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AN APPEAL from the Partido Revolucionario de
los Trabajadores (PRT), a Trotskyist organisation
in Nicaragua, was considered at the recent con-
gress of the WRP.

Several of their members now require urgent
medical attention as a result of their intervention
inb the class struggle in Nicaragua. The Interna-
tional Workers League (LIT) has launched an
internationalto provide the necessary funds.for
the PRT. Other Trotskyist organisations have
been asked to contribute.

The recent WRP congress agreeed unanimous-
ly to support this campaign, and to collect at least
£1 from every Party member. All branches must

DEFEND
SHARO

ATKIN!

THE REMOVAL of Sharon Atkin as
prospective Labour candidate for
Nottingham East is the latest pre-
General Election attack by the Kin-
nock leadership against any opposi-
tion to its rule in the Labour move-

ment.

Atkin is a prominent member of the Labour
Party Black Sections and one of the 31 sur-
charged Lambeth Councillors, amongst the few
who defied the Tories and refused to set a rate.

Workers Press salutes
Nottingham East Labour
Party’s decision to reject
the candidate imposed on
them by Labour Party
headquarters. This stand
must be backed by the
widest campaign in the
labour and trade union
movement throughout
Nottinghamshire and the
Midlands.

If Nottingham East de-
cides to run the candidate of
its own choice, it must be
supported throughout the
working-class movement.

Labour front bencher
Clare Short last week called
for a private inquiry into
Atkin’s removal. She hoped
the issue would be settled by
a ‘quiet and sensible discus-
sion’. It will not.

Many on the left accuse
Kinnock of preparing to
blame the left for an impend-
ing election defeat. The issue
runs far deeper than this.

Kinnock is shouting loud
and clear to the ruling class
of this country: Have not the
slightest fear. A Labour gov-
ernment will continue to
attack the working class —
its basic rights, its standard
of living and its organisa-
tions.

Kinnock used last week’s
conference of the Welsh TUC
to attack Atkin:

‘I take this action — we
take this action — because
we are not going to be kicked
around by our enemies or
misrepresented by fringes,
tendencies, sections or any
other tassle that hangs on to
the Labour Party.’

The only force kicking Kin-

nock around is the ruling
class. It is to this class, not
the working class, that Kin-
nock is entirely responsible.

The latest witch-hunt
against Black Sections fol-
lows Kinnock’s systematic
attempts to break the min-
ers’ strike, and to conspire
with others to oust Scargill
from the leadership of the
National Union of Minewor-
kers. This treachery was
accompanied by the witch-
hunt launched against the
Militant Tendency and all
those Labour councillors
such as Atkin who refused to
comply with Tory demands
for savage cuts in local au-
thority spending.

These attacks reveal the
great weakness of the right-
wing leadership and not its
strength as many on the left
imagine.

Kinnock’s frenzied attacks
express the fact that there is
not the slightest possibility
of another reforming Labour
government along the lines
of that elected in 1945.

The chronic decline of
British capitalism has con-
tinued throughout the period
of the Thatcher government.
The economy has been kept
afloat through oil revenues
now in fast decline and an
orgy of City speculation.
Kinnock and company know
as well as the ruling class
that this cannot last.

Any government elected
after June will face a grow-
ing balance of trade crisis
and mounting protectionist
moves from Japanese and
US capital. Kinnock as much
as Thatcher intends to make
the working class pay for
this crisis.

[ BY THE EDITOR |

That is why the coming
election will solve not a sing-
le problem facing the work-
ing class and large sections
of the middle class.

From the beginning of this
century capitalist rule in
Britain has depended on the
loyal support given to the
ruling class by the labour
and trade union leaders.
Either in government or as
Her Majesty’s Loyal Opposi-
tion, they have been the
::s;ential prop of bourgeois

e.

A BLACK Flag Vigil to commemorate the sixth anniversary

The reformist leadership
of the Labour Party and the
trade unions have seen the
capitalist state through two
world wars and the biggest
slump in history.

The revelations of MI5’s
activities are but one ex-
pression of the crisis which
now pervades the upper
reaches of this state. (See
editorial, page 2.)

The plots launched by the
secret services against the
Wilson government after
.1974 reveal yet again that

of the death Republican Hunger Striker Bobby Sands was
held last Tuesday evening in Kilburn Square, London.
The Vigil was organised by the Bobby Sands Hunger
Strike Com'hemoration Committee. It was harassed by
police who informed the organisers they would have to
disperse because the assembly was infringing the new
Public Order Act, but this tactic was unsuccessful.

stake!

——Nicaragua appeal—

collect this money as soon as possible.
The life of our comrades in Nicaragua is at

We call on all our readers and supporters, as

power in this country resides
not in Parliament but with
the state, those ‘special
bodies of armed men’ who
rule whatever government is
in office.

The working class enters
this election with the
clearest-ever crisis of lead-
ership. The miners, the prin-
ters, the Catelgrillar occupa-
tion in Scotland, the struggle
at Hangers and Silentnight
and the long drawn-out
struggle of thousands of
teachers to defend their
right to collective bargain-
ing have demonstrated the

BOBBY SANDS VIGIL-

W

Movement; Wolfe

Those supporting_ the vigil included the Irish Freedom
one Society; Republican PoWs Cam-

well as other Trotskyist organisations in Britain,
to back this campaign.

@ Please send all donations immediately to:
Nicaraguan Appeal Fund, Workers Revolution-
ary Party, PO Box 735, London SW9 7QS.

- POSTAL STRIKE

PHONE us before posting because of our local postal
strike — see page 13.

willingness and ability of the
working class to defend itself
against the Tory govern-
ment and the employers.

These workers have been
deserted and betrayed by the
majority of their leaders
who have bent the knee to
every Thatcher demand. A
new leadership based on
socialist policies is now
urgently necessary.

® See next week’s Workers
Press for our policy for the
election and the programme
on which we believe that
leadership must be built.

#

ign Committee; WRP/Workers Press, and Free the Framed

rish Prisoners Campaign.

John French (PoWs Campaign Committee), Charlie Walsh
(WRP) and Steve Morris addressed the meeting which was

attended by over 100 people.
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EVERY news bulletin starts with the latest opinion
poll — front-page news in the capitalist papers.
Labour and Communist Party circles are dominated
by talk about ‘how Labour can win'. ‘Tactical voting’
is a vogue topic.

You'd almost think the future of Britain, and the
working class, will be decided at the coming election.

The recent revelations about the activity of MI5
exposes the fraudulent nature of this chatter. The
working class has been shown again that this country
is ruled not by parliament but by a state based on
violence and brutality which is a law unto itself.

From former MI5 Assistant Director Peter Wright,
from former Army psy-ops officer Colin Wallace and
others, the jigsaw pieces are forming this picture.

@ In 1974, a conspiracy began, involving MI5, certain |

top military brass and powerful City businessmen, to

carry out ‘dirty tricks’ and bring down the Wilson .

government.

® An MI5 officer helped organise the 1974 Ulster
Workers’ Council strike which finished the Sunning-
dale agreement and ‘power sharing’. (An unusual
strike: the forces of ‘order’ — in this case the British
Army — did the picketing, instead of doing over the
pickets!)

@ MI5 and MI6 engaged in a secret war against each
other in the occupied six counties of the north of
Ireland.

@ In collusion with prominent right-wing Tories, MI5
ran a ‘dirty tricks’ campaign against Edward Heath,
to remove him as leader of the Tory party. His
replacement was Margaret Thatcher.

@ British ‘security’ services burgled homes, tapped
phones, planted bugs, organised smear campaigns,
and framed individuals, in order to rig the course of
British politics.

@ There is a now a case for the immediate investiga-
tion of at least two killings of prominent figures: Airey
Neave, Tory MP involved with MI5 conspiracies, and
Lord Mountbatten — as well as many ‘sectarian’
murders carried out on both sides of the north of
Ireland partition line.

Ever more evidence emerges that around 1974
sections of the ruling class, senior officers, and the

USDAW conference
report & analysis

FEAR of the forthcoming General Election
dominated the USDAW leaders at the Shopwor-
kers ADM held in Blackpool last week.

One delegate summed
it up when he said ‘If we
do well on 7 May then
we'll get a later election.’

Using the prospect of a
third term of Tory rule to
whip the delegates into line,
Sid Tierney (President) and
Garfield Davies (General
Secretary) attempted to sup-
press any criticism of the
right wing policies of the
Labour Party leadership.

In the name of unity, dele-
gates who submitted resolu-
tions mildly eritical of the
Labour and TU leadership
came under heavy pressure
to withdraw them.

In this they had the tacit
backing of Militant and CP
supporters who did their
level best not to upset the
apple cart.

On Monday afternoon Kin-
nock was brought before the
conference. In a carefully
orchestrated display he dis-
tinguished himself by speak-
ing for an hour without mak-
ing a single promise or poli-
cy commitment.

Delegates mistakenly be-
lieving that Kinnock was

| BY ANDREW BURGIN |

promising to lead the fight
against Thatcher broke into
a chorus of ‘Here we go.’

Kinnock. wincing at this
reminder of the miners
strike steered the assembly
into a rendering of ‘We shall
overcome' — in other words,
the meek shall inherit the
earth: wait for your turn and
don’t rock the boat.

During the subsequent de-
bate on the Labour Party,
Militant also excelled them-
selves. Not one of their sup-
porters argued against a re-
solution calling for their ex-
pulsion from the Labour
Party.

It was left to WRP mem-
bers to speak out against the
witch-hunt.

Militant’s real role of pro-
viding a left cover for the
right-wing expressed itself
clearly on the question of the
News International dispute
and the anti-union laws.

They limited the debate on
Wapping to the boycott cam-
paign and attempted to
sidestep the lessons of that

Dean and Dubbins nationally
and the Stalinists at Wap-
ping.

The broad left briefing,
which is Militant-dominated,
argued against support for a
Booksellers branch resolu-
tion which called for non-
compliance with the anti-
union laws by stating that
this demand was out of date.

Importantly the confer-
ence agreed not to support
the new JTS schemes (Job
Training Schemes) which
are a continuation of the YTS
slave labour schemes. At
last years conference a re-
solution to withdraw from
the YTS was only narrowly
defeated. This year the
Holmes Chapel Branch voie-
ing the fierce opposition of
many delegates to these gov-
ernment schemes, put for-
ward a motion placing such
restrictions on collaboration
as to. make them almost in-
operable.

The young delegate stood
her ground despite intense
pressure from the platform
to refer the motion, and was
only narrowly defeated in
the vote.

The conference was re-
markable for the role taken
by women, who have estab-
lished active regional

women’s committees despite
some oppression by union
officials.

A delegate from Gateway
stores, who are closing 200
shops, demanded a national
joint shop-stewards’ confer-
ence to fight job losses, and
met an offhand response
from the platform. ‘While
you're ‘‘taking it seriously’”’,
she retorted from the floor,
‘I'm losing my job.’

Women delegates objected
to the inclusion of the mo-
tions on child abuse and mat-
rimonial 'violence in the
women’s debate as though
these were the responsibility
of women alone. And many
objected bitterly to those
who left the hall for this
session, which included
some extraordinarily frank
and moving contributions.

Women in the retail trade
clearly see their union as the
means of overcoming the
oppression they are ex-
periencing outside as well as
inside the workplace.

The determnation of the
youth, especially, on these
questions and in their battles
with retail giants like Sains-
bury’'s who are no less than
Dickensian in outlook, sig-
nals the end of the quiet life
for the USDAW leadership.

CSU want
to merge

BY PETER BOWLER |

THE Civil Service Union
. (CSU) conference has de-
cided to merge with the Soci-
ety of Civil and Public Ser-
vants (SCPS) and to establish
a political fund within the
union.

At its conference in the

last week of April, the 30,000-

strong union representing
non-clerical and non-
scientific grades within the
Civil Service voted over-
whelmingly to ballot its en-
tire membership on these
two major issues.

If the SCPS pass a parallel
resolution at its own confer-
ence this week, there will be

security services discussed a military take-over in
this country.

The Workers Revolutionary Party and Workers
Press said this was happening at the time. Sceptics
denounced us as ‘alarmist’, or worse. Whatever other
things we were wrong about, we were substantially
right on the nature of the state and its conspiracies

against the working class.

In 1975, the WRP’s school in Derbyshire was raided
by over 100 police supposedly searching for a non-
existent ‘arms cache’. Together with the ‘Observer’

newspaper, MI5 was involved in setting up that raid.

When Wilson resigned in 1976 — for reasons never
satisfactorily explained — his replacement was
James Callaghan, subsequently knighted, now spe-
cialising in backstabbing his own party whenever
there’s an election coming.

Margaret Thatcher, on assuming leadership of the |

Tory party, went to Australia. There fellow Tories had
ousted Whitlam’s Labour government, via the noto-
rious ‘Camberra Coup’ staged by the Governor-
General, with the armed forces on standby. She was
reported keen to ask them how they did it.

Callaghan and Wilson have refused to utter a word

in public about these sinister events. They have yet |

again come to Thatcher’s rescue by covering up the
activities of MI5.

In every trade union and throughout the Labour
Party, the right wing, as well as both wings of the
Communist Party demand ‘unity’ to ensure that
Kinnock is elected. Meanwhile the working class must
passively accept their medicine from Thatcher.

Recent events have shown that Kinnock and com-
pany will be as subordinate to the state as were their
predecessors, »

MI5 has no intention of waiting for any election
results. The latest scandal demonstrates yet again
that the state will continue to rule, whoever is elected.

Workers must defend their rights to organise, demons-
trate, strike, and picket — in opposition to the Tories

and the capitalist state.

® We demand a full labour movemgnt investigation
and exposure of the security services — including

their activity within the working-class movement.

@® Callaghan, Wilson, Rees and all those involved in
these events must be forced to speak out and say
exactly what they know "about state conspiricacies

against the working-class movement.

a ballet of 120,000 civil ser-
vants with a recommenda-
tion to establish a new
National Union of Civil and
Public Servants.

The CSU conference gave

platform time to COSATU
spokesman and South Afri-
can railway worker Zola
Zembre.

‘It is an important thing to

speak at conference,’ he
said. All other union confer-
ences in Britain had rele-
gated the black workers’
representatives to fringe
meetings.’

Jo Richardson MP, speak-

ing to a conference fringe
meeting, outlined the Labour
Party’s plans to set up a
Ministry of Women with a
place in the Cabinet and a
budget of £10 million.

Its principal task would to

monitor the actions of other
government departments, to
review equal rights legisla-
tion and to promote the in-
terests of women.

She also revealed that
Labour budget plans made
no financial provision to im-
prove or extend 3- to 5-year-
old nursery care. Like all
Labour's socialism. it's one
day over the rainbow.

strike by ignoring the role of

Nottingham Trades Council’s May Day march last Saturday was mainly directed to

supporting the locked-out Derby Trader workers

How to be a

RIGHT-WINGER John
Raywood has lost his post as
treasurer of the Civil and
Public Services Association
(CPSA). He lost to Ms Chris
Kirk. known in the union as a
*hard left'.

Don't shed anv tears for

Union Leader

BY NORMAN HARDING

the 47-vear-old defeated
candidate. He must think
that Father Christmas is a
union member.

He gets a £40.ww goldern

handshake plus a pension of
£12,000 per year.

And the day he quits his
job. does he still carry on his
work for the union? Oh no, he
starts a £25,000-a-year job as
a liaison officer for Unity
Trust ‘the labour movement
bank .

Frading this in the press
wzs otne first time the

CPSA’s 150,000 members
heard of it. They receive an
average of £85 a week, some
getting as little as £63 a
week.

The union is likely to re-
veal a £1.3 million deficit at
its annual conference next
month. With a trade union
bureaucracy like this to fight
wno needs Thatches?




McGahey

supports
SiX day

‘working |

SUPPORT for six-day working at the

proposed Margam

mine came from

leading Communist Party member Mick
McGahey at last week’s South Wales

NUM conference.

Retiring vice-president of the National Union,
McGahey said: ‘It’s not just a narrow issue of

Margam.

‘I’ve been to more than
one area and I can assure
you that many areas
would welcome your
problem,’ he said.

