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Workers need alternative to parliamentary Labour

FALLING APART
AT THE SEAMS!

IN THESE freewheeling days of the enterprise
economy and the opportunity-knocks culture —
embraced wholeheartedly by ‘new Labour’ — we
perhaps shouldn’t have been surprised that House
of Commons Speaker Betty Boothroyd thought
that the Sir Jerry Wiggins scandal was merely an

. ‘unpleasant matter’ to be swept under the par-
- liamentary carpet where it couldn’t do any more

harm.

But harm it has done,
along with the many
other examples of spiv-
ery in the ‘House’ that
have erupted from the
depths.

The fabric of the British
state is falling apart at the
seams and in the coming
months there will have to be
an emergency operation to
shore it up by its faithful
servants — Tory and Labour
MPs especially.

After the preposterous
claims by some Tories that the
Nolan recommendations would
see the end of the representation
of the ‘professional classes’ in
parliament (some chance!), it
‘looks as though the party whips
have done a deal which may
seem clever to them but which
impresses no one outside’
(‘Guardian’ editorial, 23 May).

‘It makes it look as though
the political class is wriggling to
avoid legitimate investigation.’

What this means is that Tory
and Labour whips have colluded
to let old Sir Jerry off.

After admitting that he used
Sebastian Coe’s name to table
amendments on the Gas Bill

BY MIKE COOKE

Unless Betty has plans to re-
tire shortly, I wouldn’t bet any
money on this last statement
being born out in reality.

In a letter to Peter Hain,
Betty says: ‘It is my view that
the statement [by Sir Jerry] dis-
poses of this unpleasant matter,
and no interests of the_House
would be served by a reference
to the Privileges Committee.’

“The private club rather than
the public interest has been
given priority,” commented the
‘Guardian’.

Skeletons

And there are many more
skeletons rattling around the
parliamentary cupboards of all
the parties represented. No
wonder so many MPs want pri-
vacy legislation and tougher
libel laws.

Betty was a right-wing
Labour MP before she had to
resign the whip to become
speaker. Apparently she is well-
loved by all sides of the House.

The old arrangement of gov-
ernment with a democratic
facade in the advanced capital-
ist countries is being eaten

honourable (!) member for
PowerGen, British Gas ...’ But
then again such uncharacteris-
tic honesty might be beneath the
dignity of the old place.

Before, such arrangements
between companies and MPs
were kept very quiet. Now
knowledge of them is erupting
everywhere — and not just in
Britain. _

France, Spain, Greece, Ger-
many, Italy, the US, Japan and
others have all had their scan-
dals involving government cor-
ruption in the last few years.

The Labour Party is tied
hand and foot to this system, of
which it has been an integral
part.

Labour leader Tony Blair
and shadow chancellor Gordon
Brown spend most of their spare

Demonstration against
lvory Coast repression

Members of the Ivorian Relief Action Group
(IRAG) in London protested outside the Ivory
Coast embassy on 18 May against the massacres
and systematic repression of all those who oppose
the autocratic regime of the ruling PDCI-party.
The date was chosen to commemorate the
fourth anniversary of the barbaric attack on the
Youpougon student campus. On 17 and 18 May
1991, after the massacre of 4,000 Guebie in the
western region of the Ivory Coast and the extermi-
nation of 300 Sanwi in the south-east, the PDCI sent
its army into the campus when the students were

sleeping.

Hundreds of the students were badly injured,
many were raped, and many more have dis-
appeared, presumably killed by the army.

The IRAG also condemned the arrest and im-
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time buttering up big business
and assuring it that their in-
terests will be safe under a ‘new
Labour’ government.

How is the working class to
find the true political represen-
tation of its interests?

For more than 100 years in
Britain it has looked to the par-
liamentary institutions and
since the early years of this
century to the Labour Party as
its representative in these insti-
tutions.

Capitalism is being forced to
find new ways to keep its control
of the working class because the
old ones have collapsed.

Internationally the most sig-
nificant of these ways was Sta-
linism which appeared to many
to offer an alternative to capit-
alist exploitation but in reality
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only offered betrayal and even
worse forms of oppression to the
working class and the peasants
of the world.

