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' STRONG STRIKE VOTE IN NORTH-EAST

Number 42

Fourteen hundred miners took action in a
twenty-four hour strike to defend Ronnie Wilson
and Henry Sinclair who were sacked last Friday
for an alleged assault on a UDM member.

ARE BACK!

THREE THOUSAND mining mechanics from group no 1 area NUM
have voted to take strike action against the Coal Board. As a resuit
of this mandate the Durham Mechanics executive will organise a
series of one day strikes bringing one pit out per week over an eight

week period.

The mechanics were aSked to vote on four

1. the continued victimisa-
tion of the sacked men, parti-
cularly the case of Geoff
Hartnell, whom the Board
refused to reinstate despite
an order that they do so from
an Industrial Tribunal.

2. the robbery by the Board
of the back-pay

3. the Board’s unilateral de-
cision to withdraw the con-
ciliation machinery in the
industry

4. the north-east area
board’s manoeuvering to
prevent a review of their
decision to close Seaham
Colliery.

On all four counts the
Mechanics voted in favour of
strike action.

Although the figures for
the ballot are not to be
announced until Friday
(when we will have gone to
press) it is understood that
the majority in favour of ac-
tion is substantial — a shat-
tering blow to all those who
hoped the NUM was finished
as a fighting force.

The decision also con-
founds all the leaders in
areas of the NUM who
opposed Arthur Scargill’s

presidential address to
the NUM conference at
Tenby, where he raised
the possibility of miners
once again taking indust-
rial action.

Within a few weeks the
South Wales miners, against
the advice of their lead-
ership, imposed a mid-week
overtime ban.

The Durham Mechanics
action is even more signifi-
cant as it is a result of a
campaign launched by its
area executive to put the
real issues to the men.

Delegates to a council

0 SELL OUT AT WAPPING! p

BY DAVE TEMPLE

meeting held in August were
told by the area secretary:
‘We cannot proceed any
further against the intransi-

gence of the Coal Board. Go

back to your lodges and tell
uskwhat action you wish us to
take.’

- Area secretary W. Ether-
ington and area president J.
Perry attended every lodge
meeting to inform the mem-
bership of the problems they
were faeing.

The replies from  the
lodges favoured a campaign
of one day stoppages, now
confirmed by an individual
ballot of the membership,
proving once and for all that
those faint hearted leaders
who say the men have no
stomach for further action
speak only for themselves.

NO SACKINGS AT WESTOE!

WESTOE pit in South Shields came to a
stanastill earlier this week as two sacked
miners picketed the shift out.

Westoe lodge secretary Tommy Betts said ‘In
future there will be pithead ballots to take some
form of action in response to any further dismis-

sals for alleged intimidation towards scabs.
‘1 talked to the lads and they maintain they

BUT BOLTON
IS RATTING ON

never hit this man.’

The lodge secretary is to discuss the iséue with
the pit management and, if this fails, he will take
it to the union area officials for further action.

SCOTTISH FIGHT

SAVAGE job cuts are being railroaded through in
the Scottish pits without opposition from the
Stalinist-dominated leadership of the miners’ un-

ion here.

George Bolton, Scottish area NUM vice president, has
repeated Coal Board claims that the manpower reduc-
tion will lead to future investment and expansion.

The closure of Comrie col-
liery in Fife, the sacking of
900 miners at Monktonhall in
the Lothians and 600 from
the two remaining Ayrshire
pits, Killoch and Barony,
leaves the Scottish coalfield
as a pathetic shadow of its
former self.

British Coal Scottish chief

George McAlpine has also
made it clear that almost all
the 118 Scottish miners vicit-
mised during the strike will
remain sacked.

A statement from McAl-
pine last week that only ab-
out ten of these will be re-
employed — excluding the
many who have naturally
won Industrial Tribunal
cases — flatly contradicts
British Coal boss Robert
Haslem’s statement that jus-
tice would now be done for
those unfairly dismissed.

Bob Young, Comrie NUM

branch chairman and a Fife
regional councillor, last
week spoke to Workers
Press about the bitterness he
felt about a decision to close
the pit, which was accepted

BY SIMON PIRANI

PUBLIC MEETINGS

by a branch meeting last
weekend.

‘For a pit that took a firm
stand during the strike and
over the issue of victimised
men, we have not had the
backing we deserve from the
union officials in the area.

‘The pit committee called
for Comrie to be turned into
a development pit.

‘This would have involved
redundancies, yes, but it
would have kept the pit open
for two years with 120 men,
and then provided work for
100 over a 15 or 20 year
period. producing high grade
sulphur coal.

‘Without consulting the
committee, George Bolion
told the mass meeting that
there was no chance of In-
vestment.

‘We feel badly led down
with that leadership.

‘If the men had been given
something to fight with, they
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THE CONTINUOUS rain all day last Saturday did not
dampen the spirits of the two thousand printworkefs
and their supporters as they marched from Tower Hill

to Wapping.

Harry Conroy, General
Secretary of the NUJ, was
first to speak:

‘On the three days of talks
we had with News Interna-
tional last week, we insisted

on speaking to them on rec-
ognition and jobs — we did
:1_01‘. speak about compensa-
ion.’

Lyn Routledge, wife of
Paul Routledge, a journalist

who had worked on The
Times for seventeen years,
spoke next.

Paul was sacked by Mur-
doch because he refused to
send copy back from Singa-
pore to Wapping when all the
workforce were sacked last
January.

‘Paul was proud to be
associated with The Times

because it was a great news-
paper produced by a great
bunch of people whom he
thought of as friends.

‘But what happened when
our friends and colleagues
faced the most crucial deci-
sion since 1979 was they
panicked and grovelled to
the likes of Murdoch . . .’

® See story back page

#
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 |Sinister ‘charity’ link in MSC/Restart scheme|

S A ERO

THE EMERGENCE of parasitic organisations seeking
profits out of mass unemployment reveals the real

BY HUGHIE NICOL

reactionary nature of capitalism in its drive for profit.

An initial study of this new phenomenon reveals
dangerous trends to undermine jobs and wages in the

established industries.

Employers in the 1980s do
not need to resort to the pre-
war ‘cattle market’ techni-
que of the unemployed lining
up to be selected for the

day’s work at the factory

gate or the docks. --

its present-day counter-
part consists of the Manpow-
er Services Commission

(MSC) with YTS and Com- -

munity Programme (CP)
schemes to undercut prices,
undermine jobs and reduce
the unemployed to second-
ciass. citizens in the labour
market. R -

‘One such organisation, the
AMARC Foundation, -has its
head office in London and

branches throughout the
country.

The name AMARC stands
for Association of Marine
and Related Charities.
Although registered as a
charity, in the eyes of trade
unionists it has a very diffe-
rent role than that of charity.

The branch on Tyneside is
thriving on the conditions of
mass unemployment and the
government-directed MSC
and CP programmes.

AMARC (TES), as well as

“operating as a ‘private’

agency to train YTS, is also
used 1n competition with

fields of higher education
and is being allowed to oper-

ate Re-Start courses for the

long-term unemployed.

Referrals are made to
them by the Re-Start teams

who conduct interviews at.

the Job Centres.

The shipbuilding and ship-
repair yards on Tyne and
Wear are 1n the process of
massive pay-offs and every
deal imaginable to under-
mine trade union agree-

- ments and conditions.

- Now enters AMARC_ |
(TES), who tender for ship
refit contracts in competi-

tion with the established in-
dustries. |

Two Royal Navy survey

craft, HMS ‘Echo’ and HMS
‘Enterprise’, have just ar-
rived on the Tyne for major
conversion work at the

AMARC training and ship-

The ‘Echo’ is to be refur-
bished by Community Prog-
ramme workers! Centre

manager Dave Wareham of
AMARC boasted: ‘They

-probably couldn’t afford to
go. into a commercial yard
- and looked for where they

could get the job done at the
best price.”

Unemployed shipyard
workers will be drafted on to
Communrity Programme
schemes to carry out the re-

fit for wages of £60 a week.

This is by far the most
blatant example of the MSC

JUST WHAT IS
‘AMARC’ SET-UP?

- building centre in Hebburn.

destroying the jobs of work-
ers in industry and exposes
its reactionary nature as the
bosses quickly grasp how to
use it for profit at the ex-
pense of the working class.

At the same time, the capi-
talists who now own the ship-
yards on the Tyne bulldoze
surplus requirements to the
ground for landscaping and
building luxury flats.

‘Mothballed’ yards have
their massive plating sheds
cleared to store EEC wheat

surpluses and the shiprepair

docks on South Tyneside are
filled and concreted over to

prevent competition opening
up. .
This is the depth of the

crisis as it unfolds in areas of
mass unemployment.

The tasks of uniting the
unemployed with the em-
ployed and mobilising the
trade unions against the
MSC and Re-Start scheme
are now posed daily.

@® Stop conscription on to
Community Programmes!

@® Break with the MSC!

® Defend the unemployed
from attack!

NEW BOTTLES

COMMENT BY ALAN CLARK

ON LAST Saturday’s sacked printworkers’ march
from Tower Hill to Wapping, the International
Communist Party (ICP) were on the demonstration
with their banner and some of their members.
One of the slogans which they chanted along the route

was: ‘Dean and Dubbins — off your knees!’ as well as:
‘Hicks and Freeman — off your knees?!'.

We have a message for the
ICP: Dean, Dubbins, Hicks
and Freeman have never

Statement by the WRP
Central Committee

1. THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE of the Workers
Revolutionary Party expresses its full support for
the international campaign for the release of Viran
Peiris and Brutan Perera, members of the Revolu-
tionary Communist League of Sri Lanka and for the
dropping of all charges against RCL members.

- Why and how Exeter must
support the striking printworkers

N Speaker: Alan Clark .
(WRP & Fleet Street Support Unit, personal capacity)

means of winning the dispute
— which are all in their way

~ Wednesday 1 October 7.30p.m.
Barts Tavern, Bartholemew Street

Dayschool on South Africa

Exeter

Advertisement

Saturday, 20th September
- 10.30 am till 5.00 pm
- The Gilbert Richards Centre,

10.00 — 10.30 Registration and to send messages both to  solidarity between these two monstrations outside Mur- along a certain road and no
, the Sri Lankan authorities campaigns. * doch’s plant. further.
10.30 — 12.30 1st Session and to the RCL. 6. Our polltlcal differences ) They cannot get off their
Introduction by Charlie van Gelderen, a 4. We call on all members of with the RCL, and with the o | knees, if they were, in fact,
South African exile. the \gRP lt]o take ull{) this i?sue ICFI to which 1{) is ei-il?flllaéetd, . crazy . -ever on them.
N : : inside the working-class can in no way be allowed to ‘ ‘ “ ICP members are fooling
(l))flSé:gjfgozfgg;ﬁogggr;tt;at:n%nt;]hee rr:izttg:'s movement and for resolu- —obstruct th1§ campailgn. Hicks and Freeman, no one but themselves when
f th - : heid - tions and letters to be sent to In fact, without this cam- | whijlst not collaborating with  they make their demands. It
ol ¢ various anti-apariheid organisa- the Sr1 Lankan High Com- pajgn, discussion of differ- | the courts, have done their = only shows they have learnt
o ., lons T | mission. . ences is meaningless. - damnedest to stop any real nothing from the split in the
1230 — 1.30 Lunch (food provided) We call on the London The Central Committee in- | escalation of the strike. Any WRP last October with
N '~ ) | Area Committee of the WRP  gtrycts its secretary to com- call for Fleet Street to come Healy. |
.1'30 — 315 2nd Session | to organise a large regular muynicate immediately this out in support of their col- In fact, if you could put the
The -Black Trade Union Movement, attendance at the picket of regolution to all WRP bran- | leagues ‘has been deemed [CP andthefake WRP/News
COSATU - | . - tne High Commission at ches, all organisations affili- | crazy because it would leave [ ine members together on
o . . 12.00 midday each Thursday. ated to the ICFI and other only Murdoch’s papers on the Wapping demonstra-
A speaker from COSATU will outline the kvi cations we the street, they say. o Aty et
~ development of COSATU. Another We call on all party mem- Trotskyist organisations we N L, they . . tions, you couldn t dlstlng-
K ho h | ved f bers to win the support of all are in touch with interna- But militants know this uish anything between them.
cpeaker, Who nas recently arrived from professional people, trade tionally. “isn’t true and, we suspect, so They sound exactly the
Sputh_ Africa will talk about the latest union leaders, councillors We instruct the editorial do Hicks and Freeman. same.
situation. and .MPS for the release of board to display it prominen- They have both concen- @ The working class cannot
3.15 — 3.30 Coffee break the jailed RCL members. tly in the next issue of Work- | trated on mass picketing of and will not be fooled . They
19— 3. otfee ‘Drea 5. We call on the comrades ers Press and to carry week- the plant, demonstrations, will reject such methods as
3rd Session of the Revolutionary Com- 1ly reports of the campaign flying pickets as well as the quickly as one discards a

3.50 — 5.00

- Broadway, Earlsdon, Coventry

Agenda

Solidarity work in Britain
® John Lister — work inside the trade
unions - -
® Speaker from Lambeth Trades Coun-
cil (invited) |

- @ Dave Rees from Birmingham Youth
Against Apartheid (personal capacity) —

Creche facilities
Sponsored by ‘Inter

work inside the Anti-Apartheid movement
and with youth

@® Coventry Anti-Apartheid (invited)

Registration fee £i1."001/50p. |

are available (please contact us in advance)
national’ and ‘Socialist Viewpoint’

Invitation only. |

For more information telephone 021-373 6966 o
0203-621 380

The Trotskyists of the RCL have constantly
- subject to savage repression, above all because of their

been

opposition to the class collaborationist leadership of the
Sri Lankan workers’ movement and their intransigent
stand in support of the self-determination of the Tamil

nation.

2. In this regard we call to
comrades’ minds the fate of
Comrade R. Piyvadasa of the
RCL who, in 1979, was hack-
ed to death by racist thugs

because of his support for

the Tamil struggle.

3. We call on members of all
organisations which claim to
stand on the programme of

- the Fourth International to .

take up this campaign in
their respective countries

munist Group (Britain), who

BY CHARLIE WALSH

DURING the Labour Party
conference in Blackpool
there will be a fringe meet-
ing on lreland organised
by the Labour- Committee
on lreland. |

A member of Sinn Fein,

Thomas Carroll, will be the
guest speaker.

-~ Stuart:-Bel, Labour MP and"

are themselves fighting for
the defence of their member
Viraj Mendis from deporta-
tion to Sri Lanka, to support
this campaign.

Just as there i1s complete
solidarity between the racist
Thatcher government, with

~its witch-hunting deporta-

tions, and the Jayawardene

regime, which does the bid-

ding of imperialism in Sri
Lanka, so there should be

from now on.

front bench spokesman on
the north of Ireland, who will
also speak at the fringe meet-
ing, told LBC radio on Tues-
day night (Sept 16) that he
regretted the invitation to Car-
roll.

He said the Labour Party
would have no truck with Sinn
Fein and was opposed to vio-

lence.

He added that he wouid be
letting Carroll know in no un-

been on their knees.

Far from it, all four have
worked, albeit separately,
consciously or unconscious-
ly, very much on their feet.
Or perhaps the ICP haven’t
yet noticed. o

Dean and Dubbins have
worked to keep this impor-

tant dispute very much low-

key, preferring a useless
boycott campaign to actual-
ly rallying the rest ¢f the
working class to support the
printworkers. -

They have discouraged
other unions, particularly
the miners, from giving
physical support as much as
possible and have collabo-
rated with the courts to limit
the size of picketing and de-

boycott campalgn as a

STUART BELL DROPS A CLANGER

certain manner what he him-
self thought about the IRA
and why the Labour Party is
opposed to violence.

This of course is sheér

hypocrisy by Beil.

He and the Labour Party
support the violence of the

- British army, the SAS, the

RUC and the UDR while they
completely ignore the secta-
rian murder of innocent
Catholics carried out by the

only a means to winning.
They are not a final solution
in this dispute and could nev-
er have been. ~

Dean and Dubbins are

~ both reformists and suppor-
ters of Labour’s New Real-
ism, while Hicks and Free-
man are both members of
the ‘Morning Star’ faction of
the Communist Party.

' Dispute

All four of them, in their
own way, can only take the
dispute so far. Therefore,
calling for them to get off
their knees is not to under-
stand that their brand of
politics can only lead them

rotten apple.

right wing loyalist murder
gangs.

The position on the Repub- -
lican movement put forward
by Bell shows that a future
Labour government would
continue the bi-partisan poli-
cy that it shares with the pre-
sent Tory government.

Labour Party delegates
attending the Labour Party
conference must be warned
about the nature of a huture

Labour government.
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LAST WEEK, John Simmance outlined the main events
of the Monday and Tuesday of TUC week and gave us a
glimpse of some of the behind-the-scenes activity that
we don’t normally get to hear about. | |

This week, he concludes his report which tells how
Gavin Laird helped the pro-nuclear lobby to fill the
gallery while James Airlie played to it and how News
Line has found new friends. Dave Kitson, it seems, has
ruffled the feathers of the TASS bureaucracy.

WEDNESDAY: The main de-
bates are to cover education,
YTS and youth unemploy-
ment.

The debate gets underway.
I pass a message along to
Gavin Laird, general secret-
ary of the AEU:

‘I intend to speak on para-
graph 196 (page 164) (Con-
gress permitting) on AEU
policy concerning YTS.
From John Simmance, Divi-
sion 25 delegate.’

My reply was: ‘Sorry, we
have an EC speaker on this.’

I would like to make it
clear that AEU policy is to
oppose the-YTS scheme. The
EC member, of course, wa-
tered down this opposition
and voiced just ‘concern’ ab-
out the YTS.

This, along with their re-
v151tng. the apprenti}(lztesglip
system, is an outrig et-
rayal of the youth, who have tred around three resolu-

_  tions: one from the En-
gﬁgnegﬁi}t‘girf’, runt of Thatch gineers and Managers Asso-

~clation, supported by the

The debate on low pay was AEU, whichp\gas a com{)lete-

covered very well on the ‘ly right-wing, pro-nuclear
Workers Press front page resolution
two weeks ago. '

‘ The second was from the
I WOUld Only qUOte: .They Fire Brigades Union
have taken no real action to seconded by the NUM. re.
resist the cancerous growth jecting nuclear power.
of low-pay over the years. '

The third, which was
‘TUC support for YTS has I :
given the green light for low General Council policy, was

) to look at the nuclear indus-
pay by employers. try over the next 12 months
and decide then.

A delegation comprising
AEU members from Sella-
field paraded banners and
placards in support of nuc-
lear energy outside the con-
gress.

They booed and harassed
Arthur Scargill and anyone
else opposing that view.

I must make it clear that,
as delegates, we can only
vote freely at the AEU pre-
meeting held on Sunday.
Once tlre decision is taken,
we have to vote for it at the
Congress and we can neither
speak for nor against the
motion unless it is union
policy.

The AEU policy is pro-
nuclear, decided at the
national committee confer-

ence the day before the Cher-
nobyl disaster.

