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Workers suffered a series of heavy defeats under the Tories
from 1979 onwards. The Labour movement is only now

Contents beginning to show signs of recovery both in terms of the
Building the Welsh Labour left 3 level of strike action and the election of left-wingers to lead-

ing trade union positions. But the Labour Party leadership is
Respect: left party or single-issue campaign? 6 resolutely pro-free market and pro-business, and has yet to

L . see a real challenge to its authority inside the party.
Domestic violence: the crime that goes unheard 8 _ g‘ Y , pary
Workers Action believes that the most important task al the

The West's response to the Asian tsunami 10 moment is a struggle to renovate the existing labour move
ment, politically and in the workplace, so that it can fight
effectively in its own interests.

Tension rises in the lvory Coast 14 This requires a struggle in the Labour movement as it is,
with all its problems and weaknesses. Warkers continue to

How Bush got re-elected 11

Ukraine: neither faction will defend workers 16 support the | abour Party far more than any other party in
Broad Front takes over in Uruguay 17 elections and by union affiliation. At present, attempts to get

round this political fact by mounting electoral challenges to
Book review: Stasiland by Anna Funder 19 Labour are, in most cases, futile and sectarian, and arc like-

ly to lead to greater demoralisation. Most importantly, they

DVD review: The Leopard by Luchino Visconli 21 represent an abandonment of any serious political struggle

Obituary: Jack Firestein 23 against the Labour leadership. Workers Action supporters
are thercfore active in the Labour Party as well as the trade
Introduction to archive material 24 unions and political campaigns.
The Ukrainian left-wing socialist movement in Capitalism condemns millions to exploitation, poverty, dis-
Galicia by Roman Rosdolsky 25 ease and war, so that when its leading internalional bodies

meet, they have to do so behind lines of police. However,
Workers Action believes that the relative importance of the
anti-capitalist movement over the last few years is a sign not
of the strength of the left, but of its weakness and marginal-
isation. The new free market world order is based on 20
years of defeats for the international working class. Protests
outside the conferences of organisations such as the WTO
arc a positive development in that they show that there is
opposition, bul must not be a substitute for building a social-
ist leadership in the working class.

Workers Action supports all progressive nalional struggles
against imperialism, without placing any confidence in the
leaders of such movements. Neither bourgeois nationalism,
nor petty bourgeois guerrillaism, nor religious fundamental-
ism can advance the interests of the oppressed workers
and peasants. We arc for the building of a socialist leader-
ship on an international scalc.

The collapse of Slalinism in 1989, compounded by the
move to the right of the Labour Party and the European
Socialist parties, has resulted in an ideological crisis for the
lefl. Some, like the SWP, deny that such a crisis exists
indeed, they claim that at the moment there is a realistic
possibility of a scrious clectoral challenge to Labour. Others
question whether lhe socialist project, fought for by the
working class and its allies, is still viable. Workers Action
believes that it is, but that to rebuild a fighting left relevant
to the concerns of workers means rejecting the methods of
sect-building and sell proclaimed vanguardism.

However, Workers Action has a non-dogmatic approach to
this crisis of the left. We see it as an opportunity to evaluate
critically many of our previously held conceptions in the light
of experience. Marxism is a crilical ideology or it is nothing.
Socialists cannot march into the 21st century with their pro-
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Editorial

lraqi elections:
legitimising
plunder

On January 30, many lraqis had the chance to vote in elec-
tions that were somewhat Jess than free and fair. George Bush
claimed that ‘the Traqgi people themselves made this clection a
resounding success’, while Tony Blair said the elections were
Y moving and humbling experience’. What carly reports
clearly demonstrated was that the turnout had been high in
Kurdish and Shia arcas, but fow in Sunni areas. In that sense,
the occupying powers have had some success suceess,
that is. in dividing the resistance along cthnic and religious
lines. But this is hardly unexpected and unlikely (o go very
deep. because althongrh large numbers of Shias may well have
voted, they also want the occupiers to leave,

Large sections of the Tragi population have been disenfran-
chised, not through accident but precisely to ensure that a
government sympathetic to US interests is elected. The oc-
cupying (orces will only allow “democracy” in as much as it
legitimises the occupation and all that goes with it

The elections scem (o have been conducted according o a
hlueprint developed by the US in thoroughly rigged clections
clsewhere i the past exclude any candidates who might
show signs of independence but ereate a veneer ol democ
racy by encouraging as many partics and candidates to stand
who will go along with the overabl cconomic agenda approved
by the US, For example, there might be differences between
Kurdish and Shia partics, some of them quite scrious, but
none has yet opposed the economic shock therapy that the
LIS is trying to ympose on lraq.

The elections selected 275 members of the Transitional
National Assembly. There were no local or regional conslitu-
encies: candidates were elected on direct proportional repre-
sentation across the whole of Traq, thus ensuring thal assemn-
bly members will not be subject (o pressure from below. There
were over 100 parties registered for the elections and around
8.000 individual candidates. Parties or individuals opposed to
the occupation, or opposed to the privatisation of the Iraqi
intrastructure, were not altowed on the ballot papers. In fact,
most of the parties were grouped together in ethaie or reli-
pious ‘lists™. Few parties published any policies, and most
lists only published the names of the top few candidates, the
rest of the slate remaining anonymous.

In a country where little is known about most ol the parties
and lists becanse of the absence of a recent democratice tradi-
tion, volers had 1o make their choice from a large number of
parties, most of whose candidates and policies are unknown
to them, and under conditions where mectings of more than
five people are banned, thus ruling out the chance ol cam-
paigning except via TV and radio. Itis clear that where peo-
ple have voted in large numbers it is because they have been

old to, not hecause they are making: any kind ol democratic
choice, TTaving tlattened Fallujah, the YIS forces have only
altowed a trickle ol the 300,000 former residents back, and
cven then only il they agree to be (ingerprinted, retina scanned.
DNA tested and to carry 1D cards around with them at all
times. Not surprisingly, many residents have chosen not to
take up this offer and have therefore not returned. It is clear
that in Fallujah, at least, there was no chance of free and fair
clections under US occupanon. Early reports {rom Fallujah,
Samara and Ramadi saggested that many polling stations
didn’teven open, and those that did only saw a limited number
of voters.

The Transitional National Assembly will be charped with
forming a government and electing a president and two depu-
ties, who will hold the real power. The assembly will also be
responsible for drawing up a constitution with the aim of
holding new elecuions on December 15, 2005, Once these
new clections have taken place under the new constitution.
the UN approval of the military occupation runs out and the
US-led coalition (roops could only legally stay if invited to by
the government, although it is unthinkable that the US would
let any of this happen if there were the slightest possibility
that the government would ask them to leave.

A broad alliance of groups and individuals under the name
of the tragi National Foundation Congress (INFC) called for
a boycott ol the elections on the grounds that they did not
reach even the most basic standards required to constitule
free and fair elections. Indeed, it is difficult to sce how clec-
tions could be Tree and fair when carried out under loreign
military occupation and with the occupying forces deciding
who can and can’t stand tor election, who can and can’t
volte, and the range of powers of the new assembly. The
INFC demanded, among other things, that anyone except
convicted eriminals should be allowed (o stand in the elec-
tions, that.the occupying troops be confined to barvacks, and
that the clections be “supervised by a commission of figures
with known credentials of impartiality and integrity, interna-
tionally and in the Arab and Istamic world®.

Aside from the elections, the US is also using debt relief as
a weapon against Iragi independence. On November 21 Tast
year, the Paris Club of creditor nations agreed to write off a
total of 80 per cent of Iraq’s debt (that is, the debt Saddam
Hussein's regime built up in the 1980s when 10 was a Western
ally). to be phased in over a number of years, in return for
Irag adopting the most stringent cconomic shock therapy
imposed by the IME and the World Bank. Lffectively, Iraq
will have 10 surrender its cconomic sovereignty and natural
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resources, and open up its cconomy o
the multinational corporations, or pay
back billions of dollars that the Western
banks lent the Ba’athist dictutorship.

While the US has claimed that Trag's
oil will be “safe for the Traqi people’,
everything clse is o be sold ofTand the
ol witl onty be safe as long as there isn’l
a government in place that the US can
credibly elaim is leginmate. Onee rag
has an clected government, the US can
argruc that this government has the “right’
to setl ol its oil it it so choosces, while
using pressure from the World Bank and
the IMFE to give it ittle option but to do
just that.

The effects of neo-liberalisim were dire
throughout Africa. Asia and Latin
America in the 1980s and 90s. The plan
for Irag 1s much mote wide-ranging and
will be catastrophic for the Tragi people.
One of the first things o come under
attack will be the system of food vouch-
ers introduced under Saddam Hussein,
which provides a rudimentary satety net
for the population.

It remains to be seen whether the 1S
will be able o achieve any or all of this
as the resistance to the occupation be-
comes stronger und better organised by
the day, The “coaliton of the willing’
may have had the opportunity early on
to win the hearts and minds of the wide
sections of the population whe detested
the Ba'athist regime, but they have
squandered that by their subsequent ac-
tions, and will not have that opening
again,

The longer the occupation goes on, the
more resentment to 1t will grow, and the
less the occupying powers will have
room for manocuvre. At the same time,
the US cannot atford to Tose control of
one of the world’s largest oil reserves at
@ time when the world’s supplies are
runnming low. Eventually, the occupying
{orces will have to leave, but the ques-
tion remains as to how much destruc-
tion and human miscry they can wrek
in the meantime. The stronger the [ragi
resistance, not just its military strength
but the strength of the civilian popula-
ton toresist the US/British coalition, and
the stronger the anti-occupation move-
ment in Britain and the US, the quicker
the occupation will end. As at the start
of the war, Britain could hold the key. 1t
the British government is forced to pull
out, that in turn could transform the anti-
occupation movement within the US,
and exacerbate the already constderable
problems that the US military 1s expert
encing with overstretch. WA
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In search of
clearer,
redder
water

Darren Williams explains how
and why Welsh Labour activists
have formed a new rank-and-filc

organisation

Following the defeat of the mincrs” strike
in 1985 and the third consecutive Tory elec-
tion victory in 1987, Nail Kinnock and s
allies suceeeded in trealigning” the Labout
telt, persuading many MPs_councillors and
tracde union burcaucrats who had previousty
supported the Bennite project that it was
necessary to adapt 1o the “new realities” of
British politics. This gave rise to the 1987
89 Policy Review, which serapped muny of
the party's tongstanding policy commil
ments in the name of clectoral expediency.
and prepared the way for the more thorough-
going revisionisim ot Tony Biair
{nresponse (o the first conple of years ol
New Labour in governmient, however, anew
process of realignment began within the
party, which has partiadly reversed what hap
pencd in the TO80s, The *hard” left had been
worn down by a series of defeats over is-
sues like Clse 4, and dinnnished by the
departure of many activists - cither info
demoralised inactivity, on 1o join new left
lormations like the SLP or Socialist Alli
ance. Now, however, it tound that it was able
o work with many activists fromn the "solt’
felt, the centre and even some who used 1o
be considered part of the right of the party:
lonestanding muual suspicions were cast
aside in the name of detending Labour's
post-war achieverents, and any semblance
of parly democracy, against the Blairite of
fensive. Inthe firstinstance, the product of
this rapprochement was simply an electoral
pact for tie purpose of contesting, the NEC
clections: the Centre-1eft Grassroots Al-
liance. More recently, howeverathas seen
the creation of more substantial, campaign-
ing organisations: Save the Labour Party and
the Labour Representation Commiltee
The revivad of the left has taken different
forms in different parts of the British state.
Within the Scottish Labour Party, the Cam
paign tor Socialism (C18) was originally
established to defend Clause 4: it adopted a
newsleuer, The Cirizen, which had emerged
out of the canipaign against the poll tax. The
C1S was, therefore, already well established
when the first Blair government ook of-
fice, and counted among its members a
number of those clected o the Scoliish
Partiament in 1999 - although tew of them
hitve consistently supported o lett political
agenda. Wales is different again. Tere, a
centre lefl organisation  Welsh Labour
Grassrools (WLGY - has come into being
over the Tast [8 months. Popular percep-
tions of Welsh politics mipht suggest that
WI (G is pustung atan open door, yet - as |
will show  1his is a litle wide ot the mark.,

Welsh Labour: left policies
without left-wingers?

Much has been made over the Jast year or
so of the contrasts between the New 1a-
hour policies handed down (tom Westnin-

ster and the more traditional Tabourism
represented by Rhodri Morgan's adiminis-
tration in Cardift — and with some justice.
Welsh schools have naither selection nor
leapue tables nor standard assessment tests
(SATs). The privine seetor has hittle role i
cither education or health. PET has effec
tvely been abandoned, at least centrally, by
the Assembly. Bus travel for pensioners and
the disabled and uccess to museums and gal-
teries are free of charge, NIES preseription
charges are heing phased out altogether.
Free school break Fasts are 10 be made avail-
able to afl schoolehildren. There is a (lim-
ited) student grimt. Most reeently, the As
sembly povernment has published a con
sultation paper, Making the Connections,
which explicitly rejects market competi-
ton and consumer “choiee’ as a hasis for
unproving public services, m favour ol an
alternative model based on collaboration
and partnership. At the same time, it has
betatedly begun the “bontire of the quan-
pos’ promised by Ron Davices several years
apo. Rhodri tamously summed this up in a
specch in December 2002, in which he
talked of patting “clear red water” between
Wales and Westminster.

Alf this might give the impression that the
Welsh Labour Paty as o whole s a bastion
of the felt This, unfortunately, s not the
cuse. Notwithstanding the proud record of
militancy of the Welsh working class, its
political representatives have tended to be
part of the establishment. Three consecu
tive Labour leaders Callaghan, Fool and
Kinnock — represented Welsh constituen-
cies and they rarely faced their toughest
critics ¢lose 1o home, The rank -and-fike
[ abhour lelthas historically been weak within
Wales. Bennism brietly flourished in the
carly 1980s  when there was even o Car-
diff Labour Briefing - but was finudty oul
manocuvred by Kinnock, with leading Tip-
ares tike Ron Davies co-opted into the lead-
ership. In the 20 years ol its existence, the
Socialist Campaign Group has counted only
one Welsh MP among its members: Llew
Smith, whose politics are certainly not con-
sistently Cleft.

The Wales Cammpaugn Group - the “ofli-
cial orpanised left within Welsh Labowr
slogged away (hrough the dark days of the
1990, but declined in size and intluence
and disappeared dtogether at the end of the
decade. Arguably its demise became inevi-
table when it shut down in 1995-97, unable
to take it position on what was then the most
important issue in Welsh politics — the As-
sembly — because of Tlew Smith's oppusi-
tion to anything (hat smacked of ‘national-
ism’.' Al the same time, i new group, Welsh
1abour Action (WLA), was formed to cam-
paign for the strengthening of Labour’s
devolution proposals, seeking to achieve
the same powers and electoral arrangements
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for the Welsh Assembly as had already been
promised 1o the Scottish Parliament. While
many of its objectives remained unrealised,
it made a significant contribution to the
debate around devolution both within and
vutside the party. Politically, bowever, it was
a heterogencous group, united by litle be
yond the commitment 1o sell-government.
Morcover, the clection of the first Assemn-
bly in 1999 saw several of its feuding mem-
bers become part ol the new pohitical es-
tablishment, and WLA too chsappeared.
Consequently. @t the end of the Tirst Blair
government m 2000 by which time dis-
sent within Labour ranks at the British level
had gathered signilicantmomenium  there
was no grassroots lefl body in Wales to turn
members” discontent with New Labour into
organised opposition.

Palace politics

Of course, theie have been numerous polili-
cal batites within Welsh Labour i recent
years, over the policies of the Assciibly, its
future as an institutien and the internal func
tioning ol the party, But these have largely
been Tought out at the fevel of the polincal
burcaucracy (often they remain behind
closed doors, save for gossipy tibits leaked
to the lobby correspondents at the Assem
bly). Kven where there has been significant
rank-and file discontent — as over the deci-
ston (o form a coplition with the LibDems in
October 2000 — ordmary members” views
have been voiced publicly by dissident mem-
bers of the burcaucracy (MPs, AMs, coun-
cillors or trade union offictals), rather than
by activist groups. Al the very most, dis-
contented members have tended (o sound
ol within ufticial party meetings, rather than
building i more permanent vehicle for their
\"‘lL'V\'.\.

The absence, until recently, of an organ-
ised grassroots left has meant that any so-
cialist eritique of New Labour and of the
weaknesses in Welsh Tabour have been
overshadowed by political cleavages that
are not strictly teft right in character. Prin-
cipal among these has been the tension be-
tween the bureancracy and activists, espe
cially in south Wales valleys CLPs, over
the sclection of candidates, The bureauc-
racy 1s charged, as in England and Scotfund,
with itnposing its own preferved candidates
at the expense of Jocal members” ability (o
exercise their democratic choiee. There s
certainly muoch substance in this, examples

being the exclusion {from the F999 List of

Assembly candidates of prominent felt-
wingers such as the Tower Colliery min-
ers'leader, Tyrone O'Sullivan, and the WLA
chair, Gareth Hughes, for blatantly spuri-
ous reasons such s Clack of experience’
The selection disputes that have proven

most controversial, however, have been over

the atempt to ensure gender balance, In

(998, the Welsh Tabour exccutive comiit-
tee adopted the policy of “(winning” CLPs,
introducing joint selection contests that
required that a woman Assembly candidite
be selected in every other constituency.
This policy resulted in the Assembly hav
ing 30 women among its 60 members
which is all the more impressive in view of
the factthat there have only ever been seven
women MPs representing Welsh constitu
encies. At the time, however, twinning was
highly controversial, and by no means all
of its opponents were hardened reaction
aries. My activists who were "left” on pub
e service and economic issucs saw it as
more impartant to defend members” right
10 cleet their own representatives, than 1o
address the exclusion of women from po-
Htical power in Wales. Morcover, the most
voucal opponent of such attenipls to ensure
gender balance has been Llew Smith. When
he announced his intention to retire at the
{fotthcoming peneral clection, Transport
House msisted that his successor in Blacnau
Gwent would be chosen from an all-women
shortlist. Tlew  predictably — denounced
this as an attempt to impose a Blairite
woman rather than a local left-winger, who
might just happen (o be aman. tle and the
constituency's Assembly Member, Peter
Law, led @ boycotl of the selection proc-
ess, which seems 1o have been supported
by the majority ol CLP activists, Mapgie
Jones, a Blairite Unison ofticial and Labour
NEC member, was duly selected - appar
ently confirming Llew's prognosis, Of
course, 4 more robust socialist response
o e issue would bave been to put up a
local, left wing woman against Jones. Any
iddea that no such person could be found in
wsupposedly active, left-wing CLP could
hardly have been credible.

Llew’s “tett” eredentials, and the bureauc-
racy’s high-handed approach to the issue.
have allowed him to represent the support-
ery - anyv suppotters — of all-women
shortlists as the right wing, which is palpa-
bly false. Others, however, who share his
views on this issue but not, say, his support
lor re-nationalisation, do not even bother
to cast the issue in such terms: rather, they
see a4 remote leadership of metropolitan
sophasticates in Carditf using undemocratic
means o Toist their trendy liberal-feminist
dogima on the common-sense, valleys work
ing class activists. This is almost a Daily
Mail worldview, but the situation is not
helped by the failure of Rhodr et al to ree-
ognise that the argument for positive ac
tion to altuck gender incquality — while it
may have been won within the liberal intel
ligentsia in the 1960s, und in the metro-
potitan Labour left in the 1980s  still has
1o be patiently argued for within sections
of "OId Labour™. (The issuc ts unlikely to
yo away, as Peter Taw has threatened o

standd as an independent parbiamentary can
didate ugainst Maggie Jones, It he does, he
will automatically be expelled from the
party  and {rom the Assembly Labour
group, thereby reducing Labour's represen
Lation from 30 to 29 of the 60 seats, and
thrcatening the demise of Rhodi Morpan's
administration.)’

Red or pink water?

The fuilure on the pait of sume Welsh ~Old
Labourites’ o sce Rhodr as much better
than Tony Blair may be partly duc 1o the
fact that he initially scemed (o promise lit
e that would make a material difference
to their lives. His development of “Welsh
Labour’ as a current politically distinet
from New Labour was inittally associated
with constitutional/demaocratic — rither than
social and ceonomic — issues: the right to
pursuc a distinctive Welsh agenda, ruther
than & clear idea of the substanee of such
an agenda.’

Although several of Welsh Labour's flagp-
ship policies were tntroduced earty in
Rhodri’s premiership, it was more tha two
years alter his ousting of Alun Michacl be-
lore he publicly suggested that there was a
coherent, social democratic philosophy
behid his povernmental programime. o
retrospeet, 1 1s difficult to know how fur
such o philosophy preceded the conerete
policies, and how tur Welsh Labour was
‘making itopas it went afong. Either way,
the nmediate mpetus for the “elear red
water” speech was surely the need to dis-
tance Welsh Labour from the Blur govern-
ments policies o avoid another disaster in
the 2003 Assembly clections.?

