarmament is all the
more crucial in this difficult
period. .

Ad Hoc Committee To Defend
Olga Medvedkova

339 Lafayetie Street

Roowm 202

New York, N.Y. 16012
Telephone (212) 505-65%0

Ghanaian
teacher

writes

Comrades,

Thanks for continuing mail-

ing me the revohutionary news-
paper. I am sorry that I have
not been able (o communicate
with you for some time now. |
was once again attacked by
sickness and had to be hospital-
ized again for threc months.
Pve just been discharged from
hospital and given some time to
rest from job. Happily, some
fellow teachers here had been
opening my letters and reading
the Torch during my hospital-
ization; and they have shown
great interest in it. My hospi-
talization has landed me in
heavy debt since even ¢uch basic
drugs as chloroguine has to be
bought by the patients them-
selves. In fact some patients
even sleep on the bare floor
since there are shortages of beds

OX 1268, GPO, NEW YORK, NY 10116

]

and beddings. All these are
happening in a Government
hospital which is supposed to be
the second most up to date
teaching hospital in the country.
In view of my present predica-
ment | would very much
appreciate any assistance, be it
financial or in kind from any
revolutionary worker in the
U.S.A. Such assistance should
be sent to me through the RSL
and mailed to me.

I would also be very much

pleased if through your paper I-

could get a pen pal in the U.S. |
am a thirty-year-old man with
teaching being my profession.
Politically, I.believe myself 1o
be a Marxist and my hobbies are
debating and reading political
and economic books. The pro-
spective pen pal may be either
male or female and may or may
not share my ideological stance.
1 end with much greetings to
you all, especially Rod. Thanks.
Yours in the Struggle,

A.S.N.

Likes RSL
Central
America
Supplement

T

Dea. Friend,

Enclosing two dollars. Please
send me five or six copies of the
“Central American Revolution
and the U.S. Solidarity Move-
ment.”’ I'd like to distribute
copies to my friends. This
supplement is the most reason-
able and lucid presentation of
the case for radical support of
the Latin American revolution
that I’ve seen so far.

I’d like to stop in and talk
with you the next time I’'m in
New York.

Salud,
M. C.
Massachusetts
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By ALBERT LARY

U.S. President Ronald Reagan has
chosen to make Central America the
cutting edge of U.S. foreign policy. In
his view, either the U.S. draws the line
against communism in El Salvador, or
the hanle is lost for American-style cwn
n. That, incredibly enough, is
is underlying U.S. foreign p:
ion-making today.

But this is not just Reagan’s opin
[he report of the Kissinger Comm
Central America, issued to much
ia fanfare on January 11, strongly
endorses his analysis. The 12 members
of the Kissinger Commission were
appointed by Reagan last year and
charged with developing a bipartisan
national policy for Central America. To
this end, Reagan included in the panel
several prominent Demgcratic Party
members, including Robert Strauss
cha!rman of Jimmy Carter’s 1980 re-
election campaign; Lane Kirkland,
president of the AFL-CIO union fed-
eration; and Henry Cisneros, mayor
of San Antenio.

hat the commission produced has
all the appearances of the ruling class
consensus which Reagan wanted. In fact
the report was unanimously endorsed by
the Commission with only a handful of
footnote-sized dissents.

The report represents a calculated
trade-off between conservatives and
liberals on the Commission, each side
getting and giving up scmething in
return. But the rea] wmner is Rea, a.n

on

crisis: that the U.S. has vital
interests in the region which
threatened by SovietaCuban exp: .

What he gave up to the liberals’ was
vague concessions on human rights, a
generous proposal on health, education
housing aid to the region, and some
pathetic talk about the ‘‘internal
of the conflict.”” But the

concessions to the liberals mean very
little. After all, it is the president himself
who will implement the report, which
will be used as nothing more than a
cover for a wider war.

With his basic analysis endorsed by
the panel, Reagan wasted no time in
calling for a huge increase in military aid
¢ Salvador—$179 million to be
to this year’s budget and §
sre for 1985. This compares (o
lion in military aid to El Sal-
approved by Congress so far this
‘I'he money would go, in part, o
hase trucks, radio equipment, artil-
aery, 22 new helicopters, and possibly
new fighter-bombers. It would also
build a major new training base inside
El Salvador.

And the $8 billion in humanitarian
economic aid which the Kissinger
Commission recommended? The presi-
dent turned this proposal over to Con-
gress, knowing full well it has no chance
of being adopted in an election year,
with a shaky economy and a $200 billion
budget deficit.

Littie support for
Feagan policy.

But Reagan still has to deal with the
U.S. public, and they don’t want a war.
A Harris poll in mid-January showed
that the U.S. people reject nearly all the
ger Commission’s key recommen-
s: more military aid to El Salva-
dor (fejected 76 percent to 17 percent);
moére :economic aid (rejected 66 to 27
percent); continued aid to right-wing
Nicaraguan contras (rejected 60 to 24
percent); more U.S. military maneuvers
in Honduras (rejected 62 to 29 percent).
Surprisingly, the president also has to
convince U.S. military leaders of the
need to escalate the war in Central
America. Most of the top brass dread

PRI

thousand people marched
ocugh the streets of Tijuans, Baj
i mrnin, Mexico on January

The marchers approached to
within 50 feet of the U.S. Border entry

gates where they stopped for a political raily.
Participants represented a variety of leftist and solidarity
groups from northwest Mexico and the U.S. Southwest, including
an intematmml gay aad lesbian contingent. -~

. backed Salvadorean forces

a SM.VADDRE\A»;
PO L!gERAL%STA

Henry Kissinger
(foreground) and
AFL-CIO president
Lane Kirkiand
testify during KFeb-
ruary Senate hear-
ing. Kirkland and
other Democrats
on the Kissinger |
mission joined
publicans in
demanding 1.S.
escafation in

the thought of another
Vietnam-style war and prefer to keep
U.S. military strength uncommitted and
ready for action elsewhere. But, one way
or another, military aid to E} Salvador s
going to increase. The only question is:
Can it make any difference in a war the
U.S. has already nearly lost?

In the first ten days of 1984, U.S.-
suffered
their two worst defeats of the entire war.
A major army base at El Paraiso, 36
miles from the capital, was seized by
rebels and over 100 government troops
were killed. Two days later, rebels drove
away 200 troops guarding the country’s

~ES' DE
DPRES\ AL

unpopular,

®

largest highway bridge and then de-
stroyed it, severely limiting traffic into
the eastern third of the country.

At the rate things are going in Il
Salvador, the regime could collapse very
soon. Today, the forces of the Frente
Farabundo Marti para la [Liberacion
Nacional (FMLN) are stronger than they
have ever been. Ground has been lost by
the government, including most of San
Vicente Province, where millions of
dollars were spent only last year to
“pacify’” the area and stamp out rebel
influence. Today, most of the US.
experts are gone from San Vicente and
the rebels are back in control, as they are
in four other provinces. More money
will not save the corrupt and demoral-
ized Salvadorean army. In fact, the
rebels seemn to capture U.S. weapons
from government troops about as fast as
they are unpacked.

What, then, could save the day for
U.S. imperialism? Only a massive in-
vasion by U.S. Combat forces, aided by
troops from the neighboring puppct
regimes of Honduras and Guatemala.
Currently, thousands of U.S. troops are
stationed in Honduras engaged in train-
ing maneuvers which are due 10 end in
March. The Pentagon has announced,
however, that at least 1,000 of them will
remain indefinitely, in anticipation of
more ‘‘maneuvers’” later this year.
Although almost no one wants a major
land war in Central America, U.S.
imperialism has very few options left.

Despite this, an invasion is probably
not imminent. The Salvadorean rightist
parties are busy with a U.S.-sponsored
presidential election which takes place
March 25. The U.S. presidential cam-
paign runs until November, and will
focus attention on the president’s public
image. Reagan, who is now trying to
look peaceful, will not want to risk his
reelection by starting a big unpopular
war. Further, an increase in U.S.
military aid, combmed with a probable

decrease in rebel activity as the spring
rains begin, will also give the situation a
less critical tone. We still have time to
organize to prevent a more massive
imperialist attack ion the Salvadorean
people. Intervention is not inevitable,
but the present balance of forces in

Central America cannot remain un-

changed for long O
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Where has
all the
money
gone?

Where has the money that
Reagan has saved by cutting
social service programs gone?
Directly to the investment
bankers and big-deal capitalists
who lend the government
money by buying government
bonds and treasury notes.

In a statement released
February 4, Kathy Ruffing and
Paul Van de Water of the
Congressional Budget Office
said that if something close to
Reagan’s proposed 1985 budget
is adopted, then total spending
on ‘‘social welfare’’ programs
for the fiscal years 1982 through
1985 will be $110 billion less
than it would have been if the
January 1981 laws and
regulations had been left in
place. And if the new budget is
adopted, then over the same
period the interest payments on
the government debt will total
$124 billion more than if the
deficit had stayed at the
January 1981 level.

Massive military spending
carried out by Reagan and
endorsed by nearly all
Democrats in Congress (and all
the Democrats running for
president except George
McGovern) are one chief cause
of the huge government debt.
Payments to holders of
government bonds and notes
now total oveg$108 billion a
year. -

Salvadorean
airline takes
overdeath
flights

TACA Airlines is the new
‘‘death flight’” carrier of Salva-
dorean deportees from the U.S.,
according to a coalition of Los
Angeles refugee rights groups.
TACA (Transportes Aéreos
Centro Americanos) has taken
over the controversial business
under an agreement with the
U.S. Immigration and .
Naturalization Service (INS).
INS figures indicate that an
average of 250 Salvadorean
immigrants to the U.S. are
forcibly deported each
month—back into the midst of
a bloody civil war which has
already claimed the lives of over
40,000 innocent victims.

Early results of a study being

" Piease note: The RSL New

tional Office have a new
phone number. it is (212)
206-8463.