The nuclear debate cen-

It became evident that this
pro-nuclear lobby in the gal-
lery was a well-orchestrated
demonstration. I passed a
note along to Gavin Laird
asking him the following
question: |

‘Could you please inform
me so that I can report on
my return to the members I
represent and answer the
following question:

1. Were any visitors’ creden-
tials given to any of the pro-
nuclear lobby in the balcony
today?

2. How many, if any, were
offered to the Fleet Street
members of the AEU who
lobbied Congress on Monday
and Tuesday this week?’

not demanded, but

THURSDAY: Again, a delega-
tion from the Birmingham
trades council leafleted the
Congress in support of trade
union sanctions on South
Africa. -

I was pleased to meet Dr
Maire O’Shea, recently ac-

In the visitors’ gallery

there was a large demon-

stration of pro-nuclear sup-

porters who booed and

Jeered anyone who was anti-
- nuclear: in the debate.

Despite the fact that we

had been instructed to vote

I had no reply from Laird.

I went up to the balcony

and asked these members
where they got their creden-
tials from. - .

Gavin Laird and Jimmy
Airlie had given them to
them. :

THURSDAY AFTERNOON: A

standing ovation for repre-
sentatives of the South Afri-
can trade union federations,

COSATU and SACTU, fol-
lowed by the TUC display

‘Beating Apartheid’, urging

everyone to unite to defeat

apartheid.

Trade union sanctions are
para-
graph three of the resolution
calls on affiliated unions ‘to
support by every means

possible trade unionists who

may be victimised for com-

plying with this policy’.

The conference gives a
unanimous vote to the com-

posite motion and then

shows a one-minute adver-
tising film on the evils of
apartheid, which has been
banned by the Independent
Broadcasting Authority but
will be shown in cinemas
throughout the country.

- The debate ends with the

news that three ANC mem-
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attend the ‘Morning Star’ so-
cial to raise money for the
Wapping dispute as I was a
representative of the Wap-
ping AEU members.

I wasn’t too sure of the

reception I would find at

such a social. I immediately
met many of the AEU dele-
gates and introduced Geoff,
a sacked miner, to them.

In such an atmosphere I

was surprised to see the re-

porters from News Line,
Penny Bloor, Ben Rudder
and photographer Sean
Smith, who seemed to be

happily mixing with every-

one, including a bunch of the
‘Morning Star’ editorial, sit-
ing by the entrance to the
social. (No, I didn’t see any
handshakes.)

It took only a few minutes
to realise we were on hostile
ground. I bumped into Bar-
bara Switzer, the TASS
assistant general secretary.

We had briefly met on

family and the City
are mad. The ANC havé
tlﬁrown him out, and that is
that.’

Council meeting earlier and
had heard Dave Kitson
speak.

She exploded. I asked why

TASS had refused to con-
tinue its support for Kitson.
She replied: ‘He’s gone over
to the Trots.’

- -By this time she was in a
total rage. Her voice was.
almost screaming. -

She went on: ‘His whole
group

I pointed out that David
Kitson had not said he was a
Trotskyist and had been sus-
pended, not expelled, from

the ANC. | |
- Surely the fact he had

spent 20 years in jail meant
he had a right to his view?

Then more slander. ‘Many
have died! You must have
discipline in the movement!’

I said I thought TASS was

l.,. . ,. - . ..,
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quitted in the Birmingham for, we were able to give

bers were to be hanged the = Monday when she spoke on

The anti-nuclear resolu-

- tion fell by only 60,000 votes.
The right-wing pro-nuclear
resolution fell heavily and, of

applause to anyone we liked.

As I was sitting in the front
row I would often say a few -
words of encouragement to

trial, who was with the de-
legation.

The main debate was on
nuclear power in the morn-

ing and South Africa in the
afternoon.

- Leaders seek to hetray teachers’ pay fight

struggling to defend im-

those who opposed the plat-
form.

course, the TUC unity re-

solution was passed.

following Tuesday.
- " That evening I attended

the Lambeth Trades Council
fringe meeting. Afterwards
Geoff Hartnell and 1 left to

TEACHERS’ UNION leaders have used the cloak of the summer

break to conclude the first stage of a deal which is intended to
link teachers’ pay to their conditions of service for the first time.

The teachers’ industrial action was called off in
May in return for a five and a half per cent interim
rise and the promise of more money and a new pay
structure emerging from further talks.

The interim agreement reached in July made it quite
clear that any extra money would be dependent on a
strict definition of teachers’ duties and an increased

workload.

This has now been fol-
lowed by a further retreat in
which union executives have
ordered their members to
resume covering the classes

of their absent colleagues, .

something they have not
done for more than a year
and a half.

The proposed deal on pay
and conditions would give
substantial rises to the very
lowest paid teachers but this
1s a relatively cheap conces-
sion since curbs on recruit-

ment in recent years have.

reduced their numbers.

The main purpose of the
teachers’ fight was a single
salary scale ending the pre-
vious divisive system of
widely differing salaries for
relatively small differences
of responsibility.

This seemed to have been

achieved at first inspection.
However the £14,500 pay that
union leaders have claimed
that the deal will bring to all
teachers will take between
five and thirteen years to
achieve — by which time it
may well be worth very
little. .

There is no such delay on
the concessions that
teachers are to grant.These
include:

@ An entry grade with very

low rates of pay on which
teachers will be kept until
they demonstrate their
‘competence’ — a YTS-type
system |

@® A system of appraisal for
all teachers in response to
Keith Joseph’s claim that
the faults of the education
system lie in incompetent or
lazy teachers who must be

brought into line or dis-
missed |

® An increase in the length
of the working day and the
working year |

® A definition of teachers’
duties which prevent them
refusing extra unpaid work
— as they did during the
recent dispute.

Of the various teachqrs’
unions, those representing
head teachers and teachers

who are not prepared to

strike are likely to have no
trouble selling the deal to
their members.

NAS/UWT, the second

largest teachers union, held
a ballot on the principle of

selling conditions for money -
earlier this year and won a -

narrow majority for doing so
after a very hard sell.

Most resistance to the bet-

rayal of their efforts is likely
to come from members of
the NUT — who took most o

the industrial action.

The NUT executive c‘anndt
sell the deal on its own

merits. It therefore has to

resort to threats that the ~n-
ion i1s not strong enough to
take on the local authorities

BY AN NUT MEMBER

> -

“and the government.

The hope is that the length

-of time that the campaign

has been called off a long

time and that this will have

demoralised the mem-
bership enough to bear this
view out.

At the root of their de-
speration to do a deal at any

~price lies the close rela-
tionship with the leaders of | |
the NUT have with the lead-

ers of the Labour: Party.

The NUT executive was -

warned by its officers. that if
it did not endorse the deal

this would embarrass the
Labour-led local authourties

and could hinder the election
of a Labour government.

“Kinnock himself has been
involved in hammering out
the deal. L

It would be partic'ularly

pleasing for Fred Jarvis, the
'NUT’s general secretary, if,

in his year as TUC president,

‘he could help to get the new

social contract off the

ground even before a Labour

government were elected.
It will not however be all

plain sailing for those who

want to deliver the teachers

- bound hand and foot to their

employers. t

'The NAS/UWT leaders,
admittedly -for tactical

Resolution three.
I introduced myself and

started chatting. After a mi-

nute I mentioned I had been
at the Lambeth Trades

reasons, have rejected the
deal as 1t stands and within

the NUT there is powerful
resistance to it.

The coming weeks will seé
local branches of the NUT

a trade union not a political
party. She then stormed off.

- That brings to an end the
week of a TUC delegate.

CONCLUDED |

proved conditions won dur-
ing the dispute and to get a
special conference of the un-
ion to reject any proposed
sell out.

MARXIST DISCUSSION GROUP
Bryant Street Methodist Centre

off West Ham Lane

(nearest Underground: Stratford)
| Sunday September 21, 7.30pm

‘The Workers International League’
Speaker: Sam Levy

Sunday September 28, 7.30pm
‘Dialectics of Nature’
Speaker: Mike Howgate
~Sunday October 57.30pm
‘Background to the Hungarian Revolution’

MARXIST DISCUSSION GROUP

- Organised by Workers Power

Every other Wednesday, 7.30pm
Upstairs at the Landor Hotel

Landor Road, SW2 (Clapham North <)

September 24: Hungary 1956
October 8: Cable Street 1936
October 22: The Popular Front in France 1936
November 5: The Moscow Trials 1936
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DEPORTATIONS:

lranian militant
~ denied asylum

UNDER Healy, the Workers Revolutlonary Party gave
unquestionmg, uncritical support to the Khomeiny reg-
ime In lran.- To open the question of the nature of

post-revolutionary Iran, Workers Press is publishing this
“article on KAMRAN MASHADI s campaign for political

asylum in Britain and invites discussion.

Kamran is a member of the Revolutionary Communist
Group (RCG) and supporter of the publication ‘Fight
Racism! Fight imperialism’. He was on the Vlraj Mendis

‘march earlier this year.

‘Kamran Mashadi came to
Britain from Iran in 1980 as a
student. His money from
Iran was stopped because: of
his active opposition to
Khomeini’s regime.

As a result he applied for
Il)é)éztlcal asylum in Britain in

After two years the Home
Office have now rejected his
application and are trying to

~send him back to Iran.

Kamran says: ‘The Home

- Office knows that students

opposing the Islamic Repub-
lic of Khomeiny who are sent
back to Iran are arrested,
tortured and eventually ex-
ecuted by the belllgerent
regime.’

The inhuman regime of
Khomeiny has executed over
20,000 people and imprisoned
another 140,000 who are bru-

‘tally tortured.

According to Amnesty In-

ternational, during the last
three years 80 per cent of
executions of -all left-wing
political activists in the
whole world have taken
place in Iran.

After the 1979 Revolutlon
there was much optimism
that a more democratic soci-
ety would replace the Shah’s
dictatorship.

Hopes were soon dashed as
women’s rights, press free-
dom and political dissent
were first curtalled and later
forcibly stamped on.

The left-wing and progres-

sive parties that challenged
-the Islamic Republic were

bloodily crushed.

The repercussions of the
street battles between the
progressive:Mujaheddin and
Khomeiny’s Revolutionary
Guards were felt in the Ira-
nian student communities
wo,rldwide.

The Iranian government
sent a directive to all its
embassies to mark the files
of those suspected of sup-
porting Mujaheddin or other
anti-Khomeiny organisa-
tions.

The money to these stu-
dents was stopped and their
passports confiscated.

There were many cases of
students being sent back to
Iran only to be arrested, tor-
tured and eventually ex-
ecuted.

Kamran is appealing
against the decision to refuse
his application for political
asylum. *

A defence campaign has
been set up for Kamran

which meets fortnightly on

Tuesdays at 7p.m. in the

Law Centre, 584 Stockport

Road, Longsight, Manches-
ter (next meetmg i1s Septem-
ber 23).

Kamran 1s also askmg for
letters to be sent to his MP,
Stan Orme, at the House of

Commons and. to David Wad-

dington at the Home Office.

- For leaflets, petitions and
further information about
the campaign, write to the
Kamran Mashadi Defence
Campaign (KMDC), 584
Stockport Road, Long51ght
Manchester, tel: 061-225
5111.9 |

‘Order suspended

after campaign pressure

ONLY 24 hours after the launch of the defence

campaign for two-year-old Khuram Azad, 400

people attended a support meeting in Bradford
last week’s press conference was told.

The campaign is to defend the rlght of Khuram,

Brltam

'He was legally adopted in
Paklstan and brought to Bri-
tain in June 1985 as his adop-
tive parents’ child.

The Home Office do not
accept the validity of the
adoption.

The Khalique famlly have
accused immigration offic-
ers of threatening be-
haviour, duress and coercion
in their attempts to remove
the child from the country.

Immigration officials have

‘adopted son of Anver and Abdul Khalique, to stay in

BY SUE GWYER

'iv151ted the child’s natural

parents, Abdul Khalique’s
brother and sister-in-law, -in
Pakistan in an attempt to

persuade them to take Khur-

am back.
They have refused unless

| requested by Abdul himself,

because they allowed the
adoption by the Khaliques,

-childless for 17 years, on
compassionate grounds.

Khuram and his mother

“went into hiding on hearing
from their MP Max Madden
that Home Affairs Minister
David ‘Waddington had re-

fused his right to stay.

Within 24 hours a defence
campaign was set up and
within another 24 hours hun-
dreds of people flooded to the
public meeting.

Waddington has denied
allegations of threatening
behaviour by his officials
and has said he had only the
child’s well-being in mind.

In the light of the media
attention the case has
attracted, Waddington has
suspended the deportatlon
order.

The defence campaign has
activities planned weekly to
keep up the pubhclty
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our MPs

support Viraj Mendls

In a meeting of the Cam-
paign Group ot‘ Labour MP’s
on Thursday 11th Septem-
ber, a message calling for
support for Viraj Mendis
was read out from the plat-
form by Graham Stringer,
leader of Manchester City
Council,

The message written by
Viraj himself was recieved
with applause from the audi-
ence.

From the meeting, Tony
Benn, Eric Heffer and Joan
‘Maynard signed the pledge
made by Paul Boateng in
July of this year.

This pledge — to invite
Viraj to speak to the House
of Commons one month after
a Labour election — is being

used by the campaign to get
as much support from the

labour movement as

possible.

In order for Viraj to win
his right to political asylum,
the campaign has to gain

‘mass support to show Wad-

dington that a continued
threat of deportation would
cause a public outcry.

He obviously does not like
bad publicity for his im-
migration officials judging
from his reaction to Khuram
Azad’s case!

We must highlight the
Viraj case everywhere possi-
ble to ensure Waddington

and the Home Office do not

attempt to deport Viraj be-
hind the backs of the work-
Ing class as they do .with 60

other black people every

‘week.

_A ‘strong campaign must
be built to resist the racist
immigration laws.

CARDIFF RALLY
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Protoators in Cardlff make t claar why they don’t want furthor dovolopmng for Hlnckloy Power

| LAST Saturday

in Card:ﬂ the
Welsh capital, over 250 peo-
ple demonstrated agamst
nuclear power.

The all-Wales demonstra-

tion, organised by Wales Anti-

Nuclear Alliance, was directly

“aimed against the further de-

velopment of Hinckley Power
Station just 14 miles from the
South Wales coastline.

 Hinckley A and B Power

Stations are gas-cooled reac-
tors. The CEGB wants Hinc-
kley C and D to be pressu-

rised water reactors (PWRs)

where, if accidents do occur,
they are of a much more se-
rious nature and could lead to

_the Welsh Ofﬂce calling fora

halt on plans to buiit more
nuclear power stations.

- The demonstration, headed
by Oakdale Colliery band,

made its way through Sophla
Gardens. |

a meltdown (the Chma syn- ,,

drome).

If C and D are buult, it would
be one of the largest nuclear
sites after Sellafield.

A petition was handed in to

Home Office horror tlgures

NEW FIGURES issued

by the Home Office now

admit that a full-scale
nuclear attack on Britain
would mean immediate
death for at least half the

population.
Scientists calculate that

‘blast alone from the attack
~on military bases and cities

would probably kill 26 mil-

lion people.

That’s 10 million more

‘than the government pre-

v1ously assumed

A further two or three mil-
lion would probably d1e from
radiation burns.

Within days or Weeks
many of the six million in-
Jured would also have died.

The new estimates fit cal-
culations made by the US
Office of Technology that 90
per cent of people living in
ordinary brick houses would
be killed by the blast of

around 11 pounds per square
1nch from a single one mega-

Kim Howells, research offic-
er for the NUM, was among
the speakers at the rally which
followed.

Travis Gould

£

 ton bomb.

The Home Office had pre-
viously said a thirty pound
per square inch blast would
be needed to klll that percen-

tage.

The nuclear ‘defence ex-
ercise Operation Square Leg
envisaged a 200 megaton
attack on Britain. |

The British Medical Asso-
ciation worked out from this
and the US figures that there

~would be 26 mllllon blast

deaths.

Support sacked unionists!
Oppose scab Iabour'

_THREE Merse snde

~ firms have sacked" work- |
| ers demanding the right
~to a living wage, decent

and safe working condi-

tions and a trade union
recognised by their em-

ployers.

‘Workers at Al Feeds'

Streed Ltd and Nove Leather
have been sacked for having
the temerlty to join a trade

union.

Af,ter ]ommg the union,
employees in each -work-
place were subjected to

-harassment and intimida-

tion by management, com-

pelling them to take indust-

rial action to defend the shop
stewards concerned. © -

Effort

In '_each ca-se the em-

ployers brought in scab
workers, many from outside -

Support sacked trade unionists!

MASS RALLY & MARCH

Frlday 26 September

ASSEMBLE 4p.m. at A1 Feeds, Lyster Road, Bootle

MARCH to Streed Ltd
Speakers invited include: Eddie Roberts

Rally 6p.m. at Nove Leather |
(T&GWU), Tony Ha yes (T&GWU), Bob Parry MP, Alan

Roberts MP, Alex Doswell (Liverpool Trades Council).
Further information: Mike Carden Transport House, Islington, Liverpool 3. tel: 051-207 3388:
or Fieldworkers Office, MTUCURC 24 Hardman Street, Lwerpool 1. tel 051-709 3995.

the Merseyside area, in an
- effort to maintain productlon
~and break the umomsed

workers.

-At each of the plcket lines
there has been a constant
police presence and in the
case of Al Feeds several

pickets have been arrested
for petty alleged offences.

In each dispute, manage-
ment are attempting to in-
flict severe financial dam-
age on the union under the
Tory anti-trade union leg-
islation.

A coordmated and orga-
nised conspiracy against the
unions by one or more em-
ployers’ organisations using
scab labour, the law courts
and Tory .antl -union laws is
evident .

Knowing the strikers are
young and comparatively
new to the trade union move-
ment, they are also trying to
demoralise them by prolong-
ing the disputes with a vi-
cious war of attrition.

@® See advertisment oppo-
51te '
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vice chair, Sinn Fein
in the six counties

PART 3

IN PAHTS ONE and two of this interview JOE AUSTIN dlscussed how Sinn
Fein in the six counties is grappling with the problems of developmg political
- consciousness within the working class. He explained the role of Sinn Fein’s
electoral struggle and the breaking down of the existing relationship between
elected representatives and those whom they represent. He talked about the
importance of the national question, the relationship between the armed and
the political wings of the struggle and how together they challenge, not only
the British occupation of the six counties, but the capitalist class system.
THIS WEEK he discusses the confusion of Republicanism with the Irish
Free State. He describes the struggle as he sees it after the removal of British
occupation, when the capitalist class will try to re-estabhsh control over all

ireland.

NEXT WEEK we ask Joe what his attltudes to communist parties in Ireland

are and what relatlonshup he would expect to have with revolutlonary parties

in Britain.

‘-DO YOU agree ‘with the

notion that if the British

occupation ended there
would be civil war here?