Maorcover, the focus of the Welsh Labour
project has subsequently been very much
on “bread and butter' tssuces (the exception
this vewr has been the debate wound the
Richard Commission on the Assembly’s
powers and clectoral arrangements but
this was establistied at the behestof the Lib
cral Democrats, as part of the coaliton
deal). The fact that pensioners can travel
the length and breadth of Wales by bus with-
out piying a penay, or that NHS prescrip-
tions witl soon be free for everyone - as
they already are for those under 25 or over
60— can only holster Labour’s popular sup-
port. Inmost aspeets of public service, peo-
ple in Wales know that they benefit from a
more supportive and inclusive approach than
tn England  the major exception being
Wales's persistently lengthy NHS waiting
titnes, which have tarnished Welsh Labour’s
image considerably and recently loreed
Rhodri to sack his long-serving Health Min
ister, Jane Hutt,

The members of the Carvdilt cabinet are
pragmatists but, given the choice, they will
penerally take the social-democratic - not
the Blairite - approach 1o any issuc that
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conltronts them, ‘This Kind ol muddling
Aong, sumed with good intentions and
progressive worldview, s abl very well but
it lacks any real (ransfonmative edge. In
short, it is not - and does not pretend 1o he

aroadmap for ocialisim. More mimedi
ately it has no real stiadegy Tor tackling
some ol Wales's real social problems. For
example: while unemployment is officially
lower than it has been for 30 vears, there is
masstve Chidden unemplovimenr’, particu-
lurly i tormer heavy-industrial oeas like
the Rhondda, where many thousands - pre-
domimanly middle-aged men - have given
up looking for work. Part of 1the problem is
that the scope Tor radical poliey-making s
seriously constrained by the Asscmbly's
limited powers and by the neo liberal in
climations of Welsh Labour’s walchiul big
brother in Westmmster, Rhodrt's stritepy
[or exempting Wales from Blatrism is 1o
plead Welsh exceptionalism differeni
probleins require ditferent solugons™ - and
hope that Blage won't smell ideological
unorthodoxy and start clamping down. Yet
atruly radical programme for Wales would
require o direet challenge to Blaie - not
feast o demand extra powers lor the As-
sembly. Rhodei's unwiltingness 1o take this
approach strengthens the need for an or
ganised, rank and-file left within Welsh
[ abour —a need that Welsh Tabour Grass-
FOOLS s 1o meet,

Rebuilding the Welsh Labour
left (almost) from scratch

WG owas established on an ad hoe basis in
the sanuner of 2003 by handtul ol key
Jeft uctivists from Swanseir and Candift, 1t
wits o response both to the unprecedented
unity of Labout's lett and centie ar a Brie-
sh level, inopposition 1o Blairisim, and 1o
the recognition that Rhodri's invocation of
‘lear red water” had opened up a debate in
which Welsh soctalists could intervene,
After gradually accumulating @ network of
suppotters oves the next lew months, WG
raised its prolite at the 2004 Welsh Labowr
conference. On the conference floor, it at-
tempted (albeit unsuccesstully) o demog
ratse conference standing orders: on the
frinpe.itheld ajoint mecting with Save the
Labour Party, addressed by the Triction

Dynamex stnkers and by two members of

the Welsh Assembly povernment (with two
more i the audience). By the time of the
proup’s lormal Lwnch, atits inaugural AGM
in October 2004, 11 had established a clew
centre-left apenda, 1o which activists from

some 11 CLPs across Wales had re-

sponded. The plittorn at the AGM con-
sisted of: John MeDonnell MP, bringing
fraternal prectings from the Campaign
Ciroup and the Labour Representation Com
mittee: Gower MP Martin Caton. probably
Wales™s most consistently socialist parlia-

mentarian; the Assernbly deputy health min-
ister. John Griffiths AM; Stevie Stevenson,
aleading Lay ofticial of the TGWU L and two
veteran lett-wing members of the Welsh
Labour Exccutive, Fran Guiffiths and
former MEP Dai Morris. The mecting
passed lwomotions - one pledging to work
wilh the rest of Labour's centre-left. und
the other committing WLG 1o tackle o
broad range of political issues (see box).

The task now facing WG is to re-estub
fish o cohesive socialist current in Welsh
Fatbour politics. positioning itself as a et
cal friend 1o the social-democratic leader
Ship winde also reaching out to a rank-and-
Lile  membership that  often feels
margmahsed. Bomust be able o add depth
1o Rhadei’s “clear red water ', defending the
break from New Labour and argumg lor o
stll bolder. more decisive tarn This can
only suceced il it involves activating amuch
broader section of the party membership.
There is a Jarge potentiad base in Wales tor
O more progressive, egalitarian and
collectvist alternadive to New Labour, hut
much of it consists of people who have lost
the habit of doing anyvihing mere tha ern
g2 up to meetings — or who never acqguired
more dynamice habits o the Liest place.

A bip obstacle (o suceess, however, s the
demaocrane deficit withim the party, which
isas great a problem tn Wales as in Eng-
land, excluding members from any real say
i democratic decision making: or policy
formation. In addition to the constrnints
imposed by the “Partnership in Power’
process, there is the probubition of contem
porary resolutions on anything other than
devolved or sdnmimistrative issues. Thus, al
the 2003 Welsh Labour conference, five

motions on the then-impending lrag war
were ruled out of order (as foreign policy is
non devolved), preventing the Welsh 1a-
hour Party [rom even talking about the one
isste of obvious concern (o everyone in the
world — Wales included ® At the fotlowing
vear's conference, o rule change submitted
by WLG supporters, which would, if passed,
have retaxed thes restricton, was itself
1uled out ol order by the Standing Orders
Committee - a truly Kalkaesque develop
ment. Equally ridiculous was the Seprem-
her 2004 special conference o discuss Ta-
bour’s response (o the Richard Commis-
sion report: delepates from all over Wales
travelled to Cardaff, where the only ilem
on the agenda was a single document, pre
sented by the leadership on a take-it-or-
leive-it basis,

Despite such frustrations, WLG mem
hers have become increasingly confiden
about our ability 10 take the imtiative and
begin o set the pohitical agenda within
Welsh Labour. A further attempt 1o open up
the conference agenda will be made at thes
Muarch's Welsh Fabour conference in Swan-
seil, and WL supporters ae also parsuing
a number ol contemporary resolistions:
opposing housing stock transter, defending
public services, challenging the BNP and
improving the political representatron ol
black and Asian people. We iy not win all
the battles, but we will at least cosare that a
clear socnlist voice s heard. 1o the fight
aganst Blairism, the Welsh Fabour eft s
already punching above its weight
NOTES
"R wis not (e ondy oceasion when Tlew
Snuth has been l'L‘.\pUlI.\-il)ll' tor “disorgamising’
the Welsh Laboor [eft. In November 1998,

our preorities shiowld include:

of Palestinian ictfugees;

and fuscisim;

and its people:

Motion passed by Welsh Labour Grassroots AGM

Welsh Labour Grassroots aims o pursue a broad range of issues and campaigns that
will contribute to our objective of a democratic socalist society, In the [irst mstance,

* Support tor the anti war movement and for an end to the oceupation ol hag;
* Support fora justand fasting solution to the problems of the Maddle East, including
the establishment of @ viable and democratic Palestinian state and the right of return

* Pracucal solidanty with movements of workers, indipenous peoples and the poor
throughout the world, support for a fair and democratic world tade systemy, and 1or
an internationalism not based on capitalist globalisation;

* Opposition o all forms ol privatisation and commodification of public services,
including PELand housing stoek transfer:

* Solidartty with refugees and asylum seekers, and opposition to all {forms of racism

* Support lor a strengthening of the powers of the Assembly. to enable 1t to pursue
more cftectively policies to address Wales's social and cconomic problems;

* Promaotion ol amore equal and iclusive Welsh polities, in which women, and black and
Asian people are represented a every level, and in which no-one s disadvantaged by
race. gender, age, disability, religion, nationality, language or sexual onentation,

» The democrtisation ot the struciures of the Welsh Labour Pacty, in which the
Welsh conference is abte to debile and take decisions over all issues affecting Wales

* Protection of health, the environment and animal weltare.
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Blacnau Gwent and Meohyr ‘Tydht CLPy,
probably at Llew’s instigation, called a mecting
i Ebbw Vale to establish a "Campaign for
Fabous Party Democracy 1n Wales™ A minbe
ol tssues were cilec in the letter coireulated to
publicise the event, including the undemocratic
praciives involved in the selection of
candidates tar both the Assembly and the
turopcan Parlinnent. Although this was anly
I8 months into the New Labour goverament,
the call obvionsly struck a chord, as some 80
activists turned up, lrony all over Wales

Morcover, the discussion revealed o wide
spectium of politieal views and a disparate set
ol grievances. There was clear potential for &
signilicant rank and-file body, vet Llew seems
10 have been jittery about s own inabihty 1o
sel the apenda for such a large and polilically
diverse group. e showed little interest o
hutlding on the success of the initial meeting,
and within a month or two the imtative had
been wonnd up. Readers from outside Wales,
who may be famibar with Plew’s record as a
lell-wing backbench MP, may well be
surpriscd by this. [t should, of course. be
acknowledged that Liew is o sincere and
principled person, who has campaigned
tirelessly against the Trag war, ax well as
previous examples of impenatist aggression,
and who has been arehable friend ol workers
i shisgele. Nevertheless, s conception of
‘socialism® s o very particular and
iciosyncratic one, and he shows hittde toleranee
tor those who differ with him over any 1ssue
that hie considers important, however sinceire
tieir owi views.

“Another ngh profile bust-up over all-women
shottlists is getting underway iy Newport Fast,
tollowing the retrement of its Thatchente

urmed Blainte MP, Alan Hlowarth. This case
again provides backing tor the Flew Stnth view
that attemnpts to ensure pender balance are i
cover tor the machinations of the Blaities,
this time because Welsh Labour genceral
seeretary, Jessicia Morden - who comes front
nearhy Cwmbran - is hopimg to be selected for
the senl,

YThis has allowed right-wingers like the Blairie
AM Huw Lewis 1o employ (quile cymically)
the Einguage of “social justice’ and even “class’,
counlerposimg ths to the “erypto-nationalist
tubbish® (incredibly, a direct quole lram one of
Lewis’s speechesy ol a "Welslagenda®

lhis tacue appewed o sueceed: in 2003,
Labour won hack key seats like the Rhondda,
Islwyn and Tlanelli, which PLhod Cymro had
captured in 1999 [romcally. bowever, tewer
people actually voled Labour in the “victory ol
2003 than in the “disaster” of Touar yeis canlier.
PPlaid generally sulTered more than Labour from
the reduced turnout (from 46 to 38 per cent of
the electorate) - althought lost tar less ground,
m historicat terms, than most commentators
imagined. Sce Bd George's compelling analysis
in ‘Murky Brown Water', Workers Action
No0.22, Summer 2003,

" Ihis was despite the fact that the motions

were conched in ternns of the Jikely impact ol

awar on Wales (1 ¢, budgaet cuts to pay for the
war, heightened ethnic and religious lensions,
increased risk of terrorist attacks). WA

Party or
single-issue
campaign?

A year on from the Respect
coalition’s founding conference,
Neil Murray assesses what
progress has been made in
building a party to the left of
Labour

In the wake of his welcome viclory over
the Daily Telesraph i the hibel court at
the beginning ot BDecember, George Gal
loway announced that he would be con
testing the parliamentary seat of Bethnal
Green and Bow {or Respect at the nest
veneral election.

In aselt, this ks no preat surprise: it hid
been tHagged up lor months. However, i
has to be asked why Galloway should
choose Lo stand in Bethnal Green and Bow
rather than Glusgow - where he s omr-
rently an MP - or against Blair himself or
one of his war supporting mingsters.

Having heen expelled by the Labouwr
Party bureancracy essentially [or his op-
position o the war, then either ol these
two options would secem to be the best
opportunity to show that tus position s
more popular than that ot the warmongers.
While Qona King, the sitting Fabour MP
i Bethnal Green and Bow, is a supporter
of most things Blairtie, including the war,
she is hardly as enthusiastic about these
as many olhers.

Galloway's declaration says o lot about
the nature of Respect, it not about his be-
liet that he has aright to e 1ich carniges
ol our ¢lected representatives. [n the elec-
tons to the Faropean Parliament and
Greater London Assembly in June 2004,
Respect ciune top of the poll in Bethoal
Green and Bow, It has since won a coun-
cil seat there and outpolled Labour inan-
other (although this meant that the Tories
waon their tust-ever seat on Tower Ham-
lets Councl),

Targeting the Muslim vote
Bethnal Green and Bow, with its large popu-
Lion of Bangludeshits, has one of the high
est proportions of Muslims ol any con-
stituency in the country. In fact, there is a
very close correlation between Respect’s
clection results around the country and
the proportion of Muslims present in the
constilueneies in question.

Outside arcas where there is a concen
tration of Muslims, its vote has not been
signiticantly higher than that achieved by
the Sociahist Alliance on previous occa-
sions.

This, in itsclt, is not very surprising.
While opposition to the war in Iraq is high
among the population i general, itis par
ticularly hard felt by Muslims, who sce 1t
not just as @ war over oil and controt of
the region, but also as a war aganst Islam,
a feeling reinforced by statements by the
likes of Bush about “crusades’, and the
treatment suflered by Muslims under vari
ous “security” measures in Britam and the
us.

However, it is one thing to recognmse
this perception and to solidarise with
Muslims against repression, i is quite
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another 1o forego an attiempt o wm ove
working class Muslims to socialisim in
Lnvour ol a cross class “community” ap-
proach, wliuch is what Respeet has been
domy

Leatlets have been produoced i elections
describing Respect as “the panty for Mus

s Yvonne Ridley, one of Respeet’s star

rectuits, bias fikened the Taliban (o the In-
ternational Brigades that fought against
Franco’s forces i Spain.

Respect has said that sl only stand
m o hmited number of seats in e pen
eral clection — those where 1t can expect
arcasonable result owall hardly be s
prise it the magority of these seals are
ones where there is a large Muslion popu-
lation.

Self-censorship

Respeet’s st conference, over the week-
end of October 30-31 evealed some of the
problenis of this communalist approach.
About 70 per cent ot the delepates were
members ol the Socialist Workers Party,
undderlinmg the problem that has dogged
albattempts to form a new party 1o the lelt
ot Lubour in recent years: an sability o
attract signiticant numbers ol those nol
already commited Lo Far lett organisations,
ln the absence ol real forees argaing, fora
watering down ot its pohcies, the SWP did
the job itselt, claiming that clear socialist
policies would deter such Torees from join-
g, Thus it argued against - and voled
down  motions calhig for an “open hor
ders” policy on muniigiation, republicanism,
the mote principled motions on abortion
rights (because they would ahenate ant
abortionists) and cven amotion aboul get
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ang nd ol multi natonal corporations and
dismantling monopoly capitalism. This fal
ter motion was opposed by Lindsey Ger
man, who said: "Respect is more than just
socialists. and so dismanmtling the appara
Lus of monopoly capitalism would be go
ing oo far and would alienate people.”
Whao the people we who would be alien-
ated by such apolicy remained a mystery,
A motion demanding that elected repre
senlatives should only tike a “workers”
waee” wins desaribed as “too extreme”.

Perbaps the oiost telling debate was
arontd a0 motton allirming than “Respect
15 o secnlar orgranisation” Chiris Bansbery
of the SWI opposed s, saying that in
all bis yewrs i the movement he had never
been asked 1o vore on such a motion. Per
haps no one had thought it necessary be
fore now.

Disdain for internal democracy
The SWEPand Respeet’s antitde 1o demaoc-
racy and serions debate was on full dis
play atthe conference. The SWP went out
o its way to ensure Respect branches did
not electdelegates who would be (oo entr-
cal.or put forwird motions they didntlike
although they could not come up with
arguments against motions bemy put il
ey had the support of 20 members.

Much of the conlerence was aken up
with workshops, with time for motions so
mited that 1t was only possible 1o luve
one speaker for and one agamst Many
motions were reinitied under pressure from
the organisers. A proposal for a members’
discussion bulletin was defeated, as was
onc onthe tight of sell-organisation within
Respect tor oppressed groups. This got
larcical whenamecling was then cadled of
Muslimnembers of Respeet!

A motion [rom Socudist Resistance ar-
cutng for the right of platforms within Re
spect anght which the SWE takes advan
tage of iside the Scottish Sociadise Party)
was deleated and the mover, RMT nulitant
Cirey Tucker, rewarded for his pains with
accusations of being o vite sectarian, de
spite the tact that he and his organisation
have been enthusiastie supporters ol Re
spect.

This disdain for democracy resolted in
two members wha had pat themscelves for-
ward for clection to the Respect execu-
tive  John Nicholson from Manchester
{who had been on the interim executive)
and Kath Owen (rom Yorkshire — notonly
withdrawing their nominations, but re-
segnng from Respect in disgust.

Could Galloway be hedging his
bets?

Lo o rather bizarre intervention soon alter
hus Libel victory, Galloway told the Scot-
tish Meul on Sunday that he would dearly

like to contest the next Scottish parlia-
mentary elections for Respect i 2007, Pre
viously, Galloway has ruled out standing
in Scotland, partly because he could not
be sure of winning & Westminster seat in
Gilasgow again because of constitueney
boundary changes, along with the fact that
his constituency activists, who supported
him against the witch hunt, nevertheless
refused to feave the Tabouwr Party with him,
and partly because, although he does not
agree with the SSP on key issues. he has
not wanied to contlict with them.

Respeet has piven support 1o the SSP,
and the SSI has reciprocated. However,
the SSP s currently oy thiough dilli
culties, with Tonnny Sheridan, their mos
hipgh profile MSPE, having stood down as
leader. Pechaps Galloway is looking uhead
— it he does not manage o win in Bethnal
Circen and Bow in the general election,
he would have a good chance under pro-
portional representation of winning i scat
i the Scontish pachiament. His interven
tion has caused consternation m the ranks
ol the SSPowhich is demanding clariflica
ton from Respect.

Another dead end

Cralloway nught win Bethnal Green and
Bow; he certamly starts with arcasonable
base of support i the constituency. Of
course, a general election is mare pokbir
ised than the European or Greater Ton-
don elections, with support tendimg o o
cos on the maen parties, although victory
for a protest or special interest pary
which is essentially what Respectis —can-
net be ruled oat, as was shown by the “de-
fead the doca) hospital against closure’
candidate in Wyre Forest in 2001, Things
will also have oved on - one way or an
other in lrag by then, and Galloway can-
not be sure feelings will be running as high
as they were in June 2004,

He miught also split the vote setticiently
10 allow the Tores or Liberal Demociats
towin, an outcome to which he seeims in
different Galtoway, the SWPand Respect
have consistently put setf promotion
ahead ol any stradepre view of taking ihe
movement forward, as when Respeet in-
sisted on standmg against left Labour can-
didate Locy Anderson for the Camden and
Barnet scat on the Grewer London Assem-
hly, despite Anderson winning the support
ol the RMT.

Whether or not Galloway wins Bethnal
Gireen and Bow, or goces on to challenge
lor a place in the Scottish Parliament, Re
spect fooks destined to be yet another in
a long line of failed attempts 1o bypass
the fact that the Labour Party continues
(o retain support among the working class.
Carving out support among one minorily
communily is no answer. WA
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Domestic violence

he crime
that goes
unheard

Louisc Whittle

In the sunumner edition of Safe. the Wom-
en’s Aid jouinal, there was a Home Ottice
report by Professor Sylvia Walby, who
says that up o hatl of all BK women have
experienced domestic violence atsome time
in their Hves, The official accounts ate
based on a lower estitate,

‘The tindings make gritn reaching and whai
is apparent t me is that they are the tip of
the iceberg. Thirty one per cent of women
survivors of domestic violenee had not told
anyone ather than the sutvey ahout their
experience. The police were informed in
only 23 per cent of cases of domestic vie-
lence o women. Reasons Jor not inform
ing the police ineluded believing the inci
dent was oo trivial (41 per ceat) and that
reporting it would only increase the vio
lence (seven per cent). When the police
were indeed imtormed they wirested the
perpelrator in 21 per cent of cases, butin
29 par cent ol cases the perpetrator was
cither not found, not spoken to, not ar
rested. or not sent to court (Sylvia Walby
ancl Jonathan Allen, Domestie Violence,
Sevual Assault and Stalking: Findings
fromt the British Crime Survey)

The readity is that domestic violence is
stidl acrime which poes unheard. The stere-
atypes and myths sustounding domestic
violence are sull ficndy enteenched within
this socicty. The oflicial statistics say U
ane i four women experience domestic vio-
tence over thoir lifetime and ten per cent
sufler domeste violence ina grven year
(Council of Europe, 2002y, Probably the
mostappalling statistics o allare that two
women iweek are killed by their current or
[ormer pautners, that nearly 22 peccent of
violent erimes reported are domestic vio-
lence, and that no other form of violent
crime has such a high rate of repeat vie
timisation as domestic violence (Home Of
fice 2002). In a study by Shelter, 40 per
cent of all homeless women stated that do-
mestic violence was the reason for their
homelessness (Shelter, 2002).

I"m sure thadt readers of this article will
know of somcone whe has expericnced, or
is stitl experiencing, domuestic violence. 1
know a number of women who have sut-
lered domestic viodenee and 1) too, have
cxperienced it It s harder (o encounter
someone who has never known domestic
violence in their lives. I is a fact of Tife and
[act which is sall hidden.

The number of tmes Thave heard people
say things such as “Why decsn’t she
leave?”, Does she enjoy it really?”, *She
nust have done something’, and so on.
As Dee Dee Glass argues, “The real gues.
tion we should be asking is: how on carth
do some women nanage o leave? Why
do we never ask that question?”!

