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‘SCAB UNIONISM’ is growing like a cancer,
unopposed by trade union leaders ‘left’ or
right. This is the unavoidable conclusion to
be drawn from the crisis in the newspaper

industry.

Three years ago, Eddie Shah set out to produce
the ‘Stockport Messenger’ using a small scab
labour force and new technology.

The National Graphical
Association (NGA) took a
stand against scabbing,
and was bankrupted by
the courts under Thatch-
er’s anti-union laws.

..-The TUC General Coun-
cil, then led by Len Mur-
ray, betrayed the 1982
Wembley conference de-
cision to defy the laws,
and voted not to support
the NGA’s stand.

Shah took the TUC bet-

rayal at Warrington as a

signal. He immediately
began to organise his

attack on the unions in

Fleet Street.

From 1983, he planned

the launch of ‘Today’ with
adwce from former ‘Sun-
| Times’ editor
;:Andrew Neil, SDP peer
Lord Harris, and extreme
Tight-wing Tory Norris
McWhirter of the Free-
dom Association.

His finance came from
such pro-Tory firms as
Bricom, Trust House
Forte and McAlpine buil-
ders (not to mentlon £3
million from the invest-
ment bank of Stalinist
Hungary).

All the newspaper
monopolies are planning
to intreduce new tehc-
nology, move out of Fleet

Street and destroy jobs in
the process.

As well as Murdoch’s
5,500 sackings from News
International, Maxwell
foreced through 300 redun-
danelies and 1,800 other
job losses at the ‘Mirror’
(in fact the opening shot
of the Fleet Street war).

It has now announced
300 redundancies at Scot-
land’s ‘Daily Record’.

Associated Newspapers
is planning 1,000 job los-
ses, ‘Binding’ arbitration
and direct-input are de-
manded at the Guardian.

State interyention has
simply forced the pace.

'The‘ central issue at
Wapping, however, is not
just job losses, serious as

By WRP print
union members

they are. It is the destrue-
tion of trade unions by

Murdoch under the pro-

tection of the anti-union
laws.

That is why
trade union movement
must support the sacked
printers.

One of the greatest
strengths of the heroic
miners’ strike of 1984-85
was the refusal of Arthur
Scargill to back down to
the Tory laws, just as he
refused to condemn min-
ers who confronted police
violence.

In the midst of the
strike, other major un-
ions were posed, at Austin
Rover, with joining Sear-
gill’s stand against the
laws; while the T&GWU
did so, the AUEW,
GMBATU, and the ‘left’
leadership of AUEW-
TASS, appeared in court
and broke the TUC guide-
lines. That was the thin
end of the wedge.

Failure

Every trade unionist
knows about the TUC's
failure to build support
for the NUM. But it was
followed in September
last year by equally
dangerous treachery at
the Blackpool TUC.

While a resolution was
passed by the congress
supporting the victimised
miners, TUC leader Nor-
man Willis and T&GWU
leader Ron Todd did a
behind-the-scenes deal
with the AUEW and EET-
PU to keep them in the
TUC, backing down in
front of their brazen col-
laboration with the anti-
union laws.

This back-peddalling
has encouraged other un-
ions like UCATT to take

the whole -
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MOOD of def:ancewon the women 's marchq last weekend in support of the prmt unions fight

Tory money tor ballots
under the laws.

The AUEW and EET-
PU were determined not
just to take Tory money
for ballots: vital for them
was the signing of single-
union deals, particular!v
in new technology indus-
tries — starting with the
AUEW deal with Nissan
at Washington, county
Durham.

The TUC’s paralysis in
the face of EETPU scab-
herding at Wapping simp-
ly follows their climb-

own to Laird and Ham-
mond last September.

The TUC General Coun-
cil has now voted 15-14
not to tell the EETPU to
instruct its members not
to cross the Wapping
picket lines.

So the most basic trade
union principle of all has
been broken with support
from the TUC leadership.

The EETPU’s scab-
herding is ‘acceptable’
not only to the TUC lead-
ership but also to a sec-

tion of the Labour party.
The EETPU organiser

who sits In on interviews
for Murdoch’s Kinning
Park plant, Pat O’Han-
lon, was on the Scottish
Labour party executive
until last week’s confer-
ence.

‘Labour party efficials
work in Kinning Park with
EETPU cards: including
Jimmy Hayes, (election
agent for Motherwell
South MP Jeremy Bray),
Mossend Labour party
branch secretary Anne
Rafferty, and EETPU de-
legates to Motherwell
North CLP, John MeGro-
gan and Lionel Khan.

A Labour party mem-
ber who was formerly a
shop steward at the Gart-
cosh steelworks has been
recruiting workers from
the doomed strip-mill to
work for Murdoch.

A campaign must be
waged through-out the
trade union movement
for the expulsion of the
EETPU from the TUC.

A union which does not
only sacrifices its nego-
tiating rights but syste-
matically organises

- strike-breaking is a scab

union working against the
interests of the working
class as a whole.

"The campaign to expel
the EETPU must be com-

pined with full support for .

the growing number of
electricians and -plum-
bers who are organising
against the Hammond
leadership.

The National Union of
Journalists must also ex-
pel its members crossing

picket lines at Murdoch S
plants

Break up

Members of the AUEW
— whose News Intera-
tional membership has
also been sacked — must
fight to break up the
strike-breaking alliance
of their leaders and the
EETPU.

EETPU leaders, and
Murdoch, are encouraged
not only by the TUC’s
cowardice but by the pa-
ralysis of union leaders,
mcludmg the ‘lefts’, in the
face of the anti-union

laws.

=

The NGA, in contrast to

. its 1983 stand, failed to

instruct members print-
ing Murdoch’s publica-
tions, the Times Educa-
tional and Higher Educa-

~tion supplements, at

Northampton.

No ‘blacking’ order has
been issued to SOGAT
members who handle
Murdoch’s publications
daily, or even to UCW
members delivering ‘Sun’
bingo cards.

The T&GWU not only
tolerates crossing picket
lines at Murdoch’s plants.
Their shop stewards at
TNT, a T&GWU closed
shop, negotiated the re-
cruitment of 57 extra
drivers on the very day
that the 5,500 print work-
ers were sacked.

T&EGWU members
must demand to know
how this happened.

SOGAT has not only
given full collaboration to
the sequestrator inside
their head office, but has
instructed their branches
not to obstruct sequestra-
ton of funds.

¢

Brenda Dean, boosted
by the Stalinists of the

. Communist party as
- some kind of ‘left’,

made
it quite clear in the ‘Euro
Communist’ journal
‘Marxism Today’ that she
wishes to arrange a ‘hon-
ourable settlement’ with
Murdoch, which will
leave many of the sacked
men out on the street and
the EETPU as the main
union inside Wapping.
There are no easy

answers to the onslaught
against trade unionism
initiated by Murdoch and
Shah. But that is no ex-
cuse for giving up without
a fight.

The boycott campaign,
designed to play Maxwell
and others off against
Murdoch, is a time-wast-
ing fraud.

What do we do when
Maxwell takes his instant
dismissal threats from
Glasgow to Fleet Street?
It’s only a matter of time.

Strike

The newspaper em-
ploeyers can only be
answered by an all-out
national newspaper
strike.

The boycott campaign
assumes that we can not
fight the anti-union laws,
since the attack of the
miners’ strike, the work-
ing class can not chal-
lenge Thatcher.

The cowardice of the
TUC was a prmc1pal
cause+of the miners’ set-
back, not a result. The
retreat began long before
the miners even came
out. The call must go up:

® Return to the Wembley
decisions.

® No collaboration with
the Tory laws.

We call for mass picket-
ing of Murdoch'’s plant. Of
course the miners’ strike
proved its limitations, but
until the working class
finds other methods of
struggle, it will have to
use those it has. Local
support groups, which
proved so powerful in the
miners’ strike, can also
be mobilised.

These must involve the
whole working class In-
"cluding trade unionists,
political parties, womens’
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SUPPORT for sacked

London regional official =
Dominic Hehir is build-

ing up among the rank
and file of UCATT.

The Executlve 1S con-

tinuing its vicious cam-

paign to crush the Opposi-
tion and turn the union
into a lump-recruiting
tool of management. -

This assault is led by

General Secretary Albertf

Williams and ex-Com-
munist Party member

Jack Henry. London Re-.
gional Organiser, Terry

Heath has also resigned
from the CP to join the
right-wing bandwagon.
Following his re-elec-
tion to the Executive,
Henry used the em-
ployers’ newpaper ‘Con-
struction News’ to

'BY GERRY DOWNING |

threaten reprisals
against five London orga-
nisers who, he said, sup-
ported his rival.

Dominic Hehir hit back

- with the ow famous letter -

of resignation detailing
alleging corruption and
ballot rigging and naming
names. '

The Executive sacked
him and have threatened
him with expulsion from
the union. The case com-
es before the Executive
on April 1.

Dominic Hehir’s own
branch has counter-
charged four senior offi-

~cials over the Irish ballot-
rigging in which left-wing
candidate Dick Miles re-
cieved just 14 votes out of
nearly 9,000 votes cast.

“The resolution calls on

Williams, ‘immediately

to summons the general
- Council to hear this and

other charges submitted’.

It calls for officials in-
volved in ballot-rigging to
be removed from the un-
ion ‘for ﬂagrant violation

of generl rule’.

Also blowing up is the

_crisis over the trcatment

of Frank Foley, a North
West region fuil-time offi-

ctal. The union referee

Edgar Jepson, has found
in Foley’s - favour and has
condemned the Execu-

-tive’s treatment of him:
“‘In this case I am not

satisfied that Brother
Foley received fair treat-
ment my reasons are as

- follows:

‘The General Secretar
has a duty to place all
matters of importance
befoe the Executive
Council. I do not accept
that if a member fails to

attend the selection com-
- mitte he is automatically

debarred . . . each case

o sheuld be. treated on ltS ‘

merits.
‘Every step should be

. taken to ensure fairness

and justice and prevent

~ conflict and complaint.

The 62 branches in the
NW region are entiltled to
have the candidate they
nominated interviewed
and if accepted placed on
the ballot paper’.

The Executive have
‘noted’ the report |

Frank Foley could not 1
attend the 1nterv1ew be-

cause he had just re-
turned from holiday. This
was known to at least
some of the EC. Yet they
refused to listen to his
case and barred him from
running. |

- UCATT branches
should send in resolutions

‘and letters of complaint

and should charge the
- guilty officials.

~ Laing’s call

DELEGATES from Cam-
den NALGO and Suffolk
and Harringay DLO were
among trade unionists
who joined the picket of

John Lalng s British Lib-

rary site last week.

The picket is continuing

in spite of a high court
injunction which forbids

the five sacked brick-

layers from attending
meetmgs, calling for sup-
port or, in the case of
three of them, even join-
ing the picket lines .

The difficult decision to
break the injunction was
taking by the John
Laing’s Leck-Out Com-
mittee

One of the men re-
minded Camden Trades
Council about Des War-
ren and his treatment by
the state

At the picket line on
Monday, Brian Higgins
from the lock-out- com-
mittee said they now have
two demands:

| ® The llftmg of the hlgh

court m]unctlon The men
"will not negotiate under
this threat.

® The reinstatement of
the whole gang together
at the Surbiton site where
the dispute started.

He hit out at the UCATT
‘bureaucracy which has
-withdrawn official sup-

- port for the picket

‘We must build a united
front of Lambeth and
Liverpool councils, the
sacked Haringay
and all trade unionists.

The employers are

using the Tory antl-umon'

laws.
We must step up our

- fight and hit the Hayes
Wharf site which is a gov-

ernment contract’ he
said. ~ |

The lock-out committee
is asking all trade union-
ists and supporters to join
them next Monday,
March 17, at Laing’

Hayes Wharf site, Lon on |
-Brldge startmg at 7 a.m.

RELEASE THE JAILED MINERS

NORTHUMBERLAND

.

WILLIAM SMITH: Whittle —
22-year sentence from Febru-
ary 1985. E44975, Durham
‘Jail,. Old Elvet, Durham
DH1 3HU |

' DURHAM
JOHN MATTERSON: Murton
- Two years and three months

youth Custody from December
1985. .

JOHN HEMINGWAY Murton

— One year and three months
from December 1985. -

JOHN ROBSON: Murton. —_
One vear and three months
from December 1985.

- ROBERT HOWE, 22, miner-
.affray attempted not guilty
(judge refused to allow change

of plea), 21 months

ANTHONY RUTHER:

FORD, 24, miner, affray

attempted not guilty, 18 months.

- JOHN ROBINSON, 21,
affray, attempted not gu:lty 18

months jail -

GARY BLACKMORE, 19,
charge affray, attempted not
guilty. 2 years youth custody

ANTHONY HOWE, 19,
affray, attempted not guilty, two
years youth custody |

WILLIAM BELL, 20, affray,.

attempted not guilty, 18 months
youth custody

MARTIN HODGSON:
Wakefield — Threa-year sent-
ence from Noveinber 1985,
Armley Jail, Leeds.

NIGEI. HODGSON Wake-
field — Three-year sentence

from November 1985 Armiey

Jail, Leeds.

PAUL WRIGHT Saville —
18-month sentence. G76424
Kirkham Jail, Freckleton road,
Preston Lancs.

OI.IV.E THOMPSON: Frick-
ley - — Three-year sentence
from April 1985. G79348, Ack-
Ington Jail, Mcrpeth, . North-
umberland, NE65 9XF. -

~ N. DERBYSHIRE |

PAUL BROTHWELL: 12-
_month sentence

DAVID GAUNT Shlrebrook

— 2V2-year sentence from De-
cember 1984. E71037, A Wing,

Millerg - Park': Youth*Custody -

Cettre. Doddmgton Road
Wellingborough. = -

! KENT

. TERRY rneucu Bet-

- teshanger-—" Four-year sent-
ence from January 1985.
B73383, Weald Wing, Mald

. stone ;aul Kent |
' CHRIS TAZEY: Bettesnan-'

ger — Three-year sentence
from January 1985. A29398
Youth Dentention Centre,
Spnngfaeld Road, Cheimstord

SOUTH WALES

DEAN HANCOCK: Oakdale
— Eight-year sentence. Gar-
tree maximum security prison,
nr Market Harborough,
Leicester.

