Saturday February 6 1988

Number 111

WEEKLY PAPER OF THE WORKERS REVOLUTIONARY PARTY

Pickets at Charlng Cross hosplhl

DON’T LET NURSES FIGHT ALONE

GENERAL STRIKE

I)Ien % AT F

FURY
ORDS

DESPERATE moves to sell out the Ford
pay claim were rebuffed at plant level
throughout the country.

In plant after plant
the stewards’ commit-
tees defied their lead-
ers’ recommendation
to accept the Com-
pany’s three-year
deal; they called for
rejection in a national
ballot on Wednesday 3
February.

Anger was particularly
directed at Mike Murphy,
T & GWU national officer
for his role in capitulating
to Ford’s demands. -

When talks reached
deadlock on Thursday 28
January Murphy had cal-
led for an all-out strike
starting on Monday 1
February.

But the very next day
he asked for another
meeting on Sunday 31

January. At that meeting
Ford offered a slight
change in the deal.

There were then two
votes at the Fords Nation-
al Joint Negotiating Com-
mittee.

The first rejected the
‘improved’ offer and con-
firmed the strike.

Then Murphy broke
ranks and declared that
in spite of this vote he
would be making a press
statement that the T &
GWU was recommending
acceptance of the deal
and demanding a new
ballot.

Halewood conveners,
Ritchie Rowlands, Bill
Broderick and Joe
McNally called for the
vote to be taken again

@ Continued on page sixteen.

ON BUDGET DAY

THE MAGNIFICENT support for the
nurses’ strike throughout Britain last
week poses a burning question. How can
the gathering uprising to defend the
health service against Thatcher be car-
ried forward to victory?

Two issues are be-
coming clear to many
nurses and their army
of supporters.

® The trade union lead-
ers are trying desperate-
ly to limit this struggle.
They will ‘support’ with
easy words whatever ac-
tion is taken from below
but they refuse to mobil-
ise the strength of the
movement to give real
united backing to the
nurses in their battle with
the Thatcher govern-
ment

® Neil Kinnock and his

[ BY THE EDITOR

supporters at the head of
the Labour Party have
already stabbed the
nurses in the back. At the
last meeting of the
National Executive —
Labour’s top committee
— they threw out Tony
Benn’s call for full back-
ing for all strikes in de-
ferice of the NHS.

While the nurses strike
was building up these
gentlemen have spent
their time trying to drive
out the left from the

Party.

Nurses and all those
millions who sympathise
with their struggle to pre-
serve a decent health ser-
vice can have no confi-
dence in such leaders.

The TUC is hoping to do
to the nurses what they
did to the miners in 1984-
1985: leave them to fight
alone in the hope they will
be defeated.

They must not succeed.
® What must be done?

® Workers Press calls
for the biggest campaign
throughout the working
class movement for a
general strike on budget
day, 15 March.

This must net be turned
into a tame ‘protest’ but
become the start of a
campaign in every sec-
tion of the labour move-
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— pages 8-9
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ment for united industrial
action to bring the Tory
government down.

® Lobby the TUC when it
meets on 24 February to
force the union leaders to
take up this demand and
lead the movement for
the bringing down of the
Tory government. If they
refuse they must be kick-
ed out of their jobs and
replaced with leaders
who will fight on an issue
that concerns not only
nurses but future lives of
millions of ordinary peo-
ple in this country.

® FOR A GENERAL
STRIKE ON BUDGET
DAY!

® DEFEND THE NHS!
BRING DOWN THE
TORIES!

AN 800 strong rally of strik-
ing nurses and other hospital
staff at Charing Cross hos-
ital in west London has
acked the call for a general
strike on budget day, 15
March.

A meeting will be held this
coming Wednesday, 10
February, to win support for
this call amongst trade un-
ions and other organisations
throughout the area.
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A matter
of life

and death

THE mounting strike movement amongst nurses and

others working in the health service is not just about the

ggen psay and conditions that exist throughout much of
NHS.

The struggle to defend the health service concerns not
only those working for the NHS but also all those millions
whose very life depends on a decent service available to all
in need.

It is this service that Thatcher has set out to destroy.

Those few who can afford to pay for proper medical
treatment will get it. Those who can’t will have to put up with
second class treatment or none at all, left in pain and misery
or allowed to die.

Thatcher has similar plans for education and the mining
industry. The coal industry is to be cut down to size,
production concentrated on the most efficient pits — and the
industry then sold to sharks in the City of London as a
profitable, going concern.

Education as a national service is to be abolished. Many
schools, especially those in the inner cities, will be reduced to
dustbins — places where the children of the most deprived
sections of the population can be dumped and given no
education worth speaking of. The children of the well to do
will be sent to schools that have opted out of the state
system, sustained by contributions from parents.

Thatcher's plans to sell off the best council houses, forcing
thousands to live on deteriorating slum estates, is well
advanced. Her attack on council housing is part of her aim to
wipe out those vital council services on which the lives of
millions of the poorest depend for their very existence.

The question is: what lies behind this drive to destroy the
welfare state and break up the nationalised industries?

After 1945 a number of industries — including coal,
railways, electricity and gas supply — were nationalised. In
most cases these industries were so run down that only the
state could finance their re-generation. Despite much bitter
denunciation at the time of nationalisation, the Tories left
these industries largely untouched during their periods of
office in the 1950s and 1960s.

The same Labour government that carried through a series
of nationalisation measures, in 1948 also brought the health
service into being. The educational system was also re-
formed in a way that opened up to working class children the
possibility of an academic education.

These measures were a reflection of the period of renewed
expansion of capital in the postwar period, after first the
interwar slump and then the war had destroyed large
amounts of capital and laid much industry, especially in

Nurses picketing at the Maudsley hospital, South London

infrastructure — a transport system and a cheap and efficient
supply of fuel and power — if it was to take advantage of
these possibility for renewed expansion.

Despite its reformist and Stalinist leadership, the working
class was able to take advantage of these conditions and win
reforms for which it had fought bitterly throughout the
inter-war and war years. )

The very opposite conditions now exist. Large parts of
British industry have collapsed. Despite Tory boasts, the
British economy has been kept afloat only by revenues
raised from state assets as well as from North Sea oil — a
resource that will soon run out.

The chronic sickness of British capitalism reflects a
growing crisis for world capitalism. It also indicates the
weakened state of British capitalism — with no substantial
empire to fall back on and dominated by parasites in the City
interested in one thing alone: quick profits.

in these conditions, the ruling class has no need for an
expanding, educated and healthy working class. Quite the
contrary. It finds the growing number of ‘non-productive’
elderly people, the tens of thousands of youth who have no

prospect of work, the sick and infirm an intolerable burden. e

For Thatcher, they count for nothing, for they can make no
profit for the crisis-tom system she represents.

Need no longer counts in deciding who gets treatment,
who gets a house, who gets a home help or a visit from the
midwife. Hard cash will decide these issues. Those who can
pay will survive. Those who cannot will go to the wall.

That is why those thousands of nurses who battled last
Wednesday with the police were battling for each and every
one of us. That is why their fight is our fight. That is why the
nurses’ struggle has captured the hearts and minds of
millions of ordinary people.

It is the same with teachers fighting the Baker privatisation
bill. They are not fighting just for their own jobs and
conditions, important though these are. They are fighting for

the right of every working class child to a decent education
and a decent start in life.

The blunt fact is that in Thtacher’s Britain, the state can no
longer guarantee the health, the education and the housing
needs of millions of people. It cannot even get them safely to
work, as the King’s Cross tragedy has shown.

_ The struggle for the defence of the NHS is the single most
important question since the miners’ strike facing the working
class and large sections of the middie class.

indeed the nurses have started out where the miners left
off, as millions watching TV on Wednesday saw.

The lessons of that strike must now be grasped by the nurses
and all their growing number of supporters.

For over a year the miners fought pitched battles with a
specially trained military style police force, assembled in the
tert years following the defeat of the Heath government at the
hands of the miners in 1974. The miners were driven back to
work, not because they lacked courage, but because the
leaders of the working class conspired to isolate the miners in
the hope of imposing a crushing defeat on them.

These cowardly leaders must not be allowed to do to the
nurses what they did to the miners.

We say again: the nurses fight is a life and death question.
It is a struggle that demands and deserves the support of
every ordinary person in the country.

The widest support for the struggle must be organised.
Support groups along the lines that sustained the miners in
their fight must be extended and created. Committees must
be formed in every hospital and they must campaign for the
widest support throughout the working class movement.

The TUC and labour leaders must be told loud and clear:
either organise this fight against Thatcher and mobilise the
strength of the working class to bring this government down,
or get out of the way and make room for a new leadership
that will take the fight to defend the NHS right through to a
conclusion.

central Europe, to waste. Capitalism needed a sound

COALFIELD STRUGGLE CONTINUES

Miners back Scargill

on Uubm AXxe falls on

THE National Union of
Mineworkers’ delegate
conference last week
backed Arthur Scargill’s
call to have no truck with
the Tory-backed Union of
Democratic Miners. Vot-
ing 64 to 47, pit delegates
oveturned the recom-
mendation of the Execu-
tive to sit down with UDM
representatives in the in-
dustry’s conciliation
machinery.

They also threw out over-
whelmingly a motion from
north Derbyshire and south
Wales, which wanted to
agree to the UDM negotiat-
ing at pits where it has the
majority of members.

By 57 votes to 52, the con-
ference defeated a York-
shire motion to step up the
overtime ban, which has
been in operation since last
October. Instead, a ballot is
to be held to decide whether

the action should go on.
However, this issue is far

less significant. Miners are
well aware that the overtime
ban has been largely ineffec-
tive, and the pursuance of
the wage claim will require
much more direct action
than that.

In line with the vote to
re-elect Scargill last month,
the desperate efforts of the
right-wing and the Euro-
Stalinists to moderate the
policies of the NUM have
been held in check.

Meanwhile, British Coal is
preparing to answer the in-
dustrial action by the pit de-
puties’ union NACODS. After
a 90 percent vote in a ballot,
the deputies closed down the
entirg industry last Monday.

Now, the BC board is thre-
atening to sack them and
train new men to do their
work. The UDM, of course,
volunteered at once. When
they returned to work on
Tuesday, deputies received

letters from management,
telling them they faced the
sack if they continued with
their action, and presenting
them with new rosters, in-
cluding compulsory week-
end working.

As a result, many were
sent home again for refusing
to carry out statutory safety
checks, and some pits were
closed again on Tuesday.
The NACODS men did not
strike alongside the NUM in
1984-5, so that their present
atcl:.fion represents a powerful
shift.

Like the moves in the
NUM, the action of the de-
puties reflects a growing
awareness that the Tories
are intent on transforming
the entire industry into a
small high-tech enterprise
with seven-day working.

The members of both un-

ions are making it plain that

they will not allow this to
happen.

Welsh pits

OVER 1,500 mining jobs
have been axed with the clo-
sure of another two pits in
South Wales.

Lady Windsor — Abercy-
non Colliery in Ynysybwl —
and Abernant Colliery near
Ponterdawe, are to be shut
down.

This will bring the number
of pits to close since the
strike to 17, leaving just 11
pits open.

A near 60 per cent job loss
in the coal field has occur-
red, with the figures going
from nearly 20,000 miners
prior to the strike to an ex-

cted 8,000 jobs remaining
in the industry.

Lady Windsor’s last re-
view was in the autumn with
the ridiculous production
target set by British Coal,

given the geological prob-
lems the pit was facing.

Abernant was reviewed
last summer. The pit has
massive high quality anthra-
cite reserves but it too has
geological problems.

Neither pit is exhausted
and the 840 jobs at Lady
Windsor and 620 jobs at
Abernant will be sacrificed
at the economic altar of Brit-
ish Coal.

The NUM negotiators
spent a very short time in the
final review meeting with
British Coal over the future
of the two pits. Des Dutfield,
president of the South Wales
miners commented after-
ward that there must be
some reaction to what is hap-
pening in the coal industry
from both the TUC and the
Labour Party.

24 hour
backing

for
nurses

FRICKLEY miners
were ‘picketed out’ last
Wednesday by striking
nurses seeking support
for their struggle. The
nurses were told to re-|
turn and picket the|
night shift and the min-
ers would make it a 2

hour stoppage in sup

port of their fight.




NHS DAY OF ACTION

Nurses at the Maudsley Psychiatric Hospital in
South London came out on strike a day before
other London hospitals. The picket was domin-
ated by chanting nurses who received a big
response from the tooting horns of passing
traffic while their ranks were swelled by repre-
sentatives from local trades councils and mem-
bers of the Southwark Pensioners Action Com-

mittee.

Staff nurse Deborah
Watkins, speaking for the
nurses on the picket line
told Workers Press:

‘“This is not just a wages
issue. We believe passionat-
ley in the NHS. Everyone
has a right to equal health
care. People should not be
punished because they’re ill.
Mrs Thatcher has proved
that the health service is not
safe in her hands.

‘She has systematicaly
destroyed it.

“The privatisation of sec-
tions of the health service
was a disaster. At this hos-
pital the anciliery work has
been privatised and the ser-
vice is appalling.

‘Now more of this work is
done by nurses.

‘We have to do cleaning.
The wards are filthy, meals
are not always ready on
time, there is not always
adequate food for the pa-
tients. That affects our job
and patient care.

‘I think that all health
workers should be directly
employed by the NHS in
order to work toewards the
same end: good heaith care
for the patients.

‘We will be supporting
Kings College Hospital
tomorrow (a iarge general
hospital just accross the
road) and if it ha< to happen
again we will he ocut a second
and third time. We will fight
until we get a result.’

Local full-time COHSE
office, Brian Lynch, told
Workers Press why Mauds-
ley had come out a day be-
fore the rest of London:

‘We were the first nurses
to ballot for strike action and
we picked February 2.

‘Other hospitals then de-
cided to come out along with
us. The whole thing was so
spontaneous that we could
not even get the day right.
Consequently it is realy
going to be three days of
action because some hospit-
als are also coming otit on
the 4th.

‘What has lit the fire of this
dispute is the offer of less
than £1 London weighting
and the attack on the nurses’
special duty payments, both
coming at the same time as
an announcement that the

Martin

Martin Casey, whose
tragic death on Monday
1 February came after a
long and painful illness,
will be remembered by
comrades and friends
in Glasgow as a stub-
born fighter for his poli-
tical principles.

Born and brought up
in Clydebank, Martin
joined the Workers Re-
volutionary Party in
Easterhouse in 1976,
and kept fighting for his
revolutionary beliefs
from then on. He was
instrumental in recruit-
ing other comrades on
that vast housing
scheme, and when the
WRP stood an election
candidate there in 1979
Martin was the agent.

It was the building
and refurbishing work
done by Martin, and
other unemployed com-

chancelor had £7,000 milion
that he did not know what to
do with.

. ‘He wanted to give tax cuts
instead of giving us proper
London weighting for living
in this, the dearest capital in
the world.

‘The health service as a
whole is at stake here. If you
do not pay people a decent
wage they will not do the job.

“That is why 60 nurses ev-
ery single week are leaving
the NHS.

‘We are now doing the
work of colleagues who have
left because they are fed up
with the health service.

‘If the health service does
not get better treatment as a
result of this action I can
guarentee that there will be
more action. I can see 1988
being the year of the health
dispute.

A member of the Pension-
ers Action Committee said

‘What is happening to the
health service affects not
just the nurses but the whole
nation.’

Another pensioner said:
‘Ot course it affects pension-
ers because pensioners are
more concsious of health
than younger people.

‘We are much more at risk
than the rest of the popula-
tion.

‘The whole attitude of this
government is to look after
those who have got it and
take it away from those who
have nothing.

‘Look what they have done
with pensions over the years.
When the Tories came in
pensions were linked to both
wages and the rate of infla-
tion.

‘If we still had that now we
wf?uld be £8 a week better
off.

‘A Private health service
will be better for the city of
London. The likes of BUPA
are not there to provide a
service. They are there to
make a profit. And insur-
ance does not cover things
that affect pensioners.

‘It does not cover chronic
illness, the ongoing illnesses
that pensioners suffer from.’

Casey

rades from Easter-
house, which made
possible the opening of
the Hope Street Book
Centre — which meant
that Trotskyist and
other left-wing literature
banned from the Com-
munist Party’s shop
was easily obtainable in
Glasgow for the first
time.

A year ago, Martin
gave active support to
the Caterpillar occupa-
tion which re-awakened
the fight against unem-
ployment on Clydeside.
But then he became too
ill to continue political
activity.

The Workers Revolu-
tionary Party*.extends
its condolences to Mar-
tin’s wife Helen, and
daughters Sharon and
Patricia.

Pensioners supporting the hospital workers at the Maudsley on 2 February

"PENSIONERS BAC
PICKET

Wales call for
one-day strike

[ BY TRAVIS GOULD |

AFTER lagging behind
events in Manchester,
Scotland and London,
strike action and protests
in the Health Service are
building up rapidly in
South Wales fuelled by
the latest pay offer.

