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Wales miners must reject six-day working!

SCARGILL DEFENDS

'NATIONAL UNION

SOUTH WALES miners must throw
out their union leaders’ attempt to
impose British Coal’s ultimatum:
accept severe worsening of working
conditions or the new Margam pit will

To whip miners into line, British Coal are
threatening to divert capital elsewhere, which
would affect construction costs and undermine
the viability of the project.

British Coal’s ultima-
tum, to be discussed at
this weekend’s delegate
conference of South
Wales miners, involves:
® A six-day working week
® Rotating three shifts
{(days, afternoons, and
nights) XL
@® The imposition of six
8-hour shifts in any one
week.

The National Union of
Mineworkers ‘is presently
committed to a reduction in
the working week, an aim
that would be seriously
undermined if the Margam
conditions are accepted.

British Coal want this deal
so that they can enforce a
worsening of conditions
throughout the British coal-
fields.

Durham miners are in-
censed at the South Wales
action in negotiating an
agreement that will alter the
five-day week agreement.

Attempts by British Coal
in Durham to change the
shift pattern at Wearmouth
colliery resulted in a resolu-
tion being put at the last
national conference stating
that any change to the five-
day week agreement would
be a national question.

Gordon Argument,
Durham Mechanics delegate
from Wearmouth told Work-
ers Press:

‘If the South Wales area
sign an agreement that con-
travenes the five-day week
agwament they will be doing
exaCuy whd South Der-
byshire @i why, th ey signed

the incentive woament in

1975. .

“They will undet . .
national union and l'-“ﬂ'st .
making it impossIDiTe o
other areas .suchfis
ourselves to resist chak
in our shift patterns.

‘South Wales must desis,

[ BY TRAVIS GOULD |

Visiting the Gwent coal-
field recently, Scargill spoke
out publicly against British
Coal’s Margam blackmail.

Des Dutfield, president.of
the South Wales miners, has
lined up against Scargill. At
first he covered himself by
saying that a national agree-
ment would have to be made
before the new pit could
open. But the South Wales
executive has now moved
away from this position with
Dutfield strongly recom-
mending acceptance of six-
day working at Margam.

Dutfield claims this will
not affect existing contracts
of employment for the rest of
the industry. He argues that
the South Wales miners
should decide on the possibil-
ity of more jobs coming to
the area.

The scrapping of national
deals and their replacement
by area negotiations —

~which many of Scargill’s
opponents want — marks a
dangerous step back to the
old Miners’ Federation
which ended with nationa-
lisation.

Many miners are rightly
sceptical about Margam
offering more jobs. They
claim that pits in other areas
might close, cancelling out
any jobs gained.

British Coal argues that
Margam is exclusively a
South Wales project, where
the market for coal produced
is centred on local steel
works and would not affect
national issues.

They also claim that the
countries exporting coal to
South Wales, and with which
the Board will be competing,
already work a six-day —
some even a seven-day —
week.

Miners, with their history

or suffer the consequential of international solidarity,

damage to the na
union.’

The South Wales NUM
hiding behind the
leaders are o gscailf:)_ Hjm:(l)
ill enter the coaliield U
:égotiate at Margam. This is
charlatanism. It 1s the unl(t)ln
right wing, together with t g
Stalinists, who have (.)pp.osed
Arthur Scargill’s principle
refusal to contemplate re(i
conciliation with Lynx an

threat that

Prendergast.

tional vill not wear this. The big-

it coal exporters to South
tres are Poland (where
seq unions are suppres-
tradwwuth Africa (where
oppreions are violently
(whered) and the US
carried 9n-busting was
major attayng before the
Britain). nthgNUM in

Delegate
weekend’s cO this
a clear duty to thee havye

NUM to throw ouM of the
orop-
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osed deal, and to negotiate
an alternative acceptable to
the union as a whole.

Far bigger issues than
agreements in the South
Wales field are at stake. The
future of the union and its
leadership are at the centre
of the growing conflict be-
tween Scargill and his oppo-
nents on the union executive.

@ Scottish miners’ secret-
ary Eric Clarke is reported
to have told South Wales offi-
cials that he will, if elected
NUM vice-president next
week, ‘restrain’ Scargill
from intervening to defend
national agreements in
cases such as Margam.

According to ‘The Inde-
pendent’, Clarke is opposed
to the NUM national lead-
ership ‘interfering in nego-
tiations which should proper-
ly be handled by the area
affected’.

Isolate

Clarke is regarded by the
right-wing and Communist
Party Stalinists alike as the
man to isolate Scargill in the
national leadership.

Clarke is a member of the
Labour Party national ex-
ecutive. But it is no secret
that he works closely with
the ‘Euro-communist’ wing

of the Communist Party
which, since the 1984-5
strike, have become the
most determined opponents
of Scargill’s leadership.

Not surprisingly, backing
for Clarke in the vice-
presidential election —
which takes place on 17
March — has come from re-
tiring vice-president Mick
McGahey in a specially-
published issue of the ‘Scot-
tish Miner’.

He writes of Clarke: ‘Criti-
cally for our industry he has
the ear of the (Labour Party)
leadership.’

In a thinly-veiled attack on
Scargill, McGahey goes on:
‘Eric’s propesals make a
thoughtful, sensible prog-
ramme. They might not grab
the headlines but any fool
can do that by saying some-
thing sensational.’

Hostility between
McGahey and Scargill first
developed during the 1984-
1985 strike. While Scargill
forcefully supported mass
picketing, and defended min-
ing communities from the
police invasions, McGahey
and George Bolton, his suc-
cessor as Scottish NUM
president, opposed such
militant tactics.

® Miners from Durham will
lobby the South Wales dele-
gate conference on Sunday
in opposition to the proposed
Margam deal.
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" Labour-Unionist

OFFICIAL Unionist MP
Harold McCusker has been
told by Labour back-
benchers that his party
could help keep a Kinnock
government in power.

McCusker, MP for Upper
Bann in the the occupied six
counties of Ireland, said last
week: ‘1 was reminded by
one or two of the Labour
MPs of the role | played in
1979.” At that time, Unionist
MPs voted for Callaghan and
enabled him to survive a
vote of confidence.

Now all the Unionist fac-
tions, from those believing
in ‘UDI’ to the hardened
loyalists to Britain, are un-
ited on one thing: their
opposition to Thatcher. The
breach between them and
the British Tories is deeper
than ever.

Clearly this is seen as an
opportunity to get support
from the Unionists in the
event of a ‘hung’ parliament

| by some Labour MPs.

ich ones? Labour Party
members should ask).
McCusker is enthused by
his unofficial contacts. He
appeared on Channel 4 last
week, railing against Thatch-
er — and contrasting her
unfavourably with Labour
Prime Ministers.

Clement Attlee, he re-

pact?

minded viewers, guaranteed
support to the loyalists
when the 26-county Irish Re-
public was formed in 1949;
he also mentioned James
Callaghan, who conspired
with Michael Foot, chief
whip at the time, to increase
the parliamentary repre-
sentation for the six coun-
ties to 17 seats.

McCusker says if a Labour
government stuck by the
Anglo-lrish agreement he
‘clearly would not be in-
terested’ in supporting it.
Labour spokesman on
Northern Ireland, Peter
Archer, says there is ‘de-
finitely no prospect of any
kind of a deal with the Un-
ionists’, and that Labour
have no proposals to alter
the agreement. Who then are
the back-benchers who
clearly take a different view?

The Labour leadership are
going to do nothing to dis-
mantle the diseased six-
county statelet, which relies
on fascist violence, discri-
mination and a bloated state
apparatus to keep going.
The fact that McCusker is
drooling with enthusiasm
about the Labour Party is
one more proof of it.

LEYLAND LOBBY

i

SAVE THE
BRITISH
REST

T

orkers from Austin Rover lobbied parliament last Wednesday against the sell-off to A ré: 60 per cent to DA
nd 40 per cent to Leyland. The union leadership are in favour of accepting a 50-50 ownership deal.
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Greenwich
Signals

ALL serious workers will think carefully about
the Greenwich by-election debacle in which the
Labour Party lost a seat it had held since the
end of World War II.

For many sections of the Left, the loss of this
once-safe Labour seat will be seen as a disaster.
This is not the position of Workers Press.

Let us clear up one thing. Blame for the defeat
on the dirty smear tactics of Tory pressmen is
beside the point: that is what they are paid to do.
Not only is it nonsense, it is hypocrisy because
the campaign against the Labour candidate was
initiated not by the Tories but by Kinnock and
his friends, even before she was selected.

Considerable Tory support for the victorious
SDP is no surprise. The fact is that reformist
crawling before the Tories will never win the
middle class. The most important thing to
remember about the SDP leaders is that they
came from the same social-democratic stable
as Kinnock and Hattersley. Owen, Jenkins and
Shirley ‘Williams were in the group that led the
fight to rid the Labour Party of Clause Four, to
undermine the unilateralist fight inside Party
and to tie it securely to the immediate interests
of US imperialism.

The Owen-Jenkins SDP merely sets the pace
for social-democracy as a whole. It was entirely
predictable that the Greenwich result should be
a signal for stepping up Kinnock’s campaign
against the Labour Left.

For some 80 years the Labour Party, formed
by the trade unions, has been the centre of
working-class politics. Through two world wars
and several periods of economic crisis the
Labour leaders have kept the working-class
movement safe for capitalism. It is no exag-
geration to say that, throughout this period of
decline of British imperialism, the Labour Par-
ty has been the most important prop of the
British capitalist state.

That prop is crumbling. The industrial dis-
putes of the last period — the miners’ strike, the
battle at Wapping — have been characterised by
profound distrust and hostility of workers for
the trade union leaders. The collapse of much of
British manufacturing together with the grow-
ing parasitism of British imperialism are now
finding their expression in the political field.

New layers of the working class are showing
their deep contempt for this craven, bankrupt
Labour leadership. The miners’ strike, especial-
ly, brought many workers and youth into a
direct political struggle against the capitalist

~ state for the first time. Wapping repeated this

experience. Young people — at school, in the
colleges and in the dole queues — feel particu-
larly bitter, blaming the Labour and trade union
leaders no less than Thatcher for unemploy-
ment.

Sections of the middle class who were sup-
posedly attracted by Kinnock’s respectable im-
age, have demonstrated in Greenwich once
again that they are in fact repelled by it. In the
past, millions of workers were prepared to vote
Labour automatically. Those days are gone for
good. - ‘

Those whose thinking is imprisoned within the
old forms of trade-union militancy plus par-
liamentary Labour politics must naturally draw
the most pessimistic conclusions from these
changes. We do not. The crisis of social demo-
cracy — which has deepened continually espe-
cially since the appearance of the SDP — is a
precondition for the building of an alternative
revolutionary leadership in the working class.

Greenwich has served to indicate once more
the great vacuum of leadership in*the working
class. It has opened up new possibilities for the
Workers Revolutionary Party, possibilities

...........................

Outrage at Shaw

Inquiry result

THREE HUNDRED
students and other
young people demon-
strated in Manches-
ter on Monday
against the decision
to charge Steven
Shaw with trying to
pervert the course of
justice.

They marched from
Manchester Students’
Union to the main Bootle
Street police station in
the city centre.

The prosecution by the
Director of Public Prosecu-
tions follows a Police Com-
plaints Authority inquiry
into the policing of Leon Brit-
tan’s visit to Manchester
University Students’ Union
on 1 March 1985.

The DPP has also decided
to prosecute three police-
men: two for perjury and

[ FROM A MANCHESTER CORRESPONDENT |

one for assault.

Manchester University
Students’ Union has express-
ed outrage at the result of
the inquiry:

‘Despite overwhelming
evidence condemning police
behaviour on 1 March 1985,
the PCA feels able to bring
charges - against just three
constables, two of which are
for charges of lying in court.

‘We have now learnt that
the DPP is in the process of
serving a summons on
Steven Shaw for attempting
to pervert the course of jus-
tice (a very serious offence):

‘Steven is at the centre of
the allegations of police bru-
tality and subsequent har-
rassment. His complaints
and evidence have not only
been totally rejected but he
now faces prosecution for ex-
ercising his basic right to
sgeak out against unaccept-
able police action.’

Steven Shaw was one of

hundreds of students who
assembled on the steps of the
Students’ Union building to
demonstrate against the
policies of the then Home
Secretary, Leon Brittan,
who had been invited to
speak by the University Con-
servative Society. Police
attacked the demonstration
and broke it up.

Students were kicked,
thrown down the steps, and
dragged by the hair. One of
the most seriously injured
was Sarah Hollis, who was
thrown down the steps after
Leon Brittan had entered the
building.

Steven Shaw helped. in the
campaign to publicise police
brutality and defend those
who had been arrested. He
helped Manchester City
Council’s police monitoring
unit to take statements from
witnesses.

He and his friends were
subjected to continual

LSE occupation

ends

OVER 300 students

occupying the London

Schaol of Economics
were ordered out by
police and bailiffs on
Tuesday after the Direc-
tor secured court injunc-
tions against them.

The students had been
occupying the Connaught
House building for over a
week, calling for disinvest-
ment of LSE funds from
South Africa.

LSE student Jerry She-
vills, one of the co-
defendants in the court case,
told Workers Press that the
occupation of the adminis-
trative part of LSE started
with about 40 or 50 students
and grew very rapidly. The
occupation held meetings ev-
ery day.

‘We gained support from
Birmingham, Leeds, and
Dundee universities and
most of the London polys and
colleges’, he went on.

‘But more important was
the international support we
got, from anti-apartheid
activists in Sweden, Holland,
Japan, West Germany, the
Soviet Union, and Ireland,
two groups in the USA, and
the black students’ union in
South Africa.

‘We have also had support
from the Hanger’s workers
in dispute, who came down
with their banner. I was in

court for three hours while
500-600 students lobbied out-
side.

‘After the bailiffs moved in
we marched out peacefully
to the South African
embassy.’

Later that day an execu-
tive general meeting of the
union was held to discuss
how to carry the campaign
forward. About 300 studénts
attended.

After heated discussion it
was decided to continue

boycotting the lectures and
picket all the academic gov-
ernors.

It was decided to give
them until 10 March, and if
the negotiations failed there
would then be all-out action
and reoccupation of the
building.

The students have the sup-
port of 75 per cent of the

lecturers for the disinvest- -

ment campaign; about 50 to
60 per cent supported the
occupation.

Despair of jobless youth

" TWO unemployed young

people in Manchester
committed suicide re-
cently.

The father of Glyn Roberts
blamed dole queue despair
for the tragedy.

Glyn and his best friend
Louis McDonnough were
found gassed in a car parked
in-woodland at Worsley. A
hose led from the exhaust
pipe through a car window
and the engine was left run-
ning.

Thomas Roberts told the

‘Manchester- Evening -

News’: ‘I have seen similar

[ BYSTUARTCARTER |

cases in the newspapers that
have happened in other parts
of the country and it is all
part of the general scene in
which the youth of today
have to live.’
© ‘For youngsters, a job is a
passport to society. Without
that passport you’'re treated
like a nobody — a bum.
‘Neither of these lads had
one. But they weren’t bums.

They were both trying to find

work and simply.couldn’t get
it. :

‘Glyn went for a job as
tyre fitter last week and ty
said they would let him Xhe
by last Friday if he lany-
job. He hadn’t hez have
thing and that we’
been the final st in wip

Louis had pty after 5
the Roberts 4m and had
row with h’0y the DHSS
just been-ployment pe-
that his¢ell stopped be-
nefit } didn’t have 4
causit address.
perwo bodies were f,

-hoolchildren. on ?ﬁgg
~to St Marks School.

h:g;'er tha
of buying the drugs private}
except that many of A
only availab T e dre
tion!

harassment and intimida-
tion by police officers. His
house was broken into and he
was interrogated for five
hours, strip-searched, and
subjected to an internal body
search which resulted in his
requiring hospital treatment
for a ruptured anal passage.

Later he was beaten up by
officers who stubbed a
cigarette out in his face and
left 'him unconscious and
badly injured.

Zak Mockton, general
secretary of Manchester
University Students’ Union,
told Workers Press: ‘We ha-
ven't read the 45,000-word
report because it is sub
judice. The summary sug-
gests that it was the non-co-
operation with the investiga-
tions that held up the report.

‘It is ludicrous to suggest
this since they had 15 months
and the DPP have had the
report for seven months.

‘It is only another way to
divert attention. We have al-
ways called for a public in-
quiry- and our call has been
supported by Manchester
City Council, Manchester
University Council, and
Amnesty International.

‘We are not going to give
legitimacy to this sort of re-
port. It is just a whitewash.
We want to know from the
police what is it they fear
from an independent in-
quiry.’

Councillor Tony MecCar-
dell, chair of Manchester’s
Police Monitoring Unit, said
he too was .outraged by the
result of the police investiga-
tion:

‘Steven’s only crime has
been to speak out against
police brutality. He has had
to flee the country because of
what he has suffered . Yet
Steven’s nightmare ordeal is
far from over as a result of
the DPP’s action.

‘I believe this decision has
been made to deter other
people from challenging
what they feel to be police
injustice. Manchester City
Council, along with the Uni-
versity Students’ Union and
the Justice for Steven Shaw
Campaign, will work
tirelessly to see that justice
is done.’

This is not the first time
Manchester poliee have pro-
secuted someone for com-
plaining about them. In 1985
Jackie Berkeley, a young
black woman from Moss
Side was charged with wast-
ing police time by alleging
that she had been raped by
police officers in a police
station.

THE savage rise in prescription
charges — up to £2.40, twice
the inflation rate — must =~
opposed throughout the tking
_ class movemit.
~abour government
st brBrced to abofisn o
such ?sﬁi% whichhare a crip-
R N on the
Pintge earners, -0 4N
Io’w! 979, when Thatcher came
office, charges were 20p per
«€m and have risen 12-fold in

the last seven years,

Charges are ver
ofte
n would be¥he cos':

le on prescrip-

There is also enormous was-

tage costing ‘tens of miil
s millions
pggpddns‘, according to Petgrf
an, assistant g
of the Pharmaceyt Senvics

ical Services

Negotiating Committee.

To overcome the hi
gh cost of
the charges! doctors” tend tg
write prescriptions for longer
periods. In that way about 10 per

cent of the drugs - ‘
never useg, s “supplied ate
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EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW

TERRY FRENCH IS OUT!

Terry French outside Deal miners’ welfare club

KENT MINER Terry French was jailed at the end of the miners’ strike.
Throughout the year-long strike he was amongst the most deter-
mined fighters against Tory plans to destroy jobs and break up
mining communities. In this interview with CHRIS McBRIDE Terry
explains why he was jailed, discusses the lessons of the strike and
the present situation in the National Union of Miners.

WHAT significance do you see
in your jailing?

WHEN the autopsy was done on
the strike . . . it became clear to
me that I was jailed for such a long
time to deter others from the vio-
lence that was escalating at the
time . . . violence that was perpe-
trated by the police. It was a gut
reaction from the miners that they
responded the way they did.

My only importance is that my
trial came up at the right time to
more or less tell the people — and
the working class of this country —
that if you don’t toe the line, this is
what’s going to happen to you.

I was a bit naive when I went to
court but looking back at the evi-
dence I've collected since, there
was definitely a job done on me
and Chris (Tazey). The same can
be said for Mike Hicks. He wasn’t

sent to prison for punishment, he
was sent to keep him out of the
way.

At the time I went to jail it was
obvious to me that we weren’t
going to win it because of the
attitude of the TUC. The way I look
at it is that they were frightened of
Scargill, of calling for a general
strike or giving us any concrete
help. If we had won that strike then
Scargill would be, in their termi-
nology, the top man. He would
have the most credit, he would be
the working-class hero and they
were not prepared to see it.

I still believe that Arthur Scar-
gill is one of the few trade union
leaders who cares about the work-
ing class. The likes of Willis, Bas-
nett and the latter-day ones like
Eric Hammond don’t give a damn
about us. They’ve got a nice little

THE FIGHT AGAINST DEPORTATIONS
Baba has a

set-up, their membership fees are
rolling in, and that’s all they want.
In a nutshell they are part of the
hierarchy — part of the state.

DO YOU consider the miners’
strike ended in defeat?

IN THE short term I see it as a
defeat. Not for people in my own
generation, but for anybody in the
50 or upwards generation. In the
long term I think it has done some
good. 'm a believer in the old
adage that there is no substitute
for struggle.

ON THE forthcoming NUM vice-
presidential elections, French
spoke about the role of Euro-
Stalinist Mick McGahey:

I CAN remember McGahey stand-
ing up at the TUC conference in
1975 when the Shrewsbury picket
Des Warren was in prison. He

" said: ‘If that had been a miner in

prison, he wouldn’t be in there
now, we soon would have had him
out.’

It shows you how empty his
words were. Mick did start off as a
union leader with the interests of

the working class at heart, but he
hasn’t any more and I’'m afraid at
the moment, what he’s advocating
in Clarke is just a successor to
what he has become.

FRENCH believes the scab UDM
is crumbling:

Only this week we’ve seen the
winders in Notts are back in COSA
and that is a major breakthroush. I
don’t think Lynk and his cohorts
have got long to go. Even now
they’re already saying the honey-
moon is over. I don’t know about
honeymoons; they’re heading for
the divorce courts. ‘I'hey are
finished but we’ve got to make sure
it is the ordinary members’ in-
terests that are represented and no
longer these barons in the coal-
fields. ’

HE had clear opinions on a fu-
ture Labour government.

THE FIRST thing is the total rein-
statement of all the sacked and
vietimised miners. That is a must
— not just for the well-being and
the benefit of the NUM, but for its
survival.