RUSSELL SHANKLAND:
Taff Merthyr — Eight-year
sentence. Gartree maximum
security prison, Leicester.

DLO |

MERTHYR TYDFIL
busmen have told their
new board of directors

that they will not
-accept their new terms
‘and conditions of em-
{ ployment when priva-

tisation takes place in

October.

The busmen ‘work for
the local Labour-run
council. The board of

‘directors is made up of
Labour councillors, who

presented the new, long
awaited, ‘conditions of
employment -and told the
h;:usmen ‘Take it or leave
l L

| Branch chalrman Mlke“
Cummings said they

would not surrender what
trade unionists fought

‘hard for m the 1920s and
1| 30s.

directors, has recom-
mended reJectlon

The board will be sur-

rendering the document

for acceptance to the

appropriate body — with- -

out trade union agree-
ment.

A ‘neighbouring muni-

cipal bus undertaking,
Rhumney Valley DlStl‘lCt

ertl yr bus
workers defend
U conditions

meetings. Area organiser -
Vie Greenwood, who has
met the new board of -

Council, have had their
ex1st1ng terms and condi-

tions transferred to their
new company as it pre-

sently stands and with the
~understandmg that. this

year’s ;l)lay award will”
- also be |

Merthyr busmen have.
been told that their pay

onoured.

award will not be hon-

oured, which means a
- further wages cut when

the transfer takes place

- LONDON bus crews have voted by 3,907 to

2,728 for all-out strike action from March 24.
The issue is large-scale job cuts, allied to -

in conditions.

reductions in pay and a dramatic worsenmg‘

‘The strike will go ahead unless there is a
change of attitude by management,’ said Terry
Allen, T&GWU bus district secretary, at a press
conference in Transport House on Wednesday

Asked how solid the
strike would be, Allen re-
plied: ‘Management will

be amazed at the re-

sponse of the London bus
workers.

Allen said relations be-
tween the union and Lon-.

_don Buses had completely

broken down. ‘Quite
frankly, our feeling is
that flrstly we cannot
trust them, and secondly

all..

‘The have cancelled
the main agreement with

us, and they are indiscri-

mmately cutting bus ser-
vices. -

“This is in the year in
which they promised us
there would be nothing
like the number of job
losses we sustained last
year due to conversions to
one-person-operation.
Now they are saying job
losses are going to be
higher than in 1985.’

About 18,000 drivers

and conductors work for

London Buses. Voting by

we cannot talk to them at

Weekends

‘Highlights of the docu-

‘ment are — no pension

scheme: abolition of the
superannuatlon scheme
and the occupational sick
scheme (no- sick scheme
at all is proposed);
twelve per cent wage cut
cuts in-holidays and. holi-
day pay; an end.to proper
overtime Worklng for
week-ends. -

Other measures 1nc1ude
cuts in holidays for pro-
longed sickness; flexible
duties: an end to canteen
facilities and dismissal
for working for any other
employer or setting up a
business which 1is in
direct conflict with the

company.
And just In case that

does not suffice, the man- }.
‘angement reserves the

right to make further
changes without negotia-
tions by sunply gwmg 28
days notice: t shxfts
for example.

The busmen, members
of GMWBTU, have unani-

mously rejected these]

terms in two branch

‘naarly

Englan

THE TORY govern-
ment’'s onslaught
against the poor, the
old and the sick is mak-
ing itself felt in the lives
— and deaths — of
thousands of people.

In the first three weeks
of February this year, at
least 6,000 people more
dled than In the same priod
in 1985; of those deaths
4 000 alone were
fiom bronchitis and

npeumonia, l.e., cold-re-

ated deaths.

- {These flgures come
. from the Ofice of Popula-

tion and Census Surveys,
OPCS.) .

It has been estlmated
that there could be as
many as 60,000 cold-re-
late deaths among the
elderly
those dgures onl

and Wales.

They do not record the
deaths among the old in
Scotland or the north of
Ireland.

in face of such wlde-
spread annihilation, the
Tories’ indifference is tan-
tamount to murder.

When old people are
dying of cold or hunger
there is no urgent help to
ensure that payments for
special heating allowance
are issued speedily.

Instead two-thirds of the

include

Tor mdlt rence

kills

BY SARAH HANNIGAN

this winter — and

country’s Department of
Health and Social Services
(DHSS) offices were still
refusing to accept that the
weather was exceptlonally
severe.

it must be said that the
record of the Labour refor-
mists is no better. =

They will state the exte‘nt .‘

of deaths from-hypother-

mia and issue pious state-

ments, but when in office,
they have not given the

 question any priority.

Not content with the

deaths of thousands of old

geo ple, the government
as still another attack
afoot. |

it was announced this
week that from April 1, pre-
scription charges wlll rise

by a further 20p to £2.20 an

item.

it means that since the
Tories came to office, the
cost of prescribed medi-
cine has gone up from 20p
to £2.20p, an increase of

1,000 per cent!

Iif the fees had risen in
line with inflation in the
last sevenyears, prescri
tions would now cost ab-
out 40p. -

Of course these huge
rises
the Tories’ continuous
attacks on the National
‘Health Service — cutting
spending, undermining

. services and dirving out
- staff — all in the name of

efﬂclency
-The NHS, we are told

must pa its way. But prl- |

vate gat ents who are tre-
ated NHS-paid consul-

- tants are allowed to make
use of the over-burdened

services for a derisory fee.

‘Porters, cleaners,
nurses, drivers, anill!ary

workers who demanda de-
cent wage or who fight to

defend services, are witch-
hunted and
their actions.

Buft consultants who
spend all day at their pri-
vate clinics in Harley
‘Street or in fee- rayln g hos-

itals — while virtually

gnoring NHS patients —
are held up as pillars of
society.

Such are the standards
of Toryism for our
health’s sake we must be
rid of them.

Monthly Fund

£304.68 received this week,
Total now £535.48

Our special fund received
£158.82 and now totals

£32,816.63

o hand in hand with ~

ballot took place at meet-
ings in the various . gar-
ages. Attendance at the
meetings totalled 6,681.

Management are thre- .
atening to seek acourt
injunction to get the bal-
lot declared illegal, on the
grounds it does not comp-
ly, they claim, with Tory
anti-union leglslatlon -

The T&GWU says the

~ baliot was conduected at
garages in line with tradi-
‘tion, the union rule book,
and the law.

The renewed a‘ttack on

jobs, wages and condi-

tions stems from legisla-
tion to deregulate the bus
industry throughout the
country.

London Buses is telhng |

the union if wages are not

reduced then routes will.
be lost to private oper-
ators when services are
put out to tender.

‘Tendering is all about
reducing wages. It 1s not
about anything else,” said
Allen. ‘All these develop-
ments taking place have
to be faced up to by both
sides of the industry,
hammered out, and re-
solved.’

Since November 1985,'

" four (ga’rages have been

closed in London. Four
more ~were then
announced in February.

Subsequently, it was
discovered that Loughton
garage was to close in

~May this year because

London Buses had lost all

- of its routes currently out

to tender.

"0bV1ously if garages
continue to close at this

“rate it will mean two

things: no-one’s job will

be safe and London S net-
work of bus garages will
 become  so decimated

that even _a new govern-

~ment would find it very

pillorled for | difficult to restore the

capital’ S: public transport
system,’ says a T&GWU
cu'cular to bus workers.

The pubhc will be hit
hard by the cuts — includ-
ing on the questlon of
safety.

‘You also have the clo-
sure of the Chiswick driv-
ing training school where
the tough standards
maintained have long
been a source of pride.’

Details will be published next
iSsue.

Thanks for all your dona-
tions. Send to WRP, 21b Old
Town. London, SW4 0JT
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GLASGOW printers are
calling for action against
scabbing being organised

from inside the ‘Labour
Party.

Constituency Labour Par-
ty delegates and officials

from Lanarkshire are work-

ing in, and recruiting others

for, Rupert Murdoch’s scab

plant at Kmnmg Park,

Glasgow.

The scab recruitment was

organised by Patrick O’Han-

lon, Bellshill-based official
of the EETPU. Until last
weekend he sat on the
Labour Party’s Scottish ex-
ecutive.

He sat on the platform at =

the party’s Scottish confer-

- ence at Perth. Although

voted off the executive, he
recxeved over 100,000 votes

The AUEW delegation de-
cided nine to seven to cast its
67,000 votes for O’Hanlon —
deSplte the sacking of AUEW
members at Wapping.

Even more brazen than
O’Hanlon was Jimmy
Hayes, election agent for
Motherwell North MP
Jeremy Bray, who carried
the boycotted ‘Times’ under
his arm all week-end.

Hayes is a long-standing
Labour Party member and

"Workers’

former convenor at Smiths

Clocks. |
The scale of the mvolve-

'ment of Labour Part offi-

cials in scabbing is outlmed
in a circular from the Print
Co- -ordinating
Committee which organises
picketing at Kinning Park.
The circular states:

‘Apart from Mr O’Hanlon
acting as a recruiting agent-

and sitting in at interviews
at Kinning Park, it is also
alleged that Mr D. Kenney,
who holds a

tuency Labour Party, was
responsible for knowingly or

position in
Motherwell North Consti-

unknowmgly recruiting the
folowing EETPU members
~ now reported to be workmg

at Kinning Park:

‘Mr Alex King, Mr William .
Doyle, Mr John Long, Mr
Jim Kane and Mr Lalrd -

Brownlie.

‘EETPU members Mr-

John McGrogan and Mr
Lionel Khan, who are also

members of the Motherwell

North Constituency Labour
Party are also reported to be
working at Kinning Park.

‘Many of these people hold
- positions with or are dele-
tgates to local Labour Par-
ies
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~ ‘We are further informed o
that Ms Anne Rafferty of the
Mossend branch of the -
Labour Party and Mr J.
Hayes of the Motherwell
| South Constituency Labour

Party are both working at
Kmmng Park.

‘Information has been re-
oeived that Mr J. Conn,

- former shop steward at

Gartcosh, had been distri-

buting recrultment forms

and that indeed someone
from Gartcosh has now com-
menced employment at Kin-
ning Park.

‘Mr Hugh Clark, one of
vour own officials had his

brother-in-law involved in
~ recruitment and is indeed

working there.

- ‘We are further informed
that the son and husband of
convenor Mrs Ellen McKen-

- na of Honeywell Ltd are re-

ported to be working at Kin-
ning Park.

- ‘We would like our col-
leagues in the rank and file
of the EETPU and of the
local Labour Parties to ask
questions as we know they

will find behaviour of thls
nature to be unworthy ot‘ a
great and proud trade union
such as the EETPU and of

the great and proud Labour
. Party |

‘whether to

SOUTH SHIELDS
trade union council
decided unanimously

at an emergency

meeting to step up

support for the Gar-

ment workers on
strike at Contracts

(French Connec-

‘tions) in South
Shields.
"The resolution

moved by South Tyne-
side NALGO branch
says: ‘This trades
council wishes to ex-
press its grave dis-
quite at the fact that

the National Union of
Taillor and Garment
‘Workers have with-

drawn official suppeort

- to the sirikers of Con-
tracts Ltd. |

*‘This trades councxl is

also coneerned at the

manner in whieh the

‘media. ea(;)pear to have
to try and dis-
credit the strxkers

been us

“This dlspute is furtda-
mentally 1mportant as xt

MORE

is a basic recognition dis-
pute therefore this
Trades Council agrees:

‘1.To continue to support.

the strikers.

‘2.To make appeals for
financial donations by
constituent unions and in-
dividuals to the strlke
fund.

Council agrees to instruct
the secretary to submit a
suitable motion to the

County Association of |

Trades Councils for on-

ward submission te the - .
regional TUC and also -
e to the-general
secretary of the NUTGW =
-deplorlng their desci-
sion.” -

write to the-

Challenged

- Earlier a statement
was read out by the
secretary of the TUC
from a letter from the
NUTGW explaining  the

gains that had been made

- In the settlement reached
- through negotratxons at
ACAS.

Every line of the state-

“ment was challenged by
the delegate from the

strike committee who
emphatlcally stated that

‘Further ‘this Trades -

‘Momu

GB/DM
- Dear Colleague,

Please find enclosed the cheque thsat was sent for Contracts
As the strike 1s now officially over we are
returning all donations, .

official strike,

OF TAILO}
~ AND GARMENT WORKERS

_ 1tﬂmﬁml8ﬂﬁﬂrGWUENANDT"EAND*UUI

. TELEPHONE: 0753-887981

7th March, 1986

Many thanks for you support.

Letter sent by NUTGW headquartersretuming a donation from a union branch “

it was full of 1naccurac1es

~and "Inventions and was
- totally misleading.

Delegates were- in-

'formed that there was no

trade union recognition in

any form and that the

proposed phased return
over a three-and-a-half
month period was both

'humlllatmg and degrad-
ing, this had to be seen in
light of the statement

from the NUTGW

statmg |
“‘No unlon membe;

Yours sincerely,

(;{}Iéauﬁfﬁfr 'vlﬁj

should take work at Con-

tracts Ltd and if you be-

lieve that your company

‘has'accepted orders from

Contract or its parent

company French Connec-.

tion pleas_e inform thlS

office.

Shop steward Blll Ed-
wards was delighted with

support from the TUC
and added: i

 “This strike Wlll contmue
~ for as long as it takes to

get recognition from the
management ’

A SPECIAL conference
held in the North East

by the National Asso-

ciation of Colliery Over-
men and Deputies

(NACODS) has decided

to ballot their 16,000
members this week on
impose a
national over-time ban

“over the NCB’s decision
to close Bates Calliery

in Northumberland.