Nurses at three hospitals
in Bridgend. Glanrhyd, Parc
and Pen-y-fai have already
made a call for a 24-hour
strike on St David's Day (1
March) which has received
popular and widespread sup-
port from a large number of
hospitals throughout the
whole of Wales.

The call came from a
meeting of the hospitals’
NUPE, COHSE and RCN un-
ions last week and will be
balloted in individual bran-
ches.

Strike action and protests
took place in a variety of
forms in line with the nation-
al action on 3 February.

Two-hour strikes were car-
ried out in hospitals in
Llanelli and Carmarthen,
protest rallies and demon-
strations were held at the
Royal Gwent hospital, New-
port, the Neville Hall hospit-
al in Abergaveney and at
five hospitals in the Rhonn-
da. From West Glamorgan

hospitals nurses lobbied the
Tory headquarters in
Swansea.

At the Prince Charles hos-
pital, Merthyr Tydfil, NUPE
secretary Alan Pugh was
confident there would be a
massive response to the call
for industrial action on St
David’s Day. The only
reason the Prince Charles
hospital did not take action
on 3 February was the pace
of developments which
meant ‘we were unable to
provide the necessary pa-
tient care in time’, Pugh told
Workers Press.

Actions throughout the
whole of Wales expressed
the deep feelings of all hos-
pital workers over the
attacks on the NHS and
great anger over the Tory
government’s plans to keep
the service under-funded, to
privatise the most lucrative
areas and to put out to com-
petitive tender the not so
lucrative areas like garden-
ing, maintenance, portering
and domestics.

The whole trade union
movement in Wales should
rally round the health ser-
vice on St David’s Day. Min-
ers, steel workers, engineers
and transport workers in
particular must join the
nurses’ one-day stoppage.

Workers Press Saturday February 6 1988 Page 3

“ - s

©® Movre reports pages 4,5

WORKERS PRESS

- JANUARY FUND

In so far: £1,963.11

We did not quite make the £2,000 for our January
fund. Let’s overcome the deficit in February.

The future of Workers Press depends on the
untiring efforts of members of the Workers Revolu-
tionary Party and its supporters to sell it and collect
regular sums for the monthly fund.

But we know that there are new forces coming into
struggle as the Tories, forced by the economic and
financial crisis, deal even harder blows at the basic
rights of millions of people.

Nurses and other NHS workers are going into battle
on the shoulders of the miners’ strike of 1984/85.
Scenes in London as mounted police batred striking
nurses from reaching Parliament are reminiscent of
the miners’ pickets.

We pledge that Workers Press will campaign for the
maximum support for this struggle, and we are
anxious that our readers will send in letters and
comments so that we can have the most widespread
discussion. Send all donations for our fund to:

WRP Monthly Fund
PO Box 735
London SW9 7QS

£20,000 Special Fund

THE FUND STANDS AT: £1,042.14

COLLECTION of this fund is very slow indeed. We have
received £62.48 in the last week. We urgently need you to
send in donations yourself and collect from supporters
of Workers Press for the important work to organise an
international conference of Trotskyists.
Send donations to: WRP Special Fund, PO Box 735,
London SW9 7QS
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Health workers gathered in their thousands in Trafalgar Square to protest the NHS cuts before making several attempts to reach 10 Downing Street.

MANCHESTER

Ancoats.

. . again

THE PEOPLE of Ancoats last week re-occupied their
closed local casualty department. The round the clock
sit-in started a year to the day after their original
occupation which lasted eight months.

The action ended four
months ago when the area
health authority gave an
assurance that some form of
clinic would re-open in place
of the closed down casualty
department.

Jean Greg explained why
they had decided to re-
occupy:

‘Since we withdrew we’ve
been active. The health au-
thority formed a working
party but we’re not satisfied.
They’re now using the
casualty room as a store
room. We were promised it
would be top priority that
%locals would have something

ere.

‘Now, 12 months on we’ve
got nothing. We are being
told to wait until March
when the working party re-
ports but now look at the rest
of the hospitals. We started it
all here. Everything we
warned about has come.
Now everyone has got to do
what we’re doing. Fight the
cuts; occupy against clo-
sures. We need bodies here.
We need people to come and
support us.’

Pat Mason, another of the

local residents, added: ‘We
go to the working party and
all we’re getting is promises
after promises. A commun-
ity clinic! We want a 24-hour
service. We want a doctor
and a nurse. We want people
to come to do stitches, to do
head injuries. You name it,
this is what we want in
Ancoats. Not to take it all
back. All it is now is a store-
room and we don’t think that
is fair.’

As the occupation began to
settle back in, organising the
rota and the tea-urn, a de-
legation came from the
health authority and hospital
administration and while
trying to persuade the sit-in
that their action was un-
necessary, they only con-
firmed the occupiers’ fears.

Mike Brown, from the
health authority, explained
that the working party would
need until the beginning of
March to cost out various
proposals but that as yet no-
thing had actually been de-
cided.

As Pat Mason then asked

him: ‘And what if they all
cost too much?!’

Strikes & demos

IN MANCHESTER most hospitals are planning pro-
tests and strikes on 10 and 19 February. At Prestwgch
Hospital, however, NUPE members took strike action

last Wednesday.

Both nurses and ancilliary
staff picketed the main gates
all morning, receiving con-
tinuous hoots of support
from passing drivers. They
were joined on the picket by
women from the Ancoats
hospital sit-in and Tony
Lowe from the engineers
strike at Senior Colman.

Anne Whittington, a staff
nurse on nights, who has
worked at Prestwich for 11
years, told Workers Press:

‘We are striking to support
our colleagues in London to
draw attention to the crisis
in the NHS.

“This is just the beginning.
I hope the unions can co-
ordinate our actions. More
days like this must be taken.
We are having a vigil on 1¢
February, and a twenty-four
hour strike on 19 February.’

Asked about the rights and
wrongs of striking and the
Labour Party executive’s
decision not to support strike
action, Anne said, ‘What can

I say? It’s a poor show. We
know we have to strike be-
cause it’s been so long that
we’ve had promises.

‘The unions will always
provide emergency cover
but people have had enough.

‘Nothing will happen
otherwise. The only pay
claim that was ever settled
properly was the one just
before the general election.

‘I support the Ancoats
occupation, I want to see this
campaign involving the
whole public, everyone.’

On 10 February the Hulme
tenants are organising a de-
monstration to St Mary’'s
hospital to support the pick-
ets there. The march will be
leavthg Hulme at 11.30 a.m.

® On Friday, 19 February,
Manchester Health Shop Ste-
wards Committees are hold-
ing a demonstration from All
Saints, Oxford Road at
}lﬁim., marching to the town

ABERDEEN

‘Hotheads’
fight for

hospital

| BY PAT CARLOS |

CLEANING AND cater-
ing workers at Cornhill
and Kingseat Psychiatric
hospital in Aberdeen
staged a 24 hour unoffi-
cial strike on 3 February.
Longserving staff re-
sponded to the threat of
privatisation by putting
up picket lines at all gates
and were given the treat-
ment.

. They got cheery toots from
Junlor managers, support
from tradesmen, brickbats
from Michael Forsyth, (Scot-
tish health minister) who
said ‘They are irresponsible
hotheads’ and condemnation
from unit managers and
Labour party member Jim
Kiddie who appeared on

Grampian TV deploring the
fact that the health board got
no warning of the strike.

A General and Municipal
Workers Union (GMBATU)
steward told Workers Press
‘Let’s see what they all do
later on.’

At a recent combined
meeting of hospital staff the
issues of pay and privatisa-
tion were kept separate by
trade union officials, making
it difficult for one section of
NHS workers to support
another officially.

At the same time as the
National Health Service
strike, P & O ferry services
to the Northern Isles of
Orkney and Shetland stop-
ped in an apparently sepa-
rate but very well-timed
strike over pay called by the
local NUS.

Matthew’s

fight

TINY Matthew Collier
captured headlines
across the country a
month ago when his
parents took Birming-
ham Health Authority
to court in a desperate
bid to get a crucial
heart operation.

At the age of four he
weighed only 26 pounds,
the weight of a child half
his age. On Christmas
day he was too weak to
play with his presents,
and has spent most of his
short life asleep, ex-
hausted by the mere
effort to breathe.

Birmingham Children’s
Hospital was unable to oper-
ate because of the shortage
of trained nurses. In the nor-
mal course of events, it was
stated, Matthew would only
get his operation, like six
week old David Barber, if his
condition deteriorated criti-
cally.

The problem with waiting
until these children become

more sericusly ill is that in
their weakened state they
have much less chance of
surviving the strain of the
operatior;, or of recovering
afterwards.

David Barber lived
through his operation, but
died shortly afterwards.

Charitable offers of
thousands of pounds were
made tc enable Matthew’s
working class parents to go
private. as Margaret
Thatcher has advised us ait
to do.

Finally, because of the na-
tion-wide publicity, Matthew
was moved up the waiting
list and had his operation a
few weeks ago.

He is now back on the cri-
tical list. in intensive care,
and the life of this frail little
boy once more hangs by a
thread.

When Tony Newton, Tory
heaith minister, gazes soul-
fully into the eyes of the TV
interviewer and says sor-
rowfully that the nurses are
harming patients by coming
out on strike for a day, he
has not only got hold of the
wrong end of the stick, he
may find it coming down on
his own back.

Some of the large and aggressive police presence mobilised against the hospitai workers on their march !ast Wednescay




NHS DAY OF ACTION
London nurses
march. . .

CENTRAL London was brought to a standstill last Wednes-
day as thousands of nurses and their supporters marched
spontaneously down Whitehall in an effort to get into
Downing Street.

In scenes reminiscent of the miners’ strike, nurses chant-
ing ‘here we go, here we go’ clashed with mounted police who
had been rushed hurredly to the scene.

Later the same evening some 1,000 nurses, other health
workers and their supporters crowded into the Camden
Centre for an enthusiastic rally in support of the nurses’
fight. A Charing Cross nurse who called for a general strike
on budget day was greeted with great enthusiasm.

‘Catastrophic
deterioration’

MYRA HEALEY, a COHSE steward from St. Thomas’ spoke of the crisis
point her hospital had reached.

‘Tests are being cut back in the Microbiology department because of
cost, and because of vacancies.

‘The management is deliberately taking six months to fill the vacancies to save
money. The staff of the catering department is down by 42 per cent, and they don’t
Just cater for staff but for patients as well. Management are now dishing out
meals to the patients.

‘I have worked at St. Thomas’ for 10 years, and over the last 18 months I have
seen a catastrophic detorioration.

‘Thatcher is now proposing selling the laboratories to private industry. That
means the private tests will be done first. They have already privatised the
cleaning and the place is filthy. If it goes on like this for another 18 months we just
won’t have a health service.’ ’

‘It’'s a vocation’

DEIDRE BYRNE, a first year nurse and NUPE member on the picket
line at St. George’s Hospital in London said:

‘We need every nurse fo put on their uniform and go up to 10 Downing
street, regardiess of their union. We should fill the streets.

‘The young nurses don’t know enough about the union — I was like that until a
few months ago. At first I wanted to abstain from voting for a strike and then I
realised that this was the only way, after listening to people who have been in the
service for years who are so fed up they are even thinking of taking up voluntary
missionary work.

‘It’s not so much the pay as the vocation. As a first year nurse working on a
ward I am supposed to have complete supervision which we don’t get because of
the shortages of staff.

‘On the wards at the moment we are having one trained sister, one student and
one first year nurse. The sister has to do all the administration, check all the
drugs, answer the phones and supervise us at the same time. We end up being
thrown in at the decp end looking after 29 patients on our own with all the fear of
having something o wrong.

‘The whole heaith service should be coming out. We should give a few months
warning and then the army should come and do the work — We’ve got enough
military to cover 21i the patients. In Ireland you have to pay £10 every time you go
to casualty, and 2 doctor’s fee is £15. People just can’t afford it.’

A confident contiry > of nurses on the picket line at Charing Cross hospital
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Postal workers on strike supporting the nurses on a picket line in the East End of London

LEICESTER

Hoot if you
support us!

HOSPITAL WORK-
ERS in Leicester
mounted strong pick-
ets at three of the main
hospitals in the city. At
the Royal Infirmary
placards saying ‘Hoot
if you support us!’
were greeted by a

[ BY PAUL HENDERSON |

cacophany of horns in
the morning rush hour.

Feelings about the
action were so strong
that NUPE stewards
reported great difficul-
ty in getting their

members to maintain
emergency cover.

A rally and demon-
stration of 500 took
place at lunchtime re-
sulting in one of the
biggest gatherings
seen in the city centre
for many months.
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Zionists

kidnap

children

RIGHT-wing Zionist set-
tlers have reportedly kid-
napped as many as 30
Palestinian children from
Daheisha refugee camp,
according to reports
reaching the Palestine Li-
beration Organisa-
tion (PLO).

PLO spokesman Abu
Cherif said a gang of settlers
had forced their way into
Daheisha, between Beth-
lehem and Jerusalem, and
taken the children, some 12
or under, to an unknown des-
tination.

In Anabta village, near
Tulgarm, two young men
were shot dead and many
more injured when Israeli
troops attacked a demon-

stration last Monday. At.

least fifteen people were re-
ported injured in Nablus
when troops opened fire.
More shootings were re-
ported from Ain Beit al-Ma
refugee camp and from

Y

p o hi
the side of the Zionist settlers. Now reports cla

away.

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

ks

L

been a cons orn in

ese Dahe Y.
im 30 Daheisha youngsters may have been taken

Jenin. The entire city of Nab-
lus, with 100,000 inhabitants,
was placed under curfew
last weekend.

Troops were said to be
going around the city arrest-
ing dozens of youth. All re-

orters had been banned
rom the area.

JEWISH
PROTESTS

THE Palestinian

people’s uprising

against Israeli occupation has started to
awaken a smaller, but nevertheless sig-
nificant, revolt in another quarter.
Voices are being raised in several Jewish
communities in Europe, the United States, and

eisewhere, condemning Israeli repression, and
calling for recognition of Palestinian rights.

@® In Paris, about 150 Jewish protestors demons-

trated outside the Israeli
embassy on 20 January,
with slogans including
‘Evacuation des terri-
toires occupes!’ and
‘Negotiation avec le peu-
ple Palestinien’.

Police intervened when an*

altercation developed with a

smaller crowd of right--

wingers demonstrating sup-
port for Israel.

The same day, an adver-
tisement calling on Israel to
withdraw from the occupied
territories appeared in ‘Le
Monde’, signed by 211 peo-
Ele, many of them well-

nown personalities in
lI'i‘france’s Jewish cultural

e.

In Brussels, a statement
issued by the Union des
Progressistes Juifs de Belgi-

ue (UPJB) on 19 December

eclared that as ‘an orga-
nisation born out of the Jew-
ish resistance to the (Nazi)
occupiers’, the UPJB ‘rebels
against the murderous rep-
ression in the Gaza Strip and
West Bank, territories occu-
pied by Israel.’

In London, about 160 peo-
ple attended a meeting with
PLO representative Feisal
Aweidha, organised by the
Jewish Socialists’ Group on
26 January. The PLO’s
speaker urged Jews to ‘help
Israel make peace. Help the
Jews to survive in peace.
Don’t create another ghetto
in Israel for the Jews,’ he
warned.

At the ‘Establishment’
level, the Board of Deputies
of British Jews has conde-
mned its own foreign affairs
chairperson, Mrs.June
Jacobs, for criticising Israeli
military repression.

Israeli ambassador Yehu-
da Avner, who said in De-
cember that he wanted
tougher action against
Palestinians, has admitted
to receiving letters from

Jews expressing ‘a sense of
shock’ over what was hap-
pening. But he praised the
Board of Deputies’ solid sup-
port for the Israeli govern-
ment. .

[ BY CHARLIE POTTINS |

This ‘meant a great deal
for the morale of the com-
munity, and for the morale
of Israel, and was a signal to
Whitehall,” the Israeli
ambassador said.

One deputy who supported
Mrs.Jecobs, Colin Shindler,
complained the Board of De-
puties, like the Zionist Fed-
eration, had become a
mouthp.ece for the official
Israeli line. If the embassy
decided black was white,
‘that’s what the Board will
then say.’

Rabbi Michael Rosen
attacked the Israeli army’s
shooting of civilians, the
Shin Bet (secret service) use
of perjury and torture, and
the ‘fascistic’ language used
by Israeli Defence Minister
Rabin in saying his forces
would crush the Palestinians
with ‘strength, force, and
beatings’.

From Iran, it was reported
that a rabbi had deplored
Israeli repression in occu-
pied Palestine, during a
meeting in Qum attended by
1,000 members of the Iranian
Jewish Society.
~ In the United States, about
90 Jews in Seattle signed a
statement on 9 January, call-
ing on Israel to negotiate
with the PLO, and deman-
ding the US halt aid to Israel
while the repression con-
tinues. Committees to
oppose Israeli occupation
and repression have been
formed in San Francisco and
New York.

Rabbi Alexander M.
Shindler, of the Union of
American Hebrew Con-
gregations, calling for a
negotiated end to Israeli
occupation, warned in De-
cember that ‘The status quo
sows thegseeds of endless
conflicts.’

