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MUST SPEAK

A BLOODY FEUD for supremacy between MI5
and MI6 in 1973/1974 ended in victory for MI5.
There then followed a campaign of assassina-
tions and smears designed to destabilise the
Labour government.
The trade unions were infiltrated as were the Labour Party

and the left. It continues to this day.

Caught in the middle of the feud was Colin Wallace, then Psychological
Warfare (Psywar) Officer in the north of Ireland.

He says he was driven
out of the service when he
refused to smear the
Labour Prime Minister,
Harold Wilson.

In an interview with Work-
ers Press, Wallace told of the
battle he is fighting on two
fronts.

On the one hand, he alleges
the intelligence services tap
his phone, open his mail,
steal his files and fabncate
evidence against him. But he
is also engaged in a fight to
get the leader of the Labour
Party to listen to him.

Over a year ago Wallace

a file on the illegal
activities of MI5 to Teddy
Taylor MP. The file had been
compiled by Wallace and
another former intelligence
officer, Fred Holroyd.

Wallace says Holroyd had
evidence that SAS man
Robert Nairac had been
ordered to murder members
of the Miami- Showband as
part of a plot to wreck a
ceasefire agreement negoti-
ated between the IRA and
the Labour government.

Taylor’s office in the
House of Commons was
broken into. Only one thing
was taken: the !

On 21 April 1986 Wallace
wrote a letter asking Neil
Kinnock for help (see p 16).
He is still awaiting a reply.

Despite the explosive na-
mare of the allegations, which
show that Thatcher was
sedected for prime minister
#» MI5. Kinnock refused to
smbarrass her by raising it
surmg the election.

Waen Ken Livingstone re-
pested these charges in a
spe=ch to the House of Com-
mams. Kinnock described
#em 2s ‘probably unfair’.

Simmeck should realise
st ¥ he ever looked like
ssmuming to power the same
dsmg would happen to him as
Ssppened to Wilson,” Wal-
e sand

Whes Wallace wrote_ his
eter asiong for help, Kin-

[ BY PHIL PENN |

nock was very busy trying to
expel members of Militant,
not only in response to Tory
demands and a hysterical
press witch-hunt, but prob-
ably, and more 1mportantly,
in response to pressure from
the United States.

Civil war broke out in the «
British security services in
1973 as a result of an ultima-
tum from the CIA, Wallace
told Workers Press.

‘President Nixon and Hen-
ry Kissinger began to be-
lieve that a lot of the anti-
Vietnam war demonstra-

tions were organised by the .

Soviets.

“They started an enormous
internal surveillance opera-
tion called CHAOS. It was
totally illegal and was de-
signed to look at American
citizens, mail-opening, wire-
tapping and all the other
thillllgs that the CIA do so
well.

‘Then they started a vast
computer surveillance sys-_
tem called HYDRA.

‘They were unable to
prove anything — which only
led them to believe that the
conspiracy was more refined
than they thought.’

The CIA then turned their
attention to Britain with
whom there was an informa-
tion-sharing agreement.

‘The CIA said thht if the
left was growing in power in
Britain then they would have
to withheld co-operation
from us.

‘That had a fairly marked
effect on our people, because
without American finance
the whole intelligence opera-
tion would be impossible.

‘At the time, the Labour
Party was, in its 1973 draft
manifesto, promising to go
for unilateral disarmament
and the withdrawal of Amer-
ican bases. These things
were fundamental to Amer-
ican foreign policy.

‘In addition there was the
miners’ strike and thekthree-

day week, which, to the con-
spiracy theory people, was a
manifestation of the real
power of the left.’

The whole thing then be-
gan to feed on itself ‘when
information was distorted
for political purposes’ as
agents told their heads of
intelligence what they
wanted to hear.

In the ensuing power
struggle Wallace was
ordered not to co-operate
with MI5 after a number of
informants were killed when
their cover was blown.

In October and November
alone 28 people were Kkilled.

‘One NCO who lost a num-
ber of informants committed
suicide as a result,’ said Wal-
lace.

‘When MI5 took over lots of
silly things were done like
booby-trapping arms dumps
and derailing trains. From
that period came Echo 4
Alpha, the shoot-to-kill poli-
cy, which was investigated
by John Stalker.’

Part of Wallace’s job was
to find out about the rivalries
within different ‘sectarian’
groups. He would then
weave this information into
provocative stories which
found their way into the
press.

Just after the election of
the Labour government Wal-
lace discovered that much of
the disinformation he was
asked to spread around was
about Labour politicians who
had links with Ireland.

‘The stories were designed
to show that Labour’s poli-
cies in northern Ireland were
failing because the Party
was sympathetic to the ter-
rorists and that government
policy was being manipu-
lated by the Soviet bloc.’

Wallace showed me a copy
of MI5 source material con-
taining his orders for Opera-
tion Clockwork Orange Two
(see box)

TURN TO
PAGE 16

lockwork Orange Two

Opinion polls show that Wilson rates much higher than Heath as a
personality leader. Given the foregoing it is clear that the next election

in particular financial misbehaviour, sexual misbehavlour, political
misbehaviour.

Targets are: Heath, Maudling, Pym, Gilmore, St John Stevas, Van
Straubenze, Wilson, Rees, Benn, Mikardo, Owen, Hart, Stonehouse,

Driberg, Short, Thorpe, Byars, Smith, Foot, Thomas, Wellbeloved,
Heffer and Castle.

COLIN WALLACE
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A mattero
dishonour

WE ARE not going to discuss whether J effrey
Archer did or did not have sex with Miss
Monica Coghlan. Nor shall we comment on the
news-gathering techniques of ‘The Star’ and
the ‘News of the World’.

And there is no need for us to refer to the
cool "half-million damages awarded to Mrs
Thatcher’s favourite source of fiction — next
to MI5, that is. Readers of Workers Press will
have little difficulty making up their own
minds about these matters.

But the summing-up of the case by Mr
Justice Caulfield should not pass without com-
ment. Even Murdoch’s ‘Times’ last Saturday
was moved to say: ‘The jury took only a few
hours to decide . . . Considering the partiality
of the judge’s summing-up it might be thought
surprising that it took even this long.’

Caulfield had urged the jury to remember
Mrs Archer in the witness-box. ‘Your vision of
her will probably never disappear. Has she
elegance?’ he gushed. ‘Has she fragrance?
Would she have — without the strain of this
trial — a radiance?’

And of Mr Archer, the impartial judge spoke
of his ‘worthy and healthy sporting history’.
Clearly, it is unthinkable that a man from
Wellington School and Brazenose College, Ox-
ford, one-time President of the Oxford Uni-
versity Athletics Club, and who sprinted for
England, could actually be the man on top of
Monica Coghlan.

On the other hand, the jury was told to
remember that she was ‘a common prostitute,
and has been since the age of 18’. They had to
decide whether she was ‘a sincere woman’, or
‘in the clutches of the ‘“News of the World”’

In an unprecedented intervention, defence
counsel for ‘The Star’ interrupted just before
the jury left the court, and asked for errors in
the judge’s summing-up to be corrected. The
judge had to recall the jury and alert them to
these ‘mistakes and inaccuracies’.

Whatever happens in the appeal called for
by ‘The Star’, none can mistake the class
character of this judgement.

® SEE ‘The harlot’s cry’ — Peter Fryer — page
13

London busmen

vote to strike

LONDON busworkers now have no illu-
sions about their ‘rights’.

A legal judgement in the High Court says they
have no legal right to redundancy payments
when sacked and offered the same jobs under
new management when London Buses win the

tenders for their routes.

These ‘same jobs’ have
a major difference —
they are paid at lower
rates for longer hours.

This judgement was given
at a test case in which the
Transport and General
Workers Union members at
Norbiton Garage took a legal
action against London
Buses.

But Colyn Partridge,
T&GWU branch representa-
tive at Norbiton called on
union members in London’s
whole fleet to continue the
fight.

In a letter to fellow bus-
workers taking part in a un-
ion ballot for further strike
action to defend wage rates
and oppose the lengthening
of the working day, he said:

‘This is not Norbiton’s
fight alone. They will be af-
ter you next. We are not
willing to accept this treat-
ment. No matter what you
have heard we do not intend
accepting this.

‘We are going to fight Lon-
don Buses Limited as hard
as we can and we need your
support. Let us stand up now
for one rate of pay for all
London bus workers. If we
d(;ll not fight now we never
will.’

In spite of concerted
efforts by right-wing dele-
gates to put off a vote, Lon-
don bus crews voted over-
whelmingly last Friday for
further strike action.

Only two days before the
vote Iondon Buses
announced that they had won
the tenders for their own
routes in the Harrow area.

They propose to work
these routes under new con-
ditions which would mean up
to six hours behind the wheel
without a break, and only 30

[___BY ROY THOMAS |

minutes’ meal relief in a
nine-hour working day.

In spite of previous de-
nials, London Buses plan to
buy 27 second-hand buses
from Manchester to run the
Harrow services.

Within the next few weeks
the results of the tenders in
the Plumstead area are to be
announced.

Local London Buses mana-
gers have already made it
clear that they pian swing-
eing cuts in wages because,
they say, with unemploy-
ment so high in south east
London, they will be able to
recruit drivers at lower

-rates of pay.

The resistance to these
plans already shown by the
Norbiton busworkers is
causing London Buses man-
agement problems.

The Norbiton garage has
been on strike at least once a
week, over 20 drivers left
last week, and over 30 driv-
ers are off sick at any one
time because of the longer
hours.

The sickness problem is so
acute that a local doctor with
a number of bus drivers on
his panel has asked for a
meeting with London Buses
management to discuss the
effect of the new working
conditions on his patients.

The effect on passengers is
also resulting in complaints
that the tendering of bus
routes is not providing a bet-
ter service as promised. In-
stead it is much worse.

London Underground last
week announced that be-
cause they are carrying so
many passengers and many
trains are now overloaded,
they are increasing fares to
drive passengers away.

rather than spend money
putting on extra tube trains.

London Buses managers
are known to be discussing a
similar proposal in some of
London’s busy shopping
areas where the GLC flat
fare (30p) policy has pro-
duced an increase in bus
travellers. Proposals to in-
crease fares in outer London
are expected to be
announced soon.

Last year over 1,000 Lon-

on busworkers were

assaulted at work — the
largest number as a result of
disputes over fares.

This combined attack on
the level and quality of bus
services to London’s travell- .
ing gin:lic, and on the wages,
working conditions and safe-
ty standards for bus crews
makes even more urgent the
setting up of joint bus crews
and bus users committees to
unite the struggle of the
working class. :

Scottish
bus
strike

[__BYHILARY HORROCKS |

ANGRY drivers employed
by the Scottish Bus Group
continued to strike early this
week in defiance of their un-
ion leaders.

Local transport union offi-
cials had recommended a re-
turn to work until a delegate
conference on Wednesday
voted on a management pay
package.

But members in many

areas refused to suspendA

their week-old industrial ac-
tion without a new offer from
the management. ‘We would
be goi;nigre ack on a deal we
have ady thrown out,’
said one shop steward.

The men say that the job
flexibility demanded by the
SBG in return for a higher
basic wage will mean a £as-
tic cut in overtime pay-
ments. Average earnings
would be reduced by as
much as £40 per week.

The employers are trying
to step up the rate of ex-
ploitation in their 11 compo-
nent companies to compete
with other firms who have
joined the scramble for pro-
fitable routes under bus de-

‘Free Enterprise’

regulation. And the drivers
fear that jobs will also go.

Pickets were out in force
onr Monday at bus depots still
working. They were deter-
mined to present a solid
front and prevent expected
moves by management to
glck off the companies one
Yy one with local agree-
ments.

Workers at the Dalkeith,
Bathga_te and Livingstone
depoys in Lathian reversed a

revious decision and re-
Joined the strike. Drivers at
the busy Edinburgh depot
refused to cross picket lines,

Scottish Bus Group em-
})loyers were threatening
legal action against the un-
ion for ‘secondary picket-
ing’, despite the fact that all
the companies involved are
owned by the SBG.

THE result of the Zeebrugge ferry disaster
inquiry — a white-wash for Townsend
Thoresen and the government — confirms
what we already knew, that where the
spirit of free enterprise reigns, profit is all
and safety nothing.

In the ruthless competitive rush to cash in on
the lucrative cross-Channel trade, speed of turn-
around is of the essence while concern for
sea-worthiness has been tossed out of the

porthole.

Lorries of unknown weight and sometimes
deadly content are in close proximity to passen-
gers, crammed on board without limit to ensure
maximum payload and revenue. Vessels are
then speeded out of harbour before they are even
properly secured for sea — in the case of the
‘Herald of Free Enterprise’, with a gaping hole
in the bow!

With five separate groups of officers and three
sets of ‘ratings operating the ship at different
times, to ensure non-stop running, something
was bound to go wrong. No matter, there would
always be individual crew members and ‘human
fallibility’ around to blame.

In the case of roll-on roll-off vessels (cynically
termed by some roll-on, roll-over) not merely the
operation but the design too has been a case of
subordinating crew and passenger safety to
capitalist greed.

Basic lessons learned not merely frqm the-

N .

‘Titanic’ disaster in April 1912 (proved to have
insufficient bulkheads) but of the sinking of the
‘Mary Rose’ in July 1545 (shipped water through
an open gunport and capsized) were blatantly
ignored with the concern for a fast drive-on,
drive-off capability.

The fact that 35 ro-ro vessels have gone down
in the last 20 years was also totally disregarded
— and 188 died.

This was not ‘sloppy’ behaviour, as the judge
put it, but downright criminal. The wording is
significant. On the first day of the inquiry, 12
May 1987, council for the Secretary of State for
Transport referred to the ‘sloppy’ attitude of the
company. This term seems to have been pencil-
led in and then taken as the basis for the final
summing-up.

But the company board was not sloppy. It
pursued profitability and Tory philosophy on
private enterprise with great vigour, even en-
dangering its ships in this respect. If rules were
not laid down this was so that ‘anything goes’
would remain the fundamental criterion.,

When ship’s masters catalogued dangerous
practices and serious deficiencies in provision,
their urgings were treated with cynical contempt
by board members. True, some of these facts
were raised in the inquiry, they were public
knowledge anyway. But it seems the only reason
for this was so that, having aired the issues the
case can now be closed.

Some minor improvements have been made,
the original Townsend Thoresen hoard has been
dispersed and the company name is to be scrap-

ped and replaced with that of its parent, P&O.
But meanwhile, there are still no transverse
bulkheads, lorries with unknown loads still
travel on the same vessels as passengers, and
the sole involvement of passengers in safety
matters is an early announcement over the
loudspeaker system: ‘Your attention is drawn to
notices which inform you of your muster stations
should difficulties arise.’

Clearly the book must not be closed. Prosecu-
tion should be made for corporate criminal
neglect where this exists.

The trade unions must open their own in uiry
into the running and design of roll-on, roll-off
ferries and demand that they be withdrawn from
service (with crews on full pay) until it has
reported and ships have been modified or re-
placed. (The inquiry report states that ro-ro
design can be looked at ‘in the long-term’).

In addition, although money is no recompense,
if Tory Jeffrey Archer can get £500,000 for a
scandalous assertion that may have set back
part of his career, how much then should fall to
these survivors and relatives of victims, whose
lives have been devastated and wrecked by the
actions of Townsend Thoresen!

Finally, has not the clearest case been made
that such services can never be truly safe while
profit and the morals of the market rule? The
need for nationalisation and control of operations
by crew and passenger committees has been
brought into the sharpest relief not by the labour
m(l)vement, but by the private enterprises them-
selves.
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After
the

raid

LAST week we reported an
incident in south-east Lon-
don where residents of a
quiet street found them-
selves witnessing an early
morning armed police raid
on a neighbour’s home
(Workers Press, 25 Jaly).

The entire operation,
which also involved a heli-
copter and Alsatian dogs,
turned out to be ‘all a mis-
take’ and the police subse-
quently apologised.

The family were distres-
sed that a newspaper rettort
on the incident included their
name. Usually, when no
charges are made, the police
say ‘a man’ is helping them
‘with their inquiries.

The suffering for needless
victims after an incident like
this is seldom reported or
even recognised.

Margaret, the mother, told
‘V,Vorkers Pres:): ‘I;Iol:v ihat
oe is trying to get back to
normal we are finding it
very difficult. He has lost a
lot of business because peo-
ple are afraid to go to his
premises.

‘The whole family is a bag
of nerves, especially Joe’s
elderly mother who has not
been able to sleep since it
happened.

‘The police officers
smashed their way into Joe’s
shop Jremises; they
smashed the door down and
the glass partition and sear-
ched the premises while no
one was inside. They did not
have Joe’s permission to do
this.

‘The police also demanded
the keys to Joe’s old mum’s
flat so that they could search
it. She gave them the keys
willingly. They told her that
if she did not they would
smash that too.’
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NO COUNCIL MUST FIGHT ON ITS OWN!

Manchester’s crisis

MANCHESTER City Labour Council
have decided to make cuts in jobs and
services in an attempt to stop bank-

ruptcey.

City-wide shop-floor meetings have been held
covering the 40,000 employees of the council.

the working class.

The financial system of the
council must be open to
workers to show how Thatch-
er has devastated services.

We agree with all those
organisations calling for no
cuts, no rent increases, no
job losses. But how can this

Certainly all debts to the
banks must be repudiated.
This can only be carried out
by mobilising all werkers,
supporting their struggles
and using the council as a
means to aid their struggle.

The courts have made it
quite clear that local author-
ities must carry out central

government directives
where this conflicts with the
locally elected council.

Workers have to prepare
themselves for the deepen-
ing Tory onslaught. The
council has just announced
£40 million cuts in Manches-
ter as the immediate mea-
sure that needs to be taken.

Workers’ meetings and
conferences need to be held
throughout the citg to thrash
out a policy to fight these
cuts.

We are confident that
Thatcher can be defeated
and that the workers will
take the same road in many
countries in repudiating
capitalist debts.

It has been publicised
that 12,000 jobs would
have to go, but Labour
council leader Graham
‘Stringer pledged no com-
pulsory redundancies.

He has said publicly that
their method of keeping ser-
vices and jobs going was
creative accounting — some-
thing the council has been
doing for taree years.

They had staked their poli-
cies on the return of a
Labour government.

