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‘Glasnost’
‘avoids
Trotsky

Last month, the Soviet Supreme Court de-
clared innocent all but one of the defendants in
the 1938 Moscow Trial. The remaning defen-
dant was Henry Yagoda, who as head of
Stalin’s secret police, had organised the ear-
lier frame-ups of the leaders of the October

Revolution.

So we now have the
situation that the ‘con-
fessions’ of Bukharin,
Rykov, Rakovsky and
others are admitted to
have been faked, but
men like Zinoviev,
Kamenev, Radek and
Piatakov are still offi-
cially guilty of the most
monstrous and fantastic
crimes against the re-
volution they helped to
lead.

Above all, there is no
plan to clear the name
of Leon Trotsky, the

chief of those indicted at
all of Stalin’s show
trials. Trotsky, and his
son Leon Sedov, were
accused in their absence
and so are not classified
as defendants.

The Soviet leaders,
with all their talk of
‘glasnost’, continue to
avoid the issue of Trots-
ky’s place in the history
of the revolution and the
USSR. Instead, in his
70th anniversary speech
last October, Michael

ANSWER

Gorbachev repeated

many of Stalin’s old
slanders against Trots-
ky, merely exchanging
the lies of the 1930s for
those of the 1920s.

The international
labour movement must
demand an end to this
stance. Restore all these
men to their rightful
place in history! Repub-
lish their writings and
make them available to
the new generations of
Soviet workers and in-
tellectuals! Stop the
destruction of the arec-
hives of the secret police
arfd open them to public
examination. Come to
our public meeting on 20
March (@ see advertise-
ment on page 9)

could spend their way out of
economic difficulties. Print-
ing money was the answer to
economic slump.

This policy was tried and

JANUARY'’S record £905 million overseas trade
deficit has once again exposed the precarious-
ness of the much-talked-of Thatcher boom and
placed a serious question mark over the prospect

how to classify particular ex-
ports but would not affect the
value recorded.

The National Institute of
Economic and Social Re-

APARTHEID
WITH AGTION!

of a tax-cutting budget.

The deficit was caused
principally by a sharp
drop in exports to the two
markets crucial for Brit-
ish capitalism: the Un-
ited States and the Com-
mon Market.

The January figure marks
a sharp worsening of the De-
cember figures. Over this

period the gap on visible

trade (goods) shot u% almost
90 per cent to £1.5 billion.

The overall balance of
payments deficit, with in-
visibles (services such as in-
surance and banking) taken
into the reckoning soared by

some £500 million.

If this trend continues
throughout the year the Brit-
ish economy will be anything
frc(}im £6 to £8 billion in the
red.

BY THE EDITOR

A deficit of this proportioh
would bring the Thatcher
speculative boom to a grind-
ing halt, force up Interest
rates and taxes and bring
about a further slashing of
government spending

The government tried to
blame the 18 per cent drop In
exports to the Common Mar-
ket on new customs docu-
mentation.

But this explanation was
rejected by Douglas Twed-
dle, the Customs and Excise
official responsible for the
new registration scheme. He
said that the new system
might cause problems In

search warned that unless
the government took action
there would inevitably be a
sterling crisis. It urged Tory
chancellor Lawson not to in-
dulge in tax cuts in his com-
Ing budget as this would only
lead to greater imports and
an even worse trade deficit.

The bankrupcy of Labour
policy was revealed in the
reaction of trade and indus-
try spokesman Bryan Gould.
This advocate of ‘people’s
capitalism’ said: ‘The chan-
cellor should heed the warn-
ings of Britain’s growing
trade gap, invest his spare
cash in the health service
and in other ways that won’t
harm the trade balance, and
cut interest rates to boost
competitiveness and encour-
age Investment.’

This is the old discreditd
Keynesian policy which

claimed that governments

Nurses lead off the march in Dundse

failed under the Wilson-
Callaghan government after
1974. The result was a sterl-
ing crisis and severe Inter-
national Monetary Fund-
imposed cuts.

Prospect

If nothing else, the latest
trade figures kill stone dead
any prospect of Thtacher
suddenly repenting and pro-
viding more cash for the cri-
sis torn health, education
and loal authority services.

On the contrary, they will
only drive the government to
further attacks on the living
standards and services of
millions of ordinary people,
making more urgent the
building of a movement to
bring down the Tory govern-
ment.

SOUTH AFRICA'’S racist rulers are imposing
new curbs on union and church funding,
having already banned all anti-Apartheid and
democratic activity.

They are trying union leader Moses Mayekiso, and
holding sixX young people from Sharpeville on death
row, including Theresa Ramashamola, the first woman
sentenced to death in a political trial.

In Angola, South African troops, tanks and bombers
are in action against the people of that country.

In Britain, Labour MPs have appealed to the Tories
to reconsider their opgosition to economic sanctions.
But the Tories have shown time and again they will

rotect Botha, who protects their profits from exploit-
ing Black workers. |

Workers Press says the workers’ movement interna-
tionally must answer the Apartheid rulers and their
friends with action! For trade union sanctions NOW to

- hit our own capitalists’ links with South Africa! Soli-
darity with South Africa’s Black workers against
Botha’s government means we must step up the fight
to smash Thatcher’s government!
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Bill Hunter:

A welcome |A Statement

resuit

THE result of the executive elections in the
Transport and General Workers Union must of
course be welcomed. It represents a defeat for
the right-wing in the labour movement. The
collapse of support for right-wing chairman
Brian Nicholson is especially pleasing.

Over the past two years, general secretary
Ron Todd has been overruled on many impor-
tant issues by the right wing majority on the
executive. At the same time, he has sometimes
found this situation quite comfortable.

He has been wont to indicate with a nod and a
wink that, really, he was in favour of much
more leftlshness than he could get his executive
to agree to. Now this very handy cover is blown.

(Don’t forget that Nelil Kmnock 1s a T&G-
sponsored MP.)

In a revealing comment, the ‘Guardian’
quoted a top Labour spokesperson as saying
that the T&G election result was ‘the worst
thing that has happened to Labour in the last

four years’. So the election of Thatcher mat-
tered less in these circles!

But when the capitalist press talks about the
‘hard left’ taking control of Britain’s largest
union, we ought to take a rather more careful
look. The shift on the executive is certainly a by
product of profound and very rapid changes
taking place in the class struggle. But these
influences are reflected very indirectly indeed
in the new majority, headed as it iS by suppor-
ters of ‘Militant’ and the pro-Moscow ‘Morning
Star’ group.

The lessons of the miners’ strike have gone

much deeper into the thinking of the working
class than many on the left care to imagine. The
struggle defend the NHS, the Ford’s strike, the
battle of the seamen with the Tory anti-union
laws, and the re-election of Scargill in the NUM,
all point In a similar direction.

We are not witnessing simply a new wave of
- resistance to the monstrosities of Thatcherism.
Even more significant 1s the direct clash be-
tween this movement and the union bureaucra-
cy, and the great speed with which the changes
are developing.

The Ford’s experience is vital here. The
union negotiators — especially the Stalinist
Airlie — sold the management deal to their
members only with great difficulty. It took the
direct intervention of Todd and Jordan, in
secret talks with the employers, to restart the
negotiations that finally managed to end the
highly damaging strike.

Is the T&G’s influence in the TUC and the
Labour Party really going to mean anything in
the struggle between the working class and

Thatcher? That depends.

Is the new majority going to use its position
merely to give a bit of ‘left’ colour to the
manoeuvres of the bureaucracy? Are these
people opposed to.their predecessors only in
urging Willis and Kinnock to project a more
‘militant’ image? Will they try to palm the
movement off with a few slogans for a Labour
government at some unspecified future date?

Or is there going to be the beginnings of a new
leadership in the unions and the Labour Party?
Will this powerful machine be able to respond to
the needs of the working class today and break
loose of its bureaucratic mountings?

‘Hard left’ or not, the spotlight is on the new
T&G executive.

THE WRP Congress, meeting on 20-21 February,
decided on a programme of work for the Party,

centred on our participation in the work of the
Preparatory Committee for an international con-
ference of Trotskyists to discuss the rebuilding of

the Fourth International.

The Party also agreed to begin work on a
comprehensive prgramme for work in Britain
and to re-call the Congress later this year to

discuss this programme.

At our Cogress a group
of some dozen members,
led by Bill Hunter,
walked out of the Work-
ers Revolutionary Party

and formed themselves

into the British section of
the International Work-
ers League (FI), the LIT.

The walk-ouf came af-
ter a long series of discus-
sions with the LIT about
the nature of the Fourth
International and the
means by which it is to be
re-built.

The action of these
comrades is highly irres-
ponsible and cuts across
these political discus-
sions in favour of organi-
sational manouevres.

The method of the
walk-out is itself instruc-
tive.

First, the group walked
out before a vote was
taken on their proposition
for fusion with the LIT,
an indication that they
knew they had been
heavily defeated politi-
cally.

Second, the group came to
the Congress with their
statement already written
and their decision taken.
This we know because a copy
of their statement came Into
our hands during the course
of the Congress, before the
Hunter group chose to make
it public.

They pretended to con-
tinue the discuss at the Con-
gress, but this was a farce.

This thoroughly unprinci-
pled method of work will
never be the basis for build-
ing a revolutionary lead-
ership in the working class.

Class

Nor does the statement
make the slightest attempt
to explain the political de-
velopments in the class
struggle which lay at the
basis of the split. .

The split is presented in
purely organisational

terms: some wanted to join
the LIT while others did not.

This was never the case.
The majority considered
that there was and remains
the real basis for the unifica-
tion of our forces and the
building of the Fourth Inter-
national. We remain con-

vinced that it is possible to
reach out to new forces im-
pelled into struggle by the
deppening crisis of capital-
ism throughout the world.

But there are a series of
outstanding political issues
about the very nature of the
Fourth International which
at this point remain unre-
solved with the LIT. Until
these (iluestlons are clarified
through a process of discus-
sion and struggle fusion with
the LIT would be irres-
ponsible.

In the penultimate para-
graph of thelr statement,
those walkmg out of the
WRP say: ‘We do not take
our dec1s10n lightly but of
necessity.’

But there i1s not a single
word said abpout this ‘ne-
cessity’. What developments
in the class struggle,
nationally and international-
ly, required this break?
What was fundamentally
wrong with the orientation to
these developments on the
part of the WRP which ne-
cessitated the break led by
Hunter?

Trotsky took the decision
to break from the Third In-
ternational only when, on the
basis of a series of experi-
ences, he became convinced

that it had degenerated

beyond repair. There is not

the slightest hint of this

approach in the Hunter

statement.

Over the period since the
split in the WRP in 1985 a

number of important theore-

tical and political issues ab-

out the nature of the Fourth
International and the strug-

gle against revisionism have

been clarified and are still
being clarified.

It is this process of clar-
ification which is coming
into conflict with a series of
short-cut measures through
which the LIT is attempting
to build the Fourth Interna-
tional.

The action of Bill Hunter
and his group is a continua-
tion of these wrong methods.

We repeat: we believe that
the course taken by Bill Hun-
ter and those following him
are profoundly wrong and

irresponsible.

The Preparatory commit-
tee met last weekend and
discussed a programme of
work for the forthcoming in-
ternational conference of
Trotskyists and for the
celebratron of the fiftieth
anniversary of the founda-
tion of the Fourth Interna-
tional in 1938.

Stage

We do not consider our
discussions with the LIT to
be at an‘end but rather to
have entered a new stage.
We remained determined to
draw the LIT into a common
process of re-building the
Fourth International.

We intend to play our full

‘part in the work of the Pre-

paratory Committee and its
preparations for a forthcom-
Ing International conference.

We are convinced that ex-
perience will prove this to be
the correct way forward.

The Political Committee,
March 1988
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Take your medicine and

Last week the working class was loaded with another
increase in prescription charges effective from 1 Apr11

Health Minister Tony
Newton said that the rise
was ‘in hne with medical
price rises’. It 1s now cheap-
er to buy more than a third of
drugs without a prescription.

Since the Tories came in in
1979 prescription charges
have climbed from 20 pence
to £2.60.

Those worst affected are
the chronically ill who do not

pay for it

DEFEND L

lGl'IT
BS

MARCH and RALLY : ASSEMBLE :
KENNINGTON PARK SE I

. 1030am.

March to a rally in Jubilee Gardens

'quahfy for exemption fromn

charges, such as asthma,
multiple sclerosis and schi-
zophrenia sufferers. For
those on the dole or low In-
comes the charges have be-

come prohibitive — people

will go without because they
simply cannot afford them.

The message coming loud
and clear from Thatcher is
that the health of the work-
ing class is of absolutely no
interest to her.

announcement that the
charges had gone up because
of increased medical prices
shows the Tory’s firm deter-
mination to allow questions
of life and death to become

The

just another set of figures at
the mercy of market forces.

Meanwhile the Tories and
their friends continue tc
stash away plenty of money
from their investments in
these same markets, not

- least from shares in the mul-

tinational drug companies
making huge profits out of
the NHS.

The announcement of the
increase in charges has been
put out weil before budget
day, to evade the rising tide
of protest over the NHS due
to culminate in widespread
strike action on the 14th and
15th of March.

Reprieve for

Camden

The local government
workers’ union NALGO won
a ruling ordering the Cam-
den council, in North-West

]' London, to undertake not to
imp lement its threat to dis-
- miss all NALGO members
who refused to accept a

. proposed compulsory rede-

1 ployment procedure.

The council also had to

| i undertake not to make any
- further such threats pending
. full hearing

of the case. The
High Court decision means

' NALGO will be able to take
legal proceeedings against

!" the council

A LABOUR councll’s plans to sack over 4,000 of its
| { workers were stopped in the High Court on Monday (29
| February)

NALGO depnty general-
secretary Alan Jenkinson
said after the ruling that an
important precedent had

been set.

‘Labour councils will now
realise they cannot use the
threat of mass sac to get
round e:mstmg co lectwe
agreements.’

His statement clearly indi-
cates that in NALGO’s view
other councils carryng out
Tory cuts have bheen con-
gsidering similar action — in
the words of High Court

e Simon Brown, ’*High
rontation’




THATCHER herself has been sum-
‘moned by a Commons Select Com-
“mittee to answer damning critic-
isms in a report on the underfund-
. ing of the NHS. The eleven mem-
ber committee of MPs, whose poli-

tical leanings range from right-
“wing Conservative Nicholas Win-
terton to Labour leftwinger Au-
drey Wise, has a burlt-ln Tory

majority of six.

It 2an hardly be seen as a collection of

~ loony lefties.

. The report, timed to states that there will

inﬂuence the budget,

be significant reduc-
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‘Thatcher —the
- Grm Reaner

Atlons in the health ser-

vice this year on the
basis of present ex-
penditure plans. Fi-
nance for the health

‘service has not, as

- Thatcher asserts, in-

NUPE porters in Leicester, picketing against the NHS cuts |

No time fo ro
acC

NUPE members at the
Leicester Royal Infirmary
have decided to picket the
hospital at lunchtime 1n pro-
test against the threat of pri-
vatisation.

Tom Smith, NUPE ste-

. ward for the porters, told

Workers Press that the
workforce had been told that
it was “more than likely’ that
they would be privatised.

‘They said ‘‘screw yourself
down so that you can win the
contract’’’, said Tom.

‘We feel very bitter about
this, as we are working at
the bottom level already,
there is no way we can make
any more cuts without the
patients suffering seriously.

‘When the domestics won
“their in-house tender, they
were cut down from two to
one worlger per . ward.

‘On to ‘of this they also
had to clean outside. The
situation 1s, if someone kicks
a bottle of urine over, it has
to stay spilt until a nurse

picks 1t up, as the domestics’
tn'ne schedule cannot cope
with accidents.

‘The domestics were taken
for a ride,’ he said, ‘and that
1s not going to happen to us.

‘We are making a fight of
this, for ourselves, and for
 the peOple who cannot stand

up for themselves..

‘Otherwise, the health ser-
vice is going to be snatched
- from our hands.’

Education

Commenting on the call
made by the local Education
Alliance earlier in the week,
inviting hospital workers to
join the Education Alliance
demonstration in Leicester
on 12 March, Tom said, ‘we
are facing the same thing as
education.

‘The government doesn’t
care about health unless you
can pay, neither do they care

about whether people learn

or not. We are joining the
Education Alliance demon-

stration, as their fight is our’
fight.’

|dents

fight,’

Tom pointed out that the
NUPE branch had voted for
strike action on 14 March,
but this still had to go to
ballot.

‘We shall probably get it,’
he said.

‘The point about this ac-
tion is, its coming from the
grass roots, we have taken
the initiative to defend the
health service.’

Agreement

Sylvia Ward, NUPE ste-
ward for the Domestlcs was
in full agreement with Tom

‘It’s everybodys health
serV1ce and we’ve got to
she said.

‘I believe they are trying
to get rid of it.

‘’d like to see this govern-
ment out, as all they want is
profit and looking after the

- moneyed peoﬁle Everything

is being bought up, and what
we should understand is that
this is our heritage and we’re
losing more of it everyday.’

o

creased but has fallen
short to the tune of
£1,896 million.

The MPs attack the failure

of the Department of Health
to monitor the effects of the

systematic underfunding of
the NHS.

Pressure

Financial pressure has led
to a scandalous rate of bed
and ward closures, cutting of
services and underuse of
facilities. The report says
‘We_have not attempted to
conduct a systematic sur-

vey: only the government
has the resources for that,

although it is clear from the

evidence given to us by the
DHSS that they have not
done so. That we regard as
extraordinary.’

Examples given include
the closure of a quarter of
the beds at Birmingham
Children’s Hospital — the
hospital at the centre of child
deaths due to delays in op-
erations — and the cancella-
tion of 3,500 operations at the

Royal Berkshire hospital.

Tory indifference to the

lives and welfare of mllhons
could not be more clearly
demonstrated.

The report calls for:

® An immediate cash in-
vestment of £95 million to
make up for the shortfall in
the current financial year.

@ At least £1 billion over the
next two years to pay for
specific developments — in-
formation technology, build-
ing maintenance, replacin
essential equlpment an

‘community care.

® Commitment to fund hos-
pital worker’s pay increases
in full, and not to force hos-
pitals to make cuts In prepa-
ration for underfunding by
the government for pay

awards. Low pay for nurses.

is the major factor in the
understaffing of the Birm-
ingham Children’s Hospital
— delaying the operations of
111 children, four of whom
have died.

@® Guarantees to fund a 2 per

cent increase in services in

1988/1989.

Health secretary John
Moore cannot be accused of
a dilatory reply to the critic-
isms in the report. He said
immediately ‘the govern-
ment will not be writing

blank cheques for anybody.’
It is perfectly clear that

the Tories will take no notice

of any pleas for extra fund-
ing for the NHS, not even
from their own sxde and are
determined to use their £10
billion budget surplus to'give
tax concessions to the rich.

