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DISCIPLINE

THE massive vote for industrial action
against British Coal’s new disciplinary
code is a powerful blow against those
who said, after the 1984-5 strike, that the
miners were finished.

The big ‘yes’ the recent NUM con-

approved a resolution ference, giving the
from South Wales at miners’ executive pow-

The Workers Revolutionary Party joined an International Day of
Solidarity, with the struggles against imperialism in Ireland and
throughout the world, held in Glasgow last weekend. See back

page.

Lohhy TUC next Nionday

Youth for
Socialism

PUBLIC
MEETING

12:15pm Monday 7th, September
Helmshore Hotel, 28 Charnley Rd,
Blackpool.
Speakers — Tim Perkins — MSC
scheme worker
Jim Bevan — Mid-Glamorgan Dis-
trict Secretary AUEW (in personal

YOUTH FOR SOCIALISM
Lobby the Trades Union Congress

7 September 9a.m.
Winter Gardens, Blackpool

No trade union collaboration with the MSC!
Smash YTS and all other cheap labour schemes!

® For a massive public works programme with union rights
and union rates of pay!

@ For a 30-hour week with no loss of pay!

@ For workers’ control of skill training: a return to the
apprentice system with full rates of pay!

@ Trade unions must recruit unemployed and all scheme workers! capacity)
@ For the unity of unemployed and employed workers! Speaker from Youth For Socialism

South African
miners ballot

South African gold and coal miners look likely to
reject all attempts at a negotiated settlement to end
their 16-day old strike when they go to vote later
tonight. The re-opening of talks by the Chamber of
Mines, which was seen as a climb-down, has proved
unsuccessful in breaking the miners resolve. No offers
had been forthcoming regarding the crucial wages

issue.

BY THE EDITOR |

er to call industrial ac-
tion — probably an
overtime ban 1n the
first instance —
against the new code.

This is the first time since
1974 that all the coalfields
have voted together on a ma-
jor issue; it is also the first
time since then, and since
Scargill took office as presi-
dent, that they have voted
for national industrial ac-
tion.

The lead against the code
was given by Frickley min-
ers who, in defiance of the
Yorkshire area executive,
staged a strike last month
and stopped ten other pits
with flying pickets.

Like the Frickley strike
and the conference decision
against six-day working, the
ballot result is a snub to
those forces — the right wing
in the union, the ‘lefts’ an
above all the Stalinists of the
Communist Party — who
have sought to isolate Scar-
gill on the NUM executive
and accept the ‘new reality’
of Thatcher’s tyranny after
the strike. -

This unholy alliance has
made it no secret that the
want to get rid of Scargill,
break up the unity of the
national union, negotiate
area deals and adapt to
plans for privatisation and
streamlined’ exploitation.

Now the miners have
made it clear that they have
other plans in mind: to resist
Thatcher, and new British
Coal chief Sir Robert Has-
lam who masterminded ‘fle-
xibility’ and the break-up of
trade union rights in the
steel industry after the 1981
strike.

Far from isolating Scargill
as British Coal hoped, this
vote strengthens the national
union.

It is not so much a person-
al victory for Scargill as a
expression of the unbroken
capacity of the working class
to struggle.

The miners have taken
their decision in the after-
math of a bitter year-long
strike which virtually every
faint-heart wrote off as a
definitive defeat.

The Workers Revolution-
ary Party insisted that the
miners had lost a battle-but
not the war. By voting for
action against British Coal’s
plans, thousands of miners
who after the strike are still
up to their ears in debts,

unpaid mortgages and HP _
this

have proved very point.

What is at stake is not
wages but conditions fought
for in the mines before and
throughout the period of
nationalisation.

The NUM is demanding
that British Coal’s new prop-

MINERS REJECT
CODE

osed ‘code of conduct’ is
withdrawn while a joint
working party discusses it.
In particular the union is
insisting on:

@® The right of members to

be represented at disciplin-

ary proceedings by officials
of their choice. The board
are saying that they will vet
representatives — some of
which are NUM pit officials
sacked for their part in the
1984-5 strike.

@® A disciplinary procedure
which lasts for no more than
14 days.

@® The appointment of inde-
pendent appeals procedure
iIn each area.

British Coal faces the fier-
cest opposition to a section of
the new code which would
give them the right to disci-
pline miners for offences
committed away from the
workplace — even if it is not
proved in a court of law that
the offence was committed.
They are thus attempting to
put down on paper the policy
they adopted during the
strike — of sacking miners
for alleged, unproven ‘off-
ences’ carried out on picket
lines or in villages many
miles from their workplaces.

British Coal say the prop-
osed code gives miners more
rights than the code which

overns the NUM’s internal

iscipline. But in the NUM,
lay members are elected to
disciplinary and appeals
committees: thus miners
are ‘tried by their peers’ if
accused of scabbing or other
anti-union offences.

Would British Coal allow
miners’ committees to de-
cide on disciplinary cases in
the pits? This demand
should be raised in opposi-
tion to the new code.

With nationalisation in
1947, miners’ hopes of con-
trolling their own industry
were raised — but workers’
control was never part of
nationalisation. Working
conditions and other ques-
tions were often settled by
compromise between union
officials and ‘benevolent’
managers.

With Macgregor, benevo-
lence and compromise went
out of the window and the
1984-5 strike ensued. With
Haslam, aided by right-wing
forces in the union, the
Tories are cracking down on
conditions.

Every miner who voted
for industrial action against
the new disciplinary code
has struck a powerful blow
against these plans.

__The vote reinforces our

conviction that conditions
exist to build a new revolu-
tionary leadership in the
working class.

® See ‘Nationalisation: The
dream or the nightmare?’ —

page 12




RUDOLPH
HESS

T —

THE CEMETERY where Rudolph Hess, Hitler's former

" deputy, was to have been buried attracted large

numbers of sympathisers wanting to pay their iast

respects to the 93 year-old fascist. Die-hard fascists .
from the Hitler period as well as those of more recent

vintage — including a British contingent — journeyed
to the village of Wunsiedel to mourn the death of this
butcher of millions. |

If nothing else, this fact alone signifies the claim that
the Second World War was the ‘war to end fascism’ is
as bogus as the claim that the First World War was the

‘war to end all wars’. While capitalism survives the

- danger of fascism will remain.

it was the lie of Stalinism, together with social
democracy, that the last world war was one of
‘totalitarianism’ against ‘democracy’. |

Fascism — the unbridled, violent rule of capital
which strips away all rights from the working class —

and parliamentary democracy are two forms of

bourgeois rule. Marxists do not of course conflate
these two forms of rule. But we recognise that the one
grows out of the other.

In times of relative class peace the capitalist class is
willing to maintain its rule through parliamentary

institutions. in times of acute crisis such forms are

abandoned. They are replaced by police-military rule
which unleashes a reign of terror against the working
class. The aim of such rule is to atomise the working

“class and, through murder. imprisonment and torture 10

behead it of its leadership.

Fascism is a product of imperialism. the stage
capitalism reached at the beginning of the present

century. For Marxists imperialism represents the epoch -

of capitalist decay in which the productive forces have
historically outgrown the capitalist relations of produc-
tion. !

Eventually, capitalism is no longer able to rule in the
old way. In acute crises, it does not make way
peacefully for the working class, but turns to fascism.
This represents an organic need, and is not the product
of ‘irrationality’ or ‘mad men’ of the Hitler type, as
bourgeois ideology pretends. «

In the twentieth century, America emerged as the
richest capitalist power extracting enormous super-

profits from the rest of the world. Although experienc-

ing chronic decline, British imperialism still remained a

" mighty force in the 1930s with a vast empire ‘on which

the sun never set and wages never rose'.

Sections of the British ruling class .certainly toyed
with the idea of financing a big fascist movement in the
1930s. But given their wealth and the complicity of the
Stalinist and labour leaders, they found that this was
unecessary and would-be British Hitlers such as
Oswald Mosley were ditched. S

“Germany was in a quite different state. Stripped of
her colonies by the Versailles Treaty after the First
World War and forced to pay unbearable reparations
payments to the victorious capitalists, France especial-
ly, by the early 1930s she found herself in acute
economic social and political distress. Hitler repre-
sented the way out for the German capitalist class.

But on Hess’s death we should not forget that the
victory of Hitler would have been impossible without
the crimes of Stalinism. it was Stalin’s ‘social fascism’
formula — social democrats, both leaders and mem-
bers, were denounced as social fascists — which split
the working class and allowed the Nazis to come 1o

power in 1933.

After this disaster Stalinism swung to its Popular
Front policy in which an unholy alliance of ‘anti-fascist
forces’, including sections of the petty bourgeois and
bourgeoisie, was sought, and the independence of the
working class suppressed.

The Spanish Revolution was betrayed, and fascism
won. Failing to win the Western imperialists to ‘collec-
tive security’, Stalin turned to the infamous 1939
Nazi-Soviet pact, which helped Hitler take Poland and
prepare for the invasion of the Soviet Union.

Fascism cannot be stopped by trying to appease its
godfathers, the capitalists. Only a working class jealously
guarding its ctass consciousness, political independence and
strength can ensure that fascism does not pass.

Only the successful establishment of socialism can rid the

~world of the bestiality of fascism. This is what must b

remembered on Hess’s death. -
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CUTS, which will mean
sackings and closure of
services before the next
election, are the subject
of a consultation meeting
in Lambeth at which
council trades unionists
‘are staging a lobby.

The meeting, entitled the
Borough Conference, takes
place on Sunday June 13
from 12.0 noon to 5.0 pm at
Lambeth Town Hall. It 1s the
only chance people will have
to show what they think ot
the cuts before the council
implement them.

The Lambeth Joint Tade
Union Committee will be
‘holding a lobby and is calling
for maximum participation
at the meeting — to which
community organisations
such as tenants’ assocCla-
tions. Labour Party ward
branches ete ete are entitled
to send two voting delegates
each. All Lambeth trades un-
ionists mayv attend but not
vote unless delegated.

While other south London
boroughs. Lewisham and
Southward. are preparing to
sack workers and shut ser-
vices like libraries in 1988-84.
Lambeth should be able to
scrape through with a 60
million "gap’ in its budget.

But it will continue to grow

— and on 1its present-course
the council will have to use
the knife in two vears time
at most.
- Other councils are increas-
ing rents and charges ftor
various council services.
maintaining a -‘vacancy
freeze on jobs that tall
vacant. and using other
ecreative accounting’ de-
vices.

Breathing down councils
necks is the prospect ot the
Thatcher plan to make inner
cities ‘enterprise zones
which will no doubt mean a
privatisation binge. Profit

“before people is the name of

the game. ..
- The dilemma for Labour

councils — who were elected

on a mandate of refusing to
sack workers or close ser-
vices — is theyv can not jug-
gle their way through the
problem for ever.

LLambeth may be able to

scrape through 1988-1989
without sacking workers and

without closing down ser-
vices like libraries tas

LEWISh\am and SOUth\vark . major repairs’ Such as

are alreadyv prepared to do).

_ Eight out of 10 Labour
councillors in the borough
have voiced their willingness
to fight. and voted against

the cuts budget passed for.

1987/88. _
The trades unions aim to

" turn those eight into a major-

ity determined to resist. and
the lobby is the first step.

The consultation itself is a

"step forward. In other

* NO. MATE., THIS 19 TEMPORARY HOUSING ...
W 1§ COMMUNITY CARE ...."

boroughs where -councils do

not intend to hold such meet-
Ings. the demand must be
raised that theyv do.

In Lambeth. as elsewhere,

councillors were elected on .

condition that they pledged
to follow the 31 former coun-
cillors down the road of ille-
gality and surcharge. and
that thev would suffer no
cuts in jobs and services.

~ The fight must be built up
in the working class move-
ment to ensure that the max-
imum resistance to all cuts
1s organised.

~ Already. in Lambeth, cuts
in the housing repairs budget
mean that approximately
12.000 repairs are outstand-
ing and no Priority 4 work

at all. |

(the lowest priority) is done

. Lack of technical officers
1s causing problems with

damp; which is frequently

raised by tenants’ repre- -

sentatives..

" The shortage of safety in-
spectors means for example
fairs may not be properly
checked. . £250,000 has been

cut from the estate lighting -

programme because of staff
shortages — this has bad
implications for the safety
and peace of mind of women
particularly.

LECOMBER
OUT SOON

CONVICTED neo-Nazi bomber

Tony East, alias Tony Lecom-.
ber, is likely to be out on the’

streets within a few months.

There were rumours last
month that Lecomber, serving
three years in Wandsworth for
possession of explosives,
might be out sooner. Follow-
lng concern expressed by
MPs and members of the pub-
lic, this was denied.

But with a year’s remission,

‘the east London British

National Party (BNP) activist
is due for
November.

Lecomber was iniured by
one of his own bombs flaring
up in his car, not far from
wemises then used by the

orkers’ Revolutionary Party,
in November 1985.

Police found detonators,

“grenades. and. other, items at

release in .

his home in Redbridgé, where

- he was BNP organiser. There

was also a ‘hit list’ of various
people such as Labour MP
Greville Janner.

According to ‘Searchlight’
magazine, murder squad de-
tectives investigating the
arson killing of Mrs Shamira
Kassam and her three young
children at their home in Red-
bridge in July 1985 ques-

tioned Lecomber. (Sear-‘

chlight, August 1987).

The magazine claims that
two men who
Lecomber with an alibi for the
night of the firebombing were

both former British Movement |

members. -

At his trial for the Clapham
case, Lecomber claimed he
had driven across London
merely to test a homemade
nail-bomb, and had not in-
tended to use it against the

- WRP. The more serious

charge of intent to endanger
life was dropped, and Lecom-

possession. R

. ber was only found guilty of §

provided

Industrial disputes over
vacancies mean nelghbour-
hood housing offices and lib-
raries are regularly shut.
Staff shortages in social ser-

vices mean.that area offices
are shut, and it is recognised
~ that the council 1s not car-
‘rying out all its statutory

duties.

There are 70-80 social
worker vacancies. A regrad-
ing has just been negotiated
to attract more social work-
ers to Lambeth, but if all the

- vacancies are filled Social

Services will have overspent

its budget.

It was said that the_reSult
of an independent inquiry

into the functioning of the

Directorate of (Construction

. Services would be to save
money, but although its re-

commendations will lead to

savings in the long term, in

the short and-medium term
several million unavailable

WORKERS
PRESS

' WORKERS PRESS leads the fight for Trotskyism
and Marxist principles in the labour and trade union
movement nationaily and internationally.

The most reliable way to get your copy of WORKERS [ ]
PRESS is by post.

You can have WORKERS PRESS delivered for 25p
per week. |

POSTAL

pounds are needed to imple-
ment the proposals.

These problems are the re-
sults of the budget made for
1987. For 1988-1989 there 1s a
gap between the resources
and expenditure of over £60
million, which no amount of

creative accounting or fi-

nance measures will be able
to bridge. '

The council pays out £80
million this year to service
the loans it gets from the
banks. This i1s money which

does not go to produce a

single service or pay a single
worker.

The council also proposes
to ‘limit damage’ by rede-

ployment of workers from

areas like libraries and re-
creation in to Social Services
and Housing. @ For more
details of the Lambeth
trades unions’ lobby and
campaign, phone organiser
Richard Linton on 01-720 6440
or 01-403 3322 x 2157.
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- South
~ Afnca:

- 32 face

- execution

. THERE are now 32
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~tion of the

South Africans await-

ing execution following

convictions on charges
related to their iIn-
volvement in trade un-
ion and political strug-
gles. -

The vicious repression

launched by the South
African regime under the

. ‘State of Emergency’ has
claimed countless vic-

tims.

The police and the
army have been responsi-
ble for massacres- In
many places including
Soweto, Uitenhage,

" Duduza, Mamelodi.

Police and their agents,

the armed vigilantes,

roam the townships, har-
rassing kidnapping and
often shooting on sight.
Young children have
been shot whilst playing
in the backyards of their
homes. Trade union lead-
ers and spokespersons of
local organisations have
been found murdered In
mysterious circumst-
ances. No one has ever
been arrested and
charged for these crimes.

Since 1963, 90 people
held in political detention
have died in police cus-
tody. These include Steve
Biko and Neill Aggett.

Political opponents of
the regime and trade un-

~jon activists are being

brought to trial on
framed charges carrying
heavy sentences. Many

face the death penalty.

This political persecu-
tion and legalised murder
of activists and militants
in South Africa must be
opposed by socialists and

the labour movment
worldwide

Don’t let them hang!

Six from Sharpeviile, sent-
enced December 1986:

1. Mojalefa Reginald Sefatsa
(30) -

2. Reid Malebo Mokoena
(22) |

3. Oupa Moses Diniso (30)
4. Theresa Ramashomola
(24) |
5. Duma Joshua Khumalo
(26) ~
6. Francis Don Mokhesi (29)

Two from Tzaneen, sent-

enced June 1986:
7. Solomon Mankopane

-Maowasha (20)

8. Alex Matshapa Matse-
pane (23)

Three from Oudtshoorn,
sentenced September

1986:
9. Patrick Manginda (23)

'10. Desmond Majola (27)

11. Dickson Madikane (2o}
Two from Sebokeng, sent-
enced September 1986:
12. Josiah Tsawane (29)
13. Daniel Maleke (19)

One, sentenced in Jansen-
ville: |

14. Elile Webushe

Two from Kwanobuhle,
sentenced November
1986: |

15. Moses Mnyanda Jantjes
(21) |
16. Mlamli
Mielies (22)
One from Colesburg, sent-
enced 1986: ‘
17. Paul Tefo Setlaba (22)

Four from Addo, sent-

Wellington

- enced January 1987:

18. Mziwoxolo Chritopher

Makaleni (22)
19. Makheswana Menze

(43) g

20. Ndumiso Silo Siphenuka
(26) | |
21. Similo Lennox Wonci
(22)

One from Durban, sent-
enced to death three
times, April 1987:

22 Robert McBride (23)

Three NUM members from
Vaal Reefs mine, sent-
enced to death four times,
May 1987: |

23. Tyeluvuyo Mgedezi (28

24. Solomon Mangaliso
Nongwati (38) |

25. Paulos Tsietsi Tsehlana
(38) |

Six from Queehstown,
sentenced June 1987:

26. Mzwandile Ggeba (22)

27. Mzwandile Mninzi (27)
28. Thembinkosi Pressfeet
(30) .

29. Wanto Silinga (27)

30. Monde Tingwe (23)
31. Lundi Wana (20)

One from Soweto:

32. Bekisizwe Ngidi (19)

With

A MEETING demanding
the release of Moses
Mayekiso, the black
South African trade union
leader on trial for

treason, came under fire

last week from Anti-
Apartheid Movement

- officials. -

- The meeting, organised
jointly by the Hammersmith
and Fulham Trades Council
and the local Anti-Apartheid
group, was well-publicised
and well-attended. But lead-
ing AAM officials spent all
their energy undermining it.
- First, officials of the Ham-
mersmith and Fulham AA
group insisted that Terry
Bell from the ‘Friends of
Moses Mayekiso’ be re-
moved from the list of speak-
ers — on the grounds that his
organisation is sectarian, en-
dangering the lives of South

- Africans by having direct
links with trades unionists.

