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As Tories plunge into civil war. . .

PREPARE FOR

FIGHT AHEAD

THE civil war raging in the Tory Party involves

grave dangers for the working class.
B The Tories are trying desperately to re-organise their

shattered forces.

B The Labour leaders are giving them every help to do this.
John Redwood has made clear what sections of the ruling class have

in store.

He demands lower taxes and further cuts in state benefits, along

with tough law-and-order policies.

Such measures would plunge millions more people into the direst

poverty and provoke massive so-
cial struggles.

This is why Redwood bangs
the law-and-order drum. He
knows that the forces of the state
will have to beat down the inevi-
table resistance that will explode
in the working class.

But what about the Labour
leaders?

Blair makes a routine call in
the Commons for a general elec-
tion. But he has no intention of
rousing the working class to force
such an election.

With the slightest lead from
the trade union and Labour lead-
ers the working class could have
kicked the government out long
ago.

Blair wants to head a Labour
or coalition government, Like all
his fellow Labour leaders he is at-
tracted by the smell of the gravy
train.

But there is something more
important than the desire of
these people to get their snouts in
the trough.

Like the Tories, Blair fears the
working class will jump the gun.

Millions of workers might take

things into their own hands and
bring the government down.

The ruling class and Labour
leaders know that the miners
brought the Heath government
down in 1974. If a similar move-
ment in the working class forced
the Tories out there would be a
far more explosive situation than
if Major left office simply as a re-
sult of a government crisis,

This is what the Labour trai-
tors are up to:

BMThe very day Major re-
signed, Labour education spokes-
man David Blunkett announced
Labour's new education policies.
They mean a vicious attack on

BY THE EDITOR

parents and teachers.

M Labour vies with the Tories,
including Redwood, to present it-
self as the ‘party of order’ Blair
outbids the Tories in his determi-
nation to strengthen the police
and the forces of repression.

W Labour now accepts pri-
vatisation of the NHS — natu-
rally in the name of ‘freedom’and
‘choice’.

Reaction

Blair and company more and
more adopt policies which are no
different from those around
which Redwood wants to rally
the forces of reaction.

Time is not on the side of the
working class!

There can be no reliance on a
Labour government to solve the
pressing problems that millions
now face.

Those who advise the working
class: ‘Wait for a Labour govern-
ment’ are liars and deceivers.

The issues facing the working
class are quite different.

M How can all those who stand
for the development of an inde-
pendent line for the working
class in this crisis unite their
forces?

M How can all those who sup-
port a socialist programme as the
only answer to the catastrophe
that we face, join hands in one or-
ganisation and movement?

Workers Press will be issuing
its Programme for the Crisis. We
look forward to the widest dis-
cussion of it in the labour move-
ment.

B Behind Tory civil war —
see page 2.

Dickensian laws return to England

LOCAL jails are fast becoming debtors’ prisons, according to i

Home Office figures.

Last year 1,500 people were jailed for council tax debt — a 750
per cent increase on 1990. A recent survey of some 150 poll tax
debtors now in jail showed that two-thirds were on state benefits
or had no income at all. A third were either physically or mentally

disabled.

Only two of the 150 were legally represented.
Unlike banks or building societies local authorities can still
imprison people for non-payment of debt. In Scotland that right

was abolished in 1987.

Durham Miners Gala, an annual celebration of workers solidarity: this year t
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here’'s a Workers Aid for Bosnia contingent

Workers Aid/Durham Miners

EVERYONE all who supports the
struggle against ethnic division
in Bosnia-Herzegovina is invited
to participate in the Durham
Miners’ Ggla with the Derwent
Valley (Consett) contingent,

Workers Aid for Bosnia asks
supporters and all trade union
branches that are organising for
the convoy to come to Durham
with their banners. The Derwent
Valley contingent will be led by a
colliery band and by local fire-
fighters eampaigning against the
closure of three stations.

The Bosnian solidarity contin-
gent will be headed by ex-de-
tainees of the Chetnik concentra-
tion camps in Bosnia. Last year
the presence of Bosnian refugees
on the march made a big impact.

Even though the deep mines of
the North East are now closed,
the gala brings together thou-
sands of working people who
want to show their pride in their
class and their determination
that the Tories will not destroy
their movement. It is the Tories
who are also working to divide
Bosnia-Herzegovina.

Assemble at 9am outside the
0Ol County Hospital at the top
of North Road. If you are travel-
ling to Newcastle on the Friday
night and need accommodation
contact Dave Parker at
Wallsend People’s Centre, tel:
0191-263 5029.

Pre-Convoy Weekend
of Activities

15-16 July, Manchester
Saturday, 2pm: Workers Aid for
Bosnia meeting (all welcome) to
make final convoy plans and map
out the future work for August
and September.

Saturday, evening: Convoy
send-off social. Bosnian food.
Sunday, 10am: Discussion. What
is the war in ex-Yugoslavia
about? )

Sunday, 2pm: Meeting for all
supporters of Workers Aid for
Bosnia who are going on the con-
voy.

Saturday night accommodation
in Manchester will be available.
Contact Workers Aid on 0161-
707 1584.

Gala: an
Invitation

Durham Miners Gala
Saturday 8 July 1995

9am-1lam: Miners banners and
bands march through
Durham
11.30am-1om: Speakers address crowd
at Durham Racecourse

3pm: Cathedral service
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The crisis that is breaking up-the
Tory party is not simply & crisis in
that party. It is not the product of
MPs seeking to save their seats
and parliamentary sinecures. Nor
is it the result of a ‘clash of per-

tions’ within the cabinet.

It involves a crisis in the whole ruling
class and one that has implications for
the form of capitalist rule in this coun-
tr

; J sonalities’ or a ‘breakdown of rela-

Y.

Throughout most of this century the
Tory party has provided governments
for the ruling class. In periods of ex-
ceptional crisis, such as 1929-31 or af-
ter World War Il in 1945, the Labour
leaders, either alone or with the Liber-
als as junior partners, have formed
governments that have served the in-
terests of big business and the banks.

The depth of the crisis in the Tory
Party reflects the depth of the crisis in
the ruling class. Large swathes of the
middle class have lost all confidence in
the Tory Party. Many — in banking,
junior management, those running
small businesses — have lost their
jobs. Many are suffering the nightmare
of negative equity in their property —
they owe more to the banks that their
houses are worth.

Like the working class, many middle
class people have seen their social
and medical services relentlessly cut.
Many middle class people are forced
to pay for their childrens’ education at
university; many old people are forced
to sell their homes in order to pay for
care.

* k * * %k

BUT it is not simply the middle
class that has lost confidence in
the Major government. Big inter-
ests in the City and industry have
also withdrawn their support from
the government.

o

Workers Press

Behind Tory civil war

tant sections of the capitalist class —
people such as multi-millionaire super-
market boss David Sainsbury — are
now urging closer relations with Tony
Blair and the Labour leaders.

* k %k k %

BLAIR and shadow chancellor
Gordon Brown have spent months
wining and dining in the City to re-
assure big business chiefs that
they have nothing to fear from a
Labour government. And indeed
they have not. Labour will. be
tougher on inflation, tougher on
public spending, pledge Blair and
Brown.

But the ruling class know that more
than tough words will be required of
the Labour leaders. They, and Blair,
know that big struggles under a
Labour government are inevitable, the
outcome of which is by no means cer-
tain. :
Why are important sections of big
business looking upon Labour with in-
creasing favour? Because the ruling
class knows that, for all the Tory rheto-
fic, the working class in Britain has not
been decisively defeated. Spending
on social security is still largely out of
control. The measures the Tories have
so far felt strong enough to take go no-
where near to tackling the chronic defi-
cit in state finances.

The truth is that the capitalist class
must administer far more savage
blows against the working class and

as much: he wants the attack on the
Welfare State intensified, taxes cut and
services further slashed.

Big business and the City increass-
ingly doubt the ability of the govern-
ment that has lost all political and
moral authority to tackle these press-
ing problems.

This crisis is a reflection of a deep-
ening world crisis. Throughout Eu-
rope, the ruling class faces similar
problems: the need to slash working-
class living standards. For example, as
we report elsewhere (see City Lights,
page 5), throughout north America
and western Europe capitalism is now
unable to sustain state pensions at
anything like their current levels.

* % k * %

EVERYWHERE the question is
the same: how to wrest back from
the working class the gains they
have extracted from the employ-
ers and the state for the last half
century or so?

In Britain the crisis is especially
acute given the chronic decline of the
British economy. For the last half cen-
tury or so it has - continued to lose
ground to its rivals in Europe, the Far
East and Japan.

Much of British industry has disap-
peared, and the City — on which Brit-
ish capitalism has increasingly de-
pended — comes under increasing
pressure from New York, Tokyo and
Frankfurt. British capital is in no condi-

The ruling class enters this fight
against the working class seriously di-
vided. In the Balkans, the European
powers are deeply split as each fights
for its military and political interests in
the region.

On the trade front Japan and the
United States square up to each other
and threaten to plunge the world into a
bitter struggle for markets.

It is these international divisions that
are reflected in the Tory party, ones
creating conditions of near civil war in
its ranks.

* % k k %

WHOEVER wins the present lead-
ership battle cannot possibly unite
the warring factions in the Tory
party. Its divisions over Europe
cannot possibly be healed. The
very future of the City depends on
London retaining a large degree of
autonomy for its financial opera-
tions. To sink its lot with Europe —
in reality to accept the domination
of Germany — would undermine
much of that autonomy.

Yet to break away from Europe, as a
section of the Tory Party all but pro-
poses, would be to sever Britain’s link
with her most important trading partn-
ers.

They're damned if they do,
they’re damned if they don’t.

In any event, the working class
faces an intensifying social and politi-
cal crisis whoever wins the Tory lead-
ership battle.

The most important thing is to pre-
pare now for the big class struggles
that still lie ahead. It becomes ever-
more urgent that all those who want to
see the independent interests of the
working class asserted in this crisis,
who stand for a socialist solution to the
catastrophe that threatens millions,
find ways of means of coming to-

Funding of the

Tory Party by big
business is at an all-time low.

Impor-

the middle class if they are to address
the problem. John Redwood has said

tion to sustain the sort of concessions
that in the past it was forced to give.

gether, of uniting in a common MOove-
ment and organisation.

Letters

The
importance
of 1 July
1985

AN important event occurred in
the history of the WRP on 1 July.

Ten years ago on this day a
letter from Aileen Jennings was
distributed to the WRP’s political
committee which, like the whole
party, was under Gerry Healy's
control.