Thatcher and her minis-
ters regard hospitals as
businesses which have to fi-

" nance themselves without

assistance from the state.
Their objection to the health
service is that you cannot
make money out of saving
human life. Because of high

unemployment the working
class has become super-
fluous to requirements, and

a liability on state funds.

through unemployment be-
nefits, local government ser-
vices, and the NHS. The
loglcal extension for Thatch-
er is that dead workers don’t
cost money — and you can in
fact make a profit out of
selling cemeteries as her
evil crony Lady Porter in
Westminster has shown.

For the working class it is

~ could not be more clear that

the continued existence of
the Tory government is in-

compatible with human life.

SHORTLY after the tragic
death of the fourth child as a
result of waiting too long for
an operation at Birmingham
Children’s Hospital a report
reveals that between 40 and
50 per cent of available oper-
ating theatre time in five

‘health districts examined is

not used — mainly because
‘consultant surgeons are not
available.

. The National Audit Office
report showed that in Wake-

‘field District Health Author-

ity 69 theatre sessions were
cancelled from March to
June 1986. In Oxford, accord-
ing to the report, ‘sessions
-were cancelled primarily be-

cause medlcal staff were not -

available.’

Len Peach, chairman of

‘the NHS management board
denied to MPs on the Com-
mons Public Accounts Com-
mittee that this was because
they were tied up with work-

‘mg for private patients.

He was accused however
of not being ‘perfectly frank’
when he said ‘Consultants
have many other duties,
such as teaching, research,
examining people. . . ° He
sald that there would be

more information available

within the next twelve
months to enable a more
accurate examination of the
reasons for underused
theatres.-

Amidst ever increasing
waiting lists and savage
pressure from the Tory gov-
ernment for the NHS to be
self financing precisely
through wholesale privatisa-
tion of its facilities these are
sobering statistics.

The least radical of
Thatcher’s proposals to re-
vamp the NHS involves mas-
sive privatisation, and fund-
ing of public beds through
more private patients.

If these plans go ahead, and

short of the demise of the
Tory government they will,
thousands of consultants will
be spending much greater
portions of their time onpri-
vate work — the operating

theatres of the NHS will be
left empty while children are .
dying for lack of operations.

The report also showed

that it was usual in four out

of the five health authorities
'to give only three or four
days notice for operatlons

A LONG procession of health service workers
and supporters marched through Aberdeen on
Wednesday’s day of action — the biggest demon-

stration for years.

The Hall Russell shipyard was closed as many of its

workers joined the march.
to great applause.

Though relegated to the
end of the march, a big con-
tingency of the unemployed
gave their support.

At a packed meeting
Jurgen Thomanek, Trades
Council chair said that the
day of action only marked
the beginning of the strug-
gle.

Congratulations and en-

couragement came from
Frank Doran, Labour MP.

‘It’s your health service —
go out and save it!’ he said,

(He did not promise that
the leadership would be mar-
ching ahead.)

Bob Hughes, Labour MP,
said that the chancellor had

money spilling out of his
pockets and pledged ‘total

support from the Shadow'

Cabinet’ for the NHS.

Propaganda about saving

extra money from private
tendering was criticised by
Dr Marian Hall. She refer-
red to dirty hospitals and the

AIIEI'(IBBII marches

collapse of employment
security and workers’ condi-
tions where private com-
panies were operating.

‘We do not want to follow |

““the example of England’”’
she said and considered that
the shortfall in money should
be made up by the govern-
ment. -

The rally called for a re-

ferendum In Scotland on the

question of the NHS being
froperly funded and free
rom privatisation.

On Grampian television:
recently, Michael Forsyth,.

Scottlsh 'NHS Tory hatc et-

man, diverted a discussion

on his own involvement in
gnvate companies supplying

ospitals, while he continued
nis attacks on strikers.

Not just
about pay

CHRIS ENOCH and Jonathan Jolly, two

student nurses who last month earned
£270, and £264 respectively, spoke to

~Workers Press on the picket line outside

Prince Charles hospital(PCH), Merthyr
Tydfil during the NHS day of action in

Wales.

They were critical of the Royal College of
Nurses’ no-strike rule. They told us they had left

to join COHSE, and explained why.

‘The RCN 1s not a union

— 1it’s a professional

body. As student nurses
we have no vote, and we
didn’t feel we were being
represented. The major-
ity of nurses in COHSE
and NUPE, discounting
the RCN, want a strike
policy. Today at PCH it is
only a protest but the

e

e ——

CHRIS ENOCH

RCN don’t recognise that
better cover is provided
when we’re on strike be-
cause minimum levels
have to be met, whereas
under normal working
conditions we often fall
below that.

‘We omed COHSE about a
month ago but we’ve been
thinking about it for a long
time. We weren’t happy and
we went along with the flow.
A lot of nurses join RCN

blindly — they think it offers -

them the most protection,
but it is -a false sense of
security. COHSE have a six-

int ¢ arter; they have de-

inite aims and their repre-

sentatives are easier to get
hold of.

~ ‘Unfortunately there’s a
lot of in-fighting in the health
service unions. Some people
are second wage earners
while there are others who
have to manage on the low
wages, and there are ancil-
lary staff cut-backs also.
COHSE is a good union. It
involves all workers in the

hospital and unity is

strength.

‘The government want to
split up the different sections

placing emphasis on nurses
when the real issue is fund-
ing the whole of the NHS.
Maybe they would be able to
fund a nurses’ pay rise but it
would divert attention away

- from the real issue. The crux
i of the matter is not just the

RCN and nurses — the

national health service is at
risk.’

The greatest fear express-
ed by Chris and Jonathan

which the TUC leaders .

should take note of was
made in their last comment:
‘Without the help of other
trade unions we are fighting
a losing battle.’

" JOHNATHAN JOLLY
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Possibilities

revolutionary
leadership

BY GEOFF PILLING

A NEWS item in ‘The Inde-
pendent’ (26 February) re-
ports that discussions are
taking place between the

National Union of Minewor-
kers (NUM), the pit deputies

union NACODS and the rail

unions ASLEF and NUR ab-
out a possible merger of the
four unions.

The Tory government’s decision
to privatise electricity supply is the
immediate cause of the talks. The
break up of the national electricity
grid would lead to severe job losses
for both rail workers and miners.

The NUM  itself is already
threatened with a steep decline 1n
membership resulting from British
Coal’s drive to close pits and intro-

- duce a six day working week — a

prelude to the 1ndustry S privatisa-
tion.

The CEGB policy of building power
stations on coastal sites and deep water

ports would result in an enormous re-
duction of the rail workforce. Over 80
per cent of the coal required for elec-
tricity generation is currently carried
by rail.

A union of rail workers and miners

would create a body with great poten-
tial to fight against the latest Tory
privatisation moves.

A glance at a map of Britain shows a
network of power stations, pits and
railway depots, the control of which

will be decisive in the struggle against -

the Tory government.

So we must welcome these discussions.
But we do so not from the point of view of the
needs of the trade union bureaucracy. It
could be, for instance, that some of the union
leaders concerned see in the merger the
possibility of a big union able to wield
influence at the top of the movement.

No. Such a merger must be accompanied
by the formation of action committees
amongst miners and rail workers able to
draw in other groups of workers — such as
those in the National Health Service — as
well as those in the communities who are
facing the same threat from privatisation.

These committees must hammer out a
policy and programme that can defeat
Thatcher’s privatisation drive. The widest

possible discussion must be organised, open
to all groups and opinions in the workmg
class movement.

Such discussions must also have at their
centre the issue of how to defeat all those in
the labour movement who refuse to lead and

“mobilise the working class for such a fight.
Local action committees must become the -

basis for a network of regional and national
committees under the control of the work-
elll's, answerable directly to those electing
them.

This movement would constitute not only
a powerful blow against the Thatcher gov-

O
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“ood convoy in the East India Dock road, London, during the General Strike 1926
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ernment but against all those ‘new realists’
in the trades union and labour movement
whose policy is based on accommodation to
and collaboration with the government.

In the epoch known to Marxists as im-

| perialism — the epoch of the death-agony
and break-up of capitalism — there 1s no.

middle way for the trade union movement.

The unions become either appendages of
the capitalist state, instruments for the
disciplining of the working class in the
interests of the employers. Or they become
bodies capable of assisting the working
class along the road to its fundamental goal:
the overthrow of capitalism.

For the unions to become the latter the
question of democracy in the organisations
of the working class becomes a burning
issue. Who controls the unions? Leaders
whose aim is accommodation with the rul-
ing class or the members whose jobs, ser-
vices and very lives are threatened by
Thatcher’s policies? -

The Tory drive to pI‘lV&dSe ba51c indus-
tries and vital services cannot be solved by
simple solidarity action amongst workers.

The creation of a nationalised coal indus-

| try, of a nationally organised electricity

supply industry, of the formation of a
national health service expressed the fact
that the development of techniques within
capitalism gave production an ever greater
social character.

Such techniques increasingly stretch
beyond the limits and resources of the
individual firm, even of the nation state —
aﬁ the growth of trans-national corporatlons
shows.

The break up of such nationalised indus-
tries, together with the NHS, marks the
decline of the productive forces and ex-
presses the fact that capitalism has in-

~creasingly to destroy the gains of the past,

including the reforms won by the working
class in the course of its struggle.

This is why the struggle against privatisa-
tion poses revolutionary questions. The
Tory government will not be defeated by
parliamentary means, even of the most left
variety. Nor will mere trade union solidar-
ity actions, however militant, resolve the
crisis facing millions of people.

A distinction must be made between those
leaders who have led a fight against the
Tory government and those Stalinist and
reformlst leaders who want a reconciliation
with the UDM and have no intention of
leading any fight against Thatcher.

At the same time we must stress that if
leaders such as Arthur Scargill remain
within the confines of parliamentary poli-
tics, however left, and purely trade union
forms of activity, however militant, they
will fall far short of what is requlred in the
coming struggles. |

In the struggle against the capitalist state,
the question of revolutionary leadershxp 1S
vital. The continuation of the ‘shoot-to-kill’
policy in Ireland shows that the British state
continues to prepare a force to deal with the
rising tide of struggle throughout the work-
ing class movement.

The herdlng of youth into state funded
‘schemes’ is another aspect of this effort to
establish a force to break the working class
and its organisations.

Those ‘new realists’ who 1ncreasmg1y furn
their fire on the left in the movement and
away from Thatcher are enemies in this
struggle who will have to be defeated.

NUR and ASLEF pickets supporting the miner’'s strike 1984
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It is these same ‘new realists’ who will

join hands with the Tories and others in a

coalition of ‘national unity’ — should that
prove necessary to defeat the working class.

The need to work over the experiences of
the miners’ strike is more vital than ever.

The TUC, along with Kinnock and the
Stalinists in the Communist Party of Great
Britain set out to isolate the miners and
drive them back to work, crushed.

The miners showed no lack of determina-
tlon to fight: for over a year, tens of
thousands of miners, backed by many other
groups of workers as well as by support
committees which were built during the
struggle, battled day after day with speclal-
ly trained military-style police. -

‘The miners’ strike involved a struggle
against the capitalist state, just as the
defence of the nationalised industries and
the national health and educational services
jf,vili involve a struggle against this same
orce.

Only a leadership which is determined to
carry the fight through to the end — to the
overthrow of capitalism -— and armed with
Marxist theory will be able to resolve the
crisis facing millions of workers.

The miners’ strike was short of one thmg
jusi such a leadership able to unite the
movement and take it forward.-to the over-
throw of the Tory government, as a step
along the road to the socialist revolution.

- The working class is being driven towards
a general strike against the Tory govern-
ment. It is therefore essential that! the
lessons of previous confrontations with the
state be assimilated by the working class
anag 1ts party on the eve of a new wave of
struggles.

The 1926 general sirike revealed above all
the crisis of revolutionary leadership in the
British- working class.

Under the direction of the Stalln-
dominated leadership of the Communist
International, the young Communist Party
of Great Britain subordinated itself to the
politics of a group of left trade union leaders
on the general council of the TUC — Purcell,
Swales and Hicks.

The Party was thus prevented from draw-
ing the essential lesson from the 1926 ex
ence: that trade unionism, however left
leadership, could never be a substltute for
Bolshevism for the building of independent
revolutlonary parties based on the scxentlflc
foundations of Marxism. ~

That lesson was learned not in the British
working class but only in the development of
the fight against Stalinism internationally, a
fight led by Trotsky’s Left Opposition.

And it was a lesson established in struggle
against Stalinism — which in the decade
leading up to 1933 and the defeat of the
German working class at the hands of
fascism, became transformed into a direct
agent of the ruling class within the interna-
tional working class movement.

It was out of this experience that the
Fourth International was born and through
it the lessons of the British General Strike
brought back into the British working class
and made a part of its theoretical and
political capital.

On the eve of what promises to be momen-
tous struggles against the capitalist state
the urgent necessity is to build a leadership
which is based consciously on all these
lessons from the past.

-~ This is the task we have set ourselves and
we ask all readers and supporters (o joic @&
in carrying this struggle forward. -
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SCUSSION: ON P.L.O.

WHEN thousands of

Palestinians, young

--and old, women and
. men, face tear gas and

bullets, waving their

; nmational flag, and
& Shouting
= PLO’, we need to grasp
§ what this means for
§ them, and for -us. |
' “We_ are for building

‘we are all

tskyist parties in ev-

£ ery country. Some com-
. rades accuse me of not
* wanting ‘to see this ban-
+ mer planted in the Palesti-
& mian struggle.’ :

On the contrary, I very

- much want to see the Trots-
. kyist banner planted firmly
»1n that and every other
- struggle against imperial-
¢ ism and oppression. To do
- that, we have to be part of

the struggle. We cannot

- plant a banner in thin air.

Nor can we be content to
unfurl a banner somewhere

~ else, then wait for the mas-
- ses to come to us.

When I referred to the affi-
liation of trade unions,
women’s organisations, stu-

 dents and so on with the

PLO, I was not suggesting

that the PLO is therefore a

working class movement, let
alone that it can take the

place of a Bolshevik party.

I was simply pointing to
the PLO’s mass following, in

| every walk of Palestinian

lIife. It is not just a national-
ist movement, but the
national movement. In the
eyes of the masses, whether
under occupation or in exile,
it is synonymous with their
national identity and strug-

gle for self-determination.

(Likewise for their ene-
mies. The Zionists say they
might talk to ‘Palestinians
who are not PLO’. They have

‘had trouble finding any.

Rabin explained to Thatcher

- that Israel could not allow

municipal elections in the
West Bank because the peo-
ple would only elect PLO

supporters.)
We would have the same

problem, if we sought

Palestinians who were not

PLO supporters for a dia-

logue. There are of course

the old notables, bought

alternately by Israel or King
Hussein; the Islamic fun-
damentalists, who are not
over-fond of Marxism or any
other secular ideology; and
small groups directly con-
trolled by the intelligence
services of this or that
regime.

But you will not find many

Palestinians engaged in the
struggle, be they bourgeois

. nationalists or trade union-

ists, ‘left’ or ‘right’, who do
not identify proudly, whatev-
er their opinmion of this or that
leader or policy, with the

PLO.

References to Healy’s sup-
port for Fatah here are be-
side the point. Fatah, the
main constituent of the PLO,
is a big movement with more
than one shade of opinion
even among its leaders.
Alongside it in the re-unified
PLO are the Popular Front
for the Liberation of Pales-
tine (PFLP), the Democratic
Front led by Nayef Hawat-
meh (which adopied the
‘two-state policy’ aven be-
fore Fatah), the Palestinian
Communist Party, =stc. |

Whatever analogies may
usefully be drawn between
Ireland and P=zlestine,
Palestine and South Africa,
or any other countries, if you
want to develop a perspec-
tive for Palestine, there is no
substitute for studying
Palestine.

Palestine was partitioned
40 years ago. The Trotskyist
movement was opposed to
partition, and called for the
unity of Arab and Jewish
workers against imperial-
ism. Had it been strong
enough, history might have
been different, and there
would not todav be a

‘Palestinian probiem’. But it

- THIS discussion article by CHAR-
LIE POTTINS on the nature of the
PLO and its struggle does not neces-
sarily represent the views of the
Workers Revolutionary Party. A re-
cent letter from Charlie Pottins pro-
voked considerable discussion about
the PLO and the author here ex-
pands on his earlier points.

The article is produced in the hope

was not.

To argue now about

whether partition in general
1S ‘a bad thing’, or whether
there ought to be a Jewish

state, is hardly facing our

responsibility to the current
struggle.

The Zionists succeeded,
with the aid of imperialism,
In bringing masses of Jews,
many from Arab countries
(how they were brought is
another, and not very
pleasant story) to Palestine
and settling them on Arab
land. What has been created
1s not just a settler colony,
but a new Hebrew-speaking
nationality, with its own
bourgeoisie, peasantry and
proletariat, its own contra-
dictions and class struggles.

Whether or not we like it,
this is a material reality, and
the Palestinians, who are
waging not a debate, but a
national struggle, have to
confront it.

Unlike the Ulster Protes-
tant ‘state’, the Zionist state
does not depend on a foreign
military presence to main-

- tain itself (although it is cer-

tainly, massively dependent

on imperialist subsidies).
Unlike the South African

economy, 1t does not gener-

ate huge profits for imperial- -

ism (rather the reverse),
does not depend on Black

(read Arab) labour, nor.

Black policemen to defend

its rule.

- . Even back in 1936, when

the Palestinian Arab general
strike was launched, against
Zionist colonisation and the
British mandate, the Zion-
ists actually gained ground,
expanding their economy
with Jewish labour.

Since 1967, the Zionist

state has occupied the whole
of Palestine, subjecting the
people in the occupied terri-
tories to colonial rule and
exploitation.

Palestinian workers from
the occupied territories have
become an important, super-
exploited section of the
‘Israeli’ labour force, and
are discovering their
strength. But they are not a
majority.

_Exploited as workers, de-
nied their rights as a people,
Palestinians are waging a
legitimate struggle for
national self-determination.
It is the duty of socialists, be
they Palestinian, Israeli or
British, to support that
struggle. . |

It may be argued that we
do not have to adopt the
national movement’s slo-
gans and programme as our
own. Then why is the PLO’s
call for a ‘democratic secu-
lar state’ in all Palestine tre-
ated as sacrosanct, whereas
its current demand for a
Palestinian state is attacked
as ‘betrayal’?

Surely you do not need to
be more nationalist-than-
the-nationalists to prove
your commitment to self-
determination? Making self-
determination ‘complete’, as
N. Wilde demands (Workers
Press 13 February), is a mat-

" ter of social revolution, not

territorial extent.

Norah Wilde says the PLO
no longer aims at ‘destruc-
tion of the Zionist state’ (the
Zionists won’t accept her
assurance!), therefore it has
‘capitulated’ to imperialism.
Nonsense! | |

How does she want it des-
troyed, by nationalist guer-
rilla war, working class re-

volution, nuclear weapons,
or the power of prayer?
(perhaps disguised as ‘Left’
slogans). Has she given it a
thought? -

It does matter. We need to
evaluate the PLO’s political
evolution historically, in con-

- fronting its problems, and

not just carelessly throw
words around like ‘capitula-
tion’.