‘I would be remiss if the
Scottish area offered £90 mil-
lion to develop a pit in Scot-
land and I said “stuff it”,
without taking into consid-
eration the community of
Fife with the unemployment
in the area.’” Any area
offered 800 jobs would be
presented with this dilem-
ma, he said.

Area President Des Dut-
field joined McGahey in
attacking Scargill’s refusal
to accept British Coal’s de-
mands for six-day working
in South Wales. Scargill had
failed to find a replacement
for the national conciliation
machinery, and not being
‘honest, realistic or consis-
tent’ in accepting new tech-
nology and its implications.

Dutfield denounced as
‘hysterical and mis-guided’
criticism by the opponents of
six-day working.

The Margam New Mine,
the issue of six-day working,
and the relation between the
South Wales NUM and the
national union dominated
the conference.

Dutfield has said the South
Wales miners will adhere to
decisions taken at the
NUM’s annual conference.

Renewed pressure from
British Coal will inevitably
push them along the road to
federalism if the principled
stand on and adherence to
national union policy is not
maintained.

[ BY TRAVIS GOULD |

Dutfield told the confer-
ence that if British Coal
management tried to use the
Margam issue to split the
NUM, ‘they will fail miser-
ably’. National conference
decisions ‘must be accepted
after discussion, as this is
one of the democractic
foundations of the union’.

To discuss shorter hours
and higher wages is certain-
ly not a betrayal, but to talk
of extending the working
days in any one week, even if
a deal is struck to reduce the
number of hours, is a retrog-
rade step. This is contrary to
NUM agreeements. It would
also reverse NUM policy to
fight for a four-day week.

These issues will deter-
mine the union’s future.
They must be discussed and
agreed nationally. For the
South Wales executive to say
they were only talking of the
concept of six-day working
and not actually agreeing to
it; that five years time (when
the pit is expected to be oper-
ational) is a long way off, and
a lot of things can happen in
the meanwhile; is opportun-
ist, and faces both ways.

This is exactly what Dut-
field accused the NUM of
when he said the it was ‘tear-
ing the union apart’.

Dutfield spoke for the first
time of the possibility of the
project being scrapped.
‘Should the coal board de-
cide not to go ahead, then
they must stand condemned
and carry the major part of
the responsibility of the loss
of all the jobs involved.’

He explained how the
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OVER 200 people rallied in Leicester last Saturday agqinst a_Britis_h
National Party meeting in a local school addressed by their c_andldate. in
the local council elections. The BNP supporters were given pollc_e
protection as they marched with billiard cues in cases held rifle-like to their
shoulders. A number of anti-fascist protesters were arrested.

South Wales miners had kept
their part of the bargain to
ensure that Margam went
ahead.

The board’s three condi-
tions were: six day working,
government financing, and
money from the EEC.

Dutfield warned the board
if the other conditions ‘are
not met then the whole basis
of previous discussions is
meaningless and I warn
them now that if they think
they can press their advan-
tage further still by attemp-
ting to provoke a breakaway
from the national union, then
they will fail miserably as
}hose others have failed be-
ore.’

The problem posed by
Margam and the intransi-
gence of the board is pulling
the union apart in South
Wales and to a certain de-
gree nationally.

The basis for the preserva-
tion of the union as a national
body is outright oppesition to
local deals and in particular
the attempted imposition of
six-day working at Margam.
The road back to federalism
is the last thing they want at
Sardis Road.

~ Wales TUC buries issues

LAST WEEK'’S Welsh TUC conference buried every
important problem facing the working class. It made
out that everything in the garden is rosy and the
Labour Party will march with the trade union move-
ment to victory in a forthcoming general election.

The NUM’s ‘unity’ motion,
seconded by the EETPU, set
tone for the entire confer-
ence.

Every motion committing
the Wales TUC to a policy
which might have rocked the
bgag even a little was defe-
ated.

The motion calling on a
future Labour government
- to return to public ownership
all the industries privatised
by the Tories since 1979 was
defeated by about a three to
one, although it was sup-
ported by the public sector
unions NUPE and NALGO.

The only motion passed
without general council
approval was one from the
South Glamorgan County
Association of Trades Coun-
cils, opposing the Job Train-
ing Scheme in its entirety
and calling on the general
council te campaign against
its use in Wales.

While there was very little
criticism of the righf wing
leadership, Scargill came
under heavy fire from the
Wales TUC chairman Lyn
Tregonning who said:

‘The Wales TUC will not -

tolerate demagogues who
cross our borders and accuse
the finest body of men in the
trade union movement, men
who have had their bodies
torn apart and their lungs
filled with dust in the bowels
of the earth, men who in my
opinion by their courageous
pragmatism during the min-
ers’ strike, saved the NUM
nationally from being des-
troyed.

‘None should dare to cali
them collaborators;
thousands of Welsh NUM
ploneers must have turned
over in their graves at that
f_hameful unfounded accusa-
ion.’

Des Dutfield, president of
the South Wales. miners,
thanked the Wales TUC for
their support over the Mar-
gam issue, and said the
South Wales miners had
tried to ‘practice a little bit
of socialism’ and consider
the interests of the unem-
ployed.

Picket against racist council

SUPPORTERS of the Tower Hamlets Homeless
Families Campaign and Unity Against Racism
picketed Old Street Magistrates Court last Tues-
day when three men appeared following a pro-
test at a council meeting in the east London
borough the previous week.

The arrests came when
the Liberal council re-
fused to debate their ra-
cist and legally spurious
decision to evict up to
1,000 Bangladeshi fami-
lies from bed and break-
fast accommodation.

Liberal councillors va-
cated the council chamber,
which was then stormed by
truncheon-wielding police.
Protestors and Labour coun-
cillors were indiscriminately
dragged out of the chamber
and a number were taken to
the police station.

Last Tuesday Hussain
Ismail, Hassan Ismail and
Richard Becks appeared be-
fore magistrates charged
with causing actual bodily
harm to police officers. Has-
san Ismail was also charged
with criminal damage to a
police uniform.

The three were remanded
to appear again on 15 May.

The Liberal attack on im-
migrant workers has shown
that they are racists ani-
mated by a vicious hatred of
the working class.

Many Bangladeshi men
have worked in sweated in-
dustries in the area for
years, denied the right to
bring their wives and chil-
dren to live with them by the

[_BY MARTIN WESTWOOD |

racist immigration laws.

When the families finally
are united, many find it vir-
tually impossible to find
proper accommodation.

Tower Hamlets lies in the
path of advance of the finan-
cial district eastwards from
the city. House prices have
rocketed.

In desperation, many
Bangladeshi families have
turned to the council for
emergency accommodation.

They then find themselves
trapped in one room bed-
and-breakfast accommoda-
tion a long way from the
Brick Lane area where
many of them would be able
to find work.

The eviction decision fol-
lows the council’s scheme to
place homeless families on a
boat moored in the Thames.
Tower Hamlets council drop-
ped the idea, but it has been
taken up by the Tories as a
‘prison hulk’ for detaining
new immigrants.

Now the council have de-
cided to designate them as
‘voluntary homeless’, im-
plying that they have homes
— or something — to go
‘back’ to in Bangladesh.

This simple ‘administra-
tive decision’ would enact

Tyneside anti-apartheid

TRADE UNIONISTS in the
northern region have formed
an organisation called Tyne-
side Anti-Apartheid Trade
Union Committee which will
oppose all attempts by the
region’s companies to main-
tain or create links with
South Africa.

Included in a press release
from the secretary of the
region’s National Union of
Railwaymen is the fol-
lowing:

‘Railwaymen in the north

[ BY KEVIN TOWNSEND |

east are disgusted at the
news of the killing of our
fellow workers in South
Africa.

‘This is clearly the act of a
government which persists
in the anti-trade union atti-
tudes and brutal pursuits of
apartheid.

‘We shall do all in our pow-
er to lend assistance to the
South African railwaymen.’

Campaign organiser Steve
Bishop said: ‘We will do all
in our power to stop any
South African imports com-
ing into this country. We
shall also be asking trade
unionists to boycott any ex-
ports to the apartheid
regime.’

Unions already affiliated
to this campaign include:
NUPE, NUT, GMBATU,
T&GWU, ASTMS, UCATT,
NUR, NUS and the northern
region TUC.

the ‘repatriation’ policy of
the most rabid right-wing
racialists.

Already 42 families have
had notices to leave their
hotels, 40 of them from
Bangladesh, and ten fami-
lies have been turned into
the street. There are another
958 families in council-
provided bed-and-breakfast
hotels.

Legal challenges are
under way, but a packed and
determined meeting of over
150 people last Saturday de-
cided that they could place
no confidence in these
methods, and that a cam-
paign must be mounted to
drive the Liberals back.

The Homeless Families
Campaign are fighting on an
eleven-point programme of
demands.

These include withdrawal
of the threat of eviction from
emergency accommodation.
The campaign also demands
that, like other councils,
Tower Hamlets should de-
vote at least 50 per cent of
their available dwellings to
the homeless.

The meeting also heard
proposals to occupy the 3,000
empty properties in the
borough under the direction
and. protection of the cam-
paign, and appealing to
tenants’ associations for
help and support, and to call
upon NALGO members
working for the council not to
handle the eviction notices.

® Condemn the despicable
racist decision of the Liberal
council!

@ Support the occupation of
empty flats by those evicted;
defend them against legal
manouevres and racist
attacks!

® Draw on the lessons of the
Wapping dispute; build links
with the Tower Hamlets
Workers Support Group,
already tested in struggle!

® Build defence committees
around the occupied proper-
ty, under the direction of the
Unity Against Racism cam-
paign.

® Labour councillors must
disrupt the business of the
council. No ‘business as
usual’ while a single eviction
notice is outstanding!

® Raise the issue in trade
union branches and trades
councils!
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Palestinians call for support

TWO Palestinians attended the recent confer-
ence of the National Union of Teachers on the
invitation of the national executive. They came
to seek support for the Palestinian cause, espe-
cially for those living in the occupied territories.

MARTIN RALPH, on
behalf of Workers Press,
interviewed Janul Sheha-
da, general secretary of
the General Union of
Palestinian Teachers,
and Yousef Allam of the
Palestinian Trade Union
Federation.

Why are you attending
the NUT conference?

JS & YA: We are here to
build relations between
Palestinian and British
teachers. Two per cent of
Palestinians are teachers —
you would have to have
1,200,000 teachers in Britain
to get the same ratio!

Besides hunger, disease,
and. unemployment, we
Palestinians are faced with
the threat of losing our
national identity. So we need
to organise this section of
our people and keep it united
in order that it can flow in
the same direction as our
revolution.

How do you organise?

JS & YA: Along two lines:
together with all other
Palestinians, as part of the
national struggle for libera-
tion and independence; and
also in defence of trade un-
ion, social, and professional
rights.

We have 14 teachers on the
Palestinian National Coun-
cil, so we take an active part
in the struggle. We have no
representation from the
occupied territories because
this is forbidden.

WP: What are condi-
tions like in the occu-
pied territories?

JS & YA: The main problem
we face in teaching is that
there is no national Palesti-
nian curriculum and no
national Palestinian philoso-
phy. The schools and uni-
versitites are controlled by
military officers.

They often search the chil-
dren’s compositions for
nationalist connections.
They will enter a classroom
and pick up a child’s book
and examine it for this
reason.

The curriculum omits any
mention of Palestine and its
history. We are only taught
about Israel, as if it had been
there for 2,000 years.

Only dark pages of Arab
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history can be found — de-
feats in battle and so on.
Nothing is said about great
events or great poets.

The military authorities
can close a school or uni-
versity at will.

Students are not supposed
to be absent for more than 15
per cent of the time. but
many students spend more
than 15 per cent of their time
in prison. They can be dis-
missed from the school or
university for this.

Another trick happens
over exams. Students - are
arrested during exam time
so they miss some papers
and cannot receive matri-
culation.

All teachers have to con-
demn the PLO or they are
thrown out. Any book that
mentions the PLO or Pales-
tine is confiscated. Every
year about 200 books are con-
fiscated, and some teachers
have to teach without books.

WP: What do you
want the teachers in
England to do?

JS & YA: Understand our
conditions; inform students
and pupils of the real situa-
tion; express solidarity with
our actions; and remind the
British people that they have
a responsibility to correct
the situation that they helped
to create with the use of the
British Mandate in the first
place.

It is important to educate
the teachers about the
Palestinian situation and the
solution — which is not a
matter of merely sending
money. There has to be a
political solution.

We want the right of self-
determination within an in-
dependent Palestinian state.
We demand the right of the
PLO to represent the people
in any negotiations as the
sole representative of the
Palestinian people.

We need to build links be-
tween the British trade un-
ions and Palestinian trade
unions by exchanging de-
legations from our countries.
We would like to twin trade
unions, schools, and towns.

Support for Medical Aid
for Palestinians is also im-
portant. Projects for health,
educations and trade unions
should all be supported. This
type of help would give mor-

al as well as practical sup-
port.

In this country you have
facilities like TV, videos and
computers. In the occupied
territories we have nothing.

It is important to highlight
the links between Israel and
South .Africa. as well as
Israel’s links with the Con-
tras in Nicaragua. The same
weapons that kill Nicara-
guans and South Africans
also kill Palestinians.

The Histadrut. the second
largest employer in the
country — it's in the arma-
ments, steel and construc-
tion industries — refused to
impose sanctions against
South Africa. Its link with
apartheid must be stopped.

Some British trade unions
have links with the Histad-
rut. You cannot treat with
oppressor and oppressed as
the same.

An ‘Education and Palesti-
nians’ group has been set up.
Anyone in education is wel-
come to join. Its address is:
‘Education and Palesti-
nians’, Ad Hoc Committee on
Education and Palestinians,
POTBox 196, London WCI1X
0AT.

‘l want my job back
but not at that price’

TWO leaders of the Dunne’s Stores, Dublin,
anti-apartheid dispute are refusing to accept the
condition — being enforced only at the Dublin
branch — that they sign a contract to handle all
goods at the shop in order to have their jobs

back.

After two years on
strike and 18 months on
the picket line, the tiny
handful of workers in
Dunne’s Stores suc-
ceeded in changing the
laws of an entire country.

South African agricultural
produce can no longer be
sold in Ireland because of the
tenacious struggle of the 11
Dunne’s strikers.

But strike leader Cather-
ine O’'Reilly speaks with an-

ger about the manager of.

Dunne’s Stores.

When they went back to
work in January this year,
as the law came into effect,
Dunne’s asked them all to
sign a new contract which
included a statement that
they would be prepared to
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handle all of the goods in the
store.

In Dunne’s other 64 outlets
in Ireland, no other worker
had been asked to sign a
contract with such a clause.

Under those terms seven
went back, one is pursuing a
case through an industrial
tribunal because she was
told that her job had gone
while she was on strike, and
two, Catherine O’Reilly and
Liz Deasey, have refused to
return.

Cathdine O'Reilly told
Workers Press: ‘I want my
job back, but not at that
price.’

Because they have turned
down the offer of reinstate-
ment they are deemed to
have made themselves ‘in-
tentionally redundant’, and

will not receive dole for six
weeks.

These women have en-
dured great financial
hardship over two years, not
to mention the physical
hardship of substaining a
picket line for 18 months
with so few strikers, and so
many police.

Despite this, and despite
the prospects of further
hardship that they face (Ire-
land is not the easiest place
in the world to get a job) they
have decided to stick out this
principled question to the
bitter end.

The issue the Dunne’s
strikers have raised is that
although an employer owns
your labour power for a cer-
tain portion of the day, he
cannot force you to support
the apartheid state.

They see it as raising a
crucial issue for all workers,
how to fight capitalism while
forced, through the necessity
of survival to participate in
it every day. -

‘Depriving the
most vuinerahle’

CUTS in free school meals and lack of
welfare staff threaten the health of many

of Britain’s poorest children.

This warning comes from the Health Visi-
tors’ Association, which has held a major
conference on schoolchildren’s behaviour.

Half a million children
will lose free school
meals from April next
year. Families who now
obtain free meals
through family income
supplement will receive
a sum yet to be fixed
when family credit re-
places the benefit.

But the HVA fears the
amount will be inadequate
as 63 education authorities
in England and Wales in-
creased meal charges for
primary schoolchildren in
1986 — and 26 of them
charge more than 65 pence.