Durham has always been centre
of the road. The roles have been
reversed. Durham is the new Kent.
They are the new militants and
they are showing the way. I don’t
like to say it, but they are and all
credit to them. If ever they want
my help then they’ll get it!

FRENCH spoke about the inter-

national implications of the

struggle of British trade union-
ists.

ONE OF the biggest things is to go
international. The companies have
gone multinational and so should
we. If the T&G called their mem-
bers out, it wouldn’t cause a dent.
They are multinational companies,
we need multi-national unions. It
doesn’t take more than four hours
these days to organise a strike
from one end of the country to the
other. .

_Because of that we’ve got to go
international. In the NUM now
you’ve got Yorkshire, Kent, Wales.

We ought to be talking about South

Africa, France, Britain: they’re
our new areas.

TERRY spoke warmly in praise
of his wife Liz. v

SHE’s a diamond. Through the
strike she’s become politicised.
She knows what her role is sup-
posed to be in life and so do I —
that’s a slave. I'm not prepared to
go back to those days and neither is
Liz, nor a lot of my comrades in
Kent. As a mate there is none
better than my girl.

RELEASE
JAILED

TRADE
UNIONISTS

DEAN HANCOCK: Oakdale — Eight
year sentence. Gartree maximum
security prison, nr Market Harborough,
Leicester

RUSSELL SHANKLAND: Taff Merth-
yr — Eight year sentence. Gartree
maximum security prison, nr Market
Harborough, Leicester

DURHAM MINERS
GARY BLACKMORE: Murton — Two
year Youth Custody from December
1985
MICHAEL STEPHENSON: Wear-
mouth — Three years from June 1986.
RF8756 HM Prison Acklington, Mor-
peth, Northumbria
JOHN MATTERSON: Murton — Two
years, three months Youth Custody
from December 1985

Kent police:
new look

THE Kent police corruption inves-
tigation took a new turn last week
when a woman came forward claim-
ing to have more information on the
allegations. The police were then
forced to re-open the investigation.

Previous efforts to investigate
allegations by serving officer PC
Ronald Walker that criminals were
encouraged to own up to crimes they
had not commited have been
thwarted because vital files myster-
iously disappeared from police
headquarters.

Deceit

A spokesman said last week:
‘With one exception, the original
copies of the statements containing
admissions to these offences which
were the subject of PC Walker’s

. complaint have vanished without

trace.

‘It has not been possible to discov-
er whether those statements were
lost or destroyed, nor has it been
possible to establish whether, if they
were destroyed, this was done by
accidents, or deliberately and by
whom.’ they added. .

Walker later made further allega-
tions about corruption and the inves-
%gation was extended to the whole of

ent.

right to stay

[ BY JOSEPHINE BARRIE |

BABA BAKHTAURA, a Pun-
jabi folk musician who has
been living in Birmingham
since 1979 and has been fac-
ing deportation since 1982,
will have his case heard again
by the Immigration Appeals
Tribunal on 17 March.

Throughout five years of
vigorous campaigning by the
Baba Bakhtaura Defence
Campaign and the Asian com-
munity, his case has been
taken to all the courts in the
land, right up to the House of
Lords.

On 26 June 1986 the Lords
ruled in Baba’s favour and
directled_rthe Immigration
Appeals Tribunal, appointed
by the Home Office, to hear
the case again.

The Lords ruled that the
adjudicator was wrong when

he did not consider the in-
terest of the Asian community
as a relevant factor in decid-
ing whether deportation was
the proper course to follow in
this case.

Baba is one of more than
3,000 Black people who face
deportation in 1987 under
brutal racist immigration laws
implemented not just by the
Tories but also by previous
Labour governments.

Visa controls were
introduced as yet another
weapon in the attack against
black people.

The Baba Bakhtaura De-
fence Campaign have orga-
nised a picket of tribunai
at 10a.m. on 17 Marth outside
Thanet House in the Strand.

@ For further details contact:

Baba Bakhtaura Defence
Campaign, c/o 101 Villa Road,
Handsworth, Birmingham.

[ BYSUEGWYER |

INCREASING support for the
Viraj Mendis Defence Campaign
was shown by the vast array of
speakers at the public meeting
called by the London support
group on 2 March.

Viraj Mendis has been in
sanctuary for two months in the
Church of the Ascension,
Hulme, Manchester.

Represented on the platform
were the City of London Anti-
Apartheid group as well as the
national Anti-Apartheid Move-
ment in the form of the Rev.
David Haslam.

Black Women for Wages for
Housework spoke of the need
for a national anti-deportation
movement and stressed that de-
portation cases should not have
to be fought one by one.

Phil Marston, from Queen
énne's Gate branch of the

PSA, reported growing opposi-
tion within the Home Office to
Viraj's deportation, in response
to the regular Friday afternoon
pickets.

David Williams, whose wife
was deported to Ghana in May
1986, thanked the VMDC for
giving him the inspiration to fight
to overtum the Home Office
decision.

A message of solidarity from
Viraj was read out, and it was
reported that a stone had been

- Support grows for Viraj

thrown through a window in the
church where he has taken re-
fuge, wrapped in a note thre-
atening: ‘Viraj Mendis you must
go back — either way you die.’

This was signed by the 23A
Society, a small fascist band
named to commemorate Hitler's
birthday and St George’s Day.

Since the attack Anti-Fascist
Action have agreed to help pro-
tect Viraj by taking part in the
24-hour guard mounted on the
church.

All organisations in the Man-

chester area are urged to give
similar help.
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international Women’s Day
every year poses the ques-
tion of the resolution of the
struggles of working class
women around the world for
their emancipation.

This year we can assume a
greater confidence than has
been possible for some time,
for the Workers Revolution-
ary Party’s call for an Interna-
tional conference of Trots-
kyist organisations promises
to begin to resolve the crisis
of the leadership of the
Fourth International and
therefore of the international
working class.

This week’s Workers Press
presents a feature on the
relevance of the international
call to the struggles of
women against their double
oppression. _

International Women’s Day
is also an appropriate time to
report a successful nurses’
strike in" Victoria, Australia
which challenged the rest-
raining ‘Accord’ between the
federal and state Labour gov-
ernments and the trade un-
ion bureaucracy which has
tied the hands of the Austra-
lian working class for three
years.

the women workers. Here they will find i

woman as a wage-earner and a ;
Fourth International should seek bases of support among the
most exploited layers of the working class; consequently, among
ers inexhaustible stores of

?
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This year as the Workers Re-
volutionary Party celebrates
International Women’s Day we
are deeply involved in prepara-
tions for an international con-
ference to build the Fourth In-
ternational.

The two are integrally linked, for
International Women’s Day is the
celebration of the past struggles of
women workers and a time to look
forward to the future and the end of

- our double oppression.

An international conference, cal-
led to discuss the responsibilities of
all Trotskyist organisations in re-
solving the continuing crisis of the
Fourth International is the first
step towards developing an inter-
national Trotskyist leadership cap-
able of leading the world working
class to victory.

Throughout history the struggles
of women to throw off their double
oppression has been an important
part of the struggles of the world
working class towards the over-
throw of capitalism.

The call for this conference was
made possible by the split in the
Workers Revolutionary Party and
the International Committee which
began with the exposure of Healy’s
sexual abuse of women comrades.

This split has opened up new
possibilities for resolving interna-
tionally the crisis of working class
leadership. It has at once exposed
the depth and nature of the crisis in
the Fourth International and cre-
ated the conditions for overcoming
that crisis.

One of the first areas of political
degeneration detected was the de-
nial in theory and practice of the
double oppression of women by the
International Committee.

The results of the refusal to
struggle with this question are only
too painfutly evident. But it is no
coincidence that the repression of
women within the Workers Revolu-
tionary Party, a mirroring of some
of the worst manifestations of
bourgeois repression, was central
to the explosion. ’

Nor is it coincidental that the
gains made for women by the Bol-
shevik Revolution were among the
first of the gains of that revolution
to be destroyed by the Stalinist
regime.

When struggling to build the
Fourth International one of the
important aspects of that work is

the defence of all the gains of the
Bolshevik Revolution. This in-
volves the most bitter struggle
against Stalinism and all those ten-
dencies who capitulate to its
pressure.

We must see the refusal of the
International Committee to take
up the struggle against women’s
oppression in this light. It was a
retusal to defend the gains of the
Russian proletariat against the
attacks which had been waged
against them by Stalinism.

We base the call for an interna-
tional conference of Trotskyists on
the resolutions and theses of the
first four Congresses of the Third
International.

The Comintern ‘Theses on Work
Amongst Women'’ state clearly the
importance of work with women.

‘The Third Congress of the
Comintern in conjunction with
the Second International
Women’s Congress confirms
the decision of the First and
Second Congresses on the ne-
cessity for increasing the work
of all the Communist parties of
the East and West among pro-
letarian women.

‘The masses of women work-
ers must be educated in the
spirit of Communism and so
drawn into the struggle for
Soviet Power and into the con-
struction of the Soviet Labour
Republic. In all countries the
working classes, and conse-
quently the women workers,

- are faced with the problem of
the dictatorship of the pro-
letariat.’

The Theses make it clear to
those who believe that the oppres-
sion of women can be alleviated
through a struggle which shirks
the decisive question of class rule
that it is only through the struggle
of the great working class that the
basis for an end to women’s
oppression will be laid.

‘So long as the power of gov-
ernment is in the hands of the
bourgeois class, the proletariat
has no power to organise pro-
Quction.

“No reforms, no measures,
carried out by the democratic
or socialistic governments .of
the bourgeois countries are able
to save the situation.

‘They cannot alleviate the
sufferings of the working
women and working men.’

The Theses make'it equally clear
to all those who think that this
issue is not fundamental to the
achievement of our goal that they
are mistaken.

‘. .. the Third Congress of
the Communist International
maintains that the conquest of
power by the proletariat, as
well as the achievement of
Communism in those countries
where the capitalist state has
already been overthrown, can
be realised only with the active
participation of the wide mas-
ses of the proletarian and semi-
proletarian women.

‘The interest of the working
class, especially at the present
moment, imperatively de-
mands the recruiting of women
into the organised ranks of the
proletariat, fight for Com-
munism.’

Making clear the international
nature of the problem, section 6 of
the Theses says:

‘Woman’s struggle against
her double oppression (capital-
ism and her home and family
subservience), at its highest
stage of development, assumes
an international character, be-
coming identified with the
struggle of the proletariat of
both sexes under the banner of
the Third International for the
dictatorship of the proletariat
and the Soviet system.’

The second principle for our call
to the international conference is
the Transitional Programme and
the Founding Conference of the
Fourth International.

This document should have been
a lesson to the WRP in its degen-
eration when it says:

‘Opportunist organisations by
their very nature concentrate
their chief attention on the top
layers of the working class and
therefore ignore both the youth
and the woman worker.

‘The decay of capitalism,
however, deals its heaviest
blows to the woman as a wage-
earner and as a housewife.

‘The sections of the Fourth
International should seek bases
of sulqmrt among the most ex-
ploited layers of the working
class; consequently, among the
women workers. Here they will
find inexhaustible stores of de-
votion, selflessness and readi-
ness to sacrifice.’

The third principle is the theory
of permanent revolution and this
too must be applied to women
workers whose double oppression
means their fight involves bringing
their relationship to the means of
production to the same level as
men’s, whilst at the same time
fighting for the communist revolu-
tion which alone will bring the
emancipation of women.

However as we develop our prog-
rammes and strategies to fight for
that revolution it is important that
we develop a programme of work
with women which includes the
minimum, transitional and max-
imum demands necessary to fight
their double oppression.

It is equally important to give
leadership within the ‘women’s
movement’ which is dominated by
bourgeois feminist ideology and
Stalinism, both of which try to
stifle the revolutionary surge of
women by arguing that the plight
of women must be ‘reformed’ with-
in capitalism, before we can fight
for the socialist revolution.

sewife. ‘The sections of the
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A vital principle of our call is the
defence of the conquests of the 1917
October Revolution.

As mentioned earlier, the gains
made for the emancipation of
women by this revolution were
considerable and were among the
fixt'st to be destroyed by the Stalin-
ists.

Describing these gains in ‘Re-
volution Betrayed’ Trotsky said:

‘The October revolution hon-
estly fulfilled its obligations in
relation to woman.

‘The young government not
only gave her all political and
legal rights in equality with
man, but, what is more impor-
tant, did all that it could, and in
any case incomparably more
than any other government
ever did, actually to secure her
access to all forms of economic
and cultural work.’

Recognising that many
burdens faced by aom:=
from the rmie 23 Zezres

of the




of children, the revolution made
this task a social responsibility and
established state services to free

women from the sole burden.

Trotsky describes:

‘The place of the family as a
shut-in petty enterprise was to
be occupied, according to the
plans, by a finished system of
social care and accommoda-
tion: maternity houses,
creches, kindergartens,
schools, hospitals, sanatoria,
athletic organisations, moving-
picture theaters, etc.

‘The complete absorption of
the housekeeping functions of
the family by institutions of the
socialist society, uniting all gen-
erations in solidarity and
mutual aid, was to bring to
woman, and thereby to the lov-
ing couple, a real liberation
{rom the thousand-year-old fet-
ers.’

_ This was an enormous_task, and
necessarily needed a great deal of
experimentation to find appropri-
ate social re-organisation.

Before it. was very far under
way, the Stalinist bureaucracy was
reversing the process. At first it
undertook a conscious policy to run
down the communal kitchens,
laundries ete., so that men and
women preferred to return to own
domestic hearth. Trotsky de-
seribed:

‘But home-cooking and the
home washtub, which are now
half shamefacedly celebrated
by orators and journalists,
mean the return of the workers’
wives to their pots and pans —
that is, to the old slavery.

‘It is doubtful if the resolution
of the Communist International
on the ‘““complete and irrevoc-
able triumph of socialism in the
Soviet Union’’ sounds very con-
vincing to the women of the
factory districts!’

One of the first acts to liberate
women was legalising abortion and
in a sense this issue is symbolic o

¢

- -the regime’s attitudes. . . .. _

Special Report by Lynn Beaton

NURSES TAKE AUSTRALIAN
STRUGGLE FORWARD

With the rise of the Stalinist
bureaucracy abortion was once
again made illegal. The state took
the official position that women
have no right to decline ‘the joys of
motherhood’ in a society which has
no unemployment.

In other words women have no
rights over their own reproductive
activity, they are merely instru-
ments of the state.

The rehabilitation of the family

‘began with attacks on abortion and

quickly became a nauseating re-
flection of the cloistered sen-

‘timentality which the bourgeoisie

of all countries forces on the work-
ing classes.

Trotsky was so horrified by this
process he said: ‘the leaders are
forcing people to glue together
again the shell of the broken fami-
ly, and not only that, but to consid-
er it, under threat of extreme
penalties, the sacred nucleus of
triumphant socialism.

‘It is hard to measure with the
eye the scope of this retreat.’

On this International Women’s
Day as we look forward to rebuild-
ing the Fourth International we
are taking up the struggle to de-
fend the gains made by women in
the Russian Revolution.

In doing so we also take up the
struggle against the betrayals of
the Stalinists in their mislead-
ership of thousands of women who
have come forward over the last 20
years to fight for their emancipa-
tion.

Steered away from revolution-
ary politics by Stalinism many of
these women have been misled into
fighting a gender battle instead of
a class ong.

We look forward to the resolution
of women’s struggle against their
double oppression with the victory
of the world revolution and urge
women to take .this fight into the
revolutionary movement and join

with us in building the Fourth In-
. ternational. - L

NURSES in the State of Vic-
toria, Australia, won a deci-
sive victory after a 50-day
strike in December.

The victory was inspiration-
al to the Australian working
class who, for the past four
years, have had their hands
tied by the ‘Accord’ — an
agreement between the right-
wing Labor government and
the trade union bureaucracies
which limits industrial negotia-
tion to the confines of a central-
ised wage-fixing commission.

In return for agreeing to abide
by the rules of the ‘Accord’, trade

unjonists were promised regular
indexed pay increases to maintain

their wages at a parity with infla-

tion.

However, this has not happened.
In real terms wages have de-
creased by 9 per cent since the
signing of the Accord. Trade union
leaders have had their hands full
trying to contain their members.

Not only have workers had to
suffer a real loss in wages but also
many cutbacks to conditions and
social services by the Federal and
state Labor governments.

Many unions have taken up the
cudgels, but they have either been
too small and isolated to take on
the entrenched bureaucracy, or
stifled by their own leaderships.

In October last year, Victorian
nurses walked out of the hospitals
and began what became an epic
and record-making strike.

Their victory has broken the hold
of the Labor governments, they

) have at last been challenged — and
" by a group of workers who have
.. been seen as among the weakest of

all trade unionists: nurses.

Skilled

Traditionally nurses symbolise
the special exploitation of women
workers. Their work is highly skil-
led, requires a long period of train-
ing, carries the ultimate responsi-
bility of life and death, requires
great physical effort and mental
alertness.

Whatever ‘value’ criteria were
used, nurses should be a well-paid
profession — and yet they are
among the most lowly paid of all
workers. The justification for this,
that they have a ‘vocation’ and
don’t want economic remunera-
tion, is fast losing currency.
Nurses are demanding fair pay for
the work they do.

In Victoria nurses first began to
demand a pay rise in response to a
campaign started by the Austra-
lian Council of Trade Unions’
Working Women’s Centre for ‘com-
parable worth’ — equal pay for
work of equal value.

Although an ‘Equal Pay Act’ was
passed in Australia in 1972, it has
been interpreted by the wage-
fixing bodies to mean only that
those women who worked in
occupations identical with men re-
ceived equal pay. The majority of
women however, are employed in
separate occupations and their pay
rates were not effected by the leg-
islation.

Value

In line with a number of cam-
paigns around the world the ACTU
adopted a policy which stated that
women working in traditional
female occupations should com-
pare the value of their work with
similar ‘male’ occupations.

Nurses began to prepare a case
that on this basis they were under-
paid. However the ACTU lead-
ership, realising the potential for
flow-ons from a successful ‘compa-
rable worth’ case — changed the
focus of the nurses’ case to one of
straightforward work value. .

Much of their case was argued
on the grounds of the changing
nature of nursing due to new tech-
nological development. This iso-
lated the nurses’ case from that of
other women in traditional female
occupations.

Three - years of negetiation and
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manoeuvres by the ACTU, one
short strike in 1985 and one solid
50-day strike in 1987 — and the
Victorian nurses have a new
‘career’ structure which gives
them a large pay increase and
brings them up to the parity of
other para-medical workers.

The nurses’ strike itself brought
to the whole of the Victorian work-
ing class a new front on which to

fight.
Militant

Only months before the strike,
the old union leadership of a right-
wing clique of ex-matrons were
deposed by radical, militant rank-
and-file nurses. The new lead-
ership was not prepared to see any
compromises and was able to sup-
port its members through to the
end.

The strike saw large rank-and-
file participation. Meetings were
held every morning at the union
head office. All nurses were invited
and at least one representative
from each picket line was obliged
to attend. .

Demonstrations and rallies were
held continually, the Labor Gov-
ernment was under constant bar-
rage. .

The ACTU tried to intervene but
were unsuccessful in their
attempts to manoeuvre the ‘naive

Nurses making their point at a march in Victorla Dec. 1986

INTERNATIONAL
WOMEN’S

and inexperienced’ nurses into
accepting a package from the gov-
ernment which fell far short of
their demands.

An interesting feature of ‘the
strike compared with the way in-
dustrial disputes are being handled
here in Britain is that the govern-
ment at one stage brought out the
police to try and stop the nurses
picketing laundry trucks going in
and out of the hospitals.

The whole exercise was com-
pletely unsuccessful and was never
tried again. Rumour has it the
police refused to attack the
nurses, believing they had a fair
and just case. Clearly if the Au-
stralian government want to ape
Thatcher’s use of the state in in-
dustrial disputes they will have to
tighten up the training of their
police force.

Blow

The victory of the nurses has not
only won them a pay increase and
career structure which sets prece-
dence in valuing ‘women’s’ work,
but it also struck a blow against the
government’s proposed cuts to
health care.

Most important of all it has
opened the way for other groups of
workers to break the hold that the
Labor bureaucracies have held
over them.

DAY MARCH

Saturday March 7, meet 11.00 at Tower Hill tube to
march to rally 1.00 at Jubilee Gardens, SE1 with
speakers.

SOLIDARITY

Solidarity with Irish Republican Women. Send solidarity cards
(available 60p for 16 from Women in Troops Out Movement, PO
Box 353, NW5 or phone 609 1743) to the following in Maghaberry
Prison, Old Rd, Upper Ballinderry, Lisburn; Alice Taylor: Dolores
O'Neil: Jennifer McCann; Ellen McGuigan; Cathy Stanton; Patri-
cia McDaid; Marie Wright; Mary McArdie; Pauline Quinn; Jackie
Moore; Anna Moore; Patricia Sempie; Regina Gallagher; Maura
McConville;. And to' Durham Prison, Old Elvet, Durham to Ella
O’dwyer (D25135) and Martina Anderson (D25134). All of them
are subject to the degradation of strip-searches: details of the
campaign against strip-searches from the above address.

e T VU
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS

White House World-Wide Web

Tower brands Teflon™
President

PRESIDENT Ronald
Reagan, once dubbed the
‘Teflon’ president (what-
ever went wrong, it didn’t
stick to him) has been
severely dented by the re-
port of the Tower Com-
mission, which investi-
gated the ‘Iran-
Contragate’ affairs.