WELL, I don’t know to be
- quite honest. I think that one

of the scenarios that is pre-

sented, particularly by those

that support British in-.

tervention, is that they can’t
leave because there will be a
bloodbath.

~ We have no mterest in a
bloodbath:- and we have a

- vested. mterest in stopping a
" bloodbath.

I don’t believe at this point
in time that large sections of
the Loyalist population
would want to see that civil
war syndrome become
reality.

There most certainly are a
section who pohtlcally and to
- some_extent religiously see

that it is in their interest.
Their very existence de-

pends on perpetuating the

division of the Workin_'g_ class.
It is in their interest to

| actively orchestrate for civil

war or to present the threat
of a civil war.

I’m talking prlmarlly ab-
out Loyalist paramilitaries
who are in fact fascists, who
have very close links with

fascists in Britain and fas-

cists in Europe.
I don’t think they do repre-

sent the vast majority of

Loyalist workers..

leadership

with,

We would recognise that
protestants do have fears
that are real fears and are
genuine fears.

They have been fed a diet
of 1solation, they’ve been fed
a diet of a siege mentality
and when you. look at the
of the Loyalist
people you’ll find
tremendous similarities
say for instance, the
whites who occupied Zim-
babwe or those who current-
ly hold the power in South
Africa.

They find a false rela-
tionship with, for instance,
the most extreme sections of

- Zionism, the people who con-

trol occupled Palestine, thels;

feel tremendous afflmty wit

them and that’s part of the

‘siege mentality.

Now I think they look -at
the Free State and they be-

lieve that is what Republi-

canism is all about.

They choose to believe that
to a large extent.

Again we have a revolu-

-tionary responsibility at all
~times to counteract that

propaganda sleight.

‘We arenot struggling for a
free state. Many of the 1ssues
that affect the protestant

A mural in the area St James paymg a tribute to those from the area who have died in this current phase of the struggle The
mural was organised and is maintained by the local community.

working class in terms of
how that statelet operates,
they would find us as allies

as opposed to the people like

the SDLP for instance.

The referendum on di-
vorce, the whole conspiracy
agamst women in the Free
State, the dominance of the
Catholic hierarchy, we’re in
direct competition W1th all

- those positions.

Having said that,
also in competition with the
privileged positions that the
protestant churches have 1n
the north.

But those are thmgs that
the Loyalist population have
more in common with us
than they would for instance

‘with the SDLP, or even thelr
‘own Unionist Party -

- But it’s unrealistic to talk

~'about working class unity,
it’s unrealistic to talk about '

a united working class front

-on the major issues until we

remove British imperialism
because it is that imperial-
ism which divides the work-

‘ing class.

It s that nnperlahsm that
1 graphlcally divides Ire-
an

and it is that imperial-
‘1sm that maintains the

statelets in the north and the
south and the economic, poli-
tical conspiracy agamst the
Irish people.

To remove that is an initial
step, that’s why, when I
Spo e earlier, I said that re-

moving the BI’ItlSh oCCuj a~ .'

tion from Ireland is the:

ginning of the process to
liberate a society that is in
fact harnessed against the
interests of the masses of the

Irish people, the Irish work—

1ng class.

ANOTHER problem seems
to come from the fact that
the Free State is in the grip
of British imperialism. =

it’s an economic Im-f'
perialism as opposed to 2

direct im-

perialism.

How do you intend to
deal with that, once you
have expelled the British

political .

occupation from the North

and removed partition? -
THAT’S RIGHT, Connolly

- said that if you take down the

‘Union Jack, paint the pillar
boxes green, and put up a
Tricolour — unless you have

control of the pillars of pow-

er then you change nothing.

I mean you substitute a
foreign army of repression
for a native army of repres-
sion. You substitute the RUC

for the Guardai.

That is why the conquest of
Ireland 1s not only geog-
raphical and it isn’t only
military.

I mean to remove the Brit-
ish army from the streets of
the North, to remove parti-

0
e
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we’re

‘won’t succeed is the
| clsatlon that’s takmg place

tion but to allow British

financiers, or even Irish

financiers, to maintain and

control all of those pillars of
power, you actually haven’t -,

achieved very much.

If we were only mvolved in

a struggle to remove or end
partition; if we were only

involved in a struggle to re-
move the British army and
we left intact the: British in-

terest, then it wouldn’t be
worth the life of one person. -

It would be meaningless.
That’s why we’re in the busi-

-ness, that’s why the whole

pohtxclsatlon that we spoke
about earlier on has to take
place.

I thmk that, ]ust to go back
to the civil war syndrome,

what is most likely to happen

in the post-British withdraw-
al from Ireland, and this is

. regrettable but I'm trying to
- be realistic, is that the initial
coming together won’t be the

working .class.
The initial comln

together will be the capital-.
. ist class who will attempt to
re-establish Ireland in thelr '
-own interests.

That is the most likely sce- .
nario and stran ely enough
on’t overly
subscribe to the concept of -

that is why I

civil war, because that c1v11
war will not be in the in-
terests of anyone.

-But it certainly won’t be in
the interests of capitalism
and I think that that’s one of

the factors that will prevent

that line.

I don’t believe that we’re
about a situation

talking
where the British leave on

‘Monday and where a Sinn
Fein government is elected.
on Tuesday.

I think the most llkel sce-

nario after the British de ar-
ture is that Sinn Fein w111 be

banned and a capitalist.
coalitjon government will be_

established.

The guarantee that that
politi-

Nnow.,

It lsn’t to a large extent
how many guns the IRA
have or don’t have, on the
basis that capltahsm can al-
ways outgun the revolution-
ary, although not necessari-
ly defeat them.

But again our position has

to be one of politicising those
people who we come into
contact with to understand
that the struggle is not onl
about removing men wi
guns and green uniforms,
but it is to bring about radic-
al and revolutionary change
to all areas that effect peo-
ple’s lives.

That has to be socialist
policies and socialist prog-
rammes and that’'s what
we're in the business of
domg
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DEFENDED
BY LIES

Part three of series
- on the campaign
against plastic

bullets by a reporter
- in Belfast
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The United Campaigh Against Plastic Bullets in Ireland Is very concerned that the British working class and particularhyl the ethhlc

groups within it are aware of the full ramifications of the use of plastic bullets, both in terms of the damage they in

victims and they way they are used as weapons of repressions.

ONE OF the most striking themes which emerges again and
‘again when talking to the victims of plastic bullets or the close
relatives of those killed is the sense of outrage and injustice
that has been done by the State. - I
Individuals, in deep grief and shock are suddenly confronted by the full
‘machinations of a State whose hypocrisy knows no bounds, which has no

compassion whatsoever and no respect for the life of its citizens, takes no
account of truth and defends the indefensible with lies and distortions.

As the video, made by
the United Campaign
Against Plastic Bullets
‘Plastic Bullets — The

Deadly Truth’ says, ‘rela- -

tives have all confronted
the difference between
what 1s happening and
what the official line says
is happening.

‘There is a sense of com-

plete isolation and frustra-

tion living in a society which

to their mind has committed
the ultimate immorality in

killing someone close to

them.

‘They a'r,e denied any red-
ress at all. ~

‘The most difficult thing to
come to terms with is that
the state can kill on the
Streets.’

~ All of these sentiments-are
expressed by Jim McCabe,
whose wife Nora died in July
1981 after being shot in the
head by a plastic bullet fired
from an RUC landrover.

Devoted

Since Nora’s death Jim
has given up his job and has
devoted his life to bringing
up his three young children,
fighting for justice for
Nora’s murder and fighting
against the use of plastic
bullets.

When I talked to Jim, two
things became very clear.

The first was his initial

.disbelief - that such a thing
could happen, despite the

fact that as a resident of

‘Belfast he had witnessed
much state terror and knew
that there had been several
deaths as a result of the
‘plastic bullet. o
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the effectiveness with which
the state manages to cover
each of the deaths, so that
they either pass unnoticed or
the victim is seen to have

been associated in some way

with rebellious behaviour,
thus lulling people involved
In peaceful, daily business

into a false sense of security.

The second thing that be-
comes clear is that having
experienced the naivety of
this attitude Jim now feels
compelled to bring Nora’s
murderers to court, not to
seek revenge, but to let the
world know  how the state
distorts and rationalises its
actions.

Nora McCabe went out, at

-8 o’clock in the morning to

buy cigarettes at a corner
shop, not twenty yards from
the house in which she was
staying.

On her 'way back from .
the shop on the corner of

Linden Street and the Fall
Road, she was hit. |

~Jim said that when he was
first told Nora had been hit,
1t never occurred to him that
she had been seriously in-
jured and he assumed she
had been in the vicinity of
some minor struggles.

Neither of these ideas
proved to be true.

‘Earlier that morning had
Jim had been woken up by
the banging of bin-lids,
which was done after each
hunger strikers’ death as a
sign of mourning.

When Jim arrived in Lin-
den Street a friend told him
that Nora had been taken to
hospital and that it ‘was se-
rious’.

~_Jim told me, ‘Even then I
‘didn’t realise. |
- I went to the hospital and

told them WhO I was and a
doctor came and was ex-
plaining and I asked him
how Nora was. |
‘He said, ‘‘injuries of this
kind are always serious.”
‘T still had no idea, I
thought that since Nora had
been admitted to hospital

'she must have a broken arm

or perhaps some bruising on
tae back or something like
that. ~ o |

‘No-one had told me that

she had been hit on the head
and it wasn’t until I saw her,
lying on a stretcher, uncon-

scious, with her head ban-

daged that the full impact hit
me. |

‘Still it never occurred to
me that she would die.

Surgery

They told me that she
would be going through
and I kind of
assumed that the operation

surgery

would make things OK.

‘After the surgery which
lasted up to seven hours, a
doctor called me into a room
and told me that in actual
little
chance of surviving and thaﬁ
ec
would be affected and her
hearing and sight because of
the area in which the bullet

fact Nora had very

if she did survive her spe

had hit her.

‘In actual fact, Nora died
at two o’clock the following

day.

concerned people
ise that they are
‘or that they can Kkill.

‘At no time did I realise,
and I think in most cases
where plastic bullets are
on’t real-
eing used

sow v o e s emimy - ——h e e . - 'ty

This is even though two
children and one adult had
St not o Jany Befors Nets,
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Jim McCabe speaking at a vigil, in Andersonstown on the Anniversary of John Downes death.

ct on their
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Behind him, commemoration crosses are held bearing the names of all of those who have been
killed by plastic and rubber bullets in Northern Ireland.

1t still didn’t sink in that a
plastic bullet could kill
anyone.

‘The shock of 1t did not
really come until after the
funeral, Nora was buried

and everything had kind of

'died down and the public

were gone.

‘1 had the private realisa-
tion that I no longer had a
wife, through her being hit
by a plastic bullet.” |

At first Jim went to live
with his mother who took
care of the children.

W e s len e

‘I had very little to do at

that time and so I had an
awful lot of time to think.

Initially about Nora’s
death and then gradually ab-
out the consequences of it in
a personal way.’

Jim decided to give up his
job to look after his children,
who he felt needed him emo-

tionally after the trauma of

losing their mother. -

The children were very
young, Paul was seven, Jim
two and Aine was only a
baby of three months when
their mother was killed.

Jim said, ‘I realised that
for the kids benefit 1 would
have to give up work and
look after them, not in a
material sense because 1
wasn’t experienced as a
mother or at cooking or
cleaning etc., that was all a
complete foreign way of life
to me. ~

‘But more in an emotional
sense the kids needed me
close to them for longer
periods than I could have
given if I was working.”

Several dates were szt and
cancelled before the inquest

e
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The plastlc bullet sounds lneffectlve but when

on Nora’s death took place in

.November 1982.

An eyewitness to the shoot-
ing who was a local resident
testified that she had seen an
RUC landrover, which was
travelling down the Falls
Road, turn partly into Lin-
den Street and stop.

She said she saw what
appeared like a ‘black rub-
ber thing sticking out of the
right hand side of the land-
rover.’ She gave evidence
that she then heard a bang,
saw sparks at the side of the
landrover and saw Mrs.
McCabe, who had stopped
and was standing frightened
against a wall, fall to the

ground

She also said that there -
was no riotous behaviour of
any sort in the area at the
tlme no stone throwing, no

petrol bombs, not even a
crowd gathered

Evidence

In contrast the RUC evi-
dence of the then Chief Su-

rintendent, James Crutch-
ey and numerous ‘about six-

teen’ other RUC officers was

that at no time was a plastic
bullet fired into Linden

Street.

Crutchley stated that at
the time he was in charge of
two landrovers travelling
down the Falls Road and
that he was a front seat pas-
senger in the vehicle in ques-
tion, under oath he claimed
that he had seen ‘two youths
running from the direction of

Clonard Street (which is 20 —

30 yards below Linden
Street) and ordered one plas-
tic bullet to be fired..

. He claimed that he did not
know if anyone was hit but
“What I do know is that no
baton rounds were fired af-
ter we passed Clonard Street
and I am definite that none
were fired either into Linden
Street or at the junction of
Linden Street and the Falls
Road.’ -

RUC evidence also
claimed that there was a riot
going on at the time and that
stones and petrol bombs
were being thrown and that
the RUC officers were in
danger.

Nora’s injuries suggested
that she had been hit at very
close range, an estimated six
feet, much closer than the 20
yards stipulated in the rules
‘governing their use.

When the RUC evidence
had all been given the barris-
ter representing the
‘McCabes sought leave to in-
‘troduce some new evidence.

Unknown at the timeof the
sh ootlnﬁ ‘and
y

accidentally a Canadian-film

crew were videoing the

events in the Falls Road that
morning.
The video clearly shows'

- two: landrovers. driving up
-the-Falls-Road, it-shows the

- seemed very

yurely -

plastic bul

first of the two reach the
junction of Linden Street,
turn slightly into the corner
of Linden Street and then
stop.

Then a puff of smoke

... G

the size 'of lt ‘is known the damage It can do becomes more apparent.

and they had searched for it
and had failed to come up
with a copy
assumed that the Canadians
had either destroyed 1t or
taken it back with them.

T personally will never
give up until I have the
Assistant Chief Constable
i court to grve his
reasons why he ordered

one of his subordinates to
Shoot Nora in the back of
the head’

ars from the right hand
snipe

of the vehicle, the side
facing Linden Street.

In the video, there is no
evidence at all of rioting, no

stones or no petrol bombs.

When this evidence was
introduced into the inquest
the Coroner asked why it had
not been placed in the hands
of the RUC.

Jim said,

placed this evidence in the
hands of the RUC was be-
cause they had concocted
their story and everyone
knew it was a tissue of lies in
order to protect themselves.

‘They had already tried to
make our eyemtness look
like a liar.

Plau5|ble

| ‘I think there were s1xteen
of them, all telling the same
story and it would have
plausible to
anyone who dldn’t know, to
the jury for example.

‘We knew that if they had
seen the video they would, in
some way have made their
story to fit it.

‘ had wondered how the
RUC were going to excuse
the killing of Nora, because
it was obvious she had been
killed by a plastic bullet and

there was an eyewitness who

saw the actual shooting.

‘T had no idea they would
try to deny that they had
done it.

‘Medical evidence states
that Nora’s injuries were

“caused by a plastic bullet,

now civilian people have no
access to llalastlc bullets, or
et guns.

The British army was not:

“in the -area at all at the time.

‘Apparently the RUC knew

- of the: emstenceof the video

‘The obvious
‘reason that we had not

And it is very obvious from

their story that they didn’t

know we had a copy.

‘This is why I found the
Coroner’s suggestion that it
be handed to the RUC rather
abhorrent and backs up my

WAKEFIELD
HM Prison Love Lane, Wake-
field, W Yorks. WF2 9AG

HUGH DOHERTY: Life sent-

ence, 338636.

SEAN KINSELLA: Life sent-

ence, 758661.

CON McFADDEN: 20-year

sentence, 130662.

PAUL NORNEY: Life sent-

ence, 863532.

NATALINO VELLA: 15-year
f sentence, B71644.

ALBANY
HM Prison Albany, Newport,
Isle of Wight, PO30 5RS

VINCE DONNELLY: Life sent-
ence, 274064,
HARRY DUGGAN.:
ence, 338638.
BILLY GRIMES:
SEAN HAYES: 20-year sent-
ence, 341418.

Life sent-

STEPHEN NORDONE: Life

sentence 758663.

GARTREE
HM Prison Gartree, Leices-
ter Rd, Market Harborough,
Leics, 'LE16 7RP

ROBERT CAMPBELL: 10-
ear sentence, B32954.
ONNIE McCARTNEY: Life

sentence, 463799.

JOE OCONNELL Life sent

ence, 338635

of it, so they

------------------

idea that the Coroner is total-
ly sympathetic with mem-
bers of the security forces

and is hostile to people who

bring cases against them.

‘We requested that the
video be placed in the hands
of the Dlrector of Public Pro-
secution.’ |

The mquest was adjourned
to assess the new evidence.

An RUC offieer was put in
charge of the mvestlgatwn

Statement

When the 1nquest was re-
opened twelve months later,
the jury issued a statement
which agreed that the bullet
that killed Nora McCabe had

come from the RUC landrov-

er and said: ‘There 1s no
evidence to suggest that
there was a legitimate target
. to be fired at in the- street.

‘Neither is there evidence
to suggest that the deceased
was other than an innocent
party.’

After the inquest Jim felt

that the coroner should have

recommended that the men
responsible for his wifes
death should face charges,
but no such recommendation
was made.

In fact James Crutchley
who by his own admission

FRANKLAND
HM Prison Finchale Ave,
Brasside. Durham

WILLIAM ARMSTRONG: Life
sentence, 119085

MARTIN BRADY: Life sent-
ence, 119087.

BRENDAN DOWD: Life sent-
ence, 758662.

PAUL HOLMES: Life sent-
ence, 119034.

EDDIE O'NEILL: 20-year sent-
ence, 135722.

LEICESTER
HM Prison Welford Rd,
Leicester, LE2 7AJ

~PAUL KAVANAGH Llfe sent-_ |

ence, 1888. 3
BRIAN ‘KEENAN: 21-year
sentence, B26380."
GERRY McDONNELL: Life

- sentence, B75882.

' PATRICK McGEE: Life sent-
ence, B75881 B ..

HULL
HM Prison Hedon Rd, Hull,
Humberside

ROY WALSH: Llfe sentence
119083 -
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was in charge of the two
landrovers and ordered the
firing of a baton round into
‘Clonard St’, has since been
promoted to Assistance
Chief Constable of the RUC.

Jim said, ‘I hold him (the
Coroner) respons1ble for

those RUC men not being-

brought to court.

‘I hold the Director of Pub-
lic Prosecution responsible

for those people not being

brought to court and I hold
the RUC in general responsi-
ble for their colleagues not
being brought to court and
facing charges in relation to
Nora’s death.

‘This is anothgr aspect of

the plastic bullet issue which
makes it much more dlfﬁcult
for people to live with it.

“We are so helpless in the
situation, the only way open
for me and other people who

have had relatives Kkilled is
to take a private prosecu-

tion, that entails a lot of
expense, which the ordinary

working class person cannot
afford.’