This is the classic accusa-
Stalinist AAM
leadership against trade un-
ions which py-pass the block-
ing machinery set up by the
AAM, African National Con-
gress and South African Con-
gress of Trade Unions,
against such direct. links.
The fact that Terry Bell had

written to these organisa- -

tions inviting them to par-
ticipate in the campaign was
ignored.

Moses Mayekiso himself,
general secretary of NUMSA
(the second biggest South
African trade union) and in-

strumental in setting up the

trade union federation

tiends’

COSATU asked, when he vi-
sited Britain, for direct links
to be set up. |

The Friends of Moses
Mayekiso was formed spon-
taneously the day before
Moses left Europe in the cer-
tain knowledge that he would
be detained immmediately
he arrived in South Africa.

~Terry Bell, a member of
the National Union of Jour-
nalists who had met Moses,

initiated the campaign. It

has petitioned for his re-
lease, raised the issue in the
unions and plans an advert
in the ‘Guardian’.

The activities of the cam-
paign contrast to that
mounted by the AAM, ANC
and SACTU — which is zero.

Nevertheless, the SACTU

representative at the meet-
ing, AA’s substitute speaker
for Terry Bell, took the
opportunity to denigrate Bell
and his work. It was reminis-
cent of the AAM AGM where
SACTU and ANC speakers
were wheeled out to attack
solidarity activity not con-
trolled by the AAM — in that
case by the City of London
AA group.

The Stalinists in the AAM
are determined that any soli-
darity must be tied to the

bourgeois forces that infest

their movement — Tories,
Liberals, and priests. And so
t last week’s meeting, aided
y a force of bulky-looking
tewards, they: (1) Tried
forcibly to pull down a ban-
ner put up by the trades
council which showed tha
heads of Nelson Mandelz

:

- : o - ‘. :-‘l
. 453
INA

and Moses MayeKkiso side by
side, on the grounds that
Mandela represented the
South African people, and
(presumably) that Moses
Mayekiso did not.

(2) Screwed up leaflets
advertising the 10 October
March for Mayekiso, on the
grounds that it is organised
by the City of London Anti-
Apartheid Group.

(3) Deliberately failed to
applaud a speaker from the
BTR Hangers dispute be-
cause he appealed for unity
between the trade union
movement and the AAM. (He
illustrated his call with a
story of how, when the Han-
gers workers held a picket of
BTR headquarters. a sho:t
distance from Shell where
the AAM was to hold a picket
later, the AAM refused to
join in the Hangers picket
because it was not organised
by them. The strikers happi-
ly went down to Sheil after
their own picket had
finished. -

'4- Put forward g leading
member of the London Com-
mitteg of the AAM who used
his speeck 10 attack Steve
B.ease. the Hangers
spezier

The tradé unionists pre-

sent had a much less naive
appreciation of the role of
the AAM and SACTU by the
end of the meeting. They,
along with the ANC repre-
sentatives in Britain set
themselves up as the sole
possessors of the South Afri-
can struggle, and it is not so
much that they support it or
participate in it but that they
own it. Anybody who does
solidarity work uncontrolled
by them becomes their

- sSworn enemy.

As evidenced by their per-
formance at the Hammers-
mith and Fulham meeting,
the AAM is losing its grip on
its personal possession of the
South African struggle. It is
of enormous significance
that this should manifest it-
self around support for
Moses Mayekiso who is an
important leader of a mas-
sive and intransigent trade
union movement now en-
gaged in a huge miners’
strike.

The ANC and the South
African Communist Party is
terrified that movement will
evade its grasp and achieve
independence from the
bourgeois forces they are de-
termined to tie it to.

The antics of the Ham-
mersmith and Fulham AA
group reflects this fear of the
Stalinists and petty-
bourgeois in South Africa
and is a measure of the panic
the Stalinists in the AAM feel

about the growing indepen-

dent movements of working
class solidarity: in Britain.

THE MOST important |

test of strength between
capital and labour any-
where in the world at the
moment is taking place in
South Africa in the gigan-
tic strike of the gold and
coal mine workers.

‘The terrorist state, repre-
senting world capital, re-
plies to the enormous growth
of the workers’ movement in
South Africa with its treason
trial of the metalworkers’
leader, Moses Mayekiso, and
four comrades.

This hanging trial is a
direct attack on the whole
world working class. At the
same time, the campaign in
Britain for the immediate
release of this proletarian
fighter and his comrades —
Mayekiso is a former miner
and a metalworker — is the
first time the South African
workers’ movement itself

‘directly becomes the object

of the international solidar-
ity movement.

Mayekiso’s defence is a
matter of urgency and a
point of honour for the whole

class. To defend itself, the

class must successfully se-
cure Mayekiso’s release.

- All the more puzzling to
workers, then, will be the
Socialist Workers Party’s re-
fusal to take part in the
March for Mayekiso orga-
nised for London for 10
October.

In a letter dated 4 August
1987 to the City of L.ondon
Anti-Apartheid Group,
Sheila McGregor on behalf
of the SWP has written —
amazingly — that this march
‘can only weaken (!) the
opposition to the apartheid
‘regime’.

On the contrary, the
SWP’s refusal to strengthen
the March for Mayekiso can
only weaken the fight for
Mayekiso and his comrades.

Through some perverse
logic known only to itself, the
SWP leadership through Ms
McGregor declares that the
March for Mayekiso ré-
quires to be counterposed to
the demonstration in London

by the national Anti-

~Apartheid Movement on 24

October.

FROM PAUL TREWHELA

It escapes Ms McGregor
that a rousing March for
Mayekiso on 10 October can
only be the best possible
mobiliser for a really power-
ful contingent calling for

" Mayekiso’s freedom on the

national AAM march a fort-
night later.

Activists in the unions. in
AAM branches and in the
Labour Party should try pa-
tiently to convince SWP
members and supporters of
the Friends of Moses Mayek-
iso of the folly and irrespon-
sibility of a sectarian
approach on this matter.
They should campaign for
Mayekiso on both demon-
strations.

This is no issue for secta-
rian posturing. |

To City of London Anti-

‘Apartheid Group

Dear comrades,

IN REPONSE to your letter,
notifying us of the formation

of the March for Mayekiso

committee and the demon-
stration called on October
10th, we believe that 1t 1s
important to build the max-
imum support for the nation-

al Anti Apartheid demon-

stration on October 24th. The
cause of Moses Mayekiso
and his fellow accused, as
well as that of all other de-
tainees will be best served
by taking part in that demon-

- stration. To attempt to build

a demonstration on October
10th, only two weeks before

-the main demonstration can
only weaken the opposition

to the apartheid regime.
Hence we are not prepared

either to sponsor the demon-

stration on QOctober 10th, nor
send delegates along to the
March for Mayekiso com-
mittee. -

We will of course continue
to support the campaign by
the Friends of Moses Mayek-
iso for his unconditional re-

lease and that -of his four -

comrades.
fraternally,

Sheila McGregor -

on behalf of the Socialist
Workers Party
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THE 41st EDINBURGH FESTIVAL

[ - TERRY BROTHERSTONE

AT THE FESTIVAL

A QUARTER of a century ago the

Marxist drama critic Jan Kott cal-
led William Shakespeare, who died
in 1616, ‘our contemporary’

As a Pole who had lived through Naz-
Stalinism, Kott knew a thing or

e,

two about the real-life drama of the 20th

century.

Any doubts in Bri-
tain today about his
conviction in
Shakespeare’s direct
relevance should have
been dispelled by bril-
liant productions at the
Edinburgh festival last
week.

Two of the greatest En-
glish playwright’s
greatest tragedies, ‘Ham-
let’ and ‘Troilus and Cres-
sida’ were stunningly
realised by the Moscow

Studio Theatre of the-
South West, and the Ber-

liner Ensemble.

Also on show was the Dub-
lin Gate Theatre’s marvel-
lously naturalistic reinter-
pretation of Sean O’Casey’s
modern tragedy, ‘Juno and
the Paycock’, which is set in
the Irish civil war of the

early 1920s.

Although ‘Hamlet’ was not
strictly a Festival event — it
was performed on the now
famous, enormous and
archaic ‘Fringe’ — these
three bold productions more
than confirmed the interna-
tional excellence of director
Frank Dunlop’s second
world theatre season.

They fully compensated
for the manifest weaknesses
of Dunlop’s own, Scottish-

based produetlon of Schil-
romantic

ler’s grand,
tragedy. ‘Marmna Stuart’.

Unease

And they removed the ling-

ering sense of unease left by
the Gorky

formances of Chekov and
dramatised Tolstoy were
moving, thought-provoking
and excellent, but had an air
- of established authority and
‘lack of risk.

NOT SO the Moscow ‘Ham-
let.” The company, whose
permanent home is a base-

ment theatre in a housing

estate, brought a grandeur
and irresistible energy to the
play that may sometime be
equalled but is unlikely soon
to be surpassed.

The Danish castle of Elsi-
nore was reduced to an emp-
ty, all-black set, embellished
only by five swinging, multi-
purpose columns at the
back. The actors found their
way (sometimes with diffi-
. culty given technical prob-
lems at the first perform-
ance) into individual pools of
light, where they spoke with
a fierce intensity, either
addressing the audience

direct, or each other across a

dark divide.

The action, swept along as
if choreographed by the god-
dess of tragedy herself, was
backed with loud, contem-
porary music which- might
have come from a Hollywood
movie.

It was as if a great state-
ment of Renalssance human-
ism — an_assertion of the

necessify’ of a moral order

Theatre of Lemng- B
- rad, whose first-week per-

higher than individual in-

terest — was being brought-

together with the best in 20th
century mass entertain-
ment.

In V. R. Belyakovich’s pro-
duction the usurper Kking.

Claudius (played by the

director himself), stands
centre stage., becomes a

rounded character trying to

act as a sort of master of
ceremonies, for whom,
however things are destined
to go disastrously wrong be-
cause, in reality, he 1s crimi-

- nally involved.

‘Larissa Uromova’s queen,
Gertrude, 1s statuesque in
the background, concerned
for her son Hamlet, whose
father Claudius has mur-
dered, but sensing danger.
Ophelia (Nadyezhda Bada-
kova), loved and discarded
by the prince, goes through

her own real tragedy. finally

driven to suicide by the gos-
sip of the incestuous court.

The courtiers Rosencratz
and Guildenstern for once
come into focus from early
on. They are well defined,
fully deserving of their
come-uppance, and in no
need of rescue from obscur-
ity by Tom Stoppard or any-
one else.

Almost everything comes

- over as if new, yet this re-

mains Shakespeare’s play,

with Hamlet’s tragedy at its

centre. And Victor Avilov’s
visually striking and far

from youthful prince is no
Victorian drip or sub-
Freudian manic-depressive.

‘He is rather a potential

'c0ntenderf for power whose
~own' insight (aided by the.

best-presented ghost of his

father I have ever seen) and -
self doubt keeps him im-
mersed in the game but -

ruled out of the possibility of
any personal fate other than
tragedy. S

The contemporaneity —
timelessness would he quite
the wrong word — of ‘Troilus
and Cressida’ is of a diffe-
rent sort.

Shakespeare set hxs tale of

lovers split asunder against

the background of the
Graeco-Trojan war of clas-
sical antiquity but had the
Anglo-Spanish conflict of his

own time in mind.

The Berliner Ensemble’s

beautifully simple produc-

tion — the set consists main-
ly of a great sheet which
serves as the sky, tent, cere-
monial garb or lovers’ bed as
required — provokes
thoughts about the general
theme of senseless war and
human pain and folly, the
precision of which will de-

pend on the degree of politic-
al understanding of each au-
dience.

But that is not the main
point about this production.

In what I would take to be
a truly ‘Brechtian’ (much
misused word) way it brings
out the unique strength of
what could be seen as the
messy weakness of the play
— its eclecticism and

apparently unresolved en-

ding. |
In Manfred .Wekwert and
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Frank Dunlop (centre), artistic dlrector of the festival and director of ‘Mary Stuart’ at the Assembly Hall Edmburgh introducing
the cast to the stage at the first rehearsal .

Joachim Tenschert’s inter-

pretation we are confronted -

with two war-torn and cynic-
al armies, led by characters

costumed from different

times and places stretching
from the .classical world to
the 20th century and
apparently taking in
mediaeval Japan- and the
Wild West on the way.

Camp

" The tragi- comedy they

enact — seldom can quite
such a camp Achilles as Pe-
ter Brause’s have sulked In

his tent with pretty Patroc-

lus (Manuel Soubeyrand) or
so blockheadedly loyal an
Ajax as Alejandro Quinta-
na’s have limbered up In the

“background for his duel with
the Trojan hero Hector

(Hans-Peter Reinecke) —

proclaims its modernity not .

only in these human details
through which it is assem-
bled, but also by the unre-
solved abruptness with
which it ends.

Martin Seifert’s Troilus is
no doomed lover meeting a
dramatically satisfying end,
but an erotically obsessed
youth seeing nothing beyond

- the evidence of his own eyes,

who 1s left to soldier on, hav-
ing learnt little.

Corinna Harfouch’s Carri-
da — traded for a Trojan
prisoner out of Troilus’ bed
but fetchingly fair in a film-
star fur — is left to her
neurotic survival-plan,
trying to work out the differ-
ence between romantic love
and whoredom in a world of
bullish masculinity.

- And Hector’s end — which,

unlike his main story,
Shakespeare took. from
Homeric legend — 1S re-
duced to a sordid, behind the
tent ambush by Achilles’
thugs.

The scheming Pandarus
(Arno Wyzniewskl) on the
Trojan side, and the bluntly
cynical Thersites (a gruff,
witty Ekkehard Schall) for
the Greeks, act almost as
comperes of the proceedings
throughout

“THeir tale ends with a sud-

denness which left the audi-
ence wondering if the time
had come to clap; but there
was the experience of a chal-
lenging evening of theatre to
ponder on.

Above all there was the
thought that it had to be
pondered on — which was
surely Shakespeare s inten-

| | tion.

THERE is little space for
O’Casey, which is probably

fortunate for the man who

has claimed to be the first
topflight working-class play-
wright would need a study in
himself.

His
born out.of the begun but far
from completed Irish revolu-

........................................

......................................

A PLAY dealing with the events surround-
5553 ing the death of Lenin is to be performed
> by the most famous theatre in the German
= Democratic Republic, an Edinburgh con-
i ference heard last week. Called ‘Lenin’s
<. Death’, it was written six years ago by
=+ Volker Braun, a resident playwright with
=+ the Berliner Ensemble, the company’s
leading actor Ekkehard Schall said later.

> There were political problems in putting
it on when it was originally written, but
none now, he claimed. Barbara Brecht
.= daughter of the playwright and now a
«+ leading adviser of the ensemble, said that
= she had not read the play but confirmed it
= was now in the repetoire. She stressed,
== however, that at least four productions
2 were scheduled ahead of ‘Lenin’s Death’
= and that it would be seen towards the end

of 1988 ‘at the earliest’.

= The Berliner Ensemble is the company
v established for Bertold Brecht in the GDR
— after he had been hounded out of the
United States in the anti-communist witch-
hunt after World War II. The ensemble
perform Brecht’s
‘The Caucasian Chalk Circle’
Shakespeare’s ‘Troilus and Cressida’ as
part of the 41st annual Edinburgh Festival.

The public conference was held in Edin-
burgh’s world-renowned ‘Fringe’ theatre,
the Traverse. Responding to a question on
whether Brecht had studied Leon Trots-
ky’s ‘Reveolution Betrayed’ and, if so, how
1mportant thls was to lnterpretmg hrs later

-------------------------------------

was in Edinburgh to

solitical thinking —

..........

..........................

tion and the onset of Stalin-

ism in the Soviet Union —
appears to have been far

- from lucid.

But ‘Juno’ is a fine play,
and every character in Joe

Dowling’s rightly acclaimed

production — with the signi-
flcant exception of the crude-
ly presented Republican
‘Diehard’  —
rethought and rescued from
the destructive orthodoxy
into which they had, by all
accounts, congealed in re-
cent presentatlons in the 26
counties.

OF THE Festlval’s attempts
to grapple with one of the
three figures from Scottish
history every tourist knows,

‘Lemn S Deat

plays, Schall said he did not know the

content of Brecht’s library
ky’s work was certainly amongst his own
books and was studied by members of the

ensemble.

it would

asserted.

and

............................

has been

.................

He then referred te the forthcoming
production of ‘Lenin’s Death’, saying that
portray not only Trotsky, but also
Karl Radek and other leading figures in
the Bolshevik party at the time. Schall also
stated that the Marxist literary critic Wal-
ter Benjamin, who committed  suicide
while trying to escape
the early months of World War II, was the
best guide to Brecht’s work.

In the course of a wide-ranging discus- ::
sion on acting in general and the work of ::
the ensemble in particular, Schall referred ::
to the need to study Lenin, Marx, Engels
and Hegel in order to develop a genuinely
dialectical approach to the theatre: it
could not be done simply by dramatic
theory and theatrical work as such, he

Mary Queen of Scots (ex-
ecuted 400 years ago this
year), more next week.

(The others of course are

Bonnie Prince Charlie and
Robert Burns. Only for

Workers Press readers and

potential readers does the
revolutionary John Maclean
top the bill ).

- Edinburgh Festival Drama:
Studio

‘Hamlet’. Moscow |
Theatre of the South West.
Assembly Rooms. ‘Troilus

and Cressida’. Berliner En-
semble. Kings Theatre. ‘Juno -

and the Paycock’.

"Gate
Theatre, Dublin. - -
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from the Nazis in

This was in marked contrast to the
comments of the Soviet cultural delegation
which had been in Edinburgh the week ::
before, and which, in the course of pro- ::
longed discussion had scarcely, if ever, ::
mentioned Lenin or Marx. Schall declined
to comment on the impact of the Gor-
bachev bureaucracy’s glasnost and peres-
trotka policies,
approved of them but that they were the
internal affair of another country.

saying merely that he

..........................

- . .
a . - . o
‘ Tk .
" -
. ‘. .. « , .
. . . . . .‘s A
. L :

I R I A R O I e I I N I A NN Y Y Y Y Y Y YY" e



MOSCO

IN THE interests of strict accuracy, may I

correct one small mis-statement in Geoff

Pilling’s article ‘Healy’s movement disin-

tegrates’ (Workers Press, 22 August 1987).
The assertion that Victor Karpov, first

‘ secretary of the Writers’ Union of the

USSR, speaking at the Edinburgh Festiv-
al, made clear that a re-examination of

the cases of the Bolshevik leaders framed
in the infamous Moscow trials was not a |

priority for the Stalinist bureaucracy’,

. In my view, essentially correct; but 1t

-should be made clear that the wordg used
~did not issue from Karpov’s own lips.

Karpov was the clearly acknowledged

leader of a platform party comprising, in
addition, the poet Yevgeny Yevtushenko —
who praised him at one point as someone
who had suffered under Stalin during the

1940s; Vitaly Korotich, editor of ‘Ogony-

ok’, a literary magazine in which, I under-
stand many of the discussions associated
with glasnost and perestroika have been
pioneered; and Yuri Zamoshkin a profes-
sor of soc1010gy specialising in American
and Canadian studies.

Zamoshkin was the only person to speak
directly in answer to the question on the
Moscow Trials. He spoke at this point 1n

Enghsh but Karpov was equipped w1th a

' PHOTO: SEAN HUDSON

translating devxce which he appeared to
have pressed to his ear throughout (Yev-
tushenko and Korotich both speak admir-
able English.)