Indecd. how do some women feave when
everything is stacked against them? The

threat of Nading themselves honmeless, o
ot facing financial problems, deprivation
andd problems with childeare, social pres
sures from family and friends, the promise
that fic will “change his behaviour™ 1t
not as simple and stragphtforward as some
wortld have us believe,

The historical context

While rescurching this article [eame across
vatious texts and atticles wiitten by women
histotians on the history of domestic vio
lence. There s very Hitle docwmentary in-
formation regarding domestic violence i
medieval times. This cettinnly does ol
mean it never happened; the most likely
explanation is that “certain kinds of domes
tic physical conflict were not delimed as
wrongdoing™

By the time of the Early Modera Penod,
there 1s fuller documentation {rom various
cwvil and religious courts regarding domes-
te violence. As Susan Dwyer Amussen
points out, ‘this testimony reveals much
more aboul attitudes toit, and also the re-
sponses of neighbours, family and
fricnds”.”

She states that the tanialy was more un-
der public scrutiny, and that neighbours
and friends intervened 10 they witnessed
domestic violence and sometanes encour
agred wornen to take their case o the courts,
where instead of justice they were usually
persuaded into going for mediabon” where
the Tocat church played arole. Aguin there
is meh contradictory evidence on how
domestic violence was understaod and
perceived. There was opposition to it and
public intervention to try o stop i, yel
mediation was the way o solve marital
discontent”,

What Amussen argugs is that as the fam
ily becamie tnore privade, wornen were foreed
torely onan ideotopy of individual respecet
and love for their protection - anideology
certainly no more refiable than community
mntervention” !

By the 18th and 19th centuries there was
ashiftin ideology regarding the family. As
Iinda Gordon says, ‘male supremacy is not
the total, undifferentinted and predictable
tyranny of men and helplessness ot women
hut rather the complex series of struggles
and nepotiations which are historically
specific’.” The shift was that the family had
hecome aprivate affaicand whata man did
was his own business, Woluen were piven
protection in exclunge for their obedience
and patriarchal ideas continued 10 ourssh,

Legislators attempled  criticise wile-
beaters as working class brutes to deflect
[eminist challenges 1o [patriarchy ], . and
deed wonen's and working class men's
cluim to citizenship’.” For example, Joha
Stuart Mill wrote in tus book The Subjec-
tion af Women that domestic violence wus
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exclusively aworking cliss problen and
shunned any attempt 1o recogmise domes-
tie viedenee m the nuddle clisses, Another
writer, Frances Power Cobbe, wiote in 1878
that “the dangerous wile beater belongs
almost exclusively (o the artisan and -
bowing classes'.”

Many women didn’t press charges
against violent hushands because they
were cconontically bound to them. [from
reading some ol the testimonies from this
periad it appears that many women blanmed
themselves and mternalised their oppres
sion. One woman, Sarah New, testificd in
court that her bushand, William, didn’t
mean o hurt her Instead of seppoitng
and empowermg women to frght for jus-
tiee. 19t century legiskators decided tha
prosecatingr violent husbands should he
tihen out ot women's hands = though pros
ccutions of wny kind for domestic violenee
were stll frowned npon. Again, mediation
was offered as an option for women,

At the sume time. nuny women chal
lenged patriarchal kleology and demanded

Justiee. T eost them nueh to defy the sta-

tus qquo, Cthese women who experienced
male oppresston at its most bratal and re
fased to submit

What strikes me is that the politicat ide
ology shifted and patriarchy and capital-
sy became intertwined. It was fashionable
to helieve that it wis o working class male
phenomenon, but domeste vielence tran-
scends class.

Reactions to domestic
violence

Some years ago, witnessed a women be
ing beasten by aoman on the Underpround.
L don™t wunt to make assumptions aboul
who that man was, but the fact that no
body other than myselt intervened wor
ricd me deeply. People walked past her as
she was erying and with her tace swollen,
yet nobody stopped. Indeed, people
looked stringht through her as if she didn’t
eXist.

I couldn™¢ have forgiven mysell #71 had
left the woman in that state, which s the
reason why Dintervened, I was appalled
by the behaviour of those people hurrying
by with thenr heads down and nagining
that this wasn't happening, and [ was prob
ably remembering my own experience. Thad
(0 help her.

Why didn’t those other people helprher?
The BBC miterviewed 1,020 adulis aged
between 18 and 25 for their Hining Home
season of programmes in February 2003,
Seveaty-cipht per cent of respondents,
both male and Temale, stated that they
would contiet the RSPCA it a dog was
bemy mastreated et only 53 per cent of
the same sample saed they would contat
the police ifa woman wis being nustreated.

And one in five voung men and one inten
young women think that abuse or violence
against woren is acceptable (Zero Toler
ance Charttable Trust, T998). There™s a para-
dox tn people’s response 1o domestic vio-
[ence: they seem o condemn 1t huat also
turm away when s happenig in front ol
them.

Wlhien makmg her documentary Partners
in Crime: Policing Domestic Violence, Dee
Dee Glass came up agaunst an aggressive
detective who told her that domestic vio
lenee was not read police work ™. She asked
him why he thought that, and he said it
wils aowaste of resowmrees T was walking
down the street and a stranger broke my

Jaw,you'd happily arvesthim and see him

charged with GBH, <he said to lam. “But .
ity hosband did 11, you wouldn't be
bothered.” The detective readily agreed.”

That was back in the ciphties, Have
thinps changed iuch .o oratall? In 1999
Womenspeak, an imternet questionnaire
project organised by the AH Pacty Parlia-
mentary Croup on Domestie Vielence,
Women's Awd and the Hansard Socicety,
cave survivors of domestic viofence a
chance 1o put forwaed therr views. Over 90
per cent of the women interviewed who
had come into contact with the Crnvinal
Justice System sard that they didn "t receive
an adequate response. The police don’™t
pereeive domestic violenee as aserious
crime and the courts do not ofter adequate
protection. Also, the ek of lepal aid s o
sertous obstacle to women pursuing then
cases in the courts.

Another interesting piece ot research,
which concentrated on how the police wre
organised internally o provide i service
dealing speailically with domestic violence,
wis published in 199K, Tt tound that detim-
tions of domestic violenee differed from
force 1o locce: that line management of
domestce violence oftlicers differed: thi
there wits no standard maodel tor the do-
mestie violence officer; that forees lcked
asystematic approach to the management
ol information relating to domestic vio-
lence incidents: and that previous in¢i-
dents ol domestic violence were not passed
on torelevimtolticers. (Joyee PlomikotTet
al, Policing Domestic Vielence, Home OF
lice, 1998)

Recently the Domestic Violenee, Come
and Vicuns Acthecamie law, The measures
mclude a strengthening of the powers ot
the police and the courts to enable them (o
respond more elfectively 1o domestic vio
lenee. However, orpanisations such as
Women's Aid belicve it doesn™ po
cnough. They, along with Southall Black
Sisters, lobhied the povernment over the
fact that this piece ot legislation doesn’t
change the law to make sure that funily
courts grant safe child contact with vio-

lent parents after separation, with manda-
tory risk assessinents and supervised con-
taet centres.

There should be equal access to justice
lor all wonmen regardless of thete inmigra
Hon sttus: woren experiencing domestic
violence who are subject to immigration
control cannot [eave to get to a place of
safety as they have no right to state ben-
cliis. Not only are they up against the rac
ist imnigration laws, but this is com
pounded by the sexism they face. The other
probiem fuced by black women is puolice
racism, which s institutionalised. (South
Black Sisters, from Homebreakers 1o
Juilbreakersy

Organisation which campaign on the
question of domestie violenee have catled
for the tollowing measures: long-termn pub-
lie funding of refuges; aceess Lo informa
GO SCEVICES 1 Cvery Community: proper
triming of all professionals: domestic vio-
lence 1o be seen as a eriminal offence: -
mediate aecess (o emergency housing:
support, including cmotional support, for
women (0 be paid for by the state; o na-
tionwide education progrannne forchildeen
about domestic violence. (See Safe 2002)

Marxists should support these demands,
We have wduty to ight against all forms ol
oppression and violenee within the famtilv.

A dedication
Linally, I would like to dedicate this article
to my wonderful driend Dee Dee Glass
(1418 2004), who died ot complicatons duc
Lo leakaemia last autumn. She made one of
the first documentaries on domestic vio
lence in the carly seventies when she
stayed at Chiswick women’s refuge. He
work retlected her polines and her desire
to expose mjostice and oppression. She
wis a Marxist and a commitred feminist.
She was o comrade and a toend, and one
hetl of a courageous woran, whor 1 niss
deeply.

Louisetentinistatraol.com
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Acts of god
...and
man

Laurence Barrett looks at the
response ot Western
governments to the Asian
tsunami

There Tave been two Kinds ol response to
the A<t tsunami. There has been the e
sponse of millions of working peopke who
have been maved by the death, destrue
tion and tweat ol discase caused by the
tsunami to give or Lo raise moncey. Because
of the ime of year, and because, according
(o surveys, working class people give pro-
portionately more of then incorme to chal -
ity than the rich, this 1s moncey the donos
can probably it atford. Although under the
superviston of tmfluential charioes such as
Orxcbam, this response has been Largely spon-
tancous, reflecting the compassion und
sohdarity felt towards the victims,

‘Big hearted Britain™, a phirase from one
ot the tabloids, suims up nieely the blend
of hypocrisy and selt-satistfaction that has
charactersed the “oflicial” response. This
has Tocussed on the tatalities among the
relatively wealthy tourists far more than
on the 200,000 plus Indonesians, Sy
Lankans, tndians and Thars who tost their
lives. And when this oflicial response fres
dealt with the Asian victims, 1t has olien
tahen the form ol a grotesque contest be
tween newspapers, celebrities and govern-
ments, with cach trying to owtdo the other
i the size ol their donations. More signifi-
canitty, the response 1s being used s o way
ol remtorcing and justitying the rich-poor,
north- south divisions in the world.

The Astan tsunami is a marvellous argu
ment for anyone trying to show that pov-
erty, andt alt that pocs wath it s the resalt
of arcumstances beyond anyone’s con
trol. How can an underser carthquake be
anyone’s Fault? Unfortunately, some peo
pleare unlucky enough to live inan carth-
quatke zone, but when these things hap-
pen from tme to time, the West is on hand
10 put things right.

Will ull the “pledged” aid get delivered?
The chances are that it will not. The carth
quake in Iran and the loods in Mozam
biquie e two recent examples of pledped
aid not betng detivered.

Is the ind, assuming that s delivered,
really that much? The United Nations, and

even some of the notorioosly sular US
media, poured scorn on the paltey $15 miel-
Lon imtiadly oftered by the Bush regime.
shamiing the White House into oflering $35
million, which lor the richest country
the world was stllapitiful sum - consider
ably less than the $50 nullion Bush wae
spending on his inauguration, or the $1
billion per week the US spends on the war
in lrag. Only alter cight days was US wd
increased tentold to a stll relanvely suall
S350 million.

Despate the visibly destructive effects ot
the tsunani, the region’s poverty s not
primarily caused by natural disasters, and
will not be solved by short-lerm atd. Whit
heeps SnLanka poor, Tor example, is the
international tading system that allows the
LIS and the EU to levy nnport dulies of
S2:0 nullion and $77 nullon respectively
on Sti Lankan clothing and textides, For In-
donesta, the corresponding [igures e
$326 mullion and $180 million, Sr Lanka and
[ndonesia are amonyg the countnes bur
dened with crippling debr repayments
Foans lrom the IMI (o countries such as
these have been condittonal on “sirnctural
adfustment’” prograngnes: privatisatton,
and cuts i spendimg on health and educa-
ton. Indosexia speads $25 bithon cvery
year on servicing s foreign deblt, en times
what it spends on healthcare. This s whit
Kitls peopie in poor countries. 10 s this
which, every day. condemns 30,000 chil-
dren throughout the world 1o death [rom
poverty-related ilhesses, and which kills
140,000 people [rom diarrhoca every
month. On these catastrophic, regular,
man-made tsnaamis, the media, with a few
honouruble exceptions, stays stlent. This
1s partly because stories like this posc (oo
many awkwiard questions. Tt is also be
cause they aren’ "news’, just as the death
ol 3.5 nullion people i the civil wass in the
Congoasn’treally "news’. Jeremy Paxman
has teferred to a *hortible law’ of joutnal-
st which meant that 100,000 dead i a
Chinese carthquake equalled 100 dead ina
continental plane crash cqualled two in-
jured i acar erash on the North Circular'

But of course even so called acts of pod
treal people in rich and poor countries dif-
terenty. The tour hurricanes that hit
Elorida in 2004 provoked $13 billion dol
lrs i asd. BEven Puerto Rico, which, unlike
Iionida, was not a swing state, attracted
$38S million as wresult of tropical storm
Jeanne that killed precisely cight people.
In contrast, when in 1972 an curthquake
destroyed the centre of Managua, Nicara-
pua, it never got rebuilt, partly beciuse
the LIS puppet President Semoza siphoned
oft most of the aid money for himself and
his Tamily. The Sandinista government,
which took power in 1979, had 100 many
other priaritics, among them frying to stop

the US-hacked Contras from blowing up
schools aond chinies, wd so to this day
Managua has no centre.,

The Bush regime sees every international
issue through the prism of the so cadled
Swaron terror”, Beowill see the tsunami dis
aster aeapertectopportumty to strengthen
nulitary tes with Indonesia. The neo-cons
are stepping up their elforts to remove re
strictions on aad o the notonousty cor-
rupt and brutal Indonesian armed forees,
which are waging a civil war against sepa
ratsts in Acch, the province where the tsu
namit strock, cynically adopung the vo-
cabulary of the “war on terror”. The Free
Acch Movement reports that the Indone
sian naliary arce using the disaster as a pre
text to po i hard against ‘rebels’™ o Sy
Lanka, many tsummni-allected areas are
Tamil-speakg, and the Liberation Tigers
of Tamilb Lickans bave been orpanising reliet’
work. Tumil leaders complained that the Sn
Lankan government restricted the move-
ments of UN secretary-general Kofi Anman
doring his vesit to the area.

Twenty years ago, the famine i Lthiopia
and Band And were hatled as a turning point
i how the rich world dealt wath ssues of
Famine wand poverty But siee then, sub
Saharan Atnca has got pooreronot just rela-
tively but in some respects absolutely,
Those hoping thit the December tsunanmi
will wct as a catalyst should not hold then
breath. Blair continues to biather on about
Africa being a “scar on the conscience ol
the world”, Brown at least has made spe-
cific proposals: the removal of some tade
barriers 1o allow greater aecess 10 goods
from poor countries (which will be opposed
by Lrance and the USY and debt relief for
poor heavily indebted countries, most ol
which are in sub Saharan Africa, although
they may soos include Sri Lanki.

Specihically, Brown has proposed adebt
moratorimn {or countries affected by the
tsunamt, e has also msisted that this will
not be at the expense of and carmarked for
Alrici Butadebt moratorium will give only
temporary hreathing, space, and New La
bour's record on aid has not been as pood
as they would like us o think. The “ethical
foreign policy” came unstuckh with the sale
of wms o, ronically, Indonesia, and aid
has heen made conditional on privatisa
ton, or as a way of giviag contracis o
Ritish companies.,

Sociabists should be demanding that all
debts owed by affected countries be writ-
tenof [ in fult and at once, and that any aid
granted must be unconditional and with
out strings. Ciiven the rampant corruplion
e Indonesia and the tendency for aid
money to lind its way into the pockets of
the elite, it 1s essential that any aid is dis
ributed by and {or the benefit of the peo
ple of the affected regron. WA
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The
madness of
King
George |l

Nick Davies comments on the
US presidential election

Iearned capitad i the campaign, politi
cal capital, and now Lintend 10 spend it
These few words from the newly fre'-
clected George W Bush spell grin times
ahaid for mitfions of people in the Mid
dle Easto Africa, Ltin America and,
whether they voted for him or not, i the
United States. Aler steahing the 2000
clection, Bush bebaved as i he had the
mandate ol a landslide victory. Now that
he has the popuaby vote, and a negority in
the clectoral college (although the saspi-
cions of widespread feaud in Florida und
Ohio won't go awayh it will be payback
time for the Christian tight and the cor
porations which provided the Bush cam
paren with ity foot soldiers and its money.

With the White House and both Houses
ol Coungress under its control, and with
the power to secure approval for ultia-
ripht nominees to the Supreme Court, the
Repablican Party, under 1is present hard-
right leadership, has every branch of gov-
croment i ats grip. The neo-conserva
(hves, who were being lined up for politi
cad oblivion as scapegoats in the event of
a Republican defeat, have emerged trom
the election steonger than ever, having a
whole planct on which to act out their dan
and  demented  fantasies.
Condoleeszza Rice, who s always prepared
to (el Bush what he wants 1o hear, has re-
placed the neo cons’™ antagonist, Colin
Powell, as Secretary of State. Attarney
Gieneral John Asheroft, best described as
weross between Richard Littiejohn and Tan
Paisley, has also been replaced. but hy
Alberto Gonzales, whose response to i
ternational outrage over Guantinamo Bay
and the rest of the US gulag was to de
seribe the Geneva Conventions as “quaint’
and “obsolete’.

Lerous

The anti-Bush movement

The story of the 2004 United States elee-
tion campaign is fargely the story of two
movements. The efforts of these move-
ments tomobilise their supporters pushed
the turnout up to almost 60 per cent, the
highest sinee 1968, The (irst movement
was the movement to kick out Bush. Some
might question whether or not this wis
“movement” at all Atter all, the people who
voled for the Democratic ticket voted that
way tor many ditferent reasons: in some
cases because of traditional Tovalty to the
Demaocratic Party, or because of John Ker-
ry s Vietnwm war record. Hlowever, millions
ol US citizens made a determined effort o
vote, in many cases (or the first time ever,
and o pet thetr friends 1o vote. because
the prospect of another four years of
Georpge Bush was <o homdying that ab-
stention wis not an ophiion. For some. i
was the war in Trag, along with the lies that
justtlied itand the war profiteering by Re-

publicin Party donors. which drove them
to the polls. For others it was the assault
on civil tiberties that is the Pamot Act, the
threat 1o the right 1o abortion, the trillion
dollar deficit, the tax brestks for the rich at
the expense of the poor, or the Fuet that 45
mithion people are without health inserance,

Onthe whole, it was a combination ol all
these Tactors which prompted millions of
black people, Hispanics, trade unionists
and (he poor - the very people who ofien
don"tvoteatall  tostand in line for hours
Mauny ol thent were not so much voting for
Tobn Kerry as against George Bush, They
knew Kerry's limitations. They did not har-
bour great iltustons in him. Tt is unfortn-
nate that they were Tumbered with him and
with the Democratic Party, but that is where
LIS polities is at the moment: the mid-point
of political debalte is far 1o the right ol Brit
ain Cand even Turther away from that in
France or Germany); intetest group ol eth-
nicity outweighs class: trade union memn-
beeship stands at about 10 per cent: and
working people Tack any independent po-
litteal voice. In these extremely unfavour-
able conditions, millions ol US voters de
cided o make astand. For all its many limt-
Gattons, this was @ positive development,
and socialists shouold see i as such.

Was abstention a viable
option?

Traditionally, the socialise position in US
clechons as I'L‘._al‘.ll'l,l\ the two I»lgj Parhies
has been to abstain, But in this clecthion,
what would that have involved? Staying
at home? Leatleting polling stations ell-
ing people not 1o bother voting? Asking
them effectively o waste their vote on a
soctalist candidate who no one had heard
of 7 As ooway of making sure that sociahists
in the USA are not histened to by working
people in the future, that takes some beat-

Anti-war
contacts

Stop the War Coalition
PO Box 3739, London ES5 8EJ
www.stopwar.org.uk

tel: 07951 235 915

cmail: office @stopwar.org.uk

Labour Against the War
PO Box 2378, London E5 9QU
tel: 020 8985 6597

tax: 020 895 6785

cmail: latw@gn.apc.org
Affiliation/sponsorship of
LATW is £10 for organisations,
£5 tor individuals
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ing. s vital that anindependent workers”
pauty or Labour Party s builtin the USA.
Those who advocate such @ party will
have tar more chance of being lisiened to
i they can show that the concerns of those
voters who wanted to kick out Bush are
their concerns also. They should have been
sitving to those voters (surely the bedrock
ot any futuee US 1 abour Party): “Take you,
we want Bush out, and we'lf help you tiy
to vote hint oul. With yvou, we'll demand
that Kerry pulls the troops out of Trag. re
peals the Patriot Act, and reforms the
healtheare system. but at the end of the
day we don’t think he will, and we think we
need our own party 1o do these things.”

The pro-Bush movement

Unfortunately, the mass movement, il i
can be called that, was matched, at least,
by another movement, which looked it the
Bushrepime and saw that it was good. Nei-
ther the lies, corruption and incompetence
at the heart of the repime. norany number
of books and films by Michael Moore,
made the damnedest bre of difference 1o
those m this movement, who were de

lighted (hat the White House was ocen

pred by someone i their own image. Dorni-
nant in this movementio re-clect Bush was
the religious right. There is atendency in
Furope to underestimate and patronise the
US rehgious right as being eceentric and a
bt wucky. Thisis a mistake. The religious
right 1s a serious political movement, and
an extreme right-wing one at that. Plenty
of US Chrstums [oathe the Bush regime
and, conversely, the eeligious right treats
tormer president Jimmy Carter. a commil

tedl. churchgomg Christian, with contempt.
The noisiest element of the religious right
15 the evangelical Christians, but the cam

pargn to re-clect Bush mobtlised the most
right wing in all religious communities, I
can sately be assumed, for example, that
the Catholies who voted lor Bush were
those who thought Kerry’s support for a
woman's right to choose was a mortal sin,
The religious right is playing a role in US
politics and society similar to that played
by fascism in 20th century Turope, in that
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it mobilises the most reactionary, right-
wing layers of society in an offensive
against the enemies, real or imagined, at
home and abroad, of one fuction of the
raling class, With its ready access 1o TV
and radhio, and scemingly unlimited funds,
the religious right inthmdates. smears and
threatens all those who stand in its way.

