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— MOBILIZE! —
AGAINST APARTHEID, RACISM!

All the gains of the civil rights movement
of the 1960s are being overturned and
attacked at the same historical moment
that Blacks are fighting for their lives in
South Africa.

Since the bombing of the MOVE house
in Philadelphia by police. a number of
mcidents involving attacks on Blacks and
threats to their rights have occurred.

Dearborn. a suburb of Detroit. has de-
clared its parks for *‘residents onlv' " 10
keep out the majority Black population of

_Detroit. The NAACP launched a boveott

DEFEND
HORMEL
STRIKERS!

Bv BARBARA PUTNAM

Austin. Minnesota continues to hold cen-
ter stage in the fight against concessions.
Hormel workers. Local P-9 of the United
Food and Commercial Workers. in this
little company town. now fight not onh
the company but also the National Guard
The mayor of Austin. Tom Kough. was a
striker. but that did not stop him from
calling in the National Guard when strik- -
ers refused to allow scabs to take their
jobs.

On January 25. twenty five cars organ-
ized by the union blocked Interstate 9.
which the authoritics had been using 1o
mmport scabs. On the fourth dav of this
cflort. the pickets succeeded in totally pre-
venting any scabs from going in. But on
Tuesday. the police and the National
Guard closed the plant after union leaders
agreed not to hinder motorists (New York
Times, January 25, 1956).

There has been a real progression to the
fight against concessions since PATCO
was crushed. There was the bitter Grey-

ol Dearborn businesses with hmited suc-
cess belore the holidays.

In Concord. Calfornia. a Bluck man
was hanged for the ““crime™ of being a
homosexual. Berhardt Goetz. the ““sub-
way vigilante™ of New York. who shot
down four Black vouths in cold blood last
vear. was acquitted of all serious charges.
And once again in Philadelphia. racist vig-
ilantes mobilized to stop Black families
from moving into a largely white neigh-
borhood. These and many more incidents
show that Blacks now face the worst re-

hound strike. which attracted large sup-
port committees and mass picketing. the
AP Pans Plant strike in Ohio in which
3000 uniomsts of many different unions
fought against the usc of scabs. and now
the Hormel strike. But the Hormel strike
raises the ante. drawing in whole sections
of the local population into the stitke —

pression in more than o decade
It is not a comcidence that these attacks
are on the rise in the US. alongside the rise
of the revolutionary ude in South Africa
By working in concert with the Blacks
of South Africa against repression and
racism. equality will be more than a noblc
phrasc to repeat on Martin Luther King's
birthday.
Bovcott South Afnica!
Against racism!

for or agamst. It directly inspired the for-
mation of the National Rank and Filc
Against Concessions.

This strike demands the widest possible
support in the unions and in the working
class population in the form of material
and militant aid



—In the 1986 Congressional Elections
—For an Electoral Alliance of Labor

National Rank and File
Against Concessions

By BARBARA PUTNAM

On December 6-8. a new union organiza-
tion dedicated to highung concessions —
the Natonal Rank and File Against Con-
cessions (NRFAC) — held s founding
conference in Chicago. About 500 union
militants representing nearly every union
and every major city in the country were
present. This inter-union organization sig-
nifies a new turn toward organization and
centralization of the opposition to conces-
SIONS.

Two of our organizers, Barbara Put-
nam of UAW Local 2071 and Fred Mi-
chaels of the American Federation of
Teachers. went to the conference. In addi-
tion 1o supporting the fight against conces-
sions. we appealed to the conference to
run anti-concessions labor candidates in
the 1986 congressional clections.

One of the high points was a march to
the Chicago Tribunce workers’ picket line.
Conference militants succeeded in turning
back a couple dozen scab trucks trving to
cross the picket line. It was clear that all
who staved and fought. those that linked
arms even as the police beat up onc of us
and arrested another. were not unlamiliar
with fighting the workers™ class enemies.
Undoubtedly. this action had an impact
on the Chicago Federation of Labor.
After a delay of six months. it finally led a
demonstration ol 1.700 against the impor-
tation of scabs on January 4. regrettably
only for one dav.

We were heard at the conference and

able to make some good arguments for
the NRFAC supporting and running
workers candidates versus bosses candi-
dates in the coming congressional elec-
tions. But since there was no way to have
this discussed and voted on. any support
remained on the level of sympathy for the
proposal. We did make contact with a
number of militants interested in the pro-
posal.