York City branch and Na-

conducted by the American
Civil Liberties Union and the
Center for Immigrants’ Rights
show that one of every 50
Salvadoreans deported by the
INS has subsequently been
killed in El Salvador. This
figure was reached by cross-
checking INS lists of deportees

against death lists kept by inde- |

pendent Salvadorean human
rights groups. Although many
refugee rights activists feel this
figure may be too low, they
welcome the study as the first
scientific inquiry into the fate of
the deportees. According to
Peter Schey, director of the -
Center for Immigrants’ Rights,
“‘If the study establishes that
even one out of 100 deportees is
met with torture or death upon
their return to El Salvador, that
should both morally and legally
be more than a sufficient basis

| upon which to temporarily

suspend such deportations.”’

During the past three years, a
series of protest campaigns has
been successful in stopping
other airlines from cooperating
with the INS in these death
flights. Militant picket lines, a
consumer boycott and a media
campaign which portrayed first
Western and later Mexicana
Airlines as gaining “‘blood
money’’ off the INS deporta-
tion flights forced them to
adopt policies against carrying
INS deportees. As a result of
these efforts, several other air-
lines have voluntarily signed
statements agreeing not to
accept INS deportees.

TACA has long been engaged
in flying deportees from Mexico
City to San Salvador after _
Western and Mexicana Airlines
delivered them from Los
Angeles. With the removal of
Western and Mexicana from the
‘‘death flight’’ scene, TACA is
now flying the victims directly
from Los Angeles to El
Salvador.

The coalition leading the
TACA protests includes
representatives from Echo Park
CISPES, the Mexico-U.S.
Border Commission in
Solidarity with the People of El
Salvador, and three local
Salvadorean refugee
committees.It can be reached at
(213)660-4587.

Davis
workers
defend their

unign

It took six months, but .
strikers at Southern California
Davis Pleating Company have
defeated the boss’s effort to
break their union. The strikers _
are members of the Inter-
national Ladies Garment
Workers Union and have been
out since August 10. At that

.time; Davis made a series of

outrageous demands and then
broke off negotiations. Davis
figured on recruiting scabs to
keep his profits rolling in while
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the strikers were forced into
submission. His concession
demands were a 20 percent pay
cut, four fewer holidays, two
weeks less vacation, and an end
to the cost-of-living and
seniority clauses.

But few workers crossed the
picket lines and the union took
the strike to the garment
contractors who send work to
Davis. Pickét lines Were set up
at a number of supplier
companies and several of them
agreed not to send work to
Davis for the duration of the
strike. These picket lines didn’t
bring workers off the job, but
they did keep trucks from
making pickups and deliveries.

At the end of December,
when it became clear that the
strike wouldn’t be defeated,
Davis called the union to
resume negotiations. But his
new offer was still for 14
percent concessions, and the
union felt this wasn’t worth
talking about. Then,-on
February 1, Davis made another
offer which, although it still
included demands for
concessions, represented a
major retreat on his part.
Negotiations are continuing,
and a settlement is expected
soon.

While the exact outcome is
not yet clear, it seems certain
that the integrity of the union
contract will be maintained.
Wages and benefits at Davis are
much better than in most non-
union shops. Davis was trying
to eliminate this difference but
wasn’t able to get away with it.

During the strike, contacts
were established with Grey-
hound strikers and those at the
McDonnell-Douglas aircraft
plant in Long Beach (who were
on strike from October to Feb-
ruary). These are important
beginnings to the broad labor
unity that we need more every
day. We can’t afford the
isolation and defeat of groups
of workers one at a time. As
part of this effort, supporters of
the RSL have regularly attended
the Davis picket lines.

We need a labor movement
that is more unified and more

. involved in political issues like

stoppin_g U.S. imerventiqn in

geles that White would serve his

& -

Central America. For this
reason it is significant that a
large number of Davis strikers
formed a contingent at the
November 12 march and rally
against U.S. attacks in Central
America and the Caribbean.
Whether it is union-busting,
imperialist intervention, the
Simpson-Mazzoli anti-
immigration bill, attacks on
abortion rights or whatever, we
need to keep fighting back
against all the capitalist attacks.
—Steve Miller

S.F.

anti-gay
assassin
released

Anti-gay assassin Dan White
was released January 6 from a
California state prison, after
serving barely five years for the
1978 double murder of San
Francisco Mayor George
Moscone and gay Supervisor
Harvey Milk.

Gay San Franciscans, still
furious over the injustice of
White’s extremely light sentence
an_d the nature of his anti-gay
crime, responded with a spon-
taneous and noisy noon-time
march of several thousand
through the downtown business
district. In a gay neighborhood
near Market and Castro Streets,
sit-down protesters blocked
traffic for 30 minutes. A pre-
planned 15-minute city-wide -
work stoppage was partially
successful as thousands of gays
and their supporters left their
workplaces to blow whistles,
beat on pots and pans and set
off burglar alarms. In the
evening, another large, planned
rally was held on Castro Street.

When word reached Los An-

one-year parole period there, a,
new round of protest began,

though on a smaller scale. Two

hundred people marched in
Hollywood January 12, then
rallied again two days later
downtown, demanding that
White be removed from Los
Angeles because he is a threat to
the large lesbian and gay popu-
lation in the area.

White has never expressed the
slightest remorse for the 1978
murders, which were a politi-
cally motivated attempt by
White (himself a former San
Francisco supervisor and ex-
cop) to carry out his campaign
promise to rid San Francisco of
“‘leftists and deviates.”” His vic-
tims were nationally-known
liberal Democrats; Milk was
also openly gay.

So far it appears that the state
will not budge from its decision
to keep White in Los Angeles
for one year. His exact location
is unknown, but he is
apparently receiving some pro-
tection from police authorities
because of the force of anger
expressed by lesbians and gays.
Many gays are quick to point
out, however, that the real
threat is not what they may do
to White but rather what he
may do again to unsuspecting
gay victims.

With the special treatment
White has received ever since his
arrest in 1978, this system is
sending a powerful message to
other murderous bigots like
him: Kill a homosexual and
you, too, can get away with
murder!

—A. Lary

Haitz'cm
refugees
leftin limbo

The Reagan administration is
preparing to grant legal status
and the opportunity of citizen-
ship.to the more than 100,000
Cuban refugees who came by
boat to Florida in 1980. But it is
not going to make the same

" offer to the Haitian refugees
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who also came to Florida by sea
that same year. Both the
Cubans and the Haitians were
issued papers marked ‘‘Cuban/
‘Haitian entrant—status
pending’’ in 1980 as a result of
an executive order by President
Carter.

Now, the Immigration and
Naturalization Service (INS)is
citing a 1966 law that gives only
the Cubans, who fled from the
Castro government—which the
U.S. is hostile to—the right to
become legal residents. The
Haitians, who fled from the
repressive Duvalier
regime—which the U.S.
supports and bankrolls—are
being left in legal limbo.

About 1,100 Cuban refugees
from 1980, however, are still
‘being held in an Atianta federal
prison and will not be allowed
to apply for residency. These

. o o and Yuri

drops off

Yuri V. Andropov, General
Secretary of the Communist Party
of the Soviet Union and Chairman
of the Presidium of the Supreme
Soviet, died on Thursday, February
9, at the age of 69. Andropoy suc-
cumbed to the diabetes and kidney
diseases that had plagued him for
years,

Andropov s rule lasted only 15
months; he was selected General
Secretary in November 1982 after
the death of Leonid Brezhnev. And
ppeared to have con-
power fmrly rapldly‘ it

the country to prevent the Hun-
garians from liberalizing the state-
capitalist regime the Russians had
imposed aftey World War I, He
was alsoreported to be a firm
advocate of the Russian invasion of
Czechoslovakia in 1968 and the
invasion of Afghanistan in 1979.

On the hoe front, Andropov
was the chief proponent of the’
tightening up of Russia's domestic
. regime that occurred throughout
the late 1970s and éarly 1980s. With
- Brezhnev mt.reasmgly feeble, it was
Andropov, from his base in the
KGB and Central Commiitee, who
curtailed Jewish emigration and
cracked down on Rissia’s tiny dis-
sident movement. The practice of
condemning critics of Russian
society to mental institutions was
Andropov’s brainstorm.

In the brief months he was
General Secretary, Andropov tried
to use the police methods he learned
at the KGB to try to solve the crisis
of the Russian economy.
Specifically, in an effort to curb the
chronic absentecism of Soviet
workers, he ordered police raids on
public baths and other establish-
ments. He also launched a
campaign to restrict the corruption
“that is rampant among the high-

n elite, an effort that

y led.to the execution of two
powcrful bureaucrats. Although
‘the growth of the Russian economy
1983 was better than the

ble pcrformancc of. Lhc

Yuri Andropov.

not clear how long he will last in his
new post. The Russian ruling class
has never established an orderly
way of transiercing power; the
passing of one leader has always led
to intense bureaucratic in-fighting
to see who will become the new
Khozyain (loosely: “‘Boss’’).

In a transition period like the
present, the fact that one man
appears (o be on top docs not mean
he will stay there. More concretely,
Chernenko is old. At 72, he is the
oldest man ever chosen to be
General Secretary of the
Conumunist Party and effective
head of the Soviet Union. He may

" not have the strength to consolidate

positions.

There is another reason to believe
that Chernenko’s tenure may be
brief. Chernenko was an old crony
of Brezhnev and a member of the
clique Brezhnev built around him
when he was head of the Commun-
ist Party in Moldavia, which the
Russians annexed {rom Romaniz
after World War [1. He is said to
represent the Communist Party
apparatus, in contrast to the
military establishment or the KGB.
Andropov’s selection as Generat
Secretary appeared to have been
the result of a bloe between the
KGB and the military tops against
the partybureaucracy. While Cher-
nenko appears to have acted like a
loyal Andmpm suppouer during
the past year, it s unlikely he has
cut his ties to hxs old grouping.
Have the KGB and military chiefs
decided to'throw the top spot back
to the party apparatchiks? Have the
latter built a new alliance and now
have & majority? None of this is
clear. At all events, itis likely that
the factional maneuvering has not
ceased and, il it hasn’t,
Chernenko’s hold on the top spot
may not be permanent,

Whoever takes over, there will
probably not be much change in the
Russian scene. Of course, a
volitical crisis is possible, but we
suspect the Russian ruling class will
be able to pick its new leader
without overly rocking the boat.
Morc important, there seems to be
a consensus against any radical
change in policy. Hnfortunately for
the Soviet people, this will mean
thai the economy will continue to
stagnate, the Russian army will

(Contmuedgfrom pa

Gemayel regime in early February.
Major fighting broke, out between the
Lebanese army and oppositionist Druse
and Shi’a militias in Beirut on February
2. By February 4, Druse leader Walid

Jumblatt and Shi’a leader Nabih Berri .
were calling for Gemayel’s resignation,

while Muslim members of Gemayel’s
Cabinet had left the government. Then
on February 7 the Druse and Shi’a mili-
tias took over West Beirut, as Muslim
troops in the Lebanese Army either
refused to fight or went over to the
opposition.