In Britain, capitalism’ ex-
pects new things of Labour ‘in
controlling the working class.
No longer can Labour dole out
reforms like sweets to keep the
‘children’ quiet.

Changes

With these changes in politic-
al relations, the working class
and those who oppose capital-
ism — young and unemployed
people, environmental protes-
ters, refugee and immigrant
workers — need to break out of
the parliamentary straitjacket
and form their own political re-
pesentation, a new socialist
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party. This party must be inter-
nationalist and international.

Many workers will continue
to look to parliament and to the
Labour Party for some time,
but a start is needed on building
this party. It tasks will include
challenging Labour outside and
inside parliament.

But this is not just an objec-
tive necessity. There are also
possibilities that need to be built
on.

This is the conclusion that
the WRP has arrived at and it
made a decision to work to-
wards this at its last congress.

We want to join with others
who are coming to this conclu-
sion also. Get in touch with
Workers Press, PO Box 735,
London SW8 1YB. Tel: 0171-387
0564. Fax: 0171-387 0569,
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that would benefit a firm he
represents, and then saying he
was sorry, Betty says: ‘I trust

away by the desire of more indi-
vidual companies to get an
edge, to be on the inside.

prisonment of opposition journalists and indepen-
dent media — the PDCI controls the state media
— and demanded their release along with the
hundreds of trade unionists and students who are

this is the last occasion I shall be
obliged to inquire into the con-
duct of a member.’

Rather than refering to con-
stituencies, we could perhaps be
hearing the speaker call on ‘the

incarcerated as prisoners of conscience.
Most of the members of IRAG came to Britain

Onward Christian
arms-dealers!

BISHOPS in the Church of England may be willing to get rid of the
commandment ‘thou shalt not commit adultery’ — but it will be far
less willing to get rid of the millions that it rakes in from its
considerable shares in the arms trade.

According to company records for last year about 90 churches

and parishes have shares in the leading arms makers in this
country — including Vickers, GEC, British Aerospace and Rolls
Royce.

The Church Missionary Society holds 6,000 shares in British
Aerospace, which last year started delivering a consignment of
Hawkert military trainer jets to Malaysia,

The Young Women’s Christian Association has almost ten times
as many shares in the same company, with the Chaurch Moral Aid
Association holding a modest 4,000 shares. :

The Church Commissioners have about £9 million shares in GEC
with the central board of finance of the Church of England holding
2 million shares in the company, one of the country’s leading arms
exporters.

But don’t expect the news to bring any great disinvestment. As
Marx long ago noted: the Church of England is far more willing to
give up 38 of its 39 Articles than one-tenth of its income.

to escape the murderous regime in the Ivory Coast
and have applied for political asylum.

But other dissidents have been refused entry.
Under the Ayslum Bill there has been a 100 per
cent refusal rate to Ivory Coast ayslum seekers as
the Tories implement the racism of 'Fortress
Europe’.

The organisation and actions of the IRAG re-
flects the growing radicalism of immigrant groups
in Britain. Many immigrants, despite their pre-
carious status as political refugees and asylum
seekers, are taking the lead in fighting for amnes-
ty for refugees and against the racist attacks of the
British state.

New numbers for Workers Press?

As reported last week there are too much confusion. Our
some changes in the contact addressremains as PO Box 735,
numbers for Workers Press. London SW8 1YB, although in a

Demonstration at Ivory Coast’s London embassy Photo: Bronwen Handyside

African Liberation Day march
‘Not just charity but complete liberation’

Most importantly our tele-
phone and fax numbers have
been changed:

B Telephone 0171-387 0564.
B Fax 0171-387 0569.

We hope this doesn’t cause

few weeks there may be a small
change in the post code.

Keep your eyes peeled! Why
not send money payable to
‘Workers Press’?

Because of the special sup-
plement inside, this week’s
issue is only four pages.

