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South African
election appeal

LAST week’s Workers Press contained a moving
appeal to continue the election fund started for our
comrades in the Workers International to Rebuild the
Fourth International (South Africa).

The Workers International received more than 5,000
votes in the elections, even though they only stood in
Western Cape and Natal. They now want to build on
that! They plan to stand in the coming local elections
and they need to develop their work in other ways.

Yesterday (Friday 3 June) they were planning to
launch their own monthly paper, ‘Workers International
Press'. We send them our comradely greetings in this
venture. On the centre pages of this paper we publish
a contribution to the discussion on the future for our
party in South Africa.

B Rush money, made payable to ‘Workers Interna-
tional’, to: PO Box 735, London SW8 1YB.
[===t s ss bt e e e e L ]

PRIME MINISTER John Major’'s
crude attack on the thousands
of people forced to live on the
streets of London and Britain’s
other major cities has met with
deep revulsion amongst mil-
lions of people.

If ever there was a case of
blaming the victim for the crime
this is it!

After driving thousands of mentally
and physically handicapped people out
onto the streets in the name of so-called
‘community care’, after taking away
benefits from 16- to 18-year-olds, the
Tories, in their struggle to survive, now
attack homeless people .

Even the Tory press distanced itself:

‘Mr Major was . . . on dangerous
ground . . .”, commented ‘The Times’ (30
May). ‘Merely to attack the beggars and
urge the public to set the police on them
is to show a misunderstanding of the na-
ture of the problem. . . . He has descended
into the banalities of the saloon bar.’

‘Mr Major was unwise’, said the usual-
ly arch-loyal ‘Daily Telegraph’ (30 May),
‘not to have consulted those with first-
hand knowledge of the factors at work.’

Major’s attack came as part of a gener-
al drive against the homeless and others
in receipt of state benefits.

B The government announced plans to
slash housing benefit. Chief secretary to
the Treasury Michael Portillo is backing
moves to allow rents to rise to ‘market’
levels but not provide full compensation to
those receiving housing benefit.

B It was announced last week that many
of London’s hostels, on which many home-
less people depend, are to close.

Significant

Equally significant has been the reac-

.tion of the Labour leaders.

B Tony Blair, favourite to succeed John
Smith as leader, fully agreed with the
Tories that ‘objectionable begging’ should
be punished with the full force of the law.
B After Jack Straw, in charge of
Labour’s Euro-election campaign, hinted
that Labour might restore benefits to 16-
and 17-year-olds, Shadow Chancellor Gor-
don Brown immediately retorted that
Labour would come up with a solution
‘within existing budgets’ — that is that
there would be no restoration.

B Next came social security spokesman
Donald Dewar, who refused to say
whether the benefits would be reinstated
but said he was awaiting the findings of
Labour’s Commission on Social Justice.
B Within hours the commission reported
on its Citizens’ Service plan that would
involve 16- to 24-year-olds not in work, in
training or in education taking part in
community schemes in return for £50 a
week plus food and travelling expenses.

Although the report’s author, James
McCormick, says that ‘Citizens’ Service
should not become a public works
programme nor a means of substituting
for paid labour’, that is just what it
intends.

Yet more local authority workers will
be sacked and replaced by young people
working for a pittance. Nor will such a
scheme remain voluntary: those refusing
such ‘community service’ will undoubted-
ly have their benefits taken away.

Chairman of the commission Sir Gor-
don Borrie boasted that his scheme would
actually save the Treasury money after
five years, when every £100 spent on the
scheme would bring extra savings of £25.

No wonder Tory transport secretary
John MacGregor said: ‘It is now clear that
despite the impression the Labour Party
were trying to give, they would not find
more facilities beyond what we have done
ourselves.” In other words, Labour and
Tory policies are identical.

At least this helps make clear to the
tens of thousands forced to live on the
streets, as well as the millions living on
state hand-outs, that they can expect no-
thing from a Labour government.
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The fight
against
fascism

THE large numbers of young people who turned
out in support of the Anti-Nazi League demon-
stration held in London last weekend is an
indication of the widespread revulsion that
exists against the British National Party and
other fascist groups.

But two things should be pointed out. In the first
place, there was a notable absence of trade union
banners on the demonstration. The banners that
did appear were almost all from local union bran-
ches. Secondly, there was an equally notable
absence of black people on the demonstration.

It would be easy to criticise the politics of the
Socialist Workers Party, the effective organisers of
the march. In the manner of the middle-class
radical, it has always seen fascism as a ‘single-
issue’ matter.

After abandoning the Anti-Nazi League a decade
ago, the SWP has cynically revived the organisa-
tion because it thinks there is some political capital
to be gained there. At the same time, the SWP has
never turned the fight against fascism into the
working class; indeed, they have traditionally
avoided any sustained fight against the trade union
and Labour bureaucracy.
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DESPITE the validity of such criticisms, we
must identify the main culprits who prevent the
development in Britain of a working-class
movement against the growing threat of racism
and fascism: the official leaderships of the
trades unions and the Labour Party.

A striking illustration of where these leaders
stand in the fight against racism came last week.
Tory Home Secretary Michael Howard, not for the
first time playing the racist card, conjured up the
vision of hordes of immigrants overrunning Britain
should Labour and its allies win a majority in the
European parliament.

How did the Labour leaders react to this racist
outburst? Far from defending the right of workers
to move freely from country to country to seek work
wherever they can, Jack Straw, co-ordinator of
Labour's European election campaign, bent over
backwards to stress that immigration into Britain
would remain a ‘national’ question and that the
present racist immigration laws would remain intact
under Labour.

These same Labour leaders have not only re-
mained silent on the question of Bosnia — where
the Serbian regime is daily carrying out a policy of
fascist ‘ethnic cleansing’ — they have sided with
the pro-Serbian position of the Tory government.
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THAT the labour leaders cannot even begin to
lead a fight against fascism and racism is no
accident. The trade union and Labour bureau-
cracy is itself a product of imperialism, a reflec-
tion of the most privileged layers in the working
class who gained certain benefits from the
exploitation by millions of workers throughout
the world by British imperialism.

Fascism arises out of the contradictions of capit-
alism in its epoch of decay. It issues not out of any
‘irrationalism’, not out of the ‘policies’ of any gov-
ernment, but out of the unemployment, out of an
insoluble housing crisis, and out of the desperation
that capitalism inflicts on millions of people, espe-
cially young people, even in the so-called ‘rich’
countries.

Fascism can be fought only through the mobilisa-
tion of the working class on a socialist programme
that will tackle the problem of fascism at its root: the
control of the world's human and material resour-
ces by a tiny number of financial and industrial
monopolies .

That fight is inseparable from the fight against the
existing leadership of the working-class movement.

Letters

Campaign to
start for the
disabled

TORY minister for the disabled
Nicholas Scott has admitted
that he misled the House of
Commons over the govern-
ment’s recent blocking of the
Civil Rights (Disabled Persons)
Bill, a private member’s bhill.
Disabled people took direct ac-
tion near parliament on 18 May,
to protest against the govern-

ment, by chaining themselves to ~

buses and even lying in the road
after abandoning their wheel-
chairs.

Those disabled people who
do not work — and the only work
reserved for the disabled is as
car park attendants and lift
operators — mostly have to sur-
vive on social-security benefits.
A further attack on disabled
people will come through the
new incapacity benefit, with its
revised assessment of who is

Disabled people taking direct action near parliament on 18 May

and is not capable of work. This
is simply a ploy by the govern-
ment to save around £1.2 billion
on the present bill for invalidity
benefit.

People will be judged under
the new medical test on whether
they can walk or not — which
could especially affect the men-
tally ill — and how many limbs
they can use. The judges will
generally be looking for any ex-
cuse to strike them off the new
benefit.

The scuppering of the bhill
that would have guaranteed
civil rights for disabled people
is part of the Tory government’s
all-round attack on working peo-
ple, the unemployed and the
sick.

In Dundee a campaign is to
be started around exemption
from the medical test for the
new incapacity benefit. This is
to be taken up by those suffering
from mental illness, and a peti-
tion is to be started as the first
step in the fight against this
hated government.

Ken Singer
Dundee

HAVING made the monthly fund
figure last week, can we sit back
and survey what we've achieved
with a sense of smug satisfac-
tion?

Of course we can’'tl While our
financlal problems do not match
those of Chancellor of the
Exchequer Kenneth Clarke and
Treasury chief secretary Michael
Portillo, it sometimes feels like
we're catching up with the public
debt of approaching £50 billion
and counting. Now the govern-
ment's response on behalf of
capitalism Is to hit out at the
working class and oppressed and
slash public spending.

Hence Prime Minister John
Major’s vicious attack on the
homeless, many of whom are for-
ced to beg to keep body and soul
together. How dare that creep
Major say that the homeless don't
need to beg and can live off the
measly benefits that his govern-
ment has consistently cut back,
particularly those for the young.