The establishment of
Israel in 1948, turning a mil-
lion Palestinians into home-
less refugees, was a defeat
for the Arab states, contri-
buting to the E
revolution, and leading a
new generation of Palesti-
nians to try and form a diffe-
rent kind of leadership.

Emerged

Fatah, and the Arab
National Movement (out of
which came the Popular
Front) emerged, the former
stressing Palestinian nation-
al independence, the latter
seeking a wider, pan-Arab

revolution. Drawing inspira-
tion from the Chinese, Alge-

- rian, and Vietnamese re-

volutions, these groups
turned to
They saw themselves as van-
guards of a people’s war.

The Israeli victory of 1967
created conditions for inten-
sified guerrilla war in the
newly-occupied territories,
and also enabled Palesti-
nians either side of the pre-
1967 border to resume con-
tact and exchange experi-
ences. |

- A year after the defeat of
the Arab armies, the Palesti-
nian guerrillas’ heroic stand
at el Karameh strengthened
their standing among their
people. The PLO, previously

tian 1952

guerrilla warfare.

that it will stimulate a discussion
amongst Workers Press readers,

especially about the Permanent Re-
volution and its implication for the

middle east. Next week’s Workers
Press will contain an article by CLiff

Slaughter ‘How not to report the
PLQO’ which takes up a recent article

by Charlie Pottins.

ist united Palestine.

The October 1973 war, and
oil crisis, bringing a shift of
power temporarily to the
Arab national bourgeoisie,
and the possibility that im-

rialism would seek their

elp in a diplomatic settle-
ment, exchanging the
Palestinians’ rights for ter-
ritorial compromise, led to a
new turn in Palestinian
policy.

The Palestinians, re-
‘memberin

how Jordan and
Egypt had annexed part of
their land and repressed
them between 1948 and 1967,
and with the still fresh bitter
memory of the 1970 ‘Black
September’ massacre in Jor-
dan, did not wish merely to
exchange Israeli occupiers
for Arab ones again.

With the prospect of a

Geneva conference backed
by both the USA and the
Soviet Union, the PL.O — and
again, it was the Democratic
Front and the Left within
Fatah that led the way —

. adopted two important

points. :
One, they would insist that

~only the PLO could legiti-

mately represent Palesti-
nians, and that it must have
its rightful place at any con-
ference. Two. that the

Palestinians would ‘set up a

state in any part of the home-
land from which the enemy
was forced to withdraw.’ -

~ The PLO did not abandon
its aim of a democratic secu-
lar state in the whole of
Palestine, but declared this
its long term aim. Nor did it
relinquish armed struggle as
a means. So where was this

- ‘capitulation’ Norah speaks

about?

- Recognize

an instrument of the Arab =

states, was taken over by the
Palestinians, chiefly Fateh.

At the same time, contacts
were made between some
Palestinian nationalists and
Israeli leftists. Together
with the experiences of
Palestinians who had lived
within Israel since 1948, this
led the Palestinian move-
ment to modify its attitude to
Israeli-Jewish society, no
longer seeing it as merely a
colonial settler community.

Broken

The Democratic Front for
the Liberation of Palestine,
which had broken from the
Popular Front rejecting
Habbash’s claim to Marx-
ism, and had the first con-
tact with Israeli leftists,
adopted the call for a Demo-
cratic Secular State in which
both Jews and Arabs would
have rights. |

This was later adopted by
Fateh, and the PLO, but with
one change in the formula. It
was to be a ‘Democratic
Secular state of Palestine,
for Jews, Christians and
Muslims’. That is, a secular
state in which ‘Palestinians’
would be defined by religious
affiliations.

- The pro-Palestinian Left in
Britain, including the WRP,
in adapting the ‘democratic
secular state’ slogan, either

‘seemed unaware of any dis-

tinction or deliberately blur-
red it. Likewise, we blurred
the distinction between a
democratic secular, i.e.
bourgeois, state and a social-

™ . PLO position did en-
cail that it would recognise
Israel, for the purpose of
talks — and vice versa. It

“does mean ‘logically that a
Palestinian state would be

established alongside Israel.

Is that capitulation?

Was the treaty of Brest-
Litovsk a ‘capitulation’ by
the Bolsheviks? Maybe
Norah would have de-
nounced Lenin for ‘imagin-
ing’ the young Soviet repub-
lic could ‘co-exist with the
violent, expansionist and en-
slaving’ Kaiser’s Ger-

‘many?!

The strange thing
the PLO’s
tion’ to imperialism and
Zionism is that it has not
been accepted by the other
side! The Israeli leaders
vehementliy oppose a
Palestinian state.

The US government, far

about

from welcoming the PLO to

the conference table, is
trying to close the PLO’s
office at the UN. The Israeli
government, in response to
PLO  ‘moderation’, prose-
cutes any of its citizens who
meet PLO representatives.

The PLO did not go to
Geneva In the - 1970s, nor
achieve its state. But neither

have the imperialists and

Soviet bureaucracy, Israel
and the Arab states, been
able to go ahead with a peace
settlement without the PLO.
That is not ‘capitulation’ in

my book, nor is it a ‘defeat’

for the Palestinian people.

" From the late 1970s, the
PLO has had to withstand
one conspiracy and

eged ‘capitula-

I T

OnSIaught after another.
There was the bloody civil

war in Lebanon, Sadat’s

seﬁa\rate peace deal, the
splits engineered by some
Arab states with the aid of
Palestinian ‘rejectionists’,
the murder of PLO repre-
sentatives like Said Hamma-
mi, Naim Khider and Issam
Sartawil, the US-backed
[sraeli invasion of Lebanon
in 1982, and the savage
camps wars.

Tried

Both Syria’s Assad and
Jordan’s Hussein have. tried
to bring the PLO to heel, and
impose their own proteges.
Israel tried to destroy the

PLO in Lebanon, and to -

romote its stooges, the Vil-
age Leagues, in the West
Bank. All without success.
Today a re-unified PLO
stands firm on its aims. And
the youth who have risen up
in the occupied territories do
not look as though they are
accepting defeat.

The call they are making
is for withdrawal of Israeli
troops. We have supported
that demand. Unless we are
calling on the Israelis to
‘withdraw’ to Poland,
Morocco, etc, we presum-
ably support the demand
they withdraw to pre-196
Israel. .

Do we want the Israeli
occupiers merely replaced
by Jordanian troops? If not,
we must support the right of
the Palestinians to set up
their own state in the West
Bank and Gaza, alongside
Israel.

If Israel remains oppres-
sive, aggressive and colonis-
Ing, then of course there will
not be permanent ‘co-
existence’. On the other
hand, the establishment of a
Palestinian state does not
oblige those Palestinians
within Israel to abandon
their struggle for equality,
nor does it mean that social-
ists would not aim for a uni-

fication.

Within Israel itself, the
PLO’s advocacy of a two-
state position has given rise
to a strong peace movement.

- This opposition to the Zionist

warmongers was temporari-
ly quieted by Sadat’s suc-
cour to Begin, but broke out
in huge demonstrations dur-
ing the Lebanon war, and
dissent within the army.

Contact

The PLO has fostered con-
tacts with this movement, no
longer confined to small 1so-
lated left-wing groups. Now
the mass demonstrations are
for withdrawal from the
occupied territories, and
there are growing demands
for talks with the PLO.

- It is to the lasting credit of
the WRP that during the
Lebanon war, News Line
recognised the significance
of this Israeli peace move-

ment and of winning Israeli-

Jewish workers, even if we
did not fully understand
what to make of. it.

To write-off such a mass

- movement as merely some

clever ‘tactic’ by the Zion-
ists, as some people in the
Labour Movement Cam-
paign for Palestine did, and
some apparently want to
now, completely missing the

contradictions within the
Zionist state, is not
Marxism. ,
Refusing to be ‘fooled’ by
the real movement, because
it does not conform to some
idealist expectations of it,

~ these sectarians are com-

pletely overawed by the sup-
posed strength of the ruling
class. Without any dialectic-
al perception, they cannot
intervene, but must stand
permanently on the sidelines
impotently denouncing ‘bet-
rayal’. S
Trotskyists within Israel
would have to be involved in
the peace movement, de-
manding withdrawal of
troops, mobilising aid for the
people in the occupied terri-
tories, turning the struggle
to the working class. Those
whom we might win to the
Fourth International are in-
volved. To stand outside on
spurious grounds of anti-
Zionist ‘purity’ would in no
way assist the Palestinians,
nor undermine Zionism.

It is precisely by deman-
ding withdrawal of troops,
and the Palestinians’ right to
their own state, that social-
ists can create conditions for
Arab-Jewish working class
unity, and the possibility of a
secular, democratic workers’

- state in all Palestine.

If saying that makes me
‘stagist’, so be it. It is in my
view those who call for a

-unified state to bring work-

ing class unity, without any
idea how, or by whom, this
state is to be brought about,
who are guilty of uto-
pianism.

We must reject the
fetishisation of demands,
whether that for a ‘secular
democratic state’ or ‘Social-

18t Organiser’s’ elevation of

the ‘two states’ call into a
maximum for all time. (They
raise the demand not against
the Zionists, but from the
Palestinians!) -

The PLO has mobilised the
Palestinian masses where-
ver it could, both in the Arab
states and under Israeli
occupation, and its influence
even reaches within the
Israeli state.

Concentrate

Almost two years ago,

PLO leaders decided to con-

centrate activity in the occu-
pied territories, with mass
struggle, such as strikes, de-
monstrations, etc. We re-
ported this move in the
Workers Press at the time.
Maybe now we are seeing
the fruits.

As for establishing links
between Palestinian trade
unionists and the working
class movement here, much
has been done already, by
people like the Palestine
Trade Union Federation,
gi,% full support from the

Last year, members of the
public servants’ union in the
West Bank came and spoke
to NUPE members and
other trade unionists here.
The TGWU has had a delega-
tion in the West Bank. Only a
few weeks ago, I attended a
reception for a returning
trade union delegation, and
Khaled el Hassan, a leading
Fatah and PLO member,
addressed a large crowd of
trade unionists.

The call for trade union
action to stop Israeli goods,
shipping, etc. has been made
at such meetings, and in
‘Palestine Post’, and by my-
self in Workers Press in two
lead articles.

If you want to criticise the
PLO’s shortcomings, fine,
but please don’t base your-
self on ignoring what it
actually is doing. And if we
want to make the call for a
Palestinian section of the
Fourth International into a
real programme for action,
and not an excuse for inac-
tion, we must combine se-
rious theoretical analysis
with practical solidarity, in-
ternationalism in deeds, not

“empty words.
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UNITED STATES Attorney-General

Edwin Meese has been accused of sup-

porting a plan to pay ‘protection’ to |} o
Israel so an Iraqi pipeline would not be §

bombed. | |

The idea was it was to come out of the defence
budget on an installment basis. It was, effective-
ly, to be a payment to the Israelis to be good,’ the

INTERNATIONAL N E W S s s .

‘Washington Post’ reported on 25 February.

Meese’s lawyer. has
tried to pre-empt new
- press revelations by re-
leasing recently de-
classified documents, in-
cluding a memo from
Meese’s friend E.Robert
Wallach suggesting sec-
ret payments to then
Israeli premier Shimon
Peres.

Wallach is already under
indictment for taking
payoffs from  the Weldtech
Corporation to get Army
contracts, through Meese’s
influence in the White House.

President Reagan has
jumped in to defend his
Attorney-General’s reputa-
tion, complaining of a ‘lynch-
mob atmosphere’ against
Meese, just as more details
of tthe pipeline affair came
out.

Newspapers have quoted
letters between Meese and
Shimon Peres, and pointed
out that the Meese referred
the pipeline issue not to the
State Department but to the
National Security Counclil,
where it was dealt with by
Robert McFarlane.

McFarlane was a key fi-
e in the Iran arms scan-
al, for which Meese was
also criticised. Now the
same ‘Irangate’ cast starts
to turn up in, ‘Irag-gate’!
The Aqaba pipeline, sup-
posed to help Iraqi oil ex-
ports avoid the Gulf bomb-
alley, and boost Jordan’s
economy, was planned after
Syria halted the Iraqi pipe-
liélse2 through its territory in
1982. |

In 1984 the Bechtel Cor-
poration, — ex-directors in-
clude Secretary of State
George Schultz and former
Defence Secretary Caspar
Weinberger, (recently
knighted by Queen) — began
- scheduling work. US Steel
was to provide the pipe, Citi-
bank was to find the capital,
“and the US Export-Import
Bank, a government agency,

approved $485 million in
loans.

~Iraqi President Saddam

Husseln, recalling the 1981
Israeli bombing of Iraq’s
nuclear reactor, asked that
the US secure assurances for
the pipeline.

The National Petroleum
Company was to have hand-
led sales of the 30,000 to
40,000 barrels of o1l expected
to flow from the pipeline.
Owner, Israeli-born mil-
lionaire Bruce Rappaport,
reputedly an ex-Mossad sec-
ret agent, now a Swiss
national, suggested a deal
with Peres.

Along the way, another

‘Irangate’ character, CIA
boss William Casey, might
have helped. He reportedly
had close ties to Rappaport,
and was guest of honour at a
dinner laid on by the pet-
roleum magnate in Washing-
ton, attended by officials in-
volved in the pipeline pro-

gect. -

Israelt Foreign Minister
and Labour Party leader
Shimon Peres has admitted
Rappaport met him in Israel
on 19 September, 1985. He
says the fixer offered a $65-
70 million a year discount on
Israel’s oil purchases over a
10-year period. Peres says
he did not mention the mat-
ter to Cabinet colleagues be-
cause he did not take it
seriously. -

According to letters and
memos released in the Un-
ited States, as much as $700
million was to go to Israel
under the ‘arrangement’
with Peres, including a sub-
stantial sum to be channeled
through the Israeli Labour
Party.

The pipeline plan was }

squashed by Admiral John
Poindexter, also an Irangate
player, when he succeeded
McFarlane as Reagan’s
Natjonal Security Adviser in
December 1985. Reagan’s
friend and former adviser
William Clark called the
payments scheme a ‘protec-
tion racket’.

REV.JESSE JACKSON boosted his campaign
for the Democratic Party’s presidential nomina-
tion last week, surprising party bosses by com-
ing a strong second in the north-east coast state

of Maine.

! Far from his main bases of support in Chicago’s Black

ghettos and the Southern states, Jackson nevertheless
was only ten per cent behind the favourite, Mas-
sachusetts’ Governor Michael Dukakis, in a straw poll
of voters in the Demeocratic caucuses.

‘We consider this to be an

! overwhelming victory’ said

Jackson campaign aide Ivan

! Suzman. In two big Maine

cities the Black populist
came first. Observers say
Jackson’s backing has come
particularly from trade un-
lonists. ‘

Behind the Jackson suc-
cess in this state, with only a
tiny Black population, lies a
bitter workers’ struggle that
he has been able to ride on.

Maine is a centre of the US
paper industry. For over six
months, 1,250 workers be-
longing to the United Paper-

| workers International Union

have been fighting the giant
International Paper Co.
which has set out to drive
down conditions and bust the
union. '

The company, whose
stockholders include the
Bank of Boston and Coca
Cola, has hired scabs to re-
place union members at its
Jay papermills. Strikers
held a mass picket on Christ-

ISRAELI SOLDIERS |

BREAK BONES

FOUR Israeli soldiers whose brutal 40-minute
beating of two captured and bound Palestinian
youths shocked television viewers throughout
the world were last week free, and back with

their units.

MPs belonging to Prime

Minister Yitzhak Shamir’s
rightist Likud party deman-
ded the resignation of Major-
General Mizna, the West
Bank commander who had
ordered the men’s detention.

Geulah Cohen, of the fas-
cist Techya party demanded
the media be banned from
the occupied territories.
Meanwhile Defence Minister
Yitzhak Rabin, a Labour

Party leader, told visiting

American Jewish leaders he
was ‘proud of the behaviour
of our army’.

It was Rabin who launched
the ‘Iron Fist’ policy in the
occupied territories, and
who explicitly gave the order
to troops to ‘beat and break
bones’.

If the soldiers seen beating
and kicking defenceless pris-
oners, and dropping boul-

ders on limbs to break them,

committed an offence from

the army’s point of view, it

was that they let théemselves
be filmed by a TV crew doing
it.

Israeli families have com-
plained at the effect the rep-

ressive policy is having in

brutalising and demoralis-
ing their sons doing military
service. The army sent a
team of psychologists round
army units in January to
check morale.

Ramallah hospital direc-
tor Dr.Yassir Obeid reported
last week th2¢ soldiers had
fired tear gas and rubber
bullets in the hospital, and
used rifle butts on him and
another doctor, before drag-
ging away two boys, aged 10
and 11, to tie them up and
beat them.

mas day because the scab-
run plant was working. They
sent a team around Maine .
holding meetings to get more
support.

More than 400 people

braved sub-zero tempera-
tures to attend a rally on the
Canadian border in January,
~and Canadian trade union-
ists have crossed to join the

ickets. The strike is also
eing waged at International

Paper plants in Pennsylva-
nia, Alabama and Wis-
consin.

On 5 February, there was

- a dramatic new twist to the

- struggle, when strikers had
to alert the town council in
Jay and help evacuate resi-
dents because of a massive

. chlorine dioxide gas leak
from the paper mill. The

accident was caused by scab

-

E and

, r‘l-*-m:xk !..':"'5 S ..-” '... - .. .'.‘:' _'I

contractors fracturing
valves on the chemical

tanks.

As a huge cloud of green

gas hung over the plant, In-
ternational Paper bosses

NORTH IN DRUGS

TRIAL

LT.COLONEL Oliver
North, former White

'House security aide at the
centre of the Iran-Contra

arms scandal, has been
ordered to testify in a De-
troit drugs trial, concern-

ing marijuana and

cocaine smuggled inte
Michigan from South
America. |

Whiles the Reagan
administration tries to
oust Panama General
ex-CIA
Noriega who has been in-

dicted by US courts on | |

drugs smuggling
charges, Reagan aide
North will be questioned
about the use of US gov-

8 ernment-financed planes

S

:"j to smuggle drugs into the |

United States.

Christmas Day picket at international Paper. Shipbullders’ Iocél vice-president Mickey Meader (left) joins striking paperworkers.

struggle

tried to say it wasn’t serious.
‘IP shows as much concern
for the people of the Andros-
coggin Valley as Union Car-
bide did for the people of

" Bhopal,’ said union Local 14

president Bill Meserve.

Although he’s no socialist,'

nor a workers’ leader, Jesse
Jackson has set out to win
the workers’ votes with a
charter declaring ‘When Jes-
se Jackson Wins . . . Work-
ers Win’, and he declared
backing for the paperwor-
kers early in his campaign.