The rise of the religious right
The religious right first made its appear
ance as i polineal torce durmg the cold
war, Despite the poarantee n the US con-
stitution of freedont of refigion and free-
dom from religion, the words ‘one nation
under god’ were added to the pledge of
allegtance in 1954, and in 1956 *Tn God We
Trust” becane the nattonal motto. The next
phase of the religious right’s war on US
civit society was in the campaign to cleel
Ronald Reagan in 1979 and (980, which
saw the tounding of Jerry Falwell's Moral
Majority and the drive (o register the pre
viemsly non-vating evangelical Christians,

The end of the cold war and the defeat of

Cicorge Bush senior saw tlhie movement run
tn1o the sand somewhat, only for new de
maons toemerge m the forny ot “liberals™ tan
clastic (erm which scems to encompass
most people who live in cities, and even
secular-nunded members of the Republi-
can Party), the Chintouw presidency and so-
culled ‘Islamic terror”.

When it suits them, Bush and his tol
lowers cast themselves as the political de-
scendants of the Founding Fathers of the
Amercan Revolution, This is surely a
srave injustice to one of the great achicve
nients of the E8th century Enlightenment.
The core of Buslt's support believes, as
does Bush hamself, in the ieral ruth of
the Bible. They would have been given
shott shrift by Thomas Jetferson, who dis.
missed what now appears to be a key fot-
cign policy text, the Book ol Revelation,
as ‘the ravings of i maniac, no more wor-
thy. nor capable of explanation than the
incoherences of our own nightly dreams’.

A well-known part of the religious
right’s strategy is its campaign against
evolutionary biolopy, and for its replace-
ment in schools by the Book of Genesis,
renamed “intelligent design’ to make i
seem like a respectable seientifie theory.
o case anyone helieves that the vast cul-
laral differences within the USA are any-
thing new, back in 1922 ex-president
Woodrow Wilson declared his belief in
cvolution, adding that it surprises me that
al this late date such questions should be
raised’. Only three years Lter, in the fa-
mous Scopes trial, a schoolteacher was
prosecuted and convicted by the state of
Tennessee lor teaching evolutionary bi-
ology and fined $100. Urban Americans
laughed themselves hoarse at the buffoon-

ery of the Tennessee hillbillies, and when
evolution returned to Tennessean schoaol
lexthooks in the carly 1960s, the Scopes
trial was widely regarded as an emmbarrass
ing throwback. Now the hilfhillies. so to
speak, have their man in the White House,
and unlike thetr 1920s counterparts, (hey
have the capacity to blow as all up.

The growth ot the religious iph (s not,
therefore, o pragmatic, short term picee
of clectoral expediencey, tike New 1a-
bour’s targeting of “Worcester wornan™,
The religious right is part of a coalition
butht by the Republican right in a long
term project o move US polites drasti-
cully and irreversibly to the right. As well
as fundamentalist Christiamity, there's
aced for u scealar arm, in the Torm of any
number of well- funded think tanks, pres
sure groups and charitable foundations,
all, i appears, with the car of the White
House.

Science made to serve
business

Where the religious right and the corpora-
tons find commuon ground is tm the prow-
iy harassinent ol scientists and interfer
ence with their work. Obvioos areas tor
such behaviourare Ads, stem cell research,
environmental health and workplace safery,
On global warming. any number of ¢harla-
tan scientists i the pay of the oil and auto
industries have succecded inmaking mif-
liony in the USA believe that the issuc is i
dastardly Turopean plot to sabotage the
LIS cconomy. Officiat government websites
have heen altered to remove material
deemed detrimental o the extreme right or
industry. In a sinister echo of Stalin’s re-
fusal to listen o “bourpems’ scientists,
government committees on, vanously, lead
poisoning in children, environmental pol
lution and public health are being packed
with scientists with hiuks to industry, at
the expense ol independent or erttical
voices. A professor of psychiatry and psy
cholopy was ashed to join the National
Advisory Council on Drug and Alcohol
Abuse, but was then grilled ahout his views
on {aith- based imtiatives, abortion and the
death penalty for drug dealers, and was
asked whethed e voted {or George Bush
He was notippointed. The Bush regimie is
now lunding sexuat health projects which
peddle Fairytates such as HIV can be con
tracted through sweat and tears, condoms
fail to prevent the ttansnassion of HIV in
31 per cent of cases of strajght sexual in
tercourse, and 43-day-old foetuses are able
(o think.

The campaign against ‘big
government’

Crucial for this long 1erm, rightward shitt
is Americans for Tax Reform, the meetings
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ol which invariably melude a representa

tive [rom the White House, Lis ainy is the
abolition ol uixes, particutarly estate laxes
and capial gains taxes, Tt also wants to
see the end of the mintowem wage, headth
and salely regutations, environmental iws
and affirmative action. s in fuvour ot the
privatisation of medicare, education amd
soctal security. Its Ieader, Grover Norquist,
has declared that the intention 1s 1o “cut
sovernment, ., down to the size where we
can drown 1t in the bathtub’. The motiva

tion 1s not merely the rich person’s radi-
tonal drritation with paying taxes.
Norquist™s i, appatently, s o reduce
povernment revenue, cutting ol funds to
the tterest groups that represent Demo

cratie Party voters. As tellow ubtra-rightist
David Horowilz hus putat: “The goad is not
e refule your opponent’s arguments, but
o wipe him oft the face ol the carth ™ This
task s made all the casier by the numerous
rudto and TV stations peopled by poison-
ous right wing extremists such as Rush
Limbaugh, Bill O Reifly and, possibly the
most deranged of the lot, Aan Coulter, re-
peating over and over again thad taxes and
"big covernneent” equals the Soviet Hnion,
ltherals are un-American, and environimen-
LalISts are “eeo-1erronnts”,

Democrats have no answer to
the right-wing onsiaught

The Democratic Panty cannot cope with
this. While the Republicins are treating
polittes ws a0 wan, the Democrals teeat it
merely as a debate. Take, Lor example, a
“values® issue such as gay marriage which,
from the Republican point of view, wis i
brlliant way ol takmy w margial issuc,
making 1t hig, iwobilising i1s base on i, and
wrong looting the Democrats. The Demo-
crats could either go along with it, but with-
out it being “their issue’, and tun the risk
of alienating thewr hibecal supporters, orop
pose it and face a mauling by the ripht-
wing attack dogs. On other issues, such
as tax. it's the satme. While the Democrals
are stl chasing the middle ground of vor
ers, as 18 the case i most European clec-
tions (and used to be the case in the USA),
the Republican Paity has found. and is
mobitising, a new base onits right, and so
is shilting the politteal mid-point [urther to
the right all the thime. The point is not to
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teel sorry for the Democratic Party tor the
bind it is in. As one of the two big parties
ol LIS capital, itis meapable of mounting o
consistent attack on the Republican agenda
or of appealing to US workers on aclass
basis. And it cannot challeage the corpo
rauons hecause i depends on corporate
donations.

The Republcan leaders are no longer
prepared to play the civibised, bourgeos
democratic gume with the Democeratie
Party. Il the mobitisation of the Republi-
can buase had not been enough to win the
clection, fraud and intimidation would
have been employed. I the Republicans
had lost, Kerry's administration would
have been bulfeted by attiacks on its fe-
vittniacy from day one.

What's wrong with America?

The aintol the Republican Party is the weak-
cming of US democracy and of civil soci-
ety. Anyone visiting the USA today must
find ta lhightening, sinister and yet comi-
cully surrcal place. While the US mihitary
commils mass mmurder of civilians as i
pounds Fallujab to dust, the religious right
mounts i campaien against the tortheom

ing bro-pic of the “immoral” 19508 sex re

searcher. Allred Kinsey, While the main-
strean maedia refuses to report the trutlvon
Irag, itobsesses about Junet Jackson's nip-
ple. While anvone eriticisingt the Trag war
i a conversation at then focal gym can
expectavisit trom the FBE french fries are
renamed Clreedom fries™. On both sides of
the Atlantie. there has heen frustration and
despair. Why was such a repulsive, cor-
rapt and meompetent candidale even in
the race”? Why are so many Americans con-
1ent 1o get their mformation about the world
fromi the cartoomishly biased Fox News?
How canaccountry that is capable of send

mg a prohe o Saturn apparently ben dan-
ger ol beimg taken over by (Tat-carthers?
What 1s wrong with America?

Quite a lot, as at happens. However,
while 1t 1s o mistake to assume that the
USA is just hike Europe, we should avord
the opposite error, which s to see it as
some kind of political freak show, This is
only i felt-wing version of thut part of the
USA’s own national mythology that be
lieves the country cannot be judged by the
same standards as the rest of the world. Is
the USA the only country with a large
working class that does not have its own
party? Is it the only country where work
ers have voted against their cconomic in-
terests for a candidate of the rich? Is it
the only country where the people have
been terrified out of their wits by poliu-
cuans and a compliant media? Is it the only
country to suffer from an appressive na-
tonalism? Is it the only countiy where
reactionary ideas are far mote common

i rural, ssolated arcas than tn cities? The
answer to all these questions is no. Bul
what is special, and dangcerous, is that it is
the only advanced capitalist country where
all these Tactors are present, and which
possesses overwhelming military might,

Socialists must relate to
progressive forces

So what can be concluded from all this?
The Republican right is attempting to make
the USA o one-party state and take soci
ety bitch toa 1950s tuture. This is not mak-
ing the Democratic Party more liberal; in
fact itis pulling the Democrats o the right.
However, as long as those workers who
wish to detend there living standards and
civil iberties against the Republicans, and
who arc opposed (o the Republicans” wars
and invasions, express this through clec
toral support tor the Democrals, then so-
cialists bave 1o retate 1o that opposition s
hest they can. T a dialopue between so
clalists and progressive popular opinion
in the USA involves those soctalists some
tines suppotting a vole for the lesser evil.
15 that not preferable to them merely con-
linuing 1o talk to each other”?

Of course, the Republicans may not be
able to take the USA where they wantatto
go. In 2008, withour the advantage of in-
cumbency and at the merey ot events, they
may lose so comprebensively that they
hive noalternative but to surrender power.
The electoral coalition they are building
may split. Already, Repubhean Meajority
tor Choice is ealling the religious right
‘monster” wineh “has the party by the Gl
On the other hand, the Pemocrats” move
to the night in scarch of the centre ground
may open up a space in which a Labour o
Soecialist Party can make its voice heard
among Democrat supporters and inde-
pendents on the need Tor a change in for
cign policy, fora propressive fxation Sys-
tene, for environmentul protection, for so
cialised health care, and for a woman’s

rigrht 10 choose. WA
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Tension
rises in the
lvory Coast

Bob Wood looks at the ongoing
conflictin the lvory Coast, where
events have recently taken a turn
for the worse

‘The once peaceful, economically relatively
successiut and rather obscure West Afri-
can country of tvory Coast hit the head-
lines last November when rampaging mobs
attacked, tooted and burned French prop-
erty inthe capital, Abidjan, Some 9.000
Furopeans, predominantly Fiench, were
forced to flec.

France has about a 1,000 soldicers in the
country, which operate separately from a
UN force of 6,000, under a ‘mutual de-
fence” pact signed in 1960, The force is
ostensibly intended to keep the two sides
in an unresobved crvil war apart. After a
month’s fighting in September 2002, a
cease lire was agreed, feaving the north
in the hands of the rebel New Forees, and
the south under the comtrol of the official
government ol President CGbagbo. But
France has extensive economic interests
in the Ivory Coast. There are traditional
interests in cocou and coftee, many plan
trtions being owned by trench landlords.
And the privatisation of stute-owned as-
sets under the Structural Adyustment Pro-
gramme, enforced by the IME and the
World Baunk, has teft utilities like elee-
tricity in the ownership of mainly Irench
companies. At adl, 27 per cent ol com
pany assets in the lvory Coast are French-
owned. The links between the Ivory Coast
and France run very decp. For many yews
alter independence, the pro French dic-
tatorial president, Houphouét- Boigny,
preferred French burcaucrats, finding
them more malleable and less likely 1o
develop a power base of their own than
native Ivorias,

Attack on rebels

Since the cease-lire two years ago, Prest-
dent Gbhagbo has been steadily building
up his armed forces, purchasing extensive
new armaiments including helicopter gun-
ships. In a reckless bid 1o break the state-
mate, he launched an attack on rebel pos

tions in the north, Unfortunately, and it

appears o have been accidental, French
torces also came under fire and mine French

soldiers were killed, President Chirae ol

Frunce responded by ondering, the destruc
ton of the entire Ivorian air force. It was
then that President Ghagbo unleashed the
so-called Young Patriot militias of Abidjan
on Furopean residents in the city.

This reccived wide coverage in the West
ern press, for whom European lives and
property are of course much more valu-
abde than Aflrican lives. The publicity ac-
corded the events in November 2004 stands
in stark contrast to the way in which the
events ot the previous March were virtu
ally ignored by the same press, The oppo
sition —or rebel — parties organised aden-
onstration on March 25 calling for the full
implementation of the Linas- Marcoussis
Agreement, of which mote later. A presi-
dential decree was immediately issued.
banning demonstrations until the end ol
April. On the day of the demonstration the
anny and police violently attacked demon-
strators and the areas where supporters of
the oppasition lived. At least 100, and pos-
sibly as many as 400 people, were Kitled,

Deliberately orchestrated

The United Nations ordered an inquiry into
the events of that day, and the oflicial re-
port concluded that the attacks by the se
curity forces were nol in response (0 an
anruly demonsiration, but had been detib
crately orchestrated at quite high levels in
the government. *Whal actually happened
on 23 March and alterwards was the indis
criminate killing of innocent civilians by
the security forees,” the report siays. Heon-
tinues: *. . . these killings were mostly un-
provoked and unnccessary to deal with
the demonstrators. In additnon it s also
evident that certain communily groups
were specially targeted. e individuals from
the north of the country or from neigh-
bouring countries (especially Burkina Faso,
Mali and Niger) who were subjected to
major violations of human rights, includ-
ing sunumary and extra judicial execution,
torture and arbitrary detention and disap
pearance, that had little or nothing to do
with the march.” The report says that at
least 120 people were killed, 274 wounded
and 20 disappeared, and adds that these
figures are by no means final  other
sources estiate the number of dead an as
many as 400. Many of the killings did no(
take place on the street but in dwellings.
Innocent civilians were targeted on the
busis of their name, origin or community
group. Throughout, the security forces
acted in concert with the parallel forees’
ol the Young Patriot miitias.

In Jamuary 2003, all wen main political par-
ties in the Ivory Coast signed an agree:
ment at Linas-Marcoussis in France. The

agreement sel up a Government ol Na-
tional Reconctlintion, in which all the par-
ties were represented in a power-shartng
artangement, It welcomed the cease-fire
and retterated ‘the need to mantain the
territorial integrity of the Ivory Coust'.
The key tasks of the new povernment were
in two arcas. The first task was the revi-
sion of Article 35 ol the constitution,
which discriminates against northerners
by insisting that any candidate {or the
presidency must have both parents born
in the [vory Coust. The second — perhaps
the most contentious - was related to the
vexed gquestion of land tenure, and called
for "truce security of tenure”. The agree-
ment also called for “the regrouping and
subsequent disarnung of all forces™ and
lor steps to "ensure that po mercenaries
remain within the country’s borders”. But
the Government of National Reconcilia
(ion has never lived up Lo its name. Min-
isters appointed by a united group of seven
opposition parties have at 1imes refused
o serve, citing ohstruction by President
Gbagbo or Lears for their safety.

The land question is particularly explo-
sive, Coffee and cocoa production lirst
started in the south east of the country,
gradually spreading west as forest was
cleared. Local elders granted Jand usc
rights to smaltholders, often o people
from outside the area (foreigners or
strangers’). By the 1950s, 2¥ per cent of
the population in the south cast were for-
cigners, a figure which in some arcas
reached SO per cent. Following the aboli-
tion of forced labour tn 1940, there was
also an infTux of “strangers’ inlo the cen-
tre west, mainly Baoulé from turther
north, in many cases reducing the indig-
cnous Dida, Gouro and Bété to ethnic
minority status. Unregistered land sales
1o immigrants were oflen not seen as i-
nat by the sellers, As long as land remained
relatively abundant, and there was still
forest to be cleared, this did not create a
problem. But by 1970, cthnic tensions
reached hoiling point in Gagnon, priching
indigenous Béé against inmigrant Baoule
and Dyula, and some 4,000 1osttheir lives.
It is significant that during the recent dis-
turbances in Abidjan, many lvorians led
fiom the west of the country Lo neighbour-
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g Liberia, almost certitinly as a result of

stmilar ethnie tensions.

Under the Code Domanial of 1963, nei-
ther customary land rights nor private prop-
erty was recognised - as President
lHouphouét- Boigny was fond ol saying,
‘the land belongs to the one who cultivates
it". Now that land is becoming scarce, and
in the absence of any rcally clear land
rights, conflict over land ownership is al-
mostinevitable.

Racist to the core

Out of a total population ol about 17 mil-
tion, as many as 40 per centare from groups
origanating outside the country, including
three million Burkinabé, two million Malians
and up o a million Ghanaians. The con-
cept of Ivorité (the Ivory Coast for the
tvorians, narrowly delined) would deny to
any of these immigrants the possibility of
citizenship however long their residence.
As the Tvorian singer Alpha Blondy noted,
Ivorite is nothing less than ‘black Nazism’,
racist 1o the core. Tt ignores (he long his-
tory which binds the Tvory Coast to Burking
Faso, known as Upper Volta under French
rule. The two territories were jointly ad-
ministered from 1932 w0 1947,

The denial of citizenship to groups who
are not the original inhabitants ol an area
is an increasing phenomenon in Africa in
recent years. The Banyamulenge people
of castern Congo, for example, many of
whom migrated from Rwanda as much as
aventury ago, have had their right to Con-
golese citizenship questioned, Ethno-na-
tionatism is on the rise throughout Alrica,

a sad legacy of the colonid practice of

indirect rule.

President Gbagbo has come under in-
creasing international pressure for fail-
ing to implement the Linas Marcoussis
Agreement, which he alleges was imposed
by the Trench. Following the serious dis-
turbances in Abidjan in November, Kofi
Annan has announced an increase in the
UNforees deployed in the country. and
Thabo Mbeki, the South African president,
has emerged as a mediator between the
government and the rebel New Torces,

" A federal solution, with separate admin-
istrations ‘in the north and south on a per-
danent basis, 1s oul of the yuestion since
it would expose northerners in the south
to the very dangers that the rebellion was
designed to forestall. While there are no
good puys in the Ivorian conflict, there
are no equivalents in the north to Gbagho's
fascist Young Patriot militins., These un-
employed lumpenproletariat youth,
{uelled by a hate-filted xenophobic me
dia, would only nced a nod from Gbagbo
(o launch into full-scale ethnic cleansing,
and that remains an entirely possible sce-

ario. WA

FILURING IT OuT

REGIONAL POPULATION PROJECTIONS: The population of England is pre-
dicted 1o grow by nearly ten per cent to 54.5 million by 2028. While the population of
the north east is expected to shrink, much ol the southern areas of the country will
steadily grow, with the cast and south west set to grow by 16 per cent. London and
the south east e predicted to huve the next largest rises of just over 15 per cent and
I percentrespectively, closely followed by arise of |3 per centin the cast midlands.
MIGRATION: Record numbers of people are leaving Britain in scarch of a better life
abroad. In 2003, 190,000 Britons went overseas with the intention of staying away
for at least 12 months, with the [argest numbers going to BU countries, headed by
Spain, Germany and France. Australia was the next favoured destination. However,
Professor John Salt of University College London commented: “I€°s not like the okd
days when people sailed away trom the UK never to come back.” The number of
people amiving in the UK for at least a year in 2003 was 513,000 — the same as in 2002
- compared with 326,000 in 1997, Of these, 277,000 were British citizens.
HOUSEHOLDS: The age at which young adults sct up home independently is
steadily rising. Carrently, 56 per cent of men and 37 per cent of women aged 20 (0 24
live at home with their parents. There has also been a rapid growth in the number of
single person households. By 1991, there were 2.2 million single person houscholds
in Britain, and that figure is seC o grow to five million by 2051, Currently, about ten
per cent of households consist of one person. A third iportant demographic, which
has only begun to be studied recently, are TATS — adults in long tern relationships
who live in separate houscholds, known as Living Apart ‘logether.
PARENTS: Contrary to popular belief, London has lewer nnmarried parents than
many other arcas of Britain. In 2002, there were more births outside marriage in
Tunbridge Wells than in Tower Hamlets. In Logland as a whole, about 40 per cent of
the babies born in 2002 were to unmarried mothers, while in Tondon the average was
between 30 and 35 per centacross inner and outer boroughs - lower thun Kent, East
Sussex, Suffolk and Worcestershire. The average age of a first-time father today is
31, compared with 27 five years ago. The average age for first-titne motherhood rose
from 261n 19921027.3in 2002.
REAL WAGES: Wages have increased by an average of 34.6 per cent sinee 1997,
while prices have risen by 18 per cent over the samie period.
MINIMUM WAGE: Some 272,000 jobs — about one per cent of the workforce - are
being paid below the minimum wage, This figare includes exempted categories such
as those jobs offering training, apprenticeships or {ree accommodation.
GENDIER PAY GAP: Using ligures [or median carnings, new research shows that
women carn 14 per cent less than men. Using average carnings, the gap is 18 per
cenl. Bven among teenagers in their first jobs, young women carn 16 per cent less
than their male counterparts. Fourteen per cent ol young met aged 16 and 17 work in
manufacturing, compared (o six per cent of women. Public service jobs employ ten
per cent of young women and just four per cent of aen. A similar report from Incomes
Data Services measures the gender pay gap at 19.5 per cent for full time workers and
40 per cent for part-timers. According to the Deparunent of Trade and Industry,
women who work part time carn 22 per cent less per hour than women who work full
time - the largest pay gap in Furope.
ETHNIC MINORITY PAYANDEMPLOYMENT GAP: According to the lirstreport
irom the Ethnic Minority Employment Task Foree, non-white people of working age
are twice as likely to be unemployed as the overall working age population. While
there has been some narrowing of the employment gap in recent years, the pay gap
remains significant, with weekly earnings for white people averaging £376, which is
£29 ahcad of non whites. Among cthnie minorines, the poorest are Bangladeshis,
earning an average £235 per week.
QUALITY OF LIFE: According to a survey published by the Economist, Britain has
the worst quality of Tife of any major European nation, [t ranked the UK 29th ina list
of 111 countries for the *general well being of people’, using data such as health
statstics, and divoree and unemployment rates. Rescarchers said that despite the
UK's relatively high per capita inconie, its lowly position was due 1o its climate, poor
health outcomes, high divorce rates and lack of community life.

