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aind the world’s largest oil
efinery at Abadan. This
vould be a severe blow to
he beleaguered Khomeini
egime, and might topple it
ltogether. As part of the op-
wessed Arab community,
he oil wﬁgﬁ&‘erscan*put them-
ielves at the head of all the
ppressed nationalities
ighting for their rights; and
is the most strategic section
f the Iranian working class,
hey can spearhead the
itruggle of all the workers
\gainst the regime.
While Khomeini has come
inder attack from the work-

rs and the oppressed na-

ionalities, he is also in-
reasingly antagonizing the
niddle classes, the Western-
red bourgeoisie, and the
:ft. The middle classes and
¢ bourgeoisie are
ry because Khomeini is

rying to build up his own

olitical power at the ex-
ense of theirs. For exam-
le, he has reneged on his
romise of a popularly
lected Constituent Assem-
ly. Instead, the assembly
fill be made up of 40 hand-
icked Khomeini loyalists.
le is also trying to ram
wough a secretly drafted
onstitution that provides
im with strong powers. ’
These maneuvers are pro-
oking a hostile response
om key leaders of the
anian bourgeoisie. The

une 11 New York Times
flect this— rtevolutionary
irit. After the FSEN with-
ew from Masaya, Riding
as passing through the
ty- “Hey, gringo!” a young
bel carrying a .38 called
it to him, “We haven’t been
saten yet!” A woman shout-
i to another who was
aving a white flag: “Put
way that handkerchief! We
aven’t been beaten. We
ver will!”

While the FSLN has the
ipport of the people, the
ational Guard has the

sharpest of these responses
has come from Hedayat Ma-
tin-daftari, leader of the Na-
tional Democratic Front
(NDF). a left-liberal opposi-
tion group. According to the

Monitor, the NDF sent a
letter to Khomeini lashing
- out at him for “*sponsoring
an oppressive dictatorship,
crushing dissent, suppres-
sing rival ideologies, and
forcing people to obey his

of the Iranian oil company, a
lawyer, Hassan Nazih, at-
tacked Khomeini in a talk
before the Iranian Bar Asso-
ciation. Afterwards, the sev-
en members of the oil com-
- Pany’s board resigned in a
'show of support for Nazih.
Since then, two provincial
governors have also re-

signed. Prime Minister

Mehdi Bazargan has also

entered the arepa, saying
~ that lran has become a

willing to fight to the death
for freedom. While it is true

have a hard time getting
more ammunition, the Na-
tional Guard is suffering
heavy casualties. It’s being
told noet to go out and
engage the Sandinistas. And
when it does go out, it can't
seem to find them. Yet the
Sandinistas appear to be
everywhere, striking at will,
controlling major cities and
-~ rural arterles, joined by addi-
_tional thousands of workers
‘and youth. Meanwhile, So-

June 4 Christian Science

word." In addition, the chief .

that the Sandinistas may

the Sandinistas from coming

" SUBSCRIBE T0:

U.S. Embassy and, chanting
“Death to the Communistsi”
they jumped the demonstra-
tors.

On May 30 and 31, Kho-
meini’s forces in Ahwaz ar-
rested nine members of the

_ Socialist Workers Party
(SWP), an affiliate of the
U.S. SWP. As of this writing,
they are still being held. And
on June 1, 100 armed goons
prevented SWP leader Babak
Zahraie from addressing
7,000 people at Tabriz Uni-
versity.

At the May 25 anti-Fe-
dayee demonstration, one
goon, quoted in the New
York Times, said: “We
should kill them all, that's

calling for his removal.
But on the other hand, the
U.S. imperialists are quietly
giving Somoza aid (a $66
million IMF loan, 10 planes
sold to Somoza's son, war
supplies, etc.) because they -
have no other way to prevent
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‘ Viqtdry to

seen, Khomeini’s own power
s not secure.

The Khomeini regime is in
trouble. Yet there appears to
be no other organized force
which. is ready and able to

_take over. The workers can

use this time to build their
organizations and go on the
offensive. They can
strengthen their workers’
councils and trade unions,
to defend themselves from
Khomeini’s attacks, and
from the economic crisis
that is sweeping Iran.