The trade union leaders of
GMBATU, NUPE, NALGO
and UCATT have called on
the council for no compul-
sory redundancies but have
agreed to cuts. In fact, Dick
Pickering, secretary of
GMBATU, called publicly
for cuts, paving the way for
Graham Stringer’s
announcement. In some
quarters of the council they
are being called ‘socialist’
cuts.

Although still to be worked
out, the cuts amount to:

@ 4,000 job losses by no fill-
ing of vacancies;® £2 on
rent, and

® £38 million cuts in ser-
vices.

Stringer claimed it was the
only way to maintain a left
hold on the city council.

Many workers see the
proposals as just the first in
a series of cuts leading to
compulsory redundancies
and a devastation of ser-

[ BY MARTIN RALPH |

vices. Indeed, Manchester
City Council is now to be
rate-capped by the Tories.

The council had proposed
£110 million cuts over a two-
year period. The Tories want
at least £124 million, that is,
over a quarter of the entire
budget of Manchester City
Council.

Labour councillors in Man-
chester were elected to fight
for jobs and services that
were and are under attack
from Tory legislation.

At a recent Labour meet-
ing, one in four delegates
claimed that cuts in any
form would be a betrayal of
the manifesto on which the
Labour left have taken con-
trol over the recent years.
They said it would endanger
the positions in the next
year’s election.

It has to be stressed that
the main enemy of workers
in Manchester is the Tories.

Recent announcements of
ward closures and other
drastic cuts at three Man-
chester hospitals prove that.
Strikes breaking out every
week in Manchester prove
that, and the high unemploy-
rﬁe;lt in Manchester proves
that.

The working class in Man-
chester will fight these cuts.
It is the duty of Labour coun-
cillors, union leaders and all
those who want to defend
services and jobs to turn to

be achieved?

The Ancoats hosp;'tal occupation: cuts in three Manchester hospitals are the reflection of earller attacks

Neddy is
knackered

COMMENT BY BERNARD FRANKS

FOR 25 years TUC leaders have sat
with employers and government
members on committees designed
solely to increase the profitability
of Britain’s industry at the expense
of its workers.

The National Economic Develop-
ment Committee (Neddy) was set up in
1962 under the MacMillan Tory govern-
ment with a brief to discuss such sub-
jects as industrial efficiency, labour
productivity, prices and incomes, man-
power planning, automation ete.

A series of tripartite sub-committees (lit-
tle Neddies) were set up to cover separate
industries on the same basis.

Through years of rising unemployment,
wholesale industrial rationalisation, anti-
union legislation and brutal police assaults
on striking miners, printers, photographic
workers and others — with batons, trun-
cheons, dogs and horses — the union leaders
sat tigh. and discussed how the employers’
and the state’s requirements for more out-
put_from fewer workers might be more
easily achieved.

At one stage, under a Labour government,
Prime Minister Harold Wilson took the
chair flanked by TUC chief Len Murray and
bosses’ leader Sir Ralph Bateman, specially
knighted by Labour for the occasion. .

Further round the table sat Labour minis-
ters Denis Healey, Michael Foot, Eric Var-
ley, Harold Lever and Tony Benn, inters-

persed among the merchant bankers and
captains of industry.

All were united in their concern to sort out
the problems of British capitalism, current-
ly in recession.

Now, without ceremony or warning, Tory
chancellor Nigel Lawson has told the trade
union heads that 22 of the 36 little Neddies
are to be abolished and their parent commit-
tee is to meet quarterly instead of monthly.

Further, it is to be demoted by having a
junior bureaucrat preside .instead of a
Cabinet Minister.

This ought to be a salutory lesson for the
union leaders concerned, showing the con-
tempt with which class collaborators are
treated once their usefulness to capitalism
ha$ expired.

They should now be asking, what price the
Manpower Services Commission (MSC),
currently in the process of cutting back on
trade union representation and its funding
to major schemes.

Instead they will go crawling and
whineing to Lawson to plead that a terrible
mistake has been made, that there is still
lots of mileage left in Neddy in terms of
bargaining away workers interests.

The fact is, collaboration at all levels —
whether three-way committees and worker
directors at the top, or just consultative
bodies lower down — only benefit the em-
ployers as a way of easing in unpalatable
measures, as brain-picking sessions of the
union _side and as a measuring up of the
opposttion before launching a new onslaught
planned elsewhere.

Good riddance to Neddy and all its kind!

must stay

LAST week the courts rejected the
application by Viraj Mendis to quash
the Home Office decision to deport him.

Viraj, a supporter of the Tamil strug-
gle for self-determination, faces
persecution if he is returned to Sri
Lanka. Mr Justice Mann, in his ruling,
ignored this question and endorsed the
actions of the Home Office.

He also gave the green light to the
Home Office or their friends in the
National Front to attack the church
where Viraj is in sanctuary. Justice
Mann made it clear that sanctuary had
no legal basis since it was abolished by
parliament in 1623.

The Home Office has repeated its
decision not to raid the church. But as
the ruling class in Britain increasingly
attacks immigrant communities
around the country, this cannot be
taken for granted, and the defence
campaign has stepped up its security at
the church.

Viraj is appealing against this court
decision to the Court of Appeal and the
defence campaign is planning a series
of marches in Manchester while next
Monday (3 August) between 6 and 7p.m.

JUDGE BACKS HOME OFFICE

Viraj Mend

they will hold a protest at Downing
Street in London.

Community organisations, Labour
Party wards and union branches must
act now to demand Viraj’s right to stay
in Britian.
® “or speakers and for further in-
formation, contact VYMDC, 061-234 3168.
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‘Alleviate pressure

WE PRODUCE below a letter written from
Leicester prison by three Irish
Prisoners-of-War to the 27 June Hunger
Strike Demonstration.

émn every phase of Ireland’s
struggle British imperialism
has attempted, using all her
machiavellian skills, to eri-
minalise that struggle.

What Britain achieved on
the international stage, in
this respect, must remain
problematic.

No doubt many sovereign
countries had their own
perceptions of British truths.

What is indisputable is
that Britain could never con-
vince Ireland that her re-
volutionary children were
criminals.

Even with all the col-
laboration from the Irish
establishment, Church and
state, the cmzens of no prop-
erty gave de facto morality
to the struggle for freedom..

In past generations, the
British manifestly failed to
criminalise that struggle in
the eyes of the Irish people.

The danger however was
always there that by force or
favour Mother England
woud make a breakthrough.

That ever-present danger
was finally eliminated in
1981 when Bobby Sands and
his comrades died on
hunger-strike.

By their deaths, they were
making a final defiant state-
ment that will re-echo
through our future. This is
what they said:

‘What possible rationale
can ever again explain how
Irish republicans can be
castigated as terrorists, and
how can Republican PoWs
ever be classified as cri-
minals?’

This truism will forever be
the reality, not least for Re-
publicans.

For our part, as prisoners
here in English jails, it is
enough that our beloved re-
latives see us for what we
know ourselves to be, prison-
ers of war, held as hostages
to the successful enactment
of absolute British control in
Ireland.

Let no one be in any doubt,
regardless of any conditions
imposed on us, that we
ourselves can ever be
changed in our perception of
ourselves, our comrades and
our struggle.

It is irrelevant to us how
we are perceived by our ene-
mies.

As long as the British re-
tain the least vestige of con-
trol in Ireland, we do not
wish her understanding, nor
do we look for compatibility
with her intentions.

The only commonality we
have with the British is the
air that we breathe. Her pre-
tensions to humanity are lost
on us.

We will not demand
humane treatment from her,
what exists is our reality,
good or bad; we will deal
with that reality in our own
way.

Inhumanity

What we do find hard to
accept though, is the institu-
tionalised inhumanity
against our relatives.

This England, this mother
of parliaments, cradle of
democracy has apparently
not only sentenced us with
judicial righteousness, she
has also, arbitrarily, sent-
enced our relatives to a life-
time of injustices, extra to
those already experienced in
Ireland.

English Jurlsprudence if it
ever existed, has been
buried beneath the camouf-
lage nets of legal aberrations
such as the PTA.

There is no sustained pro-
test from the Labour move-
ment! No cries of stricken
conscience from the sup-
posed, fair-minded English!

Why is that? Is it possible
the English people do not
know what is being done in
their name?

Sometimes we wonder, if
our enemy, is something
more than British imperial-

ism, could there be an actual
race-hatred involved, a
hatred that blinds the En-
glish to the reality of this
legalised violence?

Will they ever realise, that
by countenancing such in-
humanity they sow the seeds
of their own corruption?

We can demand nothing
nor can we alleviate the
pressure on our relatives.

Harassment

Must they spend a lifetime
of wearisome travel, back
and forth to. visit us, ‘suffer-
ing continuous harassment
either from police or petty

offialdom?

Each one of them has a

on our relatives!’

national propaganda will
this cause become an un-
acceptable embarassment to
the British.

It is repugnant to us also,
that Free State ministers,
and other sections of the Ir-
ish establishment still retain
some credibility in the ex-
patriate Irish community in
England.

We ask you to make a
special effort to counter
their insidious motives, be-
cause the damage they do to
just causes like that of our
relatives, is almost irrepar-
able.

Do not let our people stand
alone — they cannot prove
their case without your help.

Finally we want to thank
you for giving this repre-

Left’s responsibility
towards Ireland

ON SATURDAY 8 August a demonstration and
rally commemorating the 16th anniversary of
internment is being held in London organised by
the Irish Freedom Movement.

British imperialism in-
troduced internment ‘n
1971 as an attempt to
drive back the Irish peo-
ple in the nationalist
areas of the occupied six
counties.

These people had re-
sponded to the demonstra-
tions and demands of the
civil rights movement which
had been demanding basic
democratic rights since 1968.

They were not only fight-
ing to defend themselves
against the pogroms of the
Loyalist mobs organised by
the Rev Ian Paisley, Mayor
Ronald Bunting and others,
aided and abetted by the
sectarian bigots of the Royal
Ulster Constabulary and B
Specials. (These resulted in
Catholics being shot dead
and thousands more driven

‘Britain could never convince Ireland that her revolutionary children were criminals.’

story to tell. We ask you, our
comrades in struggle, to help
the stories be told.

We ask you to highlight
this cause in every accessi-
ble corner of society. We ask
you to seriously consider our
relatives’ cause at a high
level of perception.

Only through concerted
political pressure and inter-

sentative the opportunity to
address you. Hopefully, a
stronger bond of com-
radeship will be achieved be-
cause of this.

Be strong, be prudent, but
most of all, be active.g

Brian Keenan
Paul Kavanagh
Pat Magee

LONG LARTIN
HM Prison Long Lartin, South
Littleton, Evesham, Worcs,
WR11 572
LIAM BAKER 20-year sentence,
464984.
JAMES BENNETT, 20-year sent-

ance, 464989.

EDDIE BUTLER, Life sentence,
338637.

ROBERT CUNNINGHAM, 20-year
sentence, 131877

GERRY CUNNINGHAM 20-year
sentence, 132016.

JOHN McCOMB, 17-year sent-
ence, B51715.

ANDY MULRYAN, 20-year sent-
ence, 461576.

PATRICK MULRYAN, 20-year
sentence, 461575.

NOEL GIBSON, Life sentence,
B79225.

PARKHURST
HM Prison Parkhurst, Newport,
Isle of PO30 5NX
PATRICK HACKETT, 20-year
sentence, 342603.
GERRY McDONNELL, Life sent-
ence, B75882.
PAUL NORNEY, Life sentence
863532.
TOMMY QUIGLEY, Life sentence

69204.
PETER SHERRY, Life sentence
B75880.

REPUBLICAN PRISONERS OF WAR

WAKEFIELD

HM “Prison Love Lane, Wake-
field, W Yorks. WF2 9AG
HUGH DOHERTY, Life sentence,
338636.
NATALINO VELLA, t5-year sent-
ence, B71644.

ALBANY
HM Prison Albany, Newport, Isle
of Wight, PO30 5RS
MARTIN BRADY, Life sentence,
119087.
HARRY DUGGAN, Life sentence,

338638.
BILLY GRIMES,
SEAN KINSELLA, Life sentence,
758661.

GARTREE
HM Prison Gartree, Leicester Rd,
Mna;kot Harborough, Leics, LE16
7
RONNIE McCARTNEY, Life sent-
ence, 463799.
STEPHEN NORDONE, Life sent-
ence 758663.
JOE O'CONNELL, Life sen.unce,
338635

ROY WALSH, Life sentence,
119083,
FRANKLAND

HM Prison Finchale Ave, Bras-
side, Durham

WILLIAM ARMS RONG. _fe sert-
ence, 119085

BREND@N DOWT _fe semerce
THB6E2

PAUL HOLMES, Life sentence,
119034.

CON McFADDEN, 20-year sent-
ence, 130662.

MICHAEL J McKENNEY, 16-year
sentence, L46486.

EDDIE O'NEILL, 20-year sent-
ence, 135722.

LEICESTER
HM Prison Welford Rd, Leices-
ter, LE2 7AJ
PAUL KAVANAGH, Life sentence,
1888.
BRIAN KEENAN, 21-year sent-
ence, B26380.
PATRICK McGEE, Life sentence,
B75881.

WORMWOOD SCRUBS
HM Prison, PO Box 757, Du Cane
Road, London W12 OAE
DONAL CRAIG, 4 years.

VINCE DONNELLY, Llife Sent-
ence, 274064.

DURHAM
HM Prison Durham, Oid Elvert
Street, Durham.
MARTINA ANDERSON, Life sent-
ence, D25134.
ELLA ODWYER (% sentence.
[5-34c S8

SRIXTON
A Ssor. JJebbd Avenue, Brix-
©or. .ongon SW2 5XF.

We Tarx A" Sor@r Larras s s, o SOOWTG anc updating this information.

G. (DANNY) McNAMEE, L48616
LIAM McCOTTER, LB83693
PATRICK MCLAUGHLIN, LB83694
LIAM QUINN, 49930

INNOCENT MEN AND
WOMEN FRAMED BY THE
BRITISH POLICE:
CAROLE RICHARDSON, 290719,
HM Prison Styal, Wilmslow,’

Cheshire =
PATRICK ARMSTRONG, HM Pris-
on Gartree.

PAUL HiLL, 462778. HM Prison
Wormwood Scrubs.

GERARD CONLON, 462779, HM
Prison Long Lartin.

JUDITH WARD, HM Prison
Durham.

HUGH CALLAGHAN, 509499, HM
Prison Gartree.

JOHN WALKER, 509494, HM Pris-
on, Long Lartin.

BILLY POWER, 503498, HM Pris-
on Wormwood Scrubs.

GERARD HUNTER, 509495, HM
Prison Frankland.

RICHARD MCcILKENNY, 509497,
HM Prison Wormwood Scrubs.
PADDY HiILL, 509496, HM Prison
Gartree.

PATRICK McLOUGHLIN. HM Pris-
on Wormwood Scrubs.

They are all serving life and in the
case of Carole Richardson, indefi-
nite detention.

—— s

|

from their homes after they
were burned to the ground.)

They were also demanding
an end to the sectarian
Orange statelet itself. They
knew from bitter experience
that no progress could be
made towards equality in
jobs, housing etc. until this
ilad been achieved.

It was in response to that
potential revelutionary
situation. from the struggles
of the Irish people that Brit-
ish imperialism and its
Loyalist puppet Brian Faulk-
ner, Prime Minister of the
Orange statelet, ordered the
introduction of internment to

[ BYCHARLIEWALSH |

be used exclusively against
the nationalist working class
areas but in particular in the
Catholic ghetioes of Belfast,
Derry and other nationalist
towns.

Internment must not be
commemorated in London
just as something that hap-
pened 16 years ago, but as a
reminder to the British
working class of British im-
perialist repression and
tyranny, past and present.
against the valiant and
heroic Irish people.

The responsibility of the
working class and its lead-
ership in Britain is to sup-
port the struggle in Ireland
and the Irish people against
its own ruling class, its state
and its laws which have been
used and are being used in
an attempt to put down the
Irish working class.

Internment must also be
seen in the context of all the
repressive measures that
have been used mainly
against the nationalist work-
ing class since August 1971.

Abuse

Internment-by-demand,
no-jury Diplock courts, su-
pergrass-prepared trials,
shoot-to-kill, the recent re-
velations of murders, the
sexual abuse of young boys,
blackmail of politicians etc
— all have been carried out
by the British state agencies
such as MI5, MI6 and the
SAS with the assistance of
the murder squads in the
RUC.

The sectarian and anti-
Catholic Loyalist murder
gangs like the UVF, UDA,
UFF and TARA have car-
ried out atrocities such as
the Miami ShowBand mas-
sacre, the bombings in Dub-
lin and Meneghan in 1971
plus the many others against
the Catholic and nationalist
community during the past
16 years.

To commemorate intern-
ment in Britain is not simply
to pay tribute to the stead-
fastness of the Irish people,
the IRA and Sinn Fein in
their heroic struggle against
British imperialism but to
use the occasion to remind
those on the British left of its
responsibility towards Ire-
land, its people and their
struggle that the left must do
everything to advance in ev-
ery way possible the strug-
gle in Ireland by principled
_fo_lidarity work here in Bri-
ain.

Irish Freedom Movement

MARCH

Troops out of Ireland!
Prisoners out of jail!

Saturday 8 August 1p.m.

Assemble Islington Town Hall (rear)
Upper Street, London N1

Further details — 01-729 0414
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More on the Pol

AS MORE details come to light
of how the Tory poll tax is to
operate, ever greater numbers

of people,
Tory voters,

including worried
are registering

concern at its effects.

This has only made Thatcher all the
more determined. She has told her back-
bench MPs that introduction of the
‘Community Charge’ to replace domes-
tic rates is ‘the flagship of the govern-
ment’s legislative programme and has
to be supported’. (‘Guardian’, 17 July)

The new rating sys-
tem will work roughly
as follows: councils
will receive a direct
grant from govern-
ment as at present but
worked out on a few
simple factors such as
the number of children
needing education or
people needing
housing.

It will be paid out on a
sliding scale dependent
on how much each coun-
cil has over- or under-
spent.

In addition, council bor-
rowing will be even more
strictly controlled than to-
day, possibly through a new
system of external borrow-
ing limits.

The extra money needed to
run services will come from
the community charge on
everyone aged 18 and over.