Nevertheless Jim is work-
ing towards such a case, he
has been awarded an ‘undis-
closed” amount of compensa-
tion, so in a way guilt has
already been admitted.

Jim is fully aware of the
difficulties he faces in trying

to get such a high ranking

official of the state brought

REPUBLICAN PRISONERS OF WAR

LONG LARTIN

HM Prison Lon% Lartin,
\"/

South Littleton,
Worcs, WR11 5TZ

esham,

LIAM BAKER: 20-year sent-
ence, 464984. .
JAMES BENNETT: 20-year
sentence, 464989.

EDDIE BUTLER: Life sent-
ence, 338637.

ROBERT CUNNINGHAM: 20-
year sentence, 131877. .
GERRY CUNNINGHAM: 20-
year sentence, 132016.
JOHN McCOMB: 17-year
sentence, B51715.

ANDY MULRYAN: 20-year"'
sentence, 461576.

PATRICK MULRYAN: 20-year
sentence, 461575.

- PARKHURST

879225.
PATRICK HACKETT: 20-year
sentence, 342603. -

TOMMY QUIGLEY: Life sent- .

ence 69204.
PETER SHERRY:-

~ ence, B75880.

Announcement for WRP members'
WRP Irish Commission

 WEEKEND SCHOOL

| Saturday-Sun.day September 27th-28th -
College of Marxist Education, Derbyshire

DISCUSSIONS ON:

IRISH SOLIDARITY WORK
THE IRISH WORKING CLASS AND THE NATIONAL STRUGGLE
PROSPECTS FOR TROTSKYISM IN IRELAND TODAY

Cost £12 plus fares from areas. Please make
bookings with WRP Irish Commission, 21b Old
Town, London SW4 OJT. -

Crawley Branch WRP

Day School
Political Economy — Geoff P|I||ng
Sunday, October 5

10.30am-4.30pm
Ifield Community Centre
Ifield Drive, Crawley
' Entrance £1, Creche and refreshments avallable

 BILLY PO

Life ‘sent- . They are all servin
l-'"fe st - the case of Carole

5 mdeﬁmte detentlon

to justice, he said: ‘It is very
difficult to envisage or im-
agine a judge finding a case
against him. - .

It is also very dlfﬁcult if
the D.P.P.

had brought a case against
him to imagine a public pro-
secutor cross examining an
Assistant Chief Constable In

the way that he would ex-

amine a working class per-
son who is accused of mem-
bership of an illegal group-
ing or party, so the entangle-

ment of the fight for justice .
is much more difficult here
in Northern Ireland than it

would be in England.

Prosecution

‘As far as the RUC is con-
cerned Nora’s case is closed
But I’am still working on a
private prosecution and 1
personally will never give up
until I have the Assistant
Chief Constable in court to

give his reasons as to why he

ordered one of his subordin-
‘ates to shoot Nora in the

back of the head.

‘'m going to contmlue
fighting, I’ve got nothing to
lose, I never had anything.

What I have to gain, is not

a vindictive procedure, I

~ want it to be seen that plastic

bullets have been used to kill
Innocent people ’

DURHAM |
HM Prison Durham,. Oid
Elvert Street, Durham
MARTINA ANDERSON Life
sentence, D25134.
ELLA ODWYER Life sent-
ence, D25135.

INNOCENT MEN Auo
WOMEN FRAMED BY THE
BRITISH POLICE:

CAROLE RICHARDSON:
290719, HM Prison Styal :
Wwilmslow, Cheshire - .
PATRICK ARMSTRONG: HM
Prison Gartree.

PAUL HILL: 462778. HM Pris-
on Wormwood Scrubs.

- GERARD CONLON: 462779,

HM Prison Long: Lartin.
JUDITH WARD, HM Prison
Durham.

HUGH CALLAGHAN 509499,
_HM Prison Gartree.

HM Prison Parkhurst, New- - JOHN WALKER, 509494, HM

_port, Isle of Wight, PO30 5NX '

‘Lartin.
ER, 509498, HM
Prison Wormwood Scrubs.

Prison, Lon

B © ' -GERARD HUNTER, 509495,
NOEL GIBSON: Life sentence -

HM Prison Frankland. .
'RICHARD McILKENNY,

509498, HM Prison Worm-
" wood Scrubs

PADDY HILL, 509496 HM"

Prison Gartree.
life and in

|chardson |

The information on this list is supplied.and updated by An Cumann Cabhrach, Briish section, for which we: thank them. . .« . -
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- An aggregate
of the
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Committee of the Fourth International (ICFl) in a statement made on June 1
and published on June 17 in the twice-weekly north American ‘Bulletin’. This
report from that meeting is translated from Prensa Obrera issue no. 235. The
Communist League (Peru) is in broad political solidarity with the WRP in

Britain and the Communist League of Australia.

Workers Press is pleased to have this opp
concerning the political stance of the CL.

ortunity to set the record straight

The aggregate had assembled the majority of the Lima

militants of the Communist Lea

number of provincial delegates.

It first paid homage to the political prisoners
massacred in penal institutions who, despite
strategic and tactical differences, were consi-
dered martyrs in the common struggle for the

social revolution.

The ICFI statement was entitled ‘The Communist
Lesgue of Peru breaks with Trotskyism’ and is filled
with lies, half-truths torn out of histprical context and

quotations arbitrarily cut out of the journal ‘Com-

unismo’. |

These were used in the
crudest way to attempt to
show the leadership of the
Communist League as a.
‘Nationalist, petty bourgeois

right-wing camarillo’ which

has ‘used the crisis in the IC’
to repudiate ‘all the found-
ations. . . of the Trotskyist
movement’ and to adopt in-
stead °‘neo-Stalinist, pro-

Maoist, petty bourgeois

nationalist perspectives’.

'Real differences

THE MILITANTS at the
meeting repudiated these

slanders and denounced
‘them as part of the man-

geuvres at international
level that the ICFI lead-
ership is carrying out to hide
its real differences with the
Communist League and to
resolve them in the most
bureauecratic way. |

" These differences b'egah to

widen at the beginning of the

o year and concerned how to
- confront the crisis of the
'ICFI which had exploded in

October 1985 with the expul-
sion of G. Healy, in practice
the principal leader of the

ICFI and its British section,

the WRP.

Healy was expelled for us-
ing his political authority to
gratify his personal needs
and for refusing to submit to
a control commission inves-
tigation, opting instead for a
series of manoeuvres
against the ICFI and the
WRP. -

The majority of members
of the WRP and sections of
the ICF1, ineluding the Com-
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ALEX MITCHELL and VANESSA REDGRAVE while guests of an Arab bou
a little askance at a life style revea
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munist League, supported
sanctions against Healy who
had only the backing of a
small number of WRP mem-

‘bers and the Greek and

Spanish section. .
Later, an ICFI control

commission discovered that
Healy and three WRP mili-

tants who had fled with him
had established mercenary

relations with beurgeois

Arab governments in the’
process of a revision of the
theory of permanant revolu-
tion. e '

_ ICFI Delegates decided to

‘sugpend - the WRP, arguing
“that this was the enly way ‘to. -
| de%(‘end' the -integrity of the
ICFI’. . T S

The meeting of the Central

Committe of the Communist
League on January 26 also

unanimously condemned the

WRP’s mercenary relations

with the Arab bourgeoisie
but, unlike the ICFI dele-

‘Banda, formerly

and members — the very
ones who had participated in
the struggle against Healy.

False Premises

THIRDLY, and most impor-
tant, the argument that the
suspension of the WRP was

necessary to ‘defend the in-.

tegrity of the ICFI’ showed
that the suspension was
based on the false premise
that the only problem was
that of mercenary relations
with the Arab bourgeoisie
and the consequent revision
of the theory of permanant
revolution.

It was argued that this
problem had only been man-
ifest inside the WRP while
the rest of the ICFI had fol-

lowed a principled path.

On the contrary, under

Healy’s direction the WRP
- had always exerted a total -

domination over the whole of
the ICFI, clearly shown by
the fact that, in one form or
another, every section had

. revised the theory of perma-

nent revolution in relation to

-bourgeois Arab ﬁovern-
- ments like Iraq, Li

ya and
Iran. | S
Some leaders, like Mike

general
secretary of the WRP, and

David North, general secret-

- ary of the Workers League,

gates, the majority were
opposed to ‘suspending the

"WRP. |
In the first place this was

because the decision had

¢cised

been taken without any re-

gard for the most
elementary norms of proce-
dure and in violation of the
statutes of the Fourth Inter-
national. | - - |

Secondly, because those
directly implicated in
mercenary relations had
already been expelled from

the WRP and the ICFI

together with Healy and be-
cause the suspension meant

‘sanctioning the immense
majority of WRP leaders

.......

{which, due to reactionary

north American legislation,

could only  enjoy a rela-

gue together with a
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Gommunist League of Peru
rejects International Committee slanders

AN AGGREGATE meeting of the Communist League (Peru) on Saturday June
28 unanimously rejected slanders hurled at it by the so-called International
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DAVID NORTH — of the north American Workers League — denies .any responsibility for the

degeneration of the ICFI, a body which

overbearing and bureaucra-
tic regime had created the
conditions for revealing that
the political trajectory of the
WRP and the whole of the
ICFI had been criss-crossed
with errors as serious as the

movement’s subordination

to the Arab bourgeoisie.

Manifesting an adaptation

to the British imperialist

state, the WRP had original-

- 1y taken a neutral position in

ish imperjalism in the north

tionship of political solidar-

- ity with the ICFI), had criti-
some of the forms

taken by the revision of
]L:heory- of permanent revolu:
on. «

However, they had always
done this without making
these criticisms available to
the international mem-

- bership and had always in

0. -

the end abandoned their cri-
ticisms when confronted

with Healy’s bureaucratic

threats.

The most important thing,
however, was that Healy’'s
expulsion and the end of his

...

......

the Malvinas war and had

‘abandonded any serious

work for participating in the
struggle to overthrow Brit-

of Ireland.

As had been demonstrated
at the 10th Conference, with
North’s acceptance, the
Workers League had also
adapted to the American im-
perialist state in adopting a
pacifist position in relation
to Yankee imperialism’s in-
vasion of Grenada.

The Communist League

had itself initially taken a

cowardly position in relation

to Sendero Luminoso, refus-

ing to see it as a legitimate

- expression of the radicalisa-

tilon of sections of the
peasantry and refusing also

RS W T e
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rgeoi g.v'ver“nmet. Trotskyists th world over m
led in this photograph found in the WRP archives after the split
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ight look

his party supports

to start from the need to
defend it against the com-
mon capitalist enemy.

It realised that only on this
basis could a clear break be
made with its incorrect posi-
tions. y ‘

Security and the

Fourth .
International

THE UNMASKING. of Hea-

ly’s personal degeneration
and of his overbearing and
bureaucratic method had
also raised doubts about the
veracity of the campaign for

Security -and the Fourth In-

ternational in whieh Joseph
Hansen of the north Amer-
ican SWP was accused of
being a. GPU/CIA doubl
agent. -

It was said that any Trots-

kyist organisation -that re-.

Jected this charge had pas-
sed over to the trench of the
class enemy. .

Doubts had begun to sur-
face when the Trotsky arc-
hives were opened in 1980
and a letter from Hansen to
Trotsky was unearthed
which confirmed Hansen’s
assertion that he had had
contacts with the GPU in the

course of a security assign-

ment approved by Trotsky
himself — which refuted a
central plank in the campaign
for Security and the Fourth
International.

The ICFI’s reaction to the
discovery of the letter was
forced and contradictory
but, in spite of this, the sec-
tions of the ICFI all pressed
on with the campaign which
had started in 1975 and then
developed always under the

personal direction of Healy
and North.

The ICFT as a whole used
the campaign for Security
and the Fourth International

to demonstrate enthusiasti-

cally that it was the sole

continuator of Trotskyism

and the sole nucleus of the
world party of socialist re-
volution — its-complete and
total incarnation, in fact.

All these considerations
led the Communist League
to establish that it was not
only necessary to investigate
and evaluate the trajectory
of the WRP, but of the ICFI
and 1ts national sections in
relation to their capacity to
complete the task of building

the Fourth International as a
world-wide alternative re-
volutionary leadership.

The theoretical, political
and organisational problems
revealed by Healy’s expul-
sion showed that the trajec-
tory of the ICFI was no diffe-
rent in all essentials to the
path of other international .
groups that claimed to be
Trotskyist.

Instead of fulfilling the
tasks laid down by Trotsky
in the struggle against Sta-
linism and the building of a
Fourth International, they
had constituted themselves

- as sects which, in the major-

ity of cases, merelf\lr contem-
plated and, in the -worse
cases, turned their backs on
revolutionary processes un-
fold‘ilng at the international
evel.

As a result they were un-
able to develop Trotskyism
and in practice fell victims
to the pressure 'of the
bourgeoisie and of im-

perialism.

Historically and objective-
ly speaking, this entire
trajectory was hidden be-
hind a formal adherence to
Trotskyist principles.

Each crisis was answered
with a new, equally formal,
reaffirmation of these same
principles, without learning
anything about the objective
changes or the problems that
had given rise to the crisis in
the first place.

Objective
evaluation

IT WAS for this reason that,
faced with a crisis of the
ICFI, the Communist
League stressed that it was
not a question once again of
reatfirming Trotsky’s prin-
ciples, but rather of develop-
Ing them.

This required the drawing
of all the lessons from the
objective changes and the
revolutionary processes that
have taken place since
Trotsky’s death and of mak-

Ing an objective evaluation

of the reasons why interna-
tional groups calling them-
selves Trotskyist had not
managed to constitute them-
selves into an alternative re-
volutionary leadership but
had rather embarked on a
process of decomposition.

None of this signified
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abandoning Trotsky’s strug-
gle against Stalinism to
establish the continuity of
Marxism-Leninism, just as
for Lenin and Trotsky the
struggle against the bank-

ruptey of the Second Interna-

tional had never implied an
abandonment of Marxism
but rather its very develop-
ment.

The decision to suspend
the WRP to sanctify the
ICF1, and in so doing impli-
citly to deny all evaluation of
its hlstory and the history of
Fourth International, ob-
structs the struggle for the
development of Trotskyism.

It was for this reason that

‘=-the Communist League

opposed sanctions.
Despite . this, our Central

| Committee meeting of Janu--
ary 26, 1986 resolved to re-

spect the new- leadership of
the ICFI imposed following
the WRP’s suspension, to
work faithfully within its
ranks to reverse the trend to
resolve the crisis by admi-

nistrative means and to try -

to promote honest discussion

on- the history of the Trots- -

kyist movement.

- -But subsequent events
- showed that the ICFI'was not

disposed to accept in its
ranks any.objective discus-
sion on the trajectory of the
IC because it did not wish to
confront its own political re-

sponsibilities in this process-

of decomposition.

It preferred to hide them, .

sheltering behind the in-
dubitable primary responsi-
bility of the WRP, and to
employ all possrble kinds of
manoeuvre.

Thus it became known that
leaders of the Australian
section had also established
mercenary relations with
the Arab bourgeoisie but
that this had been conscious-

ly hidden by ICFI delegate

Nick Beams and by David
North at the meeting at
which the WRP was sus-

pended for the same offence.

North began publishing a
series of articles with which
he purported to defend the
veracity of the campaign for
Security and the Fourth In-
ternational in which he
merely demonstrated total
political dishonesty and a

total absence of revolution-
ary honesty.

SR
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He continued to attack
Joseph Hansen as a GPU/
CIA agent without deigning
to mention the discovery of
the relevant letter i1n the
Trotsky archive and without
attempting even a minimal
analysis of the use and de-
velopment of this campaign
in relatlon to Healy’s degen-

eration and the decomposi-

tion of the ICFI.

At the same time he kept a
total silence regarding the
renegade Healyites’ inten-
tions of using the bourgeois
courts to destroy the WRP.

This clearly revealed that
his factional manoeuvres

‘were designed to obscure his

political responsibilites.

This was rated as more
important than a principled
position, not only in relation
to history but also in relation
to a left-win
under attack
ist state.

Factional
Manoeuvres

ALL NORTH’S factional
manoeuvres were accentu-

ated in Peru, when the Cen-

“tral Committee meeting of

the Communist League of

- March 26, 1986 received the
first documents from its

members on the history of
the Trotskyist movement
and unanimously endorsed a

~resolution that the articie

‘Twenty Seven Reasons Why

We Should Bury The ICFI

and Build The Fourth Inter-
national’ by Mike Banda was
a legitimate discussion docu-
ment.

It reaffirmed the need to
place in the forefront an his-

torical evaluation of the

Fourth International and a
development of perspectives
for the building of revolu-
tionary parties of the work-
ing class.

It rejected the threats and
the ultimatist and
bureaucratic supression of
internal political discussion
by the north American
Workers League.

The documents and the re-
solution of the Central Com-
mittee, which were initially
considered for internal cir-
culation only, reached North
via two of his envoys both of
whom had participated free-
lv in the aggregate meeting

ANNOUNCING.
Socialist Press
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organisation
y the capital-

............

and one of whom had
attended the Central Com-
mittee meeting itself.

North’s reaction was clear
but repugnant.

Through the leaders of the

ICFI, he explicitly rejected

the legltlma cy of any critical

evaluation of the trajectory

of the ICFI with the argu-
ment ‘For or against the
ICFT'.

He held that the defence of
the prestige of the ICFI was
more important than any
discussion required to draw

out the lessons of its own

history.

He justified every conceiv-
able manoeuvre to hamper
evaluation and discussion in-
side the Communist League.

In fact, parallel with this,
he used inexperienced mem-
bers of the ICFI to mount a

factional campaign within
the Communist League,
‘based on totally subjectlve

and liquidationist methods.

- The campaign collapsed
but in
point of rupture between the
new leadership of the ICFI

and the Communist League
which, at that point, made.
pubhc its documents and re-

solutions with the reappear-
ance of the Journal Comun-
1Ismo.

This met W1th a ositive
response in sections that had
once belonged to the Interna-

tional Committee and other
- tendencies inside the Trots-

kyist movement.

This is why the aggregate
meeting of June 28, 1986 con-
siderd that the ICFI’'s dec-
laration of June 1 merely
formalised a split that had
already occurred and de-

monstrated again the cor-

rectness of the position tak-

en by the Communist
League when faced with the

crisis of the ICFI.

Those who refuse to de-
velop the evaluation and the
discussion necessary to

learn the lessons of the his-

tory of the ICFI and the
Fourth International in
order to overcome 1ts crisis
— whether because they

wish to hide their political |

responsibilities, as in the
case of Beams and North or
because they persist in con-

ractice it marked a

HEALY — whose bureaucratic
methods always cowed lead-
ers of the ICFI when they
criticised his rampant aban-
donment of Permanent Re-
volution — seen speaking on
a platform in Iraq beneath a
picture of Saddam Hussein.