‘Empiricist’
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Neither
faction will
defend
workers

Viktor Yushchenko was
inaugurated as president of
Ukraine on January 23. Nick
Davies looks at the differences
between the ‘orange’ and the
‘bluec-and-white’ factions

As the demonstrators were starting 1o es
tahlish themselves m central Kiev follow
ingt the dasputend presidential election run
oft on November 210 and the rest of the
world began to notice the unfoldimg polit-
cal ertsis in Ukraine, that tell tale phrase
‘people power”, lasthewrd in Georgy i
hetore that Serbia, began to make aoreap-
pearance. George Orwell would bave Tiked
the expression “people-power’, Tt describes
whal in another context would be calked o
‘mob’. Whaether demonstrators are part ol
peaple-power” or part ol a Tmoh? largely
depends on what the US and west Huro
pean media think of them, That, i turn,
depends on whether the povernment that
is the target of the demonstrations is an
ally of the USAL oraregime the USA would
ke (o see replaced

The demonstrators in Ukune must have
thanked their luchy staes that they were on
the rght side. 1 they had been protesting
against arigged election i US client state
Azerbaijan, they could have expected
rough treatment from the police, and ntter
mdifterence trom the Western mediae 1
they had been in Uzbekistan, for example.
utispeakable horrors would have awaited
them Buat the HSA wants o maore reliable
ally in the strategically important Black Sca
region, s part od w cham ol friendly states
on Russia's southern flank including Geor
wii,  Azcerbaijan,  Uzbekistan and
Kyrgyzstan. For this reason, presidential
candidate Viktor Yushchenko and his sup
porters, such as the youth organisiation,
Pori, were drenched in Western money.
Cruciably, US organisations lunded exil
polls showimy Yushehenko as the clear
winner on November 21, thus increasing
suspreions that the ‘victory ™ of Viktor
Yanukovych was rigged. The USA then
had the brass neck to lecture Ukraine on
the conduct ol s elections (although cven
the Republicans had nol gone so far as to
try to poison John Kerry).

Post-Stalinist mafia

But as wath Georgiain 2003, just because
the USA and its hangers-on say an clec
tton was rigped does not mean that it
wiasn't, Exen il oaly halt the stories about
multiple voung and 100 per cent turnouts
are true, there is overwhelming evidence
i the post Stalimist malia which has run
Ukraine since independence in T991 and
provided s irst twao presidents, Teonid
Kravehuk and Teontd Kachma, thied 1o fix
the presidental clection. And why not?
Surely after the looting of state-owned as
sets and the bumping ot of journalist
Georgi Gongadze, who had crincised
Kuchima on the internet, fixing the clec
tron, and thus casing inte olfice the tormer
prime minister Victor Yanukovych, while
the rest of the world wag preoceupied with

lrag and the LIS clections, wonld have beea
no hig deal.

As wellas bemg corrupt, il a possible
aceessory oomurdet, outgoing presudent
Kuchma isapparently, paranord and anti-
sentic. It follows that the 1ens ol thou
sands of demonstiators thionging the
streets of Kiev were not there,as is alleged
by supporters of Yanukovych, because
they had been bribed by the USAL Then
wistto get nid of the sell-serving and cor-
rupt clite is genuine cnough. But some of
the "Orange’ revolutionaries are not much
better than those they despise, Some
protestors are steeped in the reactionary.,
anti-senutic nationalism ol western Ukraine,
regardimg the Russian speakers 1 the
southand cast as not ‘read” Ukraimians, or
apotential tifth codumn (in fact, they have
been there Tor decades. since Ukraine in
dusirindised). Yulin Tymoshenko, a night.
wing politcian, Tormer gas tycoon, wd a
populae figuse among the "Orange” laction,
s notabove i bitol sharp practice herselt,
having been investipated for corcuption
and inoney laundeting.

Al the saune e, not everyone among,
the opposing blue-and-white wearing sup
porters of Yanukovyeh had been bussed
in by then focal mate chiet or Tactory di-
recton. Whereas supporters of Yushichenko
are, on the whole, from the Ukrainian
speaking west ol the country, supporters
ol Yanukovychcome primanly from the pre
dominantty Russian speaking south and
cast. Thisas the industrial heart of the coun
tey, which produces 80 percent of its wealth,
The cconomy of the south and castis domi
naded by steel, which is exported castwards
and s protitable, and by coad, which s not
and depends o subsidies. Many workers
tear that under a Yushehenko presidency
the subsidies will end and the mines will
close. Also, they don’t want a Ukrainian
government, cager for brownic-ponts from
the USA, to allow multinationals 1o run
LIkraune's nunudacturing and service see
tors for the benefit of their shareholders.

In order toanobilise thetr suppotters, both
factions are using the tear Factor: fear of
unemployment and insecority, or fear of
living in a Belarus-style Russian satellite.
While these fears are by no meins ground-
less, both Tactions are also [eeding then
supporters a colossal and cruel illusion.
Industrial workers in the east are bainy
asked o put then trust in a member of the
post Stalinist elite, whose interest in pre-
serving jobs will lust only as long as it is
consistent with preserving his, On the other
hand, it supporters of Yoshehenho think
that he will make Ukrame “part of Furope”
they should take a walk to the border with
Poland. There they will see the “welcome’
signs in the fonm ot the fences and wateh
1owers of fortress Europe.
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It has been said that independent
Ukraine is stitl a project under construe-
ton. Parts of the cast are thoroughly
Russified. Parts of the west, notably the
city of Tviv, were under Austrian and then
Polish rute unnilthe USSR expanded west-
wards after 1he Second World War, The
cast and westare divided by tanguage, his
1oty und religion. The differing architee-
tural styles, the landscape, and the con
trast between the urban east and the more
rurid west means that at times they look
itke two difterent countries. However, the
talk ol secession by the Yanukovych sup
pottess s almost certainly no more than a
scare tactie, designed 1o recover some of
the advantage lost 1o Yushchenko's more
visible support, and to present e
Yushchenko facton to the rest ol the world
as a destubilising influence. Neither Rus-
sta nor the West wants Ukraine to break
up. Yushchenko hus promised to mend
fences with Moscow, and the supporters
of Yanukovych seent (o be content with
working towards the 2000 parliameutary
clections,

Agreement on market economy
The “orunge” and the “blue-and-white” fac
tons offer differeat perspectives ol whal
an independent Ukraine should look like,
and on where it should alipn iself interna-
tionally. Where they agiec 1s that Ukraine
has to have a market cconomy, micaning
that one laction or another of (he ruling
class will be explotting Ukraintan workers,
and making a (ortune out ol privalising
Ukraine's economy. [UTollows that neither
faction olfers any way forward for the work-
g people of Ukraine, east or west.
Sociabists in Britain should not be taking,
sides with either of the 1wo factions. Some
in Britain have leant towards Yanukovych,
contrasting his working class base o the
more  nuddic class supporters of
Yushchenko, They are making the same
mistake as their Ukrainian counterparts.
What socialists should be in favour ol is
free and fuir clections, even il as was the
case in the re run election on December
26, Yushchenko s the beneficiary. This
does not indicate any politicat support for
Yushchenko. His supporters may have tid-
dled some of the votes in the original and
the re run elections, although according
10 the Supreme Court none of the irregu
lasities alleped by Yanukovych support-
ers, il they occurred at all, were serious
cnough o alfect  the  outcome.
Yushchenko may well try o fix the next
clection justas Yanukovych tried 1o fix this
one. ‘The call for fair elections must be a
key demand of an independent socialist
party, the aim ot which imust be 1o chal-
lenge all of the clans and factions of
Ukrainian capitalism. WA

Uruguay is
not for sale

Uruguay has joined the list of
South American countries where
voters have rejected neo-liberal
policics. Nick Davies looks at
last October’s election

Voting is compulsory in Urugnay, but most
voters didir’t have o be asked twice to give
market-fundamentalist cconomic policies
the buot, The Frente Amiplio (Broad 197ont)
won (he presidential and congressional
clections held on October 31, giving Uru-
zuay s first Jefi-wing povernment since
independence, and the fiest government of
any kind with a majority in parliament
sinee 1906, So anxious were Uruguayins
for a break with the recent past that be-
tween 300,000 and 500,00 turned up 1o
the Frente Amplo's closing election rally,
makingp it the biggest party political dem-
onstration in Uruguay's lustory. The brente
Amplio’s presidential candidate, Tabare
Vizquer, gained ST per cent of the vote,
making a second round unnecessary. So
discredited s the ruling Colorado Party
that its candidite, Guillermo Stirling,
managed only a miserable 10.5% per cent.

tor wll the goodwill behind i, the new
government will have a tough job picking
up the pieces ol Uraguay's economy, shl-
tered by a decade ol IME-dictated sfash-
and burn cconomice policies. A recession
which began in 1998 was followed hy a
wholesale cconomiv collapse in 2002,
linked to those m the neighbouning giang
ceonomies of Brazil and Argentina. Pro
duction plummeted by more than 13 per
cent between 2000 and 2002, and m 2(X)2
the Urngnayan peso et trom 15 10 29 10
the US dollwr. Unemployment reached a
historic high of 20 per cent; real income
shrank 25 per centand the number ol peo-
ple hiving below the poverty line doubled.
Fitty-four per cent ol all Uruguayan chil
dren live in poverty. Although the
cconomy has started to recover duc 1o the
more tavourable ters of trade brought
about by the devaluation of the peso, nei
ther incomes nor employment have
shown a corresponding growth, althonph
uncmployment is down to “only™ 13 pes
cent.

Both Uruguay's capitalist parties have
feli the backlash trom the voters. The Colo-
rado Party. which historically has domi
nated Uruguayan politics, suftered an elec-
toral wipe-out, oulgoing president Jorge
Baule's friendship with the Bush fumily and
his admitration tor Argentina’s IME star
pupil Carlos Menem clearly doing him no
luvours. The centre-right National Party,
which was in government from 1990 to
{995, was also punished by the clectorate,
receiving 34.9 per cent of the vote, The
Colorado and National parties jointly Jde
signed the unpopular amnesty for those
responsible fortorture and other violations
of human rights during the 1973-85 milt
tary dictatorship, when Urugoay had a
higher number of political prisoners in pro-
portion to its population than anywhere
clsein the region,
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Militury dictatorship and cconomie col-
fapse had not previously been a featue of
Urapuayan history. The conntry used (o
be called the “Switzerland of Latin
America’ because of its tadition of sta-
ble, democratic government and its devel-
oped welfare system. It went into crisis
in the late 1960s and carly 1970s due 10
the end of the post-war boom, pressure
trom the USA as a result of the cold war,
and the emergence ol the Topamaro oucr-
rilla movenent. As u response to the fail-
ure ol the twa capitalist partics 1o ollet
any way forward, and as a conscious al
ternative (o goerriltaism, the Frente
Arwplio was founded in 1971 as s mame
tmplies, as a hroad front ol socialists,
soctl democrats, communists, left Chris
tan democrats and independents, At that
time, one ol us Tounders, Liber Serepni
announced: What our front is proposing
s notonly a protound change i the strue-
twes, bul the replicement ol the elasses
that are in power, by displacing the oli
garchy from power and hringing the peo
ple to povern.”

Sinee then the Frente Amiplio has got
broader, with the incluston of Tormer
Tupamaro leaders (whose party tistin this
clecthion received more voles than the en
tre Colorado histh), and has contralfed the
capital, Monievideo (where hall the popu-
Lation lives), since 1990, but its vision has
sol nrower. Tand redorm and the nation-
alisation of the banks were jettisoned
from the Front's propramne in the 1990
and, more recently, attempts w inelude so-
Jection of the Free Frade Area of the
Americas and refusal to pay the foreign
debtwere notsuccesstul. ndecd, Vizguer
travelled 1o Washington to assure the IME
that Uruguay's debt would be honoured.

Sowhat will the Frente Amplio govern
ment actaadly do” 1 has promised anem
phasis on fighting poverty, n more just dis
tribution of wealth and a strengthening of
the role of the stage in the finncid see
tor and in production. Before the election,
Vitzquer promised an attack on corrup
Hon, o purge of any remmnants ol the mili-
tary™s dictatorial past. and an emphasis on
human rights questions.

What these policies will Took like in
practice remains to be seen. Some may
well constitute a gennine bircak from neo-
ltheralism, some can be achieved withow
challenging the cconomic order. and sone
sinack of Mtriangulation”  attempting 1o
reconcile the free market and social jus-
tice. What is sipnificant is the immediate
attempt (o decpen the relationship with
the governments ol Argentina and Bravil,
Uruguay’s pintners in the Mercosur trad-
ing bloc, at the expense of the close rela
tionship with the USA enjoyed by Batlle.
The new government sees Argenting and

Brazil, as well as Chile and Vencruela, us
allies.

The degree of opposition o the “Wash
tnedon consensus’ among these govern-
ments s uneven. In Argenting, Kirschner
was clearly only the least worst option in
the eves of many workers and poor. The
Chulean leader Vagos s seen at “third way”
summits with the likes of 2lwr and
Schrider. and while the Lula government
in Brazibis more deserving of support, al
beit of the very critical variety, its treal-
mient in the LIS media tells us that it con
stitutes very little threat 1o the ecconamic
order

In Venezuela, Chivez combines verbad -
ticks on neo Tiberalisne with a 1alent tor
bemg able 1o face down and our-manoca
vre his opponents. while producing the
voods interms of health, education and
tand reform. Like Chaver, the Frente Amplio
emphastses “participitory democracy’
based on grassroots orpinisations, As with
Brazil, the fact that there has not been o
run on the peso following the election sug
gests that the new government has carned
Wastungtopn's trust for now, but at what
price?

Asoresult ol a referendum held at the
s (e as the election, Uragaay o now
the fost country in batn Ameriea 1o -
antee the right to drinking water and seaw
crage services inots constitution. The
state now has exclusive control over wa
terand sanitation, making access to them
atundamental human right. This victory
was the result of a campaign by social

1s supported by Vizques. 1t amounts 1o a
decharation to the IME. the banks and the
WO that Urnguay is not lor sale. 11 fol-
lows the “water war' in Bolivia, which re
sulted in the cancelfation ol Bechiel™s
contract to run the ity of Cochabamba's
water supplies.

The paradox of the present period is that
Uruguay. like many countries i the region,
has passed from mshitry dictatorship to
democracy only for the Uraguayans o find
that thewr “democracy ™ has the authonty to
do litle more than issue a1 passport. Nev
ertheless, the modicum of participatory de-
mocracy and citizenship which now exists
insome Latin American nation states con
stitutes i form of opposition 1o the dicta
torship of the multinationals and the 1M
Governments which clain to oppose aco-
Itberat poheses must be supporied when
they keep their promises, and called to -
count when they don't. but we must un
derstand that they are conlronted with
cnormous pressures. Previousty, they
fced being drowned s blood. as hap-
peoced in Chile. Now, the kil is a linde
cleaner. A run on the curreney can destroy
A countty’s cconomy in A48 hours, The
Cancon summit showed that a bloc ol coun-
tries has wore chance ol facing down the
IMI and the multinationals than a single
nation state, National leaders, whatever
their good ttentions, cannot he relicd
upon 1o do this, and so, ina further para
dox,itis workers” solidarity across Latin
Amctica which can best ensure that the
promises ol Urugoay's new povernment

movements and public sector unions, but - are kep, WA
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Caricature
of socialism

Stasiland: Stories From Behind
the Berlin Wall

By Anna Funder

Granta, 2004, 304pp, £7.99

Richard Price

Unconditionaldelence of the degencerated
and detormed workets” stales against im-
periatism™ thundered hundreds ol ortho
dox Trotskyist proctiumations m the dec
ades betore the fall of the Berlin Wall, Bui
1989 knocked on the head any lingering
idea that the myriad squahbling groups
Frying ¢lavm to Trotsky s lepacy Tormed o
kind ot extended Fourth [nternationakbist
Lamily. Atone pole iy groups hoping o a
Stalinist military crackdown to save the
workers states. Al the other were those who
cheered on the collapse ol Stalinisin as the
democratic prelude to political revolution.

To defend something, itought to be axi-
omatic that you need a faitly clear idea ol
what it is you are defending, why you are
defending it, whotn you awe defending it
against, and how you aee defeading it

Although Trotskyism came into being
primarily as a revolutionary critique of Sta
linasm, as titme went on it became a symbi-
otic relationship. It surely wasn 't acciden-
tal that when Stadinism imploded, almost
all of the significant Trotskyist and semi
Trolskyist groupings also wentmto a tl-
spin. When the Beelin Wall 1ell, most of the
Trotskyist left kidded uself that the revo
fution was advancing in castern Europe,
while some ol the smaller groups allied
themselves with remnants ol the old Sta
Limist parties. H Trotskyist groups sur
vived, it was only by reinventing (henmy
selves as something tundamentally differ-
ent. While the Trotskyists can hardly be
blimedd for the trajectory taken by cvents,
thetr farure 1o anticipate the extent of the
rolpriot 1o 1989 and their mability o make
an honest accounting of whal ook place
afterwards, has wiped out swathes of the
very torces who believed that after Stalin-
151 it was their wen,

At the heart of this theoreteal fadure lay
aseries of wildly lulse estimates: that po-
litical revolution could be carried out by
the surgical removal of the upper layer of
Stalinist cadres: that it was desirable to
preserve the main structures of the
planned economy” (atthe point where the

Stalinist controlled cconomies were creak

g taa halty, that significant numbers ol
waotkers could be mobilised o defend
states {rom which the working cluss was
proloundly alienated; that the workers of
castern Hurope were 1 a state of revolu

nonary readdiness, the only (1) thing miss-
g being revolutionary leadership.

The perspectives of state capitalists like
the SWiIThave hardly stood the testof tume
any better, whether its beest thereimtially
upbeat estimate of the potentral for anty
capitabist revolution, or the theoretical
pymnastics of msisting that the restora-
tion process merely involved a transition
from one form of capitilism o another. Fil
teen years on, political parties ol every de
seeiption exast in the former eastern bloc,
but “Trotskyists have lailed to put down
significant roots anywhere, so the clanm to
have mhbetited the mantle of the Russian
revolution would secmn (o fave defnitively
hit the bulfers.

Looking back 1o the fevered debates on
the leltatter the collapse of the Berlin Wall,
[ m reminded of a discussion with a mem
ber of Wearkers Power - then campaignings
with ils usual disdain lor political realities
lor the revolutionary reanilicaton® of Gier-
many - in which he expressed horror that
muobs ol Fast German workers had besieged
astate butldimg. ICturned out that the state
building in question was the headguarters
ot the ubiquitous state seeurity police, (he
Stasi. Inllustrated the nub of the problem.
How could sociulists, at the moment when
the old burcauceracies erumbled, call upon
workers (o defend the srare, as distinet from
state-owned property’? By any standard
Marxist delinttion, the “state” includes the
very repressive apparatus ol the state that
the workers hated,

While it might have been possible to
carry out atanti burcaucratic politicat revo-
lution in the Soviet Union in the mid 19208
without a root-and-branch purge of large
sections of the apparatus, by the late 19808
the aim of winning over any significant
wing of the Stalimst apparitus (o revolu
tonary sociadisim was i bizarre fantasy, o
which only somc Trotskyists subscribed.
{Others called for the ‘independent” action
of (he working cluss  as tf even embry-
onic leadership was unnecessary, or could
somehow be inprovised overnight

For their part, the workers didn*t believe
this was possible. Neither did the Stalinists
nor the imperialists. In retrospect, the pos
sibidity of the kind of political revolulion
Trotsky envisaged rested to a larpe de
pree on two lactors: a working class im-
bued with a socialist consciousness; a splhit
taking place in the ruling party, in which a
section (the 'Reiss faction”) would fake the
side of the workers. Both “conditions” were
present wsome extent in Hungary in 1956

and in Crzechoslovakia in 1965, But by [989,
the workers were so alienaded from the
“workers” states” that the lure of capitalism
proved irresistible, and the scarch fora non
existent Reass faction had degenerated into
anunscemly farce. I anything, the elite of
the KGB was ahicad of the testorationist
same, pushing forward the most pro capi
talist wing of the Saviet apparatus, and
sorting out its vwn [utute by depositing
as much as itcould mnumbered Swiss bank
accounts. In many lformer castern bloc
countries, the Stalintst nomenklatura wus
in the forefront of management buyouts ol
stale property, or arms (rading,

On a propaganca level atempting to rally
workers 1n defence of “workers’ slades’
which were universally recopnised as op
pressing the working class was doomed (o
fatlure, so divorced were they [rom any
connection with 1917,

By 1989 91, the category ol “delormed
workers' state” had also lost any theoreti-
cal value, Even quite sophisticated at
tempts, like that of Workers Power, 10 os-
tablish watertight theories ol what consti-
tuted such a historeal mule were over
theown by readity.” Partof the explanation
lies in their origin, Marx and Engels had
never anticipated that workers would form
adistinet stare as such. At most, they fore-
suw o tairly briet transitional repimae (the
dictatorship of the proletariat’) betore the
working class began the business ol de
stroying the state and establishing a class
less society, which by definition would be
statcless. This is the theory of the state
that Lenin pushed insistently in The Srate
and Revolution. The Bolsheviks™ subse-
quent use of the term workers” and paas
ants’ govertmment’ was at best a term of
convenience, rather than a scientilic cat-
cpory, The “people’s democracies™ of cust-
ern Furope Tacked even distant revolution
ary origins, and were deformed from birth
rather than through a process of counter-
revodntion. As repimes installed on Red
Army bayonets, they lacked any lepittimacy.