The letter explained details of
Healy's sexual abuse of women
comrades  which  Jennings,
Healy's secretary, said she could
no longer cover up. Jennings had
to go into hiding as the letter was
being distributed.

The letter set in motion a
chain of events which led to
Healy's expulsion from the party
he had led for several decades.

Political evaluation can come
later, with the anniversary of
Healy's actual expulsion.

I would like to mark this date
by saluting:

First, Aileen Jennings;

Second, the small group of
comrades involved in the prepa-
ration of this action;

Third, all those in the party
who responded to the issues
raised in the letter and took part
in the struggle to oust Healy;and

Fourth, the miners and
women in the coalfields who en-
gaged in the powerful strike of
1334-85 which created the class
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Dangers for
mentally il
patients

AS A past mental patient, I can-
not at all agree with Ken Singer’s
remarks (17 June) about the di-
rection of discharged mental pa-
tients.

When the Secretary of State
for Health, Virginia Bottomley,
embarked on her ‘care in the com-
munity’ programme, many long-
stay patients were discharged
with two weeks' medication, no
help with finding relations, lodg-
ings, money or benefits and with
no family doctor.

As a result, many have been
quite disoriented, failed to regis-
ter for treatment, gone berserk
and killed themselves or other
people, put in prison for petty
crimes, or just died of neglect,ina
street or in a casualty ward, un-
known.

In the face of these disasters,
the pendulum has to swing the
other way: patients are fo be
given instructions as to where to
find lodgings, a day centre, a
training centre and, one would
hope, an understanding GP.

All this is quite laughable un-
less the government intends to
spend millions on funding
schemes for housing, day centres
and workshops for the mentally
ill, who must not be confused
with the mentally disabled, al-
though a few may be either.

We are fortunate in my area in
having a weekly ‘drop-in’ club,
wim hv the Mental Health Asso-

More letters
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are introduced, not directed, and
provided with transport where
needed. Good food and drinks
{non-alcoholic) are available
cheap. Games and pastimes are
catered for and outings are sub-
sidised. We can also get informa-
tion and advice.

Otherwise people come and go
as they please. However, if people
miss several meetings, the leader
will check up to see if they are in
any trouble. They may go back
into hospital for a few weeks if
their medication needs adjust-
ment.

As for psychiatric hospitals,
Ken is a little out of date. Modern
hospitals I have experienced, in
two countries, are not regi-
mented: nobody wears uniform
and nobody is pressed into
therapy sessions.

Some young patients went out
on work projects, though their
chances of regular jobs were poor.
The place was rather bleak, with
dull wards and spartan furniture,
and the food was unexciting,
most patients were taciturn.

Lack of funds was only too evi-
dent in the shortage of materials
and equipment and the shortage
of therapists to provide occupa-
tion through the day.

My chief recollection of both
places is of long periods of bore-
dom, during which most patients
smoked. Only medication was
never neglected!

A manic-depressive
Walton on Thames

Misleading
headline

protesting against the death of
Brian Douglas after a beating
from the police (Workers Press,
17 June).

‘Protest won't stop deaths’ is
misleading if from it a reader
were to draw the conclusion that
we stand aside from such protest
movements, simply proferring
advice from the sidelines.

It is of course true that many
groups on the left simply move
from one campaign to another,
taking up new issues as rapidly
and light-mindedly as they drop
others.

But it is our job to oppose
these middle-class and unprinci-
pled politics while fighting
alongside those who are drawn
genuinely into such campaigns
out of a real hatred for the police.
Peter Jeffries

Striking
statistic

IN SPITE of eight sets of anti-
trade-union laws since 1979, and
the massive increase in unem-
ployment, the job insecurity that
exists in both privately- and pub-
licly-owned organisations, the
number of strikes taking place is
growing.

The government-appointed
certification officer has reported
that applications for strike bal-
lots has risen from 380 to 1,469 in
asingle year.

This shows the Tory govern-
ment, the bosses and the judges
have been unable to stop workers
striking against worsening con-
AsbtiAanmc

HOLIDAY FLAT: EAST SUFFOLK

Tranquil surroundings, eight miles coast. Convenient
Snape Maltings (Aldeburgh Festival), Norfolk/Suffolk
beaches, Constable country, Cambridge. Good
restaurants, nature reserves, vilage pubs. Sleeps 4/6.
TV, microwave. Very reasonable rates eg. June/July
£105 p.w. Weekends also possible. Children
welcome. Tel: 0171-924 4556.

INDEX
BOOKCENTRES

Central London
28 Charlotte Street,
London W1 1HJ
0171-636 3532
Brixton
10-12 Atlantic Road,
London SW9 8HY
0171-274 8342

BoOKCELLAR

S dhand b

bookstore
POLITICS FICTION ARTS MEDIA

WOMEN'S STUDEES FLM
ARCHITECTURE EDUCATION

SE London
WRP

Lecture series on
Marxist philosophy
Two: Humanity and Nature
Monday 17 July, 8pm

141 Greenwich High Road
(near Greenwich Station)

OPEN 11AM-6PM MON. TO SAT.
BELOW HOUSMANS BOOKSHOP

Advertise in Workers Press

Make sure everyone knows about the events you and your
organisation have planned, or your publications, your meetings,
or something you want to sell. Send money with two typed
copies of what you want to say, by first post on Monday.
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O £60 for half page display
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OILWORKERS /MINERS

VOTE FOR MERGER

BY DOT GIBSON

ENERGY workers are likely to
join in one trade union in a pro-
posed merger of the National
Union of Mineworkers and the
oilworkers union, the OILC, af
ter a ballot of both member
ships.

The Offshore Industry Liaison
Committee came into existence
following the Piper Alpha rig dis-
aster in 1988 when 167 workers
died.

The purpose of the OILC was
to co-ordinate the fight for proper
safety conditions in the North Sea
and to assist the bereaved fami-
lies. Whilst their members were
involved in what they considered
to be humanitarian activities, the
unions had a suspicious but patro-
nising attitude towards the OILC.

Meanwhile the shock of Piper
Alpha was short-lived as far as the
oil giants were concerned. Condi-
tions on the rigs are hazardous
and the employers did not will-
ingly introduce all the necessary
and costly safety equipment and
personnel.

The OILC responded in 1989

and 1990 by organising occupa-
tions of the rigs. Many of their or-
ganisers were blacklisted for this
action and have never worked on
North Sea installations since.

They consistently fought in the
unions for a democratic, united
and militant response to the oil
companies’ failure to take proper
safety measures and to hold down
wages by means of the ‘hook-up’
agreement. The engineers’ AEEU
organiser James Airlie is the main
advocate of this iniquitous system
and it is he who turned aggres-
sively against the OILC, using
witch-hunting methods against it
and its officers.

‘Hook—up’

The ‘hook-up’ agreement is a
system whereby a union agree-
ment ensures that the workforce
is policed during the initial con-
struction phase. But, as soon as oil
flows, the AEEU and the GMB
general union are derecognised.
Derecognition on live platforms is
a condition laid down by the
‘hook-up’” agreement that the
AEEU accepted! The OILC has al-
ways campaigned for a continuous
union agreement covering all

The OILC was formed in the aftermath of the Piper Alpha disaster that killed 167 oilworkers

work in connection with the rigs.

Some hold the view that the
OILC should have formed a trade
union from the outset or at least at
the time of the rigs occupation.
However many of the most active
members had been in their unions
from the days of their apprentice-
ships and thought that they would
finally be able to convince these
unions to support their fight in
the North Sea.

But, having tried everything to
move their unions and failed, in
1992, the OILC members decided
to launch their organisation as a
trade union. The TUC refuses to
recognise it. The oil companies
refuse to recognise it. The employ-
ers and the official’ unions joined
together in a ‘no-holds barred’ ef-
fort to break the new union.

Compare this with the wel-
come given to the electricians’
EETPU when by means of a
merger with the engineers’ AEU it
rejoined the TUC. This is the
union which scabbed on the print-
workers' yearlong Wapping dis-
pute in 1986-87 and continues
{now as the AEEU) to go over the
heads of other unions to set up
company-union ‘organisations’
with ‘sweetheart’ agreements on

building sites and factories
throughout the country.

In the face of all the problems,
the OILC has held a steady but dif-
ficult course, organising legal rep-
resentation for their members,
fighting and winning many cases
of wrongful dismissal, holding
their annual conferences and pro-
ducing a monthly paper ‘Blowout’
which consistently fights for a
united workers’ struggle on the
rigs and exposes the underhand
activities of both the employers
and some representatives of the
‘official’ unions.

In the case of the OILC-NUM
proposed merger, the response is
immediate and direct — the out-
raged AEEU will take the matter
up with the TUC, and the NUM is
accused of wusing Tory laws
against the Bridlington Agree-
ment.

Airlie commented: ‘Arthur
[Scargill] has probably lost his
mind. On reflection he and the
OILC probably deserve each other’

Shameful

In a shameful attack on OILC
members, who did so much, for so
long, to fight within their original
unions, they are equated with the
scab Union of Demoeratic Miners
which broke away from the NUM
and whose members worked
throughout the yearldong miners’
strike in 1964-85!

OILC general secretary, Ronnie
McDonald’s response was just as
immiediate and direct: ‘They don't
want us to exist, he said. ‘They can
huff and puff to eternity as far as
I'm concerned, but the only apin-
ions that matter are those of
grassroot members. For them it
will be a simple yes-no vote!

From the outset it was quite
natural for the men and women
who came together to form' the
OILC to seek inter-union collabo-
ration in the North Sea. They are
already in talks with the Norwe-
gian offshore workers' union, the
OFS.

It is also quite natural that oil-
workers and coal miners should
be in the same organisation.

A merger of the OILC and the
NUM for an energy workers'
union would surely be a step in
the right direction.

Tuzla, UNISON and internationalism

BY STUART CARTER
Salford Mental Health
UNISON branch secretary

A MESSAGE from the Tuzla
Trade Union District Committee
asking for support for the July
trade union convoy was finally
read out at this year's conference
of the public service union UNI-
SON (see Workers Press, 24 June).

It should have been a simple
matter to get a union to facilitate
such a straightforward call for in-
ternational solidarity from fellow
trade unionists in war-torn Bos-
nia This was not the case.

My branch, Salford Mental
Health, asked the conference
standing orders committee to ar-
range for the message to be read
oz The convoy organiser in Brit-
zir had also asked UNISON's in-
termational  department  head
Louise Richards, who invited the
Tuzlz district committee presi-
germt Fikreta Sijercic, to send a

standing orders committee
10 read a shortened form
of 1 message — which has been
wdey circulated in the labour
moveTe d has received sup-
Tzl GMB union

department intervened!