These dramatic events, which forced
the Marines (and the British and Italian
contingents of the “multinational peace
force’”) off Lebanese soil, could lead
to further defeats for U.S. imperialism.
The linchpin of the Reagan administra-
tion’s Lebanese policy is the U.S.
inspired May 17, 1983 agreement
between the Lebanese and Israeli gov-
ernments. This pact gives thé Israeli
rulers virtual veto power over Lebanese
government actions in southern Leba-
non, and allows both the- Israeli and
U.S. military to carry out “intelllgence
gathering’’ operations in Lebanon. It is

bitterly opposed by both the Lebanesei

Muslim oppositionists and the Syrian
governmient. - They will demand its can-
cellation as the price for any kind of
political settlement.

But the victories of the Lebanese

Muslim/Syrian. alliance are untikely to’

L

are going on among all thé country’s
political factions. (A history of these

“factions and. their entangled relations

with each other appeared' in' the
‘December 15 “issue of the Torch/La
.Afitorcha.) There is little ground- for
believing that any political settlement
will lead to lasting political stabilization
in Lebanon; any more than all the set- ~
tlements of the past have donme. And
there is dlways the chance that negotia-
tions - will ‘break down completely,
leading to full-scale civil war between
Muslim and Christian factions. i

Continuing instability in Lebanon
could open the. door for renewed
imperialist intervention, and even to the
partition of Lebanon. In particular,
thousands of Israeli troops still occupy
southern Lebanon.” On February 11,

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir

warned that if the Lebanese government
cancels the security arrangements of the
May 17 accord, ““We will have to take
care of these arrangements anilaterally
with.the aid of other parties.”’ In other
words, the Israeli rulers will attempt to
permanently occupy southern Lebanon
if the Lebanese authorities in Beirut
refuse to cooperate with them.

Above all, U.S. imperialism is con-
tipuing to play a major role in Lebanon.
it is not at'all clear when the Marines

, will leave Lebanon. While they .may -

soon be wtthdrawn the U.S. Sixth F!eet

ropov’s: mplacé'ne‘xl is Kon-
Chiérienko, a member of
Uro and asecretary of the
ral Comm‘ ee. However, it is

-his power. It is also possible

remains stationed of&s-the Lebanese
coast. The guns and carrier-based air-
craft of the Sixth Fleet, rather than the
Marines, were always the real muscle
behind  U.S. support to Gemayel.
Reagan coupled his announcement of
the Marine withdrawal with an escala-
tion of the fleet’s role, saying U.S. ships

- and planes would attack any ‘‘units

behind Syrian lines’’ that fired into the
Beirut area. U.S. warships then fired
over 700 shells into Muslim or Syrian
positions over the following two days,”

Chernenko was chosen as an .
interim leader, to give the various
bureaucrats and their respective RE
factions time to improve their .

that continue to be bogged down in
Afghanistan and the massive
military build-up will be sustained.

the largest U.S. maval bombardment
since the Vietnam war. In other words,
the administration is hardly giving up its
efforts to impose an imperialist settle-
ment in Lebanon. Moreover, the with-
drawal of the Marines may in the long
run work ‘to the advantage of the
administration; it eliminates the major
cause for popular opposition to its
Middle East policy, and gives the
administration badly needed: maneuver-
ing room to reverse its recent defeat in
Lebanon.TJ

DETROIT

Februnry i7—Plckei lﬁm fo prohﬂ the
d cutoff of & g for abortions
by the Michigen Mediceld progrom, At the
Right-to-Life office, Woodward Ave. just
south of 1-94, 4-6 pm, Sponsored by Detroit
Reproductive Rights Coalition,

LOS ANGELES .

February 24—Stop TACA Airlines Death
Flights! Friday, 4-6 pm, in front of the TACA
office, Hilton Hotel, Figueroa. & Wilshire,
downtown L.A. For more information, call
(213) 660-4587 or (213) 385-6029.

NEW YORK

February 25-—Defend Russian Peace Acti-
vist Olga Medvedkova! Saturday, 1 pm, at
the Soviet Mission fo the UN, 136 E. 67th St, .
For more information, call (212) 5056590,

March 3-4—National Planning Session for a
Lesbian end Gay Conference and March on

the Unihd Matlens. Registration ($10) on |

Friday, March 2, Washington Square
Church; 151 W. 4th St., 11 am to 7 pm.
Saturday session: NYU Loeb Student

. Cen'er 566 La Guardia PL., 10 am 1o 6 pm.

Beth Simchat Torah, West-
beth, 155 Bank St.. .10 eam to 6 pm. Spon-
sored by the Lesbian and Gay Organizing
Committee for 1984. For more mformahon
call (212) 206-8463.

March 4—Benefit for LGOC. Dancing and
{esbion and gay performance works.
Sunday, 7 pm to 2 am, the River Club, 419
West St. (at Little West T2th). Tickets: $5 in
advance, $6 at the door. For more
information, (212) 206-8463. e

SAN FRANCISCO

"March 23—Panel discussion: "What Is the
“Class Character of the Soviet Union®"

Friday, 7:30 pm, California State Bldg,,
Auditorium 350, McAllister. Speakers from

" several-left groups.including the RSL. rFor

more information, (213) 385~6029
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Below we are printing a talk éiven by
RSL supporter Franz"Martin on August
13 ara (onjerence of the: Grqpo Libe-

is long and complex full of examples of

both opposite aspects oppression and“

resistance. For now, I will limit my’
commentary to the most recent history,”
the history I have lived {hrough and

therefore know best.

Stonewali Rebellion

We begin with June 28, 1969. New
York City. A bar named Stonewall, very
ordinary, like Lundreds of others in the
country. The customers: workers, men-
and a few lesbians, some transvestites,
several nationalities — Black, Anglo
Puerto Rican. A night like thousands of
others, with only one difference: this
night the Stonewall is a target of a police
raid. And this night the Stonewall’s cus-
tomers are ready to resist. Qutside the
Stonewall, the world is in an uproar. Itis
the *60s. The Vietnam War, rebellions
and demonstrations by students and
workers in Paris, in Chicago, in Tlate-
lolco. Massive Black rebellions—in Los
Angeles, Detroit, Washington. Wormen
on - the march demanding abortions,
‘contraceptives, equal pay. It is the epoch
of protest. The system is - shaking.
Everything seems possible.

And are we to believe that the gays,
the lesbians, prostitutes and everybody
else inside the Stonewall Bar are not”

+ affected by this spirit? Of course they
are affectecx

<
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When the pohce attacked the bar, on
June 28, arresting the customers undér
various ‘pretexts, insulting. the drag
queens, g;amyiling everyone’s dignity—
something' happened that was very
uncxpected very surpnsmg, very new.

d of lesbians and drag queens

urpngcd and afrald
e, fleeing into
f custom-

opl of Vietnam. 1969. The
f hberatxon, of a polmcal and

The spmt of Stonewall spread rapidly.
Within a year militant gay groyps could
be found.in every part of the country—
in the auto factories in Detroit, in the
universities, in the left parties, profes-
sional associations, unions, etc.

"A multitude of movement papers
“flourished,  the great majority with a.
radical, and at times revolutionary, line.
Their main target: the system, a system
defined as profoundly anti-gay, a system
that functions by means of a wretched
alliance of bosses, cops and priests.

There was so much to do! We felt as if
we had woken up from a long night-
mare. Our emotions, hidden for so
many years, opened to the world, and
broke out the courage to avenge
ourselves—avenge ourselves for. each
blow, each insult, for each tear.

. We attacked the institutions of the

system furiously—the laws that con-
demned us to jail for loving, the
churches that condemned us to hell, the
psychiatrists that called us sick, the
libraries that hid our books, the press
that ignored us, all the macho, sexist
attitudes—attitudes that support the
current system.

Our demands: Respect Self-determi-
nation. Freedom. Freedom to live
openly, to dress as we please, to dance
togethér, to kiss in public. We.demand-
ed equality, but not simply equality
within -the existing system. Many,
perhaps the majority, of those first mili-
tants of the gay movement rejected the
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possibility of winning equality in a
society like the 1J.S., a society funda-
mentally unequal and' oppressive. For
us, the goal was not equality of
oppression (we didn’t want a life like the
repressed and frustrated heterosexuals),
but equal rights to struggle alongside
other oppressed groups, together
changing society.

1t was a radical, anti-authoritarian,
liberationist vision. In this way, again,
the influence of the world movement of
those days—the youth movement, the
feminists, the anti-war marchers, the
hippies—could be seen.

Another example to emphasize this
polm The first gay group formed im-

mediately after the Stonewall rebellion. |

adopted the name “‘Gay Liberation
Front.”” In the U.S. these words
““front,”” ‘‘liberation’’—are very pro
vocative. They call to mind rebels,
outlaws, subversives. And the first mili-
tants of the gay movement adopted these
words consciously. “Yes,’” we said, “‘we
are subversive because this system
doesn’t let us live. Better to smash it, to
begin again, to consarucl a new society
with new values.’