This will be a flat-rate pay-
ment varying from one au-
thority to another but, in
general, unrelated to ability
to pay. It will be collected by
the councils.

The belief is that this will
encourage a majority of vo-
ters, not just the household-
ing minority, to elect coun-
cils concerned to cut spend-
ing on services and put the
rest out to private tender in
line with government policy.

In the long term, so the
theory goes, this will lead to
everyone seeking to mini-
mise their own spending by
_ voting Tory for ever.

Some Tories, on the con-
trary, fear this wil. backfire
and they will be blamed for
imposing a poll tax as well as
for the further destruction of
services to the sick, the old,
the young and communities

generally.
Plan

They believe that at the
last election the majority of
Scots saw the scheme for
what it was — a plan for the
working class to subsidise
the business and propertied
classes — and voted accor-
dingly.

There is also concern at
the high cost of collection —
from double the present
number of payers — and the
fact that a single househol-
der will have to report the
names of all other occupants
of the premises.

Presumably there will be a
penalty for failing to do so.

The scheme also implies
some form of detection
squad to track down people
on the move, especially the
young.

In this regard the right-
wing Institute of Directors
has called for a national sys-
tem of identity cards as an
aid to enforcement.

The implication is that
these would have to be
shown in order to receive
council services and maybe
even to vote.

Examples are now begin-
ning to appear of how much

Expected

individuals will be expected
to find and by how much the
charges will vary from one
authoritv to another.

Figures released by the
government confirm that de-
prived inner city areas will
pay the most while wealthy
suburbs and country dis-
tricts will probably pay less
than at present.

In the south, the greatest
increases will occur in the
London boroughs of Green-
wich, Tower Hamlets, South-
wark, Hammersmith and
Fulham, Wandsworth and
Lambeth, with rises ranging
from 118 per cent to 145 per
cent for a household contain-
ing two adults.

The main gainers in the
region will be South Bucks,
Chilterns, Epsom and Ewell,
and Wokingham, saving 41 to
51 per cent on their present
rate bills.

Far more

Of course, for larger adult
households the cost will be
far more.

@ A four-adult family in
Liverpool currently averag-

ing £500 rates a year could

have to find £301 per person,

:lh:ln(tl is £1,204 for the house-
old.

@ A similar household in
Camden, London finding
£880 in rates at present
would have to pay £3,076 — a
rise of 350 per cent.

® However, a two-adult
family in Bromley, Kent,
might find its £384 present
payment reduced to £332
(down 15 per cent).

« A larger adult family
would pay more, and if they
live in a currently low-rated
dwelling, might find them-
selves facing a steep in-
crease precisely because
they live in a Tory-controlled
low-rate area.

In general large families
living together as a unit (the
Tory ideal?), especially
Asian families which tend to
support their old people, will
be hardest hit of all.

In recognition of some of
these problems Tory minis-
ters are now said to be con-
sidering phasing-in the com-
munity charge for England
and Wales over a number of
years.

In fact this is not a new
proposal at all. TheJanuary
1986 Green Paper on the sub-
ject advocated a ten-year
transition.

A similar drawn-out proce-
dure was recommended for
Scotland but was subse-
quently scrapped and re-
placed with instant introduc-
tion on 1 April, 1989.

One fear was that with
both old and new systems
running side-by-side, one in-
creasing, one decreasing,
total chaos would ensue —
which of course it would.

MEANWHILE huge
cut in both funding
and local control of

than at present.

spending will follow
from the establish-
ment of the uniform
National Business
Rate.

" Councils will lose the
right to levy local shops,
commerce and industry
in line with local needs
and services provided.

Instead, all businesses will
pay a national rate poundage
which will be pooled and re-
distributed to local author-
ities.

Under a Tory government
concerned to maximise com-
pany profits and minimise
wages and services, this will
mean the lowest possible call
on business revenues but an
increased rquirement on the
working population to pay
for the victims of capital-
ism’s greed and ruthless-
ness.

As the political editor of
the ‘Sunday Telegraph’
wrote recently in slightly
different terms: ‘By stan-
dardising business’s share of
local-government spending
the government will ensure
that the full burden of above-
average council spending
will be borne by the domestic
rate-payer.’

Proposals

The Green Paper stated
that these proposals on the
business rate are ‘central to
the government’s proposals
for the reform of local gov-
ernment finance as a whole’.

The reason is easy to see:
in combination with the pro-
vision of grant, 80 per cent of
local authority expenditure
(85 per cent in Wales) would
be under central govern-
ment control as against just
under 50 per cent at present.

CLEARLY there is the
need for a massive cam-
paign of opposition built
around community orga-
nisations - to defeat any
attempt to introduce this
system.

The fighting spirit of Wat
Tyler and the anti-poll tax
rebels of 1381 must be rekin-
dled in trade unions, tenants
committees, ethnic orga-
nisations, community asso-
ciations and among the
elderly and the young with a
view to throwing out these
odious proposals along with
the obnoxious government
that has advanced them.

-
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Under the Poll Tax proposals, inner-city areas will pay the most while wealthy suburbs and country districts will probably pay less

HUNDREDS of angry
residents and local
workers were pre-
vented from voting on
a resolution calling for
a publie inquiry into
the recent Centronics
factory explosion in
New Addington,
Croydon.

The meeting was held
in such a manner as to be
no more than a public
relations exercise and an
attempt to get the com-
pany, Centronics En-
gineering, ‘off the hook’.

Its managing director,
Brian Kelly, told the meet-
ing at New Addington Com-
munity centre last week
that the explosion the pre-
vious week never
threatened public health.
He denied the company kept
any radio-active material
on its premises.

On Tuesday 16 July a can-
nister containing 300 grams
of the lethal gas, diborane,
exploded. Diborane is a by-
product of boron which is
manufactured for use as a
safety device in the nuclear
power industry, mainly in
America.

It was the third explosion
¥ of its kind at the factory in
recent years, the last being
in August 1985, when two
people were badly injured.

Engineering union mem-
bers from Louis Newmark
Engineering Company led
the demand for a public in-
quiry.

Works convenor Cyril
Cooper told Workers Press
they had passed a resolution
demanding a public inquiry
into the explosion because
21 of their members had
suffered ill-effects as a re-
sult of explosion.

Kelly claimed the two
previous explosions at the
factory had nothing to do

Demand a public
inquiry into toxic
gas explosion

[ BY JOHN HOLMES |

with diborane. The incident
in 1985, he said, in which two
Centronics employees were
burned, involved ether.

He evaded questions ab-
out what other substances
were kept in the factory and
was unable to assure the
meeting that there would
never be another explosion.

Angry parents demanded
to know why their children
were evacuated from Row-
down school two hours after
the explosion.

The chief fire officer told
them that he had requested
the police to do so as he was
concerned the two remain-
ing cannisters of diborane
might also explode,

although he believed a
further explosion would not
be a threat to public safety.

He was concerned that
the children’s presence in
the school playing-field was
hindering the fire service
operations.

Both the chief fire officer
and the police chief inspec-
tor in charge of the situation
were present at the meet-
ing. They stressed that they
saw no public danger.

They could not explain
why schools as far away as
West Wickham and Brom-
ley had been evacuated and
the public warned to keep
all doors and windows
closed, when they claimed it
was not necessary to issue a
warning locally.

The Headmaster of New
Addington High School, the
largest school on the Estate
said the first he knew of the
emergency was when he
saw police driving round the
playground panicking the
children by shouting
through a loudspeaker.

He was unable to gain
assurance from the police
and fire chiefs that, should a
similar incident occurin the
future, he would be notified

immediately.
Steve Pettit, the engineer-
ing union safety representa-
tive for Louis Newmark,
told the meeting that he was
only allowed through the
police cordon when trying
unsuccessfully to persuade
Newmark’s managers to
evacuate the factory.

Pettit called for better
liason between the safety
officials of the various ad-
joining factories. He criti-
cised the lack of any plan-
ned emergency procedure
for such an event.

Labour councillor Mary
Walker, who supported the
call for a public inquiry,
said there had been a com-
plete breakdown in com-
munications: the town clerk
at Croydon town hall was
not made aware of the
emergency until 3.10p.m. —
five hours after the explo-

sion.

Trade union and Labour
movement activists were
prevented from asking
questions in a blatant
attempt to keep the meeting
‘non-political’.

When the formal resolu-
tion was put at the end of the
meeting calling for a public
inquiry by Tom Stratton, a
Louis Newmark shop ste-
ward and Croydon Trades
Council vice president, a
vote was prevented by ex-
Labour councillor, now
alderman, Reg Page (a for-
mer employee of Centro-
nics).

He had been sitting on the
platform next to the chair-
man throughout, not saying
a word. The meeting was
closed down without a vote
being taken.
® The call for a full inves-
tigation into what goes on
inside the Centronics factory
must be stepped up.

@ Links must be built be-
tween local trade unions and
residential organisations to
demand that all dangerous
materials be removed im-
- mediately from Centronics.
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Defend the
Iranian
Revolution

OUR editorial in last week’s ‘Workers
Press’, ‘Thatcher backs Gulf war
threat’, ended as follows:

‘We are for the defence of Iran and its
people against US and British im-

perialism, neither of whom have any

right to be in the Gulf.

‘The Iran-Iraq war and the bourgeois regimes
of Saddam Hussein and Ayatollah Khomeini
which have squandered their peoples’ blood
and opened the way for imperialist interven-
tion, will be ended by the working masses of
Iran and Iraq.

‘The much more dangerous mad nuclear warmon-
gers of Washington and London must be brought
down by the US and British working class. Get the
Navy out of the Gulf. Labour must say no to Reagan
and Thatcher’s war. Smash imperialist conspir-
acies, down with the NATOQO alliance!’

The ‘News Line’ of Monday last also carried an editorial

on this subject. It included the following reference to our
comment:

‘These renegades, who were expelled from the Workers
Revolutionary Party in 1985, claim that Ayatollah
Khomeiny’s government is responsible for the current US
intervention in the Gulf.

sy N TERNATIONAL NEWS

Womenin Tur

Dennegi)

| BY MARIA DEBORDE AND EROL YESILNUR ]

IN RECENT years women of Turkey have begun
making serious efforts towards defending and

Turkish women attending the founding meeting of the Association of Women Against Discrimination (Ayrimciliga Karsi Kadin

new organisation where they
can struggle for their rights
together.

The few associations
founded by socialist women
before the 1980 coup d’etat

key

cess was the publication of
women’s views in the weekly
magazine ‘Somut’. The
fourth page of each issue
was devoted to publishing
only articles written by

advancing their rights. Women from different

. . . . women.
. sections have been working together, discussing

‘According to the logic of this particular lie, the Iranian were severely limited in

leaders were presumably responsible for the Iraqi inva-
sion of their own country since it was direct intervention
by US imperialism 'in 1980 which sparked the war!

‘Perhaps the Workers Press will argue next that the
Nicaraguan revolution should end its defiance on the
rounds that it too has ‘‘opened the way for imperialist
intervention” (!) and might ‘‘squander its people’s blood”’.
‘Like their new-found friends among the petit-bourgeois
revisionists, the Workers Press group are simply recycl-
ing the pro-imperialist outlook of the labour bureaucracy.
They find themselves in an unholy alliance with the
United Nations — the body Lenin branded a ‘‘Thieves’
Iéitﬁh%?“ — in calling for Iran’s effective surrender in the
u ar’.:

By now you are wondering how anyone could lie quite so
crudely. Let us explain.

In 1985, the WRP expelled its former leader G. Healy for
sexual abuse and other crimes, together with a group
which justified all his actions. These people now publish
the ‘News Line’, and pretend they are still the WRP.

In 1979, the WRP had correctly hailed the Iranian
revolution as a massive blow against US imperialism. But
it then went on to smother the slightest criticism of the
theocratic bourgeois regime which took over on the backs
of the Iranian workers, the people who had actually
overthrown the Shah.

The WRP, whose leadership was by then fast degenerat-
ing, also gave its backing to the reactionary butcher
Saddam Hussein, even when his regime murdered mem-
bers of the Iraqi Communist Party.

Since our expulsion of these people, we have tried to
re-examine many of these issues as objectively as we can.
In contrast, the ‘News Line’ group clings desperately to its
idolatry of Khomeini and his regime.

This regime is thoroughly reactionary. Its war with
Iraq, a conflict hetween two capitalist powers, has caused
untold misery to the workers in both countries and
benefitied only imperialism. No wonder both sides have
been encouraged and armed by the imperialists, even if
the US is backing the Iraqis at this particular stage.

We must always defend the Franian revolution against
the attacks of US and British imperialism. But to attempt
to hide Khomeini’s savage suppression of the Iranian
working class, of women and of national minorities, was
and is a betrayal of every revolutionary principle.

What is particularly nauseating is the defence of the
Iranian bourgeois state in the name of Trotskyism. Our
movement is based on the conception that we live in the
epoch of the world proletarian revolution. In the twentieth
century, the capitalist class and its agents are unable to
carry out a progressive role in any country in the world.

The Iranian revolution is yet one more confirmation of
Trotsky’s theory of permanent revolution and can only be
completed by the working class.

Only the independent action of the working class can
resolve the problems facing society, and for this a Marxist
international leadership is required.

The difficulties through which the Trotskyist movement
has passed, and which it is now beginning to overcome, all
stem from this issue. Those who have ‘discovered’ prog-
res .'ve non-proletarian forces, revolutionary
bourgeoisies, revolutionary bureacracies, ‘natural Marx-
ists’, etc., have always ended up in the enemy camp.

The ‘News Line’ people, in selecting the Ayatollah as
their candidate for revolutionary leader, are only the

latest and most bizarre in a long linegf capitulators. That

is why their lies are so shrill. and so obvious.

and making proposals for dealing with issues

related to women.

On 25 May, their efforts achieved a new dimension
with the foundation of the Association of Women
Against Discrimination (Ayrimciliga Karsi Kadin De-
nnegi). Many of the founders are oriented towards

socialism.

Indeed, it should be
pointed out that the van-
guard of the struggle for
women’s rights in Turkey is
compos.d primarily of
women with socialist views.

The association’s founders
state that, following the 1986
United Nations International
Agreement (which Turkey
signed) to ‘end all discri-

" mination against women’,

7,000 signatures were col-
lected in Turkey in favour of
the applying the agreement
in Turkey.

The establishment of the
association came about as a
result of the determination

- shown by many women for

the realisation of such an
undertaking.

The founders are both
working women and house-
wives.

The establishment of this
association must be seen as
symbolising an important
stage in the women’s rights
movement. At last women
have succeeded in getting a

scope and activity. Along
with other democratic or
socialist organisations they
were outlawed by the milit-
ary junta before such limita-
tions could be overcome.

It has only lately begun to
overcome the sharp setback
it suffered following that
period.

In recent years many of
the women playing an active
role in opposition to the
military regime have begun
taking steps towards the
birth of a new movement for
women’s rights, the signifi-
cance of which should not be
underestimated.

_ As one of the first sectors
in society to consistently put
forward aims against the ex-
isting regime they have have
now earned a special place
in Turkish history.

The first step in this pro-

Iran: France joinsin

[ BY A FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT

]

FRANCE has put an
aircraft-carrier and
two frigates on alert
for Arabian Gulf duty,
so joining the build-up
of imperialist forces in
the Gulf area against
Iran following the pro-
vocative ‘re-flagging’
of Kuwaiti oil tankers.

Following the UN resolu-
tion calling for an end to the
Irag-Iran war, events have
been escalated ‘towards_ a
joint confrontation of im-
perialist forces with Iran.

French involvement has
escalated since diplomatic
ties were severed with Iran
on 17 July.

The Iranian embassy in
Paris has been under siege
with French authorities de-
manding the handing over of
an interpreter for question-
ing in connection with ‘sus-
pected’ terrorist activities.

" The Iranian, Vahid Gordji,
is wanted ‘as a witness’. No
charges have been men-

tioned, yet the embassy has
been surrounded by anti-
terrorist state forces and an
anti-Iranian hysteria gener-

“ated.

Since March police have
been arresting Tunisian,
Moroccan, Algerian and
Lebanese Shia Muslims by
the dozens, under the pretext
of involvement in the wave
of bombings in Paris last
September. One of the
Lebanese was an associate
of Gordji.

The bombings were origi-
nally claimed by the follow-
ers of Georges Abdallah,
who are Lebanese Christ-
ians.

The French secret service
DST says that the terrorist
attacks were personally
ordered by Ayatollah
Khomeini, giving its source
of information as a paid in-
former named ‘Lofti’. The
hunt for Abdallah’s suppor-
ters was dropped and the
arrests of Shias began.

The severing of ties.
brought to an end 14 months -

of diplomatic moves by
Prime Minister Chirac to

establish cordial relations
with Iran.

He had agreed to expel the
Mojaheddin leader Massoud
Rajavi and to do a deal on
outstanding financial dis-
putes, following which five
French hostages were re-
leased in Lebanon.

The DST have clearly pro-

vided the pretext for break-
ing off of relations in line
with the general imperialist
strategy against Iran, which
had demanded a change in
French policy.
@® The American oil giant
Texaco has threatened to
sack British tanker officers
for refusing to work in the
Gulf ‘war zone’.

NUMAST, the ships’ offic-
ers’ union, has accused the
company of ‘putting profits
before lives’ and has telexed
all its Texaco members
seeking opinions on - suit-
able response.

The union also fears that if
Thatcher allows ships to be
re-flagged under the Red En-
sign it would be a provoca-
tion making other British
vessels vulnerable to attack.

The wide interest and par-
ticipation of a large number
of women Jed to the creation
of an atmosphere where, in
1982-1983, women began
meeting and discussing how
the struggle for women’s
rights should be developed.

In 1984 the association by
the name of Kadin Gevresi
AS was founded by Stella
Ovadia and friends. This was
the first post-1980 organisa-
tion officially established in
the struggle for women’s
rights.

Nevertheless in 1985-1986
differeiices between the ini-
tial founders and other
women involved led to most
of the women leaving.

The association did,
however, succeed in pub-
lishing a number of books
dealing with women’s issues
and conducting several
struggles aimed at women.

In the last year the move-
ment has begun to grow.
Meetings and talks have
been organised, more and
more books have been pub-
lished, and magazines as
well have begun devoting

. greater space to the subject

(although not always favour-
ably).