Here, ‘A’ is definitely ‘A’ and

the evidence irrefutable

sidering an organisation like
the ICFI as a thing-in-itself
which has to be preserved at
all costs, rather than a tool
for revolution, — can only
expect to keep reproducing
the worst features of the de-
generation of Healy and the
decomposition of the IC.

This is demonstrated not
only by the ultimatist,
bureaucratlc and factional
manoeuvres hysterically

displayed by North in thlS‘

recent period but also by the

total theoretical and political

bankruptcy shown by all the
leaders of the ICFI in their
statement of June 1.

This shows absolutely no
interest in answering politi-
cally the position established
in the Journal Comunismo:

“instead, a string of slanders
~ based on lies, half-truths and

chopped quotatlons |
None of them can over-

“come the problems of the

past nor can they learn any-

- thing from the crisis in the

ICFI,

The prognosis, for the best
of them, is to be condemned
to exist as part of yet another
international sect outside of
and in opposition to the
struggle to build the Fourth
International as the world
party of socialist revolution.

Theoretical
Development

ON THE other hand, the
Communist League’s de01-
sion to face up to the crisis in
the ICFI by conciously
breaking with the methods
and the practice of the past
period and to make an objec-
tive evaluataion of the hls~
tory of the ICFI and the
whole of the Trotskyist
movement, has allowed it to
make a theoretical and poli-
tical development through
the Journal Comunismo.

This is only a beginning

WORKERS REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
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but nevertheless contains

important lessons on the
basis of which the Commun-
ist League is trying to par-

ticipate actively in the strug-

gle to build the Fourth Inter-
national and a revolutionary

party of the working class.
- In a fundamental way, this

has enabled it to discover

Trotskyist forces inside and
outside the ICFI which are

also committed to the fight
and are prepared to join-

forces to advance it.

Such is. the case with the

]

COver of the Peruvian Trotskyist journal ‘Comum'smo’

‘Socialist Workers Party of .
- Peru. and, at international
level, the 'British WRP and

the Australian Communist
League (which also belonged

to the IC), and the Interna-

tional Workers League.

@® The aggregate meeting of

the Communist League of
June 28, 1986 ended by unani-
mously approving the joint
activities carried out to date
with the above mentioned
organisations and a commit-

- ment to establish a firm base

for their future develop-
ment.
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DATELIINE

NABLUS — ‘Troops placed roadblocks around an-Najah
University in Nablus, forbidding students to enter, after the
pro-Arafat Palestinian Student Youth Movement won victory in

student council elections.” (January 1986)

‘Wael Hasan Jadeh, aged 14, of Nablus, was sentenced to seven years
jail plus five suspended, for a security offence. (February 1986).

‘Huge crowds turned
the funeral into a demon-
stration of anger. Car-
rying portraits: of mur-
dered mayor al Masri
and Yasser Arafat, they
marched through Nablus
for two hours, chanting
“No Hussein! No Assad!
No
the PLO!”’.” (March 1976)

‘The military court in Nab-
lus confirmed a six-month
detention order on an-Najah
student council chair Khalil
Ashour.’(April 1986)

‘Seven people were wound-

ed when troops opened fire
at demonstrators in Nablus
- who had been protesting a
provocative parade by
Israeli settlers. (May 1986)

‘Anticipating demonstra-
tions on the anniversary of
the June 1967 war, army un-
1ts sealed off Nablus and put
a large part of the city under
curfew for two days.” (June
5, 1986)

‘Israell troops stormed
into the trade union federa-
tion’s Nablus headquarters,
and arrested union officials.
(June 27,1986).

Situated between two
mountains, Gerizim and Eib-
al, and with new houses
spreading up the hillsides,
Nablus is a busy commercial
and manufacturing city,
where the main route from
Jerusalem northwards to
(Galilee crosses another from
the coast to the Jordan
valley.

As Sichem, it was known to
Abraham and to the Phar-
aohs of Egypt — the 14th.
century BC Tell el-Amarna
letters accused the king of
Sichem of assisting Semitic
infiltrators. Later it was
capital of Samaria. There is
still a Samaritan community
in the area.

The Romans razed old

Sichem to the ground during .

the ‘Jewish Wars’, and a new
town on the present site was
called Flavia Neapolis —
hence Arabized as Nablus.
Destroyed by the Crusaders,
1t was rebuﬂt agaln

..............

.................
......................

....................
BN MO

‘““autonomy’’! Only

From a Roman

amphitheatre being exca-

vated to the south-east, a
walk through the busy mar-
ket brings you upon a late
19th. century Ottoman clock-
tower, across the street from
a familiar red post-box com-
plete with George VI mono-
gram.

Another legacy of the Brit-
1Ish mandate is the big forti-
fied police headquarters on
the Jerusalem road, now
used by the Israelis. Like-
wise the prison. The Israeli
tanks and armoured troop
carriers came round in a
flanking movement in June
1967, entering the c1ty from

‘the east.

Already in the last century

‘Nablus was a centre of

emerging Palestinian Arab

‘nationalism, challenging the
Ottoman empire and other
foreign rulers. As the selec-
tion of news items above in-
dicates, Nablus is today a
centre of Palestiman resist-

ance to Zionist rule.

‘Perhaps the best-known of
its citizens, and & man who
would surely be prominent
politically in a Palestinian
state, is former Mayor Bas-
sam al Shaka.

Victim

Since belng vicetim of a
Zionist bombing in which he
lost both legs, Bassam al
Shaka has spoken in Britain
and elsewhere for his peo-
ple’s cause. Besides depos-
ing him as mayor, the Israeli
occupiers have for some
years subjected him to va-
rious forms of harassment,
including stopping him from
receiving visitors — whether
local people or from abroad
— for long periods.

I arrived in Nablus in July
with a tour-party organised
by Jerusalem and Peace
Services. (A new specialist
tour firm. See listings.) Our
guides were not sure

whether we’d be able to see
Bassam or be stopped by__

the Israeli guards. Fortu-

nately we were able to call at -

his home, where he gave his
views and answered our
questions. -

6 The Palestinian problem
began through the strategic
relationship between im-
perialism and the Zionist
movement which began out-
side Palestine 1n 1917, and

- through imperialism’s plans

against our land and people.

They wanted to control the
area, and guarantee their in-
terests. They put the Zionists
in front to be a guard against
any movement for national
liberation in:the area..

The Zionist movement
considered Palestine be-

‘longed to them. They did not

recognise others’ rights, or
the facts of the area. Now
they occupy all. Palestine,
and they are still in south
Lebanon.

In the Zionist ideology they
did not consider the rights of
the people in the country.
They treat the land as be-
longing to them, and all their
activities are directed
against our people.

They have set up mllltary
orders controlling every
aspect of daily life. They
want to change the functlon
of all our institutions, like
the municipalities, the uni-
versities, even the children’ S
schools.

They control our economic

activity, our agriculture, our
trading and industries, and
they aim to build their de
facto rule against our in-
terests.

They use deportations. In
1967 the Labour government
tried to deport tens of
thousands of our people. But
the people stayed, and there
was International pressure.
At that time they completely
destroyed three villages.

From that time to today
they have deported many of
our political leaders. They
continually make problems
for our people, and there is
always oppression whether

directly by the ‘Iron Hand’,

.....................

.........................

‘E very' Palestlnian hkes to study, every family wants thelr chﬂd to have a chance.’ At an-Na;ah

o University, Nablus, young Palestinians express both individual and national asplratlons
Students here firmly support the national struggle |
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or indirectly by the problems

they create by military
orders and control of our
daily life. |

We have no national au-
thority to look after our life,
our work, our security.

Nablus suffers very much,
like any city. We have had

‘many of our leaders de-

ported, many houses des-
troyed.

Since 1967, I am the third
elected mayor. Both those
before me resigned because
of the problems made for
them, because they could not
serve the city, could not do
their duties freely and well.

As for me, after I was
elected in 1976 they tried to
stop us from serving the city

by military orders. All _the.
military orders are against

local interests, against
national mterests against
international law. ~

Build

If we try to carry out any
simple duty, like if we want
to build schools we face
problems. If we want to de-
velop our electricity or wa-

~ ter supplies — everything we

try to do — they make prob-
lems.

We face pressure to take,

-as they call it, ‘security’ re-

sponsibility. When the peo-
ple protested against taxes,

‘they wanted the council to

take responsibility for stop-

ping- the demonstrations.

Likewise they wanted us to
strikes and they
threatened the mayors, they
tried to threaten me, to help
the Israeli aggression
against our people .

~ - The clash began to get har-
~der and harder between us.
The Minister of Defence

threatened me in his office.

He said ‘Look Bassam, you
will face physical punish-
ment if you continue your

political activity.’

I asked: ‘What do you
mean, ‘‘political activity’’?
We are only defending our
rights.” He said: "You have
been on the demonstration at
Elon Moreh.’

They tried to establish a
settlement at Elon Moreh,
‘the Gush Emunim. All the
citizens of Nablus went on

the demonstration. It was-

Deposed Nablus mayor Bassam al Shaka with his w:fe

peaceful. But they fired on
the demonstration.

- We had tried to keep the
demonstration peaceful, and
Ezer Weizmann said to me:
‘You face physical punish-
ment if you do that again.’

They arrested me. I was in
Ramleh jail. There was a big

-struggle from our people,

and we succeeded in regain-
ing our freedom. We were
able to return to our respon-
sibilities and our families.

Then they tried telling lies:

about me. They tried to say I
encouraged attacks on Jew-
ish children. I didn’t say any-
thing like that. When they
were obliged to publish the

verbatim account of our

meeting, everyone c~uld see
they had lied. They were in

| dlfflculty, and had to let me

alone.

After that they deported
Fayed Kawasmeh and
Mohammed Milhem. After
two months they tried to kill
me and Karim Khalif and
Ibrahim Tawil. The murder

The ‘Iron Hand’ of suppression
INTERVIEW WITH BASSAM AL SHAK

it must be that
he’s an employee.

Now they close the ‘Iron
Hand’, and they want to con-

trol all the orgamsatlons of
Nablus.

We have a population of

local laws,

about 105,000 people. The
city is famous for the Nablu-
sian soap factories. We have
many S$soap factories from
olive oil. It’s a traditional
industry using old methods.
We have other small indus-
tries. Some closed through
the bad situation. We have a
modern flour mill, but it
couldn’t compete with the
Israeli mills. We have a mar-
garine factory which sells to
the market in Jordan. We
have sesame and olive oil
factories, and quarries ex-
porting building stone.

We have here the biggest

Palestinian university, and

we have many schools. All
Palestinians love to study,
and we need it, because ev-
ery family wants their chil-
dren to have a chance.

“Those who are interested in
keeping unemployment in Britain
will never be able to understand

the Palestimian people.’

attempt was a step in line
with their policy to go for the
mayor, it’s a strategy for the
Israeli occupiers.

In 1982 they tried to change
from military to a supposed-
ly civil authority. We refused
to collaborate, because it’s

an attempt to legahse the -

occupatlon
They dismissed me, they

- dismissed Rashid Shawa. too,
- whom-they had considered a
moderate. They dlsmlssed. |
more than half the mumclpa-

lities.

After that they app01nted"
Israeli mayors in some

places. Now they appoint
commlttees for mummpah-
ties as a ‘special authonty’.
That's what they called it in
the order.

They give power to some-
one to responsible for
Nablus municipality through
security laws. When we
know security laws cancel

You have heard about Law
854, which the universities
refuse. The children’s
schools have difficulty. Ev-
ery school has to renew its
licence every year. They
wanted the university to do
this, they refused. But for
children’s schools it is not so
easy.

They began to try and set-
tle around here. We have
now a settlement on:top of
Mount Gerizim and a milit-
ary camp on Eibel, with a
settlement beside it. We
have Elon Moreh in the east,
and there are’ other settle-

ments. .

They have started tos eak
about setthng inside Nablus.
There’s a holy place called
Joseph’s grave which Mos-
lems took care of. Now they
are saying its a Jewish site
and established a Jewish in-
stitute inside.

The settlers beheve they "




ALESTINE

In 1980, attempts were made on
the lives of three Arab mayors in
the occupied territories, Bassam
al Shaka of Nablus, Karim Khal-
laf of Ramallah, and Ibrahim
Tawil of El Bireh.

Bassam al-Shaka, mayor of
Nablus, survived the bomb
planted in his car, but lost both
legs in the explosion.

In March-April 1982, while
media attention was focussed
on the lIsrael withdrawal from
Sinai, the lIsraeli ruler of the
West Bank, Colonel Milson,
ordered the dismissal of the
three mayors. lsraeli armoured
cars prowled the streets of Nab-
lus, where Mayor al Shaka had
been taken at dawn to military

THE BOMBING AND AFTER

headquarters and told of his
dismissal.

The military said he had failed
to co-operate with Israeli admi-
nistration, and ‘incited’ the peo-
ple to ‘revolt’

Distorting Bassam al Shaka's
response to questions from the
military, the Zionist state’s prop-
aganda slanderously presented
him as supporting attacks on
civilians — thus setting him up
as a target for the Zionist terror
gangs.

The car bombing followed.

The chief suspect in the car
bombing, one Ira Rappaport, is
now reported to be living in New
York, and active in right-wing
Zionist groups. There’s no need

for him to hide himseif.

The Israeli Justice Ministry
says it is not considering any
exiradition request, and we may
guess that Reagan’'s ‘war on
terrorism’ won't extend to yet
another of the terrorists har-
boured in the United States.

As for Bassam al Shaka,
since his dismissal the injured
mayor has remained a target for
harassment, being subject to
long periods of house arrest,

frequently denied visits.

Evidently, just as Nablus has
a long tradition as a centre of
Palestinian struggle, so its for-
mer mayor is still regarded as a
dangerous symbol of Palesti-
nian militancy.

T

must settle the whole area.
Israeli newspapers speak
about settling inside Nablus
like Hebron. The settlers
have bought houses, secret-
ly, and by tricks.

Our people oppose them,
because they are occupiers,
and they cannot change the
geography of the occupied
territories.

Maybe you have heard
propaganda that today it’s a
different Rolicy, that Peres
is better than Shamir? I can
tell you it’s worse than ever,
the ‘Iron Hand’ is worse than
before. They have arrested
more people, they are des-
‘troying more houses, they
deport citizens. ‘

- Today’s settlements are
double what they were in
Shamir’s time.

Aggression

- Peres speaks more about
peace, but starts more
aggression in our land. They
still take land, they still de-
velop settlements and the
‘Iron Hand’ is worse than
ever.

This game of negotiation,
this game which the Labour
Party under Peres’ lead-
ershlp plays has begun to be
very clear.

He spoke about negotra—
tions with Jordan. When
there was agreement be-

tween Arafat and Jordan, he

said: ‘No negotiations with
Palestinians who are sup-
ported by the PLO.

When the struggle began
between King Hussein and
Yasser Arafat, he began to
say he wanted to negotiate
with Jordan, and with people
from the occupled territories
who are not of the PLO. Then
King Hussein said he was
ready to negotiate w1th
Israel.

It’s very clear for us, the

Palestinians. We hope 1t will -
be clear for mternatlonal )

opinion.

Peres speaks about nego-
tiations, but he doesn’t speak
about withdrawing. He
doesn’t speak about stopping

the settlements. As for Jeru--

salem, he doesn’t say any-
thing.

Always he makes big prop-
aganda about ‘peace’,
without facts, he says ‘with-
out conditions’.

Now they have begun to
speak about ‘improving the

quality of life’, and who can

believe there is a better life
without freedom? We are
under occupation. We are
not animals. We are human.
We have rights, and we look
for our freedom.

Their ideology does not

allow for that. Anyone who

speaks about peace must

recognise this.

I am not against the rights |

of Jewish people in our land.

We lived together before, we

can do again. Zionism did
not begin here, it began out-
side. They never recognised
our rights.

I look for the liberation of
our land not for ourselves
only. If we get our freedom,
we are not aggressive. We
look through our humanity,
't;hrough our 1nternat10nal fu-

ure

The British government

after Mrs Thatcher’s visit is
very active, but not with the

national groups. It is active

~to help the strategy of Zion-

ism, the strategy of the
Americans. The British gov-
er{lment has no mdependent
role.

~ We must be more active to
change policy in Europe.
Their policy today is de-
laying our liberation. They
sald Arafat was a ‘moder-
ate’, thinking they could use
him against the other
Palestinians. If Arafat is a
moderate why don’t you rec-

-ognise him? It’s very dirty

polities.

‘Thatcher met Mohammed

Milhem before, I know that.
In America they met
Mohammed Milhem official-

1y. But they wanted to use
them (the Palestinian delega-
‘tion that was due to meet the
‘British

government — CP)

 for the security of Israel,
they werent serious for
peace.

Because they have aggres-
sive alms against us too,

but

Thatcher and Reagan.

I met the last British con-
sul. He tried to discuss W1th

“me about negotiations. |
If anyone has hope for

peace in the future, he must
consider that in da11y policy.
They contain our life from
Israell interests, economi-
cally, socially, in every way.

You can see today the

-main road from Jerusalem

goes to Elon Moreh and the

: ‘settlements, the Nablus road
~has become a branch road. If

any father wants to visit a

| daughter in another village

he has to go a roundabout
way.

The new roads help their
military aims . They stop
development of Palestlman
cities or villages, and pre-
pare for settlements. You
can see this, it 1s very clear.

They start from the view
that this land belongs to
them, and them alone. They
didn’t hide this, from the
beginning — they said they
‘liberated the land’, they
didn’t say they occupied.

For myself, I am sure they
speak about peace prospects
w1thout any I1ntention of
making peace. They want to
create more and more

‘facts’,
and say this i1s ‘Israel’.

“‘Autonomy,’ they say, ‘it’s
It’s for their
1deology, because they want
to keep a ‘pure’ Jewish state.
They want the land, they

not for us.’

then annex by law,

1 have to be objective...’

sald he must come out if he

didn’t they would brmg him

out by force. He was kept 15
minutes with them before he
got permission to come in.

I protested over this treat-
ment, but the British consul
did not protest

When Carrington came to

Tel Aviv, one of his assis-

tants wanted to visit me, but
the Israelis refused permls-
s1on.

The second consul came
with a letter, and the soldiers
stopped him. I asked if we
could let him have a chair, to
sit and speak with me over
the garden wall, but they did

1 believe that the Palestmzan
cause is connected with the
st'ruggles of people in Britain. It
1S all connected

didn’t want the people.
‘Autonomy’ through military
orders, through occupation?
‘Autonomy
ty of the people, and to cut
the link between the people
and their land.

Of course we Palestinians
do not have democratic

- channels, under occupation,

to struggle. Any simple way
to defend our rights, we ha-
ven’t. They even stop the
courts from helping us de-
fend our rights, our land. If
they want to take land, the
Israelis have put military
authority before the courts.
It means you cannot take
anything to court.

After the murder attempt,
for four years I lived under

- harassment. There was a

military guard on my house
all the time. They interro-

- gated any visitors, often for-

bade visitors. Some visitors
came into my house and we
had to wash the blood off
their face, because the sol-
diers had beaten them.

When the British consul

came, the guards had gone

for 01garettes or something.