No dissent from Zamoshkin’s views —
which in the light of the importance of the

- matter I reproduce as accurately as

reasonably possible below — was express-
ed by Karpov or anyone else, either at the
time, nor in the final session of the confer-
ence, when Karpov summed up the posi

tions on cultural questions that the Sovxet

delegation had been trying to put over -

during the week. He did not take the
opportunity on that occasion to re-address

himself to any of the key questions of

Soviet history.
The relevant exchange was as follows:

QUESTION: I would like to ask a question
relevant to Professor Zamoshkin’s broad-
er definition of the meaning of ‘culture’
and its relationship to history.

I would like to make it clear that I ask it
from the standpoint of the belief that the
October Revolution was the most con-
scious single step forward in the develop-
ment of human culture that has yet taken
place, and that we suffer today from
attacks on that culture by leaders such as
Thatcher and Reagan in large measure
because of the failure of that revolution to
extend in the 1920s.

In that context, could we stop beating
about the bush? Could I ask some ques-
tions on behalf of the campaign for the
rchabilitation of those accused and mur-
dered during and after the Moscow Trials
of 1936-1938?

Is it, not the case that in the name of

P T R o e r—y= ¢ ¢ Aee . mecee e e sr = a— S A —— .. Cttek o' TEUWMAILAYS 4

Marxism the greatest distortions of his-
tory took place? And will not glasnost be
nothing but hypocrisy as long as those
victims — many of whom played a major
role in the,c.ulture of the Soviet Union also
in the narrow sense of the term (Leon
Trotsky, author of the finest history of the
Revolution, Karl Radek, Nikolai Bukhar-
in, many others) — are not rehabilitated,

and it is acknowledged that the charges |

that they were collaborators with Nazism
were trumped up and sustained solely
through ‘confessions’ gained through tor-

ture. . .

CHAIRMAN (Gus MacDonald): I think they
have got the point.

QUESTION: ‘Can 1 finish the point I'm
making? Their descendants in the Soviet
Union today still don’t have full citizen
rights, they are still in unmarked graves.

Will glasnost not be hypocrisy until these
matters are rectified in the Soviet Union?

A campaign on these questions was
recently launched in this country and I call
on Western intellectuals and others here to
support 1it.’

ZAMOSHKIN: There should be an examina-

txon I have trled to do 1t myself I don t

Soviet cuitural delegation at Edinburgh’s King’s Theatre. -Professor Zamoshkin is speaking

have ready answers . . I am interested
in the charges about their role and I would

- say that I don’t have ready answers. That

iIs why I welcome in ‘Literary Gazette’
quite recently a full-page article by a
friend of mine on the discussion in 1929
between Stalin and Bukharin. @

It was the first time the questions of 1929
had been discussed and the author was on
the side of Bukharin. It was done as a kind
of dramatic dialogue.

1 tried with Bukharin, because he was a
sociologist. I made some studies which I

compared with studies organised by

Bukharin. I was the first man after the war
to pronounce my verdict on these issues,
as well as about Trotsky. I had a lot of
doubts about Trotsky as a personality. It is
my personal opinion he was very much
like Stalln only worse. But thats another
question.’

But I definitely agree we should go back
and we should make it the subject of open
discussion on the questions about Stalin
. . . all the dlfferent opinions must be
expressed.

Zamoshkin then referred briefly to docu-

ments concerning Stalin which had been

published and concluded by saying:

Historians are dealing with this. Eco-
nomists are dealing with this. It has
started. That’s all.

It must be said that the accoustical

circumstances of the exchange were not
ideal, that I was unable to pick up every
word and that there may be minor errors
in the above report. But I believe it to be
accurate In its essential drift and in the
vast majority of its detail.

THE 41st EDINBURGH
OW TRIALS
A studied
Oon-priority

Photo credit: Alex "Tug’ Wilson

Ekkehard Schall, Ieadmg actor with the Berliner Ensemble, in front of his own
artist, John Belian (right) at the Edinburgh Festival last week. Beliany,
of a major exhibition at last year’s festival, is best known in
picture of cricketer lan Bothm, in the National Portrait Gallery.
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Festival Footnote

BY HILARY HORROCKS

TORY COUNCILLORS in
Glasgow are outraged at the
Labour Group’s decision to
help finance nerfromances
of the Moscow Studio of the
South West’s ‘Hamlet’ in the
town, following their appear-
ance at Edinburgh.

Demonstrating that the en-
trepreneuiral spirit so be-
loved of his Party does not

~ being

extend to the arts, Tory lead-
er Ian Dyer opmed ‘The
Bard would turn in his grave
if he knew his works were
performed to people
who couldn t understand
them.’

Perhaps he has taken his
cue from The Leader who
showed true critical discri-
mination when she visted
Edinburgh last week.

Amid a wealth of interna-

tional culture, all Mrs
Thatcher was interested in
seeing was a portrait of her-
self at the National Portralt

Gallery.

Breaking away from the
official tour, she studied the
work grlmly, eventually pro-
nouncing it ‘all right down to
the mouth’.

A comment that many of
us might endorse of the sitter
herself.

clear that it chose not to ex-
ecute Mr Nicholas Fenn, the
British Ambassador in Ire-
land, despite being in posses-
sion of a confidential Garda
document outlimng his move-
ments.

The Irish govemmem first
attempted to stop television
rogrammes from running the
story. They then claimed that
the IRA had never had the
internal document in the first

place.

The IRA say they h’ad the
Garda document two days be-
fore Fenn’s arrival for holiday

NEW
HEALTH
CHARTER

THE Pubhlic Health Alliance
— a recently founded orga-
nisation bringing together
health authorities, trade un-
ionists and commumty

groups — have launched a
‘Charter for Public Health®

The charter sets out what |

are seen as basic rights to
health of the whole commun-
ity. It states that ‘despite all
the social and medical prog-
ress this century, we are still
faced with as many avoid-
able hazards to health as
ever before.” The charter
cites ‘decent housing’ and
‘properly rewarded work’ as
essential conditions for pub-
lic health alongside public

health services and health

education.

‘Public health is fast losing
out, as responsibility for
health has been shifted from
the public to the private do-
main,” says Shirley Good-
win, ‘General Secretary of
{.he ‘Health Visitors. Associa-
ion.

IRA ‘LET FENN GO’

THE IRA last week made it

in County Kerry on August 9

and could have struck had

they chosen to do so.
In a statement the Irish Re-

Bureau

publican Publicity
said: ‘The Dublin government
knows full weil the reluctance

of the Irish Republican Army
to engage in any actwity
which allows it to present the
IRA in the public perceptlon
as a threat to the state

- AN e bl -

Two important

pamphlets on Iran
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———— N TERNATIONAL NEWS

disaster

DETERIORATING con-
ditions for the workforce,
disasters for passengers
and crew; that’s Amer-

ica’s deregulated airline

industry today, in the de-

sperate scramble .for_

profit.

All 154 passengers and
crew were killed in the
Northwest Airlines DC9
crash at Detroit on 16 Au-
gust. It was the second
worst air disaster in US
history. '

The plane, fully laden with

fuel for a flight to Phoenix,
Arizona, crashed after an en-

- gine caught fire as it was
off. Hitting the -

takin . .
ground near interstate High-

way 94, the airliner exploded

into a fireball.

Workers at Detroit's Met-
ropolitan Airport say they’ve
been concerned at de-
teriorating-safety standards
ever since a series of airline

- mergers gave Northwest

two-thirds of all Detroit

- flights, that's 250 a day.

Competing with equally
big rivals like Continental,

costs by reducing mainte-
nance and servicing, at the
same time blaming workers

- for delays and inefficiency.

There was even an in-
spired story put around the
media straight after the DC9
crash that ‘disgruntled em-
ployees’ might have sabot-
aged the engine. This was

soon scotched by the investi-

gators.
Northhwest’s mechanics.

TWO DOZEN people were
Injured, several of them
seriously, when French
police using tear gas. and

‘truncheons attacked a
peaceful demonstration in

Noumea; New Caledonia, on
23 August.

‘We are not a repressive
government,’
France's Overseas Minister

- Bernard Pons, ‘we are a
-government committed to

law and order. The police
acted with vigour, but when

they are called into do ajob,

they do it.’ |

Six members of the Kanak
Socialist National Liberation
Front were jailed for hoiding
a banned gathering. France
has 7,000 troops and police
in the Pacific island territory,
and is sending 1,000 more.

Australian

“miners’
strike
~ threat

AUSTRALIAN coalmin-

- ers last week threatened

a national strike if 300
suspended workers are
not reinstated.

The victimised miners

were suspended on Sun-
day evening at a New
South Wales colliery for
refusing to work an eight
and a half hour shift in-
stead of the normal seven
hour shift.

The strike threat comes
in the midst of consider-
able unrest in the Labour
Party after Prime Minis-
ter Bob Hawke’s call for

‘the party to adopt a ‘flexi-

ble policy on privatisa-
tion’ of big state corpora-
tions. | '

the company has tried to cut,

s
BRX:

BY PIERRE DUMONT

baggage handlers and other
staff at Detroit and other
airports had been fighting
layoffs, compulsory over-
time, and harassment. The
company suspended union
vice president Al Wojcik in
July, for leading this fight.

While the airline claimed
it could not afford remedy
pay discrepancies (staff
from the taken-over Repub-

lic Airlines got lower pay),

nor employ more staff,
workers noted that chair-
man Steven Rothmeier re-
ceived a $250,000 rise  this
year.

" Contract.

The company also recently
signed a $20 billion contract
for 200 new European Airbus
planes.

Frequently, workers have
been expected to work an
extra shift when the com-
pany declares an ‘emergen-
¢y’ because there is no-one to
cover. The union, the Inter-
national Association of
Machinists., says this is no
way to ensure safety. |

Mechanics, pilots and
other staff last month de-
clared a ‘safety first" policy.
Insisting on sticking firmly
to all Federal Aviation
Administration regulations.
This reXuited in delays on 90
per cent of flights. North-
west faced FAA fines and
customer complaints.

US airports have been in-
creasingly unsafe since the
Reagan administration
smashed the air traffic con-
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..........