‘Make March 8 a vote for a
Workers’ Bill of Rights’,
Jackson is urging before
next week’s Democratic
Party primaries in 20 states.
His charter calls for the
right to a job, right to a
democratic union, right to
health and safety at work,
right to freedom from discri-
mination.

None of these things can be
expected from the Democra-
tic Party, even if its corrupt
party bosses and career men

agent 3

were to find Jesse Jackson
as their hopeful. Both
geacher-man Jackson and

s party are tied to capi-
talism. |

Nevertheless, the big vote
for Jackson in Maine, which
seems sure to boost his
chances further on 8 March
in the southern states, is sig-
nificant. |

It shows that a sizeable

roportion of the US voters, -

lack and white, do want a
change. There is a class
struggle in the United States,
reflected however dimly
even in the capitalist Demo-
cratic Party, in support for a
candidate who spoke to

workers as workers.

.Ironicallf, just when the
‘listening’ leaders of the the
British Labour Party and
their ad-men advisers have
been trying to turn their par-
ty into a version of the Amer-
ican Democrats, workers in
the United States are ex-
ressing their crying need
or a working-class party.

Six months’ out and still fighting. Internizciicnal Paper workers
and families at rallv at Jay, Maine.
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NATIONAL problems in the Caucusus
have suddenly taken centre-stage in the
ongoing political drama being played out
in the Soviet Union. o

Over a million people took to the streets of
Yerevan, capital of the Armenian Soviet Repub-
lic, on Friday, 26 February, demonstrating for

the return to Armenia of the Nagorno-Karabakh
region, in the neighbouring Azerbaijan republic.

Troops who had been sent into the Yerevan
television studios were withdrawn when the staff
threatened to strike.

Azerbaijan Soviet Republic
in 1923. Nakhchevan today
has an Azerbaijani, Turkish-
tion, but Karabakh remains

over two-thirds Armenian
populated.

i Y DAVID Armenia, once an indepen-
a‘s%lig(t)il:,%l; ;? ?‘.hg mg_l gonmm dent, Christian kingdom,

spanning what is now the
- kish-Soviet border, has a
rich history and culture. Af-
ter centuries under Turkish
and Russian domination, its
people suffered badly in the
war and imperialist carve-
up that ended the Ottoman
empire in World War I.

1915

About 600,000 Armenians
were massacred in a savage
onslaught by Turkish forces

“in 1915, and most of the re-
mainder deported from Tur-
kish Armenia. The Allied im-
perialists, deciding there
was no mineral wealth worth
grabbing in Armenia, re-
neged on promises to the
Armenian nationalists.

Soviet Armenia, set up af-
ter the defeat of imperialist
intervention forces and the

nian people are genuine
enough, discontent with a
particularly corrupt Sta-
linist bureaucracy in
Soviet Armenia, and over
issues like appaling in-
dustrial pollution, have
fuelled the explosion of
popular feeling.

Talks

enough enemies,’ said
poetess Silva Kaputikyan,
returned from visiting the
Soviet leader. ‘Now he needs
our he!ﬁ; by our calming
down.’ The Catholikos, hea
of the Armenian church, had
already joined Gorbachev in
appealing for ‘calm’ and
patience.

During the Armenian lead-
ers’ talks with Gorbachev he
reportedly promised their
grievances would be looked
into, and said he had deleted
references to ‘nationalist ex-
tremism’ — alleged pre-
viously by the Central Com-
mittee — from his intended
television speech.

At the same time, he
warned them that the Arme-
nian trouble was ‘stabbing
perestroika in the back’.

Two Armenian cultural
leaders were flown to Mos-
‘cow after the big demonstra-
tion, for talks with Gor-
bacilev, and on Sunday
night, a meeting in the Wri-
ters’ Union building in Yere-
van decided to give the
Soviet leader a break to
show whether he means to
redress their grievances.

- The meeting, involving
Armenian intellectuals, pub-
lic figures, and members of
a committee that has sprung
up during recent demonstra-
tions, decided to suspend
further demonstrations in

Yerevan until 26 March.

There could still be demon-
strations in Nagorno-
Karabakh’s regional centre,
Stepanakert, where the local
party has said it favours re-
turn to Armenia. |

If the Supreme Soviet of
‘the USSR does not set up a
commission to look into the
Nagorno-Karabach issue by
then, the demonstrations in
Armenia will resume.

‘Mikhail_ Gorbachev has

Secret deal against
~lIranian refugees

} TURKISH prime minister Turgut Ozal
flew to Iran on 29 February for a three
f day official visit.
Embraced as he stepped off the plane by Iran’s prime
minister Hussein Musevi, Ozal said he was ‘glad to

‘come to Iran a third time’, and emphasised they would
be discussing all aspects of relations between the two

(Dashnaks) who aided them,
has been the focus of patrio-
tic feeling even for the many
Armenian Diaspora com-
munities abroad. »
Their pride in its contribu-
tion to Soviet life, and the
defence of the Soviet Union
against fascism in World

Slogans

Among the slogans most
seen on the Yerevan demon-
stration was ‘Karabakh —
the test of perestroika’.
(perostrotka, or restructur-
ing, is the general term used
for Gorbachev’s reform poli- -
cies, which his section of the
bureaucracy sees as neces-
sary to strengthen their posi-
tion by liberalising the eco-
nomy, but the Soviet masses
see as their chance to take on
the bureaucracy.

Karabakh and Nakhche-
van were two regions of
Armenia transferred to the

content with Stalinism.

Turkish

Armenian bitterness to-
wards the right-wing Tur-
kish regime, fanned to fury
by the latter’s refusal to ack-

in Tehran recently to explain
Soviet plans to the Iranian
authorities.

Fits

In this way, NATO govern-
ments have been able to
learn where Afghanistan fits

i countries. in Soviet-Iranian rela-
| Turkey is seeking to boost its tionships, since Turkey is a
? trade with Iran to $1,400,000. NATO member. Ozal was in

Tehran for Western im-
perialist, as well as Turkish
capitalist interests.

BY EROL

There are also plans for a
REFIK

new oil Jripeline between

Ahvaz and the Turkish port
of Iskenderun.

Another item was un-
doubtedly on the two lead-
ers’ agenda, though net re-
f ferred to in the official com-

munique. It was the condi-
tions and fate of the Iranian
refugees in, Turkey.

Steal

There are about one mil-
lion of them, and every day
more steal across the bor-
der, despite the risks of
being shot by border guards,

or simply masses of Iranians
who cannot stand life under
the Islamic fanatics’ regime.

_ In return for Turkish help
in clamping down on the re-
fugees, the Iranian regime is
repared to connive at Tur-
1sh operations against Kur-
dish guerrillas.

Although some Kurdish
groups operate from Iran in
actions against the Iraqi reg-
ime, so far the inviting NEPEERRENAE,
target of Iraq’s oil pipeline  Oza/
has been protected by Tur We are calling on the

Kish troops. | workers’ movement interna-

or being extradited after . .
Soviet withdrawal from  tionally to give full support

they have got through. " 2 o to the rights of Irani
i i- anistan was discusse 0l lraman re-
The refugees include poli gh fugees, and support the

tical opponents of Khomeini, between Ozal and Mussevi. _ )
youngriggn refusing to serve Soviet deputy Foreign Minis- struggles to get rid of Ozal
in his reactionary ‘holy war’.  ter Vladimir Petrovsky was and Khomeini.

speaking maJorig popula-

Armenian Social Democrats

War I1, has not obscured dis-

nowledge the 1915 genocide,
and a long conspiracy of in-
difference by the UN, led to
terrorist outrages to force
the Armenian question back
on the agenda.

The Armenian Stalinists,
and possibly the Bulgarian
secret service (for its own
reasons) may have opportu-
nistically encouraged the
Armenian Secret Army,
seeing Armenian national-
IsSm as a diversionary asset.
Now, Armenian national
feeling rebounds on the
bureaucracy, and they don’t
like it.

It is highly significant that
unresolved national prob-
lems have re-erupted at this
historic juncture. In some of
his last political battles,

waged from his sickbed,

Lenin warned against and
fought the bureaucratic
tendency of Great Russian
chauvinism evinced by Sta-
lin in his treatment of the
peoples of the Caucusus.

Stalin

The Armenian National
Commiittee, in a statement
issued recently, observes:
‘During the dark era of Sta-
lin’s dictatorship mnot only

was the Leninist principle of

‘‘cultural-national auton-
omy’’ for the nationalities
forgotten, but the totalita-
rian Soviet government,

- under the guise of socialism,

became itself an oppressive
state for the non-Russian na-

tions within the Soviet

Union.’

The committee quotes
Soviet economist Abel G.
Aganbegyan as saying that
far from bringing promised
economic development to
the Karabakh and Nakche-
van territories, their incor-
poration into Azerbaijan had

SRS,
SRR
TR

Iranian refugees and their supporters picketing the Turkish airline offices
" last Saturday, against the visit of the Turkish prime minister Turgut Ozal
on an offical visit to the Islamic Regime of Iran.
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held back their develop-
ment. |

Status

Although the Nagorno-
Karbakh region has official-
ly had autonomous status
within Azerbaijan, the
Armenian committee
charges that ‘for several de-
cades it has become clear to
the outside world that the
Leninist nationality policy of
egalitarian treatment and
respect for national cultural
rights, has not been carried
out by Azerbaijani Soviet
government.’ -

Last year, corruption and
crime in the Armenian re-
public’s own bureaucracy
was exposed in the Soviet
press. It was alleged that the
republic’s police chiefs were

the link between the
bureaucracy and organised
crime.

Armenians themselves
have raised serious issues
about what is being done to
their homeland by
bureaucratic economic poli-
cies.

® Following the Chernobyl
disaster in the Ukraine, it
was reported that contamin-
ated milk and other food-
stuffs had been shipped into
Armenia.

@® Fears were expressed
that a major nuclear disas-
ter could happen in Arme-
nia, where a nuclear power
station has- been built in an
active earthquake zone.
Opponents point out also that
20 per cent of electricity
generated in Armenia Is ex-
ported to nearby countries.

® Lake Sevan, Armenia’s
main water resource, has be-
come seriously polluted by
industrial waste.

BN B
R TG

One out,
- All out

ALL 43 executive members of Turkey's opposi-
tion Social Democratic People’s Party resigned
with general secretary Fikri Saglar, after Par-
liamentary leader, Professor Erdal Inonu
announced on 28 February that he was resigning
as party leader and from parliament.

Inonu, son of a former president, led the new party to

second place in November’s general election. It is now
reported divided over the Kurdish issue and economic

molicy.
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|

iseveral Armenians had been

@® Armenian towns arc.
among the most industrially
lluted in the Soviet Union.
rge amounts of chemicals
and tﬁases have accumulated
in the atmosphere around
Yerevan, and have reported-
}ﬂ caused a high rate of ster-
ility among the population
and birth defects.

Armenians say that for
many years they were un-
able to say what they
thought and felt about
issues. Now all their
accumulated grievances and
resentments are finding poli-
tical expression. The calls
for glasnost (openness) and

rotka have unleashed
orces the bureaucracy does
not control. The genie 1s out,
and they may be unable to
get it back. -

The nationality issue was
among the first on which the
bureaucratic degeneration

tht was Stalinism showed
e that has

itself. The struggl
erupted in national form in
Armenia is not just an
‘Armenian question’, but an
ofening battle in the strug-
ge for genuine workers’
emocracy throughout the
Soviet Union — the political
revelution. As such it is an
international question.
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Azerbaijan
clashes

SOVIET police and
armoured cars intervened in
clashes in Azerbaijan, the
'Soviet republic between
‘Armenia and the TCaspian
‘Sea, bordering Iran.

Blaming a ‘group of hooli-
‘gans’, the official Tass agen-
lcy spoke of a ‘rampage and

——— i A F e 3

violence’ in the industrial

city of Sumgait, north of
‘Baku. Later reports said

killed in the city.
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TOTAL freedom for private little as six mm;lths. - , t})ccupiers will probably be given en- ;lrfdi?i((iis{?alllgteﬁgg?:i‘leggiiggisﬁgei
» LHU warns that new grounds for litlements to an ‘assured tenancy’ once . \ :
lan(;l lord.s to force up ren.ts eviction are also planned, for example the property has changed hands, but on to pick an alternative lan
a;l ev!:l: t:lenan‘];lst aft will being in arrears for any amlount, no the lziasis described above for new ggroulggghg;gggggguﬁ%gfsfng
along wi eri Oof Droop- matter how small, and being late with rented accomodation, i.e. vastly in- - : tOUS g -
ertygﬁrms to gragb occgpigd the rent. | | flated rents and a far wider basis for T.r.ustts will b‘igle key dlsttnb‘m
‘1 h . k The report concludes in regard to = €victions. | - fisations In this repsect.
counci ousing are Key rented accomodation: ‘The results of A | | .
aspects of the Tory Housmg gitecontrollinlgtlignts andtll'leducing securi Housing action trusts Changes fo succession ru
- ity on new lettings as the governmen | S : : |
Bill, on course to becomg law pg’opo-ses will theretore ac be an in-  These will likely be boards of local ’tll‘lhe T(inesbplanh!;ohdrasthaﬂgr;
this summer crease honumborofnew afordable  IEVIRS %o BroBery devlopers, e, T by vhich  priva
¢ ‘ , ' ’ imply hi ecretary of State, - |
‘The pamphlet, ‘Just Homes? tenanaeg avatlable, but .ilmfply lllg?il_‘ with powers to renovate and sell off the death or departure of the oc
from the Lond H Unit rents and more insecurity for all le , A relat faf ¢ t (b
. lon Housing Uni tings of existing property in the mar- homes acquired and transferred to A relative ol a lormer tenant (
| (LHU) summarises the proposals ket. And of course greater pressure on them by the government. Sale will be to spouse) will need to have lived
and warns of their certain devas- xisting tenants to move out or non local authority landlords. former tenant for five years
tating effects on the homeless and higher T s ° or Py they are entitled to acquire th
g el  On U | 1gher rents. | The LHU report states that Housing cy. This would clearly disba
on ethplc minor ities, women, the .. . o Action Trusts ‘will have a major im- returning, offspring who have
low paid, disabled people, leSPIans, Achlrlng publl_c sector housmg pact on a local authority’s ability to family home to marry or live i
gay men and people on a variety of with secure tenants | meet the housing need of local people dently but who have found no
state benefits. | because they will reduce the pool of accomodation.
| . . A new landlord, which may be a pri- available accomodation even further.’ | |
It sees as the general aims of the bill vate company or a housing association, S Imolicat:
promotion of competition in the rented will have the right to acquire council Break f | estates mplications |
housing sector, further encouragement housing over the heads of sitting ~preak up of council estates The LHU believes that the Housin
of owner occupation, a new reduction in : &
P ) tenants. | The Tories’ declared aim is to ‘break - have several effects on the great

the role of local authorites as providers
of housing and the break up of the
larger concentrations of council hous-
ing in the inner cities to the benefit of
‘the major property developers.

Rented accommodation

In the name of increasing the supply of |
private rented accomodation the
Tories are planning to remove legal
controls over rent levels and to virtual-
ly eliminate security of tenure on most
new lettings. | |

~ | - They believe that allowing landlords
| to evict at will and make vast profits

from continuously rising rents will en-

tice them into releasing more property

onto the rented accomodation market.

Under the new rules: ‘an assured
tenancy would be given for a fixed

period of a number of years or would

simply run from week to week or | - }
month to month. . . .

. Tenancy conditions and the rent

would be agreed between the landlord

and tenant. Where they cannot agree, a

Rent Assessment Committee would

assess a ‘“‘market’’ rent to ensure that

the return to the landlord is adequate.’

The LHU adds ‘It should be noted

that landlords will probably be able to | B |
charge in excess of a Rent Assessmen Squatters under threat of eviction from a London Council estate

| | Committee level.’ |

With short term tenancies, landlords |
would have the right to retake posses- B Y B E R N A R D F R A N KS
sion of the property on expiry of the | |

rental period, which legally may be as
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For an International §
Conference in 1988 forg
the Re-organisation of
‘ the Fourth
MEGEDIELR

THE WAY
FORWARD

THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE FOR
RE-BUILDING THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL

MANCHESTER CARDIFF

Sunday Thursda
aay
March 27th, 2 p.m.  Aqyil 7th, 7.30 pm,
Committee Room 10, Brownhills Hotel
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MOSCOW TRIALS
CAMPAIGN
PUBLIC MEETING
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1 CLEAR THE NAMES OF
. STALIN'S VICTIMS!

er by already disadvantaged people in public and Manchester Town Hall,
right’ pr'l‘va:‘e ren:ed accommodatlon or in none. St Peters Squ are. GLASGOW
d’ or The homeless:
agen- " . Sunday 20 March 1988 Sunday
ti A huge Increase In the use of bed and | |
(c)rlgoan ll:reakfast h(:itqls to houtse homeless (f)%mlileﬁ , March 20th, 11 a.m.
- as occurred in recent years, a product o =
the fall in the numbers of houses and flats 2 2.30 p.m. g%'h;wo?d ;' otel,
that councils can make available to new 3 LONDON rayle Street
tenants. The number of such dwellings has
> Rmber 7 peopie relerred o heuiing de | . Sunday
i umber of pe using de- s = . :
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n on "LHU Soos the now broposs Sidmouth Street ingsway Princefon
on LHU sees the new proposals as leading to ‘ College Wednesday
oyl b S (off Grays Inn Road) WCI Sidmouth Street  March 23rd, 7.30 p.m.
th the Meanwhile homelessness will increase (near Kings Cross) off Grays Inn Road Unemeloyed |
efore dramatically because the new high rents London WC1 Workers’ Centre
will put accomodation beyond the reach of Charles Street
nan- an ever increasing mass of low paid people
from or those on benefits unable t0 afford deCon- W e e
the trolled tenancies. : |
epen- Minorities:
table

The majority of the report is taken up with
the huge increase in discrimination against
particular groups that the new law will
allow and may even encourage. Landlords
will have far greater licence and more

WORKERS REVOLUTIONARY PARTY

BASIC PRINCIPLES OF MARXISM

ill will excuses at their disposal or bar those they
ass of {ﬁar might have dlfflcul(tfy paying, tlhosehwhlo | |
ey see as nuisances (for example wheel- - .
chasirr users) and those they are grejudiced Lectures at Room 301, Kingsway Princeton College, Grays Inn Road, London WC 1

against: Asians, black people, families with
children, lesbians, gays, young people or

All lectures start at 7.30pm

other matters affecting poor people:
changes in the social security system and
housing benefit due this April may have a
direct effect on the ability of many more
people to pay for accomodation.

For example supplementary benefit is to
be abolished and replaced with Income
Support which will pay no addition for
householders (who currently get a higher
{iate )than those living with friends or rela-

ves).