Industrial action now
appears to be the only
weapon left to the organis-

ers of the joint campaign

revent the closure of
the colliery — with a loss
of 880 jobs.

Leaders of the NUM dis-
covered last week that
their legal action against
the coal board in the high
court had failed.

The only hope for the
under-sea pit now lies with
the deputies, but they face
a race against time.

Saivage work in the pit is

already under way Expen-

NACOIS to discuss ban
on overtlme

sive mming machinery will

soon be moved out. A wor-

ry for the Northumberland
men is that the overtime
ban may come to late.

Cliff Dixon, NACODS
Northumberland area
secretary yesterday said

‘he was happy with the sup-

port shown for the action
by delegates trom every
British coailfield. The 70
delegates decided to back
the overtime ban after
hearing a report from their

- time ban will only
~after a second ballot.

. orocedure

national executive

Dixon said ‘It is not only
a lifeline for Bates but for
‘every pit in the British
coalfield’.

Peter

ary, said the ballot about
Bates would be held within
days. If imposed, the over-

That will only be held
when the ¢oalboard agrees
to reverse its descision
over the Blyth pit- and
gives assurances about
the independant review

. N I = -4

| McNestry,
NACODS General Secret-

be lifted

The very next day this

“was confirmed as the
 strikers voted at their

mass meeting to un-
amiously reject for a

second time the offerof a

phased return to work re-
commehded by thelr

union.

‘NUTGW offlcer Ron
Bailes did turn up outside

 this last meeting and left
“abruptly after telling Ed-
wards that the final pay-
ment of strike pay prom-

ised last week would not

- be paid. until after the

strlkers returned to work

‘Cancelled

The strike committee

retaliated with another

batch of 10,000 leaflets ex-

posing the role of the

NUT(

trade union rights.

A delegation of 12 strik- |
ers left for London on

Monday night to lobby the
executive of the NU’I-‘GW
at Charles Square. At
10.30 p.m. Alex Smith the
general secretary cancel-
led the executive meeting
scheduled for the Tues-

day morning.

Smith told the delega-
tion they must return to

work on the deal offered.

The union had been in
contact with the manage-

RON BAILES

-ment through ACAS and .
they would be allowed to -
“return on the Monday.

W leadership in-
their six-month battle for

tr.acts_ 'workers. has
spread from Tyneside to

more shipyards have
pledged their support and

- the Wear where four

are arranging collections.

The more attacks laun- -

ched on these women

from their bosses and the

NUTWG the more reso- -

- lute and determmed they -
- become.

But cut off from VItal'
finance by their union
their hardship fund was

~drained last week., The
district officials are re-.

‘turning ‘cheques donated

But Smith and his
underlings Ron Bailes
and Geoff Bowen are find-

ing out just as French

Connection owner. Steven
Marks did, exactly
'determmed these strikers

~are after six months of
‘struggle for trade union
‘recognition.

_,Support for the Con-

how

Thie General Secretary

London SW4 0JT

# by other trade unionists,
' saymg that the dlspute 1S

over.

To help the strlkers at
Contracts write to Alex

Smith 16 Charles Square,

London N1 tellmg hlm
that you are disgusted by
the actions of the full tlme

officers of the NUTGW

~and that you stlll support

us.-

Make cheques payable

Fund, ¢/o NUS
4 Coronatlon

Tyne and Wear

F!LL IN THIS FORM AND POST TO
218 Oid Towr. Clapham

NAME

k]

ADDRESS

TRADE
UNION: .

. AGE

DATE SENT
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THE contmumg dis-
cussion in the letters to
Workers Press on the

“expulsion of Healy and
-~ his rump from the

Workers Revolution-

ary Party is an impor-

tant part of the ne-
cessity for us to con-
front our own history.

That does not mean, of

course, that we should not
reply fully to letters
which attempt to make
political capital out of the
split.

In this respect, the Edi-.

tor’s answer to Sean Mat-

gamm a was, in my view,

inadequate. |
As he stated, the major-

ity of the membership
knew little or nothing of

‘the libel action taken out

against Matgamn a and
Socialist- Organiser by
Vanessa Redgrave.

If the facts are as
stated, then we can only
apologise and point out
that it is entirely in line
with the numerous court
actions pending against
us now from the same
source.

However, Matgamn a

‘raises two other questions
- which I think need further

discussion.

Why does the Editor in
his comment not take up
Matgamn a’s point about
Arthur Scargill and the
miners' strike, although
he devotes several col-

umn inches to suggesting
that the WRP ‘set Scargill
up’ for the capitalist
press on the eve of the
miners’strike — surely an

appalling accusation 1f it

1S true?

As he stated, at the 1983

TUC conference News
Line (predecessor to
Workers Press) exposed
Scargill’s support for the
repression of Solidarity in
Poland.

The fact that the capi-
talist press took this up
was not the responsibility
of our paper. Scargill sup-

ported the same Kkind of

attack on a trade union
organisation in a Stalin-
isf-led deformed workers’

state that was soon to be

unleashed on hls own un-
ion here.. -

- While everythmg Wthh g
happened under Healy
has to be subjected to the  §
most searching enquires,  §
the 1983 exposure-of Scar-

gill’s support for Stalin-

- ism does not seem to have

been such a crime.

‘The real question 1s not
whether the capitalist
press tried to make some-
thing of it, but whether it
was correct to warn min-

ers, who were about to -

start the longest and bit-
terest industrial struggle
in post-war history, that
the Stalinists are as
dangerous to the woerking
class today as they have
ever been. .

Nobodyv questions the

The Editorial board of Workers Press welcomes letters on
any topic from all our readers. Please address them to The
Editor. Workers Press, 21b Old Town. London SW4 0JT.

Please try to keep your letters short — they have much

Scargill pleads Afor reduced Polish coal tmports during the mmers stnke

courageous and princi-

pled stand that Scargill
took during the strike, but
unfortunately, as the ‘out-
come of the strike
showed, that is not
enough for the working
class in the struggles they
face today.

Unable to break from
Stalinism, Scargill could

not forestall the bitter

blows against the miners
strike which came from
the Communist Party
leaderships of the Scot-
tish and South Wales
NUM executives.

Do we really have to
remind Matgamn a of the
deal which allowed more

coke into the Ravenscraig

steel plant in Scotland
that was going in before
the strike? |

Or of the decision of the
South Wales executive to
send their men back to
work in one of the firmest
areas in the country, in
the interest of — soli-
darity?

Do we have to recall the

+

more chance of gettmg printed. While we try to print letters
as they arrive, we reserve the right to edit letters to give

will be indicated.

‘increased coal exports to
Britain to undermine the

‘strike, from Poland —

which the Polish govern-
ment was only able to do
precisely because of its
suppresswn of Solidar-
ity? Or the o1l imports
from the Soviet Union?

In his final point, Mat-
gamn a claims that the
WRP under Healy had
ceased to be part of the
labour movement, and
the Editor replies by
asking him if he thinks we
have rejoined it now — is
Matgamn.a supposed to
be the judge of that?

The Editor also claims
that in his opinion ‘the
Healyvite rump is a part of
the labour movement, no
matter how degenerate
and corrupt its lead-
ership’. That is, of course,

his own 1dea, t0 which he .

is fully entltled but 1t has
not et been fully discus-
sed in the party.

That opportunism and
sectarianism — those two
main poles of Healy’s

politiecs — are very much
a part of the British
labour movement 1s
beyond questions.

However, that is not the
end of the story. This is
not just a politically con-
fused group. While many
trade union and Labour
bureaucrats are known to
be corrupt, the Healyite
leadership is in a class of
its own.

Since when has the rape

. everybody a chance. Where letters have been edited, this

.of young comrades been
part of the tradition of the
labour movement?

A leadership which can
not only carry out such
practices, but justify
them by statements such
as ‘We are netther for nor
against corruption’, or
that a man’s sexual be-
haviour has nothing to do
with his politics, or who
can willingly send young
girls to his flat knowing
what is In store for them,

cannot be lightly de-
scrlbed as part of the
labour movement.

This group’s leadership
regards its members and
the working class as just
so many objects to be
used, abused and man-
oeuvred as they see fit. It
reached such a violent
and obscene level that
their ideology has been
described as ‘near fas-
cist’.

Far from expressing, in
a distorted way, the tradi-
tions of the working class,
Healy and his supporters
express the most sick and
degenerate ideology of a
sick and degenerate capl-
talism.

‘Whatever the motives
of many of its members
when they first joined the
WRP, it is certainly open
to questlon whether they
can be said to have any
links with the labour
movement now.

Carmel Dersch.

CHRIS DIXON'’S arti-

cle (Philippines Civil
March 1) was
1nterest1ng, - informa-
tive and well put

together, but was mis-

sing in one vital ingre-
dient, one which lies at
the heart of all the
struggles of the mas-

- ses worldwide.

To show what I mean I

-would like to recall an
article I read in the

‘Workers Press’ years
ago, which I remember

vividly.

It was about a demon-

stration in Chile where

workers had demanded
arms to defend them-
‘selves against attacks
 from the right-wing and
had been assured that
this was not necessary.

The fact that the Allende

‘government had a par-

liamentray majority was
their protection.

The article then went "

on to warn of the folly of
this mistaken confidence

of the workers’ leaders in

parliamentary institu-
tions.

Their toppling of
Allende’s government,

and his murder soon after

. the workers’

‘this in a military coup

which cost the lives of
thousands of workers and
peasants, were the high-
lights of this article and

~the vital lessons it con-
tained.

I have since learned
that the analysis con-
tained in that article was
based on the lessons of
Lenin’s ‘State and Re-
volution’ and Trotsky’s
‘Permanent Revolution’.

This is the missing ing-
redient in Chris Dixon’s

artlcle a Marxist analy-
sis of imperialism and the

tasks it poses for Trots-

kyists to- solve the v1tal
questmn of leadership-
movement
worldwide. -

-Is this analysis relevant

"_toda ?.In his book
‘Permanent Revoltuwn |

Trotsky states in a pole-

. ‘mic with Radek:

‘Tsars, feudal lords,
and prlests were always
and everywhere beaten

with the fists of the pro-

letarians and their pre-
cursors, the plebians and
peasants . . . a dicta-
torship (i.e. of workers

~and peasants) never

arises in the old revolu-
tions . . . Why not?
*‘Rerause astride  the

Trotskyism a

backs of the workers and
peasants, who did the
rough work of the revolu-
tlon sat the bourgeoisie.

Radek has forgotten the

most fundamental thing
in a revolution, namely,
who leads it and who
siezes power.’

This is directly relevant
to events in the Philip-
pines today. Chris Dix-
on’s article shows that the
Communist Party of the

Philippines (CPP) has no
perspective for building

an independtnt party of

‘the working class to lead
the masses to power, as

the communist parties
have never broken from
Stalinism.

-~ Trotsky’s theorw of
--‘Permanent Revolut:on’

is based on the laws of
combined and uneven :e-

- velopment of capitalism
which are excacerbated,
‘not smoothed out, inm the
“epoch of i‘mperialism. '
- This places the onus on

the proletariat, in a coun-

try which has an orga-
nised working class, as

the only progressive class

in socxety, to carry out the -

tasks in the underde-
veloped countries which
capltallsm in the epoch
of imperialist decay, can

no longer carry out.

It is the necessity for
the working class to
smash the bourgeois state
and take power so they
can carry out these tasks
the need to continue on to

the building of socialism,

based at the same time on
an international perspec-
tive with international co-
operation which gives the
proletarian revolution its
permanent character.

This led Trotsky to

- struggle against Stalm S

rev1swn of Marxism con-

tained in his theory of

‘socialism in one country’
and eventually to found
the Fourth International,
based on the “Transitional
Programme’

volution.

This is the herltage of

Trotskyism which,

" thanks. to the struggle of

the Left Oppostition in

Russia, has an unbroken

connection with the
foundations built by Marx

and Engels, the role of
Lenin and the First Four

Congresses of the Third
International.

This struggle is carried
in the fight to

on today
build the Fourth Interna-

tional as the world party

and the
. Theory of Permanent Re-

of Socialist Reveolution.
This fight has not yet

succeeded but there is no
reason to suppose that it

has definitively falled It

should be present in the

Workers Press in the
form of articles giving a
Trotsyist analysis of the

- struggle of workers worl-

dwide.

The question Trots-
kyists should be asking is
not ‘Philippines, ' Civil
War?’ but — how quickly

can a section of the

Fourth International be
built in the Philippines to

lead the working class

and peasants to VICtOI‘y in
a civil war?

The ICFI had become a

caricature of a Trotskyist
Perma-

International;
nent Revolution was
abandoned in practice

-and distorted in theory in

the perspectives.

The expulsion of Healy
and his clique removed a
huge obstacle to the re-

- orientation of the WRP

and the ICFI. This must
be the starting point for

the correction of Healy-
“ism in these organisa-

tions. Any analysis of
their degeneration .must

>

EMA'ncos

be from this standpoint
and from the neccessity
of a re-orientation of
Trotskyist forces interna-

tionally in order to build a
world party.

Yours fraternally
Frank Fitzmaurice
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6. When'an amendment

TORY plans to merge state education with
from the floor called for a

ment and training,

though this is cosmetical-
ly worded as career de-
velopment’ and ‘apprais-

al’ by the trade union
bureaucrats.
Closely following trom

Tory plans is the ‘fall-out’
of teachers’ jobs, school
~closures, etc., the des-
truction of all sixth form
facilities, forms of priva-
tisation and Thatcher’s
‘voucher’ system for a
few.

Closure

An -. outline was -_le-aked
in January with the de-

mand of the Audit Com-

mission (chief, John
Banham, former director
of US management con-
sultants McKinsey and

~Co.) for the loss of at least
27,000 secondary school
JObS by 1991, and a more
g aggressive ‘closure and-

‘rationalisation of schools.