Bosnia and Tuzla Trade Union Convoy, p3, p6 and p8 @ Health workers, p3 @ Japan working class and trade war, p4&5 and p8

Assemble at 1pm
Kennington Park, London SE11.
To Trafalgar Square for rally.
Oval tube.
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Get ready for the
Iron Chancellor

OLDER workers will remember the term ‘sound
finance’. It was a much used term in the 1920s
and 1930s. Its central idea was that the
government should spend only what it raised in
taxes. The budget should balance: debt was
sin.

It was a favourite phrase of the Labour
government that was in office from 1929-31. It chief
exponent was Philip Snowden, later Viscount
Snowden, who was chancellor in that government
and liked to be called the Iron Chancellor.

Snowden was one of the Labour leaders who in
1931 deserted the Labour Party and joined the
Tories and the Liberals in a National Government
that slashed the dole for the unemployed, cut the
pay of civil servants and teachers and helped to
drive millions into poverty.

All this was done to meet the rapacious needs
of international finance, which insisted that it was
millions of ordinary people who were to pay for the
crisis of the capitalist syftem.*
TODAY we have a new Iron Chancellor in
prospect — none other than Labour
front-bencher Gordon Brown. Last week the
shadow chancellor proclaimed that Labour in
office would place whatever curbs on public
spending the needs of ‘the economy’
demanded. He would, he said, be an Iron
Chancellor in a future Labour government.

Brown was clearly speaking for the leader. For
last week Tony Blair delivered a lecture at City
University in London in which he pledged to his
audience that Labour in office would be ‘tougher
than the Tories’. He stressed that the ‘fight against
inflation’ was essential if the right environment for
big business to make profits was to be established.

As one of Blair's henchmen said last week: ‘He
wants the voters to know that Labour must be
judged by the toughness of its policies and the
discipline of the party in following them through.’
Blair went on to warn that economic recovery would
mean a ‘long haul’. i

Of course it is not ‘the voters’ to whom Blair is
appealing but to the financiers, at home and
abroad. His ‘long haul’ means that millions, already
fighting to exist at a half-decent level, will be
required to tighten their belts even further.
Meanwhile the City fat cats, coining in millions from
the destruction of the nationalised industries, will go
untouched.

Here is a measure of the extent to which the
Labour leaders have moved to the right. Even those
such as Hugh Gaitskell who in the 1950s set out
te remove Clause Four from the Labour Party
constitution remained committed to high levels of
taxation and spending in order to bring about a
redistribution of income.

Even this has gone. But this being so, what is left
of the Labour Party?
Blair’s and Brown’s sharp shift to the right does
not arise from their individual views. The fact is
that the depth of British capitalism’s crisis
makes it impossible for any government,
Labour, Tory or coalition, to give concessions
to the working class or even the middile class.

So state benefits for the unemployed, for those
on housing benefit, sickness benefit, etc., are either
slashed or hedged round with ever-tighter
restrictions. Meanwhile the middle class see tax
relief on their mortgage benefits drastically reduced
while at the same time finding the values of their
houses fall week by week.

Workers should take serious note of what Blair,
Brown and the rest of the Labour leaders are
saying. If elected they will lead the most reactionary
government that will not hesitate to use the full force
of the state against the working class.

One thing is sure: the working class will fight
against such attacks. But to fight effectively they
need to unite. And this unity means that they need
a political party.

The preparations the Labour leaders are making
for the day when they take their places round the
Cabinet table in Downing Street mean that the day
draws ever closer when the working class will be
forced to form a new political party that can express
its real historical interests.

Letters

Working
together

I WOULD like to thank Bob
Goupillot for his invaluable
letter (29 April) on the need for
Trotskyists and anarchists to
work together.

Point one of his statement
was that Trotskyists thought
that the unemployed were un-
organisable. As far as I know
the comrades who write for and
run Workers Press and WRP
members have never held such
a view.

In fact, we would actively
agree with the anarchists that
the unemployed need to be
organised along with all sec-
tions of workers.

Where we would disagree
with the anarchists would be on
the fact that the working-class
needs a party to be able to fight
for its own interests — a fact
which the anarchists deny.

