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 Workers Press presents

edited texts of the sp-
eeches made at the

successful meeting held to

commemorate the 50th ann-
iversary of the Fourth
International, especially
for those who were unable
to attend. The first
contribution is by Balasz
Nagy - aleading figure in
the 1956 Hungarian revol-

ution.

AFTER all these

contributions by my
comrades, ] would like to say only
a few words.

The Preparatory Committee for

the Reconstruction of the Fourth

" International, of which we are

members, organised this meeting
to celebrate the foundation of the
Fourth International, as well as its

- extraordinary history, in which all

the previous achievements of
Marxist thought and all the exp-
eriences and lessons of the Marx-
ist vanguard of the world prolet-
ariat, were concentrated, main-
tained and developed. That 1s why
the Fourth International always
constituted a main target of attack,
for all the enemies, bourgeois and
bureaucratic, and centrists, of the
international working class.

Banner

Therefore, comrades, today 1
think our first concern 1s Lo raise
our banner in front of this history.

Long live the fighters and
organiscrs of thc Fourth Intern-
ational! "

Long live above all one of the
greatest revolutionaries in hist-
ory, our tcacher and comrade,

Leon Davidovich Trotsky, murd-
ered by Stalin and the Stalinists!

Long live the greatest Trotskyist
%arly of the world, of the Sovict
nion - that is to say Lenin’s Bol-

"shevik Party, continued and mai-

ntained in the prisons and the
camps until the war!

Long live its leaders and mem-
bers gxterminated'physically by
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Members of the audience at the meeting to commemmor

International

Stalin and the Stalinists!

Long live the great Chinese and
Vietnamese Trotskyist parties and
all Eastern European Trotskyist
partics destroyed by Stalinism!

Don't forget this comrades. Don’t
forget all the leaders and mem-
bers assassinated by Stalin and the
Stalinists: Leon Sedov, Rudolf
Klement, Irwin Woolf, Piet -
Tresso, Ta Thu Thap and the hun-
dreds and thousands of others,
known and unknown Trotskyists,
murdered by Stalin and Stalinism.

Also all those who fell under
bourgeois fascist repression Abr-
aham Leon, Marcel Hic and

‘thousands of others. They died for

the life of the Fourth Internat-
tonal.

But it was these assassinations,

this murder of the whole gen-
eration of the Bolshevik Party, of

H
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the Trotskyists, it was on the bas-
is of such a terrible blow against
the organised consciousness of
the international working class
that Stalinism could continuc to
mislcad the world proletariat,
subordinating it more and more to
imperialism and saving the latter.

Degeneration

It also provided the material
ground for the revisionist, cen-
trist, degencration of the majority
of leaders and organisations of-
the Fourth International itself.

That is why we - who are partly
participants and partly inheritors
of this history - will pay tribute to
all those leaders and members
who, swimming against the curr-
ent, facing adversity, struggled to
maintain and continue the FFourth
International, and, even if we must
criticisc many of them very har-
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ate the 50th anniversary of the Fourth

shly, just remember, comrades,
James Cannon and others.

This 1s our history from which all
of us come and are thus here to-
day. -

Nevertheless, many people rep-
eat, even today, that the Fourth
International 1s dead.

Comrades, neither the bour-

geolsic nor the Stalinists make
such a dangecrous statcment. They
fought always, and continue to
fight, against the Fourth Inter-
national, which 1s not an i1dea or a
fighting spirit, not even only a
problem, but the very embod-

1ment of the whole continuity of

the revolutionary working class
movement. R

Where are the big forces of the
30s, of the years of the foundation

Continued on Page 3
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Blackpool
llluminations

THE ‘Morning Star’ is the paper of the so-called ‘hard line’
wing of British Stalinism, that wing most directly identified
with the Moscow bureaucracy. An article by the paper’s
editor, Tony Chater, ‘Mass Strugg
can gain ground’ (Morning Star’ 13 Ocober) purports to pro-

vide a summary of the lessons of the recent Blackpool
Labour Party Conference. -

Itilluminates once more the role that Stalinism plays in
relation to the deepening crisis of social democracy.

- What actually happened at the Labour Party Conference?

First, the left was routed. Benn and Heffer’s challenge to
Kinnock and Hattersley collapsed, neither gaining any
significant support even in the Constituency Parties, prev-
iously the stronghold of the left.

For months the ‘Morning Star’, with the majority of the
‘left’ groups (many of them self-styled ‘Trotskyist’) in tow
had built up Benn, Heffer and union leaders such as

transport workers’ boss Ron Todd as people bringing about

the ‘revival of socilaism in Britain’.
* % *

Not unexpectedly, Chater has nothing to say by way of
explanation for this ignominious defeat. Indeed, he con-
cludes that Blackpool showed that ‘the left has a base on

which to build and win advances’.

Second, Todd and other “left’ trade union leaders went
along with Kinnock’s ‘review documents’ that commit
Labour explicitly to the management of a crisis-torn cap-
italist system. As Kinnock said: ‘We have got to make it
[capitalism] work better than the Tories’.

Todd voted for the Kinnock review documents on Monday
‘and then, having got them safely through for the right wing,
made some criticisms of the Kinnock-Hattersley leadership
outside the Conference the following day.

An innocent might think Chater had been to a different
conference. He tells us it would be ‘helpful if on future
occasions important sections of the left could avoid giving
the impression of facing both ways when they cast their
votes.’ | | )

But it was no ‘impression’ that the left spoke from both
sides of its mouth at Blackpool, as Chater pretends. This is
what it did. Similarly, the resolution pledging Labour to the
repeal of anti-union laws was a worthless sham, given the

clear intentions, spelt out in the review document for state-
imposed ballots prior to industrial action.

* % %

Chater’s cover up for the reformist servants of capitalism is
hot an accident. For Stalinism shares precisely these con-
ceptions. Thus. says Chater, ‘Obviously we cannot get soc-
ialism overnight. There is bound to be a mixed economy for a
time. The issue is the relationship between the public and
private sectors’. Stalinism accepts the ‘mixed economy’ - a
cuphemism for capitalism. |

The fact is that like the lefts, the Stalinists have no
fundamental disagreements with Kinnock’s programme.

Ken Gill, a prominent ‘Morning Star‘ supporter is leader of
- the industry and services union MSF. His union moved a

resolution that was in effect in opposition to that sponsored
by the miners calling for the nationalisation of basic
industry and the major financial institutions.

Chater lyingly claims that this former, Stalinist- supported,
resolutioon ‘seemed to concede some points to the review
documents, for example on majority and minority
shareholdings’. There was no ‘seemed’ about it. This is
precisely what the resolution did.