Authorities will be banned
from giving free meals
under discretionary
schemes to children in low-
income families which do
not qualify for official help.

HVA school nurses’ group
spokesperson Penny Vine
said:

‘The government is com-
mitted to a national educa-
tion curriculum — but not a
national school health prog-
ramme for children. More

[ BY CLARE COWEN

school nurses are nezded to
ensure that all schoolchil-
dren have their health
checked every year.

‘Rather than reduce sup-
port for school lunches, this
support should be extended
and breakfasts served for
the mounting tide of chil-
dren whose families cannot
afford good diets.

‘Instead, the govern-
ment’s measures are furth-
er depriving those who are
most vulnerable.’

@ Last year over 1.1 million
schoolchildren ate free

meals — almost one in five

— while in 1979 the figure
was less than 900,000, under
12 percent of all schoolchil-
dren.

@ The school meals budget
has been slashed by over a
third, from £415 million in
1984/5 to £280 million in
1986/7.

@ Nutritional standards for
school meals were scrapped
in 1980, despite evidence
that this food provided a
third of children’s daily
energy intake and the only
decent meal for many dep-
rived children.

® Hardly more than 3,000
school nurses cover 24,000
schools in England to fight
the effects on children’s
health of mass unemploy- |
ment, poverty and bad
housing.

® Reports claim the num-
bers of school medical ofic-
ers and children’s doctors
reflect wide regional differ-
ences and fail to meet grow-
ing demands.

SURVEYS conducted for the Medical Research Coun-
cil show that children born in 1946 were healthier than
the generation that followed them.

W In the first generation 139 per thousand children aged up
to four were admitted to hospital against 200 in the second

generation.

B Eczema was treated among 2.2 per thousand children in
the first group and 12.3 per thousand in the second.

B Among children aged up to four in the first group, 6.2 per
thousand were treated for asthma, compared with 18.9 per
thousand in the second group.




FROM SIMON PIRANI
IN LATIN AMERICA

SAO PAULO, Brazil.
24 April —
MOUNTED and foot
police armed with
teargas and batons
drove 95 families of
squatters off private
land in the Vila Sao
Jose - suburb
yesterday.

The invasion was
typical of the state
onslaught against the
millions of landless ex-
peasants, workers,
semi-proletarians and
unemployed who
struggle to survive on
the edges of Brazil's
bloated cities.

Police arrested 48 peo-
ple, many of them mem-
bers of the pro-Albanian
Communist Party of Bra-
zil, who organised the re-
sistance.

Hospitals reported 30 in-
jured policemen and 15 civi-
lians — no doubt many more
were hurt but refused proper
medical treatment for fear
of arrest.

Brazil’s cities have under-
gone a population explosion
due to rapid industrialisa-
tion. Today three-quarters of
the population live in them:
in 1960 it was less than half.

House-building never kept
up with the influx from the
countryside. Construction
projects were left unfinished
as building companies col-
lapsed in the economic
slump of the 1970s.

Now millions live in favel-
las, huts made of corrugated
iron, wood, and a few bricks,
clinging to hillsides, strung
along the banks of muddy
streams, or packed into a
few metres of space on the
roadsides.

The contrast hits you in the
face: a minute’s walk from
the favellas are the mansions
of the middle-class and
bourgeoisie wih high walls,
swimming pools, beautiful
gardens and armed private

Mounted Military Police charge squatters in Vila Sao Jose

guards permanently on duty.

But the dispossessed shan-
ty-dwellers are only now
winning the right to electric-
ity, to water, or to a single
public telephone for an en-
tire mini-town, after demon-
strations and battles with the
authorities.

These are the ‘lucky’ ones:
others like the Vila Sao Jose
squatters don’t yet have a
roof over their heads.

Brazil's gigantic industrial
expansion has done nothing
to alleviate grinding pover-
ty. Foreign investment, sky-

-scrapers, cosmetics and ex-

pensive consumer goods are
cheek-by-jowl with
homelessness, dirt, insanita-
tion . . . and hunger.

Official figures say that 80

per cent of the population is
under the minimum level of
nutrition.

One-third of the economi-
cally-active population earn
less than $45 per month, the
minimum legal wage, and
three-quarters earn less
than $135.

But the maximum legal
rent for a family dwelling

has just increased from $130
to $230. To feed a family of
four on the minimum — rice
and beans — for a month
costs about $100.

Poverty

For the Trotskyists of the
Convergencia Socialista,
Brazilian section of the In-
ternational Workers League
(Fourth International), the
paralysing poverty is not a
cause for despair but for in-
tensifying the political fight

Morxers Press

‘favellas

‘inside the unions, where

most of their work is done.

‘Everywhere in the world
there are starvation wages.
Workers produce more and
receive less,” says a recent
IWL(FD) manifesto. ‘There is
one means by which this
tragedy we are living in can
be ended: the revolutionary
struggle of the workers,
youth, women and oppressed
nationalities.’

These simple realities
must never be forgotten by
Trotskyists in the European

countries, where the work-
ing class has beaten poverty
back through years of
struggle.

A real understanding of
the working class in the
semi-colonies, and not just
reading documents, is vital
for the success of the Inter-
national Conference to
Reorganise the Fourth Inter-
national, in which the Work-
ers Revolutionary Party is
involved together with the
{_WL(FI) and other organisa-
ions.

and Mercedes Petit

leadership
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GENERAL

STRIKE!

THOUSANDS of Black workers in South Africa
responded to a general strike call from trade
unions and democratic opposition last week as
Botha’s ruling National Party sought a vote of
confidence from the all-white electorate.

The strike, solidly backed by residents of the
sprawling Soweto township, reinforced existing rail
and post struggles -and brought Johannesburg and

other cities to a halt.

It came after a week of
brutal police repression
against trade unionists, and
a day when helmeted riot
police wielding sjamboks
(heavy whips) invaded the
Witwatersrand university
campus to stop a meeting
that was to have been
addressed by Winnie Man-
dela.

The police attacked sever-
al times, at one point firing
tear gas at a line of teaching
staff who had interposed
themselves between police
and students.

Running battles developed
as students shouting ‘fascist
bastards’ threw stones, but
the better-armed and
trained police, with riot
shields, got the better of it.
Over 120 students were
arrested.

Winnie Mandela said of the
day’s repression, ‘This is
typical of South Africa’.

On May Day, about 200
police with guns and sjam-
boks broke up a rally in the
Lenasia, Indian district by
Soweto.

Earlier that week, armed
police stormed the Johan-
nesburg headquarters of the
Congress of South African

Trade Unions (COSATU),
and set dogs on striking rail-
way workers meeting out-
side.

In true Gestapo-style, the
whole block had been cor-
doned off by armed police
while the raid took place.

Inside the building, the
police fired tear gas cannis-
ters to clear out trade union-
ists who were singing free-
dom songs and refusing to
leave.

The racist authorities have
put around a story that four
railwaymen whose bodies
were found had been beaten
up as seabs inside the union
headquarters before being
taken away and murdered.

COSATU has angrily de-
nied this, and ordered its
own investigation into the
men’s deaths. Eleven COSA-
TU members were arrested
on 29 April on suspicion of
involvement, but another
body was found a few days
later.

The massive response to
the political strike call by a
wide cross-section of African
workers is the surest sign
that the racist regime’s days
are numbered, whatever the
white voters decide.

Armed policemen leading away a student at the Universit
South African Railway and Harbour Workers’ Union shop

Reagan wants more aid to Contras

UNITED STATES President
Ronaild Reagan, accused
of ordering the conspiracy
to illegally fund right-wing
Contras fighting Nicar-
agua, wants to increase
official US aid to them
now.

Leading Republican party

fund-raiser Carl R. Channel,
guilty of tax fraud in connec-
tion with Contra-funding,
was regularly in touch with
Reagan on his efforts.

Ex-ambassador to Costa
Rica Lewis Tambs has in-
sisted everything he and
other officials did to help the
Contras while aid was offi-

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

of Cape Town, where students prevented security police from arresting
steward Morris Ndou last week

cially banned by Congress
was done on White House
orders.

Senator Daniel Inouye,
leading the Senate investiga-
tion, says all the evidence
shows Reagan knew exactly
what was going on, and was
‘in command’. And a poll
shows 65 per cent of Amer-
icans believe their President

should go to the Contras,

lied about the Iran-
Contragate scandal.

Nothing daunted, Reagan
now says millions more aid

whose latest victims include
American engineer Ben-
jamin E. Linder, killed while
working on a construction
site in Nicaragua.

ARGENTINA:

[ BY BOB ARCHER |

‘A LIE can get half
way around the world
before the truth can
get its boots on’, Trots-
ky used to say about
the Stalinist slanders
during the Moscow
Trials. '

Now the Trotskyists of
the Movement Towards
Socialism (MAS) in
Argentina face a world-
wide campaign of slan-
ders — at the hands of the
so-called ‘International
Committee of the Fourth
International’ of
P.Schwarz, D.Hyland
and combnany.

Rebellion

During the recent army
rebellion in Argentina, the
MAS:

@ Called for a united gener-
al strike to fight against the
military;

® Went to the factories for a
mass turn-out to flood the
centres of the major cities
with demonstrators and sur-
round the barracks of the
rebellious units;

® Joined with the Mothers
of the Plaza de Mayo in re-
jecting President Alfonsin’s
‘Act of Democratic Com-
promise’;

® Together with the
Mothers of the Plaza de
Mayo led a walk out of the
Plaza de Mayo under the

slogans: ‘No negotiations!
Smash the rebellion!’

How are these events re-
ported in ‘Neue Arbeiter-
presse’, newspaper of
North’s West German sup-
porters?

In the issue of 24 April 1987
(page 3) the ‘Neue Arbeiter-

North’s

presse’ claims, in an un-
signed report:

‘However, all the ‘left”
parties, including the cen-
trist MAS of the late Nahuel
Moreno, instead of doing so’
(ie. calling for the setting up
of soviets) ‘gathered to sup-
port the regime in the Plaza

lie machine falters

de Mayo under the slogan of
“Democracy or Dicta-
torship”’.

‘Meanwhile President
Alfonsin once more called on

_all the opposition parties and

trade union leaders to sup-
port his government. In front

of the TV cameras all of
them — with the exception of
the organisation of the
‘Mothers of the Plaza de
Mayo’ — signed the ‘“Act of
Democratic Compromise’’,
a sort of declaration of sub-
ordination to the bourgeois
state.’

The reader is left with the
firm impression that the
MAS supported the ‘Demo-
cracy or Dictatorship’ slo-
gan (a lie) and signed the
‘Act of Democratic Com-
promise’ (another lie) and
abandoned the Mothers (a
third lie).

The trouble with

[ BY CHARLIE POTTINS |

THEY SAY if you want to
be a good liar you must
have a good memory. But
supporters of a sectarian
outfit like the North-led
International Commitee
of the Fourth Internation-
al are expected to be con-
veniantly forgetful.

So readers of the ‘Neue
Arbeiter Presse’ distorted
version of what happened in
Argentina had better not re-
call what they might have
read in North’s own twice-
weekly ‘Bulletin’.

On 21 April, in a front-page
lead on Argentina, continued
on page 4, Bill Vann says ‘the
masSes of workers turned
out in their hundreds of
thousands throughout the
country, demonstrating
their fearless determination
to prevent a return to the
butchery, repression and
mass impoverishment of the
years of dictatorship.’

On 24 April, Vann says

. what forced the end of
the coup was the spon-
taneous mobilization of the
working class which was
prepared to move against
the military if Alfonsin did
not.’

Vann goes on to quote a
‘Washington Post’ editorial:

‘The size and fervour of
the public demonstrations
supporting Mr Alfonsin sug-
gest that if his nerve had
failed, and if the rebels had
actually attempted to take
over the government, the
country might well have slid
towards civil war.’

Plotters

Getting carried by this fer-
vour himself, Vann goes on
‘under conditions, we might
add, in which the working
class- would quickly have
hanged the plotters from
lampposts, wiped out the
military, and then over-
thrown Alfonsin himself and

<

sectarians. ..

established a proletarian
dictatorship in Argentina.’

Allowing for the colourful
imagery (we think the
Argentine workers would
probably find a way of dis-
posing of right-wing officers
that did not clutter up the
Buenos Aires street lighting
and spoil the neighbour-
hood), Bill Vann's confidence
in the working class is wel-
come.

But hang on. At the end of
each article we find the cus-
tomary call to build a revolu-
tionary party, a ‘section of
the International Committee
of the Fourth International’,
which is ‘a life and death
question’.

But if the working class
can not only defeat a milit-
ary coup plot by ‘spon-
taneous mobilisation’, but
apparently go on to install
the proletarian dictatorship
too, why does it so desperate-
ly need a revolutionary
party?

And what of the existing
Trotskyist movement in

Argentina? Vann presum-
ably knows there is one,
whether he likes to recognise
it as such or not, because his
paper has been busy attack-
ing this movement, the MAS,
for alleged ‘betrayal’ for
some weeks now.

Only now when the MAS
has been playing a leading
part in mobilising workers
against the military, the
‘Bulletin’ writer confines
himself to attacking the
Peronistas and Stalinists for
signing Alfonsin’s pact. In
his lengthy articles, he can-
not bring himself to give the
MAS one column-inch, let
alone mention that it refused
to sign.

Silence

Maybe Vann felt that
rather than tell the kind of
lies the North group would
expect of him, it was better
to stay silent? .

North’s ICFI has previous-
ly attacked the MAS for tak-

ing part in a mass demon-
stration together with the
Communist Party, omitting
to say that the demonstra-
tion was against an amnesty
for military torturers.

Now Schwarz attacks
them for taking part in what
according to Vann was a
‘spontaneous mobilization’
presaging revolution.

Leaving them to sort this
out, we can only conclude
that one great advantage the
Argentine working class has
is the absence of a section of
the ‘International Commit-
tee of the Fourth Interna-
tional’, which would have
told Marxists to stay away
from these mass actions,
probably up to and including
the revolution itself.

Our solidarity goes out to
the real Trotskyists in
Argentina, our comrades of
the MAS, who are building a
revolutionary party in the
thick of the workers’ strug-
gle. Something sectarians
can never do.




RELEASE
MOUSTAPHA
TOURE!

TRADE UNIONISTS in Afri-
ca and Europe are joining in
a campaign to demand the
release of Senegalese trans-
port workers’ leader Mous-
tapha Toure and 12 of his
colleagues.

Brother Toure, General-
Secretary of the Senegalese
Transport Workers Union,
and the other 12, have been
sentenced to two years jail
for ‘interfering with the right
to work’.

It has been reported re-
cently that the authorities
intend moving the impris-
oned trade unionists to a jail
250 miles from Dakar, the
capital.

The background to their
jailing was that union mem-
bers asked for backing in a
dispute with road haulage
bosses, as some employers
had paid no wages for
months, nor made any social
security contributions for
the men.

The union agreed to back

Polish police
crackdown

its members, and the drivers
removed the keys and li-
cence plates from their vehi-
cles to prevent scabbing.

The union officers were
then charged with interfer-
ing with the ‘right to work’.

There have been several
reports in recent years from
such bodies as Amnesty In-
ternational of prisoners
being ill-treated and tor-
tured in Senegal jails. The
removal of the trade union-
ists from the capital raises
fears that they could be in
danger.

This makes added reason
for letting the Senegalese au-
thorities know that trade un-
ionists internationally are
watching, and want Toure
and his comrades free.

POLICE in Poland celebrated May Day this year by
attacking demonstrators in several cities, and arrest-

ing hundreds.

At least 20 people were
injured in Wroclaw, where
police waded in only three
minutes after a march had
begun, beating people about
the kidneys. There were 150
arrests in the city, a stron-

ghold of the outlawed Soli-

darnosc unions.

There were more arrests
in Poznan, while in Warsaw
about a dozen Solidarnosc
supporters leaving a church
after Mass were attacked by
plainclothed security police
as they tried to put up their
banners. One young man
needed treatment.

Ironically, the Warsaw de-
monstrators’ banners used
quotations from a recent
VIP visitor, Mikhail Gor-
bachev, such as ‘We need
dg:mocracy as we need fresh
air.’

In Gdansk, about 500 Soli-
darnosc supporters gathered
after Mass, but Lech Walesa
refused to lead a march,
saying he would not lead peo-
ple against tanks.