‘There comes a certain
point beyond which you don’t
go,” said American Jewish
Committee executive direc-
tor Bert Gold. ‘Using brute
force evokes other times and
piaces when it was used
against us.’

When truth’s
a casualty

FORMER Israeli broadcasting chief Yossi Lapid says
if army censors don’t stop interfering with reports
from the occupied territories he’ll ‘have to listen to
PLO radio’ to find out what’s going on.

A new station, ‘Voice of
al-Kuds’ (Jerusalem) has
come on the air with news,
patriotic Palestinian songs,
accurate up-to-date informa-
tion on casualties in the
popular uprising, and warn-
1ngs to named collaborators.
A Hebrew-speaking announ-
cer has urged Israeli sol-
diers to quit the occupied
territory.

Israeli media workers’ are
starting to taste what
Palestinian journalists are
used to. On 25 December,
Army Central Region com-
mander General Mitzna
ordered the arrest of Zohar
Melamed — the correspon-
dent for the armed forces’
broadcasting service. The
general had previously tried
to have him sacked, because
of his reports from the occu-
pied territories.

Military police followed
Melamed to Bethlehem
where he was covering a

story. They took him back to
Jerusalem police headquar-
ters where he was held for
several hours.

Israeli journalists have ex-
pressed concern at discre-
pancies between official
Army reports and informa-
tion from other sources, in-
cluding conscripts.

‘Davar’ correspondent
Tali Selinger said there were
eye-witness reports of
deaths which were not listed
in official reports.

Following their South Afri-
can counterparts, the milit-
ary have been banning re-
porters from entering some
areas. It was also reported
by Israeli press photo-
graphers that as soon as they
began taking pictures in
some places, soldiers
approached with pre-signed
orders declaring the entire
towns or area a ‘closed milit-
ary zone’.

State link
with
right-wing
terror

BELGIAN Justice Minister Jean Gol has
found it necessary to declare there are
no ‘precise, verifiable facts’ to back
allegations that state security forces
were involved in a campaign to destabil-

ise the country.

The denial came after a former gendarme,
arrested in connection with a series of terrorist
incidents, claimed they were part of a plot
involving the gendarmerie and armed forces.

The trial of six people,
accused of taking part in
armed raids on super-
markets from 1983-4 in
which 28 people were kil-
led, was halted recently
after a gun used in the
raids was found at the
home of a former
policeman.

Ex-gendarme Madani
Bouhouche, at whose home
the weapon was found, was
involved in another trial, for
alleged complicity in the
murder of a former Belgian
arms salesman.

At first, the supermarket
raids — the ‘Brabant mas-
sacres’ as they became
known — were blamed on
anarchists or groups similar
to West Germany’s ‘Red
Army Faction’. Now, evi-
dence is pointing to neo-
Nazis like the Westland New
Post group.

What has really caused a
sensation however is the
claim by former gendarme
Robert Beijer, shortly before
returning from Spain to sur-
render, that the Brabant kill-
ings were part of a plot by
fascist elements in the secur-
ity forces.

At the time of the raids,
people remarked that the

[ BY PIERRE DUMONT |

robbers scemed keener on
killing people than on the
money. There was also talk
about the way the gang al-
ways managed to evade
roadblocks.

According to Beijer, there
were links between the
security forces and Right-
wing extremists. The ex-
gendarme says elements in
the gendarmery and milit-
ary had been concerned that
cuts in Belgium’s defence
budget would make it the
‘weak link’ in NATO.

The allegation of state
forces’ involvment makes
the Brabant massacres
sound like the neo-fascist
bomb outrages in Italy. The
NATO-angle begs the ques-
tion of an American, CIA
connection, such as there
was in the Italian destabi-
lisation campaigns and the
Greek colonels’ coup.

Although Justice Minister
Gol has insisted nothing is
proven, he is taking the
allegations seriously. All
members of the security
forces have been ordered to
sign a sworn declaration that
they had no dealings with
Beijer or others involved in
the Brabant massacre.

Stalin’s prosecutor ‘had
“ordered Lenin’s arrest’

STALIN’S infamous chief prosecu-
tor Andrei Vyshinsky, who used to
end his Moscow Trials courtroom
speeches with the cry ‘Shoot the

Mad Deogs!’,
Lenin arrested,

Moscow journal.

tried once to have

according to a

Vyshinsky, ‘handpicked by Stalin to be
the blood-soaked director of the purge
trials’, was ‘a monster whose claws still
defile our criminal procedure and legal
system,” says an article in the 27 Janu-

ary ‘Literaturnaya

It is well-known that
before the October Re-
volution, Vyshinsky
was a Menshevik. He
joined them in 1905,
left the workers’ move-
ment in 1907, and re-
emerged as a right-
wing Menshevik in
1917. He remained a
leading Menshevik un-
til 1920.

In his 1936 ‘Red Book’
on the Moscow Trials,

Gazeta’.

Trotsky’s son Leon Sedov
remarked on the fact that
‘the Menshevik Vyshins-
ky’ was now prosecuting
Zinoviev, Kamenev and
other old Bolsheviks.

Sedov also pointed out
“There is a gaping hole in his
official biography between
1907 and 1920. As a right-
wing Menshevik active after
the February revolution
Vyshinsky was ‘a frenzied
enemy of Bolshevism and
the October Revolution’,
Sedov said.

Accurding to ‘Literatusr-

VYSHINSKY — ‘a monster’

naya (azeta’, Vyshinsky
was not just active political-
ly. The journal says that as a
law official in the provisional
government he personally
signed an order for the
arrest of Lenin as a ‘German
spy’.

The Soviet journal goes on
to make a similar point to
Sedov’s, saying:

‘And 20 years after signing
this order for Lenin’s arrest,
during the purge trials
Vyshinsky was to accuse

Lenin’s ciosest allies of plot-
ting to £ away with Lenin.’

Vyshinsky’s barbarous
language of abuse was noto-
rious. The petty-bourgeois
provincial lawyer made-
good let himself rip denounc-

# ing Bolshevik revolutionary
. and former Comintern head

Bukharin as ‘half-fox, half-

4 pig’. He denounced alleged
& supporizis of Trotsky as ‘a

stinking heap of human de-
bris’.

‘In Vyshinsky’s trials,
naked political banditry
went hznd-in-hand with well-
honed legal skill, and hyster-
ical pathos was mixed with
forensic legal precision,’
‘Litersturnaya Gazeta’ says.

The 2riicle says Vyshinsky
introdirc2d the method still

$ used in the Soviet legalk sys-

tem, whereby the accused is
made io hand-write his or
her cottession, at the dicta-
tion oi the prosecutor.

It alse hlames Stalin’s pro-
secutor for introducing the
rule urder which Soviet
attornevs are not obliged to
read oui in open court any
claim: the accused that
. tortured, or that

Vysts.oxy was later au-
thor ¢f fiie standard Soviet
= on criminal trial

. From 1949-53 he
i Foreign Minister




Unemployment is already
ﬂ&htlng a plan by Krupp to axe 5,000 jo
plant.

RUHR coalminers, on the march last year to defed jobs, are facing a §} W
further threat — and their union has accepted the plan.
Ruhrkohle AG, with 70 per cent of West German coal production,
decided to cut production by 10 million tonnes a year by 1995.
The union leadership has agreed with management plans although
this will mean the loss of 25,000 jobs in the industry.
bad in the Ruhr area, and steelworkers are
bs at the Rheinhausen steel

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Ecuador

voters
ditch
ories

VOTERS in Ecuador have rejected the
Thatcher-like free market capitalist
policies of the pro-US Cordero govern-

Ruhr mine
jobs fight

On the stage
of history

THE LATEST play of the popular Soviet dramat-
ist Mikhail Shatrov concerns a subject which
must surely never have been seen before on the
Russian stage. The play is called ‘On and On and
On’ and is an anti-Stalinist production emerging

out of the rising tide
cultural life.

of Glasnost in Soviet

It is now coming under a series of public attacks for
its attempt to grapple honestly with the role of
Trotsky. Trotsky introduces himself in the play when

the curtain rises:

‘I joined the revolutionary
movement in 1896 at the age
of 17. I participated in the
second congress of the party.
I joined the Mensheviks
which cost me 15 years of
polemic with Lenin. In 1905 I
was one of the organisers of
the first Russian revolution.
Arrested, sentenced and con-
demned to exile for life to
Siberia, I escaped and went
abroad.

‘In 1917, after February, I
came back. I thought that I
could learn something from
the revolution, but it turned
out that there weren’t
enough teachers and it was
finally up to me to teach the
revolution. In August I re-
joined the Bolshevik party.
At the sixth congress I was
elected a member of the Cen-
tral Committee . . . After
October, as people’s com-
missar for Foreign Affairs
. . . profound differences
led to an opposition between
me and Lenin on essential
questions, theoretical and
political, which he called my
‘non-bolshevism’.

‘More profound differ-
ences with Stalin and the
party led to my expulsion
from the country: that also
is true. My activities over-
seas in the creation of the
Fourth International in
opposition to the Third are
not an invention. All that
took place. I am a soldier of
the world revolution and 1

[BY BRONWEN HANDYSIDE |

present myself without
faltering before the tribunal
of posterity.

‘Only, something which
never existed, and never
could exist, which I reject
with scorn, is the secret
police. I never had any con-
tact with the secret police
except, sorry, one which was
single and unique . . . (a si-
lence). On the 20th of August
1940, in my home, in my
office, I was mortally
wounded with an ice-pick by
someone called Jackson
. . . The diabolical emotion
of vengeance was trium-
phant’.

The play depicts Lenin as
making a crucial mistake in
allowing Stalin to succeed
him in the party leadership.
It quotes Rosa Luxemburg
saying that any revolution
which faiis to honour free
speech, free press, free elec-
tions and free trade unions is
doomed to slow death by
bureaucracy.

An editorial in Pravda has
attacked the play saying that
its mixture of fact and fiction
‘damage the moral atmos-
phere of society’. [n the play
Stalin says in reply to Trots-
ky ‘Punishment is not
vengeance, punishment is al-
ways just. We the Bolsheviks
we were always morally cor-
rect.’ Plus ca change . . .

Bukharin
Bukharin
praised

BOLSHEVIK leader
Nicolai Bukharin, a vie-
tim of Stalin’s purge
trials executed 50 years
ago, appeared a step
nearer rehabilitation this
week, with publication in
the Soviet journal ‘Kom-
munist’ of his eulogy at
the funeral of Lenin.

Bukharin was mentioned
favourably by Gorbachev
during the celebrations last
year of the October Revolu-
tion, and in December the
official newspaper ‘Izvestia’
ran an article on him in its
weekly supplement.

American professor
Stephen Cohen, author of
‘Bukharin and the Bolshevik
Revolution’, invited to lec-
ture in Moscow last month,
has remarked on Gor-
bachev’s interest in Bukhar-
in’s policies.

Poet Yevgeni Yev-
tushenko has published a
poem, ‘Bukharin’s Widow’,
attacking the Stalin purges,
ranking Bukharin alongside
Lenin, and praising the mur-
dered communist’s widow,
whom he met last June, for
having preserved his testa-

ment.

ment.
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In the first round of presidential elections last
week, in which about 3.5 million of the South
American country’s 4.6 million electorate voted,
Social Democrat Rodrigo Borja took first place.

Government-backed
contender Duran Ballen
came third, behind a
populist candidate, Abda-
la Bucaram.

President Leon Febres
Cordero’s Social Christian
government came in promis-
ing ‘bread, homes and jobs’,
but now inflation is running
ten per cent ahead of wages,
and nearly half the working
population are under-
employed or jobless.

The 1986 collapse in oil
prices, and the destruction
last March in an earthquake
of the Trans-Andean pipe-
line, might not be the gov-
ernment’s fault; but Febres
Cordero’s free-market Tory-
ism did bring sharp devalua-
tion and soaring interest
rates.

Since Febres Cordero took
power in 1984, there was also
a big increase in reported
violations of human rights.
Interior Minister Luis Ro-
bles was forced to resign
after allegations of torture,
killings and arbitrary arrest
by state forces.

There have been threaten-
ing noises from the military
as the voters went to the
polls. Right-wing officers
have indicated that if Bucar-
am, a demagogue with a
strong following in the
slums, was to win, they
might intervene before the
second round poll on 8 May.

Military rebel Frank Var-
gas came close behind
Duran Ballen in last week’s
elections.

Polish strikes

POLISH port city of Gdansk, birthplace of Solidarity
unions, saw a march by several thousand workers last
week against new price and rent increases. In Wroc-
law, workers in five major plants set up strike

committees.

Waldheim mystery

YUGOSLAV archivists were last week unable to locate an
original document linking Austrian president Waldheim to
erld War II crimes. The West German magazine ‘Der
Spiegel’ had printed a photocopy of a letter from Croat
fascist Ante Pavelic saying Waldheim wanted 4,000 Yugos-
lavs sent to concentration camps in 1942.

London firm
strikebreaks
against
Palestinians

LONDON — based European Manpower Ser-
vices ple, a company which recruits nurses and
engineers for work abroad, has undertaken to
provide labour to break strikes by Palestinian

workers.

Company bess Ephraim Barsam says he has sent
600 workers already, and applied to the Israeli Minis-
try of Labour for 10,000 work permits. They are being
recruited from Portugal, Cyprus, the Far East and

Britain.

Last month, oranges were
not picked, and heaps of rub-
bish accumulated in Tel
Aviv streets because, as the
city council lamented, less
than 30 per cent of its West
Bank workers had arrived,
and from the Gaza Strip no-
one came at all.(‘Yediot
Ahranot’, 15 January).

On 14 January, Minister of
Labour Moshe Ketzev issued
permits for 550 harvest
workers to come in from
South Lebanon, because so
many Palestinian workers
were at home under curfew.
He also appealed to the
Education Ministry to draft
high school pupils into har-
vest work.

A study in ‘Yediot Ahra-

cent of all workers in the
construction industry came
from the occupied territor-
ies, and one in six of all
farmworkers.

‘Anyone believing we can
import 50,000 foreign build-
ing workers within a reason-
ably short time is deluding
himself,” writer Sever Plotz-
ker warned.

‘We are not suggesting
that we replace the Arab
workforce,” EMS boss Bar-
sam told a ‘Jewish Chroni-
cle’ reporter (29 January).
‘we wouldn’t do that. It
would be irresponsible and
create other problems.

“There is a need to send
workers to fill part of the
demand created by the Arab
strike, without causing a
political dilemna.’

World /Brief

Turkish
torture
protest

FAMILIES of Turkish
prisoners have handed
the Grand National
Assembly (parliament) a
26,000-signature petition
calling for an end to tor-
ture.

The Prisoners’ Families’
Mutual Aid Association call
for an end to indiscriminate
beatings, chainings and
blindfoldings, and demands
a parliamentary commis-
sion to review prison condi-
tions.

The association demands
an end to the State Security
Courts, set up after the 1980
military coup, and release of
political detainees.

Protesters out,
others warned

POLISH police last week re-
leased all but one of 50 peo-
ple arrested for demonstrat-
ing outside the Romanian
embassy in solidarity with
arrested strikers at Brasov,
Romania.

Meanwhile, Solidarity
leaders were summonsed to
meet Polish authorities on
Tuesday, and warned there
would be legal consequances
if they opposed new 40 per
cent food price and 100 per
cent rent increases.

Agent killed

FRENCHMAN Jacques
Meurant, killed in Christ-
ian East Beirut last week
by two gunmen, who also
escaped with a document
file he was carrying, was
a top secret agent, it was
revealed.

Meurant, shot in the neck
by two men armed with
machine pistols who drove
up as he sat in his car, was
deputy chief of the Lebanon
desk in France’s Direction
Generale des Services Ex-
terieurs (DGSE).

Bofors’ Bonus

SWEDISH arms company
Bofors paid almost £30 mil-
lion in secret bribes to win a
£750 million contract in In-
dia, according to the ‘Indian
Express’.

Indian prime minister Ra-
jiv Gandhi and the Bofors
company had repeatedly de-
nied reports of illicit pay-
ments, but the ‘Indian Ex-
press’ (2 February) lists
amounts, account numbers,
and codenamed payees or
companies. An Indian-
Swedish joint parliamentary
commission is due to report
on 22 February.

Crime pays

A CHINESE bureaucrat in-
volved in an illegal import
racket that brought in 89,000
cars, 250,000 video machines
and nearly three million tele-
visions has been made depu-
ty mayor of Canton.

The official press said for-
mer Hainan Island senior
Party official Lei Yu had
learnt from his ‘mistakes’.
Prime Minister Zhao Ziyang
recently announced new
plans for opening China to
foreign trade and invest-
ment, through Canton and
Hainan Island.
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SEVEN thousand people marched through north
London last Saturday, on the sixteenth
anniversary of Bloody Sunday, demanding Brit-
ish withdrawal from Ireland.