Although | didn’t hear any
quote from Major that the home-
less were ‘sponging’, that was
clearly what he meant. He might
well draw back from that direct
accusation (not that he has much
principle in this respect), given
that he is a political representa-
tive of a class — the bourgeoisie
— that makes money out of the
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Class
struggle in
the US

I HAVE just returned from a
seven weeks’ research trip to
America. My lasting impress-
ion is of the strikes that I saw in
New York, Durham in North
Carolina, and Los Angeles of
transport workers, teachers,
and hospital workers. It was
good to discover that the class
struggle has not been extirpated
in the land where post-modern
and ‘end-of-history’ propaganda
was pioneered just a few years
ago.

But I also discovered a very
important and hitherto neglec-
ted archive in an American uni-
versity dealing with European,
and particularly German, so-
cialists’ resistance to fascism
between 1933 and 1945.

Although I worked in this
archive for three days without
unearthing anything of real sig-
nificance, and despite a distin-
guished American historian’s
comment that there was ‘no-
thing of interest’ in the archive
I was working in, I then dis-
covered great riches. These
ineluded hitherto unknown
letters written by Victor Serge
between 1945 and 1947, Ignazio
Silone, James T. Farrell, and
many others.

While I intend to write some-
thing about this archival discov-
ery for Workers Press later, I
cannot refrain from saying that
[Labour Party leaders] Clem
Attlee and Nye Bevan do not
emerge in a good light from the
struggle to assist anti-faseist
socialists after World War II.

I have been catching up on
what has been happening in
‘Great’ Britain during the last
couple of months; and I am
rather preoccupied with the im-
portant archive that I have
found in America. But I must
respond to ‘John Fordun’/Terry
Brotherstone’s friendly com-
ments on Jim Young and the
(crucial) Scottish question (‘Les-
sons of the recent past’, Work-
ers Press, 2 April).

I have explained my Marxist
attitude to the Scottish question
in several places in recent
years, including the ‘Journal of
Contemporary History’, and I
want to get on with my book on
the history of socialist martyrs.
By contrast, Terry has restric-
ted himself to negative critic-
ism of those of us who happen to

believe that the struggle for
Scottish national autonomy (in a
context of workers’ control) is
part of the struggle for socialist
internationalism.

Meanwhile I am simply puz-
zled by Terry’s challenge to my
view (Letters, 12 March) that
Linda Colley’s ‘Britons: Forg-
ing the Nation, 1707-1837 is a
‘deeply reactionary book’. But
perhaps Terry would endorse
the theme of a recent Socialist
Workers Organisation (SWO)
meeting in New York on ‘Class
struggle or identity politics’.
(Incidentally, they ought to have
read Leon Trotsky’s collection
of comments on the Jewish
question in the late 1930s, sign-
posting the abandonment of his
previous hostility to Yiddish and
a national home for Jews.)

What the SWO really meant
was ‘Class struggle versus iden-
tity politics’. Unsurprisingly,
few African-Americans seem to
attend their meetings.

It is, moreover, very surpris-
ing that Terry, who is usually
rigorous towards questions of
theoretical clarity, should even
doubt the reactionary intent of
an historian who muddies the
theoretical waters by using
phrases such as ‘the working
and middling classes’.

I am completing a
15,000-word critique of Colley’s
book; and I am helping to organ-
ise a meeting of the John Mac-
lean Society in Glasgow on 11
June, on ‘Socialism, the Scottish
identity and Linda Colley’. I
hope Terry will come along and
clarify his somewhat unclear
attitude to the Scottish national
question.

James D. Young
Falkirk

Prescott’s
revealing
gaffe

WAS I the only one to notice on
the TV news last week that
Labour frontbencher John Pres-
cott waved down a taxi outside
the party’s Walworth Road
headquarters in south London
and then, seeing that television
cameras were on him, ran for
an oncoming bus?

This shows that this man
takes the public for prats, that
he has no sense, and that he is
just mealy-mouthed.

Harry Coombes
London SW4

Workers Press £3,000 Monthly Fund

work of others — the working
class — often in near- slave con-
ditions, particularly in the semi-
colonial countries of Asia, Africa
and Latin America.

But, back to our financial
problems. Unlike the govern-
ment, we can’t — and shouldn’t
— hit out at anyone, except the
ruling class, and cutting Workers
Press spending means a reduc-
tion in the work we can do: on
ex-Yugoslavia, Russia and
Ukraine, South Africa.

In Britain we have attempted
to build unity between the
various struggles around govern-
ment cuts — against unemploy-
ment, against the closing of
public and health services,
against wage cuts, against

attacks on health and safety,
against longer hours, etc. Major’'s
outburst is only the latest of a
long line of attacks on the most
vulnerable members of the work-
ing class. We have constantly
stressed that this situation de-
mands a political uniting of the
forces opposing the cuts, the
building of a new party of the
working class. These cuts are not
simply a British affair — they are
occurring in different ways, in
different proportions, across the
world.

Our expenditure — on Work-
ers Press, the WRP, and the
Workers International to Rebuild
the Fourth International — is in-
terlinked in our fight to rebuild
working-class internationalism,

Coming soon

Construction Safety Campaign
Diary

TUESDAY 14 JUNE St Pancras
coroner’s court, Camley Street, Lon-
don NW1 (tel. 071-387 4884),
9.30am. Inquest into death of John
McLaughlin (45), killed when roof
collapsed in January. Christopher
Nelson (48) was severely injured.
They were working on extension to
car showroom in Finchley Road.
WEDNESDAY 15 JUNE St Pancras
coroner's court, Camley Street, Lon-

don NW1 (tel. 071-387 4884), 9am.
Inquest into death of Tony Fishen-
don (27), killed in August 1992 while
carrying a scaffold pole near a rail-
way line; a passing train caused the
electric current to arc to the pole.
Family’s solicitor requested that BR
director for safety be put in the dock,
but coroner refused. Judicial review
has returned case to coroner. DPP
turned down manslaughter investi-
gation. Inquest may be interrupted
by challenges from family solicitor.

to rebuild the consclous interna-
tional party of the working class,
the Fourth International.

Mike Cooke

Rush money, payable to
‘Workers Press’, to: PO Box 735,
London SW8 1YB.
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Secondhand basement
bookstore
POLITICS FICTION ARTS MEDIA
WOMEN'S STUDIES FILM

HITECTURE EDUCATION

EUSTON ROAD PENTONVILLE RD

%,g

OPEN 11AM - 6PM MON. TO SAT.

BELOW HOUSMANS BOOKSHOP -
5 CALEDONI
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overnment suffers

a safety setback

HEALTH and safety campaigners gained a victory
last week after the government backed down over
its attempted major blow at safety and trade union

rights.

Announcing the results of a review of existing law,

employment minister
Michael Forsyth said there
would be ‘no changes . . . to
the 1974 Health and Safety at
Work Act [H&SAWAT, at a
press conference on 24 May
attended by members of the
Construction Safety Cam-
paign (CSC).

CSC supporters lobbied par-
jiament on 28 April, and have

BY A SAFETY
CORRESPONDENT

attended the government’s
Health & Safety Executive
(HSE) regional public consulta-
tion meetings. Without the sus-
tained work of the CSC, the Re-
latives’ Support Group, the

Hazards Movement and others,
it is clear that substantial dam-
age would have been done to
existing health and safety law.
But the CSC believes the gov-
ernment may try to impose
changes underhand, by using
recommendation 9 of the re-
view, which proposes a pro-
gramme of consultation over
the next three years in order to
remove ‘outdated’ legislation.

Reduced

Attacks have already been
made on the European Union's
safety directives on reduced
hours at work and on con-

struction management design.

So, obstacles have been suc-
cessfully put in the govern-
ment’s way, but beware! It is
still hell-bent on destroying the
few health and safety laws
workers do have.

Injury

As reason for the review de-
cision, Forsyth said that ‘Given
the toll of death, injury at work,
few argue that [the H&SAWA]
imposes inappropriate burdens
on business’.

The main findings of the re-
view were as follows:

B the system of regulation of
safety law is both relevant and
necessary;

B there is little evidence, de-
spite the costs of compliance,
that the system as a whole is
unduly burdensome for
business;

B small firms, or the self-
employed, will not be exempted
from the H&SAWA; and

M section 1.2 of the Act,
which concerns the general re-
sponsibility of employers for
workers’ safety and allows for
the recognition of trade union
safety representatives, will re-
main in place.

Torles

THE Tory government is plan-
ning to cut the housing-benefit
budget by encouraging a further
increase in rents to market
levels and then not providing
full compensation to those on
income support.

This measure is aimed at
forcing the unemployed and the
poor into ‘more appropriate
accommodation’. It will
certainly increase the number
of homzless on the streets of
Britain.

Introduced in 1982, the hous-
ing-benefit budget has doubled
in the past six years and now
adds up to 2 per cent of govern-
ment spending. It rose by £2,903
million in 1992 to approximately
£9 billion, to cover payments for
private rent allowances.