This party needs to be organ-
ised by the working class itself
in the course of the many and
varied actions and fights which
the workers encounter during
their everyday life experiences.

Point two of Bob’s letter said
that Trotskyists thought they
were always right and that
anarchists were always wrong.

Differences of opinion do
occur, and they need to be
fought out in theory and in prac-
tice — while working together.
After all, anarchists think they
are right and the Trotskyists
are wrong.

On the question of ‘Trots-
kyist’ groups that treat people
like demo-fodder, I think that
this is the kind of practice that
is inherent in the working of the
Socialist Workers Party and
Militant Labour. But the WRP
takes its politics more seriously
than just to consider people as
demo-fodder.

As for not criticising the
Labour Party or the trade union
movement too strongly, we
would once again argue, up to a
point.

We would encourage rank-
and-file union members to fight
for the removal of their current
leaders, who are the ones who
tie the workers hand and foot to
the capitalist system, and to
replace them with revolution-
ary leaders.

On the role of the Labour
Party, we have been fighting for

the retention of Clause Four of
its constitution. The reason for
this is that the true implementa-
tion of Clause Four would be a
powerful blow against the capit-
alist system. But it would only
be a transitional move to the
taking of power by the workers.
Apart from this we would agree
on the need to call the Labour
Party a bourgeois party.

I hope these exchanges of
view will promote a debate on
the role of the working class in
so-called ‘civil society’.

Ken Singer
Dundee

Let's get

t right

THE book mentioned recently
by Charlie Pottins (15 April) —
‘In Defence of the- Russian Re-
volution’, edited by Al Richard-
son and published by Porcupine
Press — will, I hope, find many
readers among followers of
Workers Press.

I should be grateful if vou
would allow me space to men-
tion a few defects in the presen-
tation of what is, perhaps, the
most interesting of the texts in-
cluded in this anthology. This is
the pair of speeches delivered
by Lenin on 22 September 1920
which, at his own request, re-
mained unpublished except in
an abridged and expurgated
form, emerging from the Soviet
archives only in 1992.

First, a mea culpa. Although,
as explained in the prefatory,
the text is highly unsatisfactory,
being the uncorrected trans-
cript of a shorthand report, that
does not excuse two mistransla-
tions by me, not noticed until too
late for correction.

On page 141, lines 13 and 14,
the sentence referring to the
German Independent Social
Democrats and the Comintern
should read: ‘It was not possible
to throw them out at that time.’

And on page 153, lines 17 and
18, the sentence referring to the
Anglo-Russian trade agreement
should read: ‘And at the same
time a treaty has been signed by
which we have supplied a mil-
lion sleepers.’

Then, among all the all-too-
numerous mis-hearings or mis-
notings by the reporters is one
passage which, baffled, I trans-

lated as it stands in the text,
making nonsense (‘and a lot of
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bits around Rovno’). This
passage — on page 138, lines 14

- and 15 from the beginning of the

speech — ought probably to
read: ‘a considerable distance
beyond Rovno’. Another trans-
lator guessed that this was what
Lenin actually said, and I think
he guessed right.

Also to be mentioned are a
few printer’s errors and the like
as follows,

Page 135, line 20: The author
of ‘Survival and Consolidation’
is Richard K. Debo, not ‘Deles’.
Page 137, line 7 from the
bottom: Not ‘movements’ but
‘moments’.

Page 141, lines 15-17 from the
bottom: This sentence should
read: ‘The facts that [in] Poland
there is a well-developed pro-
letarian population and a well-
educated agricultural proletar-
iat said to us: ‘““You must help
them to become sovietised.’’ '’
(The speaker means that the
Bolsheviks drew this conclusion
from these facts.)

Page 146, line 17 from the
bottom: Delete ‘(Commune?]’.
Page 147, line 12: For ‘Rovno’
read ‘Grodno’. Page 149, line 12:
For ‘hustled’ read ‘hurtled’.
Page 150, line 7;: After ‘And the
French and the Poles’ insert
‘and Wrangel'. Page 150, line
21: Delete ‘and’ before ‘the
party of well-to-do peasants’.