an - N

~~~~~

...
......

"""""""

No longer goo

trollers’ union, PATCO, in a
bitter struggle, sacking all
the controllers. /

There are a thousand less

controllers working now
than 1n 1981, and four
thousand less who are fully-

trained.

In 1981, there were 395

near-misses reported by the
FAA. In 1986, the figure was

839. In the first seven months
of this year there have been

611, leading to a projection ot
1,044 for this year.

In the week before the De-

troit disaster. there were two
near-misses over the air-
port, and one crash on the
ground between a vehicle
and a Northwest jet.

The nearmiss seven days
before the crash was caused
by a traffic controller mis-
taking two flight numbers.
At the time, there were two

~controllers on duty in the

tower. one of them handling
three differant jobs. taking
traffic into Metropolitan.
City airport. and Windsor
airport. Ontario. at the same

time.

Righfs

Northwest is not the only-

airline attacking union
rights. jobs and conditions,
with possible risk to safety.
On 30 June. an Eastern Air-
lines iflight from Miami was

~delayed 12 hours because

mechanics told management
the plane was unsafe. The

e

AUSTRALIA’s dwindling Communist Party has
decided to quit pretending, and get its name

changed, by marriage to another rightward-

moving bunch of ‘Lefties’ to form a new party.

Partner-to-be is the somewhat younger Socialist

Workers’ Party(SWP), previously linked with its
cousin of the same name in the United States, and part
of the United Secretariat of the Fourth Intenational
until 1ts divorce a few years ago.

We don’'t know whether
Jack Barnes of the SWP(U-
SA) will be coming to give
away the blushing bride.

The SWP(Australia) broke
from the revisionist alliance
pleading irreconcilability
between its changing outlook
and 1its erstwhile comrades’
continued claims to Trots-
Kyism.

The CPA, which in the

1940’s had 40,000 members is

now down to just over 1,000.
In a split over Czechoslova-
Kia in 1968, more hard-line
Stalinists formed the Social-
ist Party of Australia.

The new merger is sup-

posed to aim at a ‘new mass

party and electorally re-
levant party to the Left of the
Australian Labour Party.’

That’s a most unlikely
i1ssue from such partners.
During the Australian elec-
tions on 11 July, the SWP
celebrated its freedom from
such ‘outdated’ Trotskyist
notions as the class struggle
by urging a first preference
vote for the Australian
Democrats, an anti-trade un-
ion Liberal-style capitalist
party. |

It’s not known whether the
Democrats will be ‘best
man’ at the impending un-

airline eventually ordered
the flight out anyway.

A ramp worker was sus!
pended five days by Eastern
for taking one second longer
than allowed to place a pas-
senger ramp alongside a
plane. A mechanic was fired

for allegedly eating left-over

food. Flight attendents are
being subject to frequent
‘appearance checks' and
forced overtime.

All these and more pin-
pricks may be aimed at
softening up the workforce.
Eastern has a plan that may
sound familiar to London
Transport workers. From 28
September, it wants to trans-
fer all 5,000 union cleaners.
ramp workers. baggage
handlers and refuellers to a
new company. Airport
Ground “Services.

[t could then claim that all
pay contracts and conditions
negotiated by the IAM were
invalid. On 2 July. the union
won a restraining order on
this move. the judge accept-
ing that Eastern was trying
to 1llegally change work
rules and deny workers’ un-

‘1on rights.

But the company is not
going to give up. Meanwhile.
workers too are getting more
determined. The air traffic
controllers are attempting to
unionise again, airport staffs
are defending their ste-
wards. and pilots are resist-
Ing move to split them off.
The battle of America's air-
ports 1s on.

'''''''''''''
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ion, which was announced in
the weekend colour maga-
zine of the Fairfax-owned
‘Sydney Morning Herald’,

under the heading ‘The Par-

ty is over’. .
Asked whether the new

‘party would keep the word

‘Communist’ in its name,
Victoria CPA chairman
Michael Evans said:

"My personal prediction is
that the name will be elimin-
ated. It could be strategical-
ly wrong to have ‘“‘commun-
ist’ in the name. It does
alienate people unneces-
sarily.’

Evans said ‘ in the 30s and
40s our members thought
soclalism was just around
the corner’, but nowadays
‘capitalism has proved to be
extremely resilient.’

We're glad that in these
days of political divorces

and cohabitation these two

have decided on an honest

unton. We hope they’ll be
very happy together. They

deserve each other.

P

SrilLanka: A

- conspiracy
‘against Tamil
struggle

Statement from
the Revolutionary
Workers Party of

SriLanka

THE JAYEWARDENE-GHANDI Accord, puporting
to inaugurate a settlement of the Tamil national
problem, is the outcome of a conspiracy between the
Jayewardene regime and Rajiv Gandhi to disrupt the
struggle of the Tamil people for their liberation from -
the Sinhala bourgeois oppression they have suffered
for several decades now. In con
‘dene, Rajiv Gandhi has trans

to force the

forces.

For Gandhi;, the accord
has given India the image
of a hegemonic role in the

‘South Asia Region, and

has elevated the standing
of the Gandhi regime in
relation to US imperial-
1Ism. And Gandhi has got
rid of the problem of the
100,000 Sr1 Lankan Tamil
refugees presently in
South India, regardless of
their future fate in Sri
Lanka. |

Jayewardene's offer of so-

.. called regional autonomy
. through a Provincial Council

to the Tamils of the North
and East is+*a fraud.
Although the Jayewardene-
Gandhi accord has been
signed, and the militants are
being forced to give up their
arms, there is not even a
draft document of the pro-

vincial Council that will

show the devolution of pow-
er. Tamils will not get any
measure of autonomy for
their region that could be
called real, The anti-Tamil
and discriminatory policies

of Jayewardene has not
. changed. Jaewardene and

his Cabinet of Ministers, his
UNP Parlimentary group
and his party remain as anti-
Tamil and Sinhala chauvin-
1st as ever before. |

The most objectionable
and dangerous aspect of the
Accord 1s the provision for

the stationing of Indian

troops in Sri Lanka. These
Indian troops are stationed

- in the North not for the pro-

tection of the Tamils, but for
the disruption of the Tamil
Liberation Struggle and to
prop up the hated Jayewar-
dene regime. This means
that the Indian troops are in
Sri Lanka to protect
Jayewardene and his reg-
ime, when the workers and

- toilers throughout the coun-

try, sooner or later, launch
struggle to overthrow it.

What is more, this Gandhi-
Jayewardene alliance to
keep the Indian armed
forces in Sri Lanka as a
‘peace-keeping force’' has

- opened the door for US im-

serialism 'to send its armed
‘orces to help militarily the
Jayewardene regime, or any
Other bourgeois regime in
the coming anti-capitalist re-
volutionary stuggles:

Recent events have shown
that the Sinhala bourgeois

and petty-bourgeois opposi-

tion forces that have
embarked on a struggle
against the goverment, is
virulently anti-Tamil in

character. These forces are
using the genuine class
hatred of the working -class
and toilers among the Sinha-
la people. against the

oppressive Javewardene

regime to strengthen their

- Sinhala chauvinist forces.

Anti-Tamil Sinhala
chauvinism is no answer to
the oppressive Jayewardene
regime. The Sri Lanka Free-
dom Party (SLFP), Maha-

‘jana Eksath Peramuna

(MEP), anti-Tamil Buddhist
monks and the opportunist,
conservative, chauvinist
Janata Vimukthi Peramuna
(JVP) cannot provide an
alternative to the capitalist
Jayewardene regime. The
only alternative is an anti-
capitalist Workers and
Peasants goverment.

Sections of the Tamil mas-

‘ses In the Northern and East-

ern provinces could well be
happy that the Sinhala
armed forces have moved
out of some of the Army
Camps in the North. In any

~event, such a moving out can

only be temporary. On the
other hand, the Indian troops

are not at all the friends of

the Tamils in the North.
They are in the North to help
Jayewardene and to prop up
his goverment.

Rajiv Gandhi is not only

helping Jayewardene to

break up the Tamil Libera-
tion Struggle, but is even
now, helping him to suppress
the workers and toilets in the
south by giving Jayewar-
dene a chance of transfering
Sri Lankan troops to the
south by stationing of 'ndi-
an troops in the Norih. It is

clear, in terms of this Accord

that if the masses in the
south and other parts of the
country revolt against the

oppressive Jayewardene

capitalist rule, and if the Sri
Lankan armed forces cannot
suppress ‘the masses, the
door is open for the Indian
troops to intervene to break
up such a revolt.

— Down with the Gandhi-
Jayewardene Accord !

— No Disarming of Tamil

Militants by Indian Troops !

— Tamil Militants Do Not
Give Up Your Arms !

— Tamil Militants Resist the

Indian Troops witn All Your
Might ! _ -
— Indian Troops out of Sri
Lanka !

— Sinhala workers and toil-

ers, the struggle we need is:
the Anti-Capitalist Stuggle
under the leadership of the

working class to throw out
the Fascistic UNP regime !

Revolutionary Workers Par-

ty, Sri Lanka 3rd August 1987

spiracy with Jayewar-
| ported 3000 Indian troops
Tamil militants to end the armed struggle
and surrender their arms to the Jayewardene regime.

This Jayewardene-Gandhi accord is without the
consent of the Tamils engaged in the Liberation
Struggle. For Jayewardene, this accord with Gandhi
is helping him to disarm and defeat the Tamil Libera-
tions Struggle that has been heroically waged by the
Tamil militants with the sacrifice of the lives of
thousands of their best fighters. and the killing of

thousands of innocent Tamils by the Sinhala armed

:
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BY CHARLIE POTTINS |

DEMONSTRATIONS took place in the three
Soviet Baltic states — Latvia, Esthonia and

‘Lithuania — last week, demanding publication of
the truth about the 1939 Nazi-Soviet pact, under

which they were taken over by the Soviet Union.

According to the Moscow daily ‘Pravda’, — echoed
~ by the ‘Morning Star’ — the demonstrationswere just

- stirred up by ‘the CIA’.

- Both Stalinist papers
tried to smear the demon-
~strators, linking them
with ‘nazi collaborators’

(‘Morning Star’, 25 Au-

gust) and ‘war criminals’
(‘Pravda’).
~Under secret protocols of

the Nazi-Soviet so-called
‘non-aggression’ pact, the

Soviet Union was accorded a

free hand in Esthonia and
Latvia, while Lithuania was
initially placed in Ger-
many’s ‘sphere of influence’.
After Hitler invaded Poland,
and the Soviet army entered
from the east, all three Bal-
tic states were incorporated
into the USSR.

Although the deal was
mentioned during the
Nuremburg: Trials (see p.8-
9), details have still to be
made available to the Soviet
public.

About 500 people gathered

in Vilnius, the Lithuanian

capital, on Sunday, 23 Au-
gust, the 48th. anniversary of
talin’s pact with Hitler.
They sang patriotic songs,
- and laid flowers at the statue
of 19th Century poet Adam
Mickiewitz, a symbol of
national freedom for both
Lithuanians and Poles.

A woman who described
herself as a Communist Par-

Ukranian miners voice

ty member expressed sup-
port for Gorbachev’s ‘glas-
nost’ policy, and said she
wanted Lithuanian inde-

pendence, but without blood-

shed.

A Russian speaker was
warmly applauded when he

‘said he sympathised with
Lithuanian aspirations be- |

cause his own father had
been sent to a labour camp
by Stalin. |

In Riga, Latvia, organis-
ers claimed 2,000 people had
taken part in a rally at the
war memorial, and that
others had tried to reach it
but been kept back by police

who cordoned off the square.

A young man who held up
a placard demanding ‘Pub-
lish the facts about the Stalin
cult’ was hauled away by
police, and there were about
a dozen more arrests.

In Talinn, the Esthonian
capital, organisers claimed
2,000 people had taken part,
although the official TASS
news agency put the num-
bers at a few hundred.

Duringothe Nazi invasion
of the Soviet Union, some
Baltic nationals were re-
cruited into Nazi units and
committed atrocities. Sever-
al of these war criminals are

A GROUP of Ukrainian miners have written to
Pravda attacking their living conditions and
criticising the ‘serious shortcomings’ in the so-
~cial sphere in their home town of Gorlovka in the

Donbass region.

The article, which appeared in Pravda, was ex-
amined - by the Collegium of the Ministry |
Industry and the Executive of the Donetsk Oblast of
Peoples Deputies who promised to resolve the prob-

.

of Coal

lem with the Ministry of Coal, admitting in its reply
~ that: ‘Today 116,000 people are living in dilapidatqd
- housing stock. There is a shortage of 23,000 places in
kindergartens. Amenities are being provided at a low

rate in towns and villages‘ and that ‘this problem is

acute for the whole of the Donbass’.

The protests in Pravda
and the authorities
admission that all is not
rosy in workers’ lives
once again highlights the
discontent among the
Ukrainian workers of the

Donbass and the bureauc-

rats dilemmas in con-
trolling it. o
Conditions of mineworkers
have been going from bad to
worse and the arrival of Gor-
bachev has made little dif-
ference to their plight, in
fact the only reforms intro-

duced under the new lead-
ership made matters worse.

At the 27th Congress of the
CPSU it was decided to
make the open-cast coal-
fields of Russian Siberia the
priority for ‘concentration’
despite the problems of out-
put there as opposed to the
Ukrainian fields.

As a result the regime. in
the Ukraine under competi-

tion from their fellow

bureaucrats have been bur-
dened with maintaining the
needed levels of output to

meet planned production

‘norms’. The real burden
however, has fallen on the
Ukrainian miners who are
forced to work ever greater
depths and in reconstiructed
mine faces without the
needed investment in the

__BY PATRICK KANE

working conditions and
equipment. |

Miners work six and seven
days a week. A miner told
the CPSU Congress in 1986
that ‘Saturday is a normal
working day and Sunday
work has also become the
norm’. Pravda reported in
1984 that every Sun’dag in
1983 had been a work day.

A Donetsk physician has

described the conditions for
miners as ‘intolerable’ and
at the age of 45 miners were
already old men, that they
were duped into fulfilling
and over fulfilling plans and
safety equipment and pre-
cautions existed only on
paper.
- The wretched conditions
hae been made worse as
pressure for increased ex-
ploitation continues and the
deaths continue to mount
with the accidents. ~

The Ukrainian Academy
of Sciences noted back in
1981 that the number of se-
rious explosions had tripled
over the past decade. Most
accidents are not even re-
ported by the official press.
Some however are too se-

rious to avoid.’

This has been the case re-
cently, at the Uasinovskaya-
(zlubokava mine a methane
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now living in Britain and the
United States.

Doubtless they and their
CIA patrons will be hoping to
exploit any unrest in the Bal-
tic countries for their own
reactionary purposes, parti-
cularly as there have been
extradition demands thre-
atening them.

However, unrest and
national feeling in the Baltic
states today reflects genuine
popular opposition to the Sta-
linist bureauecracy’s policies
and methods, much of it
from a generation that has
grown up under Soviet rule.

To attribute all this to ‘CIA
agents’ as ‘Pravda’ does, or

gas explosion ‘entailed a loss
of life’. Despite ‘Glasnost’
the number killed wasnot
disclosed. |

~_The authorities did take
the situation seriously
however.

Alexander Lyashko,
Chairman of the Ukrainian

Council of Ministers made
an appearance on state tele-

vision to say that ‘All the
casualties received aid. No
family will be left without
attention’ and the regime
also said they were ‘taking
measures to eliminate the
consequences of the acci-
dent.’

The only effort made to
remedy the situation by the
high level Commission if In-
quiry was to carry out a
mini-purge of management
— five senior executives
were expelled from the Com-
munist Party and another
eight were put under crimin-
al proceedings.

The accident itself was
blamed on the ‘low level of
discipline and violations of
safety regulations’.

‘Voice of Ameriea’ broad-
casts (Mike Ambrose in the
"Morning Star’), betrays all
the cynicism we have come
to expect from Stalinists who
have not changed, ‘glasnost’
or not.

Trying to smear the Baltic
peoples’ struggles by refer-
ence to ‘nazi collaborators’
iS reminiscent of the way the
Hungarian working cilass
were slandered as ‘fascists’
in 1956. ‘Perostroika’ (res-
tructuring) has not reached
the ‘Morning Stalinist’.

And let’s not forget that in
the years leading ui) to his
deai with Hitler, Stalin slan-
dered Leon Trotsky and the
victims of the Moscow

—

The same thing was said

several years ago by the
‘trade union’ paper Trud
which put most blame for
accidents on the managers
who ensured safety regula-
tions were adhered to ‘only
when it was known that the
inspector’ was visiting.

No sooner had the author-

- ities got one explosion out of -

the way and n able to
avoid an outburst by the
workers, than a second fol-
lowed within six months of
the first. -

At the end of May a
methane gas explosion rip-
ped through the Chaikino
mine in the Donbass, result-
Ing 1n ‘loss of lives’ again.

This time the indications
are it was bigger than the
first one, with ‘office work-

ers’ included in the death
toll.

Condolences cam'e this
time from the ‘Central Com-
mittee’ of the CP, the ‘Sup-

-reme Soviet’ and the ‘Soviet

Government’.
Again the number of

Korean hattle

SOUTH Korean workers,
angered by the police kill-
ing of a young trade un-
ionist, have fought pitch-
ed battles with riot police
sent to attack their
strikes.

At the Daewoo naval dock-
yards on Koje island. work-
ers fought back with stones
and petrol bombs after
police firing tear gas stopped
them marching from a rally.

The day before. 22 August,
21-year old Lee Suk-Kyu had
died after being struck in the
chest by a tear gas cannis-
ter. Riot police had tried to
stop 3.000 workers marching

o the hotel where the

Daewoo company president
was staying.

At the hospital mortuary,
workers set up an altar and

received mourners, but

turned away officials with
wreaths from Labour Minis-
ter Lee Heun-ki, from the
company, and from the local
police chief.

In Seoul, there was a two-
hour clash between riot
police and Yonsei University
students who were trying to
hold a march in support of
striking workers.. The strike
wave, over wages and demo-
cratic union rights, spread to
Seoul’s Kimpo airport and
the capital's bus services
1ast week., |
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Trials, all leading Bolshe-

viks, as ‘Nazi agents’. Dur-
ing the war, the British Com-
munist Party tried to incite
hatred of Trotskyists with
the same vicious libel.

. Ambrose’s article, claim-
Ing to ‘set the record straight
about the popular struggles
which united Esthonia, Lat-
via and Lithuania to the
Soviet Union’, could not
brmg itself to even mention
the de

monstrators’ demand,

that the full text of the Hit-
ler-Stalin pact be published
for the Soviet people.

That’s one of many re-
cords the Stalinists are still
unwilling to ‘put straight’.

anger

deaths was not disclosed and
again a commission of in-
qury was formed but the
authorities realise that con-
tinually replacing one cor-
rupt official by another will
not keep the discontent
under control. So do the
workers themselves.

Back in 1979 alone over 150
people were demoted or dis-
missed by inspectors for
violations. Hundreds more
get off.

. To the worsening condi-
tions and increasing acci-
dents, the authorities have
nothing to offer and no reat
answers to the complaints
which can now be found in
the official press.

In Pravda Ukrainy women
workers from Donestk asked
the question: ‘Work in ex-
cess of time set on days off
became the rule a long time
ago. How long must this
practice go on?

‘When will attention at
long last be paid to the work:

- ers’ opinions, wishes and ex-

pectations?

Wheels
halted

It is an unusual strike. It

may be even be saving some
capitalists money! In CAN-
NES, on the French Riviera,
130 croupiers are on strike at
the Palm Beach casino.

The croupiers, who depend
on tips, say introduction of
fruit machines and a new
miniature roulette is cutting
their earnings and increas-
Ing management’s profits.

The casino is one of seven |

owned by a new Anglo-
French consortium, with a
combined turnover more

‘than half France's annual

£85 million gambling ‘take’.

- Vanunu
urges

anti-nuclear

struggle

ISRAEL nuclear techni-
cian Mordechai Vanunu,
facing treason charges
for exposing the Zionist
state’s nuclear weapon
programme, has urged
his fellow-citizens not to
fall for what the govern-
ment tells them. |
In a letter smuggled from
his cell in Ashkelon prison,
Vanunu, who was kidnapped
by the Israeli secret service

after speaking to the British
press, says: o
‘An act like mine teaches
citizens that their own
reasoning is no less impor-
tant than that of their lead-
ers. Don’t follow them blind-

-1y on crucial issues like nuc-

lear weapons. If there is a
case which calls for civil dis-
obedience, this is it.’

Vanunu, who formerly.

worked at the Dimona nuc-

lear plant, has revealed that

Israel has a stockpile of 200
nuclear weapons, and may
be developing the neutron

bomb.
In his letter, he compares

his action with that of Israeli

soldiers who spoke out
against the Lebanon war and
refused to serve, saying he
hoped to undermine confi-
ggélce in the leaders as they

id.

war and today this has been
reversed. The majority now
know that it was not a war
but simply bloodshed caused
by a few leaders who wanted
to ‘‘impose order’ in a
neighbouring country by the
use of force.’

‘I knew the truth from the
first day of that war. I
wouldnt buy the announce-
ments of the Israeli govern-
ment and 1 developed a
general criticism, including