Then they came and spoke to

the driver, told him to fetch

him out. The consul said he

' “would send his ID out. They = mistic. They cannot con-

to break the uni-

not let him take the chair.
They made him stand by

their car.

They have kept local peo-
ple away also. And when I
left the house they followed
me everywhere. When peo-
ple stopped to speak to me
they beat them. I’'m not sure
now whether I'm allowed to
move or not. They say I'm
under house arrest, without

‘official word on this.

We kee our determina-
tion for our rights. We main-
tain our struggle. When they

continue to settle they create

a big obstacle for any hope to

the Palestinians. They will

oblige King Hussein to be

peace. - It means the Zionist
movement will not only hit

ashamed to talk about peace

if they continue..

They went into Lebanon
Today the Lebanese fight
against Israel more than
ever.
movement is turnin
itself. Like. a rabid dog, Zion-

ism will Kkill itself. Not in 14"
'days,fbut maybe in 40 years.

Theéy cannot continue be-
cause it goes against the
facts of our world, against

‘Today the Zionist
against

3

the future. I am very opti-
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tinue. We shall get our
rights. We can see very big
changes in our world.

It’s not easy. The govern-
ments you have in EuroEe
are still typical, like t
Arab governments, tied to
imperialism. You are begin-
ning to face problems be-
cause of that. -

The ‘Palestinian problem
is also the ‘British problem’.
I believe that the Palestinian

cause is connected with the

struggles of people in Bri-
tain. It is all connected.

If you take on the problem
of unemployment in Britain
you can open people’s minds,
and lead to better under-
standing of the Palestlman
cause.

Those who are mterested
in keeping unemployment in

Britain will never be able to

understand the Palestinian
people.

- When the Zionist move-
ment entered a strategic re-

lationship with imperialism,
our rights became linked
with the rights of any people
in any part of the world. We
must keep this daily connec-
tion with our struggle. We

need very much more atten-

tion, determination.

The governments of
Europe are still tied to im-
perialist strategy, and sup-

port Israel. When we want to

change policy in Europe,

we shall wait.

‘Workers Revolutionary Party
West of Scotland branch

people there must do it for

-themselves.

I know also there are
many problems economical-
ly between America and
Europe. .

When 1 oppose America;
that doesn’t mean I shall be
with Russia. But I have to be
objective. If I look for
change, and it means going
against America, What can I

- do?

- We cannot say Somethmg
is good if it’s not. We have to
look at our world objectively
if want to change it, if we
want international peace. If
the facts push me to be
atgamst America, that’s how
it is

If we look for change from
Europe, that doesn’t mean
We shall
struggle. We have the right.
There are many possibilities
here to encourage us. What
happened in Lebanon,.
what’s happening in Israel
the economic situation, all
encourages us.

We live under military
rule. There are difficulties
among ourselves. But every-
body looks to get back unity .
We.tried unity with Jordan,
and with Mubarak. You
know the result. America
didn’t accept it, and the
Israelis used it.

Everybody has to think
again about the results if we

continue ovr splits. We hope |
for unlty quick.9

LECTURE SERIES

MARXISM AND THE WORKING -

CLASS TODAY

| Tuesday September 30th, 7:30 pm:

_ ‘The Scottish working class and its history’
- Tuesday October 14th, 7:30 pm:
“The famdy and the struggle for socialism’

All Iectures at the McLellan
Gallerles.- Sauchiehall Street.

Glasgow
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" The WRP on ‘Capital’: Healyism or Marxism

WORKERS Power has al-
ways been accused by the
WRP of being weak on phi-
losophy.

We are rebuked for not
studying the great philo-
sophers nor dialectics 1n
general.

For our part we have
stressed the question of
programme. Not because
this enables us to avoid the
question of theory.

Quite the contrary. An in-
correct programme has Its
origins in incorrect theory.

In fact programme is the
best way of illuminating dif-
ferences 1n theory. |

In other words, a discus-
sion on dialectics and
method in general may re-
veal no differences.

It is only when method is
applied that differences, if
they are there, really
appear. |

This is as true for political
economy -as it is for prog-
ramme.

From those early meeting
on Capital in Conway Hall to
the present day, I am con-
vinced that the WRP does
not understand Das Kapital
and therefore Marx’s
method.

In the Workers Press of
‘September 6, there is an arti-
cle ‘Wapping and Marxism’.
This article is very con-
fused on the question of the
laws of motion in capitalism:

It makes the statement

that the capitalist crisis is
caused by the overproduc-
tion of commodities:

“‘However, the original prob-

lem was one of too much

production chasing too few
markets’.

This is a reformist -view
not a Marxist view. It is the

‘theoretical starting point for

underconsumptionism.

After all. if the problem is
one of lack of demand then

the remedy is increasing de-
mand by raising wages and
government spending.

But we cannot leave it at

that. Why is this view of
underconsumptionism so

prevalent in the labour
movement? |

Because superficialy, on

" the surface, it appears there

is over production of com-
modities..

In fact this overproduction
of commodities is really an
‘overproduction of capital.

Alas, the distinction be-
tween capital and commod-
ities is not Immediately
visible.

Obviously, commodities
do not march around wear-
ing labels saying, ‘I am cap-
ital.

The real source of the con-
fusion stems from the fact
that workers are paid their
wage or salary at the end of
the period of production
(week or month).

This makes it appear they
are being paid out of present
production.

In reality they are being
paid out of past production.
To be a capitalist one must
have accumulated capital.

This means one must have

sufficient capital beforehand
to purchase the necessary
means of production and pay
wages until the commodities
one’s workers have pro-
duced can be sold.

It therefore follows that if
workers are paid out of past
production, then the new
product is owned in its en-
tirety by the capitalists.

Part of it will be consumed
by the capitalists, the rest
invested in a renewed round
of production.

However if so.mé capital-
ists refuse to invest then
some of this new capital will
lie idle. |

It appears as unsold com-

‘modities, in reality idle

capital, the property not of
workers but of capitalists un-

- able to find profitable outlet_s

for their capital. 4

The importance of the dis-
tinction between overpro-
duction of commodities or
overproduction of capital
may not be grasped at first.

But it has the most pro-
found political consequ-
ences.

-Through it we understand

that raising wages and gov-

ernment spending, far from

- solving the capitalist ¢risis,

would only make it worse;
that the overproduction of

capital demands lower

wages and government
spending; that workers have

‘no alternative but to fight to
"defend their living stan-

dards.

¢.Simila;rlfyl on the question
of prices. The article de-

~clares:

‘.. . a fall in prices. . . 1s
not a sign of economic recov-

FARL MARX

ery but of the fact that the

artificial barriers put up to
grotects high prices are
reaking down.’

From this we can only
understand that prices dur-
ing the period of expansion
were artificially high.

‘Once again the world is |

turned upside down.

In fact prices today are
‘artificially’ low. -

In the language of Marx —
market prices have fallen
Lelow their prices of produc-
tion. - |

This has resulted from the

fall in investment. When
capitalists reduce their in-

vestment two things happen.

First they purchase less

means of production from
each other.

Secondly they employ few-

er workers, which means
there are fewer workers with

‘whole paper wit
~of the Theses. Unfortunately

'wages to spend on food; clo-
~ thing etce. SR

Accordingly a lack of in-

vestment leads to a fall in

demand throughout the eco-
nomy. |

This results in a price war
as capitalists seek to move
unsold stocks. Hence reces-
sionary periods are always
characterised by price con-
traction.

At this point I would like to

- make it clear that the mis-
takes in the article are no

aberration.
‘They litter the propaganda

- of the WRP. The same confu- .

sion exists in cde Kemp’s
‘Theses On The Crisis’.

I could easilg fill t.:your
a critique

I will have to limit myself to
a few fundamentals.

- Cde Kemp’s main theses is

~that the .depression of. the .
1930°s was never overcome

and that the post-war boom
was fictitious. |

However, later in Thesis
11, he says that massive in-
vestments were made
throughout the 1950’s and
1960’s.

Effectively he has contra-
dicted himself. The very
basis of capitalist develop-
ment is the aceumulation
process — Investment.

A healthy boom is always
based on a surge in invest-

war boom, the longest and
most dynamic boom in capi-
talism be fictitious when it
was based on the most rapid
accumulation of capital th
world had seen. |

Cde Kemp then finds him-

- self in a problem. How does a

‘fictitious’ boom end?
In Theses 13 and 14, he

| grapples with the problem.

He says that the enlarged
capacity could no longer be
profitably employed.

Why it could ro longer be
profitably employed 1s not
explained.

But, more importantly, to

:say it could no longer be
profitably employed is toim-

ply that production was pre-
viously profitable.

profitable! |

~ Cde Kemp then gets him-
self into a deeper muddle. He

claims in Theses 14 that it

was the shrinking of markets

that led to ‘pressure on the
rate of profit’.

In fact it was the fall in the

rate of profit that led to

shrinking markets.

To get himself out of this
mess, cde Kemp is forced to

enter the sphere of money.

In Theses 16, 17, 18 and 19,

he declares that it was only

the continuous flow.of dol-
lars into the world economy

" that was responsible for the

economic miracles of the
1950’s and 1960’s. -
~ Cde Kemp may not know 1t
but he is really a monetarist
(or, as Marx called ‘it, that
most vulgar of the bourgeois
economists). -

Marx showed in Volume 1

that the quantity of money is
determined by the value of
commodities in circulation
and their velocity of circula-

‘tion (everything else being
“equal). - S

In other words the quanti-

ment. How could the post

- So how could the boom
have been both fictitious and

the leadin

ty of money in circulation is

determined by the demand
for it and not its supply.

It was the expansion of
capitalism and world trade
that required more dollars
not vica versa.

How well this is confirmed
today.

To try and shore up their
sagging economies, Thatch-
er and Reagan are pumping
money into their economies
as fast as they can: 18 per
cent in Britain and 13 per
cent in America — one of the
highest real rates in history.

According to cde Kemp,
we should be experiencing a
roaring boom.

In fact most of this exces-
sive supply of money is lying
idle. As a result an estimated
80 per cent is going into spe-
culation. |

No, to understand changes
in the spheres of money we
first have to understand
changes in the sphere of pro-

»

duction.

Changes in the sphere of
money are symptoms of
changes in production. and
not the cause of these
changes.

Only when the dialectical

- order is established, can we
study the interaction be-

tween money and produc-

- tion.

Unfortunately, cde
Kemp’s Theses owe more to

Healyism than Marx. Their
infatuation with money rep-

resents not a break with
Healyite economics but its
continuation. -
‘In conclusion;
time we brought our dispute
over method to a head.

The real test of method is
not whether one has studied

~and understood Aristotle, .
Hegel, Kant etc. It is

whether one . understands
Marx’s method as elabo-

- rated in Capital.

The reason is clear. Con-

‘tained in Marx’s method are,
-all the previous conquests of
- bourgeois science shorn. of

their contradictions.
Marx’s method ‘is there-

fore the most developed so-

cial science. To understand

it is a test of the highest

level. = S
_ A test which unfortunately
. theoreticians of
the WRP fail. =

Brian Thomas

Workers Power

‘and the DHSS. .

scourge of cheap labour.

Thus he fails to point out
the role of -the trade unions,
the requirements of British
capitalism and the require-

‘ments of Britain’s four mil-

lion unemployed.
The Restart scheme is not

However, Bill Bennett, the

writer of the letter uses a
formal approach in looking

at the subject of fighting the

an option which unemployed

-workers can choose to take

or be forced to do rather than
claim benefit. e

estart’ is more than

THE LETTER inlast week’s
Workers Press headed ‘How"
you can fight the Restart
scheme’ contains essential
information for any indi-
-vidual who wishes to-dodge
being victimised by the MSC

It is .parf of a whole pack-
age of cheap labour which

has been engineered by the

last Labour government and
the present Tory govern-
ment to destroy the strength
and independence of the
organised working class.
The MSC is the outcome of
mass industrial collapse and
the need for the capitalist
class to extract more profit

from commodity production
and to spend less, or nothing,
on necessary social services,
the most expensive of those

- being social - security  be-

nefits.

It threatens the very exist-

ence of the trade union
movement and poses mas-
sive tasks for all workers.

1t is not something which

“Just for the recor

WHILST not wishing to be-
come involved at this point
in the overall argument tak-

ing place in the columns of
‘Workers Press’ between

Steve Masterson and Alan

Thornett, may I, on behalf of
the Political Committee of
the Workers Revolutionary
Party, make one thing abso-
lutely clear? B

Discussions are taking
place on a regular basis be-
tween representatives from
the central committee of the
WRP and representatives of
Workers Power, the Socialist
Group and the International
Group.

All developments in these
discussions are reported
‘back to the membership of
the WRP.

Indeed, we are now pro-

~ducing a regular report in

written form not only of our
discussions with groups In
Britain but internationaily.

In answer to the allega-
- {ions made by Steve Master-
-son (Workers Press, Septem-

ber 13) may I say that, in the
view of the Political Com-
mittee, the approach of the
Socialist Group to the WRP
has been exemplary.

‘Nor is their approach
‘news to the vast majority of

the WRP members as Mas-
terson alleges.

His accusations of ‘quiet
backroom chats to twos and
threes, which are not mi-
nuted of course’ are non-
sense.

Together with Gerry
Downing, earlier this year I
attended the Socialist View-
point school on behalf of the
Central Committee of the
WRP.

At this school a full discus-

sion took place between
members of the WRP,

Socialist Group and the In-

ternational Group on the
problems and possibilities of

regroupment.

All three organisations
had actively encouraged
their members to participate
in this school.

- May I finish by saying that
we certainly value very
much the discussion we have
had with these organisations
and with Workers Power and
feel they have been very con-
structive in all cases.

Chris Bailey |
Workers Revolutionary Party

'@ Note from the editorial

board of Workers Press: We
now declare that the contest
is over but decline to
announce a winner.

t anot

-'workers can s‘imply""dodge’ =
through  the ‘mcompetence’-

“of MSC offices.
Because cheap labour is the

last source of food for capi-

talism, its riddance, along -
with the maintenance of'the .
social security system, re-.
quires a much more serious -
~approach which must In-
- volve the whole of the labour

four million unemployed . and trade union movement. -

We must recoghnise that

" cheap labour can be purch-

ased because of the bank-
ruptcy of the trade union
leaders who realise that the
fight against cheap labour
means a struggle against the
capitalist state. -

It doesn’t leave room for

privileged sections like

themselves who actually sit
on MSC co-ordinating com-
mittees. . |

‘In his letter, Cde Bennett
falsely points out that ‘the
union movement is not cap-
able of representing the 1n-
terests of claimants’.

.

He doesn’t find the time to
~explain briefly why net.

How does he explain the
numerous strikes which
have been carried out by
CPSA members which are
seriously undermining the

government’s ‘ethnic minor-
itying’? =~ .. |
If unemployed. workers

‘were in the CPSA and other

unions; the possibilities of

‘mobilising large numbers of

rank and file workers in de-
fence of the unemployed

‘would be tremendous.

It- would also undermine

-the trade union bureaucrac

and-their collaboration with

the capitalists which is what

allows enforced cheap

labour to be carried out in

the first place.

A stronger network of un-

employed workers groups is

essential but it must be un-

ited with the organised em-
ployed workers as members

of the trade union movement -
with reduced rates and full -

rights to organise trade un-
ion action In defence of un-
employed workers, and not
fighting ‘alongside union
branches and other interest
groups’ as Cde. Bennett
points out in his letter.

® Don’t let trade union lead-
ers who will not fight off the
hook! -

Chris McBride

Shop steward,

ACTSS Lambeth unemployed
shop.

it is high

.
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LETTERS ———
A double-barrelled letter from A Correspondent’

THE SOVIET historian M.N.
Pokrovsky described the
method of certain other
(‘bourge01s) historians as
‘projecting present-day poli-
tics into the past.”

It is also a good character-
isation of Pokrovsky’s own
method — and of R. Bobins-
ka’s, except that the latter
goes much further in his
‘Marxist’ variant of what
has been called ‘the Whig
interpretation of history.’

What he does is to wipe out
all distinctions of period. The
proletarian revolution might
just as well have begun, it
appears, in ancient Rome as
in 20th century Russia. (If
Lenin, why not Spartacus?)

For Trotsky the events of
June 1848 in Paris marked a
turning point in world his-
tory.

Since then, according to

Trotsky, the bourgeoisie has
been incapable of playing a
revolutionary role, in the
sense of leading progressrve
revolutions.

That implies, of course,
that things were different be-
fore the events in question.

But not for R. Bobinska.

Incidentally, what was the
‘bourgeois revolution’ of 1905
that he mentions in passing?

Of course ‘there 1s a his-
tory of humanity’. For ex-
ample, there were human
beings in the New World be-

fore Columbus arrived and

they had their history, just

as the Europeans had theirs. -

But there was no connec-

- tion between the two ‘com-

munities (except that, in the
very remote past, the Amer-
indians presumably crossed
over from Asia).

'It is only with the effective

binding together of every

part of the world by capital-
iIsm that there has been
‘world history’ in the sense
of a unified process.

And that unified process
does not eliminate, or even
render ummportant the spe-
cific local factors derived
from the previous histories
“of the different countries and
regions.

Surely we have seen all
that enough in the case of the

‘Russian (‘Russian’ ‘?) revolu-

tion?

Anyway I’'am glad Luther,
Cromwell and Robesp1erre
have found some favour with
R. Bobinska, even if only
because they were men of
different nationalities as
well as periods, and this
makes the mention of them
In one sentence ‘a correctly

1nternat10nallst formula- :

tion.’

Seriously, though, it mignt
be useful if R. Bobinska

would abandon vague denun-

ciations and give us, say, a

concrete critique of A. L.
Mortons’s A People’s His-
tory of England, which is

doubtless one of the ‘peo--

ple’s-front-inspired’ works
he dislikes.

It appeared originally in
1938 — a second edition, con-
siderably revised (with the
help of the Communist Par-
ty’s Historians group) was

published in 1948, and is now
avallable as a paperback

There is not, so far as I
know, any other book that
attempts a survey of the
whole history of this corner
of the world continuum from
what the author considers a
Marxist point of view.

Brian Pearce |
aka ‘A Correspondent’

The Good the Banda and the Ugly

I NOTE that the Banda’s
‘Communist Forum’ group
have produced a so-called
‘WRP Internal Bulletin
No.14’ and also a ‘Neo.15’.

This is an odd name to give
to pamphlets produced by
people who le
‘some months ago and which
are sold (at £1.20 each) out-
side the WRP.

On top of this, they de-
scribe these Bulletms as

‘suppressed by WRP Central
Commlttee

One of the contributions
- included is a plece written by
me which I distributed in
small numbers but never
submitted for inclusion in
‘the Internal Bulletin!

- the WRP |

To redress this roguer
'. enclose herewith another_

piece by me, this time ‘sup-

vpressed’ by the Banda

group.

It is a personal letter to
Dave Good, one of the Ban-
das’ main supporters, which
was sent in April this year.
Good never did me the cour-
tesy of writing a reply.