~ In other words,
teachers and schools face

the same methods as-

McGregor is using
against the miners.
The prime amm of the
Tories and the state
throughout the year-long
dispute has been their de-

termmatlon to bring pay

and conditions together.

- Christopher Patten,
newly appomted under-
Secretary for Education,
made this clear. when
speaking fo the Society of
Education Offlcers
(i.e.The top education
| administrators) at the

end of January. ~

‘For the government

and the education service
as a whole this is a pivotal
issue — it is absolutely
centraltous . . . we will
not budge from it.’

The recently published
Education Bill under
scores this with national
regulations for state en-
forceable assessment.

The Tories however
have been able to rely on
the TUC, the teachers
leaders and thelir counter-
parts in the Labour party
and local education au-
thorities to take the chest-
nuts out of jthe fire for
them!

It was the Labour
‘Opposition’ in Parlia-

of the deal, of 6.9

1985) who combined to

-‘hatch the conditions for

the ACAS deal. Labour
MP Giles Radice, very

much the ‘shadow’ Minis- °

ter of Education, was an
exponent of an Inquiry.

The ACAS agreement

of March 3 (described by

‘Education’, the weekly
magazine of the local
education authorities as
‘the historic agreement’),

is a treacherous blow for

teachers

The acceptance, as part
per cent,
uploaded ) to 75 per
c-ent from March 31, is a
derisory increase on the
employers’ initial offer of
4 per cent early in 1985.

It comes after 12

months of unprecedented
diseontent throughout the

teachers -profession. It

will do nothing to mea-
sure up to the rise in the
cost of living, restore the
past Houghton gams or

~ maintain comparability

with other-professions —
two of the main union de-
mands.

For 186,000 teachers

(out of 440 ,000) on the
" lowest pay, it is less than

offered by the employers
in December!

Judges
Teachers’ discontent,

fuelled during the strug-
gle by the 32-46 per cent

‘pay awards to judges,

army officials and top
civil servants wﬂl con-
tinue. =

The absolute decline of
living standards for a
large section, often close

“to penury, is made har-

sher by the growing crisis
in education, and for

‘many, unbearable work-

ing conditions as a resulit.
At the same time, a

compietely new stage has

been created by the
formation. via ACAS, of
‘ad hoc’ state panel of
three ‘wise men' briefed

-to sweep aside all existing

pay and service condi-
tions machinery and for
the first time to tie
teachers pay direct to
conditions.

Throughout a six
months period, during
which the teachers unions

-
.....

- i
......
vvvvv
......

POPLAN

......
¥ a .

....

ooooo

-----
.....
o etat
oooo

vvvvv
---------
------

..........

-;:.

NUT general ; secretary Fred Jarvis (Ieft) and EC member Harry Dowson mee

YTS cheap labour schemes

‘are to drop all inaustrial

action, w1th disputes
taken to conciliation and
arbitration the intention

“1s to work out a legally

binding contract for

teachers.

This would make the
teaching force dlrectly
subject to the state’s de-

mands outlaw trade un-

ion rlghts (the ‘sanctions’
of non-cover for absent
teachers, withdrawal of
goodwill, etc.) and imple-

ment, as its cornerstone,

the compulsory annual

ACAS offer‘ (our emph-
asis)
Keith Joseph s ploy of

tampering with the Bur-
nham pay committee (in

line with Tory tactic of

deploying the UDM and

EEPTU for their attack

on the uhions) in favour of
the non-strike Profession-
al Association of
Teachers (membership
said to be 42,000) and thus

counter- balancmg the
'NUT vote, paid off. |

But this was only possi-

.. ble because of the politic-

Implications of

the ACAS deal

1. Direct involvement of
teachers’ unions in work-
ing out new methods to
implement the attack on.

education and teachers.

2. Attraction of so-called -

‘right quality’ of teachers
for managerial and ‘lead-
ership’ posts.

3. Arrange appraisal
and training, i.e., rede-

ployment of a ragged.
of temporary and

army
moblle teachers around
the ‘main professional

grade’ teacher.

e S -

assessment of teachers’
performance, combined
with retraining, directly
controlled by the DES.

At the critical stage In
the sruggle — when pa-
rents began to become
more involved — Willis
steered the unions into
ACAS. As the ‘Financial
Times’ reported (Decem-
ber 20, 1985)

‘At a meeting at Congress

House, Mr Willis made it
clear to leaders of the
NUT and NAS/UWT that
they had the responsibil-
ity to pursue the standing

4. Legal definition of
contract including duties
and responmbllltles (i.e.,

extending the workmg

day) to include prekusly
voluntary known ‘good-
will’ time after normal

duties.

5. Rule of ACAS and
panel over this issue.

6. Ceasing of industrial
action.

7. DlS puted ‘matters in

nquiry to go to concilia-
rion and arbitration.

NUT leadership
largest union — 50,000 out

al treachery of the NUT,
and its leader Fred Jar-
vis, himself a member of
the TUC General Council. |

What began as a pay
dlspute quickly exposed
the massive crisis in
education after nearly
two decades of cuts. The
Houghton Award of 1974,

‘under the Wilson govern-

ment, was itself a crisis
measure to ladle out a
few well-paid teacher
scales and contain the
1973 strike movement.

This was closely fol-

lowed by cuts imposed on

.

-4
---------

............

e o
......
i

| public spendmg as part of

the strings attached to the
IMF loan to bail out the

Labour government!
- On top of this, seven
years of Tory cuts rate

capping and rising in-
terest rates, whilst within
the system, the attacks on
curricula and cheap
labour pilot schemes . . .

All this made it im-
possible to read a negoti-
ated settlement in the

teacher’s favour — and,

whatever the words and
deeds, has made the re-
formist teacher’s leaders
‘empty barrels’.

Pay
Worse than this, Jarvis
and Co. are totally

opposed to rallying the
(the

of a total 400,000 teaching
force-in state schools) in

defence of jobs and

against cuts — and there-

fore had neither policies

or the desire — to unite
the pay
struggle against the rapid

‘deterioration of the

sysiem.

Every effort was made
to gloss over the implica-
tions of the job- losses
spelt out by the Audit

- Commission report.

Jar\ns in fact; is trap-
Eed in his own special

rand of evasiveness.
With one eye apparently
on the chairmanship of
the TUC next year, what
he has said today he is
just as emphatically not
doing two weeks later!

It is a distortion to
blame the ACAS deal on
‘the smaller teaching un-
ions’ (Newsline, Febru-
ary 26) alone.

The role of the NUT .

fight with the

cheap labour schemes loom large over the | | Do S | |
| N ' . - | Ho B | one day national strike
present debacle in the teachers pay dispute e s N . G | - and demonstration, vice-
and the intervention by ACAS. // ~ - % ; % r (il SISent R% bel r 5
| - | e, f . Ak B I ~ - - Richardson was wheele
- The government has announced that Depart- & i g . Y T g | out to oppose it. Though
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Jeaders was crumal as
the facts show:

1. Throughout the dis-
pute, members of the
NUT have been repeated-
1y balloted — each ballot
confirming support for
the struggle — and then
‘involved i1 a campaign of
piecemeal, fragmented

‘with one and at most

three day strikes.

These strikes were
-largely isolated in the

schools, apart from -an

‘occasional local rally.

Local education author-
ities that gave ‘support’
to the claim were ex-
empted from strike ac-
tions.

2. From Ap rll to July

1985, the total number of
memb_ers of the NUT on
strike at one particular
time was 4,000 at mini-
mum — to 16,000 at max-
imum out of 250,000 NUT
members!

3. From September, the

supposed escalation. of
the strike action revolved
around marginal election
seats, so-called ‘target

areas’ of key (sic) Tory.

ministers, and in fact
apart from a lobby of
Parliament, the 1nvolve-
ment of teachers was
being wound down.

4. From the largest
national union, not one

day of national strike ac-.

tion for the whole mem-
bership during.the entire
12 rnonths dispute!

5. The Special Salaries
Conference held at
Wembley on the 18th
January was truly the
‘tying up’ of the cam-
paign by
ers, whose motion to dele-
gates rolled out the on-
ward spreading carpet
for the 1986-87 -claim —
whilst the ACAS deal was
being staked out!

the NUT lead-

ly in strenghening the
illusions that it was just a

matter of hardening Jar-

# vis’ phrases.

| Criticisms

- The SWP, in the ‘Social-

ist- Worker’ made sof
much of the NUT leaders
campaign that by Novem-
ber, they were clalmmg
(‘Socialist Worker’,
November 16) ‘The gov-
ernment has been forced
‘to make concessions.’
What united the SWP and
the STA is that ‘social-
ism’ for them is, apart
from. some ‘left’ critic-
isms, the ‘socialism’ of
soclal democracy.

All their so-called de-
mands are based on adap-
taion to the trade union
‘bureacracy and their de-

. votion to the state role of
" the Labourites. |

An article by Carol Re-
gan in ‘Socialist]
Teacher’, this February j
says ‘Forcing our (sic) ex-
ecutive to make formal
approaches to the NAS/
UWT on building a united
strategy for Burnham is
the only way to ensure no
sellout takes place’

This when Burnham
was being shattered by
the combined forces of
the Tory strategy and the
TUC connivance 1n
ACAS! -

Education in Britain
cannot be ‘reformed’ or a
return made to past
gains. The pledges and
pleas of the Labour lead-
ers are hollow — they are

. tied hand and foot to the

capitalist state, to slump
and mass unemployment.

Only the emergence of
the political independ-
‘ence of the working class
as a revolutionary force
with a socialist program-
me, in alliance with its
allies in the professions
and middle class, can se-
cure a furture for educa-
tion and resolve the cri-
sis, as in all other spheres
of soczety

For this the theoretical
arming of the protagon-
ists, In the implications
and lessons of the split in
the WRP, will play its
inestimable role. 1
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RACIST gangs in Israel are using the same

INTE}

terror tactics as fascists in Britain, in their
efforts to drive out Palestinians. |

Families have been burnt out of their homes

“and children attacked on the street. The thugs
- responsible are being encouraged by the racism

of more ‘respectable’ rlght -wing leaders.

On the night of January

15, in her flat in the Jeru-
salem suburb of Neveh

Yacov, Rosalia Jaabar

was woken by the heavy
~coughing of her for;lra
She

month-old baby
found smoke was blowing

into the flat from the

front-door.

Looking out. Rosalla
saw a huge ball of flame.
She managed to wake the
children and escape with
them, and called the fire
brigade. They were able
to put out the blaze before
the flat was destroyed

............................

cards’

BY CHARLES POTTINS

There was no doubt ab--
out it being arson, or ab-
out the identity of the

“arsonists. An hour before

the attack on the Jaafar’s

- home, a similar fire was

started on the front door
of a Jewish family living

in the next block, who

were friendly to the Arab

fenants.

In both cases, the fire-
raisers left their ‘calling
— letters signed
‘Kach’ — the name of the

;555, PALEST!NIAN trade
7 unionists are calling on
:: the British labour
> movement to demand
:: an  explanation from
:: the Israeli government
2 as to why they stopped
. a woman teacher com-
= ing
= teachers in Brltam._ |
*  Dr Fathiya Nasru, of
= Bir Zeit University in the
= Israeli-occupied West
== Bank, was due to aderess
=+ the women’s conference
= of the National Union of
= Teachers (NUT), -and to
« attend the conferences
= this
- Women’s TUC and
:: Labour students.

to speak to

month of the

On February 27,

« Fathiya was stopped
- from crossing the Allenby
< bridge into Jordan, from
<= where she was to fly to
. Britain. She returned to
= her home town of Nablus.
: The next day, the Israeli
= authorities confirmed the
= ban on her travelling.

The ban on this educa-

“i tionalist is the latest step
= taken by the Israeli

occupation forces to stop

Palestinian trade union-

- ists speaking with work-

ers in Europe, a Palesti-

tive  in London pointed

out: B
‘A delegatlon of Palestl- |

nian workers was pre--
- vented from

visiting

NALGO last year and

another member of ‘staff

at Bir Zeit was banned
from coming to Britain.

‘This policy is a reflec-
tion of the very real prog-

ress which PTUF and
Trade Union Friends of

Palestine have made In
exposing Israeli oppres-
sion of our workers In
particular, and the
Palestinian people 1In
general‘, the PTUF rep-
resentative said.

‘The only response
which Israel can make 1s
to try to gag the mouths of
Palestinian trade union-
ists. It will not succeed.’

| letter of sympathy.

fascist movement led b
Brooklyn-born Rabbl

‘Meir Kahane.

‘Kahane wan‘ts the .

.Arabs out. of Neveh.
-~ Yacov’,

-was the simple,
message left on the stairs

-{o_the Jaabar’s flat. The -

letter left for their J ew1sh
neighbours warned -the .

family that if it continued :
in viting

Arabs round,

“your children will be kil--
led and
burned’.

- Nor were the rac1sts
leaving it at that. The fol-
lowmg week, whlle four-

your home

i May Day Rally, East Jerussiem, Paiestinian frade unionists take stand for rlghts

N rade ur |on|st 3
~ protest at travel

Delegates at the NUT

Women’s conference
agreed, when they heard
of the ban on Dr N asru, to

rotest and to send her a

The

TUC was also contacted

and approached the

Israeli labour federatlon

nian Trade Union Federa- = Histadrut.

“tion (PTUF) representa-

The Histadrut bureauc-

-rats’ reply, true to Zionist

form, could just as well
have been written - by

" Israeli. Foreign Mianistry

officials. It said Palesti-
nians were only banned
from travelling wher ‘the

- purpose of their travel is

to conduct political incite-

‘ment or any kind of sub-
versive activity against

the State of Israel.’

