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UNIONS MUST FIGHT!

Ry DAVID MARK
The American trade union movemeni
must fight or die.

Every year. the AFL-CIO holds its
anmual conference in Bal Harhor. This is
whiere vou see onie side of the irade unions.
Well-manicured  men business suits
plaving goif. swimming. confering with
congressional lobbyists and officials from
the Democratic Party — this is the top
leadership of the trade uniens,

Last vear. the conference issued a re-
port patnuing the miscrable staie of the
trade unions.

Down in the trenches in Ausiin. Minne-
sota. where the strike aganst the George
A Homel and Company has entered 1ts
sixth month. thiv is where vou see the rest
of the trade unions. More than mincty-nine
percent of 1. They are not lounging
around. they are shivening against the cold
on a picket line and holding off the Na-
tional Guard. A Democratic Party official
would not be near such a confrontation.

either are the workers' top union leaders

This yvear in Bzl Harbor the P-9 local
sent a delegation te get the support of their
own union. Instead they were publicly at-

tacked by the AFL-CIO tops. The United

Food and Commeicial Workers issued a -

statement charging ““inexpenenced and
misguided leadership and false prophets™

would lead 1o the defeat of Local P-9.

Lane Kirkland said the strike was unim-
portant.

The top bureaucrats of the unions are
fecling the ground rumbling beneath
them. The American worker was sold the
concessions package in order to save jobs.
and insure the profits of industry. Many
things conspired to make workers accept
this package. It was offered at the point of
a4 gun — give concesions or out on the
street. It followed decades of labor/man-
agement cooperation. It seemed that there
wis no alternative leadership to fight. a*
gainst concessions. And it was  being
pushed. by trade umion officials aind the
Democratic Party alike as a cure for un-
employment. But now the Amencan
worker 18 secing that there is no end 1011

The trade unmions have undergone a
deep chanee. Finst there was a0 series of
piter dotents — e dodne of Dol
M in Detroit. the nationwide PATCO
strihe of air trific conttollers, Then alter-

nathve factions appeired in the lower and
middic ranks of the trade union leader-
ship. Locals Opposed 10 Concessions
(LOC) in the UAW, and others 1 the
miners and  steelworkers  umons, The

strikes. though stll solated. have grown
more militant and their tacucs more bold
Now the ranks and the dissidents sre
looking for new aliiances with the working
class m s entm.l\ — this s, at lm\l ni-

These new deaders are opnost case
genwine trade umon mlitanis who hove

i
th concession
wl SUNTeNn!

s deAd e v and the
a: e

Erown &0 up v
bureaucrats, They have c.mumd the lead-
f’r\,.m of .mn(\n_m! locals. The v orepresent

a d_\mnm in the trade unions.
But it the workens” cause s going 1o
stcces toa sl h.1~ to g0 further. The roud

ton of majer }.ropo..lo..~ If strikes are to
win they are going to have 1o stop scabs.
beceme larger and take on a navonii
character. The strikers wiil have to work
with unorganized workers and voung
workers \th have been ci\'cn second class
any unmions. Black workers
dHU wunc wuu\\.n will hazd ol allics
The struggle is going to have to go on
against concessions. but also against the
bosses gevernment.

The situation demands a higher form of
organization and struggle than the irade
unions — a working class party. a fighting
party against the bosses. And yet it & the
trade unions which must be the base of
such a party.

The 1986 Congressional elections offer
a perfect opportunity. An alliance of
unions and working class parties to ficld
labor candidates. this s what is needed!

The struggle at P-9 1s not ending. it has
only just begun. The next crucial stepis to
build an organization that encompasses
the entire working class. That will come to
the aid and defense of evers warker, The
neat step s a fighune Labor Party. be-
gmnme with fbor candidates 10 86

citiz Lr‘\.-.; mn
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Bosses propaganda

By MARGARET GUTTSHALL
A nghtwing economist — Morgan Rey-

nolds from Texas A&M — has just issued”

a study saving that the UAW 1« “the po-
mary obstacle to creating more jobs in the
US auto industin ™ ** ... Overpricing and
poor productivity by the UAW have ex-
ported nearly 250.000 jobs overseas.” he
savs. tLLoniy “Washington interference’
can slow the imported auto invasion “with-
oui a drastic reduction m the 80 percent
UAW premium of average US manufuc-
turing costs plus a relaxation of UAW
mefficiencies™ ™" (Derroit Free Press.
Februany 12. 1986).