They can fight for a real,
elected- Constituent Assem-
bly, where all the opponents
of Khomeini—the workers,
the oppressed nationalities,

the Sandinistas

In spite of our political dif-
ferences with the Sandin-
istas, we support the victory
of the ESLN. Such a victory

“would be a major defeat for

U.S. imperialism. 1t would -
help shake U:S. control, not

_only In Central America, but

throughout Latin America
and the Caribbean. With the
U.S. on the defensive and
one of its major puppets de-
stroyed, the workers and
peasants on two continents
would be In a much better
position to wage the class
struggle and fight for their
needs. -

We also welcome the San- -
dinistas’ shift in tactics, as
shown by their greater em-

‘phasis on mobilizing the

workers and peasants. How-
ever, the Sandinistas are not

_mobilizing the WNicaraguan

masses to enable them to
seize power for themselves.
Instead, they are using them
as a batlering ram to put a
new capitalist government in

~ power. The workers have to

use this insurrection—and

~the openings provided by an

eventualvictory over Somoza

- —to build their own orga-
nizations and to fight for a

workers' government. (2

Vietrulers drive out ethnic Chinese

The Vietnamese rulers are trying to drive all ethnic Chinese
people out of Vietnam. And they are forcing these people to
pay hundreds of millions of dollars for the privilege. Some
500,000 Chinese have been expelled in the last 12 months.
And somewhere between 800,000 and 1.2 million are stilj
awaiting deportation.

To get the Chinese to leave, the Vietnamese government is
using every form of harassment at its disposal: loss of jobs.
closure of schools, curfews, intimidation by police, cutting
off food rations. No one is being spared: Vietnamese married
to Chinese, people who have a remote Chinese ancestor, even
loyal members of the Vietnamese Communist Party whose
only “crime is to have a Chinese relation are being kicked out
of the country. More than $3,000 in gold is being exacted from
each adult as the price of leaving. In one month, says the New
York Times, the amount collected was “more than half of
Vietnam’s total estimated exports for all of 1978, $416
million.” This traffic in human cargo has become Vietnam's
leading export and foreign exchange earner—edging out coal
The Vietnamese government is expected to earn more tha
billion from this “trade.”

Since the war with China, the flow of refugees has
inereased dramatically, with as many as 3,000 people a day
leaving in overcrowded boats. With the increased flow, the
death rate has climbed from 50 percent to 70 percent, because
fewer seaworthy boats are available. ,

Apartheid chiefresignsin disgrace

On June 4 John Vorster, president of South Africa. resigned
in disgrace. A government commission had accused him of
covering up illegal government projects. These projects were

~ designed to prop up the racist apartheid system both in South
Africa and around the world. This was the latest incident in a

_ Watergate-type scandal that is shaking the racist South
African government. The secret projects included financing a
South African newspaper, the Citadel, and turning it into a
pro-government propaganda rag. They also involved giving
over $11 million to a publisher in the U.S.. John P. McGoff, to
drum up support for apartheid. :

“South Africa’s present prime minister, Pieter Botha, is now
taking steps to prevent further disclosures about schemes to
support apartheid. His supporters in parliament are proposing
new laws which would make it illegal for newspapers to report
on government corruption or secret police activities without
prior permission from government officials!

Although Vorster's career has ended in disgrace, he is
getting off all too lightly. Throughout his career Vorster was a
hardline supporter of white racist rule in South Africa. in the
1940s he was jailed for his pro-Nazi activities. As Minister of
Justice, Police and Prisons in the early 1960s, he introduced
repressive policies like detention without trial for opponents
of the regime. And as prime minister from 1966 to 1978. he
ordered the invasion of Angola in 1975 and the slaughter of
thousands of Black militants during the 1976 Soweto
rebellion. < s

_ Inbrief...

Workers in the Caribbean nation of Dominica have
organized a general strike against the government of Prime
Minister Patrick John. The strike, which began May 29, has
shut down shops, schools and docks throughout the island.

The rebellion began after troops fired on thousands of
workers, who were demonstrating against a government
proposal for new laws directed against the trade unions and
the press. The troops killed one man and injured nine others.
In addition, a six-month-otd baby was suffocated by tear gas.