First of all they said that the
message was still too long and
should simply be a message of
greetings to UNISON from Tuzla.
They also said that the part of the
message that calls on workers ‘to
take sides — the side of an undi-
vided people against those who
wish to herd people into “concen-
tration camps™ could not be read
out, because UNISON had to re-
main neutral in order to have dia-
logue with all sides.

Then the chair of UNISON's in-
ternational committee, John Mec-
Fadden, came along to say that
Fikreta Sijercic’s letter was not
signed and could have come from
anybody. Louise Richards said
they would read out a fax from
Tuzla itself. I had to explain that it
was not easy to send faxes from a
war zone where the electricity is
only on for a few hours each day!

McFadden was overheard tell-
ing Richards that he wasn’t happy
with a message being read out and
he didnt know whether Bosnia
should be considered to be a state
at all!

Both McFadden and Richards
made it clear that if the comoy
was organised by A
Bosnia. UNISON w0
port it.

tact the GMB, whose national con-
ference had agreed to support the
convoy, or fax the Tuzla district
committee themselves.

By the following day, Wednes-
day, they had contacted the GMB,
who confirmed their support for
the convoy, but had not been able
to reach Tuzla by fax. They agreed
that a shorter version of the mes-
sage accepted by the standing or-
ders committee could be read out.

The message had still not been
read to the conference by Thurs-
day morning, and more pressure
and lobbying of standing orders
was required before it was.

The president read out the first
version agreed by standing or-
ders: either this was a mistake, or
the version accepted by the inter-
national department had simply
never been passed to him.

Discovered

I also discovered that a fax
from Tuzla had arrived on
Wednesday. I obtained a copy and
took it to Louise Richards. She did
not want to discuss it, saying: It's
not on headed notepaper. it could
have come from anvwhere’
Besides food and fuel the peo-
le of Tuzla are appealing for

er necessities which are in

h as washing

supply, suc

fighting through layers of bu-
reaucracy to get something done.
Several members of the standing
orders committee and UNISON
staff were very helpful.

The problem is that influential
people, like McFadden and
Richards, are politically opposed
to the defence of Bosnia against
Serb-Chetnik attempts to impose
ethnic division there. It is worth-
while drawing their attention to
the following part of the fax from
Fikreta Sijercic, which Richards
would not discuss:

‘Some would like to ignore the
victims of this bloody war of ag-
gression — the dead men, women
and children, the raped women,
the homeless and the crippled —
and tell us that all sides are the
same: they seek to equate the ag-
gressors and their victims.

‘Our town and country are
multi-cultural. It cannot be di-
vided into ethnic ghettos. This
would mean separating families
— husband and wife, parents and
children, grandfathers and grand-
mothers from their sons, daugh-
ters and grandchildren.

‘Greater Serbian nationalism,
with its fascist methods and aims
to take over the whole region. is
not and can never be the heritage
of the partisans who fought
against fascism in the Second
World War’

Workers Press
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TGWU news

Blair’s candidate
rejected by T&G
membership

BY PETER GIBSON

IN SPITE of the efforts of
Labour’s HQ in Walworth Road,
whose press department and full-
time staff toured the country or-
ganising meetings in his support,
Jack Dromey lost the election for
general secretary of the Trans-
port and General Workers' Union
against Bill Morris. The vote was
158,909 to 100,056 on a 33 per cent
turnout.

Speaking at a victory celebra-
tion on the night of the declara-
tion at the TUCs HQ, Congress
House, Morris responded to
Dromey's statement that his
100,000 votes could not be ignored
by saying that the vote 159,000
must have even greater authority
and spoke even clearer.

Dromey'’s second defeat — he
was well beaten when he stood
against Jack Adams for the deputy
general secretary position — is a
clear statement by T&G members
that they reject the policy of
Labour leader Tony Blair and the
rest of the Labour Party leader-
ship.

In spite of the criticism of Mor-
ris by many members, he received
more votes in this election than he
did four years ago when he was
first elected. This was a chance to

‘vote against Blair’s policies and

attempts to break Labour’s links
with the trade unions.

All of which makes you won-
der why Blair and Gordon Brown
bothered putting themselves for-
ward after the last election for the
T&G parliamentary list of spon-
sored MPs.

The T&G general secretary
election was also a chance for
members to express a view on the
Labour Party’s refusal to support
the union’s demand for repeal of
all anti-trade-union laws and on
the need for a minimum wage
that people can live on.

But this is not the end of the
struggle in the T&G The union’s
conference is in Blackpool in July
and the executive elections are in
October. Almost 30 per cent of the
executive will not be standing
again. All Workers Press T&G
readers must play an active part
in these coming struggles against
the Labour leaders.

Good progress on
July’s Tuzla Trade
Union convoy

AS THE departure date for the
July Tuzla convoy approaches, a
growing number of people
around the country are working
to collect aid and money. In the
trade unions new contacts are
being made every day.

One of the members of Work-
ers Aid for Bosnia who is from
Tuzla is spending a few days in
Scotland talking to oilworkers
and local trade unionists in
Dundee and Fife. Then he is off
to Ireland to speak to groups

who are now begining to build

for the convoy.

At the Communications
Workers Union conference,
north-west members who are
preparing lorries for the convoy
collected £2,000. Workers Aid
members went to the AEEU con-
ference and collected £480.

Bolton trades council is one
of the latest trades councils to
begin support work. After a visit
by local members of Workers
Aid, including a group of Bosni-
ans, the trades council organised
a supermarket collection and
raised £700 and £1,000 worth of
food.

Other trades councils and the
Greater London Association of
Trades Councils are continuing
their fund-raising efforts.

The Association of University
Teachers conference raised
£1,600 for aid to be sent to Tuzla
university, Manchester Student
Aid also raised £1,000 for help

for Tuzla students. Leeds Stu-
dent Aid recently collected £800
and their members travelled to
Cambridge and helped the stu-
dent group there collect £450 on
the streets.

In Morecombe Workers Aid
members collected £800 at a su-
permarket and filled a lorry
with food. Trade unionists and
refugees in Newcastle collected
£1,000 at a supermarket and
completed the filling of their lor
ry. Exeter Workers Aid collected
£1,300 in the city-centre.

Two Workers Aid members
from Scotland went on the road
and raised over £1,000 in pubs.
Pub collections in Glasgow have
raised hundreds of pounds.

Donations

Many donations continue to
come in from Labour Party and
trade union branches. As more
and more local trade union ini-
tiatives get off the ground there
is a frantic search for lorries.

One group of trade unionists
in the North East have managed
to persuade their local brewery
to lend an attic but so far they
are the only lucky ones, (these
union members have also begun
servicing the existing Workers
Aid lorries for free).

Elsewhere, the problems with
insurance are proving the stum-
bling block for borrowing vehi-
cles. Some of the local groups
will probably have to club to-
gether to buy their own lorries.
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Interview

ML lvorians: victims of

and the SWP

EMONSTRATING against Italian
p0-fascist Gianfranco Fini's visit in
pbruary, [ was sorry to see no plac-
ds remembering Fascist Italy’s in-
)=:on of Ethiopia (Abyssinia), in Oc-
ber 1935. Poison gas was dropped
pm the air, hundreds of villages
grned, educated Ethiopians system-
jcally wiped out, to bring ‘Western
vilisation’ to Africa’s last independ-
it Kingdom.

In June 1935, Labour’s Clement At-
pe  said Mussolini’s threats to
fhiopia were putting the League of
ations (the UN’s forerunner) to test.
prv Foreign Secretary Anthony
gen insisted Mussolini was innocent
ptil proven guilty.

Labour urged League of Nations

inctions. Stafford Cripps, then a.

ading left-winger, quit the national
pecutive. Convinced that ‘the League
‘being run by France and England
r purely imperialist purposes’,
ripps said that if people didn't face
is. ‘we shall be led under the banner
L;he League to another imperialist

In fact, French Foreign Minister
rre Laval had promised Mussolini
hand in Ethiopia. In June 1935
n urged Ethiopia to surrender
E—'\tory to the Italians. In Septem-
.while reinforcing the Royal Navy
the Mediterranean, the British
vernment secretly assured Mus-
ini that he needn’t worry about the
ure. Italian troopships went
ugh Suez, fuelled on Russian oil.
Rather than trust the imperialist
gue of Nations, Leon Trotsky’s fol-
ywers urged workers’ sanctions, to
t fuel and munitions to Italy. A
tion was adopted by the Independ-
t Labour Party, but reversed by its
ders Jimmy Maxton and John Mec-
vern. Disgusted, Trotsky wrote to a
itish supporter:
' ‘Maxton and the others opine that
Italo-Ethiopian war is a “conflict
ween two rival dictators”. To these
iticians it appears that this fact
ieves the proletarlat of the duty of
ing a choice..
Tf Mussolini tr1umphs, ‘it means
reinforcement of fascism, the
ngthening of imperialism and the
uragement of the colonial peo-
in Africa and elsewehere. The
tory of the Negus [Haile Selassie],
pwever, would mean a mighty blow
t only at Italian imperialism but at
perialism as a whole and would
d a powerful impulsion to the re-
ious forces of the oppressed peo-
One must be completely blind not
b see this,
- ‘McGovern puts the “poor little

\ssmla” of 1935 on the same level

ith the “poor little Belgium” of 1914;
both cases it means support of war.
ell, “poor little - Belgium” has
0,000 slaves in Africa, whereas
:l Abyssinian people is fighting in
er not to be the slave of Italy. Bel-
was and still remains a link of
European imperialist chain.
bvssinia is only a victim of imperi-
ist appetites. Putting the two cases
p the same plane is sheerest non-
‘McGovern’s conclusion that it
bould have been the ILP’s task “to
bend aside from quarrels between
Bc:ctors” is an exemplary model of
23 s_m*i:ual and moral impotence of
Bt fism
Uznable to conceive of a workers’
pternational policy. reformists
jthered between social-patriotism

e ———— -\‘\‘--‘

he Murnich ;g.‘~:~_::3::

With their drums and slogans, members of the
Ivorian Relief Action Group (IRAG) were
prominent on the 27 May African Liberation Day

march in London.

Workers Press spoke to Gérard and
Jean-Claude of IRAG. Gérard has been in this
country for two years and Jean-Claude for three
years. They are still waiting for decisions on
their applications for political asylum.

Workers Press: What is the role of
IRAG and your own background?
Gérard and Jean-Claude: IRAG is the
community organisation in Britain
for Ivorians. At present there are
over 4,000 students and workers
from the Ivory Coast seeking asylum
in Britain whose lives are in danger
if forced to return.