Workers should keep the closest eye on the Stalinists of all
varicties. All of them are carrying out Gorbachev’s line of
ever greater accomodation to capitalism and its reformist

servants. As such they represent the greatest danger within
the working class movement.

le: How the British left

- than at any previous time. This ‘real world’

- WORKERS PRESS
INTERNATIONAL
FIGHTING FUND

In so far: £369.13

Workers Press fund column (issue 129, 27 August 1988) ‘Our
fund is in danger’, asked readers not to ‘take this lightly’ and
said we will not continue to produce Workers Press if we
cannot sustain it financially. -
Therefore some thought we were mad, when in Workers
Press ‘issue 130, 3 Seﬁtember 1988) we made an urgent
appeal tor finance for the Centre for the Rebuilding of the
Fourth International (in addition to the Workers Press
Fighting Fund). | | |
owever, the response was dramatic. Not only did members
of the WRP and readers of Workers Press respond, we also
received an individual donation of £200 from a Japanese
Trotskyist and then a £500 donation from-a Japanese Trot-
skyist organisation. | ; |
A letter arrived from Japan on the eve of our 9 October
meeting to celebrate 50 years of the Fourth International
telling us that a further £500 was on its way. Many, many
thanks! Just as important, these comrades very much want a
discussion with us about the history and deve opment of the
Fourth International. -
When some of our friends warn us that we should ‘cut our
coat according to our cloth’, we reply: if you are telling us
that in -your opinion ‘our cloth’ is limited to the so-called ‘real
world’ you see at the end of your noses, then we do not
agree. The crisis threatening world capitalism is deeper
is being sustained
by the circulation of credit running into billions and by the
povertn, starvation and destitution of millions of people
throughout the entire planet, including the USSR where
Stalinism would have us believe it was possible to build
socialism in one country. The onrush of revolution is world-
wide, and this international arena is our ‘cloth’. Masses of
people are now becoming conscious of their power to -
overthrow the enemy. The possibility and necessity for soc-
lalism is the basis on which we seek support for Workers
Press and the rebuilding of the Fourth International. .
- Dot Gibson
We need £1,500 by the end of October for our Fighting Fund.
Please send in your donations to: | |
Fund,

Workers Press Fighting
PO Box 735, London, SW9 7QS

LONDON DISTRICT OF THE WORKERS

~ REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
The following meetings will be held on Thursdays in Conway Hall,
Red Lion Square, starting at 7.30 pm. Entrance £ 1 (unwaged 50p)
20, 27 QOctober - third and fourth of a series of four lectures given by
Tom Kemp on: COLONIALISM, DEVELOPMENT AND
UNDERDEVELOPMENT. |
3 November - Meeting, Speaker Geoff Pilling: WORKERS
REVOLUTIONARY PARTY - THREE YEARS SINCE THE
EXPULSION OF G.HEALY |
10, 17, 24 November - a series of three lectures given by Simon
Pirani on: IMPERIALISM, NATIONALISM AND SOCIALISM IN
IRELAND | |

o WORKERS REVOLUTIONARY |
PARTY/PREPARATORY COMMITTEE

S50th ANNIVERSARY OF THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL
MEETING IN GLASGOW. Sunday 23 October 1 pm, Blythswood

Hotel, 320 Argxle Street G%ow
icesier ucation jance

Demonstration to defend Education and Health - assembie 2 noon
Saturday 29 October Victoria Park Gages Afer the demonstration
there will be a rally in Neison Mandeta Park. For miormation contact:
Leicester Hospitais Branch NUPE, or phone Leicester Education
Alkance on Leicester 707730 or 55537.
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Balazs Nagy Speaks at the meeting to .
commemmorate the 50th anniversary of the
FO lll'th Inte rn atiO nal - com‘inued from page 1

BALAZS NAGY

of this little, small Fourth
International? Where are the
big centrist parties - the Soz-
ialist Arbeiter Partei of Germ-
any, the Spanish POUM, the
Independent Labour Party?
They have almost all totally
disappeared. | -

The London Bureau is only a
disgusting memory, serving the

Fourth International as a lesson..

The great force of the Fourth

International, its vitality, is

proven again by the fact that

even centrism itself is now obl- -

iged to appear as if it were the
Fourth Intemational. The Lon-
don Bureau disappeared but not
the centrists. |

Social
Democracy

Furthermore, where is ref-

ormist social democracy, al- -

mighty force of the 30s? It is
now complctely intcgrated into
imperialism, being not only part
of this system but its main pol-
itical element, more and more
taking the place of the old rad-
ical and liberal parties. The
latest example of it is the
Blackpool Labour Party Conl-
erence. - |

With their union leaderships,
these parties are indispensible
components of the bourgeots

state. If they continue to infl-

uence a big sector of the work-
ing class, this is only because of
the Stalinist betrayal and acc-
eptance of this kind of policy.
Also because of the adaptation
by centrists like Lambert and
the Militant Tendency who

rchabilitate, alongside the Stal-

inists, the already historically
condemned soctal democracy.

Now this rehabilitation 1s at-

the centre of Gorbachev’s or-
ientation towards the intcrn-
ational workers’movement. We

must say to workers: be caut-
ious! If the Soviet bureaucracy,
in order to avoid the revo-
lution, organises its links closer

and closer to imperialism, 1t

preparcs also the political

rehabilitation, not at all of

Trotsky, but of social democ-
racy, organising in-the present

as in thec past, a united par- .

tnership necessary today for
disarming the revolution and
saving imperialism. |

" And finally, wherc are the
strong Stalinist parties which

after the war dominated the

- majority of the world working

class particularly in Europe,
east and west? They have lost

all their influence in the east.
- The comrades® contributtons -

showed us how these parties
not-only compromise them-
selves but compromise the

very idca of socialism itsclf.
This is the greatest crime of the
Stalinists. As the Hungarian
worker’s leader said, the great-
est crime of Stalinism is to

‘murder the class consciousness

of the workers.

~In capil_a]isl Europe these part-

ics are in decline, in a deep

crisis with splits. But Stalinism -

is still alive. Don’t forget com-
rades - there is no absolutely
lost situation for Stalinism,
because only the uprising of the

roletariat, led by the Fourth
nternational, can destroy Sta-
linism. There is no automatic

destruction, and this task 1s still

before us. Previously, over
long decades, Stalinism almost

succeeded against the Fourth,

International, nearly submerged
the continuity of Bolshevism,
from outside as well as from
inside the Fourth International.

But now the situation is chan-

ging - radically changing. We
are in a ncw period. This period
is that of the Fourth Inter-

national. The Fourth Inter-
national not only didn’t die: on
the contrary its forces are pre-
paring the final settlement of
Stalinism.

Its destruction is on the ag-
enda, which is the same process
as the reconstruction of the
world proletariat revolutionary
leadership. Our Trotskyist pre-
decessors had to swim against
the current.Today we are
swimming and we must learn to
swim with the current, in the
current, with confidence but
without illusion, basing our-

_selves on the current, but with-

out giving anything -. because if
Stalinism is in confusion and
disorder it is at the same time
also rapidly making its armed

‘reorganisation

Weakness

No illusions comrades, but this
is a sign of its weakness and
not at all of its strength. It ind-
icates to us that it does not dis-
appear automatically but it must
be smashed, and we are just iIn
the preparatory stages of this
fight. |
"But comrades, if the Fourth

International is dcad, as some
peoplc affirm, from where are

we coming and gathcring today

on a world scalc in a new

international centre for clar-
ifying and organising this pre-
paration of the destruction of
Stalinism, which is con-
centrated in the rebuilding of
the Fourth Intcrnatiaonal?

