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ent  sion on Disarmament, which
opened on May 23. The UN
gathering gained a lot of
support,publicity, and pop-
“ylar - enthusiasm. The day
bejora. petitighs with 700
m!jl n signatures calling for
ear weapons
1o the UN sec-
|
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piles. Under the cover of the
SALT tatks, U.S. imperialism
has developed the capability
of producing on short notice
thousands of small, cheap
cruise missiles, which can
penetrate any known arr
defense and rain down so
many nuclear warheads as to
abliterate the populations of
entire nations.

The U.S. has also devel-
oped the technology for the
uftimate capitalist weapon.
the neutron bomb. Through
intense radiation, this fine
nmdum of Western technol-
"ogy wipes out people very
efficiently, while leaving
properly intact. The bomb

{Cantinued on page 16)

ays in* May, hundreds of
people from the northwest
de comraunity of Bright
moor fought a pitched battle
with the Detroil cops The
f}Gh ng started when Mayor
Colarnan Young sent in dos-
ens of cops to protect the
new headguarters o De
troit's Nazi Party from de
struction by Brighimoor res)
dents.

Just one month earlier,
the Nazis had been ‘evicted
from a storefront on the

southwest side, following
protests and plcket lines
But the fascist lice just

A wave of popular rebel-
lion is sweeping over Latin
America. In country after

been a'big drai
the countries.

country, workers, peasants, - with
and youth are launching +debts, owed m
mass demonstrations, . banks. Peru ow

armed seizures of land, and
powerful general strikes. The
battles are becoming a sexi-
ous threat to the repressive
military dictatorships that_
rule most of Latin America.

The collapse of Latin
America’s economy is be-
hind this tremendous in-
crease in struggle. The world
economic crisis has sefi-
ousiy cut back Western mar-
kets for the area’s agricul-
ture, "raw materials, and
semi-processed goods. The
.drop in export prices and
volume.has had a devastat-
ing effect. Huge increases in

i

red. Brazil owes $33 bi

mnvaed their base of opera-
non to Brightmoor. Bright-
moor is  a  working-class

commurity that is 3
nately white, though a sube-
stantial number of Black
prople live there

Thie: Nazis opoencd thelr
naw headquaners al 20807

Fernkell Avenue on the m
g o Saturday  May
They had plastered the «
dows with racis! ieafieis 4
posters gatling for th
clizr acks ana
posler showed an
read “Jew dwarfs.

wen and
there is
an oven in your future.”
Just hours. after the Naz:
store opened. people from

the community set up a
pickel line. This picket line,
{Continued on page 4)




turned to me by the mail
officer. When | asked the as-
sistant warden here why my
mail was being denied, he
said those letters were not
from my family, but from
secret people trying to write
to me under my family’s
names. Can you really be-
lieve such a flimsy excuse
from him to deny my contact
wlth -my family? Ot course it
zwas all a “made up” excuse
by the keepers to deny my
mail. | wrote the director to
see if he would help me and
no help whal-sp-ever was
granted from him, Finally,
through the help of a state
+ senator @nd a wellknown TV
“news reporter who is a friend
of my family, | was able to
obtain “some” of the letters
that were denied. The rest
were “accidentally” lost .
| have a great deal of
faith in the power of
our paper and of our fellow
mrades who are not con-
y the keepers as so

S

Reader writes -
on Bakke case

Dear Comrades,

Applause, applause, at
last, at last, it's finally good
to find someone with the
correct position on the Bak-
ke case. It's good to find
some people that can see
through the fog of lies and
misconceptions that the
bourgeoisie and their lack-
eys are circulating in thelr
press and media, etc., and
the poor misguided “revolu-
tionaries" that can't see thelir
hand in front of their face
much  less have anything
close to the correct position
on the Bakke question.

Not only does the RSL
show that the Bakke case is
an attempt by the ruling
class. and thelr courts to
steal away the gains won by
Blgpks In the latter part of
the '60s.and early part of the
'70s, but you also explain
that the Bakke case if ruled
on in favor of Bakke wilt also
be a blow to women and gay
paople as well. The, thing

" that Impressed me the most

hustles”

codes-—was written by law- -

rg who figured the hustle.

‘Whénaver a rich or affluent
§?\Js figuring out how to
38S taxes etc., so the
t [he,c!tlzenry can pay

_every
chi of our govemment
% uséd - to say In
Hali; more D%Wyars
lltlcs than flles on

rtment of Correcti

“Who Am 17"
lngpoomnswrmonby pﬂwmm

1s you did something that no
one else has done and that is
cail for jobs for all in the
correct way. So many other
people have not raised the
demand for jobs and educa-
tion for all or they did it in
such a way that they relegate
to a back burner the fight
against Bakke as a non-
essential Issie.

Like the League for a Rev-
olutionary Party who told me
at the Bakke march “that the
affirmative action strategy
has ot only undermined the
possibility of solid and fast-
ing gains for Blacks, but it
has prepared as well the po-
tential for struggie among
the exploited rather than
against the exploiters. . ."” it
seems the LRP has forgotten
that it was the oppressed
that fought for some sort of
affirmative action since
Blacks and women are last
hired and first fired.

Now | know that this is a
double-edged sword. At the
same time Blacks, Latins
and women get a small toe-
hold in the door, it (the
ruling class—Ed.) is using
that to divide the workers by
saying that these jobs are
being stolen from white
workers who fought for some
job security through the
seniority and union agree-
ments. But as | said before
that the RSL has been the
only revolutionary party to
not only call for support for
affirmative action and to
guard against union busting
at the same time and in the
correct way. And I'm happy
to at last read it.

I'm sending you a check
for ten dollars {n support of
your fund drive, | know that
it's not muelﬁmﬂs -Is all that
I can afford at this time.

Comradely,
Larry Txabl
Newport News, Virginia

h knows not
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first time this ever
in tHe history of the U s.
The Stonewall He’belhc’)n‘

I'm not gomg to hide it
won't be pushed around any’
more.” In a few years, the
gay liberation movement
spread to cities all across
the U.S.

Through militant strug-
gles, important gains were
won. Police raids and entrap-
ment were cut back some.
The number of places-where
one could be  openly- gay
without fear of arrest grew.
Most of all, people began to
cofme out of the closet—to
stop hiding their gayhess.
Theugh ~the majority were
still . forced

to hide, the.

ability of some Homosexuals- -church

days before Stonewall.

Police attacks, “fike the
raids on Latin-gay bars in
Chicago last year,
creasing. In Bos
gays were arrested by under-
cover cops whe pretended to
be gay for the purpose of en-
trapping them.

in the ‘courts,
more lesbians have their
children stolen-from them by
the capitalists’ sexist “jus-
tice.”

In citles dcross the U.S..
right-wing " pOzilﬂC{anS
leaders and = cops

more and

Dade
Paul,
hih Kansas;

N Now

they
being

rlously com-
iberatlon are
tight backs
right-wing
OW can-

live in fear. Womem too, are
bemg hit. The right to abor-
tion is being taken away and,
at the same time, child care

is being cut back.

ese attacks are
ed by the same
he front 1mes are

SY:
mrg o pressed “pecple.
Trird, the attacks on gays

pressed workers,

nd other oppressed groups
are part of .a ge-ncral anack

d to strike mr three
just to save their
m destruction. Tens
8 Of steelworkers
thrown out of

untry the capi-
‘are himnq workers of
5 and sexes with cuts
sential services,
the capitalists aren't
enough today 1o take
A n the best organized
tkers in the big unions.
stead they are focussing
onslaught on the least
organized and most  op-
who are
more vulngrable to attack.
The attacks on Blacks, wo-
men and gays are part of
this. The majority of people
in these oppressed groups
are workers. By hitting these
groups today, the ruling
class hopes:to weaken and
divide the workers—soften-
ing up the whole working

class tor a frontal assau!t to-
morrow. The right-wing at-
tacks, therefore, have a vital
role to play in the capitalists’
strategy.

Gay leaders
chase liberals

While the right-wing for-
ces have been growing. what
have the leaders of gay
rights struggles been doing?
For the last several
most of these people weie
workmq o get gay S
laws passed. In afi,
adopted gay rights fe
in the majaaty of ¢
leaderys did not organize &
miditant e struggle fus
these Lvws o f Tev nghtn
I general, And o 1 nat
try (o convince other worcking
and oppressed people that
the fight for gay rights was
in their interest

instead, the gay leaders
worked behind the scenes,
getting liberal politicians to
sponsar and vote for gay
rights  measures  And in
order to win this support, the
pay leaders rejected any
thing that might oftend these
“respeclable” liberals’ sens:

yaadis

bilities A truly  mulitant
struggle would make the
liberais  nervous— so  that

had 1o go. The message to
the  predominately  white,
male liberal politicians was
supposaed to be: We're Just
like you-—-we just happen to
be gay So  transvestites.
transsexuals, Black and La-
tin gays. lesbians were all
shoved into the movement's
closel

The gay leaders tried o
win gains by making an
alliance with the bberals
But for all that gay rights
laws are being 'eppdlu! 1@(1
and right and the attg alyl
qays are on the rise Mear-
while, what do the gay nights

leaders  say r‘eefg&n%\)be
done? More of the samp-—
more lobhying, more ca[r)h
ing and pleading, and, at all
costs, more respeciability .
in fact, the liberals are part
of the same capitalist class
that is attacking workers and
oppressed people all across
the board They have no
{Gontinued on page 17)




{Continued from page 1)
which quickly grew to over
200, was a cross-seclion of
Brightmoor: motorcycle ¢lub
members.  young  workers,
incal businesspeople. older
waresn whitan and Biacks
Some came out to demon
wlrate brcause they hate the
Nazig' 1 filth some saw
the Nists as onwanted an-
truders 0 thewr community,
and many dida't waot their
childrer exposad to the Na
218" hee

Soon after the picket fine
started, police were called in
to protect the Nazis and their
headquarters.

By Saturday aftarnoon, a
showdown was “brewing
One  young  white  worker
kicked in a broken store.
front  window, and ‘then
grabbad the [lrgt. Naz o
come gyl of the humiq
ters and slarmmed him |
the w:lf The cops

N

They < spat
jumped on by &ngry
dents. One of the Naz
to be taken away in an afmbu-
lance.

At this point, the cops
moved In, driving people oft
Fenkell Avenue for a block.
A pregnant woman ‘ was
shoved to the ground by a
cop and later lost her baby.
A nine-year-old youth was
arrested for loitering.

c&pta&: in the Ta;seio potice
3 Qraw:;:: wasn't seporied.

As the protest swelled to
over 600 people, angry dem
vestrators taunted tho cops

sand then turned to throw
g stones and bottles The
cops responded by trymg te
Anast ONe o e PEODIG at a
nme  Bul the oops were
forced to back off many of
the artests bhecause people
s ounded the cops, shout
my and protecting the per
son being arrested

By this time, the senti
ment  of the community
swung against the cops as
well as against the Nazis.

Sunday

evening.

The rocks and bottles cone
linyed to 1 *‘@t the police
8 in the even-
liated by
{ two or

cops patrolling side streets
and alleys, cops on top of
buildings. and cops hiding
several blocks away. The
picket line never got large
enough to take on the cops
directly.
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The Brightmoor Commun
1ty Coungil, a group ot local
businesspeoplte and home
owners, called for a meeting
In e local community ven
tor o0 the next night Tues
[SEN

The Revolutionary Soociai
(5t League and some people
in the community spent the
svaning organizing peopte to

the meeting. We
el the nood to get
out of Brightmoor
ople deal with the
Ne also stressed the
Aefend everyone who
slad over the week

"
community
meeting.

The meeting drew over 250
angry people from Bright-
moot and around Detroil.
Local businessmen and poli-
ticians chaired and con-
trolled the meeting. Their
goal was to cool off the
struggle against the Nazis.

They tried to keep the
meeting under their thumbs
by explaining the steps that
they were taking to get the
Nazis evicted. When the
chairman of the meeting ad-
mitted that it had taken three
and a half months to evict
the Nazis from southwest
Detroit, the young workers
from Brightmoor who had
fought the cops for two days
started shouting: “We want
thern out now!"

Ore older white woman
demanded 10 know  why
nothing was being done *(
get the cops ot E
pulted

Nazis and Cops

really organize the commun
ity But at this powmnt the
jocal businessoen turned 1o
Paul Boatin  Boatin is ine
UAW bureaucral who eartier
tad sabotaged the anh-Naz
anucale n soutbwest Da-
{ropt (See month's
Torch/La Antorcha -£d.}
3oatin and his ailies from
the ntemational Socialists

businesses and used o
and Communist Labor Party
called on péople 1o give their
“leaders,” the businessmen,
a chance —1o give them i
Saturdey to try the (egad
road. Just one short weel
aweek to kitl the militancy In
Brightmaoor

Boatin ranted on, DO WNGT
SAY BURN OUT THE NAZIS
other  butldings  may  be
burnaed, too DO NOT SAY
VIOLENCE  Tre meeting
ended In that way., with
Boatin and friends at the mi-
crophone and the most mih
tant people walking out in
disqust.