Wlth hindsight, the matter
referred to in that letter. was
clearly an early warning
sign of the anti-communist,

liberal and throughly bogus N
moralising that has become

a hallmark of the Banda
group.

.Martm Toppmg s

i

Blackyormmumoﬂbmmmcﬂnaqm

.- the racism of the state with the prejudice of the oppressed?

| Dear Dave,

- The issue I want to raise

here is one I’ve been mean-
Ing to ask about since I first
- read your letter on the Brix-

ton riots in the News Line
October 24, 1985.

In it you say that the ‘riot-
ing involved looting and van-
dalism, even going as far as
racist attacks on our journal-
ists’, Vevers and Arkell.

The point that worried me
was the phrase ‘racist

attacks’.

For all we know, Vevers
and Arkell may have been
taken for Fleet Street muck-
rackers or even plain- clothes
cops.

But even if, as ‘you

assume, they were attacked
- just for being white, I think

the use of the term racxst’ is
totally mistaken.

It is the stock- 1n-trade of a
certain kind of liberal (and of
not-so-liberals) to equate the
raclal prejudices of the
oppressed (evolved in re-
sponse to their oppression)

with the racism .of their
OppPressors.

I recall that the flI‘St per-

-son to be convieted under the
Race Relations Act (ostens- |

ibly passed to protect ethnic
minorities) was in fact the

black man Michael X.!

The ‘violence’ of 'pickets

cannot be equated with the

violence of the police: nor
the nationalism of oppressed
peoples with the chauvinism
of oppressor nations.

That is why, to me, the use
of the term rac1st’ applled to
blacks in this country 1s
quite unacceptable.

~ What I would like to know
1S what you think about that
now. I don’t want to be nit-

picking or score a tactlonal

point, nor do I wish to make

too much of a careless re-

glalncri'k or a view' you no longer
0

A fundamental 1ssue of
ideological outlook is in-
volved here, so I would like
to have the matter clarlfled
for me.

Yours fraternally,
Martin Topping

o -t s
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Your letters are welcome at Workers Press,
21b Old Town, London SW4 OJT.

P.S. If it is the use of the
concept ‘people’ that gets up
R. Bobinska’s nose, what ab-
out the opening sentence of
that book by Engels on the

Peasant War in Germany in
1524-25?

‘The German people (Volk)
too has its revolutionary
tradition.’

AS BILL Hunter rightly
observes in his article on the
Nuremberg war-crimes
trials of 1946, at that time:
‘“The capltallst governments
did not want to embarrass
the Soviet government.’

That is indeed the truth of
the matter, contrary to the
legend that the US and Bri-
taln were waging a cold war
against the USSR already in
the 1mmediate post-war
period.

Another example of the
same thing was the handling
?f tl;e Katyn massacre at the

rials

In the 1nd1ctment «0f the
Nazi leaders, one of the
charges was that they were
responsible for the slau ghter
of several thousand Pohsh
officer prlsoners -of-war in
Russia.

The circumstantial evi-
dence pointed overwhel-

~mmgly to the Soviet govern-

ment’s own agencies as the

murderers.

(These were: -Poles cap-

“tured by the Red Army dur-

ing its invasion of Poland in
1939 and held in camps in the

~western part of the USSR.)

The Soviet prosecutor’s

attempt to shift the blame

onto the Germans failed mis-

erably. So what was said

about this charge when the
verdict was drawn up?

Nothing. The Germans

were neither found guilty of
the Katyn killings nor
cleared of them. ‘The capi-
talist governments did not
want to embarrass the
Soviet government.’

In my opinion, the mass -

murder at Katyn was a fol-
low-on from Stalin’s exter-
mination of the Polish Com-
munist leaders in the USSR
In 1938.

The victims at Katyn were
mostly not regular officers
but reservists — men who in
civil life were teachers, jour-
nalists, lawyers, professwn-
al men of all kinds.

By ‘llquldatlng’ them
(apparently in the spring of
1940, when relations with
Germany still seemed good),
Stalin may
weaken Poland still further
depriving the Polish people

of potential leaders, left and

right.

We know from the ‘secret’

clauses of the 1939 Pact that
he and Hitler had agreed to
co-operate in preventing any
Polish liberation movement
from getting off the ground.

Brian Pearce

Who are ‘Our People”

tion and formed FOSATU'

BOB MYER’S article in
Workers Press 41 is serious-
ly wrong in referring to the
martyred revolutionaries of

i the ANC as ‘Our People’.

In the first place we cannot
claim credit for their cour-

| age as we are Trotsykists
and they were members of a
Stalinist-dominated orga- .

nisation.

'Only in the most general
sense of solidarity with “all

~anti-imperialist fighters

were they ‘Our People’.

“"But then we must also
count Ben Langa, the black

consciousness leader mur- .

dered by Xulu and Payi, as
‘Our Man’.

If the ANC say this politic-
al kiliing was a BOSS set up,
then they eliminated Langa,
Xulu and Payi, whose re-
volutionary credentials are
equally 1impeccable but
Trotskyism (Revolutionary
Marxism) is the memory of
the working class.

Rivers of blood do divide
the working class in revolu-
tion from Stalinism.

From the summary mass -

execution of the Russian
Trotskyists in. Siberia in
1937, to the Moscow Trials,
from the’ assasination of
,Andreas Nin and Carlo/Ber-

- nert In Spain, Rudolph Kle-
- ment, Ignace Reiss,

Erwin
Wolf, Leon Sedov and Trots-

we may perhaps draw

- another conclusmn

‘We hear that in the East-
ern Cape the cry of the ANC
is ‘Kill the Marxists’ and

‘that two Trotskyists have
‘been murdered already.

Along51de the legltlmate
execution of informers, poli-

tical opponents are bemg eli-
minated on the orders of top

- leaders — and who better ~

than the Stalinists to fill thexr
historical role?

The black conscrousness

movement emerged spon-

taneously in 1976 in Soweto

and rejected the dead hand-*
~of Stalinism.

Similarly the growth of
SACTU, the Stalinist domin-

‘ated trade union confedera- -

and COSATU in December
1985.

If South Afrlcan Trotskylst

~ groups are as sectarian as

we were, then we must aim
to assist them to turn to the

ky himself, Tau Tu Thau and ~ qeoateo in this situation of

‘the Vietnamees Trotskyists,

developing revolution. |
They are our people and if

- we could break with Healylte

sectarian dogmatism in a
non-revolutionary . Britain,

then they too can do it in the |
more favourable circumst-

ances (as regards class war)

- in South Africa.

They have a long history of
struggle on principles, as
Trotsky’s letter of 1934
shows and their opposition to
Stalinist peaceful co-

existance was ‘never in -

doubt.

I refer, of course to those
groups who have not gone
the road of Jack Barnes and
the American SWP. We must
take care that we too do not

“mistake the ANC with the

black trade unions rejected revolution.

Gerry Dowmng
Kuburm WRP

THE FOLLOWING letter was
sent by WRP Central Com-
mittee chairman Dave Tem-
ple to the Guardian newspap-
er following the newspaper’s
article on the thirtieth

annwersary of the Moscow
Trials.

Since it was not published,
we print it here for the in-
formation of our readers.

IT IS important to mark the
anniversary of the start of
Stalin’s infamous frame-up
trials, as you did with Geof-
frey Robertson’s article on
August 16th. -

Whatever the changes in
the Soviet Union over the
past half century, we must
not foget these reactionary
crimes and their internation-

al significance.

I should like, however, to
point out some omissions
from Robertson’s account.-It
was rather strange that he
did not mention that the
chief defendants in the trials
were not actually present in
}he dock, nor did they ‘con-
ess’.

Leon Trotsky and his son
L.eon Sedov were the main
targets of the trials and the
world-wide slander cam-
paign which accompanied
them.

Tried in absentia, they
were both later murdered by
Stalin’s thugs.

Robertson discusses at
length the problem of the
confessions, on which the en-

tire proceedings were based.

I do not think 1t is possible
to explain them without not-
ing that the former revolu-
tionary leaders who partici-
pated in the monstrous pro-
ceedings had all capitulated
to Stalin long before, and had
collaborated with him dur-
ing his rise.

Zinoviev and Kamenev,
for example, had led the first
campaign against ‘Trotsky-
iIsm’ In 1923-24; Bukharin
had been his chief spokes-
man in the crucial years of
1925-8.

Of course 1t was the V10-

lence of the NKVD inter-

rogators which organised
the actions of the men in the
dock.

Special mention should be

- made of the amendmen:s to

the Soviet penal code, mak-
ing the families of ‘enemies
of the people’ equally guilty,
and rendering children li-
able to the death penalty.

Most of the confessors had
young families, but these
barbarities were secondary
to the political histories of
the accused In explaining
their actions.

The other aspect I should
like to refer to 1s what
Robertson calls the ‘suspen-
sion of disbelief’ on the part
of Britian’s left-wing mtel-
lectuals.

How was it that people like
Kingsley Martin, while cer-
tainly being aware of the

could avoid any challenge to
their acceptance?

How could a liar like D.N.
Pritt get away with such bla-
tant lies?

Why were people like the

Webbs so ready to swallow
such distasteful refuse?

The answer, I believe, can
only be found in the political
counterpart of the trials,

namely the so-called Popu-

lar Front.

Only here, I think, can be
understood the necess1t of
the trials for Stalin and his
supporters.

Trotsky represented those
forces which fought to con-
tinue the struggle for social-

On the 30th Anniversary of Moscow Trials

farcical nature of the trials,

ist revolution.
Stalin was desperately

seeking allies among liberal
- and social-democratic cir-
cles, as a step towards an

alliance with peace -loving’

powers.

This friendship was to be

- eemented in the blood of the

leaders of the 1917 revolu-
tion.

I hope that there will be
further articles over the next
three years, as the
anniversaries of the events
of the ‘thirties’ pass.

Dave Temple

Chairman — on behalf of the
Central Committee of the
Workers Revolutionary

Party.

have hoped to |
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'THIS WEEK BILL HUNTER talks to RON THOMPSON about the impréssion
which the Hungarian Revolution made on him in 1956.

At the time Ron was working as a miner in Wigan, Lancashire and a national

committee member of the Young Communist League. |

He was to play a leading part in the crisis which erupted in the Party as a
result of the 1956 Khrushchev Speech which lifted the lid on some of Stalin’s
crimes and later that year the Hungarian Revolution. |

Ron broke with Stalinism, joined the Trotskyist movement and, with his

then wife Liz, played a prominent part in building up the Trotskyist forces in
the Labour Party youth movement when it was re-founded in 1959.

m

61, OINED the Young Com-
munist League in Wigan in
1951. After leaving school I
worked for about 18 months
in the Post Office and then
became a miner at the age of

16 1n 1951. I was elected to.

the National Committee of
the YCL in 1954.

I attended two World
Peace Festivals — as I re-
member Iin 1952 and 1955.
The first one was in
Bucharest and the second in
Warsaw.

This was when 1 first be-

gan to have a few doubts
about the Communist Party.
It’s publications had blown it
up that the countries of east-
ern Europe were ideal
states, second to none.
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I went to the festival in
Bucharest . politically still
raw. We never met many
people

When we went to Warsaw
a lot of people approached us
with criticisms of the reg-
ime. There was a lot of un-
ease in the cities. Little had
been replaced after the war
time damage. There was a
real sense of destruction and
poverty. .

There was a lot of critic-

‘ism of the Polish regime,

especially over the IUniversi-
ty Moscow had built in War-

- saw. There was also wide-

spread criticism of the Stalin
Palace of Culture. People ob-
jected to the fact that Mos-
COW was pumping money

"
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Above: Bread queue in Budapest in 1956.

into -these ‘things but not into
housing for the people.

There were certain inter-
national meetings of dele-
gates, for instance we had
meetings with other miners.
On my way to the meeting
there was a guy running
along the street towards me
and the next minute three
police came up on a motor
cycle and side car and shot
at him. I went to see if the
guy was OK. The police
waved me away and drag-
ged the guy into the side-car.

-1 got blood on the white.
shirt I was wearing and I

apologised to the leader of
the delegation. The incident
was passed off as a spy or an
agent provocateur doing
wrong against the socialist
state. I accepted this but it
went into my consciousness:
why had this happened?

At night when we were in
our dormitories at the Uni-
versity there was gun fire
going all night. It was a real
shambles. It was then that
we got the criticisms — the
money spent on the Interna-
tional Youth Festival could
have been used for the de-
velopment of the Polish peo-
ple. Those with relatives in
the west had particularly
strong feelings.

Doubts

Despite these doubts the
Khrushchev speech of 1956
came ou? ot the blue. With ali
our reservations we’d gone
along with the ideology of the
Communist Party from 1951.
Together with my brother 1
had supported the Five Pow-
er Peace Pact, collected
signatures for peace peti-
tions and so on.

We had gone along with
the call of the Communist
Party that the conscription
National Service should be
cut from two years to one
year. We petitioned all sorts
of people. There were even
slogans on the Territorial
Army Volunteer Reserve
bullding 1n wigan calling tor
this cut.

By the time of the Twen-
tieth Congress we had big
reservations. I'm trying to
recall when they came up.
The speech appeared in the
Observer. It was never pub-
lished by the Communist
Party.

On reading the statement
with my brother we felt that
all was not well. They had
built up Stalin as a mono-
lithic figure beyond critic-

~ism. He’d done no wrong.
He’d led the great Soviet Red

Army. It was a body blow to

...................

new different!

‘say thé least that big crimes
~had been committed. It was

a big shock to us all.

There was a big discussion
in the Wigan YCL. Many old-
er members — some in the
Communist Party from the
1930s — said the article
wasn’t true. It was a trick by
British capitalism to under-

mine the great Soviet Union.

The doubts we had had —
on the Five Power Peace

- Pact and the British Road to

Socialism — boiled up. We
began to read Lenin and cer-
tain books of TrotSky.

We now had to consider the
strong animeosity the Stalin-
ist bureaucracy had for the
Trotskyist movement. We
came into contact with the
Trotskyist movement for the
first time.

We were forced to the con-
clusion that the Stalinist
bureaucracy could not lead
the working class to power.

The Young Communist
League had some 16-17 mem-
bers in Wigan at the time of
the Khruschev speech. The
Communist Party had 40 or
45 members in Wigan. We
were part of the Manchester
District. As a rough guess I
would say that the District
h;ld some 2,000 members in
1956. ~

The Merseyside District
then presented a resolution
to the YCL National Com-
mittee, critical of the Party
on the Twentieth Congress
speech. I supported this re-
solution.

There were a lot of people

outside the YCL national

hchallenge for the,
Trotskyist movement

Cmmi tment, doubts and clarity

=

conference Which mot. after
the Khrushchev speech. We

were told they were. CIA
agents and social fascists.
But I read some of the bulle-
tins.

The criticisms of the

Trotskyists filled in-what we
had been thinking and we

had a feeling that they were
- right. - : . |

The Communist Party
leaders said they would sort
things out in their own time.

‘We will resolve the differ-

ences’: this is what they

were saying. I remember

being impressed by the leaf-
let ‘Sack the Guilty
with photographs of the Old

Bolsheviks who had been

murdered by Stalin.

Log iam

The Twentieth Congress

broke the log jam. Hungary
was only another expression
of what was wrong. It gave
more weight to our position.
We were trying to draw up a
Leninist programme in the

YCL.

The Party leaders tried to
pass off Hungary as the work
of provocateurs. They said
that Hungary was a Catholic
country and that the Catho-
lics had had a lot to do with
it. We also understood that
the Communist Party had
the rights to John Reed’s

‘Ten Days that Shook the

World’ but that they were
refusing to publish it.

There was a feeling of
deep concern and dismay
that this had happened.

Men’
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- ‘They had built up Stalin as a monolithic figure beyond criticism.’ But in Hungary in 1956, they

~ There were quite a num-
ber of emigre workers in the
pits at that time, including
Hungarians. The Communist
Party position was that they
should not have been em-
ployed by the National Coal

'Board. The Party considered
- them ‘anti-social elements’.

I used to chat with some of
them — Estonians, Latvians,
Poles — they stood for
socialism in their countries
but thev wanted self-
determination. The Hunga-

- rian workers I spoke to were

not surprised at what had
happened. o

- We built a faction in the

- Wigan YCL. There were ab-

out nine in it at the time of
the Hungarian revolution.

-The British Road to Soeial-
~ism, then the question of
" Hungary was _:d;sc_ussed: by

the faction. |

We fought for our positions
and we had a big faction in
Manchester and the
Merseyside. Then it became
a national faction and we
took up discussions with
comrades such as CIliff

Slaughter and Brian Pearce.

Hungary was a concrete

‘expression of the rising up of

the working class against the
bureaucracy. - R
~ We couldn’t go any further
in the YCL. I joined The
Group, a Trotskyist orga-
nisation working in the
Labour Party and led by
Gerry Healy, in 1957. -
In 1959 we went into the
Labour Party and began to
build up the Young Social-
ists. In the meantime I got
married and had a child.g




IN PLACE of our reviews this week, SHAUN PATRICK-
MAY writes on the background to Aeschylus’ ‘Oresteian
Trilogy’ recently screened on Channel 4. He argues that

the work served a political and ideological function at a

time of profound change in Athenian society and that
this social ferment must be understood fully to appreci-

ate Aeschylus great work

" THE RECENT showing of the Oresteian trilogy

of Aeschylus on Channel 4 TV is a welcome

change from the banal trash that we have grown
accustomed to on commercial television.

The Oresteian trilogy reveals to the Marxist a vivid

insight into the class struggle of ancient Athens as well
as into the early prehistory of Greece.

The ability to penetrate the forms and appearances of the

drama to its historical and
social roots can only be
achieved by utilising the
theoretical tool of historical
materialism.

- The theme of the struggle
between blood-bond and bed-

bond in the play is grounded

in the development of the
productive forces in prehls-
toric Greece. -

This was expressed in the
rise of property in the nuc-
lear family at the expense of

clan property held through :

blood-right.

The guardians of these'

kinship relations were the
Furies (Eumenides). They
personified revenge for

shedding of blood within the .
in prehistoric -
Greece, was originally mat-

clan which,

rlhneal
Being

religions, they dominated

the clans based on common

tribal property. 4
In the ‘Orestela the clan

law-of <lex talionis’ or blood-
for-blood is seen o be com-

ing. into increasing conflict

with-production based on the
class stratification, slavery

and the monogamous nuc-
lear family of an essentially
patriarchal society.

The transition from mat-

riarchy to patriarchy was
mediated through the tradi-
tional control of movable
property by the male.

. part of the old
Orphic. and Chthonian earth

- ,}__.‘}.

This enabled man to wrest
control of the family from
the woman by using the
weapon of productive labour
— slavery. Such a profound

" historical development was
manifested in changes in re-

ligious allegiances.

Traditionally the earth
had been seen as a feminine
object since it engendered
all the things necessary for
life — gave birth to these
things. necessary for human
survival. .

These bellefs corres-
ponded to the worship of the
Old Chthoman Gods like
QOuranos and mother earth
(Gaea),” the dominant reli-
gious forms under the mat-
- riarch.