Where are we coming from?
How could we otherwise, in
expressing the lcading force in
the intcrnational world working
class, warn that if the deep cri-
sis of Stalinism, and also its
efforts to overcome it. gtve
great possibilitics for the pre-
paration of its destruction, they
represcent also, at the same
time, a danger cven for the Fou-
rth International itsclf.

If so called revolutionaries, so
called Trotskyists, Iike the Un-
ited Sccrctariat and many oth-
crs like Lambert and all of them

‘renouncc the theorctical, pol-

itical and organisational ind-
cpendence of the Fourth Int-
ernattonal - that 1s Lo say cn-
trust the burcaucracy and 1ts
partics or cven the most radical
wing with the impossible 1ask
of their own sclf-reform and
consequently the peaceful re-
generation of the Soviet Union
or the peaccful road to socia-
lism - they disarm the working
class and prcparce its crudest
defeat in history, cruder than
even before.

Comradcs, but what is this
preparation of the destruction
of Stalinism? In other words,

what is the preparation of the

victory of the lFourth Inter-
national, and first of all that of
its reconstruction? What docs
it mean?

It means changing the relat-
ionship between the Fourth

International and the working

class. This is the real content of
its reconstruction, precisely
this preparation. |

When the Fourth International
had to swim against the current
in the 30s and the 40s, that is to
say, when it was forced to be at
the margin of the working class
movement, it was clear for
workers however where this
Fourth International was and
who represented it. Only Stal-

- inist gangsters and murderers

could obstruct the way bet-
ween the Fourth International
and the masses.

Now, when these very masses
begin to reject Stalinism, and

are more and more receptive to

the Fourth International, this

way is occupied by revisionists

and centrists, whose main

function'is to form a screen

between the Fourth
International and the working
class.

So, turning towards Marxism -

and revolutionary organisation,
the masses are faced with these
pcople who renounce the perm-

anent revolution, and therefore -

the revolution. With their new
capitalism a-la-Ju quin, they in
reality represent the sccond
line of dcfence of Stalinism.

So 1o change the relation bet-

"ween the Fourth International

and the working class mcans

“eliminating this screen and thus

presenting to the proletariat and

youlh the Fourth International |

in place of its negation.

Linked
- That is reconstruction. That is
linked extremely strongly to
our overturning of revisionist
and centrist destruction in the

‘trade union field.

Some pcople say: ycs,'if it 1S
reconstruction 1o eliminate.this

revisionist-centrist screen, the

Fourth Interrtational will not

necessarily bccome a strong, a

big, intcrnational.

-And, thcy say, only when the

Fourth International rcally
influences and leads big sec-
tions of the world working class
can you rcconstruct the ‘ourth

International. Or they say: if the

Fourth International can take

power in one important country,

then, ycs, on this basis you can

procalaim the rcconstruction of
the Fl. ' ‘

But what was the founding

conference of the IFourth Int-

ernational 50 years ago this
ycar, in the 30s, after a great
fight of theorelical, political
and organisational

- delimitation?.

It was clear who represented
the continuity of Marxist th-
ought and Marxist practice.

And this was the construction,
the necessary condition, for the
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commemmorate the 50th anniversary of
the Fourth Intel‘natiOna] continued from pag_esi '

proclamation of the Fourth Int-
ernational against Stalinism, who
betrayed this continuity.

In this time also there were sce-
ptics who worked against the
proclamation of the Fourth In-
ternational.

There arc always sceptics and
everywhere they use exactly the
same arguments. The very same
arguments which were used ag-
ainst the proclamation of even
the Third International.

The Fourth International will
be reconstructed when this scr-
een is removed and the working
class can easily recognise and
choose the Fourth International.

That is why there is no room for
conciliation with centrists, with
. TeVISIONIStS.

How can we change this re-
lationship between the Fourth
International and the working
class?

We insist on the necessity to
recognise that the most imp-
ortant thing is the advanced

workers.

The whole of the working class
could really see and understand
~that the Fourth International
represents the historical
continuity of Marxist thought
and of the worldwide revolut-
lonary workers’ movement, that
is to say, the only hope for

- socialism - the only hope for the

whole of mankind.

This task - the real theoretical
and political foundation of the

reconstruction - is now already
representing itself by a mass
movement, and concentrated in

the Soviet Union, in more and
more widespread discussion
imposed by the Soviet working
class and youth about the
history of the Bolshevik Party
and particularly Trotsky.
‘Today even the Stalinist bur-

caucracy is obliged to speak .

about Trotsky. Now this bureau-
cracy explains that if Stalin was
against the people, Trotsky was
also.

The bureaucracy establishes a

q\arallel between Stalin and "

rotsky, trying to prevent the
Soviet working class and youth
choosing and knowing Trotsky.

So, the great clarification is now
starting about Bolshevism and
Stalinism. This is the question.
This is the most important prob-
lem of our day and no force will
stop the workers and youth from
clarifying this problem.

But continuity is not only his-
tory.

Onc of the crimes of the revis-
ionists and centrists is to falsify
this continuity of revolutionary
thought and revolutionary prac-
tice. They present their ideology
and policy of adaptation as if it
were the continuity of Bolsh-
evism.

Their policy is in reality a
continuation of old Menshevik
ideas, becoming Stalinist policy:
on the two stages of the revo-
lution, on the part that the
working class play (a secondary
role) and even on the capitalist
crisis - on everything.

Thesc are old Menshevik ideas
renewed by Stalinism and now
represented by so-called Trotsk-
yists.

That is why the reconstruction
of the Fourth International is
necessary. There can be no

conciliation with these people.

Like organisations with which
we would like to clarify these
problems - like the Latin Am-
erican LIT. The crisis of this
Fourth International is all one.

e ————————————
Even our Preparatory
Committee can make

mistakes, and
naturally it does. But
they are committed

~onthe basis of a
correct line. While the

centrists have a rotten
line of liquidation of

the Fourth In-
ternational, the
Preparatory Com-
mittee bases itself on
the new situation in
the world proletariat,
characterised by its

. mobilisation, and

more and more its

‘turn against Stalinism.

EEE—EEEE——

The fight against revisionism is

old also, expressed mainly and

necessarily in the centralised

fight of the I'.“.".malional-,,_(,JQm.:,,,
mittee. This'is the continuity -

living in this fight. Without this.
there could be no reconstruction.
Some people are coming Lo say

that there was no continuity

because even the Fourth Inter-

national after Trotsky dicd made

mistakes and the International

Committee made mistakes.