The RSL and some other
left organizations tried to
rally the militants for a
picket at the Nazi storefront
but it didn’'t work. Most
people were contused and
disoriented by the meeting
and unable to see a clear
road forward

Since that Tuesday night
meeting, Brightmoor has
been pretty quiel While the
cops beat on peopie. and
arrested over 50 militants,
the businessmen. union bu-
reaucrats. and fake leftis's
worked doubte time 10 ¢ ha!‘v~

wS Jdemo.
hundregs  of
sidents
griver 3ot

Wi DG

RoL, wiich was aclive i
fightback from the o
ning. put out ateafler fol
ing the Tuesday mseto
poiriting 1o the road forws;
In it we wrote:

“The Nazts have besr. o
west Fenkell for over a w
now-—long encugh te -
infecting the area with 1ne.»
poison It's not enough
wait o evict them  TrEwx
ORGANIZATION HAS TO &
SMASHED. They have 1 1.
driven off the streets wr
aver they appear Al sre
sple w trashed  the
office and fought the N..
and the cops & week o
were righf! They arn s
who car lead & me
paginning in Brightmoor w .
spreading across the o

to destroy the Nazi or,.,

ization

But to crush the fia’
all of us who want o
them will have to get ¢
nized We are highting
oty the Mazis. b
against the cops. the <
and the polticians wheo
tect them VWhat we ne
build is a community
fense organization mad=
of all the people who wan' ¢

smash the Nazis all i

pruple who had to s
down the businessmen
last week's community m
ing The businessmen w
1o rely on the cops and t
courts to get the Nazis ou?
We need to organize all 'fz
fighters into a commu
defense organization whic”
can crush the Nazis!

“The anti-Nazi fighters =
the Brightmoor area neec o
develop ties across the cit.
A community defense orga-
nization wili need to gt
information out to worke
anc youth aroung Detr
about the Nazis and the ¢
so that they can begin but!
ing anti-Nazi teams in the’
piants, schools, and »
barhoods. This way v
broader who we can mu
ize for acuons agains!

iy
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est swelled to
angry dem-
d the cops
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The Brightmoor Commun
ity Council. a group of local
businesspeople and home-
owners, called for a meeting
in the focal community cen-
ter on the next night. Tues
day.

The Revolutionary Sociai
ist Lengue and some people
in the communjty spent the
evening organizing people to

| drew over 250
frém Bright-
13? around Detroit.
smen and po!i—

know wh;
ng was belqg done to
5 out. Her son

really organize the commun-
ity But at this point, the

# |ocal businessmen turned to

Paul Boatin, Boatin is the
UAW bureauffal who earfier
had sabotlaged the anti-Nazs
struggle in southwest De»
troit (See  iast  moith's
Torch/La Antorcha- .
Boatin and his allies from
the International Socialists

businesses and used to
and Communist Labor Party

‘called on péople to give their

“{eaders,” the businessmen.
a chance—to give them to
Saturday to try the legal
road. Just one short week—
aweek to kil the militancy in
Brightmoor.

Boatin ranted on, DO NOT
SAY BURN QUT THE NAZIS,
other buildings may be
burned, “toc. DO NOT SAY
VIOLE‘NCE The meeting
5N din that way. with
Boatm and friends at the mi-
e and the most mili-

it ipeople walking out in
disgu&t

didn't work. Most
ere confused and

at Tuesday night

Q. Bnghtmoor has
been\prettV quiet. While the
Gops beat on people, and
arréstedover 50 miiitants,
the businessmen, union bu-
reaucrats, and fake leftists
worked double time to chan-
nel the Brightmoor uprising
nto a isafe” !egaif gt to
the Nazis

ing. the Tuesday
“ pointing to The road fnwarn

“smashing up Nazi bookstore.

REL, which was active ip 1+
fightback frem the begin.
ning, put out a leaflet fofia,
meeting

in it we.wrcte:

‘The Nazis have besr n
west Fenkell.for over a wee:
now—long enough to Degn
infecting the area with the:
poison. It's not enough
wait to evict them THE
ORGANIZATION HAS TO
SMASHED. They have tn
driven off the streets
ever they appear. Al ine
people who  trashed
oftice and fought the *
and the cops a wesk
were right! They are the crs
who can lead a movermen:
baginning in Brightmoor a: -
spreading across the <,
--to destroy the Nazi orgs

ization.

“But to crush the
alt of us who want to figh:
them wili have to get os
nized. We are fighting not
only the Nazis, bul aisc
against the cops, the cour
and m&M'ans whao
tect them. Whit we o i
build is a community de-
fense organization made ul
of all the people who wa
smash the Nazis, all
people who had tc shout
down the businessmen
last week's community m
ing. The businessmen
to rely on the cops anc the
courts to get the Nazis oui
We.need to organize alt the
fighters into a commun
defense organization whic

Naziy

“The anti-Nazi fighters o
the Brightmoor area need to




 Workers Battle

he protest swelled to
JO people, angry dem-
tors taunted the cops
then turned to throw-
wes and bottles. .The
:sponded by trying to
one or two people at a
But the were
to back off many of
ests because people
1ded the cops, shout-
3 protecting the per-
ing arrested.
his time,

COpSs

day
1ing.
cks and bottles con-
o fly at the police
til late in the even-
> cops retaliated by
) groups of two or
ating them severely,
sting them.
he pigs singled out
porters of the Pro-
Labor Party (PLP)
| been passing -out
vspaper, Challenge/
The cops arrested
e PLPers for refus-
Ik across the street. -
wmber of anti-Nazi
rushed the cops,
e - prisoner, and
running away. But
supporter tripped
cops grabbed him.
) pulled his head
\d another  began
Wim in the face.
» started back to
but the cops putled
guns and said: “The
rson to move is
-veryone. froze and
> dragged the PLP
r away.
onday, Brightmoor
me a war zone. A
€ was set up around .

the senti- -
of the community
against the cops as
against the Nazis. =

The Brightmoor Commun-
ity Council, a group of iocal
businesspeople and home-
owners, called for a meeting
n the local community cen-

r on the next night. T

iues-
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d some people
unity spent the -
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- really organize the commun-
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tocal be.smossheﬂ turned to
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In We wrote:

Nazis have be 0
west Fenkell for over a weat
now—long enough to beqir
infecting the area with thei-
poison. It's not enough
wait to evict them. TH
ORGAN!ZAT!ON HAS TQO
SMASH:D
ever t‘*e,
peoplie who
office and fo
and the cop
were right! They

who can lead a movement-

a,,peah A

spreading across the y
—1to destroy the Nazi organ-

-

come to the meeting. We

emphasized the need to get

the cops -out of Brightmoor

to let people deai with the °
Nazis. We also stressed the

need to defend everyone who -
got arrested over the week-

end.

The
communlty

B i i

Vi Tat = Ve o

Hrwachen
o

Detroit cops stopped angry protesters from smashing up Nazi booktore.

businesses and used to
and Communist Labor Party
called on péople to give their
“leaders,” the businessmen.
a chance—to give them to
Saturday to try the legal
road. Just one short week—
a week to kill the militancy in
Brightmoor.

Boatin ranted on, DO NOT
SAY BURN OUT THE NAZIS,
other buildings may be
burned, too. DO NOT SAY

-

LS

ization.

all of us who want to fight
them wiil have to get orga-
nized. We are fighting not
only the Nazis,
against the cops, the courts
and the politicians who pro-
tect them. What we need to
build is a community de- -
fense organization made up
of all the people who want to
smash the Nazis, all

“But to crush the N& S

but also

the
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rge numober of anti-iNaz!
ers rushed the cops,
1 the - prisoner, and
ed running away. But

PLP supporter tripped -
the cops grabbed him.. -
cop pulled his head
began .

and another
ng him in the face.
ople started back to
him but the cops pulled
heir guns and said: “The.
_person
' Everyone froze and

>ops dragged the PLP -

orter away.
Monday, Brightmoor
Jecome a war zone. A

tline was set up around -~

2.m., but the pigs were
er the place. There were

patrolling side streets

illeys, cops on top of
ngs, and cops hiding
al blocks away. The
t line never got large
jh to take on the cops

n arrested a news-
cident and booked

k officlal from the
- Crawfard, was
were arrested. The
it with his son who
n the Tupelo police
wasn't reported.

to move is .

= Detroit,

_ started shouting:
.them out now!” :
One older white woma'\

Detroit cops stopped angry protesters from smashing up Nazi bookstore.

tcome to the meeting. We -

emphasized the need to get

~_the cops out of Brightmoor
- to let people deal with the -
Nazis. We also stressed the.
- _need to defend everyone who -
- got arrested over

the week-
end. )

The

community
meeting.

The 'meeting drew over 250

angry people from Bright-.
moor and around Detroit.

Local businessmen and pon-

“ticians chaired and con-

trolled the meeting. Their
goal
tried

" They to keep the

meeetmg under their thumbs

by explaining the steps that

- they were taking to get the .~
"~ Nazis evicted.
.- chairman of the meeting ad- -
.- mitted that it had taken three
~-and a half months to evict
- the "Nazis from southwest
the young workers :
from Brightmoor who had =

“When the

fought the cops for two days
“We want

demanded to know why

-nothing was being done to

-get the cops out. Her son:
~pulled up his shit ang
-showed the jagged scars or
“his back where the police
.nad beaten him on Sunday
_“What about the cc ps!” The'
~-4aea caught on rapidly as
person after person got up

"VIOLENCE. The

was to cool off the -
- struggle against the Nazis.
~but it

‘businesses and used to .
and Communist Labor Par’ty; )
called on péople to give their
the businessmen, -
a chance—to give them to -
legal -

week—
+ a week to kill the militancy in ~

“leaders,”

Saturday to try the
road. Just one short

Brightmoor.

Boatin ranted on, DO NOT
SAY BURN OUT THE NAZIS.
other buildings may be
burned,

ended in that way, with
Boatin and friends at the mi-
crophone and the most mili-
tant people walkmg out in
disgust.

The RSL and some other

left organizations tried to

rally the militants for a
picket at the Nazi storefront
didn't work. Most
people were confused and

" disoriented by the meeting
and unable to see a clear

road forward.
Since that Tuesday night
meeting, - Brightmoor has

been pretty quiet. While the .
cops beat on people, and

arrested over 50 militants.
the businessmen, unidn bu-
reaucrats, and fake leftists
worked doubie time to chan-

- nel the Brightmoor uprising
“into a “safe” legal fight to

-

evict the Nazis. This demor-
atized . the hundreds of
Brightmoor- residents wh
vant the Nazis driven out
now: " .
While a espectable

yeople ay around w
COUFt St ave bough

oW me {o

Ry
&

too. DO NOT SAY-
meeting

“to rely on the cops and

‘Nazis, and begin to organ

SRS .,,n

zzatnon
“But 0 erush the Naz Sy

“all of us who want to f ght

‘them will have to get orga- |
nized. We are fighting no
only the Nazis,
against the cops, the courts
‘and the politicians who pro-
-tect them. What we need tc
build is a community de- -
fense organization mad
of all the people who want
smash the Nazis, all the
people who had to shout
down the businessmen &t
last week's community mee!-
ing. The businessmen wa

“ yc e
DUt also

courts to get the Nazis out
We need to organize all the
fighters into a community
~defense organization which
can crush the Nazis!

“The anti- Naz: ftg'-'o:' of
the Brightmoor area need 10
develop ties across the cit
A community defense orga-
nization will need to get
information out to worke
and youth etro

around Detrc
about the Nazis and the coD
so that they can begin buiid--
ing anti-Nazi teams in, { eir
plants, schools, and neigh-
borhoods. This way we ¢
broaden who we can mot
ize for actions against th

wome'~ and
through o t the eity 1o




landlords. Lower taxes -on
Around two-thirds of taxable these interests will increase
real .gstate in California is their profits tremendously.
owned by corporations, gi- Second, Proposition 13
ant agribusinesses, and provides the cover for a new

‘. fall for the capitalists.

get (he axe
\:inro lay

/§83 million in
cal taxes and
t $11.9 million in
perty taxes. The commis-
concluded that the total
paid by undocumented
rkers to the county alone

greater than the
they receive back in
~torm of social services.

n -additional finding was
that soon after Qrange Coun-
ty began forwarding informa-

s W

Ladies
Unlo

independe'nt contracto
cutting services empioyin

about 15 workers, became

the first“such shop inLos
Angetes to be unionized.
Cutting services receive

bolts ‘of whole fabric frq,rQ/
the clothing manufacturers,

cut them to pattern design,
and return them for assem-
bly into finished clothing.

Previous efforts to. union-
ize these shops have always
failed because owners, faced
with the cut-throat competi-
tion typical of the industry,
have preferred to close down
temporarily rather than un-
ionize and risk bankruptcy or
economic reprisals ffom the
large’ c\lothmg manufacturers
an.whom they depend.