. Five of the main trade unions in Dominica, representing
18,000 workers, have sworn to continue the strike until John
resigns. As we go to press, the strike is still going on.

s aea.
On June 5. Basque workers walked off their jobs in a

general strike against the Spanish government. At feast six
people were injured in clashes with police in the towns of
Pamplona and San Sebastian. The strike shut down ali of the
areas of Euzkadi (the Basque country} controiled by Spain,
The workers were responding to the killing of & 24-year-old
Venezuelan woman in Tudela on June 3 by a member of the
Spanish Civif Guard. The woman was sho! during a march by
over 2,000 people against the buildingofa U S -supplied
nuclear power plant in the Basque town of Bilbao The protest
had been part of a worldwide day of actions against nuclear
power plarts. > = -

On June 12, Comrade David M. Sibeko, Director of
Foreign Affairs and member of the Presidential Council of the
Pan-Africanist Congress of Azania, was killed in Tanzania.
Comrade Sibeko was shot in the head by unknown assailants.

i . ~ —PB&TC
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vas ignited

the crowd
for a while.

row in front
One group
their win-
=d through,

papers. All

f moments.

rless to do

vere-bu

ft downtown to

ﬁnd out what was-hap| ening on Castro
1 walked thmugh the area |

f four patro; cars
dically, prompt
uddenly four cars

nd and a third
disgorged

i

all, we turned our attention to':rthe cops.”’

n there Wel'e

equipped cops. Si
the strest. They

hundred cops
_ostensibly had ¢
But what they. eally wanied was

tol §

tatement by
Carson, who
 the July 7-8
tion for the
hington for

Palmer was

Carson an

gates' to the
upporters of
ist League.
quid fike to
on some of
ing the gay

eration. We
people can

s, but recog- -

t of what we
_sisters and
vho are not
aws but are
I not be free
jasa closet,

u sleep with,

you do with
car family is
/ing arrange-
ople are free
| there are no
ou are is not
th or power
his requires
ciety upside
e values, the
janize today
lemands, we

ultimate goal -

ant, fighting
ng to give us
for it. Stone-
lion in which
| 1o fight back

agamst pohce harassment. Last montf
in San Francisco, there was anothe|
the spirit of Stonews!!
Some of these people may {ae
criminal cha:ges If they do. we thinl

rebellion |

the Houston Conference should adoj
2 resolution defending them. We d
not share the concern of those peop!

- -

who feel that gay peo
image” by destroying
have been given a "D
_time ago by the Tt
this society. We.w
_pleading to these
we are really ve
spectab!e and. ‘l
oppressing us.
with reaching ©

3) We stand for building uul(y’gby
fighting for the special demands of the
most oppressed gay people, those of

Us who suffer oppression not only as

gay people but also as women, as
Slack people 6r national minorities, as
youth, and as working-class people.
Ve feel it was a mistake for the Grand
2pids  Conference *to recommend
opping demands for lesbian mothers
.5“5 gay fathers to have custody rig
for youth to have full sexual rights.
support the rights of transves

ora

e to close the bars.
. and furniture.

provocation the cops charged a popu-
lar bar. They blocked the back exit and

went [n the front breaking windows
As they clubbed the men
Iinside, they yelled “Get out you
goddamn gueers” and “Motherfucking
faggots, siok cocksuckers.” Having

or the demands
ls 'one’ way of

opportunity to c!anfy our position on
the age—of-conseni laws, since this has
been a hotly. debated issue. Our view is
that youth have a right to determme
and develop their own sexuality. This
means two thmgs, it means that youth
should be protected against forced or
coerced sex—just as'all people should
be. We are in favor of rape laws, even
though they offer very limited protec-

~“tion. On the other hand, we are for the

right of youth who want to have any
kind of sexual activity to do so. There
is widespread prejudice against youth

‘ having any expression of sexuality—

we want to break that down. We feel
that some of ‘the opposition to the
demand to revise the age-of-consent

jaws comes from a fear that the move-,

ment will get a “bad name” and be
labelled as “child molesters.” We are
not afraid of the slanders that will be
thrown at us; we are more concerned
with standing ‘up for the rights of
youth, and of all oppressed people.
5) We want to build unity with the
working class.and all oppressed peo-
ple. We think this ‘is the only way to
succeed in turning the society upside
dovm anc achieving liberation:
truggles against
movementagainst the
e Court deci-

~ abortion on demand,
_against rape, and all struggles against

We -

Thousands March
in Chicago Against
Police Raids on Bars

CHICAGO—The light verdict against
Dan White, murderer of gay supervisor
Harvey Milk, in San Francisco, was not
an isolated attack on the gay commun-
ity. Nor was the increased harassment
of gays by the SF cops before the
verdict was announced. All over the
country the ruling class is trying to
turn back the clock, to take away the
limited gains that were won by the gay
movement in the 1960s and early '70s.

This spring, Chicago has experi-
enced police attacks on lesbians and
gay men on a scale comparable to the
days before the 1969 Stonewall Rebel--
lion. In May, 12 gay bars were raided—
with one bar being raided nine times.
These raids are not the routine shake-
downs for: higher payoffs from bar
owners.