Stalin hurled the charge at the Russian
Opposition that they sought 1o remove bis
faction by civil war, From the Stalinist
purges of the 1930s —if not earlier it was
clear that the Stalinist leadership could not
be removed by the working clasy exeept
by torce, and that this would mean civil
war, With the complete removal of the re-
gime {rom working class accountabifity,
and the rapid social stratilication that took
place, the pofitical sevotution that Trotsky
envisaged increasingly ook on a social
dimension.

While the Trotskyists tended to under-
estimie the social tasks of an anti-burcau
cratic revolution, they tended o overesti
mae the degree (o which the Stalinist bu
reaueracies were wedded to nationalised
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praperty. ‘There was also a propensny o
overestimale the achievements ol ‘eentral-
wsed planning " in these wastelul inefbicient
and mis-planned economies. The assump
ton that the Stalinest bureaucracies would.,
il it cante tothe crunch. detend nadonaf

sed property — it only hecause i was the
souree of thew privifeges - and that capi

Gabtst restoration would not be possible
withoutcivil war was proved spectacularty
wrong. (Of course, the collipse of Stalio

s has led to all sorts of natonalist and
ehigious conllicts, but that is another issae.)

This reflected a taiture to understand the
deprec of autonomy the state had acquired
under Stalmism. Beeause the state was ac-
countable netther to workers nor capital
(s, the personnel directing the regimes
and the policies they pursued acquired de
CIstve tportance.

Throtyghout castern Furope in T9R9-00,
regimes which had ruthlessly inonopaolised
power for decades, sttty ontop of Largely
nationahised cconomies, ahdicated to pro-
capitalist forees, momost cases wathoul
fieht Acombination of acollapse ol conli
dence mtheir own repimes and their falter-
my cconontes, combined with massive
unpopularity and adesire to save theit own
necks, led e burcaucracies everywhere
o capitulate.

o historical werms, Trotsky s denial tat
the burciaucracy had become a new elass
has been vindircated. Noaahing class in his
tory has ever departed the stage without 2
light across such w vast geographical arca.
The Stadinist hurcaucracies remained
temporary phenomenon, not o lasting de-
velopment, even il there s o stiong atpu
ment 1o supsest they became something
waightier than amere caste.

IU waus precisely their transitory natuee
that wade i difficule to (e them into iowa-
tertight theoretical category. AH attempts
to estublisha checklist of teatures that de-
Ied a tdeformed workers” state” Lailed.

Some Trotskyssts thought that workers”
states could be detined as states in which
nationahised property predominated, and
hegan 1o enrol some unlikely new candi-
dates - countries like Burmi, Syria, Alege
rizcand South Yemen. They (ended to con
(use matters torther by speaking ol prop
ety Jorms and property relations intet-
changeably. But this approach also raised
aserious problent What had been the na-
lure o1 the Bolshevik regime between fate
19E7 and the wave of nabonahsations in
the summer of 19187

Fror some the mrture of the political Tead
ership was the decisive factor, A deformed
waorkers” stite was one roled by a commu-
nist party. But this raised the probiem ol
defining Cuba belore Castro discovered
Marxism-Leninism, and presumably ineans
that China, corrently the engine of capital

istdevelopment in the Bar Fastos st some
type of workers™ state.

Others tried o define the workers™ state
in purely cconomic terms, only to run into
exceptions 10 every role Some stressed
the establishiment of centrahised planning
and the monopaly ot Toretgn trade. Bul Yu-
goslavia had neither. Sovier Russiodidn’
have centralised planning untit 1928, Some
countries tike Poland had privade agricul
tre. wihile many others were largely col-
lectivised, Even Workers Power's attesapi
to hink the existence of o workers” state (o
the suppression ol the law of value was
full of holes. Tt ipnored the fact tha
nattonalisations in pencrad, whether capi
talist or anti capitalist. tend 1o distort 1he
[aw of value and that the law ot value was
never entirely suppressed under the Sta-
inist repimes, which was refiected in the
existence of both legal and illegal markers
alongside the command cconomies,

There was a further togical contradiction.,
hecuuse there was an implication that the
regrme that implemented o planned
ceonomy would remiin bourpeors up o
the moament that its measures Tmally suc
cecded i suppressing the Lnw of vidug,

Soowhat should have heen the attitede
of soctalists in countries like the GDR
where Stidimist dectatorships crumbled in
19897 What was there to be gained i de-
fending the state as such, rather than state
property. which was overwhelmingly whiu
the soctalist nunded minority of workers
wanted to salvage from the debacle” Surely
‘the defence ol the workers” state” could
only serve (o wdentily you in some way
with the regime and 18 hated apparatus?

To be sure there we other elements of
state power beyond the repressive appa
ratus. In the GDRL there was the wssoe of
its  sovercignly, under  threat  of
reunification. But that issue could only
hive had a ddferent outcome within the
contextol wwidespread strugyple to delend
state property.

But this in tirn was underiined by the
sociahist’ econonies of castern Europe
falling further and further behind then
Wastern counterparts. Once Last German
workers had been exposed to Western alf
fluence, they could not readity be won to a
defence of the existing order. Any defence
ol nationatised property had o be cou-
pled with @ root-and-branch revision of the
centrabsed planning model.

Muany ol these debates were conducted
at such alevel of absiraction that the con-
ditions of life that framed workers™ con
seronsness were lelt abmost eatirely out of
the equation. AL this distiance, it might be
argucd that this is all water under the
bridge. There are new struggles o he
fought. and vesterday's dusty debates wre
only ot academic interest, Yet to be so

wrong about once of the most important
episodes of madern history puts o ques

tion migk over the lelt's ability (o analyse
and ntervene inevents, so to grapple with
the unresolved theoretical issues of Sta-
linism’s collapse does have a continuing
relevancee,

LR N |

Anna bunder’s Stasiland bas no theoreu-
cil pretensions, Instead. ol concentrates
on how the omnipresent secret potice ol
the GDR O the St
lives. An Australiin jonnalistliving o the
cast alter reunttication, she mterviewed
former Stast menand their vietims. Out of
her expertences, she hius woven o book
which gets to grnps with the parano and
banality of Stalinism better than many ¢l

evaled sets of theses. You canthelp think-
iy that many on the lefi coutd benefit from
reading .

On the Fuce of things, the GDR wasn't
the worst place 1o hive, In fact, i Stalinst
terms it was something of a success. [Chad
the Inphest standard of living in the cast-
ern bloe, Ithad refatively advanced health
services and childewe, and liberal atitudes
to sexual moratity and abortion,

Ttalso had the highest ratio of secret po-
lice to popubition of any state in history
The GDRS population was |7 million. The
Stasi had 97,000 employees and 173,000
paid informers.and it unpaid informers are
taken into account some estimates put the
rabio ol the Stast and their mformers as high
as one w every 6.5 eitizens - considerably
hitpher than Stalin's Russiccor Hitler's Ger
many. The Stast even reckoned 1o have 65
per centof church leaders in their pocket.
In its 40 years ot existence, the GDR gener-
ated as many documents and fifes as the
whole of German history since the Middle
Apes, Pluced side by side. the Stasi's files
would have stretched 180 k. Funder ac-
curately desceribes the Stasi as “the niain
sty ol stie power”.

Such a forest ot paper didn™t only mean
a ot ol oppresston. It ercated a system of
proanaid, but at the same tine drab and
hanal, hurcaucracy. aree aumbers of cin-
sens were imvited in for questioning so that
smedl samples could be collected from then
clothes! Popular culture was trowned
upon, and the Stasi made it their job to
create asocialist realist pop eulture, Aleo-
holism fourished amnd housing was in short
supply.

Roneocopiers, typewriters and, later on,
photocopiers were licensed, lest people ex -
press themselves inownong, Even chil-
dren’s printing sets were withdrawn from
shops to preveat Swnizdat publishing. The
angle of television acriats was cheeked to
see 1 they pointed west, fven the taady
relaxed attitudes to morality had a burean-
cratic twist, Stasi men were thowed to have

alected people™s
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allaws, but were expected (o report theni to
their superiors. Such sinister and absurd
restrictions were held in place by a
perontocracy ol Mawist proportions.

In the end, this vast apparatus of repres-
sion was powerless, T think at the end the
Stast had so much infotination,” comments
one terviewee, “that they thought every-
one wis an enemy hecause everyone wis
under observation” (p.266). In June 198K,
Gorhachev renounced the use of foree to
prop up the castern Buropean regimes. The
Stasi had contingency plans toarrest 85,000
people in the event of a crisis. But they
were paralysaed, cauprht between fear ot the

regime going down and lear of reprisalsal

it did. In October 1989, with muass demon-
strations on the streets, Gorhachey gave
the leadership of the East German comimu
nist party. the SED wdressing down, wam
mg them that undess they moved with the
times they were doomed. From there, it was
a short step to the collapse of the Berlin
Wall. and of the regime itsell, On January
15, 1990, demonsirators stormed the Stas
headquarters.

From the outset, the GDR fostered the
myth that cast Germans were the good Ger-
mans, liberated from Nazism by the Red
Army, while west Germans were the ones
responsible for fascisme . L almost over-
night the Gennans in the castern states were
made, or made themselves. innocent ol
Nazism, It seemed as il they actually be
lieved that Nazis had come from and re
wrned to the western parls of Gennany,
and were somchow separate from them’
(. 161). (Of course. this myth was entirely
at odds with the historical record. The Red
Army had used preat hrinality in its ad
vance through eastern Germany, holding
all Germans responsible For Hitler, culmi-
nating in the mass rape ol women i Berlin
in 19457y Ina similar vein, the Berlin Watl,
crected in 1961, became the “anti fascist
delensive measure”. A wall to keep people
in becanie i wall Lo keep Tascists out. This
didn’1 stop the GDR selling 34,000 malcon-
tents to the liederal Republic in exchange
for hard currency.

Stasiland isn’t political history so much
as a eollection of personal histories. The
saddest concerns Minam, who distributed
leaflets in 1968, aged 16, naively calling for
‘consultations, not water cautnon’. She was
arrested, held in solituy conlinement fog a
month, and released pending trial. She
made her way to Berlin and tried 1o get
over the Wallo Afer a trial at which she
wits accused of nearly starng a third world

war, she served 18 months in prison. After

her release, she moved in with a boyfriend,
whom she subsequently marricd. He died
in custody in 1980, and following a fong-
running wrangle with the authorities in an
attemplt to reclaim the body, she was regu-

larly called in for questioning for the rest
ol the lite of the GDR.

Frau Paul was separated from her sickly
bithy when the Wall went up. She refused
to po through with a deal which would reu-
nite her with the chitd if she agreed to work
for the Stasi, hecause she woulda't shop
opponents of the regime. Mother and ctnld
were separited for five years. Funder also
met Klaus Renft, “the Mick Jagger of the
castern bloe', who wis unable to record
alter he went to renew his licence to per-
form in 1975 and was told his band no
longer existed. Julia,a young wornan whose
mislortune it had been 1o have an talian
boviriend, also found her life blighted by
the capriciousness of burcaucracy. Onone
memorable occasion, aclerk at the employ
ment otfice shricked a her that she was
not unemployed, she was seeking work! -
obviously an unconscious popil of
Margaret Thatcher!

A steady trickle of former Stasi men re-
sponded to uan advert that Funder put 1n a
Jocal newspaper. Some are hardened rep
tiles of the old regime. stll justifying them-
selves. Some we trying to build a dife un
der reunitication. Others organise mutual
support through the xinister sounding
Insiderkoniitee. They are said to have links
to the DS, which wrose out ol the ashes
ol the SED. and access tosome of the SEI's
missing mitlions. Theo there is the story of
the Stast man brovght up as a model so
cialist because, he fonnd out fater, his fa-
ther had stood as mayor for the Liberal
Democrats in 1940, and had been forced to

join the party on pain of imprisonment.

Funder also tries to probe the phenom-
enon of estalpie — nostalpia for the GDR.
While some of itemanates not surprisingly
from former stalwasts ot the regame, there
are many workers who compare the uncer-
tainties of today's economy with the cer-
tainties of yesterday. What's the point of
having the freedom to trivvel abroad if you
can’taftord 1, as someone puts i

The GDR combined equal guantities of
Katka, Orwell and Kitsch, 1twas inevitable
that a regime that elevated the cult of swr-
veillance above any sense of social soli-
durity would collapse like a house of cards
once its Soviet protector called tme. The
history of the GDR doesn’t have positive
lessons for socialists, [nstead. it reminds
us of everything socialism shouldn’t be.
We have paid a very heavy price for Sta-
linisim’s monstrous caricature of socialisny,
In rebuilding asocialist tradition, we can-
not afford to be nostalgic tor Stasiland.
NOTES
' See Richard Price, *Wurkets Power: Ten years
in the pit of centrism’, Workers Action No 11,
March-Apnl 2001.

" See Antony Beevor, Bertin, The Dovenfall
1945, Pengrnn, 2003, WA
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The Leopard

Directed by Luchino Visconti
(1963)

DVD BFIVD595

178 minutes + extra material
2004, £:19.99

Richard Price

Fxamples of great books that have been
tost in the course ol (ranslation to the big
screen are oo ninmerous (0 niention. Ou
the other hand, there have been cases off
pulp fiction ending up as quality motion
picture — parts one and two of The Godfa-
ter spring to mind. Since so many fils
aren’t adapted from novels in the first
place, the number of oulstanding novels
that make it o celluloid inonce piece is very
soall, Althouph The Leopard fully quali-
fics on both counts, 1t has had a tortuous
history.

The author, Giuseppe Tomasi i
Lampedusa, born in 1896, was o Sicilian
prince, the last of an illustrious hne of
nobles who could trace their ancestry back
1o Tiberius 1, the sixth-century Emperor of
Byzantium. Although opposed to Musso-
lini and anti-clerical, he played no active
part in politics, devoting much of a fairly
uneventtul life 1o the contemplation ol his-
tory and literature. His study ot Russian,
I'rench, German and English Hterature re-
sulted in a few carelully crafted essays and
he began writing his only novel, The Leop-
ard, in 1955, having mulled it over for 25
years. He completed it shortly before his
death in 1957, but was unable to find a
publisher. When The Leopard was linally
published the following vear, it rapidly be-
came a huge international success, and its
popularity hetped make the breakthrough
for other conteinporary [lalian writers.

The director ol the film of the book,
Luchino Visconti (1906 76), was 1 member
of an outstanding generation ol post-war
Italian dircctors that included Federico
Fellini, Pier Paolo Pasolini, Roberto
Rasselling,  Viltorio De Sica and
Michelangelo Antonioni. Born into a very
wealthy northern aristocratic family, his
carly political sympathics were pro-fascist,
but when he gravitated towards film he
came into contact with members of the clan-
destine Communist Party, and was further
radicalised by the German occupation of
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Ronte i 1993-4 Paradlel to his work as a film-
nraker, he directed both plays and opera,

Visconti's best known filims in this coun
try are probably Death in Venee (1971
and The Deamned (196R), both stving: Dirk
Bogarde. At the nisk of upsetting dyed-in-
the wool Viscont ites, Hind Deatlrin Ven-
ice - his hyrobrious essay on mortality and
unconsummated wmocrotie desire based
on Thomas Mann's novella tedious in
the extreme. The Damned, which deals with
an mdustrishist tamily's role i the Nazis”
rise to power, is occastonatly shown on
wlevision, and has worn rather betier

When he came to fitim The Leopard in
1962, Viscontt was al the hetght ol s pow -
ers. His technical mastery is evident from
the opening shots. As Clandia Ciadinale
cxplains inanaccompanving interview, he
left nothimg o chance. His metculous style
ol direction was strongly influenced by his
theatrical work and he knew precisely whiu
he wanted from cach scene. not only in
wnns of acting, but also i the minute re-
creation of [860s Sicily. Wide screen pho
tography s used to great effect, enabling
Viscont to use large numbers of actors si-
wltancously, notablv in the ballroom
seene which occupies the Tinal quarter of
the fil.

s no exaggeration to say that Visconti
draws carcer best performances from cach
ol his three Teading actors. Tle had hoped
1o cast Lawrence Olivier as Don Labrizio,
Punce of Salina - the leopad of the tle,
who is based closely on di Lampedusa’s
arcat grandbather. Instead, inited Artists
insisted on Buit Luncaster. Viscontn was
initially hostile to Lancaster, whose CVin
cluded playing cowboys and trapeze arl-
ists. But Lancaster is o revelanon, appar-
ently basing his anstocratic gestures and
mannerisins on observing Visconti himsed !
Alain Delon rises above the cold, emotion-
less characters he tended to play in French
policiers o portray Fabrizio's dashing but
opportunist nephew, Tancredi, while
Clapdia Cardinale is perfect as the beauti
ful daughicer ol Bon Calopero, the prasp-
ing mayer who represents the rising mafia
{fricndly bourgeoisic.

Like the novell the ilm was an immediate
success when it was released in 1963, win-
ning the Palme d" O at Cannes. But at thiee
houts long, il was considered uncommer
clal. s US premier was, according to
Cardinale, “adisaster’, with eritics unwifl-
i toeeept Lancaster playmg againsthis
tough yuy imuage

Forashart time it circuiated i version
butchered by United Artists, before disap
pearnng almost without trace. By the time 1
first saw the filin i the nud-T980s, it had

hardty been shown tor 200 years, Biven after

s critical rehabilitation., sereenings were
fow and far between until acun in London

fast yearcmnd until very recently iteenvined
unreleased on either video or DV

But e Leopard ts mmuch more than a
beautiful pertod prece. T numages to be a
protound meditation on class relations, s
tarieal change and continuity that s both
irome and full of pathos. The story is os-
tensibly strughtforwand. Tt opens with
Garthaldi’s landing in Sicily in 1860 - an
event that threatens o shake the decay
g established order 1o its foundations.
Compounding Don Fabrizio's pamiul
toreboding (hat Sicidian history s af acdead
end and that lus own class s doomed. s
Lwvourtte nephew, Tancredi, joins the rehels,

But Tancredi’s npetuousness s bal-
anced by his mesight that if we wint eve-
rything to stay as tss, everything has to
change’. The nobility must execute acom
promise with the forces of change, repre-
sented locally by the oily political cmbrace
ol Don Calogero, the acquisitive mayor of
the Prince’s summer residence of
Donnatugata, More fortunately, the mechi-
nism for the compromise 1s i love malch
hetween Tancredi and Calogero’™s daugh
tercAngehica, o which the Prence gives his
blessing. The polineal side ol the deat 1s
the Prince’s support in the plebiscite to
dectde Tt unstication under the
Predmontese monarchy, Cialogeradelivers
the result in Donnalugata 512 voltes
favour and none against — i e mannet
worthy of Saddam Hussein.

While the Llm oos Tarthful 1o i
Lampedusa’s novel it is not a carbon copy.
Iy drawing out:ienovel of harely 200 e
o a three-howr ilm, Viscont cxpands
some of s elements, and discards others.
The ball scene, set two years alter
Garibaldi’s landing, forms a chapter of less
than 20 pages in the book. In the 11l 1t
hecomes a 45 minute epie, and i many
witys 18 the most important section of the
film. Where di Lampedusa’s focus 1s Sical -
an history, Viscontt seems (o be exiending
its central metaphor to the sweep of Tradian
history. While superfictally the ball s a
showpicee lor the new political alignment,
as the night draws on the Prince’s intima-
tions of his own mortality blend with pes-
simistic conclusions about the future. ot
while the nobility may have boughtitsell o
eprieve. the new relationship of Torces only
serves to componnd Sicily's historical im-
passe. As the Prince weartly feaves the ball
and walks homie, the tast of the rebels of
1860 wre shot at diwn by the new rovalist
army, whose officer corps Tancredi has

Joined.

Like the novel, the (lm drew hostile com-
ments from Conmmuonist Party intellectoals.
Di Lampedusa was attacked tor tradition
alism and setting out a reactionary philoso-
phy: Viscontt was accused of harbouring
secret sympathies for the ofd anstocracy -

something he suenuously demed.