There are also Ivorians, mostly
students, in other European coun-
tries. Many who fled the repression
are in Germany, Belgium and Den-
mark. The most politically active
students and trade unionists are now
out of the country.

In Britain there is little know-
ledge of the Ivory Coast — our duty
is to provide information on this. Eu-
ropean governments pretend that
the Ivory Coast is a democratic coun-
try with no dangers for political dis-
sidents. We demonstrate this is not
true. We are also looking to build a
community centre to assist Ivorians
in the many problems that affect im-
migrants.

IRAG was formed in 1994 and
there are now over 20 branches cov-
ering every borough in London and
we also have branches in Oxford and
Portsmouth.

We both left the Ivory Coast as
our lives and liberty were in danger
because of our political opinions.
Gérard was a student leader in the
FESCI (Federation of Ivory Coast
students), which organised univer-
sity students and secondary school
students. Most members of IRAG are
students, teachers, or journalists and
many are active trade unionists.

Gérard was arrested and jailed
several times in the capital city,
Abidjan, for his leadership of the
student movement. Jean-Claude is a
journalist and is wanted by the gov-
ernment for criticising the prime
minister in a student newspaper.

Every time Gérard was arrested
he was beaten up and tortured —
sometimes with electric shocks. Most
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IRAG members have suffered simi-
larly.

What is the background to the situ-
ation?

Between 1958 and 1960 all the states
of French West Africa won inde-
pendence. A federation was pro-
posed but Félix Houphouet-Boigny,
nationalist leader in the Ivory Coast,
opposed this on the basis of the rela-
tive prosperity of the country and
his privileged neocolonial relations
with France.

‘We are not saying “goodbye” to
France, but “see you later”’ he de-
clared when announcing independ-
ence.

As a major producer of cocoa, cof-
fee, rubber and diamonds, the Ivory
Coast was able to attract investors
and, under Boigny’s authoritarian
rule, it offered extremely cheap
labour. Nearly all the executive and
technical jobs were filled by the
French, thus absorbing a large share
of the national income.

There was a period of economic
growth but when the West went into
recession after 1979, agricultural ex-
ports fell from $4 billion to barely $1
billion between 1980 and 1983 and
half the industries set up between
1966 and 1976 closed down.

Unemployment in the cities is
now about 60 per cent and it is even
higher in the countryside.

Foreign debt has risen sharply
and servicing it consumes a sum
equivalent to half of all exports.

Under the instructions of the In-
ternational Monetary Fund, Boigny
made savage budget cuts, paralysed
nearly all public projects and slashed
food subsidies.

All the big industries that are left
are branches of French multi-
nationals such as BOUYGUES and
BLOHORN which are run by mem-
bers of the Ivory Coast government.

The ruling party is the Demo-
cratic Party of the Ivory Coast

(PDCI). It came to power in 1960
when independence was granted
Boigny was the president under
French colonial rule and was given
authority by them to continue as
ruler. From 1960 to 1990 he ran a one-
party system — the PDCI was the
only legal party.

When this dictator died in 1993,
his son Henri Konan Bedie took
power without an election and was
congratulated by Mitterand and Bal-
ladur.

In 1990, the constltutlon was

changed to allow for a multi-party
system but the PDCI murdered and
threatened many of those who tried
to form other parties.

There are now opposition politi-
cal parties which are not very radi-
cal. They don’t organise against the
PDCI

In the 175-seat parliament there
are ten opposition members. The
elections are a farce, with massive
corruption and a pretence of democ-
racy.

The opposition plays the game of
the PDCIL If it really threatened
them it would be eliminated.

Can you give an example of how
Houpheouti-Boigny dealt with op-
position?

One of the worst cases was the mas-
sacre in 1970 of 4,000 of the Guebie
people. Kraghé Gnagbé tried to or-
ganise PANA, an opposition party,
and he was hounded down and killed
by a man who is now in the govern-
ment of the Ivory Coast as minister
of home affairs.

The massacre was in the region
where the PANA leaders came from.
Government troops had gone look-
ing for Kragbé Gnagbé and when
they couldn't find him they killed
4000 Guebie in the village of Gagnoa.

Thev raped and tortured the peo-
ple before systematically shooting
Cre priest who was shot fell
zss grave they had dug,
0 be dead, and was able

gbé G"agbe was a pan Afri-
da 'ﬂ"clutior*ar\' so-c‘a’.'_s’




people to be shared equally among
nem.

What is the recent history of
rotest?

n April 1990 the students held big
emonstrations in Abidjan Univer-
ity’s Youpougon student residence.
eir campaign was for improved
onditions — for more teachers, li-
raries and scholarships. It was also
pr a multi-party system of govern-
pent with freedom of choice.

This was the beginning of the
rotest movement. After the stu-
ents came the teachers, workers
Ind parents. There was the growth
unofficial, underground parties.
en the army demanded more
poney.

Faced with this wave of popular
mrest the government agreed to be
pore democratic and to have an
jpen multi-party system under free
ections. In reality the PDCI in-
eased the repression and tracked
pwn the leaders of opposition or-
anisations. They sacked many from
heir jobs and banned demonstra-
ons. The student organisation was
ed in January 1991.

Part of this repression was the
tal attack by the army on the
loupougon campus in May 1991.
hey struck during the night when
he students were sleeping, and hun-
eds were injured. Many were
ped and others have disappeared,
obably killed.

Between 1990 and 1991 there was a
pvolutionary situation. The mass
psurge was bought off with prom-
jes. Up to then there were no free
ade unions; the only one recognised
the General Workers’ Union
hich is government-run.

After 1990, new trade unions
merged — many of them had been

underground. Among these was
SYNARES for teachers and lecturers
and researchers. Also SYNESCI the
union of secondary school teachers.
In 1991, many teachers’ union
leaders were imprisoned and since
then there has been systematic re-
pression of its leaders. The union is
now weak and has not been able to
stop massive cuts in wages. Since
1991, every new teacher has been
paid only half the wages. Before 1991,

there was a feeling of revolution but

now with the repression and divi-
sion of the working class there is a
climate of fear and corruption.

In 1994, 2,500 bus drivers in Abid-
jan were sacked after demands for
better working conditions and
wages. They were replaced by the
army until new workers were even-
tually recruited at the old condi-
tions.

There is a history of ‘accidents’
causing deaths of oppositionists, so-
called  suicides.  Jean-Baptiste
Mockey was the health minister in
1981 who was opposed to some poli-
cies of PCDI, wanting more freedom
and democracy — a crash was staged
in which he was killed. Ernest Boka
— head of the High Court, jailed in
1963 for allegedly organising a coup
— ‘committed suicide’in jail.

There are no state benefits of any
kind for the poor people and the un-
employed. Even if you worked be-
fore and have now retired there are
no pensions. Maybe one person in a
family is working and has to look af-
ter everyone, including brothers, un-
cles and their families — paying for
their food, rent, education.

The private, informal sector is
growing in the streets — cleaning
and repairing shoes, washing cars,
giving haircuts. People walk about
all day, carrying their material and
equipment, working all day for the
equivalent of 50 pence. At the same
time a small group of people close to
the ruling party are living in luxury
in big houses with expensive cars
and holidays in France.

What is the the role of France?
Since 1960, French companies have
been allowed to invest in the Ivory
Coast without paying any tax for the
first 25 years they are there — in
practice even after 25 years they are
not paying anything. The Ivory
Coast is strongly backed militarily
by France — there is a military
camp of 10,000 French soldiers in a
strategical place near the only air-
port.

The main instructors in the Ivory
Coast army and police are French of-
ficers. There are also a lot of French
‘advisers’ in main positions in all
government areas. When there is so-
cial unrest the French army comes
out on the streets to support the
Ivory Coast police and army. This
happened in 1990 against the mass
protests of students, workers and
teachers.

This military support by France
is in return for the economic advan-
tages given to its companies. Because
of this collaboration the Ivorians
who go to France are usually sup-
porters of the PTDC. Asylum-seek-
ers would not go there.

Ivory Coast is a repressive dicta-
torship. The groups which are most
oppressed are the students and the
youth generally, trade unionists and
human rights activists. Muslims are
also increasingly oppressed and
there have been police attacks on
mosques.

There have been inquiries by Am-
nesty International into the viola-
tions of the rights to freedom of ex-
pression and association, and in 1992
it adopted 77 prisoners of conscience
in Ivorian jails

A report in 1994 was particularly

concerned with the systematic ar-
rests and convictions with heavy
sentences of students and journalists,
which Amnesty saw as attempts to
stifle any form of opposition.

In March and May 1994, over 200
students were arrested following
clashes with the security forces, and
a member of the local FESCI execu-
tive was sentenced to two years’ im-
prisonment. Five other students
have been held without trial since
March 1993.

The students from three universi-
ties had been involved in protest
movements and sporadic strikes in
an attempt to improve their living
standards and conditions of study, in
particular as regards the payment of
grants and the provision of public
transport.

Amnesty International believes
that the Ivorian regime used the stu-
dent protests as a pretext for break-
ing up the FESCI which, although
banned in 1991, continued to operate.

What are IRAG’s main activities?
IRAG wants to expose the brutal dic-
tatorship and let people know what
happened in the Ivory Coast. We
want to show the role of France in
the repression of Ivory Coast youth
and the working class and to detail
the struggle of the people of the
Ivory Coast for liberty and socialism.
Most of IRAG are young. We want
to create an awareness of the strug-
gle for socialism in Africa and to
welcome the asylum-seekers because
they are victims of an evil system.

Kragbé Gnagbé

We in the Ivory Coast are victims
of French imperialism. But we want
to let people know that there is no
difference between French, British
or US imperialism — they are parts
of the same rotten system.

We are campaigning for amnesty
for asylum-seekers and to stop the
deportations of Africans. Since the
Asylum Act in 1994, there has been a
100 per cent refusal rate by Britain

to Ivory Coast asylum-seekers. We

particularly target the working
class, trade unionists, socialists and
MPs and MEPs.

We are asking British MPs to sign
Early Day Motion 623 dealing with
human rights in the Ivory Coast.
Support has already been given by
Labour MPs Jeremy Corbyn and
Keith Hill.

Asylum-seekers from Britain and
other countries sent back to the
Ivory Coast are arrested on arrival

‘and imprisoned — detained in un-

known places. We have tried to get in
touch with them but have been un-
able to do so. If IRAG can be success-
ful in gaining protection and refugee
status it will be telling the Ivory
Coast regime that its real face is
known.