Having heard two contra-
dictory versions’ from
Reagan of what he knew ab-
out the secret arms deals
with Iran, ex-Senator John
G.Tower’s review board con-
cluded from the evidence
that Reagan had approved
the transactions in advance
—_ twhether he remembers or
not.

On secret US backing for
the right-wing Contra terror-
ists fighting against Nicar-
agua, funds and arms sent in
defiance of Congress and be-
hind the backs of the Amer-
ican people, Tower’s report
quotes several internal docu-
ments showing Reagan knew
what was going on.

The Commission found
plenty of evidence that
Reagan’s White House
henchmen showed contempt
for their own so-called
‘democratic’ system and dis-
regard for legal restraints.
Its report says it steered
clear of determining ‘cri-
minal culpability’ because
this was outside its brief.

Congressional inquiries
and a criminal investigation
-are still to come.

Tower, a conservative Re-
publican and Reagan sup-

_porter, did his best to avoid

blaming the President out-
right. The report speaks
euphemistically of Reagan’s
‘management style’.

‘I don’t believe that the
president wittingly misled
the American people’, Tower
told reporters, commenting
on Reagan’s public state-
ments last November.

‘I think the president was
convinced of the veracity of
what he was saying.’

The report says Reagan’s
concept of his Iran initiative
‘was not accurately re-
flected in the reality of the
operation.” Or, as Tower
claimed, the President ‘was
not aware of a lot of the
things that were going on.’

If this is the best Reagan’s

Coffee
slump

THE price of coffee — Bra-
zil’s major earner abroad —
slumped to a four-year low
on the international market
last week.

Dealers blamed fear that
Brazil might dump coffee on
the world market in a de-
sperate bid for foreign ex-
change, bringing a down-
ward spiral. Earlier in the
week, US officials tried to
cut Brazil’'s 30 per cent
agreed market quota, saying
they feared price rises.

Brazil recently suspended
interest repayments while it
tries to negotiate a better
deal on its huge $109 billion
foreign debt.

The banks want a new au-
sterity plan to hit workers
and poor peasants. Presi-

dent Sarney fears attemp-
ting it without showing some |
! these murders and six of the

resistance first,

Finance Minister Dilson
Funaro, in London last week,
urged European creditors
should be more independent
of the big US banks. Tory
Chancellor Nigel Lawson
told him Brazil must solve
its problems with the banks,

own political supporters can
say for him, it has not im-
pressed either politicians or
the public. ‘He’ll never again
be the Reagan that he was
before he blew it’, com-
mented a leading Repub-
lican.

The Tower report ‘came
close to picturing him as a
man who sometimes inha-
bited a fantasy land’, com-
mented a ‘New York Times’
analyst. In California, where
Reagan’s rise to the White
House began, a poll showed
three-quarters of the public
believed their President had
been lying.

Evidence in the report
shows Reagan’s top security
aides engaging in political
philosophy, as Robert
McFarlane to Colonel Oliver
North:

‘If the world only knew
how many times you have
kept a semblance of integri-
ty and gumption to US policy
they would make you Secret-
ary of State. But they can’t
know and would complain if
they did — such is the state
of democracy in the late 20th
century.’

The Tower report has also
come across documented
evidence of the international

IN BUNKER, Missouri, Verna Turner,
aged 55, and her husband Robert Ray
Turner have to dig up roots to make a

living.

scope of the Reagan-Contra
conspiracy. For instance:
BRITISH ARMS: A memo
from North to McFarlane in
March 1986 claimed Short
Bros. of Belfast were willing
to assist arrange a deal for
the Contras to receive Blow-
pipe anti-aircraft missiles
and launchers. The company
would also send technical
representatives to show how
to use them.
AID THREATS: Costa Rican
president Arias Sanchez was
threatened US economic aid
would be cut off if he publicly
exposed a secret airstrip
built in his country for the
Contras. Admiral Poindex-
ter told Colonel North ‘You
did the right thing, but let’s
try to keep quiet about it.’
The president of another,
unidentified Central Amer-
ican country — understood
to be Guatemala — provided
‘extraordinary assistance’ in
getting $8 million in weapons
to the Contras in 1985, a
North memo says.

Shortly before this, the

Reagan administration
sought a $30 million increase
in aid to Guatemala.

SAUDI CASH: Testimony
from McFarlane showed $30
million was provided to the
Contras in 1984-5 from ‘per-
sonal funds’ of a foreign offi-
cial. Off-the-record, sources
say this came from the Saudi
royal family. The Sultan of
BRUNEI has been men-
tioned in similar connection,
though he says he wasn’t
aware where the money was
going.

ISRAEL] ARMS: Besides
finding Israel was heavily
involved in the Iran arms
deals, the Tower Commis-
sion found a memo from Col-
onel North that the Israelis
had offered to send military
instructors to train the Con-
tras. (Israeli defence minis-
ter Rabin has denied this.)
' The Tower report con-
firms that Rabin did make a
secret deal with the US to
ship Soviet-manufactured
weapons to the Contras.

[ BY VICTOR STOCKPOLE [

couldn’t even get one of these onion

In the winter, the earth is frozen so hard sacks haif full.’

that it is impossible to harvest the wild

sumac roots.

‘l went out the other day and worked

myself half to death,’ said Verna. ‘| teas and air

Nazi Goes Free

A HAMBURG court has
ruled against proceeding
against the former SS-
Obersturmfuhrer Arnold
Strippel, because of ‘his poor
health’.

Strippel, now 76, was re-
sponsible for the brutal mur-
der by hanging of 20 Jewish
children in April 1945, when
he was in charge of the
Neuengamme concentration
camp in Hamburg.

The children, aged be-
tween 5 and 12, had previous-
ly been abused for medical
experiments such as infec-
tion with TB and other
viruses. At the same time,
Strippel had ordered the
murder of 4 prisoner nurses
and 18 Russian prisoners of
war.
tribunal had investigated

Nazis involyved were sent-
enced to deith.

But Strippel had escaped
the trial by disappearing be-
fore its start. He was recog-
nised in 1949 by an ex-
prisoner and brought to trial,
charged with numerous

and reach agreement with , murders in the concentra-

the IMF.

i tion camps of Buchenwald,

[ BYLSEBAUER |

Natzweiler, Majdanek and
Sachsenhausen, where he
had held leading positions.
As a result he served 20
years in prison. He was re-
leased in 1970.

However, the Hamburg
children murders had not
been taken into account in
this trial. Although charges
were laid against Strippel in
respect of these crimes as
early as 1963, when he was
still in prison, he was not
formally committed for trial
until 1979, 16 years later, and
even then proceedings were
not initiated!

Many protests were made
against the slow justice by
both lawyers and the rela-
tives of the children, who
held their own ‘tribunal’ in
Hamburg last year, in pro-
test.

This latest court ruling,
allowing this murderer to go
scot free, has outraged not
only the children’s families,
ex-prisoners of the Neuen-
gamme camp and many
lawyers, but also the com-
munity at large.

The going rate was 85 cents a pound
for sumac roots, and 50 cents a pound for
the bark, which is used in medication,

fresheners

Arrest warrant
‘amazes’ Vatican

THE VATICAN has expressed ‘amazement’ at the
warrant issued by Milan magistrates for the arrest of
Archbishop Paul Marcinkus, in connection with the

Banco Ambrosianoe affair.

The American archbishop is being charged as ‘an acces-
sory to fraudulent bankruptcy’ in Italy’s biggest bank

failure.

Italian police have been
unable to serve the warrant
because Marcinkus, who
heads the Institute for Reli-
gious Works — the Vatican’s
bank — holds a Vatican di-
plomatic passport and lives
in the papal city.

Banco Ambrosiano was
forced into liquidation with
massive debts in August
1982, two months after its
president, Roberto Calvi,
had been found hanging
from Blackfriars Bridge in
London.

Calvi’s family refused to
accept a British inquest’s
verdict of suicide. A second
inquest returned an open
verdict.

The banker, a member of
the now-banned P2 masonic
lodge, had disappeared from
his Rome flat while prepar-
ing an appeal against convic-
tion for illegal currency ex-
port. He was also due to face
trial on fraud charges.

A few weeks after his body
was found, several major
European banks reported
Banco Ambrosiano had de-
faulted on payments.

Verna Turner worked for nine years at
the Independent Stave Co.; before she

was laid off two years ago she was

making $4.65 an hour.

After that, they suddenly found them-

3 roots.

selves with no way to support them-
selves and were forced to go out into the
Mark Twain National Forest to collect

Old-school tie
Moscow style

WELL-OFF Soviet bureauc-
rats may pay more than
£2,000 — an a worker’s
annual pay — for their child’s
special pre-university tuition,
a Moscow paper has revealed.

Moscow has about ninety
‘special schools’, mostly in
districts where top bureauc-
rats and managers live. A sur-
vey by ‘Moscovskaya Pravda’
found only six per cent of the
pupils in lower forms were
children of manual workers.
By the time the upper forms
were reached, the proportion
could drop to zero.

Equipment

These schools often enjoy
superior equipment not found
in ordinary schools, thanks to
influential parents, the paper
said.

Parents also paid for extra.

tuition to help their youngs-
ters into prestigious places
like the Institute for Interna-
tional Affairs, a way to Fore-

ign Ministry and other careers
with good pay and travel
abroad. -

The Italian authorities
held the Vatican’s- Institute
of Religious Works (IOR)
directly responsible for Ban-
co Ambrosiano’s collapse.

The bank’s Luxemburg-
based overseas holdings
company had lost about
$1,400 million through loans
to Panamanian-registered
companies recommended by
the IOR, and said to be own-
ed by it.

Archbishop Marcinkus
and two of his executives
were asked to come to Milan
and help with inquiries. The
Vatican’s Secretariat of
State returned the letters to
the Italian ambassador,
saying its citizens were not
‘s:,iubject to Italian jurisdic-

on.

No Money

Marcinkus waited until
late October 1982 before
making his first public state-
ment, insisting the IOR had
no involvement in Ambro-
siano companies.

The Vatican said the IOR
itself did not manage the
companies involved, and had
received no money from the
Ambrosiano group.

However, in May 1984, the
Vatican bank signed a deal
with Banco Ambrosiano’s li-
quidators, agreeing to pay
creditor banks up to $250 mil-
lion of a $406 million final
settlement against Calvi’s
bank.

The IOR said it agreed ‘in
recognition of moral involve-
ment’ but ‘on the basis of
non-culpability’.

In recent years, as press-
ure dropped, Marcinkus has
ventured from the Vatican’s
walls, playing golf near
Rome and taking holidays in
the United States.

The American archbishop
could be extradited from the
United States, but Italy has
no extradition treaty with
the Vatican. Under Mussoli-
ni’s 1929 concordat, a Vati-
can statement last week re-
minded Italy, ‘the central
departments of the Catholic
Church are exempt from in-
terference by the Italian
state.’

The statement said news
of the warrants against Mar-
cinkus and two top bank ex-
ecutives had caused ‘amaze-
ment’ in the Vatican, be-
cause it was such a long time
since the Banco Ambrosiano
collapse, and there did not
appear to be any new ele-
ments in the case.

The Vatican rejected com-
plaints from the Milan
magistrates that Marcinkus
had refused to co-operate
with inquiries. It said the
archbishop had offered ‘sub-
stantial’ co-operation, pro-
viding ‘numerous memoran-
da and notes’.

‘Zhivago’ Author
Reinstated

WRITER AND poet Boris Pas-
ternak, best known in the
West as author of Doctor Zhi-
vago, has been posthumously
reinstated in the Soviet Wri-
ters’ Union — thirty years af-
ter his expulsion.

Pasternak, winner of the
1958 Nobel prize for literature,
has been praised in articles in
‘Literaturnaya Gazeta’ by poet
Andrei Voznesensky.

Soviet citizens will be able
to read ‘Zhivago’ for the first
time next year, when it has
been announced to appear in

the literary monthly ‘Novy Mir’
in three or four instalments.

When it first appeared, ‘Zhi-
vago’ and its author were sub-
ject to an official campaign of
hostility. Pasternak died two
years after receiving his
Nobel prize.

Voznesensky, who has de-
scribed Pasternak as ‘a sym-
bol of intellectual freedom’,
hopes to turn the novelist’s
dacha at Peredelkino into a
museum. He is also-preparing
a film on Pasternak, to include
contemporary writers discus-
sing artistic freedom.
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The bodies of yodths after they were rounded up an machine gunned at Othiyamalai village in the district of Mullaitivy

Thatcher’s hand in Sri Lanka war

TORY Prime Minister Thalch-
er is to be questioned about
government backing for a
secret mercenary force of ex-
SAS men that has taken part
in the Sri Lankan govern-
ment’s murderous war on the
Tamil population.

Thousands have been killed

in this racist war. Hundreds of
civilians have been taken
away by the Sri Lankan gov-
ernment’s Special Task Force,
and never seen again. De-
tainees have been tortured,
then forced to dig their own
%l;aves before being executed.

hers have died under inter-
rogation, and their bodies
been burnt.

Sri Lanka’s prime minister
Jayawardene last week ruled
out negotiations with Tamil
freedom fighters, saying the
war must go on. Sri Lankan
forces are blockading the
Jaffna peninsula, stopping
essential supplies . reaching
the population there.

The Special Task Force
was set up in 1984 by a team
of ex-SAS officers. The British
government helped Sri Lank-
a’s Jayawardene regime with
credit for gunboats, and new
coastal radar. But on Foreign
Office advice, a ‘private’

security company was used
as cover for the military team.

The firm, KMS, is headed by
ex-SAS Major David Walker.
It's team in Sri Lanka .has
included an ex-SAS coionel
and adjutant. Mercenaries, in-
cluding South Africans and
racist ex-Rhodesian SAS
thugs have gone to Sri Lanka
on $20,000 a year tax-free
contracts.

The Ministry of Defence re-
portedly supplied new auto-
matic rifles from the Royal
Ordnance factory not yet
available to regular British
Army units.

It is being claimed some
British officers quit the Sri
Lanka assignment, arguing
indiscriminate terror against
the Tamil popuiation had
spoilt chances of success.

This hardly fits Tory gov-
ernment claims that Tamil
refugees had no reason to flee
the sland!

Evidence from the US is
that KMS also sent merce-
naries to join CIA-backed
contras in Central America.
Labour MPs are questioning
Thatcher about meetings
with Major Walker, and
KMS links to government de-
partments.

Marxist Editor

held in Israel

AN ISRAELI court has
refused bail to left-wing
journalist Michael War-
shawsky, one of four peo-
ple arrested when police
raided the Alternative In-
formation Centre (AIC) in
Jerusalem, using ‘anti-
terror’ laws.

Police disclosed during the
magistrates’ court hearing
on 18 February that one
reason for their raid was a
report the Centre was pre-

aring on Israeli torture and
interrogation methods
against Palestinians.

They also admitted they
had been tapping the AIC’s
telephones ‘for a long time’.

The 16 February police
raid came while Israeli
troops were repressing
Palestinian strikes and de-
monstrations in the West
Bank and Gaza.

Set up in 1985, the Alterna-
tive Information Centre pro-
vides information for jour-
nalists and visitors on condi-
tions and struggles in the
occupied territories and
within Israel.

The police have closed it
down for six months, using a
1980 amendment to the Pre-
vention of Terrorism Act
which makes it an offence to
‘identify’ with the Palestine
Liberation Organisation
(PLO).

This can be, and is, used
by the police to ban anything
from a newspaper to a
Palestinian flag, even
badge-size.

In court, police lawyers
accused the AIC of having
acted on behalf of the PLO,
and rendering services to the
Popular Front for the Li-
beration of Palestine and un-
specified ‘front organisa-
tions’ in the occupied terri-
tories.

The example they cited
was that the Centre was pre-
paring publication of a re-
search paper on Israeli in-
terrogation and torture tech-
niques, with advice on how to
resist them.

This study was said to
have ‘operational signifi-
cance’ for an illegal orga-
nisation.

The prosecution also
charged that the AIC had
received money from illegal
organisations and was in
possession of illegal litera-

ture. During their raid,
police had taken away large
quantities of literature as
well as office equipment
from the AIC’s West Jeru-
salem office.

In a statement to the court,
Warshawsky said AIC was
established thanks to the
donations and subscriptions
of friends and supporters,
helped by a loan from Ithaca
Press, a London publisher.

He said all the Centre’s
published material was leg-
al. Any literature which the
authorities considered ‘illeg-
al’ found in the office was
unsolicited material which
came through the post, no
differant to that which many
press offices and journal-
ists received all the time.

The magistrate agreed to
release AIC co-operative
members Ronnie Heiman,
Ghada Abd al-Jabar and
Hana Jalaji on bail, but
accedin 5 to a police request,
ordered Warshawsky de-
tained for another seven
days.

Michael Warshawsky is a
leading member of the Re-
volutionary Communist
League, (‘Matzpen’-
Marxist), Israeli section of
the Unified Secretariat of the
Fourth International (USec),
and editor of its journal.

He has been active in such
campaigns as the Commit-
tee for Solidarity with Bir
Zeit University, the Commit-
tee Against the War in Leba-
non, and more recently, the
Committee Against the Iron
Fist, which unites left-wing
Israehs with Palestinians re-
sisting Israeli repression in
the occupied territories.

Michael also worked to
organise support for Mor-
dechai Vanunu, the Israeli
nuclear technician kidnap-
ped after revealing details of
Israel’s nuclear weapons
capacity tothe British press.

The attack on the Alterna-
tive Information Centre and
detention of Michael War-
shawsky is an escalation of
the Zionist state’s moves to
suppress information about
what it is doing.y

Workers Press declares
full solidarity with Comrade
Warshawsky and his col-
leagues, and urges readers
to protest to the Israeli
embassy demanding his re-
lease and the dropping of
charges.

Turkish planes
homb Kurds

TURKISH air force planes
have bombed Kurdish areas
of Iraq in a new offensive
against Kurds fighting for
national freedom.

Over thirty warplanes flew
over the Sirat, Era and Ala-
nis areas of Iraq-Kurdistan
on March 4, attacking what
were claimed to be guerrilla
camps, hideouts and store-
places.

The air raids, which fol-
lowed a large-scale military
operation against Kurds
within the Turkish border,
was carried out under a ‘hot
pursuit’ agreement with the
Iraqi government, Turkish
officials said.

‘Within the framework of
the existing agreement be-
tween Turkey and friendly
and neighbouring Iraq, Tur-
kish air forces started and
completed with success an
air operation against
murderers who try to disrupt
the peace and stability of our
country’, an official
announcement said.

The daily ‘Hurriyet’ re-
ported that Turkish com-
mando squads had crossed
the border into Iraq the day
before the bombing raid,
from Tasdelen village.

The government claims
Kurdish guerrillas killed 14
villagers at Tasdalen, in
south-eastern Turkey, on
February 22.

Their homeland divided by
four countries, the Kurds
have long fought under va-
rious leaderships for nation-
al self-determination. In
Turkey, governments have
generally refused to admit a
Kurdish people exists, and
have severely repressed
Kurdish language and cul-
ture.

Recently, retired army
officers have been sent in to
replace Kurdish-origin
school heads and speed-up
‘“Turkification’.

The Turkish regime has
also been stepping-up a poli-
cy of ‘grouping’ Kurdish
villagers in new ‘residential
zones’ under military sur-
veillance. It has set up a
pro-government militia,
known as ‘protectors’, paid
about $40 a month for in-
forming on and helping track
down Kurdish activists.

There have been reports
that ‘protectors’ can earn 2.5
million Turkish lira bounty-
money for bringing in a dead
Kurdish ‘separatist’.

A FANATICALLY right-
wing retired US general,
who organised arms sup-
plies and training for the
Contras fighting Nicar-
agua, has turned up in the
Philippines — supposedly
on a treasure hunt!

Major-General John K.
Singlaub, president of the
World Anti-Communist
League, arrived in Manila
claiming he was there to look
for the legendary lost trea-
sure of General Yamashita,
Japanese commander in the
Philippines during World
War II.

There have been reports
that he has put up $50,000 to
get diving operations started
off the southern Luzon coast.

The story goes that
Yamashita hid a vast for-
tune in plundered gold,
jewellery and Asian art ob-
jects at the end of the war.

American prisoners of war
are said to have been used to
bury the loot, or place it on

hulks scuttled offshore, be-
fore being killed so the hid-
ing places remained secret.

Yamashita was executed
for war crimes in 1946. Some
Japanese experts have said
the treasure never existed.
But in 1981, a bulldozer

accidentally unearthed a

Success for striking

THE 3 month old strike, the
longest ever in Turkey
since the military coup of
1980, came to a victorious
end at the Netas telephone
exchange factory.

More concessions were won
by the workforce than have ever
been achieved before. The trade
union was stripped of all its
assets but the strategy of starv-
ing the strikers back to work was
defeated with the aid of interna-
tional support.

The workers demand for a 70
per cent wage increase was met
with 40.5 per cent (just enough
to cover the rate of inflation) and
child benefits and heating allo-
wances increased by £85 per
year.

Netas is a part of the Cana-
dian Northern Telecom although
49 per cent of the shares are
owned by the Turkish Postal and
Telephone Company and 15 per
cent by the Turkish Naval
Foundation.

This year it is planned to

BY TRUDI JACKSON

introduce telephone exchanges
with a capacity of 800,000 lines.

The State bosses tried every-
thing to set an example in order
to prevent any further outbreaks
of protest against the economic
policies of prime minister Turgut
Oezal.

They rang up families and put
pressure on the women at
home. They arranged ‘tea par-
ties’ in scabs’ homes and prom-
ised to promote them to man-
agerial positions.

These promises were not
kept.