So, it was a fight with its own
Iimitations and mistakes, even
grave mistakes.’

On this basis some people do
not sce the difference between
revisiontsm and centrism and the
forces like the International
(E]ommittec struggling against
that.

They establish a list of positive
and negative side of cach, but
this book kecper’s philosophy is
the way of thinking of all thosc
who declare the Fourth Inter-
national dead. They are

therefore disarming, for instance
the Soviet working class and
youth who are seeking for the
Fourth International.

Even our Preparatory Comm-
ittee can make mistakes, and
naturally it does. But they are
committed on the basis of a
correct line. |

While the centrists have a

rotten line of liquidation of the
Fourth International, the PrcF-
aratory Committee bases itself

on the new situation in the world

proletariat, characterised by its
mobilisation, and more and more
its turn against Stalinism.

The Preparatory Committee
turns untiringly to this class, its
most advanced elements who are
often organised by Stalinist

parties but more and more in

opposition to their leadership.
Only on this basis; in the frame-
work of this fight, do we pay
particular attention to win old
revolutionary members of the
revisionist organisations.

The reconstruction of the Fourth
International is not an internal
affair of those who already con-
sider themselves Trotskyist but
ts the first and the most im-
portant affair of the whole
working class.

Our first task is to introduce the

Fourth International, its history,

its (I)(rogrammc, directly into - the
ranks of the workers and the
youth, cspecially amongst its
advanced clements, firmly in a

fight for the Marxist-Bolshevik

continuity as the Fourth Inte-

" rnational, in a struggle against.

any other so-called traditional

leadership, or other lcadership
than that of the Fourth Inter-

national . |
We present our banner, We are

not representative of other ™

forces, of other organisations. We

~are Trotskyists and this task is
‘now concenlrated, not limited,
but concentrated, in the Soviet

Union.

“"The Soviet working class is now.
ready to give confidence to the

world proletariat by overturning

‘the bureaucracy in its political-
revolution. |

But it can do it only when those
advanced workers who are
fighting to mainain and continue

‘the FFourth International - those

who are engaged in the task of its

reconstruction - pass to them
the flame of Bolshevism which
they preserved in the Fourth
International and in the fight for
it. |

Go forward for the recons-
truction of the Fourth Inter-
national!

Go forward to convince the
most advanced elements of the
working class of the world, and
first of all of the Soviet working
Class!

.......

The popular bookstall at
the meeting

Simon Pirani

gave a report on the League of
Déemocratic Youth conference in
Hungary, which he had attended
on behalf of the Preparatory
Committee. | ‘ |

The League, Hungary’s first
political youth organisation ind-
ependent of the Stalinists, was

founded in March. Members we-

re threatencd with denial of job

opportunities, given police

warnings about ‘forming an il-

legal organisation’, and in one

case forced to end studies by a

military call-up. But Hungary’s

burcaucracy, torn by scrious

economic and political crisis, had

had to tolerate the League’s
confcr_e'nce. atiended by 700.

_‘Therc was great interest in
Trotskyism, in the Hungarian

‘Trotskyists’ paper and the Tran- |
sttional Programme. But Trot-

skyism is little known to this

- generation of Hungarians.

- *The greatest crime of the
bureaucracy is to have educated

‘them to believe that the stifling

Folice regime under which they
lve is ‘the dictatorship of the
roletariat’, and that the
ankrupt Hungarian economy is

’socialist’,’ said Pirani. ‘They
have bcen nearly completcly cut
~off from a knowledge of Bolsh-

evism in the genuine sense of the
word.

Hungarian youth were coming
Iinto political activily on issues
such as the nuclear war threat,
and ecological questions. A rec-
cnt demonstration of 25,000 had
demanded a referendum on the
Nagymaros dam project, which
will have catastrophic consequ-
ences for landscape and villages
around the Danube. Above all,
said Pirani, the Hungarian youth
are calling for democracy.

"Unlikc us Trotskyists, they




make no distinction between

working-class, or ‘'soviet’ parties,
as mentioned in the Transitional
Programme, and bourgeois

arties. They demand legality
or all parties.

- “Such is their concern for
democracy, and their belief that

the domination of one person or

faction in their own organisation
- could be prevented by properly
democratic statutes, that the en-
tire weekend conference was
spent discussing this question.’

Pirani reported that he had
addressed the conference,
welcoming the League’s determ-
ination to ‘take responsibility for
their own future’, and asking the
congress ‘not to have illusions in
western bourgeois democracy.
Look to the workers of western

Europe, to the students, to the

Irish and South Africans who are
struggling for democratic and
national rights against imperialist
‘democracy’ - not to Thatcher
and the bourgeoisie”.

(A further report on the
‘League of Democratic Youth’
conference will appear in next
week’s Workers FPress). |

A TRIMENDOUS £745.23 was
collected at the meeting.In
making the collection,

Geoff Pillin

said a decisive stage had been
reached in the rebuilding of the
Fourth International.

In 1985 the Workers Revol-
utionary Party arrived at a point
‘where it almost broke completely
asunder. Healy had systemati-
cally used his position of auth-
ority Lo sexually abuse a large
number of female comrades and

physically abuse many, many

others.

The old leadership was expelled
and a number of members
decided a Trotskyist party could
only be rcbuilt on the basis of 2
profound struggle, theoretically
and politically against the phil-
istinism that dominated and
almost destroyed the WRP.

The struggle to resolve this crisis
had enabled contact with imp-
ortant forces, separated from tEc
movement for a long time. The
presence of an Irish comrade on
the platform was proof of this.

"We are not celebrating the 50
years of the Fourth International
as historians. We are celebrating
these 50 years from the point of

- view of serious consideration of

the possibilities of rebuilding the
international and the great resp-
onsibilities that fall upon the
shoulders of every one of us in
that task”.

On the basis of a series of str-

uggles the stage had been.

reached where a Centre could be
launched for the rebuilding of
the Fourth International as the
World Party of Socialist Revo-
lution, on the foundation of all
the accumulated theoretical and
political experiences of the
movement which must be con-
tinually reappropriated and
developed in line with the
€ENnOormous new upsurge in the
class struggle.

Referring to Peter Fryer’s
report, he said the primary task
was to build 4 section of the
Fourth International in the
Soviet Union. |

Workers Press had reported that
£500 had been donatcdpby a Jap-
anese Trotskyist organisation
with whom contact had been lost

since 1966. They had now written

saying a further £500 was com-
ing, and indicating they want
discussions about the Fourth

International and its rebuilding.
This response showed the
enormous impact the call for the
rebuilding of the Fourth

International would have and
already was having.

Pilling went on: "How better

can we commemorate the SOth
anniversary of the founding of
the Fourth International than by

saying that we*will dedicate

ourselves now to this task?

‘The International was founded
upon the greatest idcas - the

idcas of Marxism. It was also

founded on enormous sacrifice,
resulting as it did from a long
bitter struggle against the rising
Stalinist bureaucracy.’