Rising
Figures recently released by
the minister for housing and
planning, Sir George Young,
show that private rents are ris-

ing at three to five times the
rate of inflation.

Though house prices fell by
1.8 per cent in 1990, 2.1 per cent
in 1991, and 4.6 per cent in 1992,
fair rents rose by 16.8 per cent,
10.8 per cent, and 13.3 per cent
in the same three years.

Under new legislation plan-
ned for next year, the minister
will give private landlords a
much bigger part to play in
housing homeless families.

‘It is ridiculous that while
house prices are dropping, rents
are soaring’, commented John
Spellar, Labour MP for Warley
West. ‘This shows how the pri-
vate rented market is being
rigged.

‘[Social security secretaryl
Mr Lilley says he is going to
target housing benefit fraud,
but the real scandal is the way
money is being shovelled into
the pockets of private land-
lords.’

plan to slash housing benefit

Many London hostels to close

MORE than 20 London hostels
for the homeless, housing 880
people, are facing closure in the
next few weeks. So are 750 one-
bedroom flats used as tempor-
ary shelters and rented on
short-term leases.

But only 800 new places are
likely to be available this year.

Change

The closing of hostels and
flats results from a change in
the government’s ‘Rough Sleep-
ers Initiative’, launched four
years ago.

Instead of providing tempor-

homeless in London, the govern-
ment is now spending £86 mil-
lion on 3,500 permanent one-bed-
room homes. But most of them
won't be ready for occupation
for another two years.

Ede House in Hackney,
which had 90 beds, was shut
down in March. Closure of Mac-
Naughten House, King's Cross,
which has 150 residents aged
from 19 to 79, is imminent.
Nevern Mansions in Earls
Court, which has 92 places, is
scheduled to close in June.

According to the housing

charity Shelter, there are often
fewer than ten beds available

spokesperson said: ‘Direct ac-
cess hostels are being closed
before permanent hostels have
come on stream. The situation
has been dire in the last couple
of weeks.’

Rough

‘Falling Out’, a report pub-
lished last Tuesday by the home-
less charity Crisis revealed that
one single homeless person in
four has served in the armed
forces, and that a high propor-
tion of them are sleeping rough.

About 70 per cent of ex-ser-
vicemen, the report adds, have
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lems and more than a third have
been to prison. More than a
third of those interviewed for
the survey had never had a set-
tled home after returning to
civilian life. The government is
blamed for doing to little to ease
the transition from forces life to
Civvy Street.

Crisis director Mark Scoth-
ern forecast that the number of
ex-soldiers on the streets would
grow as the government imple-
ments the 17,000 redundancies
started two years ago as part of
the defence cuts.

A Ministry of Defence spoke-
sperson said the criticisms in
¥ e )
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A homeless personona
London bench. The Tories’
latest planned attack on
housing benefit is bound to
increase the number of
homeless on the streets
Photo: Marg Nicol

Racist

claims

victim
AN Asian 17-year-old was
kicked and stabbed last
Monday by a group of ten
white young men on a main

road in Poplar, east
London.

Shah Mohomad Ruhul
Alam underwent ten hours
of intensive surgery and
was still in a eritical condi-
tion last Tuesday at the
Royal London hospital in
Whitechapel.

Stabbed

Police said that Alam
was stabbed three times
and a friend was hit over
the head with a heavy in-
strument — possibly a
baseball bat or a bottle.

Three young men have
been arrésted for the
attack. But, Stephen Lawr-
ence, the black young man
killed a year ago by another
racist mob, has still not had
justice.

Charges against two
young men, 16 and 17, in
connection with the killing
were later dropped by the
Crown Prosecution
Service.

Swanky
prices in
Bradford

IT'S cheaper to live in
swanky Kensington, west
London, than to live on
some housing estates.

A survey by the chil-
dren’s charity Barnado’s
has shown that a typical
basket of goods bought at a
local shop on the Allerton
estate, near Bradford,
where 70 per cent of the
residents are on benefits,
cost over 13 per cent more
than at a similar shop in
Kensington.

Cheaper

Barnado’s priced goods
from a range of 17 brand
names, including six baby
items, at small shops on 12
estates. All had some goods
that could be bought
cheaper in Kensington. But
in Cardiff and Bradford,
the costs were higher
overall.

But, it's not the shop
owners to blame. Manny
Patel, the owner of the
Bradford shop, explained:
‘It’s almost impossible to
do deals with the manufac-
turers.’

A rare offer to him was
from Cadbury’s of ‘five
bars for £1 —save 25p’; and
Sunblest bread was re-
duced to 49p from 75p.

Trade union (ifany) ..........

WORKERS PRESS IS THE PAPER OF THE
WORKERS REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
Please send me information about the WRP

...Age (ifunder21) .......ccccveuanne

Send to: PO Box 735, London SW8 1YB
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Chaps and maps

hh' old joke had a young Soviet
istorian expressing doubt about
official interpretation of a parti-
sular episode in history. !
‘Now then, comrade Popov,” a
jenior colleague advised, ‘just re-
member. It’s not our job to inter-
pret history, but to change it.’
. But now latter-day Stalinists in
he New Communist Party (NCP)
want to change geography as well.
cording to the NCP’s Georg
inrich, ‘Bosnian Muslim ‘‘pre-
ier’’ Haris Silajdich has publicly
wn out the latest peace plan
otiated in Geneva. And his re-
tion of the deal . . . coincided
::t.ch a fresh offensive by Muslim
es against the town of Tuzla’
*Behind Bosnia’, ‘New Worker’, 20
ay). Funny, when I and others on
=e last Workers Aid for Bosnia
sonvoy were in Tuzla in April we
told the miners’ brigades of
Bosnian army were defending
ir town against Serb Chetnik
tionalist) forces.
As well as Muslims, the Bosnian
y includes Croats and Serbs.
'or Stalinist Heinrich, as for much
the bourgeois media, neither
y nor the workers of towns like
la exist. ‘Ethnic integration
y really existed in the capital,
Sarajevo,” Heinrich assures us.
This Stalinist writer complains
at under the UN-sponsored
ance-Owen ‘peace plan’: ‘Not one
ognised bauxite, lead, zinc, salt
iron concern — the basic indus-
ies of the republic — would have
mained in Bosnian Serb hands.’
Elsewhere, ‘New Worker’ has
gued that Serb nationalists are
titled to more land because they
in the countryside, whereas the
uslims are in the towns. Now it
s they must not only have the
estate, but the assets too —
roviding they can ethnically
e the workforce.
If you ask me, it’s time the
bour movement was ethically
sed of the kind of politics rep-
nted by ‘New Worker’. Mean-
while, let’s hope the Chetnik
mmanders have to rely on map-
ders like those of the NCP!

oad to amnesia

year the first Workers Aid
voy blockaded the headquarters
the United Nations Protection
Force (UNPROFOR) in Zagreb, the
Croatian capital, demanding the
ning of the northern route to
a, in north-east Bosnia.
A young Australian who’d made a
ideo was surprised when Alan
ett, a supporter of the United
tariat of the Fourth Interna-
(USec), suggested cutting out
bits at the UN HQ. Thornett had
ier advised against being ‘obses-
with Tuzla’. So had French USec
ember Catherine Samary, who
as opposed to Workers Aid focus-
criticism on the UN.
But in Zagreb with the convoy,
Enec supporter Mick Woods had

demned UNPROFOR’s block-
e of the northern route. He prop-
that ‘the convoy reiterates its
termination to open the aid route
ross the Brecko corridor’, while
king to use other routes. Woods
comrades later left the main
convoy and reached Tuzla via the
ern route, and USeec, having
split Workers Aid, has lived off that.
. Now in ‘Socialist Outlook’ (14
ay), paper of the USec suppor-
ters, Bill Peters condemns Work-
ers Aid’s ‘impossible campaign to
**open the northern route to
** The Brcko corridor is ‘the
most sensitive bit of territory under
Serb control’, he warns. ‘The idea
that the route could be opened by
an aid convoy was at best cranky,
at worst a call for UN intervention.’
I don't believe Bill Peters is a
pen-name for Lord Owen. My
advice to Mick Woods is ‘watch
your back’, politically speaking.
Charlie Pottins

FROM far and wide we in South
Africa are being told that we are
now living in a democratic country.
Taking a lead in this are the United
Nations, the Organisation of Afri-
can Unity, bourgeois governments
and the African National Congress
(ANC) and South African Commun-
ist Party (SACP).

South Africa is now democratic,
they say — but the truth is that the
counting of votes was fraudulent.
South Africa is now democratic,
they say — yet the apartheid cri-
minals, such as former president
F.W. de Klerk, Inkatha leader
Buthelezi, former foreign minister
Pik Botha and others, still hold the
highest political offices in the
country.

The truth is that the apartheid
security forces are still intact, that
apartheid’s ‘Die Stem’ is still one of
the dual national anthems, and that
numerous other vestiges of apart-
heid have been carried over into
the ‘new’ South Africa. Yet we are
supposed to believe that South Afri-
ca is now democratic.