At this moment we are campaign-
ing for ten Ivorians who are facing
deportation from Britain. It is ur-
gent that this campaign is successful.

For further information — peti-
tions, model resolutions, etc. —
contact IRAG, 365 Brixton Road,
London SW9 7TDB.

Pension time

bomb

ACCORDING to an article in the lat-
est ‘Investors Chronicle’ the vast ma-
jority of people still think that the
state will pay them an adequate pen-
sion in their retirement years. Their
expectations are without foundation.

The World Bank, normally re-
strained in such matters, does not
mince its words. Its chief economist
Michael Bruno warns: ‘There is a
looming old-age crisis that threatens
not only the old but their children
and grandchildren, who must shoul-
der, directly or indirectly, much of
the increasing burden of providing
for the aged’

Most state pension schemes in the
world are quite inadequately funded.
The majority are run on a pay-as-
you-go basis — with each generation
of workers paying for the pensions of
those who are currently retired, and
relying on their children to do the
same for them in the future.

For the ruling class the problem is
that people are living too long. In
Britain, for example, one in five peo-
ple were aged over 60 in 1990; in 55
years’ time the figure will be closer to
one-third. Every ten people currently
working have to finance the pensions
of three people.

In 50 years’ time ten people will be
needed to support six retired people.
Such figures do not take into account
the trend towards earlier retirement,
which will worsen the situation.

The result is a yawning and grow-
ing gap between expected future con-
tributions and payouts. Dealing with
this problem will, in the opinion of
‘Investors Chronicle’, mean:

B Increasing income tax by
around 15 percentage points to keep
benefits at their present levels.

M Raising the state pension age by
12 years and keeping benefits at their
current rate. This would mean pen-
sions for retired male workers at 77,
four years beyond their current life
expectancy. As far back as the start of
this century the Liberal Government
introduced state retirement pensions
for those over 70!

B Slashing existing benefits.

Governments are being forced,
whatever the obstacles, to move to-
wards these sort of ‘solutions’. In Brit-
ain the basic state pension was worth
around a fifth of average earnings in
the 1970s. In the 1980s, the link was
switched to the level of prices rather
than earnings. (At first the Labour
Party pledged torestore the old situa-
tion; that promise, along with nearly
all others, has been broken.)

Since then the level of state pen-
sions in relation to average earnings
has been falling steadily and is set to
get worse. Even if national income
grows at an average annual rate of 2.5
per cent, by the end of the century the
pension would be worth less than a
sixth of average earnings. If the
economy grows at 1.5 per cent, the fig-
ures would be around an eighth.

The equalisation of the state pen-
sion age at 65 means that in practice
women will have to wait five years
longer for their pension than is now
the case.

Other countries are going down
the same road as the Tory govern-
ment. In the United States, taxes have
been raised and so has the retirement
age. In France a new income tax has
been imposed, earmarked for the ris-
ing social security budget. Mean-
while Japan has reduced the rate at
which benefits build up.

Australia, Denmark and Switzer-
land had made company pension
schemes compulsory. Workers are
forced to finance their retirement
pensions. But private pension
schemes cover only a f
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ing population in Britain has no per-
sion provision other than the state
scheme. And many in private schemes
are making hopelessly inadequate
contributions, with their employers
in many cases paying nothing,

Apart from the exclusion of the
unemployed from such schemes
there is the Maxwell factor. Pensior
funds are a tempting pot for compansy
bosses short of cash, as well as an invi-
tation to the plain crooked.

Even without fraud, many work-
ers have found that when a company
goes most of their pension vanishes
along with the company; in the case of
Swan Hunter, for instance, benefits
were slashed by 40 per cent.

The pensions crisis is part of a
wider problem of state spending on
social benefits of all types. As Bron-
wen Handyside reported in Workers
Press (17 June) money spent on state
benefits has risen a staggering 700
per cent in real terms since 1949-50.

As she also pointed out, both
Labour and Tory MPs are equally
alarmed by such a trend, the tackling
of which at the expense of the work-
ing class becomes unpostponable.

An
Englishman’s
home is his

GOVERNMENT figures issued last
week claiming that ‘only’ 900,000 peo-
ple are suffering from negative
equity — their houses are worth less
than the money they owe to the bank
or building society — seriously
under-estimate the problem.

So says a report published this
week by the actuaries AKG, which
calculates that one in seven house-
holds are in this situation — a total of
15 million homes. Unlike the Bank of
England or the Department of the
Environment surveys — on which
the government bases its figures —
AKG takes into account the effect of
arrears and other loans secured on
homes.

The housing charity Shelter goes
further, saying in a recent report that
3 million households are in negative
equity or have insufficient equity to
allow them to move.

The
vanishing
'boom’

THE much-heralded boom is vanish-
ing as quickly as an ice cream in the
midday sun. After years of fiddling
the unemployment figures to keep
the real level of those out of work ar-
tificially low, even the government
admits that the rate at which unem-
ployment is falling has slowed down
dramatically.

Department of Employment statis-
tics show that unemployment fell in
May to its lowest rate for 17 months
Women are now losing their jobs at a
far faster rate than men. Part-time fe-
male jobs were 8,000 down in the first
quarter of the year compared witk
the last quarter of 1994. with female
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Two kinds of
philosophy

LAST week's ‘Times Literary
Supplement’ was a special issue
largely devoted to recent books
on philosophy.

Alan Ryan, professor of poli-
tics at Princeton University,
wrote on ‘Alasdair MacIntyre and
the rescue of moral tradition'
without seeing fit to mention
that this particular moral phi-
losopher, for a brief spell in the
late 1950s, saw Marxism as the
only possible way in which
‘moral tradition’ could be rescued.

For a time MacIntyre was lit-
erary editor of ‘Labour Review’
and a member of the Socialist
Labour League (forerunner of
the Workers Revolutionary
Party), which he left together
with Brian Behan in order to set
up a little-supported and short-
lived ‘Workers' Party’.

Ryan is either unaware of
these aspects of his hero's career
and intellectual ‘formation’, or
else he decided not to draw them
to the attention of ‘TLS’ readers.

David Papineau, professor of
philosophy of science at King's
College, London, had some rude
and true things to say about the
late Sir Karl Popper, author of
‘The Open Society and its Ene-
mies’ (1945):

{11t is .. . becoming difficult to
understand exactly how Popper
acquired his renown. . . . Popper
has never given straight answers
to the objections [to his philoso-
phy of science] Instead, he has re-
assured his readers of the impor-
tance of his views, while throw-
ing up various smoke-screens to
hide their deficiencies.

‘One of Popper’s strategies is
to use words in a way which
makes his views seem far more
sensible than they are.... Another
ploy is to refuse to engage with
his critics....

Tt does not help the defence of
lcritical academic] standards if
their most prominent twentieth-
century proponent failed to up-
hold them in his own intellectual
practice’

Readers may recall that eight
months ago, shortly after Pop-
per’s death, much the same criti-
cism of this leading anti-Marxist
philosopher was made in Work-
ers Press, though rather more in-
cisively, by Mike McKenna
(‘Defender of bourgeois spciety’, 1
October 1994).

Among other contributions to
last week’'s philosophy issue of
the ‘TLS' was a review by
Stephen Mulhall, reader in phi-
losophy at Essex University, of
Jacques Derrida's ‘Specters of
Marx'

With its headline on ‘Derrida’s
inheritance from Marx’ and its
forthright admission of ‘Europe’s
essential indebtedness to Marx-
ism', this review went curiously
against the grain of recent aca-
demic maunderings about Marx-
1sm being ‘dead’, ‘irrelevant’, ‘ob-
solete’, and so forth.

Perhaps the whirligig of aca-
demic fashion is now beginning
to turn? We shall see.

IN ANY event, philosophy is too
important to be left to the bour-
geois academics. For these, almost
to a man and woman, the point is
not to change the world but to
come up with showy new inter-
pretations of it that dazzle the
media for a short season only to
end in the dustbin. '

A recent example is Francis
Fukuyama’s ‘end of history’ non-
sense, the intellectual high fash-
ion of the day before yesterday.
Fukuyama’s ‘end of history’ has
rapidly joined the cloche hat, the
twist, and the steam train in the
museum of 20th-century antiqui-
ties.
~ But for Marxists, as somebody
once said, the point is to change
the warld. And who, looking with
clear eyes at the state the world is
in. could possibly disagree?

But, as somebody else once
said, the world can't be changed
— ie. there can be no revolution-
ary practice — without a revolu-
tionary theory to guide the move-
ment for change, to light up the
wayv ahead.

This concern for theorv lies

PERSONAL
COLUMN

Press in arranging two series of
weekly lectures at London’s Con-
way Hall on ‘The Future of Marx-
ism’, beginning next October.

The programme is a rich one,
and several of the lectures will
discuss various aspects of Marx-
ist philosophy and its bearing on
many different disciplines.

I greatly look forward, for in-
stance, to Steve Drury on Engels’s
‘Dialectics of Nature' (26 Octo-
ber), that posthumously - pub-
lished attempt to formulate a
Marxist philosophy of science.
How well does this unfinished
pioneering manuscript stand up
in the light of the advances made
in every branch of the natural
sciences since Engels died in 18957
I foresee alively discussion.

Nor should I dream of missing
a practising historian speaking
on historical materialism: Terry
Brotherstone’s lecture (23 Nov-
ember) is intriguingly sub-titled
‘The Persistence of History and
the Necessity of Marxism',

There is a rare chance also to
hear the distinguished Marxist
scholar Istvan Mészaros (30 No-
vember) speaking on his forth-
coming new book ‘Beyond Capi-
tal: Towards a Theory of Transi-
tion',

The second series, beginning
in January, looks like maintain-
ing this high standard, with,
amongst others, Workers Press
contributor Tom Owen on ‘Marx-
ism and Culture’; Mike McKenna
on ‘Marx, Hegel and the Dialectic’,
and a symposium on ‘Science at
the End of the 20th Century’.

The philosophy that these lec-
turers and their audiences will
discuss is light-years away from
the ivory-tower variety that pre-
occupies the contributors to last
week’s ‘TLS'

There are a number of reasons
for this, but I think the main one
is that the working class and its
revolutionary role, wholly ab-
sent from the work of bourgeois
academics, are central to Marxist
philosophy.

Whipping up
Satanic
panic

A CHILLING example of an at-
tempted brain-washing of inno-
cents is reproduced in the latest
issue of the US journal 'Skeptic’,
kindly lent me by Mike Howgate.