Workers told how they kept
strictly within the very narrow
limits of the law. All gatherings
are forbidden. But when all the
2,650 Netas workers walked out
together on 18 November last
year there was naturally a
gathermg in front of the factory
gates.

Trade union and political par-
ties or other social groups are
not allowed to give support to a
strike but this did not prevent
‘private visits’ and ‘personal tele-
grams’ from arriving!

Artists, intellectuals, politicans
and political prisoners sent
many messages and greetings
of support.

Youth killed in Nablus

ISRAELI troops shot a Palesti-
nian youth dead, and wound-
ed another, in the occupied
West Bank town of Nablus.
Officers said a patrol shot the
youth because they ran away
after being ordered to stop.

The incident on March 2
came after hundreds of local
people had marched in hon-
our of Zafer al-Masri, mur-
dered one year ago after
agreeing to become mayor of
Nablus.

Singlaub’s Treasure

hoard of gold bullion, coins,
antiques and jewels in south-
ern Luzon.

Singlaub’s record and poli-
tical activity — he used to
boast he was ‘Ronald
Reagan’s secret weapon’ —
make people highly sceptical
about his new adopted role
as ‘treasure hunter’.

When the US Congress
voted to stop funds fo the
CIA-backed Contras, Sing-
laub became a leadmg figure
in the ‘private’ right-wing
war machine secretly prom-
oted by now-disgraced
Reagan security aid Colonel
Oliver North.

The retired general
boasted he was raising half a
million dollars a month from
wealthy right-wingers to
fund the Contras. Singlaub
also set up supply runs for
arms and mercenaries.

Working with individuals
around ‘Soldier of Fortune’
magazine, he founded a so-
called ‘Institute for Regional
and International Studies’ at
Boulder, Colorado, a train-
ing base for Contras and
mercenaries.

Since arriving in the Phi-
lippines in November, he has
been meeting leadmg right-
wingers, including former
associates of exiled dictator
Marcos.

“Intelligence

Philippines national in-
telligence chief General Luis
Villareal, himself heading
an affiliate of the World Anti-
Communist League, has said
meetings with Singlaub were
just ‘briefings’.

_Singlaub told a radio inter-
viewer: ‘Any discussion that
I’m in any way involved in

- any political activity is a

total lie.’

Whether the buried loot of
General Yamashita is really
needed to boost the World
Anti-Communist League’s
reputedly ample funds, or
fund an anti-communist pri-
vate army, or the whole trea-
sure-hunting story is just a
tongue-in-cheek cover for
Singlaub’s real mission, one
thing is clear.

The Philippines people
should see this Yankee
freebooter oif their islands
— and boot his local chums
out with him!
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Message received from Maria Tolly
(Singer/Songwriter):

€1 condemn the News Line group
for collaborating with the police in
sending a political opponent to
prison.

Being the active man he is Phil is
being missed. However, I feel sure
that because of his political beliefs,
integrity and unlimited energy in
fighting for justice, Phil is a freer
man behind bars than those who
passively walk the streets.g

(Maria has donated a tape of her
songs to be raffled at Phil’s benefit
on Saturday evening at the Lam-
beth Social Club.)

L ]
Dear Phil,

I have been asked to write this
message of support on behalf of the
North East area of the Workers
Revolutionary Party. We are all
incensed by the actions of the Hea-
ly-Torrance group which have re-
sulted in your imprisonment.

Every revolutionary contem-
plates that at some time or other
the state will imprison him. To find
one of our comrades in jail through
the direct actions of a sect who
dare to call themselves Trotskyists
is an outrage.

We take it as a solemn duty to
warn the labour movement of the
activities of these police infor-
mers. We send our best wishes to
you and your family and hope to
see you soon.

Revolutionary greetings,
Dave Temple
Secretary, North East Area WRP

From the
House of
Commons

Dear Dave (Temple),
Thank you for your letter.
| am concerned about the jailing of

Phil Penn and | shall table a Par-
liamentary Question about this case.

Trusting this is acceptable,
Sincerely,
Ron Brown MP

The following letter has been rece-
dived from Manchester Irish Soli-
darity Committee:

Dear Phil,

At our last meeting our members
were outraged to hear of your im-
prisonment with the assistance of
the narks of the News Line.

Everyone remembers you for
your assistance when we organised
our first public meeting on the
Guildford Four last year.

Your imprisonment is not the
only case where News Line and the
bogus WRP have co-operated with
the state against class fighters.
They have played a similar role in
their policies and actions towards
Ireland. :

We send you our solidarity and
look forward to seeing you when
you get out. In the meantime we

use your case to further isolate

the News Line/WRP in the work-
ing class movement.

Yours fraternally,

Manchester Irish Solidarity Com-

mittee

THE JAILI

A reply to the
Workers
League

[ BY DAVE BRUCE |

jailing of Phil Penn.

door.

tioned. Why not?

real situation.

ment.

LAST WEEK, we reprinted a state-
ment from the US ‘Workers League’
purporting to denounce the conni-
vance of the rump ‘WRP’ in the

How principled it seemed! ‘De-
spite our differences, etc etc. . . .
But support like this makes one
hope that Phil sleeps with his back
to the wall and one eye on his cell

The statement denounces Healy
and the scurrilous role he played.
All very correct. But Sheila Torr-
ance and her group are never men-

Since all the information about
Phil Penn’s scandalous treatment
has come from Workers Press,
Workers League leader David North
can scarcely claim ignorance of the

The rump ‘WRP’ has split — we
have reported this in our press and
stressed how Torrance and Healy
managed to sink the differences
between themselves and with the
state to secure Phil's imprison-

tunity to record that the WRP has
on file a sworn statement from one
of the comrades who was instructed
by Healy to assault Ernie Tate.

As if it were not enough to take
the opportunity of Phil's incarcara-
tion to make a pass at the Torrance
group and accuse a dead man of a
crime, North also takes a swipe at
Phil — while he is unable to reply.

He accuses him of playing a
‘disgraceful role’ in the WRP/ICFI
split of early 1986 by ‘standing by’
and ‘supporting’ the use of police in
the faction fight of the time.

The facts of the incident to which
North refers are well known — and
have been admitted to by members
of the ‘ICP’ — North’s British co-
thinkers:

The Hyland-led group in the WRP
staged a provocation outside a
Congress of the WRP in London. A
neighbour called the police when
she heard hysterical shouting and
screaming. Three local police
turned up but our stewards were
able to calm the situation down,
prevent arrests and send the worth-
ies of the force on their way. That's

Workers Revolutionary Party

Dear Comrades,

grunts.

THE JAILING OF PHIL PENN

PO Box 735
London SW9 7QS
Tel: 01-274 7271

9 February 1987

One of our comrades, Phil Penn, has been jailed for 12 months, eight months of it suspended, for assault. He
is a highly respected member of our Central Committee, a party member for 18 years, active in the trade union
movement and recently in campaigns such as that on the Guildford Four.

Our concern in this case is that members of another organisation claiming to be part of the labour
movement were, apart from the arresting officers, the only police witnesses. This would be like miners giving
evidence against miners in the recent strike.

. As you may know, in October 1985, the Workers Revolutionary Party expelled its former leader Gerry
Healy for sexual abuse, violence and slanders against members of the organisation; charges he never contested. A
small group of party functionaries — including Corin and Vanessa Redgrave, Sheila Torrance and Richard Price —
supported Healy and were expelled by the majority. This group then formed a bogus party calling itself the ‘Workers
Revolutionary Party’ and publishing a newspaper, ‘News Line’.

Phil Penn was arrested and charged after a demonstration called by the print unions at Wapping, on 3 May
1986. The events, as reported in court, were as follows:

@ Inthe ‘News Line’ of 1 May 1986, the Worker’s Notebook column carried a crude and provocative
attack on Phil, insulting his intellect and presenting him as ignorant and illiterate, speaking in

- @® On the 3 May Wapping march, as the conflict between demonstrators and police became
increasingly fierce, Phil went to fetch his camera. Once away from the main body of demonstrators,
he came across members of the Healy-Torrance group. They verbally abused him, taunting him with
quotes from the above-mentioned article. He refused to be provoked.

@ Four of them, Richard Price, Eric Rogers, Paul Williams and another man, then attacked him
physically — in Price’s case with banner-poles — and knocked him to the ground. In defending
himself, Phil damaged the eye of one of his assailants. Only Phil was arrested.

No organisation calling itself socialist would collaborate with the police against members of the labour
movement. This is a point of principle. But members of the Healy-Torrance group eagerly acted as police witnesses.
Three of the four men who attacked Phil did not appear in court but two women members of the Healy-Torrance
group gave evidence which Phil vigorously contested. Had he been found guilty on the charge of wounding with
intent, he would undoubtedly have been given a much longer custodial sentence.

This is not the first time the Healy-Torrance group have acted in this way. Six of them appeared
as police witnesses in Sheffield Crown Court in January this year after an incident between themselves
and members of the International Communist Party. On this occasion the court did not believe them and
the defendant was found not guilty.

We should point out that members of the Healy-Torrance group again attacked and beat up Phil
Penn on 8 June 1986 in Leicester. They used sticks and knives. The police wished to prosecute his
attackers, but, as a matter of principle, Phil refused to act as a witness and the case could not go forward.

We are asking all labour-movement organisations to condemn the anti-working class actions of the
Healy-Torrance group, which were responsible for the jailing of Phil Penn. Messages of support and inquiries should
be sent to: Workers Revolutionary Party/Workers Press, PO Box 735, London SW9 7QS.

Yours fraternally,

- Dave Temple,

Chairman, Workers Revolutionary Party/Workers Press.

Indeed, though Healy has main- all — and North knows it.
tained a customary silence, Torr-  phirs only brush with the law
ance is on record as protesting that occurred in Leicester, when he re-
Phil ‘should have got longer’. But fsed to collaborate with the police
North scrupulously maintains his following an attack on him by mem-
silence over Torrance’s role in the pers of the Healy/Torrance group —
WRP split. a principled stand that, without

Is he hoping for a Hyland/Torr- doubt, encouraged the second,
ance regroupment so he can snatch more serious, provocation.
the Holy Grail of a ‘daily’ paper —or  To accuse Phil — while in prison —
will he even ditch the fast shrinking of collaborating with the police
‘International Communist Party’ 10 when he is on record as doing
secure this glittering prize? precisely the opposite takes cour-

Whatever, concern for the princi- age of a special kind. The Leicester
ples at stake in the Phil Penn epi- incident is a little more topical than
sode come second to manoeuvre. the 1966 ‘Tate Affair’.
North is using Phil Penn for his own  North's statement ends with a
purposes. If he wants to deny that ca| for class-conscious workers to
charge, let him denounce the role of ‘campaign for Phil Penn’s release’.
Sheila Torrance forthwith — and we This is a fraud. Phil has received a
will withdraw the accusation, also cystodial sentence of four months
f°';h:""‘- . North Heal before remission.

ext point. North accuses Healy  we do not categorise Phil as a

of adopting the methods of SWP cjags.war prisoner. That would be
leader Joe Hansen in the use of an insult to, for example, Irish
violent provocation, quoting the pows who face as many decades
1966 Tate Affair as a Hansen-led jnside as Phil does months. Nor
set-up aimed at discrediting Healy would we equate the treatment of
as a violent man. Phil with brutal harassment of

In 1966, North was a teenager, Brutan Perera.
still in Glee Clubs and Bobby Sox, what wh did ask was for the

but definitely not in politics. The fabour movement to denounce and
Tate Affair’ occurred in Britain — a explain the role both of the Healy
long wet journey from North’s col- ang the Torrance groups — and to
lege campus. explain what was implied in col-

His claims to intimate knowledge laboration with the state. That was
of the Tate Affair are therefore sus- all. This the Workers League has
pect — a suspicion that is failed to do. We hope they will
deepened when we take this oppor- correct that mistake.

Message received from Carole
Richardson, one of the inno-
cent Guildford Four prisoners:

61 send my best wishes to Phil,
to Sandra and their two chil-
dren, Amy and Terry, and I
hope the time in prison doesn’t
drag too much for Phil.g

Message from the Durham Mecha-
nics:

The Executive Committee of this
Association discussed your corres-
pondence of 9 February 1987 which
dealt with the issues surrounding
the jaling of Phil Penn.

They decided that a letter of
support should be sent to the Work-
ers Revolutionary Party, together
with their complete condemnation
of those responsible for the pro-
secution of the WRP member.

It was considered that the action
of the former members of the WRP
were totally anti-socialist and go
against the principle of working
class solidarity.

I have also been instructed to
circulate copy of the correspond-
ence to branches within my asso-
ciation and this has been done.

Wm. Etherington

General Secretary Durham

- Mechanics

National Union of Mineworkers —
Group No.1 Area

Phil and daughter Amy
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More
‘messages

I WOULD like to express the feel-
ing of disgust and anger which was
felt by the members and followers
of the Communist Internationalist
League concerning the downright
reactionary position of the Healy-
Torrance group towards Comrade
Phil Penn.

It is well known that this group
(like their counterparts in Greece)
with ease use the police against

political opponents in the Trots-
kyist movement.

This tendency of theirs is a clear
expression of their conciliation to-
wards the bourgeoisie and their
embodiment into bourgeois
legality.

This time taking the responsibil-
ty for the jailing of a comrade they
have shown that they have reached
an extreme end in their reaction-
ary downfall.

We join together with you to
denounce them.

G.Lucas

(For KDE)

Publisher of ‘Ergatiki Drasi’
Executive member of the National
Building Workers Union, Greece.

BENEFIT

SATURDAY 7 MARCH 1987 7.30-12p.m.

Lambeth Social Club, Lambeth Town Hall
Brixton Hill, London SW9

Cabaret, Dancing, Disco, Food, Drink
Tickets £3 (£1 unwaged)
From Paperbacks Centres:

10-12 Attantic Road, London SW9. Tel: 01-274 8342

28 Charlotte Street, London W1. Tel: 01-636 3532

389 Green Street, London E13. Tel: 01-470 1388

or from
WRP, PO Box 735, London SW9 7QS. Tel: 01-274 7271
The sum needed to assist Phil Penn’s family over financial problems directly caused by

his jailing will be taken from the proceeds; the rest will be donated to the Free the
Framed Irish Prisoners Campaign.

Sandra says

€IT IS not insignificant that women were used by the Healy-Torrance
‘rump’ in the court against Phil. Their abuse of women has not stopped.
The rump embroidered their evidence in court and I’m sure they would
have been prepared to perjure themselves had it been necessary. It was a
very thorough effort on their part to make sure the outcome of the case
was that Phil would get sent down for as long as possible.

It was significant that Phil’s case was heard at Southwark Crown Court
where practically all arrests made at Wapping were put to trial. One
court official commented there had been a surprising number of custodial
sentences passed throughout the dispute, even on minor charges.

The judge stated that he had to make an example of Phil. He was asked

to take into consideration that this was a first offence, that Phil had a wife

and young family to support, including a three-month-old son, that he had
a steady job, a house with a mortgage etc. I feel strongly that these things
were not taken into consideration, that the judge was blinkered by the
‘Wapping factor’.

Phil told me only vultures would turn up on the day to see him receive
his sentence. The vulture did turn up — in the form of Mary McEntegart
who had already given evidence against Phil. She was exposed in court
for embroidering her evidence — the defence barrister likened her
statements in the witness box to a theatre performance. Even the jury
had to laugh when she suggested Phil had picked up one of his attackers
and used him as a battering ram against the other three!

Ray Athow sat in the press box taking notes on behalf of the ‘News Line’
but nothing has appeared in their paper about Phil’s case. I don’t believe
they can justify this one to the workers’ movement. Acting as police
prosecution witnesses where there would be no case had they chosen not
to appear shows that this was a conscious decision to send Phil down. This
is a serious breach of working-class principles.

How far will they go? They now have a history of using the state against
other sections of the workers’ movement. They are a dangerous element
in this movement and must be driven out. This time it was Phil and he got
four months. Next time it will be someone else and they may get four
years.

When Amy was young Healy was always sending Phil away to work.
The result was that Phil never saw her growing up. Now we have Terry
and the shadow of Gerry Healy is still looming over our lives. Phil will
miss the first important months of Terry’s life.

Having said this, Phil’s sentence is a meagre one compared to those
dished out to the Irish prisoners of war and the framed Irish prisoners.
My sympathies go out to all the wives and families of these prisoners.

In spite of everything Phil is in very good spirits and hopes that the
campaigns he has been involved in will forge ahead and the fight to free
the framed Irish prisoners will continue. He hopes that all the groups on
the left will be able to unite on these basic principled questions to make
the campaign successful.

Solidarity on the left was instantaneous in support of Phil. Despite
enormous political differences all groups have reacted in unison to this
question. There has been a tremendous response: endless phone calls of
support, letters, donations of money and offers to look after the kids.

Phil says the letters he has received have been an enormous source of
strength to him. I urge people to keep sending the messages — he is
receiving them all.

I would like to take this opportunity to extend our sincere thanks to
everybody and invite you all to the benefit organized for Phil. Phil will
fafe this ordeal with the same strength that he showed throughout the
Sp. it.,

Phil’s wife Sandra and son Terry

What you
can do...

M Raise the jailing of Phil Penn
in your union branch, trades
council, support group, etc.

* Phone 01-274 7271 for
copies of the circular letter
(see opposite page) explain-
ing the case.

B Write to Phil Penn: No.
L27055, HM Prison Worm-
wood Scrubs, PO Box 757,
Ducane Road, London W12
OAE (registered post is
best).

B Send messages of support
for Phil and reports which
we can print in Workers
Press. We will have a special
column each week while he
is behind bars.

IN REPLY to your letter of 9
February 1987, we assure Cde Phil
Penn and the Workers Revolution-

They have contributed to dis-
couraging the thousands of young
fighters recruited in the 1960s and

ary Party of our complete solidar-
ity against the slanders, physical
violence and false testimony orga-
nised against him by members of
the Healy-Torrance group.

These contemptible methods
must be banned from the workers’
movement, like all methods intro-
duced by Stalinism. ‘

We salute Phil Penn for his cour-
age in the face of his attackers, his
dignity before the slanders and his
principled stand in the face of the
base proceedings of his aggressors
with the police.

In the course of the last 15 years,
the kind of methods used by Healy
have poisoned the leadership of
several other Trotskyist organisa-
tions.

_

1970s to the battle to develop the
Fourth International.

Our organisation has been
attacked since 1972 with similar
actions by the Lambert-Just lead-
ership of the Organisation Com-
-muniste Internationaliste (OCI),
notably the campaign of slander
against the ex-member of our
tendency Michel Varga.

This was the pretext to provoke,
particularly in Frapce, more than
70 physical attac against our
members between 1972 and 1980.

But recent years have shown
that the working class and the
youth shun and distrust the authors
of these methods, for these actions
are nothing more than a
smokescreen for a flight in the face

of political opponents.

The duty of all workers’ orga-
nisations, and in particular the
Trotskyists, is to unmask the per-
petrators and to participate con-
cretely in driving them from the
workers’ movement.

We take this opportunity to re-
mind you that we are entirely
ready to support the formation of
an International Tribunal against
these methods.

Please convey to Phil Penn and
to your party our warm greetings

and our support as well as that of -

our sections, whom we will im-
mediately inform of your message.

For the International Secretariat
Michael Faure

The Fourth International
(reconstructed)/‘La Verité’

. From Clir.
Mick Woods

Despite the political differences
which divide socialists the most
basic principle we all hold to is
unity In action against the State.

By using the Wapping picket for
sectarian attacks on other social-
ists and then running to the police
and giving prosecution evidence
the News Line group have crossed
that class line and cannot be seen
as part of our movement.

Best wishes to Phil Penn and his
family and comrades.

_They can imprison the revolu-

tionary but never the revolution.

Clir. Mick Woods

Brent

No gangsterism
among workers!

Solidarity with Phil Penn!

Down with gangsterism in the
ranks of the workers!

25 February 1987

Comrades,

We were very indignant when we
received Cde. Dave Temple’s let-
ter about the jailing of Phil Penn
and the disgusting behaviour of the
Healy faction, expelled from the
WRP, which was responsible for it.

All our solidarity for Phil Penn!
All our indignation for his cynical
persecutors!

We are in solidarity with Phil
because your comrade’s freedom
is needed so that he can fight, as he
always did, for the workers’ cause.
But those who use political differ-
ences — however grave — to jus-
tify the fact of helping to jail a
working class fighter deserve no-
thing but condemnation.

We are in solidarity with Phil’s
principles in rebutting, in his de-
fence, the methods of his persecu-
tors, which were to ally themselves
with capitalist justice against poli-
tical opponents. To open up politic-
al disputes between working-class
groups to the class enemy is to
deliver oneself into their hands.

It is particularly repugnant to us
that Healy should associate the
name of Trotskyism with these
methods.

As Trotskyists we are definitely
committed to eradicating from the
workers’ movement the methods
implanted there by Stalinism, and
we think that this task justifies and
requires the broadest collabora-
tion between all the tendencies and
organisations claiming to belong to
the revolutionary workers’ move-
ment.

Communist greetings on behalf of
the Political Bureau of the Partido
Obrero Revolucionario de Espana

(section of the Fourth
International)

Anibal Ramos

Dear Phil,

I was shocked to hear of your
imprisonment. A

The rump may have won the
case in the eyes of the State but the
working class see otherwise, as
recent events have shown.

We all owe it to you to carry on
the work in the Guildford Four
campaign ete., as your absence as
a dedicated fighter will be a great
blow for them while you are in
prison.

Remember what Trotsky said:
prison was the only place he could
write what he liked without fear of
arrest!

Best wishes for you and your
family.