Thé Rutkin shop is ‘a
somewhat less fragile opera-
fion than most, and its
owner is a leading member

represents a Iarge .advance
for workérs who previously
had '‘no seniority, no ‘vaca-

_tion or holidays, no medical
“insurance, and wide wage

differentials: Under the con-
tract, Rutkin workers receive

oneé week's paid vacation and.

three paid holidays (to in-

-crease to five by the end of

the contract) a year,  Blue
Cross, and wage Jincreases
ranging from 25 cénts to 75
cents an hour. A cost-of-
living clause".was not in-
cluded, pointing to thé need
to re-open negotiations on
wages before thé contract
expires. &1 .

' -verifica-
, which would
to the federal
nahd Naluraliza-
e (INS). If the INS
jrant Is not in
legally, Medi-Cai
vould be discon-

nénted work-

mented workersido not pay
local, state, or federal taxes,
and yet draw heavily on local
social .- welfare programs.
This racist idea that undoc-
umented workers are “free
loaders,” “burden on the tax-
:

plete falsehood by a
published: commis-
ort _entitted  “The
¢ Impact of Undog-:
umented lmmxg&nts on Pub-
lic Health Services-in Orange
County.” (Orange County,
Cailforria, had a residercy
requlremem for public health

.~ services. Due to the commis-

sion’s teport, this has.been

wave of capitalist attacks on
the workers' living stan-
dards. ‘With the U'S. econ:
omy heading for a deep
the capitalists are
trying to drive down real
wages, cut benefits, and
slash social services. The
ruling class hopes tc make
the workers pay to skore up
the decaying capitalist sys-
tem,

But the capitalists are
afraid that the attacks m
lead to a tremendous
surge in the fightback of the
workers. As a result the cap:
talists try to attack the
workers in a way that does
net spark a wave ot strug-
gie

Proposition 13 gives the
capitalists  a ready-made
cover Instead of a direct
assauli that could fead 10 a
mass revolt agains! the cap:
talist class. the capitalists
can now hide behind the
“will of the peopie.” They
say: It's not our fault that we
have to roll back sccial
services and lay off workers
The “people” insisted on it

This has already been

(Continued on page 16}

Care Threatened

ally have not received the
communicable-disease vac-
cines routinely administered
to infants in the U.S. For this
reason, the undocumented
«worker often arrives in the
U.S. with heaith problems
requiring  treatment.  And
since these workers con-
tinue to live in poverty while
in the U.S., they are highty
susceptible to new ilinesses

1t the Schabarum propocsal
is passed by the L.os Ange
County Board of Supervis-
ors, many residents will in
fact be denied access (o
health care, and preventable

Most undocumented workers,

have incomes below the poverty
level, and are in need of public health
‘services. Generally, however, they
will avoid any public service —

need. it

itter how badly they may
-since obtaining it frequently

leads to government investigation,
spying, harassment and
‘possible deportation.

tion to the INS, the federal
government msututed alien
depor!atlon proceedings
against some of the Medi-
Cal applicants!

A group of doctors from
the University of California
at Irvine charged that serious
illnesses were going un-
treated because undocu-
mented workers feared de-
portation. Physicians told of
patients who had not sought
medical treatment for polio
or preventable communica-
ble chiidhood dlseasas be-
cause .of thi

So the Sch rﬂum propos-
al’s public’ ith “implica-
tions are deadly serious..Ac-
cording to the - Orange
County study, the majority

-of undocumented workers

are young adults from Mexi-
co’s rural areas, where pov-
erty and limited facilities
preclude adequate health
care. This means they usu-
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- mented—thou

tant ‘mothers run a hi
than-average risk of di

Any procedure
the effectivene
health programs
the tives of thousa

diseases will go unchecked
and untreated. Pregnant
women who ae undocu-

will also be b
public health treatment.
Without lmmumzanon d
prenatal care, these

ey



Break the Chains! S

»

Jury finds AIM militants innocent

Native American Indian activists Paul Skyhorse and Richard

Mohawk were found not guilty of murder by a jury on May 24,
one year after their trial began in Los Angeles and three and a
half years after their arrest

A white cab driver was beaten and stabbed to death in 1974
at an American indian Movement (AIM) camp north of LA.
Although Skyhorse and Mohawk were present in the camp at
the time of the killing, no evidence ever tied the:{n to the
murder itselt Three people who admitted to being involved in
the tatal attack were granted either immunity or short prison
terms in return for testitying against Skyhorse and Mohawk.

Skyhorse and Mohawk are now out of prison, but they are
not yet free. Mohawk still faces charges of possessing heroin
(while in fail}, arson (in connection with an AIM takeover of an
abandoned Nike missile site in lllinols), robbery, and escape.
Skyhorse faces charges of robbery and escape.

These men are guilty of only one "crime" —fighting for
Native American Indian righis. That Is why the state so
desperately wants them behind bars.

FREE SKYHORSE AND MOHAWK!

Zionists rail

June 9 in an effort to wii
for “assaulting" three guards

Gometz was framed becats
administrators. The keepers thr
prisoners who were orgahizing
segregation, the prisoners organized hunger strikes that we
supported by three-fourths of the peo“fﬂé in segregétion.
Gometz fought the Ashland administration.in other ways.
example, he testified at the trial of another prisoner, to try to
keep the state from framing him. : )

After the trial, the prison keepers wanted to “get even" with
Gometz. They tried to put him in a cell that was filled with
toilet water and all kinds of filth. When Gometz refused to go
into the cell, seven guards armed with axe-handles and black
jacks beat Gometz unconscious. Then three of these guards
fited assault charges against him.

Another prisoner wrote to the Torch/La Antorcha to ask alt
of our readers to support Gometz's fight against the frame-up.
He says: “The fact that Gometz has been attacking the system
constantly for the past four years, and has pending trumped
up charges of assault, means he won't get a shread of justice
unless the masses are informed of the proceedings.” Al
interested readers should write: the United States District
Court for the Middle District of Tennessee, Nashvlile,
Tennessee 37203, to protest the frame-up of Gometz.

Parole Jomo Kenyatta Now!

On Aprii 10, Jomo Kenyatta {(a/k/a John Reed), a prisoner
at the Federal Correctional Institution at Ashland., Kentucky,
was denied paroie. His parole date, originally set in June,
was first set back, and then taken away completely. This is
another case of the prison big shots harassing a prisoner for
standing up for his rights.

in October oflast vear. Kenyatta was charged with
possession of marijuana. He had none, so the charge was
withdrawn. Instead, Kenyatia was charged with refusing to
obey an order. For this charge—a total lie—he was thrown
into segregation f ken, in March, his June parcie
date was set bac the keepers are taking awa,
his parole

Kernyatta needs your support Letters of protestcan be seng
to: United States Department of Justice. United States Parole
Commission, Washington D.C. 20537 -

—
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INTERVIEW WITH BRIGADE MEMBER:

Free the

August 8th Brigade!

The trials of the August
8th Brigade are scheduled to
pegin in August. Members of
thé brigade, eight Latin and
two Black prisoners, were
indicted on charges stem-
ming from the Napanoch
prison rebellion of August 8.
1977 (See Torch/La Antor-
cha. February 15-March 14,
1978, for a full report on the
rebellion.) The charges in-
clude first-degree rioting.
tirst-degree attempted coer-
cion and first-degree as-
sault

Several months ago, Bri-
gade members were trans-
ferred to Green Haven prison.
Since then they have been
constantly harassed by the
guards. One brother, Felix
Castro, is being denied a
special diet for his ulcer

Another brigade member,
Hector Semidey, is being
framed  for  supposddly

assaulting a guard.

One of the Latin prisoners,
ils Torres, was paroled
g the outcome of the
ng trial. The follow-

sxcerpts  from an
the, Torch/La An-
1d :\“A%})\ Luis.

11d:you describe the

5're passing to
k, the officers
Some of the
ou and lock you
othing—say you're
acé. That's all the
hey got inside the
on with the guards to
nrates. That's why you
se8inmates fighting with the
guard§ inside, because
they're always going to make
a lot of hassles for us. We
cdmme to the conclusion that
with this oppression against
us, we got to force ourselves
to do something inside the
penitentiary.

T: Were the 10 brothers
who were indicted singled
out because the guards
thought they were the lead-
ership of the prisoners, or
was it just completely ran-
dom?

L: Yeah, it was like you
were the leader. First they
got 43 inmates. After ‘that,
some got superintendent’s
procedures, some got good
time taken away from them
and some were transferred.
And then 10, like me, Felix
Castro, and the others had
charges from the courts.
And they put charges to us
like crazy. They put me up
for assault, they put me for
destroying state property,
and inciting to riot. But | was
only defending myself from
any pigs that came around
me. They had the state guard
out there. The National
Guard was there too. There
weare orange-clothed offi-
cers. They were throwing
£ tving prisoners up like

=R em 1o the

§ h them

ave the gemancs
Coseople have o

struggie for?

L: We have to see that we
are all of the same race. We
nave to agree that our strug-
gle s for the liberation of
Puerto Rico, liberation from
U 8. imperialism. from the
imperialist oppression of the
Puerto Rican and Black peo
ple who sutfer many abuses
We have to unite with ali the
struggles that we can Our
struggle is to free our race.
our country, our world. Be-
cause i we don't liberate
ourselves, who is going to
free us? The U.S. will con-
tinue to oppress people, and
we cannot allow it to con-
tinue; we have to struggte
against this government

T: Is there anything you

want the readers of the
Torch/La Antorcha to do,
either to support Puerto

Rican liberation, or the
struggle of the August 8th
Brigade?

L: Yes, if they could ex-
tend a hand. It isn't impor-
tant what they do, if they do
what they can, if they find
ways to help us. If they can
support other organizations
that are helping us, spread
information about the strug-
gle, this would helip us all o
go forward.

T: Could you say some-
thing about your own com-
mitment in all of this?

s
éie;r-&ﬁ%:sis

L. | feet ke a new
like a child raising s
thing he really loves |
born to be a revclutionar,
All my life. | have rad z
dream, for my people. for m,
country | keep on in 1y
hometown in Puerto Rico -
1967 there were 3.000 peopie
fighting The Nationa: Guarg
and the regular potlice cams=
down. and some of ire
brothers got hurt My hancg
got broke. And t was born e
be a revolutionary ang 1o
give my life for the people. 1o
die for my brothers

T: Is there anything yoo
would like to say 10 the
brothers still in prison. Fia-
co, Scorpio. Felix and the
rest of them?

L: To my brothers in the
penitentiary, | would like to
say | wish them all my best
and my love. To each one of
them, | will do my best until
each one of them is out

The brigade is continuing
to fight the racist guards and
brutal prison conditions that
sparked the rebellion at Nap-
anoch They need your sup-
port. Letters of solidarity
and contributions to the de-
fense fund can be sent to:
Torch/La Antorcha, PO Box
524, New York, NY 1003<.
Everything will be forwarded
to the August 8th Brigade.
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GREEN HAVEN PRISONERS
FIGHT RACIST GUARDS

Victory! On May 24, 1978,
a Dutchess County, New
York, grand jury refused to
indict Yusuf Abdul Alim
{a/k/a Albert McQueen), a
Sunni Muslim prisoner at the
Green Haven Correctional
Facility He had been
charged with attempted mur-
der, assault and possession
of a weapon.

As we reported in last
month's Torch/La Antorcha,
the prison keepers and the
state were trying to frame up
Yusuf for the April 12 stab-
bing of a gquard, Bertrand
Ross. Ross, according to the
keepers, was stabbed at 9:05
a.m. in the corridor of the
east side of the prison,

At the grand jury hearing,
Yusuf testified the
time he-was IocketT

But the repression “and
brutality continue at: Green
Haven. One prisoner, Pedro
Juan Arroyo. died of mal-
nuirition on May 3. Then on
May 10 a fire broke out in the
cell of a Sunni Muslim
brother. A statement sent to
the Torch/La Antorcha by
the Sunni Muslim Commun-
ity at Green Haven reports
what happened:

“Musa Abdui Mu'min
(a/k/a Willlam Petersonj.
had been confined to the
Special Housing Unit (SHU).
for reasons that he allegedly
caused a ance whiie
housed in nospital ob
servation cell He had been
in this observation cell only
a short time b@?o'e Demo

tor ap:“xrrateiy ow«wd
one-haif monihs
~On wednesday. May 10.
1978, at approximately 5:0
a.m there was a fire in
Pe\crscm‘s cetl Twoc o
were on duty at the time of
the fire Peterson was re-
moved from t
at approxim
and taken to t Hﬂ facility hos-
pital ‘At approximately 5:40
a.m.. deputy supesintendent
in charge of security J
Kegnan, asrived in the insti-
~ tution. Peterson was then re-
moved from SHU. and taken
to St. Francis Hospital at

6:00 a.m.

“Peterson was removed
from St. Francis Hospital,
and taken to the Albany
Medical Center (Special Burn
Unit), where he was treated
Approximately 4:10 p.m., on
May 10, 1978, William Peter-
son died.”