These remarks probubly sound Ll
to readers. Many people are savimg that
foreign competition. high wages. stnct
work rules. and unions are responsible for
lavolis and plant closings. And. thus, are
even voting for import restnictions and
cuts i wages, werk rules. and union
rights.

But 1s this true? In a word. no. Layolis
and piant ciosings arc increasing through-
out the worid. not oniy in the US but also
in countries that are supposedly taking
our jobs like Japan and Germany. or
Souyih Korea and South Afrnica.

In reality. the bosses are responsible for
favolis and plant closings in all these coun-
tries. The bosses are no longer capable of
expanding production. of drawmg the
masses of people into production. They
have neither the resources nor the ingen-
uity. What is more. it is not profitable.
And bosses do only what is profitable.
They make more money when a handlul
ol workers are working themselves 1o
death, afraid 10 lose their jobs. than they
do when evervone i1s working.

In the early: days of the capitalist sys-
tem, the bosses were abie 1o increase jobs.
increase wages. decrease prices. and in-
crease proiits. all at the same tume. They
did this Liigely by introducing new iech-
nology. But today they are no longer ca-
pabie of Jomg this. This is why we say that
that the bosses or capitalists have outlived
their useiuiness. The working class is the
only class capable of expanding produc-
tion, through centralized planning under
workers control. All the schemes to -
volve worken in planning and production
{the Saturn plan) are 2 tacit recognition of
the bankruptey of the capitalist class and
the superioniiy of the working class. Yet
these schemes are doomed to failure be-
cause the bosses retain the reins while the
worhers remain harnessed.

Of course the bosses do not want any-
one to reiahize that they have outlived their
usciulness. that they are responsible fos

lavofls and plant closings. that they are
making money off them. Thus they hire
thousands of pohticians. journalists and
academicians (ke Reynolds) to point the
finger @t the foreign bosses (loreign com-
peution. Japan. Germany. ew.) or the
workers (high wages. strict. work rules.
unions. etc.). And these lackeys i wurn
produce reams and reams that wind up on
newsstands. radho. welevision. churches.
CIC.

There s a name for this 1t s called
bourgeols or capnalist propaganda. And
the biggest problem tor the Amenian
working class is that the union leadership
believes this propaganda.

When a reporter asked a UAW spokes-
man what he thought of the Revnolds
study. the spokesman said that he would
not ““dignify that ‘claptrap’ by comment-
ing on it.”" But what is the difference be-
meen what Revnolds savs and what the
UAW leadership has been saving?

Of course. the UAW leadership will try
to find onc. but actions speak louder than
words.

Since 1976, the UAW leadership has
been pushing for legislation restrictine im-
ports and it has signed one contract after
another with Chrysler. Ford and GM cut-
ung wages. work rules. and union rights.
on the grounds that this is the only way 10
save jobs.

In January 1986. the UAW leadership

once again went back to the Chnvsler Jel-
ferson Avenue Plant workers in Detront
and told them to make more concessions
or lose vour jobs.

But restricting imporns. cutting wages.
worhk rules and union nghts will not stop
lavofls or plant closings. They will onhy
make them worse. Foreign capitalists will
mevitably retaliate against import restric-
tons. Trade wars., then full scile wars. will
ensuc. Concessions 1o the bosses weaken
the working class — ideologically. poli-
tically. and practically. in spint. strength
and solidanty.