That period, the period of the radical
and liberationist gay movement, lasted a
maximum ot four years. As I explained
before, the gay movement did not grow
up-in isolation. It was part of a general
wave of political activity. And when this
general movement decreased, the radical
gay movement (as a part of it) decreased
at the same rate. And in its place ap-
peared a more moderate gay movement,
more respectable and less political. This
moderaté current dominated the gay
community during the 1970s and, even
now, with certain limited exceptions,
continues as the dominant voice of

.-North American gays. This new orienta-

tion represents itself as more realistic. It
is opposed to provocative or confronta-
tionist tactics. It is opposed to the idea
that the existing system is incapable of

Pamphiel

Order from: RSL,
POBox 1288,
NY,NY10116  $1

freeing gaypeople. On the contrary, this
moderate orientation declares that the

aim of gays is to adapt ourselves. to the -

system, not to change it.

Of course nobody suggests a return to
the closet. The effect of the Stonewall
rebellion and the first years afterwards
still has a force that guarantees a
minimum of militancy and visibility.

But the liberationist vision almost
disappeared. Instead of struggle in the
street, instead of unity of the oppressed,
instead of political opposition to the
powerful-—there was a separatist, elec-
toralist and reformist strategy. Accord-
ing to the new leaders of the movement a
U.S. homosexual man has nothing in
" common with an undocumernted hetero-
sexual immigrant, or with Blacks in the
ghetto, or with transsexuals who want to
change their sex, much less with subver-
sives on the left, Vietnamese,
Salvadoreans, etc.

It was a deep change in the direction
of our movement. Suddenly, we found
homosexuals in electoral campaigns for
mayor, for Congress, almost always in
the Democratic Party, which is one of
the ruling parties in the U.S.

We found lawyers, doctors and other
professionals—even cops—coming out
and organizing in associations to defend
their interests. In the large cities, they
opened Service Centers for the Gay
and Lesbian Community, with medical
clinics, listings of available jobs, psy-
chiatric counseling, literature, etc. Many
books, magazines and newspapers were
published representing the new public
interest in the theme of homosexuality.
A few radio stations offered special pro-
grams for the gay community.

In many ways these changes appear
positive. No doubt, gay people, now out
of the closet, were not going to return to
being hidden as before. But the negative
is the new orientation to, and the pre-
dominance of, the middle class in the
movement. The gay lawyers, doctors,
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adiinistrators and politicai candidates
very quickly took advantage of the gains
won by the militant movement. And also
very quickly, they forgot the main les-
sons of the radical movement: That gay
people won much inlittle time precisely
because they struggled and threatened
the system with the fury of those at the
bottom. The Stonewall fighters were
neither middle class professionals nor
Democratic politicians. They were the
fucked-over people, unrespectable
and valiant because they had nothing to
lose.

But to the new leaders of the move-
ment, this lesson was a curiosity of
history. And they, the defenders of the
system, understood very well the need to
capture and channel the energy of the
gay community in a safe and legal

. direction.

- What kind of movement

do we need?

Not all gay people accepted the new
direction of the movement. Some joined
lefg cvolutlon order to

Center

workers declared heir
unionize. The next day (whxch wa
Day) all the: workers:Wer fi

class lines. . )
What should we defend? The concept

of a neutral service, a respectability

which brings government dollars at the

cost of independence? Or the éoncept of

workers’ “control, the right to join a
union? Five years earlier the whole
movement would have defended the
workers. In 1975 the strike was lost. 1
don’t want to paint a completely nega-
tive scene. We have seen a2 few
explosions of militancy and political
activity in recent years, a.though they
are the exceptions.

For example—in 1977, when the
singer Anita Bryant launched her evan-
gelist, anti-gay campaign, the commun-
ity responded with large demonstra-
tions. This abusive representative of
God met with protests everywhere.
These included a physical attack during
a press conference when Anita Bryant
got a pie in the face in front of the
cameras. While she cried, there was
much laughter among others. Finally the

poor woman gave up her blessed
campaign and fled to an isolated vﬂlage, .

to recover her faith, Six years later she is
still recovering.
Another  successful effon in 1978

stopped an anti-gay .bill in"California, .

which would have prohibited the
employment ‘of gays in public schools.
Some very militant protests took place in
New York City and to a lesser degree in
other cities against the production and -
showing of  the anti-gay. film

* Minnesota, draft an amendment to that

“Cruising.”” And,
ali-—a massive rebellion of the gay com-
munity in San Francisco, in May 1979,
against the light sentence given for the
murder of Harvey Milk. Milk was an
official of the city of San Francisce and
a moderate gay leader, (We have some
slides taken during the rebellion which
we will show later.) These are the most
memorable events of recent years. But,
as I said, they are exceptions.

Now the U.S. gay movement is
continuing its moderate and reformist
.course. This is a reflection of the lack of
political activity and aggressiveness in
the whole society. As I said in the begin-
ning, we gays don’t live in a separate
worid. Our movement is a wing of the
broad movement of all the oppressed.
Without a political struggle in general,
there are very few gay people who will
rise up in protest.

Some small groups, such as our Gay
and Lesbian Committee in Solidarity
with the People of El Salvador, do
international solidarity work, but [ tell
you frankly, the response is not great.

Recently the terrifying worry about

' the threat of AIDS (Acquired Immune

Deficiency Syndrome}—a disease which
primarily affects gays-—has disoriented

-many activists.

e p of this dispute began
'cember f

city’s Civil Rights Ordinance that would
make pornography illegal on the grounds.
hat it constltutes dlscnmmatlon against
‘women.

" Defining nornography as ‘‘the sexual-
Iy explicit subordination eof women,
graphicaily depicted, whether in pictures
or in words,” the amendment lists a
series of characteristics of pornography
deemed to be discriminatory, including
the presentation of women as sexual
objects or commodities; the presenting

of women as objects who enjoy pain, -

humiliation or rape; the presentation of
women’s body parts such that women
are reduced to those parts; the presenta-
tion of women as whores by nature; and
the presentation of women in scenarios
of, degradation or injury in'a context
that makes these conditions sexual.

This approach is significantly differ-
ent from past attempts to outlaw porno-
graphy, which concentrated on the
“‘obscene’’ and hence criminal/illegal
nature of pornography.

The amendment narrowly passed in 2
City Council vote on. December 30,
though it was subseguently vetoed by
Minneapolis Mayor Donald Fraser.on
January 5. While the mayor’s veto was.
sustained by the Council the following
week, the amendment has been sent
back for revision and may come up for.a
vote again in an altered form. Whether,
or not this particular amendment resur-
faces, the i issues and controversies sur-

most significant of

[ R

two well~known fes- .

i finish, as is traditional, with a
balance of the short history of our
movement in the U.S. The mere
existence of the movement has changed
the political life of the country. The
demands of the {irst years, aithough far
from being won, have added new con-
cepts and new terms to politics. We,
together with the women liberationists,
have explained the connection between
the personal and the political, sexuality
under a capitalist system and the urgent
necessity for total liberation.

The current controversies inside the
movement deal primarily with questions
of sexuality: sex between adults and
youths; sadism and masochism; trans-
sexualism and the right of people to
choose their own sex or identity;
pornography (or rather, erotic art); and
of course, the unknown consequences of
the disease AIDS. It’s a shame that we
don’t have more time to go more into
these topics.

Today, gay people in the U.S.
obviously enjoy many more freedoms
than before Stonewall. But we are still
far from liberation. Sex between men or
between women is still illegal in half the
country. And where it is not illegal, we
stitl suffer harassment and false charges
by the police. Individual -violence is an

immense problem. in spite of the gay
colonies or ghettos, such as Castro
Street in San Francisco, West Holly-
wood in Los Angeles or Chrlsmphu
Street in Mew York City, the majority of
gay people don’t have the freedom to
walk in the street without risking arrest
or violence.

The right-wing evangelists and fascist
groups have singled out gays their
principai enemy. And these groups are
growing,

Will the movement go more deeply
into the analysis of sexuality and the
social system? Will gay liberation iden-
tify with other liberation struggles---
such as national struggles, workers’ and
women’s struggles, etc? Can we influ-
ence the- political struggles in Central
America, so that gays will come out of
the revolutions with wnore freedom than
before, and not with less?

There are many questions.  And |
don’t have the answers. | only know that
we either go forward or backwards.
There is neither neuirality nor stability
in the political struggle. I am not telling
you that we will win. But [ am telling
you that we will continue to strugglc We
must do it, because this struggle is for
more thar some reforms. 1t is for life.(]

—Translated from the Spanish by AL

AT

rounding it will continue: Feminists, civil
libertarians, and the city’s lesbian and
gay community have been left bitterly

" divided by the two months of débate

over the proposed new law.

lssues in the debate

The central motivation for the
amendiment is contained in a key passage
of the amendment’s text: ‘‘Pornography
is central in creating and maintaining the
civil inequslity of the sexes. Pornegra-
phy is a systematic practice of exploita-
tion and subordination based om sex
which differentially harms women. ...
The bigotry and contempt it promotes, -.

 with the acts of aggression it fosters,

harm women’s opportunity for equality

. of treatment. . ..

“This analysis is based on a theory
developed by a wing of the feminist
movement over the past few years. In

this view, a key part of fighting sexism in

society as a whole is eliminating porno-
graphy from society, and challenging the
right of the pornography industry to
make money off what is seen as the
victimization of women. This position
further suggests that pornography in-
spires men to commit acts of sexual
violence against women. While the anti-
pornography feminists reserve special
venom for ‘‘specialized”” and extreme
hard-core pornography, they include on
their list such magazines as Playboy,

Penthouse and Hustler. |
Armed with this analysis, many
women’s groups have plckcted porno,
(Continued on page 9)
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The following article, the third in an
on-going series o Soviet economy,
discusses the ¢ crisis of Russian
agriculture.”

By W.E. SCHWEIZER

ng in, Russian consumers can possibly
look forward to eating better than the
severely limited, starchy diet they have
endured for several years. After four
dismal harvests, this year's crop is ex-
pected to total 200 million metric tons of
grain. (A metric ton is approximately
2,200 pounds.) However, this is still 38
million tons shert of what was planned;
since the beginning of the latest five-
_year plan in 1981, grain production has
fallen a total of 170 million metric tons
below target.