Patrick Corre

brought greetings from the Fren-

<h comrades grouped around the
paper, ‘Rebuild the Fourth Inter-

national’.

He said that the anniversary
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couldn’t be separated from the

great political developments
under way all over the world.
"Workers are taking back the
initiative and taking up a
merciless struggle against the

~decaying capitalist system,’ he

said. | '
‘The current situation is one of

~revolutionary upsurge of the

working class trying to free itself
from its bankrupt lcadership.

"This anniversary for those in

the Preparatory Committee is
much more than a simple cele-
bration - it is a real call to fight
for Trotskyism to put down its
roots in the heart of the working
class. It is only Trotskyism that is
capable of leading workers to
victory.”

Patrick went on to say that the
enemices of the working class all

over the world are common ene-

mies. ‘“There are many examples

“of the counter-revolutionary all-

1ance of Stalinist burcaucracics
and the bourgeoisic,’ he said.

. "To those in the meeting who
are not Trotskyist,” he said, ‘the
reconstruction of the Fourth Int-
crnational is not just an internal
matter for Trotskyists - it is your
matter too.”

The crisis of the Fourth Intern- |

ational has its roots in the Stal-
Inist extermination of the Bol-
sheviks which inflicted very ser-
tous blows on the world vanguard
of the working class. But the
Preparatory Committee is
testimony to the struggle carried
on against all those who have
tried Lo liquidate the Fourth Int-

crnational, such as the Unified
~ Sccretariat. -

In responsc to the Ten Points
which gave birth to the

Preparatory Committee,'Patrick

said that the group in France is

preparing for a Trotskyist Con-
ference in France 1o develop the
struggle against Stalinism and
Pabloism. |

‘Such a conference would give -

courage to the militants in the
working class disgusted by their

old leadership’s-opportunism,’ he -

said. The forces are now present
in France to build the rcv-

olutionary Trotskyist party. ‘The

best homage we can pay to the

“memory and struggle of Lcon

Trotsky.” Partick said, ‘is to carry

| The audience and part of the platform at the 50th anniversary meeting
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News

| briefs. . .

US nuclear
danger

THE SAVANNAH River nuclear
wcapons plant in South Carolina
had been shut down between
nine and 12 times a year for
nearly two decades, the US
Department of Energy disclosed
recently. |

A study which had taken five
months to be made public also
revealed that exposure to radia-
tton for some workers at the
plant greatly exceeded US safe-
ty limits. |
Many of the country’s nuclear
experts have stated.that if civil-
1an reactors had experienced the
same serious problems, they

- would have been closed immed-

tately,

According to Energy Department
officials the report was sent to
Washington at the beginning of
May but not received by the ag-
cncy’s chicf safety operator until
22 September. Two of the reac-
tors, designed to produce pluton-
tlum and tritium for nuclear
wcaponry, have been taken out
of service permanently.

Save jt!

ANY illusion that consumers
might benefit from improved
cfficiency when the electricity
industry is privatised have been.
quickly dispelled. The latest
announcement of the Tory
government’s plans makes it
clcar that most of the savings

from cheaper coal and other cost

savings will be allowed to be
passed on to sharcholders of the

‘electricity generating companies.
Toll of China’s
‘missile
programme

OVER 400 people, among them o

three army generals, have died
at the Jiuquan rocket launching

. site in China’s western province .
§ of ‘Gansu since it was built 30
‘years ago. A state radio

announcement said that nearly

1,000 missiles and rockets and 19
satelites has been launched in

that period but it gave no dctails
of how the victims met their
deaths. - |

Job training
discrimination

WIDESPREAD racial discrim-
ination cxists in employer-based
training schemes, according to
statistics included in a report
from the Youth Employment and
Training Resource Unit in Birm-
ingham. ‘
More than 40 large companies.
some of them engaging 300
tratnecs, were discovered to have
no black or Asian trainces at all:
a further-27 companies who
provide job training for over
double that figure had at most
one or two from ethnic minor-
ilies apicce. |

Black pcople nationally repres-
ented only 3.3 per cent of YTS -

- tratnees 1n all schemes.

it .
e Ve Wu—;-wﬂsa—m*m_www S e kg




-

Personal Column

| More about

- Moscow

LAST week’s interview with me 1n
Workers Press was done in a bit of a hurry,
and a few mistakes, or misunderstandings,

crept in. Perhaps those had better be clear-

ed up first.

Most important, I don’t want to go on
record as claiming that there are ‘thous-

ands’ of prostitute women working the -

Intourist hotels in Moscow. That was hyp-
erbole. .

But there are in fact several hundred such
women, and anyone who doubts it should
tead the article in the weekly ‘Moscow

er twee headline: ‘Ladies of the Night and
~ Travelling Mausicians.’ |

It pinpoints the spot where ‘the most exp- |

ensive prostitutes gather. Splendid ladies
in Cardin dresses and girls in their teens
‘who'd do just as well in school uniforms. . .
J 'z;_pan has already brought out a catalogue
‘Two hundred Moscow Girls’ with their 1
- photographs, measurements and telephone
numbers. -

‘At the corner we met Yevgeny Chaik-
ovsky, head of the criminal investigation
department in charge of combating pros-
titution. He knows practically everything
 about his wards. One, he says, knows four
languages in addition to Russian. Another
has been caught more than 20 times.

‘He knows them personally but he cant

1ake legal action against them. The law
doesn allow him to. ... | |
. *Whether because it was nasty weather or

to keep out of sight, almost all the girls

waited in taxi-cabs and privatc cars parked

'SEEIT..

by the hotel entrance while smart gﬁys in
leather jackets did their bidding for them.’

It was recalling the days when the British
Communist Party claimed - and I claimed
with them - that prostitution and venereal
diseases had been done away with for ever
in the ‘Land of Socialism’that led me to

“speak of a ‘delayed disillusionment’ when

I read this article and then saw for myself
the sad reality it descnbes.

The black market rate for £20 is 100
roubles, not 200. My allusion to the hippo-
riff was a reference to the Democratic
nion, which was launched last May under
the leadership of a former camp inmate
called Valeria Novodvorskaya, jailed in
1969 for throwing leaflets against the
invasion of Czechoslovakia from the balc-

. “ony of the Palace of Soviets.
News’ for 18 September last, with the rath-

Her organisation, which claims to be a
olitical party, consists basically of two
actions: one of social-democrats, the
other of Euro- Communists. )

*Kalalisky’ is in fact Boris Kagarlitsky,
whose important book ‘The %’hinking

Reed®, an account of Soviet intellectuals

and their relationship with the state from
1917 to the 1980s, was recently translated
by Brian Pearce and published by Verso.