Right after Musa's death,
a prisoners’ action commit-
tee was formed. It organized
a silent vigil on Friday, May
12, in the mess hall. Not one
prisoner spoke the entire
time, and few even ate. The
guards started freaking out
and one turned on a radio to
make some noise. However,
other guards made him turn
it off, fearful that the prison-
ers would take some action

Those women who had,
abortions would have pre-

ferred not to get pregnant in ~

the first place, and 2 iot-of
women who gave birth never
intended to get pregnant.
But there are no decent con-
traceptives that are both safe
and work all the time.
Women have no choice!
Working women who want
children have abortions be-
cause they can't afford to
iose their jobs. Mothers who
would like fto ¢ more
chiigregn have abortions be-
se they can't feed an-
her mouth
Women have no choice!
Women are taught that
their only purpose in life is
:0 have children; so they
have them. Women are
taught by their religion that
birth control and abortion
are sins: so they have a baby
every year.
Women have no choice!
Tne federal governmen
cut off funds for Me
abortions. So when poor
women get opregnant, they
have babies s hawd for
teenage women to get wirth
contrel, so they get preg-
nant it's even harder for
teenagers o get an abortion;
so they become mothers.

“There appears to be
gomething strange regarding
the report circulated through-
out the tacility (Green Haven
Correctional Fauhty) regard-
ing the death of one Bro.
William Peterson. It is ac-
knowledged, that many who
knew Bro. Peterson person-
ally. knew in fact that he did
not “smoke,” and that he
was removed f{from this
(Green Haven Population)
population to undergo psy-
chiatry treatment. How then,
we ask, was he permitted 1o
burn himself to death in an
area two times more con-
trolled than an active court
room? Furthermore, It Is
known that the ‘segregation
unit' is under twenty-four-
hour surveillance. And, se-
condly, we further acknow-
ledge that officers gonduct
hourly Inspections 8t each
inmate housing in "segrega-

here are many questions
ating throughout this
nd these questions

nd to inmates
r help? Why did
responding
help? Why

Jucted

Why were other n
removed from  therr
nor te assisting Bro
Petersen whoo in fact was
on fire? Why did officers
retuse to help Bro Peter-
son once it was discovered
that 1t was his cell on fire?
Why did it take half an hour
before acknowledgement
was given concerning a fire
sttuation in segregation
unit? Who gave Bro. Peter-
sof matches? How did Bro
Peterson acquire sufficient
materials to start a fire in his
cell? Did ofticers under pro-
mise of promotion start the
fire? There are just too many
guestions unanswered which
need immediate answer-
ing

Guards
commit murder

Brother Musa’s death was
no accident It was outnght
murder by prison guards.
This is the belief of many of
the Green Haven prisoners.
and of members of Musa's
family In fact, one explana-
tion going around the prison
1 that Musa  accidantaity
discovered a4 KKK guard
meeting and was killed to
keep him quiet

New York State's prison
system s filled with vicious
iy racist KKK gquards For ex
ample, at the Eastern Cor
rgctional Facility at Napa-
noch, there were 35 known
and suspected Klan mem-

§ worked for three dollars F:
“day. | want freedom. All my
life I want freedom. We all
cry for freedom!

Women have no choice!

Weifare mothers can't get
abortione ir mosi states, but
in many cases they're told
that their checks will be cut
off uniess they get sterilized.
Some poor and minonty
women wno sign a lot of
papers when they go to &
hospital to give birth aren't-
wofd that one of the forms
they signed was a consent
or sterilization

Women have no choi,ce!

Women in capitalist so-
cieiy -have no control over

our lives. From the day «ere
we're tcld to get mar-
nd have cniidren and ic
cick a guy who can suppori &
famﬂy And we're supposed
to be happy coocking and
clearing and staying home
But what tf a woman
pregnant and deesn’t wa
marry the guy. or he can't
support a family or doesn’
want to? She can have an
abortion——if she can get
-or she car be a weita
moiner Or if she can get
decent ;cb. she can be a

e
a

a5 gua
ry "ersom
summer Many of
thesé: KiKers have smte
veen transterred 1o Greer”
@ Ther am s to n
ntimidate and even k
Biack bLatin and political
prisoners  Just recently a
Green Haven prischer re-
ported to the Torch/La An-
torcha that four Latin me
bers of the August 8th Bn
gade were stopped by a
group of guards claiming ta
be Klansmer The rac
threatened that the bron
were “the next to go.”
To smash these racists 15
going 1o take an organized
fight—both behind the pris-
on walls and on the outsige
It is the same fight that
needed to drive the Nazis off
the streets of Detroit Chi
cago. or any other piace thay
rarse therr ugly heads it s
the same hight that 1s needa:
to beat back nght-wing at

tacks on gays. on the right i
abornon. on the nght of
workers  to arganize anca
Striee

A coahition  has  been
formed 1o support the pres
oners at Green H:
June 6 :
VariGgs prisetar
tett groaps
R&L met and
Emergency  Cup mitiee L,
Demandg Rights tor

e Prigonee s

. g A e
a”?“l() n July a
prison  Fuoc further infnrmg
tion write to RSL, PO Box
562, New York. NY 10036

waorking mother doing two
jobs with nc time to have any
life, and always worrying -
her kids are gkay while she .
at work

What would fife be like ina
society where women-have a
real choice? What would it
be like under socialism?

There wodTd beiae heaitr
care tor everyone. gciuding
abortior: ¢n demand. under
the best medicat cond
With plenty of maoneé
faciiities for re
ical science Cou
contracept ves that
sure and dont harm

over thew lives From the dav
we were Dorn we'd Know we
couid be anything we wan!
to be and have any jobh we
wanl Peocple would work

hours, so they'd have
Ve WC""

vetore amg alter giving both

andg men—who want
care of ¢ 1 get
d for that, just tike people

and ciean
mese are jobs which are
necessary and important

s In & soctalist  socwely
that’s how it L
Women. wouid have a real
choice. - N

JUNE 15-JULY 14, 1978 /TORCH/PAGE 7



gonr

With his own army putting
up little resistance, Mobutu
appealed to the Western im-
perialists to bail him out
Wwithin a few days, the impe-
rialist troops had chased the
CNLF out of Kolwezi.

The imperialists tried to
disgu\setheirimervention as
a 'rescue operanon to save
white Europeans from mas-
sapre at the hands of the
CNLF. This is typical impe-
rialist hypocrisy. White refu-
gees have reported that
some of the Europeans were
shot down by the very same
French Foreign Legion and
Zalrtan troops sent to “res-
cue” them! Moreover, the
capitalist press barely men-
tioned the atrocities com-
d by the European and
an troops against the

k people of Kolwezi. At
st four Zairians died for
" white killed. Most of
leaths occurred during
rench/Belglan counter-
attack on ‘Kolwezi, or in the
od of reprisals that fol-

: spnta their claims, the
Frengh and Belgian troops
- were ent In to guard the im-

perlallst mining interests
save Mobutu’s regime

fchest mineral-pro-
‘areas at the disposal
estem imperialism. Al-
.Mobutu natlonallzed.-

unlons PNP Youth Organi-
.and all  left-wing
o!n us in organiz-

“No To IMF!
Workers Con-
ell received by
small farmers
s. People said,
must control-now!
Se’aga sell we

(] get their copies -
;snons as to how

The IMF :
cannot vyork

Newspaper

ize” capitahsm
met resistancefrom of the RMUL
P

everywhere

nation over Zaire’s re-
sources. Through marketing
agreements and by furnish.
ing Mobutu with high-priced
European management
teams, the corporations con-
tinue to rake in a lion’s share
of the huge profits generated
by the mines.

In addition to their eco-
nomic motives, the imperial-
ists have an even more basic
political stake in keeping
Mobutu in power. His regime
is a key link in the Western-
controled network of neo-
cotonial African states
Since Mobutu was put in
power by the ClA in 1965, he
has cooperated with the U.S.
in keeping central Africa free
of Russian infiuence. Mo-
butu has also actively fought
the developing liberation
movements in southern Af-
rica.

CNLF:
Neo-colonial
mercenaries

Opposing the Mobutu re-
gime is the CNLF. The CNLF
claims to be a national !ib-
eration movement fighting in
the interests of the Zairian
people. A fook at the CNLF's
history, however, explodes
this lie.

The CNLF is made up of
former colonial police and
their families who worked for
Belgian imperialism when
Zaire was known as the
Belgian Congo. When the
Congo became independent
in 1960, the Belgian mining
companies in Shaba (then
called Katanga) engineered a
right-wing rebellion under
Moise Tshombe. Tshombe's
aim was to split off Katanga
from the rest of the Congo
and rufe it as the. private
empire of the mining con-
cerns. The backbone of
Tshombe’ army were
white South African mercen-
aries and the Katangan co-
lonial police fofce. General
Mbumba, now t'he,ulééder of
the” CNLF, was one of
Tshombe's ranking officers.
The murder of azrlce Lum-

BREAK THE CHAINS AND LET

WORKERS AND SMALL FARMERS RUL

. Last year;: Manley {(PNP
s ) pnme minister):got ‘a_$74.--

h‘ but devalua—
 price 1ses $10 guide- -
pro’d(ichon man and |

"worse. This year it is a $250 y it
.miffion loan? the briite-force tactics Man-
Manley says that though. ley.usés to ‘keep down the..

P@GE 8/TORCH / JUNE 15-JULY 14, 1978

e ———
One year subscription: $5.00
ORDER FROM:

offs only ‘made . things USRI e M Al Revolutionary Scoialist
, st
PO Box 562 NY, NY




&
In lran

BY PAUL BENJAMIN

strations swep! across 34
lranian cities and towns. in-
cluding a general strike in
Teheran, the national capi-
tai. on May 15

Rebellion
spreading

The May revoll was the
latest in a series of uprisings
over the past six months,
The first demonstrations
took place in the city of Qom
on Janus 9, Since then,
demonstrations have broken

industry. These refor
10 an economic boom w
tasted 10 years

in 1874, the government
counted on huge oil profits
1o faunch a $69 biflion ingus-
t ation  program  in-
ot revenues fell while
anot up 30 percent in
Hy 1976 the govern-

ment daced a %4 billion -
bucael dehiont

rnooaddition,  the shah's

policy ruined Iranian

qriculture. Ten years ago
lran exported food on the
world market. But productiv-
ity declined on the govern-
ment-run estates after the
iand reform. Morgover, the

For 25 years, U.S. imperialism
has joined forces with the shah to
turn Iran into an imperialist fortress
in the Middle East.

and tanks into lranian cities
to suppress the revoits. Over
500 people have died in
battles with the military,
while thousands more have
been wounded or impris-
oned. But the shah has been
unable to smash the opposi-
tion movement. A new round
of demonstrations wili prob-
ably erupt around June 20,
the 40 days after the May
rebellion. N

These revolts demonstrate
the true nature of the shah’s
program for turning lran into
a “modern” society. Fifteen
years ago, the shah ordered
a “white revolution” to mo-_
dernize lranian society. He
carried out land reforms
aimed at setting up large
mechanized farms. He grant-
ed tax credits and protective
tariffs to build up Ilranian

in 1976.

The shah also tried to buy
off the workers by setting up
a phony “workers’ participa-
tion plan” in 1975. Accord-
ing to this plan, major corpo-
rations were supposed to
sell"Up to 49 percent of their
stock to workers and farm-
ers. In fact, the government
actually bought up the stock
to “hoid in trust” for the
workers. This gained the
workers nothing, while it

angered the iranian capital-
ists and scared off foreign '

investors.

Finatly, the shah tried to
turn the masses’ anger away
from the government by
blaming merchants, “hoard-
ers and profiteers” for rising
prices. His campaign
against the merchants suc-
ceeded oniy in turning the

ping pro-shah thug last winter in Washington, D.C

peasanis,
liglous leaders

h Kh&meini, into
pite government
the 8hia clergy
nd wide influ-
the lranian

orogd 4nt6 the cities.

Khaeini claims that Shia
leaders want to overthrow
the shah and restore consti-
tutional rule in iran. In fact,
the Shia leaders are reac-
tionaries who have retused
to cooperate with revolu-
tionaries against the shah.
The reason for this is sim-
ple—a revolutionary work-
ers’ movemnent would threat-
en Khomeini's own ambi-
tions in lran.

Mosques
want power

Khomeini wants to restore
the 1906 constitution, which
gives religious leaders a veto
over any legislation passed
by an lranian parfiament. His
movement calis for restoring
land to the mosques instead
of distributing land to Iran’s
two million landless peas-
ants. It calls for driving
women out of an active role
in lran’s political and eco-
nomic life and back into
feudal subjugation. in other
words, the religious deaders
are using the masses’ strug-
gle for freedom to regain
their former power and privi-
leges.