It is also likely that the Tories will even-
tually bar the vast majority of under 18s
from Income Support to force them into YTS
and other schemes. | '

Meanwhile, some £640 million in total is

being removed from the Housing Benefit
budget with over two-thirds of recipients

~ losing out. Clearly, in the face of thise new

inroad into the elemntary right to be housed
public and private tenants have a direct
Interest in linking with the minority group-
ings and with the homeless to plan commun-
ity action in defence of their rights.

Unity with trade union organisations and
the formation of national organisations is
vital if the government onslaught is to be
defeated.

At the same time local communities

Thursday 3 March

The Ryssian Revolution,

Stalinism and Trotskyism
SEVENTY vyears ago, the Russian workers, led by the
Bolsheviks, overthrew Tsarism and capitalism, and th world
socialist revolution began. The rise of a bureaucracy within
the Soviet state led to the betrayal of the revolution, but not its
destruction. |

Thursday 10 March

The Fourth International Today |
FIFTY years ago, Trotsky led those who fought to-continue
the work to prepare the world revolution in the foundation of
the Fourth International, World Party of Socialist Revolution.
After decades of crisis, the time has come for the re-founding
of the Fourth International.

Thursday 17 March
The Significance of
| the Preparatory Committee
THE Workers Revolutionary Party has issued a Ten Point Call
to revolutionary Trotskyists throughout the world to prepare a

-conference in 1988 for the re-organisation of the Fourth

International. The campaign for the Preparatory Committee
and its work in progress sheds new light on many fun-
damental problems of revolutionary leadership. -

- READING:

Cliff Slaughter, Marx and Marxism

Marx and Engels, The Communist Manifesto
Marx, Wage Labour and Capital

Lenin, The State and Revolution

Trotsky, The Death Agony of Capitalism and the Tasks of the
Fourth International

£20,000 Special Fund

" THE FUND STANDS AT: £1,924.92

WE received £73.02 this week for our Special Fund.
We are determined to pilay our full part in the

should begin to think in terms of taking
responsibility and planning for their own
housing needs, removed from the influence
and control of property developers, finan-

against Stalin’>m, and we must now engage in a tar
reaching campaign to build Trotskyist parties in every

. ciers, Tory politicians and their associates. Preparatory Committee campaigning for the Interna- ~ country against the treachery of Stalinism today.
This must certainly involve seizure amd tional Conference of Trotskyists to take place later this - Meetings are being held to discuss this conference
occupation of long-term empty properties as . year, and the principles on which it has been calied.

well as vigorous campaigns against spe-
culative commercial development in re-
sidential areas.

@® ‘Just Homes’ obtainable from The Lon-
don Housing Unit, Berkshire House, High
Holborn, London WC1V 7AA

Help us in this work. Every donation, large or smali
will be greatly appreciated. Please make collections
and send in donations to:

WRP Special Fund
PO Box 735, London SW9 7Q¢

This means raising our fund to finance international
travel and communication so that the Committee can
reach out to those new forces coming into the struggle
against imperialism all over the world.

The Fourth International was founded in the struggle




Slaughter on campus

A BAND of highway patrolmen entered a
university firing as they came. Within mi-
nutes three students lay dead or dying and
another 27 were injured: mostly they had
been shot in the back or sides fleeing from
the police. Where did this happen? In Para-
guay or South Korea, or perh?s in the
Soviet Union (frequently accused of being
negligent on human rights)?

Wrong. The campus was not situated in

‘South Africa or the Lebanon, but in the good

old USA. To be precise, it hapened on 8
February, 1968 on the mainly black campus
of the South Carolina State College in
Orangeburg.

The students were carrying on a peaceful
demonstration over the segregation of a
local bowling alley: more generally they
were calling for the rights they supposedly
had under the Civil Rights Act of 1964.

The incident received little attention at
the time. The Associated Press put out a
false report that the killings took place in
‘an exchange of fire’, but there is no evi-
dence that the students were armed or bent
on violence. The indifference arose from the
fact that the victims were black and that the
university was situated in the deep South
which still practiced diserimination despite
the Civil Rights Act. A Federal Jury de-
clined to issue indictments against the pat-
rolmen. Nine of them were later charged

- with imposing summary punishment with-

out due process of law. Although the defence
tore to pieces the state’s version of events,
there were no convictions. In any case, the
maximum penalty on this charge was one
year in gaol. The Orangeburg massacre
caused no outery like that which followed a
similar incident at Kent State where the
victims were middle class and white.

It still goes on

At time of writing 200 students were
occupying buildings at the University of
Massachusetts in Amherst protesting
racialism on campus. The occupation was
decided on in protest at nothing being done
at;lout the beating up of two students by five
whites.

In another incident campus police seized
seven black students at random for a line-up
after a white student claimed she had been
harassed by a black man.

The sit-in is to demand a tougher civil
rights code and a full investigation of the
incidents.

Racial incidents on the Amherst campus
+re no new thing. In October 1986 a black
student was set upon. Blacks represent
about five per cent of the 20,000 students.
With growing support it seems likely that
the ruling university bodies will have to
accede to the demands of the protesters, but
it is unlikely that this will improve race
relations in the university.

Corruption as a system

of government

"RONALD REAGAN has presided over a
wider range of official misdeeds than any
other president in our history’ claims the
liberal weekly, ‘The Nation’, and that is
saying something.

Particularly involved in the Jiggery-
pokery are a number of Ronald’s best Cro-
nies from his California days. They include
Lyn Nofziger, who has recently been found
guilty of violating the Ethics in Government
Act which prevents former high administra-
tion officials from lobbying former col-
leagues within one year of leaving office.

Influence peddling has also been widely
alleged against the incumbent Attorney-
General, Edwin Meese and another Reagan

Intimate, Michael Deaver,
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Apa~t from a few people of this kind with
high ., _sih.lity, the House Committee on the

Civil Service has a list of more than 200

Reagan appointees accused of legal viola-
tions and ethical lapses. They include unau-

thorised use of government funds such as
padding out expense accounts, using gov-
ernment cars for private purposes, putting
girl friends on the pay-roll and billing for
more days of work than were actually done.

Corruption is endemic in American poli-
tics. Many politicians are on the take and on
the make whether Republican or Democrat.
The big corporations desperately need con-
tracts and have plentiful funds which lob-
byists use to gain the support of Congress-
men and officials on behalf of their clients.

Meanwhile, in the drive for de-regulation
under Reagan several government agencies
which the administration (facing a hostile
Congress) is not able to abolish are being
stripped of their teeth, to the detriment of
workers and consumers. For example, the
Occupational Safety and Health Adminis.-
tration which is supposed to maintain stan-
dards of health and safety in industry, has
practically given up. In effect, officials and
employers are in collusion not to apply

safety standards.

The head of the agency from 1981/1984,
Thorne Auchter, had to resign when it was
found that he had approved the dismissal of
penalties for breach of safety regulations by
a firm of which he was president. In the case
of nuclear power, the official regulatory
body, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission,

has practically abdicated and a body
fornqed by the privately-owned power gen-
eration firms has taken over responsibility
for the safety of nuclear power and the
Inspection of nuclear power stations.

The body called the Legal Services COr-
poration, set up to help low income people to
obtain legal advice, has been deliberately
starved of funds. Reagan appointees have
milked it in their personal interest. The
chairman of this agency from 1981/1982
submitted an expense account which in-
cluced travel expenses of $442 per day. The
LSC dlrectqr, William Olson, besides his
salary, received hefty consulting fees from
the government.

LT

. The Consumer Product Safety Commis-
Sion, a watchdog organisation set up after
prodding by Ralph N ader, is also particular-
ly hated by the Reaganites although they
have been unable to abolish 1t altogether.
Concerned with protecting the consumer
against unsafe products (responsible for
130,000 deaths and injuries each year) its
budget has been slashed so that it has been
unable to check many products which might
prove dangerous or even lethal. It has not
1ssued a final safety regulation since 1984.

Although it finally banned three wheel
all-terrain vehicles, responding to public
outcry, it did so only after years of delay,
during which there were nearly 700 deaths
and 300,000 injuries.

The head of this agency, Terrance Scan-
lon, was accused of using office staff to deal
with his real estate. Despite ample evidence
of abuse of office, Scanlon was confirmed in
the job in 1986.

The treatment of the Civil Rights Com-
mission also illustrates the Reaganites’ con-
tempt for minorities. The Commission
under its boss, Clarence Pendleton, has
been fighting against, not for, civil rights.
Pendleton was sued by a former employer
on charges which included fraud, breach of
contract, intent to deceive and defraud and
misuse of funds.

Meanwhile, the General Accounting
Office cannot account for $175,000 of the
agency’s funds. The Reaganites have found
it is useful to keep these regulatory bodies in
existence because they can use them to
personal advantage. Under the cloak of high
morality, their greed drives them to seek
more money, sometimes at the public’s
expense, or as a pay-off for the favours they
are able to do, or get performed on behalf of
their friends in the business wnrld

Freedom of religion

EARLY this year a handful of religious
fanatics gave up their jobs, dropped out of
cgllegg and shut themselves up in their tiny
church..

They said that they were protecting them-
selves from a destructive tornado which
would express God’s wrath at the wicked-
ness of man. -

The state authori? removed five people
from the church under a court order. A 47
year-old teacher and her daughter of 16
were forced to undergo psychiatric ex-
amination against their will. Two children
were seized, put in charge of a relative and
sent back to school, while a man was
ordered to undergo a kidney and dialysis
treatment. |

Where did all this happen? In Chile? In the
Soviet Union? Wrong again, it was in Gary,
Indiana.

The church sitters-in have seen several

predicted dates for the tornado come and
go, but they remain undeterred in their

faith. Weather experts say that tornados

seldom strike in Indiana at this time of the
yvear. | -

Perhaps it will end as a bloody shoot-out
similar to that when dissident Mormons
barricaded themselves in, in a a house in

Utah.

The era of

belt-tightening

EUROPEANS and Japanese do like to get
their own back on the once almighty dollar.
This was illustrated recently at a confer-
ence in Switzerland on the theme: ‘The new
state of the world economy’ attended by
about 1,000 top business executives, civil
servants and economists.

A popular theme was that the US, with its
vast trade deficit, was living beyond its
means and that, as a result, consumption
should be cut and belts tightened.

When proposals of this kind are made in
such an atmosphere it is obvious that the
Americans who assented to this were not
intending to tighten their own belts.

After all, they were meeting in an expen-

sive alpine resort and guzzling down that
ample Swiss food.

They were thinking of cutting wages and
social expenditure benefiting the working
class. Their call to the rich is to get richer;
the same old capitalist slogan. Neverthe-
less, it must have been galling for the

.......
.....

Civil rights demonstration USA 1964

f

Americans present to have to listen to one
European or Japanese speaker after

-another making this demand for belt-

tightening and other forms of austerity.

It must have sounded very much like the
demands of the World Bank on poor under-
developed countries trying to borrow a bit
more money to avert total collapse. The
gratuitous advice to the USA included the
encouragement of savings, higher interest
rates, increased taxation and, especially, a
lower level of consumption.

The finance minister of tiny Holland,
Omno Ruding, did not hesitate to prescribe
a whole programme of measures of this kind
for Washington. To rub salt in the wound he
added that the United States has become a
debtor country and hasn’t yet become con-
scious enough of its new position.

A speaker from another tiny, if wealthy
country, Mr Frehner of the Swiss Bank, was
pessimistic about the possibility of the US
overcoming its trade deficit by exporting
more goods to Europe.

‘What does the US produce that we im-
port?’ he demanded with typical Swiss
courage.

‘It hardly makes televisions any more; it
hardly makes cameras. If we import more
goods we’ll probably buy them from some-
where other than the US.’

(Although the report does not say so, he
probably turned to the Japanese and Ko-
reans at this point and winked.)

All this means that the surest way to
reduce the American trade deficit is for the
US to consume less, which means importing
less (at this point a grimace probably passed
across the faces of the otherwise inscrutable
Japanese and Koreans).

James Howell, from Stanford University,

tried to present the American case.

The fall in income, he claimed, would only
be about four per cent and would only have
to last about 12 years.

Some participants saw this as a certain
recipe for another depression. On the whole
they seemed to be a gloomy lot; as usual,
looking to Washington to do something.

They wanted to prevent the dollar from
falling furthe;', and the exporting countries’
Spokesmen did not want to see American
imports fall away.

. How this could be achieved at the same
time as the trade balance was restored and
the standard of living cut remained a riddle
without a solution at this, and similar,
gatherings where the brightest capitalist
Intellects grapple with that puzzle,  more
testing than Rubrik’s cube: how to keep
capitalism going into the 21st century.
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The Fatal Shore. By Robert
- Hughes. Pan, £5.95

AN ASTONISHINGLY
detailed account of the
‘experience of 160,000
men women and chil-

dren transported to

Australia in the white
invasion of that conti-
nent. Highly recom-
mended now it 1Is 'In
paperback.

As well as terrible
accounts of convict work
and convict punishments,
it is full of insights into
important questions in
the history of Australia
which have been high
lighted by the govern
ment’s attempt to stage a

‘bicentenary’ — the fate -

of the Aborigines, most
important of all, and the
origins of the organised
labour movement, which
Hughes argues can be
traced, at least in part, to
the transportation of poli-
tical prisoners, particu-
larly Irish republicans.

And The Band Played On.
By Randy Shiits. Penguin,
£8.95 |

A MASSIVE month-by-
month journalist’s
account of the suffer-

'STAUINIS IN FRANCE

ing of AIDS patients.

their family and
friends, particularly
centring on the San
Francisco gay com-

. munity which the au-

thor knows best. It can-
not fail to be moving; it
also manages a gos-
sipy lightness which in-
vites browsing. More

~seriously, it blames the

epidemic’s spread on
official homophobia

‘and perpetuates the

belief that AIDS began
in Africa. |

" The Global Fix. By Ben

Whitaker. Methuen, £7.95

READ this and reopen

the ‘pot or not’ debate

in recent issues of
Workers Press on
drugs and the law. It is
an alarming account

(‘Every banknote in

Miami has an average
of 35 micrograms of
cocaine adhering to it’)
which deals with the
profits and losers of

the illegal drug indus-
try. |
Whitaker makes pas-
sing mention of the irra-
tional, capricious laws,
which mean drinking
meths is legal, and ignore

problems caused by the
alcoholic and the chain-

o

smoker, but his particu-
lar form of liberalism
may be summed up when
he says:

‘Recreational drugs
are, for the most part,
evasion: a running away
from reality, when to-

day’s world all too

obviously cries out for
concerned involvement.

And later: °.

owes less to their intrin-

- sic appeal than to many

people’s dislike of pre-
ient-day existence.

The . Museum Time

Machine. Edited by Robert

Lumiey. Comedia/Rout-
ledge, £9.95

PARENTS and
teachers who have
been disturbed to find
museums presenting
the ‘free enterprise’

- view of the industrial

revolution or showing

women as housewives
in carefully recon--

structed Kkitchens or
using MSC teenagers
to renovate the relics
of the past will be
pleased to know this
book exists.

Here are the museum

e - —

. . the
rise in the use of drugs

ACCUSER of
CAPITALISM |

professionals worrying

about such issues, from

‘the most general discus-
- sion of the limitations and

commercialisation of re-
cycled nostalgia to speci-
fic instances of bias, such
as the influence exerted
by British Nuclear Fuels
10 Keep social questions
out of the nuclear dis-
plays at the Science
Museum.

The Mother Machine. By

Gena Corea. Women’s

Press, £6.95

DOES the new repro-
ductive technology of
the test tube baby era
render women in Bri-
tain and more espe-
cially the third world
‘invisible’, to be sold as
‘alternative reproduc-
tion vehicles’ (in the
words of an American
judge awarding a baby
to the sperm donor who
had contracted to buy
it).

Perilous medical proc-
edures, including egg

capture which has
already led to a number

of deaths, eugenic techni-

gues, the abortion of
female babies and so-
called surrogate mother-

hood in which women

(often in the poorest coun-
tries of the world) are

. effectively sold, have
.. aroused the anger of

John Maclean’s
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feminists like Gena
Corea, one of the found-
'ers of the Feminist Inter-
national Network of Re-

sistance to Reproductive

and Genetic Engineering

Her powerful book
argues that they have
some of their strongest
support in Germany,
where the experience of
‘breeding’ racially ‘desir-
able’ children in Hitler’s
‘Lebensborn’ (fountain of
life) experiment has not
been forgotten.

Nicaragua. By Doreen
Massey. Open University
Press, £4.50

MANAGUA, already
‘home for a third of
Nicaragua’s people,
continues to grow, with
migrants from the ru-

ral areas building

themselves houses as
best they can in ever
more sprawling squat-

- ter settlements.

Open University profes-
sor and urban researcher
Doreen Massey has work-
ed with the Nicaraguan
Institute for Economic
and Social Research.

She describes the diffi-

culties confronted by be-
leagured Nicaragua,
trying to plan the eco-
nomy .in the face of Un-
ited States economic and
military hostility. The

- cent times, says Pino
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Sandinista regime is
faced with a desperate
shortage of building
materials for the town
dwellers, and needs to
prioritise help for the
countryside where the
peasants are under con-
stant Contra threat. The
strategy, she says, is sur-
vival. -

Mafia Business. By Pino
Arlacchi. Oxford Universi-
~ ty Press, 4.95

THE THREE biggest
banking crashes in re-

Arlacchi, were caused
by illicit financial
deals. So his colourful
history of the Mafiosi
ends with his worries
about their influence
on the stability of capi-
talism.

The reader might be
forgiven for thinking the
‘firm’ he describes, the
large-scale entrep-
reneurs, personifies the
values of capitalism in
general rather well — as
he says, the Mafia are
innovative, with an
aggression he characte-
rises as ‘animal spirit’,
and exhibit an ‘element of
rationality and of capital-
ist calculation.’.

To his shock and sur-
prise, these qualities of
enterprise do not make
for the ‘collective
good’. . . |

VOLUME 1-THE FIRST TWENTY YEARS
 OF THE FRENCH COMMUNIST PARTY
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Vietnam and Trotskyism:

An important new publication from the Communist League of
Australia comprising a series of articles by Simon Pirani on
the struggle of the TIrotskyists in Vietnam. Together with
additional material from the Communist League, it makes this
booklet indispensable for all socialists concerned to learn the
real history of the Trotskyist movement and it’s life ard death
fight against Stalinism. |

Vol. 1: The first twenty
years of the French Communist Party
Invaluable for understanding the roots of the crisis in ;

French CP today, this book shows how the working
class was betrayed by Popular Frontism in 1936.

j i 191 pages illustrated. Price!£5_25+ 75p p.+p.
— IAvailable from: New Park Publications Ltd. 21-25 Beehive

Available from: New Park Publications Ltd, 21-25 Beehive
Place, London SW9 7QR, 01-274 6885; or from Paperbacks
Centres (see separate ad), 75p + 25p p&p.