what is being done in the

nuclear field in this country.’

‘I had to overcome many
personal barriers to do what
I did. The chief barrier was
the sacrifice of msl sin'ivat(’:
life to exposure and slander,

and of my future plans, on
~ this altar.’

Vanunu’s letter was sent to
journalist Yael Lotan, her-

-self facing prosecution under . .

Israel’s new ‘terrorist con-
tacts’ lJaw — the ‘Anti-peace
Law’ as many call it — for
having joined a delegation
that met members of the
Palestine Liberation Orga-
nisation.

@ In London last week, Meir
‘Vanunu, brother of the kid-
napped technician, express-

ed concern that his brother

would not get a fair trial,

since the case — due to open
on 30 August — will be heard
in camera, after a barrage of
orchestrated attacks on his
brother in the
government media, and
without his having the oppor-
tunity to reply.

Addressing a meetin
organised by the Jewis
Socialists’ Group, Meir
Vanunu said he himself had
been threatened with action
under official secrets laws
for talking about how his
brother had been kid-
nappped.

‘My brother is neither a
fool nor a traitor,” he said.
‘What he did, he did for

peace.’

‘Arose. .’

AFGHANISTAN's govern-

‘ment has announced the

country is to be officially cal-
led ‘the Republic of Afgha-
nistan’, and not ‘the Demo-
cratic Repubiic of Afghanis-

tan’, as-the latter title was -
causing 'misunderstand-
| ings’. | -

‘Most people supported the

pro-
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Nuremburg.

'THE DEATH of Rudolph Hess, former deputy to Adolph
Hitler, has reopened a number of important questions about
the nature of fascism and the character of World War 1.

~ As part of the clarification of these questions we publish
three items from ‘Socialist Appeal’ at the time of the 1946
Nuremberg Trial where Hess and other Nazi leaders were
convicted. ‘Socialist Appeal’ was the paper of the Revolu- |
tionary Communist Party, British section of the Fourth
International. In the first article Bill Hunter exposes the

- nature of the war and the way in which the British ruling class

~had assisted those they were claiming to put on trial at

The second article deals with the relationship of the
Nuremberg Trial and the Moscow Trials. At the Moscow
Trials Trotsky had been accused of collaboration with the
Nazis, including Hess. The RCP demanded the right to be
represented at Nuremberg so that these charges could be
put to Hess to establish whether Trotsky or Stalin was lying.

RCP general secretary Jock Haston wrote to Labour
Prime Minister Clement Atlee making this request (item
three). The Labour government, then in collaboration with
Stalin, rejected the proposal.

Nuremberg: Death to Nazi criminals

TRIAL SERVED TO COVER

ALLIED WAR GUILT

BY BILL HUNTER

THE Nuremberg Trial, which
began on 20 November 1945,
has ended. Goering, Ribben-
trop, Streicher and others —
leaders of Fascist Germany,
supported and encouraged by
Allied statesmen in their day —
have been sentenced to death
or to long terms of imprison-
ment. A~

But Shacht, von Papen and
Fritsche have been released.
Their guilt, like that of the big
financiers of Germany, is no
less than the guilt of the other
Nazi gangsters.

But like their counterparts in

~ other countries, the industrial-

ists and big financiers who pro-
fited from the war, they are to
escape their just deserts.

Battle against
German workers

"FASCISM systema-

tises and accentuates
all the repressive bru-
talities and horrors of
capitalism in decay.

A harassed and desperate
- ruling class, utilising the -
- sweepings of human rub-
- bish, reaches ghastly

lengths of bestiality.

That much was known by
every socialist worker, long be-
fore the> Nuremberg trial, ‘but

the catalogue there of Nazi

atrocities, of tortures, of the
systematic working to death of

slave labour, have served to

underline it. | -

The working class of the world,
and least of all Germany, have no
cause for tears over the fate of the
Nazi leaders. The statement of
General von Fritsch, quoted in evi-
dence at Nuremberg, made it clear

 thut one of the major Nazi aims

was ‘to win the battle against the

working class’.

The German workers experi-
enced to the full that aim, experi-
enced it in terms of torture and
executions, police repression and
concentration camps.

They experienced it at a time
when members of the British and

American ruling class, now para-.

ding a new-found love for democra-
cy and a profound disgust at the
Nazi atrocities, were to be found at
Hitler’s banquets, hailing the bul-

‘wark against Bolshevism.

The real purpose of
the trial ‘

FOR over ten months, the Nurem-
berg trial has run its course. It has
focused the attention of a mixed
army of international jurors, and
the gradually waning interest of
the working class. |

The stated purpose of this dis-
play of legal talent, this accumula-
tion of evidence, of accusation and
counter accusation, of film, radio
and press publicity ; was the bring-
ing to book of the criminals re-
sponsible for the last world

- slaughter.

However, it is clear the real
reason for the trial lies not in its
stated purpose. It is clear that the
events in that Nuremberg court

room, during the 300 days, were a

performance staged by those
equally war guilty with the Nazis
lt;ut rallttempting to hide their guilt

y ny

The balance sheet of six years’
war shows a tremendous expendi-
ture. Millions of lost and shattered
lives, of broken bodies and minds:
and now, amidst the devastated
economies, rage the followers of
war, pestilence and famine.

Nuremberg was an effort, on the
part of the Allies, to convince the

‘world working class. that once the

Nazi leaders pay their reckoning,
the account is closed. It was an
attempt to shift the blame they
share, completely on to the shoul-

ders of the Nazis.

It is this real reason for Nurem-
berg which justifies us in callin
the whole trial a farce, a hundre
times more farcical than Al

- Capone indicting and trying Dillin-

ger for gangsterism.

critical denunciations of
their fellow bandits.

; f;erps came to the Nurem
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 Hypocrisy of Allies

DURING this ten months, while
the prosecutors of Britain, France,
America and the Soviet Union
listed the sickening crimes of Naz-
iIsm. world events showed the
hypocrisy of the prosecuting
Allies.

Even while the aggressions of
the Nazis were being recounted.
British imperialism was maintain-
Ing a regime of terror and oppres-
sion in Greece. suppressing the

- colonial peoples struggling for

freedom and strafing Indonesian
villages.

The British prosecutor prated
about -justice. Meanwhile. Dr Kies-
selbach, according. to ‘'Tribure’
September 6. declared opponent of
de-Nazification — was placed by
British imperialism. in charge of
the German *Central Office of Jus-
tice'. .

While the courtroom resounded
with castigations of Nazi oppres-
sion and racial discrimination.
American imperialist suppression
was active in the Philippines and
Ilynch law was rampant in the
southern States.

The prosecutors denounced the
occupation methods of the Nazis.
Yet, even while the French pro-
secutor mouthed phrases of in-
dignation, the agents of French
imperialism were torturing the
people of Indo-China and burning

" their villages.

The miseries of slave labour

under the Nazis were related to the

court at the same time as 10 mil-
lion Germans were uprooted and

o that they werr to emidbark tor dadonesia. . .- -
__ordion of Holland, only velonteers o0 .
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TIHE NUREMBERG TREAL, WHICH BEGAN O\ NOVEMBER  *wth, 1515,
IEAN ENDED. GOERING, RIBRENTROF. SIREHHER AND OTHERS LEADERS
OF FASCINT GERMANY, SEPPORTEDR AND ENCOL KAGED 1Y ALLIED STATES. |
MEN IN THEIR DAY—MHAVE BEEN SENTENCED 1O DEATH OR TO 1.0N6
FERMN OF IMPRESONMENT.

'TCH SOLDIERS ' BUT SHMHT. VON PAPEN AND FRITSCHE  IAVE BEEN  RELEASED, | W0~ izooming " The pensining 217 men, reeeived
‘ : , & TUEIR GUILT. LIKE THAT OF THE RIG FINANCIERS OF GERMANY, IN Ngp | 292y imprisomsent and similar  discharge. Al th
S RESS THAN THE GUILT OF TVHE OTHER \NAZI GANGSTERS,

BUT  LIKE
INDUSTREALINTS AND BIG FINASNCIERS WHO
THEY \RE TO ESCAPE THEIR JUST DESERTS.
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Before the war, the chemical,
plastic, oil and rubber monopolists
of America aided their German
counterparts and divided the world
up between them. That was shown

iIn a recent Government anti-trust

enquiry in America. Gunter Rei-
man in his ‘Patents for Hitler’,
diclosing that Sir Henri Deterding

of Royal Dutch Shell was one of the

earliest financial backers of the
Nazis, gives as his reasons that ‘he

was interested in discovering those

forces which would eliminate once
and for all the dangers of social
and colonial revolutions’.

This sums up the attitude of the
British ruling class. Part of the
profits of Royal Dutch Shell
together with a stream of political
and financial aid went to bolster up
Hitler as a barrier against revolu-
tion and for war on the Soviet
Union.

It was only when it became evi-
dent to the rulers of Britain and
America that German imperialism
had decided to match its strength
against them first, that this policy
was ended. Hitler’s greatest crime
in their eyes was that he double-
crosséd them.

Stalinists stand
guilty too

THE Soviet bureaucracy also
stands guilty of aiding the Nazis.
Stalin’s cynical disregard for the
world working class led him into a
pact with Hitler.

In violation of the Leninist prin-
ciple of self—determination for all

wandered homeless as a result of ™

the wholesale expulsion policy of
the Soviet bureaucracy.

~_In face of world events during
the trial, who can deny that at
Nuremberg the pot called the ket-
tle black, blackening itself still
further while doing so? |

Our rulers assisted
Nazis

AS THE trial dragged on, crimes
of the Nazis since 1933 were cata-
logued by the prosecution. That the

British, French and American rul-

ing class held up their hands in
horror at the war preparations of
the Nazis was a blatant hypocrisy
which must have been evident to
every politically conscious worker.

It is common knowledge in the
Labour movement — the facts
have been repeated from a
thousand platforms — that the
British, American and French rul-
ers gave political, financial and
moral support to Hitler, regarding
the Nazi barbarians as the
saviours of civilisation from the
menace of Bolshevism. They
assisted Hitler to strengthen him-
self by the seizure of Austria and
Czechoslovakia for the purpose of
making war on the Soviet Union.

Goering taunted them for their
role during this period when he

declared that ‘all foreign govern- |

ments. had recognised the Hitler
regime and the entire diplomatic
rg ral-
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nations and open diplomacy, he
made a secret agreement for the
division of Eastern Europe.

It was revealed at the trial that,
in this Pact, Hitler and Stalin de-
fined their spheres of influence in
Poland, Finland, the Baltic coun-
tries and Bessarabia. Stalin
agreed not to permit an active

hostilé position to be taken up by
Turkey, or permit the passage of

British or French warships
through the Dardanelles.

We can comment, in passing,
that recently Soviet propaganda
against Turkey attacked her for
remaining neutral during the war
and taking up the very position
which Stalin in 1939 guaranteed
Hitler he would ensure. o

During the World War 1 Lenin
was a consistent and bitter oppo-
nent of secret diplomacy. When the
Russian workers and peasants

- made their revolution, the Bolshe-

viks immediately opened the Tsar-
ist archives and published the sec-
ret international agreements to the
consternation of world im-
perialism. -

That the Soviet bureaucracy felt

the same consternation when re-

minded of this pact with the Nazis =

was shown at Nuremburg when the

" Soviet prosecutor objected to it

being taken as evidence as ‘the
court was investigating the case of
the major German war criminals
and not the foreign policy of the
Allies’. - -

- This secret agreement divided

out Eastern Europe and the Soviet
bureaucracy thus covertly agreed
- to the invasion of Poland by Nazi

imperialism. At Nuremberg, the

T S e,
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Nazis ironically introduced evi-
dence to justify this invasion by
quoting the approving telegram
which Stalin sent Ribbentrop when
the pact was signed.

‘The friendship of Germany and
the Soviet Union is based on blood
commonly shed and has all the
prospects of being enduring and
steadfast.’ | | .

Later in 1939, Molotov could tal
of the permanent friendship with
Germany and sharply attack the
British blockade for violating In-
ternational law.’

‘I shall shake hands
with Stalin’ — Hitler

TODAY it is the Nazis whom the
Soviet bureaucracy accuse of
violating international law.
However, it was with these same
Nazis that the counter-
revolutionaries of the Kremlin
negotiated their secret agreement.

On 22 August 1939, Hitler spoke
to his commanders, stating: ‘Our
economic position is such because
- of our restrictions that we cannot
hold out more than a few years.’
Then he declared, in triumph:

‘Within a few weeks I shall shake '

hands with Stalin, and undertake
withldhim a new distribution of the
- world.’

It was that handshake, that sec-
ret pact, hidden from the masses,
which let loose the second world
slaughter.

Embarassing
evidence hidden

HAD ALL the war criminals been
on trial in Nuremberg, pr_osecuting

1 BRI Y

. .-.'... . -.':.4:.\_;. o

From ‘Socialist Appeal’ July 1946 |

and prosecuted alike would have
been in the dock. In his concludin
speech, General Rudenko, wit
almost lyrical hypocrisy, declared
that, on the battlefield the Allies

‘had determined the sublime and

noble principle. of international
cooperation, morality of mankind

and the human rules of social com-

munity.’

The mud slinging, the recrimina-
tions at the new theieves Kkitchen of

the United Nations Organisation

which were a continuous back-
ground to the trial, were giving the

lie to this statement even while it

was being uttered.

The trial at Nuremberg steered a
wary course, trying its utmost to
grevent any echo from the squab-

les at UNO entering the cour-
troom. At the same time it kept a
quick eye for any revelations
embarrassing to those in high
places in Britain, America.and the
Soviet Union. . -

The contents of the German
Soviet pact were refused as evi-
dence. Likewise, a statement of
Rosenberg’s relations with the
Hearst press and his connections
with members of the ruling class of
Britain, was ruled out as
irrelevant. -

~ Purposeof
Nuremberg:to
whitewash Allies

IT IS evident that, during the ten
months of Nuremburg, there was
no real attempt to sift out those
guilty of the monstrous crime
against the working class, which

the past six years of slaughter

represent. | |
How could there be when those

. i .
c-
| g

were as guilty as those indicted?
The Nuremberg trials were not

meant to create a basis for future

peace, their purpose was to
whitewash the Allied criminals.

Yet the workers can learn from
Nuremberg. From the recital of
the crimes and atrocities of fasc-
ism they can learn that there is no
brutality or horror to which capi-

talism will not stoop in defending

its decadent system.

And let no worker believe those
brutalities could not happen here.
The thin veneer of capitalist civi-
lisation soon disappears in a capi-
talist state rendered desperate and
endeavouring to find a way out by
crushing the working class.

We must learn also that the
genuine struggle against the war
‘criminals is a struggle against 1m-

perialism the world over, and the

counter-revolutionary Soviet
bureaucracy.

As war criminals, responsible
for the suffering of millions of the

world’s workers, we must indict,

not only the Nazis and the ruling
class of Germany, but the land-

lords, financiers, monopolists and

their politicians ruling the Allied
capitalist nations and with them
the bureaucrats in control of the
Soviet Union.

Press silent

THE leading spokes-

man of the Soviet de-

legation to UNO is now
‘Comrade Vishinsky’,
ex-Menshevik and for-
mer opponent of the

‘Bolsheviks, who has

found high favour and

a very good living in

the Russia of Stalin.
He is familiar to us In
another role: as the man

‘who prosecuted and sent to

their death the majority of

Lenin’s comrades In arms

in the Russian Revolution
during the infamous Mos-
cow trials.

The capitalist préss has

almost unanimously recalled
that Vishinsky was a famous
prosecutor. They have men-
tioned him in connection with
the trial of Metro-Vickers
agents in 1933. But not a whis-
per about the role of Vishinsky

in the most sensational trials

that have ever been staged —

‘the Moscow trials.

Even A.J. Cummings, who had a

lot to say on the Moscow Trials as

an anti-Bolshevik and pro-

‘Stalinist, had a conveniently blank

memory on this occasion. Was it
because of the embarrassing ques-

tions that would immediately

spring to mind of his readers if he
dared to mention the Moscow
trials? | |

The alleged evidence upon which
the cream of Lenin’s Political
Bureau were convicted and
slaughtered by Stalin was that
these old Bolsheviks made a deal
with Hitler and the Nazis. That
they were plotting against the

Soviet Union together with the

Nazis! o
Now, it is Possible to test the
truth of the alleged evidence pre-

sented at the Moscow Trials, in the
courthouse at Nuremberg. All the

Nazi conspiracies it is claimed by :
the British, American, French and

responsible for the indictment -
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G and the MOSCOW TRIALS

Julius Streicher

the Russian governments are

being brought out into the light of

day. ,

Every national daily and politic-
al weekly received copies of the
letters from the secretary of the
RCP (Revolutionary Communist
Party), comrade Jock Haston, to
the Prime Minister; to Hartley
Shawcross — the British prosecut-
ing counsel at Nuremburg — and to
the Russian prosecutor, recalling

the confessions made in the Mos-

cow Trials and demanding that
these confessions be verified or
refuted by the evidence now in the
hands of the Allied intelligence at
Nuremberg. But our letters were
met with a conspiracy of silence.

We publish below the letter from

comrade Haston to Major Attlee

and his reply.

Here we will conclude by asking
Vishinsky, who will read this 1ssue
of the ‘Socialist Appeal’: Why don't

you cogrgsplete your task of'1936-1937

and 1 when you sent to their
death the old Bolsheviks, and
prove at Nuremberg your foul

- slander that Trotsky was allied to
Hitler? Is it because the fake ‘evi-

dence’ you presented at Moscow
will not stand the slightest indepen-
dent investigation? |

~_And to the editor of the ‘Daily
Worker’ we ask the questions: Why
don’t you, who were so eager to
slander Trotskyists as Hitler’s
agents, .answer our letter on the
Moscow-Nuremberg trials?

Why are you so silent about the
alleged link-up between Trotsky
and Hess at the present moment?
Why don’t you demand, together
with the Trotskyists, that for the
sake of justice and historical truth,
a special committee of working-

class representatives be set up, to
investigate in public during the

trial at Nuremberg, the alleged
connection which you were writing
about only a few years ago?

* Letter to Attiee

Revolutionary Com-

munist Party
British Section of the
Fourth International

General Headquarters
256 Harrow Road
London W2

23 December 1945
Prime Minister,

.10 Downing Street,

Westminster, London
Dear Sir,

In 1936-1937 and 1938 a series of

trials took place in Russia in which
it was alleged by the prosecution
that old Bolsheviks such as
Kamenev, Zinoviev and others,

connived with Leon Trotsky,

together with the German General

. Staff and the Government of Hit-
ler, to act as quislings' in a‘war

against the Soviet Union.
- These trials were universally

. condemned by all but the Com-

“munist Parties and the agents of

i

Dear Sir, | -
I write to acknowledge the re-

Yours truly,

Stalin aS‘fra’rpe—ugtria}s.
also the verdict of the independent
Commission of Inquiry set up in
the United States headed by the
famous educationalist Dr John De-

wey, which investigated all the

available evidence over a period of
many months. .

During the war, the Stalin reg-
ime and its agents in the country
through the ‘Daily Worker’ have

-assiduoulsy spread the story that
there were no quislings in Russia
extermin-

because they were a
ated during the Moscow Trials,
and this line of argument has been
taken up by even wider circles.

‘Now that the Nuremberg Trial is
taking place, it is possible in open
court, before the public gaze of the
whole world, to prove either that
the charges levelled against Trots-
ky and the other collaborators of

nin in the October Revolution of
1917 were in fact true, or that the
Moscow Trials were a gigantic
frame-up.

It is alleged by the prosecution at
Nuremberg that the secret Nazi
Breparationq for war are being

rought out in public court. If this

is true, then there must be docu-
ments in existence proving or dis-

proving the vast conspiracy

is was.

alleged by the Prosecutor at the

Moscow Trials. Vishinsky (who is
also attending the Nuremberg
Trial) to have existed between the
Nazis and Leon Trotsky.

Our Party, and all the sections of
the Fourth International have a
vital interest in this case. For
many years we have been the ob-
ject of a world-wide slander cam-
galgn directed against us on the

asis of the ‘evidence’ at the Mos-
cow Trials. | |

X Wpt believe that this is an oppor-
tuni

ourselves, but the memory of Leon
Trotsky. Whatever you, your Party
or your Government might think of
his theories and political ideas, he

was,edyou will agree, a disting-

uished socialist revolutionist, who
dedicated his whole life to the
emancipation of the working class
from the wage slavery of capi-
talism. R

In the interests of truth and of

'history, of the struggles of the

workers for socialism, your gov-
ernment, as the representative of
the British Labour movement, has
the moral duty to pursue this mat-