Nevertheless it cannot be
denied that the recognition
and analysis of discrimina-
tion against women, and the
growing movement against
it, has at long last become
become a regular feature in
the Turkish press. a

Within the past year a
group of women characteris-
ing themselves as ‘socialist-
feminist’ and ‘radical femin-
ist’ has begun publishing a
magazine called Feminist.

On 17 May a large number
of women participated in a
march protesting violence
against women, a wide-
spread problem in Turkish
families which was never
publicly discussed until last
year.

Without a doubt the grow-
ing women’s movement will
fulfil an important and ac-
tive role within the general
climate of increasing opposi-
tion to the regime.
“Women’s and revoluticc-
ary movements of oth=z-
countries are following
struggle of Turkish wor=r
with interest and solidar
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INTERNATION AL N E W S e ——

PHILIPPINES

‘land?

A NEW phase of struggle against
bourgeois rule in the Philippines is
marked by the opening of the first
elected Congress since 1972 and the
panic discussion of a five-year land
reform programme.

The ambitious plan is intended to stem rising

rural protest. In the Bical area 40-50 per cent of
villages are now controlled by the New Philip-

pines Army (NPA), the

The land redistribution
scheme was announced
on 8 February — just
days after a storm of out-
rage had greeted the
murder at Mendiola
Bridge on 22 January of
20 farmers who had been
demanding reform.

The Philippines economi;
is virtually bankrupt, wit
over half its foreign earnings
needed to repay interest on
loans. President Aquino’s
speech to the new Congress
admitted that the national
debt is $28 billion and
growing.

She also complained that
the overseas creditors are
giving worse terms to the
Philippines than to countries
like Mexico and Brazil.

Under Aquino, little of the
budget has been allocated to
agriculture. Like her prede-
cessor, the dictator Marcos,
she has concentrated instead
on ‘counter-insurgency’.
Aquino has no intention of
reducing the military
budget, and the change of
direction towards land re-

armed communists.

[ BYCHRISDIXON |

form will cost an extra $5
billion.

She hopes that internation-
al creditors will provide the
funds to back the scheme as
a desperate measure to in-
crease political and econo-
mic stability and give them
some chance of getting their
money back.

The richest landowners
have greeted the plan with
enthusiasm. They anticipate
the redistribution will be of
medium-sized holdings, pub-
lic land and the 50,000 hec-
tares of estates confiscated
from the supporte's of
ousted president Marcos,
leaving their plantations in-
tact.

It is unlikely that the
scheme will achieve a radic-
al change in the land-holding
pattern in a country where
millions are landless tenants
or agricultural labourers.

Essentially the program-
me continues the one initi-
ated with a similar fanfare
— by Marcos in 1972. Intense
lobbying by landowners en-
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—— but not land reform, be-

sured that the Marcos prog-
ramme gave land title to
only three per cent of its
target beneficiaries.

The Philipgines population
is growing by 2.4 per cent
each year, and only a little

or-quality land remains to

e brought into cultivation.
In the 1950s less than 10 per
cent of the rural population
was landless, but now the
figure is 30-35 per cent.

The average size of farm-
holding has also declined
dramatically, although at
the other end of the scale
there are massive estates
owned by members of the
ruling class, o1 in a few
cases by multinational agri-
business. Under Marcos, Del
Monte was encouraged, and
some farmers were evicted.

The Aquino family own
6,100 hectares of sugar
plantation.

There is such a shortage of
land, however, that even if
these estates were broken
up, there would not be
enough to give each family

cut away their support.
The focus has returned to
agriculture, neglected under

Marcos in favour of the ex-
port industries of the Manila
Free Trade Zone, which has
now largely collapsed.’

. The urban poor of the Phi-
lippines endure some of the
worst conditions in Asia, and
the towns are unable to
absorb any more of the im-
poverished villagers.

_ Land redistribution alone
is not able to solve the prob-
tems of the Philippines eco-
nony. Other investment in
agriculture would be needed
to increase productivity.
Low world prices for the
country’s main products —
rice, maize, sugar and copra
— have been exacerbated by
the implementation of the
US Farm Bill in April 1986.
Aquino’s grogramme will
be very costly, although how
much landowners are to be
compensated has been left to
Congress to resolve.

_Some estate owners, badly
hit by falling prices and low
productivity, may be
pleased to sell, and take
their compensation out of the
country.

If redistribution increases
subsistence farming, it may
even reduce the surplus
available for export and
worsen the balance of pay-
ments deficit.

Redistribution cannot be
carried out without inten-
sifying the struggle of the
poor, increasingly mobilised
by the NPA.

Corazon Aquino has been
attending a series of ‘region-
al consultative conferences’,
stage-managed to give vent
to local issues and demand
agricultural improvement,
electricity, credit and so on

cause the local administra-
tors are often also land-
owners.

Land reform is a major
slogan of the NPA, however,
and the measures this year
are a desperate attempt to

BRUTAN PERERA.
PARTIAL VICTORY

DAMAGES and costs have been awarded to the three
members of the Revolutionary Communist League who
were imprisoned last year by the Sri Lankan rnment.
The judgement, delivered in the Supreme Court on 25
May, was awarded on the grounds that the detention of
the three men had been unduly prolonged.

A unanimous judiclal agreement found that the
omergencr regulation under which the arrests were
made, which states that posters or other literature may
not be published without police authorisation, was
invalid under the Fundamental Rights in the Sri Lankan
Constitution.

Brutan Perera, Wije Dias and Ruman Perera were
arrested at an RCL trubllc meeting in Chilaw, in June
1986. They were held for 19 days in police custody and
remanded for a further 23 days until being bailed on 7
August. -

The release of the detained Sri Lankan Trotskyists was
the subject of a international campaign launched by the
international Committee of the Fourth nternationat (ICFl),
of which the Revolutionary Communist League is the Srl

Lankan section.

tionary Party

The campa%;\ was supported by the Workers Revolu- 1

Britain and
the Contras

FRESH evidence of Brit-
ish support for the US-
backed Contras’ covert
war against Nicaragua
has been uncovered by
the current Washington
hearings.

Colonel Oliver North has
testified to sabotage in
Nicaragua by KMS — a Brit-
ish-based security firm run
by ex-SAS officers including
Thatcher’s friend David
Walker.

A new pamphlet by the
Nicaragua Solidarity Cam-
paign provides background
details of the British connec-
tion in the United States’
attempt to overthrow the
popular Sandinista govern-
ment.

It reveals that KMS sent
two six-man teams to Hon-
duras to train Contras in
1985, and that North
approached British firms
ike Short Brothers to buy
Blowpipe and other weapons
for the Contras.

Documents leaked in 1985
and reproduced in the pam-
phlet show that the official
position of the British gov-
ernment is far from neutral

on Nicaragua.

A 1984 Foreign Office
memorandum on aid urges
the Overseas Development
Administration to ‘oppose

roposals from Nicaragua

y finding technical reasons
to do so.’

Abstained

When the United Nations
Security Council voted on the
ruling of the World Court
that the US war against
Nicaragua breaches interna-
tional law on eight counts —
Britain abstained. )

And the pamphlet indi-.
cates that Thatcher’s gov-
ernment is under fressure to
move further in its support
for the murderous Contras.

Far-right members of the
Tory Party, including lead-
ers of Conservative students,
have made visits to the Con-
tras and even sll:ent days

armed and on the march
with them.
® Nica Special Report:

The British Connection. Price
50p, from Nicaragua Solidar-
ity Campaign, 23 Bevenden
Street, London N1 6BH

orl}ers Press. .

-Britain and the

How one Nicaraguan cartoonist sees
nited States

the relations between
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A MANCHESTER teacher opened
the conference, 8 it had come
out of a meeting s of both
strikers and members of their sug

rtgrou where the necessi
Eom en %.i.\t 8 for strikes

was discussed, This was the begin-
ning of a fight-back against
Thatcher, he said. The conference
had received messages of support
from the Frickley miners, from the
French CNT and the Durham Min-
ers’ Wives Support Committee.

Senior Colman striker: ‘The fact
that a support groups’ conference
has had to be called reflects on the
state of the trade union movement.
Support should come from the
trade union leadership. Our strike
arose when four men were sacked.
The tactics used against us were:
use of the law, victimisation bg
ice, harassment of strikers an

amilies. These are the common
enemies of every picket line in the
country. At the Durham Miners’
Gala we met people who are doing
a great deal for us.

‘1 am disgusted by the conduct of
the Labour Pa uring the elec-
tion. Labour leaders were embar-
rassed by sta on picket lines
and by contact with our strike, The
AEU said that £18 a week strike
pa{ was as far as the%wanted to
ge involved in the strike. They

'wish to preserve the assets of the
union”, but agsets are members,
not money.” Recently the Presi-
dent of the AEU had stood on their
picket line, and ‘looked vegl un-
comfortable. Although the Silent-

ht dispute had ended e:rliei

S year, a support g networ
had a role to plaimmum: to
boycott Silentnight beds.

Gateshead Workers Support
: ‘1 am moving the main
statement sent out on the invitation
to this Conference (see right). All
isolated struggles need to be linked
up. All workers in struggle are now
facing the anti-trade union laws
and unemployment. Werkers join
m;{gn& t!g‘e. emplogfer&e sack them,
w e cun& 'l‘oxx gov-
ernment, and the unions do not
take forward the 8 les of these
workers because of laws.

“The workers in Caterpillars
were instructed to call their
dispute because it was illegal. We
must be clear on the fundamentals
of 8 le and support. Support
for 8 s today means much
more than niw money —
means standing side by sideen the

cket lines, standing up to the

blic Order Aect.

+Just as Thatcher allles with
Reagan and Botha, so the working
class must ally with workers in
South Africa and throughout the
j\:mt'ld. We have to be Tgléoxl'e gmn

st support groups. eaders
who won’t stand up and fight — we
have to come up against them. We
cannot even begin to consider wait-
ingbgive years this government
to be removed. We must force the
TUC to return to the pledges of the
Wembley Conference decisions.’
Manchester Clt{ Council worker:
‘We are faced with a strike against
the Manchester City Council. Both
the Labour Party and the trade
unions plead for us to aceept the
cuts. But we are in struggle

against the state, and unions -

on!
are collaborating with left-

wmqeonncil m_eutjobsinthisv

city.

Gateshead Workers® Suppert
Group: ‘We sent out the letter with
proposals for discussion-and we

expect amendments. At the endof ..

the day we want some sort of
organisation. We call for the set-
ting up of an organisation — run by
a series of delegate meetings.
Each organisation, support
strikers’ organisation etc. d
have a delegate at them.

'l‘htﬁy should be held onc% a
month, or perhaps once every two
months, and they should take all
the relevant decisions of the orga-
nisation, but the groups would
-have autonomy. They may or may
not opt out of decisions.

“The organisation would be li-
mited ,to strikers and support

“groups and not political partied-
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There would be a bulletin distri-
buted throughout the country to
spread information, and reports
from émugs to see what are the
most effective methods of struggle
and a list of contacts to call for
assistance, and proposals for the
way in which support groups can
assist in other areas.’

Oxford Dispute Su Group:
‘There have been two planning
meetings already, and some of the
comrades here were at the Leeds
meeting, which agreed by major-
ity vote to call a conference in the
autumn. We have listened to the
speakers saying that they could not
wait, but a lot of
in Leeds are not here today, and
they would want to take part.

“Therefore I want to amend the
&mposal from Gateshead so that

e formation of a structure be
deferred until the autumn confer-
ence. If you go ahead with a series
of)l gtmctures here it will lead to a
split.’
Communications Workers Group:
‘We have amendments to put to the
Gateshead progosal. We think we
must build a network which is both
national and regional.

‘We want to have anti-capitalist
instead of just anti-Tory. The orga-
nisation must be independent of
solitical rties. We call for the

eletion of anti-apartheid and anti-
racist cam s, and we don’t
agree that should be a de-
monstration outside the TUC —
this is a waste of time. We think we
should be building an inter-union
rank-and-file organisation.’

Viraj Mendis Cam : ‘The de-
Ton; Menols browght toseiner ol
r S broug gether
kinds of organisations in the com-
munity, the church, the Labour
Party and Communist Party and
many others. If people who are

involved in supgzrt e

limit themselves to the organised
labour movement in this country,
then they will be stifled.’

ple who were -

ampaigns .
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What speakers |

said

important, particularly for the hos-

tals. There is 8 movement grow-

wp, and we must bring every-
together.’

AneoatsOccuraﬁon: ‘On 1 Febru-

' ary, we occupied Ancoats Hospital.

We will stop in there for ever more,
It is our hospital — the people of
Ancoats — the reople can’t afford
to go to hospital further away. We
want this hospital open. There is
unemployment in Manchester. We
are not going to walk away from
this fight. We ask you to put your-
name on the rota to assist with our
oceupation.’

Lambeth Workers Joint Trade Un-
jon Committee: ‘I want to talk
about workers in Labour Author-
ities; there are budget deficits of
between £70 million and £110 mil-
lion across the board in Labour
authorities, and a very big struggle
is coming up in the near future. I
am in oppeosition to. the prog)sed
amendment to say ‘anti-capitalist’
instead of ‘anti-Tory’ because
workers are coming into struggle
against this government, and
learning in the course of it that it is
the whole system which is to
blame. We must build up a move-
ment against this government.

‘One thing we need to face up to
is that the working class is not full
?pf:in rtevi:h:jtiionariies‘ Thetre i{. fno

S contempt for
workers. Tagéa&giabour council-
lors — they came into their posi-
tions m because they wanted
to do something for the commun-
ity, and now they are in a situation
where they cannot do what they
were elected to do.

“The blem we face is lack of
lead p. It is no good saying

Photographing of the participants was not allowed at the
confersnce. In the same spirit we have not used their names in

this report.

Anceats Selidarity Committee: °I
want to refer to Peter Wright’s
‘Spycatcher’ book. Workers must
be alerted to what they are
against. Miners are well aware
the phone-ta and Wright also
speaks of . 15 ca out
burglaries ete.

‘MI5 set out to destabilise the
Wilson Labour government; King
was in ontthﬁipill?;sg:nan undex;l
cover agent. Liv e’s speec
in pa:lfament raised the whole
question of MI5 activities in Ire-
land. We must demand that there
is a labour and trade union inquiry
into their activities.’

Health Workers Action Group,
Londen: ‘We must draw people In
struggle together. If we have a
project it must be to draw more
people in. I support the Com-
txgunﬁcaﬁm&gogn 3 re ap‘?tea'l'idmem

chal 0 ¢al sm —
this is"&é central thing.

“The Senior Colman speaker was
e e sraggtes . this

r — this is

commonplace, what is new is that
workers are recognising it.’
B oo o i St
Egupftal closures. I raised iﬁn the
election, saying that ;
candidates should raise the clo-
w their campaign, but they

‘Liverpoo! children’s hospital is
to close, and the other children’s
hospital is way out of town. The
closure means that the building
will be open from 8a.m. to 8p.m.
-only for minor injuries. This ques-
tion of casualties is im| nt — I
feel very strongly for the Ancoats
ovccupation — communities are suf-
fering.

_ “We have all got to unite on this. I
believe that the Gateshead propos-
al to get out a bulletin or journal to
every section of the country is

that the ent leadership lets us
down then draw the conclusion
P e e uiking of & new

su a new
leadership in the class, and that is
why I support the proposal to set

an nisation of workers in
Brugger

Leeds Support : ‘I am in
eneral agreement with the Gates-
ead proposal. I came here to see a

network of support groups set up
now. We are here to set up ogracuc-
al aid — there will be a lot B‘eople
who will disagree on many things,
but if we honestly want to see
sup&ort then we can work
together.’

cause the traditional organisations
do not match up to the situation.
The name of the Tory game is “take
away all rights’. I agree with the
comrade who raised the question
of Wright’s book — we must be-
come more conscious of these
. We cannot just go ahead
without being aware

role of the state.
‘We must find new leaders, and
must have a much

support
role. We are talking about
-the-Labour— ting the Tories and the capital-

ass. We must unite and take
forward all these stuggles. We
must organise for workers’ power;
workers’ committees and workers
councils are vital to represent the
millions coming along the line in
struggle.

‘1am a%:inst the amendment not
to lobby the TUC. Only by taking
these actions against the existing
lea:llgrs can we learn what we have
to do.’

Al Feeds, T&GWU: ‘We are now in
the 20th month of our dispute. We
formed a union and were dismis-
sed three days later — so we

struck. There was management
intimidation — and Labour Party
itician Alan Roberts didn’t even
ow where the strike was. We had
very little response from the union
itself. We need to take leadership
into our own hands. The dockers
refused to load soya, but the dis-
pute is stagnant at the moment.
‘The union is carrying out
Thatcher’s law and all the anti-
union laws. The union is losing
g\‘mdreds c;f “llﬁi'nngber:d li)tecauﬁg
ey are no a real
rea{l bad ﬁ%e have been 20
months on the picket, and we have
alone. Political &ioups
have turned out like Joan Collins’
fan club. They just patronise us —
they only stay a while.’

City of London Anti-Apartheid:
‘We have had a non-stop 24-hour
picket outside South Africa House
since 19 April 1986. I am here to ask

this Conference to support COSA-*

TU in South Africa, and the Rally
on 10 October called by the Non-
Stop Picket.’

London busworker: ‘Busworkers
at Norbiton garage in London were

ven 90 days’ notice to terminate

eir contracts, were no
redundancy ments, but -told
that they could have the same jobs,
on the s?omel buses, from nttliml same

arage for less wages and longer
Eours. They were aid by the union
and lawyers that this was all per-
fectly legal, but they couldn’t be-
lieve it.

“The union took London Buses to
court-and lost the case. There is no
lack of understanding now among
London busworkers about their
lack of rights. Yesterday there was
a ballot for strike action to carry
forward the fight. Those who sa%
there should be no lobby of the TU
are wrong — you cannot ignore the
organisations of the working class.
We can only carry forward the
building of a new leadership by
fighting in the movement.’