A second opposition
group is the recently formed
Union of National
Forces. It is composed
mainly of liberal intellectuals
and politicians. These peo-
ple want to stabilize capital-
ist rdle in lran by cutting

. down the brutality and cor-

Front |

ruption of the shah's dicta-
torship. They have called for
freedom of speech. freedom
of assembly and free elec-
tions. But they have denied
the shah's charges that they
are cooperating with revolu-
tionaries in iran. Instead.
they hope the U.S. ruling
class will eventually pres
sure the shah into granting
the reforms they demand
But the U.S. is still giving
full support to the shah's
government. [t has painted
the opposition as religious
tanatics opposed to land
reform and the emancipation
of women. At the same time,
it has tried to €over up the
vicious repression in lran,
and build up the shah as a

crusading reformer dedi
cated to modernizing lranian
society.

The U.S. counts on the

shah to detend U.S. interests
in the Middle East against a

_;

mass anti-impenalist move-
ment and Russian expansion
into the area For 25 years,

U S imperiahsm has jotned
forces with the shah to turn
Iran Inte an imperiahst for-
tress in the Middle East The
U S sells tran over $4 billton
in arms ry year and

maintans 30,000 miitary ad
visors in fran U S govern
ment ‘aid agencies and pri-
vate corporations have
poured over $3 bulion o
lran’s econgmy
Now the rebeitions m fran
are threatening 1o wreck U S
plans to potice the Middie
East through the shah and
his army But the working
class op 1hien 'ﬂ{;v;zw
facks are jtonary party to
I the 1 st the
mpenalism
siiowed the Shia
it the Liberal capital-

IRANIAN STUDENTS
BUSTED IN CHICAGO

CHICAGO—On May 16,
Chicago police arrested 173
people participating in a
demonstration against the
shah of Iran. Most of the
demonstrators were support-
ers of the iranian Students
Association (ISA} The ar-
rests were the result of joint
work by the Chicago police
and SAVAK, the shah's se-
cret police force. Eleven pro-
testers were charged with
battery, and the rest were
turned over to the Immigra-
tion and Naturalization Ser-
vice (INS)} for deportation
hearings. The INS was [ater
forced to release the 162
demonstrators after they ail
refused to give their names
to ‘the government.

The arrests were provoked
by an agent of the shah
known as Farshid Maham, a
leader of the International
Organization of Patriotic
Iranians. Maham  walked
through the demonstration
shouting pro-shah siogans
and threatening physical re-
taliation against the demon-
strators. The Chicago palice
arrived immediately and Ma-

. ham fingered 11 people for

the police to arrest on char-
ges of battery In over 50
other incidents. Maham has
worked with Chicago poiice
to harass left-wing lranians.

SAVAK is working with
the Chicago police 1o try to
get militant lranian students
deported. They are trying to
provoke incidents which will
give the immigration author-
ity grounds to send them
back to iran If they are de-
ported, the anti-shah fight-
ers will be thrown into jail
where they wiil be tortured
and probably killed.

Rven if SAVAK cannot get
the ~ Jranian students de-
ported, it can find out their
names in order to harass
their families in lran. The
Chicago police are only too
glad to help by trumping up
charges against ISA support-
ers at every opportunity.

These attacks on the ISA
must be fought by ail work-
ers. immediately, this means
demanding that the Chicago
police stop harassing ISA
supporters and drop al!
charges against the 11 mifi-
tants. 3
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srialism Out of A

With his own army putting
up little resistance, Mobutu
appealed to the Western im-
perialists to bail him out
Within a few days, the impe-
rialist troops had chased the
CNLF ocut of Kolwezi

The imperialists tried to
“# disguise their intervention as

a “rescue operation” to save

white Europeans from mas-

sacre at the hands of the

CNLF This is typical impe-

rialist hypocrisy. White refu-

gees have reported that
some of the Europeans were
shot down by the very same

French Foreign Leglon and

Zairian troops sent to '‘res-

cue" them! Moreover, the

capitalist press barely men-
# tioned the atrocities com-
mitted by the European and
Zairian troops against the
‘Black people of Kolwezi. At
i Teast four Zairians died for
very white killed. Most of
he- deaths occurred during
he French/Belgian counter-
attack on Kolwezi, or in the
‘period of reprisals that fol-

. Despite their claims, the
rench and Belgian troops
vere sent in to guard the im-
erialist mining interests
d to save Mobutu's regime
m collapse. Shaba is one
richest mineral-pro-
ng areas at the disposal
Western Imperialism. Al-
hough Mobutu nationalized
he Belglan-gwned mines in
966, this did not end the
stern corporations’ domi-

on May 13, the RML car-
ried out a mass distribution

and hlgglers People “said,
E bjr}ke must control now!
e

The IMF
cannot work

esstul, we must.
. We must build

Newspaper
of the RML

rica.

nation over Zaire's re-
sources. Through marketing
agreements and by funﬁv
ing Mobutu with high-price
European managemem
teams. the corporations con-
tinue to rake in a lion's share
of the huge profits generated
by the mines.

In addition to their eco-
nomic motives, the imperial-
ists have an even more basic
poiitical stake in keeping
Mobutu in power. His regime
is a key link in the Western-
controlled network of neo-
colonial African states
Since Mobutu was put in
power by the ClA in 1965, he
has cooperated with the U.S.
in keeping central Africa free
of Russian influence. Mo-
butu has also actively fought
the developing liberation
movements in southern Af-
rica.

CNLF:
Neo-colonial
mercenaries

Opposing the Mobutu re-
gime is the CNLF The CNLF
claims to be a national lib-
eration movement fighting in
the interests of the Zairian
pecple. A look at the CNLF's
history, however, explcdes
this lie.
~The CNLF is made up of
former colonial police and
their families who worked for
Belgian imperialism when
Zaire was known as the
Beigian Congo. When the
Congo became independent
in 1960, the Belgian mining
companies in Shaba (then
called Katanga) engineered a
right-wing rebellion under
Moise Tshombe. Tshombe's
aim was to split off Katanga
from the rest of the Congo
and rule it as the private
empire of the mining -con-
cerns. The backbone of
Tshoml - I army were
white Sauth African mercen-
aries and the Kat

BREAK THE CHAINS AND LET

WORKERS AND SMALL FAR

pnme mmsster) go!

bit - devatua- One year

worse. This year it is a 3230
itllon loan:
Manley says that though

o
he BML calls-on all trade

tey ‘ﬁs’es:t‘o_'keep dbw'“r'u the ~
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and tanks into Iranian cities
to suppress the revoits. Over
500 people have died in
battles with the military,
while thousands more have
been wounded or impris-
oned. But the shah has been
unable to smash the opposi-
tion movement. A new round
of demonstrations will prob-
ably erupt around June 20,
the 40 days after the May
rebellion.

These revoits demonstrate
the true nature of the shah's
program for turning tran into
a “modern” society. Fifteen
years ago, the shah ordered
a “white revolution” to mo-
dernize iranian society. He
carried out land reforms
aimed at setting up large
mechanized farms: He grant-
ed tax credits and protective
tariffs to build. up lranian

while

hot up. 30 pe«“em

the!
ruined !mn

off the workers by-getting
a’‘phony “workers’ particip:
tion plan” in 1975. Accord-
ing to this plan, major corpo-
rations were supposed to
sell up 10749 percent of their

_stock to workers and farm-

ers. In fact, the government

actually bought up the stock -

to -“hold in trust” for the
workers. . This gained the
workers nothing, while it
angered the Iranian capital-
ists and scared’ off - foreign
investors.

Finally, the shah tried to
turn the masses™anger away
from the government by
claming. merchants, “hoard-

ers and profiteers” for rising.

prices. His campaign
against the merchants suc-
ceeded only in turning the

are using the mas

land to the mosques inste:
of distributing land 'to Iran's
two miliion landless peas:
ants. It calls for driving
women out of an active role

~in lran’s politicai and eco-

nomic life and back into
feudal subjugation.. in other
words, the rehgrous |eaders
’ strug-

leges.

A second opposition
group is the recently formed
Union of National Front
Forces. 1t is composed
mainly of liberal intellectuals
and politicians. These peo-
ple want to stabilize capital-
ist rule in ran by cutting

‘down the brutality -and coe-

will
" shah inte -granting

rms they demand.

U.8. s still gwmg

epression in liran,
uild up the shah as a
ing reformer dedi-
ated to modernizing lranian
saciety.

The U.S. counts on the
shah to defend U. 8. interests
i the Middle East against a

SPC PR e

mass anti-imperialist move-
ment and Russian expansion
into the area. For 25 years,
U.S. imperiatism has joined
forces with the shah to turn
fran into an imperialist for-
tress in the Middle East The
U.S. sells Iran gver $4 billion
in arms every vyear. and
maintains 30,000 military ad-
visors in fran U S govern
ment aid agencies and pri-
vate corporations have
poured over 33 bullion into
Iran’s economy

Now the rebellions 1n {ran
are threatening to wreck U S
plans to police the Middle
East through the shah and
his army But the working-
class opposihion movement
lacks a revolutionary party to
lead the against the
shah and T
This has
clergy and tt
ists to gamn control of
struggle

IRANIAN STUDENTS
BUSTED IN CHICAGO

CHICAGO—On May 16,
Chicago police arrested 173
people participating in a
demonstration against the
shah of iran. Most of the
demonstrators were support-
ers of the lranian Students
Association (ISA). The ‘ar-
rests were the resuit of joint
work by the Chicago police
and SAVAK, the shah's se-
cret police force. Eleven pro-
testers were charged with
battery, and the rest were
turned over to the immigra-
tion and Naturalization Ser-
vice (INS) for deportation
hearings. The INS was later
forced to release the 162
demonstrators after they all
refused to give their-names
to the government.

The arrests were provoked
by an agent of the shah
known as Farshid Maham, a
leader of the International
Organization of Patriotic
iranians. Maham walked
through the demonstration
shouting pro-shah slogans
and.threatening physical re-
taliation against the demon-
strators. The Chicago police
arrived immediately and Ma-
ham tfingered 11 people for

JUNE 15-JULY 14, 1978/ TORCH/ i

the police to arrest on char-
ges of battery. In over 50
other incidents, Maham has
worked with Chicago police
to harass left-wing lranians

SAVAK is working with
the Chicago, police to try to
get militant iranian students
deported. They are trying to
provoke incidents which will
give the immigration author-
ity grounds to send them
back to fran. if they are de-
ported, the anti-shah fight-
ers will. be thrown into jail
where they will be tortured
and probably killed.

Even if SAVAK cannot get
the lranian students de-
ported, it can find out their
names in' order to harass
their families in Iran. The
Chicago police are only. too
glad to help by trumping up
charges against ISA support-
ers at every opportunity.

These attacks on the ISA

demanding that {he Chica
police stop harassing
supporters and drop
charges against the 1

s 2 .




Mass Rebellions Shake
Latm America

{Continued from page 1)
sult, U.8. imperialism cut off
access to the hard cash that
Peru needs o buy goods
abroad. Since the Peruvian
economy depends cn over-
seas sburces for 60 percent
of its supplies, it is quickly
grinding to a hait

percent
tax

were at hand! Traffic
major arteries was cut
workers launched frequent
and sustained attacks
against the government's
troops and cops. Three key
cities—Arequipa, Cuzco,
and Trujilo—went out on a
general strike. Altogether,
there were street clashes in
at least 28 cities and towns.

Nationwide
general strike

The workers' struggle
forced the hand of the union
bureaucrats. They called a
nationwide general strike far
May 22 and 23. During the
strike the workers shut the
country down tight, and they
continued to take on the
cops and the army in the
streets. After two days, the
bureaucrats ended the strike.

Werd' pu
the torch. A child was killed
and 100 persons arrested in

i

were fighting against gov-
ernment policies which have
great]y increased the cost of
living, On May 26 the stu-

» Bigy
January's ¢
» In Colomts
half o millio
workers went
general

For mahy
after his arrest,

Then. in a document written
byisorge and smuggled out
of*‘prison fast year, -he: de-
‘scribed the incredible tor-
tures to which he ‘had been
subjected . during seven
months of the secret inter-
rogations.

“There wasii't any part of
the body where they didn't
beat me.,” -he wrote, “in-
cluding the face and testi-
cles. They fractured, at least,
two of my ribs. | didn't sleep,
or if 1 did, it must have been
during the short minutes
that they left me alone.
Food. | was not given any,
and the water was rationed
to a glass every 24 hours.
They would not allow me to

But the heroic workers of~.. 00 to the bathroom. | uri-

Arequipa held out for an-
other week. At least 49 per-
sons were killed during all
the clashes. More than 2,000
people were arrested.

Similar rebetlions are tak-
ing place in much of the
hemisphere, and for the
same reasons.