They are keen to place the stamp
of democracy on any country
where the population as a whole
has the franchise; the rest they are

‘Under the guise of
“democracy” the
masses were robbed of
a full victory over
apartheid.’

not bothered about. This is
bourgeois hypocrisy at its worst.

The oppressed masses have
struggled long and hard and have
sacrificed much to obtain their
democratic rights. This has always
meant the franchise plus the com-
plete destruction of the apartheid
state and all that it has stood for.

But under the guise of ‘democra-
cy’ the masses were robbed of a full
victory over apartheid. In fact, this
so-called democratic South Africa
was ushered in amidst wholesale
electoral fraud, and those who laid
down the constitutional principles
for the ‘new’ South Africa were
totally unelected individuals, many
of whom were apartheid reac-
tionaries.

South Africa will not be demo-
cratic unless the vestiges of apart-
heid are resolved by:

B Guaranteed security of the
electoral process, with the elimina-
tion of fraud.

B Kicking out of the govern-
ment the apartheid politicians, in-
cluding those in Inkatha and the
Freedom Front. .

B Bringing down the govern-
ments in the Western Cape, which
is led by the National Party, and
K\gaZululNatal, which is Inkatha-
led.

B Dismissing the top apartheid
civil servants responsible for im-
plementing apartheid policies.

B Dismantling the apartheid
security forces.

W Dismantling apartheid par-
ties such as the National Party, the
Democratic Party, and Inkatha
and other bantustan parties.

B Disbanding the conscript
Citizens’ Force.

B Disarming the right-wing and
Inkatha, and confiscating all their
weapons.

B Ending golden handshakes to
apartheid officials, and reclaim-
ing money already handed out to
them.

B Destroying apartheid monu-
ments, and changing the apartheid
names of streets and buildings.

B Rejecting ‘Die Stem’ as a na-
tional anthem and denouncing it as
an oppressive apartheid relic.

B Not giving amnesty to apar-
theid criminals, and revoking all
amnesties granted.

B Revolutionary justice for
those responsible for crimes
against the masses under apart-
heid.

B A genuinely democratic con-
stituent assembly drawing up a
constitution that is not bound by
restrictive principles imposed by
unelected individuals behind the
backs of the masses.

B Total rejection of a Volkstaat
[separate Afrikaner state].

B Scrapping the national debt
built up under apartheid.

B Cutting the pay of parliamen-
tarians and ministers to the aver-
age wage of a skilled worker.

B Nationalisation of bourgeois,
apartheid papers such as the ‘Bur-
ger’, ‘Argus’, and ‘Cape Times’.

B Saying no to federalism — for
a centralised, united state.

B Returning the land to those
who were robbed of it under colo-
nialism and apartheid. All
peasants to get full ownership and
control over their plots of land and
assistance from the state.

B Ending all discrimination
against women.

H Providing adequate care for
children, the aged and the infirm.

B Removing privileges gained
through apartheid.

B Abolishing racism, ethnicism,
tribalism and monarchism.

These are 24 reasons why South
Africa is not democratic. Why did
the ANC and SACP compromise on
the people’s democratic demands?
Why are the imperialists and their
lackeys trying to sell these rotten
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24 reasons why South Afric

As part of the discussion on the
future of South Africa, we publish
this contribution from ETTIENNE
LANDMAN, who is a member of the
Workers International to Rebuild
the Fourth International (South

compromises to us as democracy?

In order to answer these ques-
tions, it is necessary to look a little
more closely into capitalism’s de-
velopment, and into the roles
played by the ANC and the SACP.

Capitalism and
democracy in
South Africa

IN OUR country capital did not
develop organically as in Europe,
but was imposed by imperialism.
The capitalist system had no real
benefit for the indigenous popula-
tion, and from the outset it brutally
attacked them by forcing them off
of their land.

Gradually, a local South African
(white) capitalist class consoli-
dated itself and took over the reins
of government as part of a deal
with imperialism. This local capit-
alist class widened the repression
against the masses, and consoli-
dated its dictatorship through
apartheid, which reserved demo-
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Mandela (top left) says that South Africa is now democratic — yet apartheid cril

cratic rights for the white minority.

The development of capitalism
in Europe was accompanied by
wide sections of the population
achieving democratic rights. But in
South Africa it was accompanied
by the indigenous population being
robbed of their means of support
and their freedom.

The masses did not benefit in
any way from capitalism and today
are worse off than their ancestors
were. There is only one group
amongst the indigenous population
that has benefited from capitalism,
namely the rising black petty-
bourgeoisie (middle class). As in
other former colonial countries,
this group mobilised the masses
behind it in bourgeois-nationalist
movements, the main one being the
ANC, which focuses on the struggle
for democratic rights.

In South Africa this meant first
the complete destruction of the
apartheid state and all it stood for.
The ANC, in alliance with the Sta-
linist SACP, has now won power,
yet it sold out its historic mandate
when it compromised with apart-
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heid. Thus even the ANC is incap-
able of granting to the masses their
" full democratic rights.

The working class

SOUTH AFRICA has a large,
powerful and militant working
class. In the early days of oppres-
sion, when the petty-bourgeois
ANC was still sending deputations
to Britain’s queen, the working
class began to put its stamp on
political events.

Workers spontaneously com-
bined the struggle for democratic
rights with the struggle for jobs,
houses, education, a living wage,
and so on. The working class time
and time again embarked on
powerful independent struggles,
and in the process built powerful
trades unions and community
structures and readily embraced
socialism.

This strength and independence
of mind of the working class is the
biggest threat to the capitalist sys-
tem. The biggest task of the new
‘government of national unity’ is to

Africa) stood two candidates in the
recent elections — in the Western
Cape and Natal/KwaZulu, polling
over 5,000 votes — Ona

platform of the need to build a
revolutionary workers’ party

control this working class, to
weaken its political capabilities.
By keeping in place crucial ele-
ments of the apartheid state — for
instance the defence force — the
ANC and SACP are retaining
mechanisms for the control of the
working class.

The decline of
capitalism

THE African National Congress is
coming to power at a time when
capitalism is not progressive, but
rather in decline. This creates eco-
nomic limitations for the system as
a whole.

Capitalism — in the age of impe-
rialism — is incapable of granting
democratic rights to the masses
(see Workers Press last week, ‘SA
elections 1994 — the great fraud’).
Since the imperialist phase was
reached in the early 1900s, capital-
ism’s crises have intensified great-
ly. The system as a whole has been
sliding downhill, racked by world
wars, civil wars and revolutions.

Whilst the economy has been
slowly strangled by the monopo-
lies, the working class has been
marching forward in wave after
wave of struggle. Today the capit-
alist system survives only by
attacking the living standards of
the working class through retren-
chments (factory closures, ‘ration-
alisation’, etc.), high prices, and
attacks on social services.

Under these conditions the
attack on democratic rights has a
twofold purpose. It facilitates the
economic attacks on the working
class, and it aims to curb that
class’s independent political activ-
ity. Even in the imperialist coun-
tries the democratic rights of the
working class are under attack.
This is the broader context for the
inability of the ANC-led govern-
ment to grant the masses full
democratic rights.

The role of the ANC
and SACP

THE African National Congress is
a bourgeois-nationalist movement.
Such movements sprang up in
countries that were colonised by
imperialism. In essence these
movements were led by the edu-
cated oppressed petty-bourgeoisie
(lawyers, doctors, teachers, etc.)
and the up-and-coming oppressed
capitalists.

At no time did these movements
have an independent economic
policy, turning either to imperial-
ism or to Stalinism or flirting with
both. The ANC placed itself in the
Moscow-led Stalinist camp, mainly
as a result of the pressure of the
working class, which still saw the
Soviet Union as a socialist state.
One result of this alliance with Sta-
linism was the links between the
ANC and SACP, the local arm of
Moscow.

Following the collapse of Stalin-
ism in the Soviet Union and eastern
Europe, the ANC and SACP openly
embraced imperialism, extolling
the virtues of the ‘free market’.
They have now committed them-
selves to protecting the interests of
imperialism against the working
class, and find many apartheid in-
stitutions, politicians and mea-
sures helpful in this task.

The SACP was known for being
the Communist Party most loyal to
Moscow. Stalinism emerged in
Russia around Joseph Stalin. It is
based on the coming to power of a
new elite — the state and party
officials (bureaucracy). The source
of the bureaucracy’s wealth was
the nationalised means of produc-
tion, which it exploited and plun-
dered for its own selfish gain. In
order to protect its wealth and pri-
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Mines must be nationalised with no compensation

vileges, the bureaucracy imposed a
regime of violence and terror on
the working class and used all of its
might to prevent, mislead and be-
head genuine revolutionary strug-
gles elsewhere in the world.

In consequence the historic role
of the SACP has been to undermine
the independent struggle of the
working class, under the guise of
‘socialist’ policies, and to direct it
into bourgeois reformist channels.
The first step was to sacrifice the
working class’s organisational in-
dependence on the altar of
bourgeois nationalism.