Gateshead Workers Snpt:rt
Group: ‘People have come here

Kirkby U Ceatre:
ct::n‘ttx:;n beto.e:r’:.vtvh’:‘ walk. V{e h
work on the struggle.
is %ﬁe first time we’ve ‘nfet o
other and we have to hear
each has to say, not all
ourselves to be isolated

struggle.’
Arbride (Glasﬂ:) Workers’ S
port Group: “The dispute finis!
on 13 June. This factory is pal
the famous Laura Ashley gro
The workers were sacked for j
ing the T&GWU. Picketing
international — Germany,
Denmark and the United State

‘But the strikers did not
much support from the T&G
’l‘he{e\:'elm informed that they
not b members long enough
qualify for strike , and
union tried to scupper the wome
work on the picket.
“The union’s negotiations er
with no change in conditions
wages and the implementatio
three-month contracts. Uni
members threw this out, and so

T&GWU pulled out.
‘We are asking you to cont
collections — these wo
need money now — gas and d
tricity cut-off notices are be
received, and there are mortg
payments outstanding.’
Caterpillars (Glasgow) Sup
y ‘Our was forme

Group:
April, just aftg;w.thé Court dele

the occupation of the Caterp
Factory to be illegal. The oc
ing workers met, voted and iss
a_defiant call — they would
physical force if need be to m
tain their jobs.
- “The Jarrow shipbuilders,
ployed, students and various pd
tical organisations joined the 3
rt Group and carried out
inancial and physical support,




cl weekly demonstrations at
the site of the big tractor parked in
the middle of Glasgow by the
occupying workers.

‘In April the leadership of the
AEU and the Scottish C had
already decided not to support the
occupation if the court ruled it was
against the law; they called for
support for a cam to get a
new owner for the factory.

‘Pressure was put on to those
who wanted to ; meeting
nrgtpms were drgl‘:et:d ause it g::

an ‘ace ’ organisa
and the occupation ended in May,
when the i to
the Union’s strategy to
buyer.

‘Jimmy Airlie said that with the
test of time this will prove to be a
victory for the movement. I want
you to understand that this was a
gigantic action — money was pour-
uif in. It caught the imagination of
all sections throughout Scotland,
impreseibn thers was s boges ans

pression there was a
the jobs would be saved.

‘Nothing has happened — none of
the schemes put forward for a new
owner has come to_fruition. The
factory will close in October. I
have a message from a Caterpillar

“Best_wishes and greetings to
the Conference. It is most impor-
tant that you understand that

expulsion from
our union and withdrawal of strike
pay. We have no time for the union,
and especially Jimmy Airlie.

“We want to tell you that work-
ers must prepare well in advance
for the s . les tn‘:om hn‘égnc_
money mus in con y
tlmdsy for ranlﬁnd-ﬁle actions.
“Every action of workers now is
illegal.”

HFW striker: ‘If someone had told
me three months ago that I would
be travelling the length and
breadth of Britain addressing
trade union and political meetings,
I would have said they were crazy.
Politics, trade unions and disputes
were the last thing on my mind. It

THE Manchester

Support Confer-
ence was a begin-

ning. It brought
together repre-
sentatives of

some of the im-
portant struggles
in which workers
have been en-
gaged in the past

year, to discuss
the problems
faced by the class

The confusion and
unclarity which char-
acterised much of the
discussion should
therefore be seen in
terms of the situation
they express.

It is one where new explo-
sive forces are being un-
leashed by the crisis of the
system and the attacks of
the Thatcher government,
but where the thinking of

millions of people is still
determined, inevitably, by

SUPPORT CONFERENCE

The discussion begins

the past.

We have pre-miners’ strike
ideas in a post-miners’ strike
world.

This, in our opinion, is how
we should look at some of the
issues which emerged:

@ The young group of anarch-
ists who participated urged us
to turn away from the trade
union organisations, because
of their treacherous leaders.
This mistaken attitude must
be understood against the
background of betrayals by the
TUC, especially of young peo-
ple. The union leaders have
allowed the employers and
their state to destroy the pros-
pects of a whole generation.

This leadership has proved
itself incapable of winning
even the smallest of the strikes
which are now breaking out all
over industry. Indeed, these
bureaucrats clearly regard
any fight-back against the em-
ployers as an embarrassment.
Hostility to this leadership on
the part of new forces coming
into these battles is entirely
justified.

But to abandon the fight
within the established orga-
nisations of the class would be
an abdication of responsibility.
The task today is to unify the
sections into which the working
class has been divided by
Thatcher and the employers,
with the assistance of labour
leaders. We must bring
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together in struggle young with
older workers, and employed
with unemployed.

@ Should we be mobilising
against the Tory government
of Thatcher, or against capital-
ists in general? We can
appreciate the reason for such
a question, when we listen to
the mouthings of Kinnock and
other opportunist leaders of the
Labour Party.

But the labour movement is
not the property of these peo-
ple. They stole control of it
from the working class, who
must fight to take it back.

@ What about the question of
the participation of political
groups in the building of a
rank-and-file movement? Yes,
there is a long history of left
groups intervening in strug-
gles, sometimes with the best
of intentions, and manipulating
them in line with their own
preconceptions.

Some of the contributions
last Saturday were of this type,
with speakers taking up valu-
able discussion-time- to fight
out their own private battles.

But we believe it would be a
mistake to dodge this problem
by some ‘no politics’ rule. The
major issues confronting us to-
day — some of those raised at .
this conference — are indeed
political; they are not just ab-
out the relation between work-
ers and their immediate em-
ployers.

For example, the fact that

many local authorities are
close to bankruptey, that the
Health Service is falling apart,
that Baker is dismantling the
public education system —
these are vital issues for the
class. To answer them is a
political necessity.

Even more directly political
is the gestion raised of the
interference of the secret
organs of the state in the work-
ers’ movement. We have called
for the labour movement to
organise its own inquiry into
the activities of MI5. To avoid
this issue would be an enor-
mous error, we believe.

@ This brings us to the central
question: does the working
class need leadership? Our
anarchist friends deny it.
Leaders are corrupt! they cry.

Yes, throughout the world,
leaders of the working class
have been bought over by the
enemy class. That is one of the -
main features of imperialism
and the chief reason for its
continued existence. But that
poses the most urgent problem
which must be answered by the
working class: how to build a
leadership through which the
class can establish its inde-
pendence of its exploiters?

These are all vital problems,
and not to be settled in five
minutes. Let us continue the
discussion at the further meet-
ings which have been
announced. Let all the various
points of view be heard.

is only now because 1 have become
involved that I see the need for the
trade t::ilm:he movement, and o}
ers! oppressiveness

Tory legislation. )

‘In three months I have received
a lifetime’s tical education. I
would never have believed that a
company would sack an entire
workforce and that our reward for
years of sacrifice would be to be
dismissed so that a cheap scab
workforce could be retruited, a
workforce who travel in a bus with _
a darkened windows to hide their
identity and their shame.

, the
tal sadistic treatment. We
have been kicked and knocked un-

conscious, talised, arrested,

become hardened to this. We
have found in our unity
and we are i to win.

‘But we need support, not only

g:ople_. We need physical an
financial sumt as we are prepar-
ing for a and bitter fight.
Please help us sustain it.’

Nerth West National Justice Cam-
: ‘I remember a song Rita

call a lobby of the TUC.

€To counter the employer and gov-
ernment offensive those workers in
struggle must have a strategy, a
programme around which to orga-
nise and fight.

Our strength is not in numbers
engaged in any particular dispute,
but the sure fact that millions of
workers and their supporters have
a common hatred of this Tory gov-
ernment and will respond to those
who will be seen to fight back.
The past and present ‘sectional-
ism’ in the trade union movement
must be broken down once and for
all. We are ‘one class’ and we must
develop ‘eme movement’ to stop
this onslaught against the hard
won rights of the working class.

We call for the building of an
inter-union rank and file-controlled
organisation that embraces all
those in struggle in an anti-Tory
movement. We must begin by
building a national and interna-

‘MSC is a e. I have a
terrible fear that I will wake up one
day and find a Community beﬁ_
ramme brain surgeon by my -

side. The Community Programme

gives half pay for a week’s work; it

is being used to drive down pay.

We need to organise workers on

these schemes. Solidarity is ex-

tremely important. I ask you not to
_ forget the sacked miners’

tional network of Support Groups
and Strike Committees to im-
mediately strengthen those work-
ers engaged in disputes. Sacked
miners, movements against racial-
ism, anti-apartheid and unem-
ployed groups must be given full
participation as a right. Solidarity
movements and community
groups likewise must be asked to
join us. '

Joint work between areas and

those in disputes must be orga-
nised, with demonstrations, picket-
ting and propaganda as a first step
towards building such a move-
ment. A national bulletin with up-
to-date news and information must
be produced.

We must continue this discussion
and mobilisation over the coming
months by participation in:

@ A demonstration outside the
TUC conference in September.

©® The Liverpool conference
‘Shrewsbury to Wapping’ in
September.

@ A National Conference of Sup-
port Groups in Manchester on 1
November.

The Tory government have set in
motion their programme, with the
employers’ eager participation, in
trying to destroy any organised

resistance from the working class.

Wage levels are to be driven
down, working conditions and
‘practices revised, past agree-
ments ignored and-trade union
organisation destroyed. To assist

them in this onslaught they have
created a reserve army of unem-
ployed whom they will attempt to
conscript into industry through
compulsory work schemes for be-
nefits.

More anti-trade union legislation
is to be implemented along with
further attacks on the unemployed

'RESOLUTION

We print below the aims of the conference, circulated in
the conference call. The meeting decided to defer
discussion on amendments until a further meeting to be
called by the Gateshead Workers Support Group and it
was agreed the Gateshead group should go ahead to

and youth to drive them into scab
non-union work. The new Public
Order Act is being used by the
police and the courts to criminalise
the working class as they attempt
to fight back against the em-
ployers’ offensive. Picketing be-
comes intolerable in the eyes of the

“police as they begin to realise the

power that they have in using the
Public Order Act.

Up and down the country work-
ers in many industries have been
sacked as soon as they begin a
dispute. There is a growing tenden-
cy for employers to simply sack
their entire workforce and replace
them with scab non-union labour
recruited from the dole queunes.
The TUC and the present lead-
ership of the trade unions by their
fear of sequestration are no longer
paralysed by inaction, but actively
seek to undermine and stop sup-
port for workers emgaged in
struggle.

Since this conference was called,
already Hangers and Trader sack-
ed workers and the Ardbride strik-
ers have all been subjected to this

process of isolation, demoralisa-
tion and resulting in these disputes
being forced to the end with more
than a little encouragement to do
$0 by their respective trade union
officials.

As far as the employers and the
Tories, the police and the courts,
the TUC and the trade union lead-
ers are concerned the working
class must not be allowed to mobil-
ise, this is their common slogan.
These are the lessons of the min-
ers’ strike, Wapping and Silent-
night and are faced now by every
worker coming into struggle.9
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Soviet journal hails
Raskolnikov — but

what about Trotsky?

FYODOR RASKOLNIKOV has
rightly been hailed in ‘Ogonyok’
as one of the leading Bolshe-
viks who was outlawed by the
terror machine of the Stalinist

To the editors of the Soviet journal, ‘Ogony-
ok’, from the Preparatory Committee for the
International Conference of Trotskyists in
1988.

bureaucracy in the 1930s.

The truth now begins to emerge in the
Soviet Union after years during which
Raskolnikov — like thousands of others
butchered, imprisoned or exiled — have
had their names and records slandered
and sullied by gross and systematic

lying. '

Thus, after a brief
interlude in Khrush-
chev’s day, when Ras-
kolnikov was post-
humously rehabili-
tated, he was de-
nounced in 1965 by the
Soviet leadership as ‘a
Trotskyist and a
traitor’.

Now ‘Ogonyok’ has
published Raskolnikov’s
1937 letter to ‘Stalin, in
which he declares, de-
spite his political differ-
ences, that Trotsky ‘is an
honest revolutionary’,
that the Moscow purge
trials are a frame-up, and
that Stalin’s lying and
treachery have ‘des-
troyed Lenin’s party’.

Today, no one believes
that the charges against the
accused in the Moscow trials
were justified, or that there
was the slightest substance
in the allegation that Trotsky
was organising a counter-

squads was not a ‘Russian’
enomenon but part of the

international role of Stalin

and his apparatus. :

With the frame-ups and
gs in Moscow went the
betrayal of the Spanish re-
volution, opering the path to
the victory of Franco and
World War 1I1.

The killing-off of Bolshe-
viks was the necessary-com-
plement of this adaption to
imperialism.

‘Socialism in one country’
was the myth which was im-
posed as the ‘theory’ of this
degeneration and betrayal.

That is why it is of such
Ereat’)'mportance that Ras-
olnikov’s letter not only de-
nounces the frame-ups and
the murders, but also de-
clares that Stalin is des-
troying Lenin’s party and
that Stalin is the destroyer of
the hopes of the Soviet work-
ing class by proclaiming that
‘socialism’ exists in the
Soviet Union.

We are therefore especial-
ly struck bi" ‘Ogonyok’s’ con-
clusions. They welcome Ras-
kolnikov’s letter, favourably
comparing it with the
attempt by Stalinist apolog-

$talin’s terror

A real-struggle to master the past and
restore the historical truth about Stalin’s
regime coincides with the struggle to re-
move today’s Stalinist bureaucracy and res-
tore the Soviet working class to a relation of
unity in struggle for socialism with the

workers of the rest of the world.
[ —,

revolutionary centre abroad
with imperialist backing.

Everyone knows that the
‘confessions’ of the defen-
dants were extracted by tor-
ture to justify death or incar-
ceration.

This process, and the
butchering of countless
others, Bolsheviks, was the
final act of the long-drawn-
out ‘destruction of Lenin's
party’ to which Raskolnikov
refers.

This physical destruction
was prepared by political
destruction and theoretical
corrosion.

The murder and exile of
the Bolshevik old guard by
Stalin’s secret police death-

ists to attribute the abuses of
Stalin’s regime to ‘the cult of
the personality’.

This is of course no ex-
planation at all.

According to ‘Ogonyok’
the prevalence of such an
‘explanation’ arises from
‘stagnation in the social sci-
ences’ in the Soviet Union.

Undoubtedly there is such
stagnation, but it is not
something natural, or to be
accounted for psychological-
1y, or the fault of individuals.

The question is: why, in a
workers’ state, is a Marxist
explanation not developed?

What is at stake is a major
ideological bbock, i.e. a set of
ideas to conceal the contra-

Fyodor Raskoinikov, leading Boishevik outlawed by
mach mass-circulation

popular weekly Soviet

ine in the 1930s. A

magazine recently published the
letter he wrote 50 years ago to $talin accusing him of

‘wading through the
comrades’.

dictions in social reality, and

thus to prevent Russian’

workers, youth and intellec-
tuals from tackling the solu-
tion of the problem, not just
tracing its roots.

It is not only a matter of
the roots of the problems in
Stalin’s day, but alse the root
of the problem of refusal by
the bureaucracy to face
these questions today.

It is an ideological barrier
put up by the bureaucracy to
defend its own power and
privilege, a power and pri-
vilege which transmits the
pressure of imperialism and
seals off the Soviet working
class from the working class
in the capitalist world.

A real struggle to master
the past and restore the his-
torical truth about Stalin’s
regime coincides with the
struggle to remove today's
Stalinist bureaucracy and
restore the Soviet working
class to a relation of unity in
struggle for socialism with
the workers of the rest of the
world.

That unity, established
only by Boshevik parties as
part of an International of
Communists. is what Suz-
had to destroy

Today's Raim.57 o=z
rats live on the gams =12
Stalin made aga:r:t B
shevism and against ime

blood of yesterday’'s friends and

working class on the world
al‘seélﬁ as well as within the

We write this open letter to
you as followers of Trotsky.
The rehabilitation of Raskol-
nikov and a handful of others
is greatly to be welcomed.
But what about Trotsky, ex-
iled, framed and then assas-
sinated by Stalin’s hired kil-
ler in 1940? What about all
those falsely accused?

Our Preparatory Commit-
tee for the organisation of a
world ‘onference of Trots-
kyists to rebuild the Fourth
International has embraced
the campaign by the British
Trotskyists of the Workers
Revolutionary Party for the
rehabilitation of those ac-
cused in the Moscow Trials
of 1936-1938.

We believe that this cam-

. paign, already widely sup-

ported (see right), will be
welcomed by many
thousands in the Soviet Un-
ion and Eastern Europe.

It is part of the central
struggle of our time — the
struggle for the continuity of
Bolshevism. of communist
internaticnalism. against its

Szlmist destrovers zod 2D

You say: ‘What remains
now is to investigate the
reasons and conditions that
led to the appearance of the
Stalin cult, and the historical
experience of the struggle
against it.’

We have emphasised the
last phrase. Truly, the strug-
gle against Stalinism, in-
cluding the fight for the his-
torical truth, i:darecisely the
struggle to rediscover and
continue the work begun by
Lenin in his last year against
Stalin, continued by Trotsky
and the Left Opposition, then
the International Left
Opposition, culminating in
the founding of the Fourth
International in 1938.

The historical necessit{ of
this strl:ﬁgle and the truth of
Raskolnikov’s accusation of
‘destroyer of Lenin’s party’
was totally confirmed by
Stalin’s decision to dissolve
the Communist Internation-
al during World War I1.

This only set the seal on
the degeneration already
rampant, which led directly
to the betrayal of the proleta-
rian revolution in Italy and
France at the end of the war,
and the consequent renewed
hegemony of imperialism in
Europe.

Today, the contradictions
of bureaucratic planning,
arbitrary political com-
mand, suppression of soviet
democracy and popular in-
itiative, together with sup-
pression of historical truth
and scientific inquiry into
socio-political questions,
have produced a mass of
problems in Soviet society
which are insoluble within
the rigid framework im-
posed by the continued exist-
ence of the Stalinist
bureaucracy.

The Gorbachev wing of the
bureaucracy seeks to over-
come these consequences by
opening the doors to im-
perialism and by providing
safety-valves which they
hope will release harmlessly
the mighty pressure of the
masses.

shevism, will bring together
new forces with the upsurge
of the youth and the working
class in the capitalist world
and in the bureaucratically
deformed workers’ states.

Some people write as
though, while Gorbachev
and his supporters are ‘capi-
talist roaders’, his more
rigid opponents are defend-
ing the gains of the October
revolution. This is false.

Each of these wings is out
to protect the control of the
bureaucracy over the eco-
nomy. Their differences con-
cern how to defend
bureaucratic power against
the working class.

The struggle cannot be
won except by starting from
recognition of the real social
nature of the bureaucracy as
political usurper of workers’
power.