"More than one friend who read the
.interview has asked me: ‘Didn’t you find

;anything good in Moscow?’ The short

:answer is: of course I did.
No one could come away from a visit 1o

_the Lenin Library, for instance, without a

feeling of deep admiration for that exemp-
lary institution, with its stock of over gS
million books, journals, annual newspaper
files, sheet music, and maps, in 247
lmglllge's. E : : :
The Lenin Library recently declassified
over 6,000 books that had been suppressed

under Stalih, and put them back on the

~ stacks. Ei%ht hundred of them are curren-

tly on display in a public exhibition, where
I saw people eagerly examining these long-
hidden volumes and making notes. The
library also boasts a splendid museum of
book history, and it was a pleasure to see
parties of schoolchildren being shown
round and introduced to its riches.

Another place I visited, and found it hard
to tear myself away from, was the Central

Lenin Museum, which assembles some-
thing like 13,000 memorabilia. |

There’s even a scale model of the British
Museum Reading Room as it was when
Marx and, later, Lenin used it, indicating
the seats they habitually sat in. A half-
-hour film, shown every hour, incorporates
rare footage of Lenin speaking in public,
chatting, and nursing a cat.

But when I searched this museum’s 34

rooms for any reference to Trotsky, I found

only one: in a list of members of the first
Soviet government, as printed in Pravda in
November 1917. Stalin has also been vir-

tually written out of the record: all I found -

were two tiny pictures of him as a Central
Committee member, and two more of him
as a participant in the Yalta and Potsdam
conferences. .

This is history as ideology.
Lastly, it’s always said that one of the best
things in Moscow is the Metro, and I found

this to be quite true. Unlike the ‘London -

Underground, it’s clean, cheap (the longest
trip costs five copecks), and efficient.

I rarely had to wait more than two minutes
for a train, and never more than three. And
the digital clocks on every platform, that

tell you the time and the interval that has
elasped since the last train, are invariably

correcl.

- our comrades t

BY TOM OWEN
MUSEUM
POLITICS

FOR ME this year's Labour
Party Conference is shot thro-
ugh with historical and political

‘ironies. | wonder what those
- Young Socialist and Young
Communist League members
of the Cardiff University Soc-
ialist Society Committee, who
watched Hugh Gaitskell promise
to ‘fight, fight and fight again’
against the TGWU’s support for
the Norwood CLP’s unilateralist
“resolution at the Scarborough

Conference of 1960, are saying.

and doing now. | know what one
of them is saying and doing

now. He is not cheering Ron

Todd with the same enthus-
iasm as he cheered Frank Cou-
sins! \ |
if you haven't ?'uessed , one of
en was Kinn-
ock, who replaced his childhood
dream of being a policeman
with policing the working class -
ike more successful gendarmes
such as Gorbachev and Felipe
Gonzales. These ‘new’ leaders
are at great pains to dress up
their threadbare opportunism in
the trappings of ‘modernisation’.
That ‘market forces’ are seen as

new phenomena after nearly

italism in Britain gives us a clue
to the speed of Kinnock's men-
tal and political reflexes, but will
not convince the modern prolet-
ariat, which is in desperate need
of that ‘antiquated’ form of mo-
dernism’ - revolutionary leader-

shio.

There was also nothing new in
the behaviour of those ‘left’
Labour MPs who voted against
their constituency mandates in
the leadership context, like
Richard Caborn (Sheffield Cen-
tral) and David Blunkett
(Sheffield Brightside). That tl;edy
should have voted for.the moad-
ernisers is ironic. Behind the
arthritic Stalinist rhetoric and
the Methodist cant of these two
gentiemen lie the deep uncert-
ainties that the crisis generates

in the Soviet Union and as far

afield as provincial Sheftield.
After 50 years of Labour rule,

‘the city which was hailed as a

maodel of municipal socialism is

an uwrban and industrial waste-

land.

| T.he ‘modernisers’ of _thé - nev .
 deskilled, the diminishing skilled

Labour group claim that they

“are reshaping the city for the

21st century. Their planners
have now abandoned high
density functionalist structures

which dominate the city sky-

line ,for less dramatic ‘post-
-modernist’ shopping

two centuries of full blown cap-

complexes. These look like
sand-blasted mill yards sporting
Dickensian cheese shops and
delicatessen, surveyed by
'Swiss' clocks with revolving

- statues of 19th century knife

grinders. |

In fact the city is awash with
municipal nostalgia for the
steam age. As with all nostalgia
the memory is selective to the
point of fiction. There is not
much nostalgia for the ‘Shef-
field Outrages’ nor the physical
force Chartist insurrectionary
incidents, nor for that matter the
Sheffield Shop Stewards Move-
ment of the First World War,

‘whose internationalism cont-
ributed to the fledgling Comm-

unist movement in Britain and
stands in stark contrast to the
present grovelling Social-
-patriotism of the vanous Com-
munist parties and the Labour
Party.

What remains of the working

class movement of the past are
those ‘modern’ leaders of the

‘traditional' working class, who
~ manage as civic entrepeneurs

the public sector workers, the
newly skilled, the recently

and the part-time, mostly
women, workers. -

They are the bureacratic husk
threshed out of the mill of
Thatcherism. Their only cultural
refuge is ‘nostalgia’. its mater-

“are bot

ialisation is museums. Not the

kind of museum which the

shrewd 19th century philanthr- |
opists founded in the tace of

the English aristocracy’s rush
to flog off the national heritage
during the crises of Victorian
capitalism. S
The two new museums
recentlg opened to the public
ambitiously and amb-
iguously- nostalgic. The first -
‘Kelham Island’ - is a vast ind-
ustrial museum which preser-
ves and reconstructs the Sheft-

ield trades of cutleg,hsteel |
-heavy

production, light an
engineering. The ultimate i

is that workers being retrained
are taken on trips to view the

monstrous engines which so
recently stood over them like
avenging angels.

The other is the new Ruskin

gallery. It was a reasonably -
civilised wine lodge. It is now a.

little temple to the Muses, an
ERAKTHAON in the comer of a

' 19th century vintner's shop.

That the Sheffield left, after 50
years of Labour rule, should
celebrate Ruskin because of his
fleeting acquaintance with the
city demonstrates the cultural
bankruptcy of this brand of
municipal socialism. Ruskin’s
guild socialism, guritanism and

reactionary aestheticism has its
most literal and material

expression in Italian fascism.




| Spain and B
| the International

| Brigades

BY KEITH SCOTCHER

TODAY in Sbuthern Africa and
in Palestine Stalinism seeks to
betray the international

working class, as 50 years ago it .

betrayed the Spanish workers
into the hands of fascism.
Today-it preaches the same
dirty cant of compromise and
subservience to bourgeois
parties and forces.

But 50 years ago the Comm-
unist Party could still assume
"the mantle of Bolshevism and
1917. Today it has much greater
‘difficulty in doing so as the
yolitical revolutiion gathers
orce in the Soviet Union, and
class conscious workers In
South Africa raise a banner at
their annual conference proc-
laiming ‘Down with Stalimism’.