Attacking the Stalinist
bureaucracy, those ‘who call
themselves workers’ but
were fearful of society,
Walesa said:

‘Those who see themselves
as the vanguard of humanity
have to hide behind cordons
of police.’

More than a dozen Solidar-
nosc activists had been
rounded up in Warsaw and
other cities on Thursday and
were detained for 48 hours.
Police were out in force,
some in full riot gear, in all
cities.

Some local observers said

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Berlin
barricades

WEST BERLIN police
occupied the city’s Kreuz-
berg district in force last
weekend after breaking
through barricades
erected by demonstra-
tors.

About 1,000 police went
into the area, where over 50
people had heen arrested in
clashes on Saturday. Heavy
patrols continued through
the district.

US President Reagan is
due to visit West Berlin in
about a month’s time, and
US security officials have
been bhricefing the police on
measures they want taken
against the Left to pre-empt
any demonstrations.

The trouble hegan on the
Friday when police staged a
provocative raid on premis-
es used by the Census
Bureau Information Office,
where local groups had heen
preparing opposition to a
coming census.

The police confiscated
thousands of leaflets calling
for a boycott of the 25 May
census, first in 17 years.
Left-wing groups suspect in-

it was a quiet May Day this
year. ‘Order reigns in War-
saw’, as the saying used to
be after Czarist repressions.

About 200 people were
arrested on the Sunday, as
people demonstrated to
mark Polish Constitution
Day, anniversary of the 1791
independent Polish constitu-
ion.

The main arrests were in.

Krakow, where plainclothes
SB men grabbed banners,
and hit people with the poles.
As the march continued
down Wawel hill, ZOMO (riot
police) made a full-scale
charge to break it up.

In the textile town of Lodz,
police dispersed a crowd
that had gathered to lay a
wreath at the monument to
Tadeusz Kosciusco, hero of
the 18th century national
struggle.

*

Hired thugs
attack women

|__BY TRUDI JACKSON |

THE German-owned gar-
ment manufacturing
company, Adler, which
operates in South Korea
under the name ‘Flair
Fashion’, is using hired
thugs to beat up striking
women workers.

In the ‘Free Production
Zone’ all strike action is
illegal.

Over a fortnight ago, 300
women workers aged be-
tween 17 and 25 used their
morning tea break to discuss
their bad wages and condi-
tions. They earn between
15p-25p an hour and have to
work a 72 hour week.

The women demanded a 16
per cent increase and punc-
tual payment. The bosses re-
plied with a lock-out and the
women_counter-attacked by
occupying the factory.

Then the German bosses
employed a hired gang to
beat the peaceful women out
of the factory. Eleven
women and two men who
had led the strike were sack-
ed immediately. One woman
was beaten up so badlyv she
has been hospitalised ever
since.

The strike leaders are all
blacklisted and will never
find work again.

Another demonstration to
reinstate the sacked workers
was answered with ten
arrests. The bosses have
threatened to close the fac-
tory altogether and re-open
it in Sri Lanka where wage
levels are even loweb:

Trade unions in Germany
are saying ‘It is unaccept-
able that a rich German
manufacturer is crushing
human rights and answers
the just demands of workers
with the most naked, brutal
violence.’

Mass arrests
in S. Korea

SOUTH KOREAN police
arrested more than 100 workers
and students in the capital,
Seoul, last week after saying
they had a tip-off that workers
from an industrial district there
were planning a demonstration.

The police claimed to have
confiscated petrol bombs as well
as political leaflets.

A couple of days earlier, liber-
al oppositionists had formed a
new party, the Reunification
Democratic Party, urging the
government to accept ‘dialogue’
aimed at ‘democratisation,
which could resolve the existing
political crisis in our nation.’

The new party replaces the
New Korea Democratic Party,
which collapsed in April after
some elements chose com-
promise on constitutional de-
mands.

Korea's President Chun Doo
Hwan has said he won't re-open
constitutional talks, and the reg-
ime is keeping opposition leader
Kim Dae Jung under house
arrest.

formation collected in the
census may be used by the
state for repressive mea-
sures against squatters and
others.

There were clashes later
at a May Day street festival
organised by the Socialist
Unity Party (pro-Moscow
Stalinists) and the radical
Alternative List party. A
police car was overturned.

The police did not blame
the two parties for the vio-
lence, hut complained that
events like the street festival
attracted people opposed to
the system.
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‘LIBYA’ PRETEXT
FOR N.Z. SECURITY
TALKS

LABOUR governments in
Australia and New Zealand
have discovered a new
‘threat’ in the Pacific. Not
French colonialism and nuc-
lear tests, the huge US nuec-
lear fleet and widespread
hases,
armament, but ‘Libyan acti-
vities’.

Australian Foreign Minis-
ter Bill Hayden flew to Pal-
merston North airbase, on
New Zealand’s North Island,
on 1 May, for nine hours of
secret talks with NZ Prime
Minister David Lange.

WALDHEIM

GOES EAST

AUSTRIA’S Chancellor Kurt Waldheim, banned from the

United States as an ‘undesirable alien’ because of allega-
tions about his Nazi past, has been invited to visit Hungary

next year.

Former UN Secretary Waldheim has been accused of
helping send thousands of Greek Jews to Nazi death camps,
and atrocities against Yugoslav partisans.

The invitation from Hungary’s Foreign Minister Varkonyi
came in the same week that the Hungarian Stalinist press
published accusations against opposition elements of hav-

ing ‘Western connections’.

‘Send Gunships'- Aquino
NPA USES BULLET

AND BALLOT

PHILIPPINES President
Corazon Aquino is calling
for more US military aid
to crush communist in-
surrection on the islands.

Addressing troops at Villa-
mor air base. wealthy land-
owner Aquino complained
that she had asked the Un-
ited States ‘time and again’
for at least 120 helicopter
gunships and other equip-
ment.

About 16 government sol-
diers were killed last week
when their convoy was
ambushed south-east of
Manila. They were on their
way to reinforce a detach-
ment besieged by left-wing
guerillas.

While the New People’s
Army (NPA) is continuing
the war in the countryside,
the working class is organis-
ing in the cities, despite in-
timidation from the bosses
and right-wing terrorism
against trade unionists.

More than 20,000 workers
took part in a May Day
march through Manila, and
denounced the ‘liberal’
Aquino government’s failure
to raise wages and living
standards.

Trade union leaders
boycotted an official recep-
tion laid on by Mrs Aquino.

The Left-wing Pardido Ng
Bayan (People’s Party),

formed last August. is stand-
ing candidates in the elec-
tions on 11 May. seven for
the 24 Senate seats and 104
for 200 lower house consti-
tuencies.

It's the first time the Left
has been able to take part
since 1946. when six Com-
munist Party members were
elected to congress but bar-
red from taking their seats.

Among the seven standing
for Senate are New People’s
Army founder Bernabe Bus-
cayno, and ex-beauty queen
Nelia Sancho who caused a
sensation by joining the
guerillas in the 1970s, and is
now a leading activist in the
women’s movement.

All seven served time in
jail under dictator Marcos,
as did People’s Party chair
Fidel Agcaoili, who did ten
vears. Agcaoli says the
movement has decided
against boycotting elections
because the Aquino govern-
ment had gained some credi-
bility among the people.

But the new party has no
illusions that its aims of land
reform, independence and
social justice can be
achieved through the ex-
isting paliamentary set-up.

‘The problem of Philip-
pines society is systemic’,
Fidel Agcaoli says, ‘A Con-
gress set up by the ruling
classes will not bring about
changes.’ :

nor Japanese re- -

Hayden told Camberra
MPs on his return that the
main reason for the excur-
sion was concern over what
the Libyans were doing.

He declined to give any
details of intelligence mate-
rial that Australian minis-
ters had reportedly received
earlier in the week.

Libya is known to be de-
veloping its ties with
Vanuatu and other Pacific
island states. The Kanak li-
beration movement in New
Caledonia have denied seek-
ing Libyan arms.

In the past, Colonel Gadda-
fi backed Moslem insurgents
in the Philippines, and there
are reports now of en-
couragement to some groups
fighting for liberation from
the Indonesian dictatorship.

The Hawke government in
Australia has decided to
send a senior official touring
the South Pacific warning
governments against deal-
ings with Libya.

Tory Threat

THE ONLY threat to New
Zealand recently came not
from Gaddafi but from Brit-
ish Foreign Secretary Sir
Geoffrey Howe.

Attacking the Labour gov-
ernment’s anti-nuclear
stance, the Tory minister
angered New Zealanders by
accusing them of ‘freeload-
ing’ by leaning on US and
British strength for their
security.

This evoked feelings about
how many times Australian
and New Zealand lives have
been sacrificed for US and
British wars. as well as
prompting Prime Minister
Lange to accuse Howe of
meddling” in New Zealand
politics.

Howe had told the New
Zealanders that if they did
not abandon their anti-
nuclear policy. New Zea-
land’s exports would not
have access to the EEC. This
continues the Thatcher gov-
ernment’'s line-up with
France and the US against
New Zealand.

The Hawke government
has already abandoned pre-
vious policy pledges by
allowing exports of uranium
to France and other coun-
tries to resume.

What makes the new con-
cern about Libyan activity
odd is that to date, the one
case of proven state-
terrorism perpetrated in
New Zealand was the ‘Rain-
bow Warrior’ bombing, car-
ried out by French intelli-
gence. !

And the one case of sub-
version and threatened
military action against an
Australian government was
when Gough Whitlam’s
Labour government was
brought down in the famous
‘Canberra Coup.’

The aggressors in that
case were the British state,
the American CIA, and their
collaborators in Australia’s
own ‘security services’ —
the very services to which
the Hawke government is
now apparently listening in
its Libya scare.

Vote
early,
vote often

DETAILED study of IN-
DONESIAN government’s
election success this month
shows a 327.26 per cent voter
turnout in one mountainous
area of occupied east Timor,
and a 568.39 per cent poll in
an East Kalimantan (Bor-
neo) constituency.
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LEICESTER Labour Party Young Socialists organised a march against racism last
Saturday. Above: Dunlop workers carry the T&GWU banner

AMONG the the many colourful marches and Hangers strikers have
demonstrations last Saturday was one in south Peter McCarthy, a Ig
London organised by the Hanger's Dispute told Workers Press th
Commitiee (above). The march went from Put- that present negotiatio
ney Heath to Bishop’s Park, Fulham, for a the re-opening of t
meeting addressed by several speakers, includ- workforce. He stresse
ing MP Alf Dubbs and Peter Hain. union rights in the fact

o ‘If the offer is accept
Workers at J. Hangers, the artificial limb- the truth about the plig

making factory, Roehampton, have been on company and the DHS
strike since last October over company plans to will become apparent.’
cut the work-force drastically and introduce an offer where approxi
speed-up. The banners and delegations on the distributed among the
march reflected the widespread support the reinstatement. A work|

Glasgow’
l00ksS t
—and t

[ BY HILARY HORROCKS |

LAST Sunday’s May Day
rally in Glasgow began with
a commemoration of the ci-
ty’s first labour martyrs,
190 years ago.

Six weavers from Calton —
then a village on Glasgow’s
eastern outskirts — were shot
by troops in September 1797
during a demonstration
against the cutting of their
wages.

Many of the weavers — the first
body of workers in Glasgow to
organise together to withdraw
their labour — were exiled from
Scotland, and one of their leaders
was publicly whipped through the
streets of Edinburgh.

Transport union leader Ron
Todd, main speaker at the
weekend rally, said little had
changed for the labour movement
in 200 years. The South African
authorities were shooting strikers,
and the state could adopt such
methods in Britain itself ‘if we are
stupid enough to let it’.




THE fight for Ancoats hos-
pital was at the centre of
Manchester’s May Day
celebrations this year.

The May Day march began
from the hospital, which local
people have occupied to fight
closure.

As the marchers wound their
way through local estates, led by a
Scottish band, the whole neigh-
bourhood supported them.

At the city centre there were
speeches from local MPs and
MEPs about Tory cuts and steel
and brass bands.

Workers Press spoke to Pat, who
is active in the occupation. She had
been up all night guarding the
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“ Mayday! Mayday!
- Save our hospital

Casualty Department but wouldn’t
go home for even one hour’s rest,
as she said she would fall asleep
and not wake up in time for the
march.

‘We’re halfway through the
occupation now’, she said ‘When
we first started we held out a faint
chance that we would win. But
now, after all this time, we’re de-
termined to get the casualty de-
partment back.’

The effect of closure was likely
to be serious, she said. ‘I know
plenty of people who have suffered
nasty cuts and because of the dis-
tance they now have to travel to
Manchester Royal Infirmary or
North Manchester hospital. They
won’t go.

‘My son, for instance, who is 18,
has had a bad cut and it has been

bleeding badly. But he won’t go to
the hospital for treatment.

‘At 4a.m. this morning someone
came here pouring with blood but
we couldn’t help. People who go to
Manchester Royal, over the other
side of town, have been known to
have to wait four or five hours
before getting treatment.

‘We’ve had support from Man-
chester City Council and from the
unions. But we need more local
support. People feel very strongly
about the closure in this area, and
everybody is welcome to come
here.

‘We’'re just asking for people,
nothing else. A lot of people think
we're breaking the law, but we’re
not. We’re fighting for our hospital.

‘I'd like to take Mike Brown, the
Chief Administrator of the North
Manchester Health Authority,
down to Manchester Royal Infir-
mary to see the Casualty Depart-
ment. When I went down I couldn’t
helieve my eyes. They treat you
like cattle if they know you’re from
Ancoats.

‘We want our casualty depart-
ment hack. When it’s open again
they can make it even better than
it was before. It’s only ten years
old now.’

on in their campaign. would get a maximum of £4,500.
der of the sacked men, Parent company BTR’s profit for 1985/86 was
there was a possibility £554 million. Roehampton, where the artificial

with ACAS may lead to limbs are made, produced approximately 500
factory with a small limbs per week. Since the sackings 380 limbs
the question of trade per week have gone astray. This gives some
, if this were to occur. idea of the suffering to patients involved.
I,’ Peter said, ‘very soon
pf the patients which the Cathy Wilson is a Liverpool Labour Party
collusion have hidden, councillor and herself has an artificial limb. She
e company has made pointed out that ‘mobility is a human right' and W
htely £700,000 would be she was ‘proud to be associated with a group of LONDON’s May Day march last Friday had a number of international contingents,
Backed men — but no workers involved in the struggle against BTR’ including Turkish and Kurdish sections, who added unaccustomed colour (above) to
with 40 years service who were, she said, a ‘disgrace’. the evening’s events!

May Day
the past
e future

In a speech which continually
blamed the trade union movement
and not its leadership for the out-
come of the miners’ and printers’
dispute, Todd warned that the
Tories intended not to smash the
unions but to render them utterly
subservient, ‘like Hitler needed
them in Nazi Germany’.

Referring to the ‘tactical voting’
for Alliance candidates recently
proposed by Eric Hobsbawn in
‘Marxism Today’, Todd conde-
mned ‘those fainthearts who don’t
have the stomach for a fight’.

Harry McShane, veteran of the
‘Red Clydeside’ labour struggles of
the 1920s and 1930s, spoke firmly
from the rally platform despite his
96 years.

‘I attended my first May Day
celebration before the First World
War’, he said. ‘This may be my
last. But others must continue until
the working class can take control
of what is theirs’.

Todd and others on the platform
paid demagogic tribute to the
Caterpillar workers. But it was left
to members of the Caterpillar
Occupation Support Group, in leaf-

lets specially prepared for the ral- - . oy " » : — . ” | ] .y ‘
ly, to point out the treacherous role WAPPING: Last Sunday the Tower Hamlets Support Group and Women Against Murdoch organised a rally and march round

in the dispute of the local and Fortress Wapping. Police made an ineffective attempt to stop the ‘illegal’ march. They made one arrest just before the march
national trade union bureaucracy. dispersed, but released the demonstrator after cautioning him.
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AN INTERVIEW WITH VINCE DONNELLY

6WHAT is the aim of
the new control units in
prisons, given that
there will eventually
be a public outcry and
ultimately they will be
closed? I think the gov-
ernment will be happy
enough to get say two
years out of them as

opposed to the nine

months they achleved
in 1974/75.