Now available from
New Park Publications Ltd.
21-25 Beehive Place, London SW9 7QR.
£2.95p. Please add 50p p&p.

Placs, London SW9 7QR. 01-274 688S.
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A genuine all
trades unions
‘alliance

A. THOMAS asks some
pertinent questions in his let-
ter, Workers Press 20
February.

He asks: now that the call
for the one day general
strike on 14 March in support
of the health service workers
has been taken up widely in

the labour movement, how is
this to be achieved?

He wants to know whether
we should call on the TUC to
organise 1it; whether we
should organise at the grass
roots; what we would do next
and if it were to result in the
bringing down of the Tory

government what we would

-replace it with.

The nurses and other
health workers actions on 3
February and since have de-
monstrated their determina-
tion to defend the NHS
against Thatcher’s plans to
destroy it.

But the lessons of the min-'

ers’ strike, Wapping and
other major struggles, show
that no section of workers is
strong enough to defeat the
Tories on their own.

The health service belongs
“to everybody — not just to
those who work for it. It is

necessary to mobilise the.

maximum support of the en-
tire working class in its de-
fence.

In calling for the TUC to
call a one day general strike
‘In support of the health ser-

vice, do we really expect

them to do it? I believe not.
It was the TUC leaders who,
after all, left the miners iso-
lated for a year. If allowed,
- the TUC will also betray the
health workers.

We place demands on the
TUC in order to expose their
unwillingness to defend the
interests of the working
class and in so doing attempt
to create the conditions
where an alternative lead-
ership can be bulilt.

The fight to defend the
health service can only be
won by bringing down the
Thatcher government. What
would we replace the Tories
with? Another Labour gov-
ernment would be unable to
provide an adequate health
service. The attack on the
health service is dictated by
the international crisis of
capitalism. Capitalism in de-
cline can no longer afford a
health service and the
- Labour Party are the most

willing servants of capi-
talism. o

Therefore the struggle to

defend the health service has

‘a revolutionary content;
only the complete overthrow

of the capitalist state and the .

establisment of socialism
can provide health care for
the working class.

Today the working class is

on the offensive. Large sec-

tions of workers (eg: seafar-
ers and car workers) have
- def:ed their trade union
bure¢aueracy to confront the
Tories in defence of pay and
conditions.

Health workers now find
themselves In the forefront
of the struggle against
Thatcher. There is massive
support i the working class
for their fight and, as with
the Frickley miners and the
car workers at Elesmere
Port, many workers would
support a call for solidarity
action. ,

If the call for the one day
strike 1s to be successful it
must be organised in opposi-
tion to the TUC’s attempt to
hold back on the issue and
sew confusion.

I believe now would be an
appropriate time to call for
an All Trades Unions
Alliance (ATUA) conference,
on the issue of the health
service. ~

The ATUA used to be the
industrial section of the old
WRP before the split of 1985.

Under Healy the ATUA de-

generated into a propaganda
organisation, which held an
annual conference in a bid to

recruit new members to the
WRP.

Very little work was ever
done between conferences
and the organisation made
no serious intervention in the
class struggle — at least not

in the ten years I have been

in the party.

We must learn from our
past experience. Only a re-
volutionary Trotskyist party
can lead the struggle for the
health service to a success-

ful conclusion. The condi-

tions are fast maturing for
such a party to be built. I
believe we have not yet
reached a point where work-
ers will turn en masse to
such a party.

A genuine all trades unions
alliance, led by Trotskyists
opposing the trade union
bureaucracy, could win the
support of thousands of

workers and prove to be a
major influence in the com-
Ing struggles.

John Holmes
Croydon

Lormin

GEORGE Lormin’s article
in last week Workers Press,
‘New aspects of racism in
the USA’ (27 February) pre-
sents 8 one-sided, male
chauvinist position which
should not pass without com-
ment. .

Quoting from an article in
‘Black Scholar’, comrade
Lormin appears to accept
uncritically the views and
statistics put forward by
University of California pro-
fessor, Robert Staples.

Judging by the excellent
pieces the comrade regular-
ly writes for the paper, I

oubt if that is really the
case. |

For example the view is

expressed that it is black
males who bear the brunt of
American capitalism.

Aren’t there many black
women living in poverty,
with not even the very slim-
mest opportunities, and con-
fronted by the same prob-
{eg}ns black men are exposed

0’

Do they not suffer the con-
sequences to an even larger
extent? -

Are black women not dis-
criminated against on the
grounds of the colour of their
skin but also for their sex?

We need to explain the
reason why ‘invisible racial
barriers’ exist for blacks,
male and female, and dis-
mantle those barriers in
order to go forward.

In contrast to the overall
impression the article gives,
the photograph chosen to
tllustrate it shows a black

woman at the head of a de-

monstration in Alabama in
1963.

The importance of the role
of black women in the strug-
gles to come should not be
underestimated.

Trudi Jackson
South West London

Coming home

to roost

IN parts of Britain, journa-
listic horizons are becoming

~dark with chickens coming

home to roost. Payment for
the crossing of printers’
picket lines and the accept-
ance of Judas money for

doing the jobs of compositors

and typesetters is now being
demanded, not by their fel-

low trade unionists, but by

the print bosses.

Graham Parrett, presi-
dent of the Newspaper Socie-

ty, speaking at Newstec Con-
ference( a gathering of pro-
vincial newspaper panjan-
drums ) climaxed his
address with: ‘And, dare I
say it, the provincial news-
Pa%eér industry will gradual-
y become de-unionised.’

Trouble, there is, and not

only in the provinces.

The current issue of the
UK Press Gazette carries on
its front page in large black
type the headline: Show-
down at the Sun, followed in
body sized text by: The
News International has set
Friday as the deadline for its
journalists to accept a new
pay and conditions deal,
which includes surrendering
the four day week.

Further in the edition it is
reported that the North
Wales newspaper’s aim to
become non-union when
moving to its new £2.5 mil-
lion computerised headgquar-
ters. Commenting on the

position, the NUJ northern

organiser stated: ‘The com-

pany are definitely out to

deunionise. The managing
director has treated us with
nothin% but contempt all the
way through the negotia-
tions.’ |

‘The combined unions have
approached Delyn Borough
Council, a Labour authority,
which helped the firm relo-
cate with a lucrative site
offer.

Thompson Regional News-
papers are also brandishing
the big stick, attempting to
replace union/company
deals based on old agree-
ments with new contracts
that remove the right to col-
lective bargaining and other
established basic union
rights.

The dispute at the North
London Group of ‘give
aways’ continues with Ho-
ward Hannah, one of the 13
striking journalists, being
arrested and charged with
obstruction.

These are some of 1;h~e cur-
rent disputes involving the

-NUJ which as a trade union

is now in the position pre-
viously occupied by com-

- positors: they transform the

written word into page form
and eventually the printing
plates and are key factors in
the production of the outlook-
shaping and public opinion-

*

forming media. -
The way forward for the

- activists 1In the newspaper

unions is difficult. At the pre-
sent time, because of the
Wapping experience, the
grass roots consider ‘unity’
to be a very dirty word. Most
of the members view rela-
tionships on a ‘me first’
basis, an attitude that 1n
varying degrees has always

been present amongst orga-

nised workers, but today 1s
more pronounced. Although

‘big’ is not always beautiful, .

it is my. opinion, that cam-
paigning for the ‘bigness’ of
one union for all print work-
ers, is a major step deman-
ding the attention of all print
trade union activists.

A.W.Shute.

retired NGA member

Make way

THAT there is a ‘crisis of
leadership’ in the working
class movement cannot be
dsputed.

However, this crisis is not

to be found at source in the

working class itself.

In every new struggle mili-
tant and potentially revolu-
tionary leaders are pro-
duced.

That these new leaders are
not developed into revolu-
tionary cadres is the fault of
the organisations of the left.

Your editorial, 27 Febru-

“ary: ‘TUC must call a gener-

al strike on 14 March!’ typi-
fies the cause of this ‘crisis
of leadership’ displayed by
what should be vanguard
party leadership.

With hundreds of
thousands of workers having
taken class action despite

their union leaders; orga-
nised independently of their
TU bureaucracy through
strike committees; uniting
their ranks as a class across
trade and industrial divi-
sions — these masses of
workers who have taken the

initiative to struggle against

capitalist oppression and

scared the living daylights

out of the TU bureaucracy
are advised by your editorial
to ‘demand the TUC call a
general strike’!!

Is this what you call Marx-
ist leadership — a revolu-
tionary call to action?!!

- You state that the workers
are ‘looking for leadership to

mobilise a mass move--

ment. . . ’, and despite the
fact as you correctly state
‘. . . Labour and TU
leaders. . . compromise
and block every working
class assault on their
(Thatcher) regime’ your
leadership is to tell the work-
ers to depend upon those
very TUC and Labour fakers
to provide leadership in their
struggles.

Have we not experienced
through struggle itself the
gross betrayal of the miners
teachers, Ford workers etc
by these traitors who now
call for a day of action on 5
March only to seek to re-
establish their credentials
with the rising mass militant
movement only in order to
mislead and betray it at a
later stage?

My personal experience of
talking with strikers is their
fear that the TU bureaucrats
will step in to take control
out of the hands of the strike
committees and militant
leaders and betray the strug-
gle so causing defeat and
demoralisation and set back
the movement for years.

The slogan should surely
be: ‘No trust in the TU lead-
ers — build the rank and file
leadership and organisa-
tion’. |

Nurses, car workers, pub-

.......

)

Veeder-Root workers 'who

could

lic employees ete. are rising
up and are far ahead of the
TU leadership — they have
gone beyond the limitations
of the bureaucracy.

“Surely it is a retrograde
step to suggest that the TUC
give leaderssnvilfl by
stating ‘if’ the ‘TUC will not
take action to lead the strug-
gle then they must make
way for those who will’.

To tell nurses etc. to sub-
mit to their TU leaders, to

forsake their own indepen-

dent leadership and orga-
nisation is surely a step back
from militant class action.

Do we resort to the TU
ballot box to replace these
leaders as an alternative to
independent class action?

As revolutionary Marxists
we must call oni the rank and
file to demand that their
strike leaders and commit-
tees strengthen and extend
their rank and file organisa-
tion with representatives
from all sections of the work-
ing class movement, i.e. pen-
sioners, unemployed,
tenants etc. including social-
ist organisations, so that a
leadership and organisation
not beholden to the TU
bureaucracy and anti-TU
laws can mobilise the mas-
ses in the struggle against
the evils of capitalism.

Only by such a method can

a revolutionary Marxist par-
ty be built, the new workers’

leaders nutured into becom-

ing revolutionary class lead-
ers, and the struggle for
socialism advanced.

Tom Cowan
West Norwood

® WE are certainly not
asking the working class to

t'ig)enq on or submit to their
ormist and Stalinist lead-
ers. Experience from the past

~ has shown that on every deci-

sive occasion these leaders
will betray the working class

.\, ' ' .':'-. x : _4‘Q : ":':1::’{"::&‘ ‘; i
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IN THE biggest demonstration seen in Dundee
since the Health Unions’ strike of 1982, 4,Q00
marchers, overwhelmingly NHS and industrial

workers, turned out to protest against Tory plans

vo smash the NHS.

Workers are clear that

whether it is cuts made

by private sharks or by

in-house tendering it
means deaths.

Some leaders are not so
clear about this nor, it
seems, about the nature of
this Tory government, be-
cause they think pressure
will force them to hand over
the money.

That was the main theme
of the speeches despite the
many correct points made
(about city sharks etc.) after
the czmonstration had
wound its way through the
city streets, lined with sup-
porters including a grim-
reaper with placard, to the
Caird Hall.

All trade union banners
were present and each one
brought onto the stage be
hind the platform got a rous-
ing welcome especially fron
the women.

Majorie Mallor, Englist
MP, spoke out against profit
in the NHS. She said that
‘Scotland learned quicker
than us what Tories mean.

Marie McKenzie, a nurse
at Dundee Royal Infirmary,
said this is only the start of
an ongoing campaign and
that workers are not going to

" sit back and allow Thatcher

to dictate to us.

John McAllion, Labour
MP. thought ‘growing public

" Workers Press Seminar

\.‘
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)
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ed out for joining the Dundee day of action

into the hands of the capital-
ist class.

But has the working class
achieved a consctousness 0j
this fact long known to Marx-
ists? We believe not. To say
that the working class has
gone beyond the bureaucracy
would mean that the working
class, or at any rate decisive
sections of it, have broken
with reformism. Unhappily.
that is not as yet the case,
although we are convinced
that in the turbulent strug-

les now developing the basts
or that break exists.

But such a break cannot be
made spontaneously. Marz-
ism does not arise from the
working class. It is developed
in and through a Party which
co':z:{éio'c}sl}g{ works over the
w of human experience,
including the class struggle,
as the basis of its intervention
in the struggles of the work-
ing class.
~ The fact is that the working

‘class still turns to its refor-

mist-led organisations, the
trade unions especzallz, wheg;

it is confronted wit

pPro
lems. The swing to the left in
the Transport and General
Workers Union is but one re-
cent expression of this fact.

How to break the illusions
that the working class has in
its existing leaderships? We
believe it is still necessary to
place demands on these lead-
ers in order that they can be
tested out before workers,
many of whom (in local gov-
ernment for example) are
coming into conflict with the
employers and the state for
the first time.

This tactic of ‘course does

‘not_exclude the building up =
-and our full participation in

committees of action which
will unite all sections of
workers involved n struggle.
The WRP will fight for its
policies and programme in
such committees as part of
the building of an alternative
revolutionary leadership.

Editor

s

o't
......

........

awareness’ would force the
Tories to ‘begin to pump the
money back’. ~

Harry McLevy of the

| STUC, an ex-Dundee ship-

yvard worker, said ‘Millions
see the issue of the NHS as a
means of mobilising mass
resistance to the Tories’.

- He said the cuts were to
‘feed the careers of yuppies
in the City of London. Re-
sources should be planned to
meet the needs of people’.

He urged everyone to
‘walk into Michael Forsyth’s
constituency in Stirling on 5
March, tell him the game is
up, and force him to defend

- the National Health Service’.

Saturday 12 March

10am —4pm
Room 7 Lambeth Town Hall

3 Come along and lea
2 to write articles fc

rn the journalistic skills
r the Workers Pre
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O George Orwell’s ‘Nineteen Elghty
Four’, first published in Britain in
1949, is to be published in the Soviet
Union. | wonder Whether Russian readers

will be told in the introduction that this

book is a quadruple plagiarism (there is,

I’'m afraid, no other word for it).

Orwell borrowed his title-idea from
‘1992’, a satirical look into the future by
the French author Andre Maurois, pub-
lished in 1929.

For his content, Orwell drew heavily on
‘The Managerial Revolution’, written in
1940 by the American ex-Trotskyist
James Burnham (and itself largely based
on ideas about ‘bureaucratic collectivism’
put forward in 1939 by the Italian ex-
Trotskyist Bruno Rizzi in ‘La Bureaucra-
tisation du monde’ and criticised by Trots-
ky in the same year in a letter reprinted in
‘In Defence of Marxism’).

Orwell’s enormous debt to Burnham’
already highly derivative book is made
clear in his essay ‘Second Thoughts on
James Burnham’, published in the maga.
zine ‘Polemic’ in 1946;. and the society
disapprovingly presented in ‘Nineteen
Eighty-Four’ is very similar to the society
approvingly forecast by Burnham.
|  ‘Nineteen Eighty-Four’ owes an obvious
debt, too, to Aldous Huxley’s anti-Utopian
satire ‘Brave New World’ (1932), which
was itself largely based on ‘We’, the satir-
ical novel of the 1920s by the Russian
writer Evgeny Zamyatin, who died in
Paris in 1937.

‘We’, the first anti-Utopian novel of any
literary importance, was never published
in Russian, but appeared in New York in
an English translation, as well as in

French and Czech.

Fords stri

just as there are

Airlie a

'This fantasy about the 26th century AD
was Orwell’s fourth and principal source
for ‘Nineteen Ei hty-Four’ There are
many close similarities between the dysto-
pian societies portrayed in the two novels
resemblanoes

between their plots.
George Woodcock wrote in his study of

Orwell “The Crystal Spirit’ (1967): ‘Be-

tween “We” and “Nineteen Eighty-Four

the resemblances are so close In both

detail and structure as to leave little doubt
of Zamyatin’s direct influence on Orwell,
who admitted it freely.’

Orwell in fact contributed a review of
‘We’ to ‘Tribune’ in 1946, in which he was
apparently the first to point out that

Huxley’s ‘Brave New World’ was partly

derived from it.

This purely factual and wholly unmora-
lising account of Orwell’s multiple literary
debts in no way qualifies the admiration
for his style which I expressed here on 19
December, when I ranked him, with Ber-
nard Shaw and James Baldwin, as one of
the present century’s three masters of
English expository prose.

But Russian readers are obviously not
going to be given access to Orwell’s ‘Nine-

teen Eighty-Four’ because of its English

prose style. And to understand why glas-
nost is now to be extended to the hitherto
anathematised ‘Nineteen Eighty-Four’ we
have to disentangle, as I have tried to do,
that book’s complicated but in no sense

obscure pedigree.

The artistic progenitors of ‘Nineteen
Eighty-Four’ are Maurois, Zamyatin, and

Huxley, its political and intellectual prog-

enitors are Rizzi and Burnham. And in
this latter fact we have the key to the
whole puzzle.

The Soviet bureaucracy can now toler-
ate — indeed, can promote — a variety of
‘anti-—Stah’nism’ that has nothing whatev-
er to do with Marxism and that was in fact
developed in active opposition to Marxism.

What it cannot tolerate, and will not
republish, is a Marxist ana.ly31s of Stalin-
ism. So ‘Nineteen Eighty-four’ is to be

published, while the writings of ’I‘rotsky
remain banned

‘LEFT’ COVER FOR

- foric deal’.

It is im

putting up defensive earthworks against
%gs sf}{)read of Trotskyist ideas inside the

The rehabilitation of Bukharin is, in a
sense, one such rampart; the publication
of ‘Nineteen Eighty-four’, an ambiguous

piece of writing which can easily, though

falsely, be presented as a sort of quasi-

Trotskyism, is clearly another.

- How effective these transparent defen-
gsive devices will be in preventing the
spread of Trotskyist ideas within the
Soviet Union remains to be seen. Thought-
ful and inquiring young Russians wﬂl
inevitably become aware of the existence

of a Marxist critique of Stalinism, and will

inevitably want to read that critique for
themselves.

Bearing in mind what has been happen-
ing in Armenia, it seems to me that the
time is now ripe for some enterprising
organisation here in the west to publish
the original Russian text of Trotsky’s “The
Revolution Betrayed’ (1937), which Isaac
Deutscher describes as ‘one of the seminal

books of this century’, and to do every-

thing in its power to get copies of it into
the Soviet Union.