Today the SACP is playing the
leading role in tying the working
class to the rotten compromise with
apartheid. SACP leaders have no

‘Workers must not have
any illusions that the
new government is their
government, and must
continue to fight for the
complete destruction of
apartheid and for the
overthrow of
capitalism.’

problem with serving in the same
cabinet as henchmen of the work-
ing class such as De Klerk, Kriel
and Buthelezi.

The SACP leaders are also not
ashamed of supporting the main-
tenance of the apartheid security
forces, which have drenched the
townships with the blood of the
oppressed.

In their alliance, the nationalism
of the African National Congress
and the Stalinism of the South Afri-
can Communist Party combine to
form a bloc to save capitalism
against the independent struggle of
the working class. In return they
have been rewarded with positions
of power and lucrative posts.
Already the first clashes between
the ANC-led government and the
working class are brewing.

What is the way

forward?

WORKERS must not have any illu-
sions that the new government is
their government, and must con-
tinue to fight for the complete des-
truction of apartheid and for the
overthrow of capitalism.

To make this fight effective, the
working class must build unity with
its class brothers and sisters in the
rural areas, and must unite behind
it the peasantry. the lower middle
class and all those fighting for
democratic rights. But, most im-
portant of all, the working class
needs its own revolutionary party,
one solidly based on Marxism. The
Workers International to Rebuild
the Fourth International puts for-
ward a programme of democratie,
transitional and socialist demands
for discussion amongst all workers
and fighters for democratic rights.

To the 24 democratic demands
listed above, we add the demand
for the franchise to be lowered to
the age of 16, and the following:

B Nationalisation of the mines,
factories, other big businesses and

capitalist farms without compensa-
tion and under the control of those
who work in them.

B For the revolutionary over-
throw of capitalism and the estab-
lishment of a workers’ government.

H Jobs for all or a living unem-
ployment benefit.

B A living wage for all workers.

B End retrenchments (factory
closures, ‘rationalisation’, etc.).

B Adequate housing for all.

B Free and adequate health
care.

B Living pensions and other so-
cial allowances.

B Adequate state care for the
elderly and the infirm.

B Subsidies on rent, electricity
and all basic foods.

B Cheap, adequate and safe
transport.

B Peasants and small busine-
sses to be given cheap credit and
other forms of state support.

B The right to strike.

B The scrapping of VAT.

B Sound environmental policies.

B Proper care for all children.

B Creation of conditions under
which young people can develop
into skilled and cultured adults.
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Crocodile
on the
plate

LAST week's column may have
given the impression that the
whole of my eleven and a half
weeks in Brazil was a holiday.
No such luck.

To be sure, the fortnight I
spent in Bahia probably counts
as a holiday, during which I
mingled involuntarily with the
rich, tasted crocodile for the
first time, and endured —
there’s no other word — the five
continuous days and nights of
what must be the world’s big-
gest and noisiest carnival.

During those five days and
nights there were never fewer
than a million people on the
streets of Salvador (Bahia),
dancing and jumping and sing-
ing and merry-making non-stop
to the sound of that invention of
the devil, the trio-electrico.

A trio-electrico (literally,
three-point plug) is an unbeliev-
ably powerful sound system
that moves round the streets on
a large lorry, behind which
surge the thousands of baccha-
nalian supporters of a particu-
lar musical group.

When you're close enough to
one as it goes by you ‘hear’ the
sound in your heart, with no
very salubrious effect on the
nerves or blood pressure of the
middle-aged English visitor.

All this, it has to be admitted,
is not carnaval baiano as it used
to be, and I’'m not the only one
to say so: the Salvador news-
papers carried a spirited
protest by a number of Afro-
Brazilian musical groups, led
by the world-famous Olodun,
saying that though it was their
tradition that began the carniv-
al and was supposedly central to
it, they had been deliberately
marginalised this year.

And indeed, in a city that is
said to be the most African city
in the world outside Africa —
where Yoruba snacks are
cooked and sold at street stalls,
where songs are sung in archaic
Yoruba in the candomblé
temples, where the capoeira
martial-arts dance can be seen
in the streets to the accompani-
ment of the berimbau, a single-
string musical bow of purest
Angolan provenance — a car-
nival that has largely shed its
African flavour and has become
merely a showcase for a locally-
tinted variety of ‘world music’
is something of a disappoint-
ment.

By ‘mingling with the rich’ I
should explain, before the pro-
test letters roll in, that I was the
guest of friends of friends,
whose feelings I should not wish
to hurt by being too scathing
about their life-style.

Come to that, by Brazilian
standards — in a country where
there are only the thinnest of
social strata between rich and
poor — my hosts count as only
moderately rich; why, the
house they are doing up at great
expense in a pleasant suburb
has only two swimming-pools,
one of them a mere decorative
adjunct to the front door: a
mini-moat, you might call it.

I witnessed one furious de-
bate among their friends. A
businessman desperately anx-
ious lest Lula and the Workers
Party win the presidential elec-
tions next October argued hotly
for hours with a schoolteacher
from Rio Grande do Sul who
passionately supports Lula.

I endeared myself to neither
when I expressed the view —
diffidently, as became a visitor
from abroad — that Lula is a
paper tiger and no real threat
whatever to Brazil's capitalist
class and their power and
privileges.

‘No, no! He’s a danger to
Brazil and we have to stop him’,
the businessman insisted.

‘So what will you do if he’s
elected?’ I asked.

‘If he's elected we'll have to
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rely on the army’, was the
serious reply — almost 30 years
to the day after the military
coup of 1964, which some right-
wing newspaper commentators
were recalling in a spirit of
‘well, yes, there were some re-
grettable excesses, but on the
whole the coup was a good
thing’.

I was left in no doubt that this
faith that the army would save
the rich people of Brazil from
expropriation, should the need
arise, is not the eccentric view
of one individual but is shared
by many whose fear of Lula,
however misplaced, is a fear of
the working class.

Back in Rio de Janeiro, I
spent six weeks working each
weekday in the Biblioteca Na-
cional, trying to find the
answers, in books unavailable
in Britain, to questions that
have long puzzled me about the
past of Brazilian music. (Each
day, that is, except when the
public service workers went on
strike and closed the library and
many other public buildings for
a day.)

Did I find the answers to my
questions? The main one — why
does Brazilian music sound so
different from the music of the
Spanish-speaking countries of
South America, when both Por-
tuguese and Spanish colonisers
came from the same Iberian
peninsula? — I now think I can
answer, though this isn’t the
place to go into details.

What I also found, to my
great excitement, was a rare
mid-18th-century pamphlet
apparently printed in Lisbon,
which has only recently been
acquired by the Biblioteca
Nacional in Rio, about a con-
temporary dance known as the
fofa.

English and French visitors
called it the national dance of
Portugal and tut-tutted about its
allegedly ‘lascivious' move-
ments. The pamphlet, which I
plan to report on in detail else-
where, is strong evidence that
the fofa originated in Brazil — in
Bahia, in fact — and was taken
to Portugal by sailors and
slaves.

And the crocodile? It has a
consistency rather like pork and
tastes fishy. Some people have
told me I was wrong to eat it, for
a variety of reasons.

I can only say that it was put
on my plate and I was hungry.
But I wouldn’t go out of my way
to have it again.

Battle of
words

SURPRISINGLY few people I
know who take an interest in
such matters seem to have seen
my old friend Nicolas Walter's
typically robust and pugnacious
letter in the ‘Observer's’ ‘Life’
section (22 May).

So I reproduce it here for the
benefit of ‘political correctness’
champions, of whom there are
at least two among Workers
Press readers. Nicolas wrote:

‘Ann Battle complains of
your use of the word ‘“‘crippled”
and claims that “‘this kind of
terminology is hurtful and
offensive’ (Letters, 8 May).

‘As a cripple myself, I find
laughable and offensive the
pretence that there is something
wrong with the right word for
what I am. Disabled people
don’t need to be patronised with
politically correct jargon, but to
be treated seriously.

‘I may not be able to walk,
but I am still able to think and
behave normally.’

Peter Frye

Television

WE LIVE in a golden age of
comedy. Alternative comedy
has spawned dozens of comedy
clubs and cabaret clubs, and
has steadily infiltrated TV.

Two excellent stand-up com-
edians recently finished their
own separate TV series: Jack
Dee and Jo Brand. Jack Dee
(‘The Jack Dee Show’, Channel
4) has a dry, laconic style, and a
nice eye (and ear) for surreal
details, which catch you off
guard with their accuracy and
daftness.

He recently did a monologue
on the history of the hi-fi, and he
brought back vividly for me the
naffness of the 1950s Dansette
record-player, and the 1960s
‘music centre’. But why are all
these young people in their
twenties laughing? Surely they
don’t remember the Dansette
and the music centre?