Despite this year’s improvement,
Russian agriculture remains one of the
sickest and least productive sectors of
the Russian economy. This i
the average Russian’s diet, ‘of which 44
percent consists of potatoes and grain
products, and only 8 percent of meat
and fish. By contrast, the average U.S.
diet contains oniy 26 percent potatoes

and grains, and 21 percem meat and :

fish.
During the severe

a crash program to increase ')rodu
by plowing up virgin lan
Russia. His successors, Brezhnev
Kosygin, launched mammoth chemical
fertilizer projects.’ All the while Russian
factories turned out tens of thousands of
tractors and other farm machines, giving

Russian agriculture the potential to be

wholly mechanized. Altogether, the
Brezhnev regime poured over 20 percent
of its total investment budget into agri-
culture. (For the U.S., the figure is
about 5 percent.)

Yet all of this has yielded very little.
The harvests over the last three years
have been no bigger than those of the
mid-'60s. Compared to the U.S,,
although the levels of mechanization
and fertilizer production are similar,
Russian productivity has lagged ~far
behind. Whereas one Russian peasant
can feed him or herself and four others,

one U.S.” farmer can feed 49 others.
* a natural p

Moreover, 20 percent of the entire
Russian labor force still works in agri-
culture. For the U.S., the comparable
figure is 3 percent.

As a result, the Russian government
continually has been forced to import
food to feed its own population. Since
the beginning of the latest five-year
plan, the Soviet Union has imported 110
million metric tons of wheat and corn.
(By contrast, as late as 1971 the Soviet
Union actually exported grain.) These

imports of food severely strain Russia’s

. foreign exchange reserves, which the
government has generally tried to use for
imports of advanced technology.

h the harvest over and winter set- -

For much of the Left, the crisis in
Russian agriculture presents a big
problem. Believing “that the Soviet
Union is some sort of socialist society or
workers’ state, they have to distort ex-
planations of the erisis to fit their
theories. For example, the Socialist
Workers Party (SWP) last spring
ascribed the food shortages in Russia to

the country’s harsh climate and poor

roads, storage facilities, and other infra-
structure. While it is true that these are
factors, even the Russian leadership
knows better. Before he died, Brezhnev

himself took issue with using bad_

weather as an excuse:

“‘Experience of many years has s!mwn
that we have weather unfavorable for
agriculture almost every other year,”” he
stated. “‘Consequently, it should be
viewed not as an exception, but as quite
for our cli ”

The backward and decrepit agricul-
tural infrastructure is not an isolated
problem as the SWP implies. It is a
direct result of the nature of the eco-
nomic system in Russia—state capital-
ism—which is based on the alienation
and exploitation of the Russian workers
and peasants. 7

The system cripples Russian agricul-
ture in a_number of ways. First, with a
self-selecting - bureaucracy running the
economy in its own interests, ‘and with
the peasants deprived of any power or
even say-so, mismanagement, waste and
corruption abound. Examples. are’ as
common as the lines in front of the food
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shops. Maity appear right in Pravda and

, Izvestia:

° Sheep farmers in the Mariskiy region
were ordered to adopt new industrial
techniques to raise and slaughter sheep
for meat, despite the fact that the sheep
were bred for their wool. As a result,
thousands of sheep got sick and died,
causing shortages of both meat and
wool.

® Only S percent of canned goods con-
sist of tomatoes, fruits and preserves,
despite the fact that these are staples of
the Russian diet. On the other hand,
state warehouses ooze with tomato paste
because the bureaucracy built a lot of
tomato-paste-producing machinery and
gave out special subsidies to promote
paste production.

® Despite more-than-adequate output
from fertilizer plants, much of their
product is not used. In the Volga River
valley, hardened mounds of fertilizer
chemicals as much as 10 feet high dot the
countryside. On one state farm near the

village of Shirino, the peasants burn the .

fertilizer to hide the fact that they are
not using it from the authorities. Yet in
other areas of the Soviet Union, six mil-
lion acres of rye and barley land have
been taken out of production in recent
years because of shortages of fertilizer.

e Similarly, despite ample production

" of tractors and other equipment, much

of it stands rusting out in the weather
for lack of adequate maintenance facili-
ties, storage sheds, or spare parts. Other
machinery is simply shipped to the
wrong area—for example, flax-threshers
are sent to regions which grow no flax.

¢ Mounds of vegetables pxle up and

 rot because there are no Storage facili-

ties or good farm-to-market roads.
Much.of the protein value of hay—an

- important -animal feed——ls also lost in

(his  wiy. Alm;,uhu, the Russian
jou}'ual Questions of Pconmmcs esti-
mated in 19 that as much 2s 20-30
percent of every harvest is 1os Evecause

of improper handling of the crop.

Peasants hate system

The second way the set-up of Russian
society has messed up agriculture in
Russia is that it has deprived the
peasants of virtually any incentive to
produce. In the Russian Revolution and
the following Civil War (1917-1920) the
peasants d the land from the old
landlords. ‘The Bolshevik government
under V.1 Lenin sanctioned this, which
won it the active or at least p:
support of the majority of peasants. In
1929-33, however, seeking to consoli-
date its control over the peasants and
prepare for its massive industrializa-
tion drive, the state bureaucracy that
had growh up in the 1920s under J.V.
Stalin took back the land and herded
the peasants onto so-called “‘collective
farms.”” This ““forced collectivization”
resulted in the death of an estimated
cight million people as the peasants
fought to retain the land they had won.
The peasants, not surprisingly, have
never forgotten this, and view the gov-
ernment and the Communist Party with
sullen hostility. Deprived of control over
the so-catled collectives and, as rec
as 1974, forbidden to leave the {arms
without written permission, the peasants
carry out party and state directives as
little as they can get away with.

As if this weren’t enough, the state
further destroys the peasants’ incentives
to produce by paying them extremely
little for the crops they grow. Most
peasants in the USSR are members of
the “‘collective” farms, which are in
fact run by the Communist Party. ach
farm consists of vast fields which are
tilled by the farmers as a group, along
with small private plots. Each member
of the collective must work on these
fields a minimum number of days each
year, and may work more if he/she
wants to. A certain amount of the crop
grown on these fields, usually grain,
must be turned over to the state at prices
set by the latter. The money received
from the state goes to cover the costs of
growing the crops, such as buying seed
or fertilizer, or perhaps put in a fund to

buy some machinery. Whatever is left is

distributed to the peasant families in
proportion to the amount of days they
worked on the collective fields. While
this may seem reasonable enough, it
isn’t; the state sets prices so low that
they barely enable the collectives to
cover their expenses and sometimes are
not sufficient even for that.

Farm productivity low

The reason things are arranged this
way is because the state wants to try to
maintain a high rate of exploitation of
the workers in industry. One way to do
this is to keep wages down. But if
workers being paid abysmal wages are to
be able to work, they must be able to
buy food at extremely low prices. The
government keeps food' prices down
largely by setting the procurement prices

_.of the required deliveries of grain from

the collectives at an extremely low level.
But this ultimately-backfires. Since the
peasants receive so little for their labor,
they have no reason to work very hard

on the collective fields. As a result, pro-

ductivity on these fields is extremely low

.and Russian agriculture is a disaster

area. The proof that the peasants aren’t
lfizy is the fact that productivity on the
tiny .(on€ to three acres)y privately-held
plots, on which_the peasants grow food

. for their own use and for sale on the free

(Continued on next page)
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{Continued from page 7)
movie theaters and dirty book siores,

and have sought various legal actions - |

against publishers and- distributors of
pornographic material. In many cases,
anti-pornography feminists have ' suc-
ceeded in winning some legal action,
including the closing down of certain
theaters or stores. In other cases, ‘these
groups have used ‘‘direct action’” tech-
niques, invading and 'rashing the of-
fending establishments.

Civil libertarians, on the -other hand,
have opposed many of the anti-
pornography campaigns on the grounds
that they represent a violation of first
amendment rights. They argue that ban-
aing pornographic materials, or restrict-

.ing what stores may sell and’theaters
may show, sets a dangerous precedent
for the censorship of other material.
Adding to the controversy, right-wing
religous groups have waged their own
campmgns agamst pornography, not on
the grounds of fighting sexism, but of
\!pho!dmg and enforcing s

C hese organi-
themselves  with

and deszgned for ga}
“Thus, it is niot clear whe!
the anti-porn camp‘algns is only certam
ds of explicit sexual materials or
explicit sexual material in general.

Sexism and smut

There is no easy answer to this cof-

“troversy, where fighting' sexism, the

rights of gay people, the right of every-
one, straight or gay, to sexual expression
and opposition to government représ-
ston and censorship all seem to conflict.
Mevertheless, in our opinion, the strate-
gv of the anti-pornography femnmsts
and the Minneapolis amendment; -

>wrong, and fraught with danger.’

While most .pornography is indeed
sexist, it is important to recognize that

 Andrea Dworkin.

oppressive manner. The reality of our
society is that most men treat most
women in an oppressive manner.
Pornography is not at the root of this,
nor will the elimination of pornography
In fact some studies show that
hy has a.‘‘catharsis’’ effect.
it serves* as an’ {
of ommancc and qubmlssmn

singling ut porno-
the maif’ enem
& of the most danger-
he aneapohs amend-

their rehance on the state
printed materials and to legis-
rality’’ of anti-sexism. While
the civil libertarians often ignore the
question of sexism, ‘their concerns are
valid.. To give the state power, in one
msta.nce, to decide what is proper sexual
material for people to consume is to
allow it to begin the process of deter-
mining what people may read in general.

A parallel can be drawn with the stra-
tegy of fighting the right wing with such

. slogans as ‘‘Ban the Klan.”” Overall, the
‘history. of the relationship between the

fascist” movement and- the state has

" been, at best, one of covert coopera-

“tion. To ask the government to ban the

right wing is tantamount to giving the
government the power to ban organiza-
tions of the left and' working and
oppressed people.

As the instrument of a sexist system,
the state is hardly interested in combat-
ting one of its major foundations. The

- state’s concern is maintaining its control

sexism is profoundly embedded in all.

ievels of our society. Erotic literaty
and film is not the cause of sexism or the
oppression of women,; it is a reflection

_of the status of 'women "in society.’