Cops have stepped up their general
abuse of lesbians and gay men on the
streets, Including entrapment,arrests

~ and beatings. Every section of the gay

community—Black, Latin and white,

~ men and women, hustlers, female im-

personators, young people and others

~—has been affected.

The raids peaked over the weekend

_ of May 18-20. At one bar, Carol's
. Speakeasy, cops forced 560 people

to the street. The cops threatened
d attacked the gays—both verbally
physically. One man was in inten-
slve care for two days after being
eaten up by the cops.

y the end of the weekend, the gay
community was seething. On Monday,
21, the Gay and Lesbian Coali-
, an organization dominated by

against sexlsm. the struggle for free
the  struggle

the position society puts women in.
We should support the anti-nuclear
movement. And we should support the
struggles of the working class; for jobs
for-all, and for a decent standard of

- living and: a decent life for all people.

6) Finally, we state openly that we

are revolutionary socialists. We are’

eager to work together with people of
other political views. Qur position is
that liberation will only come through
socialist revolution: When the working
class and all oppressed people unite to
take power out of the hands of the
capitalist ruling class and set up a
totally new society, a collective society
based on human needs rather than the

. profits of a few. Only then will it be

possible to eliminate all the prejudice,
‘all the attitudes, and all the institu-
tions which oppress us. (By the way,
we are not talking about any of the
countries in the world today like
Russia or China which call themselves
“communist” or “socialist” but are
actually run by a small ruling class
which exploits and oppresses  the
majority of the population, mciuding
gay people. We are-for-a-revolution in
these countries too.) We do not ask
the march as a whole to endorse all of
these views, but we do want people to
know where we are coming from. Other
peopie can be just as open about their
political views ahd this should not stop
ts from working together to build a
successful march, as one, step in the
struggle for liberation.

Sincerely,’ .

Deborah Palmer. and .
- Paul Carson

politically conservative gay activists,

called a meeting to discuss the raids.
In spite of having only one day's
notice, 500 people showed up.

That meeting voted almost unani-
mously for a march on June 5. From
then on, though, a deep split surfaced.
On one side were the conservatives in
the gay movement, including the bar
owners, who worked to keep the march
“respectable” and politically accept-
able to Mayor Jane Byrne. On the other
side were many angry lesbians and gay
men who wanted a large, militant

. march.

The conservatives proposed the slo-
gan: “One Chicago for us, too” (a take-
off on Mayor Byrne's recent campaign
slogan of “One Chicago”). This slogan
doesn’t even mention gays or the bar
raids! Their leaflet to build the march
had no text and they successfully ruled
out posters. A motion was barely de-
feated that would have barred other
groups from putting out march leaf-
lets.

The Chicago Organizing Committee
of the National March on Washington
for Lesbian and Gay Rights (COC)
adopted an RSL proposal to build a

June 5

Contingent at
Chicago demonstration.

Stonewall

Stonewall Contingent to the June 5
demonstration and to put out its own
leaflet. “Stop the Raids! We've Had
Enough!” said the leaflet. “lf you
don't believe in begging, but in de-
manding your rights, and if you want
to show your rnilitancy and anger, then
join the Stonewall Contingent.” Thou-
sands of these leaflets were distri-
buted, helping to bring many peopie to
the march.

The night of June 5, over 2,000
people marched through downtown
Chicago, chanting “Freedom Now!"
Near the front marched the Stonewali
Contingent. The contingent grew to
over 100; attracting people with chants
of “What's the Fight? Gay Rights!
What's the Solution? Revolution!™

At the rally, the militancy of the
crowd was so great that an alderman .
tried to pacify it with promises of a
new gay rights bili. But as an RSL leaf-
let to the demonstration pointed out,
militancy and seif-defense are key to |
stopping the attacks: “To beat back the

..growing right-wing attacks on lesbians

and gay men, we have to build a
militant fighting movement that will
carry on the spirit of San Francisco. In
particular, we have to UNITE FOR
SELF-DEFENSE. Why did the Stone-
wall Rebellion in two nights get more
done to get the cops out of the bars
than dozens of delegations to the chisf
of police ever could? BECAUSE WE.

" FOUGHT BACK! The message is pretty

ciear: the nicer we are, the more we get
hurt. To defend ourseives we have to

- be organized, united, and prepared to

defend ourselves the only way our
enemies understand.”
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rape and sexual abuse, including laws
_against abuse of children who are in
_ No position to consent.