In another paragraph,
the Zienist union bosses
repeat a familiar Israeli
military governors’ lie,
linking Bir Zeit Universi-
ty with ‘terrorist orga-
nisations’.

The Histadrut lead-
ership, who recently com-
plained because a British
TGWU delegation had
met with Arab trade un-
_ionists on the West Bank_,

TIONAL NEWS

year old Swaaﬂ Jaabar |

was being treated in the

eye wards at Jerusalem’s

Hadassah hospital,. as a
result of the fire at. his

home, his seven-year old

c_-brother came runnmg

home crying. |
. He told his parents ‘A

young man -with a skull-

- cap beat me up and said 1
‘'was ‘a: dirty Arab.

In London’s East End,

in the 1930’s, it was young
men in Blackshlrts and

the victims were Jews In
east London today, fas-
c:sts are 3(‘th€ agam

accomplice ot Israeh

=: - Palestinian, are

military repression. | _:;:‘

Since Israeli Labour ::
leader and ‘man of peace’ ::

Shimon Peres introduced ::
an ‘Iron Fist’ policy last ::
at least 24::

August,

Palestinian trade union ::

terned without charge.

Others have been de-i

ported, including Ali Abu::
-Hllal of the Abu Dis Iyi- i
stitution Workers’ Union,
expelled to Jordan On;
January 31 this year.:: lek’s deputy-mayor Nis-
Many more are banned::
from travelling outside:: the orthodox religious
= Shass party had told re-

The Palestine Trade:: Porters he wanted a plan

Unions Federation is call-i: 0 remove Arab families

. from the Old City of Jeru- -

.

ing on British trade un-::

ionists and socialists to:: Salem and replace them

demand from the Israeli::
government an explana-::
tion for the ban on::
Fathiya Nasru speaking :: _
to British workers and:: ter as authority. ‘Ben Gu-
to demand an::
end to all internment, de- ::
portations and town::
arrests without charges ::
to demand an ::
end to all restrictions on

the right of Palestinian 1t problem. He went on

their town or village.

students:

or trial:

workers to organise.

leaders have been in-::

~with growing unemﬂloy-

even 1f they haven’t got ;’
back in uniform yet, and " -
Asian homes have been :
attacked. . : -

In. Israel the fasmsts D
have donned -the skull-.
~caps of religion, and
Palestinians are the

target. Otherwise, ‘not
much has changed

In the past

political and economic
crisis in the Zionist State,

ment, racists like Kahane

have been campalgnlng -

hard.
Arab workers

been attacked on holiday
beaches, and there was

even an orgamsed attaek

on Arab nurses'and pa-
tients in a Beersheba hos-
pital.

Neveh Yacov was bullt
on Arab land seized . after
the 1967 war. Today
houses 30,000 Israeli J ews
and just 30 Arab families.
The Jaabars;
Israeli
citizens. o
Until recent months

2 there was no trouble be-
. tween Jewish and Arab
== tenants in Neveh Yacov.
. But, Rosalia Jaabar says,

Just a .week before the
arson attack, Meir

- Kahane came to speak at
2 the Neveh Yacov neigh-

bourhood centfre, and

threatened to harm any

Arab who moved into the
district.

‘We have been Israelis
all our life, we helped the
government and ‘look

5355 ‘how we are treated’, she

told reporters.

Just like other fascist
leaders before
- Kahane whips up the
. hate, stands back brrefly
- to deny organising the
-thugs- when arrests are
bemg made. — then gets
on with whipping- up the
mob some more.

- But Kahane is -not the

only racist campaigning

against Arabs in Neveh

Yacov and elsewhere.

Jerusalem’s mayor
Teddy Kollek is a Labour
Party member, and

‘liberal’ by Zlomst stan-’

dards.

- After ‘--the ‘a The same
week Kahane decided to

visit Neveh Yacov, Kol-

sim Zeev, a member of

with Jews.

He cited a founder of
the Zionist state and for-
mer Labour prime minis-

rion, too, said that we
should do this and he was
right.-

Zeev claimed Arab con-
struction on the Temple

: Mount area was a ‘secur-

to speak about Neveh

year'
against the background of

v _'ha_V‘e |
= been harassed on their
x:  way to work, Arabs have

though

‘bourhoo
- racist’ s Oh no? Kahane —

him,

-

| KAHANE

Yacov, complalmng that
too many Arabs were
moving in.

‘They pay cash in hand
and Jews prefer them as
tenants. This creates
gamc in ‘the neighbour-

ood. How .are you .sup-

posed to, know who is a
terromst and- who isn’t?

‘Parents fear to let their

daughters out after 7pm,

m1xmg with Arabs. Arabs

| live with Jewish women.

‘There is even a brothel
with Jewish whores and
Arab pimps.
prevent such develop-
ments. Separate neigh-
S are not

or any other fascist,
couldn’t have done better.

Zeev proposed: ‘We

must establish action
~committees 1n every

house, which will take
steps against anyone let-
ting flats to Arabs, and

would belong to a bodyv -

called ‘““Jews for Jews”

- because they might start

"We must

‘We need a ¢elear pohc
lald down in la.w to th

-effect that ‘apartment
- built by the Ministry mus

not be sold to Gentiles
Naturally, the deputy
mayor  did not call fo

~ arson attacks on people’

(filats The rac1ahsts neve
0

The Shass party se

~ cured backing for thei
- antl-Arab campaign fron
~ Chief Sefardi Rabbi Mor

dechai Eh ahu, whi
ruled: ‘It is forbldden t
sell apartments in th
land of Israel to gentiles

~not. a single apartmen
may -be sold.’

Iromcally, some oi
Kahane’s political associ-
ates have been getting fi-
nance from way-out
Christian fundamental-
ists in the United States,
and selling them chunks

of Jerusalem real estate

But racists don’t let

'con31stency stand in the
‘way . of expedlency, |

Many israelis have
been rallying around ai
Anti-Fascist Cammittec
to stop Kahane, and in the
Labour town of Giva
tayim, near Tel Aviv, the
racist leader had to be
rescued by police from
angry: crowds twice last
year. He later vowed tha
1f he ever took power he’d
‘wipe Givatayim from the

map’!

However, if the opposi-
tion to Kahane is not tc
risk the charge of liberal

-hypocrisy, or be renderec
- 1neffective, . anti-racisf

Israelis w111 have to face

the facts, that it’s not just

Kahane’s little gang of

?sychopaths they 1ave tc
ight agamst

. WORKERS REVOLUTIONARY PARTY

Publlc Meetmgs

LONDON
The Tasks of the Fourth
~International
. _Tuesday March 25
-~ 7.30pm
Conway Hall
Red Lion Square

‘London WCH1

Speakers Chff Slaughter (WRP Central Commlttee)
‘Geoff Pilling (Acton WRP)”
- Chris Bailey (Cambridge WRP)
Chair Richard Goldstein |
(WRP London Area Commlttee)
Tickets 500

CARIIFF
Why we expelled Healy
The Split in the WRP and the ICFI
The task of building revolutionary leadership

Wednesday March 26th
Brownhills Hotel

Saunders Road
Near Cardiff Central Station

Speaker: Bill Hunter (Liverpool WRP)
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HARKIN, a leading member of the Irish Republican

Socialist Party, is one of a large number of people still awaiting trial

“under the notorious ‘suprgrass’, no-jury system in the north of

Ireland. Harkin told Workers Press in an interview at his Belfast

their party:

5

‘home how the IRSP and its membership is a particular target for
‘the supergrass system, and how this is only the latest stage in a
- systematic — and frequently murderous — campaign to destroy

6SUPERGRASS cases

~are a concerted attempt
to smash the will of the

Irish people to resist Bri-
tain. It is the use of uncor-
roborated evidence of a
sole informer who has
been offered bribes, Im-

“munity or shorter sent-

ences, to provide this evi-

- dence. They are paid per-

jurers. o -
- Evidence in such trials

- cannot be credible because

informers are prepared to
tell lies about people, whose
names are put forward by
the British army or the RUC,

in an attempt to get a few

years off their sentences.

- A big campaign was built
up in the north of Ireland on
this issue, although here we
are often preaching to the

converted. Hopefully, 1t is

now having an impact in Bri-
tain. It 1s unfortunate,
however, that it took another

hunger strike to highlight it.

- The use of supergrasses

has been and is being used to

a-very great extent against-

the IRSP. I would say it is a
concerted attempt to smash
our movement and take
away a principled socialist
voice from the Irish working

class, and to silence our -
‘movement. |

and Lenin.

Protests against strip
searching of women in
Armagh prison will be
held throughout the north

~of Ireland this week-end.

" Women will picket t,lhe jail
itself on Saturday. They

point out that since 1982

there have been 3,000 strip

searches on a prison popula- -
tion which has never ex- -

ceeded 35! | .

A spokeswoman for the
prisoners said last week that
strig searching is continuing
unabated, despite claims to

‘the contrary by Stormont

Minister for Security, Nicho-
las Scoftt.

She said: ‘The decline in
statistics is due to only one
factor — the steady decrease
in the prison population dur-
ing the last two years.

‘All entering or leaving the
prison, for any reason what-
soever, confinue to be strip-
ped completely naked — no-
one is exempt from this

4

practice.’ :

She continued: ‘During the

month of January there were
45 strip searches conducted

The British like to think
that what is happening in the
six counties is the opposition
of ‘tribal differences’ be-
tween Catholics and Protes-
tants. But the IRSP insists it
is a class struggle.

We feel this is why we have
been hardest hit by the su-
pergrass system, because
our movement is engaged in
a .class struggle for the
rights of workers, for the
establishing of a 32-county
socialist republic based on
the works of Marx Engels

Struggle

You only have to look at
the history of assassination
against our movement 10 see

- what kina of struggle we are
engaged 1n. "

The early leadership of our
movement, Danny Lough-

lan, Hugh Ferguson and Sea-

mus Costello, were mur-

dered by the Official IRA.

This was between 1975 and

1978. The Official IRA now

laughingly call themselves
the ‘Workers Party.«

Later, new leaders of our
movement, such as Miriam
Daly. Ronnie Bunting, Noel
Littie, Neil Monagal and
Paul McCann, were either
assassinated by the RUC and
British army, or by these

in the prison. Among those

- subjected to this harrowing
~ experience were two young
pregnant women — one of -
- who was serving a mere
..seven days for non-payment

of a fine, and the other a
remand prisoner who will
continue to endure strip
searching weekly until her
case is heard.’

The spokeswoman added
that strip searching could
not be justified on ‘security
grounds’ and challenged

| Scott to produce evidence
that security had ever been

threatened or contraband
had ever been found °‘that
deemed it necessary to em-
ploy such a devastating mea-
sure as strip searching.’

® A SENIOR psychiatrist
has visited Ella O’'Dwyer
and Martina Anderson, the
two women held in top secur-
ity on remand in Brixton
prison since last July.

‘security services’ mas-

querading as loyalists. This

‘was between 1979 and 1984.

Assassinations have Kkept

.hitting us, supergrasses
keep hitting us, and we are

harrassed and arrested. Our
members are frequently put
in custody for long periods
via what we call internment
by remand.

More than 150 of our mem:-
bers have suffered at the
hands of the supergrasses 1
the north of Ireland. Six in-
formers have been used
against our members so far
—in cases that have all, with
the exception of Kirkpatrick,
been either laughed out of
court, or withdrawn after the
supergrasses admitted 1n
court telling lies at the be-
hest of the RUC.

Our movement is engaged
in a liberation struggle, a
class struggle for a republic.

I would emphasise we are
not in this struggle for one

form of imperialism, British
- imperialism, to be ex-
" changed for another run by

Britain’s hirelings in Dublin.

This country must rid it-
self of not only British 1m-
perialism but all such influ-
ence, so that we stand as a
socialist nation and that, in

the eyes of the world, Ireland -

will be pointed to as a social-

ist state and where socialism .

works.§

trip-search |
protests

- At their lawyer’s request,
Dr Derek Davis, consultant

pyschiatrist and emeritus
professor of mental health at

Bristol university, has seen
the wesn>n and heard the

- conditions under which they

are being held.

He has reported that while
both women are in good
mental health with no signs
of disorder, the regime pre-
sently imposed on them
could prove damaging in the
long run.

Michael Fisher and both
women’s families are con-
cerned that the harsh condi-

t:ons and continued strip-

scarching may prevent them
from making adequate pre-
parations for their trial
which begins on May 5.

Their solicitor is about to

“apply to the High Court for
an order that the prison con-

ditions be improved and the

strip
ended.

freq

and body searches

.....................

The ear-shattering noise of helicopters announces un
pensioners’ tower block in Divis Flats, a republican strong
uent as the helicopters ferry troops and supplies to an army
top of the tower. . -~ - T S

welcome rooftop visits for tenants of this
hold in Belfast. The visits are increasingly
observation and listening post, on

_Belfast cash

FUNDING for Belfast

- city council will expire at
the end of March when
“the present grant runs
out. The city’s workforce
“are worried they may be
the target of mass sack-

ings. | |
The crisis follows the re-

"'fusal of the unionist-domin-

ated council to strike a rate,

.in defiance of a High Court
‘1njunction. R |
- For the last five months

the council has refused to

hold meetings in protest at

the Anglo-Irish accord be-

tween the Dublin and London
governments.

The Belfast loyalists are
hoping their actions will in-
spire the other 17 unionist
councils to follow suit —
some have already been re-
fusing to strike district rates

and to carry on their busi-

ness. Lisburn borough coun-
cil has also adjourned all
meetings in protest at the
agreement. |

In fact, since the local gov-

ernment elections last year,
many unionist councillors
have been engaged in disrup-
tive tactics in areas where

'Sinn Fein councillors were

returned to office. The latest

stage in the campaign is

aimed at bringing the north

of Ireland’s local govern-

ment machinery to a halt.

~ of the-reformist pro-accord
Social Democratic and

Labour Party (SDLP) who -
have been threatening the

Ironically, it is members

unionists that the outcome of

their actions could be jail

sentences and fines.