It’s a cartoon tract titled ‘The
Poor Little Witch’, distributed by
‘revivalists’ at a teenagers’ meet-
ing-site during the 1988 Satanic
rumour-panic in Jamestown,
New York.

The  heroine, schoolgirl
Mandy, is invited to a ‘slumber
party’ by her wicked teacher,
who offers to teach her how to
levitate tables and shows her a
sure-fire way of winning in
school games by praying to
‘Bruth’.

‘Bruth' (surprise, surprise)
turns out to be Old Nick himself,
and soon poor Mandy is being
compelled to drink the blood of a
freshly slaughtered new-born
baby.

‘Don't even THINK of going to
the police’, she is warned; but
mercifully she turns to helpful
Mrs Grayson, whom she'd been
warned off as a ‘traitor’,

Happily there’s a way out for
the ‘poor little witch’ All she has
to do is kneel and pray to Lord Je-
sus: ‘Lord, I want to serve YOU in-
stead of Satan.’

And, lo and behold' she is for-
given — and ‘When Mandy ies,
God will say: “Well done thou
good and faithful servant.”

So susceptible to rumour were
the good citizens of Jamestown,
says ‘Skeptic’, that they mistak-
enly assumed this bosh was pro-
Satanic propaganda!

Doty Frye |

TV review by Tom Owen

In search of Aristotle

Oliver’s Travels, by Alan Plater.
BBC1, Sundays from 12 June.

FOR ANYONE who enjoyed Alan
Plater’s whimsical comedy ‘The
Beiderbeck Affair’, it looks like
they are in for another treat on a
Sunday night. Plater’s new cre-
ation is ‘Oliver’s Travels’ and
stars Alan Bates as the ‘early re-
tired’ lecturer from one of the
‘new’ universities, the University
of Rhondda Valley (Pryfyscol
Cwm Rhondda).

Oliver is or was a lecturer in
comparative religion, a non-be-
liever, garrulous polymath and
aspiring lecher. Apart from sex,
which he never tires of telling
women he knows something
funny about, his obsessions are
jazz and crosswords.

In fact crosswords rule his life
as magical obsessions. Anagrams,

acronyms, cryptic clues, seem to
him keys to the myteries of the
universe; they are like the Sybil's
leaves of antiquity that spell out
prophesies and riddles.

Oliver's retirement odyssey is
to search for Aristotle, not the
Greek philosopher but a ‘Guar-
dian’ crossword-puzzle compiler
with whom he has had extensive
correspondence.

Behind the whimsy and the
farce lies an awareness of the
madness of contemporary capi-
talism, of the ludicrous preten-
sions of bureaucratic institutions
and their languages and dogmas.

Underlying the wonderful
spoof of the redundancy and
‘management’ procedures of the
‘new academic’ institutions, is a
sense that the mad and inad-
equate viee-principal, ‘a social
historian turned computer freak,
is a sense of corruption, of the

wanton destruction of any seri-
*ous pursuit of knowledge.

After Oliver has been given
his bags — literally matching
travelling cases — for his retire-
ment present, he travels to a
burnt-out cottage in the Brecon
Beacons where he thought Aris-
totle lived.

On seeking Aristotle in the
missing person’s department of a
local police station, he comes
across a beleaguered and be-
mused woman police offiecr
whom he assiduously courts and
attempts to impress by solving an
outstanding murder case.

For their troubles both these
innocents abroad have blundered

into a web of political, criminal .

and police corruption based on
property speculation and asset-

stripping.

By the second episode the suc-

cessful Plater formula of the

comic thriller has been estab-
lished, the eccentric but naive
male lead and the sceptical but
resourceful female companion.

Out of the trivial problem-
solving and amorous games the
couple are drawn into the murky
world of death-threats, mysteri-
ous agents and hired killers.

Some critics have expressed
their dissatisfaction with the se-
ries as a reworking of a successful
formula. My response to this is
that Alan Plater has still a great
deal of mileage from this rich
comic source.

It is also a bitter-sweet voyage
through the devastated indus-
trial heartlands of the British
working class accompanied by
the most haunting and memora-
ble jazz background music.

Worth anyone’s time on a Sun-
day night at 9 o’clock before fac-
ing the curse of Monday morning.

Dunnes:
victory is vital!

BY PAUL DAY

THE all-out strike at Dunnes, Ire-
land’s largest retail group, is
widely being seen as vital to the
future for all low-paid workers
in the country. ’

Workers came out on strike at
the beginning of last week in
protest at plans for compulsory
Sunday working at flat rates, and
the introduction of ‘zero hour’
contracts, which require workers
to be available for work at all
times.

Conditions in the stores are al-
ready abysmal. ‘We're treated like
dirt here ... it’s very authoritari-
an’, said one striker. If manage-
ment are allowed to win, they
will get worse.

An all-out picket was sane-
tioned last Thursday by the Irish
Congress of Trade Unions (ICTU).
All 62 Dunnes stores have been
closed.

Management have made no ef-
fort to contact the shopworkers’
union MANDATE to negotiate.
Pickets claim that Dunnes’ man-
agers have been ringing part-
time workers, (who make up 91
per cent of their workforce), and

Letters

Strikes not
enough to
save NHS

THE artiele by Stuart Carter in
the 24 JunesWorkers Press, on the
public service union UNISON's
wages demonstration, raises the
need of a thorough discussion on
revolutionary trade union policy.

The service industries provide
possibly the largest proportion of
membership in the trade unions
today. And in those industries the
reality is that there are no pure
and simple trade union or eco-
nomic struggles.

For a long time it has been
true that it was not possible for
workers to gain long-term results
by their own sectional militancy
and without political action
bringing change in the nature of
society.

In my book, ‘They Knew Why
They Fought’, I tried to show how
the great militancy and economic
successes of the dockers in the
post-war period, most obviously
on Merseyside in the 1967 strike,
could not be carried into the fu-
ture because there was not this
political selution.

What I described as equivalent
to the ‘prisoner ate a hearty
breakfast’, was also the lot of men
and women in other industries

S e
threatening them with dismissal
if they do not return to work.

The strike is vital not just be-
cause of existing conditions, but
also because of the proposed in-
tervention of major British re-
tailers in the Irish market.

Sainsbury’s announced last
week that they would be opening
seven stores in the north of Ire-
land. This is widely seen as the
launch-pad for a move into the
Republic, and will be the first
major threat to Dunnes’ he-
gemony of the Irish market.

For Sainsbury's intervention
to succeed they must undercut
their competitors. This will only
be possible if they introduce ex-
actly the same contracts that
Dunnes are currently attempting
toimpose.

This is why the strike is so im-
portant: if Dunnes win out
against the shopworkers, it will
mean the smashing of their union
power and a declaration of open
war on the workers’ wages and
conditions throughout the island.

Home-owning
democracy?

ABOUT 700,000 people have been
thrown out of their homes over
the last five years because build-
ing societies and banks have
seized their houses because of ar-

Castle, the Labour government's
minister of labour — did not be-
come power over the running of
the country.

The real deep support for the
Beveridge Plan during the war —
because it was felt that it meant
care according to need from the
cradle to the grave — led to sup-
port for Labour which was
pledged to implement it.

On the day that the Beveridge
report was published, a queue a
mile long formed outside the gov-
ernment bookshop in central
London. Within three hours,
70,000 copies were sold Two
weeks later the British Institute
of Public Opinion published a
survey which showed that 95 per
cent of the public had heard of
the report, with 88 per cent in
favour, 6 per cent against and 6
per cent undecided.

It is these feelings which are
moving people again as they see
the Tory alternative, the corrup-
tion of quangos and new shoddy
hospitals built solely with an eye
on profit.

There is a rapid increase in so-
cial consciousness. That is so be-
cause of the crises of society and
its political parties sunk deep in
sleaze, corruption, hypocrisy and
demagogy.

The need for developing a po-
litical militant movement in the
unions is all the greater today
when the auestion of who is con-

More letters
— page 2

rears. Over the last twelve
months alone almost 50,000
homes, housing 110,000 people
were repossessed. The figure will
rise by 10 per cent in the coming
year, the Council of Mortgage
Lenders estimates.

The housing charity Shelter
says that a quarter of a million
people are now more than six
months in arrears with their
mortgage repayments.

The banks are making huge
sums out of this crisis. Mortgage
lenders are raking in some £50
million a year in extra fees and
interest charges from people who
fall into arrears. These extra
charges are one of the main rea-
sons for the rising tide of repos-
sessions.

Chelmsford
bus strike
settled

BY ROY THOMAS

THE 105 sacked Chelmsford bus
drivers have voted by 80 per cent
to accept an offer made at the ar-
bitration body ACAS of a £400-
per-year-of-service payment.
The drivers were sacked on 8

November 1994 for holding a
two-hour strike against longer
working hours. The top payment
for a bus driver in Chelmsford
will be £12,000. All staff sacked in
November will be eligible and
free to apply for their old jobs
back.

But the catch is there are not
that many vacancies. There is no
automatic reinstatement.

Strikers in Chelmsford have
been running a very effective
free bus service with T&G
minibuses.

They have received thousands
of pounds each week from dona-
tions being made by grateful pas-
sengers.

Eastern National Bus Com-
pany, who owned the Chelmsford
operation, was taken over by
GRT to form FirstBus and be-
came the second biggest bus com-
pany in Britain.

It seems the new management
did not like the bad publicity
they were getting around the
Chelmsford dispute and told the
local managers to get a deal.

When the T&G general secre-
tary became involved, managers
offered a £150 one-off payment.

When this was rejected by the
union and the offer published
there were further talks at ACAS
which produced the offer of £400
per year of service to each of
those sacked for striking.

WE WELCOME LETTERS

SEND THEM TO: WORKERS PRESS,
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For members of UNISON
working in the National Health
Service, the condition of our hos-
pitals, of ‘community care’, of the
disabled, the old, is of burning
importance. That importance was
expressed at the recent Royal
College of Nursing conference. A
very large number of its mem-
bers took up the job with a desire
to serve a social need.

The National Health Service is
disintegrating. That disintegra-
tion and the capitalist dogmas of
market competition and business
management are frustrating, de-
pressing and oppressing workers
in it and are as great a problem, if
not more of a problem, than
wages.

Every attempt should be made
to unite the ranks so neither the
union bureaucrats nor the gov-
ernment are allowed to forget
this.

Any militant movement in
UNISON must have a programme
for the health service, a pro-
gramme for patients, and a pro-
gramme for linking itself to the
communities.

All this is why it appears to
me that Stuart's article on the
tactics of winning a struggle of
UNISON in the hospitals is not
sufficient in being limited to the
pay struggle itself.