Funny

Jo Brand (‘Jo Brand through
the Cakehole’, Channel 4) is part
of the new wave of feminist
comedians. She is wickedly
funny about men, and their in-
adequacies (usually sexual),
and enjoyably gross about diet-
ing, cream-cakes, drink and her
own mighty physique. There is
something very endearing
about Jo Brand: she reminds
me of a naughty sixth-former
putting her tongue out at you
and saying rude things.

Brand is part of a small num-
ber of women who have entered
the male-only enclave of stand-
up comedy. Traditionally
women were not supposed to
fire one-liners at audiences, and
were definitely not supposed to
joke about sex. However, Brand
delights in jokes about men-
struation, sanitary towels, male
impotence, and so on.

In fact, perhaps the finest
stand-up comic today is a

Review by Roger Horrocks

woman — Victoria Wood —
whose linguistic inventiveness
can be dazzling at times. Wood
is not as scabrous or salacious
as some comics today, but her
monologues on Woolworths,
Boots the chemists, and Mother-
care are a poetic delight. In the
hands of such a skilled perfor-
mer, comedy becomes some-
thing uplifting, inspiring and,
dare one say it, great art.
Alternative comedy isn’t

sex, which was both funny and
deliberately shocking. In faect,
half the humour depends on the
frisson of naughtiness: is he
really joking about the clitoris
and the blow-job?

‘Have I Got News for You?’
(Fridays, BBC2), that BBC
hardy perennial, exemplifies
the irreverence that is preva-
lent today in comedy. It's great
fun, a mix of salacious gossip
(‘allegedly’ is a favourite word),

Comic alternatives: Jo Brand (left) gives men a mouthful, and

Jack Dee has a nice eye for surreal details

‘political’ in the explicit sense,
but it is surely symptomatic —
first, of the bourgeoisie’s loss of
confidence in its own values,
and secondly of the irreverence
of its middle-class allies, who
are in a rebellious and anarchic
mood.

Thus alternative comedians
tend to remorsely tear to shreds
bourgeois proprieties (‘Victo-
rian values’). The compére of
‘Viva Cabaret’ (Channel 4, Fri-
days) began one show with a
five-minute monologue on oral

and bizarre news items. Its
quality depends a lot on how
Paul Merton is feeling,

When he’s flat, the program-
me drags. When he’s bubbling,
some inspired lunacy can de-
velop. Merton has a wonderful
ear for a barmy non sequitur —
he reminds me a bit of Spike
Milligan and the great English
tradition of nonsense humour.

It has also been possible in
the past weeks to compare Brit-
ish alternative comedy with two
quite different styles. First,

Rebellious and anarchic

‘Morecambe and Wise — Bring
Me Sunshine’ (BBC1, Satur-
days) reviews the career of the
greatest of all comedy duos.
Many of their scripts are
quite corny, and nowhere near
‘as ferocious as today’s, but they
are transformed by the
personalities of the two men.
Eric Morecambe in particu-
lar has a mesmerising stage
presence — in turn lugubrious,
pathetic, arrogant, and just
plain daft. Morecambe can
make you laugh just by blink-
ing. Words are redundant to this
comic genius, who can com-
mand an audience’s attention
simply by standing there.

Doyenne

And then there is Sandra
Bernhard, lesbhian doyenne and
‘sexual terrorist’ of comedy in
the US. ARENA: ‘Sandra Ber-
nhard — Confession of a Pretty
Lady’ (BBC2, 20 May) was frus-
trating, as it kept showing
glimpses of Bernhard's stage
act, but interspersed with inter-
views with her uncle and aunt,
Camille Paglia, and so on.

Bernhard is an incredible
talent, and her stage perform-
ance is a combination of
assaultive stand-up comedy,
torch-singing, and dance. I have
never seen anything like it, and

. I felt how wonderful it is that the

women's movement and the gay
movement can produce such a
powerful artist, who is both very
funny and politically sharp.

Catch her if you can in Mar-
tin Scorsese’s film ‘King of
Comedy’, which is on video; she
is also to be seen weekly in
‘Roseanne’ (Channel 4, Fri-
days), playing a cameo role as a
lesbian waitress. But then
‘Roseanne’ is currently the TV
comedy with the sharpest
scripts and a quite outstanding
cast.

Monday 6 June ‘Human Rights,
Human Wrongs: Ethnic
Cleansing’. Salman Rushdie
looks at how thousands of peo-
ple have been exterminated in
Bosnia-Herzegovina as part of
the 1990s reign of genocide
(12.40pm, BBC2). GLOBAL
IMAGE: ‘Disgraced Monu-
ments’. Explores the fate of
public monuments in the after-
math of the political and social
upheaval in the former Soviet
Union (10.55pm, Channel 4)
.FACE TO FACE: ‘Maya
Angelou’. Jeremy Isaacs talks
to the black US author
(11.25pm, BBC2). GLOBAL
IMAGE: ‘Life Can Be Wonder-
ful’. Throughout the cold war
years, Stanley Forman was an
inveterate traveller — the
Soviet Union, east Germany,
and China were all on his list —

searching for documentary
films ‘espousing the Commun-
ist cause’ (11.55pm, Channel 4).

Wednesday 8 June ‘Human
Rights, Human Wrongs: Cen-
sorship’. Arthur Miller reports
on the ways that violence is
replacing imprisonment as the
main method of silencing wri-

ters and reporters in the 1990s.

(12.35pm, BBC2). ‘Late Books’.
Includes author and screen-
writer Barry Hines talking
about his first novel in 10 years,
‘The Heart of It’, about a man’s
return to his roots in a pit com-
munity (11.20pm, BBC2).

Thursday 9 June TRUE STOR-
IES: ‘Fighting Ships’. Docu-
ments the final stages of the
closure of Swan Hunter ship-
yard (9.30pm, Channel 4).

Programme guide

Swan Hunter's workers are
left with an uncertain future,
Thursday on Channel 4

- distraction and destruction.

Selected

films

THE DEVIL IS A WOMAN
(1935). A heartless Marlene
Dietrich drives all the men to

Directed by Josef von Siern-
berg (Saturday, 12.15pm,
BBC1). FOREIGN CORRES-
PONDENT (1940). Superb
Alfred Hitchcock spy-thriller
with Joel McCrea as a US re-
porter in London before World
War II (Sunday, 1.15pm, Chan-
nel 4. THE MAN WHO SHOT
LIBERTY VALANCE (1962).
One of the greatest Westerns
ever. Directed by John Ford,
with James Stewart, John
Wayne and Vera Miles (Thurs-
day, 1.50pm, BBC1).

JJ

One law for
therich . ..

‘AT LEAST £83 million’ has
been overpaid to companies by
the government’s Export Cre-
dits Guarantee Department
(ECGD), says its chief execu-
tive, Brian Willott.

The reason he is not sure
exactly how much is involved in
the overpayments by this offi-
cial export credit insurer to
companies that had incurred
losses is that — despite the law
allowing money to be recovered
up to six years afterwards — the
ECGD destroys records after
two years.

The problem was discovered
in August 1992 but no action was
taken within the department,
although the auditors were
changed.

The minister responsible,
trade secretary Michael Hesel-
tine, has decided that attempts
to recover the £83 million (or
more) would prove too costly
and difficult.

However, in a drive to save
money and become more effi-
cient, your tax records may
soon be looked after by Amer-
ican company EDS, which will
charge only £1 billion for the
‘service’.

The only exceptions will be
the Queen and public figures
such as MPs and judges, whose
records will be looked after by
the Inland Revenue.

More than ever the differ-
ences between the laws for the
rich and for the poor are being
revealed.

Payment by
results

THE Serious Fraud Office
(SFO0), which has not had a great

success rate over the last year,
is now reorganising.

The money set aside for pro-
secutions for the next year has
been reduced by £190,000 to £7.89
million.

But you can tell how serious
they are at the SFO because the
money set aside for administra-
tion is to be increased from
£10.83 million to £11.72 million.

And last year, after planning
to increase the number of staff
by 32 to 168, only two extra were
taken on. Where then, has the
money gone, and is this a case
for the Serious Fraud Office?

MI6 furniture
puzzile

THE new MI6 building, on the
south side of Vauxhall Bridge on
the Thames, is now open and in
use.

The building cost £79 million,
but it is not clear if that figure
includes the £8 million spent on

the furniture for the new
building.

This does seem an awful lot
of money to spend on furniture,
even for spies.

Directors’
giant
bonus

SUPERMARKET giant Tesco
has paid senior directors, in-
cluding its chairman Sir Ian
MacLaurin, almost £750,000 in
bonuses.

The bonuses were, it is said,
for hitting sales targets, but no
one will explain what those
targets were.

However, it is known that
Tesco's sales revenue fell, with
earnings per share falling by 24
per cent,

Shop stewards may want to
use the Tesco directors’ case
when negotiating performance-
related pay deals.
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5 years since the

Tiananmen tragedy

Itis five years since the
massacre in Tiananmen Square,
Beijing, when many students
and workers — demanding
freedom of speech and of
movement, freedom from
political police persecution, and
an end to corruption — died at
the hands of Chinese
government troops.