» |n Nicaragua, the work-
ers, peasants and students
continue to press for the
overthrow of the 42-year-oid
Somoza dictatorship. On
May 24 and 25. thousands of
people .fought govermment
troops in the town of Esteli

nated on the fioor, while
they beat me. . . .In this new
stage, the torture consisted
in remaining on my feet. |
lasted in that position ap-
proximately one month. My
feet became monstrously
swollen. When the swelling
began to burst my skin, they
let me rest for about three
days. h

But he did not tatk! The
government’'s torturers
wanted to know the loca-
tions of FSLN "safe houses.”
where the guerrillas holg
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osition leader.

f the National Uni-
and other schools
truggle into the
h “encounters

“could not
of Tomas

y after the publica-
is letter from prison,
ined with other San-
risoners in a hunger
emanding an end to
ation and a transfer
from the underground dun-
geon of the Loma de Tiscapa
in Managua to. the so-called
Model Prison in Tipitapa.
After a:hunger stike of 50
days, Borge was transferred,
but remained in isolation. A
second hunger strike, in July
of last year, ended with, his
hospitalization. Stiil the So-
moza regime will not budge.

"Smash

capitalism
in Nicaragua!

The Somoza regime is
afraid of Borge and of the
other leftist political prison-
ers it holds. The Nicaraguan
masses. are beginning to
move, and a strong political
consciousness is growing
among the working class
and oppressed small farm-
ers. To allow the Sandinista
prisoners to circulate among
the general prison popula-

tion would be an invitation to "\ the short

prison revolts, linking up
with the strikeé wave and
demonstrations” which con-
tinue outside the prison
walls,

The real enemy of Borge
and his:comrades is not just
the brute Somoza, bad as he

-is. but'the capitalist system °

which backs him up, and
allows Somoza-style re-
gimes to.exist in many parts

.of the world.

The tight to free Borge-

rg  arcund Bartanquiti
niocked a major  naucna’
highway and fought it out
with the cops. Tnroughou!
untry more than 500
ses were torched or
damaged. and dozens of
vehicles were put out of
action

s In Brazd. more than
50.000 workers went on
strike bgginming May 12 1n
defiance of the military dic
tatorship’'s ban  This was
Brazi's  first  major  work
stoppage since 1968. The
strike. led by the autowork
ers, affected more than 20
large companies. As usual
the government declared the
strike 1llegal, but this time it

did not dare repress 1t by
forge. as it has always done
in the past

These are only a few of the
most outstanding examples.
The picture is the same In
most of the region. Guate-
mala and El Salvador are
being rocked by peasant
struggles for fand In the
Dominican Republic mass
demonstrations—and U.S.
pressure—stopped  efforts
by the Balaguer regime to
steal the May elections
Ecuador's  military rulers.
fearing the same possibility
have unleashed a wave of re-
pression to keep the workers
and other oppressed layers

TOMAS BORGE!
PRISONER TORTURED

must be part of an anti-
capitalist struggle of the
Nicaraguan masses, led by
the Nicaraguan working
class. The present class-
collaborationist  leadership
of the FSLN is not capable of
building such a fight. To
them, Borge is a symbol for
their *“anti-Somoza” cam-
paign—a campaign to dump
the butcher without upset-

ments is taking pla
Latn American bourge
are backing away frg
tary dictatorships ar
ing toward civilian
liberal wing of the ca
is coming more and m
the fore

What are the
liberals up to?

ral politicia .
17t the situation -
of controi Tne,
rrectly that v -
rge is not o
'd’HLd it could turn inic
continentwide maven
against the capitalist
tem The hiberais reatize
continued heavy repres
won't stop the even
plosion In fact, 1t wiit s
that explosion all the m.
cataclysmic and hard tc
trol So they want to e
up. They hope to put t
selves at the head
masses; to fimit their
gles to a program of demi-
cratic” reforms within 1o
system. and to isolate tr-
socalist revolutionaries
The shift to civilian go.
ernments of one form ¢
(Continued on page *°

ting the murderous class
system he stands on. This =
a deadly incorrect strateg,
and must be exposed, at the
same time that we call for
the immediate; unquatifies
release of all the Sandinista
prisoners.

Tomas Borge Must Be Free!

Forward to the

Socialist Rexalution

in Nicaragua! \

“There wasn't
any part of
the body
where they
didn’t beat
me, including
the face and
testicles. They
fractured, at
least, two of
my ribs. [
didn’t sleep,
or if | did, it
must have
been during

minutes that
they left me
alone. Food, /
was not given
any,, the water
was rat/aned

I urinated on

the floor, while they beat m




their  heags,
or after the

ists in Latin America. The been, that of the Latin Amer-
g4 Fpr Latin masses should take ican liberals has not been
advantage of every opening much cleaner, These ladies
that this campaign offers and gentlemen are them-
them less repression, selves recent supporters of
it will be for the the military gorillas. The
easants, and other  overwhelming majority of
la €r$ to organize them welcomed Pinochet in
f:ght for  Chile; backed Somoza in
Nicaragua; quietly worked
Gne should have, “Wwith Balaguer in the Domin-
ns in the U.S. or  Ican ‘Republic; and so on.
allies. Their cam-  The reason is simple: like
maln riglrxts'll:nd their U.S. big brothers, the
ule" in Latin  Latin liberals are capHalists. i i i
a s ‘& fraud from be- When the masses hapve come Black wquars St"ke n snuth Af"ca
ginning to end. In the first  knocking at the gates of their As the second annlversary of the Soweto revoit approaches,
shops and vilias, these peo- the class struggle in South Africa remains strong. On May 22,
ple” have never had any Biaclf minersm Wetkom rebelled against miserable working
qualms about employing the condnnon; launching a seven-hour battle with the apartheid
most ruthless repression to regime’s.riot police. At the same time, Black bus drivers in
turn .them back. Vereeniging struck for higher wages. Finally, Black and
so-called Colored workers at an engineering piant watked off
A their jobs demanding better working conditions, higher pay,
No faith in the and union recognition. These struggles show that Black

(Continu
© another is very Stre
e‘xam’ple.jatter 10

of ‘rebeliions
rc{ﬂ‘bpherg

) . workers in South Africa are continuing to fight back against
g bou eplsie! ) the white racist regime.
© JLFér the umptéenth time, To smash this resistance, the Vorster government is

Imperialism and its carrylng out a new crackdown. On May 30, soldiers surrounded
‘allles In Latin America  Black townships in Soweto, Alexandra and Cape Town and
to corral the work-  arrested hundreds of workers entering or leaving. On June 5,
ers fnlnd the illusion of police invaded the Grossroads squatters' camp near Cape
damj’ﬁ‘%tr tic rule. If the work- Town and arrested more than 50 workers. The government is
orthis tired old trick, trying to prevent a celebration of the Soweto uprising. On
Il only te’ putting June 16 Jast year, hundreds of thousands of workers and

s In“the guillotine  Students held strikes and demonstrations to mark the event.

E . Vorster fears that a new serles of rebellions may be in the otfing

‘Chilean hunger strike spreads

On May 9, six men and 60 women in Chile began a hunger

x strike against the Pinochet dictatorship. They are demanding

" ‘that the government release information on the tate of their
relatives, who are among 2,500 people who have
“disappeared.” These people are in reality among the many
litioal foes of the regime who have been secretly arrested
tortured, and murdered by Pinochet’s secret police. The
hunger strike set off a worldwide protest against the Chijean
.. government. Hunger strikes are going on in at least 20
¥ wcpun!nes in the U.S. alone. they are taking pface in Portiand
.San Jose, Chicago, Cleveland, Los Angeles, San Francisco,
‘Tugson, New York, Boston, and Washington, D.C.

In recent months the Chilean government has taken s'eps
Intended to soften international condemnation of the regime
On March & the government reguces te S Eie o sogoateT
“state of emergency.” On April § it announced that it would
allow 224 political prisoners to go into exile. On Aprii G 1t
declared an amneszy for poiitical prisoners a'(esied duriag
o andaften the 1972 00up. —
The government granted thrs S0~ caued amresty oniy to hide
the real nature of its brutal rule. The amnesty applies only to
those who were tried or faced charges in Chilean courts. it
bans turther legal praoceedings 1o force disclosure of
information on the thousands of Chileans who ware
kidnapped and secretly imprisoned or murdered. And it
“amnesties” the cops from possible charges for killings.
kidnappings or beatings. Pinochet hopes that these phony
reforms will end the international pressure against:his regime
_The ¢urrent campaign shows that he is mistaken.

“China/Vietnam war in the making?

1 May 24 the Chinese government condemned Vietnam for
ftacks on the 1.5 miflion Chinese living in Vietnamese
ry. The Vietnamese government in turn has-attacked
Chhja tor big-power chauvinism and interference in

D ’ !hair socialist rhetorlc, both of these countriss are
pitalist states i which the ruling class. i

the - Russians -if.=The U.S. F

does not want another

in this hemisphere; which it

considers its own back yard.

To forestall these dangers,
the U.S. has- been—working
hand in hand with the lib-
erals. This i the meaning of
Carter's much- baHyhooed. =
campaign of “human rights”
as it has been’ applied to
Latin America: Carter has
been putting a“good deal’ of
pressure on the military dic-
tatorships.

Imperialism-

plays “"nice guy”
Revolutionaries and mili-

tants should not be indiffer-

ent to the campaign of the
U.S. and the libetal capital-




e*N ha jiven
aroh in Skokie Winois

VOLUTIONAR

STEFL Wbk
‘/xyr&!, H

KERS

cCept the Nazi
s, Latins, Jews

s andards. By

of jobs, decent
panded, social
hings'that wé’ need,

Statesi . They have
power. |f
he anti- Na1|

’the labor

g

.~ Throughout this work revolution-
_ aries must fight to convi

workers that they rmust rely only on
thelr own strength- and "o

they can actually eliminate trs Naz
threat.

o

SWP debates
strategy

newspaper, ‘the Socialist
Party (SWP) explained the
for dealing with the Nazis
Responding to a call by Chicag
Jewish organizations, the SV
to support the .Skokie countert
stration. Along with this, they 0
a debate on how the NaZis -5
effectively opposed.

The article, written by the ma
editor of the Militant. beg
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Blueprint-for
catastrophe

On the surface, the SWP's strategy
appears to be viable. In fact, it is a
blueprint for catastrophe. To see why
this is true, it is necessary to take a
closer look at what the SWP strategy
means in practice.

First, as we have seen, the SWP
downpiays the threat that the Nazis
represent. To the SWP, the Nazis are
iust a bunch of crazy right-wing ter-
rorists who deny the democratic rights
of Blacks, Jews and others. The threat
thai the Nazis represent to the entire
working class is ignored.

For an organization that claims to be
revolutionary, this is outragecus. Who
ine Nazis are and what they represent
must be explained to the workers again
and again. We must educate the
~orking class today so as to prepare
the workers for the struggles that lie
aread. To cover this up by talking
abcut some future Nazi riovement and
downplaying the present one can only
d'SEm’l the workers and leave them

nprepared to meet the Nazis' chal-
‘Ef’-ge, After all, if the Nazis are oniy a
“unor nuisance, and besides, aren't
‘he real thing, why organize against

nem?

Second, the SWP says nothing
Wv‘dt organizing defense guards 16 run

"e Nazis off the streets and smash
‘meir offices. bookstores and regeun
s, Instead, théy calt on the capitai-
police and courts 1o arrsst
: jait *he Nazis. The onty

1g the anti<Naz figh*ers shoutd do.
= tant” SWP is tc

0 demoralize” the Nazis
& ceful demonstrations  in
words. the SWP tells workers
and ather oppressed neople that the
Nazis aren: really much of
and in any case
limit themselves 10 peacetu! demon-
strations and rely on the capitatési
state to protect them.

SWP courtsYiberals,
labor hacks

For the SWP there is a reason tor
this mealy-mouthed approach. Under
the militant words, the SWP's ap-
proach is to coax liberal politicians,
community leaders and labor bureau-
crats to form coalitions to organize
demonstrations against the Nazis. To
do this, they have to keep the anti-
Nazi fight as respectable as possible.

As aresult, they try to pose the anti-
Nazi struggle only as a struggle for
democratic rights—which most lib-
erals are for—rather than a clags battle
led by the working class—which the
liberals arg against. i the SWP told the
trutg about the Nazis, they would have
to expose the tles between Nazism and'

Italls More importantly, they
ave 1o explain that a lasting
the Nazlg is /inked to the over-
e whol a%gapltallst system.
ugh1a ould scare away

nd labet hacks is the key
& strategy. They have no
intention of. buitding a militant strug-
gle” agaifist the Nazis. They want a
respectable, peaceful movement which
will give them an arena to recruit cut of.
They have o desire to build a move-
ment that is led by workers who under-
stand who the Nazis are and what they
represent. The SWP doesn’t want the
workers to ledd. They want the workers
to be-cannon fodder in a reformist
movement that is controlied by liberal
spokespeople, church leaders and un-
jon bureaucrats. All the talk about
mobilizing the labor movement and
educating the workers is a lot of horse-
shit to cover up what the SWP is really
up to.