ter so that the validity or otherwise
of the Moscow Trials can be estab-
lished once and for al in the eyes of
the world working class.

We ask you, through your repre-
sentatve at Nuremberg, to bring

out the relevant issues in the Mos-

cow Trials, to call upon the Rus-
sian representative to produce the
‘evidence’ relating to the connec-
tion between Leon Trotsky and his
son with the Nazis, as a vital part
of the present Nuremberg Trial.

_‘We further request you to make
it possible for the Revolutionary

Communist Party to have legal
representation at the Nuremberg

Trial with (a) a watching brief; an
(b) the right to intervene and ques-
tion witnesses as well as some o
the accused at Nuremberg, who

were directly linked with Leon "

Trotsky by the prosecutor Vishins-
ky in the infamous Moscow Trials.

Yours sincerely,

‘Jock Haston

. General Secretary
Revolutionary Communist Party

The reply

10 Downi%.ﬁxl'leeﬁ
- iteha

21 January 1946

ceipt of your letter to the Prime
Minister of December 23 and to
inform you that it is not possible
for His Majesty’s Government to
take action in the manner sug-
gested therein. |

A | J.M. Addis

not only to vindicate .
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AFTER three decades of war, Viethamese peo-
ple are expert at the art of survival but have
“missed out on the know-how that only free
exchange with the rest of the world can prom-
L - ote. Their ingenuity and tenacity are impressive
" but their isolation has already deprived and will
- continue to deprive them of their share of
development expertise and of the rest of the
world’'s advances ‘in scientific, technological
and medical fields. |
With 4 million dead — more than haif of them
children under the age of 16 — Vietnam has
paid a very high price. Today millions of chil-
dren, undernourished and sick, still pay the
price. The article below is taken from an
~account of a visit to Vietham by a United
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Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) worker.

) L .

AS THE piane
approaches Hanoi, the
landscape is pock-
marked with craters
from B-52 bombings. Fil-
led with muddy water
they break up the
geometry of the paddy-
fields.

In the capital, avenues
lined by lush tropical
trees, the spacious resi-
‘dences with wrought-iron
gates slowly falling into
disrepair, are symbols of
the old colonialists’ need
to recreate French ele-
gance 1n the far corners
of the world.

The air is extremely hot
and humid. The place is au-
‘stere. It is also said to be
infested by rats. Bicycles,
rickshaws and a few bat-

tered buses are the main

means of transport.
However, the consequ-

ences of 30 years of war. first

against the French. then
against the Americans. can-
not only be seen in the en-
vironment. They are serious-
- ly affecting everyday life
and the long-term develop-
ment of 60 million people:
Vietnam desperately needs
international aid.

Since 1979, when the Viet-
namese army overthrew the
Pol Pot regime in neighbour-

ing Kampuchea, Vietnam
has bheen deprived of aid.

Outside the Soviet Union,
only Sweden. the United Na-
tions and. more recently Au-
stralia, have been providing
some of the much-neede
and eagerly awaited funds to
rehabilitate this tragic coun-
try and its -people.

‘The aid just dried up over-
night.” remembers one Euro-
pean aid worker.

Vietnam has been forgot-
ten. and it is easy to assume
that this sniall Asian country
- can overcome any difficulty
and must be thriving.

Now. with virtually no

telephone, telex and mail, it
is hke living on the moon.
The lack of communications
cxacegbates the isolation in
which most of the world has
placed the Vietnamese
pcople. y

The country lacks every-
thing: transport facilities,
machinery, medical drugs,
surgical instruments, pesti-
cides, fertilisers, paper,

culosis

For example a hospital
may have an X-Ray machine
but no plates, let alone the
chemicals for developing X-
Ray films: or with only half
the cat-gut needed for
surgery some doctors in the
rural areas have t{o use cot-
ton to stitch wounds.

A VISIT to the paediatric
wards at the Bach Mai
hospital in Hanoi, built by
the French next to a noisy

steam railway line, ends

with a sad impression:

deprived of most basic

drugs and equipment, its
highly-trained and dedi-
cated staff can often offer
only temporary relief.

Rheumatic heart disease,

bronchial pneumonia and

anaemia are widespread as
well as rickets, malaria and
dengue fever. The plague is

endemic, and 30.000 new

cases of tuberculosis are re-
ported each year.

Because of the shortage of
drugs the mortality rate is
high. Many children develop
the meningeal form of tuber-
with a high incidence
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Post-war generation at the 19th May créche. Because of poor nutrition
exhausted and need l'egl“al' rest perlods durll'lg the dav

~of cerebral damage.

To palliate this severe
shortage of drugs. people
rely on traditional medicine
and the use of medicinal
plants which are widely
grown, even In schools and
training colleges. People
pride themselves that ‘there
are no side-effects’ in natu-
ral medicine.

But to the paediatrician at

the Bach Mai hospital, with

enicillin only to stop the
atal progress of a whole list

of deadly diseases, the use of

plants cannot replace strong
antibiotics. ~

‘Malnutrition ,.is' wide-

spread. The average diet of

the Vietnamese worker is
1,940 calories
internationally accepted
minimum is 2,300 calories.

According to the National
Institute of Nutrition in
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Hanoi. half of Vietnam's pre-
school children are chroni-
cally undernourished. most
of them In the one-to-three
age group. |
A staple diet of rice. defi-
cient in proteins, lipids, vita-
mins and minerals, makes
children very vulnerable to
infections and stunts their
growth. A young boy

~appears to be a five-year-old

malnourished child — he is
nine. .

A .one-year-old who has
been hospitalised two

months with congenital mal-

nutrition weighs only 4.5kg
(10ibs). Born to an under-
nourished mother, the foetus
did not grow properly. She
was a low-birth-weight baby
and her prospeets are bleak.

~Normally, this child needs
to be fed five small meals
daily consisting of milk,

.....
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meat or fish, green veget-
ables and fruit. Instead her
mother can only give her a
bit of milk and rice three
times a dav

The hospital cannot pro-
vide food and it is up to
families to find and bring
food to their sick relatives.
Due to undernourishment
lactating mothers lose their

- milk after three months and

the weaning practice of giv-
ing a baby thin rice gruel to
which is gradually added
small amounts of meat and

vegetables is often nutri-

tionally unsatisfactory.

THE literacy rate is very
high — between 80 and
100 per cent in the north.
With lack of mechanisa-
tion, production is labour-

.intensive and relies
heavily on women.

Most children attend
creches and nursery schools
from six months onwards.

‘Vocational training, carpen-

try, metalwork, pottery.
sewing, ete. play an impor-
tant role in education which
is compulsory for six years.

Books are in short supply
and paper is recycled again
and again. . . In creches
and nurseries, teachers
must provide all the ideas
and motivation as toys are
few. The walls are bare,
there are no posters, picture
books, swings or climbing

- frames.

At the 19 May Creche (Ho

Chi Minh’s birthday) in Da

Tong village, little children
gracefully mimed a song ab-

out the late President Ho Chi -

Minh who had no children
but was visited by many who
sat on his knee and stroked
his beard.

It is the hot season and
most of the toddlers suffer
from boils. Because of poor
nutrition young children are
easily exhausted and need
regular rest periods during
the day to recuperate their
strength.

Although 1t is summer
break at the Teachers’
Training School in Hanoi,
students are busy bookbind-
ing and illustrating teaching
books by hand in preparation
for the next school term.

young chiidren are easily

—

problem and many children
suffer from parasitic worms
which, coupled with mal-
nutrition, impair their
growth and sap their energy.

In the rainy season, the
area of Tan Mai in Hanoi is
often flooded and water can
reach up to half a metre
inside houses. A plan to im-
prove drainage and sanita-
tion is now underway with
the support of UNICEF. New
latrines and handpumps will
be built. One old latrine still
has an unexploded bomb in-
side it.

LED by their war veter-
ans and in a determined
effort to overcome mal-

nutrition, the government
launched the national

"VAC movement.

VAC 1s the acronym of
three Vietnamese words:
Vuon, the garden, Ac, the
pond, and Chan Nuoi, animal
husbandry.

Families are encouraged,
outside the collective eco-
nomy devoted to rice cul-
ture, to transform their own
home gardens (50 sq m per
person) into a small but com-
pact eco-system, linking
fruit and vegetable produc-
tion with fish culture and pig
or chicken raising. -

The system relies entirely
on the recycling of human
and animal waste and on the
work of the older and youn-
ger members of the ex-
tended family. Gardening is

less tiring and time-

consuming than working in
the fields which needs whole

workdays.

Supported by UNICEF,
the VAC project also in-
volves nutrition education,
sanitation and health prog-
rammes. Surpluses can be
sold as added income for the
commune and the families.

Traditionally Vietnamese
do not eat enough fruit, but
new orchards with citrus-
trees will provide more vita-
min C for Da Ton village, the
showpiece of the VAC move-
ment. |

Although VAC will not
eradicate malnutrition
altogether, it has great
potential and the first results
have been very encouraging.

bhooks . and cash: but
smaller items. too. like bat-

Overall, people in rural
areas are marginally better

L Others make electricity

. ’ - fffeee o '. .' ) . .‘-. ) . & )
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teries. candles. soap. match-  yietnam: an Isolated country, lacking everything despite the tenacity and ingenut sockets out of clay moulds.  oerihan the urban population
ﬁﬁia&?ﬁ? are often un- — | . | . As 1n most developing who do not have land to grow

‘countries, sanitation is a big  their own food. =
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HT NAZI IN
JIl | GUN
TRADE

WHILE most people
were still reeling from
the horror of the
deaths in Hungerford,
some were waking up

'EVERY FRIDAY evening for the last three
‘weeks the -Viraj Mendis Defence Campaign
hasheld a demonstration and rally starting in
Manchester city centre. |

‘Over 60 people marched last week in a vociferous

demonstration which caught the attention of the public . .. | - |
and finished at the Church of Ascension where Viraj is - |

In sancturay. The marches were organised after Viraj ¢

¢

lost his appeal against deportation to Sri Lanka.

- The main speaker at the
rally was Sharon Raghip, the
wife of Engin Raghip who,
along with Mark Braithwaite
and Winston Silcott has been
framed for the murder of a
policeman and jailed for life.

She told the rally ‘Carry on
the fight and you will win. I
need the support of VMDC
and VMDC needs the support
of the Broadwater Farm De-
fence Campaign.

- People

“‘Working class people
néed to come together to
fight for their rights against
the state. Viraj has the right
to stay here and my husband
has the right to spend his life
with his son and wife. If I
knew my husband was guilty
m any way of the murder I
would accept the verdict.
But some people walked free
because they were just

[ BY.STUART CARTER

asked to grass other people
up so that they could be
brought in. |
My husband is in jail with
Paul Hill, one of the Guild-
ford 4. He has been in jail for

13 years sentenced to impris-
onment for the rest of his

natural life.

‘Recently I read Robert |
- Kee’s book on the Guildford 4

and I was astonished at the
similarities between their
case and that of Ergin’s.

The judges summing up

-was using the same words. If

enough pressure is put on the
State they may get out at the
appeal instead of waiting 13
gears. But the frame-up has

ad the effect in my area of

making some people fright-

ened of voicing their opinion.
‘Two weeks ago I went on

the Troops Out Movement
delegation to Belfast. Some
papers there gave me excel-
lent write-ups, others were

only interested in asking
why 1 was supporting the

IRA. | |
‘I won’t go into the evi-
dence of the case. It is all in
the leaflet except to say
there was no real evidence.
The trial took place in a

situation where Alastair

-Mills of the Star said about

Mask that the last time he
saw a face like that it was in
a cage.’

Mike, speaking for the
RCG, said ‘Mrs Thatcher
will go to Russia and tell
them about freedom but she
doesn’t talk about freedom
here, freedom from unem-
loyment, bad housing and
rame-ups. So black people
are deported every wek whil
o0 unwanted nazi war cri-

‘minals are allowed to stay
" here.’ |

Likat Ali, who is now
under threat of deportation
himself, spoke next.

‘I came here in 1978 as a
student, got married in 1982
but the marriage broke up.
In 1986 I married again.
Although my wife is allowed
to stay here the Home Office
says that if we want to stay

together we should move to

Pakistan.

‘I need support to foi'ce the
Home Office to allow me to

stay on compassionate
grounds.’ -

Viraj then spoke and said

that Broadwater Farm
frame-ups and the immigra-
tion laws were both aspects
of the racism in this country.
He said that the Manchester
Evening News had deliber-
ately stirred up attacks on
the church with headlines
such as ‘Mendis Swaps Let-
ters With IRA Thugs’.

Stream

There has been a steady
stream of threatening letters
and phone calls to the
church. A recent letter from
Column 88 said ‘It’s over for
Mendis. Wog out now’. It 1s
also rumoured that the local
police have set up a special
unit in preparation for an
attack on the church to get
Viraj out. |

Healy, apologist for

By Geoff Pilling

AFTER disappearing
from public life for
almost two years, Ger-
ry Healy, expelled for-
~mer member of the
Workers Revolution-
ary Party, made only
his second public
appearance when he
spoke last weekend on
the platform of the
‘Marxist Party’ at the
Riverside Studios,
Hammersmith.

Workers Press

obtained a transcript of

“Healy’s speech.

At one level it is a
rambling, confused per-
formance, full of dow-

nright historical inaccur-
acies.

"At another it underlines

the fact that Healy has now

broken completely from any
connection with Trotskyism
and the Fourth International
~and has become an un-
ashamed, if confused, apo-
logist for the Stalinist
bureaucracy and its policy of
glasnost.

No doubt stung by critic- -

~isms from his opponents
Healy protested hollowly:
‘I'm not a pro-Gorbachev
man. That’s nonsense! I'm a
- communist.’ |

Yet there was one thing
this ‘man of principle’ quite
failled to mention: What his
new  Marxist *‘Party was,

where it had come from, or
- where it was going. This is
not surprising. Healy also

said nothing of his expulsion
from the Trotskyist move-

ment. In October 1985 he was
removed from the WRP for
systematic sexual abuse of
female comrades, for vio-
lence inside the Party and
for slander against oppo-
nents. Virtually everybody
in his hundred-strong audi-
ence Kknew this to be the
case. Yet of the events lead-

ing to his expulsion Healy

sald precisely nothing.

At the same time Healy
spoke in stentorian terms:
‘when we speak of history,
we speak of the truth of his-
tory’. Healy is a fraud: about

~ history in general and his

own history in particular,
Healy is a fraud.

He is also the latest recruit
to that body of reformists
and revisionists who are
zealous advocates of glas-
nost (openness). But there
was little sign of openness at

~the Riverside last Sunday.

All known political oppo-
nents were excluded from
the meeting by specially im-

ported stewards and all

attempts to question Healy
were suppressed.

Healy failed to mention his
past but he had much to say
about the current situation in
the Soviet Union, and very
revealing it was. -

‘When we’re speaking of
the progress of the Bolshevik
revolution, how has it been
possible for this political re-
volution to make progress
unless there is an enormous

~ discussion and a most wide-

spread discussion? Now we

know that ‘Pravda’ is trying -

to dampen things down. I
think that is a mistake (a

mistake!!) Many good things

(!!) are now appearing in
Pravda, but it’s a mistake to

dampen the discussion
down.’

S0 Pravda, the organ of

Stalinism, is guilty of ‘mis-

takes’, although to be fair it
does carry ‘many good
things’ (on these good things

Healy was not surprisingly

somewhat coy.

Healy had earlier said that
the Soviet Union had to ‘buy
time’. ‘It has to buy time
because it has to change,
now, all the forms that were

established by the Stalinist

bureaucracy by bringing the
working class and the intel-
ligentsia onto the scene
again, and introducing them
to freedom of eriticism,

democratic rights and the
~election of their own com-

mittees of control(?). No
more disenfranchisement of
the soviets.’

What is this ‘Soviet Union’
that Healy says must now
change and democratise it-

self? His abstraction is that

of an evader. There are two
fundamental forces in the
Soviet Union: the working
class and the Stalinist
bureaucracy which repre-
sents the interests of im-
perialism in the first work-

£5,000 Special Fund

IN SO FAR: £2,402.65

The Workers Revolutionary Party Special Fund continues to
come in at a very slow rate.

The important work in_progress preparing for the forthcom-
ing Conference to reorganise the Fourth International needs

every penny that can be raised for it to go ahead successful-

ly without interruption.

If every reader was to give something to this _appeal,
however modest — and ask others to do the same, it would

make a big difference.

® PLEASE send donations without delay to: WRP Special
Fund, PO Box 735, London SW9 7QS

Stalinism

ers state. There can be no
reform of this bureaucracy.
It must be overthrown by the

-working class, led by a sec-

tion of the Fourth Interna-
tional.

It is this question, that of
the political revolution,
which has separated all
those who have fought for
the continuity of the Fourth
International in opposition to
those who claim that the
bureaucracy can be re-
formed, that it has ‘positive’

10-12 Atlantic Road
Brixton
London SW9 8HY
01-274 8342

- Paperbacks Centre

389 Green Street
Upton Park
London E13

MANY BOOKS HALF PRICE
BARGAINS IN ALL CATEGORIES
CHILDREN'S, SPORT, NOVELS

SPECIAL SALE OF POLITICAL AND
HISTORICAL BOOKS AND RARE ITEMS
FROM THE TROTSKYIST ARCHIVES

Sale ends 29 August

The other London shops will remain open

Paperbacks Centre

Srat

AR
.....

GORNA

G. HEALY

and ‘negative’ features.

Healy has clearly placed
himself in this camp, an apo-
logist for Stalinism, at a time
when it is in mortal crisis.
This is why his expulsion,
together with that of his
closest collaborator,
Michael Banda (also an

-~ advocate of Stalinism) was
of such great historical sig
nificance for the Trotskyist

movement.

28 Charlotte Street
London W1F 1HJ
01-636 3532

to the fact that
weapons like the AK47
are being sold: as
‘sports guns’ in Bri-
tain, amd one man had
his own message.

‘The private citizen has
been left defenceless by
the tight laws that govern
gun ownership,’ claimed
businessman Michael
McLaughlin. He wants
not fewer guns around,
but more! |

‘I believe that if people all
carried guns then this sort of
thing we have seen in
Hungerford would not hap-

pen,’ he told reporters from
the ‘London Evening Stan-

~dard”.

‘In Georgia in the States
everyone has a gun and you
would think twice before you
started banging off at them.’
(‘Standard’, 20 August). |

Of course, as you might
guess, Mr McLaughlin has a
particular interest in bring-
iIng American backwoods
gun-law to the streets of Bri-.
tain.

He happens to be in the
business.

. McLaughlin runs a shop
called ‘Rucksack ’'n’ Rifle’

" from Wrexham, North

Wales, providing everything
from sheath knives to rifles
for well-dressed ‘Rambo’
gunfreaks. And in the wake
of this lethal trade comes
Michael Ryan, a ‘quiet un-

assuming’ young man

. . . with a problem.

McLaughlin also runs a
paper called ‘The Survival-
1st’, advertising para-
military style courses for
gun owners, with country
ranges equipped with hu-
man-like figures as targets.

‘Rucksack 'n’ Rifle’ uses
an advertising logo showing
a snarling ‘Rambo’ charac-
ter, complete with head-
band, knife and ammunition
pouch on his belt, and firing
an automatic rifle.

Witnesses

Not unlike the way witnes-
ses described Michael Ryan
as looking.

According to the ‘Stan-
dard’ report, ‘McLaughlin,
44, was checking today to see
whether Ryan subscribed to

| his newspaper, Survivalist.’

Well, while he was at it,
Workers Press was checking
on Mr Michael McLaughlin.
We thought he sounded
familiar. We were right.

Back in the 1970s,
McLaughlin had a more
peaceful occupatien, as a
milkman in Bebington,
Cheshire. But for Michael
McLaughlin, opportunity
knocked in 1974, when Colin
Jordan stepped down as
leader of the neo-Nazi Brit-
ish Movement, and
McLaughlin took over.

The. British Movement
carved out a place for itself
on the far right as the most
violent and openly Nazi
organisation. In 1979,
McLaughlin was sentenced
to four months for offences
Xnder the Race Relations .

ct. |

In 1981, another British
Movement member, Rod

{ Roberts, was sentenced to

seven years on charges of
racial incitement, arson, and
illegal possession of arms
and ammunition, including a
sub-machine gun.
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NATIONALISATION
The dream or

the nightmare?

THIS year is the 40th anniversary of nationalisation of the coal industry. To mark the
event, Durham Miners’ Association produced a commemorative souvenir brochure
for their Gala, giving an incisive account of what nationalisation has meant to the
Durham coalfield. As a union they feel it is important to raise questions as to why a

-