Further, most pornography does mot
deal with the extreme, such as rape and
dismemberment. of women for male
" enjoyment—though such material -cef- |
tainly exists: "

Moreover, it is far fron clearcut, 2s
the - supporters . of anti-pornography -
legxs!auon argue, that : pomography
mspxr% men to treat ‘women in an

pro_b}e_m of violence against women -

and authority over people’s lives. Giving
a sexist, puritanical and - heterosexist

e ' ‘state the power to determine what sexual

expression is proper will have a distinctly

* non-progressive outcome.

The feminist movement has long
argued that rape is not a crime of sex but

-of violence. The linking of violence back

to sex through pomography risks con-
fusing the issue once again. Chances are
if a women is beaten and raped by her
husband, it is not caused by the-porno-
graphy he may use, but by some deeper
sexism. Concentrating on .the 'real

3

s

through education, self-defense train-
ing, strengthening laws against rape and
woman-abuse and fighting the roots of
sexism in the capitalist system speaks far
more directly to ihe issues than calling
on the state to suppress pornography.

Debate spiits leshians,
gay men

Perhaps the most unfortunate by-
product of the debate in Minneapolis,
however, is renewed discord among
those who have an equal stake in the
elimination of sexism and heterosexism
from society. The pages of Minneapo-
lis’s lesbian and gay paper, The GLC
Voice, have been filled lately with dia-
tribes, overreactions and a pervasive
mutual hostility between lesbians and
gay men.

Gay male contributors to the paper,

justifiably feeling that the proposed law
threatened their interests, have often
passed the line from disagreement with
supporters of the amendment to sexism
itself. (In one article, editor Tim
Campbell gives a disgustingly misogynist
portrayal of the amendment’s authors.)
Meanwhile, women writing to the paper,
justifiably concerned with sexism and
violence against women, have gone to
anti-sexual extremes. Public harassment
has also occurred——in one case, feminists
angered by the paper’s siand spray-
painted Campbell’s apartment building.

What is needed is to step back and
take a look at what and who the real
eneiny is. It is not pornography, which,
sexist as it may be, serves a sexual
function for women and men, gay and
straight alike. The enemy is the sexism
inherent in socicty and the government
that perpetuates it. If a reflection is bad,
don’t break the mirror, change the
reality. | i

Niarch 8 Is International

During the “Little Steel”’ strike in 1937, courageous women like these
took the law into their own hands to fight off police at*acks on
picketers and back the strikers’ demands for better conditions

in the steel mills.

{Continued fromi previcus page)

farmers’ markets, is much, much higher.
Although these holdings suffer from the
same harsh climate as the giant collec-
tive and state farms, they manage to
produce 24 percent of the Soviet Union’s
farm output-on only 3 percent of the
land. The peasants in Russia know how
to farm well when they want to; the best
fruits and vegetables in Russia are pro-
duced on mae piots.

T6 correct the mess that it created, the'

* state capitalist bureaucracy is reorganiz-
- ing jtself, as well as trying to induce the

peasan® to work harder. A key element
of its plan is a system of ‘‘collective con-
tracts’’ with small groups of peasants.

,By glvmg these groups slightly more

Russian Agriculture...

freedom to operate, the authorit?es hope
to inject the high productivity of the
small private plots into the dinosaurian
structure of the collective farms.

However, the bureaucracy has aiso
made it clear that it will not give up'its
hold over agriculture: It will not give the
peasants the land, will not give them any
say and will not change its basic policies.
The state will continue to control the
markets for the crops, and the supplies
of fertilizer, machinery and credit. The
peasants will have no more real control -
over thclg lives and no more inicentive to
produce than they had before. As a
result, the bureaucracy will be free to
continue mismanaging aitd wasting re-
sources, and the crisis in Russian agri-
culture wxll g0 om. 0
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By PAUL BE\JSAMIN
and
! DARRYL CLARK

., Jesse Jackson’s campaign for the
Democratic Party’s presidential nomi-
nation is arousing interest, enthusiasm
and a good deal, of controversy. The
campaign has struck ‘a responsive chord
among many Black people—and among
some whites—while shaking up the
‘Democratic presidential race and the
traditional Black - leadership alliance.
Jackson himself is:-being praised as the
leader of a revived Black movement who
has worked out a realistic strategy for a
;Democranc victory in November. He is
.also being coridemned. as-a political
tler who is handmg chc ékcnon to,

_ we will “take Up - §om
ques'fons raised by ]
paxgn These

Jackson and what does he stand for?
2)What 'is the Jackson campaign taymg

to accomplish? 3)Can the campaign win .

real gains for Black people? and 4) Will
the Jackson campaign help build a mass
movement?

Who is Jesse Jacksen and

- what dees he stand for?

¢

* Jesse Jackson was born in 1941, the
son-of a poor family in South Carolina.
"He often mentions several early experi-
ences ‘as key clements in shaping his

" career, Jackson says the circumstances

of his birth—he was born out of
wedlock~-and the humiliation he suf-
fered fired him with a desire to succeed
in life. And he sdys the racism he experi-
enced as a youth and as a student at the
Um’versity of llinois first led him into
ivil rights movement.,
] sop became a civil rights activist
aﬁq nansfemng to a Black university,
h Laxglma Agricultural and
Sta “ollege. Later he

’ Mempms, 1968. Jackson’s reputation asa militant grew out of his role in the 1960s

civil nghts movement
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"_schools,

rse the ballot to bring about
change ang wransition through elections
and mnot bloody revolution.”

Despite his fiery rhetoric, Jackson_has
become more and more moderate. since
he first became politically active. In
1968, he was known as a militant who
favored marches and confrontations,
and who was one of the few SCLC
leaders able to ‘“‘rap” with the Black
youths who were rebelling all over the
country. But in the mid-1970s Jackson
toured the country in a PUSH-EXCEL
campaign telling Black students that
since the civil rights movement had now
“‘opened the door’’ for Black people,

students had no one to blame but.

themselves ,if they did not succeed.
During the 1980 Miami rebellion,
Jackson was all but-run off the strects
when he fried to convince Blacks
protesting against the police murder of a
young Black man to siay home.
Moreover, Jackson has always been a
conservative on social issues such as
education, abortion, women’s libera-

itical and ‘financial base. among
“ially conservative Black business and‘
church ledders.

Finally, there is. plenty of evidence
that, Jackson is a political opportunist
and camera hound who has been more
concerned with inflating his own repu-
tagion than with winning real gains for
Black people. After King was murdered
in 1968, Jackson tried to catapult him-
self into position as King’s heir by
organizing press conferences on his own
and appearing at them in a bloodstained
shirt, implying he had cradled the dying
movement leader in his arms. Other
SCLC leaders deny Jackson was any-
where near King when he was assassin-
ated and to this day resent his effort to

capitalize on King’s death.

Similarly, while PUSH’s boycotts of
major companies like the Coca-Cola
Corporation and Burger King, have
gained national publicity for Jackson,
they have actually achieved few benefits
for Black working people. As a rule,
Jackson and other PUSH leaders do not

interests
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tion, and lesbian/gay rights. In 1977, for
instance, he warned that events like the
“racial upheaval” of the 1960s, the
Vietnam war, Watergate, ‘‘outlandish
clothes” and “‘decadent’ popular music
were all contributing to the ‘‘rejection of
authority”” by Black youth. He called
for a return to ‘‘discipline” in the
including . suspensions and
corporal punishment (just as -Reagan
and the New Right do today) as the

" solution to the country’s educational

problerns.
* In fact, one of Jackson’s first actions
after announcmg he was running for the
Democranc nomination was to visit
‘well, the New Right dema-
who heads the ultra-conservative
racist—Moral Majority.  The

—and

purpose of this visit was to open a

‘‘dialogue’ on ecoromic and social
issues. - Although Jackson has given
verbal support to women’s and gay
rights since becoming a candidate and
has picked up some endorsements as a
result, many feminists and lesbian/gay
activists remain unconvmced of his
commitment.
Jackson’s strategy

than building a mass organization of
Black working people. PUSH’s early

: campalgns in Chicago were designed to

win support from the Black business
community. Jackson even

hood where the Black middle class is

\J\ - . I - - concentrated "in-order to cement this
Jesse Jackson (second from left) with ‘the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. in

““abortion and gay rights are at least . .
* partiglly calculated

alliance. And - Jackson’s stands on

throughout his
career has been to build a political alli-
.- .ance with the Black middle class, rather

moved-
PUSH’s offices out of a poor Black
" neighborhood on Chicago’s West Side
to the Hyde Park-Kenwood ne;ghbor—w

to  maintain  his' |

follow up the covenants they sign with
white corporations to see whether they
have carried out promised hiring and job
training programs. Jackson simply says

he is a- “‘change agent”” who leaves
implementation of his programs to
others.

It also appears that some Black busi-

ness owners who gained franchises from -

PUSH-led boycotts did so only after
they agreed to kick back funds to
PUSH. Jackson reportedly told some
business associates, ‘‘If you want to
play, you have to pay.”” While Jackson
has won national recognition through
these campaigns, he has never built a
mass base in Chicago; many Black
people there know his real record and
see through his claims.

Of course, despite these failings,
Jackson is'no worse than other politi-
cians, church leaders and business

- people. Consequently, the recent press

stories that have singled out Jackson?s
political .and financial activities for

attacks are hypocritical and racist. The:

highly publicized financial .“irregulari-
ties” attributed to PUSH are small stuff
compared to the slush funds and finan-
cial' gimmicks routinely used by other
candidates,
able’”-banks and cotporation

In particular the headlines

over
PUSH’s “‘Arab Gold”-—conmbutlons

ing, for instance, ruling clas
like Harvard Umversxty, havi accep
Arab contributions. without
thd everybody
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. But however hypocritical the attacks
may be, it remains true that Jackson is
not the honest and uncorrupted leader
of Black people—and disciple of Martin
Luther King Jr.—that he pretends to be,

What is the Jacksen
‘campaign trying o
acconmplish? .