They will totally crack
all the known *hard men’
and return them to the
system ‘cabbaged’. as a
deterrent to all would-be
subversives.

The major advances by
prisoners in recent jegal
cases are some form of de-
fence against totalitarian
regimes. but it has to be
assumed that the gowvern-
ment has worked out ways to
get around this.

There is a syvstem where
bishops. TUC representa-
tives. local councillors and
MPs are supposed to make
regular visits to check
against torture. But this does
not work because theyv are
hand-picked for the job and
are almost all secret suppor-
ters of the regime. Where
are these people in Scotland
at the present time?

Prisoners can disappear
for long periods. It happens
all the time, and these units
were all built well away
from the main wings.

The rules say that screws
are supposed to be rotated
after a year to avoid ‘heavy
gangs’ building up but one
officer has been in Leeds for
9 years and another for 4
years.

Known thugs in uniform
move around the system
from block to block. For inst-
ance Barry Prosser’s
assailant was involved in the
heavy regime at Wand-
sworth two-and-a-half years

ago where there were daily
assaults and body belts.

Albany has now taken
over from Wakefield as the
dustbin of the system. Pri-
vileges are at a minimum
and a special heavy gang is
at work. Foreigners in par-
ticular come in for all sorts
of abuse. Food is interfered
with.

At Leeds the brutality is
brutal and regular.

A prisoner is taken from
his cell, usually thrown down
the stairs. kicked by each
passing officer and finally
given another lot by the
block staff.

His food is under quota,
the cells are without heating
of any sort and the tiles are
ripped off floors to make the
cells colder.

A special noisy fan is
under the floor of the strong
box and cold air is blown into
the cell under pressure.

Since the 1983 Mental
Health Act drugs can no lon-
ger be forced on an inmate.

This has given way to in-
creased use of body belts and
restrictive clothing. Inmates
are kept in the ‘box’ for
weeks on end. often in body
belts.

New officially approved
‘holds” have been introduced
to subdue recalcitrant in-
mates. This is all a load of
bullshit as they still do what
thev have traditionally done
— Kkick the shit out of you.

A doctor is supposed to
visit the block every day but
in Albany vou have to make
an application.

A common occurrence in
all ‘kicking blocks™ is that
the doctor does not appear
for davs on end.

This sort of thing can only
occur with approval from on
high.

When I had blood flowing
freely from my ear after a
kicking the doctor diagnosed
‘infection’ and prescribed
eardrops!

Stammerheim in Ger-
many (where Andreas Baad-

END IMPERIALIST VIOLENCE
_AGAINST WOMEN
National Demonstration

Saturday 13 June, 2p.mas.
Coaches meet Student Union, Denelm
House, New Elvet

STOP STRIP SEARCHES (N
MAGHABERRY & DURHAM

PART Il

IN LAST week’s Workers Press, VINCE DONNELLY, an
IRA volunteer at the moment doing life in Wormwood

. Scrubs, told PHIL PENN about the special efforts being

made to try and destroy the Irish prisoners. In Worm-
wood Scrubs they have been subjected to special,
provocative searches, and all the signs point to the
reintroduction of the torture cells of the Special Control
Units which were used for a short time in the 1970s.

er and Ulrike Meinhof of the
Red Army Fraction were
held) was co-designed by a
German builder and a Brit
psychologist.

Techniques have im-
proved since then — which
enable inmates to commit
suicide (a la Meinhof).

We have found from ex-
perience that at any given
time a certain local nick will
be gesignated as the kicking
nick.

When it comes to public
notice, for instance when an
assault case comes to a
county court, then the reg-

ime shifts to another nick.

These have been variously
Strangeways, Durham,
Dartmoor, Winson Green,
Lincoin, Wandsworth and
Leeds, though there have
be(lan others for shorter inter-
vals.

The ‘liedown’ period has
been increased officially to
56 days but is often extended
illegally for months.

On liedown, which is not
technically a pumshment a
prisoner is removed to
another prison without being
given any reason, and kept
in solitary confinement for a

Control units and
prisoners-of-war

fixed period.

However, one has only to
ask the visiting committee
who signed the extension —
and, bingo, off you go the
next day to a fresh 56 days in
newer surroundings.

This system is used fre-
quently to boost the promo-
tion prospects of ‘security’
staff.

Reports go off to the Home
Office boasting of ‘foiled
plots’ and ‘escapes’ as the
reason the prisoner is on
liedown.

The security Principal
Officer at Wakefield openly
bragged about this to me in
1979.

He is now of course a
Chief!

About 50 per cent of the
population in the dispersals
are now ‘nonces’ (sex offen-
ders). Rather than being tre-
ated roughly, as the media
would have us believe, these
prisoners are the blue-eyed
boys of the system and get
all the top jobs.

Thump a nonce and you
will be in the block for
months on end. Let a nonce
thump you and you will still
be in the block

The system uses the threat
of violence elsewhere to keep
the nonces in line and to act
as informers and generally
patrol the system.

Every time I read about a
rapist in the paper and it
says the inmates will sort the
bastard out I feel like spew-
ing, not so much at the off-
ence but at the hypocrisy of
those who know dif-
ferently.,

® The POWSs, political prison-
ers and those who are pre-
pared to stand up for their
rights on a regular basis are
being increasingly isolated.
The fight going on inside
must get the support from
those on the outside. Next
week Vince telis of the
attempt on his life by a prison-
er who was sent to kill him.

Part 1l next week

LONG LARTIN
HM Prison Long Lartin, South
Littleton, Evesham, Worcs,
WR11 572
LIAM BAKER, 20-year sentence,
464984.
JAMES BENNETT, 20-year sent-
ence, 464989,
EDDIE BUTLER, Life sentence,
338637.
ROBERT CUNNINGHAM, 20-year
sentence, 131877.
GERRY CUNNINGHAM, 20-year
sentence, 132016.
JOHN McCOMB,
ence, B51715.
ANDY MULRYAN, 20-year sent-
ence, 461576.
PATRICK MULRYAN, 20-year
sentence, 461575.
NOEL GIBSON, Life sentence,
879225.

PARKHURST
HM Prison Parkhurst, Newport,
Isle of Wight, PO30 5NX
PATRICK HACKETT, 20-year
sentence, 342603.
GERRY McDONNELL, Life sent-
ence, B75882.
PAUL NORNEY. Life sentence.
863532
TOMMY QUIGLEY

17-year sent-

WAKEFIELD
HM Priso. ove e Maae

REPUBLICAN PRISONERS OF WAR

field, W Yorks. WF2 9AG
HUGH DOHERTY, Life sentence,
338636.
NATALINO VELLA, 15-year sent-
ence, B71644.

ALBANY
HM Prison Albany, Newport, isle
of Wight, PO30 5RS
MARTIN BRADY, Life sentence,
119087.
HARRY DUGGAN, Life sentence,
338638.
BILLY GRIMES,
SEAN HAYES, 20-year sentence,
341418.

WANDSWORTH

SEAN KINSELLA, Life sentence,
758661.

GARTREE
HM Prison Gartree, Leicester Rd,
Market Harborough, Leics, LE16
7RP
RONNIE McCARTNEY, Life sent-
ence, 463799,
STEPHEN NORDONE, Life sent-
ence 758663.
JOE O'CONNELL, Life sentence,
338635
RQOY WALSH. Life sentence.
119083

FRANKLAND

HM Prison Finchale Ave. Bras-
side. Durham

PAUL HOLMES, Life sentence,
119034.
CON McFADDEN, 20-year sent-
ence, 130662.
EDDIE O'NEILL, 20-year sent-
ence, 135722.

LEICESTER
HM Prison Welford Rd, Leices-
ter, LE2 7AJ
IF’AUL KAVANAGH, Life sentence,
888.
BRIAN KEENAN, 21-year sent-
ence, B26380.

"PATRICK McGEE, Life sentence,

B75881.

WORMWOOD SCRUBS
HM Prison, PO Box 757, Du Cane
Road, London W12 OAE
DONAL CRAIG, 4, years.

VINCE DONNELLY Life Sent—
ence, 274064.
DURHAM
HM Prison Durham, Old Elvert
Street, Durham.
MARTINA ANDERSON, Life sent-
ence, D25134.
ELLA O'DWYER, Life sentence,
D25135.
REMAND PRISONERS:
BRIXTON
HM Prison. Jebb Avenue. Brix-
ton. London SW2 5XF.
WCHATL | WeKENNEY (234
~Ta 32T

INNOCENT MEN AND
WOMEN FRAMED BY THE
BRITISH POLICE:

CAROLE RICHARDSON, 290719,
HM Prison Styal, Wilmslow,
Cheshire

PATRICK ARMSTRONG, HM Pris-
on Gartree.

PAUL HILL, 462778. HM Prison
Wormwood Scrubs.

GERARD CONLON, 462779, HM
Prison Long Lartin.

JUDITH WARD, HM Prison
Durham.

HUGH CALLAGHAN, 509499, HM
Prison Gartree.

JOHN WALKER, 509494, HM Pris-
on, Long Lartin.

BILLY POWER, 509498, HM Pris-
on Wormwood Scrubs.

GERARD HUNTER, 509495, HM
Prison Frankland.

RICHARD McILKENNY, 509497,
HM Prison Wormwood Scrubs.
PADDY HilLL, 509496, HM Prison
Gartree.

PATRICK MCLOUGHLIN. HM Pris-
on Wormwood Scuts




women

[ BY TONY GODFREY |

THE WOMEN’s Peace
Camp at Greenham
Common — despite
nearly six years of
harassment by govern-
ment, law, police,
bailiffs, right-wing re-
sidents’ groups and
gangs of local vigi-

lantes — continues to
exist, defying all
attempts to break it up.

Greenham was estab-
lished as an airbase during
World War II, when it was
sold to the US Air Force for
a pittance, although it was
on common land.

The government got away
with this act of piracy and
deprived us all of an area of
great beauty. It has remained
a military installation to this
day.

Cruise

It fuhctions as part of the US
commitment to NATO at RAF
Greenham Common, operating as
the 501st Tactical Missile Wing,
guarded by the RAF Battalion, US
NATO personnel, and Ministry of
Defence police. It is more com-

AIthugh on common

land Greenham was sold by

monly known, along with Moles-
worth, as a cruise missiles base.

The campaign against its use as
a base for cruise has always been
one initiated and led by women.
Blockades were organised as long
ago as March 1981, during the
base’s construction, when various
camps were established.

The permanent camp, as it sur-
vives today, began at the end of a
march from Cardiff by 40 women
and four men, organised by Anne
Pettit because she wanted to in-
spire ‘women, not necessarily in
the women’s movement, but who
were worried, anxious and isolated
like myself’.

They arrived on 5 September

o
the govern

5

Despite six years of harassment the women remain defiant

ment to USAF for ‘ pittance

Greenham

stand firm

1981 and decided not to leave until
the base was removed.

The decision to operate as a
women-only camp was enforced
from 1 February 1982. This was not
Just a matter of women being in the
majority, or an anti-male stand.

The women wanted to raise all
aspects of their double oppression
in society, not simply limit them-
selves to an anti-nuclear protest.

With the first of many eviction
orders obtained by Newbury Coun-
cil due to be executed on 1 Febru-
ary, they were worried that the
police would use the presence of
men in the camp in a provocative
way to wreck the camp physically.

They were also convinced that a
tactic of non-violent confrontation
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The campaign at Greenham has always been led by women

would be the best way to proceed in
this campaign.

The constant threat of physical
and sexual attacks on women, and
how best to ensure their safety, is
also a problem which women-only
camps do help to reduce.

The rapes that have occurred at
Molesworth, where there is a
mixed camp, highlight one of the
reasons why the women need to
organise in this way.

Though there is no centralised
organisation at the Greenham
camp, it survives through the cour-
age of all those involved, and their
refusal to give in, no matter how
many times the bailiffs order them
to move — which they do almost
every day and sometimes twice a
day. The women’s determination
has sustained them through many
freezing winters.

Fires

One of the women spoke of the
problems faced in the winter:

‘Everything becomes so much
more of an effort to accomplish:
cooking, washing. The cold really
gets to you.

‘Then the bailiffs come round
and you have to pack everything
up and put out the fire. The fire is
our main reason for being able to
survive — we managed to keep
enough wood coming to the camp.

Many people helped us out on that
score.

‘We can return only when the
bailiffs have gone. Nobody tells the
base to go even though it’'s on
common land illegally — just us,
and we're not going.’

With nine miles of perimeter
fence to patrol it is no surprise that
the guards have a problem keeping
everyone out. Not that any of the
‘Soviet agents’ I spoke to seemed
concerned.

If the bailiffs are a constant
nuisance to the women, the women
are a constant problem for the
base, cutting the wire to gain entry
where they please.

Once in, they drive the vehicles
round, put posters up, graffiti-
spray multi-million-doliar air-
craft, and harass the base as they
see fit.

The women have an unbreakable
code with regard to violence
against people, and the only point
where differences occur is over the
level of direct action against the
base and how far it should be
taken.

. The differences are resolved by
there being no rule as to what you
do once inside the wire.

The risk of arrest does not deter
the women, even though changes
in the law have made trespass a
criminal offence, whereas pre-
viously they could only be charged
with criminal damage.

No accurate figures of those
arrested or charged are available,
but many have served prison sent-
ences and more are due in court,
possibly to face jail.

HOW should revolutionary
socialists view women-only
camps, and what should their
attitude towards them be?

For myself I don’t see how it can
be anything other than uncon-
ditional support for their right to
organise as they see fit, to do so as
women fighting for women'’s rights
in opposition to the double oppres-
sion they face.

Who are we to turn round to them
and say: ‘We agree with your ulti-
mate aims, but we will only cam-
paign for support for you if you
change your tactics’?

That is the argument of the so-
cial chauvinists, not socialists.

To leave women with a feeling
that they cannot organise, break
out of their isolation, and stand on
their own strength in thé political
arena is akin to telling all oppres-
sed that their cause i1s hopeless.

Under these conditions we could
argue that all oppression is the
result of living under capitalism
and that only by the removal of
imperialism itself can all our
rights be secure.

After seeing such courage and
determination at Greenham [
came away feeling somewhat
humbled. These women -are not
being hounded by the authorities
because they are ‘Soviet agents’ or
‘eriminals’, but simply because

. they are women- and they are

there.
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The overthrow of

IN the WORKERS PRESS letters pages over the last few months
Brian Pearce has made points about the 1688 overthrow of the
Stuart dynasty by the Protestant William of Orange. We have
published letters from other readers disagreeing sharply with
Pearce. In this article DAVE BRUCE discusses some of the issues

WORKERS PRESS readers can only welcome
the assertion that Brian Pearce ‘went beyond the
bounds of socialist controversy’ in implying that
war-time Trotskyists in Britain were uncon-

scious agents of Hitler.

Many might also feel his implication that fighters for
Irish national liberation had a sneaking and dangerous
sympathy for fascist Germany was also ‘damn bad form’
and that the same sanction was appropriate.

The abuse in this debate has

been thrown by Pearce and:

Pearce alone, his ‘Armalites
and rosaries’ epithet and his
gloating over the persistence of
‘Londonderry’ being cases in
point.

(In 1609, the Corporation of Lon-
don reluctantly agreed to oblige
Charles I with what they felt was a
poor investment — the ‘plantation’
of Coleraine by Scots colonists.

The scheme was never a suc-
cess, attracting only, in the words
of a contemporary, ‘the scum of
both countries’ and this only in
limited numbers, since by 1624 the
Corporation still had 4,000 illegal
Irish tenants on their book. But
they did, by way of recompense,
manage to rename a county and a
city.)

Indignation is not to be equated
with abuse but it is still a poor tool
for the understanding of history.
May I therefore enter the debate,
citing my credentials that I have
never called Mr Pearce a ‘barba-
rian’ nor advised his trepanning?

Pearce has consistently argued
that 1688 was a ‘Glorious Revolu-
tion’ which defeated the counter-
revolution of the Stuarts so de-
cisively that, even now, Trots-
kyists should bedeck themselves
with Orange regalia and celebrate
its gains. -

Others have replied that 1688
was, in fact a ‘compromise’ (e.g.
Gerry Downing and N.M. of Dub-
lin). This, I feel, is too vague and
leaves the door ajar for Pearce to
usher in his anglo-centric view of
history which has the cheek to call
itself a ‘world view’.