However, we don’t consider laws a
solution. The entire social system—
capitalism—is based on dog-eat-dog

 competition and exploitation. Capital-
ism trains some people to think they
.are better than others—straights to
think they’re better than gays, men
Dbetter than women, whites better than
_Blacks, adults better than young
E VEqule,/ptc, And it trains people to
i get ahead” by trampling on others,
o exp;qitigg them, denying their rights
$nhd abusing their minds and bodies.

. ;hings will only end when capitalism
is @strpyed and replaced with a
~ society based on cooperation, not

n by workers and all op-
pressed people, a society in which all

pgcp)e will be free. O

. on was
the infamous Alcatraz island prison.)

1879, certain interested individuals on the
rere. angered by the experiences and
t I have been subjected to, formed the
se Russell Smith (6261 Clemens—2W, St
). This is all well and good fo
ave to their discretion and

vertheless, my concerns are for the rape
1, both Gay and “straig
still be tens of thousands of o wh
o of sexual molestation, permanent d
rmanent emotional trauma, all because no
e what happens to them. Whatever | can
freed, | will do; will | be working alone? |
know that when | filed Smith v. Carlson,
(E.D. Ill. —pending) contesting the ban on
federal prisons (on the grounds that Gay
- and murder in prison), no one came forth
munity to lend support; W tt
ny trial on March 7-1

) 1 March 7-13, 1978, and was
tion of Title 18 USC 113(a) (Assault with
it Murder), and was faced with the
y people cannot be subjected to “homo-
fficial term) by heterosexuals, there was
t the stupidity of the terminology, no

e error of the allegation.
it | do not blame the entire Gay
ne the middle-class, “respectable” Gays
heterosexually-oriented American capi-
divide and conquer—those who have
2mselves in the forefront with the pre- .
o{ship. | blame those who lead the Gay
eir own profit and fame by picking a
 preach about and say to hell with the
ung people, and the imprisoned people.
cerns shall be for the poor, the young,
?d peoples'o‘f' all sexual preferences,
ions, and nationalities. | exclude from
only those middle-class, “respectable”
ave already shown where their heads are

Los Ange!és

July 1, Santa Monica
and La Cienega
For more information

call (213) 661-5135

Nvew' York

June 24, RSL
contingent assemble
11:30, Sheridan Sq.
For more information
call (212) 869-9239

try. It steals the rich oil from
nd Venezue and

h

The following speech was
given by Elaine Scott at the

June 9 rally called by the Los.

Angeles RSL to support
Nicaraguan revolutionaries
being held by the U.S. immi-
gration service. See Break
the ‘Chains on page 6 for
details on the defense.

The biggest enemy of the

' vast majority of working and

poor people throughout the
world is U.S. imperialism.
Not one continent and al-
most no country is free from
this monster. It steals urani-
um from mines on American
Indian reservations and for-

_ces the Indians to work in

these mines for low wages.

The radiation will kill all the
_miners within 10 to 20 years.
It has bombed Vietnamese
_peasants for 10 years trying

to gain control of that coun-

t for Workers' Revolution!

the Nicaraguan resources,
U.S. imperialism gets even
richer.

U.S. imperialism is the
U.S. capitalist class. Those
who own the large banks and
corporations in this country,
and the government that
protects them no matter
where they go to steal from
the workers and poor.

How. does this monster,
U.S. imperialism, get away
with oppressing so many of
us? The capitalists are ac-
tually few in number, but are
able to buy off some of us to
help them stay in power.
They use the wealth we
create to confuse us about
what is really going on
through the press, radio and
the education system. If this
does not work, they buy an
army to point their guns at
our heads., They buy off
leaders to deceive us or
maneliver to put in power
those leaders who agree with
them. -
And one of their biggest
weapons of all is the church
that tells us to accept this

can we ever hope to one day
overthrow them? Do we have
any weapons on our side?

Yes, we do have weapons,
and, in fact, our weapons are
mugh “more powerful than
theirs, if'we can learn how to
use them—how to organize
our strength and strike the
necessary blows!

We are the

‘'vast majority

Our biggest weapons are
ournumbers and our relation-
ship to production. We are

.the vast majority.. We are the

workers who run the factor-
ies and farms.. Without our
work the capitalist class can
make no profits. We do not
need them to produce what
we need but they have

_nothing without us.

Today the capitalist sys-

tem is continuing to decay:

More and more workers and

_poor people are fighting

gainst U.S. imperialism.