This weekend Stalinists and
some survivors are ‘celebrating’
the withdrawal of the Internat-
ional Brigades from Spain 50
years ago. Stalin ordered the
withdrawal, six months before
Franco’s final victory in the
Spanish Civil War, as he turned
towards Berlin and the signing
of a pact with Hitler less than a
year later.

Once again, as in China 1927
and Germany 1933, the policies
of the Comintern under Stalin’s
leadership had proved not only
disastrous, but the main factor
in the strangling of revolut-
ionary struggles. Troisky, co-
leader with Lenin of the Russ-
ian Revolution, had formed the
International Left Opposition to
fight to win the Communist
Parties back to the revolut-
ionary path. The victory of
Hitler meant that new revol-
utionary parties had to be built
and Trotsky strove to rearm
the movement with a revolut-
ionary perspective, insistin
that in Spain even a_smal%
movement, armed with a corr-
ect theory, could make a decis-
ive intervention by providing a
revolutionary programme, party,
‘and leadership. |

Republic

The Spanish revolution began
following the 1929 financial
crash with the collapse of Pri-

mo de Rivera’s dictatorship and

the proclamation of the Second
Republic in April 1931. The fail
of the old regime aroused every
kind of dissatisfaction and
hope amongst the mass of

landless peasants. The bourg-
eois republican government
would resolve none of their
problems-and-within months
suppressed a wave of strikes
with artillery. |

At this time the Communist
Party with just 800 members
was following the ultra-Jeft
‘third period’ policy of the
Comintern (1928-34) and was

isolated from the majority of

workers led by anarcho-

‘syndicalists (CNT.)

‘Asturia

The development of strikes and
peasant uprisings grew and in
October 1934 the Asturian wor-
kers rose, led by the miners.
The republican prime minister,
Leroux ordered General Franco
to suppress the rising with the
Spanish Foreign Legion.

5,000 were killed and 30,000
taken prisoner, but this blow
did not prove decisive. The
Seventh Congress of the Com-
intern in August 1935 adopted

- the Popular Front policy of un-

ity with ‘progressive’ bourgeois
and abandoned all pretence of
revolutionary aims.

1936

A popular front government
was elected in Spain in Feb-
ruary 1936 and was supported

by the Communist Party, the

Anarchists and the POUM. On-
ly the Trotskyists, few in num-
ber, opposed the bourgeois
coalition.

In July the fascist rebellion
began in Morocco, spreading to
Spain. The outbreak of armed
struggle brought the revolu-
tionary situation to a head.
Workers rose to seize their
factories and defeated the
military on the streets of Mad-
rid and Barcelona.

Peasants seized the land,
churches were burnt and factory

bosses, landowners and army SSWAY

by the government in a non-
revolutionary defence of bour-
geolis democracy.

Stalin wrote to the popular
front government insisting on
the protection of private pro-

perty.

Barcelona

A month after the bombing of
Guernica in April 1937 the Stal-
inist chief of police in Catalonia
ordered assault guards to attack
Anarchist and POUM held pos-
itions in Barcelona. Thousands
of workers came out to man st-
reet barricades challenging the
power of the capitalist-Stalinist
‘government. The Anarchist and
POUM leaders accepted a truce

.-and a promise of no reprisals.

Troops from Valencia were
brought in to occupy Barcelona
and a repression began.

Anarchist, POUM and militia
members were arrested on sight,
many were shot.

Poum

The Stalinists accused the
POUM of being Franco’s agents
and demanded they be out-
lawed. Antonov-QOvseenko, the
Russian Consul General,
ordered the POUM
headquarters be closed. The
POUI&I was declared illegal and
its central committee arrested.

Andres Nin, a former leader
of the Communist Party, was
handed over to the GPJteam
led by Orlov, Vidali and Gero
who murdered him after failing
to make him sign a confession
to being a fascist agent.

Stalin

The Stalinists consolidated the
bourgeois character of the

republican government and cut
off the route to victory by the

revolutionary mobilisation of
the workers and peasants. They

promised nothing but the cont-
inuation of bourgeois rule.

There was not even a decl-
aration of independence for
Morocco in order to undermine
Franco’s army made up largely

officers fled in terror as trib- {edk i S
unals were set up to deal out ‘F* BisEEE

revolutionary justice.

Meanwhile, in Moscow
Zinoviev and Kamenev were
being tried and executed in the
first of the Moscow Trials.

The Communist Party joined §

the ‘socialist’ led popular front

government in September. In
reality there was no unity with a
bourgeoisie who had gone over
to Franco, only with its shadow
- a few liberal politicians. The

workers and predominaatly the gzwer was there for the takin
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of Moroccans.

After the Barcelona events,
the fortunes of the republican
side went into rapid decline as
revolutionary hopes waned.
Franco's forces gradually cut off
and surrounded the republican
held areas, closing in on the
government which had retreated
to Barcelona.

By his policy in Spain, Stalin
had hoped to win an alliance
with France and Britain against
Germany, but in 1938 Cham-
berlain and Daladier made the
Munich agreement with Hitler.
The Spanish revolution was
sacrificed for the Kremlin’s
diplomatic manoeuvres. Now
Stalin was anxious to extricate
himself from Spain.

The International Brigades
fought their last battles in the
Ebro campaign in September
1938 and had withdrawn b

November. -

By the following April Franco
declared the complete victory of
fascism. /

The republican bourgeois and
CP leaders fled leaving the wo-

-rking class to suffer the conse-

guences of mass repression.
00,900 were executed after the
fighting had ceased. ™

©On 22 August 1939 Stalin sign- *

ed his peace pact with Hitler.

‘Stalinism had become the main

counter-revolutionary force
within . the workers" movement,
wanting to eliminate the need
for fascism by proving that they
themselves would strangle the
revolution in the name of
‘democracy’.

The only movement to draw
the lessons and fight these
betrayals was the Trotskyist
movement which founded the
Fourth International 50 years

ago in the heat of these strug-
gles. y

As the founding document
stated, the crisis of humanity is
reduced to the crisis of
leadership of the working class

. Today these lessons are
decisive in the rebuilding of the
world revolutionary movement,

A ®
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- BY TOM KEMP

THE situation in Algeria, rev-
ealed by the recent riots, shows
once again the inability of the
national bourgeoisie, however
radical, to carry through the tasks

~of the bourgeois revolution in

underdeveloped countries.

Independent Algeria came into
existence as a result of a prol-
onged and bitter struggle against
French imperialism, which be-
gan in November 1954, and ended
with independence on July 1.
1962.