Trades councils including Hammersmith-
Fulham and Oxford, together with teachers,
council employees and other unions, joined the

Banner on the Bloody Sunday march calling for justice for the Birmingham Six

need this...
stice’

BY SIMON PIRANI ]

- They

THE RAW nerve,
touched by the Tory deci-
sion not to prosecute
police who operated the
‘shoot-to-kill’ policy, was
wrenched out by the
roots when the Birming-
ham Six appeal was re-
jected.

After the Appeal Court
judgement, both Tory and
Labour MPs pleaded with
Home Secretary Douglas
Hurd to grant the six men a
royal pardon, i.e., to free
them with all awkward ques-
tions left unanswered.

Hurd could not do it — because to
free the six would be an admission
that the police were vicious thugs
who beat confessions out of them
and that the original trial was a
blatant state-organised frame-up.
To free the six would undermine
the Prevention of Terrorism Act; it
would weaken, however slightly,
the intimidatory threat of instan-
taneous deportation or imprison-
ment on trumped-up charges fac-
ing every Irish person in Britain
who becomes politically active. It
would undermine their lordships’
point that because the Birmingham
Six mixed with Republicans, their
guilt was virtually proven.

‘This is a black day for British jus-
tice’, cried labour MP Chris Mullin.
(The racist fanatics of ‘The Sun’ said
Mullin’s statement was ‘worthy of a
Falls Road Fenian’, and that the six
should probably have been ‘strung up’
long ago).

Mullin’s tireless . efforts to expose
the frame-up must be praised. But his
naivete about ‘British justice’ is pathe-
tic. The judgement paraded that capi-
talist ‘justice’ in all its pomp and cir-
cumstance. N

What else does ‘British justice’
mean, if not the punishment of the Irish
people for the ‘crime’ of fighting to rid
themselves from imperialist rule?
What else does it mean than the'jailing

of innocent workers, in order to terro-
rise others into submission?

march.

Irish workers turned
out in force behind the
banners of the Irish in
Britain Representation
Group and ‘Troops Out’.
Three Republican bands
from Scotland were
there, and contingents
from political groups in-
cluded the Labour Com-
mittee on Ireland, Re-
volutionary Communist

Party, Socialist Workers

‘Ju
l

The ‘shoot-to-kill’ controversy under-
lines the same point. John Stalker, too,
saw an infringement of ‘British justice’
— in the assassinations organised by
the MI5 and the RUC. This was no

infringement, but a central plank of

British policy - and when the RUC got
caught, it was continued by the army,
with the killing of two IRA volunteers
at Derry in December 1984, three in
Strabane in January 1985 and eight at
Loughgall in April 1987.

There is deep unease in the ruling
class about the ramshackle regime of
terror in the north of Ireland. So much
so that Stalker’s memoirs are being
serialised by the ‘Daily Express’ - who
are certainly more bothered about in-
creasing their circulation than about
noble liberal principles, but who no
doubt sense the disquiet of their mid-

dle-class readers at the RUC’s Guate- .

malan-death-squad style.

Imagine the eyebrows raised in Sur-
biton, when they read that Sir John
Hermon, entertaining a visiting Deputy
Chief Constable (no less!), showed him
details of his mother’s catholic family
background written on the back of a
cigarette packet!

But Surbiton needs the killing fields
of Armagh; Whitehall needs the torture
chambers at Castlereagh barracks;
Thatcher’s ‘people’s capitalism’ needs
the blood-soaked military occupation of
the six counties — to try and stifle
working-class and nationalist struggles
which threaten to strike powerful blows
at the British capitalist state.

Labour and trades union leaders who
prattle on about Thatcher’s ‘share-
owning democracy’ (Norman Willis
was doing this again last week), always
try to ignore this gory brutality on
which it depends. We have to adapt to
it, they say, and recognise the ‘new
reality’. How nice, if we could only
have it without the nasty bits.

The ‘shoot-to-kill’ and Birmingham
Six decisions showed that the ‘nasty
bits’ are essential to capitalism. That is
why every time the Labour leaders
come to power, dedicated to preserving
capitalism, they have to preserve the
bloody occupation of the six counties
and everything that goes with it.

It was the last Labour government

that introduced the Prevention of Ter-
rorism Act. The one before sent troops
to Ireland in the first place. They
carried on with the torture and murder
where the Tories left off.

The British working class must drive
these leaders from its ranks. Its own
interests can only be served by joining
together with the Irish people in the
struggle against Thatcher — as Sinn
Fein councillor Mitchell McLaughlin
correctly pointed out at last week’s
‘Bloody Sunday’ rally. This means
British workers standing unequivocal-
ly for British withdrawal, and Irish
self-determination.

A central part of this fight must be
the organisation of a labour movement
enquiry into the activities of the MI5,
MI6 and RUC in the north of Ireland —
which, in the mid-70s, assumed the dual
purpose of ‘destabilising’ a Labour gov-
ernment and attempting to smash the
IRA.

Some comrades fear that such an
enquiry would be a fruitless exercise,
which would only tell us what we
already know about British imperialist
violence. But the organised working
class movement must take up these
questions, as a movement. Enquiring
in to the workings of the state is essen-
tial, if we are to fight it and the
pro-imperialist Labour leaders who de-
fend it.

Party and Workers Re-
volutionary Party (Work-
ers Press).

The crowd was swelled by
an angry reaction to the Brit-
ish state’s go-ahead for
‘shoot-to-kill’, and the rejec-
tion of the Birmingham Six
appeal.

‘I believe, without one per
cent of doubt, that each and
every member of this
cabinet not to take action
against those who ordered
the ‘‘shoot-to-kill’’ policy
have made themselves
accomplices to murder,’ Ken
Livingstone MP told a rally
afterwards.

Sued

Livingstone — who was at
the rally with Labour MPs
Jeremy Corbyn and Diane
Abbott — said he would not
be sued for the statement,
because that would enable
him to subpoena RUC offic-
ers in court.

‘No representative of Ire-
land could ever send an Irish
Republican to this country
for “‘British justice’” without
betraying every fibre of Ir-
ish nationhood,” he said.

Derry Sinn Fein councillor
Mitchel McLaughlin re-
minded the rally that Bloody
Sunday had been ‘planned at
the highest level’ by the Brit-
ish state; they had hoped it
would ‘stifle the will for free-
dom’ but it had failed.

McLaughlin compared
state repression in the six
counties to the growing
threat by Thatcher to min-
ers, nurses, Asians and
blacks — and called for unity
of the Irish people and Brit-
ish workers against the
‘evils of Thatcherism’.

‘Britain has offered no-
thing to Ireland but perma-
nent repression,” he said.
British withdrawal would be
achieved ‘through negotia-
tions, based on Republican
generosity and a new British
pragmatism, or by pro-
longed people’s struggle.’

A speech on behalf of the
United Campaign Against
Plastic Bullets was made by
Emma Groves, the Belfast

National Front members, safe behin



woman who was shot in the
- face with a plastic bullet dur-
ing an army invasion of her
housing estate. The soldier
who permanently blinded
Mrs Groves from a distance
of eight yards has never
been prosecuted.

Moving

The rally fell silent for the
equally moving speech by
Eileen Kelly, mother of
schoolgirl Carol-Anne who
was killed by a plastic bullet
while walking home after
buying a bottle of milk.

@ The Workers Revolution-
ary Party (Workers Press)
held a succesful social after
the march, at the Abbey
Community Centre in Kii-
burn. The guests of honour
were the James Connolly Re-
publican Flute Band from
Govan, Glasgow. They en-
tertained our guests, as did a
Kurdish musician.

N

cordon, screaming abuse

N

Th;e Rising Phoenix Republican Flute Band from Edinburgh, ready to march

Campaigns
decided

MORE than 100 people resolved to step up campaigns
for British withdrawal from Ireland, and in support of
Republican prisoners, at a Bloody Sunday com-
memoration meeting in Glasgow last Wednesday.

The meeting, organised by
the Clydeside Troops Out
Movement, Republican
Band Alliance and the Glas-
gow Republican Prisoners of
War Committee, began with
a minute’s silent tribute to
those who died on Bloody
Sunday and during the Ii-
beration struggle.

‘A resistance which cannot
and will not be beaten down’
had built up in the six coun-
ties since Bloody Sunday,
Martin O’Leary of Clydeside
Troops Out Movement told
the meeting.

Republican Bands’ repre-
sentative Josie O’Kane said:
‘The only solution to Eng-
land’s Irish problem is to
evict England from every
corner of Ireland, and this
will only happen with the
victory of the IRA.

Eddie Caughey of the Re-
publican prisoners’ support
committee in Birmingham
said that the demand for re-
patriation of the prisoners to
Irish jails was ‘not a devia-
tion from the main issues.’
Of the 34 prisoners in En-
glish jails, 21 were serving
life sentences, and all were
frequently subject to beat-
ings, solitary confinement
and other forms of intimida-
tion.

‘The British don’t just
want a pint of blood and a

pound of flesh; they want to

remove the flesh and dispose

of it. Their object is to crush

the prisoners and intimidate

%he Irish people, but this will
ail.”

Simon Pirani, chairing the
meeting, stressed that the
responsibility of British
socialists was to fight’ for
Irish self-determination, and
in particular to oppose the
Labour leaders ‘who had as
much Irish blood on their
hands as the Tories’.

Greeting

The meeting resolved to
send messages of greeting to
Republican prisoners, and
also to send a solidarity mes-
sage to the Palestine Libera-
tion Organisation.

In discussion from the
floor, proposals were made
about further campaigning.
The issue of strip-searching
was mentioned, and the need
to fight for a labour move-
ment enquiry into the ‘shoot-
to-kill’ policy and other
undercover state operations
by British imperialism. It
was also agreed to organise
demonstrations at English
jails.

DERRY MARCH

IN Derry the march was
nearly 6,000 strong.

For the first time the orga-
nisers had applied for per-
mission and this was given.

The spirited march began
at the Creggan shops and
wound its way down into the
Bogside with RUC and Brit-
ish army forces hardly to be
seen anvwhere.

The members of the Ir-
ish Republican POW
Campaign (Britain) invite
all supportive organisa-
tions and people to join
with us at our annual
commemoration outside
Wakefield prison on
February 7 at 1.30 pm, to
honour courageous Free-
dom Fighter Volounteer
Frank Stagg, who died at
that prison on hunger-
strike after 62 agonising
days, in his fight against
prison conditions and re-
patriation to prison in Ire-
land.

Conditions at Wakefield
have changed little since
Frank Stagg died there
almost 12 years ago, with the
prison maintaining the repu-
tation of the harshest regime
for Irish political prisoners
of all the British prisons.

But it must also be said
that every Irish political
prisoner who passed through
the vicious system in Wake-
field since Frank Stagg’s
death has demonstrated
their indomitable fighting
spirit and calibre by the
manner in which they have
sustained the battle against
the lackeys at Wakefield, de-
termined to inflict the most
inhuman treatment against
the POWs, and extended to
their families and friends
with restrictive visiting con-
ditions.

At present Noel Gibson is
in ‘solitary confinement’:
one week after arriving at
Wakefield last September he
was dumped in *solitary” for
an ‘offence’ he couldn't have
committed.

Noel could be deliberately
held in ‘solitary’ indefinitely
awaiting the completion of
the police investigation con-
cerning forensic tests aris-
ing from the claim that Noel
placed an incendiary device
in a book from the prison
library and returned it to the
library.

Billy Armstrong is also in
Wakefield following a 28 day
‘lie down" at Durham. from
where he was removed in
mid December last vear. A

Ken Livingstone MP, speaking at the rally,

accused cabinet ministers of being ‘accom-
plices to murder’

Wakefield picket

visit from Billy’s mother,
aged and handicapped by
arthritis did not take place,
because Billy was totally
opposed to his mother hav-
ing to endure the horrible
treatment of being strip-
searched.

Join us on February 7 in
our salute to the courageous
Freedom Fighter Frank
Stagg, and all our martyrs,
and to protest at the ‘special’

treatment inflicted upon Ir-
ish Republican Prisoners in
English prisons.

With us in unity, demand
the right of Irish Republican
Prisoners to Repatriation
Now.

Together in Struggle,

Beir bua agus Tioc faidh
ar la,

Irish Republican POW
Campaign (Britain).

REPUBLICAN PRISONERS OF WAR

LONG LARTIN
HM Prison Long Lartin, South Littleton,
Evesham, Worcs, WR11 5TZ
LIAM BAKER, 20-year sentence, 464984.
JAMES BENNETT, 20-year sentence,
464989.
PETER JORDAN, 15-year sentence,
H22338.
EDDIE BUTLER, Life sentence, 338637.
ROBERT CUNNINGHAM, 20-year sent-
ence, 131877.
GERRY CUNNINGHAM, 20-year sent-
ence, 132016.
JOHN McCOMB,
B51715.
HUGH DOHERTY, Life sentence, 338636.
VINCE DONNELLY, Life sentence,
274064.

17-year sentence,

MAIDSTONE
HM Prison County Road, Maidstone,
Kent
SHAUN McSHANE, B75898
DONAL CRAIG, 4-year sentence, L40579.
PARKHURST
HM Prison Parkhurst, Newport, Isle of
Wight, PO30 5NX
PATRICK HACKETT, 20-year sentence,
342603.
PAUL NORNEY, Life sentence, 863532.
TOMMY QUIGLEY, Life sentence 69204.
PETER SHERRY. Life sentence, B75880.
WAKEFIELD
HM Prison Love Lane, Wakefield, W
Yorks. WF2 9AG
NATALINO VELLA,
B71644.
NOEL GIBSON, Life sentence, 879225.
WILLIAM ARMSTRONG, Life sentence,
119085

15-year sentence,

ALBANY
HM Prison Albany. Newport. Isle of
Wight. PO30 5RS
MARTIN BRADY. Life sentence. 119087.
HARRY DUGGAN. Life sentence. 338638.
BILLY GRIMES. 10-year sentence. 78647.
SEAN KINSELLA. Life sentence. 758661,
GARTREE
HM Prison Gartree. Leicester Rd. Market
Harborough. Leics, LE16 7RP
RONNIE McCARTNEY. Life sentence.
463799
STEPHEN NORDONE, Life sentence
758663.
JOE O'CONNELL. Life sentence. 338635
PATRICK McLAUGHLIN, 30-year sent-
ence.
ROY WALSH. Lfe sentence. 119083.
FRANKLAND
HM Prison Finchale Ave. Brasside,
Durham
BRENDAN DOWD. Life sentence,
758662.

¥e thanx An Cumann Cabhrach, British section. for
SupDiying an¢ updatng this :nformation.

PAUL HOLMES, Life sentence, 119034.

CON MCcFADDEN, 20-year sentence,

130662,

MICHAEL J McKENNEY, 16-year sent-

ence, L46486.

EDDIE O’NEILL, 20-year sentence,

135722. -
LEICESTER

HM Prison Welford Rd, Leicester, LE2

7AJ

PAUL KAVANAGH, Life sentence, 1888.
GERARD McDONNELL, Life sentence,
B75882.
BRIAN KEENAN, 21-year sentence,
B826380.
PATRICK McGEE, Life sentence, B75881.
DURHAM
HM Prison Durham, Oid Elvert Street,
Durham.
MARTINA ANDERSON, Life sentence,
D25134.

ELLA O'DWYER, Life sentence, D25135.
REMAND PRISONERS:
BRIXTON
HM Prison, Jebb Avenue, Brixton, Lon-

don SW2 5XF.
LIAM McCOTTER, LB83693
PATRICK McLAUGHLIN, LB83694.
LIAM QUINN, 49930

INNOCENT MEN AND

WOMEN FRAMED BY THE
BRITISH POLICE:

CAROLE RICHARDSON, 290719, HM
Prison Styal, Wilmslow, Cheshire
PATRICK ARMSTRONG, HM Prison Gar-
tree.
G.(DANNY) McNAMEE, 25-year sentence,
L48616. HM Prison, Parkhurst
PATRICK MCLAUGHLIN, 30-year sent-
ence, HM Prison, Gartree
GERARD CONLON, 462779, HM Prison
Long Lartin. .
PAUL HILL, 462778. HM Prison Long
Lartin.
JUDITH WARD. HM Prison Durham.
HUGH CALLAGHAN, 509499, HM Prison,
Wormwood Scrubs.
JOHN WALKER. 509494, HM Prison,
Wormwood Scrubs.
BILLY POWER, 509498, HM Prison,
Wormwood Scrubs.
GERARD HUNTER, 509495, HM Prison,
Wormwood Scrubs.
RICHARD McILKENNY, 509497, HM Pris-
on, Wormwood Scrubs.
PADDY HILL, 509496, HM Prison, Worm-
wood Scrubs.
Wormwood Scrubs, Ducane Rd, Lon-
don, W12 OAE.

They are all serving life and in the case of
Carole Richardson, indefinite detention.
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TORY CLAIMS that
long-stay patients can be
cared for in the com-
munity are totally con-
tradicted by the terrible
plight of existing home
carers today.

A current shock report
from the Women’s Coopera-
tive Guild on provision for
carers in England and Wales
finds that back-up from local
health authorities and social
service departments is most-
ly minimal and in many
cases non-existent.