It is a caste parasitic on
the conquests of October.
Those Soviet workers — and
they are many — who follow
‘Ogonyok’s’ injunction to re-
connect with the historical
experience of Trotsky’s
struggle against Stalinism
will do so only as part of the
struggle to overthrow the
privileged bureaucracy and
restore the power of the
workers themselves in the
soviets.

There is no socialism in
one country, only the world
socialist revolution, with
workers’ states as conquests
and bastions along the road.

The political revolution in
the Soviet Union means the
overthrow of the bureaucra-
cy by the working class, in
order to defend the workers’
state against imperialism by
truly socialist, proletarian
methods. It is thus an integ-
ral part of the world socialist
revolution against im-
perialism.

We call upon all Soviet
workers and youth to declare
for the campaign to rehabili-
tate all victims of the purge
trials of 1936-1938.

We are naturally in favour Preparatow Committee
of taking advantage politi- for the International
ca;llly of suqll)ll ‘safeéy-vageS’ Conference to rebuild
where possible, and we know :
that the rebuilding of the the Fourth International.
Fourth International, of Bol- 10 July 1987
L R

Question mark
AT A p ral election meeting in Dundee, general secretary

of the ish Communist Party Gordon Mclellan was asked
ho:y l’: viieweid the l‘l’ooctohv; T:ial:epﬁdmwgfm thl::le he saw his

aying in regard to them in the lig new approach
r:;.the Soviet Union.

He said that the Communist Party executive committee had
written to the Soviet government last year, asking about a
review of the Trials and rehabilitation of the victims. ‘in
February they told me that was going to be done,” he said.
ng Gorbachev, he said that the nation with a question-

over its history would always have a question-mark over
future.
Again

quoting Gorbachev, McLellan said: ‘There are going to
biank pictures.’ He went on to say that Trotsky did play
part in the Russian Revolution and this should be

™ his opinion he was later harmful. The
"a JONG T ke Diace he said was very
Sower Jwor ETC emeuere

Eig

e
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Reorganise

the Fourth
International

‘Chomsky backs

Moscow Trials
campaign

Further support for the campaign to
clear the names of those accused in
Stalin’s frame-up Show Trials of 50 years
ago is now coming in.

The statement demanding that the Soviet gov-

ernment reviews these cases has now been
signed by veteran Trotskyist fighter Oskar

S T T TR R

S T T R R T T T

Hippe.

A signatory from the
United States is world-
famous linguistics theor-
ist Noam Chomsky. He is
now joined by several
members of the Mexican
parliament.

To the sponsorship of the
Leicester and District
Trades Union Council is now
added the support of the
Tayside Health Branch of
ASTMS. The branch has also
agreed to ask Dundee
Trades Council to support
the campaign.

William Shieles of Dundee
has also asked to add his
name to the list of signa-
tures. So have a group of
Transport and General
Workers Union stewards in
the Manchester area.

Support in the trade union
movement is particularly
significant. When Stalin’s
thugs were.- murdering the
leaders of he Russian Re-
volution in 1936-1938, only a
handful of people in the
workers’ movement raised
their voices against the chor-
us of Stalinist lies. When
they held public meetings to
denounce the frame-ups, the
Stalinists tried to break
them up.

Those days are past. But
we must ensure that neither
the crimes nor the victims of
the bureaucracy are for-
gotten.

This is the text of the state-
ment:

6it is now over 50 years since
the infamous Moscow Show
Trials. It is astounding that, at
a time when the Soviet gov-
ernment is at pains to empha-
sise its concern with ‘human
rights’ and proclaims the

need for ‘glasnost’, the ac-
cused in these trials, with a
few exceptions, are still consi-
dered guilty of being paid
agents of Nazism, and other
crimes.

Among these men were
numbered several who played
outstanding roles in the Rus-
sian Revolution of 1917.

The reputations of founders
of the Soviet state like Zino-
viev, Radek, Trotsky and
Bukharin were besmirched or
expunged from the history
books.

Today, no one doubts that
the ‘confessions’ at the trials
— the sole basis for the pro-
secution — were utterly false.

Seven defendants in the -

third trial, Krestinsky and
others, have been both judi-
cially rehabilitated and politi-
cally exonerated. So have the
military leaders, Tukhachevs-
ky and others, whose military
trial in 1937 was held in
secret.

But the admittedly faise evi-
dence aginst these men was
inseparable from the charges
against all the other accused.

None of the accused, of
course, is alive today. Many
were executed immediately
after their trials. Others died
in prison or camps.

Leon Trotsky, the chief ac-
cused in all three of the trials,
was murdered in exile in 1940.
However, families of some of
the defendants are still living
in* the Soviet Union. Some
also suffered imprisonment
and exile. it is worth recalling
that a review of all these
cases was promised by
Khrushchev, but this promise
was broken.

We the undersigned there-
fore call on the Soviet govern-

BUKHARIN

ment to re-examine the cases
against all these victims of the
perversion of Soviet justice,
as took place with Krestinsky.
We are confident that all those
accused in the Trials of 1936-
1938 will be shown to have
been innocent. They should
immediately be rehabilitated,
their honour restored, their
families compensated and
their graves marked.§
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Kronstadt and Petrograd in 1917

In 1917, the sailors of Kronstadt were at the
centre of the Russian Revolution. Raskolini-
kov, aged 25, was their leader. This is his
day-by-day account of the Bolsheviks’ strug-
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Tales of Sub-Lieutenant llyin

Stories from Raskolnikov's part in the civil
war which followed the revolution, including
scuttling the Black Sea fleet in 1918 to
prevent the ships falling into the Kaiser's
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Statement
from the

Preparatory
committee

THE RESPONSE to the
Workers Revolutionary
Party’s call for an Inter-
national Conference to
rebuild the Fourth Inter-
national has already
brought together in the
Preparatory Committee
Trotskyists from Europe
East and West, and from
Latin America, com-

' rades whose work had

been separated for de-
cades by earlier splits in
the movement.

The Australian Com-
munist League has now
joined the Committee,
and Trotskyists from
Turkey and Morocco,
and from countries
where only illegal work
can take place, are now
working for it. In addi-
tion, important work is
now in progress to dis-
cuss with comrades who
have approached the
Preparatory Committee
from several countries in
the Middle East, the Far
East and Africa.

Several groups which
are still members of, or
who have recently
broken from, the Man-
del-led United Secretar-
iat, opposed to its Ili-
quidationism, are now in
discussion with the Pre-
paratory Committee.

At the same time, an
opposition is being cob-
bled together by a num-
ber of small groups who
were not in agreement

| with the ten points on

which the Preparatory
Committee was founded.
They by no means agree
among themselves on all
questions, but they are
agreed that the ten
points are too ‘exclu-
sive’.

What these ten points
did was to define the
minimum basis upon
which Trotskyists could
work for the rebuilding
of the Fourth Interna-
tional as the continuity of
Bolshevism.

Especially disputed
was the point that we are
for the building of Trots-
kyist parties in every
country. This was, cer-
tainly, directed against
the - conception that in

some countries Trots-
kyist parties are not
necessary because other
left, nationalist or Stalin-

" ist forces, will do the job
of revolutionary lead-
ership.

It is precisely against
that revision of Marxism
that the battle must be
fought and won. The
Fourth International is
being rebuilt against this
ligquidationism, which
has been at the root of
the Fourth Internation-
al’s crisis, reflecting the
pressure of Stalinism.

The participants in the
Preparatory Committee
have in the past taken
separate paths for long
periods, but they are
brought together by the
lessons of the struggle, in
various forms, against
the liquidationism now
dominant in the move-
ments led by Mandel and
by Lambert.

This recognition of
each other as Trots-
kyists, despite past dif-
{erences, is essential to
the work of the Prepara-
tory Committee, the
work of reconstruction.

The Italian GOR, for
example, would not with-
draw its characterisa-
tion of some Preparatory
Cominittee members as
‘centrists’ and so was not
accepted on the Commit-
tee. Cne of the Prepara-
tory Committee delega-
tions negotiating on this
with the GOR, on behalf
of the Committee and re-
porting back to it, was
that of the Irish Workers
League.

Nonetheless this group
has suddenly announced
its withdrawal from the
Committee on the

.mum definition of what

grounds of its supposed
‘exclusivity’, without
any explanation of their
:hange of mind.

No doubt all those who
object to the principled
basis of the Preparatory
Committee, contained in
the ten points, will now
announce a more ‘open’
conference, denouncing
our ‘exclusivity’.

Our own Conference is
open to all those forces
now coming forward who
find themselves con-
fronted with the overrid-
ing need for new, revolu-
tionary leadership inde-
pendent of Stalinism, re-
formism and petty-
bourgeois nationalism,
and our firmness on the
principle of building re-
volutionary parties in ev-
ary country is proving to
be our greatest strength
in attracting such forces.

The ten points of our
original Call will be ex-
panded and developed.
They are after all only a
minimum basis or mini-

unites Trotskyists. What
is important is to develop
Trotskyism as our guide
to action in the develop-
ing world revolutionary
struggle, forced as it is to
a higher stage by im-
perialism’s crisis and
the break-up of Stalin-
ism.

Not only will new
groups join the Prepara-
tory Committee, but
many new forces will be
present at the Confer-
ence itself.

@® At its last meeting,
the Preparatory Com-
mittee adopted the cam-
paign initiated by the
WRP for the clearing of
the names of the accused
in the Moscow Trials of
1936-1938.

It was also decided to
organise an internation-
al rally in London for 7
November, 70th
anniversary of the Octo-
ber Revolution. A public
meeting on the Interna-
tional Conference is also
being prepared in Paris §
for the latter part of
September.
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SOUTH AFRICA

- PERMANENT REVOLUTION
- The fight for a Bolshevik party

Part Two

In Part One of this three-part series we drew the
attention of ali class conscious fighters of the proletar-
iat to the notorious historical legacy of Stalinism
(Workers Press 4 July 1987).

This article will show that whereas the two-stage
conception has its origins in Stalinist counter-revolution
and defeats of the working class, the Permanent
Revolution conception represents the only path for a
victorious proletarian revolution.

The Permanent
Revolution
conceptionis a
Bolshevik-
Leninist
conception!

‘Only the dictatorship of the
proletariat can overthrow
the rule of the bourgeoisie
. . . History will not invent
for you any transitional dic-

tatorship, a dictatorship of

the second order, a dicta-
torship at a discount. Who-
ever speaks to you about it is
deceiving you. Make your
preparation for the dicta-
torship of the proletariat,
prepare seriously, stubborn-
ly and tirelessly.’ (Trotsky)

THE Third International,
under Lenin and Trotsky,
proclaimed as its fun-
damental principles ‘the dic-
tatorship of the proletariat
and the power of the soviet.’
This formulation, based on
Lenin’s scientific analysis of
imperialism as the highest
stage of capitalism, captures
in essence what permanent
revolution means.

In the first place, the
permanent revolution con-
ception argues that, in the
epoch of imperialism, all the
great historical tasks of re-
volutions in all countries can
only be decisively tackled if
state power is wielded by the
proletariat.

The Third International in-
sisted that all-the manifold
forms of imperialist oppres-
sion will continue for as long
as the bourgeoisie remains
the ruling class and capital-
ist property relations hold
sway over humanity.

The bourgeoisie world-
wide has completely ex-
hausted itself as a progres-
sive force. It keeps the vast
majority of people in a bar-
baric state of poverty and
starvation, it brutally denies
basic democratic rights to
hundreds of millions, it
snatches back hard-won
democratic gains from mil-
lions more, it intensifies
nat¥onal, racist, and
women’s oppression, it ex-
acerbates national rivalry,
and precipitates ever-
bloodier and more destruc-
tive wars. In every country
therefore the dictatorship of
the proletariat is a historical
necessity.

In the second place, the
permanent revolution con-
ception argues that ‘it is im-
possible to pass from capi-
talism to socialism without
breaking national
frameworks.’ (Lenin).

This follows inevitably
from the world character of
capitalism in the epoch of
imperialism. Consequently,
the Communist Internation-
al was guided by the pers-
pective that, - ‘the socialist
revolution begins on the

BY A SOUTH AFRICAN
REVOLUTIONARY

national arena, it unfolds on
the international arena, and
is completed on the world
arena’. (Trotsky).

To be a Bolshevik-Leninist
one must therefore resolute-
ly oppose and strugggle
against the Stalinist for-
mulations of two-stage re-
volution and socialism-in-
one country; one must ‘pre-
pare seriously, stubbornly,
and tirelessly’ for the dicta-
torship of the proletariat;
and one must rebuild the
Fourth International and
gght for the world revolu-

on.

In South Africa
the Permanent
Revolution is the
fight to smash
apartheid-
capitalism!

IN ITS transition to its im-
perialist stage, capitalism
subjected all countries to its
rule. But in each instance,
the specific national form of
capitalist development pro-
ceeded through the yoking
together of the particular
historical features of a coun-
try with the general laws of
the capitalist system of pro-
duction.

In South Africa the discov-
ery of diamonds and gold in
the 1870s and 1880s, and the
rapid development of capi-
talist relations of production,
forcibly drew together in a
single, systematic but con-
tradictory social whole, a
great diversity of historical
elements: pre-capitalist, col-
onial, semi-feudal, capi-
talist-imperialist.

This was the origin of con-
temporary South African
society, that is, apartheid-
capitalist society.

The productive forces in
South Africa have thus de-
veloped through a set of dis-
tinct social relations. Sur-
plus value has been pumped
out of the working class in a
particular and unique way.
It was through the super-
exploitation of the labour-
power of black workers that
the South African
bourgeoisie grew rich and
powerful.

The fact that the South
African economy has
reached a relatively adv-
anced and industrialised
stage of development can be
trace to twe important fac-
tors — one is the existence of
large quantities of gold, the
meney commodity of the
world; the second is the ra-
cist and undemocratic poli-
tical system, by means of
which the black working
class was kept in a state of
subservience.

Apartheid and capitalism
have thus ajways been in-
separable. In a word, apar-
theid is the historically de-

veloped form of imperialist
capitalism in that country. I:
is the failure, or more cor:
rectly refusal, to grasp this
relationship between form
and content which has led to
to the hopelessly incorrect
formulations about the poli-
tical struggle in South
Africa.

The muddle of the
South African
Communist Party

THE South African Com-
munist Party’s character-
isation of South African soci-
ety is typically undialectical
and ahistorical. It argues
that, ‘apartheid is not a
norm of capitalism, it is a
form of backwardness re-
flecting some kind of pre-
capitalist political and eco-
nomic relations’, and that,
‘apartheid South Africa’s

rules of political operation
lack conformity with what is
best suited to the require-

.ments of capitalist society.’

The fact that the black
working class is denied poli-
tical rights; is paid starva-
tion wages; has little free-
uom of movement; is a vic-
tim of a host of other barbar-

ic racist laws; all this is-

certainly no departure from
some supra-historical ‘norm
of capitalism’. Indeed, it is
the perculiar national ex-
pression of a moribund capi-
talist system.

The inextricable historical
relationship between apar-
theid and capitalism forms
the basis of the permanent
revolution in South Africa. It
means — what the African
National Congress-SACP
alliance constantly attempts
to deny — that the struggle
against apartheid, the strug-
gle for consistent democra-
¢y, can onlybe a struggle for
socialism.

The economic pre-
requisites for
socialism exist in
South Africa!

‘The relative weight of the
individual democratic and
transitional demands in the
proletariat’s struggle, their
mutual ties and the order of
presentation is determined
by the peculiarities and
specific conditions of each
backward country and to a
considerable extent by the
degree of its backwardness’
(Trotsky).

PERMANENT revolution in
South Africa involves tasks
that are bound up with the
advanced stage of develop-
ment of its economy and the
racist and undemocratic na-
ture of its political system.

The democratic tasks of
the revolution do not flow out
of economic backwardness,
nor out of the existence of a
‘colonialism of a special
type’, as the ANC-SACP
argue, but out of a rotten-
ripe capitalism that cannot
reform itself in any way.

South Africa is a fully-
developed capitalist country
that is dominated by a
national bourgeoisie which is
monopolist and sub-
imperialist, insofar as it
wields enormous economic
power in much of the south-
ern African region.

The last 25 years has seen
the growing concentration

and centralisation of capital
in the hands of a powerful
minority whose tentacles
have spread into every sec-
tor of the economy — min-
ing, commerce, and
banking.

South Africa is furth-
ermore entangled in the
world system of imperialism
by the gigantic web of opera-
tions of British, American,
Japanese and European
monopoly corporations and
innumerable ties to the
world market. Consequent-
ly, South Africa is a chronic
victim of the world capitalist
crisis.

Even South Africa’s agri-
culture, that sector of the
economy which historically
lags behind the other sec-
tors, is not only fully capital-
ist, but is also dominated by
a small minority of white
capitalist farmers, and agri-
business corporations. To-
day 6 per cent of farming
enterprises produce 40 per
cent of all agricultural com-
modities.

Under the whip of interna-

tional competition, white
farmers have had to resort
to the constant revolutionis-
ing of productive techniques
on the land, with the result
that there has been a rapid
and absolute decrease in the
size of the agricultural pro-
letariat.

At the same time, the last
decade and a half has wit-
nessed the most prolonged
and severe crisis experi-
enced by South Africa in
agriculture.

No éeparate
solution for the
‘bantustan’ areas!

DEVELOPMENTS in the
‘bantustans’, bear striking
testimony to the onward
march of apartheid-
capitalism. In these areas,
which are an integral part of
South Africa, only a tiny
proportion of the population
still work the land as peasant
farmers.

The overwhelming major-
ity of the people in these
hopelessly overcrowded
areas are an impoverished
mass of proletarians (mig-
rants, commuter-workers or
unemployed workers), or
semi-proletarians (wives,
children or the aged rela-
tives of migrant workers).

The ‘bantustans’ are thus
merely dumping grounds

and concentration camps for
these discarded by a rotten-
ripe capitalism.

For a transitional
programme for
socialist
revolution!

THE fact that South Africa is
fully capitalist, that the
working class is the largest
part of society, that all the
economic pre-requisites for
socialism exist — all of this
does not mean that democra-
tic demands are obsolete, or
that the struggle is simply
for socialism.

On the contrary, in South
Africa, democratic demands
have always been and re-
main and remain an enor-
mously revolutionary factor.