As a result of our fight for a Labor
Party and workers candidates versus bos-
ses candidates in several elections. most
recent in the Detroit mayoral elections. we
were in our natural element in the
NRFAC conference. Others who call
themselves socialists were either at a loss
for words. or simply riding the waves. or

worse, attacking the NRFAC. The Social-
ist Workers Party complained of the “*nar-
rowness™ of fighting concessions. that the
NRFAC is not “broad™ enough to suit
them. They refused to vote during the

clection of officers and on the by-laws.
and they have not bothered to menuon the
conference in their paper.

But the worst attack of all on the
NRFAC is coming from the Communist
Party USA. It would seem 1o the unimi-
tiated that those who claim to lead work-
ers would welcome the formation of the
NRFAC with open arms. But no, not the
CP. Here 1s what Herb Kave said about
the NRFAC in their paper. the Daily
World (January 9). The full quotation
bears repeating so that militants will be
better armed to fight these reactionary
attacks and will know that the CP defends
the trade union bureaucracy and its ties 10
the Democratic Party.

The CP says: “'Increasingly. workers are
seeking to maximize the power and poten-
tial of their union organization at all levels
to defeat and roll back the offensive of the
Reagan-monopolist forces.

“A different approach. that endangers
the unity of the labor movement. is being
offered by a group of ultra-leftists. who
recently set up an organmization known as
theNational Rank and File Against Con-
cessions (NRFACQ).

Then Mr. Kave placates: “*‘No doubt
some conservative. bureaucratic leaders

" and their methods will be an obstacle to

greater gains for the workers. However,
super-militant tactics that make union
_leaders the main enemy and drain away
the energies and vitality of workers
through dual structures outside the chan-
nels of the labor movement. can weaken
the strength of labor at a time when the
gredtest unity is needed. **

When Barbara Putnam brought the res-
olution coming out of the NRFAC 1o the
floor of her union board meeting a similur
rotten line was put up as a reason 1o be
hesitant and *“*cautious™ about joining the
NRFAC. Fred Vocimo said there was a
“contradiction™ between fighting conces-
sions and attacking union leaders who
cave into them because this. he said. would
“help™ the companies. Wrong! What has

helped concessions is the blatant accept-
‘ance of them by the fikes of Beiber. head of
the UAW. Kirkland. head of the AFL-
ClO. e1c.. ete. Most of the tops jeaders of
the unions are agents of the bosses: they
lay down concessions. They are the worst
clanger because they truly divde the unions
and weaken them. Unity. ves. But give us
real unity and not the fetitious iy of
covering for trade union burcaucrats who
are selling us out. The NRFAC can be o
tool of real unity because it cuts Getoss all
the unions and 1t is dedicated o fighting.
NOL accepling. Concessions.

Down with concessions!

Working Class
Must Stop U.S.
Intervention

By FRED MICHAELS
This past week Reagan has revealed his
plans for 1986. High on his hit list is
Nicaragua. He will ask the Congress for
$100 million with the goal of crushing the
Nicaraguan Revolution.

But this escalation is not being met by
the anti-intervention movement with a
strong united call for militant action
against Reagan.

The Administrative Commiittee of the
Actions for Peace. Jobs and Justice Coali-
tion — the coalition that organized the
April 20 demonstrations of over 100.0)
last year — met January 9 in New York
City and. once again. delaved calling for a
national demonstration.

Last Spring this same body refused to
organize any actions. stating that the
coalition would be better prepared for a
national offensive this Spring by support-
ing the actions of other orgamzations in
the Fall.

Under the enormous pressure of the
revolution in South Africa. coupled to
growing movement in this country. the
Administrative Committee has called lor a
meeting of the National Steening Commut-
tee of the coalition on February 3. This
meeting. which excludes local coalitions
(!) and allows only national.organizations,
will discuss a possible Fall action.

It 1s safe 1o say that this Administrative
Committee (and the whole coalition) 1s
caught in the web of its contradictory
roles: it includes the leadership of many



Candidates and Working Class Parties

organizations that represent Blacks. sork-
ers and the oppressed in this country. vet it
ivomtimately linked to the Democratic
a party of capitalist oppression.

The policy of the Emergency National
Council. and in particular the working
class parties — Socialist Action. the
Fourth Internationalist Tendency. the So-
cialist:. Workers Party — is 1o remain
“non-parusan.”

This means that all during this intense
pohtical struggle the working class s sup-
posed to remain passive and abstain and.
when the 1986 elections roll around. vote
Democratic.

Only the working class has no one 1o
defend its interests. The Democratic Party
is. as they sav. “‘loaded for bear.” None of
the major organizations involved n the
anti-intervention movement can remain
“non-partisan.”