Parliament

The ‘Glorious Revolution’ is the
name given by Establishment
historians to the overthrow of the
Stuart dynasty, with its absolutist
and Catholic trimmings, by the
Protestant William of Orange. The
monarch was no longer answer-
able to God (the divine right of
Kings) but to Parliament — and to
the House of Commons at that.

The bourgeoisie were keen to
exploit their victory over their
plebeian allies of the Civil War
(1642-1649) — a victory which
Cromwell had himself secured, not
least with his campaigns in Ire-
land.

They turned to the Stuarts
(Charles II and James II) who
applied themselves to the task with
relish. As Christopher Hill re-
marks:

‘We do not know what the un-
free thought, for in 1660 the
shutters close. Henceforth, they
exist only to be ruled. . . !

But the whiff of incense and the
delicate touch of lace, which had
seemed so sensually alluring to
those bourgeois who were setting
aside their Psalters by 1660 and
were picking up their ledgers
again, had lost their charm by
1688. .

Quarrels between James II and
parliament had paralysed Eng-
land’s foreign policy of colonial
expansion which had had such an
auspicious start under Cromwell’s
leadership.

Progress had continued under

Charles II — the Navigation Acts
were designed to ensure the hege-
mony of English shipping and the
promotion of colonial commodity
production and trade and the old,
aristocratic monopolies suffered
further encroachment.

But this aggrandisement of the
mercantile and new, commercial
landowners was reflected within
the Commons itself, whose Cava-
lier faction became increasingly
outnumbered.

Slaves

It is true, as Pearce points out,
that Judge Jeffreys savagely sup-
pressed the last fling of the
plebeians who rose under Mon-
mouth in 1685. But it is also true
that he fined the mayor of Bristol
£1,000 for illegal dealings in
slaves.?

The powerful Whig bourgeoisie
may well have protested at the
draconian suppression of their for-
mer allies in the West Country. But
they were far more concerned to
control the apparatus of suppres-
sion in their own interests.

Monmouth’s abortive revolt —
he breached the mandate of his
own followers — marked the final
break between the increasingly
self-confident bourgeois and the
small property owner.

That master of abusive polemic,
Marx, summed up the events of
1688 as follows:

“The ‘‘glorious Revolution’’
brought into power, along with
William of Orange, the landlord
and capitalist appropriators of
surplus-value. They inaugu-
rated the new era by practising
on a colossal scale thefts of
state lands, thefts that had
hitherto been managed more
modestly.

‘These states were given
away, sold at a ridiculous fi-
gure, or even annexed to pri-
vate states by direct seizure. All
this happened without the
slightest " observation of legal
etiquette.

‘The Crown lands thus
fraudulently appropriated,
together with the robbery of the
Church estates, as far as these
had not been lost again during
the republican revolution, form
the basis of the today princely
domain of the English oli-
garchy.

‘The bourgeois capitalists
favoured the operation with the
view, among others, to promot-
ing free trade in land, to extend-
ing the domain of modern agri-
culture on the large farm-
system, and to increasing their
supply of the free agricultural
proletarians ready to hand.

‘Besides, the new landed aris-
tocracy was the natural ally of
the new bankocracy, of the new-
ly-hatched haute finance, and of
the large manutacturers, then
depending on protective duties.

‘The English bourgeoisie
acted for its own interest quite
as wisely as did the Swedish
bagurgeoisie. . . .

"Christopher Hill comments less
vividly but more tersely:
‘The Revolution of 1688 saw a
restoration of power to the tra-
ditional ruling class, the shire

the Stuartdynasty

Roaq leading out of London: a late 17th-century Englishman’s image of his
land’s wealth — the balance between foreign, seaborne trade (ships in the
background, globe in the foreground) ordinary overland traffic (coach
coming down the road, horsemen and pediar on foot), animal husbandry
(sheep, cattle, horses) and agriculture. Only industry is missing.

gentry and town merchants, as
well as a change of sovereign,’*
but clarifies the relationship with
Ireland:
‘In 1689, as in 1641, a Catholic
revolt in Ireland temporarily
liberated the country from En-
glish domination. The Patriot
Parliament at Dublin restored
to Irish landowners estates con-
fiscated during the Inter-
regnum.

‘English power in Ireland was
reduced to Londonderry, which
endured a grim three months
siege in 1689. In 1690 William
himself went to Ireland. His
victory in the Battle of the
Boyne (July 1690) was nearly as
decisive as Cromwell’s cam-
paign of 1649.7°

The ‘Glorious Revolution’ of 1688
was not a compromise between
rulers and ruled, or the consolida-
tion of what had been gained in the
war with Charles I and endangered
by the ‘counter-revolution’ of
James II. The oppressed had
already been driven off the politic-
al arena.

Rivals

The conflict was between two
rival sections of the ruling class,
those whose main activity was pro-
duction (the bourgeoisie) and con-
sumption (the aristocracy).

The former gained in 1688 what
they had not been able to get in
1660. At that time they still lacked
complete economic independence
and needed the alliance with the
aristocracy to defeat their erst-
while plebeian allies.

In 1688 they won themselves poli-
tical rights which reflected their

growing economic power. But rep-

resentation in parliament was ex-
clusively for the men of property:
the Lords had heredity and pre-
stige, the Commons the power.
Both had cash and land; agree-
ment was reached on how to ex-
ploit their growing wealth.

But the Orange king symbolised
something else. Just as the Re-
formation had given England a
cheap church, so did 1688 guaran-
tee: something else which was to
give her an edge over European
rivals — a cheap state.

What the merchants, financiers
and capitalist farmers needed was
a home country unencumbered by
bureaucracy of the kind that bede-
villed much of Europe. Now they
controlled a state that could direct
its resources where they were
needed most — to the armed forces
which alone could defeat competi-
tors in trade.

What, then, were the fruits of
this ‘Glorious Revolution’? What
did the epigones of the Ironsides of
Naseby do that so gets the blood
stirring in Mr Pearce’s veins that

ACCUSERoOf
CAPITALISM

he can side, even now, with the

Peep-of-Day boys against the Un-

ited Irishmen and can praise the

‘thin Orange line’ against fascism?
How about the following?

1. The 1691 Articles of Capitulation
(Treaty of Limerick), ratified by
the all-Protestant landowners’
parliament in Dublin only when
reinforced by specific anti-
Catholic measures in 1697. (Wil-
liam gave the estates of James
II in Ireland to his mistress, the
Countess of Orkney.)

2. The 1692 authorisation by Wil-
liam personally of the Glencoe
massacre, which started the
Highland Clearances. a 150-
year-long saga of near genocide
which ended only when there
. was little left in one quarter of
Britain except gamekeepers.

3. The 1695 founding of that bastion
of democracy, the Bank of Eng-
land (and the National Debt).

4. The policy of legislation and war
which culminated, after Wil-
liam’s death, in the Treaty of
Utrecht which gave England the
coveted asiento, the monopoly of
shipping slaves to the Spanish
American colonies.

What do these disparate events
symbolise?

® The restoration of colonial rule

in Ireland and the start of serious

commercial exploitation of the
colony;

@ The continued policy of the des-

truction of all non-capitalist agri-

culture and the creation of a class
with only its labour power to sell;

@ The domination of the state by

the requirements of finance and

mercantile  capital particularly
with regard to the struggle for

British hegemony in colonial ac-

quisition and trade.
There’s Glory for you!

Heroes

If Trotskyists are to ‘celebrate’
events or heroes of the 17th cen-
tury, should we not follow our
democratic revolutionary fore-
bears, like Wolfe Tone or the
founders of the London Corres-
ponding Societies?

They were inspired, surely, by
the radical, plebeian side of the
Cromwellian revolution, not the
slave traders and the ‘democratic’
landowners but the Diggers and
the Levellers.

Engels did not glorify ‘the prog-
ress of history’ or the victorious
Luther, but exalted the defeated
Thomas Munzer.

It was Lenin who drew inspira-
tion from the vanquished Jacobins
rather than the ‘successful’ Napo-
leon Bonaparte. It was Kautsky,
Plekhanov and the rest who lay
prostrate at the feet of history and
supported the ‘war to end wars’ of
1914.

It was those Marxists who sided
with the oppressed, in history as in
life, that actually made history in
October 1917.

Notes:

'C. Hill, ‘The Century of Revolution',
2nd ed pps 121/2

2P. Fryer 'Staying Power', p.38
3K. Marx ‘Capital’ (Lawrence &
Wishart) Vol 1, p.677

4C. Hill, Op Cit, p.235

SIbid, p.220
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PERSONAL COLUMN

How ‘The
Newsletter’
hegan

THIRTY years ago this week the firstissue
of ‘The Newsletier came off the press in
an untidy printshop behind Clapham High
Street and was mailed out by volunteers to
its initial 200-odd subscribers.

A few months later the paper was
recalling how ‘it was started without capit-
al, without staff, without an office, without a
typewriter, without so much as a filing
cabinet or a packet of paper-clips’.

The modest inaugural issue contained a
fairly full report of the conference of
Socialist Forums held at Wortley Hall, near
Sheffield, a couple of weeks before.

Soon afterwards the first issue of the
Forum movement’s own journal reprinted
that report in full, without acknowledg-
ment. The Forum journal folded after one
or two issues, but ‘The Newsletter’ went on
from relative weakness to relative
strength.

The idea behind its launching was a
simple one. After that pivotal year of 1956
— the year of Khrushchev's secret speech
about Stalin’s crimes that was soon no
secret at all, the year of upheavals in
Poland and Hungary —.people were res-
igning from the Communist Party in
droves.

Many of those who had stayed in after
the Hungarian Revolution, hoping for
change, found no comfort in the CP's 1957
Hammersmith congress. The Stalinist
leadership succeeded in consolidating its
hold on the party, and the trickle of
resignations then became a flood.

‘“The Newsletter’ was started to provide
a kind of safety-net for these disillusioned
communists — or, at any rate, for those of
them who wanted to remain communists.
In the fullness of time, it was hoped, the
paper would win them to the Trotskyist
movement. :

Let us give credit where it is due. This
strategy was, so far as 1 know, devised by
Gerry Healy. | don't know how far he had
discussed it with his colleagues: not, |
suspect, in any great depth.

Certainly it was he who proposed to me
the launching of ‘The Newsletter’; who
defined, in broad outline, its character and
objectives; and who made his printshop
and small organisation available for its
production and distribution.

Healy recognised what few on the left
had hitherto been able to recognise: the
degree to which Stalinism had successful-
ty poisoned the minds of CP members, so
that, even in the minds of many who now
considered themselves anti-Stalinist, the

word ‘Trotskyist' produced a knee-jerk
reaction of loathing. It had been turned into
a synonym for ‘fascist’.

Understanding this large-scale poison-
ing of minds and devising an effective
antidote of a certain subtlety was Healy's
outstanding contribution in that period; and
whatever went wrong later (and a lot did) it
wouid be idle to deny the flair and imagina-
tion he showed in that effort to weave the
necessary safety-net.

To glance through the first three years’
issues of ‘The Newsletter’, as | have just
done for the first time since 1959, is to see
at once how little substance there is in
certain legends.

‘The Newsletter’ was never a one-man
band. Contributors in those early days
included such CP and ex-CP figures as
Don Renton, Hyman Levy, Brian Pearce,
Cliff Slaughter,” John Daniels, Brian Be-
han, Paul Hogarth, and Alison Macleod,
even Edward Thompson sent a message
of greetings, which was printed in the third
issue.

From the Trotskyist tradition, William
Hunter, Cyril Smith, Peter Gibson, and
Jack Gale were among the early contribu-
tors.

Nor was ‘The Newsletter' ever obsessed
by the crisis in the Communist Party,
though its original purpose meant that this
was indeed one of its preoccupations, just
as another preoccupation was the situa-
tion in the Soviet Union: hence the colour-
ful account by Maurice Pelter of a trip to
the USSR (reprinted as a pamphlet) and,
above all, the magnificent enlarged special
issue on the 40th anniversary of the
October Revolution, an astonishing
achievement for such a small publication
and now, deservedly, a collector's item.

Two other legends, which tend to cancel

"each other out, are that ‘The Newsletter’

neglected the industrial struggle and that,
on the other hand, it was ‘syndicalist’ in its
treatment of that struggle.

As early as September 1957, the paper
was declaring that ‘the hour has come for
the entire working-class movement to go
over to the offensive against the em-
ployers and their government. Either we
do this, or they will thrash us’.

Two months before, The Newsletter'
had published the first example of what
was later to become a popular feature: a
‘Strike Broadsheet’ produced by and for
provinciai busmen and Covent Garden
porters on strike, and reporting how a
group of the latter had been attacked by
police with drawn truncheons.

During the 1958 strike of London bus
workers a regular weekly ‘Strike Bulletin’
was produced as a supplement to ‘The
Newsletter. It was largely written by strik-
ers themselves, and proved so popular
that delegates used to come from the
garages on press day each week to carry
away their parcels for distribution.

As for ‘syndicalism’, |-think those who
make that charge have forgotten the part
the paper played in the formation of the
Socialist Labour League, and in combating

the quite ferocious witch-hunt, in the
Labour Party and the press, that followed
its formation.

Of course ‘The Newsletter', in those
early years, did have many faults and
shortcomings. But there are two aspects of
it in particular that, as its editor for two-
and-a-half years, | look back on with pride.

First, its consistent opposition to racism.
We reacted to the 1958 anti-black riots in
north Kensington with the headline ‘Sweep
the racialists off the streets’ and a call for
the formation of workers’ defence squads.
This earned us a visit from the Special
Branch and a threat of prosecution for
‘seditious libel'.

The other thing | felt proud of, as |
browsed through those yellowing files,
was the letters column. Our policy was to
publish the letters of those who disagreed
with us and, sometimes, expressed their
disagreements very sharply.

We answered them with facts and argu-
ments, not with labelling, name-calling, or
invective. This, we believed, was the best
way to win young people to revolutionary
socialism.

That is still my belief.

The old
Guards

THE newspapers tell us that a 17-year-old
currently being trained as a Grenadier
Guardsman will be the first black member
of the brigade in its entire history.

The press officer who put out this story
should consult Lt-Gen. Sir F.W. Hamilton's
‘The Origin and History of the First or
Grenadier Guards’ (1874), in which there
is a picture of one of the regiment’s black
drummers in 1792.

By 1772 the Grenadier Guards, like
many other units of the British army, had
black ‘time-beaters’ playing bass, tenor
and side drums, and cymbals.

This tradition continued until 1840, when
‘Francis, the last of the blacks in the
Grenadier Guards, was discharged’.

Martinique-born Francis is said to have
been the black military bandsman who,
strolling down the Strand one day, was
accosted withthe question: ‘Well, blackie,
what news from the devil?’

He knocked the questioner down, re-

rr})arking: ‘He send you that — how you like
it?

frtey ‘Fryer

LISTINGS

POSTAL DISPUTE

gL

LISTINGS are published
free by WORKERS PRESS
each week for organisa-
tions in the labour move-
ment. Please send details
to arrive by mid-day Mon-
day for publication the fol-
lowing Thursday.

GREENHAM COMMON
WOMEN'’S CAMP To all women
— We are still here; we still need
your support! Near Newbury —
Exit 13 on M4, or BR Newbury,
Berkshire.

NON-STOP PICKET OF
SOUTH AFRICA HOUSE For
the release of Nelson Mandela
and all political prisoners in
South Africa. For sanctions
against the racist South African
government. Outside South Afri-

" ca House, Trafalgar Square.

Organised by City of London
Anti-Apartheid.

VIRAJ MENDIS BENEFIT
Tuesday 12 May, 7.30p.m. —
midnight. London Lesbian and
Gay Centre, 67 Cowcross
Street, EC1 (Farringdon tube).
VMDC Video. Cabaret: Maria
Tolly; Christopher Eymard;
Horns of Jericho; Zubop Trio;
Ken Hughes. Disco: DJ —
Rankin Josie. £2 waged, 75p
unwaged.

SOCIALIST PLATFORM Public
Meeting: 50 Years Since the
Barcelona Events of 1937.
Speakers: Staff Cotman (ex
POUM) and John Sullivan.