The present regime rests on a
one-party system based on the

FLN, which led the national stru-

ggle, and is backed by a powerful
army. Despite the claim to have
carried out socialist measures,
Algeria remains dependent on
the capitalist world market.
‘Virtually all its exports consist of

‘primary products, mostly

petroleum. Indeed without oil
money, the country would be
completely poverty stricken.
With the pogulation' growing at
a high rate, three percent ann-
ually, there is increasing press-
ure on the job market and the
food supply. Twenty percent of
imports consist of food, and
another 50 percent of man-
ufactured goods. |

- The attempt to industrialise the
. economy through state-owned
‘enterprises has not tackled the

root problem of an under-

developed‘country with an

overabundant labour supply.
While part of agriculture has
been collectivised in imitation of
Eastern Europe, the growing pop-

‘ulation has crowded into a few

big cities, where unemployment
and under-employment are rife.

The official figure of 20
percent is not taken seriously.

' BY BOB MYERS

AN AUDIENCE of trade
unionists from different
British Tyre and Rubber
(BTR) factories leapt to their
feet dancing, fists clenched, in

the manner of the South

African youth as we saw them
daily on TV preparing to face
the state forces. Leading
them on stage were seven
South African women singing
‘Viva NUMSA, Viva COSATU,
Moses Mayekiso must be
released.’ |

The concert marked the finale
of an international conference
which united BTR factory workers
from South Africa, Britain and
America - all agreed on one princ-
iple - the necessity for an
international trade union organ-
isation to smash multi-nationals
like BTR. A further conference is
being organised.

The singers at the concert were
wives and daughters of strikers at

Printed by PresslLink |
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The safety valve of immigration
has been cut off by mounting

unemployment in France and the.

growth of racism. Masses of

young people with high school or

university education find that
there are no jobs, and prospects

‘poor. . |

Repression of political opp-
onents, bureaucratic misrule, and
the consolidation of the priv-
ileges of a state bourgeoisie have
characterised Algerian politics
since independence.

While oil prices were high, pr-
oblems could be glossed over.
Imports of food and manufactured
goods could be paid for, the

.military and the plethoric civil

service could be kept happy. The
fall in oil prices exposed the
weaknesses of the economy, its
dependence on the world market,
and its one sided nature. Earnings

from petroleum exports fell from
some $1250 million in 1985 to
under $800 million in 1986 and

- $900 million last year.

While oil prices were high, the
government borrowed heavily
from the international banks,
leaving Algeria with a debt now
over $2,500 million. Servicing
the debt has become increasingly
onerous. | -

- Although it was kept out of the

direct clutches of the IMF and

the World Bank, the government
of President Chedli Benjedid has
moved in the same direction as

those tools of international fin-

ance have ordered other devel-
oping countries to take; cutback
on state projects, open the way
for private capital, impose aust-
erity on the population. Algeria
has moved closerto the United

States and to the ‘moderate”
Arab regimes. Some of the state
farms have been dissolved, and

the South African Sarmcol plant
and were accompanied by the

secretary of the stewards.

of using their talents or skills are

When the Palestinian National
Council next meets on 1
November, it will have before it
a proposal from the PLO exec-
utive to declare an independent
state of Palestine. The decl-
aration, it 1s claimed, has a legal
basis in United Nations reso-
lution 181, passed in 1947. This
proposed the partition of Pal-
estine into Arab and Jewish stat-
es and was superceded by the
declaration of the State of Israel.

The idea was floated by Arafat
and his supporters in August of

They are here, like the men who
came to Britain last year with
‘The Long March’, to raise
support for the strike and for the
workers’ co-op that has been
established to try and feed the
families. They are touring the
country with an evening of song

and dance called ‘Sisters of the
Long March.’ |

Two of the performers are
wives of strikers and are union
militants at the nearby Prestige

factory. The others are ‘daughters

of strikers and all unemployed.

All live in families where tiny or
non-existent incomes have to
feed large numbers of
unemployed.

Alice Ngubane’s family of 11
depend on their grandmother’s
pension of £45 every two months.

But if anyone doubts that Both-

a’'s state of emergency, the det-
entions and the murders have

nternational (UK) Ltd., Unit 4&5 Castle Industrial Estate, Ele
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- more encouragement has been

given to the private sector.

These crisis measures have only
undermined the credibility of the

regime, building up frustration

and resentment, which exploded
into something like a popular
insurrection in the past week or
SO. | |

In the absence‘(')f'any alter-

native, many disgruntled petty
bourgeois youth, as in other Mus-
lim countries, have turned to Isl-
amic fundamentalism, which sees
the answer in strict obedience to
the teachings of the Koran. But
religious fanaticism cannot res-
olve the economic and political

problems of Algeria, nor any

other underdeveloped countries
suffering from the effects of wor-
ld economic crisis. The future
lies with the growing working
class, which had already come
into collision with the govern-

" ment in a series of strikes before

;h'e latest wave of discontent.

brokén the spirit of resistance
go and see ‘Sisters of the Long

March’.

Like ‘The Long March’ this is
the voice not only of opponents
of apartheid, but of capitalism.

Jabu Ndlovu told me why they
were boycotting the coming
municipal elections.

‘They are a.waste of time.

Anyway, when we do elect

someone we want to elect
workers. Not someone who
wants to be a town councillor.
Doctors, lawyers, dentists - they
don’t have the problems we
have. We will elect workers
within our workers structures.’

Their loyalty to their union
NUMSA and determination to
free Moses Mayekiso is loud
and clear.

For a complete list of their
venues u ecember write 10

to
SAWCO Project Office
PO Box 153FLxeicester LE2
y '
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this year, after King Hussein
made his announcement that
Jordan would drop all respons-
ibility for the administration of

the West Bank.

After the declaration of a
Palestinian state, the next step
would be the setting up of a
‘government in exile’, but this is
not being recommended at this
stage. Instead, the Council will
be asked to give the Executive
powers to form it at some future
time.

The implications of this move
are far-reaching. After decades
of struggle against the Zionist
state, under the slogan of a ‘dem-
ocratic, secular Palestine’, the
PLO would be implicitly rec-

ognising Israel’s right to exist as

a Jewish theocratic state The
state of Palestine would in fact
be claiming only the West Bank
and Gaza Strip areas, at present
occupied by the Zionists.

The ‘Intifada’, in which the
occupants of these areas have

" been battling against the Zionist

troops, would be channelled into
this limited aim. Pdlestinians

. living within Israel would be eff-

ectively abandoned.

The PLO spokesman who ann-
ounced the new decision refused
to answer questions about whe-
ther 1t would be followed by
open recognition of Israel.

Two factors have delayed this
move, one is the situation in Alg-

iers, which was the most prob-

able venue for the National
Council meeting. The otheris

the forthcoming general election
in Israel. Some sections of the
PLO are worried that the decl-
aration of a Palestinian state
would frighten voters into incr-
easing support for the right-wing
Likud party. |

There i1s increasing evidence
that the more conciliatory stance
of the PLO leadership has been
adopted under pressure irom
Moscow. Two PLO delega:ions
are abroad at present consulting
with international leaders - one
in Libya and the other in Mos-
cow.

These activities are certainly
part of the preparation for a
Middle East ‘peace conference’
which would cement a US-
Zionist-Moscow deal at the
expense of the Palestinian
people.
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