It is because a large black
proletariat has been forcibly
denied the most basic demo-
cratic rights, it is because
this proletariat for so long
has felt the incessant whip of
racist oppression, and it is
also because the problems of
democracy and racist
oppression are so organical-
ly tied up with class exploita-
tion that has made the situa-
tion in South Africa so politi-
cally explosive, and why the
racist ruling class has abso-
lutely no way out of the so-
cial crisis.

This is why, contrary to
the policy of the ANC/SACP,
there can be no intermediate
stage of national democracy.
Despite the confused and ob-
structive formulations of

Stalinists, the heroic strug-
gles for democracy by adv-
anced workers, unemployed,
youth and students, have in-
creasingly become struggles
for socialism.

However, the struggle for
power cannot be successful-
ly waged and won by only the
organised sections of the
oppressed and exploited.
Millions of urban workers,
rural workers, and semi-
proletarians, in both ‘white’
South Africa-and the ‘bantus-
tans’ have to be drawn in.
solidly behind the vanguard
of class conscious workers.

Those only recently
aroused to political life, and
the millions more still to be
awakened, because of their
objective, material condi-
tions, will respond most
readily to a combination of
democratic, immediate eco-
nomic, transitional and
socialist demands. The en-
tire proletariat must be
armed with a transitional
programme for socialist re-
volution!

Only a Bolshevik
Party can
guarantee the
Permanent
Revolution!!

HISTORY is littered with
aborted revolutions: with
pseudo-revolutions that have
installed ‘popular’ Bonapar-
tist regimes; with half-
revolutions that have given
birth to deformed workers’
states.

These are the practical
consequences of Stalinism
and the policy of socialism-
in-one-country. These are
the bitter fruits of the
attempted liquidation of re-
volutionary Marxism.

We stand irreconcilably
opposed to the notion prop-
agated by the Pabloite re-
visionists that the perma-
nent character of the revolu
tion ensures that, regardless
of their initial political-
ideological character, the
leading organisations will in-
evitably become ‘radical-
ised’ and their leaderships
ultimately be transformed
into consistent revolutionary
Marxists.

This anti-Marxist position
is in fact shared by none
other than the SACP, which
argues: ‘Revolutionaries
like Fidel Castro, Samora
Machel, and Amilcar Cab-
ral, to name just a few (no
doubt Nelson Mandela and
Oliver Tambo will in due
course be added to the list),
began as revolutionary
democrats and moved to a
position of scientific
socialism.’

We call on all revolution-
ary fighters to unmask the
fake Marxists. Your task is
to fight for a permanent re-
volution, for the dictatorship
of the proletariat and soviet
power, to become consistent
Internationalists and fight
for the world revolution.
Heed Trotsky’s words:

‘For successful solution of
all these tasks, three condi-
tions are required: a party,
once more a party, again a
party!’ (our emphasis).
Fight for:
® Permanent Revolution!

@ A South African workers’
republic!

@® A federation of southern
African workers’ states!

@ A Bolshevik party! o
@ A re-organised Fourth In-
ternational!




WHATEVER else it was
about, the Jeffrey Archer
‘libel case was primarily
about harlotry: people
selling themselves to
other people, or to the
state.

Not, like most of us, selling
their labour power but their
bodies, or their honour, or
their brains, or their pens, or
their forensic eloquence.

And, above all, selling their
loyalty, which in this sick society
is a commodity like everything
else.

Of the bevy of harlots who play-
ed their various grubby parts in
that courtroom theatre during
those three weeks, the prostitute
woman Monica Coghlan was the
only female, and the only victim.

This child of the inner city was
streetwise before puberty, sent to
Borstal more than once, sexually
attacked in her teens, and con-
victed for soliciting in Manches-
ter more than 20 times from the
age of 18.

On one occasion those God-
fearing Manchester magistrates,
in a spasm of street-sweeping,
swept her off their streets — and
into jail — for six months.

At 36, with a three-year-old
child to bring up, she proved easy
prey for the ‘News of the World’,
which paid her a mere £6,000 for
her part in the entrapment of

_Jeffrey Archer. By their normal
standards, they got her dirt-
cheap.

For six weeks they owned her,
body and soul. While her child
was left with relatives or neigh-
bours, they shipped her round a
series of hotels in Blackpool,
Stockport, Manchester, London,
Spain, and Tunisia.

A ‘News of the World’ watchdog
slept in her room at night, to stop
her being snatched from under
their noses by a rival newspaper.

Despite her participation in the
‘News of the World’ scam, Cogh-
lan was the most innocent, the
most vulnerable, the least un-
savoury, the least contemptible of
the lot of them.

She is the only one who de-
serves pity. But not only pity. She
deserves also our incandescent
rage on her behalf. For the gutter
press made more degrading use
of her than the most neurotic of
her clients.

Jeffrey Archer deserves neith-
er pity nor congratulations, but
contempt.- He’s a glib salesman
who came unstuck. His character
was summed up long ago by one

PERSONAIL COLUMN

The harlot’s cry

of the Beatles, who said of him:
‘That guy, he’d bottle your pee
and sell it for £5.

Good too at selling himself, he
sold himself to Margaret Thatch-
er in her hour of need. Then,
through the cowardice that fatal-
ly flaws the character of so many
Tories on the make, he blew it.

It’s worth remembering what
the Tory Party deputy chair-
manship entailed: marketing this
anti-working-class government
just like a commercial product —
soapflakes, say, or barely-literate
bestsellers. And, of course, fund-
raising for the Tories.

‘Get the right ingredients,
sweetie,’ Archer used to say, ‘and
you can raise money for your
local traffic warden.’

Though he’s unlikely to get his
job back, Archer — whose person-
al fortune is estimated at £10
million at least — is still a mem-
ber of the ruling-class network.

One of his closest friends is
another of Thatcher’s broken-
backed henchmen, Cecil Parkin-
son, now in favour again after a
decent spell in purgatory.

Archer has many other influen-
tial friends, both inside and out-
side the Tory Party. The Lord
Chancellor attended his victory
celebrations, as did Dr David
Owen and his wife, the latter
being Archer’s literary agent.

The would-be scandalmonger
Aziz Kurtha need not detain us
long. He emerged as a failure at
everything he sets his hand to: a
seedy gambler who botched his
one big chance. Much more signi-
ficant are the journalists, editors,
and newspaper proprietors, who
emerged as whores and panders
of the most sordid kind. -

The tabloid journalists prosti-
tute their pens; their editors
prostitute their consciences; their
proprietors are more shameless
and ruthless in their pursuit of
wealth than a legion of pimps —
and, unlike pimps and street-
walkers, they don’t have to share
their profits with the Vice Squad.

If the Archer case did nothing
else, it gave us a rare insight into
the inner workings of this dung-
factory that poses as a free press.

Every society, it is said, gets
the press it deserves; British
capitalism and the British gutter
press go together like rotten meat
and maggots.

Barristers too, like journalists,
sell themselves, and the two lead-
ing advocates in the Archer case
both have illuminating records in
this respect.

The mouthpiece of the ‘Star’,
Michael Hill, sold himself to the
government some years ago when

he secured the convictions of the
Guildford prisoners, now known
to be innocent of the crime for
which he got them into jail.

Archer’s mouthpiece, Robert
Alexander, likewise sold himself
to the government when it was
seeking, successfully, to outlaw
trade unions at the GCHQ spying
centre.

Hill is said to have been paid
£20,000 merely to take his brief in
the Archer case. Alexander prob-
ably got a bigger retainer still.
Each received a ‘refresher’ of
£1,500 per day.

In other words, each of these
two barristers earned a cool
£42,000 or thereabouts, for just
three weeks’ work (of five none
too arduous days per week).

To earn such a sum would take
a waitress or a shop check-out
operator about ten years, a hos-
pital porter about six years, a
miner on the coal face roughly
four years, a Monica Coghlan
somewhat over six months.

Mr Justice Caulfield’s sum-
ming-up was widely seen as
heavily weighted in Archer’s
favour. And to this end it fairly

‘bristled with what he himself,

when challenged, frankly admit-
ted were ‘mistakes and inaccur-
acies’.

The judge, who is due to retire
at the end of next year, muddled
the evidence given by different
witnesses and confused certain
evidence with assertions made by
counsel.

As a drop of pond water, under
the microscope, reveals all kinds
of bizarre creatures, so the
Archer case has thrown a bright
light on the denizens of the top
layer of Thatcher’s Britain.

Multi-millionaires, seedy infor-
mers, pressmen with the ethics of
carrion crows, unscrupulous
press barons, venal barristers,
bewigged puppets of the state: we
have been witnessing a strange,
exotic world far removed from
the daily reality that millions of
working and unemployed people
in our country have to endure.

The whore and gambler, by the

state

Licensed, buiid that nation’s fate.

The harlot’s cry from street to street

Shall weave Old England’s winding

sheet.

So wrote William Blake at the
beginning of the 19th century.
Less than 200 years later the
winding sheet is almost finished;
the society it shrouds, though not
yet dead, is decomposing.

And the stink that comes off this
decaying society, at the top of the
heap, could hardly be called frag-
rant. In fact, it makes you want to
hold your nose.
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Workers Revolutionary Party

London Public Lectures

Every Friday, 7.30p.m.
Duke of York, York Way, N1
near Kings Cross Station
July 24: Trotskyism and Revisonism
July 31: Introduction to Marxist Philosophy (1)
August 7: Introduction to Marxist Philosophy 2

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF SOLIDARITY

GLASGOW
Saturday 22 August
9.45a.m. Assemble at Craigendmuir Street, Blackhill
10a.m. March to Royston
10.45a.m. Rally.

Speakers from: Sinn Fein; Pan Africanist Congress; Kashmiri Independence
Movement; Campaign Against Repression in iran; Republican Prisoners
Committee
@ Britain out of Ireland!

@ Down with British Imperialism!
@ Support all struggies for national liberation and socialism!

Organised by Republican Bands Alliance and Clydeside Troops Out
Movement
All banners welcome!

£5,000 Special Fund

IN SO FAR: £2,208.90
The Workers Revolutionary Party Special Fund has hardly
moved again.
The important work in progress preparing for the forthcom-
ing Conference to reorganise the Fourth International needs
every penny that can be raised for it to go ahead successful-
ly without interruption.
We urge every reader to give this appeal the closest
attention.

@ PLEASE send donations without delay to: WRP Special
Fund, PO Box 735, London SW9 7QS

WORKERS PRESS JULY FUND

In so far: £1,068.63
The Editorial Board of Workers Press appeals to all readers
and supporters:
& Push up the delivery total of Workers Press in your area
W Introduce the paper to your friends and workmates
B Expand the monthly fund
Increased sales of Workers Press help to pay for the overall
cost of its production. Use it to recruit new members to our
Party. We are trying to reach as wide a cross-section of
workers as possible in the pages of our press.
Please send donations urgently to: Workers Press, PO Box
735, London SW9 7QS

HUNGARIAN
TRAGEDY

week for organisations in the
labour movement. Please
send details to arrive by mid-
day Monday for publication
the following Thursday.

FREE MORDECHAI VANUNU!
Meet Meir Vanunu, brother of
kidnapped nuclear scientist.
Sunday, 2 August, 7.45p.m.
Organised by Jewish Socialists’
Gro::p. DPU, 9 Endsleigh Gdns

WC1.

CAMPAIGN AGAINST POLICE
REPRESSION (CAPR) Weekly
planning meetings every Tues-
day at 7.30p.m. Stoke Newing-
ton Community Centre, Leswin
Road, N16. All welcome. Con-
tact: Box CAPR, 83 Blackstock
Road, N4 (01-991 2938.)
BRING BACK VICTORIA WIL-
LIAMS! Campaign meetings,
second and fourth Wednes-
days of every month, 7.30p m,
UCA, Acton Technical Coliege,
Mill Hill Road. W3.

GREENHAM COMMON
WOMEN’S CAMP To all women
— we are still here; we still need
your support! Near Newbury,
Exit 13 on M4, or BR Newbury,
Berkshire.

VIRAJ MENDIS LONDON SUP-
PORT GROUP Downjng Street
Protest every Monday, 6p.m.-
7p.m. (Westminster/Charing
Cross tubes.) Weekly organisa-
tional meetings take place after
the picket.

SUMMER FESTIVAL AGAINST
RACISM Finsbury Park, Sun-
day 2 August, 12 noon - 9p.m.
Acts include Jazz Warriors
(featuring Courtney Pine); Salsa
exponents Ei Sonido de Lon-
dres; leading African band Taxi
Pata Pata; Reggae star Winston
Reedy; Jazz-funk group Gail-
force; Hank Wangford, Orches-
tra Jazira, Chynaé.Masti and
many others.

- REVOLUTIONARY

WORKERS I
PARTY

Please send me information about the Workers Re-
volutionary Party.

Name........ccocorinviinreeeees date........ccoveivveeeeecveeees
AAIESS ..ot e e ee e enenes
Trade Union..........cc......... Age (ifunder21)......ccccovrrceeen
SEND TO:

Secretary to the Central Committee

PO Box 735, London SW9
7QS

The Hungarian revolution of 1956 and its brutal suppression
by Russian tanks was a watershed in the history of
socialism.

In October 1956 Peter Fryer was sent to cover these events
for the Daily Worker. He reported what he saw — only to
have his despatches suppressed and to be suspended and
then expelled from the Communist Party.

He saw people in arms demolish a regime of fear and
poverty and take power in their own hands. He saw security
police atrocities — and the people’s terrible revenge.

Then he watched appalled as a nation’s new-born freedom
was relentlessly crushed. -

ISBN: 0 86151 072 6 Price (£2.85

"New Park Publications Ltd.
10-12 Atlantic Road, London SW9 8HY
01-274-8342

¥
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Growingup
and getting
angry

Beer In The Snooker Club. By Waguih Ghali.
Serpents Tail. £4.95

‘IMAGINE being a member of a club where
middle-aged people play croquet. This ease; this
glide from one place to another; the crispy notes in
crocodile wallets; the elegant women floating here
and there . .

‘The strange thing about this club is that in the
early days of the revolution, it was condemned as
a symbol of exploitation and was taken over by a
committee or something like that. Well, all the
members are still members, with a few additional

et e

of the De Beers compound, c.1894

South Africa’s City of Diamonds: Mine
Workers and Monopoly Capitalism in
Kimberley, 1867-1895. By Wiiliam H. Wor-
ger. Yale University Press. £25.

WELL before the discovery of gold, the
rise of the Kimberley diamond industry in

Brixton London W1F 1HJ

the last three decades of the 19th century  tory from the rush of thousands of pros-

transformed South Africa, establishing a  pecYors in the 1860s 1o the consiruction At £25 this book is inaccessible to Lorgogﬁvgg o 01-636 3532

relatively huge urban community in the of a monopoly enterprise by Cecil most. Read it in your local library. - L

middle of the subcontinent which
brought back British imperialists and
their capital.

Thus began the most distinctive fea-
ture of South African society: migrant
black labour moving between impover-
ished rural homes and the urban work-
rlace, subject to racially discriminatory
egal practices.

The book examines Kimberley’s his-

ABOVE: Jacket illustration — the diamond diggings, 1872, from ‘lllustrated London News’. BELOW: Inmates

Rhodes and De Beers Consolidated
Mines in the 1880s and 1890s, with its
large-scale organisation of diamond min-
ing, the subjugation of rural black
societies to the industry’s demands and
the use of law to establish a prison-like
community for blacks — and the
crushing of opposition by white miners,
mainly immigrants from Cornwall and
Cumberland.

military members.’

‘Ram’, an Egyptian
who grew up with the ex-
citement of national
struggle in the 1950s, is
not one of the impover-
ished fellaheen, or ex-
ploited textile workers.
As he says of his place in
the university faculty of
medicine:

‘I was one of the pri-
vileged; I had strings to pull.
Not that I bothered to pull
them; my mother, or one of
my aunts, must have pulled
one from the dangling
assortment within her reach.
I became: ““Il faut la méde-
cine, ma chére.” ’

Even the Arabic language
of the common masses was
too low-bred for this class.

He gets involved, along
with the other students, even
helping with a bomb which
kills the police chief; but
affects not to take politics,
including his own, too
seriously.

‘I don’t remember which
party I voted for, but we
were given whisky and
salted peanuts, after which
we were taken in Cadillacs to
vote with our thumbs

- none of us was of voting
age.’

_This is a pose, of course. In
his comfortable home, he lis-
tens to relatives telling a
rich uncle from the country
that he should exploit the
fellaheen harder.

At a party, he meets Edna,
with whom he discusses
literature and hears about
police brutality and torture
of communists.

Ram is disgusted by his
own class at the same time
as he enjoys its privileges.
He welcomes the Egyptian
Revolution, but sees through
the new bourgeoisie — the
officers — too.

He admires the socialist
intellectual who is an ex-
political prisoner, and would
like to be like him, he says.
Not to actually go to prison,
he hastens to explain, but to
be an ex-prisoner!

Ram goes to Europe to
imbibe culture, and learns to
drink beer in pubs, and play
pitch-and-toss with Irish
labourers. Later, he will
drink with his fellow-
sophisticate who has a
snooker club in Cairo and
discuss British Labour poli-
tics. -

In London, he encounters a
middle-class leftish family;
and Steve, the British squad-
die who keeps on about
‘wogs’; and the politer, offic-
er-class racists of Kensing-
ton; and Vince, in Kilburn,
who has a go at him, over a
pint, about the starving fella-
heen and his rich relatives.

He replies, what about
Vince’s ‘rich relatives’, who
have fleeced the colonial
peoples?

‘You know all about the

|CLOSING DOWN
SALE

Paperbacks Centre

389 Green Street
Upton Park
London E13

MANY BOOKS HALF PRICE
BARGAINS IN ALL CATEGORIES
CHILDREN'’S, SPORT, NOVELS

SPECIAL SALE OF POLITICAL AND
HISTORICAL BOOKS AND RARE ITEMS
FROM THE TROTSKYIST ARCHIVES
Sale ends 29 August

The other London shops will remain open

Paperbacks Centre

10-12 Atlantic Road 28 Charlotte Street




Jackie Morris’s cover illustration for the Serpent’s Tail edition
of ‘Beer in the Snooker Club’ by Waguih Ghali

Egyptian fellah, do you? Do
you know anything of the
natives in Kenya? In
Rhodesia? in Aden? And
worst of all, perhaps in South
Africa?