Sauce for the gander

A LONDON bookshop owner was fined
£2,000 last week for selling manuals or
how to kill, maim, and kidnap. The magis
trate who fined him said the material was
cruel, barbarous, and sadistic, glorified
violence, and constituted blatant en-
couragement to indulge in violence.

I hold no brief for the publishers and
pedlars of ‘survival’ handbooks and milit-
ary memorabilia — which generally, in
practice, seems to mean Nazi memorabi-
la. These neo-fascist gentry deserve far
more than a £2,000 fine, and a workers’
government would put them out of busi-

ness within 24 hours of coming to power.

But material that precisely corresponds

to the magistrate’s summary is freely

stewards commitics giter
another defied the recom-
‘mendation and called for re-
jection. The ballots rejected
by 60 per cent Murphy’s ‘his-

possible to avoid the conclusion
that the  Soviet bureaucracy are busy

available in bookshops and public libraries
all over the country.

I read last weekend, for instance, a
disgusting novel called “The Pious Agent’,

by John Braine, pubhshed by Eyre
Methuen in 1975.

This is as ‘cruel, barbarous, and sadistic’
as an I've read outside the British
Library’s Private Case, and ends with a
gloating description of a KGB agent wet-
ting himself w1th fright because of the
tortures he is about to endure under
interrogation by the British security ser-
vices. | |

If there is to be censorship, should it not

" be impartial?

A lot too much

‘1 HAVE a passion for words’, claims
Education Minister Kenneth Baker in the
‘Sunday Times’. ‘I want schoolchildren to
grapple with.language, to search for the
right word’, he adds. ‘English is close to
my heart.’ |

In the same article,
readers:

‘Thou gh natural in politicians, whose
official lot is to read, hear, speak and write
an awful lot of Words t_hls professional
immersion has not dulled my appetite.’

A person who claims to have a passion
for words and produces a sentence like
that has about as much credibility as a TV

Baker tells his

- evangelist caught in a brothel.

Words of a feather

WHILE we’re on the subject of words,
here’s a puzzle whose answer, I freely
admit,- I wouldn’t have known untll last
week.

Antediluvian; electricity; hallucination;
incontrovertible; insecurity; literary;
medical, precarious; retrogression: what
do all these words have in common?

Answer next week.

BUREAUCRACY

AS FORD workers reflect on the role
their leaders played in selling out their
pay claim, and consider how they can

fight against these leaders and remove

them, the role of AEU leader Jimmie
Airlie should be studied. '
On the eve of the old pay agreement running

out Airlie went ‘AWOL’ failing to turn up at the
Fords National Joint Negotiating Committee

(FNJNC) meeting on 23 November and instead

attended a press conference to announce that he
had signed a single-union agreement with Ford
US 1n Detroit to build a Ford’s electromc plant in

Dundee.

Initial outrage from the
other unions who had
been shut out of the deal
was soon replaced by the
common need to tackle a
more pressing issue: how
to prevent a strike result-
ing from the Ford pay
claim.

The issue of Dundec
was put aside — Jimmie
was needed to do a more
important job.

The Ford workers
showed what they

BY A FORD
WORKER

thought of Airlie at the

lobbies outside the pay
talks as they sang: ‘My
name is Jimmie Airlie,
[’m here to sell you out.’

Typically Airlie would
try .to throw these work-
ers on the defensrve by
challenging them ‘are
you ready for a long

strike?’ and ‘if you want
to take on the Company,

then I’'m your man’.

But behind the scenes
Airlie was one of the most
conservative on the nego-
tiating team. When nego-
tiations reached the point
that even Mick Murphy
decided the time had
come to declare a strike
Airlie wanted ‘corridor
talks’ with management
and opposed the fixing of
a strike date.

Murphy announced that
the strike would begin on
Monday 1 February but the
next day back-peddled and
called for another meeting
with the company, whereup-
on the strike was postponed
and a recommendation
made to accept the three-
year deal at a national ballot
on Wednesday 3 February.

At that FNJNC meeting
Airlie withdrew instructions
to AEU delegates to reject
and himself abstained along
with fellow Communist Parz
ty members and Transpozri &
General Workers Union offi-
cials Jack Adams and Sieve
Hart so enabling a ma]orl,y
to accept.

The leaders’ treachery
was repudiated when oic

Following Murphy's capi-
tulation to Fords, Airlie took

over the role as the leader

most apparently opposed to
the three-year deal with
strings; those who listened
closely to him noticed that he
concentrated on the strings
as they apphed to the skilled
men.

It emerged that Airlie and
Lou Britz of the EEPTU had
been having separate meet-
ings in an attempt to get a

- special deal for the skilled

men but had failed.

When the FNJNC met
again on Friday 5 February
{o consider the baliot result,
Dagenham’s PTA plant and
the lorry drivers had already
walked out and were picket-
ing the plants. Many others
came out when they heard
that the talks had broken
down and a strike had been
declared from Monday 8
February.

'tnat Monday morning saw
Fords shut down completely.
Yet while the pickets were

bracing themselves for a
long strike, union leaders

Ron Todd and Bill Jordan
Were moving quickly {o
bring it to an end. Toddg,
Jordan and Airlie secretly
met the company on Thurs-
day 11 February and have
still not revealed whai toek
place al thai meeting.

“JAMES AIRLIE
Ford workers read in the

Tory press the following
Monday that new moves
were afoot; the FNJNC met
the Company on the Tuesday
and the two-year deal was
revealed — most of the
strings were still attached.

The officials grabbed at
the slight move by the Com-
pany and recommended
acceptance; 16 convenors (a
ma]orlty) voted against. Air-
lie’s enthusiasm for the
agreement was such that he
called for a return to work on
the Wednesday morning be-
fore the ballot had taken
place.

The extent of the secret
undertakings given In secret
‘corridor’ talks at this meet-
ing have still not been fully

revealed. John Hougham |

¥ord’s chief negotiator, was
later reported as saying:

‘the agreement is not just

words; there is a meaning

behind them which is to posi-

tively promote change by
agreement. I have the trade
union leaders’ undertakings.
! accept they are men of
nonour.”

This makes it ciear that
the officials will side with the
rompany if resistance to
changes are taken to natxon-
al level.

The role played by Airlie,
Adams and Hart shows that

'Stalinism in the unions 1is

still a force to be reckoned
with although it has lost its
mass base. The Communist

- Party ‘dominated the shop
‘stewards movement in

Fords in the 50’s and early
60’s; today they don’t have
one plant leader since Sid
Harroway retired and Dan
Connors died. Their emph-
asis now is to take official
positions and act as the left
cover in the bureaucracy
and often being revealed as
being to the right.

Airlie’s history since he
helped Jimmy Reid sell out
the Upper Clyde Shipyard
struggle has been to use his
‘reputation’ to get on to the
executive as the leader of the
Broad Left in the AEU but as
an official has sold out strug-
gles such as the recent
Caterpillar occupation and
played up to nationalist
sentiments in signing the
Dundee sngle-union agree-
ment. Airlie has become a
stalking horse for the far-
right leaders of the AEU whe
are now forming a block of
unions to collaborate with
Thatcher and_ state anti-
union laws.
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On Saturday, at 3.25p.m.| Richard Rush’s The Stunt| comedy, The Man with Two| of two reports. At 7.10p.m.| Rovers. At 8.45p.m. (Radio| hurricane that hit E

%e%glz)’augass s?gtelﬁgtrtnerlgoo?! Man. | ‘ Brains. | (BBC2), Review Special| 4), firstin a newp_series, The | last ?)acléober in QEII)INR%
50s Daranoia fonowgd at On Sunday, at 7.50p.m.! On Wednesday, at | looks at three London pain- Judges. At 9.25p.m. (BBC2),| 10.29p.m. (BBC2), Another
2 ¥ para(BBCh) bv Howard radio 3), John Lill plays two - 4.05p.m. (Radio 4), File on 4| ters with current London ex- | ‘A Very Peculiar Practice. At!| documentary in the series
.40p.m, » DY HOwald  peethoven piano sonatas. At jnvesticates the National! hibitions. At 7.45p.m. (Radmi 9.30p.m. (BBC1), a look a thel Up North. At 10.30p.m. (C4),

Hughes’ first contribution to g 455 m. (C4), Ten Modern: H : > L : Ly
‘ , 8.40p.m. ’ . Health in th 4), part four of Lenin of the| forces at the heart of th -
the ‘reds under the beds’: writers looks at T.S. Eliot’s ' ervice e second - ' € ?o::.eltehzlsig:lacnoig edy, Tickets

hysteria, The Woman on| qphe Waste Land. At 9.50p.m. ; - .

Pier 13, directed by Robe;lrt (C4), Delmer Daves’ e)I()cel—'!; : | ' | (C%n I'l{’hursl:lay, ft 3p.m;
Stevenson In 1949. (The! jent western, 3:10 to Yuma. | 1943 documeniary Five
film’s original title was 1 At10p.m, (ITV), the return of Sterted AL 3 00
‘Married a Comglunlllst - the satirical comedy series, . ?Irfrgi . Pain: the ]
Hughes is rumoured to have ' gt Metal. At 11.35p.m. (C4), e 0 B b e A3
offered the picture fto {8 Tunisian director Nouri | Ontlmes f° Court pAIF'93 ’
directors. Their refusals: pBouzid’s Man of Ashes. R oMaI?:ohﬁ MO\\;b(:'l;.;I?é'

were taken as evidence of ,
On Monday, at 8.35a.m. hilarious comedy, A Private

- communist sympathies.) At : | ,
2 4.30p.m. (Radio 4), Science (Radio 3), Composers of the: Function, written by Alan
Bennett. At 11.20p.m. (C4),

Now. At 6.35p.m. (Radio 3), Week features Ferruccio
the music of Froberger in A | Busoni. At 7.30p.m. (Radio another documentary by De-
Cosmopolitan Musician. At| 3); Verdi's opera Un Ballo in nnis O’Rourke, shot in
it the setond,of two | ¥oR, UL ! staban 200, Frday, at 1 5tpm.
An Andalucian Journey. Af. Presents A Tale of Two Mills. torteinin eﬁiﬁger t"’ﬁs: ‘l’]‘:'
10.05p.m. (BBC2), John Boor- - Also at 1ip.m. (C4), Ann and i AL S Radic 3 Letiers.
man’s thriller, Point Blank,! Eduardo Guedes’ film Roci- Disc%eei ae?d Olnaiscreet’
At 10.45p.m. (Radio 3), the  mante. . f fourth play in the series
first of three cautionary  On Tuesday, at 9.35a.m.

tales by Mikhail Saltykov-:

Shchedrin (1826-1889) in Sal-
tykov’s World. At 1llp.m.
(Radio 4), Stephen Sher-

(Radio 3), Schubert’s ‘Death
of a Maiden’ string quartet.

At 9.30p.m. (BBC1), Trevor

Griffiths’ play The Party. At

Whose Is the Kingdom? by

John Arden and Margaretta

D’Arcy. At 10.45p.m. (Radio

'3), The Idealistic Carp in Sal-

tykov’s World. ‘At 1llp.m.
(BBC1), Alan Pakula’s well-
made political thriller, All
the President’s Men.

Tom Scott Robson

idan’s Fallen Arches. At 9.40p.m. (Radio 3), a radio

11.30p.m. (BBC2), Robert Pplay by American dramatist
Altman’s film The Long Edward Albee, Listening. At

Goodbye. At 11.50p.m. (C4), 10p.m. (C4), Carl Rainer’s|
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Michael Palin and Maggie Smith star with pet pig Beity in ‘A Private
Function’, Channel 4 Thursday
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BY CYRIL SMITH

tion of electricity]

through a national grid

tors in the next few The ‘acid rain’ prob-

OUTLINES of the most massive

Privatisation is sure to

gk L)

and destructive of Thatcher’s pri-
vatisation schemes are now begin-
ning to emerge. Last week, the
recently-rehabilitated Cecil Par-
kinson presented his White Paper
on the future of the electricity
supply industry in England and
Wales. Privatisation of the indus-
try in Scotland will be the subject
of another document next week.

Plans involve the
break-up of the en-
tire structure of

the industry. Vital-
ly important as it 1S
for the UK eco-
nomy, the genera-

tion and distribu-

instead of a day.

KEast London.

tion of electricity
are going to be put
into the hands of a
number of compet-
ing companies,
which will be sold
off to private inves-

LRT ‘VERY TOUCHY’

' LONDON BUSES have announced that they will be replacing the highly inflammable
seat filling which gives off toxic fumes with fire retardant seat filling.

" The move follows the exposure of the danger by the Capital Transport Campaign in
its monthly bulletin. The bus engineers craft alliance spokesperson of the TGWU said
that following the closure of the two London Transport bus engineering works at
Aldenham and Chiswick, seats with slashed covers now take several weeks to replace

The danger of toxic fumes from burning bus seats was first raised by the TGWU
London bus committee more than two years ago after fires on buses in Croydon and

London Bus’s response at that time was that after consulting the fire brigade, they
could announce that the seats were safe. |

A member of the T & GWU London bus committee‘ told us that following the
exposure of London Regional Transport’s cuts policy over the Kings Cross fire,
management are ‘very touchy’ on safety issues. | ~

years. |

The Central Elec-
tricity Generating
Board (CEGB) is to be
broken in two, the lar-
ger piece including all

nuclear power genera-
tion. Despite a vigor-
ous campaign by the
present twelve area
boards, they are to be
sold off, shattering the
national distribution

system, and cutting it

off from the production
of power.. A separate
company will control
the high-voltage grid.

New companies will be
encouraged to produce
electricity and sell it to
the local distributors,
who will themselves be
allowed to go into produc-
tion if they want.

increase the danger of
powercuts. The promise
of central regulation and
the safeguard of custom-
ers’ interests looks a bit
sick in the light of the
experience of privatised
gas and telecommunica-
tions.

The price rises needed
to get the industry’s ba-
lance sheets to look appe-
tising for potential share-
owners are already being
imposed. They will cer-
tainly be maintained, in
an industry where the
customer is at the mercy
of a monopoly supplier

Two further i1ssues are
involved.

The electricity industry

has a major impact_on
the environment. Parkin-
son did not even mention
the word when he un-
veiled his plans at West-
minster.

lem, which results from
the emission of sulphur
and nitric oxides, owes
much to power stations
burning coal. But there is
no provision for private

producers to be forced to

take measures to reduce
pollution.

The other question is
nuclear power. The Par-
kinson plan will set the
local distribution com-
panies a minimum prop-
ortion of their power -
perhaps twenty-five per-
cent - which they will
have to buy from nuclear
sources. Price differen-
tials with other sources
will not affect this obliga-
tion.

The reactionary char-
acter of this policy is
most striking. The ne-
cessity for electricity pro-
duction to be centrally co-

ordinated and distribu-

tionto be organised

A DRIVER’S LOT

has been understood for
many decades.

Today, the possibility
of international exchange
of power supplies is also
of growing importance. A

link with the French grid

is already available.

The story about com-
petition leading to lower
prices and higher effi-
ciency is complete non-
sense. Privatisation re-
flects the desperate
search by surplus capital
for more profitable

opportunities for invest-
ment.

Altogether, the priva-
tisation of electricity is a
blatant illustration of the
violent clash between fi-

nance-capital and society

as a whole, and between
the world’s productive

forces and the system of
national production for
private profit.

T & GWU London Bus Comimittee submitted a claim this week for £5 per hour for |
driving a big bus in London. The present rate is £4.17 an hour for 38 hours. They are
also claiming one hour’s reduction in the working week and improved sick pay and

holidays.

There are over 1000 drivers short in spite of cuts in the past year reducing the
number required for the new schedules. |

More than 500 drivers were sacked last year as unfit. Stress illnesses are rife in the
industry. Members of the union told Workers Press: ‘a drivers’ lot is not a happy one!’
OPO (one person operation) buses mean that a driver is expected not only to drive ‘a
glasshouse on wheels’ on London’s crowded roads but deal with the public as well as
the cash (apart from taking fares there are over 140 different travel passes).

3,000 copies of the 28-page claim are being circulated to London’s 50 bus garages as
part of the campaign to back the claim.

A
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| HAVE in front of me twd texts: the

first edition of the South Yorkshire
Wiriters Newsletter, the other Pro-
rassor Alan Bloom’s “The closing of

the American mind’. Each detests

what the other represents and both
are sponsored by educational in-
stitutions.

Bloom'’s book describes what he
sees as the decline in educational
standards, whilst the South York-
shire Writers Newsletter (spon-
sored by Sheffield Aduit Educa-

tional Division and the Workers.

Educational Association) assures
us that ‘although barriers still exist
between professional and amateur
writers, the stronghold that the elite
had on getting published is dimi-
nishing’ and furthermore ‘thankfully
such terms as literary merit and
other arbitrary measures used by
the bastions of culture, are used far
less these days'.

In the left social-democratic
atmosphere of Sheffield, South

.............................

.................
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Yorkshire, and some of the London

boroughs, these sentiments are

Aoommonplace.

The jargon and buzz words are

all there. . . ‘elitism’ is replaced
by ‘confidence building’ in ‘work-
shops’ to ‘share our experiences'.

What are the qualities of this
writing freed from ‘literary merit'?
Well, as expected, the contribu-
tions are naive, some hardly liter-
ate and all have a minimal grasp of

literary form. The only politics to
appear amongst this radical ‘wnit-
ing’ is the plea to vote Labour. At
least that should please its spon-
SOrs.

The material is in fact the pro-
duct of Adult Basic Education and
literacy classes packaged by the
middle class cultural missionaries
on their expensive cybernetic toys
and presented as ‘real’ writing from
‘real’ people.

This ‘creative writing’ has as

much to do with poetry as a rates
demand note.

It is the pedagogic fiction of an

increasngly- philistine middle class
radicalism.

In areas like South Yorkshire this

- flourishes under the patronage of

the natural ally of the radical mid-
-dle class — the Labour bureaucra-

cy and Stalinism.
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Middle class careerists e am
pion their special causes: ‘women,
blacks, gays etc’ hectoring their
own workforce in the public sector
about their ‘backwardness’. If you
work in education or any cultural
activity your elitism is decried. This

~ careerist tomfoolery provides

ammunition and cannon fodder for
the conscious racists and allows
them to spread moral panics and
witch-hunts against those people
who suffer specific oppression
from capitalism.

For the Labourites, this worker-
ism serves a twofold purpose; it
allows them to play off their manual
workers against white collar work-
ers under a radical veneer of sen-
timentalism and also camoufiages
their endiess pursuit of further
funding from their diminishing rate-
capped funds. In their desperate
rout before the Tory offensive they
court central government agencies
like MSC for grants.

In Sheffield for example, it is

estimated that in two year's time 60
per cent of post-16 education fund-
ing will come from central govern-
ment sources. In education this

means that educational Taylorism

will dominate the curriculum. The
crude jargon of managerial be-
haviourism is already established
by our radical democratisers.
Teachers no longer teach know-
ledge but develop ‘inter-personal
skills’; they ‘negotiate their exper-
tise’ in ‘delivery teams’.