4

Jesse Jackson’s prmmry goal in enter-

ing the presidential ‘campaign is , to
ensure Ronald Reagan’s defeat in No-
vember by mobilizing Black. voters that
neither the Democratic Party, nor ‘the
her candidates, can bring out on th'eir)

e Democra S need a massive Black‘
3 out to, ‘beat Reaga ;

operiing up the primaries and forcing the

that deny Black voters representation at

" the National Convention.

Jackson also argues .that if. Black
voters line up solidly ‘behind him, the
Jackson delegates at the convention will
have more chance to influence the
party’s campaign platform, and could
possibly act as power brokers in the
selection of a presidential candidate. In
addition, Jackson maintains that a voter < -
registration drive inspired by his cam-
paign will empower Black people on the
local and state level by contributing to
the election of more Black officials.

More broadly, Jackson claims that his
candidacy will help Black people—and
all Joppressed groups—by forcing the
party as a whole into more progressive:

" positions. He asserts he will “‘redefine

the internal debate’’ by .raising issues

~that the other candidates ignore. And he

advocates forming a. vaguely defined
“Rainbow Cealition”” which Jackson
himself usually describes as ‘‘reviving
the progressive wing of the Democratic

Party ”In accordance with these thethes .. interest groups hke the labor bureau-i

) p,olmc:ans.

jackson combines his “‘empowerment’’
stmregy with occasional criticisms of the
- ‘other Democratic contenders and ‘the
party leadership as a whole.
Despite all this, JackSon’s campaign is
explicitly designed to build support for
".the Democratic Party’s candidate in

November—most likely the white, con-

servative and dull Walter Mondale. This

.is why the Democratic Party leaders, .

after some initial hesitation, have wel-
comed his entry into the race {while con-
tinuing to oppose election rule changes
that would glve Jackson—and Black
people—-more clout in the party and
‘thus_could alienate white voters).
Ann Lewis, the Democratic National
Committee’s political director, specu-
. lated in November 1983 that ‘“‘He’ll
. reach 300,000 to a haif-million unre-
_ gistered Blacks, mostly young men, that
we cou]dn’t reach any other way.”” And
in a rccent poll of hundreds of Demo-
cratic natxonal state and local officials,
fully 8,8 percent believed . that Black
voters'who turn out for Jack¥on in the

) <
e Jackson’s cam-
2 to

«;a

ut t
signi 1cant

wvehicle for winning gains for Black
people?”’ The basic assumption of Jesse’
Jackson’s campaign is that the Demo-
cratic Party is such a - vehicle. We
‘believe, on the contrary, that it isn’t.
The Democratic Party is a capitalist
‘party. What does’this mean? Among
other - things, it means that the party’s

ﬁnances and its policies on most major °

issues, are controlled by the same cor-
porate interests that run the rest of the
‘country. It means that Democratic Party ‘
politicians listen first of all to, interests
like the oil lobby, the utility lobby or
the .defense lobby before castmg their
vetes.

But money isn’t everythmg, even for
Even more important, -
Democratic party leaders, candida’tesﬁ
and the heads of entrenched Democratic

. «Cies,

he Democratic Party a -,

2

cracy, share the ruling class’s basic
assumptions about the world and U.S.
society.

In other words, they believe that the
United States ruling class should run the
world. They think working - people,
Black people, women and just about
everyone but themselves aren’t capable
of making their own decisions and need
someone to do it for them. They have a
dog-eat-dog mentality that says only
those with the bigpgest teeth deserve
wealth and power and that those ‘who
have it have earned it. They assume that
only the winners should define morality
and justice, while those on the bottom
deserve to be there because they are
inferior, lazy or degenerate. In sum, the
Democratic-leaders are Joyal to the capi-
_talist system and U.S. imperialism.

Where the Demociats differ from the
Republicans is over tactics used 1o
maintain this chamber of horrors. Spe-
cifically, since the late 1800s the Demo-
cratic Party has played the role of a kind
of safety valve in U.S. society. It has
carried out a variety of social reforms
whenever necessary to head off rebel-
lions by farmers, workers, Black people,
and other groups. And it has opened up
the capitalist ranks to tiny elites rising up
out of oppressed ethnic or social group-
ings. Through such measures the Demo-
crats have been successful in drawing
independent movements into the party
where they can be controlled, rendered
-harmless to the system and eventually

dissipated,

This is what happened to the Populist
movement of the 1890s, the labor up-
rge of the 1930s, the Black and anti-
ar movements of the 1960s and the
women’s and gay movements of the
1970s.

The naterial basis for the Democratic
Party’s ability to play thi§ role was the
prosperity of U.S. (.dpl(dhbm based
both on industrial supremacy and the
loot gathered from a global neo-colosial

: emplre But this basis was senously
w;eakcned by the series of recessions and

gperialist defeats U.S. capitalism suf-
fged in'the 1970s. To secure their domi-

agents in. both major political parties

ust ‘attack = the tiving standards,
organizations and- political rights of all
working and oppressed people at home

-and abroad.

In fact, the fundamentals of what is
now labeled ‘‘Reagan’s program’’ were
put in place by the Democratic admin-
istration of Jimmy Carter. By 1980
Carter had shifted from his earlier poli-
and had begun to emphasize
increased military spending and cuts in
social programs. And after: Reagan

4 replaced Carter and ‘vastly expanded

these attacks, the Democrats in Con-

gress helped implement them. o
The proof of the Democrats real pro-

. gram is not what they say they will do,

but whugt‘they have actually done in

fiation, the U.S. capitalists and their

. . L )
those cities or states where they control

_.the government. Here the record shows

that like the Republicans, Democratic
officials. have supported the capitalist
attacks and have tried to suppress
working people’s efforts to  defend
themselves.

For example, it was a Democratic
governor, Bruce Babbitt- elected on a
pro-labor platform—who. sent in the
National Guard to break a strike by
copper miners in Arizona. Democratic
governors in Montana and Michigan
ordered state police to suppress militant
actions by striking construction workers.
And it is the Democratic administration
of Mayor Ed Koch in New York that is
trying to cover up the racist killing of a
young Black man, M!(hael Stewart, by
the police.

Similarly, the Democracs have no
alternative to Reagan’s militaristic for-
eign policy. The Democrats weére not
even able to.pass a resolution caliing on
the withdrawal of U.S. troops from
Lebanon because so many of them sup
port Reagan’s policy in the Middle East.
Democratic members of Congress who
toudly condemn Reagan’s Central
America policy voted millions of dollars
in military aid for the Salvadorean
butchers and the ulirareactionary Nica-
raguan counterreévolutionaries. They
also lined up behind the invasion of
Grenada. And the Democratic members
of the House who voted for a nuclear
{reeze resolution (only after agreeing to
water it down to insignificance) later
backed the MX missile, the B-t bomber,
and other nuclear hardware for the U.S.
war machine.

The Democrats’ lack of a political
alternative has produced a political and
moral crisis for the party. Reagan has
gained a level of respect even from
people who despise his politics because
he appears to believe what he says and
appears courageous enough to carry out.
unpopular policies when he thinks it is
necessary. In contrast, the Democrats
come across as spineless careerists who
don’t believe in anything and shift their
political convictions according to the
latest opinion polls. Even those who
may support the Democrats as a *‘lesser
evil’” have lost respect for their ability to

@ provide any leadership for the country,

and consequently are less iE’(ely to turn
up at the polls.

This is where Jesse Jack%n comes in.
Precisely when illusions in the Demo-
crats are beginning to break down,
precisely when people are beginning to
look for alternatives to the Democratic
leadership, Jackson’s campaign is aimed
at making the Democratic Party look
better.

. Jesse Jackson is an outsider who
claims to be leading a crusade, not re-
hashing old promises. His background
as a movement leader and minister give
him a moral authority that is lacking in
. (Cantmued on Hext page)
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(Continued from previous page)
‘the other candidates. Interviews with
potential voters show that it is precisely
Jackson’s ability to convey a sense of
values, rather than his specific positions
on any issues, that pecple find attractive
about him. Jesse Jackson, alone of all
the Democratic candidates, is breathing
life into the Democratic campaign, con-
vincing people that the party can'in fact
pmvide an alternative to Reaganism.
“But despité his promises, Jackson’s
campaign will not change the policies

and basic nature of the Democratic .

" Party. While his campaign may help
elect more local Black officials, and thus
- win more influence for Black. politicians
within the Democratic Party apparatus,
this will not dc much to- defend: Black
~people.

We su port Biack people’s cfforts to .

2 dxda;es who * gre
y dogi little

. told for years~that Blacks t
their political aspirations to N

* no real pressure to adopt more progrcs-
sive policies because Jackson is promis-
ing to bring out the Black vote no matter
what they do.

In fact, now that Jackson is actually
campaigning, he is not even carrying out
-his promise to put forward a left altef~
native on specific issues facing the
Democrats. Instead, he has been moving
to the center in order to look more
respectable.

For instance, on the Middle East,
Jackson, who once condemned Zionism
and supported the Palestine Liberation
Organization, now supports making
israel ‘‘the commercial center of the

WMiddle East,”’ avoids mentioning the .-

PLO, and claims ‘““You can embrace
Yasir Arafat without embracing his
-politics.”” Jackson also supports con-
tinuing to send aid to the butchers in‘the

* Szlvadorean military, hinging such sup-
ft on “human rights progress”’ and
calling for a negotiated settiement. This
is exactly the position Democrats have
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--acceptable to the Democranc Part y.
leaders. These political bosses .are under

. for the Democratic Party but do not say

beea using for three years t¢ cover up
their support to U.S. imperialism in
Central America. Jackson’s proposed
‘“‘treeze’’ on military spending actually
increases the defense budget to take
account of inflation. And it is linked to
demands that U.S. imperialism’s junior
partners in Western Europé—the British
rulers who went to war with Argentina
and the French rulers~who currently
have troops in Chad and l.ebanon—
build up their military apparatus even
furthcr

Can the Jacksos
campaign build a mass
mmmant? '

There are numergus people, particu-
larly those in left groups, who concede
that Jesse Jackson is a pro-capitalist
politician and share our assessment of
the - Democratic Party. Nevertheless,

opportumst but who do not say so, who
recognize that Jackson is hustling votes

50, who know the Democrats will betray
Black people but don’t say so, and those
who admit all of this but say it doesn’t
matter because Jackson is Black—are
not doing Black people, or anybody else,
a service. .