‘Or are you going to tell me
South Africa doesn’t belong
to your rich relatives? It
does. If your rich relatives
weren’t so happy doing busi-
ness with those filthy rich
there, they would have been
scared to flog defenceless
black women.’

They become good mates.
And as Ram notes in pa-
rentheses: ‘He turned out to
be the only one amongst all
those I met in England who
continued to be my friend
when I was penniless and in
trouble.’

First published in 1964,
‘Beer In The Snooker Club’
has been described as ‘one of
the best novels about Egypt
ever written’. It must also be
one of the best novels about a
young man growing up, get-
ting angry, making love, and
learning about the world.

Its humour and satire,

.with sad undertones, but

never sour, you must taste
and enjoy.

I MET Ram — or at any
rate, Waguih Ghali —
back in 1968 on a demon-
stration outside the
Israeli embassy. We used
to meet for a drink now
and then and discuss Mid-
dle East politics.

He was scraping a preca-
rious living from a bit of
office work in Germany, a
bit of translation here and
there. The Egyptian govern-
ment had taken away his
passport, the Israelis had
terminated his stay by boot-
ing him out as ‘a spy’. The
British government would
not give him a work permit.

A qualified doctor, with
several languages, he was
asking me about casual
kitchen work.

The last time I saw him, he
was telling me about a visi-
tor who had come to see him
from Beirut, offering well-
paid employment. They
wanted him to tour Arab
capitals lecturing — against
the Nasser regime. Waguih
had told his visitor that he
would only do this if he was
free to denounce the much
more reactionary regimes in
countries he would tour.

In the ensuing heated dis-
cussion, Waguih had men-

tioned the plight of the °

Palestinians, and the visitor
— who turned out to repre-
sent the biggest newspaper-
group in Lebanon — had
sneered at his concern, re-
marking to the effect that
the Palestinians ‘could go to
hell’.

‘If only I'd had a tape re-
corder’, Waguih said, ‘if only
I could expose these bas-
tards . . . ’ For once, he did
not mind showing his anger.
But what could he do? That
was eight years before the
Lebanon civil war when the
right-wing bourgeoisie,
whose hatred Waguih had
heard, tried to put the
Palestinians in hell.

I left London at the end of
1968 to go on a college
course. There was some
doubt whether I'd get a
grant.

Waguih, with all his own
problems, anxiously started
working out ways of raising
cash, so as to encourage me
to take the opportunity. As it
happens, I was able to write
and reassure him things had
worked out OK.

We lost touch. About a
year later, running into
another friend, I asked
casually how Waguih was
getting on. ‘Didn’t you
hear?’ Apparently, at some
point, the lonely exile, state-
less and jobless, and maybe
without much hope, had
committed suicide.

‘Of course, he was a man-
ic-depressive, you know.’
No, I didn’t. Nor about other
problems, which I believe
Diane Athill has written ab-
out. (‘After A Funeral’,
Cape, 1986).

All I knew, from my brief
acquaintance, was that
Waguih Ghali was a bloody
good bloke, with whom I'd
discussed ideas and what we
could do about them, who’d
written a good book, and who
was getting kicked around
by bureaucrats and govern-
ments, but could still make
jokes about it.

Reading ‘Beer In The
Snooker Club’ again after all
these years, I found myself
still grinning and chuckling
at the humour, even though
mor: corscious - .ow - of the
sadness in it. ~

I’'m glad someone has
brought the book back, even
if they can’t bring back the
author. I'm sad Waguih
didn't live to see some poli-
tical developments which we
only dreamt of. But I hope
you’ll just enjoy ‘Beer in the
Snooker Club... . . .. . ...

Charlie Pottins

Managua, Nicaragua: The student elec-
tions are considered by every observer
of revolutionary Nicaragua to be one of
the most important indicators of the
directions the political winds are blow-

ing.

On 6 and 7 July the vote for the president of the
national union of students (UNEN) revealed a
new surge to the left among the nation’s youth.

The far left candidate,
Luis Quinperos Bonilla of
the Partido Revolu-
cionario de los Trabaja-
dores (PRT — Revolu-
tionary Workers Party)
the Trotskyist Party in
Nicaragua, received 3,079
votes or 23.5 per cent of
the 13,105 votes cast.

The FSLN candidate,
Napoleon Lopez, received
7,724 votes, (58 per cent); and
the candidate of the Marxist-
Leninist Party (PML) 635
votes, (4.8 per cent).

About 1,000 students ab-
stained, and 651 ballots were
- declared void. According to
UNEN, 85 per cent of stu-
dents participated in the
elections.

The PRT candidate cam-
paigned on a revolutionary
platform centred on the call
for the military defeat of the
Contras, and the extension of
the revolutionary process to-
wards socialism.

The programme included
a demand for the expansion
of the universities’ budget

taxing the bourgeoisie and
ending- payments of the
national debt of Nicaragua.

The Trotskyists included
in their platform the need to
abolish the academic rules
which effectively prohibit
many working class students
from attending their univer-
sities, called for university
autonomy, and demanded
that the dean of the universi-

weary of conversation by
10.30p.m. on Saturday,
or you don’t have a good
book to get stuck into, try
Don Siegal’s Two Mules
for Sister Sara on ITV.
It’'s the best of a thin
evening.

On Sunday, there is some-
thing to choose from and Pe-
ter the Great starring Vanes-
sa Redgrave et al. is de-
finitely not included. At
3.30p.m. (Radio 4), for exam-
ple, Epitaph for Elvin, could
make fascinating listening.

At S5p.m. (ITV), Turning
the Tide deals with The
Great Gene Robbery, a sub-
ject of burning interest to
food growers all over the
world, even though many of
them do not recognise its
importance yet.

At 6p.m. (Radio 3), the
legendary Fritz Kreisler
plays Beethoven’s violin
Concerto in D, a recording
made in 1926.

At 7.15p.m. (C4), episode 9
of The Struggles for Poland.
At 7.45p.m. (BBC2), Ice,
Wind and Fire, the first of
three award-winning
documentaries about wild-
life in the South American
Andes under the general
geading: Flight of the Con-

or.

At 9.15p.m. (BBC1), the fin-

biography of the American
author. At 10.10p.m.(BBC2),

through expropriating and.

IF YOU are genuinely -

al part of Hemingway, a

[ BY LEON PEREZ ]

ty be elected rather than
appointed.

In the Central American
University, the PRT candi-
date obtained 31.9 per cent of
the votes; at Isca (the Agri-
cultural College) 33.8 per
cent, and in the College for
Accountants lost to the
FSLN candidate by only 5

votes.

In the school of economics
the PRT candidate received
29 per cent of the votes. Even
at the University of Leon, the
stronghold of the FSLN, the
Trotskyist candidate polled
19 per cent of the votes.

Nicaraguan Students,
part of the
revolutionary
vanguard

UNIVERSITY students have
always been in the forefront
of the revolutionary process.
Most of the leaders and
cadres of the FSLN came out
of the student movement;
many of the combatants in
the civil war that overthrew
Somoza’s national guard
were university students.

Until now the political
leadership of the nation’s
students was considered to
be a virtual monopoly of the
FSLN.

The strong showing of the
PRT in these elections indi-
cates a powerful new tenden-
cy among the country’s
youth — to realign them-

the first in a season of-fea-
ture films from New Zea-
land, Utu, is set in the late
19th century, a period of bit-
ter strife between the col-
onising soldiery and the
peaceful native Maori’s. At
10.15 (C4), John Huston’s ex-
cellent The Man Who Would
Be King.

On Monday, at 7.30p.m.
(BBC2), Schoenberg’s ‘Gur-
relieder* conducted by Pier-

drama ‘The
Channel Four

Sean Connery and Michael Caine in John Huston’s comedy-
lan Who Would Be King’, Sunday at 10.15p.m. on

selves to the left of the Sandi-
nistas.

Another indication of this
shift is that the Christian
Popular Party, a bourgeois
ogposition party failed to
obtain the required number
of signatures to place its
candidate on the ballot for
this election.

Hoping to avert a strong
showing by the PRT, the
FSLN allowed the PML Mar-
xist-Leninist Party’s candi-
date to appear on the ballot,
even though the PML had
failed to obtain the number
of signatures required.

The FSLN gave the PML
press and video coverage
that was withheld from the
Trotskyist candidate. As the
vote revealed, their success
in this effort was very li-
mited.

Prior to-the election itself,
the PRT fought against the
restrictions the FSLN tried
to impose on the election pro-
cess.

Together with other
opposition candidates they
demanded that the number
of signatures required by a
candidate to appear on the
ballot be reduced from the
9,000 signatures demanded
by the FSLN.

The number was reduced

to 3,000, still 20 per cent of all .

the university students.
When the PML and the
‘independent’ candidates
failed to obtain the neces-
sary 3,000 signatures, the

PRT demanded that the .

candidate appear on the bal-
lot anyway.

THE importance of the votes
received by the Trotskyist
candidate was not lost on the
FSLN which called
emergency meetings of San-
dinista youth at the universi-
ties immediately after the
elections.

The youth were harshly
criticised at these meetings
for their ‘method of work’ —
but not for their programme,

ROBSON'S CHOICE

Te Boulez in Live from the

Proms. At 8.30p.m. (ITV),
Manor People offers a close-
up view of life on a council
estate where ‘unemploy-
ment, poverty and rotten
houses have taken their toll’.
If you are suffering from
under-stimulation, try
Richard Fleischer’s thriller
Blind Terror at 10.30p.m.
ITV).

On Trwsday, at 9p.m.

Students move

left

which after all is the prog-
ramme of the Sandinistas.

No doubt the bureaucratic
‘method of work’ in the way
the Sandinistas organised
the elections contributed to
the diminution of their sup-

rt, but far more important
in the election results is the
growing shift to the left of
the nation’s youth.

That shift is also reflected
in the students’ support for
sterner measures to defeat
the Contras than those car-
ried out by the Sandinistas
with a ?olitxcal line of ‘mod-
eration’ and ‘negotiated poli-
tical settlement’.

There is growing student
support for more radical me-
asures to advance the social
process in the country.

This undoubtedly has con-
founded the United States
who have orchestrated the
siege of revolutionary Nicar-
agua in the hope that the
hardship caused by the Con-
tras and the economic block-
ade, together with the poli-
tical confusion sown by their
diplomatic efforts, would
lead to a shift to the right
among the politically active
youth. Instead, they are
shifting to the left.

The PRT is also active in
the labour movement, where
its members occupy impor-
tant positions in the unions,

“and in the army and militias

where PRT members fight
against the Contra merce-
naries.

The PRT, despite the very
difficult economic situation
in Nicaragua, publishes a
regular fortnightly newspap-
er, ‘El Socialista’, which is
widely read among the na-
tion’s working class and
youth.

(BBC2), a thoroughly enter-
taining RKO thriller
directed by Edward Dym-
tryk, Crossfire.

At 9.25p.m. (Radio 3),
George Buchner’'s Woyzeck.
(Buchner’s work represents
a reaction against the
romanticism of Schiller and
Goethe. It paved the way for
the naturalistic drama of the
1880s and the expressionist
theatre of the 1920s. Buchner
died in 1837). At 10.50p.m.
(C4), a portait of Art Blakey
in Sounds of Surprise.

On Wednesday, a treat
for the children on BBC1 at
1.50p.m., Francis Ford Cop-
pola’s Finian’s Rainbow. At
11.30p.m.(ITV), Marilyn
Monroe in Gentlemen Prefer
Blondes.

Thursday belongs to
Channel Four. At 2.30p.m.
The Adventures of Tom
Sawyer. At 3.55p.m. a
beautiful short by the master
animator Norman McLaren,
Pas de Deux.

At 10.35p.m. Emile de
Antonio’s Underground, a
documentary portrait of the
radical group of the seven-
ties' known as the Weather
Underground Organisation.

On Friday, at 11.35p.m.
(BBC1), Neil Simon’s witty
and sentimental The Good-
bye Girl. Starting at
11.55p.m. (BBC2), Richard
Fleischer’s taut thriller The
Narrow Margin.

TOM SCOTT ROBSON
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Kinnock
must
speak!

©® FROM PAGE ONE

It is also from this time
that ‘Ted Short’s’ forged
Swiss bank account origin-
ated. Although Wallace did
not know the source of this
particular forgery, he said
that they were producing
forged bank accounts for
Clockwork Orange Two.

Wallace produced a forged
pamphlet supposedly writ-
ten Dennis Healey, who
was defence minister at the
time, Tony Benn and Stan
Orme. It was for sale in
America and said what a

-good job the North Viet-

namese were doing in their
war against American im-
perialism.

Wallace refused to use the
material without political
clearance. He claims he was
‘set up’ by MI5 and removed
From his job.

His cover was then blown
and he had to leave Ireland
for his own safety.

In England he contacted
Rolard Moyle, MP for
Lewisham East and Labour
Junior Minister for the
Northern Ireland Office.
Moyle said that he had
looked into it and s2id that
ahere was nothing he could

0.

In fact what he had done
was to go to Merlyn Ree —
who told him to take it up

with the appropriate author-
ities, i.e MI5.

‘I then hired a QC and
asked him to go to the MoD,’
Wallace said. ‘I wanted to
know whether the cover-up

“was low-level or official.

‘The MoD refused to talk
to him.

‘I wrote to Wilson in July
1977, but nothing came of it,
so I tried to get the matter
raised in the press.

‘The ‘“‘Sunday Times” did
a piece. Shortly after I was
visited by the local Special
Branch, who claimed I had a
stolen pistol in my posses-
sion.

‘My firearm file had mys-
teriously gone missing from
the RUC but luckily I had
paid for the gun by cheque
and was able to prove it.

‘Shortly after that I was
facing a murder charge.’

Wallace believes that he
served six years in jail be-
cause of manipulation of the
police, judiciary and press —
a job he says the security
forces would have found
very simple.

‘This very conveniently
kept me out of circulation
while the cover-up of the
Kingora Boys Home child
abuse scandal was being in-
vestigated.’ .

Wallace says the Kincora

WORKERS
PRESS

WORKERS PRESS leads the fight for Trotskyism
and Marxist principles in the labour and trade union
movement nationally and internationally.

' The most reliable way to get your copy of WORKERS

PRESS, is by post.

You can have WORKERS PRESS delivered for 25p

per week.

POSTAL
SUBSCRIPTION

Prompt, regular, reliable — anywhere in the world!
INLAND: 10 issues £4, 50 issues £19

Overseas SURFACE: 10 issues £5. 50 issues £24

EUROPE inc Eire: 10 issues £5.30. 50 issues £25 50

AlIR: Near East: 10 issues £5.50. 50 issues £26.50
Americas, Asia, Africa: 10 issues £6.10. 50 issues £30
Far East, Australia: 10 issues £6.60. 50 issues £32

Name .......

Address .

BSOS Enciosed £

Send to: WORKERS PRESS. PO Box, 735, London SW9 7QS

SR OHDN DAVIDRTENL MR

HOU A OF COMMUNY

remains unanswered

Boys Home in the north of
Ireland was under surveill-
ance by MI5 who were hop-
ing to use it for blackmail
purposes; he wrote a report
and leaked it to the press.

‘When it finally blew in
1980 I was not able to give
evidence to the inquiry.

‘The same officer who put
me away was given respon-
sibility for the Kincora in-
quiry.

‘What really sickens me is
that there has been so much
outcry about child abuse, ab-
out'what social' workers have
or have no. done, but for 20
years kids in care in that
home and five others have
been abused by staff. One
was murdered and another
commited suicide.

‘The security services
used that situation. Nobody
over here has shown the
slightest interest.’

- "Wallace is campaigning

for an independent inquiry,
and welcomed the Workers
Press call for a labour move-
ment investigation.

He says there are other
members of the security ser-
vices who would speak out.
“The reason they don’t is be-
cause they ask what I have
achieved.

‘You see, although we
have brought the matter to
light, what has the Par-
liamentary Labour Party
done?’

Three letters from Colin Wallace’s files — above:

TOANDUN VRid AR

Mgy Ixt 1RR&G

PERSOHAL FOR:

Westnlaster
o8008
. WY Q&M

Desi Nr Kinnock,

The attached copy of & letter which I have sent Lo the Prime
g & b and the theft of a file balonging
e e ofF “mm;r raylor NP at the House of

I would, howaver, be ao;ig:g?tfux
o for sey help you might be abls to give me to snsure that this

o natter it thoroughly investigated.

to me from the office of Mx
Commots is self-explanatory.

letters from the Alllance leaders and, below: the letter to Neil Kinnnock that

THe Rt Rom YHeil Kinnook MP
The House of Conmms

2ist April 193%

Yours sincerely,

For a labour movement inquiry

THE Workers Press is
calling for a labour-
movement inquiry into
the anti-working class
activities of MI5, and
particularly their des-
tabilisation campaign
against the Labour
government of 1974-
1979. :

We are asking trade un-
ion and Labour Party
branches, trades councils
and other working-class
organisations to pass re-

solutions calling for such
an inquiry.

We are asking both orga-
nisations and individuals to
agree to sponsor such an in-
quiry.

In this week’s issue we
carry details of the MI5’s
activities, including an inter-
view with former army in-
telligence officer Colin Wal-
lace who has made them
public.

Please take this matter up
wherever you can. The fol-
lowing is a model resolution:
This branch/trades council
......... notes the re-
velations of the secret, illeg-
al and anti-working class

activities of MI5, particu-
larly:

® The operation to destabil-
ise the Labour government
of 1974-79;

® The large number of
sectarian murders in the
north and south of Ireland
alleged to be part of this
operation;

® The subsequent infiltra-
tion and ‘psychological war-
fare’ operations against
trade unions and labour
movement organisations,
which continued during the
miners’ strike, the Wapping
dispute, and continues
today.

_ We note the refusal of

Thatcher’s Tory government
to investigate these matters,
in which it is alleged Tory
politicians were themselves
deeply implicated. Only the
labour movement can be en-
trusted to investigate the
truth.

We call for a labour-
movement inquiry into these
questions; we call on Neil
Kinnock and all Labour and
trade union leaders to spon-
sor such am inquiry.

If you are able to win sup-
port for this campaign,
please let us know. We are
planning to report on it in
Workers Press in the coming
weeks.

Printed and published by_Extrasearch Ltd, PO Box 735, London SW8 7QS.