Page 156, note 1: Not ‘The
Leader’s’ but the ‘The Leaders’
Archive’ — more than one
leader. Page 156, note 10:
‘George Nathaniel Curzon, 1st
Marquess Curzon of Kedleston’
was his name and title. Page
157, note 31: ‘SDKPIiL’ (capital
L). Page 158, note 40: Not ‘un-
mistakably’ but ‘mistakenly’.

Brian Pearce
New Barnet, Herts.

Unionist
on Militant
platform

The following is an open letter
from Irish supporters of the
United Secretariat of the Fourth
International to Militant Labour:

ON TUESDAY 9 MAY members
of our organisation attended one
of the strangest and most dis-
quieting meetings ever organ-
ised by a section of the socialist
movement here.

The meeting, entitled ‘Is
there a future for socialism?’,
was organised by Militant
Labour and included on the plat-
form Billy Hutchinson of the
Progressive Unionist Party.

This man has no place on
such a platform or in such a
debate. His party is simply a
front organisation for the secta-
rian gangsters of the Ulster
Volunteer Force, set up in an
attempt to bypass the British
ban on television appearances
by Republicans, which indirect-

ly affected Loyalist organisa-
tions.

The UVF has an horrific
history of sectarian gangster-
ism. This stretches from the
Malvern Street murders
through the Shankill butchers to
last September’s attempt at
mass murder in Dublin’s Con-
nolly station.

More recently still, just
before the publication of the
framework document, the PUP
said that if it were not to their
liking ‘all hell would break
loose’. We in the Irish Commit-
tee for a Marxist Programme
took this as a renewed threat of
mass sectarian killing.

Not only are the UVF secta-
rian ‘killers, even within the
ranks of Loyalism they have
been the most fanatically right-
wing. They have had the most
extensive contact with British
and European fascism.

Yet at the Militant meeting
Billy Hutchinson confided that
he was a socialist! Not one
member of Militant Labour con-
tradicted him. In fact Peter
Hadden, the Militant Labour
spokesperson, said that every-

one at the meeting believed in

socialism — endorsing Hutch-
inson’s preposterous claim.

A member of Militant then
asked if the PUP would partici-
pate In a ‘conference of social-
ists’ with a view to creating a
workers’ party in Northern
Ireland. Needless to say the
PUP accepted.

We can only ask with the
poet: ‘What strange creature
shuffles towards Bethlehem to
be born?’

The ICMP has been concer-
ned for some time at the right-
ward lurch within Militant
Labour and at their decision to
partition themselves into North-
ern and Southern parties, but
this latest stunt from an organ-
isation that claims to stand in
the Marxist tradition of Lenin
and -Trotsky goes well beyond
anything acceptable even in the
widest definition of socialism.

Militant have made a terri-
ble mistake. They are confusing
right- wing workerist populism
with socialism. In so doing they
endanger themselves, their own
members and cause grave
concern among socialist groups
in contact with them.

More importantly they cause
grave offence to masses of
Catholic workers and many
Protestant workers by endors-
ing forces that have always
opposed the independent non-
sectarian organisation of
working people.

Militant Labour have a lot of
explaining to do. We would like
to hear their explanations and
we would welcome the oppor-
tunity to publicly debate with
them. In the meantime we have
no option but to sound the alarm
bell for the members of Mili-
tant, for Irish Socialists gener-
ally and for the broad interna-
tional movement of socialism.

John McAnulty
Irish Commitee for a
Marxist Programme
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Health service

workers want

strike action!

BY STUART CARTER
SALFORD MENTAL HEALTH
UNISON BRANCH SECRETARY

PUBLIC service union mem-
bers in the health service have
voted by 91 per cent to take
industrial action, including
strikes, and to reject the offers
by the pay review bodies.
UNISON has 440,000 mem-
bers in the NHS. Pay is negoti-
ated separately for nurses, mid-
wives, and the ancillary, ambu-
lance, administrative and cler-
ical staffs, and other groups.
However all have received
similar offers of only 1 per cent
guaranteed increase in basic.
Anything on top of that is to be
decided in local negotiations.
The government wants to intro-
duce local negotiation of pay
and conditions to weaken trade
union organisation, reduce
costs and to prepare the full
privatisation of the NHS.
Although the health trusts
currently operate like busine-
sses and compete for contracts
in the internal market that the
Tories have created, they have
little control over the pay and
conditions of staff because these
are set by national agreement.