A carer is someone who devotes
time to looking after an elderly or
chronically sick companion or re-
lative. Three out of four are
women and in total there are poss-
ibly 2 million.

However, because no. adequate re-
cords are kept and support is sporadic,
this may be a million short of the true
figure.

The report explains that while it is
not uncommon to find a 65 year-old
woman taking care of her 87 year-old
mother, there are also school children
looking after sick parents, middle-
aged couples caring for handicapped
offspring in their 30s, and all age
groups tending the terminally ill.

It is also not rare to find elderly
disabled couples looking after each
other or a multiple of disablements
and handicapped people in the same
family.

Carers are subject to enormous
stress — financial, physical and
psychological.

They frequently forego career and
job opportunities which often means
reduced pension prospects.

They often miss out on marriage and

The Torles plans to place the burden of caring onto the ‘community’, but this

partnerships while concentrating on
their nursing tasks. Their own health
deteriorates as dependence grows
when the condition of those they sup-
port worsens.

Elderly or disabled dependents have
to be lifted, resulting in back trouble
for many carers. Senile or mentally
disturbed relatives have not only to be
fed and cleaned up like babies —
although they may be heavily-built
adults — they also have to be watched
almost second by second in case they
endanger themselves or others.

Strains on family relationships are
collosal and many break up.

With the approach of old age, those
looking after younger dependents wor-
ry incessantly about what will happen
to their charges when they are gone.

One thing all carers have in com-
mon, they are all saving the state huge
amounts which would otherwise have
to be spent on professional or institu-
tional care.

The Tory goverment takes their sup-
port wholly for granted: it treats them
with contempt and actually penalises
and hinders their work by undermin-
ing and witholding vital services.

Rate-capping and health authority
cuts, and consequent lack of cash for
the ‘voluntary sector, are leading to
closure of day centres for the elderly,
home help and meals-on-wheels cuts
and the elimination of laundry ser-
vices.

In late 1986 the Cooperative
Women’s Guild sent out a question-
naire to all health authorities and so-
cial service departments in England
and Wales to find out what level of
service is provided for carers and what
check is kept on them.

Out of the 107 health authorities
replying, 28 provided no schemes for
carers or their dependents and only
18.9 per cent kept comprehensive re-
cords of their problems and needs.

Of 55 social service departments re-
plying, eight provided no scheme and
only 16.7 per cent kept full records.

The great majority of respondents
provided only one scheme — mainly
respite support to give carers a rest.

NO CARE
FOR CARERS

o

El
hospital, South London, was closed In 1982

There were 103 schemes of this type.

There are at least 45 possible scheme
types — ranging from respite care,
home helps and laundry services to
shopping help, a sitting service, tele-
phone helpline, alarm schemes, advice
packs, training schemes and various
types of day centres and nursing sup-
port.

This story tells all about the Tory
concern for ‘community care’, in its

will vastly increase the misery of millions of carers whose plight is " al

ernard Franks-—

Iderly patients were forcibly removed from their hospital wards when St. Benedicts

present form no more than a method of
destroying expensive residential care
and closing homes and hospitals — to
give away to their property speculator
friends — by dumping inmates on their
relatives or on the street.

@® ‘People Who Care’ a report on carer
provision in England and Wales for the
Cooperative Women’s Guild by - Iris
Webb, £3 incl. p&p, from 342 Hoe
Street, London E17 9PX
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‘We’ll expose this

SEVENTY-ONE Amalgamated En-
gineering Union (AEU) members are on
all-out strike in Lambeth against cuts.
They are the first group of local govern-
ment workers to take the plunge. Sylves-
ter Smart, convenor, and Brian Gard,
steward spoke to Workers Press about
the politics of the strike.

‘We are going to ex-
pose this council in this
dispute. People have
got to be aware that
this administration
will go to any lengths
to carry out Tory poli-
cy. They are openly
saying that the trade
unions in Lambeth
won’t fight. They are
taking the path of least
resistance in fighting
us and not the govern-
ment.

Weak

“The hardest struggle here
is not against the council but
against a weak trade union
leadership which is prepared
to make compromises and
keep Linda Bellos in power.
She is able to carry out cuts
because they refuse to
mobilise their members.
They are now demanding
that the council provide vehi-
cles to carry out services —
if necessary they are insist-
ing that the council bring in
outside hired vehicles.

council’

say engineer

‘The dispute is absolutely
nothing to do with pay, as
some papers have said. We
were locked out for refusing
to make cuts. The deputy
leader of the council said we
could have everything we
wanted if we agreed to cut
ten posts off our establish-
ment.

“The vote to strike was
unanimous, the ballot we
held after three days was
unanimous, and the com-
promise offered by manage-
ment was unanimously re-
jected. I would rather be
sacked than compromise
now, and once the council
starts along the road of lock-

AEU picket line outside Kennington depot in Lambeth

ing people out, believe me,
the next stage is sackings.

‘When we were standing
on the picket line manage-
ment called the police who
came and then left, saying
that we were the most well
behaved pickets they had
ever seen. As the vehicles
were being driven out we
were pointing the unroad-
worthy ones out to the cop-
pers saying ‘What about that
one?’ They ignored it until
one came along with no
windscreen wipers whereup-
on the copper said ‘I've had
enough, I'll have to go in and
talk to your management.’

The agreement that the

council signed and betrayed
was an agreement which
meant that manual workers
would get the same condi-
tions of service as white col-
lar workers, thus remedying
one of the greatest inequali-
ties between different sec-
tions of local government
workers.

Lambeth council then re-
neged completely on that
agreement, as it has done
with 52 other agreements
signed before it was realised
how big a budget gap there
was going to be. It is now the
most ludicrous hypocrisy for
Lambeth council to call itself
an ‘Equal Opportunities Em-
ployer’.

Parents in

schools lobby

TOWER HAMLETS

OVER 150 parents and their supporters lobbied a
full council meeting at Bethnal Green town hall

on 27 January.

The lobby was originally called by PAGE (Parents’

Action Group for Education in
was supported by Tower Hamlets Trades

Tower Hamlets) and
Council,

ELTA (East London Teachers Association) and Tower

Hamlets Workers Support

Group.

They stood outside in the
pouring rain for about an
hour listening to speakers
including Michael Finn (pa-
rent member of PAGE) and
John Rees (Tower Hamlets
Workers Support Group) In
opposition to the clear inten-
tion of the Liberal majority
(of only two) to opt out of
ILEA control of education,
should Education Minister
Kenneth Baker and the
Tories offer them a suffi-
cient bribe to do so.

As the ‘Big Red Band’ en-
tertained the lobby, a small
group of police pushed and
jostled people off the steps.
One parent with her child
later complained she had
tripped and fallen.

At 7p.m. about 50 people
crowded into the public gal-
lery after attempting to lob-
by some of the Liberals en-
tering the meeting.

The Labour Group had ex-
pected education to be on the
agenda. Instead, a presenta-
tion of certificates to repre-
sentatives of local
businesses for health and
safety standards was fol-
lowed by a.Liberal motion
opposing Clause 28 of the
Tory Local Government Bill
which attacks the right of
lesbians and gay men to use
funds from local authorities
to ‘promote homosexuality
or publish material for the
promotion of homosex-
uality’.

Councillor Eric Flanders
(Liberal) was attacked by
Phil Maxwell (Labour) for
hypocritically supporting
such a motion.

He said that this was the
first time the Liberals had
opposed any Tory policies
from the council chambers
and that it had been intro-
duced to prevent any discus-

sion of their intentions with °

regard to education.

He proposed an amend-
ment recognising the role of
ILEA in promoting ‘equal
opportunities’ and support-
ing any further efforts by
ILEA in this field and prom-
ising support for all gay
comrades in their struggle
against this Bill.

This was greeted by
tumultuous applause from
the public gallery where pa-
rents continually jeered and
heckled the Liberals as they
refused to debate the amend-
ment or accept a petition of
2,257 signatures opposing
opting out.

After two warnings from
the chair, the police were
called to clear the public gal-
lery.

Before the poljce arrived
parents decided %o leave in
an orderly fashion of their
own accord.

PAGE is holding a further
meeting at 7.30p.m. at the
Globetown Community Cen-
tre, Bullards Place, London
E2 on Thursday, 11
February.

SOUTH WALES

DEAN HANCOCK:
Oakdale - Eight year sent-
ence. Gartree Prison, nr Mar-
ket Harborough, Leicester.

RUSSELL SHANKLAND:
Taff Merthyr - Eight year sent-

RELEASE JAILED MINERS

ence. Gartree Prison, Market

Harborough, Leicester.

DURHAM

MICHAEL STEPHENSON:
Wearmouth - Three year sent-
ence from June 1986. RF8756
HM Prison Acklington, Mor-
peth, Northumbria.
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LABOURITES

VOTE FOR

£30m CUTS

MANCHESTER

MANCHESTER'’S Labour Council, elected on a
manifesto of ‘Defending Jobs — Defending Ser-
vices’, has voted £30 million cuts.

Graham Stringer, ‘left’ leader of the council, had
asked God’s policeman James Anderton to protect the
meeting and the town hall was ringed by police, with
more inside patrolling every floor with dogs.

As students from various
community colleges demon-
strated outside, the Lady
Mayoress opened the meet-
ing with prayers — the first
for the Good Lord to ensure
that any decision made was
okay; the second to bless the
people of the city and save
them from poverty and
pestilence.

And then into the cuts. Not
even ‘Spitting Images’ could
beat that for satire!

The Labour council with a
43 majority has turned its
guns on the Manchester
working class, covering its
betrayal with mountains of
anti-Tory rhetoric, and free-
ly usurping the nurses to
back their cause.

In order to try and avoid
an expected £110 million
shortfall in April they have
cut £30 million, frozen re-
cruitment and put up rents.

The cuts mean: 4,000 job
losses; 1,700 axed from
teaching and other posts at
schools and colleges; the clo-
sure of four old peoples’
homes and five day centres,
two convalescent homes and
15 family group homes; a 30
per cent cut in town clerk’s
administration and central
administration of social ser-
vices and planning; cuts in
council controlled theatres;
review of other projects,
such as new mini town halls
in different neighbourhoods.

The Liberals moved a ‘no
cuts’ motion and taunted the
Labourites about the col-
lapse of their policy. They
also pointed a finger at a
‘left’ councillor who had
spoken on the ‘Militant’
organised lobby outside,
calling for a campaign
against the cuts, and then

voting for them.

The NALGO leadership
had threatened strike action
because they had not been
consulted over the cuts and
then accepted a promise that
they would not be involved in
helping to organise the cuts.
In fact the entire union lead-
ership is collaborating with
the plans to slash services.

The simple message from
councillors was: ‘We will not
lead a fight against Thatch-
er. She cannot be beaten.’

But Manchester’s hospit-
als and communities are
alive with militancy, meet-
ings to fight attacks on the
NHS are taking place and
demonstrations, pickets and
strikes are being planned.

In Hulme packed meetings
are taking place discussing
how to fight the proposed
privatisation of a council
estate.

Tenants discuss their
strategy to fight the Tories,
with barricades if neces-
sary, but a Labour councillor
advises them to ask the gov-
ernment for more money as
the council can do nothing.

Tenants faced with priva-
tisation and rent increases;
council employees faced
with sackings; people faced
with cutbacks in services
must unite to fight this
council.

Every councillor who
stood on a ‘no cuts’ platform
and now supports the cuts
must be forced to resign.

As was shown at the
tenants’ meeting that voted
unanimously to demonstrate
to support the nurses, this
fight against the council
must be linked with the de-
fence of the NHS.

piace?

Thursday, February 11,

What is Revolution?
MARX understood the revolutionary transformation of
society as expressing the conflict between the advance
of the forces of production developed by human beings
and the social relations between them.

The Crash of '88.
WHAT are the implications of the financial and economic
crisis for the working class?

1988, at 7.30.

Thursday, February 18, 1988, at 7.30.

What is Capitalism?
WHY does the social system under which the working
class is exploited appear to some people to be in line
with *human nature’? How does this system operate, and
how will it be destroyed?

Friday, February 26, 1988, at 7.30.

The State and Revolution
HOW does the state exercise power over the working
class? Can that power be broken? What will take its

WORKERS REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
| Basic Principles of Marxism

Six Lectures at Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, WC 1.
Friday, February 5, 1988, at 7.30.

Friday, March 4, 1988, at 7.30.
The Russian Revolution, Stalinism and Trots-

kyism.

SEVENTY years ago, the Russian workers, led by the
Boisheviks, overthrew Tsarism and capitalism, and the
world socialist revolution began. The rise of a bureacra-
cy within the Soviet state led to the betrayal of the
revolution, but not its destruction.

Thursday, March 10, 1988, at 7.30.

The Fourth International Today.
FIFTY years ago, Trotsky led those who fought to
continue the work to prepare the world revolution in the
foundation of the Fourth International, World Party of
Socialist Revolution. After decades of crisis, the time has
come for the re-founding of the FI. ’

READING:

Cliff Slaughter, Marx and Marxism

Marx and Engels, The Communist Manifesto

Marx, Wage Labour and Capital

Lenin, The State and Revolution

Trotsky, The Death Agony of Capitalism and the Tasks

of the Fourth International
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LETTERS

No demands

THE Editor of Workers
Press (23 January) calls for
the defence of the NHS and a
campaign to bring down the
Tory government.

In the article he/she calls
for the opening of the books
of the NHS, nationalisation
without compensation of the
drug companies under work-
ers’ control, occupation of
hospitals, wards and depart-
ments under threat of clo-
sure, and demands that the
TUC be made to lead the
struggle and to call a natonal
strike by health service
workers.

Nothing, however, is said
about putting demands on
Labour Party leaders.

It is not enough to demand
that the TUC calls a national
strike as gart of a campaign
to bring down the Tory gov-
ernment.

This strike must be linked
with a call on the Labour
Party in parliament to ‘De-
mand the resignation of the
Tory government’.

This is necessary for two
reasons:

First, the Tories had no
mandate to attack the NHS
-— ‘The NHS is safe in our
hands’.

The Labour Party there-
fore has a right to demand
resignations.

Second, this would pull the
middle class (who are pre-
pared to give up tax conces-
sions to defend the NHS)
over to the side of the work-
ing class behind the Labour
leaders.

A Labour government
forced into office against its
will by the power of the
working class would have no
option but to defend the NHS
in the immediate period af-

ter the election (of course the -

pressure of the world capi-
talist crisis would soon force
the Labour government it-
self to attack the NHS).

We should warn that this
Labour government would
betray. Then it would be
necessary to make the de-
mands for opening the NHS
books and for the nationalis-
ing without compensation of
the drug companies under
workers’ control, and for the
occupation of hospitals.

If the struggle to defend
the NHS is not continued
against the betrayal of the
Labour government the sup-
port of the middle class will
be lost.

The Workers Press article
leaves out the actuai living
struggle to develop lead-
ership and to develop the
consciousness of the working
class of its own power and its
role as the only class capable
of overthrowing capitalism.

P.Maginnis
Liverpool WRP

issue evaded

DAVE TEMPLE’S letter
{Workers Press 30 January)
evades the issue raised in
Norah Wilde's letter by mis-
representing what she says.

At no stage did she argue
that clarification of our dif-
ferences with Scargill meant
we should not fight to secure
a Scargill victory.

She actually says ‘in fight-
ing alongside workers we
urge miners to place de-
mands on Scargill whilst
fighting for his re-election’
‘Workers Press 23 January)
and why?

For reasons comrade
Dave conspicuously avoids.
Namely that, in contrast to
Scargill, as Trotskyists we
are fighting at all times for
the political independence of
the working class.

The theoretical and prac-
tical reasoning behind plac-
ing demands on Scargill out-
lined in comrade Norah’s let-
ter, and with which I agree,
should be theoretically chal-
lenged by comrade Dave.

Comrade Dave says, ‘If
you are engaged every day

in a fight for every vote for
Seargill, if you are down a
pit arguing to win over dis-
senting miners, if you are
aware how crucial every
vote is, the last thing you
consider is emphasising
your differences’.

One thing I share with
comrade Dave is we have
both worked in industry for
many years.

I hope neither of us would
argue that Trotskyists
should keep their politics a
secret.

Miners would not be asto-
nished to find the Workers
Revolutionary Party had
political views different to
Scargill’s.

What is at stake here is not
isolation from the working
class, as comrade Dave’s
letter would have us believe,
but his two stage approach
— first we uncritically sup-
port Scargill’s re-election
and afterwards ‘we debate
our differences with him’.

This method has nothing to
do with dialectical material-
ism but everything to do with
Stalinist i.e. bourgeois
methodology.

Comrade Dave’s method is
entirely at one with his un-
critical support for the left
Stalinist Arthur Scargill.

Our tactics, as consistent
Trotskyists, are guided by
Marxist theory embodied in
the permanent revolution.
This means above all fight-
ing for the political inde-
pendence of the working
class and at no time subordi-
nating the class, including
miners, to the reactionary
limitations of the left sec-
tions of the bureaucracy.