The only way to fight lavolls and plint
closings 1s 1o fight the bosses. It s high
time for UAW locals to stop histening to
the bosses” propaganda about lavoflsand
plant closings and imtiate their ows work-
ing class propaganda and action with La-
bor candidates for Congress. And that
goes double tfor UAW Local 7 at the
Chnwsler Jefferson Asenue Plant in De-
troit. It's now or never.
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(The Trotskyist Organization, a Working Class Organization -

The Trotskyist Organization is a working class organization that in sil ceses defends the interests of the wording
class against the bourgeoisie and its agents (the banks, big businessmen: bosses; the army, police courts; the

The Trotskyist O: ganization is fighting to bulld an independent working class party. 2 Labor Parly. io fight for the
demands of the working cless sgainst the bourgeoisie and Hs agents — for jobs, wages, decent working
condmons.-:moh,howing:laheedomlorahckswnennloppreuect.anendbuslmewenﬁon:!oruion

We are fighting to bulld a revolutionary working class leadership prepared to lead the working class in securing
its demands by any means necessary — the occupstion of the factories. the formation of 8 working class militia,
the seizure of power through a popular uprising, the establishment of 8 workers government based on workers
counclis, and the expropriation of the banks and big business; in other words . .. sociaiist revolution.

The Trotskyis! Organization supports the struggle of Black people, the Nicaraguan people and all oppressed
pecples 2gainst US imperialism without conditions. We fight to mcbilize the antirety of the working class in
solidarity with them and to build working class parties 1o lead this fight. =

We support the struggle of the Polish workers against the Kremiin bursaucracy, which oppresses the workers
and collaborzles with US imperisfism in restoring imperialist axploitaton. We figh! to mobifize all workers in
solidarity with them and o build working class parties 1o lead this fight.

The Trotskyisi Organlzation is fighling o bulid an open Trobkylst Congress o rebulid the US Section of the
Fourth Intemational, World Party of the Socialis! Revolution, 1o lead the working class We aim to do this by
figh for the interests of the working cless In the mess working class movement and by training working class
youth ‘ag working class leaders. This is the meaning of Trotskylsm and why we cail ourselves Trotskyists.

The Trotskyist Organization urges all groups of working class youth, working class women snd working class
men tha! want {o collaborate in this struggle. 1o join the Trotskyist Organization and form Commitiees tc lead the
fight in the ne:ghbornioods, schodls, factories and unions. Those who want o do this should write the Trotskyist

Orgenization
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Meatpackers strike — “scabs out!”

By BARBARA PUTNAM

Local P9 of the United Food and Com-
mercial Workers called a National Rally
on February 15. Nearly 3.000 unionists
and militants from many political parties
swelled the main street with a march
through town chanting, **“They say give-
back. we say fightback!”™ Townspeople
crowded both sides of the street cheering
as we marched gaily along. not minding
the artic weather and the frozen pavement
under our feet. It was a spinted raily that
hegan with a rousing version of “Which
Side Are You On?"" sung by Larry Long. It
prought tears to the eyes of the most hard-
nolled leaders in the labor movement.
And that song certainly hits the nail on the
head. It is the choice facing everybody.

Our local branch of the National Rank
and File Against Concessions organized a
car caravan from Detroit {on very short
notice). In the end only two car loads went
on the 13 hour caravan to Austn. Minne-
sota. but a total of 30 umen representa-
aves from the Detroit area showed up.
athers having flown 1wy carlier. Howeser
we arined. thie tp was well worth the
stiort for the spirit of solidirity it brougiit
tor the embuattled P-9 local in it long strug-
zle against Hormel.

Although every speaker at the rally
trom Jim Guactte. prestdent of Local P9
10 Marsha Mickens. our regional organi-
zer of the National Rank and Frle Against
Concessions, said that PO s the Hitmus test
sor the whole lubor movement. it is clear
somebody has already failed the litmus
test. The United Food and Commercial
Workers International leadership de-
nounced the strke and issued a statement
descnbing it-as “a story of inexperienced.
misguided leadership and lalse prophets.™
Lane Kirkland. head of the AFL-CIO has
echoed this saving he has *‘nothing more
1o add or subtract™ from this statement.