More and more struggles pose
the question of who has the
pnower and the class ‘democracy’

with demands worked out for
control by communities and
workers in the services, bringing
out the real issue: whether we
have a health service for need or
profit.,

There must be a campaign to
unite UNISON in the hospitals
with the population outside and
to unite the rank-and-file of all
unions.

Otherwise there can be the de-
feat of actions separated in a way
from the movement to social con-
sciousness in the country, from
the opinion of masses of people
against the privatisations and
squallid money-grubbing of the
Tories and criminal opposition to
the welfare and future of our
youth, our sick and of the very
earth itself.

And that separation will be
used by trade union bureaucrats.
We saw that in the case of the Na-
tional Union of Teachers.

The great question in the NUT
for all militants is why was
McAvoy able to have some suc-
cess in accusing his opponents of
ignoring the parents? He put on
what should have been their
clothes and could only have been
able to do so because of the weak-
ness of their programme.

There is a need for a little
more thought than a slogan of
strike. That must have a well-
prepared campaign and pro-
gramme.
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INDONESIA’S 30-YEAR
PRISON REGIME

WHEN South Africa’s President
Nelson Mandela visited Indonesia
last vear, the Indonesian regime’s
opponents observed that it is
holding political prisoners in its
w=ils just as long as Mandela spent
on Robben Island. .

Indonesia’s dictator General
Suharto seized power in October
1965, acting ostensibly to crush a
‘communist coup’ — which many
people believe was partly stage-
managed by America’s Central
Intelligence Agency.

The CIA began cultivating In-
donesian army officers after

sponsoring an unsuccessful re-

gional rebellion against the In-
donesian government, which
made it rely more on the army.
US military aid to Indonesia was
increased, and in 1962 the
Kennedy administration began
aiding the army’s ‘civic action’
programme.

- Infrastructure

The Indonesian Army’s staff
college at Bandung trained offic-
ers in politics, economics and ad-
ministration. A territorial infra-
structure extended through the
country. Civilian groups received
Ford Foundation grants to op-

pose communism. US-backed of-
ficers organised gangs which
staged pogroms against Chinese
communities.

A US military training advi-
sory group was established in
Jakarta on the recommendation
of a 1962 State Department re-
port. One of its authors, Univer-
sity of California academic
Robert Pauker, urged in a book
published for the military-
backed RAND Corporation that
Indonesian officers should take
‘full responsihility’ for their na-
tion’s future and ‘sweep their

Leader of the SBSI trade union, Mochtar Pakpahan, after his release from prison, 19 May

house clean’.

US motives weren't purely
ideological. In April 1965, the
Freeport mining company se-
cretly reached agreement with
Indonesian officials for what be-
came a $500 million investment in
West Papua (see ‘Profits versus
people in Papua’, Workers Press,
10 June).

One of Freeport’s directors
was a close business associate of
diplomat Averell Harriman, who
ensured US backing for the In-
donesian takeover of West Papua.
American companies were also
interested in Indonesia’s oil in-
dustry.

Turning the Indonesian army
into a reactionary force was not a
smooth process. It had emerged
from the anti-colonial struggle.

Peasant soldiers sympathised
with left-wing calls for land re-
form. On 30 September 1965, some
troops attempted an ill-advised
coup aimed at foiling right-wing
conspiracies. With foreknowl-
edge, General Suharto, was able
to crush the rebellion easily.
Some units’ US-trained officers
had pretended support for the
rebels, then took part in crushing
them.

Six generals had been taken to
an airbase during the night, and
murdered. Suharto blamed this
on the left, although the removal
of these middle-of-the-road offic-
ers suited his plans. Indonesia's
border ‘confrontation’ policy
against the  British-backed
Malaysian federation also helped.
Edward Luttwak, who worked
with the CIA, says ‘though Com-
munist-infiltrated army units
were very powerful they were in

the wrong place; while they sat in
the Borneo jungles the anti-Com-
munist paratroops and marines
took over Jakarta and the capital’.

Suharto’s forces took overon 1
October 1965, and set out to de-
stroy opponents. This is where
the US-backed ‘civic action’ pro-
gramme came in.

The CIA provided lists of In-
donesian communists. Trade
unions and peasant associations
were banned. Arms were distrib-
uted to political groups helping
the military.

Echoing the words of the US
academic Pauker, an army order
to Muslim students said ‘sikat’ —
‘sweep clean’ or ‘wipe out’ — the
communists. By the end of 1966
almost a million people had been
killed.

Elimination

A series of show trials fol-
lowed to legitimise the right-
wing seizure of power and the
elimination of the Indonesian
Communist Party (PKI) and
unions. Some 26 elderly, ailing
political prisoners sentenced in
that period remain in jail.

In addition, more than a mil-
lion tapols, political detainees
who were never tried or con-
victed, remain subject to restric-
tions, stigmatized with the ini-
tials ‘ET’ (ex-tapol) on their iden-
tity cards. People have been
sacked from jobs because their
parents were tapols, or belonged
to the peasant union.

Last September, the Inter-
Parliamentary Union, meeting in
Canberra, the Australian capital,
asked President Suharto to lift
the death sentence passed on

Sukatno, a former PKI member of
parliament arrested in 1968 for
taking part in an attack on a po-
lice station. Aged 66, the former
MP remains on death row in Cip-
inang prison, Jakarta, with three
other prisoners.

Ruslan Widjajasastra, a peas-
ant union leader arrested with
Sukatno, and accused of trying to
reconstitute the Communist
Party, died in Cipinang on 1
April, aged 78. He had been ill.
and totally paralysed for some
time, but appeals for his release
on compassionate grounds were
ignored.

At his funeral, the family were
joined by many old friends from
before 1965, and younger political
activists who had met him while
in prison.

This year, for the first time in
30 years, Indonesian workers
held demonstrations on May Dayv.
There were also walkouts over
wages at six factories in Jakarta's
Tangerang industrial estate. At
May Day rallies in Jakarta and
Semarang, one of the main de-
mands was for the release of all
political prisoners.

On 19 May, Mochtar Pakpahan.
leader of the independent SBSI
trade union, jailed last year for
organising strikes, was released
by the Supreme Court pending
appeal.

Ostensibly, Pakpahan was
freed on a legal technicality, but
one of the judges said the decision
had been taken because the case
had come ‘under the spotlight of
the international workers move-
ment’. We must see attention and
support grows for the Indonesian
workers' freedom struggle.

FROM the start, Bosnia troubled
the meeting of Group of Seven
(G7) most industrialised coun-
tries of the world, which began
on Thursday 16 June in Halifax,
Canada.

The G7 leaders had planned to
talk about general economic
problems, but in the event the
perspective of the war restarting
in Bosnia, particularly around
Sarajevo, took up most of the pre-
liminary meeting and disturbed
their digestion during their first
meal,

The G7 summit had to push
back its economic talks to the
meeting on Friday. During their
deliberations, GT leaders threat-
ened the Bosnian people not to
take ‘any military action’.

This message was clearly ad-
dressed to the troops of the Bosni-
an government, who were poised
to launch a massive operation to
stop the siege of the capital.

The Bosnian Serbs have sur-
rounded Sarajevo for three years,
blocking supplies of water, elec-
tricity and food at will and har-
assing the population with mili-
tary means and shooting civil-
ians.

The declaration of the G7 lead-

ers and their governments,
drafted by France, but barely
modified, called for the so-called
‘warring factions' to come to an
immediate military agreement
and threatened that if the Bosni-
an army continued to attack, the
Serb-nationalist Chetniks could
retaliate in an even more brutal
fashion than they had done be-
fore.

Negotiations

It also called for them to re-
start negotiations. European
leaders are again sending Tor-
vald Stoltenberg — who, with
Lord David Owen, has been the
architect of several plans to give
the Chetniks what they want, a
substantial slice of Bosnia (49
rather than the 70 per cent the
Serb nationalists demand!) — to
get in touch with all parties in-
volved.

The general philosophy of the
document reflects the pro-
gramme of the infamous Contact
Group — from Germany, the US,
France, Britain and Russia —
that there is no solution to the
Bosnian war apart from a carve-

United Nations Protection Force soliders cower as a citizen of Sarajevo passes them by in the streets of the besieged city

up. But then US Republican op-
postion to the creation of the
‘rapid reaction force' to protect
United Nations ground troops —
and certainly not Bosnian civil-
ians — caused the G7 summit
some headaches.

The ‘rapid reaction force' is
the brainchild of the UN Security
Council, particularly its French
and British representatives, and
US Republicans don't see why
their ‘boys’ (and presumably in
these days ‘girls’) should be put in
danger to protect soldiers of
other countries — especially
when they might be facing angry
relatives of dead GIs at a polling
station near them!

The European G7 members,
and particularly the French,
thought that there would be no
problem and that Congress
Chamber Speaker Newt Gingrich
and Senate leader Bob Dole could
be brought around and would

stop opposing President Clinton
on the creation of such a force.
But the G7 meeting found no such
agreement between Congress and
the Clinton administration. The
Republican-dominated Congress
is particularly against the US be-
ing drawn into financing the
‘rapid reaction force’.

The European G7 leaders then
demanded that the UN security
council meet again and vote on
the resolution on Friday 17 June,
or at least come to a compromise.
To take into account US Congress
reservations, the text was sup-
posed to allow military opera-
tions to go ahead, leaving finan-
cial questions to later.

On Wednesday 14 June,
French President Jacques Chirac
had tried, without success, to per-
suade Gingrich and Dole to sup-
port the creation of the ‘rapid re-
action foree’.

Chirac had claimed that by

postponing the creation of the
force Congress was playing into
the hands of the Serb forces. But
news last week of France’s role in
cutting the deal to free UN hos-
tages — which promised no fur-
ther NATO airstrikes on Chetnik
positions — showed how shallow
Chirac’s lecture to US Republi-
cans was.

Chirac went to the UN’s New
York HQ after his visit to Wash-
ington where he had spoken with
Clintion, Dole and Gingrich.

Creation

There Chirac gave the feeling
that US Republican leaders had
finally accepted Clinton’s line
and agreed on the question of the
creation of the ‘rapid reaction
force’ to intervene in the UN's op-
eration in Bosnia.

‘Thave the feeling that the vote
on the resolution could happen
today, it is a hope if not a cer-
tainty, said Chirac at the UN

building on Thursday 15 June be-
fore jetting off to Halifax.