Whether the unionists will
be found in contempt of court
depends on the Alliance Par-
ty returning- to the High

Court to point out that the

order has been defied.

Council employees fear
mass sackings and commun-
ity groups may go unpaid if a
rate is not struck. Already
the community services de-

partment at Belfast city hall

has circulated 14 groups who
receive grant aid from the
council and employ workers
funded by the department.

The circular warns the
groups that include citizens’

. -
.
.
b
- .
. . . .

advice bureaux, a commun-

ity centre and two local re-
source centres. that funding
will expire on March 31.
Belfast community ser-
vices chief John Doherty has
warned that because the
council is not meeting, his
department has no means of

securing decisions on grant-

aid.

Employees of the technic-

al services department have
told the West Belfast ‘Ander-
stown News’ they fear losing
their wages. ‘We are worried
that after March 31 there

- will be no-one with the power
~ to issue our wage cheques. If
 that happens we will be 1nto

a Liverpool-type situation
with redundancy notices
being issued until the gov-
ernment steps in by appoint-
ing a commissioner.’

So far all city hall depart-
ments have been operating
as normal. But lcisure cen-
tres and other public ameni-
ties may not even have basic
items like fuel for heating in
a few weeks time.
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By Mike Howgate

Comrade Pottins,
money and morals

THE Comment article by Comrade Charlie Pot-
tins in last week’s Workers Press (No.14) was in
many ways a continuation of the sort of thinking
that should have departed with the Healy rump.

At best (and most of it was for the worst) it was
an evasive reply to a straight question from Mr.
Sean Matgamna of Socialist Organiser. The
question was — to what extent was Healy’s WRP
financed by bourgeois nationalist regimes in the
Middle East and North Africa.

It is beside the point that Matgamna, for his
own factional (or other) reasons, chose to pose
the question in a style reminiscent of Private

Eye. Nor is it enough to castigate Matgamna for

appealing to bourgeois public opinion. He also
appealed to a justifiable distrust in the workers
movement of the WRP’s relations with bourgeois
nationalist regimes. |

To tudge this question is to place ourselves in -

the camp of those who cover up for Healy and his
crimes. So no matter how painful or possibly, in
the short term destructive, the truth will and
must out.

For Comrade Pottins to echo Comrade Dave
Bruce (Workers Press ) in saying that we (i.e. the
party as a whole) know nothing of ‘alleged
funding of the WRP by Libyan authorities’ is to
pre-empt the current investigation into the cor-
rupt and ‘mercenary’ relations established by
Healy. |

It 1s common knowledge for example that the
Libyan government gave printing jobs to
Astmoor Litho and purchased copies of films
produced under the auspices of the party. It is
also well known that the party press gave an
unusual amount of coverage to Colonel Gadaffi
and Libya and entered into a public anti-im-
perialist undertaking with the Libyan Arab
Jamabhiriya.

The characterisation of the Libyan regime as
‘an intergal part of the socialist revolution’
(News Line September 9; 1979) and as ‘develop-
ing in the direction of socialist revolution’ meant
that the party was tailoring its principles to
accommodate a special relationship with
Gadaffi. -

To what extent this accommodation rested on
financial considerations, whether via direct pay-
ments or through ’legitimate’ financial contracts
needs to be fully explained and not pre-emptorily
dismissed with the excuse that ‘Certainly none of
it came my way!’. _, |

‘But worst of all is the blunt assertion by
Comrade Pottins that, as far as cash payments
are concerned, all cats are black in the night.
‘What is so terrible’ he says ‘about Libyan, or
other Arab money, as distinct from other kinds
anyway?’ -

The terrible thing is that Comrade Pottins
appears to think that finance and contracts from
the Middle East came without strings. It should
be obvious, even without a full report from the
‘investigation into Healy’s crimes. that the WRP
was not on the receiving-end of a ’free lunch’.

As Comrade Cliff Slaughter pointed out at the

October 18 aggregate, (see WRP News Line -

November 20, 1985) behind the political corrup-
tion of Healy’s WRP in relation to the Iraqi
regime was ‘an unprincipled financial and politi-
cal dependence on the Iraqi bourgeoisie.’

. Does Comrade Pottins need reminding that

Healy’s henchmen, in the name of the Party,
carried out a spving operation on behalf of Iraqi
| intelligence against members of the Iragi Com-

munist Party? Workers Press (issue 13, AKA 11)

- has already reported that material is being
investigated which links such intelligence
- gathering activities with cash payments.

. dFinally, the arrogant jibe to Matgamna to
'~ ‘spare us your moral lectures’ sounds just like
the replies of some of the hardened cynics of the
- rump to the question of revolutionary morality in
- the WRP. Revolutionary morality is not solely to
- do with sexual relations, it also means that
| principles and honesty in front of the working
 class are not for sale.
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JOHN LISTER talks
to PHIL PENN

WE ARE primarily a
London-based cam-
paign due largely to
our GLC funding.
What we know is
mainly about Lon-
don, because even
with the efforts that
we have made
through Labour Party
and TUC fringe meet-
ings and so on we
have not built suffi-
cient links for a
national campaign.
London however is

at the sharp end of
most of the develop-

ments taking place in

the NHS. There are a
couple of other Health
Emergencies and

some similar cam-

paigns in the rest of the
country but not many.

In London there is a

-network of 25 or so, and

rather than rush around
trying to build a national

network we decided to
focus ‘on particular dis-

putes that have broken
out in London that we can
build a campaign upon
and function as a source
of information for anyonc
who actually wants to
fight. |

Our newsletter ‘Health
Emergency’ attempts to
draw the strengths out of
the struggles taking
place, draw some experi-
ence from past struggles
and also present the most
up-to-date picture of
what’s going on in Lon-
don’s health service.

We cover everything
from the quality of health
care, racism in the health
service, special problems

facing women in relation

to the health service, lack
of democracy in the
health service, privatisa-
tion and what it means for
jobs and patient stan-
dards, right tnrough to
cuts.

We took on staff here in
the spring of 1984 when
the first phase of really
big ftights was taking
place against privatisa-
tion.

What has emerged as
par for the course of the
private cleaning contrac-
tors is a cut of between 30
per cent and 60 per cent in
hours worked, in other

words physical hours.
worked doing cleaning,

etc. This obviously means
job losses and a decline in
cleaning standards.

There were a number of
struggles taking place on
privatisation: the Bark-
ing strike, the Hammers-
mith strike, which lasted
three months and was de-
feated, Scarsdale in Der-
byshire and Adden-
brookes in Cambridge,
which NUPE and COHSE

‘have just decided to wind
up after 18 months.

One or two of these
were quite succesful. In
Oxford at the Littlemore
Hospital they actually
won — but that was be-
cause they built very
strong support, involving
the local labour move-
ment and developing a
solid base.

Local

‘We have supported
many local struggles on
privatisation. It was a
phase in which, although
there were cuts in spend-
ing and so on, they were
not taking a dramatic
form that you could build
a campaign on, so priva-
tisation came pretty
much to the fore.

But opportunities were
missed really to build
around these struggles.
The Barking strike,
which should have been
the focus of a national

campaign by NUPE, and ,

the GMBTU which was
also involved, instead be-
came a token rather than
the basis for an organised
challenge to competitive
tendering.

Opportunities were
missed then and the
amount of work we were
able to do to counteract
that simply made us

- somewhat unpopular with

some union officials.

The NUPE leadership
1gnored a unanimous con-
ference decision in May
1984, and refused to fight
for national supporting -
action to spread the Bark-

THIRTY-ONE of London’s hospitals

~have been closed in the last six
years. Three have been
closed, a further 22 have been
approved for closure and five
approved for part closure since

1979.

Nearly all Londoners have suf-
fered real cuts in health service

partialy

resources over the last three years.

This year they will also lose the
Greater London Council which
undertakes a wide range of vital
heaith matters. This week, John Lis- .
ter publicity

officer of the London

Health Emergency campaign, talks

vice.

to Workers Press on the damage
being done to London’s health ser-

e e e, s,

ing strike.This allowed it
to become isolated as a
kind of one-off dispute.

The one exception to
this approach was last
year 1n Sunderland,
where NUPE mobilised
along with COHSE in one

- of their big bases in the

north east.

They escalated the dis-
pute bringing out two
thousand ancilliaries in
supporting action. This
eventually forced the
health authority to give

jobs to those who had
been displaced and stop-
ped them privatising any
more services.

- So it is possible to win,

but victories have been
very thin on the ground.
What we have now got
coming is a new round of
cuts, very sharp cuts
right across London and
many other areas as well.

But we have got a
labour and trade union

-movment that is in no

way prepared for that —

A =
/ /' s

|
9

. ‘1‘\

In order to cut costs the Area ealth Authority have

introduced one of the new unmanned wards.

he two

most costly items, patients and hospital workers, have

high tech.

- been eliminated Costs have been further reduced by the

elimination of the necessity for heating, lightin

equipment. The authority are hoping to
specialise more in this fleld

and

links have not been built,
stewards’ committees
have been run down and
so on. It is in a very poor
condition to mount the
kind of fight that is
needed.

The structures that
ought to be taking a lead
and putting down a mili-
tant marker ‘are not
there. The tendency - is
either to look for a local
compromise with man-
agement or to give up on
the prospect of calling
their members out. :

Where there is a lead
given, there is a response,
Neasden Hospital, for in-
stance, in Brent was
occupied quite recently
with substantial popular
support amongst health
workers.

But a weakness of the
trade union leaderships
was. played upon by the
taking out of an injunc-
tion which threatened the
assets of the unions in-
volved — which then
moved in and called the
action off.

I think health workers
have been seen and have
seen themselves as the
weaker end of the trade
union spectrum in terms
?_f strength of organisa-
ion.

I think that they have
suffered in morale terms
as a result of the defeat of
other of sections of the
trade union movement.

Just as the miners
came out in support of
health workers in 1982,
some health workers re-
sponded very sirongly to




the miners strike of 1984-
85. They saw that strike
defeated and at the same
time saw their own lead-
ership retreating from
calling any kind of soli-

day actlon with the_

miners.

There i1s no doubt that
we face a morale problem
which has been generated
by the failure of the lead-
ership over a long period
of time. We recognise
that and have consistant-
ly challenged it. We took
it up during the Barking
strike.

It’s fair to say that iIn
that period there was a
very strong rank and file
feeling for a tight on pri-
vatisation.

~Action

In June of 1984 1 sup-
port of the Barking strike,
NUPE called a London-
wide day of action. More
hospltals took action on
that day than any day
during the pay dispute of
1982, but entirely at a
rank and file level with-
out any kind of serious
official mobilisation. So
given a real official lead,

it would have been possi-

ble to mobilise a big fight
but that did not happen.

What has happened is
the whittling away and In
some cases the wholesale
destruction of the ancilli-
ary work force.
should bear in mind that
the ancillaries have been
the backbone of the

health service struggles;

they have always been
the most keen to defend
the health service; have
been the most militant
and the most unionised.

Rember that they have
been the ones who have
suffered the brunt of pri-
vatisation even when pri-
vate contractors have not
~been brought in. Manage-
ment have enfdrced their
own cuts which have

We

sometimes been even
worse.

So 1t 1s quite a problem
persuading workers that
there 1s a possibility of

winning in order to get

them out of the gate. That
is the general scenario,
which does not alter what
you need to fight for but

- does colour your impress-

ions as to how easily you
are going to win.

The big areas that have
been .cut 1Include
Lewisham, with Guy’s
hospital and three local
hospitals shut except for
emergencies. Lambeth,
with proposals to shut
down St Thomas’s for a
month in the summer —
and obviously there are a
lot of cuts'there — Green-
wich, with St Nick’s and
the Dreadnought facing
closure — and other cut-
backs in Greenwich.

North of the river the
Bloomsbury area is fac-
ing a £7 million overspend
at the end of the year

which will carru over into

next year. Whole wards
and dozens of beds, are
shut until April, Vacan-
cles are frozen: one
thousand jobs have been
cut since 1982.

In Hampstead, further

north, the Royal Free,

which has also suffered a
kitchen scandal,is to have
eight wards closed for
three months during the
summer.

The worst-hit areas are
the ones with the big
teaching hospitals which

have had large sums of

money In the past but

which are not now ade-
quately funded. The spin-

"off from this is that the
~cuts are passed onto the

weaker hospitals, which
do not have an influential
consultant to fight their
corner.
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In Riverside, the West
London - and either the
Westminster or St
Stephen’s will shut. Half
London’s hospitals are

‘restricting non-urgent

admissions: eight dis-
tricts 1n the North West

- Thames (NWT) region are

on ‘red alert’ — admitting
emergency cases only.
Yet this region plans to
cut another two thousand
beds by 1994!

Many districts have

been hit very hard by

under-funding last year of
pay awards right across
the board.

The government re-
fused to pay more than 50
per cent of the actual pay
award which means that
the whole of London was
cut by £12 million,— mak-
ing a total cut of over £70
million since 1982. The re-
sult 1s even more clo-
sures. ~

Faclilities
‘They think they can cut
back beds at first it just
seems as though they are
only holding back the

waiting list. But, as soon
as you get a cold snap like

‘the one we are now ex-

periencing and people
start dropping, all of a
sudden hospital facilities
are full up.

The waiting list grinds
completely to a halt, they
cannot admit anyone

other than those who will
die if they do not get
admitted, so the whole
time the alert prevails is
added to the waiting list.

Consultants complain
that University College
Hospital (UCH) has
ceased since before
Christmas to admit any-

one from the waiting list.
Of course people who

~can attord it are being

driven into the private
sector. You are getting
the development of a two-
tier health service.