Jolyon Ralph
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This letter from a Trotskyist of a great many years is a searing
indictment of Banda. It is perfectly true that Mike Banda and his tiny
group make no impact at all on the British working class today.
However, an analysis of the reactionary sources of the ideas they

express is of great importance.

This. comrade Samarakkody does. We believe he is wrong when
he says that the struggle against ‘Pabloite revisionism‘ took Banda
and Healy straight into the Stalinist camp. Rather, they embraced
the same ‘objectivist’ theories as Pablo.

However, while making these positions on the article, we are

extremely pleased to publish it.

Banda’s
letter

My dear Edmund,

This issue of Forum is going to
shock you. It is the product of 40
years’ pursuit of a wrong line and
the implementation of a method
which had nothing to do with Marx-
ism-Leninism. Of this I am abso-
lutely convinced. You, I and a lot of
others were all victims of Trots-
ky’s bogus dialectics and his com-
pletely subjective attitude to the
USSR.

He knew nothing about Leninist
party building as Marlen’s revela-
tions prove and his concept of a
world party was inseparable from
his apocalyptic conception of the
political revolution in the USSR
and the ‘collapse’ of Stalinist Bona-
partism.

These are not questions of incor-
rect perspective. They are metho-
tti.olical and epistemological ques-
ions.

Trotsky never grasped the basic
category of irreversibility in scien-
ce and society. This led him to the
bizarre and grotesque speculations
about the USSR and the disorienta-
tion in the post-war Fourth Inter-
national particularly after Stalin’s
death and the execution of Beria.
We’ve been going around like
headless chickens since 1938.

That’s why the FI split and col-
lapsed in 1953. Believe me — no
amount of regroupments, fusions
and international junketing is
going to revive the FI. It’s dead.

We need a new movement (not
another damn world party) based
on a dialectical critique of Trotsky
and Stalin. I’ve only started but I
don’t intend to give up no matter
how difficult this is.

As a starter I'd urge you to read
Martin Walker’s excellent account
of contemporary Russia — ‘The
Waking Giant’. The Trots are in for
an era of savage shocks which will
make the 20th Congress seem like
a mundane affair.

Next week I’ll send-you a copy of
my speech on the anniversary of
the Soviet Revolution. In case of
confusion I must state that my
support for the Gorbachev reforms
does not imply support for the
policy of ‘peaceful parliamentary
transition’ and peaceful co-
existence as opposed to proletarian
internationalism.

I don’t think we can ever develop
Marxism without being iconoclasts
at the same time.

All the best,

Yours fraternally
Mike

P.S. We shall publish your letter
and material on 27 Reasons’ in the
next issue.

M. BANDA

Samarakkody'’s
reply

Dear Mike,

Received your letter (undated)
together with copy of Commun-
ist Forum Discussion Bulletin
No.4 of November 28.

1. This issue of Forum containing
{our document ‘What is Trots-
yism? Or Will the Real Trotsky
Please Stand Up’, which I read
through, did not at all, as you
expected, ‘shock’ me. Not at all.
2. The members of our organisa-
tion, the Revolutionary Workers
Party, and myself had kept
ourselves informed about your
evolution from the time we met
you here in Sri Lanka, where
you, very strangely, were
spending a six-month holiday
when Reme was burning —
when the other leaders of the
Workers Revolutionary Party
were grappling with the prob-
lems of the continuing crisis of
the organisation since the expul-
sion of Healy.

3. While in Sri Lanka you made

several visits to my house. On
two dates, you met with our
group and gave a report about
the events leading to the expul-
sion of Healy etc. and the WRP
crisis.

During those meetings and
discussions, we saw your state
of serious disorientation as the
inevitable by-product of the ex-
plosion of Healyism, while you
were still the general secretary
of the WRP in October 1985.

From your discussions and
your prolonged stay in Sri
Lanka, away from the scene of
struggle within the WRP in an

n-going crisis of your party and
§1e ‘International Committee’,
it became clear to us that you
were moving out of the WRP.
From a subsequent report off
Cliff Slaughter, which was pub-
lished in the WRP Internal Bul-
letin, we found that our impress-

ions in regard to your political
orientation were not outside the
mark.

Slaughter had reported that
when you were leaving for Sri
Lanka you had expressly stated
that you were quitting the WRP
and that Cliff Slaughter and
another member had sought to
persuade you not to take that
course of action. but to remain
within the organisation and to
struggle jointly with the politi-
cally still healthy members for
the regeneration of the WRP.

In any event, since your return to
England, you and a few others
round you were out of the WRP.
And now you have travelled very
far and very fast. You have, for
some time now, been denouncing
Trotskyism and Trotsky. And this
is the content of your document
‘What is Trotskyism? Will the Real
Trotsky Stand Up?’

Nay more, you have by this docu-
ment given yourself a passport to
enter the counter-revolutionary
world Stalinist movement and get
yourself an honoured place in the
Stalinist firmament.

Your method is subjectivism,
which I reject. My conclusions ab-
out your present orientation is not
the result of any emotional reac-
tion to your denunciation of Trots-
kyism. Not at all. Your document
has made it crystal clear where
you have arrived at.

Your 40 years of ‘struggle’ in the
company of Gerry Healy against
‘Pabloist Revisionism’ and ‘pro-
Stalinist liquidationism’ has taken
you straight into the Stalinist
camp. In your document you cate-
gorically say that the Stalin faction
during the struggle of the Trotsky-
led Left Opposition represented the
working-class.

You also say in your document:
‘What Trotsky refused persistently
to recognise in its awesome and
contradictory reality was that Sta-
lin — the proletarian Bonaparte —
represented the revolution in
permanence’!

In your letter to me, you write:
‘It’s dead (the Fourth Internation-
al). We need a new movement (not
another damn world party) based
on a dialectical critique of Trotsky
and Stalin.’

You will no doubt be critical of
Stalin — but your position is simply
critical support to Stalinism. You

say we need ‘not another damn -

world party’. You know, Mike, that
very long ago, before you under-
stood the ‘truth’, Stalin acted on
this understanding when he dis-

While you are free to hold any
views on any matter, you have
taken far too much for granted.
Our organisation and myself ob-
ject strongly at your attempt to
give a coloration that we solidarise
with you in your anti-Trotskyist,
pro-Stalinist and anti-Marxist
orientation and activities.

You know well that we, the RWP,
claim to be a Trotskyist group
which is even now engaged
together with our co-thinkers in
rebuilding the Fourth Interna-
tional.

It is your right to change your
views and reject Trotsky and
Trotskyism. I do not think that
your renunciations and denuncia-
tions of Trotsky and Trotskyism
could in any way be a problem for
genuine revolutionaries, Trots-
Kyists, who are engaged in the task
of rebuilding the FI.

1 do not consider it necessary to
make this a complete political re-
sponse to your document and letter
to me. However should I and the
RWP think such a response is
necessary that could well be done

in due course. However, I think it

E. SAMARAKKODY
would be enough for the present to
ﬁoint out what should be well
nown to you, that your anti-
Trotskyist positions and the argu-
ments you have trotted out to sup-
port your case is nothing new.
Incidentally, it is very difficult to
notice your own comments which
are buried in the long quotations of
the well-known anti-Marxists
James Burnham and Max Shacht-
man, who left the Socialist Work-
ers Party (US) when they found
themselves defeated and in a
minority at the end of the factional

ism necessarily affects today’s and
tomorrow’s concrete political
issues — and political parties,
programmes and struggles are
based on such concrete issues.’

You know well Trotsky’s reply to

Shachtman: ‘. .. Shachtman’s
betrayal — not a mere mistake as I
wished to believe last year — is
now clear, an outright theoretical
betrayal. In other words, ‘‘no one
has yet demonstrated”’ that Marx-
ism 1s of any use in the struggle of
the proletariat . . . This is nothing
else than the renunciation of Marx-
ism, of scientific method in gener-
al, a wretched capitulation to
empiricism.’

You know also that at the end of
the factional struggle in the SWP
(US) the minority led by Burnham
and Shachtman split away and re-
grouped in the ‘Workers’ Party’.
However, shortly thereafter, the
real leader of the splitaway minor-
ity who you have referred to in
your document as ‘a trained philo-
sopher’ who ‘knew’ better than
Trotsky on dialectics, left the
‘Workers Party’ saying he com-
pletely rejected Marxism, to which
he believed the ‘Workers’ Party’
had still some adherence. :

I think in this regard it is re-
levant to mention that you (Mike)
believe it a small mistake of
Shachtman when subsequently he,
Shachtman, wrote that Trotsky’s
characterisation of the USSR as a
‘degenerate workers’ state’ was an
error and that the bureaucracy
was a new class.

You also seek to support your
anti-Trotskyist diatribe by a quota-
tion from Isaac Deutscher. Deuts-
cher was an eminent journalist and
specially a student of the events of
the October Revolution and the
post-revolutionary history of the
USSR. He claimed to be a Marxist
but made no claims to be a revolu-
tionary leader who was in the
struggle for the proletarian strug-
gle. He had a penetrating insight
and had a vision of world events
from Olympian heights.

In his writings on the October
Revolution and the events that fol-
lowed, he went deep into the writ-
ings of Lenin and Trotsky. Deuts-
cher held Trotsky in high esteem.
He was never a Trotsky-baiter or
hater. Of course he had his dis-
agreements with Trotsky. Deuts-
cher’s views on Stalinism were
well known. He mistakenly be-
lieved in a self-reform of the
bureaucracy. His mistaken views

-have been shown as mistakes by

history. .
And finally, and logically, you

I can assure you that genuine Trotskyists need have
no bother about you or your whereabouts politically.

solved the Third Communist Inter-
national during World War II.

Yes, today you will reject my
conclusions about your political
orientation, but tomorrow you will
not have any discomfort in this
regard. You would have got used to
the ‘new reality’ you discovered.

In your letter to me, under refer-
ence, you say: ‘You and I and a lot
of others were all victims of Trots-
ky’s bogus dialectics and his com-
pletely subjective attitude to the
USSR. He knew nothing about
Leninist party building — and his
concept was inseparable from his
apocalyptic conceptions of the poli-
tical revolution in the USSR and
the collapse of Stalinist Bona-
partism.’

Here I must strongly protest.

struggle 1939-1940 in which Trotsky
himself played the leading role in
exposing their anti-Marxist views.

In order to expose ‘Trotsky’s
bogus dialectics’ you have called
Burnham and Shachtman to sup-
port you. But you know well that
Burnham openly, specifically and
categorically rejected the dialectic
— dialectical materialism — while
Shachtman acted as Burnham’s
attorney.

And in this regard you should be
well acquainted with the joint arti-
cle of Burnham and Shachtman on
‘Intellectuals in Retreat’ and
Shachtman’s ‘Open Letter to
Trotsky’ in which he, Shachtman,
wrote: ‘. . . nor has anyone yet
demonstrated that agreement or
disagreement on the more abstract
doctrines of dialectica! mazateriz-

have sought to get support for
proving Trotsky’s dialectics as
‘bogus’ from the most appropriate
sources — the Kremlin counter-
revolutionaries. In your document
you had summoned courage to say
that Trotsky had got the correct
‘answer’ from- ‘Theodore Oizer-
man, a Soviet academician trained
in the Leninist tradition in the
USSR’!

So Mike, you have been able to
discover the ‘Leninist tradition’ in
the counter-revolutionary Stalinist
mire of the ruling echelons in the
Kremlin! I shall now leave you and
your polities. I can assure you that
genuine Trotskyists need have no
bother about you or vour whereab-
outs politically

Edmamd Samia-aiinis
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The decline of the
ommunist Party of

‘1 cannot understand why the ‘“Social-
ist Appeal” is neglecting the Stalinist
party. This party now represents a
mass of contradictions. Splits are in-
evitable. The next important acquisi-
tions will surely come from the Stalin-

ist party.’

TROTSKY, ‘In Defence of Marxism’,
p.138 New Park Publications.

Introduction

I was forced out of the CPGB in
1984 along with many comrades.
The last two-and-a-half years of
bitter class struggle have con-
firmed that we had to go: the
CPGB has now entirely entered the
milieu of radical bourgeois demo-
cracy.

The major problem is that many
of my comrades still believe they
were forced out of the party by
alien ‘de-gutted Marxists’ and that
the task now is to reform the party,
using the ‘Morning Star’ and the
Communist Campaign Group as
the cutting edge of such an exer-
cise.

It is dangerous to scoff at this
strategy. There are no vacuums in
politics, and with the departure of
the CPGB from the labour move-
ment the new heir apparent, led by
men such as Mick Costello (former
CPGB industrial organiser) and
Mike Hicks (print union leader and
jailed militant), is ready to move
in

There is no break between the
Communist Campaign Group
(CCG) and the pre-Euro CPGB.
Political continuity is maintained
by its general staff, e.g. Tony Cha-
ter, ‘Morning Star’ editor, and the
CCG'’s orientation to the program-
me of ‘The British Road to
Socialism’(1951).

Historical Notes

IT IS valuable to proffer some
historical examples of this orienta-
tion and method. Three names
spring to mind: J.V. Stalin; Harry
Pollitt; and ‘capitalism’s most
dangerous man in Britain’, Bert
Ramelson.

Since the 1920s Stalinism has
formed the political outlook of Bri-
tain’s Communist Party members.
‘The British Road’ is based on
international notions of peaceful
co-existence with imperialism
(holding the tiger by its tail!) and
an adaptation to bourgeois demo-
cracy. Both these positions accur-
ately reflected Stalin’s concern to
maintain spheres of influence with-
in which the international status
quo was upheld.

Bert Ramelson (industrial orga-
niser of the CPGB back in the 1960s
and 1970s) created a reputation in
the movement as a tough cookie.
His method welded militancy to
the politics of ‘The British Road’.
On his instructions, in a pub in
Stepney, the powerful unofficial
dockers’ movement stepped back
from embarrassing the new ‘left’
leadership of the T&GWU and dis-
banded itself. :

Ramelson was instrumental in

BY JOHN REES CHAIR — TOWER HAMLETS PRINT

SUPPORT GROUP

bringing out the engineers at Salt-
ley Gate — a powerful militant
display which was not harnessed
politically because the vital factor
in Ramelson’s method was the con-
struction of democratic unions
through left leaders.

‘Mass democratic action’ — a
favourite phrase of CPGB general
secretary Gordon McLennan —
was just that: an action which
provided a stage army to hasten
democratic processes elsewhere in
the trade union movement, and not
to stimulate independent revolu-
tionary action of the proletariat.

It is pertinent to point out that
such demonstrations were used by
Czechoslovak Stalinists in order to
outflank social democrats in the
struggle for power in Czechoslova-
kia after World War II.

The British Communist Party
was also located in a Marxist tradi-
tion, going back to the 1880s, which
was steeped in sectarianism and
propagandist methods. British
party comrades had a pathological
fear of building a mass party. The
party was a family. Harry Pollitt
fully realised this problem, but his
prescription for success was based
on peaceful co-existence and
adaptation to bourgeois demo-
cracy.

In the 1950s this led party full-
timers to moot the possibility of
liquidationism. John Gollan
(general secretary after Pollitt)
raised this hare in Scotland
(H.McShane, ‘No Mean Fighter’,
p.245), but after it was put down its

ly led to the change in the name of
the ‘Daily Worker’ to ‘Morning
Star’.

Let us be clear: this was no
phenomenon of the 1960s alone. In
World War II the appeal of the
party was towards a democratic
and patriotic people, as opposed to
the industrial proletariat. That is
why the party’s membership
reached over 50,000 in World War
1I. The appeal was patriotism and
the war effort: propaganda given a
theoretical basis in the various
plans for war production and for
‘winning the Peace’.

The Present

BY 1979 the CPGB was in a bad
way. It took the most reactionary
government in years to split it
asunder. The CCG took as its de-
parting point the victimisation of
leading members like Mike Hicks
and David Whitfield in the London
District.

However, after a painful period
in which literally hundreds of
members were mobilised in sup-
port of the victimised, the CCG
held on to the ‘Morning Star’ and
began plans to create an alterna-
tive centre of Stalinism in Britain.

This in itself led to a drift of
members — back to the CPGB;
into the wilderness; and into trade
union work.

Because of a lack of perspective

The printers’ strike is salutary.
It was led by Hicks, Field, and
Freeman (CCG), and yet in the
borough where the strike took
place the CCG consistently failed
to intervene and win printers and
local people to their political pers-
pective. It was almost as if one
could smell the fear of being tested
politically in a strike struggle
which has much graver political
implications for our class than
even the miners’ heroic struggle.

The CCG stands for the leading
role of the working class in a Broad
Democratic Alliance. Unfortunate-
ly the understanding of that lead-
ing role is based on industrial
strength rather than on the politic-
al task of the working class to
emancipate itself.

Therefore militants in the CCG
often interpret the slogan in purely
syndicalist terms, whilst its intel-
lectuals discuss who belongs to the
class in terms of the economic
muscle of various strata, e.g. the
teachers and civii servants.

The aridity of this perspective
has left a small number of com-
rades wondering about what direc-
tion to take. But decisions are nev-
er made in a vacuum either, and
the miners’ strike, the printers’
struggle, and the national libera-
tion struggle in Ireland have been
stern schools for revolutionaries. It
is clear that the trade union move-
ment cannot fulfill its task without
a strong rank-and-file movement
with a conscious revolutionary
political leadership.

. .« « and the road forward
for revolutionaries

defeat didn’t prevent the liquida-
tion of factory branches and reor-
ganisation of the party on a ward
basis.

This general orientation, which
went through various twists and
turns, lay at the heart of the CPGB
crisis in the early 1980s.

It was more a long-drawn-out
saga than an explosion. The lead-
ing antagonists hid behind rules
and constitution. And control over
the ‘Morning Star’ was made an
article of faith for both sides.
These facts merely expressed the
deeper crisis: that the CP had
become irrelevant to the working
class.

The fall in party membership,
the fall in ‘Morning Star’ circula-
tion, and the decline in party influ-
ence in the higher echelons of the
labour movement parallelled: its
deepening concern with ‘political
breadth’ and appeal to the middle
strata in the 1960s, which ultimate-

Part Il of CAUGHT IN THE ACT will appear next week.
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outside the programme of ‘The
British Road’, the CCG has consis-
tently failed to build a national
organisation of militants. No mat-
ter what they say about times
changing, they have not been able
to wield the industrial influence
%g%' had in the 1950s, 1960s, and
S.

Left and right reformists have
collapsed before the state and the
bosses. However, capitalism is not
omnipotent. Its state is more and
more revealed as an oppressive
and complex system of armed
men, secret service agents, the
judiciary, and its parliamentary
wing at Westminster. Workers im-

Great Britain. ..

pelled into the struggle have the
veil torn away by the ‘beat bob-
bies’ whose friendly faces turn to
snarls the minute the worker
wants to do something on the pick-
et line.

Murdoch’s attack on his work-
force exposed the private ripping
off of socially produced wealth,
and the government’s new Green
Paper, containing further attacks
on our trade union movement,
completes the triangle of exploita-
tion.

What is required is a bridge
between a class enmeshed in strug-
gle and the conscious fight for
socialism. In Murdoch’s case that
was clearly a demand for socialist
nationalisation of the print indus-
try, as opposed to Kinnock’s social-
chauvinist call for ‘British bosses
for a British print industry’.

The Party

SO MY departure from the CPGB,
the years of bitter involvement
with miners and printers, the wit-
nessing of the destruction of health
and education while teachers have
put up such a valiant struggle,
have reinforced within me the be-
lief that our class requires with the
greatest urgency the construction
of a mass revolutionary party.

Such a party cannot be modelled
on sectarian notions of the ‘politic-

. al family’; nor can it be a top-

heavy faction-ridden bureaucracy
staffed by paper-sellers. It must be
a party in which the local work-
place branch or community
branch is the fundamental unit, so
that workers who join can feel and
exercise political power and orga-
nisation from Day One.

It is my plea that in these diffi-
cult days we instil confidence and
certainly in our people, that we get
down to the task — in which all
contributions have a validity — of
E)_uilding towards socialist revolu-

ion.

This is the way we will build our
leadership and cadres, and pre-
pare for our children a world of
growth and hope.

In the words of James Connolly,
‘The great only appear great be-
cause we are on our knees. Let us
rise.’




PAGE 12 Workers Press Saturday March 7 1987

LETTERS

Total
silence
over
Mozambique

AS internationalists, we have
the responsibility to take up the
Labour Party and trade union
leadership on their total silence
regarding the latest problems of
starvation and war in Mozambi-
que where the anti-government
MNR guerrilla movement is
backed and financed by the tas-
cist regime of South Africa.

(The Tory government vetoed
a call for sanctions by the United
Nations against South Africa,
therefore endorsing the politics
of Botha destabilising the gov-
ernment of Mozambique.)

Even the capitalist media has
highlighted the situation in
Mozambique with the idea of
suggesting charity as the
answer.

What is the answer to long-
term unemployment in the west-
ern world, how can it be linked to
starvation in the so-called ‘Third
World'?

The trade union leadership is
completely bankrupt on the
question of saving jobs let alone
creating jobs. Their answer is to
wait for a Labour government.

The Workers Revolutionary
Party’s answer, having no illu-
sions in a future Labour govern-
ment, is fight back now!

Take up the .example of the
Caterpillar workers who, when
faced with a life on the dole,
staged a ‘work-in’, built and don-
ated a tractor for Ethiopia, pro-
ving there was a need for their
products. This also answers
those workers who say that if
they put sanctions on South
Africa they would lose their jobs.

Workers in British Leyland
who also face redundancy
should do the same. Let all
workers being laid off take up
their trade union leaders on
these big questions, put them on
the spot through their branches.