It is impossible for this conflict within
the anti-intervention movement. which is
a sharp expression of the class conflict in
its entirety. to be resolved in favor ol a
militant action lme. without an energetic
delense of the workers political indepen-
dence. It is the working class forces who
should give leadership to the wavering ele-
ments — not the other way around.

CISPES’s major national campaign has
been developing house meetings in neigh-
borhoods of targeted congressmen to in-
fluence their voting. In other words. build-
mg a base of support for liberal Demo-
crals 1o run against these congressmen.
The Nuclear Weapons Freeze Campaign
has called for a special intervention in the
Fzll elections around Freeze issues at its
rezent National Convention in Chicago.

The recent Student Anti-Apartheid
Conference at the University of Chicago
was heavily influenced by forces of Jesse

Jackson’s Rainbow Coalition that want to.

target key congressmen. similar to the
CISPES campaign. as the major activity
ol students against apartheid.

It has become very clear that a policy
called **non-partisan™ is an ostrich-like re-
sponse to a very sharp political struggle. A
“non-partisan’” policy places all its adher-
ents on the side of the Democrats. or on
the sidelines for 1986.

Most importantly. it lets ship from the
workers hands an unprecedented oppor-
tunitv to build a Labor Party. or more pre-
ciselv. to create the building blocks for a
Labor Party with o working class electoral
alliance

It s imperative that the anti-internven-
ton movement and its organizations open
up a discussion about what stund 10 take
i the 1986 clections and for the working
cliss forees to join together in a fight for

workers political mdependence — for a
workers electoral alliance agamst the Re-
publicans and the Democrats — for a
Labi Pury,

Blacks and
Democrats

By DAVID MARK

For decades American Blacks have given
their political allegiance to the Democratic
Party. Since 1964, Blacks have cast 80% of
their votes in presidential elections for the
Democrats. In the 1984 presidential elec-
tions. Walter Mondale received 907 of
the Black vote. -

The 1986 congressional elections are ap-

proaching. While the economic ““upturn®
has benefited the capitalist class of rich
and powerful. the “‘tnckle down™ for the
vast majority of Blacks. especially the in-
ner ity poor. has been non-existant.
There is a chance to build a new move-
ment. stronger and more powerful than
even the civil nghts movement.

What. after all. has the Democratic Par-
ty done for Black Amenicans? Despite the
fact that Democrats had held a majority in
Congress for most of the last two decades.
the gains of the civil rights movement have
been steadilv eroded. The civil rights
movement was itsell not inspired by the
Democratic Party. but by a grass roots
movement of Blacks.

While it 1s true that the Reagan admini-
stration and the Republican majority in
the U.S. Senate have created a new atmos-
phere of racism. and have accelerated the
attacks on Blacks. the Democrats have
done nothing of any substance to stop
these attacks. In fact. the Democrats have
moved quickly to adopt Reagan’s policies
and 10 appeal to his constitutency.

Basicallv. the Democrats have knifed
Black Democrats in the back. Many pro-
mises were made at the San Francisco
convention in order to appease the Jack-
son lorces and Black party activists. in
general. Promuses that the Democratic
Party would become more open. that
Black Democrats like Jackson would be

eranted a fairer share of delegates. (One ot
Jackson’s key gricvances was that he re-
ceived more than 2077 of the popular vote
n the primaries and got only 1277 o1 the
delegates to the convention.)

Then. after the convenuon. Paul Kirk.
consenvative Democrat. not Jackson or
another Black. was selected as charmuan
of the Democratic Party. Democrats were
not willing to grant even a symbolic. token
roll to Blacks in the leadership ol the
party.

A special “fairness commission™ met
October 18 and adopted new rules that
will further reduce the role of Blacks. and
labor. in the Democratic Party. A new
“superdelegate™ rule raised the percentage
ol Democratic members of Congress who
will automatically be granted delegate sta-
tus (no elections) from 60% to 805! In
addition. now the enure Democratic Na-
tional Committee. 372 members ¢f the
party hierarchy. will also be “*super-dele-
gates.”” The commussion also refused to do
away with the threshold ule by which a
primary candidate must obtain a certain
minimum percentage of votes in a district
in order to receive any delegates at all. This
was the particular rule used to cheat Jack-
son out of delegates in 1984,

For more than two decades the Demo-
cratic Party has been the means by which
the struggle of Blacks has been channeled
and comained within 2 framework that 1
acceptable to the capitalist class. This has
been achieved not only through intimida-
tion. but also through maintamning the ma-
jority of the Black leadership within the
Democratic  Party. thereby  preserving
class relations within the Black oppressed
minority. Without a working class party.
the Black minority does not have any way
to build a movement against the root of
their oppression. the essentially white and
capitalist ruling class.