In Croydon, the cuts
have meant the postpon-
ment of a new
orthopaedic ward in the
Mayday hospital = , just
opposite the hospital
gates, a private firm are
building a brand new hos-
pital which is going to
specialise in orthopaedic
surgery. :

Now it has just been
announced that the health
authority are going to
send patients there for
treatment from the NHS

waiting list, paid for by .

the NHS!

Near Guy’s there. IS a
brand new massive pri-
vate hospital being built.
It suits the consultants;
they only have. to pop
across the road. -

‘In one hospital they
new have a vetting sys-
>:1 where a nurse sits by
th door and asks patlents

qu:stions as they come

1n.

They call it a nurse
triage system, a term
adopted by French doc-
tors at the battle of
Waterloo.

The idea was that the
walking wounded could
look-after themselves, the
mortally wounded were
not worth bothering about
any way and the others
were the ones that could
be patched up enough to
do some damage to the
enemy.

What is significant of
course, is the fact that
this term is being trotted
out now.

You have whole acci-
dent services shut down
and the resultant chaos
caused in terms of the

‘You have whole acc:dent services shut down and the resultant chaos caused in terms of the waiting hst

waiting hist. For instance,

the Middlesex hospital

casualty has been shut
down and everybody
shunted over to Universi-
ty College Hospital

(UCH).

So UCH fills up with
emergency cases and no
one on the waiting list can
be admitted. ~

You get delays admit-

ting even accident cases,
and young children
turned away at the last
minute from booked car-
diac operations.

There are many cases

like that and they are well
documentecd In
Emergency’.

People come from all
over the south of England
to use the specialites

offered in the big London

teaching hospitals.

You might argue that

they should have some-
wher nearer where they
live: people In Cornwall
for instance should have a.
teaching hospital in Corn-
wall to look after them.

‘Health
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The thmg 1s that no one
is proposing to build such

- hospitals. What they are

proposing is to cut back
what exists in London to
stave off cuts In other
parts of the country.

This 1is part of what
they call the reallocatlon
of resources’ which
basicaly means that Lon-
don is cut and every
where else gets a small

slice of that. The Re-

source Allocation Work-
ing Party (RAWP) aims
to level down London to
match the deplorable
levels that exist else-
where.

Whatever happens with
the GLC the campaign
will not close down. We
may not be able to afford
full-time staff but as a
focus for the fight that's
coming, the campaign
will be kept going.

For that purpose, we
have increased our affi-

liation fees to set the cam- -

- paign on a-firm financial
footing. We have 185
affiliated* unions Labour

......

Party and local cam—
paigns.

We have at least in-
sured that the ‘Health
Emergency’ will go on
and some basic organis-
ing work can continue.
We are asking all Trade
Unions, Labour Party
branches and any other
concerned organisations
to affiliate.

The fact is that the

'Health Service as a whole

has been cut back and
London has been cut the
hardest.

The only answer 1s a
government that will ade-
quately fund the health
service and provide the
necessary restoration of
standards. This means
fighting for a health ser-
vice that is based on need
rather than on fmance
available.

If you have a cash-limit

| health service then you

are going to have people

dying and suffering un- .

necessarily and that is
the situation we now
have.

Porters foil speed-up

AN ATTEMPT to introduce

a one man portering sys-
tem at St James’ hospital
in Balham south London
was folled last week when
theatre porters refused to

co-operate with the

scheme.

- Management tried to in-
troduce the .scheme as
part of a cost cutting exer-
cise which will mean the
destruction of three

- theatre porters jobs by

‘natural wastage’.
St James’ is earmarked

for closure in 1988 with the

loss of 100 beds and 200
‘full-time equivalent’, jobs

bid
which comes to substan-
tialy more when measured

in real people.

However a number of St
James’ workers including
theatre porters will be
transfered to St George's
Hospital Tooting and it is
thought management hope
to transfer one-man porter-
ing with them.

Although the cleaning
service has been

priva-

tised at St George’s, man-
agement were faced with a

strike when they tried to

“introduce one-man porter-

ing. The porters were not
only concerned about job

losses but also about the
risks involved to the pa-

tient.

The management back-
ed down at St George's but
then tried to introduce it

via the St James’ porters.

Arthur Hautot, a theatre
porter and steward at St
James, said ‘The St James’
work force have no inten-
tion of becoming a Trojan
Horse for the plans of the
district health authority.”
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By Wayne Poulsen

-‘TPR'ESI'DENT P W
Botha ended seven

moths of rule by
‘emergency powers on
March 7.

Since July 21 last year, . .
30 distriets arounkape-
Town, Johannesburg and -
Port Elizabeth have been -
subjected to the brutal
and unfettered repression

of the apartheid state.
Imposed after ten

months of escalating re-

sistance and protest by

workers and. youth in the South Africa in August

last year immediately
- prior to the declaration of
the state of emergency.

black townships, the
emergeney has raised the
death toll by nearly 800 to

-over 1,200 in the last two
- years. Almost 8,000 were
*  detained under

extended to the state
forces. Thousands more

were maimed and in-. .

jured.

- PW Botha has claimed.
that an ‘easing’ of the un-
rest has enabled the

change. But twenty-two:
more died in the next two
days and seven were shot -
by police in the Lebowa
tribal homeland while
trying to attend a funeral.

Existing security leg-
islation will in fact be

raised and strengthened

to maintain a virtually
permanent state of
emergency.

Many of those detained
expect to be re-arrested
under the long-standing
apartheid laws, such as
the Internal Security Act
which allows indefinite
detention for interroga-

powers .

tion or preventive pur-
-poses. :

~ Last month the South
African government
made a
agreement’ with 30 fore-
ign banks to turn %14 bil-

- lion of .short term loans
into medium term loans. .
~ This followed a unilateral

freeze on repgyments by

an immediate /700 mil-
‘lion down-payment; the

situation is to be reviewed

in a - year’s'time. It is

clear that the banks are
demanding an end to the
soctal upheaval which in-
creasingly threatens the
very foundations of capi-

talism in South Africa.
- Botha’s ending of

emergency rule is no

- more than a cynical con-

cession to the bankers’
demands. ~

Imperialism is deeply
divided on how to deal
with the South African
crisis. This is sharply re-
flected within the local
ruling class. Last year’s

- Mmeeting between African

National Congress (ANC)
leaders and the delega-
tion of South African
businessmen led by
Gavin Reilly of Anglo-
American (South Africa’s

‘short term

largest cbmpany)
pioneered the ‘Trek’ to
Lusaka.

Since that visit numer-

‘ous business, political

church community and
trade union leaders have
followed. - |
- Botha’s extreme right-
wing constituency de-
mands nothing short of
total repression of the re-
sistance by the working

‘class and youth. His
- strategy .is supported by
- Regan and Thatcher.

~ They have neither faith
nor interest in what liber-
al opinion sees as the
‘moderate’ - and
‘reasoned’ stance of the
ANC, underpinned by its
adherance to the ‘two

stage” theory of revolu-.

tion according to v'hich

- the democratic den:ands

can and indeed must be
obtained without socialist

‘revolution. |
- For them, catastrophe

is the only alternative to
the burgeoning rebellion
in the republic.

The ‘liberal’ bourgeoise
and their international
supporters (including the
30 banks) see ‘catas-
trophe’ in the form of the
working class taking the
road of socialist revolu-
tion. -

They believe this can

only be avoided it Botha

immediately treats with

the ‘authentic leaders’ of

the South African people,
particularly the ANC and
"Nelson Mandela, and be-
gins to dismante the laws
and institutions of apar-
theid. -
. Neither strategy can
succeed for imperialism.
Apartheid is a particular-
1y brutal and humiliating
form of capitalism. It ex-
i1sts to provede a cheap
and docile labour force
for super-exploitation.

- Smash apartheid in South
Africa and you destroy

the foundation of capital-
ism itself. - |
The democratic de-
mands of the ‘non-white’
working class, peasants
and middle class can only
be realised by socialist

“revolution itself. -

The formation of the
new ‘super federation’
council of South African
Trade Unions (COSATU)

in November last year

highlighted the move-
ment by the working
class . towards indepen-
dent industrial and poli-
tical organisation. COSA-
TU is the biggest trade
union organisation in

-South Africa’s history

and has committed itself
to a programme of poli-
tical demands aimed at
the destruction of apar-

~ theid backed up by threat

of nationwide industrial
action.

The working class is the
decisive political force in
South Africa and daily be-
fcomes conscious of that

act.

WHAT s urgen'tly

ers’ movement today
IS a perspective of
struggle which cor-
responds to the real

"balance of class
- forces.

The problem is, it
seems to me, that the
relative strengths and
weaknesses of the two
main classes are still
being tested out in the

class struggle itself.

However, it is possible

to begin a discussion
on a number of basic
considerations.
When the ruling class
were in disarray over the
Westlands affair they re-
mained in power with no
serious challenge to their
rule because the working
class are themselves in
disarray. -

Legal curbs on tradi-
tional forms of trade un-
ion action have been

~accepted by the trade un-
1on leadership, which has

in turn encouraged the
employers to mount a un-

- lon-busting campaign on

the miners and now the
printers -— two of the
most important bastions
of trade union strength.

This has brought to the
fore the weak side of the
working class: the grip of
the reformist labour
bureaucracy. The TUC in
particular played the

most despicable role over

the NGA’s Shah dispute
at Warrington and in the
miners’ strike.

The definite and serious
problem of this trade un-
ilon bureaucracy, which
has a social base in the
most privileged layers of
the working class, can
only be overcome by the
class itself — not by any

amount of words and

- needed in the work-

- parting company

propaganda, as the ex-
perience of the miners’
strike proved beyond all
doubt.

Revolutionaries must
seek in every possible
way to_undermine and
weaken this bureaucracy

- which, as Trotsky pointed

out, represents a colossal
brake on the development
of the British revolution.

A careful reading of the
Healyite rump’s bogus
‘News Line’ in relation to
this question is important
because, in criticising its
pronouncements, we
have to clarify ourselves
on issues where a year
ago we were In ‘unani-
mous’, unthinking agree-
ment. o

Although we have
broken with the rump
WRP organisationally,
we are still engaged in
- with
them in the kind of politic-
al practice we carry out.

Evidence

Last Saturday (March

1st) they published a

three-page manifesto
which expounds an
apocalyptic perspective

where the working class

and ruling class ‘are lined

up for a fight to the fin-

ish’; ‘no compromise is
possible’; Thatcher -has
single-handedly ‘imposed
rule by decree’ and in
defiance of the laws of

‘history ‘straddles be-

tween rotting parliamen-
tarranism and o
police-military rule’
(which is how they define
her ‘Bonapartism’).

Instead of presenting
any evidence that the
Marxist category of
‘Bonapartism’ is applic-
able to the present situa-
tion, the manifesto de-
clares that parliament
has been thrust aside and
in its place we have rule
by ‘state force’, meaning

then ] :
colnes a question of which

open

‘the physical coercion ot"

. the judiciary, the courts,
“the police, the armed

forces and the capitalist
mass media.’

But this is no different
to what workers in many
countries have experi-

~enced for years and is

merely another form of
‘bourgeois democracy’!
Parliament has by no
means been ‘thrust aside’
as the Westlands affair
showed.

What the Healyites are
saying is just a more ex-
treme version of what ev-
ery trade union bureauc-
rat is saying: they pre-
sent a picture of an all-
powerful ogre called
Thatcher’s government
in order to justify their
capitulation to the anti-
union laws, and maintain
an ilusion of a ‘fight to
the finish’ when in reality
th%y are preparing to sell
out.

The bogus ‘News Line’
goes on to assert that this
onslaught ‘drives the
working class to defend
itself as a class’ and it
‘Immediately be-

class rules’. This is even
more hot air, only taken
from the realms of fan-
tasy to near-lunacy. ’

The fact that sections of

the working class are ex- .

periencing a more inten-

S$ive form of state oppres-

sion certainly radicalises

those sections, but they.
come up against it only

when they are fighting for

their own particular in-

terests.

What prevents the
working class fighting ‘as
a class’ is the trade union
bureaucracy whose role
is ignored and thus co-
y;ered up for by the Healy-
ites.

The fact that different
sections of the class are
being attacked or are
struggling on their own
account does not mean
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Healyites manifesto |

..........

The SPG forcing' 'a. way through the NGA picket h‘nes at Wamngton in 1983 for one of Shah s scab trucks . th'e
TUC played the most despicable role

%t] they are mclmed to
bine In practice.

They
emences to go through
befbre they do — includ-
the break-up of. the
traditional forms of orga-
nisation which held them
apart on craft and sec-
tional lines.

For a tiny sectarian

group to imagine they can |

jump over all this by de-
manding:
struggles’
anybody to listen to them
— believe me, they really
do say this in their man-
ifesto — is a .case for
‘reaching for the strait-
jacket. -

Abstract

The question of which

class rules is not in dis-
pute, either — it is the
capitalist class. We are

not in a situation of dual

power. The working class
‘as a class’ are not in a
- state of armed insurrec-

tion. They have no organs

of rule, no military
- trength at present
. . . etc. And to acquire
- those thmgs will not be
‘immediate’.

The Healyites are talk-
ing about Imaginary
things: an abstract con-
cept of a Bonapartist rul-
ing class and a pure work-
ing class free of
bureaucratic shackles.
That is why they actually
reveal their true position
when they say: ‘No mat-
ter if the TUC and Labour
leaders cringe and crawl.
The crisis-ridden Tory
regime will only want
more’.

Could there be a more
open cover-up for the
treacherous role of this
bureaucracy which does
weaken the struggle of

‘have many ex-

‘Combine your -
and expect

~historically dece
they hasten to a 3
SImply meant.that when |

really

the working class? No

need to highlight and
counter their pernicious

role and undermine them

— they can be safely
ignored because either
they’'re going to be
crushed by fascism or, of
course, the revolutlon S
here!