Nowhere does comrade
Norah say: ‘The more fu-
rious the opposition of the
capitalist state the more
appropriate the time to ex-
press our differences.’

She stresses it is the elec-
tion, which no one denies is
in the midst of furious
opposition from the capital-
ist state, which is the
appropriate time. Not have
an academic debate when
the election is over and the
‘horse has bolted’.

In any case furious opposi-
tion from the capitalist state
is with us continuously these
days. Perhaps we should
never raise differences then.

I look forward to comrade
Dave’s replies.

Richard Goldstein

North London WRP

Scargill’s
Election

COMRADE Dave Tempie’s
recent comment rightly sup-
porting Scargill’s re-election
was argued from an adapta-
tionist standpoint and not
that of consistent Trotsky-
ism. (Workers Press 30
January)

Noting that ‘the year long
strike did not halt the decline
of the British coal industry.
nor could it have done’, he
failed to ask why this was the
case. Instead he wrongly
asserted that only the police
stood between ‘labour and
capital’ when in fact the en-
tire strike was mediated and
isolated by the trade union
and Labour Party bureauc-
ra&iﬁs, including that of the

‘Arthur Scargill did not
betray the movement,” said
comrade Dave, ‘but re-
sponded to it and refused to
compromise with the state.’
But ‘compromise’ was the
essence of the militant form
of his response.

At no time did he launch,
in conflict with these
bureaucracies, a campaign
to bring down the Tories
through uniting ail sections
of worRers using their own
class methods. Yet without
such a strategy it was, and
remains, impossible for min-
ers and workers to begin to
resolve théir encrmously
pressing problems. Scargiil

however proceeded other-
wise.

That is why, in strategical-
ly subordinating miners’ and
workers’ political independ-
ence to imperialist
bureaucratic agencies, he
contributed as a left-Stalinist
to the betrayal of the miners
strike.

Waving a ‘spotless banner’
over Scargill’s role, com-
rade Dave did the same in
relation to the role of the
Workers Revolutionary Par-
ty (WRP) during the miners
strike. ‘We Trotskyists bat-
tle(d) alongside him. We did
not declare, as the mounted
poice charged us, ‘just a mi-
nute Arthur...you have re-
jected the theory of perma-
nent revolution.’

He forgets that our prac-
tise is guided by a Marxist
analysis of (world) develop-
ments based on the perspec-
tive of permanent revolu-
tion, in which we fight at all
times for the political inde-
pendence of the (world)
working class. He also
forgets that before 1985, we
(never mind Scargill!) aban-
doned in practise, Marxism
and the theory of permanent
revolution. Opportunist
adaptation to sections of the
trade union and Labour Par-
ty bureaucracy was only one
of the consequences, along-
side sectarian opposition to
the miners support groups.

Post-split (in the WRP) his-
torical accounting has
already confirmed these
matters. Yet in retreating
from this position, comrade
Dave returns to ‘yester-
day’s’ opportunism in order
to justify todays adaptation.
Under the pressure of the
left reformist Stalinist
bureaucracy, the same phe-
nomenon of opportunist
adaptation takes place to-
day, side by side with a
sectarian blocking of the
miners’ struggle for political
independence.

Joined once again by com-
rade Geoff Pilling in evading
the true role of Scargill, in
his article ‘privatisation and
the capitalist crisis’, com-
rade Geoff merely remarks:
‘Only a revolutionary prog-
ramme and revolutionary
leadership will be able to
answer the new situation
facing miners’ etc (Workers
Press 16 January).

In failing to clarify min-
ers’ immediate tasks in the
immediate class struggle in-
cluding the miners’ pres-
idential election, the ques-
tion of leadership was re-
duced tc an abstraction,
blocking workers’ struggle
for political independence.
And this is nothing but a
form of sectarianism.

Concretely, programmatic
demands (as part of our
programme) must be placed
upon Scargill in the course of
defending the progressive
content of his leadership and
opposing the right-wing etc.
(See Norah Wilde letter. 23
January).

Only in this way is it possi-
ble to fight in this case, for
the political independence of
miners, expose Scargill’s
reactionary limitations in
the class struggle, and con-
tribute to clearing the
ground for party building
and development of our
programme.

Norah Wilde WRP

Poll tax
tactics

THE implementation of the
Tories’ proposed Commun-
ity Tax (Poll Tax) in Scotland
is receiving indignation from
members of the working
class community concerned
about rising rents and re-
duced benefit entitlements.

Despite this, the Labour
administration of Tayside
Regional Council is prepared
to spend up to £12 million on
office accommodation.
necessary, following agree-
ment on implementing the
Poll Tax, on all aspects in-
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cluding billing, collection,
accounting and recovery of
arrears.

In view of this, the Region-
al Department has also
struck an agreement with
the three District Councils in
the area, insisting that they
be responsible for collecting
the charge from their own
local people.

Scottish National Party
controlled Angus District
Council agreed to collect and
administer the Poll Tax but
claimed the Regional Coun-
cil would remove £200,000 in-
come support to the District
used for collection of the pre-
sent rates, and that Angus
residents travel to Dundee to
pay the hated tax, if a deci-
sion with the Labour man-
date was not reached.

At a meeting of Tayside
Regional Council a ridicu-
lous argument broke out be-
tween bureaucrats in Labour
and SNP groups about who
should be responsible for col-
lecting the Poll Tax.

Raymond Mennie chal-
lenged two members of the
SNP group to declare their
intentions not to pay the tax
and said that a mass cam-
paign of opposition to the
Poll Tax could only be initi-
ated by people taking a deci-
sion to withold payments.

While the Nationalists
failed the non-payment chal-
lenge, the leader of the
Labour administration,
Chris Ward could only ask
that the working class wait
for changes when the legisla-
tion reached the House of
Lords.

Consider that before
Christmas Dundee District
Leader Tom McDonald told
a meeting of the Dundee
Labour Party that the Coun-
cil would not co-operate with
the Region regarding collec-
tion of the Poll Tax.

Clearly a change in tactics
was employed and the words
‘non co-operation with reg-
istration officers’ used to
convenience the position of
the Stalinists willing to seek
electoral gain out of their
own insignificant campaign
of opposition.

Lawrence Morton
Dundee Labour Party

Differences

COMRADE Erol Refik
(Workers Press 30 January)
obviously has very deep dif-
ferences with my article on
Gorbachev’s speech on the
Russian Revolution.

He declares that it ‘covers
up more and more questions
about the Soviet Union, the
evolution of degenerated
Workers States, and their re-
lationship with the world im-
perialist system’.

Will comrade Errol, then,
please do some uncovering
and let us know what he
believes is the correct posi-
tion on these questions?

One can hardly say he did
that, in the string of state-
ments he submitted in his
letter. Their connection with
my article and even the very
meaning of some of them.
were a little obscure.

One did gather, however,
that he objected quite vehe-
mently to the opening sent-
ence of the article:

‘Gorbachev’s speech on
the anniversary of the Rus-
sian Revolution was a
fraudulent attempt to use re-
volutionary traditions for the
building of a counter revolu-
tionary front with im-
perialism.’

Presumably he believes
that Gorbachev is building a
revolutionary front with im-
perialism.

Is that the case? Or does
he believe that the negotia-
tions between the imperial-
ists and the bureaucracy
have no class significance?

Let me ask him about the
main conclusions of the arti-
cle: Does he agree that, as
the article said. ‘it 1S most
significant that Gorbachev
had to spend several para-

)
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graphs in distorting the posi-
tion of Trotsky and denonc-
ing it‘?

Would he agree that this is
because, as the article said:

‘in the economic crisis that
the bureaucracy faces; with
the rising demands for the
truth about the past; with
the course of the bureaucra-
cy meaning increasing
clashes with the working
class we can expect Trotsky
and Trotskyism to come
under more vicious attack?’

Does he agree that Gor-
bachev ‘uses history and
“theory’’ as did Stalin—as a
justification for his present
policies which are an empir-
ical reaction to present
situations?’

Would he concur that:
“‘The bureaucrats are a para-
sitic growth on the Soviet
Union; their power and pri-
vileges contradict the re-
volutionary principles of the
leaders and masses who
brought about the Russian
Revolution, they are a con-
servative philistine opposite
to all the turbulent move-
ments driven.to change the
world in this revolutionary
epoch. But to legitimise
themselves they must place
themselves in a continuity
from the Russian Revolu-
tion. Their lying is therefore
a profound necessity?’

Does he agree with the
final paragraph which de-
clares the bureaucracy is
‘weakening state control and
introducing greater ine-
quality?’

And, in relation to that,
does he agree that Trotsky
and the Fourth International
provides a ‘record and prog-
ramme of struggle against
bureaucratic privileges, ine-
quality and political oppres-
sion?’

Perhaps in the process of
enlightening us on his
answers to these conclusions
of the article he will also
throw some light on the con-
cluding sentences of his
letter.

He writes that my article
introduced ‘many of the
same definitions of the
Soviet Union as the Maoist
movement’. What defini-
tions?

He writes: ‘To make an
analysis of ideology or an
adjustment to political real-
ity in concepts instead of
analysing political history
and putting forward revolu-
tionary strategy and tactics
is playing with concepts and
catch-words’.

What is that all about? And
what is its relationship with
my article?

Perhaps comrade Errol is
saying that we should not
play with concepts and
catch-words to cover up an
inability to deal with con-
crete questions and that we
should give proof and be spe-
cific when we make asser-
tions.

If so, an immediate
answer springs to mind:
physician heal thyself!

Bill Hunter

Accusations

I REFER to Erol Refik’s
letter in last week’s Workers
Press (30 January) in which
Bill Hunter and Nahuel
Moreno are accused of sup-
porting the ‘two camp’
theory relating to the Soviet
bureaucracy.

Having read Bill’s article
in the previous week’s pap-
er, I cannot personally see
anything wrong with it.

Bill merely puts forward
the position that Gorbachev
in his speech on the occasion
of the anniversary of the
Russian Revolution has
abandoned Marxism as a liv-
ing theory to be used as a
tool to defeat capitalism
world-wide in favour of prag-
matism for the sake of pro-
tecting the bureaucracy by
doing deals with the deadly
enemy of the working class,
the capitalist class

In fact. Marx in elaborat-
ing the theory that the class

R

struggle inevitably leads to
the seizure of power by the
working class has nothing
but a ‘two camp’ theory.

In Marx’s case you have
the camp that exists out of
‘surplus value’ or simply
profit — the capitalist class
— and you have the working
class who live by, and only
by, wages or as Marx says
variable capital.

In developing Marxism,
Marx had one goal, and that
was to arrive at a tool, in the
form of a body of theory, that
would ensure the political in-
dependence of the working
class. This independence
would mean that no deals
would be done with the capi-
talists that would be against
the interests of the interna-
tional working class.

Finally it is most regrett-
able that Nahuel Moreno is
brought into what is ess .
tially, on Errol’s part, an
armchair argument.

The LIT, Moreno’s move-
ment, in its work in the mass
movement in South America
has been able to give the
working class an indepen-
dent and international pers-
pective.

Hence a couple of weeks
ago that most ‘respected’ of
bourgeois journals, the
‘Financial Times’, reported
that the Argentine MAS was
responsible for organising,
along with the Communist
Party, an important strike
crippling a major civil en-
gineering project construct-
ing a hydro-electric dam
which when completed will
light up most of Argentina
well into the next century.

Peter Windeler
Manchester

A
compliment

I HAVE enjoyed reading
your last half-dozen issues
immensely.

You have succeeded in
producing an interesting/in-
formative (and organis-
ing??) paper.

And obviously, it’s great to
see that Peter Fryer is still
churning out such good stuf-
f. . . interestingly, the last
time I ever saw him (I think)
was in Grosvenor Square
just a few minutes after he’d
been thrown over that
hedge!!!

To get to the point. If you
have amongst your mem-
bers any individuals who are
in NATFHE I'd be interested
if they’d drop me a note —
esspecia]ly any living in the

E.

That’s my union — I don’t
really do anything (indeed its
like living in a desert!) and
I‘d be happy to at least have
contact with ‘some-
body’. . .

Bob Potter

Reply to
Pirani

ONCE again comrade Pirani
misses the point in his reply
to my letter (Workers Press
30 January).

In reply he jumps to the
defence of Trotsky against
what he sees as a Stalinist
slander and thereby fails to
recognise the true content of
my letter. Let me reassure
comrade Pirani that I am
not a Stalinist having fought
them all my life.

Furthermore, I do not eon-
sider that Trotsky underesti-
mated the revolutionary role
of the peasantry; like Lenin
he was fully cognisant of the
peasantry’s revolutionary
potential and of their objec-
tive reactionary nature, and
thereby the necessity for the




Personal Column

New
readers
start here

you've ever read, these words are spe-

cially for you.

You may be a nurse, a hospital porter, a
hospital cleaner, or a seafarer. This week
you may be finding yourself, perhaps for
the first time in your life, in the thick of
‘industrial action’. And even if you're not
on strike this week, you soon may be.

You’ve probably noticed how the press
are beginning to play the card they always
play sooner or later when workers start
fighting back: the witch-hunt card. Last
weekend’s ‘Sunday Times’ was an instruc-
tive example of this.

Under the scare headline ‘Nurses “bul-
lied” by hard-left’, it ran a nonsensical
witch-hunting article, full of assertions
but empty of facts, alleging that nurses
are being ‘duped’ and ‘intimidated’ by
left-wingers, that there has been a cam-
paign of ‘harassment and abuse’ against
Royal College of Nursing members.

The ‘Sunday Times’ has close contacts
with Margaret Thatcher’s 10 Downing
Street staff of professional manipulators of
the press. And Thatcher is clearly desper-
ate both to ‘divide and rule’, and to ‘prove’
that hospital workers’ anger has been
whipped up by unscrupulous ‘hard-left’
agitators.

What rubbish this is! The cleverest and
most persuasive ‘agitator’ can’t force peo-
ple to go into a struggle against their will:
not hospital workers, or seafarers, or pit
deputies, or anyone else.

People take strike action when they’re
bitterly angry about the way they’ve been
treated and see no other weapon available
to them.

On the other hand, when people start to
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struggle they often start learning very
quickly. They learn who their friends are
and who their enemies are. They learn
who is telling them the truth and who is
feeding them lies.

The paper you hold in your hand is a
workers’ paper. In the present rising wave
of resistance to the Thatcher government,
the first duty of a workers’ paper is to tell
the truth about what is happening, and
about your part in it.

We are witnessing an upsurge of work-
ing-class anger. People have had enough,
and they are hitting back at the Thatcher
government. They are defending the
National Health Service, and they are
defending their jobs and their living stan-
dards.

There is no limit to what this upsurge
can accomplish. It has the power to bring
Thatcher and her government to their
knees. It has the power to toss them into
histery’s dustbin at last.

To be precise, you have that power. You
and millions like you. Provided you act
together,

These dreaded left-wingers, militants,
and agitators are workers like yourself.
But they are workers who recognise the
power the working class possesses when it
stands united, and who urge the co-
ordination of sectional struggles into one
invincible tide.

And this is the main message that
Workers Press has for you who are read-
ing it for the first time: that you and
millions like you can win your fight,
provided you remain united and deter-
mined to fight to the finish.

But we go further than that. We also try
to spread an understanding of the desper-
ate crisis that grips the society we live in
— so that, as more and more people are
coming to realise, this society is now ripe
for fundamental change.

Not least, we try to spread a vision of
the new society that will replace the
present one, and to show that only the
working class in struggle can lead the way
to the achievement of that new society.

We aren’t out to bully or intimidate
anyone, but to econvince. Our aim is to
make you and your workmates conscious
of your own tremendous strength, and to
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show you how that strength can be best
and most effectively used.

Birth of
the boogie

READERS interested in music didn't, [
hope, miss last Sunday evening’s ‘South
Bank Show’ devoted to that exhilarating
and enduring style of piano blues known
as boogie woogie.

It was a lively, lovely hour, and I only
had two minor complaints. First, that
there was no mention of two of the
greatest pianists in this genre: the incom-
parabie Jimmy Yancey, the Chicagoan
who reputedly taught Meade ‘Lux’ Lewis
and Albert Ammons; and Arthur ‘Monta-
na’ Taylor from Indianapolis.

My second complaint isn’t really about
this enjovable programme itself. The
boogie style, in which the pianist plays a
repeated bass figure with the left hand
while weaving treble arabesques with the
right, was said at one point to have
possibly originated in east Texas logging
camps in the 1920s.

This suggestion was confidently retailed
as gospel in every piece of newspaper
pre-publicity. Yet there’s a lot of evidence
to show that what later came to be called
boogie was already going strong, in Texas
and elsewhere, much earlier than the
1920s.

As we were told right at the beginning,
the venerable ragtime pianist Eubie Blake
remembered how, at the age of 13, he
heard a boogie pianist called William Turk
in Baltimore. That was in 1896. According
to Blake, ‘he had a left hand like God’ and
played a ‘walking bass’ with it.

The songster Huddie Leadbetter
(Leadbelly) was listening to boogie pian-
ists in Shreveport, Louisiana, in 1901.
And the pianist Jelly Roll Morton had
similar recollections of New Orleans and
elsewhere in the early 1900s, and left

convincing recorded reconstructions of
what some of those early boogie pianists
sounded like.