‘whole coalfield has been virtually destroyed under public ownership while millions of

tonnes of coal have been sterilised. To battle against privatisation, they say, they

~must understand how they have fared under state control.

In 1947 nationalisation seemed like a dream, but in the 1980s that vision seems
tarnished. The Durham Miners Association hope their analysis is of benefit to those
who may, once again, have the chance to bring their industries under public
ownership. WORKERS PRESS is pleased that the Association has given us
permission to reprint their account. Copies of the souvenir brochure are available

The dawn of a
new era

THE Labour Govern-

ment of 1945 was
elected with a clear
mandate to nationalise
the coal industry.
Even the Mine Owners’
Association accepted the

matter with good grace —
provided, of course, that

thev were suitably compen-

sated for their losses.

But the miners were still

held to their pits by the Essen-
tial Work Order until August
1946 and were told that they
were still required to act in the

national interest’ — a phrase

they were to hear a great deal
more of In the years to come.

Manny Shinwell — MP for

Easington — was the Minister of
Fuel and Power and persuaded
the union to elect a National Pro-
duction Officer and regional coun-
terparts to oversee labour in the
mines. The union was to be used
as a 'policing’ organisation to en-
sure miners kept up the pace of
production.

Former Chopwell lodge official
Will Lawther was now National
President of the NUM. He told the
June 1946 conference:

‘The Labour government, rest-

-ing on the loyalty and class con-

scious awareness of the minewor-

kers in this country have saved
the industry from catastrophe.’”

The Durham resolution to the
same conference called for the
conferences with management to
achieve ‘a new industrial morality
to secure friendly discipline in the
industry’. Durham delegate J.
Foster reflected a spirit of optim-
Jism when he said:

‘You will remember at every
conference that has been held
nationalisation has been men-
tioned as something we have been
looking for, dreaming about and
hoping for. Today it is almost
upon us.’

But hanging in the wings was a
deep division between the dreams
of some miners and the wishes of
the Government. On January 17,
1947, Shinwell said at a conference
in Glasgow:

‘Nationalisation is not intended

from them — see advert right.

to primarily benefit the miner.
There is the coal consumer to be
considered. the interest of the na-
tion. our export frade and all
that.’

But he was keen to reduce the
price of coal only ‘so far as is
practicable’ to retain decent stan-
dards of living for those employed
in the industry. Shinwell’s idea of
‘practicable’ did not go very far
towards meeting the demands of
The Miners’ Charter put forward
bv the union. He refused:

@® Setting a national standard
wage.

® A second week’s paid holiday.

® Compensation for industrial de-
seases. -

@® Seven hour shifts.

Even the conciliation agree-
ment for the industry was turned
down at first because Shinwell
hoped the pit production commit-
tees. would stay. .

His hard line carried over into
his attitude as to who should con-
troj the industry. The MFGB al-
wavs stopped short of demanding
full control of the nationalised In-
dustiy, but called for equal repre-
sentution with government
bodies. Even the Sankey propos-
als wouid have allowed one-third
union representation on the board.

- But Shinwell was adamant. The
national union committee minutes
of June 14, 1946 reported:

‘The minister (Shinwell) has
concluded that he is not prepared
to consult the union in the Board

‘as a whole. He pointed out that

persons so appointed would be
representing the capitalist 1n-
terests — Lord Citrine, former

TUC secretary and architect of

the miners’ betrayal in the 1926

- strike and Ebby Edwards, secret-

ary of the MFGB. Edwards res-
igned his secretaryship of the
MFGB to join the Board.’

One of the most distasteful
appointments, as far as the min-
ers were concerned., was the
chairman, Lord Hyndley. He was
made a Baronet by the Tories and
was the hated former head of the
Powell Duffryn Coal Company —
the firm which inflicted such mis-
ery on the South Wales miners.

The stage was then set for the
future of mationalisation. Miness.
through their unioas. were to have
very little say in how the state-run
enterprise was rum. They were
being told that they would still
have to work in ‘the national in-
terest’. It was clear to Shinwell
that the national interest was the
same as that of the capitalist
class.

The first ten
years. . .

THE first decade of nationa-
lisation was marked by an
acute shortage of coal which
brought havoc to the post-war
economy. |

The National Coal Board was

charged with the duty of produc-

ing as much coal as possible to
feed the economy made hungry by
the need for reconstruction.

The immediate modernisation
and the mechanisation of the
mines was held up by the overrid-
ing need to maximise production.
That production would have been
disrupted by attempts to intro-
duce new methods and machin-

“ery. Any other improvements

were hampered by:

@® Shortage of capital.

® Shortage of mining machinery
in Britain. |

@ The need for full production to
feed the fuel crisis.

The NCB had been saddled with

ln&estment-starved pits struggled on with 6ut‘-dated technology to méin;ain prod;i@:tioﬁ ‘

"world market at _inﬂated prices

a massive bill for compensation to
the coal owners of £394 nillion —
and this at 1946 prices. That was
at a time when miners earned
around £300 a year!

No wonder the coal owners
laughed all the way to the bank.

The state through the NCB had

rewarded them over and above
the odds for an industry which the
government’s Reid Commission

said was ‘investment starved,

undermechanised and hopelessly
inefficient’. |

The coal owners made a profit
purely by keeping down miners’
wages. Now it was the turn of the
government to do the same. They
artificially kept down the price of
coal, restricting the NCB’s profits
and in turn depressing miners

" wages at a time when there was

full employment and a desperate
need for coal.

In Durham there was a shortage
of miners — everyone in the coun-
ty over the age of 40 will remem-
ber the Bevan Boys, who were
conscripted labour in the mines
during and after the 1939-1945 war.

At national and local level the
union collaborated with the em-
ployer (the NCB) to keep the work-
force under control. The NUM
leadership was determined to
make sure nationalisation worked
— almost at any price. |

Some miners felt differently. St

Hilda’s lodge in South Shields re-

fused to take part in the Vesting
Day celebrations. They were re-
ported as saying: ‘It (nationalisa-

tion) is just a different play with
the same old actors.’ |

The financial terms under
which the NCB was born were far
~from favourable. The board bor-
‘rowed the money for compensa-
tion and the interest repayments.

alone meant that the NCB oper-
ated-at a ‘loss’ for five of its first
ten years. The government also
forced the board to buy coal on the

o a Ry

raraeae_ 4

_}ﬁ' 25

when coal was short.
They were ordered to sell it In

the UK at domestic prices — thus

making yet another loss.
Desperately under-capitalised,

“the board’s managers set about
- drawing up the first Plan for Coal
in 1950. The plan forecast that
output in Durham would be the -

same in 1961-1965 as it had been In
1949.

But between 1950 and 1965 they

planned to shed 28,300 jobs, still
leaving a total of 80,000 in the
‘county’s mining industry.

. Durham coking

nowned for being ‘the best of its
kind in the world’ and 226 million

tons of it lay below the west of the
county. Twenty-three of the West
Durham pits were expected to
continue mining for at least 50

years! |
Nearly all of them were, howev-

er, technologically backward (the

last survivor of the original 23,
Sacriston, was still. working with
pit ponies when it closed 1n 1985).

As we have seen, compensation
charges and interest repayments
left the board with little or no
money to invest in new machin-
ery. Crippled by this burden,
almost 20 years after nationalisa-
tion, the coal board still owed
£334.5 million, and was paying £25
million in interest charges in 1965.

That turned a possible operat-

ing profit of £0.2 million into a loss -

of £24.8 million for the year.

So, who was making the profit
out of public ownership of the
mines? '

The coal owners had invested

‘their compensation wisely —
largely in mining equipment and

machinery firms. Coal merchants
and distributors were also run-
ning up huge profits with their
mark-up on prices. The NCB could
have totally nationalised distribu-
tion, machine manufacture and

equipment supplies, but the NCB-

chose not to.

A huge and lucrative sector of
the industry was left in private
hands. The relationship between
public and private capital led to a
series of scandals in the board

during the 1960s. In one such scan- .

dal NCB chairman at the time,
Lord Robens, was implicated in
allegations of dubious deals over a
powered support company in
which ‘his own son had shares.

And in 1972, two NCB employees

revealed that major supply com-
panies were involved in a scheme
in which spare parts for roof sup-

ports were altered and charged to
the colliery books at a higher
~price. One of those who blew the
gaff was sacked for his attempt to

cut costs. N
Every Durham miner had a

story to tell about brand new

machinery arriving in the pit be-

fore closure, to prove that a col- .
liery is ‘uneconomic’, at least on
paper. Suspicion of corruption.

within the board ran high for

many years, and questions are
still being asked about the board’s

eccentric accounting system. -

.............
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- JACQUES TAT! directs and stars in the classic French comedy ‘Monsieur Hulot's Holiday’
(1953), Saturday 29 August at 1p.m., Channel _FOUI'. |
Tom Scott Robson and Peter Fryer are also on holiday.
' LISTINGS are published free by WORKERS o
.PRESS each week for organisations in the labour :
- movement. Please send details to arrive by
mid-day Monday for publication the following -
Thursday. D - | ADVANCE NOTICE:
FREE THE FRAMED IRISH PRISONERS Commit- ‘March for the release of Moses Mayekiso .
. tee meeting on Wednesday 2 September 7.30p.m. | Saturday 10 October | |
at Camden Town Hall, Bidborough Street, NW1. . London |
TRADE UNIONS AGAINST MSC Conference to The March for Mayekiso Committee meets every :
co-ordinate opposition to MSC schemes and govern- Wednesday, 8p.m. at Conway Hall, Red Lion Square,
ment policies on unemployment through the trade . London WC1 to organise the march -
unions. Saturday 7 November, 9.30a.m. — 5p.m., . ' .
Dr Jonson House, 40 Bull Street, Birmingham B4. : A - SRS |
Registration £5. Contact M.Arkwright 01-521 4130. mive—— -
- OUR JOBS AND SERVICES ARE NOT FOR SALE ' VY, . 'y e
| - Conference, Thursday 10 September, 10a.m. — l_ O W T R Y l_ T D ( T L W B B
%p.m. ls(.;aatgden_ (é.entxa, hBidbor?Jugh 'TSt_réaetU wci. | L T T A Y , o
. - Organi y London Authorities Joint Trade Unions. . . | |
| O1:274 7722 extn, 2001). sl We can do your typesetting, print your leaflets, etc. :
FREE MOSES MAYEKISO Free All South African - - S x | | E— -
| Prisoners; Hands Off COSATU; End Biitish Col- e P s e S
, laboratiqlt_'l- With %partheid.A March to g,%uth sﬁgtrica_ | 1 Example: Typesetting; £15 per 1,000 words § -
House, Trafalgar Square. Assemble mid-day Satur- - Drintin - " 408 | .
| day, 10 October Cierkenwell Green, London EC2 o _.Pnnt',ng - y -1_’000‘- A_4 f°’ L_25°00 o B
r (nearest tube: Farringdon) - B Quotations also available for Web offset
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‘Organisations of the Unemployed. Lobby in Black- | ~ aCCOI'dIng to size and run.
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NON-STOP PICKET OF SOUTH AFRICA HOUSE . nq._ - | .
For the release of Neison Mandela and all political I__owtry L.td" 21-25 Beehive Place, Brixton,
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e T e e e Play, Hear Their Story. REVOLUTION ARY
MARCH FOR P;’lngKlgo COMMITTEE Open B | |
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- LETTERS

The Communist
Party and the
‘Morning Star’

IT WOULD have been more
sensible and more honest for
Geoff Pilling to have looked
at the Communist Party Ex-
ecutive’s report of work —
freely available — before

rushing to repeat, without
aknowledgement, the ‘Morn- -

ing Star’s’ factional distor-
tion of 1ts contents.

The sale of the Communist

‘Party’s weekly ‘Seven Days’

‘has dropped to below 3.500".
worries Comrade Pllhng

Not true.

The report of work shows

it to have been at around
6,000 for the last year, as
well as indicating the rise 1n

‘Marxism Today's’ sale®
from an average of 11,000 in

1982 to around 14.500 today,
on which Pilling
‘Star’ are silent.

sales tigures of- Wonkerq
Press?) -

‘During thls permd there

“have been many expulsions

and two large party districts
— 1n London and the north

west — have been shut

down.’ Pilling tells us. Also
untrue.

. The Executive's report
shows that in London a dis-
trict congress was closed

down in November 1984. with

another one being success-
fully held subsequently.

- In the north west the for-
mer district committee was
dismissed by the Executive
for not implementing nation-
al decisions. A new district
committeec was elected at
the north west district con-

- gress last November.

The report also shows that
the number of members ex-
pelled by the Executive
Committee over the last four
vears was 33. (How many
people have been expelled
from the much smaller WRP
over that period? And when
will the WRP publish its

membership flgures?)

in view of the tact that the
previous relationship betwen

the Communist Party and.

the *Morning Star’ was
broken by the ‘Star’s’ editors
several years ago, what does
Geoff Pilling mean when he

the rule committing mem-
bers to read and help circu-

and the
(By the
- way, when will we be told the

‘Should the (CP) ex-
ecutive succeed (in changing

late the ‘Star’), a hlStOI‘lC

‘break between the Commun-
-ist Party and its daily paper

which has existed since the

appearance of the ‘Daily
Worker’ in 1930 would be
broken (sic)?’

Incidentally the KExecu-

tive's proposal for the

change in rule was put for-
ward before the announce-
ment of the selling off of the
‘Star’s’ building. not- after,
as Pilling writes.

I'm sorry to have to say s0.
but the unspeakable Alex
Mitchell’'s accounts in the

‘News Line’ of the breach.

between the Communist
Party and the *“Morning Star’
back in 1983 were much bet-
ter informed and more cohe-
rent than Geoff Pilling's un-

checked titbits lifted from -
the ‘Morning Star’ a_nd the

‘Financial Times’.
Monty Johnstone

We will reply to this letter

next week — editor.
‘Fidelio’ and
the British
- state

WHILE THE - judicial
machine grinded on over the

lives of City Group protes-

ters this July in the Bow
Street Court. the culural
wing of the British
bourgeoisie enjoved the up-

- hifting experience over the

road at the Royal Opera
House of ‘Fidelio® — Beeth-

oven s hvimn of tribute to the

political victims of the Bas-

tilles of late feudal society. a

tribute also to their revolu-
tionary hberation. personi-
fied for Beethoven in his
heroine. Leonore. |
‘Fidelio’ in London. and

side by side with it the real

practical enforcement by the
British state ot the interests
of the hangmen. torturers
and )ailers of modern South
Africa.

Tunde. Simone and Cat are
up in court again 1in
bourgeois London for seek-
ing uhat Leonore accom-
plishes 1n °"Fidelio': eman-
cipation of the political pris-
oners of a despotic system.
Outside in the street. posters
invite Londoners to concerts
by Ladysmith Black Mam-
bazo and Hugh Masekela.

and a birthday celebration

for Nelson Mandela.

Inside the court, the im-
personal dehumanised

REPUBLICAN PRISONERS OF WAR

LONG LARTIN
HM Prison. Long Lartin, South
 Littleton, Evesham, WOrcs
WR11 5TZ
LIAM BAKER, 20-year sentence,
464984
JAMES BENNETT, 20-year sent-
ence, 464989,
PETER JORDAN. 15-year sent-
ence. H22338.
EDDIE BUTLER, Llfe sentence,
338637.
ROBERT CUNNINGHAM, 20-year
sentence, 131877.
GERRY CUNNINGHAM. 20-year
sentence, 132016.
JOHN McCOMB. 17-year sent-
ence. B51715.
ANDY MULRYAN, 20-year sent-
ence, 461576.
PATRICK MULRYAN, 20-year
sentence, 461575.

‘NOEL GIBSON, Life sentence,
879225. -

PARKHURST
HM Prison Parkhurst, Newport,
Isle of Wight, PO30 5NX
PATRICK HACKETT, 20-year
sentence, 342603.
GERRY McDONNELL, Life sent-
ence, B75882. '
PAUL NORNEY, Life sentence,
863532.
SEAN McSHANE, B75898.
TOMMY QUIGLEY, Life sentence
69204.
PETER SHERRY, Life sentence,
B75880.

 WAKEFIELD

HM Prison Love Lane, Wake-
field, W Yorks. WF2 9AG
HUGH DOHERTY, Life sentence
338636.

CON McFADDEN, 20-year sent-
ence, 130662.

STRANGEWAYS

B HM Prison Southall Street, Man-
. S chester 3. Lancs. -

NATALINO VELLA, 15-year sent-
ence, B71644.

ALBANY

HM Prison Albany, Newport, isle
of Wight, PO30 5RS

"MARTIN BRADY, Life sentence,

119087.
HARRY DUGGAN, Life sentence,
338638.

'BILLY GRIMES, 10-year sentence,

78647. |
SEAN KINSELLA, Life sentence,

- 758661.

- GARTREE
HM Prison Gartree, Leicester Rd,
Market Harborough, Leics, LE16

7RP

RONNIE McCARTNEY, Life sent-
ence, 463799.
STEPHEN NORDONE, Life sent-
ence 758663.
JOE O'CONNELL, Life sentence
338635
ROY WALSH, Life sentence,
119083.

FRANKLAND
HM Prison Finchale Ave, Bras-
side, Durham
WILLIAM ARMSTRONG, Life sent

ence, 119085
BRENDAN DOWD, Life sentence

758662.

PAUL HOLMES, Life sentence,
119034.

MICHAEL J McKENNEY, 16-year
sentence, L46486. |

EDDIE O'NEILL, 20-year sent-
‘ence, 135722.

LEICESTER

HM Prison Welford Rd, Leices-
ter, LE2 7AJ

PAUL KAVANAGH, Ltfe sentence,
1888.

BRIAN' KEENAN, 21-year sent-
- ence, B26380.

PATRICK McGEE, Lile sentence,
B75881. ,
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| at night.

apparatus drones on In its
routine fashion over the mis-
ery of this society. Two
worlds, two nations, in a

single room. Images from

Hogarth, and from Dickens:
this bleak house of bourgeois
justice, antechamber to the
prisons, the grotesque inhu-
man comedy of it.

Before Tunde’s case is cal-
led (the 16th, or 1s it 17th
arrest of this son of Africa,
for the crime of demanding
the emancipation of a conti-
nent),
teens is called into the dock
for the crime of begging at
their Piccadilly Circus. only
two weeks after having ar-
rived - in London from the
destitute north: no fixed
abode.

Physical proof of the mner‘e
- truth of Anatole France's
-~ comment. that the law in its

magnificent 1mpartiality

- forbids rich as well as poor

from sleeping under bridges

The bout‘geome whose
court this 1s. address each

.other according to a foreign

incomprehensible code in

the courtly accents of the |

a youth still in his

city sharks. whose cousins 3

and brothers they are.

One after another. the un-
fortunates of this society -~
les miserables. whose agony
is celebrated in another West
End music extravaganza for
the delectation of the upper
crust — shuffle into the cage
betore the bench. above
which stands the emblem of
the British monarchy.

In this the 1mprisoned
harp of Ireland lies under the
lion's claws. ‘Dieu et mon
Droit’': God and my right.

The god of capital and the
right of conquest here over-
se¢ the dailly process by
which the sores and horrors
of bourgeols society are reg-

ulated and administered bv
a well-paid stratum of func-

tlonarlee for whom this mis-

ery is their daily bread and
butter.

It is this running sore of

the imperialist world against -

which Tunde, Simone and
Cat appear as the accusers.
These courts smell the same
wherever you are, with Man-
dela in Pretoria in 1962 or
with City Group on trial in
Bow Street, 1987.

All power to the young
accusers of this world. the
incarnation in modern times
of the ancien régime against
which great Beethoven in his
day composed ‘Fidelio’!

Paul Trewhela

WORMWOOD SCRUBS
HM Prison, PO Box 757, Du Cane

-~ Road, London W12 0AE
‘DONAL CRAIG, 4 years.

VINCE DONNELLY, Life Sent-
ence, 274064.

DURHAM
HM Prison Durham, Old Elvert
Street, Durham.
MARTINA ANDERSON, Life sent-
ence, D25134. '
ELLA O'DWYER, Life sentence,
D25135.

REMAND PRISONERS:
BRIXTON
HM Prison, Jebb Avenue, Brix-
ton, London SW2 5XF.
G. (DANNY) McNAMEE, L48616
LIAM McCOTTER, LB83693

- PATRICK McLAUGHLIN, LB83694

LIAM QUINN, 49930

INNOCENT MEN AND
WOMEN FRAMED BY THE
BRITISH POLICE:
CAROLE RICHARDSON, 290719,
HM Prison Styal, Wilmslow,

Cheshire
PATRICK ARMSTRONG, HM Pris-
on Gartree.

- PAUL HILL,. 462778. HM Prison

Wormwood Scrubs. -
GERARD CONLON, 462779, HM
Prison Long Lartin.

JUDITH WARD, HM Prison |

Durham.

HUGH CALLAGHAN, 509499, HM
Prison Gartree.

JOHN WALKER, 509494, HM Pris-
on, Long Lartin.

BILLY POWER, 509498, HM Pris-
on Wormwood Scrubs.

GERARD HUNTER, 509495, HM
Prison Frankiand.

RICHARD MciLKENNY, 509497,
HM Prison Wormwood Scr(bs.
PADDY HILL, 509496, HM Prison
Gartree.

PATRICK MCLOUGHLIN HM Pris-
on Wormwood Scrubs.

season . .
‘breaking over the rocks’),

Turn Left at Lands End
By Alan Dalton. Red Boots
Publications. £2.95.

AFTER covering the Cor-
nish tin industry crisis for
Labour Research. Alan Dal-
ton decided to combine a
walking tour along the Cor-
nish coast and interviewing
people who live and work tor

are out of work) there.

There are useful tips on
Boscastle i('over-rated and
swarming with tourists 1n
summer . . . see it out of
. with waves

Cornish pasties (good in pubs

or bakeries. poor in seaside -

cafes) and Perranporth
(‘place with little character

~.and dirty toilets’).

~We meet tin mine shop
steward Ray Roddan: black-
smith Bill Norris and his
wife Renee, who at 68 helped
start a local Labour Party at
Port Isaac:; Edwin Eddy,.

victimised after a fight for

union recognition in New-
lyn's fishing industry; Anne
Blackmore, shop steward for
women flower farm
workers.

There’s Falmouth CND
campaigner Betty Levene;
Jim Connor, of the ‘Bread-
line’ youth centre In Penz-

ance; and traffic warden Bill

Reeves, who gives the lorry
drivers a union membership
form. .
Incidentally, is Jack Hen-