_These struggles are very im-

portant for all working peo-
Je. Revolutionaries support
ruggles against U.S.
lism as well as
imperialism.
truggles must be
spread. Revolution-

aries fight side by side with
the workers in these strug-
gles and show them how to
fight for real liberation.
Not only must the impe-
rialists of all types be driven
out, but all the capitalists, in
all countries, must be driven

_out. Not only Somoza, butall

the capitalists in Nicaragua
must be overthrown. The
workers must seize the fac-
tories and run them them-
selves. Decisions must be
made by the workers them-
selves, to benefit the vast
majority.

The fight of the workers
and farm laborers has thrown
out or weakened U.S. im-
perialism in several coun-
tries. Dictators like the shah,
of Iran ‘have also been over-
thrown. However, none of
the recent struggles have led
to the workers seizing
power, so the workers re-
main oppressed and poor.
This is because no revolu-
tionary party has thus far
emerged in the development
of these struggles. This is
something urgently needed.

The revolutionary party is
made up of those workers
who understand how to fight
for the liberation. of all
workers and oppressed. It
must be very democratic. It
cannot be an elite group that
gives the orders but must be
based in the working class.

It must grow from the class ¢
and it must prove its ability
to lead the struggles of the
class. It cannot accept the
limits of the system, but
must fight all the way for the
needs of ail workers—espe-
cially those workers who
have the hardest time sur-
viving under this rotten sys-
tem.

The Revolutionary Social-
ist League is building the
revolutionary party in this
country. Being based in the
strongest imperialist country
in the world, we must prove
to the masses oppressed by
U.S. imperialism that we
stand with them and at every
step oppose and fight to
defeat U.S. imperialism.

We try to join with others
trying to build revolutionary
parties in their countries. We
have formal ties with the
Revolutionary Marxist
League of Jamaica. And we
constantly seek to develop
ties with those who, like our-
selves, are willing to become
professional revolutionaries
for the liberation of the
working class. An interna-
tional revolutionary party
must be built whose main
goal is workers’' revolution
worldwide.

For Workers' Revolution,
join us to build the Inter-
national Revolutionary
Party![!

On May 31,
ruled that the

Before the ruling, companies seeking
government contracts of five million dollars or

violation of the guidelines faced cancellation of -
present contracts and rejection of future deals
with the government. : -
This policy gave companies facing-union ;
contract negotiations an excuse to turn down wage
demands over the seven-percent guidelines. And-
they provided the government with a means to p};t
pressure on company negotiators who decided it
was cheaper to negotiate a settlement that‘vxolated
the guidelines than to face a strike over union
demands. . B
It remains to be seen how the courts’ m!{ng’ will
affect the rest of this year's contract negot»anpns‘
The contract strugglein the rubber industry will
provide an indication of what lies ahead. Over .
8,000 rubber workers have been on strike against
Uniroyal since May 9. Negotiators resumed.
contract talks on May 29. )
According to United Rubber Workers President
Peter Bommarito, the union had negvotta.ted a
settlement in April with Uniroyal which included
wage and pension gains totaling over 30 percent
for the next three years. While such a cqntragi
would not keep workers even with inflation, it
would have violated the government's wage
guidejines. Bommarito says that for this reason
goverhment officials pressured the company into
backing down on the agreement. the
Now Uniroyal can't claim it must respect n
guidelines or lose government contracts. An
Bommarito no longer has an excuse for not ;
- fighting for a settlement that meets the needs of

more had to certify that they were complyinga\a/jth .
- wage-price guidelines. Those who were found in

rubber workers. As Bommarito himself said: “The
only argumen;,Uniroyal had was the government’s
threat not to purchase tires. That argument Is dead
now..

_ Inco steelworkers win

Canadian steelworkers have won their strike
against Inco, the largest nickel company in the

~ world. The 12,000 workers of United Steelworkers
~ Local 6500 went on strike last September after the
_company offered them a wage increase of four
__cents an hour. On June 3, the workers approveda .

contract that includes wage gains of 81 cents an
hour (61 cents in the first year of the contract), an
unlimited cost-of-living escalator clause, and the
first 30-and-out pension plan in the country.

CETA jobs under attack

Over 2.000 New York City workers demonstrated
10 save their jobs in a protest rally on May 23. The
demonstration was organized by District 37'of the
American Federation of State, County and

funicipal Employees (AFSCME). It was called in
response to U.S. government plans to throw
hundreds of thousands of workers employed
through the Comprehensive Employment and
Training Act (CETA) into the streets on October 1.