Wages and salaries account
for 80 per cent of NHS costs.
When management say they
want more control over costs
what they mean is they want to
cut pay and conditions of ser-
vice. This is a necessary step if
trusts are to become privatised
profit-making bodies.

NHS workers must be sup-
ported in their dispute to defend
national agreements because it
is crucial to the defence of the
NHS against privatisation.

The recent vote was a consul-
tation exercise where staff
voted in workplace ballots or
meetings. UNISON is looking to
talks with the government be-
fore holding a ballot on indust-
rial action beginning on 5 July.

The Royal College of Nursing
is to ballot its members on drop-
ping their ban on industrial ac-
tion. The result will be known on
29 June. However the College is
saying that it would only be pre-
pared to take action short of
striking.

Postponed

The Royal College of Mid-
wives has postponed a ballot on
industrial action after the gov-
ernment offered talks about
grading. The Health Visitors’

Association is to ballot their
members on limited industrial
action.

The dispute is not just about
nurses and midwives, although
they have had most publicity. It
1s about low pay among ancil-
lary, administrative and cleric-
al staffs and all other NHS
groups — except the senior
managers!

UNISON members from Pre-
stwich hospital, where there
was a 98 per cent vote for strike
action, spoke to Workers Press.

‘We work hard and 1 per cent
is an insult,’” said Lydia Collins.

‘We won’t accept local nego-
tiations’, said Debbie Der-
byshire, a UNISON steward,
‘because then they will stop our
enhancements for nights,
weekends and bank holidays.
They will try and cut sick pay
and so on.’

On the RCN, Debbie said:
‘They are taking a very soft
approach which won’t frighten
the government. Refusing to do
paperwork would be just a token
gesture. We should have a na-
tional strike, everyone
together.’

During UNISON’s consulta-
tion there was a concerted cam-
paign by managers to persuade
workers to accept the deal.

Many trusts made local offers of
3 per cent in the hope that staff
would fall into the trap of
accepting local bargaining. But
UNISON members were war-
ned that they would pay a heavy
price in years to come if they
gave up national agreements.

Danger

If a strike ballot was held
there would be as massive ma-
jority for action by UNISON
members.

The main danger is that UN-
ISON negotiators recommend
some compromise deal (the
press are already talking about

‘local pay in a national frame- -

work’) or that UNISON will fol-
low the RCN or the Health Visi-
tors’ Association and push li-
mited action which would be
divisive, drawn out, ineffective
and ultimately demoralising.

Because they have a higher
public profile, nurses and mid-
wives may be offered a better
deal while other staff groups,
many of whom are paid below
low-pay thresholds, are pushed
further behind.

All NHS workers must stand
together and put a stop to moves
to break up national agree-
ments on pay conditions.

Shell
out of
Nigeria!

Fifty protesters outside a
Shell shareholders’ meeting
brokethrough police lines to
show their anger against the
company’s activities in West
Africa, on Thursday 18 May

l in London.

The protest was organised
by Shell Out, an
environmental and political
umbrella group.

Leaflet were handed out
urging shareholders to force
Shell to withdraw from
south-east Nigeria and stop
polluting the air and rivers
and colluding with state
repression against the

Ogoni people.
It is thought that state forces

have killed 2,000 Ogonis and
made 30,000 homeless.

Imprisoned Nigerian writer
Ken SaroWiwa has accused
the company of
environmental devastion.
The protesters at the
shareholders meeting

staged a sit-down protest
and two burned a Shell flag.

Police made six arrests.
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Lecturers and Ford shop

stewards support Tuzla

UNIVERSITY lecturers in con-
ference at Weston-super-Mare
last weekend acclaimed the
July trade union convoy to
Tuzla, and raised over £1,000 for
its support. The cash will be
channelled through the organ-
isation Academic Lifeline for
Bosnia.