In fact, while di Lampedusa was nostal -
gic for some ol the culture of the past, he
was certunly no backwind looking roman
tie when it cime 1o history, Visconti, mean-
while, brought o The Leopard insights de-
rived from the Marxist analysis ol the
southern question. Bae fhe Leopard
doesn’twork better than, say, Bertoluedi's
sprawling epic of 20th-century Tt his-
tory, /900, just because 1ts historical
msights are more subtle - even though
they are. Where Bertolucet’s people are
crude carcatures of elass types, right ap
to Donald Suthedland's comedy fascist,
Viscont's history hives through the amby
pntes of s chwacters. These are real peo-
ple tacing genume dilenvmas, The Leopard
is e great film, not because it's a superior
history fesson, but because it works as
drama.

From the vantage point of the 1960s,
what political or artistic purpose could an
upbeat, optimistic version of the 1860x
have served? And why, in any case,
shouldn™tanarnst intluenced by Marsvism
inhabit the world view of o T9th-century
prince, i by doing so he could ilfuminae
deeper truths?

Fhe historie compromise between the old
and new ruless not only sustaned the po-
hitcal donunation of the north. I ensured
the subjection ol the peasantey of the south
lor a century alter Garibaldi. I the failure
ol the Risorgimento to carry out a clew
1789 style break with the old order didn 't
predispose Haly o fascismeiteertunly pro-
vided one ot its historical preconditions.
Gramser and the Turin communists ol
1 Ondine Nuovo understood well ecnough
in 1920 that the only progressive solwtion
to the ipasse was o revolutionary one:

“The Northern bourgeoisie his subju
sated the South of Taly and the Istands,
and reduced them to exploitable colones;
by emancipating tself fronycapttalist slav-
ery, the Northern proletariat wall ecmancet
pate the Southern peasantinasses enslaved
to the banks and the parasitic industry of
the North. The cconomie and political re-
peneration of the peasants should not be
sought in a division of uncultivated oy
poorly cultivated lands, but in the solidar-
ity of the indnstrial proletariat. This in turn
needs the soldarity of the peasantry and
has an Sinterest i ensuring, that capital
isntis not rebora cconomically Trom Landed
property; that Southern Ttaly and the s
Jlands do not become a military hase for
capitahist counter-revolution.” 'The alteoni-
tive was two decades of fuscism.

Through this fully restored version on
DVD. The Leopard has not only carned a
new lease of lite. Ttis one of aselectnumber
of films (hat deserves to be recopnised as

amaslerpiedce, WA
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Jack Firestein
1917-2004

Lifelong socialist
and Labour
activist

To have been active m the Labour move
ment for seven decades is no small achicve
ment in gsell. To have done so and rcemained
on good tenns with many other activists 1s
rarer still. Jack Firestein, who died on No-
vember 15 at the age of 87, embodicd many

of the best traditions of the old Last End of

London ol the 19230s, where poverty, anti-
semitism and radical ideas bred thousands
ol committed socialists.

Born in Whitechapel in 1917 1o an east-
ern Furopean Jewish Gamily, Jack joined the
Communist Parly in the [930s like many
others of his background and generation.
Alter working briefly as a twlor, he took up
bookselling  a trade he kepl up for most
of his life. Tn 1936, he (ook part in the fa-
maous Baitle of Cable Street, when Mosley s
Blackshirts were routed by a massive mo-
bilisation of East Lind workers. Phil Piratin,
the Communist MP for Stepney from 1945-
50, relerred o Tack in his book Onr Flag
Stavs Red as the “lad” who bravely heid the
hanner when, at the time of the Crzechoslo-
vak crisis in 1938, a contingent from
Stepney broke through the police cordon
surrounding the German Lmbassy - an ac-
tion that resulted ina pitched battle on the
steps ol the embassy.

During the Sccond World War, Jack was
seriousty mured at the Battle of Anzio in
1944, and caprured by German soldiers.
When Allied Torces advanced, he walked out
past the guards ol his POW camp, found
his way to northern France, and was subsce-
quently awarded the Military Medal for
bravery.

His bookselling (ook him [rom the East
Lind to Witlesden and Soho, onginally work
ing for i Communtst outlet, then running
an independent bookshop. In latter years,
Jack's bookstall outside the Camden abour
Centre was a fixture. He was closely asso
ciated for many years with the Unity Thea
ire, a branch of the workers” theatre move-
ment linked with the CP. After it burned
down, Jack never lost hope that one day 1t
would bere-established with Labour move-
tent support.

He left the CP after the traumatic sup-
pression of the Hungarian Revolution in
1956. As his long-time triend Gloria
1.azenby notes, he left without making a big
fuss, but unlike many contemporaries, he
didn’t see it as a political shipwreck from
which he was unable to recover. While his
political evolution took him away from Sta
linism, he renained a committed left-wing
socialist for the rest of his life.

Having moved 1o Camden in the late
19905, fack joined the Labour Party a few
years later, and for the next three decades
he remained active in its ranks, He was in
volved with the Camden Town Neighbour-
hood Advice Centre, helping people with
weltare problems. He also worked as

chautfeor to Clive Jenkins, the leader of
ASTMS, and in this capucity he regokaly
put the famboyant and rightward-moving
umon leader straight on the issues of the
day.

{ knew Juck well in the first hall of the
[980s, as a delegate to Camden Trades
Council. The CP still had a strong trade un
wn hase in Camden in those days, particu-
farly in Ucatt. ASTMS, and wnong trade
union headquarters officials, even though
the Stalinists wewe split into three warring
factions — four if you counted i lone Mao
ist. With 15-20 defegates, the Stalimsts’
control of the Trades Council seeined n-
pregnable, unnl the WRP Jocally decided
to pive them a run for their money. Within
a year or so, the opposing sides were al-
most equal, with a smaller number of Ta-
bour Party members in the middle, divided
hetween CP {ellow iravellers, and mdepend
ent-minded activists bike Jack. In the bat-
tles that ensued, which ranged over all than
net of domestic and international issues,
Jack worked closely with us. To the
Stalintsts” tntense annoyance, we ook up
issues such as the military coup in Polund,
and the Jaruzelski government’s scabbing
role during the miners” strike, Atone memo-
rably heated AGM, the CP lost the chab by
26 voles 1o 25,

With all its faults, the WRI's inlerven-
tion in Camden was asortof Healyism with
A human face. At the time of the rale cap-
ping struggle, Jack strongly supported the
proposal o establish a borough-wide as-
sembly to unite the council and health serv-
ice umons with anti-cuts councitlors and
tenants’ groups — an initiative the Stalinists
did everything they could o sabotage. In
spite of the baggage of Healyism, this broad
approach was far more positive than the
CP’s burcaucraue syndicalism, or, for that
matter, the SWP's pessimistic analysis of
the ‘downturn’, according to which social
ists had to retreat from public canpaigns
(o rebuitd workplace organisation. Afer
some suceesslul conferences. the Camden
Assembly Tell apart with the rate-capping
debacie.

Jack's loyalty to the Labour Party was
strained (o breaking point in 2002, when
Gloria was deselected as a councllor in i
right-wing manocuvre. He supported her
subsequent campaign to gel re-elected as
an independent. Despite her winning
strong vole, the Liberal Democrats took the
seal. Apparently phased by his unexpeceted
success, the Lib Do candidate refused 10
take his seat, iggering another by clection
i which Gloria's vote went down. Atthough
by now his health was tailing, Jack was so
disgusted by New Labour’s evolution that
he joined Respect - ulthough he also kept
hts Labour Party card.

Richard Price
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Introduction

Chris Ford

The memoir tha follows was written ain 1951
by the Ukratnian Marxist Roman
Rosdolsky' (1898-1207), aathor ol The
Meaking of Mar s Capital and Engels and
the “Newthistoric™ Peoples: The National
Question in the Revolutions of 1848, Pub-
lished here for the lirst tane in English, itis
arare chapter in the history of the socialist
movenient that has been long forgotten.
Rosdolsky was the sole known survivor
ol the tragedy thal consumed pioneers of
whom he writes Teis a lilting time to re-
publish this memoir for once again the
Ukraintan question is pliced on the agenda
of the day by the resurpent masses. Yet it
is alse a ome when koowledge ol the
Pkrainian Marsist tradition is at its Jowest
cbb, no more so than in Gidlicin, the region
o which this sccount relates. The intellec

tual Bohdan Krawchenko once commented
that ‘we are called a non-historic people,
and we are inthat we have forgotien our
histony ", in publishing this work we may
tnake a modest contributton Lo the recov-
ery of Ukraine’s lost et

The period which this account covers is
one of ereat relevance to the cunent gen
cration of Marxists  that of the First
World War. The debates that ensued
within international sociadesin o the pe
rod before and during that conflapration
have been long examined for thedr lessons
and guidance to socialists in their rela-
tionship 1o contemporary conflicts. For
the socialist movement which had begun
its journey at the start of the 19th century
this was a time i which it faced o near
catastrophe. For this reason (hose lew
revoluttonary internationalists who stood
against the tide and ensured the survival
of socialism hold w unique and proud
place in our history.

The soctalist movement of the early 20th
cenlury was united in the Second Interna-
tionat, which was commitied to opposing
the imminent war and utilising the erisis to
promote revolution 1o *hasten the aboli-
tion of capitalist class rule™. Then in Aun-
sust 1914, when the first cannon shots were
heard, the sociadist parties of nearly all the
hetliperent countries capitulated before
their govermments, Hkraine, which became
amain arena of the war, was the largest
oppressed nation tn Burope, ils territory
partitioned between the Russian Empire,
and its western provinees of Galicia and
Bukovyna where some four million inhab-
itunts lived under the Ausiro Hungarian
Empire. In these territories the more fiberal

policies of the Austrian Habsburgs stood
in contrast to the Tsarist despotisnt across
the border. with its police state backed
poticies of Russification. For this reason,
Galicia played a magjor role in the develop
ment of the Ukraiman movement, and was
known as the “Ukrainian Piedmont’™.

The Ukrainian soctalist movement was

divided organisationally along the Tines of

the country's partition: The Ukrainian
Social Democratie Workers Party
(USDRIM in Russian-ruled Ukraine and
the Ukrainian Social Democratic Party
(USDP) in Gabicia and Bukovyna in Aus-
irian ruted Ukrawme, Most USDRP lead-
ers such as Lev Yurkevych opposed the
war, the exception being Symon Petliura
whose Moscow-based paper Ukrainskaia
Zhizn (Ukratnian Tifey represented the
‘Russian ortentation” In a mirror image,
it CAustrian orieniation” took hold, but in
the case of the USDP it was supported by
the majority of the feadership, who
formed a bloe with rival Ukrainjan par-
ties i the Holovna Ukratnsha Rada (Su
preme Ukrainian Counctlh. s manifesto
declared that “The victory of the Austro-
Hungarian Monarchy shall be our own vie
tory". ‘The exception (o this lendency was
the leading USDP theorst Volodomyr
Levynsky, who teamed up with Yurkevych
in Geneva as an internationalist bloc rais
ing the voice ol authentic Ukrainian Marx-
ism.” In the now dire conditions of the war-
torn territories ol Galicia another lorce of
young socialists emerged opposed to the
war outside of the official USDP. The
Internatsional na Revoliutsiina Sotsiiald
Demokratychna Molod™ (IRSDM - Inter
national Revolutionary Social Democratic
Youth), engaged in conspiratorial activi-
ties, was the first distinetly “international
ist” organisation to make ity uppearance i
this region, providing the nucleus around
which the Komunistychna Partiia
Zakhidnoi Ukrainy (KPZU — Comnumisi
Party of Western Ukraine) took shape. The
rode of this proup was largely ipnored, a
fact made worse because many ofits former
members were expetled from the KPZ1 in
the late 1920s.

The IRSDM was very much within the

vernacular revolutionary tradition of

Ukraine: after the defeat of 1848, politi-
cal life in Galicia was dominated by pro-
Russian and pro-Ukranian intellectual
camps, both of which excluded the masses
from politics. This changed in the late
[870s under the impact ol the anarcho-
socialist Mykhailo Drahomanov (1841
FR893). a pofitical exile (rom Kiev who ener-
gised a generation of Galician youth, and
from whom the IRSDM initially took their
narme.

Drahomanov can be considered the pio
neer of Ukrainian socialism, Exiled in

(876, he published in Geneva the irst
Ukrainian socialist journal, Hromada
(Community). His work wits a magor turn-
ing point in the Ukrainian movement. Ac
cording 1o his nicee, Lesya Uksanka, his
tdeal was i peasant state with anarchisg
production”. He soupht to move the na
tiona! moventent from purely coltural en
deavours towards a political challenge. He
was convineed that any revolutionary lis-
tening 1o the voices of revolt from below
would hear this ery for self determination:
o every country, in cach human race. in
cvery community and even cach indi-
vidunal, there have to be separate ap
proaches o the attainment of the same so-
lutions. These are the Tessons drawn [rom
the  cfforts  of  the  International
Workingmen's Association.” The pro-
grawme ol Drahomanoy was influential
on subscquent Ukrnian socialist ideas
and even on his critics. Notably, he argued
the inseparability of national hberation
from social emancipation,

In 1890 his followers in Galicia had
tormed the Rutheman-Ukrinmian Radical
Party, and alter his death in 1895 the Rads
cals underwent a transformation which
witnessed the crystadlisation ot three dis
tnct ¢lements, irom which emerped a
Marxian social democratic wing headed by
Yulian Bachynskyt. [t was under these cir
cumstances that, once again, @ vounger
gencration of Galicians emerged, argan
ising at first in secret Deahomanoy soa-
cties, the Drahomanivka, from which
evolved the IRSDM.

These youth adhered 10 0 mysiad of
views: populist, anarchist. socialist revo.
lutionary and Marxist. Myroslav lrchan. a
member in Lviv deseribed it as “anadmix-
wire of the theories of all the revolution-
ary parties. More concretely. the
“Drahomanivka” was an illegal “openrevo
futionary rostrum™ lor the youth™ !
Rosdolsky is writing in the period in
which this underground network had o be
rebuilt in war-tinte conditions. Tt is dilTi-
cult to imagine just how awful the condr:
fions were for these young socialists.
Muost of Galicia and Bukovyna was occu-
pied by Russia from September 1914
Junc 1915, during which it was subjected
10 2 vicious canpatgen 10 Russity the re-
gion. Thousands were imprisoned and
Ukrainian organisations suppressed, the
returning Austrians in turn engaged i their
own represstons. The organisation was
rebuilt along revolutionary Marxist Tiies
after the Russian withdrawal. The bulk of
the work was done by Osyp Krilyk
(Vasyl'kiv) who would fater emerge as
feader of the KPZUL The group’s most
crudite theoreticians were Roman
Kuz'ma (Turians'kyi) and Roman
Rosdolsky, both ol whom also assumed
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impaortant positions in the KPZU. Within
six months of its reorganization the
IRSDM had approximately 500) membaers
in all of the major Galicran cities.
Rosdolsky does not mention all ofhis own
contributions: the IRSDM’s orpan.
Vistnvk, was edited by him and he devel-
oped two cwrricula of instructton for the
IRSDM's leeturers. The first of these, the
‘Curriculum tor a Free Sociatist School”,
mmed at Cligquidating religious super-
stitions and formulating a monistic- ma
terialistic world outlook™. The sccond pro-
gramme mvolved a thorough grounding in
the socialist classics and was geared for
‘party-political training’ .’

The IRSDM also succeeded 1o establish
ing ties with an underground movement of
the Zimmerwald Left active in castern
Ukraine, The IRSDM publicised the ac
tivities of Licbknechtand Luxemburg and
saw the war as a prelude 1o international
socialist revolution. The October Revo
lution in Russia was warmly preeted by
the IRSDM: It has shaken the proletariag
and ts party,” wrote Vistnvk, lromits long
war-time lethargy. Now poweriul seerel
forces are beginning to emerge.™®

As carly as December 1918 elenents
ol the IRSDM were advocating forming a
communist party in Galicia. The IRSDM
could rightly claim 1o have prepared the
groundwork for the cmergence of the
cortiniunist movement in Galicia, Under
conditions ol the blackest reaction and
absolutism, they were tirst to tuke up the
struggle against nationalism, soctal oppor-
tunism, and chauvinism; first to come oul
against the war; and first to defend the
great proletarian revolution, They had
done so in the fice of Russian and Aus-
trian repression and at a time when social
ism appeared to have collapsed across the
world. 'This account by Rosdolsky there:
[ore provides an inspirational imessage for
arebirth of Ukrainian Marxism at a ime
when the legacy of Stalimsm appears to
have doomed it 1o the past.

NOTES

" Published by the Ukrainian Revolutionary
Democratic Party 1in their organ, Do istord
wkrains kolo Hvo-sotsiialisiyelinoho rukha v
Halychnyni (Pidehasvoienni “Drahomaniviy”
1916 1988}y, Vpered, 1951, No.3-4,

Y See the serialised fustory ot Ukrainun
Marxisim by Chris Vord in The Hobgoblin
issues 4 (2002) and 5 (2004).

$The best history of the Communist Party of
West Ukraine is Janusz. Radvziejowski, The
Communist Party of Western Ukraine, 1910-
1929, CIUS Press. Canada

A Ul account of this organisation can be
found in Roman Solchanyk, ‘Revolutionary
Marxism in Galicia Before (9187, Fast
turopean Quarterly Vol X, No 1, 1976.

* Ihid.
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A contribution to
the history of
the Ukrainian

left-wing
socialist
movement in
Galicia

The Wartime, 1916-18,
‘Drahomanov Organisation’

Roman Rosdolsky

Where are vou, my old-time friends?
You are dispersed, like paths in the forest,
t.. Ukrainka

Out of the graves, voices are heard:
‘Comrades!” What kind of comrade are
vou to us?

What we were doing
about.

you only dream
A.Stizyz

It is fimpossible to write about the begin-
nings ol the Ukrainian left-wing sociahist
movement in Galicia without mentioning
the so-called *Drahontanov Organisation’
(Dralomanivky).

The reader of our ime knows, probably,
htle about these underground, sell: edu
cational groups of young people whose
network covered nearly all of the
aymnasimns' and teacher seminaries of
Lastern Galicia on the eve and during the
years of the First World War, 1914 10 1918,

From the historical point of view, the
Drahomanov Orpamisation was it succes
sor to the previous secondary schoal sto-
dent groups (Hromidy), which existed from
the 1800s throuph the 1880s. However, as
the name itself indicates, the PDrahomanoy
Orpamsation was trom the outsel a move
ment with a more or less distinet leftisty,
progressive colouring. This differentated
it trom the former poputist, Ukrainophile
Hromady.

[ waus wysell fortunate cnough to be a
member of the Drahomanov Organisation
in Lviv from early 1912, T was ai first a par
ticipant in the so-called *Prepatatory Group’
(a candidate as we would call it today,
and later a fuli member of the Senior Group.
trom these tuines there are two names par
vcularly dear to me, two long-decensed
friecnds: Osyp Danylovych and Andriy
Mekelyta. The former, already a university
student, was the feader and the perennial
instrucior to his audience — which con-
sisted of more than 20 students attending
the fourth amd fifth gymnasium classes -
ol the basic tenets of the modern scientific
world outlook, and primarily of Darwinism,
and o liberate them irom clericalist preju-
dices. Liven today, | am amazed how casily
Danylovych succeeded in his task. Already
alter two or three months most his histen-
ers  who of course didn’t know about the
existence of the Scnior Group and of the
Drahomanov Organisation as such - be-
catne convinced free-thinkers, and enthu-
siastically espoused socialistic ideas.
Danylovych was, indeed, a remarkably
pifted, convincing speaker, No wonder that
his weekly tatks meant more to us than the
dull and trite admonitions of our school-
masters and religious instructors, who time
after time cautioned us against the ‘perni-
cious” consequences of atheism and so-
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cialism. The poor fellows didn’trealise how
sweet the forbidden fruits taste from the
clernally green tree of tree human thought!

[thas 1o be cmphasised that Danylovych
himseil was  a  sociabst of  the
Drahomanaovian type, and this is why he
often ardently opposed the many “Marx
ists" of the Senior Group. [o spite of this,
thanks to Tus theless and consistent anti-
clerical propaganda, he accomplished a
most important job: he paved for us the
road which led bevond Drahomanov's ide-
olopy towards seientific, Marxist social-
ism! As aperson, Danylovych was unusu-
ally hipgh-minded and dedicateds this is
why we were deeply hart by his death in
the Ukreainian Sharpshooters” Legion
(Sichovi Striltsi) in 1915 "

In contrast to Danvlovych, the 1/7-year-
old A, Mckelyta - a native of the viltage
Butyn Velyky, Zhovkva distiiel - was a
convineed social democrat and Murxist!
He had reervited me to the Preparatory
Group and supplicd me with socialistic bt
cruture in Ukrainian, Polish and Russian,
Under his influence and puidance, began

(o read avidly the more popular works of

toects, Kautsky, Lassalle, Bogdanov and
belore long | became a determined, al
though stll o very huzy Marxst,

During the next two years { was, as a
matier ol course, a constant gucst at the
boisterous and cheerful Todgings, in
Vinnenska street and later in Teatynska
street, where Mekelyta lived together with
four other "Drahonunovians'. The places
were also Irequented by Danylovyeh,
Ohonovsky ("Kovbas™), | Rosenberg
(Chorny) the “anarchist’ Kvas, the "Marx-
ist” Flash, ¥ Palashchuk (Komar),” the
Didushok brothers® and sundry “citizens
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and rebels” . 1t seems hardly necessary (o
stress that the discussions which took
plice there were incomparably more inter-
esting than the lectures ol our gymnasium
pedagogues. The hife of these discussions
was the perennially hungry and the peren:
mially enthusiastic Mekelvta, who sup-
ported himnsell by giving private lessons.
However, he spent the major part of his
income on books and, conseguently, he
often had o dine on o roll and a bottle ol
lemonade. Unlortunately, he, too, perished
futifely, in 1918 on the Ttalian front. Only
his last leter remained with as, in which he
dreamed of the Torthcoming soctalist revo-
fution,

Previously [have mentioned two lewish
comrades, Rosenberg and Flash. They
were, regretlibly, the only two non-Ukrain-
ran members of the Lyviv Drahomanoy Or -
ganisaton. Otherwise, the organisation
had hardly any contacts, eithier with the
voung Jewish socialists, or with the analo-
pous Polish movement, Promienisci ('The
Radiant Ones’).” But how was it possible
to collaborate closely with iin organisation
which, despue its sell procluimed leftst
character, stubbornly maintained the plat
forne of a “historical” Poland, and whose
members were in the best case, only ol
fowers of Pilsudski?