A ‘walking bass’ is featured in ‘New
Orleans Hop Scop Blues’, which the Hous-
ton pianist George W. Thomas is known to
have been playing by 1911.

Thomas’s February 1923 recording of g
‘The Rocks’, which includes the first
boogie bass figures ever recorded, has just
been reissued for the first time on Docu-
ment DLP513, along with equally intri-
guing pieces by the obscure Q. Roscoe
Snowden and the elegant Memphis pianist
Blind Clyde Church.

Those who enjoyed Sunday’s program-
me and would like to drink deeper of this
refreshing spring will find much on this
disc to delight them.

Hunting
the gremlin

A TIRESOME gremlin played havoc with
this column last week, leaving one para-
graph so garbled that it didn’t make sense,
and a trail of minor errors.

The third paragraph after the headline
‘Peeping Bill’ should have read as follows:

‘The other kind is of much more general
interest. It consists of police publications
for internal use. I don’t know which of
these the BL currently receives and tucks
away beyond readers’ reach; but I do know
that it has always received, but now no
longer tucks away, the “Police Journal”.’

The other mistakes, though galling to
the perfectionist, were comparatively tri-
vial.

It’s clearly not of major importance that
the Glasgow weavers’ banner in fact read
‘Scotland Free or a Desart’, though the
archaic spelling does convey a little breath
of the past and thus help history come
alive.

As for the extract from Alexander Rod-
ger’s ‘The Rising’: as most readers prob-
ably realised, he wrote it as verse and it
should have been so printed.

LETTERS

international revolution to
ensure the healthy develop-
ment of a Russian socialist
revolution to counteract the
evolving anti-socialist na-
ture of a numerically super-
ior peasant mass.

However, the matter does
not rest there on an abstract
theoretical plane. Whereas
Trotsky, prior to 1917 led a
tendency that organisa-
tionally sought to concilliate
the Bolsheviks and Menshe-
viks, Lenin struggled to
build, theoretically and
organisationally, a revolu-
tionary Party of a specific
type — a vanguard party of
professional revolutionaries
to lead a socialist revolution.
As such Lenin and the Bol-
sheviks had to deal in prac-
tical revolutionary politics.

One problem conironting
Lenin was how to utilise the
diverse anti-autocracy anti-
bourgeois forces that were
severely limited in their re-
volutionary scope to feed the
objectively historical pur-
pose of Bolshevism, that of
overthrowing the feudal-
capitalist system and estab-
lishing workers’ power,
without merging with and
becoming part, albeit a ‘left’
part. of these reactionary
forces as did the Menshe-
viks.

This was the essence of my
letter, which comrade Pirani
did not even touch upon and
is most important as this
problem, in a different form,
confronts all revolutionaries
today.

All the revolutionary orga-
nisations of the left seek to
expose the labourites and
Stalinists of both ‘left’ and
right and to establish the
leadership of a revolutionary
communist organisation
over the masses.

The question is how do we

on the one hand syncronise
our revolutionary forces
with the struggles and force
of a militant but restricted
reformist movement, and on
the other hand destroy the
reformist and centrist influ-
ence and leadership and
establish the hegemony of
the Marxist Leninist party?

The answer of Lenin and
the Bolsheviks to this prob-
lem was to consistently sup-
port independent working
class action and projecting
at all times a line of struggle,
in policy and programme
that demanded class action
that went beyond the limited
scope of the reformist lead-
ership.

Lenin never supported in
any manner or form the ex-
isting reformist/centrist
leadership of the masses;
this was the history of the
struggle to break from Men-
shevism and develop the in-
dependent revolutionary
party even though the Bol-
sheviks at times were a
small minority compared
with the Mensheviks and the
Socialist Revolutionaries.
Never was the defeatest
theory or excuse put forward
— we are too small and weak
to influence the struggle
therefore we must critically
support the existing all-
powerful, mass supported
reformist leadership; to do
s0 means limiting the scope
of ones own revolutionary
forces to that of the refor-
mist leadership: it means an
ideological merger with re-
formism and a repunciation
of the independefit revolu-
tionary class struggle.

At all times the Bolsheviks
sought to establish their
hegemony over the masses
{even when weak and numer-
ically small - for that is how
they grew) through support-
ing and leading forward the

most militant and energetic
strata of the masses, which
would, and did, draw into the
revolutionary orbit the back-
ward and majority sections
of the workers and peasants.

The Bolshevik party was
built as a dialectical product
of precisely this revolution-
ary struggle — built over a
period of several decades in
the process of struggle.

The history of Bolshevik
tactics is encapsulated in
Lenin’s policy of 1917 when
he attacked the critical sup-
porters of the Kerensky gov-
ernment (Stalin) declaring
that to support Kerensky,
even though it was a demo-
cratic government being
attacked militarily by right
wing reactionaries, would be
‘unprincipled’.

Lenin declared that the
Bolsheviks and their suppor-
ters would still fight Korni-
lov, but as an independeni
class force whichwould take
the struggie beyond the li-
mited bourgeois democratic
aims of Kerensky to that of
the socialist revolution.

By such tactics of mar-
ching separate from Kerens-
ky, as an independent force
with revolutionary objec-
tives, but striking with
Kerensky’s forces against
military reaction, the Bol-
sheviks were able both to
smash the immediate super-
ior threat of military dicta-
torship in unison with the
reformist masses and at the
same time expose the refor-
mist Kerensky, Mensheviks
and Socialist Revolutionar-
ies winning their supporters
to the revolution.

Trotsky. to his credit, at
that time. supported Lenin
as opposed to Stalin and co.
who gave critical support to
the Kerensky government.

I now look forward to com

rade Pirani’s reply to the
true contents of my letter.

Tom Cowan

Health
service crisis

THE health service crisis
raises the question of social-
ist revolution. Only the over-
throw of the capitalist state
can guarantee a health ser-
vice capable of meeting the
needs of the working class.

The international crisis of
capitalism determines that
the Tories must destroy the
welfare state to maintain
profits.

The nurses’ action is not
merely for wages but in de-
fence of the whole health
service.

Modern techuology has
produced equipment capab]e
of saving lives but funds are
not available for their use,
yet international capitalists
make huge profits on drugs
and equipment.

Thatcher’s ‘full review of
NHS fundmg and her advice
to take out private insurance
schemes is a prelude to the
privatisation of the NHS as a
whole.

The massive support given
to health workers puts them
in the forefront of the strug-
gle against Thatcher. This
must be turned into concrete
action. They must not stand
alone.

The ¢ "uuc? factor is lead-

ership. ning silence
has come from the TUC and
Kinnock i n his sup-
h{)l"l for the s Dy re

to support the industrial ac-
tion. NUPE and 2OHSE are

not leading — they are trail-
ing behind their members’
spontaneous action; the
RCN may be forced to con-
cede a secret hallot on the
right to strike.

My three month old son
has spent most of his life as a
patient of Queen Mary's
Children’'s Hospital, Car-
shalton, Surrey. It is due to
be closed in the early 1990s
and the iland sold off to prop-
erty speculators. It is to be
‘replaced’ by two wards built
in the car park of nearby St
Heliers Hospital.

A nurse told me many
wards have already been
closed: by 1990 there will be
very little left to fight for.

Marxists must give lead-
ership by putting forward a
programme to mobilise the
strength of the w orkmg c’ass
in defence of t i

vice. Weoerker
failed so far

Last week's t xom paﬂe 30
January; rike for the

NHS’ cailed for support for
health workers but gave no
lead as to how this was to be
achieved.

The article ended by call-
ing on Tony Benn to chal-
lenge Kinnock for the lead-
ership of the Labour Party.
This, in my opinion, was an
evasion; only a revolution-
ary leadership is capable of
leading a successtul struggie
for the health service.

Bernard Franks in
‘Thatcher’s Waterloo' went
no further in giving a lead.

This week's nurses’ strike
can oniy be the tirst shot in
the stmggl‘o to defeat

musi ba mutcu w%ntmf of

nurses. doctors and ancil-

lary workers. These commit-
tees must draw in support
from the local community,
patients, relatives, trades
councils, representatives of
other striking workers — to
draw the struggles together.

To organise the struggle,
these defence committees
must elect area committees
and a national health de-
fence committee.

This type of organisation
would be able to mobilise the
support of the whole working
class. It would be strong
enough to be independent of
the TUC bureaucracy and
would constitute dual power
within the NHS.

As the struggle develops,
the health workers will feel
the full weight and violence
of the state as did the miners
and the print workers before
them. They will be faced
with the necessity of deman-
ding the TUC call a general
strike. The NHS is the hard-
won property of the working
class and must be defended
as such.

John Holmes. Croydon

EDITOR’S
REQUEST

Workers Press wishes to
have the most wide-
spread discussion on the
National Health Service
crisis. We invite readers
and especially nurses and
other NHS workers as
well as all other workers
in struggle to write a let-
ter for publication on our
Letiers page.
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ROBSON'S CHOICE

HORIZON (BBC2)
could not have trans-
mitted a more timely
or thought provoking
programme than last
Monday’s Death of the
Working Classes. (It
will be repeated on
Sunday at 1.10p.m.)

It postulated that if
babies of unskilled work-
ers had the same death
rate as babies of profes-
sional parents, 3,500
babies a year born in Bri-
tain today would not die.

The shocking statistics
presented in Hilary Henson’s
meticulously researched
programme show that there
i1s a direct correlation be-
tween material deprivation
and ill health; between
poverty and mortality. If you
are a member of the working
class you are twice as likely
to die than if you are a mem-
ber of the middle class. If
you live in the north you are
more likely to suffer ill
health than if you live in the
south.

The younger you are ‘the
more effectively does class
kill’. Working class children
run four times the risk of
accidental death, for exam-
ple.

The computor-run statis-
tical analysis carried out at
OPCS, based on birth, mar-
riage and especially death

Class kills

certificates, shows that the
patterns of disease match
occupation and class. But
the matching is rather crude
because they have excluded
women from the survey, and
the unemployed and old age

ensioners are also excluded

y virtue of the fact that they
have no occupation.

Despite this weakness the
general trend is unmistak-
able. They divide their sub-
jects into six main classes:
Professional; managerial,
skilled (sub-divided into
manual and non-manual);
partly skilled and unskilled.

In the case of every known
disease but one, the death
rate is at least 20 per cent
higher among the unskilled
than it is among the profes-
sional or managerial clas-
ses. That goes for lung can-
cer, heart attacks and
strokes. The single exception
to the rule is malignant
melanoma. You are much
more likely to die of this
desease if you are a member
of the professional or man-
agerial class. Malignant
malenoma is caused by too
much sunbathing.

It has also been estab-
lished that cronic unemploy-
ment affects the health and
life expectancy not only of
the traditional bread winner,
but of the entire family,
especially the wife.

What the programme
stressed was that the gap
between the classes is not
closing, as one might have
supposed, after thirty years

of National Health Service
care, but is actually wide-
ning.

In a week that saw nurses
all over Britain defying gov-
ernment attempts to smash
the health service and de-
manding free medical care
for all, it would be churlish
not to recognise that declin-
ing hospital standards are
partly responsible for these
shocking statistics. But the
real culprit is the under-
financed welfare state as a
whole, of which the NHS is
only a part.

To arrest the present
trend, let alone reverse it,
massive amounts of public
money would have to be
spent across a broad spec-
trum of social welfare. The
virtually unknown Black Re-
port published in 1980 ack-
nowledged the connection
between class and mortality
and made concrete propos-
als. They were dismissed as
‘extravagant’ by Secretary
of State for Social Services,
Patrick Jenkin.

The report called for an
urgent increase in child be-
nefit — the Tories cut child
benefit. The Report called
for better quality free school
meals — the Tories aban-
doned nutritional standards
and raised charges. These
are just two of many exam-
ples that could be given.

Sir Douglas Black, former
president of the Royal Col-
lege of Physicians, in whose
name the Report was pub-
lished, explained that the

Nastassia Kinsky in Wim Wenders ‘Paris, Texas’.

Down and out

problem was the result of an
accumulation of disadvan-
tages that accompany pover-
ty: bad housing, bad educa-
tion, exposure to infection,
no good play areas for chil-
dren, cheap diet, etec. The
only solution was to ‘go to a
classless society, so¢ to
speak’.

An independent medical
survey of civil service per-
sonnel, using different
criteria, came up with simi-
lar answers: the lower the
job, the higher the death
rate. Messengers, for exam-
ple, were more likely to die
than administrators by a
factor of three.

In health, as in wealth,
class lines are clearly
drawn.

Saturday, at 2.10p.m.
(BBC2), the Hollywood land-
mark Gone with the Wind. At
3p.m. (Radio 4), Trevor Ho-
ward in Goose with Pepper.
At 3.55p.m. (Radio 3), Wag-
ner’s Parsifal. At 10.15p.m.
(BBC2), Jean-Pierre Melvil-
le’s excellent thriller, Bob le
Flambeur.

On Sunday, at 7.35a.m.
(Radio 3), Piano Concerto
No. 4 in Schnabel’s Beeth-
oven Concertos. At 1.10p.m.
(BBC2), Death of the Work-
ing Classes, a repeat of the
Horizon programme re-
viewed above. At 4.15p.m.
(Radio 3), piano music in
Celebrity Recital. At
4.35p.m. (BBC2), Music in
Camera features Benjamin
Britten’s Third String Quar-
tet. At 5.05p.m. (BBC2), arts
Review. At 6.30p.m. (BBC2),
The Money Programme
looks at US finance and
attempts to explain how the
October stock market crash
occurred. At 8.10p.m.
(BBC2), a documentary ab-
out the channel tunnel,
Underground to Europe. At
8.45p.m. (C4), fifth in the
series Ten Great. Writers,
Thomas Mann’s ‘The Magic

Fire
alarms
‘daily’ |
on tube

TWO London underground
stations were evacuated on
Wednesday as fire broke out.
At Clapham Common on the
Northern Line, firemen
wearing breathing appar-
atus investigated the cause
of smoke coming from the
tunnel.

And Warren Street, also on
the Northern Line, was
closed to passengers when
smoke was seen coming
from a generator on one of

the escalators.

London fire brigade say
that this is nothing unusual.
They answer emergency fire
calls on the underground ev-
ery day.

But Yondon Regional
Transport is still arguing
that the King’s Cross inferno
of November 18 might have
been caused deliberately.

‘I do not conceal the very

kserious concern of LRT that

Firemen outside Clapham Common Tube station in South London after a fire
broke out last week

an arsonist may be at large
with a predeliction for start-
ing fires on the under-
ground’, LRT counsel Lionel
Read, QC told the public in-
quiry into the disaster last
week. .

Roger Henderson, QC,
counsel to the inquiry, was
not convinced. He reported
that investigators had found
a grease layer over an inch
thick on the escalator track

o

where the fire appears to

"have started when a lighted

match fell on to it.

The talk of arson is de-
signed to divert attention
from the real issue. LRT has
been cutting staff and ex-
penditure on tube stations,
and this is the context in
which safety standards have
fallen to danger levels.

That is why 31 people died
on November 18.

Mountain’. At 9.55p.m. (C4),
Robert Aldrich’s thriller

Hush . . . Hush, Sweet
Charlotte. At 10.p.m. (BBC2),
Misha Williams film for TV
Border.

On Monday, at 12.25p.m.
(Radio 4), part-three of The
Lady in the Lake. At
7.40p.m. (BBC2), Barry
Douglas plays Chopin. At
7.45p.m. (Radio 4), Arthur
Miller’s New World tragedy,
The Golden Years. At
8.19p.m. (BBC2), The Green-

6p.m. (BBC2), the children’s
classic, Swallows and Ama-
zons. Also at 6p.m. (C4), life
in Mongolia in Drums of
Asia. At 10p.m. (BBC1), Colin
McDonald’s play, The Dun-
roamin’ Rising.

On Wednesday, at 1la.m.
(Radio 4), part-four of The
Year of Dreams. At 4.05p.m.
(Radio 4), File on Four in-
vestigates what the Tories
are doing to the Welfare
State. At 10.30p.m. (C4), part-
three of Porterhouse Blue.

HOSPITAL

Live broadcasts from three
major Liverpool hospitals.

Monday — 10.10p.m. (BBC1)
Tuesday — 9.30p.m. (BBC1)

WATCH
Wednesday — 9.30p.m.
(BBC1)
Thursday — 9.30p.m. (BBC1)
Friday — 10.25p.m. (BBCl)

house Effect, a Horizon
documentary about fun-
damental changes in the
earth’s climate. At 9.30p.m.
(BBC1), Panorama investi-
gates massive frauds in the
exchange of Common Mar-
ket goods. At 1lp.m. (C4),
Egyptian director Youssef
Chamine’s acclaimed Cairo
Central Station.