But Dole and Gingrich wrote
to the UN secretary-general to
say they were opposed to ‘the cost
of the new force or any cost of
any other staffs authorised by
this resolution’ being paid by
state members of the UN and de-
manded that ‘no supplementary
military or financial obligation
of the US were to be the result of
this new resolution’.

The UN security council met
on the night of Thursday to Fri-
day at the request of France to
agree a resolution to create the
‘rapid reaction force’ for Bosnia

Thirteen members voted for
Russia and China abstained It
ended a long fight among the
Great Powers at New York anc
the G7 Halifax meeting. France
and Britain finally won on the
creation of the new force, but th
financial problem remains
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Bosnian PM denounces UN ‘rich man’s club’

BOSNIANS fighting for their life and freedom,
fed up with betrayal by the United Nations, have
appealed over the heads of the world’s govern-
ments, to ordinary people, to come to the aid of

embattled Bosnia.

‘We call, not on foreign gov-
ernments, but on their people and
their representatives, to push the
authorities to lift the arms em-
bargo, says Prime Minister Haris
Siladzic,

‘Every government which de-
nies us the right to defend our-
selves cannot be excluded from
the guilt of each and all murders
in Bosnia. All those who insist
that the arms embargo be upheld
take part in the genocide in Bos-
nia’

Prime Minister Siladzic,
whose people have suffered three
years of war at the hands of both
Serb and Croat nationalist forces,
and UN partition plans which en-
couraged 'ethnic cleansing’, says
the UN has shown itself to be just
aclub for ‘the strong and rich’.

The Bosnia and Hercegovina
army has begun the struggle to
liberate the country by co-ordi-
nated attacks on several fronts.

First aim is to break the Serb
nationalist stranglehold on Sara-
jevo, where civilians have suf-
fered three years of siege, shell-
ing, sniper-fire and hunger. At
the same time, gains are reported
in the mountains north of Tuzla.

Eight missile launchers, a
dozen mortars, two Bofors guns
and several cannon were cap-
tured from Serb nationalists near
Sarajevo.

The Serb nationalists — Chet-
niks as Bosnians call them — are
reinforcing their ranks by draft-
ing reluctant young men con-
scripted by the Milosevic regime
in Serbia.

They retain superiority in
weapons, thanks to Serb and Rus-
sian supplies, and the UN em-
bargo on Bosnia. And to compen-
sate for losses on the battlefield,
they continue to target civilians.

Sidbela Zimic, aged nine, was
killed with three of her friends
when a Chetnik shell hit their

BY CHARLIE POTTINS

: playgfound in Sarajevo old town,

on Sunday 25 June — the day be-
fore the UN's 50th anniversary.

‘The four girls and the 17,000
other children who have died in
Bosnia send their regards to Ma-
jor, Boutros-Ghali and Yeltsin,
who is killing children in Chech-
nya,’ said Sidbela’s father, Sabri
Zimic. ‘May God punish them”.

French UN commander Lieu-
tenant-General Bernard Janvier
and his predecessor General Ber-
trand de Lapresle have been ac-
cused of making a secret deal
with  Serb-nationalist com-
mander, General Ratko Mladic,
under cover of negotiations over
UN ‘hostages’.

With the French government’s
backing, the generals promised
there would be no more air
strikes on Serb positions, and
that UN and NATO forces would
abandon their ‘no fly zones’ and
‘safe areas’.

The UN Protection Force
(UNPROFOR)s heavy weapon
‘exclusion zone' around Sarajevo
had already been abandoned be-
fore the current fighting.

Seeing UNPROFOR’s collec-
tion points function as places
from where the Chetniks could
collect heavy weaponry (theirs
and the UN's!), the Bosnian army
decided to withdraw some weap-
ons itself.

Targetted

Bosnian troops aimed to cap-
ture Sarajevo’s main water-
pumping station, at Bacevo.
While it remains in Chetnik
hands, Sarajevo people have to
queue for water, targetted by
Chetn¥k shells and snipers.

Two Serb jets entered the ‘no-
fly’ zone on 21 June, without any
inteference. The same day six
people were killed and 15

WORKERS AID FOR BOSNIA

COLLECTION — JULY CONVQY
Collections are to be held in STRATFORD
from Wednesday 12 July. We are calling
for anybody who could be free on those
days to help to collect food and money.
Contact: 0181-555 1566.

wounded by a Chetnik shell in
Dobrinja, not far from the water
pump where seven people were
killed and a dozen wounded when
a mortar bomb landed.

‘Their planes fly freely and we
are denied the means to defend
ourselves, Haris Siladzic said.

UN special envoy Ysushi
Akashi, who condemned the Bos-
nian army for taking the offen-
sive to defend Sarajevo, has reas-
sured  Serb-nationalist war
criminal Radovan Karadzic that
the planned 12500-strong UN
‘rapid reaction force’ will remain
‘impartial, under a ‘strictly
peacekeeping’ mandate.

British UN commander Gen-

eral Rupert Smith was called to a
meeting in Split on 9 June, and
told his men could use force in
self-defence, but not to protect
Bosnian civilians or humanitar-
ian aid deliveries.

General Smith said he unders-
tood that General Janvier and
Akashi had to consider ‘global po-
litical and diplomatic issues’.

While some people on the
British ‘Left’ have worked them-
selves up worrying that the rapid
reaction force might attack the
Chetniks, Bosnians, having seen
the UN, have obtained a different
perspective.

‘We are afraid that the rapid
reaction force, particularly the
British and the French, could
deliberately block our liberating
actions against Radovan
Karadzic’s paramilitaries,” said
Bosnian Army General Jovan Di-
vjak — himself incidentally a
Serb, like many of the soldiers
fighting for multi-ethnic Bosnia.

Deputy commander Andjelko
Makar of the Bosnian Army 2nd
Corps agrees: ‘My personal esti-
mate is that one of the reasons
why so many Brits are arriving
in Bosnia, is that the Bosnian
army and HVO (Croat forces) are
undertaking a successful offen-
sive which can bring a sudden
collapse of General Mladic’s
troops and a quick breakthrough
of our forces on territories under
Chetnik control, ...

‘Since our goal is the libera-
tion of the whole of Bosnia, at
some point the world will say:
“Stop, you cannot go further”
Their estimate is that we are very
close to that moment, so they are
bringing in heavy forces in order
to stop us and force us to negoti-
ate’

Recently, with no UN airlifts
to Sarajevo, and convoys held up
by the Chetniks, a Bosnian army

truck crossed Mount Igman, run-
ning the gauntlet of Chetnik gun-
fire, and delivered food to the UN
mission. UNPROFOR still refused
to help protect the aid route.

On 11 June an entire 200-tonne
flour convoy was handed over by
UNPROFOR to Serb police out-

‘side Sarajevo, and another con-

voy was handed over to the Chet-
niks outside Zepa.

Under the UN generals’ deal,
food supplies to British troops in
Gorazde will come via Belgrade.
The Chetniks proposed similar
arrangements for Srebenica,
Zepa and Sarajevo. Letting the
Chetniks control food supplies,
UNPROFOR can connive with
them to starve Bosnians into sub-
mission.

The Chetniks' commander
General Mladic stands to profit
personally from the deal. ‘Gen-
eral Janvier promised General

‘WE CALL TO WORLD’S
PEOPLE’

Mladic that his company, Cen-
trex, could supply food, says Bos-
nia's Minister for relations with
the UN, Hasan Muratovic.

Cynicism over profiteering by
their leaders has contributed to
demoralisation among Serb na-
tionalist forces.

Gangster

Many young people don’t wish
to die for Karadzic’s fascist gang-
ster-state, or its ally next-door in
the Krajina. But since 11 June,
military police in Serbia have
rounded up some 2,000 men from
colleges and refugee centres, and
sent them back to reinforce the
Chetniks. Human rights groups
in Serbia say this violates inter-
national law.

It also exposes the British
government’s pretence that the
Milosevic regime, which armed

Bosnians are fed up with repeated betrayals by the United Nations

the Chetniks and started this war,
is an influence for peace in the re-
gion.

Only the working people,
united, can bring peace and free-
dom to the Balkans. But Bosnian
workers fighting for their lives,
their multi-cultured tradition,
and civilised future, know it can't
be done without militarily
smashing the fascists, and defy-
ing the great powers who lurk
behind them.

We welcome the Bosnians' call
to ‘the people’, over the heads of
governments, to act.
~ The Bosnian people are enti-
tled to weapons from wherever
they can come, and entitled to all
the material and political sup-
port the international working
class can mobilise. Every action
for Bosnia is a blow against fas-
cism, and the imperialist ‘rich
man’s club’
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Air strikes "
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BY PETER GIBSON

AS a reaction to a strike by 340
airline pilots at Alitalia, the Ital-
ian government has sent doctors
to check on the medical condition
of those who said they were sick
that day.

Government tax inspectors
have begun a check on all the pi-
lots’ records.

The pilots are accused of not
only going on strike by taking a
day off sick, but of failing to give
10 days’ advance warning of their
action.

The Alitalia pilots complain
that they are being pushed to
work harder — sometimes with
unfamiliar crews — and being
forced to work with cabin crews
that are sub-contracted from an
Australian company as part of
the airline's restructuring.

The government’s reaction to
the airline strike is reminiscent
of former US president Ronald
Reagan’s attack on air-traffic
controllers in 1981 when all strik-
ing trade unionists were sacked.
There followed a sharp increase
in near-misses and actual aceci-
dentsin the air.

PALESTINIAN prisoners held
in a limbo-land existence
around Jericho under the PLO’s
‘autonomy’ deal with Israel,
took to the streets last week,
threatening an Israeli army

"checkpoint and clashing with

Palestinian police.

They called for the release of
5,000 Palestians still held by Is-
rael, many of whom have been
on hunger strike.

The previous day, two young
people were killed, and fifty in-
jured, when Israeli troops
opened fire with tear gas, rub-
ber bullets and live rounds on
Palestinians demonstrating in
Nablus in solidarity with the
hunger-striking prisoners.

About 600 political prisoners
were released by the Israeli

mbo-land prisoners
protest in Jericho

state into the Palestinian Na-
tional Authority’s Jericho en-
clave.

But they are banned from re-
turning to their home towns or
villages elsewhere in the occu-
pied West Bank.

Existing on meagre hand-
outs from the Palestinian au-
thority, these internal exiles
are staying in disused buildings
and caravans.

On Monday they marched
into Jericho, demanding their
right to return to their homes,
and the release of 5,000 Pales-
tinians still held in Israeli jails.
Protesters set fire to four empty
cars to block the main road
through Jericho, and reportedly
pointed weapons at an Israeli
military checkpoint.