The summer council of the
Association of University
Teachers, responding to a move
from Aberdeen delegates,
amended a previously tabled
motion of solidarity with acade-
mics and academic-related
staff in Bosnia-Herzegovina, to
include endorsement of the sup-
port for the July convoy agreed
by the Scottish TUC at its con-
ference in Perth last month.

There was warm applause
when it was announced that
Leicester University lecturer,
Paul Henderson, would be
travelling with the convoy.

Speaking in support of the
amended motion, Aberdeen de-
legate Terry Brotherstone said
that the spirit of the Executive
motion was such that Paul
would be in effect AUT’s repre-
sentative seeking contacts with
colleagues in the University of
Tuzla and other academic insti-
tutions. He stressed also the
value attached to the work lead-
ing to this convoy by trade un-
ionists in Tuzla, notably the
miners who had supported the
NUM in the 1984-85 strike.

The fact that their colleagues
in Western Europe were concer-
ned with their political struggle,
and saw their battle to maintain
multi-ethnic communities as
being in the forefront of the fight
against the rise of neo-fascism
throughout Europe, was as im-
portant as the humanitarian aid
itself.

Alluding to the recent Chan-
nel 4 documentary made by
Michael Foot and Jill Craigie,
Brotherstone stressed that it
was no longer possible to sepa-
rate the question of humanita-
rian aid from that of taking
sides in the conflict.

But the convoy had no secta-
rian purpose: it had the support
of socialists in Serbia and trade
unionists in Croatia amongst
many others.

Trade Union Convoy

The motion, which was pas-
sed ‘by acclaim’ reads:

‘Council deplores the devas-
tation and appalling conditions
of the civil war for the people of
Bosnia-Herzegovina and other
parts of the former Yugoslavia.
It notes the severe disruption to
the universities whieh is yet
another consequence of this
tragedy and understands the
great difficulties being experi-
enced by staff and students.

‘Council instructs the execu-
tive committee to collaborate
with the World University Ser-
vice and other organisations in
supporting the Academic Life-
line for Bosnia in helping to
maintain academic activity
under such trying conditions.

Enthusiasm

‘Council also notes that the
STUC Congress has expressed
enthusiasm for the trade union
humanitarian aid convoy to
Bosnia being organised in July
this year and called upon the
STUC General Council to:

‘(1) publicise this convoy
widely in the trade and labour
movement;

‘(2) renew and redouble its
fundraising efforts, particularly
to support this convoy:

‘(3) urge affiliated bodies,
wherever possible, to supply
and equip a lorry to join the
Convoy;

‘(4) collaborate wherever
possible with requests for
assistance from the organisers
— the Tuzla Trade Union Dis-
trict and the British trade union-
ists supporting the operation.

‘Council shares the enthu-
siasm of STUC and therefore
instructs the executive commit-
tee to publicise this convoy and
its requirements amongst AUT
members and to support the
convoy appropriately through
the Academic Lifeline for
Bosnia.’

The collection for the con-
voy, plus a donation from cen-
tral union funds, came to
£1,086.72.

B Shop stewards from Ford’s
engine plant at Dagenham have
also agreed to support the July
convoy and voted to donate £100.

Sheffield college strikes back

SHEFFIELD lecturers in the
union NATFHE took strike ac-
tion on three days, 9, 10 and 11
May. This was part of a national
week of action as well as the
pursuit of a local agreement on
pay. Like other public sector
workers, further and adult edu-
cation teachers have been for-
ced into a ‘twin track’ strategy
of pursuing national and local
agreements with employers
who are pushing through a set-
tlement clearly based on gov-
ernment guidelines.

Behind this three-year-long
dispute is the crisis in public
funding. Nationally, the sector
is in debt, with 50 colleges owing
£20,000,000.

The employers, part of the
new bureaucratic ‘boss’ class,
are awarded grossly-inflated
salaries but seek to solve the
crisis by the introduction of
punitive contracts, expanding
contact hours for lecturers, and
reducing holidays, to prepare
the way for mass redundancies
and the closure of whole prog-
rammes, buildings and other

educational services.