dy, now 71 and Mayor of
St.Just, the same Bro.Hendy
whom some of us remember
from the ETU in London?

In the course of his ram-
ble, Alan Dalton reflects on
such matters as land own-
ership (25,000 acres of Corn-

wall are Prince Charles’

allotment), second homes
and housing shortage, jobs,
the use of land for military
purposes and nuclear waste,
the fight for union rights —
did you know the GCHQ fight
also involved workers in
Cornwall?

Combining a rambler’s

book with socio-political

study 1s clearly an ex-
perimental venture (the only
thing it reminded me of was
some of the reporting 1 did
from the Scottish Euro-
March, although it’s better
of course).

Whether or not it comes off

- satisfactorily, I'm not sure.

Personaily I'd have liked
more landscape and more
history, and longer inter-
views, though it would make
a heavier book. This should
fit in your rucksack side-

pocket lightly enough.

Alan Dalton’s book is both
a breath of fresh country-
and-seaside air into socialist
reading. and a welcome
change from the stale anti-
quarian. mock rustic petty-
bourgeois. county guides one
usually has to put up with.
Hopefully ‘Red Boots' will
publish more like it.
. C.P.

If Not Now, When? by Primo
Levi. Abacus.

A RAGGED bunch of Jewish
partisans fight their way
through the forests and mar-
shes of Eastern Europe, cop-
ing with Nazis, Polish
nationalists, and Soviet com-
missars — for survival,
dignity, and ‘a couple of lines
in the history books’.

There’s tension, passion
and action all the way. till
they wind up in Primo Lev1 S
native Italy, en route for the
Palestine they have come to
dream of.

Himself having fought
with the Italian partisans,
and survived Auschwitz (see

~ his ‘If This is a Man’) not just

physically but morally, Levi
could feel genuinely for
these people, just as in 1982
he did for the Palestinians.

Although not his best book,

‘If Not Now, When?’, drawn

from a true story, is clearly
one Levi felt he had to write.
For more of Levi himself,
the anecdotes in his unusual
‘The Periodic Table’ (he was

a chemist by profession) are

also available from Abacus,
and are fine reading.

But ‘If Not Now, When?’ is

. exeiting, and well-worth

reading. Sadly, the author.is

- no longer with us. He would
‘have had much more to con-
- tribute. |

Juniper. by James Murphy.
Malvern. £9.95

SUPPOSE that Lord Louis
Mountbatten had emerged
as a likely champion of
CND? Suppose that the Brit-
ish intelligence service de-
cided he would have to be
eliminated, and found a re-
negade IRA man whom they
could use to do i1t? Suppose
that meanwhile they were
manipulating the press with

stories of a Soviet terrorist.
fifth column called Spetz- |

natz?

James Murphy’s rip-
roaring tale of intrigue and
mayhem is as bad (or as
good, according to taste) as
some of the spy-stuff that
makes million-dollar movies

and TV series.-Some of the.

violence is over the top.

But the plot’s not as far-
fetched as some of the crap
that’s fed to us m the capital-
1st press, or as ‘non-fiction’
(inspired by the intelligence
services) in the library. He
depicts the guardians-of-
Western democracy as the
murderous reactionary bas-
tards they are. So if you want

| somethlng light, and are into

‘thrillers’, but sick of the
‘usual’, you might enJoy this
one.

To The Is-land. By Janet

Frame. Grafton, £3.95.

CHILDHOOD and adolesc-
ence in New Zealand in the
1920s and 1930s: the novel-

ist’s classic autoblography -
available In a new edition. A

very intense book, memor-
able for its encounters with

love and death.

All God’s Children Need
Travelling Shoes. By Maya
Angelou. Virago, £3.95.

YES, fifth volume of auto-
biography from the success-
fully self-advertising but
thoroughly remarkable
black American. In this epi-
sode, she goes to Ghana to
look for her roots. All human |
life is here.

Tenant’s rights: A Citizen’s
Advice Guide. By Jeremy Le-

_land. Optima, £3.95.

PRACTICAL and straight-

- forward guide to the legal

rights of the tenant — and
the landlord — by a Citizen’s
Advice Bureau worker who

‘knows the maze of housing

problems.

In Search of the Dark Ages.
In Search of the Trojan War.
By Michael Wood. BBC
Books, both paperback at
£8.95.

NOT SINCE ‘1066 and all-
that’ has Ethelred the Un-
ready been a household
name, but Michael Wood has
chang ed all that. |
These well-i1llustrated
books are a model of popular
history. Critically Wood
works his way through the
Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, with
countless illustrations and
scholarly criticism of the
‘evidence which 1S never in
danger of becoming dull.
He turns his attention to

Troy. Did Helen exist? We -

‘can at least conclude that
she is possible.” .

And the wooden horse? If
it is a ‘fairy-tale motif’, it
was invented long before
Homer.
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BLACK residents
Borough of Newham are organising
to defend themselves and their fami-
lles, homes and businesses agamst a
rising tide of racist terror.

in the London

The Forest Gate Black Residents Network 1S

The attacks bear the

- hallmarks of an orches-

trated campaign. It is Ne-

‘wham council’s policy to

move black tenants into

previously all-white
‘estates In groups of

threes - and fours, but
there are frequently ‘re-
ception committees’ of

‘racists waiting for them
-ready to shout abuse,

throw stones and other

objects and to threaten

the tenants in the most
serious manner with vio-
lence and even death.

There are clear indica-
tions that the notorious ‘In-
ter-City Firm’, a gang of so-
called football supporters
well-known for extreme vio-

. lence, are responsible for in-

stigating and carrying out
many of the attacks which
take the now-familiar form
of putting excreta through
letter-boxes, smashing win-
dows, shouting abuse and
threats and scrawling offen-
sive graffiti.

Many incidents, however,
are even more serious.

An Asian family in Plais-
tow has been threatened and
harassed over a period of
three years. They have re-

determined to meet the racist thugs on their own
terms in the absence of any police protection.

BY ALLAN JONES

ceived many threatening
phone-calls and an anony-
mous caller finally informed
the family that their 14-year-
old daughter had been kid-
napped and that she would
be gang-raped then crushed

to death by a car; the whole .

of this would be v1deo-taped

and the tape sent to the

family.

The incident d1d not occur
in reality but of course the
family have been emotional-
ly and psychologxcally de-
vastated.

Many Asian shopkeepers
have had their premises
smashed up and have suf-

fered physical attacks, in

some instances with iron
bars. A young man was
attacked at a party attended

by black people and conse-

quently lost an eye.

Many of these incidents
have been reported to the
police and their statistics
show that racial attacks
have soared from 42 in the

first quarter of 1986 to 102 in

the same period this year.

The Newham Momtormg
Project, based in Forest
Gate, say that this is ‘the tip
of the iceberg’, that the real
level 1s ‘likely to be 20 times

higher, meaning that there is

IF THE weather's nice this Bank Holiday weekend, one place
Londoners — as well as tourists — will flock is Hampton Court, with

its park and gardens by the Thames (above). Enjoy it while you may
- — Thatcher may soon be fplannrng to take that pleasure away.
retired Army major as administrator,

Following the appoiriti 1ent 0

GMB union members have expressed fears of privatisation.

* The Department of the Environment wants a five-year business
+ plan for Hampton Coart The union suspeots the. Tories mlght hive

*g wj ‘ t. -‘ - 1'."."3 '

one racial attack every hour
in Newham.’

A recent Harris survey
shows that one-in-two black
people have been attacked in
Newham 1n the past 12
months. However, only one
in every 20 such attacks
were reported to the police
and over 90 per cent of com-
plainants were dissatisfied
with the police response.

The police have formed a
Racial Inmdents Squad and
reduced the role of Home
Beat Officers, but the few
prosecutions which have
reached the Courts have
been thrown out owing to a
lack of properly prepared
-evidence.

| Thugs

An Asian shopkeeper re-
turned home after one such
Court hearing to find a-gang
of thugs waiting for him with
iron bars. He was able to
escape Injury or worse by
running away, but was
afraid to return to his home.

Some shopkeepers are em-
ploying private security
companies to protect their
premises, but the way for-
ward is more likely to be the
organisation of workers’ de-
fence groups like the Forest
Gate Black Residents Net-
work.

The Newham Momtornng

- Project says: ‘The local

community has been forced

to take desperate measures

to try and improve the situa-

tion given the police failure
to respond.”

These measures must re-
ceive the fullest attention
and support of every section
of the labour movement.
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the gardens off from the Department’s Royal Parks and (Gardens, put
the gardening out to tender, and introduce admission charges

‘Queen Victoria gave thse gardens to the public to enjoy tree or
charge, says GMB Regional Organiser Jerry Tilston. ‘They should
stay that way. | am sure that the British people would agree with the
unron that hentage lS not somethmg that should be explo:ted for
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WORKERS PRESS came

under the microscope on

Sunday 23, August, when
members of the Workers
Revolutionary Party
(WRP) met in a seminar

to discuss the contents,

production and future of
the paper.

The weekly paper took

‘the place of the daily

News Line as the Party’s
paper. Members have
come to realise that this
has given them the
chance to build up a net-
work of regular readers
around each branch
while at the same time
giving them the oppor-
tunity to carry out_the
theoretical work cf the
party.

There was a serious

discussion on the rela-
tionship of the Workers

Press to the Party. The
editorial board is to be
strengthened as a means
not of ‘getting the paper
out’ but of training more
Party members to take
responsibility for the
paper, and therefore the

development of the WRP

itself.
Reports of strikes

ground ﬂoor wlndows and wfre protectlon on upper
s this how all Aslan families will have to protect
themulves agalnst racist attacks .

Party seminar on
- Workers Press

occupations and cam-

paigns are pouring into
the editorial office, and
the seminar discussed
the necessity not just to
report on workers’ ac-
tions, but to ask bran-

ches to start much more |

consciously to analyse
such struggles and

attempt to draw out the

general lessons.

Members welcomed
the news and analyses
from on-the-spot Trots-
kyist reporters on strug-

gles internationally and

saw the work of the Pre-
paratory Committee for
the organisation of the
International Conference
for the reorganisation of
the Fourth International
as the means of develop-

ing these kind of reports.

There was a lively dis-
cussion on the necessity
for Workers Press not to
be confined just to strug-

~ gles of the working class,

but to aim at the widest
possible coverage of
artistic and cultural
events and scientific
questions. The reports
from the Edinburgh Fes-
tival were cited as an ex-

.ample of this dlrectlon.,

~
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BY ANTI-
RACGIST
MARCH

A CALL has been laun-
ched by The Movement
for Civil Rights and Jus-
tice for an official public
inquiry into what really
happened at Broadwater
Farm on 6 October, 1985.

Jointly organised by
Broadwater Farm Youth
Association, Defence
Campaign and Residents’
Association, it is deman-
ding also the immediate

Nwaragua,
| Mid-East

of place on the march

authorities and their suppor-
ters, the police, the Labour
councillors, the priests. Any-
one who supports national
liberation throughout the
world can join the Bands-
movement.

He particularly mentions

A FORTIFIED POLICE station, built like a
bunker into the lower storey of a tenement,
presides over the scene. The annual demonstra-
tion of the Scottish Republican Bands is assemb-
ling in Blackhill, Glasgow. The theme this year is

release of the i1nnocent?

youth framed and con-
victed following the up-
rising.

had repared since the early
1980s to take control of
Broadwater Farm. made
clear that they were kept out
by the youth and thereby lost
the struggle in which one of
their ranks died. -

A sinister mvestlgation
was subsequently begun.
The police patrolled the
Farm twenty-four hours a
day, carrying out armed

friendly,

Out of a peaceful si-

“lence, broken only by the

sound of taped, Republi-

It i1s large, serious but
. and disciplined.
‘Back on the pavement
shouts a steward to the
assembled supporters as the
bands march off. For all the
actual walkers are activists

- — flautists, drummers, ban-
ner-bearers, paper-sellers.

Supporters go alongside,
sometimes merging with the
main parade to create the
impression of a mass mobi-

International Solidarity Against Imperialism.

black letters ‘Hasta La Vic-
toria Siempre.’

And bringingz up the rear is

- forward over the whole pa-

rade.

In the heat the march
seems long, but thereis only
one outbreak of ill-temper at
the end, leading one bands-
man to demand of his com-
rades: ‘Stick to your ranks!’
No-one gets involved. -

The speeches are brief,
staged beneath a great tow-
er-block in the Roystonhill

the struggles In Azania,

Nicaragua, Guatemala and

the Phillipines, and ends

with a call tor republican  §

Congress. Today he 1is the

onl black person present

he gets an appreciative

reeeptlon The armed strug-
gle in Azania represents the

same struggle as that of the
people of Ireland, he says,

calling on everyone to put

pressure on their own gov-

ernments to demand the
‘withdrawal of the death sent-

ences hanging over his fel-

A banner commemorating the Irish hun rike;s

O’Dwyer condemned to
Durham prison following the

Brighton bomb trial; from goes on to launch a bitter

Leon Perez of the Interna-
tional Workers League
(Fourth International) and
veteran of the Simon Bolivar

cratic Labour Party who act

counties.

1916,’ declares Caughey, who - |
attack on the Social Demo-

as the main prop of the Brit--
ish occupation of the siX ©

. | ~ the banner of the Workers li d national li-
can songs as windows are socialism an
Failure by the police to put } thrown open, the walk gﬁrgﬁuttﬁgnﬁgdf:fn%aggﬁ beration. _ .
their ‘Contingency Plan’ into § assembles | Le d Leon Trotskv look Then there is Busi Noma- &
~ effect, an operation they had ' nin an n LTOISKY J00K - dolo from the Pan African 7

R T

- impr area. The first big cheer is low freedom fighters at Brigade in Nicaragua; from |
;‘;’élsmgilg; a:ég :I(.)[(.)estln:ts)mes iisaion. . for Simon Pirani, who intro- home. - Gerard MCDonnell, Republi-  But his speech is all confi-
But the abiding imageisof  duces the speakers, when he Comrade Yasmin from the can prisoner of war in Par- dence and optimism. ‘The

Youth and even young chll-
dren were held in police cells
for days with no access to

-iegal representation or any
- contact at all with the out-
| 167 were
- charged, 70 tried at the Oid

side world.

Bailey. The only ‘evidence’

‘gained was through forced
“confessions. 40 youth have so

far been convxcted with sent-
ences ranging from 12

months to 30 years mini-

mum. The Campaign is de-
termined not to stand back
and watch their rights being
smashed and the state un-
leash wholesale revenge.

~ Weekly ‘working meet-
ings’ are held at 7p.m. every
Wednesday at 12-16 Tang
mere, Broadwater Farm.
Willan Road, Tottenham.
Further information can be
obtained by ringing 808 1667
or 885 3752.

THE third 24 hour strike -

of London’s bus crews
and engineers took place
on Friday August 21, re-

sulting in all London’s red

buses staying in the gar-

colour, music and a sense of

irrepressible purpose.

There are eight bands: the

Sons of Ireland, Young Re-

publican, Wolfe Tone Kevin
Barry, James Connolly H

Block Martyrs, Billy Reid,
and Crossmaglen Patriots.

~ There -are the flags of the

provinces of Ireland — all
Ireland — as well as trico-

“lours and Scottish saltires.

At the head is the banner

of the Bands Alliance, an

impressive red creation

from which the heads of

James Connolly and the

Scottish Marxist John Mac-
lean look forward in unity.

Banners on the walk in-
clude those of the Troops Out
Movement, the Irish Hunger

Strike Commemoratwn

Committee, the Irish Repub-
lican Campaign Committee.

There is a silhouette of Che
Guevara, mscrlbed in large

strike vote was over-

- whelming. -

Conference heard that the
average rostered earning
was unchanged, and London
Buses still wanted the right
to roster crews for up to 9

- ples all over
Then there is a clear.
strong |
O’Neiil for the Bands
Alliance. He welcomes com-

proclaims that this is an in-
ternational day of solidarity.
‘Support for the Irish strug-
gle to rid Ireland of Britis
unperlahsm he proclaims,
‘is part of one great struggle,
the struggle of the working
class and the oppressed peo-
e world.

speech from Jimmy

rades from South Africa,
Iran and England Where

- there are “marches against

oppression in Scotland, Eng-

land or Ireland; and even the

USA, you will find the bands,
he declares. Six weeks ago

-they were marching through

occupied Portadown in soli-
darity with the people there.

He refutes the charge of
sectarianism. Sectarianism
is all on the side of the Estab-
lishment, he says: the state

 Third bus strike

dnvers that as a result of the
strike they were withdraw-
ing from the tenders and
handing the routes back to
London Regional Transport.
_ Over the heads of the un-
ion’s elected London Bus

Campaign Against Repres-
sion in Iran takes the stand
to say that the struggle in
Ireland is one of the longest
running struggles against
imperialism anywhere in the

world She speaks warmly of

the ‘perseverance’ of the Ir-

ish people.

The struggles of revolu-
tionaries in Iran are very
difficult, she explains, be-
cause of the 'anti-lmperial-ist
rhetoric of the Islamic reg-
ime. But that regime arrests

communists and socialists -

and represses the national
rights of the Kurds.

She speaks against West-
ern military intervention in
the Gulf, while at the same
time callmg for the exposure
of the reactionary nature of
the Khomeini regime.

Moving messages of soli-

darity are read from the
platform: from Ella

forward to run the Norbiton
routes.

It does seem that there‘

never were other bidders for
the routes, and that the
whole tendermg process in
London is a fraud. The aim is

- to split the workforce by set-

ting up individual garage-
based companies, and break
up the union by imposing
cuts in wages and conditions

through separate local

for a United Ireland, whose

from the Irish Freedom

- ment .and the Kurdish Work-

- demonstrators stay rlght to
‘the end.

khurst jail, Isle of Wight,
who was arrested in Govan,
not far away across Glas--
gow; from the Scottish Re-
ublican Socalist Party
rom the Dundee Commlttee

the strongest position ‘they:
out now. The British'

banner is on the march;
Movement and from Viraj. Orange state.
Mendis. - o

Earlier there were solidar-
ity greetings from the Kash-
miri Independence Move-

courageous struggle of the
IRA. ‘For the first time in
history the Republican

ers Association.

The final speaker is Eddie
Caughey of the Republican
Prisoners of War Committee
in Birmingham. Most of the

| Britain.’

~ Everyone dxsperses qmck-
ly. A much-pipped police

following them down Roys-
ton Road.” But there is no
trouble. The mternatlonal
day of solidarity is over. In-
ternational sohdarlty goes

‘Real freedom and real
democracy can only exist in
Ireland when they re-found
the socialist republic first

.declared on Easter Day, on.

WORKERS PRESS AUGUST FUND |

In so far: £2,004.32

A last minute appeal around the branches as we were
putting the finishing touches to this week’s paper has
resulted in our achlevln the monthly fund with a day or two
still to spare. Our thanks to everyone concerned. Keep it
coming inl -

H Increase the dellvery total of Workers Press in your area. -

age for the day. hours per day — a compul- Committee, Ron Todd — gg;gements or each com- B Introduce the paper to friends and workmates.

The strike decision was S°IY 45 hour week. %"a'ﬁs‘""tua“d A ' ® Expand the monthly fund at branch level wherever
taken on Thursday evening ha'ghbeeg? It‘ltl,;"eoaltgnrédevl;?thwtgg Se?’ll"eggy _nlg;lranggg r?o The busworkers’ fight is possible. |
by a delegate conference fol- loss of their jobs and the mMmeet Sir Keith Bright — therefore integrally linked to Use the paper to recruit new memben to the Party. We can

lowing a report of the 40
‘hours of talks at ACAS ear-
lier in the week.

In spite of management
statements that they had im-
proved their proposals for
the Norbi-

ton garage where o
~been won by tender the

closure of the garage if they
rejected the offer, voted on
the day of the strlke by 97 to
28 to re]ect London Buses’
offer made through ACAS.

In the middle of the ballot,

d London buses mana gement

sent a message to Norbiton

head of London Regional
Transport — for informal
talks on Tuesday evening.

In spite of London Trans-
rt statements that wages
ad to be cut to ensure the

routes were not won by com-

petitors, no one has come

that of public service work-
ers in the health authorities,
schools and local govern-
ment, where privatisation is
bemg brought in as a way of
overcomm% the cash crisis,
and giving fat profits to pri-
vate companies.

reach the widest cross-section of workers through the pages
of our press.

Donations urgent
London SW9 7Q

please, to: Workers Prees, PO Box 735, '
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nationalist people arenowin -

have ever been in,’ he.,.--
claims. There can be no sell-,

sence in the north divides the" |

Irish working class, and the
litical movement must be
uilt to dismantle the i

He pays tl'lbllte to tm

movement has the resources -
to boot the British back:to

officer instructs his shirt-
sleeved followers to ‘start

: #,:.:-*'
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