ED BARBOR gives a diary of
events that led up to the terrible
action on 3-4 June 1989

Tiananmen Square,
1989

22 April: Funeral of Hu Yoabang, leader of
the Chinese Communist Party who was
expelled in 1987 for supporting students’
demands for democratisation — 70,000 de-
monstrate for democracy. Students and
workers have formed autonomous organ-
isations and elected delegates. Demon-
stration called by students to
commemorate the 4 May movement of
1919 against Japanese and European
imperialism.

27 April: Demonstration by 500,000 calling
for democracy and an end to inflation.
Next day the government opens a three-
day dialogue with students, but two-thirds
of delegates are from the official students’
union, which is controlled by the Commun-
ist Party (CCP).

4 May: Demonstration of 100,000 students
and many more workers. Their protest is
against bribery, not against the govern-
ment itself. The feeling is to encourage
reform of CCP not to confront it.

13 May: Hunger strike of 1,000 students
begins. Soviet president Mikhail Gor-
bachev due to visit on 15 May.

17 May: More than a million people are on
streets around Tiananmen Square. The
mobilisation spreads to 21 cities.

18 May: Students decide to end their hun-
ger strike shortly before the prime minis-
ter, Li Peng, gives orders for military
suppression of the movement. The 38th
and 39th armies refuse to carry out this
repression and the students decide to con-

Crowds milling around burnt-out tanks in the aftermath of the massacre

tinue their strike and occupation of
Tiananmen Square.

19 May: Martial law declared.

22 May: Army column moves towards
Tiananmen Square; 100 officials, includ-
ing seven army chiefs, make a public
statement that they are opposed to repres-
sion. They are supported by two commis-
sioners of the Beijing police and 30
members of the People’'s Congress, who
demand an extraordinary session. The
illusions of the demonstrators about the
CCP and police are quickly vanishing.

26 May: Party leader Deng Xiaoping, in
Hunan, discusses with army chiefs and is
able to unify the majority under his lead-
ership. The army in Beijing accepts the

implementation of martial law and there-
by is united with the other seven military
regional leaderships.

27 May: Army occupies the main steel
processing plant in Beijing; its workers
had promised to march with the students
on Sunday 28 May.

28 May: Demonstration of only 50,000.

3-4 June: Tiananmen Square is attacked
by the army. Estimates of casualties vary
from 200 to 7,000.

6 June: Rumours of clashes between 27th
and 38th armies circulate. Only nine of the
27 district committees of the CCP have
made declarations in support of Deng
Xiaoping.

opportunity to speak to you

‘ I'M very grateful for the
on behalf of the Scottish

The campaign in the workers’
movement to get aid to the mining

AUT lifts Bosnia campaign

David Bleiman, the AUT’s Scottish
and North-East regional organiser, at

TUC’s appeal for emergency
food aid for the coal miners of
Tuzla in northern Bosnia. I do so
as a member of the Scottish
TUC general council.

We have heard in December
from Terry Brotherstone about
the plight of the multi-ethnic
community in Tuzla. Let me
bring you up to date, based on a
report by Bill Speirs, STUC de-
puty general-secretary, who vi-
sited Bosnia and Croatia in
April.

Siege

Although a UN-designated
‘safe haven’, Tuzla has been in-
termittently under siege for
over a_year. Some 26,000 of its
pre-war population have left,
and almost 60,000 people dis-
placed from elsewhere have
come in.

Food shortages, lack of fuel
and power, lack of medicines,
and the constant threat of shell-
ing have combined to create a
high level of tension. Things are
further complicated because
only those characterised as re-
fugees or displaced persons are
entitled to UN food aid, which as
the months go by leads to furth-
er tension between refugees and
the local population.

It is as I say a multi-ethnic

town of Tuzla, north-eastern Bosnia,
received a boost when £900 was
collected at the Association of
University Teachers’ council meeting
last month, in support of the Scottish
TUC’s appeal. This money was
topped up to £1,500 from the union’s

funds.

An appeal for funds was made by

community and, in the last elec-
tions before Bosnia-Herzegovi-
na declared independence,
Tuzla was the only region that
elected a majority of candidates
from those operating on a non-
ethnic basis.

Trade union contacts have
been difficult and the STUC de-

‘legation in April was the first

official trade union delegation
to make it to Tuzla since the
beginning of the conflict.

I would like to read from the
moving report by Bill Speirs on
the STUC meeting with the
Tuzla miners:

‘The room in the Tuzla min-
ers’ union headquarters was
small — the main meeting-room
was crowded with women look-
ing for some help, any help, in
obtaining food.

‘At first the room size didn’t

‘the meeting in Weston-super-Mare,
Avon, on 19-21 May.
Here we reprint extracts from
Bleiman’s appeal. Inithereferstoa
resolution calling for AUT support for
the Workers Aid for Bosnia campaign,
which was made by Terry

Brotherstone at the union’s council

matter, since there were only
four union representatives there
to meet us. As the discussion
went on, however, the room gra-
dually filled up, and it crossed
my mind that Bosnian punctual-
ity left something to be desired.
Then I realised that these men
had all walked from their pit
villages to meetus — some came
as far as 20 kilometres.

Harrowing

‘The story they had to tell
was harrowing. There were
13,000 coal miners in Tuzla re-
gion, employed in three deep
mines and four opencast sites.
With their families they com-
prise a population of 60,000.
Only 25 per cent are working,
and their only payment is one
small can of meat or fish (sup-

last December.

plied by the UN) per shift —
divided among 12 of them, plus
5 kilos of flour per month.
‘Those who aren't working
get nothing (unless they are in
the army) as they aren’t re-
fugees. The only reason the
working miners get some food is
because the coal they produce is
vital to maintain some output
from Tuzla’'s power station.
‘Their President said that
miners were proud people and
had never asked for help before
— but their families were hun-
gry now; they had many shor-
tages, but the urgent need was
for oil, flour, milk and sugar.
‘In 1984 they had donated a
day’s wages to the striking Brit-
ish miners — if the workers of
Britain could help them
now it would never, ever,
be forgotten.’

Workers Press Saturday 4 June 1954 PAGE 7

Bronwen Handyside reports

Two

nations

No money,
no TV

TV LICENCE inspectors have
been instructed to target single
mothers, according to last
week’s ‘Independent on Sunday’
— because they could be intimi-
dated into opening the door, and
intimidated into paying.

Those that can’t pay end up
like Sheila Gordon, a young,
single mother taken to court for
the £200 owed for her television
licence. Her partner had died in
a car crash six months before
the licence inspectors called,
and she was living on benefits.

When the magistrates
ordered her to pay or face a
prison sentence, Sheila asked
for two hours’ grace while a
relative rushed the money to the
court. This was refused and she
was jailed for 14 days.

Her two children, one aged
four and a baby of nine months,
were taken into care — British
justice in this case very econo-
mically claiming three victims
for the price of one.

One wonders a little what the
single mother of two children is
supposed to do if she cannot
plonk them in front of the TV
from time to time — but right is
right. If you can’t pay for the
licence, then you can't watch
the telly.

Human
dust

THE wife of Alan Clark, former
defence minister, took in her
stride last week the news of his
infidelities with the wife and two
daughters of a judge.

But she was a little miffed at
their low social standing, saying
‘Quite frankly, if you bed people
that I call ““below-stairs class”
they go to the papers don't
they?’

Ex-Etonian and ladies’ man
Alan is the son of Lord Clark,

the writer of a famous book and.

presenter of a TV series on
Western civilisation. Not much
civilisation seems to have rub-
bed off on Alan, who in his re-
cently released diaries refers to
the ‘delightful globes’ of a shop
assistant in Folkestone — and
you can bet your bottom dollar
he wasn’t talking about light
bulbs.

He was also attracted to
Lady Thatcher’s ‘very small
feet and attractive ankles’.

When he was a defence
minister, Clark was involved in
a rumpus when he referred to
some immigrants’ country of
origin as ‘bongo-bongo land’. He
has named his dog Eva Braun,
after Hitler’s mistress.

The Clarks live in Saltwood
Castle in Kent on a personal
fortune estimated at £40 million.
They even occasionally live
there together. You can bet they
— or most likely someone else
does it for them — pay their TV
licence on the knocker. But
wouldn’t the world be a far bet-
ter place to live in if they, and
not Sheila Gordon, were flung in
the nick and the key thrown
away for ever?

The Tory
whipper

TERRY DICKS, Tory MP for
Hayes and Harlington, who sup-
ported the flogging of a British
man in a Qatar jail last month,
had had two all-expenses-paid
trips financed by the emirate
last year.

Dicks said that the British

public would support the impos-
ing of 50 lashes on computer

technician Gavin Sherrard-
Smith, who was alleged to have
sold alcohol to a Muslim police
officer.

His remarks were published
in ‘Gulf News’, the region’s
leading English-language news-
paper, and the sentence was
carried out one week later.