The ideological smokescreen
for this and the chaos of mis-
management, malpractrice
and, in some cases, large scale
corruption, is ‘quality control’.
In plain English read union-
busting and redundancies — the
wrecking of an education
service.

Sheffield College, the largest
in the country, is considering
the closure of two major sites,
one of them a purpose-built for-
mer education authority con-
struction engineering college,
and is seeking 300 redundancies,
over 200 of which are to be
teaching staff, one in four.

The mass meeting held dur-
ing the strike received wide-
spredd messages of support
from the other main teacher un-
ions and members of the public-
sector union, UNISON. There
was also an important discus-
sion on developing a public cam-
paign to defend further educa-
tion, co-operating with other
education and public sector
campaign groups.

BY KEN SINGER

LABOUR leader Tony Blair's
‘coemmitment” on the the mini-
mmam wage has been shown to be
empty. At a Bntaish Chamber of

Commerce meeting in Aber-
deen he told business leaders
that they would be consulted
about a minimum wage.

Thus a Blair-led government
would be totally subservient to
the interests of big business and
the sharks in the city.

The ‘fat cats’ were also told
by Blair that he would seriously
think about keeping the present
anti-union laws introduced by
the Tories.

Blair is to tour various busi-
ness-interest meetings to talk
about the ‘new’ Labour Partv

reassures capitalists

and its so-called ‘neutrality’.

On the other hand, there
don’t seem to be any plans for
him to speak to factory workers,
staff in the NHS or teachers and
parents about how a ‘new
Labour’ government will fight
for their interoactc!
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: : how it came to our notice. In the
JEFed Tevoriem. PCrieone” S Workers International (to Rebuild the

Fourth International), we have for
some two years been engaged in a dif-
ficult but rich discussion on the sig-
nificance of the collapse of Stalinism.

The basic conclusion of this has
been that the collapse of Stalinism
represents a qualitative change 1in
the relationship of class forces.

Most important, the situation
created by this change presents Trot- -
skyists with the most important
challenge in our history: to now build
the world party of the socialist revo-
lution in entirely new conditions,
with the main barrier between the
working class and Marxism removed.
Yet the working class needs to recon-
struct its movement as a whole be-
cause of the damage inflicted on its
consciousness by decades of
Stalinism.

To recognise this qualitative
change has not been easy. Among the
points made in the discussion was
that there is no longer a Stalinist ap-
paratus capable of carrying out the
comprehensive international betray-
als of the past. In particular, Stalins
deal with Churchill and Roosevelt at
the end of World War II, and its
counter-revolutionary consequences,
permitted a temporary but long
restabilisation of capitalism.

In a draft chapter of veteran Trot-
skyist Bill Hunter’s forthcoming
autobiography, which covers that pe-
riod, he refers to the fact that all over
Germany, after the Nazi surrender in
1945, there sprang up hundreds of
workers’ councils, and that in Japan
big struggles for workers’ control of
production took place. Checking the
sources for this, I found Moore’s book
on Japan. I is a revelation!

A theoretical
preliminary

BEFORE summarising the content
and the lessons of Moores book, a
short interpolation about theoretical
implications.

In the discussion about the signifi-
cance of the collapse of Stalinism, we

lahoma City after the bombing
ked ‘like Beirut. One of the worst
* bombings in Beirut was carried
. by a British SAS major under con-
ct to the CIA.
Exposing anti-Muslim stereotypes,
pocrisy and hysteria, and defending
sressed minorities, is a duty for so-
lists. But some on the left seem to
going a bit further.
A right-wing group which pro-
ims contempt for democracy, and
ssn't seem short of resources, has
en active in colleges and elsewhere,
gting hostility against Hindus and
¢s, declaring homosexuals should
. be tolerated, and preaching that it
iiright to beat disobedient women.
Youd expect the left to be up in
ns, opposing these reactionaries. In-
ad. the Socialist Workers Party,
ich runs the Anti-Nazi Le