There has been a call from
Mozambique through the charity
organisations for trucks, planes,
clothes, food etc. Why are the
Labour and trade union leaders
remaining silent? Do they care?
If they do, then let them say so!
Make them act on their words.

To ali members of the Nation-
al Union of Seamen | would like
to say this: only this week it
became known that the EEC is
sending billions of tonnes of
butter to New Zealand to be
made into lipstick, hair oil etc.

This is sickening while chil-
dren in Mozambique, Ethiopia
are suffering from malnutrition.
Discuss this pressing matter.
What can you do to resolve this?

| would say personally take
this butter to Mozambique, re-
fuse to take it to New Zealand.
Human life is more important
than breaking your contract with
your employer or incurring the
wrath of the hated Tory govern-
ment.

| am sure the millions of work-
ers and youth would come to
your defence, those youth espe-
cially who have shown through
Live Aid, Sport Aid and the more
recent School Aid that they want
answers and would see the ‘real
job creation’ instead of the
phoney government job
schemes.

Any section of workers who
want to fight job losses and
starvation and who take such
actions would get the support of
these sections of workers and
youth.

The WRP are posing the
question of an ‘international
plan’ and asking others in the
labour movement to discuss
ways of using the latest technol-
ogy and resources of the west-
ern capitalist countries facing
mass unemployment to solve
starvation. :

We believe that no one prob-
lem of the working class can be
solved within national bound-
aries. We consider this the most
important question facing
humanity today.

Liverpool

Phyllis- Maginnis -|-

first post Monda
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Reexamine Healy’s sexual
abuse: the abandonment
of Marxism

HEALY’s sexual abuse was
the complete abandonment
of Marxism and communist
principles. It not only re-
flected the most decadent
degeneration of the capital-
ist system today, but was
tinged with mediaeval and
even more primitive forms
of social oppression.

In every single case, all
the different groups which
split off from our party fol-
lowing October 1985 sepa-
rated Healy’s sexual abuse
from his abandonment of
Marxism — but it was in fact
the highest expression of his
bourgeois political and
theoretical positions.

From the birth of Trotsky-
ism in the period of major
defeats for the working class
internationally, through the
war, into the period of econo-
mic boom that followed, the
Trotskyist movement was
throughout its history con-
fined to small numbers of
people in a period unfavour-
able for the development of
mass revolutionary parties.

Necessarily, through the
isolation of Trotskyist
groups, great distortions and
problems emerged in the de-
velopment of revolutionary
leadership: the objective
conditions existed for such
degeneration and corruption
within the movement.

It was the development of
precisely the opposite condi-
tions, revealed in the histor-
ic, determined battle of the
miners’ strike, which
brought forward the objec-
tive conditions for the break
away from this degeneration
of our movement.

The revolutionary partz
can only develop in line wit|
the objective material condi-
tions. It cannot develop out-
side of these or separate
from them.

At the centre of the histor-

‘ical development of Healy

and the corrupt bureaucratic
clique — a long time back —
was an abandonment of the
struggle to build revolution-
ary leadership and mobilise
the working class for the sei-
zure of power. It was a capi-
tulation to bourgeois ideolo-
gy, opportunism.

Having abandoned the
struggle for revolution and
confidence in the working
class to carry it out, Healy
set about getting for himself
what he could out of the par-
ty which had been founded to
achieve the world socialist
revolution.

This involved him develop-
ing his methods and techni-
ques to establish complete,
overall, dictatorial control of
the party, to transform it
into an instrument for him-
self. This was what drove
him in his depraved sexual
abuse of the revolutionary
women cadres within the
party and his brutalisation
and humiliation of the men
as well as women cadres.

His method to achieve this
was to find the weak point,
the Achilles heel, of each
cadre in order to break up
his or her self-confidence
and to crush any indepen-
dent thought. This led, when
any misgivings might arise
over Healy’s method, to the
cadres believing there was
something wrong with them
because they could not grasp
Healy’s methods — they be-
lieved it was their own lack
of understanding of
Marxism.

Through this destruction
of cadre which involved
bringing them under Healy’s
completey control, the party
totally abandoned the most
important basic principles of
communism. The clearest
expression was the most
base oppression and abuse of
women comrades akin to the
dark. ages. -

The lack of struggle in the

party as a whole against the
opé)ressmn of women pro-
vided the background for
this type of oppression of
women cadre to exist un-
challenged within the party.

It comes as no accident
that the forces who sup-
ported Healy in the split go
from that depravity to com-
})lete participation with the
orces of the capitalist state
as police witnesses in jailing
Cde Phil Penn.

This reactionary tenden-
cy, characterised by Cliff
Slaughter as near-fascist in
an aggregate at the time of
the split, showed tlieir posi-
tion in Corin Redgrave’s re-
mark: ‘We’re neither for nor
against corruption, we're for
revolution.’

In other words, principles
could be abandoned in decid-
ing the means to achieve the
end. This degeneration now
has its clearest expression in
the crossing of class lines to
become the only police wit-
nesses to jail Phil.

In 1964 it came out that
Healy had had relations with
a young comrade, with se-
rious subsequent problems.
Sections of the party lead-
ership refused to confront
what had happened and
turned away from Healy's
actions, which were swept
under the carpet. That dan-
ger of turning away still ex-
ists now.

The article on Healy’s sex-
ual abuse (Workers Press, 6
December 1986) and Norah

Wilde’s letter about it (Work- -

ers Press, 20 December 1986)
were welcome. I regret there
has not been more discus-
sion.

In Norah Wilde’s estima-
tion of incest she rejectes the
definition and analysis made
by a group, the Incest Crisis
Line, who are comé)letely
immersed in the study and
research of this phenomenon
and are in active struggle to
overcome the problem in
society.

They define incest as ‘sex-
ual abuse by someone in a
position of power and trust’.
Norah throws this out of the
window, disregarding that
this group are highly profes-
sional people who went
through the problem them-
selves.

The essence of Norah’s let-
ter is that Healy’s sexual
abuse was criminal rape, not
incest or incestuous rape.
But that is to denigrate and
patronise the large number
of women cadres within the
world Trotskyist movement
who were persistently sex-
ually abused by Healy. It is
to say they had accepted
being raped — some for 20
and more years.

What happened was that
Healy, having thrown in the
towel in the struggle for re-
volution and chosen the path
of opportunism, abused the
revolutionary aspirations of
the whole cadre and above
all the women cadres of our
movement for his own ends.

He used the unswerving
determination to make the
revolution, embodying all
the sacrifices required to
build revolutionary lead-
ership, to impose his regime
of sexual abuse and com-
plete control over party
cadre.

The impact of Healy’s sex-
ual abuse on the women
cadres can only be likened to
incest. The effect of a histor-
ically most revered leader in
the world Trotskyist move-
ment forcing his victims, all
of them party cadres, to suc-
cumb to his sexual advances
was mind-blowing for the
victims.

.. This can only be likened to
incest. A person in a position

of power over a victim, such
as a parent, by forcing the
victim into sexual relations,
has a similar devastating
effect.

The victim always consid-
ers there is something wrong
with him or herself and not
with the abuser, is unable to
cope with the reality of the
situation, and is paralysed to
act on it.

. The victim feels he or she
is in the wrong, not the abus-
er. This is very far removed
from the reaction of a victim
of rape. The fact that the
person carrying out the
abuse has the complete con-
fidence, trust and respect of
the victim is the source of
the damage.

Norah Wilde’s letter states
that this analysis of Healy’s
practices is mystification,
but her letter mystifies it
even further through her dis-
tortion of reality: she rele-
gates all of Healy’s victims
to victims of rape.

If it were possible to ex-
plain what took place so
simply, with the label of
rape, then one should draw
the conclusion that all those
vietims — an important sec-
tion of the cadre of the world
Trotskyist movement — hav-
ing put up over a long period
of time with physical coer-
cion without challenging it,
would be unlikely to be re-
volutionary fighters and
would find it nearly impossi-
ble to take up the role of
leadership within the party
and the class.

In fact it would be the
gravest of errors for the par-
ty to blame the victims for
the abuse to which they were
subjected. This would in fact
prolong the decades-long
domination of the Trotskyist
movement by bourgeois
class methods in the
approach to the double
oppression of women in soci-
ety — which continues to be
a pressure on the party up to
this day and is a continuing
danger. .

The Incest Crisis Line is
quoted in the original article
as saying:

‘It is quite common for

those in authority to turn

away from sexual abuse

when it is reported — they

feel emotionally unable to

cope with the problem, so
refer to believe it is not
appening.’

On the one side in the party
and amongst many leading
sections is a desire to move
on from the painful and dis-
tasteful revelations of the
long drawn out criminal ac-
tions of Healy. This express-
es the reaction just quoted
above.

On the other side there are
large sections in the party
who write off the sexual
abuses of Healy, conde-
mning his victims as spine-
less elements who capitu-
lated and accepted rape, this
being a convenient way of
explaining away and
rationalising what took
place.

The question still remains
as to how it was possible for
this unbelievable degenera-
tion to exist within the heart
of the international Trots-
kyist movement for so long,
acting as a vehicle for the
disarming and liquidation of
the movement.

Healy’s insistence on his
personal control over the IC
necessitated keeping the
Trotskyist movement as mi-
nute groups, enabling them
to remain under his total
power. This had a. de-
trimental effect not only on
the IC but indirectly on all

Trotskyist groups through- -
_ out the world.

" None of this can be under-

stood through separating
‘politics’ and. ‘theory’ from
the anti-communist prac-
tices expressed by the sexual
abuses of Healy. Any
attempt to move on from
analysing and examining the
long era of Healy’s sexual
abuses because of its painful
nature can only disarm the
party in its theoretical work
and political development.

The party also has to learn
to be able to protect, defend
and care for Healy’s victims
worldwide, who in many
cases have become casual-
ties of the battle. A move-
ment that cannot defend past
gains of the working class

can never carry the struggle .

through to revolution.

The domination of
bourgeois ideology in the
form of the lack of struggle
by the entire membership
against the oppression of
women within society as well
as in the party was the back-
cloth against which Healy’s
horror crimes took place. In
this way his methods domin-
ated the whole party. These
pressures and this training
still operate.

Unless throughout the par-
ty we begin to strive for an
understanding of the unifica-
tion of Healy’s practices and
the political and theoretical
degeneration that our move-
ment has undergone, we will
never overcome the
bourgeois conceptions in the
party about women, raise
the party to a Marxist level
on these questions and edu-
cate a true Marxist cadre.

In ‘Revolution Betrayed’
Trotsky says: ‘The position
of women is the most
graphic and telling indicator
for evaluating a social reg-
ime and state policy.’ So too
it is an indicator for evaluat-
ing the position inside the
party.

The development of the
objective situation propelled
forward by the miners’
strike brought forward the
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material conditions for the
party to rise up and defeat
Healy and his bureaucratic
clique. But this is only the
start of the battle, because
our party requires an entire
re-education in the basic
principles of Marxism to
forie a revolutionary lead-
ership.

If the miners’ strike trans-
formed social relations in
the course of the class strug-
gle in Britain and interna-
tionally, so also did it end the
old relations in the world
Trotskyist movement.

Just as in all revolutionary
upsurges the most oppressed
and unexpected layers came
to the forefront of the strug-
gle, the miners’ wives were
the backbone that enabled
the miners’ strike to endure
for a year. This in its turn
transformed this layer into
their opposites — from
housewives into leading
class and political fighters.

So also a parallel develop-
ment took place within the
party. Following the de-
velopment of theoretical
opposition to Healy, the most
oppressed layers within the
party took up the lead in the
struggle against the most
basic bourgeois class press-
ure of the oppression of
women in society dominat-
ing within our movement.

The most unexpected
layers who had been deliber-
ately maintained in the
greatest theoretical back-
wardness — the ‘manual
labourers’ — were propelled
forward in the explosion
within the party right into
the forefront of this historic-
al struggle.

Are we to let these forces
sink back to where they were
before? This is a danger that
confronts us today.

Or is there to be a struggle
to unify the enormous histor-
ical, theoretical and political
knowledge within our move-
ment with this leap that
emerged through the explo-
sion to establish a real
understanding of what hap-
pened within our party?

This has yet to be achieved
and never will so long as a
separation between Healy’s
sexual abuses and his ‘poli-
tical’ and ‘theoretical’ de-
generation takes place.

One of Healy’s
many victims

Confusion on Simon

Bolivar Brigade

WHAT a confused man is
Ralf Carls who wrote on the
Simon Bolivar Brigade in
last week’s Workers Press
(28 February). He tries to
compensate for his own con-
fusion by slipping an arro-
gant and vicious sentence
into the cracks in his letter.

‘Tricky Moreno’, he calls
Moreno. His organisation
tells a ‘big lie’, he says. Sure-
ly, the Workers Press must
reserve the right to ensure
that letters are free of such
personal abuse?

Before Ralf Carls launches
into a discussion he should
learn to take a serious posi-
tion on serious questions. He
faces both ways on the scan-
dalous action of the Unified
Secretariat in its attack on
the Simon Bolivar Brigade
— volunteers who went to
fight in the revolution in
Nicaragua

He says that the Unified
Secretariat had an ‘opvor-
tunist’ policy as if he was
talking about somebody hav-
ing pimples. Obviously, in
his scale of condemnations,
the action of the Unified Sec-
retariat ranks far less than
those of their victims. It is
very significant that his
venomous attacks are re-
served for those who suf-
fered imprigonment for
attempting to carry out re-
volutionary policies.

"' He writes: ‘Without openly

saying so, they want to give
the impression that the con-
struction of the SBB by the
Colombian PST was the
adequate way to build up a
revolutionary party.”

He then tells us: ‘This is a
big lie (Politically speaking-
Y'.His method is thus to imp-
ly a position for his opponent
and then proceed to call him
a liar for having it!

Obviously Ralf Carls finds
it very difficult to get beyond
the world in his own head.

He informs us: ‘Certainly
we could discuss the forma-
tion of an International Bri-
gade as an integral part of
the united front and certain-
ly one could send one if you
have the resources.” One
could, couldn’t one? In fact,
the kindest thing one can say
is: ‘Please comrade, stick to
‘“Dungeons and Dragons’’.’

‘. . ..we never deny’, he
writes, ‘sending our com-
rades in ‘‘other’’ countries to
openly fight for the revolu-
tionary programme!’ The
exclamation mark is his and
certainly all readers will be
astonished that he and his
associates in Workers Power
have a phantom army.

Finally: ‘The MAS stag-
nates...” he declares. I would
only wish that principled
Trotskyists everywhere
were stagnating like the
MAS.

Bill Hunter




LETTERS

Dates in Irish history

I WOULD suggest that to
find the right answer a per-
son should first understand
the question. With this in
mind I shall attempt to un-
ravel N.M. of Dublin’s letter
(Workers Press, 14 Febru-
ary) which I consider to be a
confused blending of both
fact and conjecture.

To begin, N.M. suggests
that Trotskyists have
attempted in Ireland to iden-
tify 1916, 1798 and 1641 as the
principal dates in Irish his-
tory.

Let me remind N.M. that
the main tool for Trotskyists
along with dialectical mater-
ialism is historical material-
ism, the Marxist analysis of
society in history. Therefore
Trotskyists view all history
as important.

However Trotskyists, bas-

ing themselves on the strug-
gle and primacy of the work-
ing class in this period, have
no trouble in identifying Eas-
ter 1916 as the principal date
in Irish history, for it was
there that the working class
fought as a class for itself
through taking part in that
rebellion of the Irish
Citizen’s army (read Trotsky
and Lenin on this question).

N.M. goes on to extol the
values of 1688 and the con-
stitution. It was nothing
more than a gentleman’s
agreement which sought to
amelioriate between con-
tending classes and class en-
tities, the church,
bourgeoisie, aristocracy and
monarchy within the
embryonic capitalist state.

On the question of the
counter revolution of James

II and Charles I, I would
concede that this is by and
large correct, however it
leaves out the total effect on
Ireland as a whole with re-
spect to the restoration of
Catholic rights, as the late
Cde Jack Gale wrote in his
short but excellent book
‘Oppression and Revolt in
Ireland’:

‘The restoration of the En-
glish monarchy in 1660 made
little difference to Ireland.
True, the Catholic James II
repealed Cromwell’s Act of

- settlement, but in practice

nothing was done to restore

the land to its former Catho-"

lic owners.’

In fact the act of Settle-
ment was replaced later on
by the barbaric penal laws

Norah’s vote of thanks. . .

I WISH to thank all partici-
pants in recent exchanges in
Workers Press concerning
my letter which dealt with
the exceptionally confused
theoretical content of Cyril
Smith’s article ‘State Power
and National Security’.

I extend my thanks to J.
Robinson for reminding us
that there are still some
comrades around, such as
himself, who believe that ‘se-
rious discussion’ is furthered
by suppressing contributions
with which he personally dis-
agrees.

I would like to thank Work-
ers Press for taking no
notice of him.

My warmest thanks to R.
Goldstein who appears to
have clarified, to J. Robin-
son’s satisfaction, the lat-
ter’'s mistaken idea that I
hold a reformist view of the
bourgeois democratic capi-
talist state.

I thank J. Peters for intro-
ducing a moment of comic
relief when, in offering a let-
ter for publication, he con-
tradicted his own sombre
criticism of the editors, viz.,
that they had failed to keep
off the pages of Workers
Press disagreements be-
tween Party members.

To D. Bruce I extend my
appreciation of his acute
observation that the great
majority in our Party who
have not previously had the
opportunity of expressing
political or theoretical ideas,
are now struggling to over-
come the lethal consequ-
ences of this legacy from the

past, a matter which cannot
be over-estimated.

Finally, I welcome P.
Fryer’s questions concern-
ing my letter, whilst noting
that they were directed to
the wrong person.

More recently, P. Fryer
stated in his reply to D.
Bruce: ‘Wilde wrote . . . at
a higher level of abstraction
than I am able to follow,” and
added: ‘If her ideas have
substance and validity, can
they not be addressed in sim-
pler . . . terms?’ (Workers
Press, 28 February 1987).

Peter is coming close to
suggesting that terms he
finds difficult and unfamiliar
are of doubtful validity.

Is this his view of the
terms employed in ‘Capital’
(Marx); ‘Logic’ (Hegel);
‘Ulysses’ (Joyce) or ‘The
Theory of Relativity’ (Ein-
stein) ete.?

Or does he not agree that -
_every science, including

Marxism, develops its own
specialised terms, which
have to be mastered in the
course of studying theory?

For the use of everyday,
commonsensical terms and
language is inadequate and
an ideological barrier to
theoretically penetrating the
laws of motion governing na-
ture and society, whilst the
demand for ‘simpler terms’
is usually the ery of
affronted common sense
(bourgeois ideology) in the
face of necessary and un-
avoidable difficult theoretic-
al work.

In this instance, my letter

was not directed at the
general reader of Workers
Press, but to cadre familiar
with Marxist theory. Con-
strained by the 500-word
limit, it took an inevitably
condensed and concentrated
form.

It presupposed cadre’s
knowledge of the theory of
imperialism; the theory of
the state and its contradic-
tory bourgeois democratic
form; the theory of dialectic-
al logic materialistically
understood; and an historic-
al materialist understanding’
of the basis of social change.

Nor did I, nor could I,
elaborate on these theories
as a whole as I would have
wished, but was obliged to
confine myself to dealing
with them only at the point at
which Cyril’s errors con-
flicted with them.

That is why, when I noted
the character of some of Pe-
ter’s questions directed to
Richard, it occurred to me
that no one, in the space of
500 words, could fully
answer those questions ex-
cept Peter himself through
studying Marxist theory.

One side of the discussion
has thus had the unexpected
and useful consequence of
stimulating his desire to
understand theoretical mat-
ters. In this respect I am
sure, therefore, he will be
assisted by the editors of
Workers Press who might
draw his attention to some
suitable Marxist texts.

Norah Wilde

under N.M.’s much vaunted
‘democratic’ British state.

N.M.’s reference to Ashe
leaves me at best bemused.
What Provost Ashe had done
only extended to the gates of
Dublin university — which at
that time was a bastion of
protestant ascendancy.

Anyhow it would seem that
petty-bourgeois philanthro-
pic notions extended beyond
this to other well-known ex-
amples, Dean Swift being
one of them. However, such
enlightened views only held
sway with a handful of indi-
viduals and never made a jot
of difference to the oppres-
sed peoples of Ireland.

I found N.M.’s letter un-
satisfactory and misleading,
for a person reading it might
assume by its tone that it had
been a succession of Repub-
licans and Catholics which
have stopped the ‘democra-
tic’ state of Britain allowing
a degree of autonomy to the
oppressed peoples of Ireland
in the period 1688-1690 and
after.

Where there might be
slight mileage in such an
argument let us not forget
that it was the ‘British demo-
cratic state’ that underpin-
ned the class system in Ire-
land. As a result all the pet-
ty-bourgeois ideas of Repub-
licanism and reaction of
Catholicism in Ireland have
been, and are, contingent on
the British colonial and im-
perial presence, in that
order.

Let me assure N.M. that
while the WRP will support
unreservedly but not uncriti-
cally the Republican move-
ment, we will not be sub-
sumed into purely nationa-
listic politics. Indeed if we
did not work alongside Re-
publican elements we could
isolate ourselves from poten-
tial class fighters, negate
our duty in our support of
anti-imperialist tendencies
and we could also be accused
— quite correctly — of being
sectarian.

However, it is true that we
must build the party in Ire-
land and develop a program-
me for the Irish dimension.