As already stated, the Drahomanov Or
panisation did not have a clear cut social-
ist outlook: consequently, it could even
less be considered us Marxist. Neverthe
less, the socialists, being the mnost active,
pave a socialistic tone to the movenent’s
activity. This was demonstrated at the na-
tional congress ol the Drahomanoy Orpani-
sation in 1963 where a signmiftcant non-so-
ciabist, o1 rather nationalist, oppositton
cmerged which the socialist leaders found
dithicult 1o deal with. Morcover, even de-
clared socialists antonyg the
Drahomuanovians were not free from na
tionalistic inclinations; this was the time
when a young social democrat, Dontsoy M
stepped forward with his propaganda i
fuvour ol an Independent Ukraine sup
ported by German and Austrian bayonets
(*the Austrophile orientation”).

Therefore, it wasn't surprising that upon
the onthreak of the World War, in 1914, the
Drahomanoy Orgamsation fell apart and
the majortty of its members found them-
selves (i the Ukrainian Sich Sharpshoot-
ets. Similarly, the majority of the Promicenisci
juined the Polish Legions organised by
Pilsudski.

When we began to rebuild the organisa-
tion in Lvivin 1916 we were able fo estab
lish contacts with only two senior mem-
bers of the pre war Drahomanoy move-
ment; Halushehak and Kandyuk, But,
our surprise, they both energetically op-
posed the renewal of the organisation, and

espeaially giving 10 a socialist claracter
So we were obliged 1o st ourselves; the
circumstances, however, were favourable!
tiest ol all we had a proup of active and
ardent leaders! The following meri 1o be
named above allr RO Kuzma (Turvansky),
O, Krilvk (Vasylkivy, I Khion (lkoy, O.
Berezvnsky, T Prokopovych, S Pankivs,
and V. Syroizha®

Secondly, in the course of the years
1915 1916 the pro-Austrian sympathies of
the Galician Ukraintan conmmnunity cooled
down considerably. The protracted, inex-
tricuble war provoked a mood of muoted dis
satisfaction, and caused an increase ot radi-
isin i the whole society. This enabled
tis to give ot once (o the Drabomanoy Or-
panisation asocialist, or more accuralely a
social democratic. outlook. Here it must be
said that our brand of soctdisim had basi-
cally littke in common with that of the ot
ctal” Ukrainian Sociul-Democratic: Party
(UISDP)YY From the very beginning, we
sharply enticized the Austrophile orienta
tion, and the infamous Union for the Lib
cration of Ukraine,Y while the bosses of
the USDP let themselves meekly be led on
tic leash of Austran impertalism. Tremem
ber well, as if it were today, how conncally
the leader of the USDP. Mykola
Hankevyeh,Y backed away fromus, when
we on account of our naivete presented o
him, in (917, our {irst, hectographically
duplicated., anti-war publications! Indecd.
what could such a respectable parlivmen
tarian and Crealistic’ politician as M.
Hankevych have in common with “kids’
who were fascinated by the anti-war ac
tivities ol K. Lichknecht, by the assassina-
tion ol Count Stargkh¥'" by Friedrich
Adler. und who placed all their hopes on
the comiing proletarian revolution?

But I um running ahead of my story. |
would like to say lirst a lew words ahout
the development ol the revived
Drahomanov Organisation. Thanks to the
tireless cfforts of O. Krilyk and O.
Berezynsky, we possessed, within six
months, quite a strong organisation with
hranches in Lviv, Stryi, Drohobych, Sambir,
Ternopil, and Peremyshi. We also begpan
to publish a small, 16 page journal. which
we duplicated on @ hectograph, The Her-
ald of the Drahonanoy Oreanisation
{Visnyk Drahomanivskol Orhanizatsii; the
cditor and the chiel contributor was
Prokopovych, Only six or seven issues of
The Herald, cach in 200 copies, appeared
throughout its publication. It was Jater su
perseded by The Warelwords (Klyeht, two
tssucs), and The Free School (Vilna Shkola,
otte issuc)t

These last two journals came out after
the national conference, in spring 1918, at
which the Drahomanov Organisation was
transformed into the Internationul Revolu-
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tionary Social Democratic Youth Orpani-
siation (IRSDM). Concerning the political
tendency of The Herald and The Wateh
wordy, they were fully dedicated 10 ann
war propaganda and the combating of the
“Austrophife Concept’. This is confirmed
by all the issues of both listle journals,
which are preserved in the library of the
Shevehenko Scientific Society in Lviv. In
this connection we can refer to an appeal,
a photocopy of which was printed later, in
1928, in Owur Truth (Nasha Pravda). T con-
cluded with the following words: "Karl
Lichknecht and Rosa Tuxemburg are in
prison . . . How docs the German Social-
Demaocratic paper, Vorwarts, dare 1o call
Fricdrich Adler’s deed an actof insanity?’
‘Tor give the reader an even more explicit
ilhustration of the frame of iind of the war-
tlime Drahomanov Organisation, [ will re-
produce in tull the text of a poem, Let's
Persevere!, which appeared in The Herald.

Let's persevere! The eause is just,
And the idea pood

How often i my sleepless niphts

My mind has dwelt apon it

Of thas | thought while keeping vigil,
And dripping wet with sweat,

Py sure that gaeat Hindenburg himsel!
Would be surprised at this,

Now et me shout [or all 1o hear:

Long tive Herr Hindenburg the Great!

And let us persevere!

Iet’s persevere in our war,

And our marching units,

In skirmishies and combat dubies,
And att the other things,

[n bellies, lungs, and our hearts,
And hospitals, and dnils?

Let's pessevere i tears!

Doa’t Tatnent for the life that was,
Endure the pungs ol griel!

Woe be to those who in distress

Lay hands upon themselves!

Don't be a sinner {rom despair,

And tor the good of men - fet’s perse-
vere!

When you go through the sulTerng,
T'be time will come to strike:

Another bloody war to fight!

Now let the butchers tremble!

We may all perish in this strupgle,

But ¢wer cause will win

The victory, Then it is our turn to tell;
F.eCs persevere!

Hide 1l you can, you moneyhags,
You dirty canine spawn!

The sre of people will be strong.

You will be stoned 1o death like dogs.
While we rejoice at vernal feasts,
Which you will not attend. because

You do nol persevere.

As pocetry, this does notamount toamuch!
The picce should not be judged by literary
standards, and the author himsell did not
raise such elaims. But this poen s indica
tive of the moads and the hopes of the
leaders of the Druhomanoy Organisation
at that time,

No wonder that our organisation enthu-
stastically welcomed the outhreak of the
February Revolution in Russia, and, ¢ven
mote so, the unfolding of revolutionary
events i Ukraine. 'The revolution, with its
fervour, brilliant oratory and dramatic hap-
penings, contld non fail 1o capture the hearts
and the imagination ol the young
Drabomanovians. [Cnecessarily appearced
10 thent as the lone star which would show
to suffering mankind the road out of the
war (renches, and onward (0 social equal-
ity and fraternity among nalions.

The Drahomanovians were, ol course,
hardly aware that the supposcdly united
front of the *All Russian democracy’ was
from the very outset disrupted by the strug
gle among classes and parties. The best
prool” of our confusion was the fact that
our organisation published in Lvivoin 191K,
the pamphlet of the well known leader of
the Austrian Social Democrats, O. Bauer¥™
(H.Weber), eatiled The Russian Kevolu-
tion” 1ts author manocuvred between
Menshevism and Bolshevism, and at
tempted Lo reconetle reformism with revo
ltionary Marxism, and a bourgeols revo-
lution with a proetarian one. 11s hardly
necessary 1o stress that the chaos which
reigrned in our heads was even worse than
that. But who among the Ukrainian, Polish
or Jewish socialists in Galicia had, @t that
ttme, a better comprehension of the con-
tent and the motive forces of the Russian
Revolution”?

In any case, the Drahomanov Orranisa-
tion was the only Galician group which in
its press organ ook notice and gave wel-
come to the October coup. The Tater march
of the Red Army on Kiev, however, caused
dissensions among the leaders of the or-
ganisation. Under the influence of V.
Syroizha. later supported also by
Prokopovych ™ The Herald expressed it
seff in tavour of the Central Rada"™ and
culled the Red Army in Ukraine a force not
of liberation but ruther of occupation. Bul
did not the Bolsheviks™ Ukrainian policy at
that time, and especially the behaviour of
the Russian Bolsheviks in Ukraine, pive
groutids to such controversies™

L emphasise all these points Tor the sake
ol historical truth, since there were attempts
to present the war-time Drahomanov move
ment, and especially the IRSDM, as a near-
Bolshievik organisation. This has been
done by O. Krilyk in a speech during the

trial of the so called St. George’s group (see
Nashe Pravida, 1928). These attempts were
mativated by the naive desire (o prove to
the factional opponents within the tegional
Galician branch ot the Polish Communist
Party. 1.¢., (o Polish and Jewish comnu

nists, that we also had a revolutionary past,
even i more distinguished one than theirs,
Of course, the IRSDM was not, and could
not possibly have been, ‘Bolshevik’™. Let's
not forget that even in lghly industrial

ised Bohermnia, with its numerous proletar
ians, & Communist Party was lormed only
in 1920, But, discarding all exaggerations,
Krilyk's statement contained also a large
grain of truth. It was a fact that in Galicia
only the Ukrainian socialists were able to
ereale during the war years, from 1916 10
1918, arevolutionary organisation.

This was not accidental. As a ‘non-his-
torical” nation with under developed domii-
nant classes, we had then a small chance
to realise a bourgeois Ukrainian state! On
the other hand, the unsolved and essen
tally profoundly dynamic peasant prob-
lem, connected with the issuc of nationa
oppression, made our soil Favourable for
the spread of the ideas of revolwitonary
socrdism. This is the reason why we al
ready in 1916 18 had people such as
Vasylkiv and Taryansky; and this is why
the former members of the IRSDM, includ-
ing Maksymovyeh,!! Orlovsky.'” Rudyk"
and Rosenberg, " succeeded i forming the
Communist Party of Fastern Galicia to
which the Internationad refused recognition
uniil 1925, and which later became the nu-
cleus of the ofhicial Communist Party of
the Western Ukraine.

1 do not feel. however, qualified to write
about these later events. ol which 1 was
only an outside observer: the cimergence
of the Ukrainian communist movement in
Galicia, and the extermination of the Com-
munist Purty of Western Ukraine by Sta-
fin's henchmen, Maybe there survives still
some of the direet participants and mem-
bers of that party to record for the future
generations its story written in blood.

Author’s notes

" Killed by Stalinists in 1940,

S Killed by Stalinists tn 1932

¥ Shot by Stalinists i 1934,

U These words are a quotation from the
Ukranian Sharpshooters” song:

When Europe started that bloody war,

The Ukraine wanted o have an army ol bet
own,

In the city ot Lviv, on the Supinski and Kurkova
streets,

There pathered sundry citizens and rebels.
“Tothe Promieniscr group in Yarnow belonged,
al one time, the well-known Polish comnunist,
K. Radek.

“Ihe other members of the central board of the
PDrahomanov Organisation, besides those
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mentioned 1 the text, were the following: ().
Dinytrovyeh lied in 19200, § Kopertynska

and M. Zizhkovshki (a defeadant at the trial of

the SUGeorge's proup, amd 2 vietnm of the
Stihinists., i 1940)

“On the vecasion of FoAdlers anemnpt, the
Lviv branch of the Drahonanoy Organisation
catled @ special neeting, at which the
participants  many ol whom were in Austiian
military unitorms - after R Taryansky's formal
speech honoured the decd of Adler by rsing
from their seils.

* Further wsues did not appear hecanse of the
mishap which occurred in June 1918, the seizure
of the papers of Vo Syroizha, and of the
members of the Peremyshl brameh, Uortunately,
this did not lead to any serons conseguences
heciuse betore the police were able (o finish
the investipation the Austrian LLmpire collapsed.
*The pamphlet was printed in 1,000 copes.
The present writer, who al that time was a
sofdier inthe Austrian army, carnied 200 copies
o Kiey, daring 1he Skoropadsky regime,

" An opposite stand was taken by O Krilyk
and S, Pardkivsky, CThe latter perished in 1914
m the Ukramian-Polish war.)

" Liquidated by Stalinists in 19473

M Liguidated by Stalinists in 1932,

" iquidated by Stalinists in 1940

" Liquicdated by Stalmists m 1940

Additional notes by Chris Ford
"Oymnasins were o peneral education
secondary school, Tn 1867 the Austro-
Hungarian Empire conceded 1o the Poles the
control ol Galicia’s provineial povernnent and
educational system: Polish replaced German as
the Languagpe of insteuction. Ukrainan classes
could not be established without a deternuned
political straggic. At the time Ukrainians
accounted for 42 per cent ol the provinee's
population yet by 1910 there was one Pohish
gymnasium per 60,400 Poles and one Ukrainian
pymasim pee 066,000 Ukrnnians, Their
aceess to public funding blocked by Polish
authorties, UKramians turned to organising
privately  tunded schools.  Ukrainian
gymaasinns were closed down during the
Russian occupation of Gahcia (1914-17).

" Ukeaiink: Sichovi Stridtsi -- the Ukrainian Sich
Riflemen was titisedd by the General Ukraintan
C'ouncil in Lviv formed by the Ukraiman parties
in Austria in 1914, 1t called on Hkrainisns to
fipht Tor Austria agamst Russia Polish
mthiences on Austrians resteicted s number

1o 2,500 men. The vast majority ol other

Ukrainizns wha served on the Habsburg side
were indueted into regnlar Ausinan units.

"Thmytro Dontsov (1883 1973 A member ol

the Likrauman Social Democratic Workers 1arty,
m 1913 ke attacked the Ukrainan movement in
Russian-tuled Ukrame, calling fora federation
with Austria. In response, Lev Yurkevyeh was
tnstrumental in his expulsion trom the USDIRE.
In 1914 be was founding leader of the Aushian-
fuaded SV
Ekrmne, Inthe 19205 he abandoned any remnant
ol democeratie, never mind socialist, ideas,
hecoming a tewding ideologue of mtegpral
natonalism, and an the 19305 was o miago

Ulmon for the Tibertion ol

inl{fucnee on young Ukrnan nationatisis and
the cightist and fascistic clements which gamed
strengleat the time. He was a journahstm Nazi
Germany, feeiig 1o Canadiain 1945 where lived
untt his death.

M Ukrainska sotsial- demokratychna partia
(Ukrainian Social Democtatic Party). A socialist
workers” parly Tounded in {899 (he USDP
wils il section of the federated Soctal Derocratic
Party ol Austiiag 11 beld an Austro-Marxist
propramme and advocated a pan Ukrainian
mdependent republic, 1t had close ties o the
LISDRP in Russian-ruled Ukpstoe. Us leaders
included Y. Bachynsky, Vitvk Hankevych, V.
Fevynsky. [t engaged in trade union work
among the rural and urban workers, prominently
orgzanising strike commiuttees in the 1902 peasant
strike wave, A strong opportunist and pro
Austrian tendency emerged and the USDP

joined the Ukrainian General Council in 1914,

In 1921, however. the USDP adopled o pro
Sovict-Ukrainian unification plattorm. “The
USDP was outlawed by the Polish regime in
1024 and most ol its members jomed the
Communist Party of Western Ukaine.

¥ Soiuz Vyzvoleania Ukrainy (Union for the
Liberation of Ukratne). A notorious front
founded in Vienoa in 1954, it called for an
independent Ukraine and a constitution!
{Austrian) wonarchy. 10 was supported by the
ARSI govermnent as part of i wartime
espronage. To pain influence, the SVU
cstabhshed Take socihist organisafions as
fronts, which incloded renegades from the
Ukraimian  soecialist  movement. The
internationalist USDRE journal Borotha
(Srrugefe) waged a canpaign against the SVU
(see Borothba, Febh 1915, "A Shametul AT,
by Lev Yurkevychy An extensive account ol
the SVLU was pubhished by Rosdolsky, Do
istortf Sotuz Vovolennia Ukrainy, Ukrains skyi
samaostimyk, May 1969, with (he subtitle A
Historical Textbook for Today's Fast Furopean
Liberation Connnittees.

ViMykola Linthevych (1867-193 1) A founder
of the VUSDP Thinkevyeh was i socialist and
trade umon leader and played a leading role in
orpanising Ukrainian workers. In the 1890s he
published the paper Rebinyk (Worker) and
cduted the main USDP organ Volia (Freedom).
He was a main proponent of co operation
between Ukrainian and Polish socialists. In (914
he took a pro-war Austrophile position and
wits vice-president of the Supreme Uk rainian
Councilin bviv.

YU Coont Kard von Sungkh (1859-1916). An
ultra conservative and clericalist, he served as
Austria’s Minister-President from 1911 until
1916. Governing by deeree, Sturpkh's political
and pubbic populanity plummeted from the
cffeets of bis anti democratic pelicies. On the
night of October 21,1916, Sturgkh was
assassinated, shot dead by Friedrich Adler, son
ot the leader of the Social Democratie Party of
Aunstria, Viktor Adler.

Y Oo Bauer (1882-193R8). A leading meniher
of the Ausirian Social Democtatic Party ancl
theorst of Austro-Marxasm. His seminal work
The Question of Nutionalities and Social
Democracy (1907) provoked widespread

debate an the soctdist nmovement. A prisoner of
war 10 Russig during the First World War, he
led the left wing ot the SDE. presenting them as
a third force between the Communists and
nationahsts in theevolution of 1918 The failure
ol a socalist workers” revolt ¢1934) led o s
exile ubroad. He died in Paris.

™ Central Rada (Rada is the Ukraiman
ceuivalent ol couneily was founded on March
17,1917, as an all-Ukramian coalition of
workers, peasivits and middle class parlies in
Ukraine, Later. the Tarst AUk raonan Congrress
of Warkers®, Soldiers™ und Peasants’ Deputies,
of December 1917, proclimed 1is support tor
the Rada. It became the kev body of the
Ukuinian People’s Repubhie, doving 1he
Ukraintan Revolution from aulonomy (o
independence Mykoli Porsh, o leader of the
Ukramain Soctal Democratie Workers Party.
wrote in Rebitycha Hazeta, organ ot the
HSTIRP i October 1917: Al Tiest the Central
Rada was a bloc of parties uted around the
slogan ot autonomy and federation. When our
party entered the Radu it replaced ats class
orientation with a national one. Same of our
comrdes said quite phiinly that ontil we achieve
the gpoal of unity there cat be no elass struggle
tnthe Cenual Rada - As far as Fam concerned,
Ukrarnian social democrats had no right
compromising an class mterests indelerence 10
veneral, nattonal ones.” A major attempl
supported by the USDRP [elt and sections of
the Bolsheviks soupht and tailed to reconstite
the Rada on new foundations. The USDRP and
Bolsheviks split, the country plunged o cavil
war and [oretgninterventions, A lgic war broke
out between Soviet Russia and the Radacnding
alter the Rada signed the "Treaty ol Brest

Litovsk inviting in the German army, wluch in
i backed a coup dissalving the Central Rada.
S Ukraune the Bolsheviks only started to
orpanise as a sepacale Ukraimtan weritorial entity
alter Brest Latovsk. Betore then they G the
Mensheviks) had organised in the most modern
sccttons of the proletariat, which were
predominantly Russian, They rematned
outside, and even antagonistic ta. the Ukraintan
Revolution. The First Soviet government relied
on troops from Russta under command of
Antonoyv, who retused to recognise this
government, considering a Uksainian nationality
a tantasy. He entrusted Muravey, formerly a
colonel in the Tsarist Army, to take Kiey and
defeat the Radi, wineh was done with practices
ot outright Russtan chauvinism. A Lagpe faction
of the Bolsheviks in the cast even soapht 1o
patlition the country, The warnings of other
Bolsheviks, especially those who were
cthnieally Ukrainian, were ignored and the
second Soviet guvernment under Christuan
Rakovsky was an even bigger disaster.
Rakovsky, from the Balkans, was imposed by
Mascow. A selt-styled expert on the national
queshion he considered that the Ukraonian
nationality did not exist and was invented by
the inteliigentsia, He proclatmed the
“dictatorship of Russian culture” with 200
decrees against the Ukrainian language. His
regime was subsequently brought down by a
wave of insurrections, WA
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