Last year, Congress passed restrictions
forbidding anyone from holding a CETA job for
over.18 months. Between 200,000 and 300,000
workers around the country were scheduled go lose
their jobs on October 1 as aresuit of this poticy:
This included up to 14,000 workers in New York
City alone. These layoffs affect both young
workers getting job training through CETA and
longtime city workers who were laid off and then

rehired with CETA funds. .

On June 8, the Labor Department announced it o

would allow city governments to phasc? out thg
Jayoffs over a year's time. While this will provide

some temporary relief for CETA workers, itwon't .

save their jobs in the long run.

But CETA workers can use the added time to ally
with other city workers whoare fighting layoffs.
In New York, forinstance, hospital workers are

. resisting Mayor Ed Koch’s plan to eliminate over

10,000 jobs through hospital closings. Around
2,500 hospital workers held their own
demonstration on May 23 to protest against Koch's
attacks. . -

Anti-gay hiring policies banned

Gay workers have won a major legal victory in
their fight against discrimination in hiring and on
the job. On May 31, the California Supreme Court
ruled that public utilities cannot discriminate
against openly gay workers in employment

In 1975, four gay workers who had been fired or
refused jobs by the Pacific Telephone Company
filed a class-action job discrimination suit against -
the company. While a Pacific Telephone lawyer
claimed.the company “gidn’t and doesn’t
discriminaté against homosexuals,” a 1973
pany policy statement:admits that Pacific
lephone didn't “‘give favorable consideration™ to
manifest [open] homosexuals™ or other gay ’
workers who “may create conflicts with existing
es or the public we serve.” . .

A fower court dismissed the suit, saying that gay
peopie don't constitute a class entitled to job
protection under the state’s constitution. But the
Supreme Court ordered the case reopened
declaring that a gay person’s act of coming out
“must be recognized as a pofitical gctivity” and
cannot be used as grounds for firing or refusing to
hire a gay worker. California’s labor code forbids
companies from discriminating against workers on
the basis of their political activities.

Despite this victory, gay workers cannot count
on the courts alone to defend their rights. Ina
similar case, the Ninth District Court of*Appeals
ruled that gay:workers are not “a suspect class”
and therefore not entitled to protection from

employment discrimination under federal law. -
. —PB
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Visit Exposes State-Capltallst Rulers

Pope Preys on Polish People

By PAUL BENJAMIN

Pope John Paul I, head of
the Roman Catholic church,
completed his tour of Poland
on June 10. Huge, enthu-
siastic crowds, often of half
a million or more, greeted
him everywhere. Church offi-
cials estimate that at least
six million Poles, almost 20
percent of the country’s pop-
ulation, turned out to see the

POLAND, June 1979
In Poland, “the Pope appeared as a defender of Polish
. freedom and nationalindependence. He called on
_\ the governmentto ‘‘recognizethe cause of
fundamental human rights.’’ He insisted that
~ the church ““mustserve people in the temporal
dimensions of their life and existence’” —in

be no just Europe without

the independence of Poland -

marked on its map.”

But in Latin America the

Pope has allied himself with
military butchers like the
rulers of Chile and Argentina
in return for official govern-
ment support 1o the church.
So during his Latin American
trip he condemned priests
who have turned to a “the-
ology of liberation” and who
support rebellions against

REC
HI

{Continued from pa(
drop in 11 years. (
inefficient factoriesa
are already closing
The capitalists are
that the recession W
down prices and
making it more profi
them to increase pi
againand investin i
and equipment. How
economic forecaster
orices to continue to
brisk pace, particul

- which will have a dev

impact on the econ

other words, their life on earth—demanding a greater
role forthe church in public affairs.

. Pope.
The ‘‘socialist” rulers of
Poland did all they could to
sabotage the Pope’s trip.
They refused him permission
to visit the industrial region MEXICO, February 1979
of Sllesia, a center of work- "’
ing-class opposition to the.  The Pope told aconference of Latin American

Th d
e e b:shops tha’t the church “should not

t is not possible
right now whether i
ialists can find 2 new
keep their system fi
ing over the edge. |
thing is for sure. A

military rule.