P9 has paved the way for ancompre-
mitsing military but the local union leader-
shp wind local unios feaders rom dround
the country who support the strike are
dovded over i future,

There was no way o colieetiveiy dis-
cuss the course of the strike and there will
aot be unul o Labor Party begins 10
energe to lead the workens in even

Nieatpackers

Strike Rally

March 1,7 PM

JAW Local €00, Dix and Veimor

Detroit {

sphere. I indeed. P9 i litmus 1est
(and there will be many more) then all who
are partisans ol the working class should
have a sav in the outcome because it con-

cerns us all. .
What has happened is that the strike s

being replaced (prematurely) by a boyeott

«of Hormel products. It 1 could hane
spoken ta those strikers. | would have

said. Dig those scabs out if you want to
win, once a scab crossed your fine. that
was the day the stike started losing — get
them owt! You know where they live. Tuke
on rour union’s top leadership. fight to
replace the traitors. run a workers can-
dickiite who opposes concessions against
the Demovratic governor who called the
National Guard on yvou.™

In the hustle and bustle of the rally we
passed out 400 leaflets arguing for lubor
candidates in the 1986 elections and a La-
bor Party. Twenty P-9ers and other union
members signed the petition on the back
supporting the demand for a Labor Panty
and for working to build it now. Jim Guy-
ette himsell had read the leaflet before we
passed it out. then shook my hand and
said, “thanks for coming.” (Not that it
changed his mind much.)

At the rally he introduced the illustrious
mayor of Austin. a card=arrying member
of P9 who was at least partially respon-
sible for calling in the National Guard to
put down the strnike. His honor got a
standing ovation from many workers. But
all this shows is the importance of fighting
for the independence ol the trade unons
from the capitahist government. Yes, the
P-9 workers have illusions — but this is
why it iy so important to buld a Labor
Party.

One worker we met asked a friend what
did he think of us Trotskyvists — he said
“they just keep talking about the union
and a labor panty.” That is true. that is
why we went. If vou put vourself forward
as a leader but only go along with the
stream and do not occupy voursell with
the fate of the strkes. the hard decisions
facing workers, the way the whole struggle
fits together. then vou are ne leader.

However moved [ was personally by the
rally. the feeling of solidarity and the won-
dertul men and women of P9, 1 also icht
troubled that the best leaders of the work-
ers are all mixed up With conciliaiors and
working m isolation from cach other I'm
speaking of the dichards and dissenters.
stift necks and irreconcilables. who sorch
need (o work together i political party
that embraces the whole warking class.
Now more tian ever the workens need

~uch o parivs one thiat Roows tor st

Wi sude i'som

South Africa Rally

By FRED MICHAELS

Michigan Labor for a Free South Africa.a
committee of trade unionists. 1S organizing
a march and rallv in downtown Detroit.
April 19. We urge all unions. individuals
and youth 1o make this the largest pos-
sible rally of Michigan working people in
support of their brothers and sisters in
South Afnca.

A large trade union tumout would lay
the foundation for a more active role by
the trade unions in support of the South
Afnican workers. The US trade unions
could be decisive for the victory of South
Afncan labor with a union boycon of ail
goods 1o South Africa.

This committee is capable of organizing
such a large tumout because active initare
local union leaders from the UAW und
AFSCME and because 1t springs {from the:
growing mobilization of US workers. =

In order to reach the goal of a large.
trade union turnout. militants of the Trot-
skyvist Organization have proposed that
the poliucal orientation of the march und
rally be the elementary union solidarity of
the working people of the United States
with their brothers and sisters in South
Alfrica. This is something that any Ameri-
can worker can understand. Wo witt work
1o have all the efforts of the commuttee de-
voted towards a full mobilization of Mich-
igan labor.

This s the only hope of survival of ilic
committee. The committee is already u
thorn in the side of the top union leadersin
Detror. the UAW and the metropclitan
AFL-C 10. They have basically asked that
it be broken up.