In the 2nd rm]lemum B.C.
‘(around 1500 B.C.) northern
Aryan (Indo-European) peo-

__ples invaded Greece and
brought with them the new

Olympian Gods and higher
social relations in the form
.of the’ patriarchal family.

Thesé “peoples conguered
- the indigenous tribes ‘who
worhipped the old gods of
Earth:. Despite this con-
quest, ‘the Old Chthonian
gods llved on as cults within
the new religious practlces
of the Olymplans ~

“These new Olymplan gods

- identical in- theogeny to- the

Norse gods, were patriar-
chal. .

| Cassandra and Chorus of oid Men of Argos.

E - A J

- This reflected the nature

~ of the social relations among

the invading Aryans.

- The gravitation to these
gods, during the pre-

- Mycenean period, was an ex-

pression of the mounting
struggle against Mat-

‘rilarchy.

This is a theme that runs

through the Oresteia — the

battle between the old earth
religions based on: blood-

bond and matrilinearity on
the one hand.and the strong-
ly patriarchal Olympians on

the other.

The strength of this pat-
riarchy is reflected by the

fact that the greatest god-

dess — Athene — springs

-from the head of her Father,

Zeus, rather than from the
womb of a female, thereby

excluding any mother-rlght

talionis’

and matrilinearity.

Such legendary or mytho-
logical phenomena were In-
trinsically connected with
property rights in the clan.

The replacement of ‘lex
based on blood
Kinship by a state-run sys-
tem of justice was an ex-

pression of the encroach-

ment of private property on
common tribal ownership of
the means of production.

~ This negation of natural
justice was therefore neces-

sary for the orderly regula-

tion and functioning of -class
society, based on slavery
and patriarchy.

Property

In this way, the rights of
private property and the
monogamous family gra-
dually swamped clan rights
and common property.

The state therefore origin-
ated as an organ suited to
defend private against com-
mon property and enforce
class rule. |

Thus, for the Olympians
(who judged in favour of
Orestes) 1t was the trans-
gression of the bed-bond (pri-
vate family property) rather
than of the blood-bond (com-
munal clan property) which
was critical.

Both Agamemnon and
Orestes break the Kinship
rule to appease the Olym-
ptan gods whereas
Clytemnestra breaks the

marriage relation and is sub-

ject to the wrath of Apollo.

Consistent with these ac-
tions is the proclamation by
Apolio in the ‘Eumenides’
that:

“The mother is not the true
parent of the child which is
called hers. She is a nurse
who tends the growth of
young seed planted by its
true parent, the male.”

Therefore it is the bed-
bond of Patriarchy that
stands paramount over

- blood since this is the ex-

pression of the new order of
things, of society which
maintains the private prop-

-~ erty of monogamy.

We must also note that, In
the Trojan legend,
Agamemnon and the Greeks
went to war over the break-
age of the marriage of Mene-
laus and Helen by Paris,
although in historical reahty
the war was economically
determined, probably over
trade dominance in the Ae-
gean and Medlterranean
seas.

Accordmgly the downfall
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of Troy opened .up the Ae-
gean for unhindered ex-

ploitation by the Greek mer-

chants.

The matricide of Orestes 1S
his assertion of patriarchy.
In doing this, he asserts his

Father’s, and so his own,
right to rule and control the

property of the ‘House of
Atreus’.

The unavenged murder of
Clytemnestra 1s the drama-
tic manifestation of the eco-
nomic unimportance of
blood kinship in a society
that was becoming domin-
ated by family property
based on slavery and the
steady growth of the produc-
tive forces as a whole.

Empirically, it can be

observed that during the
course of historical and so-

cial development, the size of

the family has always stood
in Inverse relation to the pro-
ductive capacity of the
means of production.

Thus, with the develop-

ment of the productive foces

we observe  the transition,

through various forms, from

the consanguine Family to
the monogamous nuclear
family of modern Capl-
talism.

The dramatlc outcome of

the ‘Oresteia’ was conscious-
ly and politically engineered
by Aeschylus under the influ-
ence of the stage of the class

~struggle in Athens at the

time of its writing.

Just as Virgil wrote his
‘Aeneid’ as a eulogy to the

rule of the emperor Augus-

function.

Struggle

The Athens of Aeschylusy 'ﬁ
was one of bitter class strug--
gle resulting from the socio-

economic changes’ brought ' class forces prevails yet the

by the Persian invasions.

The constitutionof the dead“
tyrant, Solon, still held sway -
and this served the interests
of a moneyed landowmng

aristocracy.
The increasing growth of

-small scale production in
Athens with the emergence -
of a merchant -class and
greater intellectual free-

doms threatened the stabhil-
ity of aristocratic rule and
their legislaive body, the
Areopagus.

A political revolutlon en-

‘sued when the progressive.
democracy of the Athenian

T day. |
- It is a d1rect pohtlcal’
~-attempt to ‘encourage and
- sanctify this compromise be-

tween Arlstocracy and
o 'Populus

thens

Orestes and the Chorus of Furies
in the National Theatre’s produc-

tion of ‘The Orestela’

assembly dispossessed the

~Areopagus of its powers in

462 B.C., four years before
the wrltmg of the ‘Oresteia’.

The reaction of the Aris-
tocracy was to win the rural
poor to their side on the basis

- of their common worship of

the Old Chthonian gods.
Despite this, the tenacious

~struggle of the Athenian

populus and assembly forced

- through the democratic con-

stitution.

The balance of class forées
was shifted in favour of the

- townspeople on the base of

slavery.

Majority

| The struggle was essen-
tially between Freemen who

- held the majority of the
 population, the slaves, as -
_-_thelr own property. -

The ideological function of

the Oresteia centres around

this struggle between Aris-

tocrats and Populus. -~ .
The final part of the dra-

ma, the Eumenides, where

_‘.the Olympians- side with
Orestes yet welcome the

Furies (Eumemdes) into the

‘new order is, for Aeschylus,

a concerted dramatic repre-

- sentation of a class, com-
. -promise in the Athens of his
tus during the period of tran- - - |
sition from the republic to
the empire, so the writing of
the ‘Oresteia’ also served a
political and 1deologtcal :

It is.equivalent to the com-

"-'prornlse between the Olym-
pians and the Furies in the .

‘Eumenldes |
"The democratlc constitu-

- tion and the new balance of

,jArlstocracy is not "annihi-
lated as a class but retains
certain

homicide

- The great achtevement: ef‘ o
the trilogy of “Aeschylus is =
not simply- its tremendous

‘artistic merit;

plays the hlStOI‘lCal fact that

the dialectical development- |
of the class struggle is esseén-

tially sublative and the Ores-

-teia i1s a dramatic confronta-- -
-tion of this truth.

rights and
“-priveleges: e.g. the Areopa-
- gus, as a centre of the Chtho-
nian religion, was still -
~ allowed to ]udge cases of».

it ‘also ‘dis-
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DURHAM '
JOHN MATTERSON: Murton

years and three
from

— Two ,
months youth custody
December 1985.

GARY BLACKMORE: 19 —

Affray, attempted not guilty, 2

years youth custody. (Not a
miner but arrested during the
course of the strike) |

| SOUTH WALES

DEAN HANCOCK: Oakdale
— Eight year sentence. Gar- .

WAPPING:

NO JOBS—

NO DEAL!

tree maximum secunty prison, o

BY ALAN CLARK

IT LOOKS as though the latest
offer on the eight-month old
Wapping dispute, negotiated
over the past few days, brings
a final settlement no nearer
than it was four months ago,
when the sacked printworkers
rejected a £50 million offer

According to reports, com-
pensation this time has now
been increased to nearer £60
million but 1t does appear
that job recognition at Wap-
ping is not in the final pack-

- age — only the setting up of a

committee of union repre-
sentatives and management
to work out a register for
sacked printworkers seeking

nr Market Harborough,
Leicester |

RUSSELL SHANKLAND: Taff

“Merthyr — Eight year sent-

ence. Gartree maximum
security prison, nr Market Har-
borough Leicester

KENT

TERRY FRENCH: Betteshan-

~ ger — Four year sentence

out work when a job becom-
es available.

The other sting 1n the tail

“is that, apparently, the union

must recommend accept-
ance of the offer to their
members, otherwise the deal
will be withdrawn from the
table.

Once again, Murdoch 1is
dictating the terms of any
ballot and the unions are
saying nothing.

As we go to press, the
National Graphical Associa-
tion (NGA) will be meeting

their members to discuss the
deal.

Brenda Dean, general
secretary of SOGAT, will
also be meeting with all

from. January
Wandsworth Prison, Heath-“
field Road, London SW18

B YORKSHIRE |

MARTIN HODGSON: Wake-
field — Three year sentence
from November 1985. Armley
Jail, Leeds -

NIGEL HODGSON: Wakefield

1985. 873383-. |

;;November 1985 Aﬁ'nlay Jail
- .Leeds
- PAUL WRIGHT Sav:lle — 18
month sentence. G76424. Kir-

kham Jail,. Freckieton Road*
Preston, Lancs o

"N. DERBYSHIR E
' DAVID GAUNT: Shirebrook —
2%-year sentence from De-

‘cember - 1984. E71037. A

Wing, Millers. Park Youth Cus-
tody . Centre, - Doddmgton

: Fioad Weikngborough

."—— Three year sentence from.ﬁ e

FOCS and MOCs involved in

the dispute, no doubt to con-
vince them that this really is

- the final offer and that it

should be accepted.

But Dean might just
underestimate the feelings
of her members once again.

The mood of printworkers
on the picket line is one of
anger at the latest offer.
They came out for jobs and
union recognition; they will
not accept less.

There can be no deal if
there are no JObS in Wap-
ping.

There can be no comprom-
ise with scabs now working
in Wapping and certainly
there can be no going back
while the EETPU are still
there. -

The chapels made a clear
commitment at the begin-
ning of the dispute that no
one chapel would go back
without the others.

They must stick to that
commitment, there can be
no turning, back now.

The dispute was never ab-

out new technology but about
Rupert Murdoch’s aim of
smashing the prmtmg trade
unions.

If he is allowed to do hlS,
then the results for the rest
of Fleet Street and the trade

union movement in general

will be far reaching and se-

. TIOUS.

® Late news: the launch of

Robert Maxweil’s London-

based ‘Daily News’ has been
postponed until late February.

@ FROM PAGE ONE

might have fought.’

Young pointed out that, at
the Scottish Miners’ Gala on
June 14, Bolton had claimed,
in a typical bombastic
speech, that the NUM was
fighting for investment in

the five-foot seam of coal at

Comrie.

ANNOUNCING A NEW EDITION OF

The Hungariart revolution of 1956 and its brutal suppression
by Russian tanks was a watershed in the history of

socialism.

In October 1956 Peter Fryer was sent to cover these events

for the Daily Worker. He reported what he saw — only to

have his despatches suppressed and to be suspended and
~ then expelled from the Communist Party.

He saw people in arms demolish a regime of fear and

poverty and take power.in their own hands. He saw security

Just ten days later, a joint
consultative meeting at
which all unions were repre-
sented, accepted unanimous-
ly British Coal’s cut-back

proposal, including the Com-

rie closure.

Naturally the Stalinists
will point to the fact that the
cut-backs have been
accepted by miners and

police atrocities — and the people’s terrible revenge. ,
Then he watched appalied as a nation’s new-born freedom

was relentlessly crushed.

Peter Fryer's eye-witness account, first published in
December 1956, had an immediate impact, bringing home to
many things which they wished were not true.

Thirty years later his Hungarian Tragedy, now published by
New Park Publications with a new introduction by the author,
still stands as a mode! of journalistic insight and integrity and

iS as vailuable now as it was in 1956.
Published on October 23 1986

Price £2.95
ISBN: 0 86151 072 6

New Park Publications Ltd.
10-12 Atlantlc Road, London SW9 8HY

01-274-8342

Bolton is ratting on Scottish fight

there has been no shortage of
volunteers for redundancy.

But this must be played
against the background of

years of their snivelling

cowardice in front of man-
agement provocations and
the threat to the Scottish

-coalfield.

When miners occupiled
Kinneil in December 1982,
Mick McGaghey travelled to
the pits three times to ask
them to call it off and the

word went out on the Stalin-

ists’ grapevine to torpedo a
sympathy strike.
When management de-

- liberately flooded Bogside a

year later, Bolton was on the
premises as water filled the
pits and men were ordered to

leave.

Stalinist NUM officials en-

couraged acceptance of

“transfers from Cardowen as
the pit leaders there fought
stubbornly against closure in
1983 and even in the months
leading up to the miners
strike, Monktonhall and then
Polmaise were then left by
Bolton and Co to battle on
single handed.

The Stalinists carried on
their wretched method of
dissipating militancy and
limiting the miners to pro-
test gestures throughout thlS
time.

Now, as the prospect of
action reappears in other
coalfields for the first tlme
since the strike, Scottish p
villages are dealt double blt-
ter biows.

The bitter lesson of the

‘strike — that every workers’
struggle which challenges

the ruling class will be

opposed and obstructed by
the reformist and Stalinist
leadership — must be spelt
out again.

‘We are reaping the re-
ward of not getting support
during the strike’, com-
mented Bob Young. |

‘People said they were
doing collections for us,

which were gratefully re-

ceived — but it was like
strawing a drowning man
when he needed a whole tree
trunk to hang on to.

‘Of course it was right to
strike, otherwise they could
have closed 70
would have been out of the
industry without a fight.

‘If nothing else we slowed
the process up.

‘The only bad bit of judge-

pits and men

ment was that we did not
make allowances for the sup-

port we did not get.

‘The TUC sat on its back-
side; instead of giving good

strong leadership they left it
to individual unions.

‘Of course they are not
empowered to call strikes,
but, as the senior body of the
movement it was their re-
spon31b111ty to pass the word
down the line that people
should hit the tiles.

‘They did the opposite.
‘The result is that the

trade - union movement is’

more or less disunited.
‘I don’t believe anything

like the miners strike will

happen again unless the TUC
gets its act together and

c.organises as it should orga-

nise.’

® Young pointed out that
while trades unionists are
holding out hopes of change
under a Labour governent,
the Labour and TUC leaders
have already made it clear

~ they intend to continue

aspects of Tory policy re-

garding union law, nuclear
- power etc.

' LISTINGS

ALTERNATIVE BOOKFAIR

New and secondhand books -

and pamphlets, including
Trotskyist material. Saturday
September 20, 11am to

5.30pm, Conway Hall, Red
Lion Square, London WC1.

NON-STOP PICKET OF
SOUTH AFRICA HOUSE. For
the release of Nelson Mandela
and all political prisoners Iin
South Africa. For sanctions
against the racist South Afri-
can government. Outside
South Africa House in Trafai-
gar Square, London. Orga-

nised by City of London Anti- -

Apartheid.

BENEFIT FOR THE FREE
THE GUILDFORD FOUR
CAMPAIGN. Thursday
September 25, 7.30pm. The
William Morris Club, 267 The
Broadway, Wimbledon SW19.
Featuring Leon Rosselson,
Maria Tolly, Schooners ng
(Irish Traditional Music),
SOGAT Singers (songs from
Wapping). Compered by Pat-
rick Cunnane (Ragged Trou-
sered Cabaret). Plus a speak-

er from the Guildford Four
Campaign. Tickets £3 (£1.50
concessions).

FREE THE GUILDFORD
FOUR PICKET OF THE
HOME OFFICE. Monday
October 6, 5pm-6pm. Qutside
the Home Offtce Queen
Anne’'s Gate, _London SWi1.

SOCIALIST ACTION: BUILD-
ING AN ALLIANCE FOR

SOCIALISM. Weekend

November 22/23, in London, a°
major political event with
speakers, debates and discus-

- sions. Details from PO Box 50,

London N1 2XP.

INTERNATIONAL SYMPO-
SIUM. Workshops and forums
on the theme of an alternative
socialist strategy in- Europe.
October 17-19, Kingsway Prin-
ceton College Sidmouth
Street, London WC1. Details
from Symposium, PO Box 503,
London N1 1YH.

BUILDING WORKER
NATIONAL MEETING. Satur-
day 20 September, 12 noon-
5p.m. The Union Tavern,

Kings Cross Road, London
WC1 (corner Lloyd Baker

WORKERS REVOLUTIONARY PARTY

PUBLIC LECTURES

All on Thursday evenings
start 8.00pm sharp
- The Shaw Theatre
Euston Road, London WC1

PHILOSOPHY AND SOCIALISM

Lecturer: Cyril Smith

September 25 - Knowledge and the labour process
October 2 - What is a human being

To be followed by classes on
Marxist Political Economy - G Pilling

The State and Revolution

- B Archer

The Revolutionary Party - D Bruce

Street). Agenda: 1) Job Re-
ports. 2) Internal UCATT
Democracy and Rules Revi-
sion. 3) Building worker paper
sales and organisation, elec-
tion of Treasurer, Secretary
and Editorial committee. All
building workers welcome.

INTERNATIONAL CONFER-
ENCE: RACISM. The spectre

| hauntln% Europe. Aston Uni-
|

versi rmingham, 2 Novem-
ber 1986 Speakers from anti-

- racist organisations in France,

Germany and other European
countries, as well as Workers
Against Racism and other Brit-
ish anti-racists.

PALESTINE AND ISRAEL
See for yourself, and meet the

eople. Join a tour with a
difference. Jerusalem and
Peace Services, 13, Goodwin
St. N4,
brochure.

‘ESCAPE FROM GENO-
CIDE’. Video on Tamil re-
fugees, produced by Tamil
Women's League. Conway:
Hall, Red Lion Square, London
WC1, 27 September, 7pm.

- 12 noon to 4pm,
Red Lion Square, London -
- WC1. No creche.

(01—226-7050) for

Funded by GLC Women's
Committee.
4630, 226 2367.

CONFERENCE for all groups
and individuals to increase co-
ordination of opposition to the
Public Order Bill, organise the
‘Saturday After’ march, dis-
cuss subsequent tactics and

action. Organised by Cam-
paign Against Police Flepres-
sion, Sunday September 28,
onway Hall,‘

SUBVERSIVES' SPON-
SORED STROLL Round
State Surveillance Sites.
Organised by Campaign
Against Police Repression,

- Saturday September 27. Meet
12 noon outside Imperial War

Museum (Lambeth North
Tube) for 10 mile ‘guided’ walk
through central London.

BROCKS FIREWORKS
PICKET by the United Cam-
paign on Plastic Bullets, Octo-

ber 6, Dumfries (address and

time to foliow).

PUBLIC MEETING
AND DISCUSSION

1974

The events surrounding the expulsion of|

Alan Thornett from the WRP

October 12, 1pm - 6pm
East Oxford Community Centre
Princes Street, Cowley Road
OXFORD

Session 1. MEETING

Speakers: Alan Thornett

1pm - 3pm

" From WRP (to be announced)
Chair: Steve Howgate (Oxford & Swindon WRP)
- Break
Session2 DISCUSSION 4pm - 6pm
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