Saturday 23 May, 7.30p.m.
Duke of York, York Way, Kings
Cross.

BOBBY SANDS COM-
MEMORATION COMMITTEE
Fortnightly meetings to organise

_a march in London at the end of

June commemorating the
deaths of the 10 Irish Republi-
can Hunger Strikers in 1981.
Next meetin% 7.30p.m. 13 May.
203 Seven Sisters Road, N4.

CAMPAIGN AGAINST POLICE
REPRESSION (CAPR) Weekly
planning meetings every Tues-
day at 7.30p.m. Stoke Newing-
ton Community Centre, Leswin
Road, N16. Ail welcome. Con-
tact: Box CAPR, 83 Blackstock
Road, N4 (01-991 2938).

BRING BACK VICTORIA WIL-
LIAMS! Campaign meetings.

.7.30p.m., second and fourth

Wednesdays of every month.
UCA, Acton Technical College.
Mill Hill Road, W3.

TALK POLITICS WITH THE
RCG Weekly discussion meet-
ings every Sunday 7p.m. Con-
way Hall, Red Lion Square,
WCH.

12 HUNGER STRIKE MAR-
TYRS Commemorative March
and Rally. Satyrday, 9 May.
Assemble 12 noon, Central Ex-
change Hall, Sparkhill Park,
Stratford Road, Birmingham. In-
vited speakers include: Sinn
Fein, IRSP, PAC, PLO, Strip
Searches and PoW Campaigns.
Organised by lIrish Hunger
Strike Commemoration Commit-
tee TIOCH AR LA.

MEMBERS of the Union of Communication Workers came
out on strike at the Brixton, London SW2, sorting office on
Friday 1 May, following Head Office attempts to impose
extra staff on the office. Other sorting offices in south
London, including our own Stockwell office, have come out in
support.

For this reason readers’ letters have been delayed and we
are therefore holding our letters page for this week and will
resume when the dispute is resolved.

TASKS OF THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL

A Magazine of Marxist Theory
Volume 1 Number 1 March 1987

Contents

Introducing Tasks of the Fourth International
One Year Since Healy's Expulsion, by Geoff Pilling
‘What Is To Be Done’ in Historical Context. by Tim Peach
in Defence of Thought. by Chris Bailey
Trotskyism in Latin America. by Oscar Poma
27 Reasons and No Explanations, by Dave Bruce
The Class Nature of the Bureaucracy, by Gerard Laffont
A Reply to Comrade Laffont, by Cliff Slaughter
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Secretary to the Central Committee
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WORKERS PRESS leads the fight for Trotskyism |
and Marxist principles in the labour and trade union

movement nationally and internationally.

The most reliable way to get your copy of WORKERS

PRESS is by post.

You can have WORKERS PRESS delivered for 25p
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£5,oo Special Fund

IN SO FAR: £1,670.99

The second meeting of the Preparatory Committee to
organise the International Conference of Trotskyists will be
taking place this month. The Conference, planned for later
this year, is to reorganise the Fourth International. Our
Special Fund is the only source of money for the Workers
Revolutionary Party’s contribution to that committee, and
therefore is urgently needed.

@ Please send donations, large or small, to: WRP Special
Fund, PO Box 735, London SW9 7QS

WORKERS PRESS MAY
FUND |

We have so far received £809.50

WORKERS PRESS editorial board appeals to all our
members and supporters:

B Organise special sales to take the Workers Press
into the working class

H Increase the number of regular deliveries

W Expand our monthly fighting fund

The excellent start we have made to the month must
be maintained if we are to pay off our many outstand-
ing bills. We cannot stress this strongly enough.
Every penny counts! please send donations to:
Workers Press, PO Box 735, London SW9 7QS
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Example: Typesetting; £15 per 1,000 words
Printing 1,000 A4 for £25.00
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Tel: 01-274 8459
Lowtry Ltd., 21-25 Beehive Place, Brixton,
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- RoBSON'S CHOICE

LAST Monday on Chan-
nel Four, following a
thoroughly pretentious
feature film by Jean-
Luc Godard, a ftotally
unpretentious, but thor-
oughly useful
documentary was
screened called Don’t
Eat Today, or
Tomorrow.

Made by a Dutch team in
Argentina, it managed to
explain in language that
was easy to grasp how the
country had been turned
from one of the wealthiest
into one of the most im-
poverished in Latin Amer-
1ca in little more than a
decade.

It showed how imperial-
ism and its agency the In-
ternational Monetary Fund
(IMF) had collaborated
with the native bourgeoise
in destroying the industrial
base which had been built
in Argentina in the post-
war period.

By the mid 1950’s the
wave of nationalism gener-
ated by Peron had resulted
in the expulsion of many

g multi-nationals from
Argentina. The nation
could provide for many of
its basic needs, including
fuels. By restricting im-
ports, by in effect depriv-
ing the US of a substan tial
market in which to dump
its goods, local manufac-
ture had grown rapidly.
These were haleyon days
when the best beef was
slaughtered for local con-
sumption, rather than ear-
marked for export.

Parallel with this process
of internal development
which brought many gains
for the Argentine working
class, Peron and his en-
tourage were plundering
the national coffers.

Suddenly Argentina was
in difficulty and needed to
raise loans abroad. -They
were difficult if not im-
possible to obtain.

The working class had to
be driven back if Argentine
capitalism was to be res-
tored to its former
strength. The military coup
of 1976 created the neces-
sary opening. The first
thing they did when they
siezed power was to restore
a free market economy.
Import restrictions that
protected young- and often

fo—

inefficient local industries
were lifted.

The IMF within days
granted the Junta a sub-
stantial loan. Private
banks from Japan, the US
and Europe recognised the
green light and poured
loans in Argentina’s direc-
tion.

The stage was set for the
native bourgeoisie to fleece
the masses. They achieved
this by employing two
separate but intercon-
nected mechanisms.

First was the weapon of
physical repression that
led to the disappearance of
30,000 men, women and
children and the crushing
of virtually all political
opposition. Second was the
overvaluation of the Argen
tine peso which permitted
the bourgeosie to buy dol-
lars at getting on for one-
fifth of its real exchange
value and stash them away
in numbered accounts in
Miami and Geneva.

The ruling class and their

agents in the officer corps

had a field day for eight
years before the bubble
burst. Foreign bankers
loaned money for this or
that enterprise, but much
of this was appropriated by
individuals, converted into
hard currencies and hid-
den. This, as director Rob
Hof pointed out, is how the
external debt was created.
The bulk of the funds that
might have been available
to pay -it off are earning
interest outside Argentina
for the private speculators
who stole them in the first
place.

In conclusion, the idea
that the Argentine masses
borrowed heavily in order
to live well while producing
no new wealth, thus ending
up with a huge external
debt, is a stinking lie!

The ruling class and the
military must pay; it’s
their debt. The workinﬁ
class has already paid wit
thirty-thousand lives.

* ok *

As we advance towards
summer and the days get
brighter TV programmers
obviously assume that the
minds of viewers get cor-
respondingly lighter. There
is less and less to interest
the serious viewer. On

PUBLIC LECTURES

A series of four lectures
by Cyril Smith
2. Subject and object (8 May)
3. Individual and society (15 May)
4. Theory and revolutionary practice (22 May)

FRIDAY evenings
7.30p.m. sharp
Duke of York, York Way
near Kings Cross Station, London WC1

Workers Revolutionary Party
Scottish Area

Day School
The_Struggle to Re-Organise the Fourth International
Speaker: Geoff Pilling (Workers Press editor)

Sunday, 17 May, 11a.m. — 5.00p.m. — Blythswood Hotel, 320
Argyle Street, Glasgow

Workers Revolutionary Party
West of Scotland Branch

Public Classes

The WRP’s Call for an International Conference of -
kyists — Sunday 10 May Trots
Lectures Start at 6.00p.m.

Blythswood Hotel, 320 Ar%ylle Street,

asgow
(between Central Station and Anderston Bus Station)
Speaker: Joe Eyre

Monthly journal of the
Communist League of Australia

Subs: 12 issues £8.50. 6 issues £4.25
PO Box N93, Petersham NSW 2049, Australia

Saturday, for example,
only one programme
caught my eye, Arrows of
Robin Hood, (1.20p.m.,
ITV), a Soviet version of
the classic yarn.

On Sunday, there is Ver-
di’s opera Othello,
(7.45p.m.;, C-4) and Dis-
covering Portuguese, a six-
part introduction to the lan-
guage and the people
(10.40p.m.. BBC1). Domi-
nating the evening, howev-
er, is Jack Gold’s Escape
from Sobibor, on ITV start-
ing at 9p.m., a dramatised
account of the events that
led to a mass excape by
nearly 300 Jews from the
Polish death camp in 1943.

On Monday, ITV launch
the first of three program-
mes called War on Drugs
(10.30p.m.). The next two
can be seen on Tuesday and
Wednesday at the same
time. At 10p.m.(C-4) you
can see_Lebanese director
Heini Srour’s Leila And
The Wolves, and at
11.45p.m.(C-4) a filmed
account of the political
situation in Uruguay after
the ending of military rule.

On Tuesday, a film for
television at 9p.m.(BBC2),
Something About Amelia
followed by Two Nations at
10.50p.m.(BBC1) may be
worth a look.

On Wednesday, Amer-
ican modernist Larry Riv-
ers takes charge of the
electronic paint box on
BBC2 at 9p.m. in Painting
with Light. At
9.30p.m.(BBC1) a
documentary account of
the largest-ever gold rob-
bery: Gold. At
10.20p.m.(BBC2) you can
see Duncan Campbell’s
?ext expose in Secret Socie-
y.

On Thursday, Derek Jar-
man’s acclaimed portrait
of 17th century Tuscan
painter, Caravaggio, su-
perbly photographed by
Mexican cinematographer
Gabriel Beristein, is at
9p.m.(C-4). - For insom-
niacs, starting at
1.15p.m.(C-4), Sergo Parad-
janov’s superb film, The
Colour of Pomegranates.

On Friday, a portrait of
Italian filmaker Federico
Fellini is presented by
Omnibus (10.25p.m. on
BBC1) and, to round off the

- evening, Joan Crawford in

Sudden Fear,starting at
11.15p.m. on BBC2.

EXPOSED!

Police antics in
social club

HERTFORDSHIRE’s Depu-
ty Chief Constable John
Bennion has denied reports
that hidden cameras at
Bishop’s Stortford Police So-
cial Club recorded heavy
drinking at late-night parties
which included police offic-
ers having sex on a snooker
table.

The cameras were fitted
after money went missing
out of the till (surprise, sur-
prise) but the recordings,
according to Bennion, only
reveal officers taking money
and helping themselves to
drinks for several weeks at
the end of last year.

He also said that four men
and one woman, three const-
ables and two sergeants, ‘all
voluntarily put in their res-
ignations’.

Crime

‘My main concern was to
remove these officers from
the police force . . . nobody
likes colleagues committing
crime. I was pleased they
decided to resign.’

Members of the constabul-
ary are well known for their
opposition to sex on televi-
sion — is it because it is too
uncomfortable?

mm REVIEWS ==

The man who
probed too well

The Stalker Affair. By Frank
Doherty. Mercier Press, £3.95

JOHN STALKER, the Man-
chester Assistant Chief Con-
stable who was suspended
while directing an official in-
quiry inte the RUC’s shoot-
to-kill tactics in the north of
Ireland, has now left the
police force.

Although he was rein-
stated after allegations that
he had broken the police
code of conduct were found
to be groundless, he was only
back a short while before he
handed in his resignation. It
appears that he was shunned
by Chief Constable James
Anderton and other top
officers.

In interviews Stalker’s re-
marks have been guarded,
but he has refused to rule out
suggestions that he was vic-
tim of a conspiracy.

He told listeners to the Ir-
ish radio station RTE:
‘There are still things to be
discovered. There are still
things to come out. I'm not
going to say one way or the
other.

‘I’'m certainly not saying
there was a conspiracy, but I
think it’s a wise man who
can say there wasn’t.’

Frank Doherty’s book
builds up a convincing body
of evidence which suggests
that Stalker’s removal from
the RUC inquiry was en-
gineered by British Intelli-
gence, especially MI5.

Stalker’s inquiry was not
the usual cover-up, and he
showed signs of going in too
far for his political masters.

A special unit of the RUC,
‘E4’, had been used to ‘eli-
minate’ Republicans against
whom convictions could not
be obtained. E4 was a top
secret unit controlled by MI5
and trained jointly by the
SAS and British Intelligence
in England.

Who authorised the estab-
lishment of such a unit and
its shoot-to-kill policy?
Doherty’s research suggests
that approval would have
had to come from within the
Cabinet office, involving top
ministers and possibly
Thatcher herself.

Doherty’s book is also an
account of British Secret
Service operations on both
sides of the border in Ire-
land.

From the evidence of four
former British Intelligence
officers and three former
agents, he has built up a
picture of the security
forces’ activities, some of
which were illegal, some
downright criminal.

Two of the former officers,
Captain Fred Mulroyd and
Captain Colin Wallace, have
been featured in TV
documentaries and have
given information for a
series of articles in the ‘New
Statesman’.

Mulroyd’s superiors put
him into early retirement,
saying he had become ‘men-

tally unstable’.

Mulroyd, trying to correct
this slander, was prepared to
reveal details of his former
activities as a military in-
telligence officer.

As a result Doherty is able
to expose not only E4’s shoot-
to-kill policy but also the fact
that its surveillance arm
(E4A) regularly carried out
surveillance across the bor-
der in the Irish Republic.

He also exposes the exist-
ence of a high-ranking offic-
er in the Gardai, codenamed
‘the Badger'. who used his
position to clear areas in
which E4A and other secur-
ity personnel might be work-
ing so that they did not stum-
ble upon checkpoints or
roadblocks near the border.

Stalker’s probe into the
circumstances of the kill-
ings. especially those of Rod-
dy Carrol and Seamus Grew

in 1982, would have disco-
vered all this.

He would also have found
out that British Intelligence
had on occasions. given in-
formation and police clear-
ance to loyalist murder
gangs to kill leading Repub-
licans on both sides of the
border.

Doherty describes inci-
dents where British covert
operations, involving illegal
activities in the Irish Repub-
lic or infiltration of the Irish
security forces, were ex-
posed in the Irish press.

The Irish government’s re-
sponse was inaction and a
strange reluctance to protest
to the British government.

One example shows that
MI5 tried to interfere with
the political process in the 26
counties to secure a govern-
ment more favourable to
British purposes.

An innocent man was held
by the RUC’s E4 unit in Fer-
managh when he should
have been giving evidence
for the prosecution in a court
case against the Irish Jus-
tice Minister’s brother-in-
law, who was charged with
assault.

Suggestions that the minis-
ter, Sean Doherty, might
have arranged for the arrest
wrecked his career and
seriously undermined Prime
Minister Charles Haughey.

Once Stalker began his in-
vestigation it was like pull-
ing on a ball of string. The
more he teased out the more
there seemed left to unravel.

He had to be stopped.

Stalker himself seems to
have understood this. Speak-
ing on Granada TV during
his suspension, Mrs Stalker
said that her husband feared
for his life during the course
of his inquiry.

As Doherty says, ‘John
Stalker is a level-headed
senior police officer of
almost 30 years’ experience.
If he told his wife that there
was a risk he might be mur-
dered to keep him quiet, then
it must be assumed that he
had good reasons for his
suspicions.’

The actual ‘taking out’ of
Stalker was far less
dramatic.

In March 1985, a year after
Stalker’s inquiry began,
poison-pen letters began to
circulate in Manchester,
making a number of allega-
tions about leading members

of Manchester Conservative
Party.

One of these was Kevin
Taylor, a businessman ac-
cused of fraud and crooked
land deals, amongst other
things.

None of the allegations in
any of the letters has been
proved, and their sender re-
mains anonymous.

In September 1985 Stalker
submitted a preliminary re-
port to RUC Chief Constable
Jack Herman.

The massive report is
alleged to have contained
sufficient evidence to bring
prosecutions against RUC
officers. It lay gathering
dust.

Stalker became impatient
and in May 1986 told James
Anderton he was going back
to Belfast.

The Home Office told him
that it was ‘inopportune’, but
Stalker, armed with a letter
of support from the Northern
Ireland Director of Public
Prosecutions Barry Shaw,
was adamant. Stalker
arranged to travel to Ireland
on 3 June.