The UAW lcadership has tried to avoid
the South African issue because of its daity
collaboration with some of the strongest’
supporters of apartheid — Ford. Chirvsler
and General Motors. Under enormots
pressure. Owen Bieber. president of the
UAW. is now co~chairman of a national
Shell boycott commuttee which supposed-
lv addresses the issue of South Africa.
Bicber even specifically attacked the
“Trotskyites™ at a closed door meeting of
the bovcott committee. cxpressing [eir
that they would take the boycott serioisli™
and picket gas stations! =

For the Apnl 19 uction to be poweriul,
we must begin with a strong working class
ine. This will strengthen the hand of the
committee because it allows for the great-
est partictpation by the masses ol workers.

Labor Against Apartheid!
April 19, Detroit
Assembie, 11 AM, Grand Circus Park

March to Kennedy Square, noon rally
(Call for rides 542-7445)



Global Conflict

L1 >
The {'§ role in the Phnhppmu shows
once again that the US iy an impenalisi
nation that does not deserve our suport.
Reagan openly suppaiied Finpino dic-
tator Ferdinand Marcos after he murder-

adt il Aen nt ungd gole an election **1.
SN OPPAnIDT and MOue an siecaen,. an

matters ke these. our bases come first.”
hi said

Ecdward Kennedy. Michigan Senator

arl Levin and other Democrats sre niow
urging Marcos to step down. Their moti-
vation? “Even the usually cautious US
Chamber of Commerce in Manila feels
that US imicrests m the Pailippines arce
threatened By a contnuation of the Mar-
cos regime and that the United States
should dicsociete  iiselt from Marcos

. Contmuing to dea! with Marcos will
undermine more than our moral position:
dealing with this doomwed dictaior threat-
ens our imporiant bases at Clark Field
and Subic BT (Denoir Free Press,
Februany 20, 1986),

Why is the US aiaass being drawnante
confhicts in ether countnes. on the wiong
side and for the wrong reasony’

Because the US depends on the eaplo-
tauon and oppression of peoples of other
countirics. American busimessmen use Fili-
pinos and others for cheap labor. They
need mulitary bases and dictators like Mar-
cos te protect this refazionship This s why
we sy that the US i an mpenahist nation
and why we say politicians ke Reagan,

Kemedy and Levin are imperialist pol-
ticians. They all want to maintain the US
as an imperialist power. even if they differ
on how 1o do 1t

The Filipwo: people on the ather hand
do ot wani (o do so. Thousands or youth
and workers have been marching in the
strecis under banners suying things like:
“Down with the US-Marces fascis dicta-
orship!™ or “US Out!™ Many beveoried
the recert eizctions on the grounds that
they were {rauduielt elections and that
both candidates were tied 1 US impenal-
ismi (Corazon Agquino i also agairst gei-
ung US bases out of the Philippines.)

American vouth and workers should
fulhy break with American impenalism.
with Republkans and Democrats. and
1oin the world-wide revolt against it. We
should support our Filipino brothers” and
sisters” demands agamst the US in words
and deeds. with a union boyeett of all LS
supplies to the Marcos dictatorship and
the bases
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Haiti

“Baby Papit Doc™ Duvalier. another
brutal dictator and son of the miamous
“Papa Doc™™ Duvalier, jusi fled Hait
wheire he had appomited himselt mresides
for hic.

US Sccretary of State Georgee Shuhz
announced that Duvalier was leaving o
week before he left. and the US provided
transportation lor Duvalier and his
family.

Duvalier selecied a committec 10 carn
on after he left. but the mass demonsira-
tions and thousands of exiles retumimg to
Haiti show that things are not eonig to be
the same again for a long umc.

Once again. the American working
class cannot remain neutral m this conflict
between US imperialism and the op-
pressed people of Hait. Thewr struggic

mus! be ours.
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Poland

Polisk officials
ges against Lech Walesa. Ther ha
Sdander Becuase

.
roland

recenth dropped char-

el
o

charged Walest with X
sed that e recemt elections in
were a fraud

Polish burezucrats were probably -
fraid that o they attempted Lo try
that his trial would wm into a tnai oi the
Stahinist militany dictatorship in Poland
instead. This is what happened when thoy
placed working clas- militants on tr! in
Polund betore.
MG.

Walesi
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