With this orientation, it is not sur-
prising that the SWP holds up the
{abor-Community-Interfaith  Council
as an example of the kind of coalition
that they want to build. From its
ingeption in Detroil. it has been a
barrier to developing a militant anti-
Nazi struggte. At every turn, the
council has sabotaged any anti-Nazi
effort that does not show the proper
“respect” for the capitalists’ laws and
police.

The council was organized in Detroit
by a former UAW bureaucrat, Paul
Bosiin 1t Includes representatives
from several unions, liberal community”
and religious organizations and a
number of ieft groups. Although the
siated aim of 1 council is to rid
Detroit of Na:xs + has opposed any

i the MNazig and
- defense sguads.
necessity 1G

1o appeat 1o 0
ou the Na
tell workers (o rely
nbey the taw

The rasults of this strategy wers pre

T tab! Jn Febroary 19, SUpRnOIte:
of the Workers Defense Committes (a
commitize iuhated by the RSLY was
stabbed by a Nas who had sneaked
G & Council meeting  Apparently
this Nazi wasn'* “intimidated and de
moralized

Despite this ncicaent the counc !
leadership has refused o change its
strategy In fact. the council has con
demned militant actions against the
Nazis. On March 12, the day after the
Nazis’ march was busted up in St
Louis, the RSL put a motion before the
coalition to support the victory. Boatin
ruled the motion out of order The
Nazis, he explained, had to be op-
posed by peaceful means. And. fol-
lowing this line, the coalition has
limited its work to courting liberal poli-
ticians and labor bureaucrats, and or-
ganizing a peaceful motorcade and one
demonstration.

The opening of the new Nazi book-
store on Detroit's northwest side pre-
sented the Boatin coalition with an-
other oppértunity to show what it
could do to defeat the Nazis. Hun-
dreds of workers spontaneously rose
“up against the Nazis to drive them out
of the community (see article, page 1).
At a community meeting called a few
days after the bookstore was opened
and after over 50 people were arrested
for flghting the Nazis and cops, the
coalitlon again stepped in to sabotage
the struggle. Boatin and his supporters
tried 1o convince angry people from the
community to rely on the neighbor
hood businessmen and the cops to get

troit ruling class te
de-surpaset - jo
on the cops and

the reform .51 st
be de >

of building a m-
Narzi forces.

the exampic of the Labor-C
interfaith Council proves, this
lead to smashing the Nazis
On the contrary. workers will pe-
come discouraged with the pacifist
oleadings of the liberals, and the Nazis
will continue their dirty work Ratner
than being mobilized to fight workers
will be driven away from the struggle
once they see that there 1s nc real
perspective for taking on the Nazis

NMunty-

Working class
must lead

To revolutionary Marxists—as op-
posed to fakers—the working class is
the key force in the anti-Nazi strug-
gle. This means that the working class
must lead this fight. Despite what the
SWP tries to claim, it has no interest in
building a real working-class-ied move-
ment. Along with their liberal cohorts,
they will do everything they can to see
that the struggle is kept with “ac-
ceptabie” limits. It the SWP 1s abie to
convince the anti-Nazt movement 1o
follow their reformist strategy. 1t wil!
lead it from one defeat to ancther

peak louder than words.
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SWP- ACTIONS SPEAK
" LOUDER THAN WORDS

P claims to support a militant fight against the Nazis. But

Miirchﬂ1 anti-Nazl forces won an important viclory in St. Louls,
url, A plahqod march and rally by the Na!lonal Socialist (Nazi} Party
merica was broken up by several th

d militant pre

< "the-Nazis to flee under heavy police protsction.
As the Tarch/La Antorcha reponed in our March 1&Apdl 14 issue

s, forcing

““The'Nazis wera in St. Louls to hald a national
*= thelr march and;ra"y to be a major show of force. Instead, the unlformsd

By the time the Nazis’ flatbed truck arrived at the_start of the planned
nds of people from this largely Germ
sady gathered. Unable to even get off theéir truck, the

1tion.

and Polish

$ i

, they q
gt “Whna Porwer.” The angry ‘crowd msponded by
ttles and snowbslls at the Nazis.
eaded off for Gravols Park, the siteof a scheduled ral!y

drove-through the

g el

, lsd by

feig,

AngnS

coumerdemonstréfors, ted’ b

y Soclallst Leaguo and the Biack and Whns Defense

‘still in.prograss, word was roeahred that the Nazis
Ilf«eight blocks away. A BWDC speaker called on
e ; 4

pro!ecﬁve custody’ at pollce headquan

y itud mmrd these evems'2 On the nighz before".

the Nazis attempted maréﬁ the St. Louis branch of the SWP heé

meeting entitled “Nazts and Democratic Rights.” The.-mai
included-a represen!&!ive of the ACLU, a survivor of the Hol¢ ,
SWP. During the discussion perlod, -supporters of the: 88 sk
'SWP was planning to participate in the.ant ‘Na!i demonstrat
spokesperson spld “No,” and tried t
msetlng not to: attem‘f Denounclng the RSL as "sectar

n St Louts" n a ﬁny th

League, broke away from the crowd, and. were
This “distortion™ was not the result of bad'in

italist newspapers carried more accurate report

SWP is only outweighed by their ;dishpnest_y,

T
onvince . other:
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Ford Workers Wildcat in Romeo

By an
Autoworker Correspondent

On Thursday, May 11,
workers on the first shift at
Ford's Romeo Tractor Plant
In  Romeo, Michigan,
dropped their tools and wild-
catted. They brcught camp-
ers, cars and trucks to barri-
cade all plant gates and CBs
to keep in touch with each
other. Production did not re-
sume until May 22— 11 days
later

The wiidcat was sparked
on the morning of May 11
when management tried to
threaten a welder into speed-
Ing up his_job. As Ford was
disciplining him for standing
up for himself, word spread
throughout the welding sec-
tion and [nto the rest of the
plant to walk.

Behind the wildo

moving againstthre
in lhls massacre. Res

even aftar kming 81 workers fo,

punishment, light as that is.

OSHA is also “considering” criminal legal action
against the firms If they find evidence of “willfu!
negléct.” But evidence has already come to light
that OSHA itself is just as gulity of this as are the
construction firms it Is investigating. OSHA
inspsected the construction site afull year before the
so-called accident took place. It issued a report
warning of “disastrous consequences” if the
scaffolding procedures were not changed. Beyond
that, OSHA did not lift-a finger to protect the
workers. As OSHA connnuemponder the question
workers are still dying at the
construction site. On June 10, a 19-year-old worker
was killed when he fell 100 feet to the ground.

of “willful neglect,”

Workers’ health inflationary?

Byssinosis is the technical name for “brown lung
disease.” About 35,000 textile workers are afflicted
by brown lung as a result of breathing in cotton
dust. Workers who contract brown lung have trouble
breathing, cough up wads of cotton dust, and

eventually die in agony.

in May, the Occupationat Safety and Health
Administration issued new regulations offering
some minimai protection against brown tung. These
rules required the textile industry to Install $625

through the legal grievance
procedure. But all we've got
is false promises and littie
action.” _

Ford® tried 1o break the
wildcat by*buying radio time

up by the union leadership to
ensure a vote against the
strike. Ken Morris, head of
Region 1B, chaired the meet-
ing. He used threats of a
court injunction and no sup-

When Morris saw the senti-
ment in his favor, he called a
back-to-work vote.

The union hacks promised
to act quickly through the
legal grievance procedure to

rof
capitalists will not even face theymaxtimum *

and announcing that the
plant would be reopened on )
Monday, May 15, But work- &
ers would not cross the plc- £
ket lines and the plant stayed
shut. More workdrs istarfed
coming down to ‘the picket
lines. Demands -were drawn
up for no disciplinary action
to be taken against any
hourly employee and that all
undue harassment be
stopped.

UAW hacks

step in

Ford then fired 17 workers
and threatened a court In-

get the fired workers back.
But there bhad been many
promises over the past four
years, and strikers left feel-
Ing sold out by the UAW.
Sixteen men and one wo-
man are out on the street.

the strike. Speakers
and-picked by Morris

The Romeo workers are pre-
paring to fight these firings
using the unity and organiza-
tion that was huilt during the
strike.” A committee of fired .
workers and supporters was
formed called the Romeo
Committee to Bring 'Em
Back. Workers inside the
plant are selling b‘uttpn& to
support the .fired worlsers‘
They are organizing a'strika-
ble grievance “campaign to
bring the plant out again.
And they are demanding a
union meeting to begin the
strike procedure.

Unite behind
Romeo workers

But the Local 400 leader-
ship has no Intention of
calling a strike. Thé union
hacks are stalling, hoping
the anger will go away. And
many workers are waiting on
the international to do some-
thing. Strikes and militant
shop-floor actions are what
is needed to force Ford to
rehire all 17 workers. The
most militant workers at
Romeo must be organizing
for such actions. As more
workers see the UAW hacks
sell their interests down the
river, a strategy of militant
action will become more
popular

All workers must let the
Romeo workers know that
we are behind them and wili
do all we can to aid the
struggle. Messages of soli-
darity and funds can be sent
care of: Revolutionary Auto-
-workers Committee, PO Box
302, Detroit, MI 48221.7

ution Equlpment that would
e risk to what OSHA considers a

however, used a presidential order
regulations. Carter opposed the
res as “intlationary.” He proposed
bosses substitute individuat

‘compromise Carier ar‘m unced ha has dropped the
respirator mask plan I favor of “engineering ;
controls.” - ¢
The real importance.of the affair Is that Carter has
made plaln the real attitude of the capitalist class
toward the lives'of working-class people. Workers
ara just another piece of raw material to be fed into
the machinery of production. There is one
ditference, however. WithThflation, the costs of
machinery and raw materidis are going up. The lives
of individual workers, however, are becoming
cheaper on a daily basis. Carter's action is an open
admission that economic progress under capitalism
depends on a steadily higher industrial death rate.
Neither Carter's plan nor OSHA's proposal protects
textile workers from brown lung. Carter's respirators
would result in 26 percent of all textile workers
getting brown lung. The OSHA “safe” level would
reduce this to 13 percent. Neither side is proposing
that brown lung be eliminated. The only point at
issue is the number of workers condemned to die.

Progreso.

NYC workers sold out

On June 5, officials representing 225, 000 union
city workers reached agreément on a new contract
with the government of New York City. It is now
being taken 16 the union membership for a
ratification vote.

While the Koch administration had to back off on
some of its takeaway-demands, the contract
proposal would be a massive setback for city

workers If It is passed. The heart of thgﬁﬁﬁbsas is
across-the-board wage slashing. i

The union bureaucrats who arranged this sellout
deal are billing the wage increases as eight percent
over the two-year period of the agreement. But
because each yearly increment of the wage increase
is to be delayed three months, the real annual
Increase comes to between two and a half and three
percent. This (s haif the amount of Carter’s five and
a half percent annual wage guideline. With prices
going up at a 10 percent fate, city workers would
find their buying power shrinking faster than sver
before under this agreement. )

The contract proposal also eliminates the cost-of-
living clause. In place of the old formula, workers
will be paid a fiat bonus of 3750 per year. When the
past contract expired, the old formula meant that
city workers were getting $882 per year in
cost-of-living adjustments.

Pregnant woman killed by INS

Since the middle of May, the Texas Farm Workers
{TFW) union has led hundreds of people in marches.
The demonstrations have been organized to protest
the vicious repression on the part of the Immigration
and Naturalization Service (INS}. Protests have been
heid in the Texan towns of Laredo, Progresso and
Brownsville, and in the Mexican town of Nuevo

The campaign was sparked by the death of Maria
Contreras on May 16. Contreras, a mother of 11
children and eight months pregnant, died while
being questioned by agents of the U.S, Border
Patrol. Her unborn child died as well.

When Contreras, a U.S. citizen, was returning
from Mexico she was held for questioning because a
young woman riding in her.¢ar hagd no papers.
Although she was extremely ill at the time, the
border men did not stop their interrogation. Even
when Contreras began vomiting they did not stop.
They also refused to cali an ambulance. Befors they
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were done with her, she died of a heart attack.
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backs bosses
Although postal workers
are denied the right to strike

+by law, management is pub-..

Ticly boasting for the first
time that they are willing to
take a strike. Behind this is
. Jimmy Carter's demand that
postal wage. increases be
kept below 5.5 percent. Car-
ter and his “inflation fight-
ers,” Robert Strauss and
Barry Bosworth, are openly
encouraging management to
take a hard line in the nego-
tiations.

If management wins its
‘demands, many .younger
postal workers wili  find
themselves unable to garn.a
living. Subs, temps, and
Vietnam vetérans have prac-
tically no rights as far as
management is concerned
They do ndt have fixec
schedules or assign™
And they have no proiscton
against furloughs Further

national wildcat strike, 1970

provision for union control
of work rules. To protect all
postal Workers, subs, temps

. and veterans must be made

futl-time regular workers.

Hacks
plan sellout
However, the union bu-

reaucrats will not wage a
serious fight for this type of
program. The Postal Labor
Negotiating Committee, the
official inter-unicna bargain-
ing tearn. has a‘mady ag;eed

5 : ‘guards in post offices
PO worksrs' cheer start- of

- crats toorder the»r meribers

mail trucks, and pressuring
non-striking umcn bureau-

to crosszunion picket linés.