He never got there, be-
cause he was suddenly sus-
pended.

The police produced a 1981
snapshot of Stalker and
Kevin Taylor, seized during
a raid on Taylor’s home.-two
weeks’ before.

Stalker was allegedly sus-
pended because of his con-
nection with Taylor, against
whom allegations of erimin-
al activities hade been
made.

Stalker was reinstated in
September 1986 but did not
get back his job on the RUC
inquiry.

Taylor has since tried to
sue James Anderton for
false allegations, but has got
been nowhere.

Stalker was prevented
from investigating further
into MI5 involvement in Ire-
land and making revelations
which would have jeopar-
dised the Anglo-Irish agree-
ment.

Doherty’s book is fascinat-
ing reading for all opponents
of the British state.

As Doherty points out, in-
telligence accounts for 10 per
cent of British defence ex-
penditure: £12,000 million. It
has always been extremely
well protected from pub-
licity.

Stuart Carter

28 Charlotte Street, London W1P 1HP
Tel:01 636 3532

10/12 Atlantic Road, Brixton, SW9
Tel:01 274 8342

389 Green Street, London E13
Tel:01 470 1388

321 Hope Street, Glasgow G2 3PT .

Tel:041 332 8881
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The ‘Molly Maguires’

SYLVIS’ death robbed the National Labor Union
of its leading organiser, as explained in Part I
(25 April 1987) and it collapsed.

The collapse was due to
the abandonment of the
programme that Sylvis
had fought for: sustained
union militancy and the
struggle to unite black
and white workers in a
single union.

Instead the inexperienced
leadership succumbed to
what came to be known as
‘greenbackism’ (the utopian
plan to take the heat out of
the class struggle by greatly
increasing the quantity of
paper money in circulation,
thereby increasing the
spending power of the mas-
ses).

Employers launched a
concerted attack on the liv-
ing standards of the working
class. Agricultural prices
dropped and wages fell. Di-
vidends, however, held firm.

In 1877 it was estimated
that one-fifth of the work-
force would never work
again. Two-fifths were work-
ing no more than six months
in the year. Less than one-
fifth had regular jobs and the
wages of those employed had
been cut by 45 per cent.

Out of 30 national unions
only eight remained.

During the Civil War
Daniel Drew had said: ‘It’s
good to fish in troubled wa-
ters’. Andrew Carnegie, J.P.
Morgan, John D. Rockefeller
along with many others
found that this was just as
true in a depression. Cheap
labour and cheap materials
were at their disposal.

The unemployed began to
fizht back and demonstrate,
demanding work not charity.
These demonstrations were
viciously attacked by the
police.

In 1877 there was an agree-
ment reached between the
Democrats and the Republi-
cans: if the conservative
Democrats in the South dealt
with the negroes, the North-
ern Democrats would sup-
port the Republicans in their
efforts to attack the workers
and farmers.

As an example, in the
period following this agree-
ment, negroes continued to
be murdered in the South
while troops were used
against textile workers in
Massachusetts and miners
in Pennsylvania.

The miners organised loc-
al unions in 1864. The Work-
ing Men’s Benevolent Socie-
ty of Carbon County, Penn-
sylvania, was formed.

An Irish immigrant, John
Siney, an ex-chartist, be-
came president of the WBA
at the Schuylkill County.
Earlier in the year twenty-
thousand . anthracite miners
had unsuccessfully staged a
four-month strike on the
question of the eight-hour
day.

Although the leadership of
the WBA favoured arbitra-
tion, the union was forced to
call a strike in the spring of
1869. The leadership attemp-
ted to call off the strike after

PART Il OF A
FEATURE SERIES
BY NORMAN HARDING

only four weeks with many
of the miners continuing the
strike until August. This
strike was also unsuccessful.

Franklin B Gowen, the
man who orgamsed the
mine-owners, led the cam-
paign dgamst the WBA. He
accused them of being a
foreign conspiracy to over-
throw society by force and
violence. This charge and
the trials that followed in
1873, with Gowen the pro-
secutor in many of them,
resulted in the execution, im-
prisonment or banishment of
all its leaders.

The build-up to these trials
really started on September
6, 1869 when one-hundred
and seventy-nine miners
were trapped by fire in the
Avondale mine, Penn.,
Luzerne County.

The owners had refused to
construct a second entrance
or an escape exit. Thousands
of miners stopped work,
brought work to a standstill,
and converged on Avondale
working a shift system to
blast a second entrance to
reach the trapped miners.
After two days all one-
hundred and seventy-nine
bodies were recovered.

As the bodies were laid out
neatly in rows, John Siney
jumped onto a wagon and
addressed the thousands of
miners present: ‘Men: if you
must die with your boots on,
die for your families, your
homes, your country, but do
not longer consent to die like
rats in a trap for those who
have no more interest in you
than in the pick you dig
with.’

Thousands of miners that
day joined the union, even
though they knew that join-
ing the union could mean
injury or death. They under-
stood that the trade unionists
in the eyes of the law were no
better than thieves.

Amongst those joining the
union at this time were a
group of young men whose
fighting and organising abil-
ity which all the forces of the
state could not stop. They
were: Tom Munley, Mike
Doyle, Ed Kelly, Jim Car-
roll, Jack Kehoe, Hughie
McGeeham and Tom Duffy,
all members of the Irish
fraternal order, the ancient
Order of Hibernians, the so
called Molly Maguires.

These men were to become
the militant leadership of the
miners. in the WBA.

Their chief opponent was
F B Gowen who was organis-
ing the employers into an
association. Gowen was
bringing Siney, the WBA
president, under his influ-
ence and calling on the min-
ers to accept a policy of
arbitration as opposed to
strikes.

On July 29, 1870 the mine
owners agreed to recognise
the union, the Est such

Thomas Duffy saying goodbye to hls !amlly before bemg [ynched as a ‘MOIIY Magutre

agreement in the history of
the USA. This was used by
Gowen, through Siney, to try
and control the union. Gowen
knew that if he got rid of
Munley, Doyle and Co., he
would have a better chance
of intfluencing the union.

To do this he employed
Alan Pinkerton, the founder
of modern industrial spying,
with a retainer of 100,000 dol-
lars. Gowen was one of his
first customers

Pinkerton chose as his

chief spy one James McPar-
lan, an Irishman and self-
confessed murderer, who
was to join the Hibernians in
order to collect evidence that
could lead to militant union
members being charged and
hanged.

Because trade unions were
deemed criminal conspir-
acies, any method could be
used agalnst them.

Terror was unleashed!
Armed bands of vigilantes

James McParlan a Pinkerton recruit who became Gowens star
witness in many of the Molly Maguire trials

known as the Modocs, and
coal and iron pollce
waylaid, ambushed and kil
led militant miners.

Gowen used the press to
condemn the rank-and-file
miners who were leading the
fight-back as Molly
Maguires.

After months of struggle
and bloodshed the miners
had to accept a twenty per
cent cut in wages.

With the union severely
weakened, and a section of
the militants driven off the
coalfields, the militants of
the Ancient Order of Hiber-
nians were determined to
carry on the fight.

Gowen retaliated by en-
couraging mine operators to
issue arms to the foremen,
resulting in militants being

shot and thrown down mine- .

shafts. Even this did not de-
ter these militant organis-
ers.

Gowen tried again. He cal-
led in McParlan, the Pinker-
ton spy, who in three years
had failed to collect any evi-
dence, and made plans for a
series of frame-ups. When
Pinkerton agents were un-
able to invent a conspiracy
they often committed mur-
ders and other crimes them-
selves and blamed them on
the miners.

The atmnsphere was such
that calling a miner a Molly
Maguire was sufficient to

have him hung, never mind

the evidence.

The first ‘trial’ opened in
May 1876. McGeehan, Car-
roll, Duffy, Boyle and Roar-
ity were charged with the
murder of Benjamin Yost, a
patrolman in a mining com-

munity. The Kkilling of Yost
was carried out by one Jim-
my Kerrigan who, in order to
gain his own freedom, testi-
fied that the accused men
were guilty.

Kerrigan’s wife sald that
her husband was testifying
against the miners because
he had an agreement with
the state.

The five were sentenced to
death.

In another trial Mike
Doyle, Ed Kelly and Jack
Kehoe were convicted of the
‘murder’ of Langdon, a boss
who had been killed fourteen
years previously. Four other
miners were condemned to
death for a ‘murder’ a pre-
vious court had already de-
clared them innocent of. On
this occasion the evidence
against them came from
McParlan and Kelly the
Bum who, according to testi-
mony said, ‘I will squeal on
Jesus Christ to get out of
here’. He was being heldon a
murder charge. The charge
was dropped.

Tom Munley, one of the
most militant of the union
leaders, was accused of the
murder of Thomas Sanger, a
mine foreman. There was no
evidence against him. only
his union militancy and the
label of being a Molly
Maguire. He was sentence to
death.

Nineteen men faced the
scaffold. On June 21, 1877, at
10.55a.m. McGheean and
Doyle mounted the scaffold
steps holding hands. Doyle
said to McGeean: ‘Hughie,
let’s die like men’. And that
is how they all died. :

Next week: The Great Rail-
strike 1877.

Thomas Duffy

James Carroll

Thomas Munley

Edward J Kelly

Michael J Do yle
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Caterpillar rescue plan collapses

MPAT hoped to obtain temporary rent-free accom-
modation at the Caterpillar plant while negotiations to
buy the plant proceeded. It was this decision that per-
suaded the workers to end their occupation.

Workers

SIR MONTY FINNISTON'’S plan to save the Caterpillar
tractor plant has collapsed.

Former British Steel chairman Finniston became chair-
man of a company called Multi Purpose All Terrain.
Operating from a factory at Nairn in the Highlands, it
claimed to have over 1,000 orders for a vehicle called the
Paca, named after a South American rodent capable of
high speed over land and through water. It soon trans-
pired that there were no firm orders but simply commit-
meq:sbtlo buy subject to manufacturing capacity being
available.

Press

From the start businessmen were sceptical that a
vehicle for which only three prototypes existed could have
been so speedily and successfully marketed. Doubts also
arose about the past business experience of David Mac-
Watt, deputy chairman of MPAT and the man behind the
Paca project.

Saturday May 9 1987. Newsdesk 01-733 3058

~ London’s
 huses to
trike

gineers, drivers and conductors have
been called out on a 24 hour strike on
Monday 11 May.

Last Tuesday’s call from the Central Dispute
Committee came after an hour-long stormy
meeting between the 25-strong Joint Trade Union
Committee and London Buses chairman Telford

Beesley.

At that meeting he re-
fused to put off the
tendering of bus routes
which has led to 250 driv-
ers and engineers at Nor-
biton garage getting
sacking notices.

These drivers have been

told there would be no redun-
dancy because they could

have jobs driving their own

buses on their own routes at
£36 per week less and for
seven hours per week more.
Angry committee men ac-
cused Beesley of insulting
the workforce when he
walked out of the meeting
after an hour to attend a St.
John Ambulance meeting.

The busmen’s Central Dis-
putes Commmittee, repre-
senting the craftsmen and
bus mechanics in the gar-
ages and the London Bus
Committee of transport un-
ion, was set up following the
announcement of the 9-1 vote
for industrial action the
week before.

The trade anion commit-
tee covering all 15 unions
with members working for
London Transport, has cal-
led on the national execu-
tives of all their unions ‘to
take such action as is neces-
sary to oppose compulsory
redundancy and competitive
tenderings’.

At a 1 May meeting with
Sir Keith Bright, chairman
of the London Regional
Transport Quango, NUR and
UCATT leaders forced an in-
definite postponement of the
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-compulsory redundancy

notices to 40 London Trans-
port building workers.

Since then, Sir Keith has

refused to meet the bus-
mens’ committees to discuss
postponing bus tendering.

It has become quite clear
in the discussions that Lon-
don Transport are aiming to
keep the building workers,
railmen and bus crews sepa-
rate to avoid a united strug-
gle of all London Transport
workers during the General
Election.

It was also made quite

clear to the NUR that Sir
Keith Bright’s aim was to
cut Underground staffing
levels by 50 per cent by 1995.
He had just come back from
a tour of Japan and was full
of praise for the Japanese
system.
@ Speaking at the May Day
demonstration in Croydon,
south London, London Bus
Committee chairman Peter
Gibson warned that the
attack on bus workers’
wages and hours could not be
separated from the struggle
of the teachers for better
education standards, nor of
those in the health service
for better hospital care.

‘Only last week,” Gibson
said, ‘a report by an Amer-
ican Management consul-
tant recommended a 30-per-
cent cut in London’s bus ser-
vices which would resuit in
no bus services at all to some
estates, hospitals and very
few weekend or late evening
services.’

Gibson concluded by
saying ‘Nothing short of pub-
lic transport being under the
control of those who use it,
and those who work in it will
produce a transport system
to meet the needs of Lon-
don’s working people and
their families.’

Police presence has frequently been heavy on the HFW picket line

SOGAT branch secretary, John Simp-
kin, who was arrested on the HFW picket
line in Gateshead last Friday, is to be
charged under Section 4 of the Public
Order Act.

Last Wednesday there were seven more

arrests, all on obstruction charges, when women
from Contracts joined the picket outside the

WORKERS PRESS

Public Meeting:

Women in Struggle

Speakers: Lynn Beaton (WRP); Jane Kingsland, NUTGW shop
steward, Contracts; Carol Horne, HFW sacked worker; Ann Brooks,
HFW Strike Committee; Fiona Nicol (WRP) Chair.

Thursday 7.30p.m., 14 May
Blue Bell, High Street, Gateshead

MEDICAL AID FOR PALESTINIANS
Evening of Solidarity
A Benefit Concert

Thursday 21 May 8-11p.m.
Camden Centre, Bidborough Street
(nearest tube: Kings Cross)
£5 waged, £2.50 unwaged

police station.

The Contracts workers
have offered to give
advice and help the HFW
workers set up a support
group.

During last Friday’s pick-
et a massive police presence
sealed off the road to the
factory and dragged the
women and young girls from
the factory entrance to make
a path for the bus load of
scabs, some of them non-
union labour recruited from
the Tyneside dole queues.

A mass picket organise_d
by local trade unionsts in
support of the HFW strikers
was forced back on to the
pavement to clear the fac-
tory entrance. Following the
arrest of John Simpkin and
Newcastle Labour councillor
Nigel Todd, the picket then
dispersed to reform outside
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Gateshead police station.

Thunderous chants of ‘Re-
lease the pickets now!’
brought AEU scaffolders
working on the police station
out on strike in support of the
pickets.

Police chiefs tried to
appease the large crowd by
promising to release the two
arrested if the picket dis-
persed. When this was re-
fused and the chanting con-
tinued. two more arrests
were made.

One of them was to be
charged with ‘incitement’
under the Public Order Act,
but these two were later re-
leased without charge when
leading Communist Party
member A. McFadden made
a deal with the police to dis-

Police use Public
Order Act

perse the picket if they were
released.

John Simpkin was later
bailed to appear in court on
19 June.

He told Workers Press:
“The number of police on the
picket line was excessive
and we protest at the rough
handling of the women by
the police.

‘Any sense of even-
handedness has now dis-
appeared as the police are
seen to be working directly
for the employer.’

Newecastle City councillor,
Nigel Todd, who was
charged with obstruction
was also bailed to appear on
19 June. ‘These arrests were
clearly politically inspired
and I think they deliberately
selected the two of us.

‘I had publicly criticised
the management of HFW the
previous day and John is
also a local Labour council-
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against
pickets

lor as well as the branch
secretary of SOGAT.

“The police strategy was to
make selective arrests and
give me a warning shot for
having spoken out in defence
of the HFW strikers.’

Both councillors explained
they had received a lot of
public sympathy and sup-
port for the strikers when
canvassing for the local elec-
tions.

The massive police pre-
sence and the rough hand-
ling of pickets has only made
HFW strikers more deter-
mined than ever in the fight
to secure their jobs.

In their sixth week of
strike action the 47 SOGAT
members are adamant they
will not be intimidated.

® Donations to: HFW
Strike, SOGAT, 119 Jesmond
Road, Newcastle upon Tyne,
NE2 INL.