On Tuesday, at 10a.m.
(Radio 4), Medicine Now. At
12.25p.m. (Radio 4), part-five
of The Spy Who Came In
from the Cold, At 1.05p.m.
(Radio 3), Mendelssohn and
Dvorak in St. David’s Hall
Lunchtime Recital. At
3.30p.m. (Radio 3), record-
ings of Jacqueline du Pre. At

On Thursday, at 2p.m.
(Radio 3), the five-act opera
L’Orfeo, with music by Mon-
teverdi. At 8.30p.m. (C4),
Equinox looks at the new
high-speed train in Running
to Time. At 9.30p.m. (C4),
Wim Wender’s captivating
film, Paris, Texas, contains
a superb central perform-
ance by Harry Dean Stanton
and outstanding photogra-
phy by Bobby Muller. At
9.50p.m. (Radio 4), Music in
Our Time.

On Friday, at 10.55p.m.
(BBC1), the film The Seduc-
tion of Joe Tynan. At 12p.m.
(C4), Maurice Pialat’s lively
film, Police.

Tom Scott Robson

PICKET DURHAM PRISON! Stop
strip searches! End Biritish torture!
On International women’'s day
Sunday March 13. | pm. Orga-
nised by the IrishRepublican POW
campaign committee.
NON-STOP PICKET OF SOUTH
AFRICA HOUSE For the release
of Nelson Mandela and all political
prisoners in South Africa. For sanc-
tions against the racist South Afri-
can government. QOutside South
Africa House, Trafalgar Square.
Organised by City of London Anti-
Apartheid. . ’

BULLETIN OF THE IRISH HUN-
GER STRIKE COMMEMORA-
TION COMMITTEE (BIRMING-
HAM) Now available on subscrip-
tion: £2 per year (3 issues incl. pp).
From: Tiocfaidh Ar La c/o IHSCC,
PO Box 540, Sparkhill, Birming-
ham, Bl

CURRENT CONTROVERSIES IN
EVOLUTION.A series of 10 lec-
tures.Starting Thursday 14 Janu-
ary 7pm.£1(inciudes light refresh-
ments).Lecturer Mike Howgate.
Venue Conway Hall, Red Lion Sq,
London.WCT1.

FRANK STAGG COMMEMOR-
ATION.Wakefield Prison
Sunday,7th February at 1.30pm.

VALENTINE'S EVE
SOCIAL.Organised by Tower
HamletsHackney and East London
Workers' Revolutionary Party.
Saturday February 13.From 8
o'clock. Venue, 169 Leytonstone
Road, Stratford, E15. Adm. £2.
UnwagedOAP £1. Proceeds for the
special fund for international work.

JUMBLE SALE. Saturday 6
February 2pm. Bryant Street
Church Hall, Bryant St, Stratford,
E15. Refreshments, tombola. Tow-
er Hamlets and East London WRP.

PUBLIC MEETING! Labour cam-
paign for Lesbian and Gay rights,
Monday 8 February 7.30
pm.Highfields Community Centre,
Meibourne Road, Leicester. Meet-
ing theme ’'Lesbians and Gays
fighting the backlash’. Further in-
formation contact Marie Critchley
0533 550946.

PALESTINE OCCUPATION —
1948 — 1967 — 1988.Public meet-
ing organised by the Labour move-
ment campaign for Palestine with
speakers from the British and
Palestinian labour movements.
Monday 15 February 7.30 pm.
Conway Hall, Red Lion square,
London WC1.

RALLY. Friday 5 Feb 5.30pm 'The
Sharpville 6 must not hang!. Rally
on the Non - Stop Picket of the
South African Embassy, Trafalger
Sqg. Organized by City of London
Anti - Apartheid Group. For further:
information phone (01) 837 6050.
RALLY. ‘White Australia has a
black history - No to all apartheid.’
Friday 12 Febuary 5.30pm. Rally
in support of the Aboriginal people
of Australia on the Non - Stop
picket of the South African Embas-
sy, Trafalgar Sq. Organized by City
- London Anti - Apartheid Group.
For further information phone (01)
837 6050.

BENEFIT, For the dependants of
Colin 'Colm’ Maguire Republican
Socialist and Former INLA volun-
teer, Died 10 October 1987.
Crown and Castle Dalston Junc-
tion, Hackney. Music Jacket Pota-
toes and support. Feb €. 8pm till
late. Admission £2
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1987 was the year of the
debt crisis for Africa. The
debts of African countries
— second only in scale to
the Latin American debts
— are becoming more
and more significant for
world capitalism and for
those involved in revolu-
tionary struggle against
it.

The total foreign debt of
the 109 developing countries
climbed to $1.19 billion last
year, 6.25 per cent up on the
1986 total of $1.12 billion.
Much of the increase was in
Africa.

In Zaire, for example, the
external debt now totals $5.3
billion. The ratio of debt ser-
vice to Gross National Pro-
duct was 35 per cent in 1983
and rose to 46 per cent by
1985. Debt service took 70 per
cent of the budget in 19856
and this proportion is rising.

The world debt tables,
published by the World Bank
last month, show that the
developing countries’ fore-
ign debts are now roughly
double the 1981 figure of $498
billion.

As the figures grew, so did
the political reaction in Afri-
can countries by the working
class, peasantry and by the
various governments.

At the end of November, a
special Organisation cf Afri-
can Unity (OAU) conference
in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia,
discussed the debt crisis.

Their demands included a
10-year moratorium on all
debt service payments for
Africa; re-scheduling of old-
er debts to include 10 years’
grace; re-payments to be
spaced over fifty years at
zero interest rate; partial
debt servicing in real cur-
rency.

The conference also de-
cided to stage a further in-
ternational conference on
African debt this year.

There has also been reac-

tion from workers and ordin-
ary people: protest marches
about the debt have been
staged in many African
countries. In November 1987,
after negotiations with the
International Monetary
Fund (IMF), the Sudanese
government faced a revolt
by students and poor people;
it replied by shooting demon-
strators dead and closing
schools.

Imperialism’s answer to
Africa has been negative,
particularly from the United
States and Britain. Recently,
the US rejected the policy of
lower interest rates for Afri-
can debt repayments.

The World Bank’s policy
regarding Africa is similar
to its attitude to other de-
veloping countries: the res-
triction of industrialisation,
the consequent opening of
internal markets to im-
perialist trusts and the pri-
vatisation of ‘public sector’
industries. The freezing of
wages, removal of subsidies
on staple food and fertilisers,
and devaluation of national
currencies, are other means
by which the debt has been
screwed out of the poverty-
stricken masses.

The World Bank has aimed
to integrate the developing
countries into the imperialist
system, under the control of
the advanced capitalist
countries, above all the US.

The Bank has promoted
IMF policies which have led
African governments into
vast indebtness to the im-
perialists. In addition it has
pressed for the privatisation
of state enterprises, and one
effect of this is to wear down
the political influence of pet-
ty-bourgeois sections who in

[ BY EROL REFIK

many African countries play
an important role in the
state.

Privatisation, in particu-
lar, is of tremendous signifi-
cance in African countries
from Angola to the Sudan,
allxld we want to emphasise
this.

From 1920, the bureaucra-
cy and state apparatus play-
ed an important role in many
developing countries: in
Turkey and some of the Arab
countries the state directed
and organised industrialisa-
tion. On the one hand they
took part in the creation of a
national bourgeoisie, which
they support, and which has
a very close relationship
with imperialism.

Compete

However once they ar-
rived at the limits of their
industrialisation, they have
to compete with imperialist
countries and other develop-
ing countries for their own
capitalist aims.

On the other hand in coun-
tries like Angola, Mozambi-
que, Ethiopia, and Afghanis-
tan the petit-bourgeois
bureaucratic sector played a
very important role within
the historical process and
built a close relationship
with the degenerate and de-
formed workers states.

They also declared them-
selves ‘anti-imperialist, anti-
capitalist’ countries. IMF-
enforced privatisation has a
clear meaning. Imperialist
companies will share in the
profits from ‘public sectors’,
and thus work closely

together with the state angi
bureaucracy to control poli-
tical developments.

On the other hand, priva-
tisation aims to ensure the
indirect exploitation of peo-
ple. However we must re-
member the past experi-
ences of Taylorism and
Fordism. The main aims of
Taylorism and Fordism
were to break the influence
and strength of the political-
ly advanced workers in the
factories. In Europe the
worker’s councils movement
was born in the struggle
against Taylorism and
Fordism.

Today the protagonists of
privatisation try to show that
the capitalist system and its
manifestations of poverty,
starvation, homelessness,
epidemics and unemploy-
ment is a natural reality.
They want to sweep away
the legacy of their historical
gains from the conscious-
ness of the masses.

This IMF policy spells dis-
aster for the working class,
for the poverty-stricken
masses, and for the econo-
mies of the African coun-
tries. The consequences are:
® Permanent devaluation.
The Ugandan currency was
devalued 180 times between
1981 and 1985, from 80 schill-
ings to the $to 1400 schillings
to the $. Zaire is another of
the IMF’s so-called success
stories; its currency was de-
valued by over 1000 per cent,
from one £Zaire being worth
$1.00 in 1978, to being worth
$0.0077 now. Inflation is ris-
ing: it was 23 per cent in 1985
and 47 per cent in 1986.

RS

©® Unemployment. Sudan,
for example, has 30-40 per
cent unemployment and
Nigeria has about three mii-
lion jobless.

@ Permanent reduction of
real wages. In Somalia, ral
wages fell by about 90’ per
cent between 1970 and 1980;
in 1982 real wages were 17
per cent of their 1975 level. In
Uganda, wages have fallen
to less than 43 per cent of
their 1985 level, while real
wages have also been re-
duced by producer prices in-
creasing by 15 times, as
compared with wages going
up two-and-a-half times
over.

In Zaire, real salaries in
the public sector are now
less than 10 per cent of the
1975 level.

@ The political result of the
IMF agreement with the de-
veloping countries is the
compulsory suppression of
the defensive actions and
struggles of the proletariat
and other sections of the
masses. As a result, many
different kinds of militaris-
tic, brutal regimes were
spawned from Chile to
Sudan. National govern-
ments used every method
against the struggles of the
masses within their policy of
collaboration with the IMF
and imperialism.

TODAY thousands upon
thousands of people — work-
ers, peasants, women and
children — in Africa have
been facing stark starvation
and malnutrition, as a result
of IMF policies.

Many of the African gov-
ernments, while making pro-
tests at the OAU, want to
force the working class to
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pay the bill for all this: the
IMF supports them, even the
most brutally authoritarian
regimes.

The working class will
have to adopt 'many tactics
against the IMF onslaught.
The demand for non-
payment of the external debt
must be raised; so must the
demand for workers’ control
of the economy.

In the face of this evi-
dence, some left move-
ments, particularly Stalin-
ism, attempt to describe the
world as divided into two
camps. One called imperial-
ist, and one called anti-
imperialist. That is incor-
rect, and this kind of descrip-
tion means that all conflicts
between classes are seen as
conflicts between ‘people’
and ‘imperialism’, outside of
the framework of the class
struggle. As a result of this
form of characterisation by
the Stalinists and their fel-
low travellers, the counter-
revolutionary role of the
national bourgeoisie is glos-
sed over.

Despite the attacks made
by the national bourgeoisies
on imperialist countries,
they actually combine to
attack the working class of
their countries and to
oppress all working class
parties.

We need to assure the inde- )

pendence of the working
class from the policies of the
bourgeoisie in the develop-
ing countries — particularly
as they often claim to be
carrying the anti-imperialist
flag, and use socialist slo-
gans and terminology to try
and maintain their control of
the struggle.

The development of inde-
pendent class policies, and a
struggle against every type
of class conciliation, is im-
portant.

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY

WOMEN DELEGATES from arouad the country
met in Leeds on 9 January to plan International
Women’s Day Action in solidarity with Ella
O’Dwyer/Ni Dhuibhir and Martina Anderson/
Nic Aindreasa, two Irish Republican political
prisoners held in Durham prison.

The meeting called by
the Irish Republican
POW campaign (Britain)
who invited all concerned
groups and individual
women to attend, re-
solved to hold a picket of
the prison, 1 pm Sunday
March 13. Both women
and men are invited to
express their support for
the two women POWs,
and abhorrance of the
continuation of strip sear-
ching, by taking part.

There is no justification
for strip searching on secur-
ity grounds — well over 4,000
‘strips’ of Irish Republican
women have turned up no-
thing of note. The practice,
which began in Armagh 5
years ago has been opposed
by campaigners, including
psychiatrists gwho have
likened it to rape.

The use of this form of
sexual torture, clearly

aimed at breaking the spirit
of a prisoner, has been ex-
tended to all women in strug-
gle against the British state.

ACTION

In their first year of deten-
tion in Brixton prison Ella
and Martina endured 691
strips between them.

On International Women'’s
Day each year since Gov-
ernor Thomas Murtagh in-
troduced strip searching in
Armagh Gaol (November
1982), protesters have picket-
ted prisons where Irish Re-
publican Women Political
prisoners are subjected to
this torture, to express soli-
darity with the women with-
in and to demand an end to
the vicious practice.

Since Ella and Martina’s

incarceration in English
gaols, March 8th has been
marked by vigils at Brixton
(1986) and at Durham (1987),
where they are now held on
life sentences for conspiracy
in the inhuman conditions of
H-wing. Ella stated: ‘We’ve
been sentenced to life im-
prisonment. Does that mean
a life sentence of sexual tor-
ture?’

The Irish Republican POW
Campaign urges all con-
cerned groups and indi-
viduals to support and par-
ticipate fully in the planned
picket — further details
available co PO Box 540,
?Apa[\}rkhill, Birmimgham Bl1
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AN all-out strike of Camden’s Nal-
go members was delayed at the

eleventh hour last week when the
council suspended for 72 hours its
threat to sack most of the union’s

5,000 members.

The strike deci-
sion had Dbeen
taken following the
third letter from
Camden’s chief ex-
ecutive, attemp-
ting to get Nalgo
members to agree
to new ‘Compul-
sory Re-
deployment/Work
Re-allocation Pro-
cedures’.

A mass meeting of
members re-affirmed
their decision that the
letter be withdrawn,
not simply suspended.
But it agreed to post-
pone strike action
pending negotiations.

The new procedure
would give management
total control over the
workforce with the right
to move workers into any
job. Every Nalgo mem-
ber has been written to
individually in an
attempt to intimidate and

Time to defy govt.

BY OUR LOCAL
GOVERNMENT
CORRESPONDENT

frighten them into sign-
ing it.

Only a tiny minority
have signed the two pre-
vious letters.

In this third letter the
chief executive, on behalf
of the Labour council
threatens: ‘If you do not
accept, the legal advice is

. that the council will have

no option but to issue a
notice terminating your
existing contract. . .’

Nalgo members have
voted against the princi-
ple of compulsory rede-
ployment at five succes-
sive meetings.

Redeployment

The union branch offic-
ers have consistently
offered to re-negotiate ex-
isting voluntary re-
deployment procedures.
But, as branch secretary
David Eggmore pointed
out at the meeting which

“voted for strike action,

“There is no precedent for

threatening 5,500 people
with the sack to get
changes in procedures
which might affect 150
people.’

Behind this unpre-
cedented and provocative
attack on Nalgo is the
Tories’ need to break
trade union resistance to
massive cuts in local au-
thority jobs and services.

Support

With the support of the
Labour Party leadership,
the majority of Camden’s
Labour councillors have
turned on the workforce
and working class com-
munities instead of orga-
nising a fight against
Thatcher.

The racist policy of
issuing travel warrants,
back to their countries of
origin, to homeless Irish
and Bengali families was
the sharpest expression
of Labour’s capitulation
to Thatcher in Camden.

Now these same
Labour councillors are
using Rupert Murdoch
tactics to smash trade un-
jonism in the borough.

The battle over compul-
sory re-deployment is the
battle to preserve inde-
pendent fighting trade
unions. Camden’s Nalgo
members must be sup-
ported by all organisa-
tions in the labour and
trade union movement.

Fords workers lobby the sell out talks
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and AEU leader, James
Airlie, withdrew instruc-
tions to AEU delegates to
vote against.

The second vote went 25
to 18 to accept the deal,
with a number of absten-
tions including Airlie and
T & GWU official Steve
Hart and Jack Adams (all
three leading members of
the Communist Party).

Murphy then told the
press that the strike was
off and began singing the
praises of the three-year
efficiency deal which he
had previously conde-
mned.

The response in the
plants was immediate
with stoppages, walk-
outs, work-to-rules and
overtime bans being im-
posed in protest at the
attempted sell-out.

The Dagenham PTA
plant night shift walked
out until the ballot took
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place.

88 per cent of the 32,000
Ford workers have
already voted for indust-
rial action so a rejection
of the latest amended
offer should be quickly
followed by strike action.

As the growing opposi-
tion to the sell-out be-
came obvious, Murphy
began complaining to the
Tory press.

He is quoted as saying:
Y understand a number
of shop stewards are re-
commending rejection
and I believe someone is
mischief-making. Some-
body at Dagenham is
trying to sabotage the
deal — I don’t know who
and I don’t know why.’

Demands for Murphy’s
resignation have been
growing as his role in the
sell-out has become
known.