Writers do not write but ‘com-

Vel et e L it
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municate their experience’ in order
to ‘service their communities’. The
caring professions do not
care. . . 8

Thus the simple-minded popul-
ism of the reformists complements
perfectly the economist culture of
right wing Thatcherism. Both share
a ruthless anti-inteliectualism and
both conspire at the trivialisation of
culture and knowledge.

But Thatcherism has the initia-
tive. The Labourites only serve the
illusions of their own reformism,
whereas the crisis of capital insists
‘more and more that all phenomena
be expressed at their exchange
value and when that does not
suffice it will proceed to destroy all
aspects of capital — machinery,
science, art, books, human beings.
That is the role of fascism and war.

The ‘Closing of the American
Mind’ was a best-seller in America
last year. It attempts to explain, like
a number of other publications,
why the USA’s 3,000 higher edu-
cational establishments produce
students whom they consider bare-
Fg’ literate. The problem is that

ese institutions are claimed to
have ‘all the resources. . . the
problem is that they have no intel-

lectual vision'.

The cause of this decline, in the
view of the traditionalists, is the

curriculum: ‘you can't talk about

Chaucer without someone saying
“what about the women’s perspec-
tive” what about “the third world
perspective”. It is very hard for

..................
....................................................
.......................................
.....................
............................................................

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo
ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo
oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo
----------------------------------------------

00000000
............................
.............................

(BIRMINGHAM) Now avail-
able on subscription:. £2 per

.....................................

................................
.....................................................

......
--------------------------------------

.............................
............................................................................................

........
................l......-....C...l....-‘..'......’.... ........................................................................

...........................................

............................
.................................................................
...............................................

poopie outside to believe how ex-

this has D . -
ever mummiﬁonaﬁst
criticism has a purchase, it has a
far more serious purpose than

knocking down its own Aunt Sal-

lies. What it sees as the real
villains of the piece are the ‘60s
generation’ now in positions of
pre-eminence and which they
claim to have been influenced by
the old mole, Karl Marx.

But then the traditionalists run up
against a problem. Marx spent
more time in the British Museum
than they spend in meetings and
common room bars.

The Marxist tradition is particu-

larly rich in its philosophic and
cultural writings. Lenin, Trotsky,
Gramsci — all turned their atten-
tions to questions of culture not
because they chose to be ‘mature’
or ‘civilized’ but because they took
responsibility for the total evolution
of human society.

So when next you hear the terms
‘workshops’ or ‘consciousness-
raising’ or ‘centres of excellence’ or
‘academic credibility’, reach for
your theory.

May | suggest a quotation from
the foreword to Trotsky's ‘My Life’?
‘A well-written book in which one
can find new ideas, and a good
pen with which to communicate
one’s own ideas to others, for me
have always been and are today
the most valuable and intimate
products of culture.’

Need anything more be said?

........
........

.............................................
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)lf_ear (3 issues incl. pp). From: International women’s day ]
jocfaidh Ar La ¢/o IHSCC, PO - - T
PICKET DURHAM

Box 540, Sparkhill. Birming- REPUBLICAN PRISONERS OF WAR

LONG LARTIN PAUL HOLMES, Life sentence, 119034.

Listh . ham, Bl II-EIM Pi:isonvl;ong "’#,'{',’152%" Littieton, cON McFADDEN, 20-year sentence,
stings published free for i vesham, WOrCs, 130662.
labo gs pu . O. CURRENT CON LIAM BAKER, 20-year sentence, 464984. pMICHAEL J McKENNEY, 16-year sent- A
ur movement organisa i \
| JAMES BENNETT, 20-year sentence, gnce., L46486. )
tions. Send detalls to arrive = TROVERSIES IN EVOLU- 464989. EDDIE O'NEILL, 20-year sentence,
by mid-day Monday for pub- TION A series of 10 Thursday PETER JORDAN, 15-year sentence, 135722. Rlso
lication the following Thurs. evening lectures. (Started 14 H22338. , : LEICESTER
Jan) 7pm. £1(includes light re- gg‘ggﬁ“&ﬁiIb‘;g‘;m"‘egge;eg?sggz{ HM Prison Welford Rd, Leicester, LE2 § e e |
freshments). Lecturer: Mike | g - TAJ e i ?
‘ ‘ ence, 131877. i L :
WOMEN IN PALESTINE.  Howgate Venue Conway Hall, | SERRY. GUNNINGHAM, 20-year sent: GRRARD. MCDONNELL, Lie. sentenc 9 '
Jewish Socialists’ Group meet- : GER c , Lile sentence, b5
ina with Dima Milh d Ni Red Lion Sq, London.WC1. ence, 132016. 875882 . 4

Yuval-Davis. Tuesday, 8
March, 7.45 for 8pm. Quaker

851 71 5- ) 826380. : 5“"(" K

BENEFIT for irish Prisoners HUGH DOHERTY, Life sentence, 338636.  paATRICK McGEE, Life sentence, B75881. S F

» Internationa! Centre, Byng Appeal and Troops Out Z;Eoceﬁ DONNELLY, Life sentence, " DURHAM i
Place, WC1. (nearest tube Movement, Old White Horse, SR HM Prison Durham, Oid Elvert Street, B .
Goodge St.) Brixton Road. Thursday 10 HM Prison ::ulr?t: T:o': Maidstone, urham. . .y
Mharﬁh,?(me.’ Entertainment by Kent 875899: e ANDERSON, Life sentence, .
- ¢ ’ SH AUN M N , °, . 2 :':_::_‘_-_:?
SAVE THE SHARPEVILLE oo ook o ove Mage by | DONAL CRAIG 4-ear senence, Laos7s. =" C'OWYER, Lifa senterce. 025135, -

Africa House, Wednesday 9

HM Prison Parkhurst, Newport, Isle of a4 pricon Jebb Avenue, Brixton, Lon-
March, 6pm to 7pm. |

Wight, PO30 5NX .don SW2 5XF.

342603. |
SAUL NORNEY, Life sertence, 863532, PATRICK MCLAUGHLIN, LBB3694.

1 TOMMY QUIGLEY, Life sentence 69204. LIAM QUINN, 49930
PETER SHERRY, Life sentence, B75880.

prisoners.

'STOP STRIP SEARCHES!
END BRITISH TORTURE!

DEMONSTRATION AND
RALLY. Unite to Defend
Education. Organised by the

PICKET DURHAM PRISON!
Stop strip searches! End Brit-

ish torture! On Intemational : : WAKEFIELD INNOCENT MEN AND
women'’s dav Sunday March East Midlands Education M Prison Love Lane, Wakefleld, W WOMEN FRAMED BY THE _
1“30"'| om ani by th Alliance. Saturday 12 March Yorks. WF2 9AG BRITISH POLICE:

’ . Org y the 12.30pm. Assemble Victoria NATALINO VELLA. 15-year sentence, CAROLE RICHARDSON, 290719, HM saturday 12 Mal“Ch

Irish Republican POW Cam-
paign Committee. Transport:
£10 (unwaged £5). Tickets

available from Green Ink .
Books (263-4748). MINERS STRIKE Benefit in

-~ aid of victimised miners.
| NON-STOP PICKET OF Saturday 5 March 8pm. West

Prison Styal, Wilmslow, Cheshire
PATRICK ARMSTRONG, HM Prison Gar-
tree.

G.(DANNY) MCNAMEE, 25-year sentence,
L 48616, HM Prison, Parkhurst
PATRICK McLAUGHLIN, 30-year sent-
ence, HM Prison, Gartree |
GERARD CONLON, 462779, HM Prison

Park Gates, Leicester. Rally at
Town Hall Square.

B71644.
NOEL GIBSON, Life sentence, 879225.
WILLIAM ARMSTRONG, Life sentence,

119085

women only events

Details from:
c/o Irish POW Campaign
PO box 540 Sparkhill,

ALBANY
HM Prison Albany, Newport, isie of
Wight, PO30 5RS
MARTIN BRADY, Life sentence, 119087.

London Trades Union Club : Long Lartin. ; .
| SOUTH AFRICA HOUSE For | ) ] ’ HARRY DUGGAN, Life sentence, 338638. PAUL HILL. 462778, HM Prison Long Bll'mll'l ham Bll
| the release of Nelson Mandela o .00 H1dh Street, Acton, V3. By O, e e e 758661, Lartin. &

Live music, late bar.
£3.(unwaged £1.50). Orga-
nised by Hammersmith anc

JUDITH WARD, HM Prison Durham.

GARTREE A Prison
HM Prison Gartree, Leicester Rd, Market Eé"GH CALLAGHAN, 509499, rison,

and all political prisoners in

Creche details supplied by writing »-
South Africa. For sanctions

to above PO box with details.

ng Lartin,

j ainst the racist South Afri- ; Harborough, Leics, LE16 7RP -
- é'gn government. S t Af,ié'a Ealing support groups. HONIE MeCARTNEY, Life sentence, JoHN WALKER, 509493, HM Prison, Long
é ' : 463799. ' -
| House, Trafalgar Sq — City STEPHEN NORDONE, Life sentence oh--Y POV;ESBSF’OM%’ HM Prison,
g AA. VIRAJ MENDIS DEFENCE 758663. GERARD HUNTER, 509495, HM Prison,
CAMPAIGN. Lobby of House JOE O'CONNELL, Life sentence, 338635 G.onee. !
of Commons. Wednesday 9 PATRICK MCLAUGHLIN, 30-year sent pcHARD MCILKENNY, 509497, HM Pris-
CAMPAIGN AGAINST March 7.30pm. Freedom ride ence. . on, Wormwood Scrubs. '
POLICE REPRESSION — London to Manchester. Visil 'ROY WALSH, Life sentence, 119083.  pappY HILL, 509496, HM Prison, Gartree.
(CAPR) Wkly planning migs Virai and ioin th ey . FRANKLAND Wormwood Scrubs, Ducane Rd, Lon-
every Tues 7.30p.m. Stoke 3Jt Fj o ¢=."| 8car;llpalga 'HWM_Prison Finchale Ave, Brasside, don, W12 OAE.
Ne\mngton Community Centre evenis. riaay ave fglgg:gAN DOWD. Life sentence They are all serving life and in the case of
Leswin Rd, N16. All welcome. 11am, return Saturday even- 758662 ' ' Carole Richardson, indefinite detention.

ing. Transport £5 (unwaged
£3). Phone 01-837-1688 {c
book..— Street rally Saturday
26 March 11am-3pm. Speak-
ers, singers, boookstall, ex-

hibition Sainsburys, Rye
lane, Peczham. i y

We thank An Cumann Cabhrach, British-section, for

Contact: Box CAPR, 83 Black- “supplying and updating this information.

stock Road, N4 (01-991 2938.)

VMDC London Support
Group Wkly Campaign Meet-
mgg‘.) Thursday evenings
7.30p.m. Camden Town Hail
All welcome. (Further details.

'RELEASE JAILED MINERS
~ SOUTH WALES  |Harborough, Leicester. |

01-837 1688.) o DEAN HANCOCK: -
peroo e s weylo  Wosam . S e o] | DURHAM
GREEnHAM COMMON e e 1o oranise active ence. Gartree Prison, nr Mar-) MICHAEL STEPHENSON: - | W
WOMEN'S CAMP To all ou "gsin the cgomm unity for ket Harborough, Leicester. | wearmouth - Three year sent- 28 Charlotte Street, London W1P 1HP
women —we are still here; we the ' health workers e RUSSELL SHANKLAND: | ence from June 1986. RF8756 | Tel: 01-636 3532
still need yo! l; :uogp&t'm called by the RCG. T Taft Ilgr;hnyr-EPight yea':;| :g:\t- Hlb:lh Plaisort;\1 Agklington, Mor- d
Newbury, on M4, 15 March 7.30pm. Southw ence. Gartree Prison, Market | peth, Northumbna. 12 Atlantic Road, B , .SW9
Newbury, Berkshire. ol P s, 10-12 Atlantic oadm?Yrixton London.S é
Wednesday 16 March Tel: 01-274 8342 ' < X
BULLETIN OF THE IRISH  7.30pm. Camden black pa- : - - N
HUNGER STRIKE COM- rents and teachers centre, i
MEMORATION COMMITTEE Kentish Town road, NWS5. | {
4
4
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Saturday March 5 1988, Newsdesk 01-733 3058

A MAGNIFICENT re-
sponse in South Wales
to the call for indust-
rial action on St.
David’s day, 1 March,
in defence of the
National Health Ser-
vice was reported
throughout the region
— nearly every hospit-
al participated in one
way or another.

The strongest reaction
came from the three
psychiatric hospitals in
Bridgend which had initi-
ated the call — the Park,

- Glanrhyd, and Pen-y-fai

where 600 staff struck for
24 hour hours.

1,500 hospital staff were
also engaged in 24-hour
strikes in Mid Glamorgan
and Gwent.

At Tonteg hospital 64
staff joined in the 24-hour
strike to protest against
the decision of Mid Gla-
morgan Health Authority
to close the pre- convales-
cent ward for geriatrics.

At the University of Wales
hospital (Heath), in Cardiff,
20 operations were post-
poned. Union representa-
tives had informed the hos-
pital administration four
days in advance that operat-
ing theatre staff would be
joining the strike.

Postponed

A NUPE spokesperson fot
the members concerned said
they regretted the fact that
individuals would have tc
wait a few more days for
their operations, but they
felt the action was essential
to ensure adequate staffing
levels in future so that peo-
ple would no longer have tc
wait years for surgery.

Lunchtime protests were
held outside many hospitals
and at Prince Charles hospit-
al in Merthyr Tydfil an all-
day rolling picket of off-duty
nurses and ancillary work-
ers was staged.

Maerdy miners joined the

lunchtime protest outside

Liwynypia hospital in the
Rhondda Valley, while one of
the largest protests in South
Wales took placc outsdie St.
Davids maternity and
geriatric hospital in Cardiff.

Nurses

Two second-year student
nurses working at Prince
Charles hospital in Merthyr
Tydfil reflect the changing
mood amongst nurses, who

. are determined to defend the

NHS against the Tory gov-
ernment’s attacks.

Chris Enoch and Jonathan
Jolly (see interview on page
3) said the crux of the matter
is that it is not just nurses’

ay but the whole of the

ealth service that is in dan-
ger, and their warning for
the TUC was:

‘Without the help of other
workers we are fighting a
lessing battle.’

|

HUNDREDS
thousands of workers
have taken part in
strikes and demonstra-
tions in defence of the
National Health Ser-
vice. Thatcher’s plans
to break up the nation-
al health service has
provoked anger from
large numbers of
workers and profes-
sional people.

But facts must be
faced. |

@ since 1981 protest de
monstrations, pickets
and conferences have

been held, thousands of

people have signed peti-
tions; but wards and
whole hospitals have
closed down all over the
country; even occupa-
tions have not stopped
this onslaught. |

@® Privatisation means
that the tremendous adv-
ances in medical science
over the last decade are
taken away from ordin-
ary people and only the
rich reap the benefits.

® Working conditions for

hospital workers have de-
teriorated; patient care
is maintained only at the
expense of the health of
NHS staff; many patients
wait years for treatment ;
new techniques are either
unavailable or remain
unused due to lack of
funds. -
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Members of the TGWU in Dundee last week t;n the Scottish day of action against NHS cuts'

® There are growing
debts to the multi-million
drug companies and a
shortage of blood for
transfusions in the NHS,
whilst private hospitals
have saved £200,000 and
wasted at least 7,000 pints
of blood on a sale or re-
turn scheme.

The Tories have no man-
date to kill our children and
destroy the welfare state and
they could not stay in office

if the Labour and trade union
leaders did not block every

working class assault on

their regime.

Whilst millions support the
health workers and demand
united action in defence of
the NHS, the TUC makes no
moves to unite this move-
ment, but encourage a situa-
tion where different unions
are calling different days of
action. The London hospitals
strike co-ordinating commit-
tee is taking action on 14
March supported by COHSE,
but NUPE is calling on their
members to take action on 15

.March.

Workers Press urges all
trade unionists to unite be-

~hind the London hospitals -

strike co-ordinating commit-

tee (elected from hospital
workers especially for this
campaign) and demand that
the TUC organise a general
strike on 14 March.

We also say that this must
be the start of a campaign
for an all out general strike
to bring down the Tory gov-
ernment.

Don’t let the TUC isolate
the health workers as they
did the miners. The strike

committees being formed in

hospitals should turn to the
whole community with the
aim of organising workers
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both inside and outside the

- health service in committees

to rally the whole commun-
ity 1n defence of the NHS

@ The campaign must de-

mand: full funding for the
NHS; reversal of privatisa-

‘tion; nationalisation of the

big drug companies and con-
trol of the NHS by commiit-
tees of NHS workers and
NHS users.

® Only a general strike can
defeat Thatcher. These poli-

~cies and this demand must

be fought for throughout the
trade union and labour
movement. :
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WORKERS PRESS

FEBRUARY FUND

In so far: £1,247.03
Our fund has ended £753 short of the £2,000 target. That sum

Kronstadt and Petrograd in 1917

In 1917, the sailors of Kronstadt were at the
centre of the Russian Revolution. Raskoini-
kov, aged 25, was their leader. This is his
day-by-day account of the Bolsheviks' strug-
gle to seize power.
£5.50
0 86151 023 2

2rinted by Presslink |ntermational (UK) Ltd. Unit

is the minimum we must raise to maintain Workers Press in
its present form; we must therefore face the difficult position
that the paper cannot continue to be published each week on.
its present financlal basis. The costs of printing and
overheads are very high, and increasing.

Our aim has been to produce a campaigning paper with
Marxist analysis, covering both international and home
news. There rlas been considerable interest throughout the
labour movement here and abroad — especially because we
expelled the rotten Healy leadership from the Workers

Revolutionary Party in 1985.

But we must tell our readers that we will not continue to
publish Workers Press and build up debts. We are prepared
to take the difficult decision to cease publication and enter
into full discussions throughout our Party and with all our
friends and supporters to prepare properly for the future.

Our main concern is to build a leadership founded on
Marxist theory and tested in struggile. If that means that we
have to take a step back in order to go forward, we will not

hesitate.

We thank you for raising £1,247 in the short month of
February ang urge vou to continue your support.

Published by Extrasearch Ltd., PO Box 735, London SW9 7QS.
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Send donaﬁons to: WRP Monthly Fund
PO Box 735 London SW9 7QS

- WORKERS

| REVOLUTIONARY

PARTY

'Please send me information about the Workers Re-

-volutionary Party.

NaAMe ..o, date.....coooonieeeeaa,
AGAIESS .. oo eeeeeee s e e e e s
Trade Union...................... Age (if under 21)......... teeerrerean,
SEND TO:

Secretary to the Central Committee

PO Box 735, London SW9
7QS