To conclude I would sug-
gest that if N.M. wishes fo
understand the real ‘mate-
rial factors’ in Irish history
he or she should look to the
role of butcher when looking
at British attempts to rule in
Ireland, rather than placing
his cards on the British
‘gentleman’s’ agreement of
the constitution, or the even
more gentlemanly aspira-
tions of past Provosts of
Dublin university.

P.M. Winters
North London WRP

LISTINGS

Listings are published free by
WORKERS PRESS for organisa-
tions within the Labour move-
ment. Please send details of any
function or event you want to
advertise to arrive by mid-da
Monday for publication the foi-
lowing Friday.

NON-STOP PICKET OF SOUTH
AFRICA HOUSE. For the release
of Nelson Mandela and all political
prisoners in South Africa. For
sanctions against the racist South
African government. Outside
South Africa House in Trafalgar
Square, London. Organised by
City of London Anti-Apartheid.

CAMPAIGN AGAINST POLICE
REPRESSION (CAPR) Weekly
planning meetings are held every
Tuesday, 7.30pm, Stoke Newing-
ton Community Centre, Leswin
Road, N16. All are welcome. Con-
tact: Box CAPR, 83 Blackstock
Road. London N4 (01-881 2938)

NICARAGUA SOLIDARITY
CAMPAIGN Ciub Sandino, 144
Upper Street, Islington, London
N1. Set up bY the Campaign, this
new club will be opening on 5
March. For details ring 01-608
0686

SOCIALIST HEALTH ASSOCIA-
TION National One Day Confer-
ence: A New Agenda for Public
Health, Saturday 21 March, Cam-
den Town Hall, Euston Road,
NW1. 10.30a.m.-4.30p.m.

FROM RESISTANCE TO REBEL-
LION An exhibition of Asian and
Afro-Caribbean struggles in Bri-
tain. Multicultural Education Cen-
tre, Leeds, 7. March 2-13, Phone
0532 623 448 for further details.

LABOUR BRIEFING Youth Day
School: ‘Youth and Sexuality’;
Saturday 21 March 10.00am-
4.30pm. For details of venue etc.
phone Fran (01-431 0357) or Mike
(01-769 6803) )
DEFEND THE WOMBOURNE 12
Defend Lesbian and Ga¥ Rights.
Planning meeting every Thursday
at 7.30pm, The Red Rose Club,
129 Seven Sisters Road, London
N7 (Finsbury Park tube)
GEORGE ROUCOU DEFENCE
CAMPAIGN National Lobby, Fri-
day 13 March 12.00 midday —
2.00p.m. Immigration Appeals
Office, Aldine House, New Bailey
Street (across the frwell), Man-
chester. Bring your banners!

CITY OF LONDON Anii-
Apartheid Group National De-
monstration and Rally, Saturday
14 March. Assemble Whittington
Park, Highgate (near Archway
tube) at 1.00pm; march to South
African Embassy

CHUMMUN SISTERS DEFENCE
CAMPAIGN House of Commons
Public: Meeting, Monday 9 March,
6.30p.m. Speakers: Mariam
Chummun and Marion Gaima,
trade unionists both facing de-
portation; Jeremy Corbyn MP, Alf
Dubs MP (time permitting); Gloria

Mills NUPE Equal Rights Officer.
BRING BACK VICTORIA WIL-
LIAMS! Campaign meetings take
place on second and fourth
Wednesdays of every month at,
UCA, Acton Technical College,
Mill Hill Road, Acton (7.30 p.m.)

LESBIANS AND GAYS SUP-
PORT THE PRINTWORKERS
Public Meeting, ‘The Lessons of
Wapping’; Duke of York, York
Way, Kings Cross, 7.30p.m.
Wednesday 11 March. Speakers:
Liz Short (SOGAT), NALGO,

LGSP, Left Out and others.

6th INTERNATIONAL BOOK
FAIR Radical Black and Third
World books. Camden Centre,
Bidborough Street, Kings Cross,
26-29 March. Concerts, readings,
exhibitions, films, forums and
panels will also be taking place
(Fair events also being held 18-21
March in Manchester, and on 1-5
April in Bradford. Telephone 01-
272 4889 and 01-579 4902 for
details)

WORKERS REVOLUTIONARY PARTY

PUBLIC LECTURES

All on FRIDAY evenings
7.30pm sharp
Duke of York, York Way
Near Kings Cross
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WORKERS PRESS leads the fight for4Trotsky|;sm
and Marxist principles in the labour and trade union
movement nationally and internationally.

WORKERS PRESS is committed to tell the truth and
uncover corruption in the workers’ movement.

You can have WORKERS PRESS delivered for 25p
per week.

POSTAL
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Prompt, regular, reliable — anywhere in the world!
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Send to: WORKERS PRESS, PO Box 735, London SW9 7QS

LOWTRY LTD (TU)
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£15,000 Special Fund

IN SO FAR: £10,757.84

THE Workers Revolutionary Party Special Fund is being
used to pay for the preparation for an International Confer-
ence of Trotskyists to re-organise the Fourth International
planned for later this year.

We thank members and supporters for the response which
brought the first £10,000 in by the target date. The total we
have asked for is £15,000 — and it is now coming in very
slowly.

@ Send contributions, large or small, to: WRP Special Fund,

PO Box 735, London SW9 7QS

WORKERS PRESS

MARCH FUND

IN SO FAR: £598.33

FEBRUARY’S fund was completed successfully at
£2,289.09. The March fund has got off to a good start.
Please keep sending extra if possible for the monthly
fund.

The battle to cover the costs of our paper is con-
tinuous, and we depend on the contributions coming
in each day.

Please send donations to: Workers Press, PO Box
735, London SW9 7QS

WORKERS
REVOLUTIONARY
PARTY

Please send me information about the Workérs Re-
volutionary Party.

Name ......c.ccoviiiiiiii date.....cccooviniiiiiiiie
AAAIESS ...
Trade Union...................... Age (if under 21)

SEND TO:

Secretary to the Central Committee

PO Box 735, London SW9
7QS
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AIDS: Product of Imperialist

THERE has been huge
publicity and discus-
sion about AIDS in the
media in recent weeks,
but the origin of this
killer virus is still pre-
sented as a mystery.
The BBC TV program-
me last Friday ‘AIDS
— the Facts’ claimed
that ‘nobody knows for
sure’ where the virus
came from and left it
at that.

However, many scien-
tists now believe that the
AIDS virus is man-made.

One scientist in particular,
Professor Jakob Segal, has
published devastating evi-
dence which pinpoints pre-
cisely the time and location
of the AIDS virus’ origin:
1977 in a top security US
military research labora-
tory, Block 550 in Fort De-
trick, Maryland, USA.

Professor Segal, former
head of the Institute of
General Biology at Hum-
boldt University in East Ber-
lin, specialises in research
into proteins, higher protein
systems and their genetic
structures.

In an extensive interview
with the West German radic-
al daily ‘Tageszeitung’
(18.2.1987), Professor Segal
explains how he came to in-
vestigate the origins of
AIDS: :

‘When, in August 1985, the
theory was spread in the
media that AIDS had arisen
when a hitherto harmless

virus living in the green .

monkey in Africa was trans-

ferred through bites to hu- .
mans and mutated into the ,
AIDS virus in the human '

body, this seemed to me so
improbable that I decided to
investigate.’

Identification

The theory was first adv-
anced by a US virologist, Dr
Max Essex, although scien-
tists all over the world dis-
proved it immediately.

The spread of such
theories by scientists consti-
tuted nothing less than ‘con-
scious deception’, says Pro-
fessor Segal.

The first successful identi-
fication of the AIDS virus
was in the spring of 1983 by
Professor Luc Montaigner at
the Pasteur Institute in
France.

Three months later, the
virus was also identified in
the US by the Bethesda

Laboratory led by Professor
ﬁ.’illlo, who named it HTLV

The suggestion was that it
was a virus related to two
other newly-discovered
viruses, HTLV I and HTLV
II, both of which produce
cancer of the T-cells, (cells
which control the production
of anti-bodies against infec-
tion in the human body.)

The AIDS virus turned out
to be fundamentally diffe-
rent from cancer-inducing
viruses.

The latter do not destroy
the T-cells, but they produce
a cancer in, maybe, one cell
in a million, leaving the
other 999,999 cells intact to
continue functioning.

Entire

The AIDS virus, on the
other hand, destroys all the
T-cells, causing the entire
immune system to break
down and leaving the body
defenceless against normal-
ly harmless infections.

Recognising the AIDS
virus could not possibly have
arisen through mutation
from Professor Gallo’s
HTLV I and HTLN II
viruses, scientists then be-
gan to search for other
groups of viruses similar to
the HTLV 111 (AIDS) virus.

One of the characteristics
of AIDS is its long incubation

. period, so they looked at a

group of viruses which have

. an incubation period of simi-

lar length and which affect
mainly hooved animals such
as horses and goats.

One of these proved to be
very similar to the AIDS
virus: the so-called Visna-
virus, which affects sheep
and is found particularly in
‘Greenland.

A remarkable discovery
was then made.

Although the genetic struc-
ture of the Visna-virus is
almost identical to the HTLV
III (AIDS) virus, the Visna
lacked just one single
‘piece’, a piece which was
present in both the HTLV I
and HTLV III (AIDS)
viruses.

In the words of Professor
Segal: ‘The AIDS virus is a
Visna-virus from which
somebody has cut out a piece
and exchanged it for
another.’

He specifies: ‘We are deal-
ing here not just with any
piece that has been ex-
changed: it is the piece
which contains the heredit-
ary ability to produce the
particular kinds of protein
that enable the virus to latch
into the human T-cells.’

And he elaborates: ‘As

BY LISE
BAUER

soon as the virus was given
the possibility to fix itself
onto a certain type of cells, it
was made into a virus which
is infectious for this type of
cells.’

Is it possible that this kind
of exchange of genetic mat-
ter could have occurred
naturally? Professor Segal
is certain that such a
mechanism does not exist,
one reason being that
viruses do not reproduce
sexually i.e. they lack the
ability to combine genes.

He says: ‘There is no nor-
mal biological way in which
the exchange of genetic mat-
ter could have taken place.
HTLV III was therefore cre-
ated either by a miracle or
by a technique which we
have known and perfected
for about two decades:
through genetic manipula-
tion.

‘It is, of course, no acci-
dent therefore that this virus
did not arise 2000 years ago
but only since we have this
technique.’ -

Who, therefore, created
this virus, where, when and
why?

Professor Segal is certain
that only genetic technicians
could have been involved
who had access to a top
security laboratory of the
type ‘P-4, i.e. one specially
designed and approved for
experiments with morbific
agents (agents causing dis-
ease) and which features the
strictest possible safety me-
asures, because of the great
dangers of such experi-
ments.

Such laboratories are rare
and very expensive.

The first type ‘P-4’ labora-
tory was opened in 1977 in
Block 550 of the US military
research institute in Fort
Detrick, Maryland USA.

Since the relevant techni-
ques had been developed
many years before, Profes-
sor Segal is certain that ex-
periments involving genetic
manipulation of _morbific
agents must have taken
place in Fort Detrick im-
mediately after the opening
of the ‘P-4’ laboratory.

Including

‘Why else would you need
a P-4 Lab? It must therefore
be assumed that products of
such experiments were in
existence by the end of 1977.
Including the AIDS virus.’

Professor Segal explains

that experience has shown
that the human body has de-
veloped certain defences
against ancient illnesses.

But there are no defences
against new types of dis-
eases: for example, whole
Red indian tribes were
annihilated when measles
was brought over from
Europe.

That is, of course, why the
military has a special in-
terest in the development of
new diseases.

But how did the AIDS virus
get out of Block 550 despite
all the safety precautions?

It is well documented, not
least by the recently pub-
lished United States Con-
gress reports on experi-
ments involving the effects
of radioactivity on the hu-
man body, that experiments
with viruses and other mor-
bific agents, too, are done on
human guinea-pigs.

These are ‘volunteers’,
mainly prisoners with very
long or life sentences, who
are promised release if they
survive the experiment.

Infection

Since AIDS starts with a
phase resembling a slight in-
fection (intermittent fever,
diarrhoea, rashes) which dis-
appears after a short time
and no further symptoms
occur for many months or
several years, the conclusion

~ must have been drawn that

the newly-manufactured
virus was ineffective and the
prisoner-‘volunteers’ re-
leased after a few months.

Fort Detrick, being situ-
ated in the state of Mary-
land, is not far from the city
of New York.

Professor Segal is certain
that New York was therefore
the obvious choice for these

. ex-prisoners to begin a new

life in the anonymity of this
big city.

In addition, many long-
term prisoners adopt
homosexual practices dur-
ing the long years of their
confinement — not surpri-
singly they would choose the
gay milieu upon, their arriv-
al in New York.

This explains, according to
Professor Segal, the fact
that the first AIDS cases
appeared among the gay

ar Drive?

'One of the most terrifying dlsea ever to afflict humanity is

the direct result of imperialism’s unrelenting drive for more
horrific weapons’. Above: NATO chemical warfare manoeuvres

in the 1980s

community in New York in
1979,

This would also corres-
pond with the incubation
period of AIDS, particularly
when taking into account
that these people had been
given massive doses of the
virus by injection, which
possibily shortened the in-
cubation period somewhat.

Segal deals with the theory
that AIDS originated in Afri-
ca. Despite the most thor-
ough research he was unable
to trace an AIDS case in
f;)fsléica before December

- He thinks the most likely
way the killer virus came to
Africa was through foreign
visitors such as tourists,
technicians and commercial
travellers, who passed it on
to African prostitutes.

The Paris AIDS-Congress
held in June last year fea-
tured no less than 17 diffe-
rent papers all proving con-
clusively that AIDS could not
possibly have originated in
Africa.

Explaining the persistence
of this myth, Professor Segal
says: ‘When colleagues, who
can be expected to be famil-
iar with the subject litera-
ture, still propound the Afri-
ca-thesis in the media and
public discussions, then this
is conscious deception in

order to conceal the US-
origins of AIDS from the
general public.’

Professor Segal has no
illusions that the US military
or the US government will
ever allow the admittance of
responsibility for developing
the AIDS virus.

He also thinks it unlikely
that any of the men who
unwittingly brought the
virus out of Fort Detrick are
still alive.

But he concludes: ‘The cir-
cumstantial evidence is
overwhelming. There is no
other scientifically defend-
able theory about the origins
of AIDS, nor its first appear-
ance in New York.

‘As far as a scientific
statement can be made with
certainty at all, we can safe-
ly say: AIDS is man-made in
USA’

I Professor Segal is right,
this means that one of the
most terrifying diseases
ever to afflict humanity is
the direct result of imperial-
ism’s unrelenting drive for
more horrific weapons.

It means that US imperial-
ism is directly responsible
for the deaths of thousands
of people, maybe millions in
the next few years, as surely
as if it were dropping bombs
onto their homes.

RoBsoN's CHOICE

THE ITV programme First Tues-
day in the best traditions of inves-
tigative journalism, keeps ham-
mering away on behalf of the
Guildford Four.

Last July they reported the facts
surrounding the Guildford and
Woolwich bombings and forced the
Home Office to review the case
since it was patently obvious that
the criminal jailing of the Four,
solely on the basis of forced confes-
sions retracted in court, pointed to
a serious miscarriage of justice.

But the Home Secretary has so
far refused to re-open the case on
the flimsy ground that no new
evidence had been presented.

So last week First Tuesday pre-
sented new evidence for all to see
— in the form of an independent
witness who can account for Paul
Hill’s whereabouts at the time of
the Woolwich bombing. Let the
Home Secretary try and wriggle
out of that one!

% ok Ok

On Saturday at 8.15p.m. (C4) a
chance to see the final part of
Pioneers of Socialism. Infinitely
more rewarding will be part-two
(of four) of Ingmar Bergman’s
Fanny and Alexander (9.35p.m.
BBC2) foilowed by Sawdust and
Tinsel at 10.55p.m.

Howard Hughes’ Hell’'s Angels
(justly famous for its air-stunts and
Jean Harlow, not necessarily in
that order) is on Sunday (2.30p.m.
C4). At 5.15p.m. on BBC2 Thinking
Aloud comes from the USSR, and
bears all the signs of being a big
boost for Gorbachev’s ‘new turn’.

For nostalgia I will look at

rmchair Theatre, (9.15p.m. ITV),
which this week features a play by
Robert Muller.

On Monday there is Panorama
(9.30p.m. BBC1) which last week -
gave .an excellent account of the
“‘Arms for Iran-Contras’ scandal

Earth. Thursday, 10.30p.m. ITV

currently rocking the White House.
It is worth keeping a wary eye on
current affairs programmes like
Panorama, This Week, News Night
and World in Action precisely be-

cause they do not announce the
topics they are going to deal with in
advance. One can often be
pleasantly and usefully surprised.

Tuesday (10.30p.m. ITV) offers
the first of a new three-part series
called Earth: The Shadow of
Humanity — a serious attempt to
take stock of man’s impact on the
eco-system.

‘The first one is an analysis of
the ecological state of the planet,’
producer Richard Broad ex-
plained, ‘and attempts to raise the
ecological debate up a notch.
We’re not talking about dying
whales, we’re talking about se-
rious impacts on life-support sys-
tems.’

‘Nature provides us with a lot of
free services, like rain, which we
take for granted. But we cannot
take them for granted because
they can break down.

‘The second programme is a sort
of history of the emergence of

ecology as an idea and discipline.
It’s called The Killing of the Green,
and it starts with the war, with the
bomb really, and it traces the way
in which ecological ideas first got
into scientists’ heads and later into
general consciousness.’

On Wednesday Fay Weldon’s
Heart of the Country continues at
9.25p.m. (BBC2).

On Thursday a social curiosity
produced by the Maysles brothers,
314)1975: Grey Gardens (10.45p.m.

On Friday Arena looks at the
work of Soviet filmmaker Andrei
Tarkovsky who died in 1986 not
long after quitting the country of
his birth. Jules Dassin’s The
Naked City is at 11.15p.m. (C4) —
well worth a look for sheer enter-
tainment. :

Robson’s Choice will reap-

pear in three weeks’ time.
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NEW EVIDENCE

First Tuesday: A Case That Won’t
Go Away. 3 March.

YORKSHIRE Television’s
First Tuesday programme this
week showed again that the
imprisoning of the Guildford
Four — Carole Richardson,
Paul Hill, Gerald Conlon and
Paddy Armstrong — was no-
thing more than a crude state
frame-up.

The government’s attempt to
keep the Guildford Four in prison
in spite of clear evidence that they
are innocent is consistent with the
state’s need to intimidate and sup-
press all those who are coming into
the fight for a united Ireland and
demanding the withdrawal of Brit-
ish troops from the north of Ire-
land, not to mention attempting to
save the skins of those in the judici-
ary who have conspired to keep
them locked up.

When Home Secretary Hurd re-
cently refused to refer the case to
the Court of Appeal (and where
were the protests from the spine-
less Labour Party?) he claimed he
could not, because there was no
‘new evidence’.

' RONG
pATRICK ARMST
This, maintained Hurd, was the

convention followed by previous
Home Secretaries. This is a lie.

The statutory requirement is for
the Home Secretary to refer a case
%ot ’the Court of Appeal ‘if he thinks

The Appeal Court has already
ruled in the Confait case that cases
can be reopened if it is ‘in the
interest of justice’.

Conventions, as Thatcher will
have told Hurd if he enquired, are
for stuffing down the throats of
those prepared to swallow them.

As readers of Workers Press will
recall, the only evidence used to
convict the Guildford Four was
their own ‘confessions’ extracted
by beatings and threats by a police
let off the leash by a Labour Home
Secretary.

The confessions were im-

mediately withdrawn by the Guild-

ford Four, all of whom have pro-

e
CAROL

tested their innocence since.

Present legal guidelines prevent
prosecutions based on confessions
without corrobating evidence.

Notwithstanding the miscar-
riage of justice which has occur-
red, regardless of Hurd’s require-
ment for ‘new evidence’, the First
Tuesday investigators have found
that new evidence.

On 7 November 1974, Yvonne
Fox was visiting her friends Ann
and Frank Keenan, where Paul
Hill was staying at the time.

She remembers that Paul Hill
was there all evening, apart from
20 minutes when he went out to
phone his girlfriend.

Yvonne Fox is an English house-
wife and has no particular reason
to involve herself in controversy.

Why was her evidence not called
at the trial? Why was the evidence
not made available to the defence?

The police clearly wanted to
whip up anti-Irish feeling at the
trial, and to cloud the fact that they
did not have a shred of evidence
against the Guildford Four apart
from their ‘confessions’.

It was possible to ‘taint’
the

L
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Keenans with being Irish, so that
the judge and jury would suspect
their alibi evidence for Paul Hill.

If the evidence of Yvonne Fox
had been called it would have des-
troyed such a scenario.

The case against Paul Hill was
crucial for the success of the
crown’s case because it was his
‘confession’ which implicated the
other defendants.

If the case against Paul Hill had
collapsed, the whole trial would
have followed suit.

It is instructive to trace the legal
somersaults carried out by the
Court of Appeal to prevent a
reopening of the case.

Lord Devlin has now prepared a
written opinion concluding that the
convictions are ‘totally unsafe’.

The basis for his conclusions
are:

1. When Brendan Dowd, a mem-
ber of the IRA active service unit
arrested after the Balcombe Street
siege, admitted responsibility for

LONG LARTIN
HM Prison Long Lartin, South Littleton,
Evesham, Worcs, WR11 5TZ
LIAM BAKER: 20-year sentence, 464984.
JAMES BENNETT: 20-year sentence, 464989.
EDDIE BUTLER: Life sentence, 338637.
ROBERT CUNNINGHAM: 20-year sentence,
131877.
GERRY CUNNINGHAM: 20-year sentence,
132016.