Now when the manifes-

“to finally does come to the

question of revolution, the

process of ‘abstraction’ is
taken a stage further -

“The appearance was’, 1t
says, ‘that the workmg
class was immersed In

- trade union and par-

liamentary forms.’ This
is in fact the major prob-

lem which serious Marx-

ists have to grapple with.
But not the Healyites!

‘This development 1is
tlve

the working class

- reached the hour of its

revolution, all the histor-

ical processes for its leap

would be complete’.

What the Healyltes
‘mean is that the
‘revolutlon
them is a complete ab-
straction) doesn’t depend
on the working class at
all, prepared or unpre-
pared but on ‘historical
processes’ which are In-
dependent of the actual
development of the class.

What are these proces-
ses? This is made clear

by their subsequent argu-

ment,

They call for the ela-
boration of a
Front’ of ‘all those drawn
into the anti-Tory strug-
gle’. A United Front 1s a
tactic of a revolutionary
party with influence In

- the class aimed at win-

ning workers away trom
their reformist leaders.

~and hey
class for 1tself in General

(which for ,
- ment’.

‘United

This is not what the
Healyites have m mlnd
.however.

- Since they lgnore the
‘bureaucratic leadership
.. of the working class, they

are ‘convinced that the
conditions for an all-out
strike against the Tory
government are - matur-
ing rapidly’.

This is because there

‘are a number of different -

struggles going on: eg
printers, teachers, local
government workers. The

specific nature and de-

velopment of each of

,'these is ignored, . along

with the treacherous role

~of their leaders, and they

are all combined (but only
in the head) by the Healy-
ites call for community
councils.

Community councils
are equated with soviets
presto! ‘As a

Strike action, the working
class would rapldly bulld
Community Councils

(soviets) to organise the

struggle for power and go
forward to a Workers Re-
volutionary Govern:

Schema

What this really means
i1s: as an abstraction
formed by a general
sirike — which would
overcome all problems of
leadership — the working
class would then mater-
ialise the Healyite sche-

ma for revolutien, which

is in fact the same thing
as the ‘historical proces-
ses’ mentioned earlier.

The form of struggle of
the working class 1is
therefore drawn {from
thought — not reality —
and this imaginary sche-
ma is then imposed on the

actual struggles workers
are engaged in now.
Or as the editorial in
the previous Saturday’s
‘News Line’ (February 22)
spells out, in relation to

.the fight against:the anti-

union laws: ‘This mass
mobilisation must take
the form of the General
Strike (my emph-
asis).

~ We can now dempher-
the real meaning of a key

- final paragraph in the
- Healyites’

manifesto.
Overthrowing capitalism
and smashing the capital-
ist state, it says, ‘requires

the conscious leadership .
of a Marxist party guid-
1ng the practice of the

revolutlonary working
class’ (my emphasis).

At first sight,

Lenin’s position in ‘What

is to be Done’. But what

the Healyltes mean 1is

that the arty (conscious-
ness) guldes in the sense

of directs or commands
literally deciding in adyv-

‘ance the form of struggle

of the working class

(pt actice).

The relation between
the ¥Marxist party and the
working class, in the
Healyite conceptlon of
things, is an objectifica-

~tion of the relation be-

tween consclousness and
practice in Healyite ideol-
ogy: consciousness

drives practice along and

it is the state of your indi-
vidual consciousness that
decides what you can or

“cannot do.

This extreme form of
subjective 1dealism ex-
presses the bureaucratic
centralist relations in the
Healyite party but could
not be further from
Lenin’s true position on
this question.

“Marxist

this
seems to be the same as-

VI LENIN . . . scornful -o_f ‘Sloéahs Ieamed by rote’

He did -not only write
~about the tasks of the
arty and the

working c aSs.in ‘What is
to be Done’ but did so

~continuously, since the

relation between them:

was constantly changing

with the changes in the

-social and political situa-

tion in Russia.
This situation, he said,

‘in a most direct and im-
mediate manner deter-
mines the conditions for
-action, and hence, its
(Collected Works-

vol 17, p39). i

aims’

Tactlcs

Of course, Lenm was

" here referrmg to the aims

of immediate and direct
action, to tactics, and not
fundamental aims. He
was scornful of the secta-
rianr é)etmon of ‘slogans
learne

to empty phrase-monger-
ing and cut the party oft
from the specific features
of the new and living

reality.

 ‘Marxism requxres of
us a strictly exact and

objectively verifiable

analysis of the relations
of classes and of the con-
crete features peculiar to
each historical situation’
he wrote in 1917 (vol 24,
p42).

‘What then are the
clearly established objec-

- tive facts which the party

of the revolutionary pro-
letariat must now be
guided by in defining the
tasks and forms of its
activity?’ he asked (ibid).

In my opinion, the most
important task facing
Marxists 1n the WRP to-
day is to work collectively
in such a way as to be
able to assess accurately

~ the nature and exient of

by. rote’ that led -

" the spontaneous move-
- ment of the working class

in relation to the em-

- ployers’ and state attacks

in each specific mdustry

~ This means devising -
practices to test, correct,

verify and deepen our
conceptions of this move-

ment and enable us to

orientate towards the re-
volutionary develop-
ments in the class.

"Aad I repeat we must

opposition to

"seek ever-.y.opportumt‘y. to
‘undermine and weaken

the labour bureaucracy in
order to assist the spon-

- taneous movement of the

class to express itself in

bureaucratic grip of its

reformist leadership.

Without this practice I be-
lieve we .will have no sci-

entific foundation for de-
fining the tasks and forms
~ of activity of a revolutlon~'
‘ary party :

DES WARREN

Shrewshury pircket 1952

Vital reading for
all trade unionists

Get your copy now
from New Park

 or write to: 21b Old Town £3
Clapham, London SW4 0JT

- Publications bookshops

D&D

the

+ 65p|
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mem bers,

‘sively

A WELL-ATTENDED

| series of six lectures
j on Marx’s ‘Capital’,
‘organised by the
London district of the .
‘Workers Revolution-
-ary Party, ended last
‘week.

An aVerage attend-

I ance of nearly 100 tes-

tified to the 1nterest in
questions of . Marxist

theory. Literature

sales over the series
totalled some £450.
~ Apart from WRP mem-

bers, individuals from
'_'other pohtlcal groups, in-

cluding Workers Power
the International Leninist

Workers Party and
Socialist Viewpoint par-
ticipated in the lively dis-
cussion which was a fea-
ture of the lecture series.

Supporters

The-lectures took place
agalnst the background of

‘a severe: historical crisis
in the WRP involving. the

expulsion last October of
its former leader G. Hea-
ly and his supporters.

-That ‘Capital’

was, for many WRP
a welcome

change.. For years this

work has been neglected .

in the programme of

“‘cadre training’ as Healy
liked to call it. Every

thing was confined to
Healy’s absurd version of
‘dialectics’.

There is no doubt that
the WRP’s analysis of the

‘post-war capitalist crisis
[ has been severely flawed
and this was certainly a

reflection of the party’s
overall degeneration.

- In the recent past, espe-
cially, it tended to con-
centrate almost exclu-
on the monetary

-aspect of capitalism’s cri-
sis and, having done SO, it

NORTH

SUPPOR

was
"being dlscussed at -all

OVER 100 North Wales

Miners’s their wives and

supporters were at the
Gwersyllt working mens
club, Wrexham, last Tues-
day evening for a first
meeting in support for the
National Justice for Miners
Campaign in North Wales.

Since the end of the
strike the groups has cam-
paigned not only for the
miners who were victi-
mised but for other work-
ers fighting for jobs and
union rights.

Among the speakers
were: Jim Kelly, from the
Silent Night strlkers, who
were sacked last July for
refusing to call off their
strike for better pay and
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proceeded to explain thls
crisis in terms which in-
volved a fundamental de-

parture from Marx’s

‘Capital’. This was fully

discussed in the earller‘

lectures.

One issue mvolved was—‘
the attempt to find in
Marx’s work an immedi-.
ate confirmation of the.
political line which the -

Party was following at
any particular time.”

From 1977 onwards,

according to the Healy‘
leadership, we were in a
permanently revolution- o
ary situation -where the
_strugg]e for power was
‘posed’ or was on the

agenda’.

To justify this wrong
political line,- bits were

torn from _Marx which

appeared to ‘fit the bill’.
What was lost was any

~concrete analysis of the

real development of the
world capitalist crisis.

Here is a leson for all
those interested in a se-
rious study of Marx’s ma-
jor work, ‘Capital’. i

There is no direct link

" between this work and the
da y-to-day developmerg;s |

in the capitalist erisis.
Any attempt to find such

a link is bound to lead to

serious errors.
System

At the 'same' time,
nowever, a study of

Marx’s critique of politic- -

al economy is a vital pre-
requisite for grasping the

contradictory appear-
-ances of the capltahst

system.

As Marx said in the
third volume of ‘Capital’:

“‘If the outward appeaf-.

ances of things coincided
directly with their ess-
ence, there would be no
need for science.’

It is for this reason that

JALES
GROUP
SET UP

conditions, and Meurig
Thomas, speakmg for the

uarrymen from Blaenau
gfestmlog who have been
on strike since August for
refusing to accept a pay
cut.

Other speakers included
Dick Withecombe of the
National Justice for Miners
Camapign, Kath Jones,

South Wales Women

Against Pit Closures, Bett
Turner, a striking South
Wales mmerswufe Dennis
Pennington, a Lancashlre
miner jailed during
strike, Les Sweeting who

could not

. that the

the

the ‘critique of .political

economy was for Marx a
seience Wthh did not and
arise spon-
~taneously from the work-

‘ing class. -

It involved him among

:’70ther things in the study

of a vast literature, in-

‘cluding the work of all the

ma or economlsts both
‘vulgar’ ‘and scientific. -

Marx had to demons-

trate that this political
economy was a distorted,

- idealist reflection of the
real, developing relations

bourgems economy.
'H s work had to connect
up with all that had gone

before in this area of sci-
ence |

- Cpllapse '

In criticising many of

the undoubted mistakes
of the WRP, some parti-
ciapants at the lectures

were at pains to point out
great mistake
was made at the end of

-World War II, when the

movement had failed to
predict the stabilisation

of capital but had instead ..

based its work on a false
perspective of the immi-
nent collapse of the

- system.

This 1s an im o_rtant
matter which needs to be

- given careful considera-
- tion.

in the first place, it is
qulte wrong to speak of
the ‘stabilisation’ of capi-
talism after the last war,
certainly in any absolute
sense.

The post-war perlod as
a whole has been char-
acterised by an almost
unbroken series of colo-

- nial wars, by the growth

of a powerful series of
national liberation strug-
gles In many of the colo-
nial and semi-colonial
countries, by the decisive
defeat of imperialism: in

- was sacked at Betshanger

-colliery in Kent, and Kent
NUM Secretary Jack Col-
lins. .

Chairman Pete Leverton,
an ex-miner but now a full-
time official of ASTMS,
pointed out that nearly 600
miners are still sacked or

Vietnam, following an
equally powerful blow to
imperialism, the Chmese

| revolution.

As one comrade pointed

out, these conditions can

hardly be called ‘stable’.

Second, many of those
who based themselves on
this so-called ‘stability’

did so with a theory that
was essentially” Keyne—.

sian inm character..

This was certaml
case with the advocates.
of the ‘permanent arms
economy’- theory which
claimed that state spend-
ing on arms had rendered
the capitalist economy

.more or less permanently

stable. . o
These theories were en-

- tirely superficial and

failed to analyse the con-
tradictory nature of such
an economy and thus the
equally contradictory im-
pact which arms spend-

~1ng had upon it.

In a similiar vein were
the theoreticians of ‘neo-
capitalism’ (Ernest Man-

‘del was prominent here)

who argued that increas-
ing Intervention by the
state had been able to
stabilise the system.

- Finally, and most: deci-
sive, 1s the question of the

character of the epoch in

which this post-war boom
developed.

Crisis
' 'Trotsky, in the founding
document of the move-
ment, the Transitional
Programme, characte-

rised the epoch of im-
perlahsm as one centred

on the crisis of leadership

in the working class.

The Fourth Internation-
al was founded in order to
resolve that crisis. The
survival of capitalism af-
ter 1945 was, in this re-
spect, a rich confirmation
of Trotsky’s proposition.

For it was thanks to
Stalinism and social-
democracy alone that the

in |all for flghtmg for their
jobs and communities and
for the future of their chil-

dren.

He said that the miners
had no need to thank their
supporters. The whole
working class had to thank
them for their courage and

the‘“

1sm a new lease of life

ruling class was able to

survive . the deep-going
economic, political and

social ecrisis which en-

gulfed it at the end of the

_last war.

If this 'conceptxon is
abandoned, the essence of -
Trotskylsm 1s lost." '

Ir no sense did capxtal

ism find some new re- -
-serves of strength in the: °
post-war- period.- ‘which
-allowed it to survivefora =

period. It sur-
vived only because of the

further

unresolved crisis of lead
ership.

- The idea that a ‘third
industrial revolution’

~ based on electronics and
other associated develop-

ments had given capital-

was also popular with
Mandel and his suppor
ters.

F uture :

In the final lecture,-
Cyril Smith dealt in detail
with the implications of

- the ‘information technolo-

gy revolution’ for the na-
ture and future of capi-
talism.

He demonstrated in de-

tail that: such develop-
ments in science and en-
gineering were not only
incompatable with capi-

talism but actually cre-
ated the basis for a new.
communist society whick
would be prepared for by

the proletarlan revolu-

tion.

. One final point aboul
the discussion at the lec-

tures. Some comrades
complained that a con-
cern with the method ol
‘Capital’ was far too ab-

stract an issue when com-

pared with ‘concrete’ de-
velopments in the class
struggle, such as Wap-
ping. o

This was strongly
opposed by the majority
of those present.

The fact is that any so-
called ‘concrete’ question

determmatlon in the face
of massive attacks from
the government and the
state.

They had been an in-
spiration for all those —
such as the prin<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>