A movement that relies on popular
illusions in Jackson, rather than honest-
Iy assessing his campaign, is like a house
built on sand. It will fall apart when
those illusions are stripped away by
reality, perhaps as soon as Jackson
starts openly backing Mendaleinstead of
building an effective movement against
Reagan and the entire ruling class.

Those who hope to use. the Jackson
campaign to build a mass movement
need to examine exactly who is using
who in the Jackson 'campaign. If
Jackson were to lead a third, -indepen:-

dent party campaign based on the pu‘)ll—
city and orgamzauon built up through
the Democratic primaries, such a cam-

‘paign would have the potential to gene-

rate a movement combining electoral
action with other forms of protest. Such
a campaign could develop into an alli-
ance of Black peopie, Latins, women,
gays, workers and progressive groups
that would deserve serious consideration
regardless of its formal label or
Jackson’s own reformist politics.

But Jackson has no intention of
organizing such a campaign. He has not
only opposed a third party race in 1984,
but is not even building a political appa-
ratus that could serve as the basis for a

‘third party in the future. Jackson’s goal

is to draw people into supporting -the
Democrats, not to lead anyone out of
the Democratic Party into a party inde-
pendent of the capitalists.

Similarly, if the Jackson campaign
were to organize mass protests demand-
ing jobs, opposing U.S. intervention in
Central America and the Middle East, or

fighting racism and sexism—actions that
would bring his supporters together in a
common struggle against the capitalists
—it, ‘would - certainly contribute to
building a mass radical- movement. We
would certainly help build such demon-

‘strations regardless of our opinions of

Jesse Jackson and the rest of his cam-
paign. But Jackson has called for
demonstrations (on Lebanon and Cen-
tral America) just once, without com-

" mitting his campaign organization to-

any role in bulding them. (He said stu-
dents should do it.) Jackson is using the
movement’s resources to build his cam-
paign—and the Democratic Party—

rather than using his campalgn to build

the movement.

Indeed, many Black leaders are sup- >

porting Jackson precisely because his
campaign is aimed at heading off the
growth of a militant Black movement.
Former SCLC leader Hosea Williams
praised Jackson because:“He’s really
inspiring Black people to regain faith

they lost in the political system.” A .

letter in the New York Times by the
noted " Black- - psychiatrist - Alvin F.
Poussaint put. it even more clearly:

-“‘Jackson has the opportunity to offer

hope to those alienated by current
government policies. His candidacy can
channel their rage and despair into con-

‘on for decades. We ‘m t

struetive pe)lmcai participation l:md]

curtail the potential for civil disorder.”’

We guspect that those who support
Jackson in order to ‘‘curtail the poten-

tin? for civil disorder’’ have a better idea
of what his campaign is really doing
than those who think it will help build a
radical movement.

If pecple den’t support -
Jackson, what can
they do?

We must build a militant radical
movement against the capitalist/imperi-

- alist attack on working and oppressed

people in the U.S. and throughout the
world. Only quch a movemeént, that
knows what it wants and where it is
going, that has no illusions in the capi-
talist system and its institutions and
refuses to tie itself to the Democratic
Party, can have a significant impact on
the political course of this country.
_To build such a movement requires
systematic educational and organizing
work. We must bring the truth about all
aspects of the world crisis of capitalism
to Blacks and all working class and
oppressed people. This means informing
people about what is going on in Leba-
non, Central America, South Africa,
etc. and explaining why the U.S.
supports reactionary regimes and sup-
presses people’s rights to be free of
foreign domination.

It means explaining that the rnhng
classes, in the United States and
throughout the world, aim to solve the
crisis through a massive assault on the
living standards, political rights and
organizations of the majority of the
world’s people. And, it means explain-
ing that the arms buildup and the threat
of nuclear holocaust résult from the
efforts of all capitalist countries, especi-
ally Russia and the United States, to
expand their power and spheres of
influence at the expense of the others.

In the U.S., building a.miovement
means explaining that the capitalist
attacks on Blacks, Iatins, women and
gays, on workers and oppressed people
are supported by both capitalist parties.
We must show why the‘Democrats are
not a real aliernative to the Republicans
and warn that the capitalist attacks will
continue, no matter who wins the
elections, until working people have the
strength to resist them.

Building a movement means support-
ing, participating in and organizing mass
struggles against all facets of the
capitalist offensive. This includes strikes,
mass demonstrations, boycotts, rent
strikes. While this is being done, it is
crucial to build unity among all working
class and oppressed people, explaining
the common cause of their oppression
and the need to unite to fight the com-
mon enemy. In other words, we miust
build an authentic Rainbow Coalition,
not a rhetorical one.

We believe that a mass popular move-
ment can be strong only if it is a class
conscious movement; if the people in it
understand who <their ‘ friends .are and
who their enemies are. We must there-
fore expose the notion that any oppres-
sed group in a Rainbow Coalition can
win real and lasting gains by ignoring the
needs of their sisters and brothers in
other oppressed groups 6r by tying

themselves to one or another segment of

the capitalist class. It is because mi
leaders like Jackson (arid ‘his" counte
parts in other movements). have “tied
working peoweqo the liberal capxtalxsts'
and their polifical stooges for years that
the ruling class has been able to carry
out an offensive against us—while. the

progressive movements, the umons and :

the left are in disarray.
. Jesse’{lackson 'S campaxgn is
latest version of a- ﬁetray th

what :t is if- We are

i
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necessury to so!ve the problems
E confronting humon society.
tothe hght for freedom for all the & :

capitalists, the RSL believes working
¥ and oppressed people con build a
cooperative, humane world society. Run by

world's people—freedom from poverty and g In place of the dictatorship of the

d class-relcted

tions of farmers, women, soldiers and
specially oppressed groups, the new
society would provide the fullest’
democracy for the vast majority of people,
while'ruthlessly suppressing the capitalists
*‘and those who seek to get ahead by
'steppil the backs of others.
hough the destructive legacy of
cqpnuhs would be severe, a truly
 democratic, mass-controlled government
could begin to reorganize society to fulfill
human needs, not provide a privileged
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The Rise of State Cepitaiism
{How the Russian Revelution Hlﬂs Smahod)

(Revolutionary r Socialist Educoﬁolwl Series, No.
impericlism, National Liberation: and Sociallst Revolution
(Eduecﬂondw No.2).

South Africa: Victory to the Black Workers' Revolutio

Chile: Never Again!. .
of the R

Prog:

workers'councils and other mass organiza-

.ist garbage behind us?

to fight for a mvoluhoncry, libertarian
vision of socialism.

capitalist crisis intensifies, we

. expect mass movements and mass’
struggles—both of the right and the left
—to break out with increasing frequency
around the world. The question is: Wil
thase upheavals lead to foscist dictator-
ships, state-capitalist transformations, a
new world war-—or an international
socialist revolution that puts all the cupnul-

s in the coming period, as the

The RSL believes that the last
outcome can be brought to pass only with
the active intervention and political leader-
ship of a disciplined international revolu-
tionary working class party. This party, and
its sections in countries around the world, is
needed to educate and organize workers
and other oppressed people about the
cause of thair misery and the solution to it;
to work in different movements and
struggles to increase the class-conscious-
ness and militancy of their participants; to
combat reformist, social-democratic, state-
capitalist, foscist and other leaderships that
would dercil mass, populor struggles and
lead them to certain defeat; and to help
Umm the different forces oppressed by
into a massi it on the

pita
zystem,
The existence of revelutionary
working class parties does not guarantee
vigtory. But without them, the more-
organized and powertul enemies of
socialist revolution will surely triumph.
The RSL considers the construction of
a revo!uhonary party in the U.5. and around
the world 1o be our main sirategic task. In
so doing, we reject any and al| elitist
notions that have come to be associated
ith such parties: that the party stands
arate from and above the working
s; that the party may use any method,
tter how base or dishonest, to gain
rship of the masses jn struggle; that
joalis to form a one- party state within a
supposedly sacialist society. Our goal is a
ciety where humon beings can
nsciously shape their own existence; we
see a revolutionary party simply os the
vehicle through whlch this can be made
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Revolutaonary Marxist League
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it is our special task to fight U.S.

imperialism’s domination and
exploitation of the peoples of the world,
and to support working and oppressed
people of all countries in their struggles for
self-determinotion and fraedom. We stand
for the immediate and unconditional inde-
pendence of all U.S. colonial holdings: -~
Puerta Rico, the Virgin Islands and the
islands of the Pacific. We also demand the
immediate withdrawal of U.S. troops and
military installations in the Caribbean,
Central and South America, Asio, Europe,

ﬁ As an organization based in the U.S.,

" Africa, the Middle East-—everywhere.

Within the U.S. we support the right to self-
determination for Native Americans,
Blacks, Latinos of the Southwest, and other
oppressed groups.

tradition of Marx, Engels, Lenin and

Trotsky, particularly the pioneering
theoretical work of Marx and Engels; the
conception of the party, the stress on the’
iraportance of national liberation struggles
and the anti-statism shown in The State and
Revolution of Lenin; and the fight against
Stalinism of Trotsky. But we also identify
with the best of anarchism, particularly its
libertarian spirit. And we hold in no less
regard those leaders throughout the ages
who have fought against various forms of
exploitation and oppression: from
Spartacys to Harriet Tubman, from Emilianc
Zapata to Malcolm X.

We believe it is crucial for the left to
rid itself of the state-capitalist baggage
which it has corried for far too long. To do
so requires a careful evaluation of the
theoretical underpinnings of the modern:
left, from Marx to the Russian Revolution to
the current day. Only in this way can the’
best of our heritage—the fight against
oppression and for revolutionary socialism
—be preserved and the worst of it—an
infatuation with technocratic planning and
strong states—be discarded.
Revolutionaries must be the vanguard in
the fight for common decency and true
freedom. it is 1o that fight the RSL is
committed, body undj(ful. Join us!

? The RSL identifies itself in the
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