More importantly. a working class par-
ty. u Labor Party. would have a larger
impact. liberating not only a movement of
the Black working class from the capitalist
parties. but also liberating the trade un-
ions which have been one of the most
important means for Blacks 10 organize
and to win the support of white workers.
away from their conservative white lead-
ership. The capitalist class would be con-
fronted with a movement far more power-
ful than the civil rights movement.

This s the road that can be taken in
1986, Begimning with a fight for a workers
alliance n the elections.



What Color is Your Flag?
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By MARGARET GUTTSHALL
Thousands of youth and voung workers
rallicd in solidanty with Black South Afri-
cans and against racism in America in the
course of Bishop Desmond Tutu's recent
tour and Martin Luther King Day.

Yet there was a contradiction between
this 1nitiative — an effort to link up with
brothers and sisters in South Africa. to
renew the struggle against racism here —
and the message of the leadership.

Coretta Scott King. Martin Luther
King's widow. and Bishop Tutu. Black
South African leader. linked arms with
Reagan’s representative George Bush and
sang *"We Shall Overcome.™ Coretta Scott
King called on Blacks to fly the American
flag on Martin Luther King Day and prac-
tice non-violent action at a moment when
the U.S. government is training and arm-
ing reacuonary forces in Angola 1o put
down the revolution in South Alrca:
when it is bombmg E! Silvador and pre-
paring to invade Nicaragua.

She claims that: “*Marun Luther King
Jr. always marched under the flag ... His
umeless dream of a nauon unified in e-
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quality and brotherhood is really the
American dream. and the movement he
led embodied the highest patriotism and
the very spirit of democracy ... He would
have been the first to point out that the key
to the movement’s success was the com-
mitment to disciplined non-violence™
(Derroit Free Press, January 3, 1986).

First. it is necessary to sav that this s
not true. While King's political work as
a whole was characterized by his loyaliy
to and illusions in American democracy
and non-violence — particularly the
Democratic Party — he did not always
march under the flag and preach non-
violence. He opposed the war in Viet-
nam. eventualiv: he supported the gar-
bage workers' strike shortly before his
assassination.

In any case. whether King always
marched under the flag or not. does thal
make it night? Is it enough to sav Dr. King
did 1t to make it right?

Why should Blacks be loval to the
American government or svstemi when
they are run by racists. bosses. capitalists.
who profit from racism. from the exploita-
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ton of Blacks and workers of all races and
natonahties in Africa and Amenca”

Why should they preach non-violenc
when these same racists. these sume bosses
when these same racists of bosses are
armed 10 the teeth. arresting. imprisoning.
torturing  and murdering Blacks  and
others every das. legally and illegal”

In fact. such a policy can only ol
Blacks trom vouth and workens of otha
races and nationalities rising up aganst
the American oppressors and explonters i
Africa. Furope and Americu.

That 1s wiiy they can link arms with
racist. imperialist policians ke Georsae
tween solidarity with Biack South Atri-
cans and lovalty 10 Amencan and nion-
violence: between a striiggle agninst rac-
ismoin America and this same lovalty — is
a class contradicuon. The vast majority of
Blacks in Amenca are working class. com-
pelled to struggle against the bosses and in
sohidarity with other oppressed and ex-
ploited by their very situation. Their lea-
dership is not working class. The current
leadership is. in Mamist terms, petty bour-
geois, even bourgeois. Coretta Scott King
and others are tied to the capnalist parties
that profit from the exploitation of Black
workers in Afnca and Amcerica.

That 15 why they can linked arms with
racist. impernialist politicians like George
Bush. That s why they are so concerned
with lovalty to America and non-violence
at a moment when thousands of workers
are rising up against American racist and
imperialist oppression. And that s why
they try to pass off this reactionary policy
as the word of god.

Now 15 the ume to resolve this contra-
diction. break with the bosses and thar
parties and all those who speak for them
within the Black working class Young
Black workers should forge links wih
their fellow workers of other races and
nationalities. in Africa. Europe. Amenci.
build an international working class par
1o lead this struggle. Blacks should 1y the
red tlag of international working class sobi-
dariy against racist and capitalist oppres-
sion. not the red. white and bluce flag that
symbaolizes that oppression to the oppress-
ed peoples ol the carth.
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