The Pope told a confer-
ence of Latin American
bishops that “this idea of
Christ as a political figure,
as a revolutionary, as a sub-
versive man from Nazareth,
does not tally with the
church’s catechesis [teach-
ings].” He warned them that
the church “should not have
illusions in serving religion if
we take an exaggerated in-
terest in the broad field of
temporal problems.” And he
advised a crowd of 200,000
'in Mexico to be satisfied
with “the simple joys of
poverty.” In other words,
where brutal capitalist dicta-
torships allow the church to

- function freely, the Pope
telis the oppressed people
“turn the other cheek.” -

down the size of

5>
o
Oi‘o"“

down the factories and
docks, and took over the
cities, the church opposed
the mass rebellions against
the regime. It was Stefan
_ Gardinal Wyszynski, head of

the Catholic church in Po-
land, who convinced them to

A big trick

st League sees the events in
Poland In an altogether. dif-
ferent light. We don't belleve
Poland Is a soclalist. country.

form of capltaﬁsm—state
capitalism.

in Poland the capitallst
class is based on state-

 are oppressed they
tor some vision of a

_In Poland itself, where the
_ church is under the gun, the
Pope s demanding religious
: e and a greater role
church In public
. But despite govern-

rch supports the ruling
class against the workers in
Poland just as it does every-
where else in the world.

In 1970 and again In 1976,
when workers in Gdansk,

return to work. In other
words, when the government
could no longer control the

working class, the church

stepped In to maintain capi-

talist stability in Poland.

The church’s real role be-
comes: clear once we com-

pare the Pope's speeches in
Poland with those he gave
during his trip to Latin
:America in late January and

February. . In Poland, the .

Pope appeared as a defender
_ of Polish freedom and na-
tional independence. He
- called on the government to
“recognize the cause of fun-
damental human rights.” He
insisted that the church
“must serve peopls in the
temporal dimensions of their
life and existence”—in other
words, their life on earth—
demanding a greater role for
the church in public affairs.

. Perhaps the best response
to the Pope’s two-faced
stance came from Garcia
Laviena, a Spanish mission-
‘ary in Nicaragua who was
killed fighting against Gen-
eral Anastasio Somoza’s dic-
tatorship. Shortly before his
death he said:“I tried to save
the situation in a Christian
manner, in the pacifist sense
of social promotion, but |
realized all of this was a big
trick.”

“Big trick” is right!

Religion is one of the main
weapons the capitalist class
relies on to maintain its op-
pressive system. The role of
religion under capitalism is
to justify or excuse the
crimes capitalism commits
against the workers and
other oppressed people. it
tries to teach people not to

struggle, to accept the fate

Attica-South Africa
{Prisoners’ MesSag
September, 1977}

Chile: Never Again!

Chile: iQue Nunca )

owned industry. The factor- s = 2
s, minesandother areas of _ life, and more humane soclal G’dy’nial and Radom shut  And he declared: “Thers can (Continued on page 13}
the economy are the prop- relationships wherever they . ~ = . Programmeof the §
erty of the state, which is  can find them. In a country =
fotally controlied by the Where “soclalism” Is Identi-

Y pureau- . fied with a brutal political Sers
Communist Party bureau: po! Socialist League

crats. The workers have no
control over the government

state-capitalist government

under its control in Poland

regime, economic misery,
and splritual degradation, It

role in fighting for social
reforms. The Pope and the
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Derioeracy and - the ™ Tactic. of

BasncAnalysi of Sta Capnahsrn (Document of Struggle of
The ry Tendency of the Red Flag umon)

“ORDER PAMPHLETS AND DOCUMENTS FROM:
PO Box 582, NYC, NY 10036

NAME

ca‘pitalist system. We want

to build a new commumst

and love for each other, free
from the shackles of- caprtal—
ist wage slavery. ‘As Marx-
ists, we believe: that ‘a
peoplé - gain controi :
thelrlwes re!lglous

we are absolute!y ‘Oppos

to trying to suppress religion ¢

by force. And we strongly
defend the freedom f every
individual p in

tempts. to- wipe out ‘religio
by force; We support the

,struggles of peopfe in Po-
d

But we condemn the efforts
of the Pope and other reli-

““gious leaders to manipuiate

the religicus.feelings of op-
pressed people in an a atterpt
to shore.up the vile and .
de adent capitalist sys- _

writer's opinion, get to the
root of the attack by PL and
‘the conflict between the two
parties. What was missing
was a -systematic and his-
torically documented refuta-
tion of the slanders on
Trotsky, from which founda-
tion the argument shouid
have been .turned into a
counter-attack on PL's Sta-
linism, bringing out clearly
the.opposition between the
two political methods. This
would have completely un-
dermined PL's  attack and
laid a firm foundation for the
call for the united front.

Comradely,
R!cﬁqrd . Arethormn

_ ADDRESS