Mr Dicks said later: ‘I am
satisfied that the judicial sys-
tem in Qatar was operated in a
perfectly proper way, and the
punishment fitted the erime.’

The most charitable inter-
pretation we can put on his posi-
tion is that, like many members
of the English upper classes, he
regards being flogged in the na-
ture of a big treat.

Care for
the jobless

THE United Nations’ annual
‘World Labour Report’ this year
said that long-term prospects
for the unemployed in rich and
poor countries are going to get
worse, and it urged govern-
ments to strengthen the safety
net for the jobless.

A glance at the papers shows
5,000 teachers in England and
Wales are at risk of being sack-
ed because of cash cuts to
schools, and that up to 50,000
jobs could go with the Post
Office’s imminent privatisa-
tion.

What are the government’s
plans in this grim unemploy-
ment situation?

Papers leaked to Labour MP
Alan Milburn show that they
propose to institute random
‘short, sharp shock’ interviews
to claimants signing on in nine
English towns. They will be sub-
jected to interrogation on their
efforts to find work, and those
who ‘fail’ will have benefits
stopped immediately.

The government says this is
to encourage people to have a
‘sustained effort’ to find work.

The gravy
train

BUT those who have jobs that
involve sacking other people
from their jobs are doing OK.
The heads of the three main
quangos instrumental in the rail
privatisation are being paid in
total nearly £350,000 a year.

Franchising director Roger
Salmon is paid £100,000 for a
four-day week; John Swift, the
regulator, gets £125,000 for five
days; and former BP boss Bob
Horton, who runs the track au-
thority, Railtrack, gets £121,000
for a three-day week.

Plus ca
change...

IMMEDIATELY following
John Major’s attack on beggars
last Friday, a report was re-
leased showing that a quarter of
the homeless are ex-soldiers.
Newspapers were quick to point
out that the Vagrancy Act was
introduced to crack down on the
thousands of soldiers — many
with missing limbs — reduced
to penury' after their return
from fighting in the Napoleonic

. wars.

I am told by another infor-
mant that sailors who fought the
Spanish Armada were deliber-
ately starved to death at sea by
thrifty captains, because they
received their pay only when
they set foot back on shore.

If you have any material for this
column, please send it to me at
Workers Press, PO Box 735,
London SW8 1YB.
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New Socialist Party government is one of crisi:

SHARP SWING TC

LEFT INHUNGARY

THE election results in Hungary mark a sharp
swing to the left amongst the working class. The
election has brought into office a government of
the Hungarian Socialist Party (HSP), which from

day one will be a government of crisis.
The HSP won over 50 per cent of the popular vote and

nearly 209 seats out of a pos-
sible 386 in the new parlia-
ment. This was a far bigger
victory than the HSP leader-
ship expected, and a result
that has raised considerable
anxiety amongst the party
leaders — who rightly fear
that the masses will immedi-
ately start placing demands
on the new regime. '

That is why the HSP,
although numerically strong
enough to form a government on
its own, is angling to draw the
opposition Alliance of Free
Democrats into a coalition.

Party chairman Gyuda
Horn, widely expected to be-
come prime minister in the new
government, said:

‘We want to make a decision
this week about who we can
negotiate with.

‘We have an absolute major-
ity but we still continue to think
of a coalition. Our natural part-

BY PETER JEFFRIES

ner can be the Alliance of Free
Democrats.’

Horn also stressed that his
government would be looking
west, to Germany in particular,
for economic support.

Insisting

The Alliance — which polled
under a fifth of the total vote —
has responded to these over-
tures by insisting that if it does
join a coalition with the HSP it
will do so only if it is given
significant portfolios.

The result shows in the most
graphic manner the deep dis-
illusionment amongst working
people with the results that
were expected to accompany
the restoration of the so-called
‘market economy’, that is,
capitalism.
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In a distorted way, the elec-
tion result is an indication that
the working class rejects the
whole process of capitalist res-
toration and is determined to
hold on to the gains it won after
the end of World War II, and to
win back those gains that have
been lost.

There is a deep contradiction
at the heart of the election
result.

Many workers — opposing
the restoration of capitalism —
voted for the HSP. But by doing
so they have elected a ‘Socialist’
government that stands for ex-
actly this restoration.

The election result is not sig-
nificant for Hungary alone.
There have been similar swings
to the left in Poland, Slovenia,
Romania and Lithuania, repre-
senting the same rejection by
the working people of the con-
sequences of attempted capital-
ist restoration.

For the working class the big
battles lie ahead. The new gov-
ernment has no policies to deal
with the crisis. After having
promised to restore welfare be-
nefits to the millions living at or
below the poverty line, it is
already making moves to draw
the trades unions into a ‘so-

Workers International to

build the Fourth Internatio
The HSL has consistently w:
ed that there could be no sm¢

cial contraet’ to hold down
workers’ living standards.
Even on official figures infla-
tion is now running at 12 per
cent a year and rising, with over restoration of capitalism
one in five workers without a eastern Europe, and that
job. attempt to bring about suc
The new government is one restoration would mean a sk
subordinated to the diktat of the intensification of the cl
International Monetary Fund —  struggle.
which demands intensified The HSL called for the ref
attacks on the living standards of a Socialist Party governn
and rights of the Hungarian not because it agreed with
workers. policies of the HSP, but bec:
The election result is a vindi- it would create better condit
cation of the position adopted by  for the fight of the working ¢
the Hungarian Socialist League and therefore the fight
(HSL), Hungarian section of the socialism.

IF YOU are reading this I know
you are a Workers Press read-
er, but are you a Workers Press
seller? Do you sell the paper in
your workplace, in your com-
munity group, or to your
friends? Workers Press is not
only the best weekly paper for
class fighters, it is also the
cheapest, so why not sell it as
well as read it?

If you have a contact or
friend you do not see every
week, then why not use the
order form and standing order
form on this page. That would
ensure that they receive Work-
ers Press promptly and regular-
ly each week, and pay by stand-
ing order each month.

Having got that far, don't
forget to ask them to add a few
pounds to the standing order
each month for the Workers
Press fund. If they are at work,
£5 a month is not a great deal of
money, but it makes a lot of
difference to Workers Press.

Circulation Department

‘Most favoured’ human
rights abuser!

Tiananmen Square, 1989: ‘Root out corruption’

FIVE years after the most brutal su
pression of the Tiananmen Square pr
test in 1989, the US has renewed the Mo:
Favoured Nation (MFN) trading statt
to China, despite misguided hopes ¢
liberals that Democrat President Bi
Clinton would be moved not to by huma
rights abuses.

In May 1989, hundreds of thousands
young workers and students gathered i
the square to protest against the Chines
Communist Party government. On 3 ar
4 June 1989, the army moved in to bruta
ly massacre the demonstrators. In tk
months that followed thousands of diss
dents were rounded up.

Human Rights Watch has doe
mented the cases of 500 of those impri
oned in the 1989 crackdown. More thz
200 of these are still in jail. Only 29
these cases were previously known |
human rights groups. Many were Kille
in the crackdown. :

This year there has been a growth «
dissident activity and the ‘Economis
magazine has said the ‘authorities fe:
a repeat of the 1989 protests’ (21 May

It went on to report that one labou
activist said: ‘China is releasing tk
people the United States thinks are in
portant and arresting those who are th
real threat.’

MFN status means that Chinese in
ports to the US have tariffs of a tenth |
a fifth of those charged without it.

A World Bank study indicated th:
revoking MFN would slash trade b
tween the countries by 42 per cent. Trad
with the US accounts for 11 per cent «
Chinese exports. Imports from the US'
China account for 200,000 jobs i
America.

China’s United Nations represent:
tive Wang Guangya warned the world
bourgeoisie that suppression of dissen
was in its interests by saying that
China eased up the situation would b
come very unstable and ‘everyone woul
be sorry’ (‘Economist’, 12 March).

Reports of rural unrest are causir
concern as 100 million Chinese displace
from land or state-owned factorie
wander around the country trying to ek
out a living.

';_d-Epeal from striking miner

THE miners of Karaganda in
Kazakhstan have been on strike
since 18 May. The strike has
been organised by the Indepen-
dent Miners Union of Karagan-
da, to demand that a tariff
agreement be signed which will
provide reasonable working
conditions and pay.

The average monthly pay of
a Karaganda miner is 3,000
tenge. On the black market $1 is

equivalent to between 60 and 70  nistration has taken them
tenge (pay is therefore roughly court.
£30). The strike organisers car

On 28 May, 21 miners stayed contacted on: 010-7-3212 57 T
down the pit and of these seven (Fax).
are on hunger strike.

Four miners — at the ‘50
years of the October Revolution’
mine — have been on hunger
strike since 20 May.

The miners intend to stand
firm to the end. The mine admi-

V. Myasni

Please inform Dave Temple
any messages you send, at Ti
Union Printing Services (091
0299). Also contact Dave
further information.