JOHN McCOMB: 17-year sentence, B51715.

ANDY MULRYAN: 20-year sentence, 461576.

PATRICK MULRYAN: 20-year sentence, 461575.

NOEL GIBSON: Life sentence, 879225,
PARKHURST

HM Prison Parkhurst, Newport, Isle of Wight,

PO30 5NX )

PATRICK HACKETT: 20-year sentence, 342603.
GERRY McDONNELL: Life sentence, B75882.
PAUL NORNEY: Life sentence, 863532.
TOMMY QUIGLEY: Life sentence 69204.
PETER SHERRY: Life sentence, B75880.

WAKEFIELD
HM Prison Love Lane, Wakefield, W Yorks.
WF2 9AG
HUGH DOHERTY: Life sentence, 338636.
NATALINO VELLA: 15-year sentence, B71644.
ALBANY
HM Prison Albany, Newport, isle of Wight,
PO30 5RS
MARTIN BRADY: Life sentence, 119087.
HARRY DUGGAN: Life sentence, 338638.
BILLY GRIMES:
SEAN KINSELLA: Life sentence, 758661.
SEAN HAYES: 20-year sentence, 341418.
GARTREE
HM Prison Gartree, Leicester Rd, Market Har-
borough, Leics, LE16 7RP
RONNIE McCARTNEY: Life sentence, 463799.
STEPHEN NORDONE: Life sentence 758663.
JOE O'CONNELL: Life sentence, 338635
ROY WALSH: Life sentence, 119083.
FRANKLAND
HM Prison Finchale Ave, Brasside, Durham
WILLIAM ARMSTRONG: Life sentence, 119085
BRENDAN DOWD: Life sentence, 758662.
PAUL HOLMES: Life sentence, 119034.
. CON McFADDEN: 20-year sentence, 130662.
EDDIE O'NEILL: 20-year sentence, 135722.

REPUBLICAN PRISONERS OF WAR

. Richardson, indefinite detention.

LEICESTER
HM Prison Welford Rd, Leicester, LE2 7AJ
PAUL KAVANAGH: Life sentence, 1888.
BRIAN KEENAN: 21-year sentence, B26380.
PATRICK McGEE: Life sentence, B75881.
WORMWOOD SCRUBS
HM Prison, PO Box 757, Du Cane Road,
London W12 0AE
DONAL CRAIG: 4 years.
LIVERPOOL
VINCE DONNELLY: Life sentence, 274064.
DURHAM
HM Prison Durham, Old Elvert Street, Durham.
MARTINA ANDERSON: Life sentence, D25134.
ELLA O'DWYER: Life sentence, D25135.
REMAND PRISONERS:
BRIXTON
HM Prison, Jebb Avenue, Brixton, London
SW2 SXF.
MICHAEL J McKENNEY: L46486
G. (DANNY) McNAMEE: L48616
WORMWOOD SCRUBS
LIAM QUINN: L49930
INNOCENT MEN AND
WOMEN FRAMED BY THE
BRITISH POLICE:
CAROLE RICHARDSON: 290719, HM Prison
Styal, Wilmslow, Cheshire
PATRICK ARMSTRONG: HM Prison Gartree.

PAUL HILL: 462778. HM Prison Womwood
Scrubs.

GERARD CONLON: 462779, HM Prison Long
Lartin.

JUDITH WARD, HM Prison Durham.

HUGH CALLAGHAN, 509499, HM Prison Gar-
tree.

JOHN WALKER, 509494, HM Prison, Long Lartin.
BILLY POWER, 509498, HM Prison Wormwood
Scrubs. L ¥

GERARD HUNTER, 509495, HM Prison Frank-
land.

RICHARD McILKENNY, 509498, HM Prison
Wormwood Scrubs

PADDY HILL, 509496, HM Prison Gartree.
They are all serving life and in the case of Carole

We thank An Cumann Cabhrach, British section,
for supplying and updating this information.

the pub bombings in Guildford, his
evidence should have been consi-
dered by a jury. It was their sole
responsibility to decide whether or
not he was telling the truth.

Instead the Appeal Court substi-
tuted themselves for a jury and
f%lind Dowd’s confession ‘unbeliev-
able’.

2. It was impossible for any jury to
convict without having all the evi-
dence from the Balcombe Street
defendants and the Guildford Four
defendants. By splitting the trials
the jury which convicted the Guild-
ford Four was prevented from con-
sidering all the evidence.

3. By deciding that the evidence of
Dowd was not to be believed the
Appeal Court was sitting as an
appeal court from itself, and not
from a jury — a concept unknown
in English law.

While Home Secretary Hurd
drags his feet on investigating
known fascists who have obtained
a haven in this country after com-
mitting crimes in World War II,

GERARD CONLON

claiming that he wants to ‘avoid a
witch-hunt’ — four innocent people
languish in jail.

This hypocrite was not slow in
keeping from parliament medical
evidence obtained at the instiga-
tion of the Home Office that the
confession of Carole Richardson
was ‘very probably unreliable’.

The First Tuesday programme
titled its report ‘the case that won’t
go away’.

It is the duty of every worker,
youth, trade unionist to redouble
their efforts to demand the release
of the Guildford Four and those
other Irish prisoners whose only
crime was to be Irish.

©® Quash the convictions of the
Guildford Four now!

©® Release the Guildford Four im-
mediately with compensation for
their 13 lost years!

@ Release the Birmingham Six
and other framed Irish prisoners!

@ A trade union inquiry into the
convictions and imprisonments of
the Guildford Four!

Martin Westwood

Another show
trial planned?

[ BY CHARLIE WALSH |

TWO Belfast men were charged at
Lambeth on 21 February with con-
spiring to cause explosions, posses-
sing the explosive substance Sen-
tex with intent to endanger life,
and possessing firearms between 1
.thnuary and 19 February in Bri-
ain.

They were Patrick McLaughlin,
from Ballymurphy, and Liam
McCotter.

They were held under the Pre-
vention of Terrorism Act when
armed detectives raided a house in
the Moss Side district of Man-
chester.

Lambeth Magistrates court was
turned into a virtual fortress for

-the brief hearing, with a police

helicopter hovering overhead
while marksmen took up positions
on high-rise buildings overlooking
the Victorian courthouse.

Other officers manned barri-
cades, sealing off the entrance to
the court, and the two men were
brought in a convoy of police vehi-
cles guarded by detectives armed
with pump action shotguns.

Newsmen and other visitors to
the building were frisked and
asked to produce identification.

As usual, the massive police op-
eration was designed to create the
impression that these two Irish-
men are guilty and so dangerous
that the public have to be protected
from them.

. It will now he almost impossible
for either Patrick McLaughlin or
Liam McCotter to get a fair trial.
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Stalin’s
censors in
Britain

‘DON’T publish it. Not when I've
got to cope with the old bugger, the
long bugger, and that bloody red
arse of a dean.’

The year was 1937. Who was
pleading with whom? And whom
was he referring to?

The speaker was Harry Pollitt,
general secretary of the Commun-
ist Party of Great Britain. He was
trying to persuade the publisher
Victor Gollancz, prime mover of
the Left Book Club, to suppress an
already announczd title whose au-
thor had just fallen foul of the
Stalinists.

The ‘old bugger’ was Stalin. The
‘long bugger’ was R.P. (‘Crisis’)
Dutt, Pollitt’s comrade-in-arms
and, in carefully fostered legend,
boon companion. The dean — I
suspect Pollitt’s actual words were

‘bloody red ass’ — was Hewlett
Johnson, the ‘Red Dean’ of Canter-
bury.

This is one of the host of anec-
dotes that help to make ‘Victor
Gollancz: A Biography’ by Ruth
Dudley Edwards (Victor Gollancz
Ltd, £20) such an entertaining, en-
lightening, and satisfying book.

Let me admit at once that 782

pages may seem an awful lot of
biography, even when it concerns
such an ignorant, naive, lying,
cowardly, vain, hypersensitive,
impatient, cheese-paring, energe-
tic, altogether larger-than-life
character as Victor Gollancz.
But no one who wants to under-
stand what was going on in the
British left in the 1930s can afford
to neglect those four central chap-
ters in which Edwards quite bril-

| liantly traces the rise and decline

of the Left Book Club as a Stalinist
‘front’ organisation. '

This is a book solidly based on
primary sources, and the light it
throws on the Left Book Club is
new, revealing, and almost totally
reliable.

At its peak in the spring of 1939
the LBC had 1,200 groups with
57,000 members and claimed to
have distributed over 2 million
books, half a million pamphlets,
and 15 million leaflets. Edwards’s
account of it is much superior to
the bloodless official history by
John Lewis, published in 1970. .

Edwards has read Gollancz’s
private papers and is therefore
able to take the reader behind the
scenes and show just how the Club
was manipulated by the Stalinists,
and how extremely willing Gol-
lancz was to be manipulated, until
he fell out with them.

As close to the Stalinists, by his
own later admission, ‘as one hair
to another’ — though he qualified
the admission by claiming that he
had been at the same time billions
of light years away from them —
Gollancz permitted, and helped to
operate, overt CP censorship of all
political manuscripts submitted to

his firm.

Gollancz himself was one of the
three official selectors. The others
were John Strachey, at that period
a CP fellow-traveller; and Harold
Laski, who was often so lazy that
he recommended or rejected books
v«lrlithout actually bothering to read
them. .

In practice many decisions were
taken by the CP functionary Emile
Burns, who was secretly co-opted
to the selection committee and who
gave his opinion before the formal,
rubber-stamping weekly meeting.

Burns and his fellow-Stalinists
John Lewis and Sheila Lynd ‘read
all manuscripts to detect devia-
tions’. Much help was given by
another Stalinist, Betty Reid, who
was Gollanecz’s assistant and close
friend. And ‘almost all policy deci-
siorlls were discussed with CP offi-
cials’.

When translations of Soviet
books arrived for publication in
Britain ‘with the authors’ names to
be filled in later’, the real authors
having been arrested in the
purges, Gollancz asked no ques-
tions whatever.

The main effect of the censorship
was to exclude everything that
would have lent the slightest sup-
port to the Trotskyist critique of
Stalinism. Gollancz and Strachey,
says Edwards, ‘always expunged
from otherwise unobjectionable
texts any remarks that might give
aid and comfort to Trotskyites’.

George Orwell’s ‘Homage to

Catalonia’ was ‘turned down un-
seen’ by Gollancz because it re-
corded Orwell’s service with the
POUM; it was published by Fred-
ric Warburg in 1938.

Edwards makes it clear that Gol-
lancz never questioned ‘the desira-
bility of Stalinist purges on manu-
seripts that showed signs of Trots-
kyist deviation’. She adds:

“This frequent chore reached its
peak of absurdity when Victor re-
ceived a suggestion from J. R.
Campbell that ar American author
‘“might well leave out’’ of the bib-
liography of his pro-Stalinist book
the works of Trotsky, Radek, East-
man and Kerensky.’ .

Even the eminent G.D.H. Cole
‘was pressed to make alterations
to fit Burns’s notion of propriety’.

Another victim was H.N. Brails-
ford. When he proved too indepen-
dent-minded for Gollancz and re-
fused to make the changes urged
upon him he was punished by hav-
ing his book published in August, at
the height of the holiday season,
when it was likeliest to fall flat.

Meanwhile Gollancz was hailing
Stalin as ‘Man of the Year’ — in
1937, when the purge of those who
had led the Bolshevik Revolution
was at its height.

The Left Book Club’s suppres-
sion of anything even slightly cri-
tical of Stalinism clearly made it
much easier for the CP to proceed
in the 1940s to the next step: the
branding of Trotskyists as Hitler’s
agents in the working-class move-
ment.

At the key stage of a monstrous
crime, Gollancz showed himself an
eager accomplice. And even after
he broke with Stalinism he didn’t
break with Stalinist habits: 1944
found him turning down Orwell’s
‘Animal Farm’ (‘I am critical of
many aspects of . . . Soviet poli-
cy: but I could not possibly publish
. . . a general attack of this na-
ture’).

There is of course much more in
Gollancz’s life, and in this master-
ly biography, than this lamentable
episode when he served as one of
Stalin’s censors in Britain.

But it is good, after half a cen-
tury, to have the truth about that
episode told by an honest biog-
rapher with no axe to grind.

An answer to
Richard
Goldstein

JOHN ROBINSON tells me there’s
a misunderstanding between him
and Richard Goldstein. Perhaps
that had better be cleared up first.

Robinson didn’t say in his letter
of 31 January that Norah Wilde
believes socialism can be achieved
through parliament.

What he did say was that Wilde's
reference to parliament housing
‘democratically elected govern-
ments through the working class
exercising its bourgeois democra-
tic right to vote, won in struggle
against the bourgeoisie and aris-
tocracy’ (24 January) reminded
him of ‘The British Road to Social-
ism’. In that CP programme was a
passage calling parliament. ‘the
product-of an historic struggle for
democracy’.

The real point at issue in this
controversy is whether or not par-
liament is an integral part of the
capitalist state.

Wilde argued that since parliza-
ment houses ‘democratically
elected governments’ it is not a
part of the state, which is ‘un-
elected’ and therefore ‘anti-
democratic’.

In other words, ‘democratic’
parliament can be counterposed to
‘anti-democratic’ state.

Bold this may be. But it isn’t a
Marxist view. Nor does it, I think,
correspond to reality.

I hope it won’t be regarded as
sarcastic or pedagogic of me to
recommend a pamphlet written by
Lenin in 1918: ‘The Proletarian
Revolution and the Renegade
Kautsky’. This discusses, amongst
other things, the very point at issue
here.

Of course, Lenin could have been
wrong in 1918. Or, alternatively,
the nature of the British parlia-
ment could have changed so much
in the past 70 years as to invalidate
what he then wrote.

It’s no crime to hold either of
those positions. But either position
surely demands precise, detailed
and, above all, concrete argu-
ments.
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THOUSANDS MARCH TO SUPPORT

~ CATERPILLAR

ABOUT 8,000 trade unionists, repre-
senting all the major industries in the
west of Scotland, demonstrated last
weekend in support of workers fight-
ing closure by occupying the Cater-
pillar plant in Uddingston.

An impressive
banner, featuring the
‘Pink Panther’ tractor
which the workforce
has built for Band Aid,
led a large delegation
from the factory at the
head of the march.

The demonstration —
organised by the Scottish
TUC — was swelled by
contingents from factor-
ies as far away as Dundee
and from many local un-
employed workers’ cen-
tres. Tannochside Min-
ers’ Support Group, on
the threatened factory’s
doorstep, brought a ban-
ner proclaiming support
for the sit-in.

One of the liveliest delega-
tions, from the Golden Won-
der crisp factory in West
Lothian — also threatened
with closure — arrived with
a sparkling banner inven-
tively made out of colourful
crisp packets.

The march’s militant
mood was largely wasted on
the uninspiring route, which
wound from Uddingston,
through country roads and
private housing estates, to a
rally at the Caterpillar
gates.

On arrival marchers gave
a hostile reception to Tory
MP Michael Hirst, who
claimed to be ‘as dismayed
as anybody’ by the US man-
agement’s decision to close
the plant.

But in fact his message

was not much different from
that of the Labour Party and

[ BY HILARY HORROCKS |

trade union speakers on this
class coalition platform
assembled by the Scottish
TUC, which also included
Scottish National Party and
Alliance MPs and church
leaders.

MP Donald Dewar, Scot-
tish TUC secretary Camp-
bell Christie, and Commun-
ist Party leader John Kay all
emphasised that the cam-
paign must be directed to-
wards changing the manage-
ment’s mind and ‘putting
pressure’ on the Tory gov-
ernment.

Their speeches could have
been made ten years ago:
none referred to the latest
round of Tory anti-union
proposals, and none recom-
mended physical solidarity
by other workers for Cater-
piliar, Instead they confined
themselves to calls for finan-
cial aid.

Harry McLevy, AEU re-
gional officer, drew atten-
tion to the international sup-
port won by the Uddingston
workers. .

‘If you have the courage to
fight against the multina-
tionals you will attract sup-
port,” he said, pledging that
there would be no settlement
unacceptable to the Caterpil-
lar workforce.

The international implica-
tions - of the dispute were
taken further by speakers
from the Caterpillar plants
in France and Belgium.

‘At the moment we are
playthings in the hands of
the multinationals,” said the
Belgian delegate. ‘We must
establish a European union.’

He proposed a march on

WE ARE receiving more
material than ever for
Workers Press — but we
want to hear from even
more of our readers!

Please send your letters,
news from your area, reports
of ‘working-class struggles,

%

demand that money re-
ceived by Caterpillar bosses
should be put towards pro-
viding work for European
workers.

Plant convenor John Bran-
nan reported that Scots
dockers and unions at the
Coatbridge container base
had voted not to move Cater-
pillar parts.

The fight had also been
boosted by donations of be-
tween £500 and £2,000 from
Scottish miners, the EIS
teachers’ union, Govan ship-
yards, Hoovers, Cambus-
lang, John Brown Engineer-
ing, Clydebank, and Rolls-
Royce, Hillington.

‘Rifkin hasn’t told us any-
thing he didn’t tell us five
weeks ago,” said Brannan.
‘The MPs in the House of
Commons should get up off
their backsides.’

Write for Workers Press!

the latest developments in
the Labour Party and the
Communist Party. . .

The response we have had
to our past appeals means
we have had to hold over a
large number of reports and
features for future issues:

@ Next week we begin a

many others on the march

ANNE MAGUIRE gave
a vivid account last
Saturday of the beating
of Paul Hill and Patrick
Armstrong by police,
and the humiliation she
herself was subjected to
as police tried to make
her confess to taking
part in the 1974 Guildford
and Woolwich pub bomb-
ings.

She was speaking at a
public meeting in Manches-

[

"MARXIST DISCUSSION GROUP

Bryant Street Methodist Centre
off West Ham Lane (Tube: Stratford).
Sunday 8 March 7.30pm.

Continuation of discussion on WRP call for an
international conference of Trotskyists in 1987.

| WORKERS REVOLUTIONARY PARTY

South West London Branch
Workers Press
Readers’ Meeting
Monday, 9 March, 7.30p.m.
Clapham Baths
Clapham Manor Street
London SW4

(Tubes: Kilburn Park, Queen’s Pa
1

FREE THE FRAMED IRISH PRISONERS

Wednesday 18 March 7.30p.m.
Cariton Centre, Granville Road, Londcn NW6
7ré() Buses 36‘6, 16, 163, 32, 8 and

For a public inquiry into the beating and framing of the
Birmingham Six and the Guildford Four!

The Class Nature of the Bu
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by Oscar Poma

reaucracy, by Gerard Laffont

series on the Simon Bolivar
Brigade.

@ We will have more news
on the preparations for the
International Conference, in-
cluding the second part of
the article by Janos Borovi
‘Caught in the Act’ plus a

SUPPORY
ATERPHLA

The Scottish Region GMBATU banner joined that of the ‘Golden Wonder’ crisp workers an

Maguire exposes
frame-ups

[ BY MARTIN RALPH |

ter Town Hall on the cases
of the Guildford Four and
the Maguire family.

The Guildford Four were
framed and sentenced for
life for the Guildford and
Woolwich bombings.

‘Giuseppe Conlon, father
of Gerard Conlon, one of the
Guildford Four, came over
from Belfast to stay with
the Maguires while he
arranged for legal repre-
sentation for his son.

Police raided the
Maguires’ house a few
hours after he arrived. They
arrested Anne Maguire, her
husband, her brother, her
sons Patrick (13) and Vin-
cent (17), Giuseppe Conlon,
and a neighbour, Pat
O’Neill, who had called in to
arrange for a babysitter.

Traces

Forensic scientists
claimed to find traces of
nitroglycerine in a pair of
kitchen gloves, and all
seven were framed and
sentenced for manufactur-
ing explosives.

Speakers at Saturday’s
meeting were Anne
Maguire, who served ten
years in jail; Patrick
Maguire, who served three
years; Theresa Smalley,
Paul Hill’s aunt; and Lisa
Asten, a witness at the trial
of the Guildford Four, who
was at a concert with Carole
Richardson on the night
when Carole was supposed
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?eries of articles by Bill Hun-
er.

® An important six-part
series dealing with the poli-
tical situation in South Africa
and the tasks of Trotskyism
is also planned.

@ Material from America will
include a special interview
with veteran American Trots-
kyist Leon Goodman as well
as our regular column ‘Letter
From America’.

to have been planting
bombs in Guildford and.
Woolwich. .

Anne Maguire told the
meeting about Judith Ward
— framed and sentenced to
life for the M62 coach bomb-
ing in 1974 — with whom she
served her sentence in
Durham jail’s top security
wing. She said people could
help Judith by campaigning
to have her moved out of
Durham and off Category A
status.

Patrick Maguire spoke of
the beatings the police gave
him in their vain attempts
to make him plead guilty.
Since he was only 13 at the |}
time the police acted illegal-
ly by interrogating him §
without a guardian being
present.

He, his brother, and his
father were still suffering.
Because of the convictions,
they could not get jobs.

Theresa Smalley, who has
been trying to expose the
frame-ups for years, said
that at first the Irish gov-
ernment and embassy
didn’t want to know, and
friends and witnesses were
frightened to come forward
in case they too were
arrested and framed.

The meeting, organised
by Lancashire Birmingham
Six Campaign, passed a re-
solution to be sent to the
Home Secretary and
elected a committee to car-
ry forward the campaign.

@® See ‘New evidence’
review — page 16