Despite -these enormous
obstacles, postal workers
can organize a rejection of
the coming contract sellout
and build a national strike.
Militants can begin by cir-
culating leafiets explaining
the main issues of the con-
tract. This patienf educa-
tional work shourd be ¢om-
bined with organizing .for
demonstrationsidnd job ac-
tions. Through;ihese activi-
ties, rahk-and-f commit-
tess can be bullt. As ‘was
demonsirated-By the recent
miners’ strike. militant rank-

It was the dock workers
themaelves  who took  the
lead in driving out the racke-
teers. In 1951 they began a
wildoat sirike which was
olt against the
hip. Their mili-

oversee lhe
as the recent in
mo strate, thu

Last Oc-
unlon President Tho-
as W. Gleason was forced
all a strike which shut
container shipping on
d Gulf Coast ports
5. Gleason did his
sabotage the strike
ng it to container
od cargo only. But in New
ns and Baltimore, dock
s defied the union
arship and completely
:shut down the ports. The
timore, New Orleans, and
Mobne locals later voted to
reject Gleason's settlement,
and the Baltimore local fol-
lowed their rejection with a
wildcat strike.
There's no reason {0 be-
lieve that the latest govern-

ment attack on the union wili
and  corruption Yy more
than  previous government
“reform” efforts. But it wili
allow the ruling class to
crease its control aver union
militants.  The Watertront
Commission in New York
already has the powsr o
license  fongshore  waorkers
and maintain the list of ehqg
ble workers. This gtves the
capitalists the power 1o et
fectively blacklist union mi
tants  who  lead  wildcat
strikes and other actions to
detend union jobs and work
ing conditions As long as
the government interferes in
union affairs, dock workers
face the IHreat of cournt

appointed  officials 1o run
aurinn affairs, and  govern
ment  arbitiated  contracts

which the courts wili defend
against strikes and slow
downs

Kick out hacks

and gangsters

in 1951 dock workers
proved they could fight on

their own to reform thes———=
\

union. Now dock workers
must teil the courts to stay
out of union aftairs whiie
they organize (nside the ILA
to drive out the bureaucrats
and the racketeers.”

NYC Rigs Exam to
Keep Women OQut

For the first time in the
history of New York City,
women were aliowed fo take
the tests to become fire-
fighters. A numbef ‘of Wwo-
men passed the written test,
but the city rigged the physi-
cal exams so that not one
woman was able to pass.

“In my 20 years' experi-
ence this-was the most ar-
duous test we've ever given,”
said Alfred Heil, the assist-
ant personnel director in
charge of the test. He-said it
was “substantially different”
from the last examns given in
1971 B

Previous_tests already in-
cluded climbing high walls
‘unning obstacie courses,
lifting weights and doing
situps  with a 40-pound

‘welght held behind the neck.

But the city wasn’t sure
this would be end
keep wiomen out. The
wan!
They'd n

‘the chajgce, We're s

on locker rooms for them
and showers and all thal.
What's more. any firefighter
becomes eligible to take
written “tests for promction
to leutenant and so on up
the ladder” Since nobody
couid invent a written test
that only men could pass.
women couid wind up in
command positions. So the
city hired an outside firm to
come up with a new physi-
cal—aone that most women
couldn't pass.

Firefighting has aiways
been considered a “man's
job.” It's hard and dangerous
work, and only the strongest
can do it. There are. some
women who c¢an do it if they
get the chanee; bui under
capitalismi women_ dor

E
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reject the idea that the
: powers have the right to

stockpile and use weapons
which can blow up the earth
16 to 25 times. We see this
madness as a built-in feature
of the capitalist system in
the epoch of decay. Why do
the big powers need nuclear
weapons" To compete with
each other tor world plunder,
nd to blackmail other na-
ons into accepting impe-
rialist domination,

ere be real world
dls rmament

remain

the cmes and |mprove social

thal imperialist bloc They
are all integrated into the
world system  of plunder
And 1, they are some

of th st consumers of
tRe imperialists’ $380 billion-
a-year convenlional-weapons
industry. These lackeys can-
not and will not do more
than issue pious statements.
The RSL welcomes the
rise of a movement against
nuclear arms, but we point
out that appeals to the im-
perialists or the UN are a
dead end. The only force that
can end the arms race is the
international working class.
It can only do so if' it
smashes capitalism and im-
perialism worldwide.
Captialist disarmament
conferences will not prevent
n the contrary, they
ways been used as a
r:for war preparations.

This tim
rialists’
clear trig
nancy anc
Trotsky's wammg “Socla!o
ism or barbarism.” That is
the choice humanity faces in
the imperialist epoch

There wili definitely be
war. Imperialism means war.
because it means piunder.
The only question is, will it
be their war to enslave the
worid and perhaps annihilate
it? Or will it be our war—the
war of all the toilers and
oppressed of the earth—tc
free it from the imperial-
ists’ carnage and brutatity.
and from the threat of the
ultimate holocaust? The RSL
calls on all revolutionaries
and militant fighters for dis-
armament to join with us, to
organize for our war: the
world socialist revolution. O

olish property taxes
~residential property
at less than $50,000.
ax the banks, corpaora-
nd agribusiness to

; to rebuild

solution

z
the banks and corporations.
The holders of most state
and municipal bonds are
wealthy individuals and in-

, terests. They've been paid

back many times over.

A program such as this
can unite the Working and
oppressed masses, who are
getting crushed under the
capitalists” heel. It is a
program that points to a real
to ~capitalist

;

: mtenszfy the struggle over.
ho. -is "going. to " get the
crumbs from the capitalists’

NATWNAI. OFFICE 7o Box 562

New York NY 10036

CHICAGO ‘PO Box 8062

table.” Jn this situation, ev-

“PAGETE7 TORCH/IUNE 15-JULY 14, 1978




‘he impe-
. the nu-
lew poig-
' to Leon
“Social-
> That is
y faces in
ch.
tely . .be
2ans war,
plunder..
is; will it
slave the
innihilate
war—the
lers and
zarth—to
imperial-
brutality,
t of the
The RSL
tIOnarIas

rations.
t state
ds are
and in-
n paid
er.

as this
ng and
vho are
ler the
- is a
o a real
itatist

\ 4

85 88336

Unite Against Gay Oppression!

(Continued from page 3)
stake in gay rights or in
fighting gay oppression.
When it was useful to their
careers to pose as defenders
of the oppressed, they were
willing to vote for watered-
down gay rights bills. But
now that the right wing is
actively mobilizing .and
building a base, the liberals
don't want to get nearissues
like gay rights with a ten-
foot pole. Relying on these
liberals to ‘“defend” gay
rights is_‘like turning our
backs -and asking for the
knife to be driven in.

Where do we go
from here?

A successful fight against

th

flghtlng demonstrated,

CNLF has no mass base in.
Zaire. If it had, the impe-
rialists' would not have driv-
en them ‘back: with- a few
thousand outside troops.
And ‘no evidence has
emerged that the CNLF has
even attempted to arm the
masses, organize popular
militias or take any other
steps to start a war of na-
tional liberation. In no sense

national
ment.

In line with the changlng
bafance of .-forces in Africa,
the CNLF has decided to
work for Russian imperial-
ism. The Russians are~pfo-
viding the CNLF with arms
and military bases in An-
gola. if the CNLF can grab
all or some of Zaire, the
Russians will back Mbumba
as their own version of Mo-
butu. The Russians would
then have a valuable addition
to their existing footholds in
Africa; and the U.S. position
throughout the continent
would be-severely shaken.

At root, the fighting in
Shaba is an inter-imperialist
conflict between the pawns
of Western and  Russian im-

attack by cops and right-
wing goons.

We must organize militant
demonstrations of gay peo-
ple and other supporters of
gay rights“for this purpose.
Mass leafleting must be
carried oul. at
baths,.in communities and
workplaces. Rallies must be
organized on streetcorners.
Tens of thousands of gays
must be organized for battle.
There are also tens of thou-
sands of straights who
would join such demonstra-
tions. Wherever a gay rights
law is under attack, wherever
an anti-gay law is proposed,
there must be a mass mobili-
zation to defeat the right
wing.

These demonstrations
must not be turned into a
platform tor the drivel of
liberal politicians, And they
must -not play the liberal
game of respectability. We
must defend every victim of
anti-gay atlacks—transves-

leeway in sending economlc
and military aid-to African re<
gimes. He is also reviving
coid-war rhetoric about
“communist aggression.”
For U.S. revolutionaries
“U.S.-Out of Africa” remains
the key slogan. The imme-
diate danger is that Carter
will use the Russian/Cuban
presence in Africa as a pre-
text to step up militaty sup-
port to white South Africa
and the Smith ‘regime in
Zimbabwe. This could be fol-
lowed up by deploying West-
ern troops against the na-
tional liberation movements.
At the same time, the
growing power of Russian
impegialism in Africa cannot
be ignored. The Russians
seek to replace the U.S. as
the dominant explciter of
Africa While they support
certain of the nationa! libera-
tion movements against the
U.S.. this is out of temporary
convenience. Once these
movements outlive their use-
fulness to Russian imperial-

the bars,
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To wage a strong fight-
back, gay people must reach
out to our natural allies—
other working-class and op-
pressed people. We have to
show that our interests are
all the same.

For example, the struggle
to defend the gay rights
ordinances, the fight to over-
turn the Bakke decision, and
the struggle for free and
legal abortion are really the
same basic struggle. Dem-
onstrations called around
these three issues could
begin to unite people around
our common interests.

Similarly, it is not only
gays who need defense
squads. Blacks, Latins and
gays all need defense orga-
nizations to fight against the
attacks by the Klan and the
Nazis. Women need defense
squads to protect abortion
clinics from right-wing big-
ots. We must work to unite
the struggles of all working
and oppressed people.

<

Unions also

‘under.attack

The.most important place
flght for a united strug-
Is In the trade unions.

They embrace mil-
people on a nation-
n international—

,reJust as quick to

are ,using each other's activ-
Ity Africa to justify in-
reasing their own involve-
ment. 1t this trend contin-
ués; the national liberation
and  revolutionary move-

~ments in Africa could find
' themselves ground to bits in

the midst of a broader inter-
imperialist conflict. In par-
ticular, the guerrilla move-
ments in southern Africa
could be faced with a deadly
choice: either risk destruc-
tion by vastly superior forces
or submit to the control of
one imperialist power or the
other—the. most likely al-
ternative- being the Rus-
sians. In Zaire, the potential
for mass struggle is already
being strangled in exactly
this way.(Od
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scale. They are under attack
by the same right-wing for-
ces that are attacking gays,
Blacks, Latins and women
And they contain millions of
people from these oppressed
groups.

If the unions were to
mobilize their forces for a
serious struggle to defend
the rights and living stand-
ards of all workers and op-
pressed people, a powerful
fight against the right-wing
capltalist attack could be
launched.

For example, in New York

Intro 384, the gay rights bill,
is stalled in the City Coun-
cll. Gay leaders are trying to
bend the ears of council-
members to beg them to
pass it. Instead, this fight
should be taken into New
York City’s major unions.

These unions have tens of
thousands of gay members:.
Some of these unions are
committed on paper to gay
rights. A struggle must be
waged to have these unions
seriously back Intro 384. Mil-
itants can fight for union
funds for education cam-
paigns in favor of the bill and
for official union rallies to
demand its passage. While
these efforts would be smali
at first, they would eventual-
ly build up a powerful force
for gay rights. This is just
one example of how a mili-
tant defense of gay rights
could be organized and
fought for in the trade un-
ions.

Along with organizing
around specific struggles,
we must do patient organiz-.
ing among rank-and-fite
workers, explaining why the
struggle for gay rights is in
their interest of all workers.

We must explain why the at-
tack on their gay fellow
workers s one part of the
attack on the entire working
class.

* wk

To carry out this work we
must fight to build a revolu-
tionary party. Capitalism is
facing a deepening crisis. As
their system heads for col-
lapse, the capitalists and
their right-wing allies are
stepping up the attacks on
workers and oppressed peo-
ple. In response, workers
and oppressed people are
starting to fight back in any
way they can.

Build revolutionary
party

Right now, these strug-
gles are spontaneous, unor-
ganized and isolated from
each other. If they are to win
they must be organized and
united. This requifes a uni-
fied leadership—a disci-
plined revolutionary organi-
zation based in the working
class and especially its most
oppressed sections. It will
take a revolutionary party—
a Leninist party—to be able
to unite the separate strug-
gles and lead the workers
and oppressed people to a
successful overthrow of cap-
italism. The Revolutionary
Socialist League is an orga-
nization of people working to
build such a party. Gays who
are willing tb\éeéi-c;;ya thelr
lives to the fight for gay
liberation and the liberation
of all working and oppressed
people should join with
us.[J
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